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Hebrews 10:24 And let us con-

sider one another to provoke unto love

and to good works:

25 Not forsaking the assembling of

ourselves together, as the manner of

some is; but exhorting one another:

and so much the more, as ye see the

day approaching.
It is camp meeting time at

God's Acres! This wonderful op-
portunity begins on Father's Day,
June 18, 2023. The saints of God
will gather together on the old
campground to worship God and
feast on His Word. Camp meeting
is a special time for God's people
to come together, enjoy the sweet
atmosphere of His presence, and
escape the humdrum and hassles
of everyday life. During these few
days, our souls can be renewed
and refreshed. We can feed on the
heavenly manna He has prepared
for us. The Lord plans to enrich
His people with greater under-
standing. He wants to challenge us
to keep pressing toward the goal.

Dear one, as this world contin-
ues to worsen, we need all the in-
struction and guidance we can get
from the Lord. Learning His ways
and about the "old paths" is more
needful today than ever before.
The Hebrew writer instructed us
not to forsake "the assembling of
ourselves together." It is by hear-
ing the Word of God preached,
believing and obeying it, that we
can have victory in our souls.
James gave sound admonition in
James 1:22, "Be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only." This
is not a time to relax or slack off in
our living. It is time to "fight the
good fight of faith, to lay hold on 

eternal life" (1 Timothy 6:12). The
wise man said in Proverbs 23:23,
"Buy the truth, and sell it not." In
other words, get all you can get and
do not let it slip away. Truth brings
freedom and spiritual stability. 

Camp meeting is designed with

your spiritual welfare in view. Our
desire is to provide a spiritual place

for you to come. We encourage you,
if at all possible, to make plans to

attend the camp meeting. Join us
and have your soul fed and en-

riched. We write these things to
"stir up your pure minds by way of

remembrance" (2 Peter 3:1). Living
for God requires effort on our part.

If you want to make it to Heaven,
you will need determination and

consecration. It is beneficial for you
and your family to be in as many

spiritual and uplifting services as
possible. The sound, solid preach-

ing of God's Word uncovers many
tricks and snares Satan uses to de-

ceive and overthrow the Christian.
Knowledge and understanding of

the Scriptures will enhance your
experience and relationship with

the Lord. 
Walking in the light of God's

Word convinces a lost world that
Christianity is real. The radiant
light shining forth from the child of
God creates a hungering for salva-
tion in a dry, thirsting soul. Brother
Decker extends a special invitation
for all to join us at camp meeting
this year. If you have never been
here, we are eager to meet you. If it
has been a while since you at-
tended, we desire for you to come
back. We ask for your prayers for
God's direction. His presence is
needed in every service.

Camp Meeting Time at God's Acres
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Brother Roger L. Decker

Revelation 11:1 And there was
given me a reed like unto a rod:
and the angel stood, saying, Rise,
and measure the temple of God,
and the altar, and them that wor-
ship therein.

2 But the court which is with-
out the temple leave out, and
measure it not; for it is given unto
the Gentiles: and the holy city
shall they tread under foot forty
and two months.

3 And I will give power unto
my two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hun-
dred and threescore days, clothed
in sackcloth.

4 These are the two olive trees,
and the two candlesticks standing
before the God of the earth.

5 And if any man will hurt
them, fire proceedeth out of their
mouth, and devoureth their ene-
mies: and if any man will hurt
them, he must in this manner be
killed.

6 These have power to shut
heaven, that it rain not in the
days of their prophecy: and have
power over waters to turn them
to blood, and to smite the earth

with all plagues, as often as they
will.

7 And when they shall have
finished their testimony, the beast
that ascendeth out of the bottom-
less pit shall make war against
them, and shall overcome them,
and kill them.

J
ohn was on the isle of Pat-
mos when he received a
vision. Revelation 1:9 says,

"I John, who also am your broth-
er, and companion in tribulation,
and in the kingdom and patience
of Jesus Christ, was in the isle
that is called Patmos, for the
word of God, and for the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ." John was
not martyred like the other Apos-
tles, but he lived into his elder
years.

In Revelation 11:1, the angel
was given "a reed like unto a
rod" and told to "Rise, and mea-
sure the temple of God, and the
altar, and them that worship
therein." The morning-time
church once heralded the truth,
but while she was in her pristine
glory, she went into darkness.

We should never think this could
not happen to us. We are not cast
in concrete or permanently estab-
lished to where we cannot fail.
Only as we walk in the light are
we secure. 

In Daniel, Chapter 2, Nebu-
chadnezzar had a dream, his
spirit was troubled, and he lost
sleep. He called his magicians,
astrologers, sorcerers, and the
Chaldeans to tell him the dream
and the interpretation, but it was
to no avail. The king was an-
gered. In his wrath, he com-
manded all the wise men of Bab-
ylon to be destroyed. Daniel and
his friends would have been in-
cluded in this decree. Daniel re-
quested permission from the cap-
tain of the guard to have an audi-
ence with the king. He asked for
time so he could show the king
the dream and the interpretation.

The Great Mountain

Daniel 2:31-45 reads: "Thou,
O king, sawest, and behold a
great image. This great image,
whose brightness was excellent,
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The "Great Image"

stood before thee; and
the form thereof was
terrible. This image's
head was of fine gold,
his breast and his
arms of silver, his
belly and his thighs of
brass, His legs of iron,
his feet part of iron
and part of clay. Thou
sawest till that a stone
was cut out without
hands, which smote
the image upon his
feet that were of iron
and clay, and brake
them to pieces.

"Then was the
iron, the clay, the
brass, the silver, and
the gold, broken to
pieces together, and
became like the chaff of the sum-
mer threshingfloors; and the
wind carried them away, that no
place was found for them: and
the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and
filled the whole earth. This is the
dream; and we will tell the inter-
pretation thereof before the king.

"Thou, O king, art a king of
kings: for the God of heaven hath
given thee a kingdom, power,
and strength, and glory. And
wheresoever the children of men
dwell, the beasts of the field and
the fowls of the heaven hath he
given into thine hand, and hath
made thee ruler over them all.
Thou art this head of gold. And
after thee shall arise another
kingdom inferior to thee, and
another third kingdom of brass,
which shall bear rule over all the
earth. And the fourth kingdom
shall be strong as iron: foras-
much as iron breaketh in pieces
and subdueth all things: and as
iron that breaketh all these, shall
it break in pieces and bruise.

"And whereas thou sawest
the feet and toes, part of potters'
clay, and part of iron, the king-
dom shall be divided; but there
shall be in it of the strength of the
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest

the iron mixed with
miry clay. And as the
toes of the feet were
part of iron, and part
of clay, so the king-
dom shall be partly
strong, and partly bro-
ken. And whereas
thou sawest iron
mixed with miry clay,
they shall mingle
themselves with the
seed of men: but they
shall not cleave one to
another, even as iron is
not mixed with clay.

"And in the days of
these kings shall the
God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall
never be destroyed:
and the kingdom shall

not be left to other people, but it
shall break in pieces and con-
sume all these kingdoms, and it
shall stand for ever. Forasmuch
as thou sawest that the stone was
cut out of the mountain without
hands, and that it brake in pieces
the iron, the brass, the clay, the
silver, and the gold; the great
God hath made known to the
king what shall come to pass
hereafter: and the dream is cer-
tain, and the interpretation there-
of sure."

Daniel revealed the dream
and the interpretation of the
dream to the king. Four different
kingdoms would rise, each over-
throwing the previous kingdom.
The stone that smote the image
became a great mountain. That
great mountain is a picture of the
Church of God. 

This stone became a great
mountain on the Day of Pente-
cost. The Hebrew writer ex-
plained in Hebrews 12:22-23,
"But ye are come unto mount
Sion, and unto the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusa-
lem, and to an innumerable com-
pany of angels, To the general
assembly and church of the first-
born, which are written in heav-
en, and to God the Judge of all,

and to the spirits of just men
made perfect." He said you have
come to that mountain, which is
Mount Zion, a type of the Church
of God.

"A Reed Like Unto a Rod" 

John said in Revelation 21:10,
"And he carried me away in the
spirit to a great and high moun-
tain, and shewed me that great
city, the holy Jerusalem, descend-
ing out of heaven from God."
Revelation 8:8 says, "And the
second angel sounded, and as it
were a great mountain burning
with fire was cast into the sea."
What was the sea the church was
cast into? Isaiah 57:20 tells us,
"But the wicked are like the trou-
bled sea, when it cannot rest,
whose waters cast up mire and
dirt." The church went into the
hands of unregenerate minds.

The Church of God did not
come from "mire and dirt," but
her origin was from God. Revela-
tion 21:2 states she came "down
from God out of heaven." The
Church of God is not a sectarian
organization. Many Church of
God congregations have been
cast into the sea because of com-
promise, worldliness, and dis-
obedience. They have become
entertainment centers. They are
no longer a visible representation
of the body of Christ.

Revelation, Chapter 11, be-
gins with the morning-time
church and goes through the
sounding of the seventh angel
when the "temple of God was
opened in heaven" (verse 19).
The angel was given "a reed like
unto a rod" to measure with. The
rod signifies the Word of God.
David said in Psalm 23:4, "Yea,
though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they com-
fort me." The psalmist was saying
the rod and the staff were a
guide and protection for the
sheep. The Word of God and the
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Spirit of God represent the rod
and the staff. They guide us and
bring comfort and protection.

Revelation 19:15 says, "And
out of his mouth goeth a sharp
sword, that with it he should
smite the nations: and he shall
rule them with a rod of iron: and
he treadeth the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God." What is the sword? He-
brews 4:12 tells us, "For the word
of God is quick [or alive], and
powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even
to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of
the heart." 

We are measured
by our obedience to the
Word of God. John was
told to measure the
temple, not the Old
Testament temple, but
the New Testament
temple. Second Corin-
thians 6:16 says, "And
what agreement hath the temple
of God with idols? for ye are the
temple of the living God; as God
hath said, I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be my
people."

We, as the children of God,
are the dwelling place of God.
We actually carry God with us
wherever we go. He is no longer
in the Ark of the Covenant. He
dwells in human beings. If you
are a child of God, you bring
God with you into the worship
services. Revelation 21:3 says,
"And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the taber-
nacle [or dwelling place] of God
is with men, and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God."

Measuring the Altar
 

John was also instructed to
measure the altar. Christ is the

altar by whom we approach God.
The altar is a place to sacrifice,
and Christ is our sacrifice. Sin
cannot be covered by good
works, church joining, or attend-
ing worship services. When you
accept Jesus Christ as your sacri-
fice, you will turn from sin. You
will no longer practice sin or
continue to flirt with temptation.
Many people get into trouble
today because they still flirt with
things they know are sinful.

Proverbs 15:8 says, "The sac-
rifice of the wicked is an abomi-
nation to the LORD: but the
prayer of the upright is his de-
light." Proverbs 21:3 reads, "To

do justice and judgment is more
acceptable to the LORD than sacri-
fice." Verse 27 states, "The sacri-
fice of the wicked is abomination:
how much more, when he bring-
eth it with a wicked mind?" It
troubles me to see people today
in division, going wherever they
want, walking against light, and
yet talking about how God bless-
es them and hears their prayers.

The Bible says God does not
hear a sinner's prayer unless it is
a prayer of repentance. Great de-
ception has come over those who
are walking against light and un-
derstanding. God will not bless
over the top of that. Acts 10:34
tells us, "God is no respecter of
persons." What He requires of
me, He requires of everybody.
We are to walk in the light. Are
you measured to all the light you
have received? Are you obedient
to the doctrines and teachings of
Jesus Christ?

Why was it necessary to mea-
sure the temple, the altar, and the

worshipers? During apostasy, the
world loses sight of the true
Church of God. For many, the
Church of God has become an-
other religious organization such
as the Baptist or Methodist. Some
have children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren who
have lost their reverence for the
Church of God because they did
not live the message. Their chil-
dren heard the church and the
pastor being run down until now
they see the Church of God as
just another religious organiza-
tion. However, the Church of
God is at the top of the mountain.
She is not down amongst the

hills. She came down
from God out of Heav-
en, not from the earth.
She did not come from
the minds of men. She
came from the mind of
God.

The Time of Apostasy

The angel said to
John in Revelation 11:2 not to
measure the court "without the
temple." Why? He said, "It is
given unto the Gentiles." Liter-
ally speaking, Gentiles were hea-
thens; they were considered un-
believers. Spiritually speaking, it
is the same. Gentiles are unbe-
lievers. This was a time of apos-
tasy in which seducing spirits
and doctrines of devils were
making their way in among the
true people of God. Many fell
away and defected from the
truth.

The apostasy became a seed-
bed for the beast of Revelation,
which came up out of the sea. It
originated from a backslidden
Church of God, a condition origi-
nating from the minds of wicked
men. The devil went into reli-
gion. He knew he could work a
greater deception when he pre-
tended to worship the same God
as the Christian. The Roman
Catholic Church is complete
darkness. Its power came from
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paganism, which is the worship 
of many gods. Roman Catholi-
cism has many statues and many
gods. The darkness of Roman
Catholicism reigned from A.D.
270 to approximately A.D. 1530
when reformers, such as Martin
Luther, got a glimpse of the
Word of God. Light began to
shine out once again in the Gos-
pel Day.

The holy city represents the
Church of God. Revelation 22:19
reads, "And if any man shall take
away from the words of the book
of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part out of the book of
life, and out of the holy city, and
from the things which are written
in this book." According to Reve-
lation 11:2, the "holy city" would
be trodden "under foot forty and
two months," or twelve hundred
sixty days. (Thirty days in a Jew-
ish month times forty-two equals
twelve hundred and sixty days.
A day for a year equals twelve
hundred and sixty years.) A day
for a year, according to the Scrip-
tures, brings us from A.D. 270 to
A.D. 1530, which was the time of
Martin Luther.

Let us look at how we count
these days. Numbers 14:34 states,
"After the number of the days in
which ye searched the land, even
forty days, each day for a year,
shall ye bear your iniquities,
even forty years, and ye shall
know my breach of promise."
This was spoken to the twelve
leaders of Israel, one from each
tribe, who were sent to search
out the land of Canaan and were
gone for forty days. Ten of them
came back with an evil report.
Two said, in so many words,
"Let's take the land as we are
well able." Unbelief is powerful!

The same rationale exists today
when it comes to holiness. It is
amazing how ones can change
their view of what God can do.
We are well able to overcome,
but if we stand in our own
strength, our vision will begin to
change.

Many have lost their vision of
the true church. They go from
believing "we are well able to
overcome" to "we cannot help but
sin." Dear one, if you are not per-
fect in your soul, you are not
going to Heaven. There can be no
sin whatsoever in your soul. Sin
cannot be cleansed after death.
Sin must be repented of before
eternity.

During this particular time
spoken of in the Revelation, the
"twelve hundred and sixty days"
(or years), the two olive trees (the
Word and the Spirit) were in a
mourning condition because they
did not have the leadership nec-
essary to set a true Church of
God before the people. Many
never recovered from this apos-
tasy. They went into a lost eter-
nity to stand before a just God.

The Two Olive Trees

When I first became a pastor,
I visited a brother in Oklahoma
by the name of Brother Lawrence
Chestnut. He has written many
tracts and was the pastor of one
of the largest congregations
(more than a thousand) west of
the Mississippi River. I sat in his
office and talked with him. He
was not pastoring at that time. In
fact, the congregation where he
attended had put him out. He
told me he had let down on his
preaching. The sisters began
wearing make-up and jewelry.
He tried to bring the standard
back, but it did not work. He said
the congregation dwindled to
about two hundred and fifty. It
had become worldly. 

Brother Chestnut once
preached at a camp meeting in
Greenville, Tennessee, and said,

"Our forefathers would roll over
in their graves if they knew we
spent more time in public bath-
ing than in worship." Needless to
say, he was never an evangelist
there again.

Apostasy is real. After people
have been in the truth and go
back into sin, they get comfort-
able in sin. They cannot break
free so easily. If you flirt with the
world, it will get hold of you
because the spirit of the world is
very strong. Once it gets its
clutches on you, it has many
vices to hold you. It is like an
octopus with many tentacles. It
reaches out and attaches itself to
you. You cannot break free any
time you feel like it.

The church went through
more than a thousand years of
darkness. Ones bowed to the
Pope in Rome. The church be-
came political. The Church of
God went into obscurity. The
Word and the Spirit were in
mourning because they could no
longer conduct true worship.
Revelation 11:6 says, "These [the
two olive trees, or witnesses—the
Word and the Spirit] have power
to shut heaven [where the bless-
ings come from], that it rain not
in the days of their prophecy:
and have power over waters to
turn them to blood, and to smite
the earth with all plagues, as of-
ten as they will."

Zechariah 4:1-6 reads: "And
the angel that talked with me
came again, and waked me, as a
man that is wakened out of his
sleep. And said unto me, What
seest thou? And I said, I have
looked, and behold a candlestick
all of gold, with a bowl upon the
top of it, and his seven lamps
thereon, and seven pipes to the
seven lamps, which are upon the
top thereof: And two olive trees
by it, one upon the right side of
the bowl, and the other upon the
left side thereof. So I answered
and spake to the angel that
talked with me, saying, What are
these, my lord?
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"Then the angel that talked
with me answered and said unto
me, Knowest thou not what these
be? And I said, No, my lord.
Then he answered and spake un-
to me, saying, This is the word of
the LORD unto Zerubbabel, say-
ing, Not by might, nor by power,
but by my spirit, saith the LORD

of hosts."
We need the two olive trees

(the Word of God and His Spirit)
to feed the Church of the Living
God. The church needs rain from
Heaven. We do not want the rain
to be stopped. Rain is a blessing
from God out of Heaven. We
need rain personally, collec-
tively, and universally. The
rain has been shut off in many
lives today.

Disobedience Stops the Rain

Deuteronomy 30:15-20
says: "See, I have set before
thee this day life and good,
and death and evil; In that I
command thee this day to love
the LORD thy God, to walk in
his ways, and to keep his com-
mandments and his statutes,
and his judgments, that thou
mayest live and multiply: and
the LORD thy God shall bless
thee [God wants to bless us!] in
the land whither thou goest to
possess it. But if thine heart
turn away, so that thou wilt
not hear, but shalt be drawn
away, and worship other gods,
and serve them; I denounce unto
you this day, that ye shall surely
perish, and that ye shall not pro-
long your days upon the land,
whither thou passest over Jordan
to go to possess it.

"I call heaven and earth to
record this day against you, that
I have set before you life and
death, blessing and cursing:
therefore choose life, that both
thou and thy seed may live: That
thou mayest love the LORD thy
God, and that thou mayest obey
his voice, and that thou mayest
cleave unto him: for he is thy life,

and the length of thy days: that
thou mayest dwell in the land
which the LORD sware unto thy
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, to give them."
These are solemn words spoken
by Moses on behalf of the Lord,
"life and good, and death and
evil." God's desire is for ones to
choose "life and good."

Jeremiah 7:21-24 reads: "Thus
saith the LORD of hosts, the God
of Israel; Put your burnt offerings
unto your sacrifices, and eat
flesh. For I spake not unto your
fathers, nor commanded them in
the day that I brought them out
of the land of Egypt, concerning

burnt offerings or sacrifices: But
this thing commanded I them,
saying, Obey my voice, and I will
be your God, and ye shall be my
people: and walk ye in all the
ways that I have commanded
you, that it may be well unto
you. But they hearkened not, nor
inclined their ear, but walked in
the counsels and in the imagina-
tion of their evil heart, and went
backward, and not forward."

Heaven is shut up to those
who are in disobedience. Isaiah
55:6-11 states: "Seek ye the LORD

while he may be found, call ye
upon him while he is near: Let
the wicked forsake his way, and

the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto
the LORD, and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon. For my
thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,
saith the LORD. For as the heav-
ens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.

"For as the rain cometh down,
and the snow from heaven, and
returneth not thither, but water-
eth the earth, and maketh it bring
forth and bud, that it may give
seed to the sower, and bread to

the eater: So shall my word be
that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto
me void, but it shall accom-
plish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it."

What Should You Do If
the Rain Stops?

Thoughts contrary to the
Word of God will stop the
rain, or the blessings from
God. Psalm 24:1-5 says: "The
earth is the LORD'S, and the
fulness thereof; the world, and
they that dwell therein. For he
hath founded it upon the seas,
and established it upon the
floods. Who shall ascend into

the hill of the LORD? or who shall
stand in his holy place? He that
hath clean hands, and a pure
heart; who hath not lifted up his
soul unto vanity, nor sworn de-
ceitfully. He shall receive the
blessing from the LORD, and righ-
teousness from the God of his
salvation."

Ones have allowed things to
enter their lives and they have
grieved the Holy Spirit and the
rain has been shut off. Ephesians
4:30-32 reads: "And grieve not
the holy Spirit of God, whereby
ye are sealed unto the day of re-
demption. Let all bitterness, and
wrath, and anger, and clamour,
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and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice: And be
ye kind one to another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake
hath forgiven you."

Bitterness, wrath, anger,
clamor, evil speaking, and malice
will shut off the blessings of God.
There are ones who say they are
Christians, but they are in bitter-
ness of spirit. The commencing of
anger in one's life brings wrath.
Anger and wrath carried to their
highest pitch produce clamor (a
loud boisterous shouting and
arguing). They are argumenta-
tive, always taking the opposite
side of things. Evil speaking,
blasphemy, injurious speaking,
and hurtful words produce mal-
ice.

Has the rain, or the blessings
from God, been stopped in your
Christian experience? Deuteron-
omy 32:1-2 states: "Give ear, O ye
heavens, and I will speak; and
hear, O earth, the words of my
mouth. My doctrine shall drop as
the rain, my speech shall distil as
the dew, as the small rain upon
the tender herb, and as the show-
ers upon the grass." 

What should you do if the
rain stops in your life? Let us
read 2 Chronicles 7:12-14: "And
the LORD appeared to Solomon
by night, and said unto him, I
have heard thy prayer, and have
chosen this place to myself for an
house of sacrifice. If I shut up

heaven that there be no rain, or if
I command the locusts to devour
the land, or if I send pestilence
among my people; If my people,
which are called by my name,
shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then
will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal
their land."

The Shower of God's Blessings

Deuteronomy 11:13-17 says:
"And it shall come to pass, if ye
shall hearken diligently unto my
commandments which I com-
mand you this day, to love the
LORD your God, and to serve him
with all your heart and with all
your soul, That I will give you
the rain of your land in his due
season, the first rain and the lat-
ter rain, that thou mayest gather
in thy corn, and thy wine, and
thine oil. And I will send grass in
thy fields for thy cattle, that thou
mayest eat and be full.

"Take heed to yourselves,
that your heart be not deceived,
and ye turn aside, and serve
other gods, and worship them;
And then the LORD'S wrath be

kindled against you, and he shut
up the heaven, that there be no
rain, and that the land yield not
her fruit; and lest ye perish
quickly from off the good land
which the LORD giveth you."

When was the last time you
had a good shower of God's
blessings upon your soul? Is the
fruit of your life dried up? Are
you content to be only a member
of the congregation instead of the
church? If this is your experience,
you need to do what the Scrip-
ture says and humble yourself
and pray. True Christians have
these two witnesses active in
their lives.

The church is made up of
people who allow the two wit-
nesses to govern their lives. The
two witnesses are needed to
guide, help, bless in worship,
and add to the church. If these
two witnesses are inactive or
dead, lying in the streets of your
life, do not go on. The trouble
with many people is they go
right on in that condition. God
wants you to stop and let the
Word of God check you so you
do not become deceived and lost
in the end. 

God is full of mercy, but not
everyone receives it because
many do not want it. If you only
have a profession, it is not too
late to repent. Do not go on and
deceive yourself into becoming a
churchgoer instead of a real wit-
ness for Jesus Christ. The Lord
loves you. He wants the best for
you. Has the rain been shut off in
your life?

(Compact Disc TR-2770)

Brother Roger L. Decker is the
pastor of the Church of God in

Newark, OH.
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Brother Allen Polston

Luke 7:41 There was a certain
creditor which had two debtors:
the one owed five hundred pence,
and the other fifty.

42 And when they had noth-
ing to pay, he frankly forgave
them both. Tell me therefore,
which of them will love him
most?

43 Simon answered and said,
I suppose that he, to whom he
forgave most. And he said unto
him, Thou hast rightly judged.

J
esus addressed situations
to help as many people as
possible. Today, through

the Spirit of God, God sends
messages to help all who will
open their hearts to receive Him.
In this Scripture lesson, there
were two very different people,
but both had needs in their lives.
We will always need the Lord's
help, even after serving Him for
many years. We may have heard
many messages, have committed
Scriptures to memory, and have
many life experiences and testi-
monies to share, but we still need
God. 

Philippians 4:19 says, "But my
God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory
by Christ Jesus." We will never

arrive at a point in this time
world where we will not need to
trust God. We will never store up
enough grace to where we can
coast on into Heaven. We must
continue to tap into the grace of
God on a daily basis. I am glad to
report Jesus told the Apostle
Paul, "My grace is sufficient"
(2 Corinthians 12:9).

Luke 7:36 reads: "And one of
the Pharisees desired him [Jesus]
that he would eat with him. And
he went into the Pharisee's
house, and sat down to meat." It
was commendable the Pharisee
manifested a desire for the pres-
ence of Christ. Jesus accepted his
invitation. As He was in the
Pharisee's house, some others
came into the picture, and He
began to deal with some needs.

We do not know all the Phari-
see's motives, but it is a good
thing when a person desires the
presence of God. Jesus said we
should desire the things we pray
for. Prayer should not be merely
a routine to meet an obligation.
Life can be busy, and sometimes,
if we are not careful, we can pray
through a list with little thought. 

Luke 7:37-38 says, "And, be-
hold, a woman in the city, which
was a sinner, when she knew that

Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's
house, brought an alabaster box
of ointment, And stood at his feet
behind him weeping, and began
to wash his feet with tears, and
did wipe them with the hairs of
her head, and kissed his feet, and
anointed them with the oint-
ment."

A woman of the city, whom
the Bible says was a sinner, heard
that Jesus was at the Pharisee's
house. Her wickedness was obvi-
ous to all who knew her. She also
had a desire to be where Jesus
was. She came to do service. She
wept and washed His feet with
her tears, dried them, and
poured ointment on Him. That
was a good thing, but the Phari-
see had a problem with the wom-
an being there. We need to make
sure we have the right attitude. It
is easy to get all the outward
things in place, and they are defi-
nitely important, but there are
inward things we also need to
keep in order.

Keeping the Inside and
the Outside Clean

Matthew 23:23-26 states:
"Woe unto you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe
of mint and anise and cummin,
and have omitted the weightier
matters of the law, judgment,
mercy, and faith: these ought ye
to have done, and not to leave
the other undone. Ye blind
guides, which strain at a gnat,
and swallow a camel. Woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! for ye make clean the out-
side of the cup and of the platter,
but within they are full of extor-
tion and excess. Thou blind Phar-
isee, cleanse first that which is
within the cup and platter, that
the outside of them may be clean
also."

The Bible teaches us to keep
the inside and the outside clean.
Some people have a real problem
and find fault if the outward 
standard is not preached the way
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they feel it should be
preached. However, they
can verbally abuse their
wife or mentally abuse
their children in the pri-
vacy of their homes. That is
straining at a gnat and
swallowing a camel. Godly
living involves more than
what is seen in the public
arena. Godly living should
occur behind closed doors
in our homes in how we
treat our families, our com-
panions, and others. Some
have the attitude they can put on
a facade in public, but when it
comes to the treatment of their
companion, it can be rough
sometimes.

Two people from different
backgrounds brought together in
marriage can have some chal-
lenges. There will be some things
a young couple will need to work
through. However, there is no
reason for anyone to be abusive
verbally, mentally, or physically
against their companion. We
must watch our conduct. People
can appear to have everything in
place, yet, they are missing out
on what is most important. 

The Pharisee in our lesson
invited Jesus into his home for
supper. When this woman of the
world came in, feelings began to
rise within the Pharisee. We read
in Luke 7:39, "Now when the
Pharisee which had bidden him
saw it, he spake within himself,
saying, This man, if he were a
prophet, would have known who
and what manner of woman this
is that toucheth him: for she is a
sinner." He had her labeled cor-
rectly. The Word of God said she
was a sinner. But there was an
attitude working on the Pharisee. 

This Scripture text is a picture
of a person who has gone the
extra mile to make a good ap-
pearance in public. The Pharisee
attended to the outward issues,
but he had failed miserably to
attend to the inside. His heart
was still unclean. Do not misun-

derstand the message. I am not
saying the outside is unimpor-
tant; it is important.

The cry of this modern, reli-
gious world is, "God looks on the
heart." Religious people love to
read 1 Samuel 16:7, and they mis-
interpret that Scripture. God
does look on the heart, but man
looks on the outside. We have a
responsibility to affect our fellow
man by the way we live and the
way we dress. 

The Corinthian writer said in
2 Corinthians 6:1, "We then, as
workers together with him
[God], beseech you also that ye
receive not the grace of God in
vain." Whatever is on the inside
will definitely come to the sur-
face sooner or later. A change of
heart produces a change of ac-
tion. True repentance is not lim-
ited to the mind. It shows on the
outside too. 

The Attitude of Rejoicing

Again, the Pharisee desired
Jesus to have supper with him,
and the woman, who was a sin-
ner, found out Jesus was there
and came to the house too. She
began to engage in what ap-
peared to be an act of repentance.
What should be our attitude
when someone comes to the
Lord? Even if they do not fully
make a move initially, the atti-
tude of a true child of God is
rejoicing. We ought to be glad
when someone takes a step in the

right direction. 
The Word of God says

in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18:
"Rejoice evermore. Pray
without ceasing. In every
thing give thanks: for this is
the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you."
Philippians 4:4 reads, "Re-
joice in the Lord alway: and
again I say, Rejoice." God
teaches in His Word we
have much to rejoice about.
In Luke, Chapter 10, the
disciples came back to Jesus

after they had enjoyed a measure
of success. They were excited
about the work they had accom-
plished. Jesus said in verse 20,
"Notwithstanding in this rejoice
not, that the spirits are subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, be-
cause your names are written in
heaven."

Even though the devil and
the circumstances of life may
come in and press us down, and
there are situations we must
work through, there are reasons
to rejoice in the good things of
God. The song "My Surrender" in
the Evening Light hymnal says, "I
am glad that I heard the truth from
his word, And now with my soul all
is well."

Habakkuk 3:17-18 reads, "Al-
though the fig tree shall not blos-
som, neither shall fruit be in the
vines; the labour of the olive
shall fail, and the fields shall
yield no meat; the flock shall be
cut off from the fold, and there
shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet
I will rejoice in the LORD, I will
joy in the God of my salvation."
One fruit of the Spirit is joy, ac-
cording to Galatians 5:22. The
Pharisee should have rejoiced in
the woman who came to Jesus.
She was heading in the right di-
rection. 

Luke 15:7 says, "I say unto
you, that likewise joy shall be in
heaven over one sinner that
repenteth." I have learned from
pastoring a congregation and
working with people, we need to
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be long-suffering and patient.
False religion has done an evil
work in our world. It has influ-
enced the masses and confused
people's minds into thinking this
or that false doctrine is true. In
working with people, we rejoice
in every step of progress made.

Have You Forgotten
What God Has Done?

The Pharisee in our Scripture
text was not manifesting the right
attitude. He should have been
thankful, but he was not taking
this situation very well. I would
have liked to ask him, "Have you
forgotten?" That is a good ques-
tion to ask. Is it possible to forget
extremely important events
or things that have oc-
curred in our lives? Accord-
ing to the Bible, it is possi-
ble for people to forget
things.

Peter wrote in 2 Peter
1:5-9: "And beside this, giv-
ing all diligence, add to your
faith virtue; and to virtue knowl-
edge; And to knowledge temper-
ance; and to temperance pa-
tience; and to patience godliness;
And to godliness brotherly kind-
ness; and to brotherly kindness
charity. For if these things be in
you, and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he
that lacketh these things is blind,
and cannot see afar off, and hath
forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins." 

Peter was saying, if you are
not adding these godly virtues
and attributes to your life, then
you may have forgotten you
were once in a condition where
you needed kindness shown to
you. If it were not for the grace of
God, there is no telling where I
would be. I may not be alive to-
day. This applies to all of us.

We do not know where we
would be without the grace of
God. You may look at some peo-

ple and the direction they have
taken in life and think, "I would
never have gone down that
path." You do not know for sure
because, without God's power
and grace, you could have been
in any one of many sinful,
wicked, or evil conditions today.
Your life could have been in
shambles. If it was not for God's
mercy upon me, who knows
where I would be? I could very
easily be in eternity, lost without
God. Many are already there
without another opportunity to
make things right. You could be
there. Oh, we need to be thankful
for the grace and mercy of God! 

This same account is men-
tioned in Matthew 26:6-7, which

says, "Now when Jesus was in
Bethany, in the house of Simon
the leper, There came unto him a
woman having an alabaster box
of very precious ointment, and
poured it on his head, as he sat at
meat." Had Simon forgotten he
was a leper? He found fault with
the sinner woman who had come
to his house. Had he forgotten
his own condition prior to the
touch of God? Had he forgotten
how he had been plagued in the
past?

The Bible warns of a ten-
dency for human beings to for-
get. The Scriptures tell us the
children of Israel forgot all the
hard labor placed upon them.
The labor was ever-increasing,
making it almost impossible for
them to perform back in Egypt.
They forgot the rigorous bond-
age they were once in when
things got tough on their journey
to the Promised Land.

Deuteronomy 4:23 says,
"Take heed unto yourselves, lest
ye forget the covenant of the

LORD your God, which he made
with you." Deuteronomy 6:12
reads, "Then beware lest thou
forget the LORD, which brought
thee forth out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of bond-
age." Deuteronomy 8:11 states,
"Beware that thou forget not the
LORD thy God, in not keeping his
commandments, and his judg-
ments, and his statutes." 

The psalmist said in Psalm
9:17, it is possible for nations to
forget God. What is the message?
We need to be careful not to for-
get where God has brought us
from and where we could be
today. We could have been
raised in a totally different envi-
ronment than what we were

privileged to be raised in.
We could have been ex-
posed to terrible things. If
not for the grace of God, we
could be hopelessly lost!
The Bible tells us in James
1:23-24, it is possible for a
man to behold himself in a

glass and "goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what man-
ner of man he was." There is a
tendency for us, as individuals,
to let things slip from our minds.

The Importance of the
House of Worship

God wants us to be faithful to
come to the house of worship be-
cause God can remind us of the
things we need to be reminded
of. The psalmist, in Psalm, Chap-
ter 73, was beginning to get dis-
couraged when he looked at the
prosperity of those who were not
living for the Lord. It was getting
him down until he went to the
house of worship. Psalm 73:17
says, "Until I went into the sanc-
tuary of God; then understood I
their end." God began to faith-
fully remind him of some things.
It is good for us, as often as we
have an opportunity, to be in the
house of worship. Our minds can
begin to push the things of God
off the scene, so we need to be
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reminded.
Peter said in 2 Peter 1:12-13:

"Wherefore I will not be negli-
gent to put you always in re-
membrance of these things,
though ye know them, and be
established in the present truth.
Yea, I think it meet, as long as I
am in this tabernacle, to stir you
up by putting you in remem-
brance." If the people in Peter's
day, who lived not long after the
Crucifixion of Jesus Christ, need-
ed to be reminded, surely we
need to be reminded too. We
need our minds stirred up. It is
amazing how we can walk into
the house of worship and
God, through the songs, testi-
monies, exhortations, and
preaching, can stir our memo-
ries to things we may have
not thought of in a while.

God can bring back to our
memory the message He is
not overlooking sin. He will
not allow it to be tucked un-
der the rug, so to speak. Other
things can be brought to our
minds such as, God is no re-
specter of persons, and there is a
hell to shun and a Heaven to
gain. The individual in our Scrip-
ture text had forgotten his own
situation. 

"Nothing to Pay"

Jesus said in Luke 7:41,
"There was a certain creditor
which had two debtors: the one
owed five hundred pence, and
the other fifty." In modern terms,
five hundred pence would be
about seventy dollars, and fifty
pence would be about seven dol-
lars. In essence, one owed ten
times more than the other. It
would seem appropriate that the
sinner woman was the one who
owed the five hundred pence.

I want to draw your attention
to an even more important part
of this lesson found in verse 42,
which reads, "And when they
had nothing to pay. . . ." The im-
plication was the debt was due at

that time, not at a later time, and
in both cases, they had nothing to
pay. It does not matter if you
owe some creditor five thousand
dollars or five dollars if it is due
and you have nothing to pay. In
our minds, we may think, "Well,
if I only owed five dollars, I
could find a way to get five dol-
lars." The message is, the debt
was due. There were no exten-
sions. Whether the amount is
high or low, if you cannot pay
your debt, you are in the same
situation as everyone else.

The Pharisee seemed to think
of his life and what he had ac-

complished. Jesus was sitting in
his home. He probably felt his
debt was minimal and this
woman's debt, who was a sinner,
was astronomical. Again, the
message is, it does not matter
how much you owe if you have
absolutely nothing to pay.

We had nothing to pay as far
as atonement, or payment, for
sin. We had no way to rid our-
selves of sin's debt. It makes no
difference who you are, what
you have accomplished, where
you have been, or where you are
going; you have nothing to pay
that would be sufficient to rid
yourself of sin. Someone may
say, "I have engaged in less sin
than most people" or "I have la-
bored and received a good edu-
cation." You had nothing to pay.
Another may say, "I have earned
a position in town and where I
work." You may consider your
status as better compared to most
people, but you still had nothing
to pay.  

Your career, good morals,
responsibilities in life, the re-
straints you may have mani-
fested, and your pedigree or fam-
ily background will never be
sufficient to pay the sin debt.
Thank God for all the good in
your life. However, whether
your debt is large or small, you
have nothing to pay. An individ-
ual who owes fifty pence is in as
bad a shape as a person who
owes five hundred pence. 

The devil is always trying to
confuse us. He likes to twist the
Word of God. Does this lesson
tell you it is better to get saved

after going out into the world
and living a wild life of sin for
a while? That is foolish and
completely inaccurate. It is
better to yield yourself to God
as a young person and never
venture out into the highways
of sin. It is better to be obedi-
ent to the Spirit of God and
the will of God from the very
first time you understand as a
young child. Ecclesiastes 12:1

says, "Remember now thy Cre-
ator in the days of thy youth,
while the evil days come not, nor
the years draw nigh, when thou
shalt say, I have no pleasure in
them." 

Jesus Paid Our Sin Debt

If you have gotten tangled up
in the deep miry clay of sin, I
have good news. Jesus is still in
the saving business. If you have
made bad decisions and gone the
way of the world, I am glad to
report Jesus still saves! For those
who have not gone out into deep
sin, the best policy is to seek the
Lord early in life, walk with
Him, stay with Him, and serve
Him with all your heart. You will
never be sorry, and God will
pour rich blessings upon your
life. It is best to get saved when
you are young and stay that way.
Serve God with all your heart.
You could be a great witness for
God and put treasures in Heaven
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as a young person. 
Jesus asked Simon this ques-

tion in Luke 7:42, "Tell me there-
fore, which of them will love him
most?" Simon answered Him in
verse 43, "I suppose that he, to
whom he forgave most." Again,
that Scripture is not saying you
need to experience sin and get
saved from wickedness to love
God with all your heart. If you
do not go out into deep sin,
thank God, you will not have to
reap all those scars. However,
your debt was the same. You had
nothing to pay. 

Every one of us could be lost
in sin's bondage because we had
nothing to pay. The good news is
there was One who took care of
the debt. One song says, "Jesus
paid it all; all to Him I owe!" Thank
God, it does not matter how bad
you feel you are or how far you

have gone or even if you have
not gone very far at all, if you are
not serving God, you owe a sin
debt. I am glad to report a Savior
has made a way for your entire
debt to be canceled. If you come
to Jesus, He will cancel your sin
debt. 

None of us had anything of
any sufficiency that could cancel
the debt we owed, but God sent
His only begotten Son to earth.
John 3:16 says, "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life."
Your sin debt can be canceled!
The Gospel is a wonderful pack-
age of good news!

I want to encourage you. You
can love God with all your heart
and be a pillar in the Church of
God. You do not have to ever go

out into the depths of sin, mess
your life up, and deal with those
results. Thank God, you can
serve Him from your youth, with
all your heart, and you can love
Him supremely. Jesus paid our
sin debt. We can all be saved
from sin. That is wonderful! 

If you are not a Christian, this
would be a good opportunity for
you to come before God and say:
"Lord, I realize I don't have any-
thing to pay for my sins. My
good deeds and my education
are not sufficient. Will You for-
give me of my sins?" I am glad
Jesus paid the price for our sins.
Oh, how Jesus loves you and me!

(Compact Disc TR-797E)

Brother Allen Polston is the 
pastor of the Church of God in 

New Castle, IN.

"David said moreover, The
LORD that delivered me out of the
paw of the lion, and out of the paw
of the bear, he will deliver me out of
the hand of this Philistine. And Saul
said unto David, Go, and the LORD

be with thee." 1 Samuel 17:37

Have you gone through a diffi-
cult trial or situation, and you could
see no way out or around it? No way
for God to help you? 

Exodus 6:1-8 tells of God giving

the Israelites hope, telling them He
was about to deliver them from ALL
their bondage. WOW! They should
have been so excited! They were
about to be free! But verse 9 says,
"The children of Israel . . . hearkened
not unto Moses for anguish of spirit,
and for cruel bondage."

It is easy to think the Israelites
acted terribly, but I am sure most of
us can think of a time when we may
have acted the same way. God prom-
ised in His Word to never leave us or

forsake us. Yet, we sometimes forget
all God has promised and what He
has already done for us in the past
because of what we are going
through right now.

Looking back, things you went
through may not seem as big as they
did at the time. Look at what God
did for David when He helped him
defeat the lion and the bear in prepa-
ration for the giant Goliath. God will
use what you have already gone
through to prepare you for what is
before you.

David could look back on the
victories God had already brought
him ("out of the paw of the lion, and
. . . bear"), and it gave him strength
for the fight against Goliath ("he will
deliver me out of the hand of this
Philistine"). We can also use our past
victories to give us courage for the
battle we are facing now.

Sister Jennifer Spurlock

Sister Jennifer Spurlock attends the 
Church of God in Newark, OH.
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Trials are coming, but what
are we doing with them? The
Merriam-Webster Dictionary says a
trial is "the action or process of
trying or putting to the proof,
test." A trial gives proof if some-
thing is worthy. David wrote in
Psalm 23:4, "Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me."

This Scripture is talking about
shepherds taking their sheep to
the lower end of the valley during
the winter for more grass and
warmer weather because it gets
cold on the mountaintops. When
summer comes again, they take
the sheep back to the mountain-
tops, which involves going
through deep valleys and gorges.
Some can be five hundred feet
deep, so it gets dark down at the
bottom. In these deep valleys, the
shadows overtake the light. It is
dark, but only for a season. Eccle-
siastes 3:1 says, "To every thing
there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven."

A trial is like a shadow; it gets
dark for a season, but then you
start seeing through the clouds
again. A good artist knows you
cannot draw a great picture with-
out some shadows. Shadows add
more depth. The greatest Artist of
all, God, knows the same is true
concerning our lives. If the paint-
ing of our life does not have shad-
ows, or trials, we cannot live to
our full potential for God. Trials
can be hard to understand. When

I go through trials, I think: "God,
why am I going through this? I
don't understand." Trials are to
make us more like Christ.

Romans 8:28-29 says: "And we
know that all things work to-
gether for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose. For
whom he did foreknow, he also
did predestinate to be conformed
to the image of his Son, that he
might be the firstborn among
many brethren." Before time, God
predestinated us to be like Jesus.
He wants us to live as Jesus did
and love as Jesus loves.

God is the Potter, and we are
the clay. If you have ever worked
with clay, you know it is ex-
tremely hard to work with. It
takes work and pressure to form
it into the shape you want. God
wants us to be more like Christ,
but it is going to take work and
trials to make us more like Him.
Trials are not fun. They can hurt
and be irritating, but they will
make us more like Jesus.

Trials restore faith. They cause
us to depend more on God. In the
midst of a trial, we can call on
God and know He will be there.
Psalm 34:4 says, "I sought the
LORD, and he heard me, and de-
livered me from all my fears."
This Scripture says if we seek the
Lord, He will hear us. If we have
a clean heart, God will deliver us
from our trials in His time. God
will not pull us out of the battle
because we think it is too hard.
We have to keep fighting and

pressing through with God's help.
Hebrews 6:12 says, "That ye

be not slothful, but followers of
them who through faith and pa-
tience inherit the promises." We
have to be patient. Our timing is
not God's timing. God knows
why we are going through the
trial, and He knows how we can
make it. We may not know why
the trial is happening or when it
will end, but we do not have
God's perspective. God knows
everything that will happen.

We do have God's promises.
Isaiah 43:2 says, "When thou pass-
est through the waters, I will be
with thee [God promised to be
with us no matter where we go];
and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou
shalt not be burned; neither shall
the flame kindle upon thee." God
promised to be with us through
the hard times.

John 14:18 says, "I will not
leave you comfortless: I will come
to you." God promised He would
not leave us. Trials cause us to be
restless. They are hard, but God
will not leave us comfortless. He
will lead us. Hebrews 13:5 says, "I
will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee." God will not bring us to a
river and say: "You find a way
across. You figure out how to get
through." He will walk beside us
the whole way. I do not know
about you, but my faith definitely
increases when I read those Scrip-
tures.

Trials help me to help others.

What Are We Doing With Our Trials?
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Sometimes when I am going
through a trial, the devil says:
"You're the only one with that
problem. Don't tell anybody about
that. That is too embarrassing."
Many people go through the
same trials you go through. Jude
3 says this is a "common salva-
tion." Through our trials, we can
help show others the end is near.
If the trials end for us, they will
end for someone else. We can
show others how we got through
our trials and encourage them to
keep pushing.

Second Corinthians 1:4 says,
"Who comforteth us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to
comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort where-
with we ourselves are com-
forted of God." God comforts
us so we can help comfort
other people.

Why do we need to go
through trials, and how can we
get through them? First and
foremost, we need to draw close
to God. Sometimes, when we go
through a trial, we want to pull
away from God. A sinner turns to
sin for his problems. He may turn
to drugs, alcohol, and bad rela-
tionships, and those sinful things
keep piling up. Eventually, they
will blow up. You can only put so
much air in a balloon before it
pops. We need to draw close to
God.

God has all the answers. He
may not tell us the answers right
away, but in the end, we will see
the plan God has for us. When
you go through trials, do not for-
get about God. Your human self
may decide to pull away from
God and be stubborn. You may
forget to read and let up on your
prayer life, saying, "I will pray a
short prayer because I am tired." 

James 4:8 says, "Draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to
you." God wants us to walk step
by step with Him. When you
were little, you may have fol-
lowed your dad's footsteps in the
snow. You knew if you fell, he

would pick you up and protect
you. You felt safe. When we go
through hard times, we can follow
God's footsteps and know we are
safe. He will protect us.

We need to talk to God. Psalm
23:1-3 talks about how God leads
and restores us. Verse 4 says, "For
thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me." David
stopped talking about God and
started talking to God. We cannot
make it through the dark times
unless we cry out to God. We can
praise God in all things, but we
must talk to God. God is the only
way we can make it through the
dark times.

Psalm 34:17 says, "The righ-
teous cry, and the LORD heareth,
and delivereth them out of all
their troubles." God wants us to
cry out. He will hear and deliver
us in His time. You can tell God
about your burdens and cares.
God wants to know; He cares.
Peter said in 1 Peter 5:7, "Casting
all your care upon him; for he
careth for you." We need to talk to
God and tell Him what is trou-
bling us. God is a great comforter.

Lastly, we need to keep walk-
ing. Psalm 23:4 reads, "Yea,
though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil: for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they comfort
me." The Scripture says, "I walk
through." This shows us it is not a
permanent place. We will not be
in the valley forever. The psalmist
said it is only for a season. The
hard trial will eventually end, but
it will be dark while it lasts.

We need to walk by faith and
not by sight. Second Corinthians
5:7 says, "For we walk by faith,
not by sight." We may not see the

end, but we need faith that God's
plan is for our good. God takes us
through what brings Him glory.
First Corinthians 10:31 says,
"Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all
to the glory of God." God will not
put us through something just for
the fun of it or to see if we can do
it. It will be for His glory, and it
will mold us to be more like Him.

If you are hiking on a steep
mountain, it may be hard and
your legs may become tired.
However, you keep walking so
you can see the beautiful view
and take pictures. You need to
keep walking through trials, up

the mountains and through
the valleys, to see what God is
molding you into. You cannot
sit at the bottom and see. God
wants you to see from the top.

Temptations are coming.
James 1:2 says, "My brethren,
count it all joy when ye fall
into divers [many] tempta-

tions." It does not say if you fall,
but when you fall into temp-
tations. Be prepared. This is how
life works. The clay does not come
out of the bag in the shape you
want it to be. It has to be molded.

Pearls are created by a single
grain of sand making its way into
the oyster shell through a crack.
This irritation causes corroding
over the sand that hardens to be-
come a pearl. All oysters do not
make pearls, only the ones who
recover from the irritations and
wounds. Our trials are going to
hurt and irritate us. In the end,
God can turn our hardships and
hurts into treasures. He can make
something beautiful from the
hard times. When you go through
the valley, you can make it by
talking to the Shepherd and walk-
ing by His side.

Brother James Presley

Brother James Presley is a member of 
the Church of God youth group in

Newark, OH.
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I want to thank God for every-
thing He has done for me. He has
been amazing in my life. I am not
worthy of all God has blessed me
with: a family, belongings, and a
job. I remember how the life of sin
ruined me. I lived after the flesh
and did whatever I wanted to do.
The devil convinced me I could
never get back to God. He also
told me my wife would never go
along with the standard of the
church and become a Christian.

I developed bad habits I am
ashamed of, such as drinking
alcohol and using foul language.
I was what some call a "functional
alcoholic." I did not miss work,
but I was always thinking about
getting that next drop. My life
became a raging sea and totally
unsettled. My wife, Stacey, would
ask me, "What is wrong with
you?" I would answer: "You do
not understand. I am unsettled,
and I have no peace."

I was saved before, and I re-
membered having peace through
trials. I still go through trials, but
thank God, now I have a good
wife, family, and church family
who support me with their
prayers. As Christians, we have
an Advocate with God who helps
us through our problems. While I
was in sin, I had no peace or com-
fort, so I turned to alcohol to get
some relief. I could not wait to kill

the pain by getting drunk. On the
days I did not drink, I thought
about drinking. I was so bound in
sin and so helpless! I knew I was
not raising my children right, and
I felt like a failure.

One time I came to church
during the camp meeting. As
soon as I came through the church
doors, I was under conviction.
The devil had me so bound in sin.
He told me I could not live a
Christian life because my wife
would never approve. The devil
convinced me I had gone too far.
I stood and bit my lip through the
invitation. I was raised in the
church and remembered hearing,
if you spurned the invitation, you
could become Gospel-hardened
and God may stop talking to you.
I made it a point to stay away
from the church services. I did not
attend for another year.

My life kept going down into
a spiral. I was in deep sin and
bound by country music. We
would go to country music con-
certs, drink, and carry on. Yet,
every worldly event during that
year was a failure. One time it
rained so much, the carpets in our
camper needed to be cleaned be-
cause of the mud. Every situation
we went through was an absolute
failure. God was helping me to
become sick of sin. When you get
a divine revelation from God, you

become sick of sin.
The party scene was a disas-

ter. It rained and was cold when it
was supposed to be hot. I got
drunk and did stupid things un-
der the influence of alcohol, many
things I cannot remember. Every
time the sun came up, I told my-
self and my wife I would never
drink that much again or I would
never do this or that again. The
next weekend, I was right back at
a party and drinking again. I
wanted to change my life, but I
could not.

In the quiet times of driving to
or home from work, God would
speak to me. I felt the love He had
for me as a father would if his
child went wayward or as a shep-
herd for one lamb that was miss-
ing. In the quiet times, I remem-
bered having peace when I lived
for God. I remembered going
through trials and tribulations,
but the grace of God was with me.
Back then, I always had God to
lean on.

I finally hit rock bottom one
weekend. I was intoxicated and
acted like a fool in front of my
family and my father-in-law. That
was the turning point in my life.
Sin had dragged me down so low.
I started to listen to some Gospel
messages, attempting to find a
way back to God. The devil
fought me all the way. One time
while I was at the gym, lifting
weights, the Lord started dealing
with me and convicting my soul.
My eyes began to tear up. I tried
to conceal my weeping from the
other guys. I had become so sick
of my sinful life!

Young person, I pray to God
you will never go that far. I am
giving my testimony so you do
not go out into deep sin as I did.
Sin puts you under bondage. You
can become so trapped, you do
not know how to get out. Maybe
you were raised in the church.
You know you need to pray to
God. So many thoughts will flood
your soul. You need a drawing
from the Holy Spirit and a vision

Saved From

the 

Depths

of Sin 

Brother Josh Kemp
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of Jesus Christ. When you hit the
Rock, Jesus Christ, He will keep
you in the low points of your life.

A brother from church sent
me a text and told me he was still
praying for me; he had not given
up on me. I told this brother I
could not believe how far in sin I
had gone. He told me if God
draws me, I must answer the call.
I remember sitting in the sauna
room at the gym. It was a good
place to think. I was the only one
there, and I started talking to
God. I did not feel worthy to even
lift my head to Heaven.

When I was a young person,
the youth choir sang a song that
says, "Give up and let Jesus take
over." If you want the peace and
love of God, you must give up
your will completely. Give your-
self over to the Lord and say: "I
do not know what to do! God,
what do You want me to do?"
That is when the peace and love
of God will come into your heart.
God can give you the strength to
live above sin.

I prayed to God and said:
"Lord, I give up! I tried it my way,
but now I want to do it Your way.
I am tired of running. Help me!"
The very day I prayed that prayer
within my heart, God took away
the desire for alcohol. The sinful
desires were gone. The foul lan-
guage went away. I did not know
how I was going to live it, but I
wanted to trust God.

My wife was not saved. She
was not raised in the church. I did
not know how I was going to tell
her or how I was going to live as
a Christian around my unsaved
family. My mind went to a couple
of brothers in the church who
have unsaved companions and,
by the grace of God, have stayed
faithful for many years. I thought,
"If God can help them, He can
help me." I determined to live for
God no matter what!

There is a song by The Perrys
called "Find Me Faithful." One
line in the chorus says, "Remind
me in the hard times I have promises

to keep." When you get saved, you
make a promise to God that you
are going to live for Him. How
many have said, "Lord, if You will
do this for me, I will live for You
and give You praise"?

When you come to a cross-
roads in your life, ask yourself:
"What would be the consequences
of this action? What will happen if
I go here or get involved in that?"
These questions can keep you
from detouring away from the
church, the truth, and the right
way. They will help you stay
faithful. Also, think about the
promises you made to God and
what He has done for you.

I made the determination to
live for God no matter what. I did
not realize my wife was seeking
the change I made. God has
changed my life and Stacey's life!
He has restored me and sur-
passed any spiritual experience I
have ever known before. Thank
God! There are many things I
battle in my day-to-day life. Some
say they do not have a powerful
testimony because they never
went into deep sin, but I beg to
differ. While God has done some-
thing amazing in my life, I have to
endure daily temptations. Some-
times, they weigh me down and
try to overpower me. I am ha-
rassed by the devil because of the
scars sin left behind.

I am encouraged to see young
people staying true to God and
becoming young adults who
stand up for Jesus. I want to en-
courage you to have a purpose in
your heart when it comes to the
things of God. Daniel 1:8 reads,
"But Daniel purposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself
with the portion of the king's

meat, nor with the wine which he
drank." At a young age, you can
work and live for God. You can
have the same determination as
Daniel. You can say, "It doesn't
matter if this person backslides, I
am going to stay true and keep
working and striving for God."

When you come back to God
after being away from Him, He
will bring you right back to where
you failed Him. He is faithful to
show you what you need to do to
make things right and keep push-
ing forward. Many have given
their testimonies, warning the
youth about the bondage of sin
and the scars it leaves behind. Yet,
there are young people who still
go out into sin, get away from the
church, and scar their lives.

There is no guarantee you will
get back to God if you go away.
Only by His grace, mercy, and
love was I given the opportunity
to get back! Young person, do not
give up living for God. If you get
knocked down, get back up again
and go forward. God's grace is
sufficient. He can help and heal.

Sometimes, I think of what it
was like to be among the crowd
when Jesus was healing and per-
forming miracles. People came to
Him with the expectation of see-
ing amazing things happen.
When I come to church, I believe
God is ready to save people from
their sins and restore those who
have gone astray. The woman in
the Bible with the issue of blood
had to press her way through the
crowd. She was sick. It was not
easy, but she fought the crowd to
get to Jesus. If you want to be
saved, you must press your way
past yourself, your friends, and
your family to get to Jesus. He is
waiting, and by faith, you can
receive help.

Brother Josh Kemp

Brother Josh Kemp attends the 
Church of God in Newark, OH.
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Brother Alan Vossler

Matthew 16:13 When Jesus
came into the coasts of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples,
saying, Whom do men say that I
the Son of man am?

14 And they said, Some say
that thou art John the Baptist:
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias,
or one of the prophets.

15 He saith unto them, But
whom say ye that I am?

16 And Simon Peter answered
and said, Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God.

17 And Jesus answered and
said unto him, Blessed art thou,
Simon Barjona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in
heaven.

18 And I say also unto thee,
That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.

19 And I will give unto thee
the keys of the kingdom of heav-
en: and whatsoever thou shalt
bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever thou

shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.

20 Then charged he his disci-
ples that they should tell no man
that he was Jesus the Christ.

T
he Church of God is di-
vinely built and divinely
ruled. May God help us

not to let the truth slip away or
lose interest in it because it is
familiar. Many institutions are
not divinely built and divinely
ruled. There is a distinction be-
tween the Church of God and
Babylon, which is confusion. 

Sometimes a horse or a cow
will look over the fence and think
the grass is greener on the other
side. A cow may stick her head
through barbed wire to get an-
other nibble of grass from the
other side. Sometimes, people
look over the fence, spiritually
speaking. They see Babylon has
this program or that program.
Why not reverse that thinking?
Do they have the Spirit of God in
their midst? Are their services
anointed with the presence of the

Holy Spirit?
Jesus led into this passage of

Scripture text with a pertinent
and important question: "Whom
do men say that I the Son of man
am?" It is one of the most impor-
tant questions ever asked in his-
tory. I have six points I want to
bring to your attention: confu-
sion, question, confession, prom-
ise, power, and rival.

Dispelling Confusion

There was confusion back
then, and there is still confusion
today. Verse 14 of our text says,
"Some say that thou art John the
Baptist." Herod thought Jesus
was John the Baptist raised from
the dead. He had John's head
taken off because of his wife, and
he was antsy because he thought
John the Baptist was raised from
the dead. Mark 6:14 reads, "And
king Herod heard of him; (for his
name was spread abroad:) and
he said, That John the Baptist
was risen from the dead, and
therefore mighty works do shew
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forth themselves in him." 
Others thought Jesus was

Elijah (a worker of mighty mira-
cles), Jeremiah, or one of the
prophets. Confusion was among
the Jews. They should have
known Jesus was the Christ, the
Anointed One, from their history
books. 

Some say, "Jesus will make
you financially successful if you
ask Him." That is blasphemous to
think you can snap your fingers
and Jesus will give you what you
want. That is the pinnacle of self-
ishness. The things of this world
are peripheral and unimportant.
Jesus is the Son of God, the Cre-
ator of the universe, and He
came to save people from their
sins. Jesus did not come so you
could speak "gibberish."

We live in a day where all
kinds of sinful activities are toler-
ated by false religion and nomi-
nal Christianity. They did not
stop looking the other way at
homosexuality, cohabitation, and
all these other sins. They have let
them in. The more people toler-
ate sin and worldliness in their
lives, the lower their standard of
living becomes. They are in-
versely proportionate one to an-
other. God hates sin. We must
maintain the spirituality the
Head of the church [Jesus Christ]
requires; it is not optional. Your
opinion and my opinion do not
matter to God. To survive spiri-
tually, we have to do what the
Head of the church has called us
to do.

There is much confusion in
our world today concerning
what constitutes Christianity, the
church, the Messiah, and who
Christ is. If you are not saved
and you do not understand ev-
erything, you can pray and ask
God for help. If you do not un-
derstand salvation and you are
sick of the world, one of the most
effective ways to dispel confu-
sion is to ask questions. Asking
questions is a way to get an-
swers. We live in a world that

thinks you should pull yourself
up by your own bootstraps, so to
speak. In some aspects, you need
to be self-sufficient, but when it
comes to your soul, you need to
know the direction you are head-
ing. You need God to help you
find the right way.

A Divine Revelation

Jesus questioned His disci-
ples, "But whom say ye that I
am?" Peter said, "Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God."
Nicodemus was a teacher of the
Jews, and he did not understand
who Jesus was. Let us read John
3:6-10: "That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel
not that I said unto thee, Ye must
be born again. The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, but canst not
tell whence it cometh, and whith-
er it goeth: so is every one that is
born of the Spirit. Nicodemus
answered and said unto him,
How can these things be? Jesus
answered and said unto him, Art
thou a master of Israel, and
knowest not these things?"

Jesus told Peter he did not get
his understanding from "flesh
and blood"; he got the revelation
from the Father. Our Father
wants to open our eyes to the
truth. Thank God for the truth
that is visible, available, and
understandable. However, the
more I study the Word of God,
the more I realize there is more
to be understood. God's Word is

eternal; I am temporal. God's
Word is infinite; I am finite. I
have limits; God does not. 

Salvation is an experience
that takes the guesswork out of
religion. There is no more "I hope
so" or "I think so." You can know
you are saved. You can come to
an altar of prayer burdened by
sin and leave a free individual.
God is constantly drawing peo-
ple. John 6:44 says, "No man can
come to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him:
and I will raise him up at the last
day." Is the Spirit drawing you?

God's Spirit opens under-
standing. He opened Peter's un-
derstanding and Lydia's under-
standing in Acts 16:14. The Spirit
of God wants to open our under-
standing to deeper, more won-
derful truths in His Word. He is
working to set men and women
free from the bondage of sin.

Peter confessed, "Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God."
One is truly blessed to have his
mind opened to the knowledge
of Jesus. You can have many pos-
sessions and much knowledge in
this life. Some seemingly are
"walking encyclopedias." They
seem to know about everything.
However, the greatest knowl-
edge a man or woman can have
on planet Earth is knowing Jesus
as your Savior and having your
sins forgiven. This knowledge is
divine in origin; it is revealed by
the Father. 

The word revealed in the
Greek means "to take off the
cover." Some may say, "The fog is
gone" or "the lightbulb came on."
Salvation takes off the cover so
you can see accurately and un-
derstand spiritual things. We do
not understand it all at once. It is
a process, and it takes time and
effort to understand God's
Word. Thank God, He takes the
cover off.

I read a book called Fifty
Years in the Church of Rome writ-
ten by Charles Chiniquy, a for-
mer Roman Catholic priest who
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was a friend of Abraham Lin-
coln. He had quite a journey
coming out of the Roman Catho-
lic Church. He saw a little light,
and then he would go back into
the Roman Catholic Church.
Time after time, he would read
his Bible and see a little bit of
truth, then pull back to his reli-
gion. Finally, he saw the light
and came out of the Roman Cath-
olic Church and took a stand
against it. Sometimes it takes
time and effort for the covers to
come off. We need patience for
the ones God is working with. 

The Gates of Hell Will Not
Prevail Against the Church

Jesus promised, "Thou art
Peter, and upon this rock [Jesus
was not talking about building
the church on Peter. Peter means
petros, which is a stone. Petra is a
foundation stone.] I will build
my church." The promise is "I
[Jesus Christ] will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it." What a
promise!

A Church of God congrega-
tion walking in the light does not
disintegrate into Babylon over-
night. Steps are taken first. If we
knew what some people were
reading and viewing on the inter-
net, it would take away the mys-
tery of why they walk away from
the Church of God. They walked
away because of some adverse
influence they allowed in their
lives.

There are many adverse in-
fluences people are allowing into
their lives. Some so-called Chris-
tian literature is absolute junk.
Brother S. O. Susag wrote an
autobiography called Personal
Experiences of S. O. Susag. He was
a Church of God preacher from
Minnesota. He was a power-
house for the Church of God,
anointed by God's Spirit. Brother
Susag dealt with many of the
same things we deal with today.
We need to be careful of what we

read and become in-
volved in because
many things are try-
ing to overthrow the
church.

The gates of hell
will not prevail
against the church.
The phrase "prevail
against" in the Greek
means to "overpower." The gates
of hell will not overpower the
Church of God. They have no
ability to prevail. King Saul was
dethroned for violating God's
command, and he reaped the
harvest for it. He remained king
for over a decade, he still had his
position, but he did not have the
anointing. What good is a posi-
tion without the anointing? You
have to do something to lose
power. Samson lost his power; it
did not just evaporate. He did
something to lose it. What must
we do to stay in a position where
the enemy cannot overpower us?
How can we live without losing
out and giving up?

The enemy harassed Job, but
he had limitations. We must real-
ize the enemy has limitations. He
cannot go beyond what our Sav-
ior says he can do. Romans 1:1
says, "Paul, a servant of Jesus
Christ, called to be an apostle,
separated unto the gospel of
God." Paul was a servant of Jesus
Christ. The word servant means
"a slave." The concept of slavery
is so odious in our culture, we do
not like to think about it. Never-
theless, Paul made himself a
slave to the Savior. Jesus owned
Paul. He told Paul to go here and
preach there. That is the secret.
Do exactly and accurately what
the Lord tells you to do.

King Saul failed when he did
not eradicate the Amalekites as
God explicitly instructed. First
Samuel 15:20-22 reads: "And Saul
said unto Samuel, Yea, I have
obeyed the voice of the LORD,
and have gone the way which the
LORD sent me, and have brought
Agag the king of Amalek, and

have utterly destroyed the Amal-
ekites. But the people took of the
spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief
of the things which should have
been utterly destroyed, to sacri-
fice unto the LORD thy God in
Gilgal. And Samuel said, Hath
the LORD as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the
fat of rams." 

The Apostle Paul listened
explicitly to the instructions his
Savior gave him. That is the se-
cret to spiritual success, and the
secret to Satan not touching or
overpowering our spiritual lives.
We have a hope within our souls.
We can finish the race with joy
and confidence when we have a
servant's, or a slave's, attitude.
We can serve Jesus no matter
what comes our way. The Church
of God is built on obedience to
the Lord.

The Keys of the Kingdom

Power, or strength, is our
fifth point. Jesus told Peter He
would give him "the keys of the
kingdom." Keys are symbolic of
the power or authority to enter or
deny entry. Man does not pos-
sess the power to admit or deny
admittance into the Church of
God. Isaiah 22:22 reads, "And the
key of the house of David will I
lay upon his shoulder; so he shall
open, and none shall shut; and he
shall shut, and none shall open."
This is a clear prophecy of Jesus
being delegated the authority to
open and allow in and to close
and not allow in.
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Jesus delegated authority to
Peter. This is not to say Peter was
the vicar of the church. He did
not gain the authority to rule the
church. When my pastor, Brother
Decker, asks me to preach, it
does not give me the authority to
pastor the congregation. We need
to know our parameters. If we
get outside our parameters,
things get messed up.

Acts, Chapter 2, is a picture
of God giving Peter the "keys," or
authority. He unleashed His
power on Peter on the Day of
Pentecost. Peter preached a mes-
sage under the anointing of the
Holy Spirit. In Acts 2:16 Peter
said, "This is that which was spo-
ken by the prophet Joel." In verse
41 we read, "Then they that glad-
ly received his word were bap-
tized: and the same day there
were added unto them about
three thousand souls." 

There is evidence when
someone has the "keys," or the
authority from God. It will mani-
fest itself; it cannot be hidden.
When Peter preached, three
thousand souls were saved un-
der the anointing of the Holy
Spirit. There was nothing the
Pharisees could do about it. God
will do what He chooses. You
can be with Him or against Him,
but He is going to have His way.
Having the keys is having
strength.

Rivals to the Church of God 

Jesus said, "The gates of hell
shall not prevail against it [the
Church of God]." That simple
piece of information tells us there
will be rivals and confrontations
to the Church of God. Religion is
a rival that stands and fights
against faith. For example, Jew-
ish Saul was a rival to the King-
dom of God. He said in Galatians
1:13, he wasted and worked
against the Church of God. 

When the preaching of the
Gospel came forth and Jesus
said, "The kingdom of God is at

hand" (Mark 1:15), the Jewish
people should have listened.
Paul said the Jews plainly had an
advantage. They were given "the
oracles of God" (Romans 3:2).
Galatians 3:24 says the law was a
schoolmaster to lead them to
Christ. They should have assimi-
lated right into the Church of
God. Instead, they became rivals
and worked against the church.
Some Jews were saved, thank
God, but many stood against
what God was doing.

In Jesus' day, many Pharisees
had a personal agenda. A per-
sonal agenda will always stand
against the Gospel of Christ. I
cannot have a personal agenda
and faithfully minister the Word
of God at the same time. God
will not bless or anoint over any
personal agenda. Sometime after
the Jews returned from the Baby-
lonian exile, when the sects of the
Pharisees were developed, they
were the best men in the nation.
They were not the apostates Jesus
dealt with. However, just be-
cause they started well does not
mean they ended well. They be-
came rivals to the Church of
God.

Roman Catholicism, Protes-
tantism, and all other "isms" have
set themselves as rivals to fight
against the Gospel. Papalism
displaced the truth with things
borrowed from paganism, the
great red dragon spoken of in
Revelation. They wanted to
Christianize pagan idols, events,
and practices. They did not
Christianize paganism; they
paganized Christianity. 

Any attempt to bring any-
thing into the church unlike
Christ will lead to rivalry. God
will not tolerate forces compet-
ing, or working, against Him.
Second Corinthians 6:17 reads,
"Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive
you." God says to come out and
be clean. Do not mix in error
with the truth. God does not
want His church mixed up. God
has called us out of falsehood, so
we must, through great effort,
maintain the course.

God has invested much so
you and I can have the truth and
live free from sin. Let us not treat
the things of God loosely or
lightly. They are of eternal, infi-
nite value. Investments in gold,
silver, bonds, and stocks have no
value compared to what Jesus
has invested. May God help us to
maintain the course and keep our
hearts and minds undefiled by
what is going on around us. 

Some people, who once had
the anointing of the Spirit of God
while preaching the Word of
God, are not what they once
were. They may look the same,
but something is missing. The
fire of the Holy Spirit is gone.
They are not the same. May God
help us to keep the freshness of
the Spirit of God in our midst.

(Compact Disc TR-2775)

Brother Alan Vossler attends the 
Church of God in Newark, OH.

Lord, I have given my life to Thee.
Every day and hour is Thine.

What Thou appointest, let them be;
Thy will is better, Lord, than mine.

Anna B. Warner
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"Now the Lord of peace himself
give you peace always by all means.
The Lord be with you all."

2 Thessalonians 3:16

Have you ever had a neighbor
who disturbed the peace with loud
music or late-night parties, especially
on a Saturday night? Maybe your
only day to sleep in late was dis-
turbed by loud trucks or motorcycles
revving their engines close to your
bedroom window. Have you ever
waited patiently for a parking place,
and someone pulls into it ahead of
you? Perhaps a snowplow com-
pletely buries your car. How we deal
with disturbances makes a big differ-
ence in how we influence our
"world" (the people we associate
with) and our inner peace. 

Sin disturbs our peace. If there is
sin in your life, you cannot enjoy
peace unless you get saved and allow
God to rid you of all your guilt and
turmoil. Living a less-than-victorious
life causes stress and disrupts the
peace. Recurring failures in your life
will keep you from having peace.
You may need someone to agree in
prayer with you to gain the victory
God has for you. The old saying is,
"You have not failed until you fail to
get back up!"

Are you involved in too many
projects or overextending yourself? It

is good to be busy, but easy for some
to become TOO busy! When you
have no time to spend with your
spouse or children, bad things can
happen. Talk to your spouse BE-
FORE you take on projects. Ask
yourself how this project will impact
your relationships. How will it affect
your spiritual well-being? Will it
require you to miss church? It is easy
to get grouchy with one another
when we are tired and stressed. 

If you know your spouse is al-
ready stressed, do your best to re-
lieve the situation, not accelerate it.
This is not the time to bombard them
with petty problems. Handle as much
of the routine "stuff" as you can.
Work with your spouse, not against
them. If possible, finish projects one
at a time until you are back on a
doable schedule. You could try a
family calendar with everyone's ac-
tivities posted in a common place so
nobody overlaps another's agenda.
Pray about everything! Ask God if
taking on a particular project is good
for you and your family, as well as
your spiritual life. Ask God to block
it if it is not good.

Is your peace being disturbed by
children who are out of control? Or
maybe the children are IN control,
but YOU are out of control! Every
family and every child is different; so
there is no set standard for everyone.
Here are some good "one-minute"
parenting tips that are worth a try.
(Several authors have written books
with this title). Catch a child doing
something good, then look them in
the eye and tell them what they did
was good. Let them know how much
you liked it, and give them a hug.
One minute is all it takes! You can
praise what is good and hope it will
be repeated. When a child does
wrong, look them in the eye, tell
them you love them, but you disliked
their actions, and what the conse-
quence will be if it is repeated. It
only takes one minute. If the action is
repeated, you already know the con-
sequence, and so do they. 

Be careful how you word things.
Make sure you do not say to your
child, "I don't like YOU." It is the

ACTION you dislike, not the child.
Jesus hates sin, but He loves the
sinner. When it comes to discipline,
make the consequence age-appropri-
ate. A two-year-old child cannot sit
still for ten minutes. Even two min-
utes may require you to stand beside
him and remind him to sit still in
time out. Taking a teenager's phone
for an entire month may not work
because YOU may want to call them
to find out where they are! Look for
something that will make them con-
sider their actions. Do not make rash
statements, such as, "I'm gonna kill
you!" or "I'm going to send you to
foster care!" Do not lie; be rational. 

Be consistent with your disci-
pline. If it is wrong today, it should
be wrong tomorrow. Know the rules
yourself before you try to enforce
them. Do not make up the rules as
you go. If you make up rules while
playing a game, it causes frustration
and confusion. How does this affect
your children? If your children are
older, talk to them. They may resist
but keep talking, asking questions,
and probing. Ask God for wisdom in
dealing with your particular situa-
tions. 

If someone gets saved, it affects
the whole family. If a new truth
changes your traditions, consider
your children's feelings. They might
not understand the new truth, but
you are the parent. Brother Emerson
Wilson taught, "Do not take away
something without replacing it with
something." When we got saved, we
gave up worldly things, but God
replaced it all with good things such
as love, joy, and peace.

Ask yourself WHY your child is
misbehaving. Are they tired, sick,
bored, or needing attention? When
you talk to them, explain your needs
and listen to their needs. Give them
something to do, such as chores,
playdough, coloring books, or legos;
be creative. Look for good role mod-
els. Ask for help, and pray for guid-
ance. Disruptive children can and
will disturb your peace.

Financial stress can disturb ev-
eryone's peace. It is EASY to get into
credit card debt and VERY HARD
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to get out! It takes sacrifice and self-
control to put off buying a desired
item until you have the money to buy
it. Teach your children "money does
not grow on trees" and the necessity
to SAVE before buying certain
items. Do NOT forget tithing!

Clutter—such as dirty dishes,
laundry, toys scattered throughout
the house, homework, school books
and supplies in every room, missing
keys, and piled-up mail—can also
steal your peace. A clean kitchen
always makes me smile. Bad habits
need to be worked on. Stop procras-
tinating and do what needs to be
done, and you will thank yourself
later. Clean as you go. If you mess it
up, clean it up. Get every member of
the household involved. Mom cannot
do it all. Dad needs to take care of
his belongings. Keys or work badges
need a designated place. The kids
need to learn to clean up their own
toys. 

Form good habits. When you
take off your coat, hang it up. Have a
convenient place for hanging things.
Dirty clothes need to go IN the bas-
ket, not BESIDE it. Little things
make big work. It disturbs everyone's
peace when you are ready to walk
out the door and cannot find your
keys, shoes, homework, Bible,  etc.
Organize your things neatly so they
are easy to use. Teach your children
neatness and cleanliness. Keep life
simple. You do not have to keep
EVERYTHING! I hate to dust; so
knickknacks are extra dusting for
me. If you like them, prepare to dust
them. Declutter, organize, and keep
what you have where you can find it.
The list includes but is not limited to
tools, groceries, clothes, informa-
tion/papers, and MUCH more.

Another big peace disturber is
issues or problems you need to deal
with. They lie between you and your
spouse like a sleeping lion everyone
is afraid to awaken. Pray about when
and how to approach the subject.
Maybe you need to get away for 
dinner or an overnight trip so you
can talk to each other without inter-
ruptions or little ears listening. I am
in favor of date nights. Save your

pennies, hire a babysitter, and go out
to dinner. Take a walk or a drive,
just the two of you, and TALK! It
should not be a one-way conversa-
tion. Both of you should talk to each
other and have a conversation.
Communication is a two-way street.

Here are a few things to consider
concerning conflict resolution. You
could be the one who is right, or you
COULD be wrong. Listen to what is
being said; consider the other per-
son's point of view. Ask God to help
you understand where the other per-
son is coming from and to show you
if YOU are wrong. Give the other
person time to digest the problem.
They may not realize something is a
problem for you. Be humble. When
you are upset, you should lower your
voice. "A soft answer turneth away
wrath" (Proverbs 15:1). Be polite.
Even when dealing with your com-
panion, you need to use your man-
ners and not interrupt. There should
be no name-calling. Keep it private;
do not get into a disagreement in
front of the kids, friends, or strang-
ers, at church, or Walmart. 

Married couples should find a
time when just the two of them can
talk. Stay in touch. Do not speak
impulsively or thoughtlessly. Know
what you are saying and why it is
important to you before you say it.
Put some thought into what is really
troubling you. Choose your battles.
Sometimes, you can find faults with
everything and everyone (except
yourself, of course). Some things are
not worth the time and effort to be
upset. Do not make statements such
as, "I hate you!" or "I'm going to kill
you!" or "If that's the way you feel,
find a lawyer!" (Divorce is not a
solution to any problem. It just cre-
ates more problems.) When you
calm down, you will regret hurtful
words, but the damage will have al-
ready been done. Keep your spirit
right. Sometimes you may need to
ask for forgiveness. It helps when
you remember to weigh your words
before you speak them.

You should use "I" statements to
express how you feel without throw-
ing blame on anyone else. For exam-

ple, "It makes me feel upset, angry,
or frustrated when I clean the house,
and within minutes, it looks like I
never touched it." When you use
accusatory words, it puts the other
person on the defense immediately.
An accusatory statement might be, "I
clean the house, and within minutes,
YOU trash it!" The focus should be
on the problem, not the person.

Choose one problem at a time,
and deal with it before moving on.
Marriage is a husband, a wife, and
God. Consider the marriage triangle.
When a couple is further from God,
the distance between husband and
wife is greater. When they are closer
to God, the husband and wife will be
closer to each other. Jesus is STILL
the answer!

Sister Joyce Corder

Sister Joyce Corder attends the
Church of God in Newark, OH.

BEGONE, UNBELIEF!

Begone, unbelief, my Savior is near,
And for my relief will surely appear.

His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink.

Since all that I meet shall work for my good,
The bitter is sweet, the medicine food;

Though painful at present, 'twill cease 
before long,

And then, oh, how pleasant the 
conqueror's song!

John Newton
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A BRIEF EXPOSITION OF
1 CORINTHIANS 3:12-15

Many people are errantly prone to relegate these ver-
ses to either the Day of Judgment or the eternal realm;
however, they have no reference to either one. In the con-
text, the Apostle Paul is speaking of "ye are God's build-
ing" (verse 9), that Christ is the "foundation" (verse 11),
and we are instructed to "let every man take heed how he
buildeth thereupon" (verse 10). This is the premise upon
which verses 12-15 are penned. The Apostle provided
guidance to this Corinthian congregation (and us, by ex-
tension, since it is included in the sacred canon) on how
to build our lives and congregations and how the faithful-
ness of the Lord assists us.

1 Corinthians 3:12 Now if any man build upon this
foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
stubble.

According to verse 10, "every man . . . buildeth."
Everyone is either building properly or improperly. This
is why the analogy is used in verse 12 of substances that
are durable and not durable. When ones "build upon this
foundation [Christ] gold, silver, precious stones," these
are durable substances that fire does not injure. "Gold"
and "silver" are refined by "fire" (Zechariah 13:9; Malachi
3:2). Not only can these first elements withstand the
"fire," but they are also purified and made better by such.
However, 1 Corinthians 3:12 proceeds in the analogy to
mention "wood, hay, stubble." None of these items are
durable; the "fire" consumes them. They represent "man's
work" (verse 13), that which is unsuitable to put on the
"foundation," or a life in Christ. These two categories
represent either the suitable or unsuitable "work" of man.

1 Corinthians 3:13 Every man's work shall be made
manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work
of what sort it is.
 

When Paul wrote, "For the day shall declare it," he
was speaking of "the day" when we are "God's building"
(verse 9). The Apostle told what "day" enables us to be
such in 2 Corinthians 6:2. It is "the day of salvation." This

is the "day" when the quality of "every man's work shall
be made manifest." This verse continues, "Because it
shall be revealed by fire." Jeremiah 23:29 declares, "Is
not my word like as a fire?" So, the "fire" represents the
"word." This is what reveals to us during this "day of sal-
vation" (the Gospel Day) whether our "work" is durable
and acceptable or unacceptable. It is based on the truth of
God's Word. 

The "gold" and "precious stones" (verse 12) are also
seen in the items of which the church is constructed in
Revelation 21:18-20. Verse 18 reads, "The city was pure
gold," and verse 19 says, "The foundations of the wall of
the city were garnished with all manner of precious
stones." Each of these symbolize various precious truths
of which our experience and the church are comprised.

In this Gospel Day, the Lord is a "faithful and true
witness" (Revelation 3:14), and through the "fire," or the
Word, He will reveal "every man's work of what sort it
is." At the Judgment, man will not be surprised about
"what sort" his "work" is. The faithfulness of God and the
message will make it known during this Gospel Day.
Jesus gave a parable in Matthew 7:24-27 and told of "a
wise man, which built his house upon a rock" (The
Emphatic Greek Diaglott says "the rock"). First Corin-
thians 10:4 tells us, "That Rock was Christ." Christ then
speaks of the "house" being tried. This is essentially what
is being described in 1 Corinthians 3:12-15. This chapter
goes on to speak of, "Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God" (verse 16), and in verse 17, he cautioned against
"any man" defiling "the temple of God." Paul was speak-
ing of our lives and making sure we "walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith ye are called" (Ephesians 4:1).

1 Corinthians 3:14 If any man's work abide which he
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

If our "work" is appropriate and lines up with the
Word of God, it will "abide." However, "if any man's
work shall be burned," in other words, the "fire" (the
Word) consumes it, showing it is not durable, appropri-
ate, or based in truth, "he shall suffer loss." For example,
suppose individuals have an experience of salvation but
have not been exposed to the truth concerning the church.
They are in Babylon where they have been a faithful
member, working to build that system up and lead people
into it. They think they are doing a "work" for God, but in
reality, they are doing a work for "the image of the beast"
(Revelation 13:15). When they hear the truth of Revela-
tion 18:4 and "Come out," the message (the "fire") has
"saved" and delivered them from that system, but all their
"work" was burned up by the truth and revealed for what
it was.

The Apostle Paul is an excellent example of this truth.
Jesus prophesied in John 16:2, "The time cometh, that
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God
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"The Lord's Employ"

service." This prophecy was fulfilled, at least in part, by
Saul of Tarsus. Speaking of himself, he said,  "Concern-
ing zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteous-
ness which is in the law, blameless" (Philippians 3:6).
Concerning the stoning of Stephen, Acts 8:1 says, "And
Saul was consenting unto his death." Saul's "work" at this
juncture in life was "wood, hay, stubble." Saul thought he
was doing "God service," but he was not. 

Verse 15 says, "He shall suffer loss [works that were
not suitable or Biblically based]: but he himself shall be
saved; yet so as by fire." The message reveals to him the

unsuitable nature of what he has allowed to work in his
life. When an individual accepts that and conforms his life
and "work" to the message of truth, it enables him to
either get "saved," if he is not, or maintain being "saved"
by measuring to the light that the "fire" brings.
 

Brother Earl R. Borders

Brother Earl R. Borders is the pastor of the 
Church of God in Summersville, WV.

When my sky is clear and bright,
When I find it dark as night;
Just to trust and do the right,

That's enough for me.

When my heart is filled with joy,
When the foe would fain destroy,

If I'm in the Lord's employ,
That's enough for me.

William Henry

There have been times when
the weight of life's problems has
weighed down on me so heavily
that, although still in the "Lord's
employ," my heart was not in it.
During those times, I have
walked and prayed, telling God:
"I need help. I cannot carry the
load." God has never failed to
move in so wonderfully. The
burdens and problems are still
there, but God is helping me
carry the load. Ruby Bush was
trying to carry it, not taking it to
God, and she was not getting
any sleep. I was just worrying
and fretting. I was failing to do it
the right way by asking God to
help me carry those burdens.

I thank the Lord for helping
me and being there for me. I
thank Him for the Church of
God! Sometimes when we go
through hard times, the enemy
tries to make us feel that we are
all alone and nobody cares, that

no one else has ever had a prob-
lem like this. However, it is a
common salvation, and everyone
has problems. 

When we get to looking too
much to "me" and "my prob-
lems," we cannot carry anyone
else's burdens, and we really are
not doing ourselves any good
either. Thank God, He has
helped me in those times. It is
truly a walk of faith, not feeling.
Often, when we do have feel-
ings, we feel down, but thank
God, He looked down on our
humble estate. "When the foe
would fain destroy," thank the
Lord, I kept in my "Lord's em-
ploy." 

Sister Ruby Bush

Sister Ruby Bush attends the 
Church of God in Newark, OH.
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IS THE THIRD HEAVEN AND PARADISE (2 CORINTHIANS

12:2 AND 4) SPEAKING OF THE SAME THING?

To be "rightly dividing"
(2 Timothy 2:15) this passage 
(2 Corinthians 12:1-4), we must
begin with understanding a lar-
ger, overarching premise. Time is
but a slice cut out "from everlast-
ing to everlasting" (Psalm 90:2).
Prior to time was eternity, or
"from everlasting" (eternity past),
and subsequent to time is "to ev-
erlasting" (eternity future). Also,
eternity runs parallel to time, for
there are those who have passed
off of the stage of action and in-
habit eternity. We see a clear ex-
ample of this with Moses and
Elijah appearing with Christ on
the Mount of Transfiguration
(Matthew 17:1-4; Mark 9:2-5; Luke
9:28-31). All three synoptic Gospel
writers were inspired to record
this account which brought two of
those who inhabit eternity, Moses
and Elijah, into view. 

Christ allowed us to glimpse a
view of eternity when He spoke of
the rich man and Lazarus (Luke
16:19-31). This is a not parable, for
there is not a single parable where
Christ used an individual's name
as He did in Luke, Chapter 16.
This premise of understanding,
that there are two concurrent
realms (time and eternity), is es-
sential because there are many
realities which span both realms.
For instance, in Ephesians 3:15 the

Apostle Paul spoke of "the whole
family" (singular); yet, he spoke of
it "in heaven and earth." Although
there is only one "family," it spans
two realms—eternity and time. So
it is with "the kingdom." 

In Luke 16:16, Jesus taught
that "the kingdom of God" is a
present reality and that "every
man presseth into it." Romans
14:17 tells us that "the kingdom of
God IS" (a present-tense reality)
and that it is a spiritual entity or
experience: "righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost."
Yet, in the Apostle Paul's final
Epistle, he wrote, "The Lord . . . 
will preserve me unto his heav-
enly kingdom" (2 Timothy 4:18).
This reveals "the kingdom" also
spans the two realms—time and
eternity. So it is with "paradise." 

Certainly, there is an eternal
aspect that lies beyond this veil of
flesh. Jesus proclaimed to the dy-
ing thief, "To day shalt thou be
with me in paradise" (Luke 23:43).
This is the same place Jesus re-
ferred to in Luke 16:22 that Laza-
rus occupied and is referred to
commonly as "Abraham's bosom."
However, "paradise" spans these
two realms as well. 

When God placed man in the
Garden of Eden, it was a paradise;
yet, it was a place in time, not
eternity. Thus, there is an aspect

of "paradise" that currently occu-
pies time. The earthly paradise of
"Eden" was lost because of man's
sin, but everything that was lost
through Adam has been restored
by "the last Adam" (1 Corinthians
15:45), Jesus Christ. 

Christ spoke to the congrega-
tion in Ephesus and encouraged
them, "To him that overcometh
[not speaking of an experience
subsequent to death, but a victory
obtained during life] will I give to
eat of the tree of life, which is in
the midst of the paradise of God"
(Revelation 2:7).

When we are "rightly divid-
ing" Revelation, Chapter 22, we
see a portrayal of paradise re-
stored. It is a symbolic portrayal
of the realities we enjoy currently
in the church. (For a more de-
tailed treatment, see Volume 6,
Chapter 22, of The Book of Revela-
tion Explained.) Therefore,  "para-
dise" is a spiritual reality that
spans the two realms of time and
eternity as well. One day, when
time is no more and it reels into
eternity, these spiritual realities
(which in truth are one—one fam-
ily, one kingdom, and one para-
dise—but spanning two realms)
will be one in one realm.

In 2 Corinthians, Chapter 12,
the Apostle was speaking of "the
third heaven" (verse 2), or "para-
dise" (verse 4), as a spiritual posi-
tion where one is able to "come to
visions and revelations of the
Lord" (verse 1). In Ephesians 2:6,
he referred to this ecclesiastical
heaven as "heavenly places in
Christ Jesus," and this verse indi-
cates the Lord "hath [a reality dur-
ing time] raised us up together,
and made us sit together in heav-
enly places," a present spiritual
reality we are privileged to enjoy
now.

Brother Earl R. Borders

Brother Earl R. Borders is the 
pastor of the Church of God 

in Summersville, WV.
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Camp Meetings

Upcoming
WHITE PINE, TN Church of God at Douglas Lake, 185 Hwy 25E, White Pine, TN 37890
 June 11-18 For reservations, contact: Bro. or Sis. Williams @ 678-215-1540

For more information, contact: Pastor Roger Nethers @ 770-206-0786

NEWARK, OH Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055
 June 18-25        Three services daily: 10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

For lodging/camper reservations, call 740-345-1213 
or visit us @ GodsAcres.org ("Events" & "Dates and Reservations") 
or email: reservations@godsacres.us

Please make reservations in advance, if possible. PLEASE NO PETS.
For more information, contact: Pastor Roger L. Decker @ 740-344-2543

MUNCIE, IN Ninth Street Church of God, 125 S. 9th Street, New Castle, IN 47362
 July 5-9 The camp meeting will be held at the Central Friends' Campground, 

5601 E 650 S Road, Muncie, IN 47302. 
Service times: Wednesday 7:30 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday 9 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.; 

Sunday 9 a.m. 
For lodging/camping reservations, contact Sis. Michelle Gingerich @ 765-808-8705 
For more information, contact: Pastor Allen Polston @ 765-521-8284

CANBY, OR Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Avenue, Canby, OR 97013
 July 17-23 The first service begins Monday at 7 p.m. 

Two services daily: 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Please make reservations in advance, if possible. To make reservations or

for more information, contact: Pastor E. David Stegmeier @ 503-266-9297

NEWARK, OH Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055
 July 30- Three services daily: 10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

August 6 For lodging/camper reservations, call 740-345-1213 
or visit us @ GodsAcres.org ("Events" & "Dates and Reservations") 
or email: reservations@godsacres.us

Please make reservations in advance, if possible. PLEASE NO PETS.
For more information, contact:

Pastor Roger L. Decker @ 740-344-2543

WHITE PINE, TN Church of God at Douglas Lake, 185 Hwy 25E, White Pine, TN 37890
 October 11-15 For reservations, contact: Bro. or Sis. Williams @ 678-215-1540

For more information, contact: Pastor Roger Nethers @ 770-206-0786

NEWARK, OH Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055
 December 27-31 Three services daily: 10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

(For lodging reservations and more information, see above.)
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CONTACT US

Mail:  The Gospel Trumpeter 
675 N. Cedar Street 
Newark, OH 43055  USA

E-mail:  subscribe@gospeltrumpeter.com 

Phone: (740) 345-1312

NEW SUBSCRIPTION, CHANGE OF ADDRESS, OR CANCELLATION

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID

AT THE POST OFFICE IN

NEWARK, OH 43055

USPS # 871620

(Please Print)

 NAME: 

 ADDRESS: 

 CITY:  STATE: 

 ZIP CODE:  COUNTRY: 

Please check the appropriate box below, and for changes or
cancellations return this entire page with the old address.

G Subscription     G  Incorrect spelling of name or address
 G Change of address    G  Cancellation

Postman send form 3579 to:

The Gospel Trumpeter
675 N. Cedar Street

Newark, Ohio 43055 U.S.A.
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