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A Precious Time
The fall camp meeting ended
with great victories, blessings, and
rejoicing. Being together again with
the precious saints of God was
simply beautiful. The fellowship,
unity, and unfeigned love we
shared together were truly remarkable. It reminds me of the song
D.S. Warner penned entitled "The
Bond of Perfectness." Verse 1 says:
"How sweet this bond of perfectness, The wondrous love of Jesus;
A pure foretaste of heaven's bliss,
Oh, fellowship so precious!" The
chorus says: "O brethren, how this
perfect love Unites us all in Jesus!
One heart, and soul, and mind we
prove The union heaven gave us."
Psalm 133:1 says, "Behold, how
good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity!"
A loving fellowship prevailed
throughout the meeting. A marvelous time was spent with dear ones
who have a kindred spirit. It was
truly beneficial to be in such a
beautiful atmosphere. We enjoyed
the rich blessings of the Spirit of
God. It is no wonder David penned
the words, "I was glad when they
said unto me, Let us go into the
house of the LORD" (Psalm 122:1).
David was glad for the opportunity
to be in God's house and fellowship
with his brethren. It was a time his
soul could be refreshed, and he
could learn more about the Lord.
This wonderful camp meeting
began on Sunday morning, July 31,
2022. Pastor Roger Decker joyfully
opened the morning service and
prayed for God's presence and
blessing to be upon the meeting.
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One quartet sang "Boundless
Love." The chorus says: "His love
is a boundless love, and it reaches
down and touches me. His love is
an endless love that will last
through all eternity." This beautiful
hymn expresses the deep love God
has for mankind. Brother Decker
brought the first message, "Does
God Remember You and Me?" The
content of his message was inspiring and uplifting to our hearts. He
reminded us that the saints go
through hard places in life, meeting
with great distress and trials along
life's journey. At times it may appear as though the Lord is nowhere
to be found and He has forgotten
us. However, that is not the case,
for God's mind is always on His
children. The words of the quartet's
song fit perfectly with Brother
Decker's thoughts.
Brother Aurelius Raines was the
evening evangelist. He began with
a sobering message about a famine
of the Gospel. His message was not
about a shortage of literal bread or
water. Instead, it was on the shortage of hearing the eternal Word of
God. In many places there is a refusal to sound forth the dreadful
judgments of God. It served as a
warning to abandon any and all
wicked ways. We were instructed
to give heed to the mandates of
God. His messages throughout the
week centered on church doctrine
and holiness.
Other brethren brought sermons
that enlightened, stirred, and challenged our hearts. These dear
[continued on page 6]

John 10:22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it
was winter.
23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch.
24 Then came the Jews round
about him, and said unto him, How
long dost thou make us to doubt? If
thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.
25 Jesus answered them, I told
you, and ye believed not: the works
that I do in my Father's name, they
bear witness of me.
26 But ye believe not, because ye
are not of my sheep, as I said unto
you.
27 My sheep hear my voice, and
I know them, and they follow me:
28 And I give unto them eternal

life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand.
29 My Father, which gave them
me, is greater than all; and no man
is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.
30 I and my Father are one.
Revelation 14:1 And I looked,
and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount
Sion, and with him an hundred forty
and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads.
2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and
as the voice of a great thunder: and I
heard the voice of harpers harping
with their harps:

3 And they sung as it were a
new song before the throne, and
before the four beasts, and the elders:
and no man could learn that song
but the hundred and forty and four
thousand, which were redeemed from
the earth.
4 These are they which were not
defiled with women; for they are
virgins. These are they which follow
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.
These were redeemed from among
men, being the firstfruits unto God
and to the Lamb.
5 And in their mouth was found
no guile: for they are without fault
before the throne of God.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Earmarks of the Church
In our Scripture reading in
John's Gospel, Jesus was walking
and teaching in the temple in
Solomon's Porch. The Jews gathered around Him and asked this
question: "How long dost thou
make us to doubt? If thou be the
Christ, tell us plainly." They
wanted an answer from Jesus.
"Are you the Anointed One or
not?" No doubt, some really
wanted to know, but others
wanted to trap Him and accuse
Him of blasphemy. Jesus answered in two ways that were
proof He was the Christ. In John
10:25 Jesus said, "I told you, and
ye believed not: the works that I
do in my Father's name, they
bear witness of me." The two

ways Jesus revealed Himself to
those in question were His Word
and His deeds. Both were convincers He was the Anointed
One. Then Jesus told them they
were not of His sheep because
they were nonbelievers.
Those who are true followers
of Christ hear His voice. He
knows them, and they follow
Him. Those words of Jesus are as
true today as when John wrote
them down. The true Church of
God hears from God. God recognizes each member, and the
members follow Jesus. These are
true earmarks of the church. Every true follower of Jesus is hearing from Jesus. Jesus lives in their
hearts, and they are obeying Him
or following Him. All three attributes are necessary to be a true
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follower of Jesus Christ. Some
say, "Just believe and you will
have eternal life." That is not all
there is to it. First, you have to be
a hearer; then Jesus has to know
you are His child; and then you
have to be a follower of Him to
have eternal life.
God is not giving eternal life
to anyone He is angry with every
day. The Bible says in Psalm 7:11,
"God judgeth the righteous, and
God is angry with the wicked
every day." Eternal life depends
on what you are under, judgment
or blessing. Some people have
the wrong opinion of what wickedness is in the Bible. When the
word "wicked" is used by a minister, a pastor, or a teacher, all
they think about are drunkards,
thieves, adulterers, and violent
3

men. They are all wicked. However, the Bible teaches about others who were wicked and were
not drunkards or thieves.
Let us read what God thinks,
not what we think. Psalm 37:21
says, "The wicked borroweth,
and payeth not again: but the
righteous sheweth mercy, and
giveth." Some get down financially and they borrow, but they
do not pay back what they owe.
The way the Scripture is written,
the wicked would not pay back
what they borrowed if they had
the means to pay it back. Wickedness comes on those who walk
away from their debts. You
should not walk away from your
debts. If you borrowed it, you
need to pay it. If you cannot pay
it, acknowledge it.
Some people think wickedness is confined to someone who
is an adulterer, a homosexual, or
a drunkard. Yet, there are other
things closer to our everyday
living God considers wicked.
Proverbs 17:4 reads, "A wicked
doer giveth heed to false lips;
and a liar giveth ear to a naughty
tongue." What is this Scripture
dealing with? Gossipers fall into
this category of wickedness.
Someone may say, "Oh, I would
not consider myself wicked just
because I have told some things I
heard." Let us stick with the
Scriptures. They bring wickedness a little closer to us and get
our minds away from focusing
only on vile sins.

of the Book of Revelation give us
a picture of false systems of worship, such as the dragon, the
beast, and the false prophet.
These systems of worship oppose
being true followers of Christ.
They hold God's people in bondage, and they mix God's Word
with false interpretations.
Mount Zion is a type of the
Church of God. Let us prove it by
the Bible. Hebrews 12:22-23 says:
"But ye are come unto mount
Sion, and unto the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the general
assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in
heaven, and to God the Judge of
all, and to the spirits of just men
made perfect."

A Visible Body of Christ

In our Scripture text in Revelation, Chapter 14, we see a visible body of Christ who had come
out from all false systems of worship and was standing with the
Lamb on Mount Zion. Full salvation was once again on display,
and there was unity among
God's people in one body, the
one Church of the Living God.
Away with sectism! There may
be good people there, but God
despises the system and calls
people to come out of it. This is a

Revelation, Chapter 14, gives
a clear picture of a true follower
of Christ. John looked and saw a
Lamb standing on Mount Zion,
back in His rightful position as
Head of the church. Jesus is the
Head of the church. No longer
was Martin Luther or John Wesley promoted. It was the Lamb
who was back in His rightful
position. The church was visible
for all to see. Chapters 12 and 13
4
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picture of the church being restored in the sixth-seal age, the
time when God brought out His
people who were scattered on
the hills of Babylon.
Ezekiel 34:12-14 reads: "As a
shepherd seeketh out his flock in
the day that he is among his
sheep that are scattered; so will I
seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where
they have been scattered in the
cloudy and dark day. And I will
bring them out from the people,
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their
own land, and feed them upon
the mountains of Israel by the
rivers, and in all the inhabited
places of the country. I will feed
them in a good pasture, and
upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there shall
they lie in a good fold, and in a
fat pasture shall they feed upon
the mountains of Israel."
God calls His people back to
Mount Zion, where there is a
good pasture, contentment, and
plenty to eat. The prophet said in
Isaiah 35:10, "And the ransomed
of the LORD shall return, and
come to Zion with songs and
everlasting joy upon their heads:
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away." Here were a
people who had their harps back
and were singing a new song
before the throne. You cannot
play the harp or sing the songs of
redemption down in Babylon.
Psalm 137:1-4 says: "By the
rivers of Babylon, there we sat
down [they were inactive], yea,
we wept, when we remembered
Zion [they had memories]. We
hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. For
there they that carried us away
captive required of us a song;
and they that wasted us required
of us mirth, saying, Sing us one
of the songs of Zion. How shall
we sing the LORD'S song in a
strange land?" Babylon is a
strange land to a child of God.

The songs of Zion are songs of
redemption and songs about
coming out of Babylon.
False Systems of Worship
Revelation 14:4 says, "These
are they which were not defiled
with women; for they are virgins.
These are they which follow the
Lamb whithersoever he goeth.
These were redeemed from
among men, being the firstfruits
unto God and to the Lamb." The
first ones to come out and set up
the unity of God's people and
restore the Church of the Living
God "were not defiled with
women," or false religion. They
followed the Lamb, were redeemed from among men, and
they had no guile.
The message I heard when I
got saved in 1967 has always
been to stay away from Babylon,
and it has never changed. In
many places today, Babylon is
not considered Babylon; it is considered a place with different
ideas. I am going to stand on the
truth that God does not want His
people committing spiritual fornication.
Throughout the Gospel Day,
there is the true church, but also
there is a false church with false
systems of worship. These systems want the same name to take
away their reproach, but they
want to eat their own bread and
wear their own apparel. They
may call themselves the Church
of God, but they are Babylon.
Those who have been raised under this truth should have it in
their minds and in their hearts, as
the people had it in their foreheads who were following the
Lamb.
We are not against people,
but we are against systems of
worship and false leadership
who take advantage and cause
people to be led away under the
guise of true religion. Many will
overlook truth because of their
so-called friends who act so con-

cerned. They are not true friends,
but proselytes. Proselytes are
careful not to show any bitterness, falsity, or deceit at first.
They show themselves as caring
people. They may say: "You are
under bondage. Come over here.
We love God too. We dress the
way we want to dress because
God does not care about the external standard." They will treat
you so good, and they will get
you hooked into deceit. When
you lose your love for the truth,
God will send you a strong delusion.
When you overlook the truth
on Babylon, you are telling God
you do not believe His Word
means the same today as it once
did under the sixth seal. I am not
talking about treating people
wrong. You can treat people
right and still stand separate.
God forbid anyone would show
a wrong attitude or a wrong spirit. You can have the truth in a
right spirit and in a right way.
On the other hand, you can profess all you want, but if your
heart is down in Babylon, then
there is no joy or happiness in
your service.
The Bread and Apparel
of God's People
Isaiah 4:1 reads, "And in that
day seven women [one for each
Gospel Day] shall take hold of
one man, saying [the seven letters, the seven seals, and the
seven trumpets cover every one
of these Gospel days], We will
eat our own bread, and wear our
own apparel: only let us be called
by thy name, to take away our
reproach." God's people have
apparel. The prophet said in Isaiah 61:10, "I will greatly rejoice in
the LORD, my soul shall be joyful
in my God; for he hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth
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herself with her jewels." The garments of salvation and the robes
of righteousness are the apparel
of God's people.
John 6:35 tells us what bread
God's people eat. "And Jesus said
unto them, I am the bread of life:
he that cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on
me shall never thirst."
False religion has apparel too.
Isaiah 64:6 reads, "But we are all
as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses [self-righteousness] are as filthy rags; and we
all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken
us away." They also have their
own bread to eat. Revelation
19:18 says, "That ye may eat the
flesh of kings, and the flesh of
captains, and the flesh of mighty
men, and the flesh of horses, and
of them that sit on them, and the
flesh of all men, both free and
bond, both small and great."
They feed on the flesh.
God's people follow the
Lamb. Jesus said, "They follow
Me." Otherwise, they are led by
Holy Ghost leadership. They
hear the voice of Christ, and they
follow Him, not wherever they
please, but wherever He leads.
The Lamb does not go down to
Babylon and try to take it over.
God is not speaking there anymore. According to Revelation
18:2, Babylon "is fallen," not going to fall, but "is fallen." You
may not like this type of preaching. There are plenty of places
that do not preach these truths.
Revelation 18:21-23 reads:
"And a mighty angel took up a
stone like a great millstone, and
cast it into the sea, saying, Thus
with violence shall that great city
Babylon be thrown down, and
shall be found no more at all.
And the voice of harpers, and
musicians, and of pipers, and
trumpeters, shall be heard no
more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be,
shall be found any more in thee;
and the sound of a millstone
5

shall be heard no more at all in
thee; And the light of a candle
shall shine no more at all in thee;
and the voice of the bridegroom
and of the bride shall be heard
no more at all in thee: for thy
merchants were the great men of
the earth; for by thy sorceries
were all nations deceived."
Established in Holiness
Again, the Lamb leads His
true followers. They are redeemed from human religion
and creeds. Men exalt their human creeds, doctrines, headquarters, activities, and buildings
above God, and they are an
abomination to God. Jesus said in
Luke 16:15, "Ye are they which
justify yourselves before men;
but God knoweth your hearts: for
that which is highly esteemed
among men is abomination in the
sight of God."
The Scripture text says they
were the "firstfruits unto God
and to the Lamb." They were the
first "come-outers" who represented the visible body of Christ.
They believed in and practiced
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brothers were Nathan Harding, Mike
Miller, Mickey Mullins, Brandon
Gonzalez, Marty Simpson, and Larry
Dishman. The Lord used their messages to shed greater understanding
on the truth of God's Word. It is still
the sound preaching of the Gospel
that enlightens the heart. Brother
Reggie Stegmeier held a teaching
series each afternoon on the subject
of prayer. Prayer is essential to a
Christian's success. After hearing the
truth, we must do as Hebrews 2:1 instructs: "Therefore we ought to give
the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time
we should let them slip."
The highlight of the meeting was
seeing lost souls seek God for salva6

holiness. They had no guile, or
no fault. God's people teach, live,
and practice holiness. Luke 1:75
says, "In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of
our life." We are to live in holiness and righteousness, not just
when we come to church, but all
the days in between.
God wants His people established in holiness. First Thessalonians 3:13 says, "To the end he
may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before
God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with
all his saints."
Are you a true follower of
Jesus Christ? There are some
promises to those who are faithful, according to John 10:28: eternal life, life with no end, and a
life that is secure. You can have
the life of eternity dwelling within. You can know the splendor
and the magnificence of a life in
God with no end. You can dwell
with the Lord forever. You can
have the security of life, even
when things are falling all
around you. When things are
changing, you can have the secu-

rity of being in the hand of Jesus
Christ.
Psalm 91:1-7 reads: "He that
dwelleth in the secret place of the
most High shall abide under the
shadow of the Almighty. I will
say of the LORD, He is my refuge
and my fortress: my God; in him
will I trust. Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the
fowler, and from the noisome
pestilence. He shall cover thee
with his feathers, and under his
wings shalt thou trust: his truth
shall be thy shield and buckler.
Thou shalt not be afraid for the
terror by night; nor for the arrow
that flieth by day; Nor for the
pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that
wasteth at noonday. A thousand
shall fall at thy side, and ten
thousand at thy right hand; but it
shall not come nigh thee."
If you are not a true follower
of Jesus Christ, you need to be.
They are the ones who have eternal life and the security of being
in the hand of Jesus Christ. They
are the true followers.

tion. Thank God, dear ones humbled
themselves before God in old-time
repentance. Conviction gripped the
hearts of the lost as they bowed before Christ in godly sorrow. How
wonderful it was to witness men and
women weeping their way to the
throne of grace. We can assuredly
say the Lord prepared a bountiful
table for us, and there were plenty of
good things for our souls to feast
upon. The Lord always has an ample
supply of spiritual nourishment to
bring strength and health to meet
every need. The wonderful preaching, teaching, singing, and fellowship
thrilled our hearts beyond expression. Our cups overflowed many
times over. These blessed times can
only happen because of the Lord's

presence.
The precious times we spent
together will be remembered by all
who attended. Pastor Roger Decker
wishes to thank everyone who came
to the camp meeting. Your generous
giving and labors helped make the
meeting successful and were greatly
appreciated. He trusts each one will
retain the help and blessings they
received while being here at God's
Acres. Most of all, we are deeply
grateful for the visitation of God's
Holy Spirit. Our prayer is that the
Lord will richly bless you until we all
meet again.
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Selected

Mark 5:1 And they came over
unto the other side of the sea, into
the country of the Gadarenes.
2 And when he was come out of
the ship, immediately there met him
out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,
3 Who had his dwelling among
the tombs; and no man could bind
him, no, not with chains:
4 Because that he had been often
bound with fetters and chains, and
the chains had been plucked asunder
by him, and the fetters broken in
pieces: neither could any man tame
him.
5 And always, night and day, he
was in the mountains, and in the
tombs, crying, and cutting himself
with stones.
6 But when he saw Jesus afar off,
he ran and worshipped him,
7 And cried with a loud voice,
and said, What have I to do with
thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most
high God? I adjure thee by God, that
thou torment me not.
8 For he said unto him, Come
out of the man, thou unclean spirit.
9 And he asked him, What is thy
name? And he answered, saying,
My name is Legion: for we are
many.
10 And he besought him much
that he would not send them away
out of the country.
11 Now there was there nigh
unto the mountains a great herd of
swine feeding.
12 And all the devils besought
him, saying, Send us into the swine,
that we may enter into them.

13 And forthwith Jesus gave
them leave. And the unclean spirits
went out, and entered into the
swine: and the herd ran violently
down a steep place into the sea, (they
were about two thousand;) and were
choked in the sea.
14 And they that fed the swine
fled, and told it in the city, and in
the country. And they went out to
see what it was that was done.
15 And they come to Jesus, and
see him that was possessed with the
devil, and had the legion, sitting,
and clothed, and in his right mind:
and they were afraid.
16 And they that saw it told
them how it befell to him that was

possessed with the devil, and also
concerning the swine.
17 And they began to pray him
to depart out of their coasts.
18 And when he was come into
the ship, he that had been possessed
with the devil prayed him that he
might be with him.
19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him
not, but saith unto him, Go home to
thy friends, and tell them how great
things the Lord hath done for thee,
and hath had compassion on thee.
20 And he departed, and began
to publish in Decapolis how great
things Jesus had done for him: and
all men did marvel.

Brother Larry Dishman
The God of Hopeless
Situations
This text of Scripture is in the
midst of several hopeless situations. Prior to this event, Jesus
and His disciples were out on the
sea during a tremendous storm.
The disciples were certain they
were going to die. In their minds,

they were in a hopeless situation.
Probably at one time, or maybe
many times in your life, you may
have been in a hopeless situation
until Jesus came on board. Those
men were seasoned fishermen;
yet they were helpless to solve
their problems. That storm was
no problem for Jesus, the master
of the sea. He calmed the storm,
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and thank God, He calmed the
men in the ship.
Jesus moved on to another set
of impossible situations. He encountered a man who was possessed by thousands of demons.
This man could not help himself,
and the people around him could
not help him. Next, Jesus dealt
with a diseased woman, and then
7

in this same chapter, He raised a
A Legion of Devils
the condition of many sinners in
dead girl back to life. All four
the lost world today.
situations appeared to be hopeMark 5:2 reads, "And when
Ephesians 2:1-3 says: "And
less from a human perspective; he was come out of the ship, im- you hath he quickened, who
yet in each case, Jesus proved mediately there met him out of were dead in trespasses and sins;
Himself to be the master of each the tombs a man with an unclean Wherein in time past ye walked
of them. If the demon-possessed spirit." This story opens with a according to the course of this
man were living today, he might man who was held fast in the world, according to the prince of
be sent to a mental institution. If grip of the devil. Many people the power of the air, the spirit
the diseased woman were living today are being held by the very that now worketh in the children
today, hospice might be called in grip of the devil. You may not of disobedience: Among whom
to take care of her. If the dead want to admit it, but if you are also we all had our conversation
girl were here today, her body not saved, you are being held by in times past in the lusts of our
would be sent to a cemetery.
the grip of the devil.
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the
As you read this chapter, you
When Jesus and His disciples flesh and of the mind; and were
will discover Jesus is the master came to this Gentile region of the by nature the children of wrath,
of the deep, the master of the Gadarenes, they met a man even as others."
demonic, the master of disease, whose life had been destroyed by
Jesus stated in John 8:44: "Ye
and the master of death. I was demonic infestation. Satan was are of your father the devil, and
dead in trespasses and sins, but the master of his life, and he was the lusts of your father ye will
He raised me from
do. He was a murderer
the dead, spiritually
from the beginning, and
speaking. From death
abode not in the truth,
to life, He lifted me!
because there is no truth
"My name is Legion: for we are many."
He will demonstrate
in him. When he speakA legion in the Roman army
His power over all
eth a lie, he speaketh of
ranged from 2,000 to 6,000
the difficulties and
his own: for he is a liar,
dangers of life.
and the father of it."
soldiers.
I want to take a
Two words heavily
trip with you to a
contributed to this man's
cemetery to watch
world: cemetery and
Jesus demonstrate His power in in a state of hopelessness and chains. The Bible says he was
the spiritual realm. I want you to helplessness. We are told he had living in the tombs, not in a
see Him deliver a man who was an unclean spirit; then we find he house. Someone in his condition
in a spiritually hopeless condi- was not just the home of one foul today would more than likely be
tion. As you watch the Lord de- spirit, but he was possessed by a isolated, maybe in a prison, so he
liver this poor soul, keep in mind legion of devils. A legion in the could be kept from harming othHe can move in your life with the Roman army could have ranged
ers. No doubt, doctors would
same power. Jesus has lost none from two to six thousand sol- prescribe drugs for him. Demons
of His power. He can still work diers. It is possible this man had
cannot be medicated, but the
in your life today.
as many as six thousand demons human body can be medicated.
The best word I could use to in him. Upon Jesus' command, In those days, they could not
describe Legion would be a ma- those demons left him and en- control a person with medication,
niac. The definition for a maniac tered a herd of swine, a number and they did not have mental
is "a person exhibiting extreme of about two thousand. There- institutions to confine people.
systems of wild behavior." That fore, we know he had at least The demons in this man drove
is a good definition for this man two thousand demons inside him away from the living, and he
who was so out of control, it was him.
spent his life among the tombs.
bizarre. Christ is still in the busiThis man had been totally
ness of breaking the chains that under the control of the devil,
The Scars of Sin
have people bound. He can still and that is where the devil wants
work out hopeless situations. Al- every one of us. If you are not
In those days, people were
though you may not be able to do saved, you are under the control not buried in the ground. Tombs
one thing about your situation, of the devil, and you need Jesus. were carved in the hillsides, and
there is a God in Heaven who
You never know what the devil bodies were placed there. This
can still take care of hopeless is going to get into you. This man's demons caused him to live
situations.
man's case is no different from with the bones and the decaying
8
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corpses of the dead. The Bible
also states the people around him
tried to restrain him. They would
catch him and bind him with
fetters and chains. Fetters were
attached to the feet, and chains
bound the hands and arms.
These man-made devices could
not hold Legion; he broke them.
As we look at this poor soul,
it is not hard to make the comparison between him and the lost
souls around us who are trapped
in the same state of sinful depravity. The sin that possesses
the heart of the lost sinner will
drive him to waste his days
among the dead, spiritually
speaking. The lost sinner has no
desire to be around the living.
Death and the works of darkness
are all he cares about.
Man has methods of trying to
conquer and cure all the problems that plague humanity. Men
have jails, prisons, institutions,
asylums, medications, and psychology to answer such dilemmas. The problem with men's
efforts to cure humanity's problems is their efforts do not treat
the cause of the situations. When
Jesus came to this man, He did
not treat the symptoms; He treated the cause. A man acts the way
he acts because he is a sinner. A
man does what he does because
he has a bad heart, but thank
God for Jesus. When you get oldtime salvation, He takes out the
old heart and gives you a brandnew heart, and you can live differently.
Many people choose darkness over light because they hate
the light. Most lost people choose
sin over the Savior because they
love evil, and they are totally
given over to its pursuit. A professing Christian needs to examine his heart if he loses the desire
to be in the house of God. Friend,
when you cannot sit still through
a preaching service, you have a
spiritual problem. You are reverting to the ways of the old
man, and that is a dangerous and

frightful place to be.
Mark 5:5 reads, "And always,
night and day, he was in the
mountains, and in the tombs,
crying, and cutting himself with
stones." Have you ever thought
about this man's desperation?
Can you imagine the terror this
man caused? He was wildly running around in the cemetery and
in the mountains, naked and
screaming and hollering night
and day. He cut his body, which
caused his body to be covered
with blood and scars.
Sinner friend, the longer you
stay in sin, the more you are going to be scarred by sin. Sin scars
every individual. Even though
you may get saved, you will still
have the scars of sin. The longer
you continue down the road of
sin, the more scars you will carry
with you for the rest of your life.
Thank God, Jesus does a perfect
work, but the man in our Scripture lesson still had the scars sin
had left behind. Illegal drugs
have rotted people's teeth and
caused many other physical
problems. Smoking cigarettes
and drinking alcohol will scar
you. Living a life of sin will scar
you for life.
The Compassionate
Touch of the Master
Whether you are lost and
bound by sin or backslidden and
out of God's will, there is only
one cure for your condition. It is
not an appeal, a psychiatrist, a
priest, the Pope, or a program.
What you need is Jesus. He is the
only antidote for the poison of
sin. He is the only cure for the
sinner's condition. Friend, Jesus
is the only solution to your problem. This man in our Scripture
text was in a sad condition. It
was horrible and severe, but
thank God, Jesus had a solution.
There is just one source of help,
not two or three. Jesus said in
John 12:32, "And I, if I be lifted
up from the earth, will draw all
GospelTrumpeter.com • October 2022

men unto me."
Everyone in that region
feared this man and fled in terror
when he came near them. They
trembled when they heard the
screams and the shrieks of his
voice. They probably told their
children: "When you see that
crazy man, run for your life! Stay
away from him!" Everyone
avoided this man except Jesus. I
am glad Jesus did not avoid me.
There was nothing in me that
would cause Him to want me,
but thank God, He did not avoid
me. Jesus Christ did not avoid
this man. He made a special trip
across the sea because He wanted to deliver this man from the
grip of Satan.
In the eyes of the world, this
man was not special, but to Jesus,
he was. Maybe God has brought
you through a lot of hard situations. Perhaps God came and
made a way when there was no
way. Friend, the devil wants you
to think there is no hope for you,
but you are special to God. A
long time ago, God gave His only
Son so you could have life more
abundantly. That makes you special. Jesus Christ was willing to
leave the Glory World, come
down here, and take upon Him a
fleshly body. He lived a holy life,
went to the Cross, and suffered
pain and agony. Do you know
why? He believes you are special, and He would like to save
you. It is His will.
Everyone else feared this
man who dwelled among the
tombs and avoided him, but Jesus had compassion on him. After you get saved, God will give
you a compassionate heart. Jesus
cared about the condition this
man was in, and He moved to do
something about it. This man was
not a Jew. He was a Gentile. Yet
the Lord reached out to him. I
thank God for the boundless love
of Jesus Christ! When there is no
hope, Jesus will come to your
rescue. When you see someone
bound in sin, you may think:
9

"That person is a lost cause. He
(or she) will never get saved." I
have seen others who were
written off as a lost cause, but
Jesus made a difference. Friend,
Jesus loves you despite your sins.
He will come to where you are
and deliver you from the bondage that grips you.
Jesus Christ loved you
enough to die for you on the
Cross. No one has ever been beyond the compassionate touch of
the Master, not Zacchaeus in the
tree, not Saul of Tarsus with the
hate in his heart and his desire to
destroy the Church of God, not
the Ethiopian eunuch with his
religious confusion, and certainly
not you with all your sinful baggage. A compassionate Savior is
waiting to set you free.
The Transforming
Power of Jesus
Jesus sees people with a different set of eyes than we do. We
see their sins, but He sees what
He can make out of their lives.
We may see a drunkard, but God
sees a deacon. We may see a
drug addict, but God sees a
preacher. We may see a harlot,
but God sees a choir member.
Lives are changed when they
come to Jesus. He will take what
you give Him and make you into
something precious.
I promise if you will give
Jesus your whole life, He will
give you something better than
you could ever imagine. Metaphorically speaking, if you give
Jesus a crab apple, He will give
you a golden delicious apple. If
you give Jesus a thorn, He will
give you the Rose of Sharon. If
you give Jesus an acorn, He will
give you a mighty oak. God took
Jacob the schemer and made him
into Israel, a prince with God.
Jesus took Simon, a cursing fisherman, and made him into Simon
Peter, a mighty preacher of the
Gospel. Jesus took Saul, a persecutor of the church, and made
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him into Paul, a militant
missionary Apostle. If
you give Jesus yourself,
you will be amazed at
what He can do in your
life.
It is amazing what
Jesus can do when a life
is placed in His hands.
You need to quit trying
to reform yourself on
your own and come to
Jesus, place your life in
His hands and say,
"God, I cannot do it; You
are going to have to do
it." Jonah realized his
need for God when he was down
in the belly of the great fish. He
said, "Salvation is of the LORD"
(Jonah 2:9). He was in a fix, and
there was only one way for him
to get out of it. It took the Lord to
bring His deliverance.
Mark 5:6 states, "But when he
saw Jesus afar off, he ran and
worshipped him." This man ran
to the Lord Jesus and fell at His
feet. The demons that drove him
away from human relationships
drove him to the feet of Jesus.
Why? They did not fall down to
worship Him as Lord, but they
fell down to acknowledge His
deity. The Bible says in James
2:19, "The devils also believe,
and tremble." The devils shuttered and panicked. The demonic
representation of the group said
in Mark 5:7 in a loud voice:
"What have I to do with thee,
Jesus, thou Son of the most high
God? I adjure thee by God, that
thou torment me not."
Verse 9 says: "And he [Jesus]
asked him, What is thy name?
And he answered, saying, My
name is Legion: for we are
many." Notice the change from
singular ("My name is Legion") to
plural ("for we are many"). The
demon panicked because he was
in the presence of his executor,
the sovereign God. He was in
panic mode. Also, note the demons had to ask permission from
Jesus to go into the herd of pigs.
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You should never make the mistake of thinking the demons are
greater than Jesus. Never think
for a second Satan is more powerful than God. You should not
fall into the trap of treating Satan
as though he is a junior god with
almost as much power as God;
that is not true.
The Demons Are
Subject to Jesus
Satan is a created being who
cannot do anything without
God's permission. The fact is, he
has to get permission from God
before he can do anything. In the
Book of Job, you can read about
Satan getting permission from
God before he could touch Job.
The demons know who Jesus is.
Some disciples were not sure, but
the devils knew who He was.
What a strange, bizarre testimony regarding the reality of
Jesus Christ when Legion spoke
the words, "What have I to do
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the
most high God?" It was very
much like what the unclean spirit
said in Mark 1:24, when he cried
out: "Let us alone; what have we
to do with thee, thou Jesus of
Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou
art, the Holy One of God." The
demons know the Lord of Heaven and earth, the Creator. They
knew Jesus was God in human

form. He is the Son of the most
high God.
The demons know Jesus well.
Jesus confronted the demons in
this man and commanded them
to release him. In Mark 5:12 you
can read that the demons requested to be allowed to enter
the herd of swine that was feeding nearby, and Jesus gave them
permission. As soon as He gave
them permission, the herd ran
violently down a steep place into
the sea and committed suicide.
That is how much power He has,
and the devils recognize His
power.
Again, according to the Romans, a legion army could have
as many as six thousand soldiers.
This man in our Scripture lesson
was possessed by a legion of
demons. There were about two
thousand swine the demons went
into, which means there were
approximately three demons per
pig. They could not tolerate the
presence of the devil and committed suicide, yet this man lived
with all of them. This illustrates
the human capacity for evil.
Mark 5:13 states: "And forthwith
Jesus gave them leave. And the
unclean spirits went out, and
entered into the swine: and the
herd ran violently down a steep
place into the sea, (they were
about two thousand;) and were
choked in the sea."
Every effort of man had
failed this poor soul. Everything
he tried to regain a grip on his
soul failed, but with one word
Jesus set him free. He was
changed by the power of Jesus.
Legion could sing the song, "He
Didn't Leave Me the Way That
He Found Me."
Praise God, He did not leave
me the way He found me. He did
not say, "I am going to cast out
half of the demons today and
come back in about three weeks
to get rid of the rest of them." He
got rid of all of them at once!
Every time Jesus touches someone, He makes them altogether

whole, not halfway whole. When
God saves you, He does not do a
halfway job. Thank God, He
makes you completely whole.
You do not have any sin left in
your heart.
"Pray Him to Depart"
When the pigs ran down the
steep area and killed themselves,
the servants who were tending to
them became concerned and ran
and told the people in the city
what had taken place. When the
people from the city came to see
what had happened, they found
the man who had been possessed
by the devil, sitting at the feet of
Jesus, clothed, and in his right
mind. One thing I have learned
from this passage of Scripture is
if you do not have your clothes
on, you are not in your right
mind. Jesus starts the work of
salvation on the inside, and then
it works to the outside.
In Matthew 23:26 Jesus said
to "cleanse first that which is
within the cup and platter, that
the outside of them may be clean
also." Thank God, He cleans up
the inside first, and that works to
the outside. Some people who
claim to have been saved for
years have not cleaned up the
outside.
What else did Jesus do for
this man? He calmed him and
put him in his right mind. He
was changed. You can apply
2 Corinthians 5:17 to him, which
reads, "Therefore if any man be
in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
Mark 5:17-18 reads: "And
they began to pray him to depart
out of their coasts. And when he
was come into the ship, he that
had been possessed with the
devil prayed him that he might
be with him." When Jesus started
changing things, the people
prayed for Him to leave. Some
people make a profession without true salvation. When the man
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of God preaches the Word of
God, they say: "I don't want anything to do with that. This is not
the kind of Jesus I want." When
you refuse to give Jesus a little
more because it is going to interfere with your life and your routine, you have a problem.
Most folks today want just
enough of Jesus to make them
feel good and to keep them out
of hell, but Jesus is not a good
luck charm. He is a life-changing,
eternity-altering Savior. He
wants more than a few hours of
your time each week. He wants
everything you have. You need
to be careful of how you treat the
Lord. When the people came and
saw what took place, in essence,
they said: "We don't want You
here. We want You to leave." So,
He left. You do not read in the
Word of God that Jesus ever
went back. If you are not careful,
you might get what you want.
If you have a pastor who
does not water down the Word
of God, who stands and tells you
what sin is, who tells you what is
right and what is wrong, you
need to thank God. A man who
pats sin on the back, so to speak,
does not love your soul. A man
who loves your soul will tell you
the truth. I would rather have a
pastor who goes to the extreme
more than one who waters down
the Word of God.
Preparing for the
Final Inspection
My dad had a custom butchering plant in Winchester, Indiana, and the meat inspectors
were strict. They inspected every
animal before it was killed. They
stood and watched every move
we made until the meat was
washed and placed in the cooler.
Some of those men were so strict,
they would hunt until they found
something to write up. One inspector would write us up every
week. Another one would take a
white cloth and reach under the
11

table with it. Those inspectors
caused us a lot of grief. There
was one good inspector. He
would get right in there and
help us work, and he never
wrote us up. My brothers and
I told my dad, "We have never
had a good inspector like this
one."
Dad said: "He is not our
friend. In fact, he is the biggest
enemy we have." I thought my
dad had lost his mind.
He said: "When the headmen come to inspect our plant
once a year, if we only had
that one inspector, we would
fail the final inspection. Then
we would have a long list of
corrections to make. We are
better off with strict inspectors
because they keep us up to
date."
Friend, it is the same way
with a pastor. Some will let
you by with anything. You can
do whatever you want to do, but
there is coming a final inspection.
On that day, you are going to
thank God if you had a pastor
who called out sin for what it is.
You may not like it now, but you
will be thankful on the Judgment
Day.
Jesus came to bring life to the
people, but many chose death.
He came to bring freedom, but
some chose bondage. He came to
bring light, but many preferred
darkness. You would think those
people from the city would have
been grateful to see a dangerous
man healed, cured, fully clothed,
and in his right mind. He was
delivered by Jesus Christ, but
they rejected Him. As the word
spread about what happened, a
great crowd gathered, and they
were amazed at what they saw.
A former mad man was a new
man, and he was sitting quietly
at the feet of Jesus. He was calm
and in his right mind. The man
they called crazy was now perfectly normal. The man who ran
around naked was fully clothed.
The man who had broken chains
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and was possessed by a legion of
demons was sitting at the feet of
Jesus. He was made completely
whole.
Friend, no matter what shape
your life is in, Jesus can make
you completely whole. I thank
God for Jesus! Some people are
apt to ask Jesus to depart when
He comes too close and crimps
their cherished plans. They want
a gentle Jesus who will keep His
nose out of their business and yet
will still take them to Heaven.
They do not want Him to interfere with the way they live on
earth. They want Jesus to build
their self-esteem and make them
happy. They want nothing to do
with the Lord, who calls them to
take up their cross and follow
Him. More than a few people
hear the Gospel and say, "If Jesus
comes in, something else will
have to go, and I don't want to let
anything go."
"Go Home to Thy Friends"
This man, Legion, was all into
Jesus. He could not stay away
from Him. Can you imagine how
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Jesus felt? He was getting
ready to leave, and all those
people were angry that He
had been there, yet this man
who had been possessed of
the devil wanted to be with
Him. Jesus told the man to
"Go home to thy friends, and
tell them how great things the
Lord hath done for thee, and
hath had compassion on thee"
(Mark 5:19). So the man departed and began to publish
all the great things Jesus had
done for him, and the people
marveled.
This is the commission
God has given every child of
God. There is no greater testimony. People may try to argue with you about various
doctrines, but when they see a
changed life, they cannot argue with that. You can tell
them: "I just want to tell you
what Jesus did for me. I was lost
and bound by the habits of life,
but God had mercy on me and
saved me. He picked me up out
of the depths of sin and put my
feet on the solid Rock. Praise
God, He put a new song in my
mouth. Jesus did it for me! I
could never do it myself, so I
thank God for Jesus Christ!"
Nothing is more powerful
than a testimony of a changed
life. Jesus had a mission for this
man, and He has a mission for
you. Jesus found a demoniac
man and left behind a missionary. Everyone is a missionary or
a mission field. Which one are
you? God is saying to the church,
"Go back to your classroom, your
factory, your office, your shop,
your company, your classmates,
your family, or your neighborhood and tell them what great
things the Lord has done for
you."
Is there something that has
you bound? What are you struggling with? Are you lost and living in sin? No matter what your
situation is, if Jesus can change
this man, He can change any-

body. If He can save him, He can
save you. Are you out of God's
will, trapped in pride, bitterness,
and unforgiveness? Jesus can set
you free. Do you need His touch?
Do you need His life-changing
power? All you need is just a
prayer of faith away. Come to
Jesus and obey His voice. He is
calling you. Jesus can deliver you
from Satan. He can deliver you
from the power of darkness.
Through Jesus Christ, you can

"This is the day which the LORD
hath made; we will rejoice and be
glad in it."
Psalm 118:24
Many times, the way we begin our day sets the tone for the
day. Psalm 118:24 begins, "This is
the day which the LORD hath
made!" God made THIS day. It is
a brand-new day full of great
potential.
Many mornings as I awake,
even before my feet hit the floor,
I do my best to say, "Thank You,
Lord, for this day." He is the reason the sun rises each morning,
and He is the reason I wake up to
see it.
What am I going to do with
this new day? The choice lies

have the power to live a victorious life.
All who come to the Cross of
Christ, confessing and repenting
of their sins, are changed. No evil
habit is beyond the power of Jesus. No sin is beyond His forgiveness. No human situation is
beyond His touch. If your life is
in a mess, you can ask Jesus to
deliver you, to change you, to
chase the demons out of your
life, to take away the torment,

within me as to how I will face it.
As much as we would love every
day to be sunny, there will be
days filled with clouds, storms
will approach, and winds will
blow.
In our spiritual lives, we will
have sunny days, days where
everything is going great. But we
will also have storms, clouds,
and windy days when life can
look dark and dismal.
Reading Psalm 118, we can
better understand why the
psalmist was full of hope. He
said in verse 1, "O give thanks
unto the LORD; for he is good:
because his mercy endureth for
ever." Verse 5 says, "I called
upon the LORD in distress: the
L ORD answered me." Verse 14
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and to change you from the inside out. You need to humbly
come to Jesus and ask Him to be
your Savior and Lord. Why not
run to the Cross and lay your
burdens there? Whatever you are
struggling with, bring it to Jesus.
He can break the power of whatever has you bound.
(Compact Disc TR-2317)

reads, "The LORD is my strength
and song, and is become my salvation." Verse 27 says, "God is
the LORD, which hath shewed us
light."
The psalmist had seen what
the Lord had done. He witnessed
for himself God's greatness.
Nothing is too hard for the Lord.
He knew God was a god of great
mercy and deliverance.
We have the choice to face
each new day with remembrance
of what a sovereign God has
done in our lives and what He
will do when we look to Him for
life's answers. Jeremiah wrote in
Lamentations 3:24, "The LORD is
my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him."
Jeremiah had much reason to
be cast down and discouraged.
Instead, he acknowledged God.
He knew God would supply all
his needs, and the Lord's portion
would carry him through any
adversity.
God wants to be your portion. He desires to be your first
thought when you open your
eyes. He knows exactly what you
will face in your day and exactly
what you will need. Put your
trust in Him, and you, too, can
say, "I will rejoice [in this brandnew day] and be glad in it."
Sister Gerri Lynn Bremer
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Your Giant Is
Going Down
I want to turn your attention
to the Bible account of the giant
Goliath. He most likely came
from a family of men and women
who were large and tall. Perhaps
everyone at his family reunion
was big. He could have been
rough at school growing up. No
doubt, he was a bully and nobody wanted to mess with him.
He was probably regarded just
for his size, which was about
nine feet six inches tall. Imagine
someone as big as Goliath walking into the room. His shoulders,
legs, and muscles would be huge.
He may have to duck his head to
get in the door. Goliath's size
would have been very imposing.
This giant was ferocious, and
he terrorized his enemies. He
had a big sword, helmet, and
spear. The Bible says the tip of
his spear had a point on it that
weighed about fifteen pounds.
Think how heavy that was. He
also had quite an attitude problem. The Bible says he
was "a man of war from
his youth" (1 Samuel
17:33). Since he was a
young man, Goliath had
been groomed to fight.
Fighting was his life.
The Israelites would
come down and line up
on one side, and the
Philistines would line
up on the other side to
battle. Then every morning and every evening
for forty days, Goliath
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would come out before the Israelites with this challenge: "Why
are ye come out to set your battle
in array? am not I a Philistine,
and ye servants to Saul? choose
you a man for you, and let him
come down to me" (1 Samuel
17:8). The Israelites would then
hightail it back home, so to
speak. Perhaps they would ask
around: "Is any man brave
enough? Has anyone been practicing his sword skills?" Everything about Goliath seemed to be
better than the Israelites.
Then David, a healthy young
man around twenty-two years
old, showed up. He brought
some food and supplies for his
three older brothers, who were in
Saul's army. He defeated the
giant with a sling and a stone.
The defeat of Goliath encouraged
the Israelites so much they
chased the Philistines, killed
them, and looted their camp. The
forty days prior to the defeat of
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Goliath, the Israelites were
scared and hid in their tents.
They wanted nothing to do with
the Philistines. They were
strengthened and encouraged by
one act. They remembered what
it was to have God on their side.
Have you ever heard of Sippai and Lahmi? Lahmi was Goliath's giant brother. Goliath had
several brothers who were mentioned in the Bible. One of David's nephews was so encouraged by the defeat of Goliath, he
battled an enemy giant who had
six fingers on each hand and six
toes on each foot (2 Samuel
21:20). He must have been quite
a man! The Israelites killed Sippai and Lahmi after David killed
Goliath.
Young David trusted in God.
Therefore, others realized their
giants could be defeated. They
realized that even though their
giant was a big person or a big
situation, he could be stopped.
We still hear of David
and Goliath stories today.
Think about the football
team that has not lost a
game in many years and
is overcome by a tiny
school with a small population.
We can learn lessons
from David. We are all
going to face giants in
our lives. What is a giant
in your life? Your giant
may be uncertainty, not
knowing what is going to

happen next. Maybe it is going to
new places, such as a new school,
a new job, or a new house. Moving can be stressful and difficult.
You may worry about it.
The death of a loved one or
friend is a very stressful time for
most people. Your giant may be
a family crisis, anxiety, or depression. It could be a future
situation in your life: bills you
cannot pay, a career that will not
move forward, a past you cannot
get over, or grades you cannot
make. You need to stop the giant
and say, "I am afraid of this situation, but I want to convert this
fear into faith."
David did not see Goliath as
a giant. He saw him as
a way to trust his faith
in God. You must look
at your giant differently. There is a song
entitled "Stand Still
and Let God Move."
Sometimes in life, there
will be giants in your
way. It may take some
time for the giant to
move. Wait upon the
Lord, and things will
change. The giant will
not look so massive.
You may go through a
trial in your life. It may
be forty days and forty nights of
a huge giant yelling and screaming at you, making fun of your
God. He may ask you, "What are
you doing?" Remember, David
saw the giant differently than his
brothers, who were there for
forty days.
David was smaller than the
giant. His brothers were against
him, and he was alone. Sometimes in life, the people around
you are going to be against you.
They may say: "You cannot afford that house"; "Your marriage
will not last"; or "You will never
finish school." David's brothers
said to David: "What are you
doing? You cannot fight! You do
not have any armor!" Some
things in life are difficult.

Why did David's brothers act
the way they did? Why are some
people against you sometimes?
Maybe they went through similar
experiences. In essence, David's
brothers said: "David, you do not
understand this situation. You
are a lot smaller than the giant."
When this happens to you, get
hold of the Lord, which is exactly
what David did. Let the Lord
guide you.
It looked as though David
was all alone in the situation.
You do not read about him taking other people with him to
fight Goliath. The Israelite army
stayed back. They were not encouraging him. David was small-

er than the giant, but God was
bigger than the giant. Also, God
was for David while his brothers
were against him. We find he
was not truly all alone because
God was with him.
You need to decide, "I am
living for God instead of living
for myself." It is easy to think you
can go out and fight your giant in
your own strength, then everyone will think you are really
something. Instead, you should
say: "Lord, what is Your will? I
want to get through this situation. God, what can You do for
me, and what can I do for You? I
have been living my own life.
Now I want to know what I can
do for You." It will change your
perspective.
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Can you imagine David trying to get the glory? "Saul is going to know who I am! I am going to marry his daughter and
get more riches than anyone can
believe. All my parents' debt will
be forgiven. When I kill Goliath,
I will become quite a man!" David was not worried about any of
those things. He was more worried about someone cursing God
because he came against the giant in the name of the Lord God
Almighty.
You need to change your
view of the giants in your life
from David's brothers' view to
David's view. They saw his enormous height, and they saw no
way for the problem to
go away. Some of your
problems may seem to
drag on and on. Goliath
was there, yelling and
screaming at the Israelites for forty days.
When you finally get
through the situation,
you may forget how bad
it was once the relief is
there. If you have ever
had a really bad headache, you cannot focus on
anything else because of
the overwhelming pain.
Once it is gone, you tend
to forget how terrible it was until
you get another headache. Then
you call upon the Lord again. It
is the same way with exams or
tests. If you have ever had a difficult final exam, when you are
finally finished with it, you feel
relief. You can finally calm down
after the stress it caused. Maybe
you had a stressful interview.
When it was over, the stress was
gone. We tend to forget how big
the giant was.
When you are in a difficult
situation, remember the last time
you had a headache, an exam, a
job interview, or any other stressful situation God brought you
through. That is exactly what the
other Israelites did. They killed
Lahmi and Sippai because they
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saw what David had done to
Goliath. They saw what could be
done, and they gained encouragement. They conquered their
giants and could go forward.
In the midst of your trial or
situation, do not forget about
past trials you have gone
through. You may only think of
the giant ahead of you. The Bible
says David ran at Goliath. He
thought, "I have killed a lion and
a bear before." Take encouragement from past victories. Let it
help you in your future battles.
Also, consider the examples of
others. Perhaps someone has
testified how they came through
a situation with victory and conquered a giant in their life. They
did it, so you can do it! They had
an overwhelming situation, but
God brought them through it.
Take encouragement from others.
Most instructors and teachers
want their students to succeed.
They do not want anyone to fail.
I have been in classes where the
instructors reviewed the entire
exam. They may have said, "You
are having a test tomorrow; so
let's go over the material today."
They will help you because they
want you to pass. Then there are
teachers who will pass out the
test or quiz, and the students
have all weekend to finish it. It is
called an open-book test. There
are some who will come back
and not do very well. They will
not pass. Why? They did not use
their books or their resources.
In this Christian life, God has
given us an open-book test. You
have a Bible and plenty of resources. You can call a Christian
friend, a youth leader, or your
pastor. You have so many means
for getting help, and you do not
have to fight your giants alone.
Some of you may not be good
communicators. You may not like
to use your resources, and you
may fail a little more because of
it. As you mature spiritually, you
will see you need help. Philippi16

ans 4:6 in the New International
Version says, "Do not be anxious
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God." If you are anxious about something, give it all
to God.
Psalm 37:4 says, "Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall
give thee the desires of thine
heart." David delighted himself
in the will of God. What does
that mean? It means he did what
God wanted. He was not worried
about himself; he wanted to be in
the will of God.
How do you delight yourself
in the will of God? The first thing
is to pray. Some are spiritually
dead. They have not been talking
to the Lord or praying. Some
who are spiritually dead think
they are doing okay. Make sure
you are talking to the Lord. You
delight yourself in the Lord by
praying and getting hold of the
Lord. You need to get your life
connected with the Lord.
Another way to delight yourself in the Lord is to have faith
that God can move in your situation. Whatever it may be, move
forward in faith. Let the Lord
operate your faith. You can say:
"Lord, I am trusting You. I am
going to move forward in this
situation." Trusting Him is another way to delight yourself in
the Lord.
When you get close to the
Lord, He will change you from
the inside out. There will be a
difference in you. Your desires
will change. You will not want to
do the same things you did before. God will give you new desires. Your giants will not look so
overwhelming when you are
close to God. They will not look
quite so tall, and their swords
will not look quite so ferocious.
God can bring other situations to your mind. When the
Israelites met the new giant,
Lahmi, they said: "We can beat
Lahmi. It was not too long ago
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David defeated Goliath." The
same can happen with you. You
can say, "So-and-so went through
this same situation, and they
came through it; so I can get
through it too!"
If you get close to the Lord,
He will grant you the desires of
your heart. If you trust God and
delight yourself in Him, He will
work for you. God will help you
overcome your giant. David was
a man after God's own heart. Can
you say: "I am a person who is
after God's own heart; I want
what the Lord wants, not what I
want"? If so, with God's help,
your giant is going down in defeat, and you are going to be victorious.
If you are going through a
giant situation in your mind,
something overwhelming that
has been going on for quite some
time, with the Lord's help, your
giant is ready to go down. You
can have victory, and you can
have a testimony to share with
others who may go through the
same situation as you in the
weeks, months, or even years to
come.
You may have nothing tough
or overwhelming in your life
right now, but hopefully this
message will come back to you
when you go through a hard
place in your life. Think about
the giant who was very imposing, especially when he stood
next to tiny David. It seemed
there was no way he could ever
fight against him. However, with
God's power, David overcame
the giant.
Brother Chris Miller

Jeremiah 18:1 The word which
came to Jeremiah from the LORD,
saying,
2 Arise, and go down to the
potter's house, and there I will cause
thee to hear my words.
3 Then I went down to the pot-

ter's house, and, behold, he wrought
a work on the wheels.
4 And the vessel that he made of
clay was marred in the hand of the
potter: so he made it again another
vessel, as seemed good to the potter
to make it.

5 Then the word of the L ORD
came to me, saying,
6 O house of Israel, cannot I do
with you as this potter? saith the
LORD . Behold, as the clay is in the
potter's hand, so are ye in mine
hand, O house of Israel.

Brother David Watson
Vessels of Honor
God made you a free moral
agent with the power to choose.
However, if you do not obey
Him, He has the right to chastise
you and rebuke you without violating your will. He does that
because He loves you. Hebrews
12:8 reads, "But if ye be without
chastisement, whereof all are
partakers, then are ye bastards,
and not sons." You should appreciate the chastisement of the
Lord. What a manifestation to a
people God has set His heart
upon! He really loves His people.
They are the apple of His eye.
God desired Israel to under-

stand He wants a people with no
defects, who are clean, holy, and
pure. He wants His people to see
He will work with them, take out
the defects, and make them perfect. The potter's house is always
a good example. His house is set
up for people to see and desire
his work. God wants to fix people so they will desire what He
does.
I talked to a person who
works with clay about how he
fixes, molds, and shapes it into
what he wants it to be. The person said: "I guess if someone
were to come by my house when
I am working to fix the clay and
put it on the wheel, he would
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probably think I was tearing the
house down. I really throw the
clay against the floor to get the
bubbles out of it. I work it and
then put it on the wheel. If I put it
in the furnace with bubbles, it
will blow up and ruin the other
vessels in the kiln." That is similar to the way it is with a Christian in the church. If one has a
defect and the defect has not
been removed or worked out
correctly on the wheel of God,
then that one will affect other
people.
God wants all the defects out
of His people so they will be vessels of honor for Him. God wants
vessels that can be appreciated
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and show His glory. When others
look at God's people, God wants
glory and honor from their lives.
You should not question the
things God asks of you because
whatever God asks, He will give
you the grace to do it. He will
help you. There is no better life
than a life lived for Jesus Christ.
Psalm 37:4-5 reads: "Delight
thyself also in the LORD; and he
shall give thee the desires of
thine heart. Commit thy way
unto the LORD; trust also in him;
and he shall bring it to pass." You
need to trust God. When you
become a child of God, trusting
in God is having faith and believing He is able to do what He
wants to do with your life. There
is no lack of power in God. He
has the power to mold you and
shape you into what He wants
you to be. You can be a vessel
unto honor for the Lord. God can
get glory and honor from your
life each day you live in this
world. Thanks be to God, He can
order your footsteps and bring
order to your life. If you trust
Him to work, shape, and fix you
in His fashion, you will bring
glory and honor to Him.
"The Trial of Your Faith"
Sometimes God has to put
you in the heat to fix you so you
will bond to Him. He said
through Peter in 1 Peter 1:7,
"That the trial of your faith, being
much more precious than of gold
that perisheth, though it be tried
with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of Jesus Christ." As
the individual explained to me
about placing the vessel in the
kiln, it takes the right amount of
heat to fire the clay a potter has
molded and shaped. The heat
causes the clay to bond so the
vessel will be strong and retain
its shape and fashion. God puts
heat on you through the preaching of His Word.
When John the Baptist was
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preaching, he talked about the
wrath of God. God sent the
Apostle Paul to Rome to talk
about His wrath. In Revelation,
Chapter 16, you can read about
the vials of the wrath of God. In
order for God to revive the work,
He had to put wrath and judgment on it. God puts heat on you
so He can remove the chaff and
mold you and fix you deeper in
the love of God.
I came to love Jesus because
He carried me through places I
never could have gone if it had
not been for His grace. Those
trials and tests in my life have
helped me to gain from the Lord.
They brought a better understanding to me about the things
of God. They helped me to level
out where I needed to level out,
and they brought me closer to the
Lord. When your vessel goes
through the fire, it will make you
a better person and fix you to be
more beautiful for the Lord and
you will stay with the Lord as
you ought to.
God does not want to put His
treasure in a vessel that will not
bring Him honor. God wants His
vessels to hold the gold. In the
old tabernacle, when God told
Aaron to put the manna into a
pot, it was not just any kind of
pot; it was a golden pot that represented the truth. Its purpose
was to always remind the people:
"Didn't I take care of you? Didn't
I feed you? Didn't I bless you?"
Sometimes people need to be
reminded of where God has
brought them from, what He has
brought them through, and what
He has done for them in their
lives because they may forget.
There is not a person living
for God whom He has not been
good to. He has blessed you and
helped you in your life, and you
should not forget. When you
were in trouble, God was there.
When you were sick, God was
there. When you were in a trial,
God was there. He has been with
you on the path of life. He has
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overshadowed you, and His
hand of mercy has kept you.
When the world was down on
you, He was there to help you.
He loves you. He loved you then,
and He loves you now. That is
the God we serve. God has always cared about you. He is a
good God. Therefore, He is ever
working on you.
"Meet for the Master's Use"
The Apostle Paul wrote to a
young preacher named Timothy.
He wanted young Timothy to
realize God permitted some
things to happen along the way
to keep him reminded. Paul
wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy
2:19-21: "Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are his. And, Let every
one that nameth the name of
Christ depart from iniquity [then
Paul reminded him about His
house and the seal of His house].
But in a great house there are not
only vessels of gold and of silver,
but also of wood and of earth;
and some to honour, and some to
dishonour. If a man therefore
purge himself from these, he
shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work."
When you realize what is in
God's house, you realize everyone is not on the same level of
knowledge and understanding.
Some are at a place where they
can be used; others are not. There
is still work to be done in the
hearts and lives of people. There
are some who need to purchase
the truths of Jesus Christ. I have
preached to many people who
were asleep spiritually. They did
not take hold of anything and
were unwilling to move forward.
They could not be used because
they were not interested. When
God shakes them up and puts
some fire in their lives, they
come to the place where they

kneel, talk to God, and
clean up their walk. They
purchase truth and store it
in their souls. After a
while, they become "vessels unto honour." We
must let God do His work
in people's lives.
The preacher and the
Word will not help you if
you do not receive them.
God cannot help you if you
will not receive Him. He
will chastise and rebuke you
without violating your will. He
lets you make your own choice.
You should realize God is taking
note of you and wants to help
you if you will let Him.
Sometimes God has to do
some things to get people's attention or they will continue to
sleep. God wants to wake people
up. He does some shaking to
help them become vessels of honor. He wants you to be "meet for
the master's use." He wants to
use every Christian and move
them away from their weaknesses. He wants them to eat the
meat of the Word and have
strength from the Lord.
Surrendering All to the Lord
A weak person needs to be
worked on. In both the Old and
the New Testaments, you can
read about Esau's weakness. Hebrews 12:16-17 tells us: "Lest
there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one
morsel of meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that afterward, when he would have
inherited the blessing, he was
rejected: for he found no place of
repentance, though he sought it
carefully with tears."
Hebrews 12:12-13 reads:
"Wherefore lift up the hands
which hang down, and the feeble
knees; And make straight paths
for your feet, lest that which is
lame be turned out of the way;
but let it rather be healed." These
verses speak of the feeble knees

and the hands that hang down.
You can read in Exodus,
Chapter 17, about Israel battling
against Amalek in Rephidim.
When Moses held up his hands,
Israel prevailed in the battle, but
when Moses' hands hung down,
Amalek prevailed.
When your knees are weak,
you are walking lame and do not
have the strength you need in
your Christian life. If you are
going to be "meet for the master's
use," you have to be strong,
strengthen your knees, and lift
up your hands to God. Surrender
everything to the Lord. Believe in
God, and He will help you purchase those things from Him you
need. Someone may say, "I
thought everything from God is a
free gift." Proverbs 23:23 states,
"Buy the truth, and sell it not."
You also have some selling
out to do as knowledge and understanding comes. When you go
to church and listen to the
preaching of the Word, essentially, you are going to class and
learning about God. Your soul is
getting instruction. Meat from
God's table will feed you and
give you strength. It will polish
up the brass and tighten up the
shoestrings and the belt so you
can be a good soldier for Jesus
Christ. You need to put on the
things God gives you and purchase the truth. Sell out to everything else, including yourself,
and buy into Jesus. When you get
the truth, you need to hold on to
the truth. The truth will bless
your heart. God will use you,
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and you will be "meet for
the master's use." God will
do good things for you if
you will let Him.
In Romans, Chapter 9,
Paul talked about two nations in a figurative language. Verses 10-11 read,
"And not only this; but
when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our
father Isaac; (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or
evil, that the purpose of God
according to election might
stand, not of works, but of him
that calleth.)" God is letting people know He has nothing personal against anyone. When
Rebecca's children were conceived, not even born yet, God
knew them.
Keeping a Good Appetite
Jeremiah 1:7-8 tells us: "But
the LORD said unto me, Say not, I
am a child: for thou shalt go to all
that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou
shalt speak. Be not afraid of their
faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD." Verse
5 says, "Before I formed thee in
the belly I knew thee; and before
thou camest forth out of the
womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the
nations."
God foresees and understands every one of us. When
God calls someone, He does not
call one who has a stubborn will
and a mean attitude. He wants
one who will listen to Him. God
knew you before you were born.
He knows you better than you
know yourself, from the top of
your head to the soles of your
feet. God knows what you are
thinking right now, and He understands what you will do and
what you will let Him do with
you.
Some people are like Esau.
They suffer a lot because they
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have the wrong appetite, and
they sell out too easily. That was
Esau's trouble. It did not take a
big thing to get him off the
course. All it took was the wrong
appetite. You need to keep a
good appetite. Jesus talked about
the appetite in Matthew 5:6 when
He said, "Blessed are they which
do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be
filled." If you have a desire for
this world and the things of this
world, you are seeking trouble.
This world has nothing to offer
you but trouble. It will vex you
every way you go. You need a
good appetite for the good things
of Jesus Christ.
God said there were
two nations, so He fixed
this. He knew what was
coming: the struggle between the flesh and the
Spirit of God. Within all of
us, there is a warfare between the flesh and the
spiritual things of Jesus
Christ. We all wrestle with
ourselves. There are two
thoughts: over here comes
a good one, and over there
comes a bad one. You must
make a choice of which
thought you are going
with. It is not wrong for an
evil thought to come into
your mind. That is how the devil
tempts you. However, it is wrong
to let those evil thoughts stay
there. You cannot keep a bird
from flying over your head, but
you can keep it from building a
nest in your hair.
You cannot keep the devil
from hollering at you, but you
can keep from taking his advice.
You have to wrestle between
what is right and wrong, and
sometimes you have to wrestle
with your own thoughts. God
will be there to help you if you
will let Him. He wants to make
you a better person. That is the
reason you need to talk to God
daily as you travel along life's
way.
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A Root of Bitterness
Esau sold his soul for only
one morsel of meat. When he
did, a root of bitterness sprang
up. A root is the beginning of
everything. When a person lets
the root of bitterness enter his
life, he becomes bitter, and it gets
worse day after day. The devil
does not start with something
big. He starts with a little thing,
and he knows how to sell it to
you. Remember, the devil has
lived in a lot of bodies. He has
dealt with people all the way
from Adam up to this day. He
knows where your weakness is.

You will have to wrestle with
many things as you travel this
way of life.
The Bible lets us know bitterness springs up from a root.
Sometimes you can have a little
difference with someone, and
every time you see that person, it
will come up again. If you are
married and you are not careful,
you and your spouse may have a
little fuss. The next day, when
you get up, the devil will bring it
up again. Many times, people are
hurt, and bitterness gets into
their souls. It will affect their
nerves, their rest, and their travels in life. It will hurt their influence on other people. When people have bitterness, it can cause
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others to get bitter.
God wants you to be a vessel
unto honor, so you need to go
down to the potter's house. You
need to let go of the past. Let
God wash you and clean you up.
Put all bitterness far away from
you and never mention it again.
I will never forget what the
pastor of the church I attended
said to me when I was a little
fellow. He talked to me like Deuteronomy, Chapter 6, says to talk
to children when you are in the
way with them and sitting with
them. Verses 6-7 state: "And
these words, which I command
thee this day, shall be in thine
heart: And thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of
them when thou sittest in
thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up."
The pastor told me he
was talking to a fellow who
said he used to steal hounds
and he had done this and
done that and he just kept
talking about it. The pastor
said to the man: "Brother,
the Apostle Paul said in
Philippians 3:13 to forget
those things which are behind and to reach forth unto
the things which are before you.
What happened yesterday was
yesterday. This is a brand-new
day the Lord has made."
Psalm 118:24 says, "This is the
day which the LORD hath made;
we will rejoice and be glad in it."
Do not allow bitterness to show
up anywhere in your life. The
devil is ugly, and he will make
an ugly person out of you if you
become bitter. I am glad yesterday is gone. Thank God for His
goodness. Bitterness will help no
one. Again, we read in Hebrews
12:15, "Looking diligently lest
any man fail of the grace of God;
lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby
many be defiled." Bitterness not

only hurts the one who is bitter,
but it also hurts others.
The Effects of Bitterness
Romans 14:7 says, "For none
of us liveth to himself, and no
man dieth to himself." Each of us
has an influence on someone.
Someone loves, admires, and
appreciates you. Someone wants
to be like you. If you get bitter
and fail of the grace of God, what
will it do to someone else? Have
you ever been tempted to give up
and walk away and then wondered what it would do to those
who have confidence in you?
What would it do to the church?
I, for instance, have preached
the Word of God for a number of
years at many places, from coast
to coast. Suppose people were to
hear that I had quit, was no longer preaching, and had gone
back to the world. That would be
sad. It would touch a lot of hearts
and lives. Friend, you had better
think of what the devil wants to
do to you when he is inviting you
to fail. What happens if you sin?
You will hurt your whole family
and take them down with you.
Sometimes people quit and start
fussing with their family every
day until it tears them apart. You
need to be sharp and recognize
what the devil is trying to do to
you.
Having the root of bitterness
affects other people, and it will
affect your thinking toward other
people. It will cause you to see
no good in anyone. It will take a
molehill, or a small matter, and
build a mountain out of it. You
can walk with someone and have
good fellowship, but if you let a
little matter boil, the next thing
you know, it becomes a mountain. I am speaking from experience. Bitterness is so bad. It will
affect your health. Some people's
sicknesses are because of grudges and envy. Things worked on
them, broke down their nerve
cells, and caused them to become

sick. I am not saying this is the
case with everyone, but it is with
some people.
You need to throw off everything that is hindering your walk
with God and get settled. You
ought to get straightened out and
get rooted and grounded. You
need to be like Job and say: "Let
come on me what will. . . .
Though he slay me, yet will I
trust in him" (Job 13:13, 15). God
wants you to be a good vessel
unto honor. Hebrews 12:16
reads, "Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau,
who for one morsel of meat sold
his birthright." Esau sold his inheritance and all his birthright
blessings.
Jesus Loves You
Can you see what God has
prepared for you? Can you see
beautiful Heaven in your heart?
Can you see all the way from
Adam to the beautiful saints of
God who marched for truth?
Some died at the stake, some
were burned, and some were
killed in the roughest ways.
Abraham traveled by faith with
God, pulled his feet up into the
bed, and was gathered home to
his people. After Jacob finished
blessing his children, he pulled
his feet up into the bed and was
gathered home to his people. Can
you see what is waiting for you
at the top of the hill?
Can you see the One who was
beaten, had a crown of thorns
put upon His head and into His
scalp until the blood ran down
His face, and died on the Cross
for you? Can you see how they
smote Him? Can you see how
they spit in His face, bowed
down on their knees in mockery,
and put a purple robe on Him?
All that happened so you could
go to Heaven. That was the price
paid for your soul. When the
Roman soldier pierced His side,
blood and water came forth. He
died for you, and He died for
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me.
One day God spoke to my
soul and said: "David, I love you,
son. I want to save you. I want to
help you, and I want to do something for you. I want to give you
a good home, and I want you to
be a part of My family." Thank
God, I surrendered to the Lord. I
gave it all to Him. I am on my
way home to a better country. I
want to see who is waiting for
me at the top of the hill. There
are good saints of God who have
gone on, and they are waiting
over yonder. They are saying:
"Come this way. It is better over
here. Come on home."
God has done so much for
you, and God has done so much
for me. If you have any wrong in
your heart, you need to surrender it to God. We want you to go
to Heaven, and God wants you
to go to Heaven. God wants you
to have a good life, and He will
give you a good life if you will
sell out to Him completely. You
need to do your best to make
sure there is nothing between
you and God. Is everything as He
wants it to be? God can save you
today. If you are lost without
God, remember He loves you.
I remember running around a
chicken coop at my grandmother's house. I was playing on the
hillside, and I became discouraged. My dad was in prison for
bootlegging, and my mother was
gone. I said to myself, "Who
loves me?" God spoke to me and
said, "Son, I love you." Those
were the sweetest words I had
ever heard. I have lived a number of years since then, but I have
never forgotten it.
Dear one, you may not have a
friend in this world, but Jesus is
your Friend. He proved it when
He died on the Cross at Calvary.
He loves you. He wants to save
you if you are lost. Come home
to Him. He cares about you.
(Compact Disc TR-1329)
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Your Actions Affect
You and Those
Around You
Sister Nancy Brewer

Numbers 6:26 says, "The
LORD lift up his countenance
upon thee, and give thee peace."
I searched my whole life for
peace. The actions of other people can affect you for the rest of
your life. My parents divorced
when I was three years old. Not
all divorces are friendly. Violence was the norm between my
dad and my mother. During that
particular time, over seventy
years ago, there was a stigma on
parents who were divorced. The
children also suffered from a
stigma. Other families would
treat you as if to say, "You cannot
play with our kids because this
might rub off on our family."
That had a large effect on my life.
When my parents divorced,
my brother was six, I was three,
and my little sister was six weeks
old. She had to live with a friend
of my aunt. She stayed there for
five years because my father
would not support us. He was
quite capable, but he chose not
to. Back then, the law did not say
if a father did not take care of his
children, he was going to jail;
although that law finally came.
My mother was always struggling to take care of us. My
brother and I would go to whomever would take us. Sometimes,
it was an aunt and uncle, and
other times, it was a friend of the
family. One time I stayed with a
neighbor who I did not care for.
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I was stuck there for a while, not
just overnight, but months at a
time. My mother tried to find
work, which was not easy for a
woman at that time.
We had minimal church
training. My grandmother was a
member of the Evangelical United Brethren Church on East Main
Street in Newark, Ohio. If she
was able, she would take us to
church. It amazes me that although we did not have any
church training at all, we still
knew the rules society placed on
us. We called someone "ma'am"
or "sir," and we did not say bad
words. We learned some things
just because of the society we
lived in and the school we attended.
I had an aunt and an uncle
who went to the Church of God
in Newark, Ohio. Every once in a
while, we got to go with them. I
only remember coming to God's
Acres one time. The service was
in the barn, and my father actually came with me. We sat on the
front pew, and Brother Emerson
Wilson was preaching. He
preached right to my father, who
sat there with the attitude, "You
are not telling me anything, Mister." That was the attitude he had
throughout his life. Nobody was
going to tell him anything.
I remember going to the
Church of God on Sixth and Locust Streets one time when they
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were having a feet washing service. The only thing I had to wear
was a sleeveless shirt. I had a
skirt on, but I can remember
when I walked in the door, I was
convicted for wearing that
sleeveless shirt when everyone
else was fully dressed. Even
though I had nothing else to
wear, it still bothered me tremendously.
Things did not get any better
in our lives. My mother remarried after seven years, and my
stepfather was schizophrenic. We
did not know this until almost at
the end of his life. All we knew
was every six weeks, our lives
changed, and I am not talking
about just a little change. Abuse
and violence were prevalent in
the home. We moved constantly
because about every six weeks he
was unable to function. It would
start as a drinking spree, and
then the rent would not get paid.
We moved continuously.
Between the years of eleven
and twelve, I was in six different
schools throughout a year and a
half. This was not conducive to
learning. I do not know how I
learned, but I did. We told no one
about our home life. Our family
never knew what actually happened in our home. I think it was
mostly because of embarrassment. It was also because we did
not know what the ramifications
would be if others found out.
When I was eleven years old,
my mother reconciled all of us
kids because my youngest sister
was five or six and was starting
school. My mother brought me
and my brother home, and then
she had three more children.
None of the other stuff in the
family stopped because of those
babies.
At thirteen, our whole family
moved to California. The state of
California was a lot different
from the state of Ohio. If my stepfather went on a drinking spree
and he came home, my mother
would call the law, and he would

go to jail. They did not mess
around with you there. In Ohio,
we lived at Buckeye Lake. My
stepfather knew every cop in
town, and they were his good
buddies; so he never went to jail
while we lived there.
About a year and a half later,
my stepfather and another gentleman got drunk, threw a rock at
a jewelry store window, and
grabbed some jewels. They did
not get half a block before they
were caught. In California, anything could be considered a
weapon, including a rock. This
time, they sent my stepfather to
Soledad prison in Northern
California, which was not a
very pleasant place to be. It
was a high security prison.
Mom would take us there with
the babies to see him. We were
told he was in a hospital. As
we got older, we found out it
was not a hospital.
I spent most of my teen
years caring for my four younger siblings. My brother joined
the military service when we
moved to California. During
my teen years, I was like a yoyo, up and down. My emotions were always on the
verge. There were many times
I contemplated suicide. I could
not stand my life. I had the responsibility of four kids, and I
was only thirteen years old.
My mother worked the second
shift, and when I got home
from school, I had to take care
of the children. There was always pressure to not tell the
neighbors our daddy was in prison. My birth father was out of
the picture by this time.
I graduated high school, but
only because of the dean of girls.
My mother wanted me to quit
high school my senior year. The
dean of girls said: "I am not letting you quit. Whatever I have to
do to keep you in school, you are
going to get your certificate."
That is what she did. The day I
graduated from high school, my

stepfather was back home. I had
my bags packed, and I moved to
Los Angeles with a cousin. Then
I came back to Ohio because I
wanted to be back here. I never
liked California.
I had no roots. I lived loose
and paid dearly for everything I
did. I will not go into any of that,
but I paid dearly, and I am still
paying.
When I was about twentynine years old, I got married for
the first time to a man I worked
with. I was married for thirteen
years. There is a difference between marrying a godly man and

marrying a worldly man. You
would think with everything I
knew, I would not follow the
pattern, but I did. My husband
was an alcoholic. I think many
women feel they can "change
him." You may as well forget it.
You do not change a man. Only
God has the power to change a
person. My husband passed
away when he was forty-seven
years old. He had lung cancer
and a heart condition. Thank the
Lord, he got saved a year before
he died.
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There were two women I
worked with who attended the
Church of God at God's Acres.
The Lord will put people right in
your path if He knows your heart
is tender. When I married my
husband, I worked right across
from one sister in the church. I
worked in human resources at
the time, and I told her, "Do not
even think about preaching
Church of God stuff to me because I do not want to hear it."
She never said a word, but she
lived her life accordingly. Both
women were instrumental in my
getting saved. During my twenties, I had been to the Baptist,
Catholic, Lutheran, and Mormon churches. I was looking
all that time, but then God put
people right in my pathway to
help me get on the right track.
After my husband passed
away, I was single for eight
years. Then the Lord sent me
Brother Joe Brewer, and he is
very steady, which was just
what I needed. I had a tendency to be up and down. We
have been married for twentyseven good, godly years.
There is much more I could
say, but I do not feel it is necessary. I would like you to
think about something. Between the years of ten and
twenty-five, you will make
decisions that will affect you
for the next fifty to sixty years.
Make godly decisions. Learn
from any mistakes you make
because paydays can be very
expensive.
Another thing I would like to
say is lead by example. Even at a
young age, you can be an example to others. It is very important
because the church and this country need women of substance and
men of integrity for the glory of
God. Maintain your self-respect
and the respect of others around
you because words hurt. Keep
the Lord first.
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Why Is the Devil Necessary, and
What Kind of Being Is the Devil?
WHY IS THE DEVIL NECESSARY?

WHAT KIND OF BEING IS THE DEVIL?

The answer to this question speaks to the nature
of God. First John 4:8 says, "God is love." The Greek
word for "love" is agape. This word denotes not a
feeling or an emotion, but as one theologian described it, "a commitment to action for the object's
highest good." As with all love, its nature desires
reciprocation; hence, the creation of man as a creature who could return that "love," or make a commitment to God.
Heaven was filled with legions of angels of
whom Nehemiah 9:6 proclaims, "The host of heaven
worshippeth thee" because they are not creatures of
choice. For a genuine reciprocation of "love," the
creature must have a free moral agency (the power
of choice). To truly prove that "love," or commitment, the creature must be presented with choice.
For that to occur, there must be a source to present
that choice, therefore, the necessity of Satan.
Consider God's words to Satan in Job 1:8, when
He said, "Hast thou considered my servant Job?"
Here, in what is chronologically the first and oldest
book of the Bible (penned in 2058 B.C.), Satan was
established as the source utilized to present man
with choice and the ability to prove his commitment
to God, which Job did. The words of his commitment echo loudly down throughout the corridors of
time when he cried in Job 13:15, "Though he slay
me, yet will I trust in him."

Satan is not a human creature with a physical
body. The Bible does not describe any physical appearance, contrary to the artist-drawn pictures of
him in a red suit with horns, a tail, and a pitchfork.
There is no Biblical description of him because he is
a spirit-being. Ephesians 2:2 says he is "the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit."
Satan has the ability to be omnipresent (to be
present everywhere simultaneously). Just as I can
possess the Holy Spirit in America and other saints
can at the same time possess Him in other parts of
the world, the Holy Spirit can indwell, influence,
and direct me while simultaneously doing the same
for other saints of God. Likewise, so can Satan. If he
were not omnipresent, then he could only work on
one person at a time, and that is plainly not so.
Consider, while Satan was working on Job, was
the rest of the world being ignored? Or while Christ
was being tempted in Matthew, Chapter 4, was the
rest of the world enjoying a reprieve? Certainly not!
As a spirit-being, Satan does not have the confinement of a human form or nature. Job 1:7 reveals
Satan's sphere of operation when it says, "From
going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up
and down in it." This indicates a certain amount of
supernatural ability.
Brother Earl R. Borders

For further study on the subject of the devil, read The Devil, His Origin, His Nature, and His Destiny.
Available at GodsAcres.org (Click on "Resources" then "Study Materials")

2023 Camp Meeting Dates
The Church of God, God's Acres

June 18 - 25

July 30 - August 6

December 27 - 31
(The first service will be
Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.)

Please join us for old-fashioned camp meetings next year.

ALL ARE W ELCOME!
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"He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me
was love."
Song of Solomon 2:4
Some time back, while reading a
devotional, the word banner stood
out to me. I began a study and did
some research on banners. I came
away from that study with an overflowing heart for what I had gleaned
and for the richness of the treasures
God opened to me. It still makes my
heart well up when I review the subject once again with you.
While there is much that can be
taken away from this study and different angles from which to look at
it, I was blessed to learn these words
from Solomon's writing could very
well represent a new bride as she
entered a lively banqueting house
with her husband, her prince, by her
side.
I can imagine that possibly a
hush fell over the crowd as the couple entered. I can imagine she may
have feared rejection and not being
accepted. You see, she was not of
royal blood! It is possible she was a
country girl with sunburned skin and
hands rough from work in the fields,
much unlike the king's fair-skinned
daughters. It is possible she felt the
"unwelcome" thick in the air. Perhaps there was a murmuring
amongst the guests. Her head may
have been bowed low.
But wait! PRAISE GOD, her
prince has raised a banner over her

head! What does it say? It states
clearly for all to read: "She belongs
to me. I have CHOSEN her. I love
her!" Oh, the joy that fills her heart.
She belongs! She is chosen! She is
loved!
Once again, I can imagine there
was a hush that fell over the crowd,
a hush of a different sort, a murmuring cut short as they realized not only
did she belong, but she was chosen.
She was encircled by the immenseness of her husband's love.
Most all of us have felt unwelcome or a misfit at one point or another. Possibly, you remember in
gym class when the teacher picked
team captains, and they, in turn,
slowly picked team members. Do
you remember the fearful feeling you
would be the last one picked? Maybe
you remember the joy of being chosen first. Either way, our world can
and does at times feel cruel, unfair,
and intimidating for all of us. With
social media and other resources at
our fingertips, we are availed the
window to look into others' seemingly "perfect lives." We compare,
and we can at times feel left out or
lesser than others.
Perhaps there is a battle in the
mind. The enemy's attack is severe.
Those fiery darts are flying thick and
fast. There are darts of: "You're not
good enough. You will never win.
You do not belong." The list goes on
and on, and heads are bowed low.
But wait! PRAISE GOD, our
Prince has raised a banner over our
head! What does it say? It clearly
states we belong to Him. He has
CHOSEN us! He LOVES us! Just as
the groom chooses his bride, God
has chosen us! We can be encouraged; we can lift up our heads and
immerse ourselves in His love.
Many of us have memorized
John 3:16, which says, "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever [anyone/all inclusive] believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life." His love includes all!
In Jeremiah 1:5 God told Jeremiah, "Before I formed thee in the
belly I knew thee; and before thou
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camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee." The word sanctified
means "to be set apart" and in this
case "chosen for a purpose." Romans
2:11 tells us, "There is no respect of
persons with God." So, no matter
who we are, where we are from, or
what we have or have not accomplished, if we believe He gave His
Son as a sacrifice for our sins, we are
chosen!
Jeremiah 29:11 tells us God's
thoughts toward us are good. It
states, "For I know the thoughts that
I think toward you, saith the LORD,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to
give you an expected end [a hope
and a future]." And then, Isaiah 9:6
reads, "For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace." This "child" is "The Prince of
Peace," our Prince. For, as believers,
we are the bride of Christ.
Our children sing the song, "His
Banner Over Me Is Love," written by
B. C. Laurelton. Some of the lyrics
say: "Jesus is the rock of my salvation. He feeds me at His banqueting
table. He leads me by His Holy Spirit. Glory, glory, hallelujah! His banner over me is love."
Our Prince and His banner of
love speak peace! He will bring a
hush to those feelings of not belonging, those feelings of being a misfit,
those murmurings. Our belief in His
love for us will shield us from those
darts of not being good enough, of
defeat, of not belonging. Why? Because He is the Prince, His Father is
the King of all kings, and we are
chosen to be His bride. By accepting
His salvation, we are a part of a royal
family! We are welcomed into His
banqueting house and may slide our
feet (once nasty, unworthy with sin)
under the King's table and feast because we belong. We are made worthy because of His sacrifice. We are
His chosen, much loved bride. Glory!
Glory! Hallelujah!
Sister Arlene Orr
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Message #

Date

Message Title

Minister

TR-2857
TR-2858

07-31-2022 Does God Remember You and Me?
07-31-2022 A Famine of the Gospel

Bro. Roger L. Decker
Bro. Aurelius Raines

TR-2859
TR-2860
TR-2861

08-01-2022 Avoid Strange Fire
08-01-2022 Fundamental Features of Prayer: Avenue of Prayer
08-01-2022 Seeing the Church of God

Bro. Nathan Harding
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. Aurelius Raines

TR-2862
TR-2863
TR-2864

08-02-2022 The Spirit of Balaam
08-02-2022 Fundamental Features of Prayer: Place of Prayer
08-02-2022 The Church Militant

Bro. Mike Miller
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. Aurelius Raines

TR-2865
TR-2866

08-03-2022 Healing of the Land
Bro. Mickey Mullins
08-03-2022 Fundamental Features of Prayer: Privilege of Prayer Bro. Reggie Stegmeier

TR-2867
TR-2868
TR-2869

08-04-2022 Investing in the Lord
08-04-2022 Fundamental Features of Prayer
08-04-2022 Holiness: The Law of the House

Bro. Brandon Gonzalez
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. Aurelius Raines

TR-2870
TR-2871

08-05-2022 The Triumphs of Love
08-05-2022 Fundamental Features of Prayer: The Need of
Persistence
08-05-2022 Complacency Is the Road to Babylon

Bro. Marty Simpson
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier

TR-2872
TR-2873
TR-2874

Bro. Aurelius Raines
Bro. Larry Dishman
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier

TR-2875

08-06-2022 The Anointing
08-06-2022 Fundamental Features of Prayer: The Threefold
Promise
08-06-2022 Being Active or Passive

TR-2876

08-07-2022 Drinking of the Living Water

Bro. Nathan Harding

TM-464
TM-465
TM-466
TM-467
TM-468
TM-469

2022

Fall Camp Meeting Songs #1
Fall Camp Meeting Songs #2
Fall Camp Meeting Songs #3
Fall Camp Meeting Songs #4
Fall Camp Meeting Songs #5
Fall Camp Meeting Songs #6

2022

Fall Camp Meeting Choirs Songs #1
Fall Camp Meeting Choirs Songs #2
All Songs in MP3 Format
All Morning Messages in MP3 Format
All Afternoon Teaching Services in MP3 Format
All Evening Messages in MP3 Format

Bro. Aurelius Raines

All message and music recordings are available only on regular CDs or MP3 format. The suggested donation for CDs
is $3.00 each and for DVDs is $5.00 each. (DVDs are unavailable for the afternoon teaching services.) The suggested
donation for MP3s is $10.00 each. Postage is $3.00 for one CD or MP3 and $0.35 for each additional one. Recordings
may be ordered by writing The Gospel Trumpeter, CD Ministry, 675 N. Cedar St, Newark, Ohio 43055, or by calling the
Print Shop at (740) 345-1312. Please make check or money order in U.S. funds, payable to The Gospel Trumpeter.
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September 29 - October 2 — CANBY, OR
REVIVAL: Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
Evangelist: Brother Abraham Burton, O'Fallon, MO
Services times: Thursday-Saturday 7 p.m.; Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.
For more information, contact: Pastor David Stegmeier @ 503-313-0227

October 5-9 — WHITE PINE, TN
CAMP MEETING: Church of God, 185 Highway 25/32, White Pine, TN 37890
For more information, contact: Pastor Roger Nethers @ 770-206-0786

October 24-30 — SUMMERSVILLE, WV
REVIVAL: The Church of God, 74 Armstrong Rd, Summersville, WV 26651
Service times: Monday-Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 6 p.m.; Sunday
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. Evangelist: Brother Calvin Foster, Kensett, AR
For more information, contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders @ 304-872-4047
Visit our website: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com
Visit our Facebook page: The Church of God, Summersville, WV

October 26-30 — CANBY, OR
REVIVAL: Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, MS
Services times: Wednesday-Saturday 7 p.m.; Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.
For more information, contact: Pastor David Stegmeier @ 503-313-0227

October 31 - November 6 — WARRENSVILLE, NC
REVIVAL: Church of God, 2042 Teaberry Road, Warrensville, NC 28693
Evangelist: Brother Jeremy Hupp, Newark, OH
Service times: Monday-Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 6 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.
For more information, contact: Pastor Allen Borders @ 740-485-8881

November 24-27 — CANBY, OR
ANNUAL T HANKSGIVING & FELLOWSHIP MEETING: Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Ave.,
Canby, OR 97013
Evangelist: Brother Earl R. Borders, Summersville, WV
Services times: Thursday 7 p.m.; Friday-Saturday 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.;
Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.
For more information, contact: Pastor David Stegmeier @ 503-313-0227
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