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Workers Too Numerous to Mention
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Membership is offered to all (Rev. 22:17)
Final rewards (Rev. 20:12-15; 21:3-4; 22:14)
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Gal. 1:13; John 17:11)
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Fall 2021 Camp Meeting Report

"And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go
up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in
his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word

of the LORD from Jerusalem."

In the Scripture above, we
find a people who possessed a
deep love for God's Word and
a fervent zeal to obey it.
These people also had a real
yearning to be at God's house.
When the time came for wor-
ship, an intense craving to be
with others came over their
hearts. Being in God's pres-
ence, they knew they would
be instructed in the good way
and would learn of the old
paths that lead to godliness.
It is at the house of God that
the pure and holy doctrines
are expounded. In addition to
their hungering and thirsting
after true righteousness, they
also desired to encourage oth-
ers to join them. There 1is
much that could be said about
the importance of being under
the sound of God's Word. It
is the one true ingredient
needed more than anything
else is.

The Fall Camp Meeting at
God's Acres began on Sunday
morning, August 1, 2021. Af-
ter Pastor Roger Decker
greeted all the visitors, he
welcomed them and offered
prayer to the Lord. This was
the beginning of a beautiful
gathering together of the
saints of God. Many of God's
wonderful people came to
unite in offering up praise
and adoration to the Lord God
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Isaiah 2:3

of Heaven. They wanted to
drink in the spiritual teach-
ings and instructions found
in the Scriptures. The saints
desire to learn of the old
paths and to have their faith
encouraged.

The Fall Camp Meeting
brought in various ministers
who delivered soul-searching
messages. The brethren who
brought sermons were Broth-
ers Reggie Stegmeier, Larry
Dishman, Jeremy Hupp, Cal-
vin Foster, Mike Miller, Wil-
lis Neighbors (from southern
Oregon), David Stegmeier,
Earl Borders, Josh Thilmony,
and Mike Wilks. Each of
these Dbrethren preached
messages that laid out the
good way of the Lord. Their
challenging messages in-
spired our souls to live deep-
er lives for the Lord.

The sound, solid preaching
of the Gospel drew many
souls to an altar of prayer.
There were souls kneeling in
repentance, seeking deliver-
ance from sin. Others sought
the Lord for a deeper experi-
ence and relationship with
Christ. Saturday night God
worked through the song ser-
vice and the specials, which
brought about no preaching.
As a song went forth, souls

began moving to the altar.
[continued on page 7]
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1 Corinthians 3:1 And I,
brethren, could not speak unto you
as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,
even as unto babes in Christ.

2 I have fed you with milk, and
not with meat: for hitherto ye were
not able to bear it, neither yet now
are ye able.

3 For ye are yet carnal: for
whereas there is among you envying,

oity-tne Roat of Al Py

Problems at Corinth

Carnality is one major reason
that problems exist in congrega-
tions. You will find carnality in
divisions, arguments, and mali-
cious deeds. The Corinthian
church was a very diverse con-
gregation, and with that diversity
also came many problems. A lot
of the problems in the congrega-
tion were caused by men and
women who handled situations
by way of human understanding
instead of being Spirit led.

The Apostle Paul was very

and strife, and divisions, are ye not
carnal, and walk as men?

4 For while one saith, I am of
Paul; and another, I am of Apollos;
are ye not carnal?

5 Who then is Paul, and who is
Apollos, but ministers by whom ye
believed, even as the Lord gave to
every man?

6 1 have planted, Apollos

watered; but God gave the increase.

7 So then mneither is he that
planteth any thing, neither he that
watereth; but God that giveth the
increase.

8 Now he that planteth and he
that watereth are one: and every
man shall receive his own reward
according to his own labour.

Brother Roger L. Decker

instrumental in the building of
the Corinthian congregation. No
doubt, he felt the responsibility
of writing to clear up some mis-
understandings that prevailed.
There were several problems,
and the Apostle Paul wrote in
the letter sent to Corinth to
straighten out many existing is-
sues. In 1 Corinthians 3:10 Paul
wrote, "According to the grace of
God which is given unto me, as a
wise masterbuilder, I have laid
the foundation, and another
buildeth thereon. But let every
man take heed how he buildeth
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thereupon."

Many different cultures were
attending the congregation at
Corinth. The city would not have
been a good place to raise a
family because of the immorality
that existed among the people.
Paul learned of these problems
through two different sources.
First, he said in 1 Corinthians
1:11, "For it hath been declared
unto me of you, my brethren, by
them which are of the house of
Chloe, that there are contentions
among you." Second, in 1 Corin-
thians 7:1 he wrote, "Now
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concerning the things whereof ye
wrote unto me: It is good for a
man not to touch a woman."

Fornication became a
problem there because of
paganistic ideas brought into the
congregation. Paul taught in
verse 2 that instead of falling into
fornication, let the man and the
woman marry. Problems such as
division, immorality, judging one
another, the lack of discipline,
marriage, divorce, meats offered
to idols, public worship, the
Lord's Supper, the use of spiri-
tual gifts, love, the misuse of
tongues (or languages), and the
resurrection are some of the
many issues that Paul addressed
in a letter. He had to deal with a
lot of problems. Many of those
people had different ideas about
these issues that Paul addressed.
The wisdom that God bestowed
upon Paul by the grace of God
was very evident throughout
1 and 2 Corinthians.

The main contributor to the
problems at Corinth was carnal-
ity. The word carnal used in
Chapter 3 comes from the Greek
word sarkikos, which means,
"governed by human nature,
controlled by animal appetites
instead of the Spirit of God, or
fleshly." What was happening at
Corinth? The church was not
progressing as it ought to have
been. Paul said in 1 Corinthians
1:6-7: "Even as the testimony of
Christ was confirmed in you: So
that ye come behind in no gift;
waiting for the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ." They had
access to the Spirit of God, the
gifts were active, and the Spirit
of God was present, yet the con-
gregation at Corinth was a carnal
atmosphere.

A Sign of Carnality

Paul stated in 1 Corinthians
1:2, "Unto the church of God
which is at Corinth, to them that
are sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints, with all that in
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every place call upon the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs
and our's." In 1 Corinthians 6:11
he wrote, "And such were some
of you: but ye are washed, but ye
are sanctified, but ye are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God."

Paul mentioned in Chapter 1
that they needed to speak the
same thing. What they were
speaking was causing division.
Messages can either unite or sep-
arate people. am concerned that
some messages come from some
who have a chip on their shoul-
der, so to speak, or a problem
with the spiritual heart.

Paul said in 1 Corinthians
1:10-13: "Now I beseech you,
brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you;
but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in
the same judgment. For it hath
been declared unto me of you,
my brethren, by them which are
of the house of Chloe, that there
are contentions among you. Now
this I say, that every one of you
saith, I am of Paul; and 1 of
Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of
Christ. Is Christ divided? was
Paul crucified for you? or were
you baptized in the name of
Paul?" He instructed them to
speak the same thing, that there
be no divisions among them.
This does not mean all the minis-
try should get together and com-
pare messages, but what some
were speaking at Corinth was not
unifying but dividing.

What were the Corinthian
brethren speaking that was caus-
ing divisions? What were they
needing to be in agreement on?
That Christisnot divided. One of
the first signs of carnality is when
people divide over ministers.
That can cause division. Paul
called them brethren, as if to say:
"You are of the same household.
You should be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in
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judgment." Those who were
divided had not broken away
from the congregation, but the
division was gathering strength
and needed to be headed off
before it broke out.

Paul mentioned four factions
at Corinth. Some were divided
over Paul, some Apollos, some
Cephas, and others Christ. These
men were the leaders, but there
was no division among the lead-
ers. This was without their con-
sent. Paul preached the Gospel of
Christian liberty and the end of
the Law, and he said in Acts 22:3,
"l am verily a man which am a
Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in
Cilicia, yet brought up in this city
at the feet of Gamaliel, and
taught according to the perfect
manner of the law of the fathers,
and was zealous toward God, as
ye all are this day."

Apollos was a Jew and was
well versed in the Scriptures.
Acts 18:24 states, "And a certain
Jew named Apollos, born at Al-
exandria, an eloquent man, and
mighty in the scriptures, came to
Ephesus."

Cephas was legalistic. No
doubt, some in the congregation
wanted to cling to the old Mosaic
Law. In the Book of Acts, you can
read that a sheet was lowered
down to Peter while he was in a
trance. We read in Acts 10:13-14:
"And there came a voice to him,
Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. But Pe-
ter said, Not so, Lord; for I have
never eaten any thing that is
common or unclean." Then, there
were those who said they be-
longed to Christ. All the names
mentioned were men of great
influence in the church. These
factions were of great concern;
therefore, Paul wrote them a let-
ter and let them know they were
yet carnal.

"Babes in Christ"
Again, our Scripture text in

verses 1-8 read: "And I, brethren,
could not speak unto you as unto



spiritual, butas unto carnal, even
as unto babes in Christ. I have
fed you with milk, and not with
meat: for hitherto ye were not
able to bear it, neither yet now
are ye able. For ye are yet carnal:
for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and divi-
sions, are ye not carnal, and walk
as men? For while one saith, [am
of Paul; and another, I am of
Apollos; are ye not carnal?

"Who thenis Paul, and who is
Apollos, but ministers by whom
ye believed, even as the Lord
gave to every man? I have
planted, Apollos watered; but
God gave the increase. So then
neither is he that planteth any
thing, neither he that watereth;
but God that giveth the increase.
Now he that planteth and he that
watereth are one: and every man
shall receive his own reward
according to his own labour."
Then he said in verse 9, "For we
are labourers together with God:
ye are God's husbandry, ye are
God's building."

Nothing is wrong with being
a babe in Christ. We all started
that way, but it is a problem
when a person stays that way.
According to Paul, the flesh was
controlling their thinking and
their actions, and their discern-
ment was that of a new Christian.
The condition that the congrega-
tion at Corinth had gotten into
was very troubling to the Apos-
tles. It was not the fact that they
were made of flesh, because all
people are, but rather they were
allowing the flesh to guide their
actions. Therefore, Paul called
them babes in Christ.

Babes in Christ lack spiritual
understanding and knowledge,
as those recently born into the
kingdom are unable to under-
stand the profound doctrines of
the Christianreligion. They were
believers in Christ, and they
were converted persons, yet they
were as children in understand-
ing, knowledge, and experience.
Why did the Apostle Paul give

such a strong rebuke to them? It
was due to the strife and the
factions that existed. The congre-
gation could not move forward
and mature as they ought until
they allowed human wisdomand
guidance to be turned into the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Paul said they were fed milk.
Generally speaking, milk is for
babies. Some things were work-
ing among them that were
evident to those who informed
the Apostle Paul. Paul said in
1 Corinthians 3:1-3: "And 1,
brethren, could not speak unto
you as unto spiritual, but as unto
carnal, even as unto babes in
Christ. I have fed you with milk,
and not with meat: for hitherto
ye were not able to bear it, nei-
ther yet now are ye able. For ye
are yet carnal: for whereas there
isamong you envying, and strife,
and divisions, are ye not carnal,
and walk as men?"

What Happens in Division?

Paul said, "There is among
youenvying, and strife, and divi-
sions." Three things here are
noteworthy. These people were
wrong in their thoughts, their
words, and their deeds. The fact
that they had envy in their hearts
lets you know the state of their
souls. They had inward grudges
and dissatisfaction toward one
another. Paul said they also had
strife, or contention, which refers
to their continual disputing and
contending over whose party
they favored, each endeavoring
to prove his party was right.

The people disputed over
ministers. Their divisions refer to
their conduct. If they could not
agree, they contended until they
separated from one another, and
thus would rend the Church of
God. Envy and grudges led to
strife and evil speaking, which
led to divisions and separate
parties. Therefore, in this state,
the Apostles said they were
carnal and walked as men. In
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other words, they acted just as
the people of the world acted.
They acted as worldly men
would act, only under the guise
of Christianity. Paul said in
1 Corinthians 3:5-6: "Who then is
Paul, and who is Apollos, but
ministers by whom ye believed,
even as the Lord gave to every
man? I have planted, Apollos
watered; but God gave the
increase."

Suppose I were to go out and
plant a garden and one of my
sons were to water the seeds that
I had planted. Neither of us
could take credit for making the
seeds grow or increase. We were
merely instruments that put the
seeds in the ground and watered
them. Paul went on to say in
verses 7-9: "So then neither is he
that planteth any thing, neither
he that watereth; but God that
giveth the increase. Now he that
planteth and he that watereth are
one: and every man shall receive
his own reward according to his
own labour. For we are labourers
together with God: ye are God's
husbandry, ye are God's build-
ing." We could not take credit for
the increase in the garden any
more than we could take credit
for an increase in a congregation.

We must remember that we
are one with Christ within a
congregation. Those Corinthian
brethren were one, yet they were
separated over ministers. How-
ever, each one receives his own
reward according to his labor.
Paul instructed in 1 Corinthians
12:12-14: "For as the body is one,
and hath many members, and all
the members of that one body,
being many, are one body: so
also is Christ. For by one Spirit
are we all baptized into one
body, whether we be Jews or
Gentiles, whether we be bond or
free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit. For the
body is not one member, but
many."

Again, verse 13 states, "For by
one Spirit are we all baptized
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into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit."
Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 6:1,
"We then, as workers together
with him, beseech you also that
yereceive not the grace of God in
vain." There is no way a congre-
gation can increase when people
are not working together, or
when the body is not working
together.

"Be Filled With the Spirit"

Carnality is like walking on
thin ice, ready to take a person
into the depths of sin. One can
easily getcaughtup init. Thereis
carnality in a lot of churches to-
day, notjust back at Corinth. The
problems at Corinth had gained
so much momentum that it was
ready to break out into divisions
outside the congregation. No
doubt, some became jealous over
the gifts of others, perhaps over
the ability of some to testify, to
pray, to sing, or to play instru-
ments. They probably would not
admit that was the problem as
the strife and the factions began
to surface.

What was the answer to the
problem? Paul admonished in
Ephesians 5:18, "And be not
drunk with wine, wherein is ex-
cess; but be filled with the Spirit."
A certain preacher preached
from this text, and when he be-
gan he said: "A man has to be
filled with something. The world
fills up on pleasure and the
things of the world, but the
Christian should want to fill him-
self with the Holy Spirit. That is
the only way to keep from
coming under the influence of
carnality, and that is the only
way to keep out envy, strife, and
division."

As at Corinth, we have been
truly blessed, but none of us can
take credit for it. We are laborers
together with Christ. We are not
in competition with one another.

6

We are not out to see who can
sing the best, who can preach the
best, or who can play an instru-
ment the best. We are to do our
best and leave the results with
God. Carnality can work in many
ways to destroy the beautiful
Church of God. Some become
irritable, grumpy, and curt.
These things are not pleasing to
God. They cause divisions rather
than unity. You need more of the
Holy Spirit to crowd those things
out of your life.

Corinth was stalemated, and
it troubled the Apostle Paul. We
also can get stalemated individu-
ally. As you walk, you must not
become separated from the body
of Christ. You must not walk as
men walk. You need to obey the
messages thatcome forth Sunday
after Sunday and Wednesday
after Wednesday. You need to
continue to do the things that
caused you to grow when you
were first saved. You will never
outgrow the necessity to do those
things. You will never outgrow
the need to pray, read the Bible,
and assemble yourself with the
church. You gotsaved by hearing
the Word of God preached or by
someone witnessing to you. You
prayed and asked God to save
you, and you were placed in the
body of Christ. These teachings
may be the basics of Christianity,
but they are needful. Youneed to
make sure that you continue to
read the Bible and pray as you
ought. If you fail to spend time in
prayer and Bible reading, you
will go into carnality.

Lean Not to Your
Own Understanding

Attending worship services
regularly was something that my
family and I put into action when
we got saved. When I was work-
ing second shift, that made it
impossible for me to get into re-
vivals and mid-week services.
Also, it was compulsory to work
some weekends. I went to my
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pastor, Brother Emerson Wilson,
and told him about my dilemma.
He told me that could not be
helped and to do the best I could.
He said, "You have to work to
support your family and God
understands." I did just that, so
whenever an opportunity came
for me to be in the services, I was
there.

When my wife and I got
saved, I belonged to a bowling
league and a softball team, but
they were no longer my priori-
ties. My wife and I were deter-
mined to stay saved. I had been
accustomed to bowling on a cer-
tain night, and I started to lose
my desire to continue in the
league and eventually quit
because the Kingdom of God
became my top priority. Our
home was changed instantly, and
the process of sanctification
worked continually to make us
more and more like Christ.

Even though you are saved,
you can still run the risk of lean-
ing to your own understanding
and getting stalemated in your
walk with God. This is what hap-
pened at Corinth. Proverbs 3:5-6
tells us: "Trust in the LORD with
all thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding. In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and
he shall direct thy paths." The
Proverb writer was saying that it
is possible to lean to your own
understanding.

The Bible tells us in 2 Kings,
Chapter 5, about Naaman. He
was the captain of the Syrian
army, and they had just finished
defeating Israel. During that
time, they took into captivity a
little Israelite maid. Naaman was
a leper, and the little maid said,
in essence: "I would to God that
he was in Israel. There is a man
of God there who could heal
him."

Second Kings 5:9-11 reads:
"So Naaman came with his hors-
es and with his chariot, and
stood at the door of the house of
Elisha. And Elisha senta messen-



ger unto him, saying, Go and
wash in Jordan seven times, and
thy flesh shall come again to
thee, and thou shalt be clean. But
Naaman was wroth, and went
away, and said, Behold, I
thought, He will surely come out
to me, and stand, and call on the
name of the LORD his God, and
strike his hand over the place,
and recover the leper." That
would have been less humiliat-
ing for Naaman than going down
to a river, especially Israel's
river. No doubt, he thought, "I
deserve some respect, for [ am a
captain!"

Is Carnality Working
in Your Life?

Why do people lean to their
ownunderstanding? Becauseitis
easier than getting the mind of
Christ in a matter. It is easier
than waiting on God, and it is
easier than counseling with lead-
ers. That is the reason you need
pastors and teachers to help you
when you are undecided as to
what to do. Sometimes people
launch out on their own. They do
not take counsel because they
know the counsel is different

from their own thinking, such as
people moving away for a better
job with more pay. Most every-
one wants that, but that is unwise
when there is no local Church of
God congregation there to get
their souls fed. People need to be
careful. Many times they will end
up losing their souls and the
souls of their family. Your
number one priority ought to be
your soul.

Carnality causes problems
and is divisive, just as it was at
Corinth. Their thoughts were not
bad thoughts. I am sure many
have made statements about
preachers, such as "He is my fa-
vorite" or "I love to hear him
preach," and so on. However, at
Corinth, it became heated to the
place that envy, strife, and divi-
sions were working. No doubt,
the Apostle Paul reacted as
quickly as possible to try to cor-
rect these conditions before they
got outside the congregation and
formed another religious body.
Carnality will destroy a congre-
gation if not stopped, either by
preaching or by other means of
communication.

Maybe you have carnality
working in your life. Do not quit

serving God because you do not
agree with something. You may
disagree with some things, but
you should not let those dis-
agreements cause you to divide
from your brothers and sisters in
Christ. You need to take those
things to God. He has ways of
righting things and working
them out so the body can be
edified and strengthened instead
of stalemated.

A lot of things could be
worked out if people would do
what the Bible says and go to the
one with whom they have a
problem to try to straighten it out
if at all possible. You might be
amazed at how quickly things
could be resolved if you would
do things the Bible way. If you
feel carnality has hindered your
spiritual walk with Christ, you
need to be honest. You need to
take it to God, and He will gladly
receive you. Hebrews 4:16 tells
us, "Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need."

(Compact Disc TR-2490)

[Camp Mtg. Report—contin. from p. 2]

What a beautiful sight to
behold as needy individuals
were being made aware of the
needs in their souls! When all
thought the service had ended,
anotherindividual darted tothe
altar in repentance. Many peo-
ple had been praying earnestly
for this person's salvation.
What a joyful time this service
was to all! The Holy Spirit was
certainly faithful to all in atten-
dance during this outstanding
meeting. The Lord is seeking
honest hearts to whom He can
show Himself strong.

Each afternoon at three
o'clock, Brother Reggie Steg-
meier taught a series of lessons

onthe "Seven Abominable Sins"
found in Proverbs 6:16-19.
Again, Sister Karen Wilks
and the helpers met with the
children in the old barn at ten
o'clock in the morning. There
the children sang Christian
songs that portray righteous
principals for godly living. Then
she presented the Gospel story
to those little hearts. This was a
time when those young souls
learned about the love of Jesus.
Hopefully the Christian teach-
ings they learned will be a
guide to lead them through
their lives. Saturday morning
all the children took part in the
service. Several children recited
Scriptures while others sang
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specials. Their offering of praise
was certainly a blessing to all of
us.

The camp meeting surely
gave us eight days of feasting
on the Word and fellowship
with the saints of God. If the
Lord wills, we will gather again
in December for the Winter
Camp Meeting here at God's
Acres. We hope to see you all
then.

P.S. You will find a list of all
the messages and songs for the
camp meeting on page 26 of the
previous issue of The Gospel
Trumpeter.



Second Corinthians 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

and Keep it

How to Get
the Victory

Guard Your Weak Points

It is one thing to get the
victory, but it is another thing to
keep the victory. God has or-
dained that we get the victory
and keep the victory. We all have
weak points. Those who say they
do not have any are not being
honest. Some people are tempted
with uncontrollable anger. An-
other's weak point could be
unforgiveness. It may be easy for
some to hold unforgiveness to-
ward others. With others it could
be jealousy or bitterness. These
are problems that some have to
work on. Sometimes little inci-
dents happen and they really
have to work to gain victory.

Some have a tendency
toward pride, so they have to
work on that. Others are troubled
with lust, gossip, unbelief, or
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doubt. Some people are tempted
to lie or exaggerate. Others are
tempted with compromise,
carnal fear, laziness, being criti-
cal toward others, or holding
grudges. Perhaps you are
troubled with the sin of prayer-
lessness, lethargy, or lukewarm-
ness. I do not know what your
weakness may be, and I might
not have mentioned it, but what-
ever it is, you have to stay
especially guarded along those
lines.

The first man and woman we
read about in the Bible (Adam
and Eve) fell. Samson was the
strongest man in the Bible, but he
fell. The wisest man (Solomon) in
the Bible fell. There is a man in
the Bible referred to as a man
after God's own heart (David),
and he fell. Christ chose twelve
disciples, and some of them fell.
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The Scriptures do not urge
victorious living without giving
the secret of its attainment. Obe-
dience is the forefront of victory.
A life of victory and a practice of
disobedience are opposite. The
life of victory demands patience
and being continuous in well
doing. A lot of people today in
the religious world believe that
victory is a wonderful idea, but
only possible when they get to
Heaven or at some future date.
Friend, you can have the victory
now in this life, and you should
have the victory. From the time
you get saved, you should have
increasing victory over the things
that once had you bound. God's
will is that you have the victory.

Oh, how sin makes promises.
Sin glitters, but it deceives. Sin
seemingly has deceived the
human race. The young and the



old are being deceived by the
beautiful pictures that Satan is
painting before their eyes. View
the picture that evidently the
devil must have painted for Eve
to get her to partake of the fruit
of the forbidden tree. You can tell
by reading Luke, Chapter 15, the
picture that the devil painted
before the prodigal son. The
devil enticed him to go ahead
and ask for his inheritance and
take everything he had and go to
a far country. Friend, just imag-
ine what the devil promised him,
but it did not turn out the way
the devil promised; itnever does.

Hebrews12:1 admonishes us,
"Let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with pa-
tience the race that is set before
us." Worldly or sinful weights
can hinder your having a suc-
cessful race of life. If you allow
the devil, do you know what he
wants to do? He wants to weigh
you down. If you allow him, that
is exactly what he will do.

Feeding Your Mind

I would like to share some
things that I believe will help you
get the victory and keep the vic-
tory. First of all, I want to start
with the mind, because this has
so much to do with it. Isaiah 26:3
reads, "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee: because he trust-
eth in thee." What you think
about throughout the day can be
either a source of joy to God or a
source of grief. What kind of
response do your thoughts
produce in the heart of God?

Someone may say, "I don't
know how I can keep my mind
stayed on God." Friend, when
you fill your mind with the Word
of God, there is no room left for
evil thoughts. You need to fill
your mind with the Word of
God, the things of God, and good
Gospel songs. You should not
leave a place for the devil. God

designed your mind to grow and
flourish as it is fed the right
things. What are you feeding
your mind? The only way that
you can flourish and have vic-
tory is by thinking on the right
things.

David said in Psalm 119:11,
"Thy word have I hid in mine
heart, that  might not sin against
thee." I am talking about some-
thing that will help you to keep
from sinning. In so many words,
David was saying, "I took the
Word of God and hid it in my
heart, because I did not want to
sin against God."

The failure to discipline the
mind will ultimately produce
bondage to bad habits, both in
thoughtand in action. Many peo-
ple's minds have been pro-
grammed with the wrong things.
Will what you think on edify the
mind or degrade and bring de-
pression to the soul? Is your
mind a workshop for God or a
playground for the devil?

Sin weakens all resistance. It
turns warriors into weaklings.
Satan is a powerful foe. No hu-
man being can cope with the
devil. He is your adversary, and
he will never be your friend.
There are times when he will
pose as your friend, but the devil
continually seeks ways to try to
cause you to fail to live a victori-
ous life that God has ordained
that you should live. You need to
understand that the devil is
powerful, but God is more pow-
erful. As a Christian, you have
that more powerful One on the
inside.

Another thing you need to
consider that gets a lot of people
in trouble is not understanding
the enemy. Our adversary is
clever, and he has had thousands
of years of experience in setting
traps for the people of God. The
devil has long practiced deceit-
fulness. Do you know what the
devil loves? He loves to lay skill-
fully devised and well-organized
plans against the church and
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against individuals. Satan was a
murderer from the beginning
and abode not in the Truth. He
was a liar from the beginning.
The Bible says in Hosea 4:6, "My
people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge."

Doubting Your Salvation

As a young Christian, I was
ignorant of Satan's devices. Satan
attacked me, and I did not know
what to do. That is a place
wherein many young Christians
find themselves. Many times I
found myself in a state of confu-
sion, so I want to help people
avoid that. Young person, new
convert, you need to understand
that you must not be ignorant of
Satan's devices. I am going to
talk about some of his devices
and how he would like to tear
you down and destroy your
faith. The devil is upset that you
got saved, and he is doing his
best to knock you out of the race.
Thank God, if you have your
hand in God's, He has hold of
yours. Jesus said in John 10:28,
"Neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand."

A lack of victory in the
spiritual battle reflects a lack of
understanding in divine re-
sources. Every Christian has
problems. No matter how long
you have been saved, you are
still going to have problems. It is
the inability to move beyond the
problem that leads to spiritual
defeat. God can help you, saint,
to get beyond the situations of
life.

The devil wants you to doubt
your salvation. That is one of his
tactics. One of his devices is to
work on your mind to get you to
think: "Well, maybe I did not
really get saved. I ought to have
gotten saved, but what if I did
not?" Someone may wonder if
that is normal. Yes, that is nor-
mal. You canread in Matthew 4:3
that the devil came to Jesus, the
very Son of God, and said, "If
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thou be the Son of God, com-
mand that these stones be made
bread." What was the devil do-
ing? He was trying to plant a
seed of doubt in the mind of the
Savior. Therefore,  am very con-
vinced that if the devil went to
Jesus and tried to get Him to
doubt His experience, he is going
to come to you and try to get you
to doubt that you really have the
goods.

What can you do? You can
point him back to the place
where you met God's conditions.
You can point the devil back to
the very place where you did
exactly what God commanded
you to do in order to be saved,
and that was to repent and place
your faith in the Son of God. You
can point him back to what God
has done in your life. It was not
the devil that changed you for
the better. The devil never
changes anyone for the better. It
is God who brought you this far,
but the devil wants to make you
doubt your salvation. I have
heard people say, "Well, if you
ever doubt it, that means you
were never saved." No, it does
not mean that. You can be
tempted to doubt your salvation.

Satan's Many Devices

Think about John the Baptist.
He was in prison, and the devil
worked on him. Here was a man
who heard God speak out of
Heaven and say, "This is my be-
loved Son, in whom I am well
pleased" (Matthew 3:17). When
John was in prison, things were
not going well, and he sent some
disciples to Jesus and asked in
Matthew 11:3, "Art thou he that
should come, or do we look for
another?" That is how the devil
will work on your mind. He will
tell you, "If you were really
saved, you would not be having
all these problems." Who said
you would not?

Paul said in 2 Timothy 3:12,
"Yea, and all that will live godly
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in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse-
cution." Each of us is going to
have difficulties. Nowhere in the
Bible does it say that if you get
saved, you will not have any
more problems. You are still go-
ing to have problems, but you
will have God with you.

Another device the devil uses
that many do not understand is
that their enemy is invisible. It is
hard enough to fight something
that you can see, but it is espe-
cially difficult to fight an enemy
that you cannot see. Someone
may ask, "Is he really invisible?"
Yes, the Apostle Paul said in
Ephesians 6:12, "For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high
places."

You also need to understand
that the devil camouflages him-
self. One thing Satan has learned
during all these years is how to
make himself appear as one of
the good guys. He can speak as a
good guy, and he can become
any color that he needs to be in
order to camouflage himself.
Satan reminds me of the mafia.
Do you know the address of the
mafia headquarters? I do not.
Can you pick out the members? I
cannot. As the mafia walks the
streets, the members are hard to
identify. They have camouflaged
themselves because their mem-
bers operate legitimate looking
businesses. We do not know
exactly who they are, but they
are powerful, and they are out
there. Satan heads a spiritual
mafia.

Something else about the
devil is that he is never off duty.
He is on duty twenty-four hours
a day. There will be times that
his active opposition may not be
as apparent as other times, but he
is on duty. First Peter 5:8 tells us,
"Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seek-
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ing whom he may devour."
A Spiritual Controversy

Before you were saved, you
followed the flesh, and whatever
the flesh desired that came your
way, you went in that direction.
You followed the flesh in what-
ever direction it would lead, but
now there is a painful contro-
versy. The Apostle Paul stated in
Galatians 5:16-17: "This I say
then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye
shall not fulfil the lust of the
flesh. For the flesh lusteth against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other: so that ye
cannot do the things that ye
would."

The flesh pulled me in one
direction and the Spirit of God
pulled me in the other direction,
so that tells me that the inclina-
tions and the desires of the flesh
are contrary to those of the Spirit.
Getting saved does not do away
with the desires of the flesh.

Someone may say, "Well, I
must not be saved because my
flesh still wants to do this and
that or to go back into this and
getinvolved in that." That is nor-
mal. You still have a fleshly
body, but God has saved you
and put the Holy Spirit on the
inside. Now, these two draw you
away in opposite directions, and
it produces a painful controversy
that exists in your mind. You see,
the flesh and the Spirit do not
harmonize; they are not in unity
atall.

Have you heard the story
about the Indian man? He got
saved inarevival. The evangelist
was excited about this man com-
ing and getting saved. The evan-
gelist returned a year later and
the Indian man was still there.
That made the evangelist feel
good when he went back a year
later and those who had gotten
saved were still there living for
God. He was happy and walked
up to the Indian man and said,



"How are you doing?"

He said: "I'm doing pretty
well, but I'm in a battle. It is like
two dogs on the inside that are
fighting all the time."

The evangelist said, "Which
one of those dogs is winning?"

He said, "The one I am feed-
ing the most."

Are you feeding the flesh or
the Spirit? You can feed the flesh
by listening to the wrong things
and by watching the wrong
things. You can feed the Spirit of
God by being faithful to church
every time the doors are open.
Also, youneed toread your Bible
and read good Biblical literature.
That feeds the inner man and
will cause you to be strong in the
Lord.

You have no power on your
own to resist the urgings of the
flesh, but by the power of the
indwelling Holy Spirit, you can
be victorious. Only when you
have a deep desire to please God
will you have the strength to
resist temptation. Only whenyou
have a deep desire to please God
are you able to have the strength
to resist the devil. You may need
tosay: "God, deepen my desire to
please You. I want to make
Heaven my home. I want You to
deepen my desire because I need
this if  am going to live a victori-
ous life."

Temptation Is Not Sin

The Christian life is a life of
continuous conflict, but continu-
ous victory should be the normal
experience of every child of God.
You are going to be tempted.
Every man is tempted, but it is
not a sin to be tempted. That is
another one of the devil's de-
vices. He will tempt you, and as
soon as he tempts you, he will
turn around and say, "Oh, what a
wicked person you are to have
such a temptation!"

According to Hebrews 4:15,
Jesus "was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin."

That means you can be tempted
in every point and still not sin,
but the devil will try to tell you
that you have sinned because
you were tempted. No tempta-
tion and no amount of tempta-
tion is sin. It is sin only if you
give in to it.

When you are tempted, do
not rush into things. The devil
will try to rush you into doing
something very quickly. He does
not want you to stop and think
about it. You need to think about
the consequences if you sin. You
need to stop and just hold off.
What are the consequences? The
consequences of giving in to the
flesh are terrible. Do not do it.
When you are tempted, think
about how you are going to look
back on that moment from your
deathbed.

Some people say, "Well, if
God does not want us to use to-
bacco, then why did He put it
upon the earth?" or "If God does
not want us to use drugs, then
why did He put them here upon
the earth?" or "If God does not
want us to smoke marijuana,
then why did God put it here?"
Some things were put here for
you to leave alone. Why was that
tree in the midst of the garden? It
was for Adam and Eve to leave
alone. If there was not any evil,
then we could not be tempted.
God has allowed evil in this
world so that we could prove our
love to Him.

Another device the devil uses
to get people in trouble is mis-
information. Satan is capable of
appearing as an angel of light.
According to 2 Corinthians 11:14
Paul wrote, "And no marvel; for
Satan himself is transformed into
an angel of light." Satan talks in
religious tones, and he puts on
false and delusive appearances
for the purpose of deceiving.
When you hear an inaudible
voice speaking to your mind, you
can always stop and say, "Does
this sound like the character of
God?" There is a voice that will
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sometimes say, "Just give up."
Does that sound like God? No,
God would never say that.

You may say, "I am so
confused." That is the devil, be-
cause 1 Corinthians 14:33 tells us
that "God is not the author of
confusion." Things that bring
confusion are of the devil every
time.

Someone may say, "Well, I
don't know if this is God trying
to talk to me or if it is the devil
trying to work on me." Then, it is
the devil, because when God
wants to get something across to
you, He lets you know what it is.
He puts His finger on it, unlike
the devil.

The devil will come along
and say: "You are nothing but a
hypocrite. You are a terrible indi-
vidual." You may say, "What
have I done, God?" A voice will
say, "I am not going to tell you."
Friend, that is the devil. God
would not put you in a situation
such as that. When you cry out to
God and ask what is wrong, He
will not say, "I am not going to
tell you." You can be sure that is
the devil.

Put on the Whole
Armor of God

Eve received false informa-
tion. Did you know the devil was
talking to her in religious tones?
"If you will eat this fruit, then
you can be like God." That
sounded like a good thing. He
talks in religious tones.

Another thing that gets a
person in trouble is not putting
on the whole armor of God,
which is both offensive and de-
fensive. The Apostle Paul wrote
in Ephesians 6:14-18: "Stand
therefore, having your loins girt
about with truth, and having on
the breastplate of righteousness;
And your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of
peace; Above all, taking the
shield of faith, wherewith ye
shall be able to quench all the
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fiery darts of the wicked. And
take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God: Praying always
with all prayer and supplication
in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance
and supplication for all saints."

Too many are only half
dressed for the battle, and they
are prime targets for the devil
to shoot at if they have only part
of the armor on. If you lack just
one of the weapons that God
ordained that you should have
on, defeat will be the conse-
quence. Friend, the foes are so
numerous, and unless you are
clothed with the divine armor
that God has intended for you to
put on, victory is going to be an
impossibility.

The devil is going to attack
you in the area of your life where
you do not have on the whole
armor. Paul instructed in Ephe-
sians 6:13, "Wherefore take unto
you the whole armour of God,
that ye may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand." God has given you
something wherewith you will be
able to withstand in the evil day.
No matter what happens and no
matter how evil things are, you
can stand in the evil day if you
have on the whole armor of God.
As a Christian, do you know
what God wants you to do? He
wants you to hold your ground.
Do not budge when the evil day
comes.

During the reign of King
Saul, do you know what the
Philistines did? They cunningly
destroyed all the blacksmiths in
Israel. Why did they do that?
Because a weaponless army is a
powerless army. Without being
aware of it Israel grudgingly was
becoming defenseless, because
the blacksmiths responsible for
forging the weapons of war were
destroyed. It was their task to
supply the nation with swords,
spears, and shields. When the
day of battle finally came, a
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powerless Israel was defeated.
The enemy's strategy is still
the same today. He knows that
prayer meeting is the "blacksmith
shop" of the church. He is aware
that when prayer and the sword
of the Spirit are wielded, the bat-
tles will be won. The enemy ever
works to destroy your prayer
life. You must not allow the devil
to do this. Many are caught by
surprise and are defenseless at
the time of their greatest need
because they have not been

praying.
The Warning Signals

Satan has a full arsenal of
weapons that we must cautiously
guard against. As God's people,
we have to guard against the
many things the devil is trying to
throw our way. Perhaps you
pray consistently for a time, and
then you slack up. That is what
the devil wants you to do. Satan
seeks to catch you off guard and
unprepared. Have you ever no-
ticed how easy it is to slack off
and become paralyzed when
everything is going smoothly?
That is a time when it is easy to
slack off. You become an easy
target for the devil when you
slack off in your prayer life.

What are some warning
signals? If you will be faithful to
the church, I believe God will
prepare you for things ahead of
you through the sermons and the
testimonies. There will be mes-
sages preached from the pulpit
because God is in charge. God
will work through a godly pastor
to bring messages of warning.
You should always acknowledge
the warning signals from the
Word of God. The inspired Word
brings warning signals. For ex-
ample, the Holy Spirit may im-
press upon you, "You need to do
this; this is for you." I believe
people have backslid because
they ignored the warning signals
when God was faithful to show
them a need.
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Failure to take the way that
God has given will bring defeat
and powerlessness. We can see
the powerlessness of some Chris-
tians in daily living. Some seem
to be powerless to live victorious
lives. They are doomed for fail-
ure and frustration unless the
Holy Spirit is allowed to come in
and perform His ministry in their
lives. As a Christian, you can
successfully resist the devil. If
you will submit to God and hold
steadfast, a complete surrender
to God will leave no place for the
devil. There is no blessing in de-
feat, and a defeated life makes it
impossible to be a blessing to
others.

While saying these things, I
want to remind you that if you
do fall, you have an advocate
with the Father. If you make a
mistake or if you fall, please do
not give up. You need to get up
from that place. The devil will
say: "Just go all the way back.
Give up completely and get
saved later." Friend, that is al-
ways a mistake. No matter what
situation you find yourself in,
you should repent right then; do
notlinger. As soon as you realize
that you have fallen, as soon as
yourealize that you have sinned,
as soon as you realize that you
have made a terrible mistake,
you need to start right then and
make it right; then get up and go
on with God. First John 2:1 tells
us, "We have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righ-
teous." Psalm 86:5 reads, "For
thou, Lord, art good, and ready
to forgive; and plenteous in
mercy unto all them that call
upon thee."

Living a Victorious Life

You need to remember that
God is plenteous in mercy. Some-
one may say, "I am tired of this
battle." Dear one, some glorious
day this battle is going to be
over. Do you know what is going
to happen? One day eternity is



going to dawn and the church
will go to participate in a new
song, the song of the redeemed,
as an anthem of ceaseless praise
to the Lamb on the throne
throughout the ages. Hallelujah!
What a Savior! This battle is
going to be over, so stay in the
battle and stay true to God until
you hear Him say well done.
One Gospel song says, "One
glimpse of His dear face, all sorrow
will erase. So bravely run the race
till we see Christ . .. It will be worth
it all when we see Jesus." One
glimpse of His face, and you will
not remember any of these trials.
You are not going to remember
the hard places. You are not go-
ing to remember the difficult
things that you went through and
the problems that the world and
some religious people caused
you. They will all be gone.
God's purpose for the church
is to live a victorious life. Victory
does not necessarily mean that
you will live free from problems
and trials and difficulties, but
that you will triumph in the diffi-
culties, in the trials, and in the
hard circumstances. There may
be times when God removes the
problems, but other times He will

supply the grace to go through
them.

Satan wants you to give up,
but God wants you to shape up.
You were born to win. Paul
wrote in Philippians 1:6, "Being
confident of this very thing, that
he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ." Jesus
saved you to be a winner, not a
loser. As a child of God, you
have been equipped to win. God
has put within your reach
everything you need to live a
victorious life. You need to take
advantage of the resources that
God has set before you. We are
in a war, but it is unlike other
wars. Christ has already won this
war. All we have to do is enlist
and put on the whole armor of
God, because it is time to march.
Itis time to win some battles, and
by the help of God, you can win
those battles.

Victory can be accomplished
if you will simply give yourself
to God, His Word, and His Spirit.
God in Heaven is more than able
to overcome the enemy's tactics
and the things the devil is trying
to do in your life. Will you re-
spond to God's provisions by

picking up your weapons and
resolving to do battle until Jesus
comes?

You do not have to bow to a
whipped devil. Jesus beat the
devil upon the Cross of Calvary.
He whipped him, and you can
have the victory because of Jesus
Christ. Someone once said, "God
pulled the devil's teeth at Cal-
vary, and all he can do is roar
and gum at you, but he cannot
hurt you because Jesus already
pulled out all his teeth." You can
have the victory if you count it
so. The thing is, you must put in
for it.

You need to talk to God
about your weak points and the
needs that you have in your life.
You should tell God that you
want continuous victory. Some
folks only have partial victory.
Other people have complete de-
feat. God does not want you to
have partial victory; He wants
you to have complete victory. If
you will get saved, you can have
victory in your heart and life.
Whatever your need is, God is
ready to meet it.

(Compact Disc TR-2059)

metal frame.

He Understands

A lady was resting in the shade on a hot day near a garden wall. She saw a boy with a sparrow in his
hands. When she learned that one of its wings was broken, she offered to take it home and care for it
until it was well, promising to return it to the gardens. "If you don't mind," said the boy, "I think I
will take care of it myself. You see, | understand.” The lady did not comprehend the meaning of his
statement until she noticed his crutch lying by him and saw that one of his legs was encased in a

We may be sure that the Lord Jesus Christ understands all our sufferings. He was made sin for us
(2 Corinthians 5:21). In the process, He took upon Himself our suffering nature. He, therefore, can
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities.

Selected
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The phrase "good works" is
mentioned several times in the
Bible. Hebrews 10:24 tells us,
"And let us consider one another
to provoke unto love and to good

works." Second Thessalonians
2:17 says, "Comfort your hearts,
and stablish you in every good
word and work." Paul said in
Ephesians 2:10, "For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works." He
wrote in Titus 2:7, "In all things
shewing thyself a pattern of good
works." Then in Titus 3:14 he
said, "And let our's also learn to
maintain good works for neces-
sary uses, that they be not
unfruitful."

We all know that good works
alone will not get a person into
Heaven. Many religions in the
world believe that good works
will get them into Heaven, but if
that were true, Jesus would have
died in vain. We should still do
good works. Jesus said in Mat-
thew 5:16, "Let your light so
shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven."

We can be more effective
Christians through our works
and actions than we can by our
words. We know that the saying,
"Actions speak louder than
words" is true. For example, if I
were to tell someone, "Brother, I
love and appreciate you," but
then ignored him and was rude
to him, my actions would say
otherwise, and he would not
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believe what I had said. People
believe our actions more than
our words. Good works can be as
little as helping someone to a
chair. We can do many little
things to help others.

One day in the wintertime we
had a heavy snow and I shoveled
our driveway. I noticed that our
neighbor's driveway was not
shoveled, so I went over and
shoveled it. The neighbor came
out and talked to me. We had
never really gotten to know him
before that time. He asked me to
shovel his driveway for the rest
of the season, and we became
friends through that. It opened a
door to other things.

Another time I was walking
home from work and another
neighbor was outside with her
children. They had recently
moved in, so we had not really
gotten to know them. She said
that she and her mother noticed
thatI waved to people more than
most young men and said that it
really showed a Christian atti-
tude. I had never thought about
that before. It surprised me
because I never told her that I
was a Christian. I had never had
any real contact with her, yet she
noticed. It caused me to think
about the little things in life that
we can do for other people.
When I tell these stories, I am not
bragging on myself. I am sure
that many others have similar
stories, but it is amazing how we
can share our light through little

GospelTrumpeter.com * November 2021

deeds of kindness to people.

My cousin started bird
watching, and he put bird feed-
ers out. He ran out of birdseed,
so I got him a bag of birdseed,
just trying to help. If you are not
financially able to buy something
for someone, you can do plenty
of other little things to help.
When work needs to be done at
church, the more people who
help, the faster it gets done when
more people pitch in.

When people are in the
military, especially in basic train-
ing, they are limited to their
communication. One main form
of communication they can have
is through letters, so it is good to
write as many letters to them as
you can to try to boost their spir-
its and keep them encouraged.
Little things matter and go a long
way.

Some have helped other
congregations with remodeling
projects. It is worth it to help.
Helping others is really what it is
all about. William Booth, the
founder of the Salvation Army,
was very ill once. The Salvation
Army was having their conven-
tion then. Since he was unable to
attend, he sent a message to the
convention. When they an-
nounced that he had sent a mes-
sage, everyone was excited to
hear what he had to say. The
speaker of the convention
opened the piece of paper to see
what he had written, and he
wrote only one word on it: "Oth-



ers." Doing things for other
people is not all about ourselves.
It is about helping other people.

One of the greatest good
work stories I think I have ever
heard involved an ordinary
mechanic. He was just a regular
guy. As he was driving down the
road, he noticed a limousine bro-
ken down along the road. He
pulled over to see what he could
do to help. I am not sure what
the trouble was, but he fixed it.
The limousine driver asked him,
"What do you want for your
pay?ll

He answered, "I don't want
anything."

The limousine driver said,
"Well, my boss would wantme to
pay you, so what do you want?"

The mechanicreplied: "I'll tell
you what. Send a dozen roses to
my wife."

The limousine driver took his

name and address, and sure
enough, a few days later, a dozen
roses were delivered to the
mechanic's house. With the roses
was a note thatread, "Your house
is paid off," signed by Donald
Trump. That is a neat story.

Can you imagine if that
mechanic had just driven by and
said: "Oh, that is a limousine.
They have lots of money and can
take care of themselves," but he
stopped. Also, he thought of his
wife. Shereceived roses and their
house was paid off. I think that
was a wise decision on his part.
would not recommend just stop-
ping for anyone. You could be
putting your life at risk, but if
there is an opportunity to help
someone, if it is in your power to
do so, help them. That mechanic
could have told the limousine
driver, "l want a hundred dollars
for my pay." He probably would

have gotten it, but he thought of
his wife and requested roses for
her. In return he got his house
paid off. If you can help some-
one, it would be good to step out
and help them.

My point is, please do not
miss an opportunity to bless oth-
ers, even if it seems that they are
better off than you are. Just a
little good can go a long way.
Again, Jesus said in Matthew
5:16, "Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven."
Let us look for ways to bless oth-
ers and to share God's love with
friends, family, and neighbors.
Through good works, do good to
other people.

Brother Ben Vossler

couldn't talk to him."
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A New Argument

Billy Sunday told of an old infidel who had boasted that he could meet
any argument that a Christian could present. An old deacon heard this boast
and he and his wife spent the night till three o'clock in the morning praying
for him. As he entered the shop where the infidel was at work, he said, "My
wife and | prayed for you until three o'clock this morning." Then his eyes
filled with tears and he turned away and left him standing there. When the
deacon arrived back home, he said to his wife, "lI've made an old fool of
myself, and it was all for nothing. When | saw him, | just broke down and

In the meantime, the infidel went home. He said to his wife: "l heard a
new argument this morning. That old deacon drove in to see me and told me
that he and his wife had prayed for me until three o'clock this morning. Then
he sobbed and went away." The infidel said to his wife, "Let's get ready and
go over and see him. I'd like to talk to him." It was only a few moments until
he was on his knees with the old deacon, confessing his sin.
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Mark 5:25 And a certain
woman, which had an issue of blood
twelve years,

26 And had suffered many
things of many physicians, and had
spent all that she had, and was noth-
ing bettered, but rather grew worse,

27 When she had heard of Jesus,
came in the press behind, and
touched his garment.

28 For she said, If I may touch
but his clothes, I shall be whole.

29 And straightway the fountain
of her blood was dried up; and she
felt in her body that she was healed
of that plague.

30 And Jesus, immediately
knowing in himself that virtue had
gone out of him, turned him about in
the press, and said, Who touched my
clothes?

31 And his disciples said unto
him, Thou seest the multitude
thronging thee, and sayest thou,

Who touched me?

32 And he looked round about to
see her that had done this thing.

33 But the woman fearing and
trembling, knowing what was done
in her, came and fell down before
him, and told him all the truth.

34 And he said unto her,
Daughter, thy faith hath made thee
whole; go in peace, and be whole of
thy plague.

it Virue, reang, ond FHope

The Nature of Faith

In our Scripture lesson, we
find a woman who had suffered
with an issue of blood for twelve
years. This poor woman's case
was pitiful. She had no way of
getting healed. She had spent all
her money on doctors. This con-
dition tormented her day and
night and undoubtedly caused
her much aggravation and mis-
ery. She had impoverished her-
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Brother Joe Brewer

self trying to recover her health,
yet she could not recover. Her
disease caused a weakening and
a wasting of her physical body,
and itrendered her ceremonially
unclean and shut her out of the
courts of the Lord's house.

The devil does not want you
to have hope. Jesus always gives
His people hope. Preaching on
faith, virtue, and healing mixed
together is like well-oiled gears.
Being cut off from the house of
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the Lord did not stop the woman
in our Scripture text from ap-
proaching Christ because she
was motivated by faith. The Bible
tells us in Hebrews 11:1, "Now
faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen." This verse defines the
nature of faith.

Many people do not really
know what true faith is. Faith is
the substance of things hoped
for. Jesus gives hope and sub-



stance. You can stand on the
Word of God and count on it as
substantial for your burden.
Faith keeps the heart and the
mind in the midst of trials. God
did not promise an easy pathway
to Heaven, but He promised to
go with us. Christian friend, He
will walk with you through your
trials and temptations and trou-
bles. God will be with you just as
He said He would. He is faithful
to every child of God. He will
never leave nor forsake you, but
that does not mean that you will
always feel Him. Faith is the
evidence of things not seen.

True faith gives a powerful
substance to base your spiritual
desires upon. Your spiritual
desires cannot be seen with the
natural eye. They are only hoped
for. The saints of God see things
that are unseen with the natural
eye. The Christian hopes to be
raised up in the last day from
the grave and admitted into
Heaven. You cannot see it, but
you have faith that it is going to
happen because it is in the Word
of God. We expect to be made
whole in a spiritual body like
Christ. By faith, we believe that
when this life is over, we will be
forever freed from the tempta-
tions and the trials of this life and
will enjoy the bliss of Heaven
forever.

In this woman's case, she
showed true faith because when
her faith was activated, she
pressed herself toward Christ,
hoping to receive mercy from
Him. She was moved by such
faith that she believed if she
touched the hem of His garment,
she would be made whole. This
woman's disease was of such a
nature that her modesty would
not suffer her to speak openly to
Christ for a cure as others had
done. By a peculiar impulse of
the spirit of faith, she believed
Him to have such overflowing
power that if she got close
enough to touch His garment,
she would be made whole.

Hearing the Word of God
Activates Faith

Youneed to believe what you
are seeking. Whatever your prob-
lem or burden is, you need to
have faith in God. He has the
power to resolve the issue. You
may be wondering: "How can I
get more faith? What activates
faith? How do I get it to work in
a powerful way?" Romans 10:17
tells us, "So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word
of God."

We are so very blessed! I
have spent most of my Christian
life going around from place to
place trying to find people who
want Truth and want to be estab-
lished in this precious blessing
that we have. Many people want
a little more of God, but not
many people want much of Him.
Faithlooks beyond whatisinside
your walls and gets it out to the
world. People in the world are
lost and undone without God,
and they are without hope.

If you are going to have true
faith, you must hear the rightly
divided Word of God preached
by an anointed ministry. The
Scripture lesson lets us know this
woman had heard of Christ.
After hearing of Christ, she be-
lieved there was virtue in every-
thing that belonged to Him. If
you belong to Christ, you should
have this virtue, or this power,
present in your daily living. If
you are saved, you are someone
special to God, and you are go-
ing somewhere. You should be
inviting people to come along.
No matter where you are, you
canwitness to others and encour-
age them to come along with
you.

If you had enough faith to go
to an altar of prayer and be
saved by the grace of God, then
you have His power within you.
You have the Spirit of God in
you, and you can tell the world
without fear or favor of man that
Heaven is your eternal home.
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John 1:11-13 reads: "He came
unto his own, and his own re-
ceived him not. But as many as
received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe
on his name: Which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God."

I thank God for the natural
birth, but you must be born
again. This woman received her
petition because her faith
reached out to the power source,
which is Christ Jesus, and that
virtue flowed from Him, entered
her being, healed her of her
disease, and gave her hope. God
is so good to us. He will do any-
thing He can to meet the needs of
humanity. You need to seek Him
through faith instead of turning
to the world's resources and
energy.

Too many people try to work
their way into the church in one
form or another. Religious
works, good community service,
and things of this nature are fine,
but Jesus said, "Ye must be born
again" (John 3:7). You must have
faith anchored in Jesus Christ
and in Him alone. When more
people are seen taking faith in
Christ, as in this incident, others
will be encouraged to have faith
in the power of Christ.

All Things Are Possible
If You Believe

Another incident occurred in
this Scripture. A ruler was fol-
lowing in this crowd, and some-
one went to the ruler. We read in
Mark 5:35-36: "While he yet
spake, there came from the ruler
of the synagogue's house certain
which said, Thy daughter is
dead: why troublest thou the
Master any further? As soon as
Jesus heard the word that was
spoken, he saith unto the ruler of
the synagogue, Be not afraid,
only believe." That may sound
simple, but they said, "Thy
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daughter is dead." Jesus said, "Be
not afraid, only believe." Jesus
preached a short roadside ser-
mon to the ruler, giving him
hope concerning his daughter's
well-being. As Jesus gave this
shortexhortation, the ruler heard
words that activated his faith in
the Lord.

The woman's case was a hard
one for men, because all the ef-
forts of mankind had failed, but
not with Jesus. When presented
with the case of the ruler, the
people saw that it was an impos-
sible case. They thought there
was no need to even ask such a
petition, so in essence, the people
said: "Leave Him alone. Why
bother the Master now? Your
daughter is dead." It was a little
hard to believe, but faith will
believe things that are not seen.

Another reason the ruler
needed encouragement was due
to the religious leaders always
charging Jesus with false accusa-
tions. They said He had a devil
and that He was Beelzebub. They
acted as though He was beside
himself, or crazy. Does that not
sound like the devil? He is al-
ways accusing the saints. The
Bible says he is an accuser of the
brethren. He accused Jesus the
same way through those Jewish
religious leaders. Jesus was try-
ing to encourage the people
around Him by admonishing
them to believe in Him, to trust
Him, and to have faith in Him.
Jesus said in Mark 9:23, "If thou
canst believe, all things are possi-
ble to him that believeth." The
ruler put action to his faith by
believing that Jesus could raise
his daughter. You must have
faith that puts action into your
life as you work toward the goal.
Whatever goal you are trying to
reach, your faith has to be acti-
vated and works will follow that.

AtGod'scommand, Abraham
took his only son Isaac up into a
mountain to offer him as a sacri-
fice. He had the knife drawn
back, but God stopped him and
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said, in essence, "Now I know
that you love Me above all else,"
and He provided Abrahamaram
for a sacrifice.

James 1:22-25 states: "But be
ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your own
selves. For if any be a hearer of
the word, and not a doer, he is
like unto a man beholding his
natural face in a glass: For he
beholdeth himself, and goeth his
way, and straightway forgetteth
what manner of man he was. But
whoso looketh into the perfect
law of liberty, and continueth
therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work,
this man shall be blessed in his
deed." You cannot be a forgetful
hearer and have faith that is
powerful enough to reach
Heaven. We are not home yet.
We must have something that
will reach Heaven.

The Virtue of Christ

If you hear the Word of God
being preached under the anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit, then you
can stand onit. Your faith will be
tried, and your spirit will be
tried. Things may come at you
that you never thought were pos-
sible, but God wants to know
how badly you want faith.

You can stand on the Word of
God. One time I was waiting on a
check to come in the mail. This
was an income tax check, and it
did notarrive when I was expect-
ing it, so I started to get a little
panicky, because I needed the
money. As I went to work each
day, I stopped by the post office
and checked my mailbox. Finally,
the check arrived just in time.
Thank the Lord! He never fails.

The Word of God is a firm
persuasion and expectation that
God will perform all His prom-
ises in Christ. This is the reason
Paul charged Timothy to be dili-
gent and to preach the Word.
Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 4:1-4: "I
charge thee therefore before God,
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and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the
dead at his appearing and his
kingdom; Preach the word; be
instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine. For
the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; And they
shall turn away their ears from
the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables."

When the saints of God hear
the Word and apply it to their
lives, they receive the virtue of
Christ. That is what you must
have to keep faith fueled. You
must have that power. The Holy
Spirit within the heart has to fuel
your faith. When the devil ha-
rasses you, the Spirit of God will
come in and take a stand with
you. The Prophet Isaiah said in
Isaiah 59:19b, "When the enemy
shall come in like a flood, the
spirit of the LORD shall lift up a
standard againsthim." The Apos-
tle Paul wrote in Romans 8:31b,
"If God be for us, who can be
against us?"

Too many times when trouble
comes, people get their focus off
the things that they are trusting
God for. The devil wants to con-
fuse them and cause them to look
other places for something else,
and then they lose the promise.
Virtue means to possess aninher-
ent power that produces godly
attributes of purity, righteous-
ness, strength, morality, and
goodness. Virtue is an essential
quality. You need to exercise
faith in Christ, as did the woman
found in the Scripture text. When
the woman touched Jesus by
faith, He realized immediately
that virtue had gone from Him.

Having True Faith
The Bible tells us in 2 Peter

1:1-8: "Simon Peter, a servant and
an apostle of Jesus Christ, to



them that have obtained like pre-
cious faith [God does not make it
hard for me to have faith and
easy for you to have it. He deals
with His children fairly. He does
not ask you to do anything that
you cannot do, but He encour-
ages you to do right so that you
can have this precious faith.]
with us through the righteous-
ness of God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be
multiplied unto you through the
knowledge of God, and of Jesus
our Lord.

"According as his divine
power hath given unto us all
things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowl-
edge of him that hath called us to
glory and virtue: Whereby are
given unto us exceeding great
and precious promises: that by
these ye might be partakers of
the divine nature [we have a part
of God's divine nature within
us], having escaped the corrup-
tion that is in the world through
lust [which is whatkeeps us from
the lust of the world].

"And beside this, giving all
diligence, add to your faith vir-
tue; and to virtue knowledge;
And to knowledge temperance;
and to temperance patience; and
to patience godliness; And to
godliness brotherly kindness;
and to brotherly kindness char-
ity. For if these things be in you,
and abound, they make you that
ye shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ." You can
live this life without being a fail-
ure. You are adding to your
experience all the time. If you
have faith and power and begin
to add to that, God will add to
your spiritual blessings.

In this Epistle that Peter
wrote, we have an account of the
people to whom this was written.
Peter described them in 1 Peter
1:2 as the "Elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Fa-
ther." He was saying that they
had attained like precious faithin

our Lord Jesus Christ. The faith
mentioned by Peter and other
writers was not false faith, but
whatever God has, the devil will
try to counterfeit. The devil has
people who have false faith, such
as heretics. They have a religious
opinion contrary to sound doc-
trine, and that is the reason the
Bible says in Titus 3:10 that if
they are a heretic after the first or
second admonition to reject
them. You cannot change them,
and you must not allow them to
change you.

A hypocrite has a fictitious
faith. A hypocrite is someone
who does not live right himself,
and he does noteven wantto live
right, yet he claims to have faith.
Then there is the fruitless faith of
the former religious professer.

Other types of faith are there
to hide true faith. Saints of God
have true faith. We have power,
faith, virtue, and healing. There
is healing for the body and heal-
ing for the soul. Paul wrote to
Titus in Titus 1:1, "Paul, a servant
of God, and an apostle of Jesus
Christ, according to the faith of
God's elect, and the acknowledg-
ing of the truth which is after
godliness." Peter stated in 2 Peter
1:3, "According as his divine
power [Jesus our Lord} hath
given unto us all things that per-
tain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him
that hath called us to glory and
virtue." Christian friend, do not
let the devil come around and
put out your fire.

Faith Brings Healing and Hope

The knowledge of God and
faith in Him are used as channels
for all spiritual supports and
comforts being conveyed to you.
These channels are open in the
soul when you own and ac-
knowledge God as the Author of
your salvation. He has called you
to glory and virtue, according to
the holy writings. One point I
want to make very clear in this
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lesson is that faith must be in-
spired by the Holy Spirit. Some-
times you need your faith en-
couraged. You may need to step
forward and ask someone to
pray for you. When you make
claims, you need to be sure that
you are inspired by God.

The virtue of God puts
gladness in the heart and brings
glorious enthusiasm to all who
are called out of darkness into
His marvelous light. It is faith
that brings forth the virtue of
God to perform the healing of the
body and soul and leaves a
person with hope. You must pray
in the spirit of faith with an eye
on the promise, with a desire for
the glory of God, and with a res-
ignation to His will. When the
words of Jesus fell upon the
lady's ears in our Scripture les-
son, Jesus said, "Daughter, thy
faith hath made thee whole; go in
peace, and be whole of thy
plague" (verse 34). She believed
that she had the Word of God as
a steadfast anchor to the soul.
The woman perceived that Jesus
had a divine love for her, and she
wasno longer afraid or ashamed.

Along with this woman's
healing came hope. When she
realized that His power was rest-
ing upon her, she lost her
shyness and boldly began to tell
Jesus all the truth concerning her
situation before the whole multi-
tude. If your faith brings the
virtue of Christ into your soul,
you will let others know all about
the change that has taken place.
If you get saved, you will tell
others. I surely did.

I got saved in North Carolina
in a little country church. After I
got saved, I was a different man.
There was a drug dealer that I
used to visit quite often. I went to
him and said, "You're not going
to believe what I am going to tell
you."

He said, "Probably not."

I said: "Do you know what
happened to me? I went to that
little church down on the corner
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and got saved."

He said: "Man, get out of
here. You know I don't go to
places like that."

I said, "I am here to invite
you because I want you to have
what I found." In Acts 3:6 you
can read that Peter said, "Silver
and gold have I none; but such as
I have give I thee." Friend, if you
will just come and get it, it is
available to you.

Perfect Love Casts Out Fear

The Bible tells us in 1 John
4:14-19: "And we have seen and
do testify that the Father sent the
Son to be the Saviour of the
world. Whosoever shall confess
that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God.
And we have known and be-
lieved the love that God hath to
us. God is love; and he that
dwellethinlove dwellethin God,
and God in him. Herein is our
love made perfect, that we may
have boldness in the day of judg-
ment: because as he is, so are we
in this world. There is no fear in
love; but perfect love casteth out
fear: because fear hath torment.
He that feareth is not made
perfect in love. We love him,
because he first loved us."

The confession that John
talked about is what brings forth
the life that possesses godly con-
duct. Instead of trying to win
friends by submitting to the flat-
teries of the world, your life so
changes that the world loses its
glimmer.

When I look back at my old
life, it seems like a nightmare or
some kind of bad dream. There

were things that I never had any
idea that I would do. I did them
because my master (the devil)
was not a good master. Many
times I would work hard to try to
get a little money saved, but my
master would lead me out to the
bars to drink and take drugs. The
devil is a terrible master. He has
no mercy, no pity, and no love.
He is a liar and a deceiver, and
he does not have anyone's best
interest in mind. He wants to
destroy.

The love of God teaches us to
suffer for and with Christ Jesus.
When we trust Him, we shall
also be glorified with Him and
have hope of holy boldness even
in the Day of Judgment. We must
distinguish between having the
fear of God and being afraid of
Him. I would not come to God
because I was afraid of Him. The
devil had me convinced that God
was a cruel master by saying,
"All God wants to do is punish
you for this and that." Friend,
God does not want to punish you
for anything. He wants you to be
saved so that you do not have to
be punished.

My dad gave me an old Bible.
After I left home, I did not write
or call or speak to my parents for
six years. When I thought about
getting the Bible out and reading
it, the devil would say: "Oh, you
don't need to do that. All you are
going to find is hellfire and brim-
stone, son. That is where you are
going. You are going to hell just
as sure as your name is what it
is." Had I died in that condition,
I would have gone to hell, but
when I finally did open the Book,
I found that Jesus died for me,

and because of that, I did not
have to live for the devil and go
to hell anymore.

If you are laboring for the
Lord through faith, then you are
like a dutiful child who does
service to a beloved father and
labors with a willing heart that
wants to benefit others.

God's love is perfected in us
and casts out all earthly fears.
Saint, you do not have to fear.
The devil may roar, but you do
not have to fear him. As long as
your heart is right with God, He
will help you through the trials.
What is your case like? Do you
have an impossible case? Noth-
ing is too hard for God, and
nothing is impossible with God.
Hebrews 10:36 reads, "For ye
have need of patience, that, after
ye have done the will of God, ye
might receive the promise."
When you do God's will, do you
automatically hold out your
hand looking for a reward? It
does not always work that way.
You need to have patience after
you have done the will of God,
so that you might receive the
reward.

If your case is difficult or
seems impossible, you need to
seek the Lord for help. It could
be a health problem, a financial
burden, praying for a compan-
ion, a workplace issue, or a fam-
ily burden. You need to faithfully
bring it to God and follow the
pattern that He has laid out for
you of faith, virtue, healing, and
hope. May God bless you.

(Compact Disc TR-2523)

ONE REASON WE OUGHT TO BE MORE THANKFUL FOR
GOD'S BLESSINGS IS THAT WE DESERVE SO FEW OF THEM.
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Job 23:10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.

God's Refining Fire

The True Value of Salvation

Gold has long been con-
sidered a precious metal. What
makes gold so precious? First, it
is rare; and second, it is very
valuable. Countless people have
given their lives in the quest for
gold. It takes a lot of little grains
of gold to make an ounce.

Just like gold, the Truth of
God's Word being preached inits
entirety is becoming rare, and
that makes it more valuable. That
is what makes it so important to
pay attention when God's Word
is preached. We must listen care-
fully and not take it for granted.

Brother Steve Strelecky

Those who love the Truth are
becoming scarce in our world. As
in other ages, men have manu-
factured a form of religion. We
have heard the Book of Revela-
tion preached and have seen de-
nominations and sects of all
kinds come from backslidden
congregations. However, real
salvation comes through Jesus
Christ. In Acts 4:12 we read,
"Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other
name under heaven givenamong
men, whereby we must be
saved." This is referring to verse
10, which states that salvation
comes "by the name of Jesus
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Christ of Nazareth."

Many have devoted their
lives in an effort to strike it rich
only to find that all they had was
fool's gold. If you do not have
true salvation, you are on a quest
for fool's gold. It may look as
though it is real gold, but it is
worthless. There are no counter-
feits to real salvation and what
James called pure religion. Only
God can create within man a new
heart, and it is only by meeting
Bible conditions that you can
have true salvation. Through the
preaching of pure religion, God
can take the heart of stone and
give a man or a woman a heart of
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flesh.

Gold packs a tremendous
value into a very small space. It
is easily concealed and trans-
ported. Gold, wunlike many
valuable possessions, is very
portable. If you own a home, you
cannot take that home and put it
in your pocket as you can with
gold. Gold allows its owner to
carry with him the wealth of a
lifetime. Thank God, I found
something better than gold! One
song says, "I found something
better than gold, and it's worth
riches untold."

Fort Knox has nothing on a
child of God. It is supposed to be
the repository for a certain
amount of gold in the United
States. Nothing can compare to
the riches that Christ has given to
every saint of God. I thank God
for an experience that is worth
more than gold.

A piece of gold worth two
thousand dollars can be cut into
pieces, and each piece may be
worth two hundred dollars, as-
suming that each piece is cut into
equal sizes. When a diamond is
cut, the gemcutter can ruin dia-
mond unless he has very skillful
hands and knows what he is do-
ing. Think about a very expen-
sive painting, such as a precious
painting by Van Gogh or Monet.
A painting is only valuable if it is
the entire unmarred canvas. In
comparison, the value of gold
cannot be destroyed by dividing
it or melting it.

The Purification Process

Gold is consistent. Nothing
compares to a true child of God.
A true child of God is consistent
in his walk with God. There is no
such thing as a poor quality
Christian. Either a person has the
goods or he does not. I want to
be tried and true. If you have
been washed in the blood of Je-
sus Christ, you are a top quality
Christian.

Gold is indestructible and
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nonperishable. Gold will not
evaporate, mildew, rust, crum-
ble, break, or rot. Gold can stand
indefinite immersion in salt wa-
ter. It does not tarnish in air, and
it can resist almost any acid. This
is one thing that makes it so valu-
able. Articles of gold discovered
from ancient times are of the
same quality that they were
when they were first made thou-
sands of years ago.

In order for gold to be at its
purest and most valuable state, it
must be purified. The most tried-
and-true method of purifying
gold is putting it in the fire.
Older Christians are more sea-
soned than newborn Christians.
Just as gold, they have experi-
enced God's refining fire.

The definition of the word
refining is, "to reduce to a pure
state, to purify, to remove by
purifying, to become free of im-
purities, and to acquire polish or
elegance." When gold is mined, it
might be encased in quartz or
other forms of rock or minerals.
The gold must be separated from
other elements by a refining fire.
This has been a tried-and-true
method since ancient times. The
refiner will skim off the impuri-
ties, leaving only the purest of
gold.

Saint, in order for you to
become as pure as gold, you are
going to be tried by fire. First
Peter 4:12 says, "Beloved, think it
not strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing hap-
pened unto you." This is God's
means of making sure that you
come forth as pure gold.

Zechariah 13:9 reads, "And I
will bring the third part through
the fire, and will refine them as
silver is refined, and will try
them as gold is tried: they shall
call on my name, and I will hear
them: I will say, It is my people:
and they shall say, The LORD is
my God."

This prophecy points to a
time when two-thirds of the pop-
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ulation in the land of Israel was
cut off and destroyed by Prince
Titus and the Roman army. The
one-third remaining Israelites
were those who heeded the
warning of Jesus. God used them
to carry out His work to further
the Gospel. In the early church,
they were tried for their faith,
just as we are today. We may not
be tried exactly as people were in
the early New Testament or in
the Dark Ages, but our faith is
going to be tried.

When we make a profession
of faith in Jesus Christ, we for-
sake sin and come to an experi-
ence of salvation. We are set
apart for the work of God. Those
who are set apart must pass
through a purification process
because God wants us to shine.
People should see God's reflec-
tion in us. The whole purpose of
purification is that when people
look upon us, they should see the
reflection of God in us.

How does this purification
process take place? Again, Zech-
ariah 13:9 reads, "And I will
bring the third part through the
fire." One will not be fit for the
Master's use or fit for Heaven if
he does not go through this pro-
cess while here on earth. When I
say the word gold, what comes to
your mind may be that it is shiny
and beautiful to look upon. You
may see your reflection in it, and
it is something precious. How-
ever, gold does not start that
way. How does it become beauti-
ful? It must be refined.

God Sees Your True Worth

Again, most gold is mixed
with other elements, and there is
a difference in what elements are
mixed with it, which depends on
where it was mined. When rich
oil rock is mined, it is either
black or dark red. Someone who
does not know what heis looking
at may pitch it aside and say it is
worthless, failing to realize its
true worth. One who knows how



to mine gold will see the true
value in the rock and extract the
gold from it.

Before I was saved, my soul
was dark and ugly, but God saw
my true value. God sees the true
worth in you. He does not just
cast you aside. He will work with
you. First, He saves you, and
then He takes you through a pu-
rification process because He
wants you to shine as pure gold.

In both the Old and the New
Testaments, you can find numer-
ous references to the refining of
gold and silver. These references
can also be used as a parallel to
God's refining through painful
trials. You are going to go
through trials, but these trials are
to draw you closer to God. He
allows these things.

When Job wrote the words of
our Scripture text, he was going
through a horrible trial. I do not
think any of us have gone
through as severe a trial as Job
did. There are those who have
gone through horrible situations
in this life, but through trials God
is saying: "Draw closer to Me. I
am trying to purify you and re-
move the dross. I want you to
shine as pure gold."

As you go through trials,
remember that God is trying to
bring out the best in you. He
wants you to live up to your true
worth. God sees great worth in
you, and He knows that going
through the fire will bring out
your true value. These trials are
difficult, and we do not like
going through them, but God
intends them for good.

Let us look again at 1 Peter
4:12-13, which reads: "Beloved,
think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you,
as though some strange thing
happened unto you: But rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ's sufferings; that, when his
glory shall be revealed, ye may
be glad also with exceeding joy."

When you are going through
a trial, you may think, "This is

really hard to bear." It will bring
you down to your knees before
God. As you go through fiery
trials, it is to conform your char-
acter to God's character. Clearly,
no one becomes conformed to
His character all at once. This is
something that is forged over
time. As long as you are on this
earth, you will go through a re-
fining process. God is working to
make you the shining vessel that
He wants you to be.

How Workable Are You?

Since our lives are likened to
the refining process that gold
goes through, it might be good to
look again at how refining
works. In the first stage of refin-
ing gold, the refiner breaks up
the natural ore. Once the rough
ore is removed from the ground,
the refiner must take that rock
and break it to get the rare metals
inside it. The breaking of rock is
necessary to begin the refining
process to expose the highly
valuable metals to the heat. As
the Lord reveals His perfect plan,
we are like that rough rock in
need of refining. Jeremiah 23:29
tells us, "Is not my word like as a
fire? saith the LORD; and like a
hammer that breaketh the rock in
pieces?"

As you read through this
message, remember, the Lord
sees great value in you. He sees
great value in what He wants
you to do. He wants you to reach
your full worth. He sees great
hidden value under the rough
edges. In order for Him to extract
the pureness, or the finest attrib-
utes from you, He has to break
through the rough exterior.

Iwork with metal for a living,.
If T take a hammer and start
pounding some metals, they are
going to break, but gold is one of
the most malleable metals. In
other words, itis a metal that can
be shaped and formed without
breaking it. How can we apply
that to us? As God works with us

GospelTrumpeter.com * November 2021

and refines us, we become as
pure gold. How workable are
you in God's plan? When a pas-
tor preaches, some things may be
hard to take, but how is your
heart? Do you have a heart thatis
willing to conform to what God
wants out of you? Are you will-
ing to be formed into the vessel
that God wants you to be? Itis an
individual walk with God. He
will show you things and tell
you, "I want you to do this." I
really appreciate how God works
with each individual. He comes
to you and says, "l want you to
move up in this particular area of
your life." How workable, or
malleable, are you? Is God able
to work with you? Is He able to
form you?

Gold is also ductile, and it
can be bent without breaking. As
God works with you, are you
pliable so that you can be made
into the shape that God wants
you to be? If you heat some met-
als and quench them quickly and
drop them on the floor, they will
shatter like glass. God does not
want you to be like glass. His
intention is not to break or de-
stroy you as you go through a
trial. He wants you to be as the
purest of gold, and it will take
going through the fire.

In stage two of refining gold,
the refiner places the unrefined
gold into a crucible, which is a
fireproof melting pot. You cannot
put gold in just anything and put
it in the fire. A crucible has been
tested, tried, and proven so that
when the gold is heated to a cer-
tain temperature, the crucible can
take the heat throughout the pu-
rification process.

The refiner places the crucible
into the furnace in temperatures
necessary for removing metals
that would mar the quality of the
gold. Just as a furnace is used to
purify gold in the crucible, our
Refiner uses heat to purify our
hearts and to cleanse our charac-
ter. Proverbs 17:3 tells us, "The
fining pot is for silver, and the
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furnace for gold: but the LORD
trieth the hearts."

Removing the Dross

Attimes, God may put youin
the fire to reveal the true condi-
tion of your heart. You may say
that you are a child of God and
that you are going to live for God
no matter what happens, but it
may be a different story when
you are put in the fire. Do you
really mean whatyousay? Some-
times what the refining fire re-
veals is not a thing of beauty. It
brings the dross to the surface.
When things are going well, it is
easy to be sweet, but what hap-
pens when things are not going
so well? Can you still have the
same sweet attitude that you had
when things were going well?
God wants to purify you.

Your reaction is going to
reveal whether or not you have
dross in your life. You will go
through trials so that God can
expose and remove the dross. He
wants you to reach your full po-
tential, and He wants you to
come through as pure gold.

In stage three the refiner
places the crucible in the heated
furnace. As the ore melts in the
crucible under the watchful eye
of the refiner, a layer of impuri-
ties called dross eventually forms
on the surface. Proverbs 25:4
instructs, "Take away the dross
from the silver, and there shall
come forth a vessel for the finer."
The dross represents any mis-
placed dependency, wrong mo-
tives, wrong attitudes, wrong
actions, or anything that keeps
you from being what God wants
you to be. That is all God wants
to do when He exposes you to
the fire. In a fiery trial, He ex-
poses impurities so they can be
removed and you can be what
God wants you to be.

In stage four the refiner raises
the temperature. After the refiner
painstakingly skims off the impu-
rities, he turns up the heat and
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places the crucible back into the
blistering hot furnace. We are
told in historical literature that
impurities rise to the surface. Itis
not just once or twice that God
puts us in the furnace, we have
been through things repeatedly.

Inthe Old Testament, you can
read about the three Hebrew
boys who were put in the fiery
furnace. The king said to heat the
furnace up seven times hotter.
How did those gentlemen come
out of the furnace? When God
puts you in the furnace, how do
you come out? Can you come out
with victory as those three He-
brew boys did? You can by God's
grace. Remember, when you go
through trials, this refining pro-
cess is not to hurt you or to break
you. God wants to remove the
things that hinder you from be-
ing who you need to be for God.
The refiner knows that only cer-
tain impurities are released at
certain temperatures. That is the
reason the furnace has to be
turned up. God knows what
dross you have in your life.

AsIsaid earlier, God is inter-
ested in each of us. He knows
everything about you, and He
knows what it will take to get
you where you need to be with
Him. The question is, Are you
willing to go through it? It gets
really difficult when going
through the fire; it hurts. I do not
know if you have ever suffered a
burn before, but I have. In the
business that I am in, I often get
burnt. It hurts for quite a while.
Likewise, when you are put in
God's fire, it hurts, but God's
intention is that when you go
through a trial, He wants you to
come out as pure gold.

Can God See His
Reflection in You?

In stage five the refiner con-
tinues to remove the impurities.
With the utmost skill and pa-
tience, the refiner removes the
dross, leaving behind gleaming
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gold, more pure and more pre-
cious than before. To gauge his
progress, the refiner looks for his
own reflection on the surface of
the gold-filled crucible. The more
dross he removes, the less dis-
torted his reflection is. As God
looks upon you, is His reflection
distorted or can He clearly see
His reflection in you? God wants
to see His reflection undistorted
in your life. The more dross is
removed, the less distorted His
reflection. The Refiner oversees
over the refining process to pu-
rify you. Job 23:10 reads, "But he
knoweth the way that I take:
when he hath tried me, I shall
come forth as gold."

In stage six the reflection of
the refiner should be a clear im-
age of himself. Only when the
refiner looks into the crucible
and sees a clear reflection of him-
self is this process complete. Fi-
nally, the gold attains the highest
degree of purity, and that de-
scribes our Refiner's loving inten-
tions for allowing us to be in the
furnace of trial or affliction. As
you trust Him in your trial to
cleanse your character and purify
your heart, you will begin to see
God's divine purpose. The Bible
tells us in 1 Corinthians 3:9, "For
we are labourers together with
God." We each have a place, and
God is working to purify and fit
you into the place where He
wants you in the work of God.

As you go through trials and
tests, the dross will rise to the
surface. Do you rise up against it
or do you allow God to skim off
the dross? God wants you to re-
alize your full worth as He sees it
in you.

Isaiah 48:10 states, "Behold, I
have refined thee, but not with
silver; I have chosen thee in the
furnace of affliction." True refin-
ing does not come by listening to
the messages or by reading the
Bible, although they each play a
part. The real refining comes
from being exposed to difficult
situations and enduring trials



and afflictions. We make the
most progress and growth with
God when we go through trials
and afflictions.

I pray that you will recognize
that the hand of the Refiner is not
to break you, but He wants you
to become as pure gold. Can
God's reflection be seen on your
life or is there still some refining
to do? If there is some refining to
do, what is God asking you to
do? What dross is being exposed
in your life? This message is just

as much for me as it is for anyone
else. As God exposes the dross in
my life, or as that dross rises to
the surface, I have a choice in
whether or not I allow God to
skim off that dross. Are you will-
ing to allow Him to work with
you, to mold you, and to make
you into the vessel that He wants
you to be? As the dross comes to
the surface, will you allow God
to skim it off?

Are you going to say: "Lord,
I see where I need to move up,

and I want to be what You want
me to be. I want to be a vessel
wherein You can clearly see Your
reflection." If you do not know
the Lord, He wants to save your
soul and start the refining pro-
cess in your life. If you have a
need in your life, God wants you
to come to Him and become as
pure gold.

(Compact Disc TR-2527)
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Learn from everyone—what to do from some,
and what not to do from others.
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Why Give Thanks?

A young lady asked her
doctor why she had constant
longings for the glamorous and
faraway. The doctor replied, "My
dear young lady, these are the
usual symptoms of too much
comfort in the house and too
little gratitude in the heart."

How is the gratitude in your
own heart? Is Thanksgiving
merely another holiday or a relic
of colonial days? I should hope
not! Christian people ought to
bow their hearts and themselves
inreal gratitude and use this day
to count their blessings. Each
person can be thankful for the
heritage of knowledge and wis-
dom and for the heritage of spiri-
tual life preserved for us by those
who have lived before us.

Political freedom was not
always man's to enjoy. Our own
ancestors paid for it with their
own blood, sweat, and tears. In
1776 a struggling thirteen colo-
nies met, and through a written
document, asserted their separa-
tion from Mother England. The
days which followed were des-
perately dark. At times, even the
most ardent revolutionists won-
dered if the flickering flame of
independence might be snuffed
out. Freedom of speech, freedom
of worship, and freedom from
want and fear were given to us
by those who stood resolutely
and splendidly against whatever
enemy would wrest liberties
from their grasp.

George Washington, Benja-
min Franklin, John Adams, along
with others, found the price of
freedom to be high. Nathan Hale,
hanged as a spy, found the cost
to be his own life. Washington's
army was more often cold than
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warm, and more often hungry
than fed. Each man had stub-
bornly set his heart and soul
upon liberty, and nothing could
dissuade them.

In 1861, a lonely, lean, lank
man from Illinois sat in the White
House. The South had seceded
from the Union over the issue of
slave states. Carl Sandburg, in
his biography of Abraham Lin-
coln, revealed the awful for-
sakenness of the man. As you
read, you are not at all certain
that the greatest price Lincoln
paid was his life. Misunderstood
and harried by those who would
push him hastily into grievous
acts and by those who would
have him do nothing, he lived in
a no man's land of solitude. He
stood like a mighty rock on the
coast of Maine against those who
would push him. With set face
and a tender heart he faced his
momentous tasks.

Freedom in the United States
has been preserved by those who
gave of their time and their lives
so that the government of the
people, by the people, and for
the people should not perish
from the face of the earth. While
not one of us would glorify war,
we would remember those who
gave of themselves to preserve
our freedom. Knowledge is
another of our blessings. Today
our great-grandparents would be
utterly amazed at what is
happening in our world.

Before recorded history, man
discovered that it was easier to
drag his prey than to carry it and
that it was easier to roll a log
than to drag it. The written prin-
ciples of mathematics began in
700 B.C., and Euclid of Alexan-
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dria (the father of geometry), in
300 B.C., recorded a group of
axioms used even today. Galileo
Galilei and Francis Bacon, in the
sixteenth century, and Rene Des-
cartes, in the seventeenth cen-
tury, added to what was already
known.

Benjamin Franklin, Michael
Faraday, and Thomas Edison
contributed to the knowledge of
electricity. Guglielmo Marconi,
Alexander Graham Bell, the
Wright brothers [Wilbur and Or-
ville], Isaac Newton, George
Eastman, and hosts of others all
contributed to that knowledge
that makes possible the flight of
any space vehicle. We have suc-
ceeded because we have the
knowledge of others upon which
to build.

This knowledge was often
dearly bought. Some researchers
were held in suspicion from
church because their ideas were
thought to be anti-scriptural.
Others worked for little more
than the sheer thrill of accom-
plishment. Most scarcely man-
aged to keep body and soul
together, but they lived with a
great sense of responsibility.

Today we enter schools of
preparation and learn the lessons
of the past. In turn, we will wrest
more truth from the unwieldy
world about us. One of the great
blessings of life is the knowledge
and wisdom of the past, freely
given to us. We ought to be
humbly grateful.

The greatest of all blessings is
the heritage of faith in God. Un-
fortunately, many who are aware
of the other blessings live in ig-
norance of this great heritage.
Our faith names great men:
Abraham, father of the faithful;
Moses, giver of the law; David,
the shepherd king; Isaiah, fore-
teller of the Messiah; plus the
bold prophets who thundered
forth God's Word to a wayward
people.
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Mail: The Gospel Trumpeter 675 N. Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055 USA
E-mail: subscribe@gospeltrumpeter.com  Telephone: 740-345-1312

Please Print or Type

NAME:

ADDRESS:
City: STATE:

Zip CODE: COUNTRY:

Please check the appropriate box below For changes or
cancellations, return this entire page with the old address.
O Subscription O Incorrect spelling of name or address
O Change of address O Cancellation
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