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Winter 2020 Camp Meeting Report
The final camp meeting of
the year began Sunday morning
at 10 o'clock, December 27, 2020,
at God's Acres. Happily, the
saints gathered together to hear
the beautiful Gospel. What a
precious time of fellowship we
enjoyed with God's wonderful
people! Our spirits were lifted
as we renewed our love during
those few short days. We, as
Paul spoke of in Ephesians, were
blessed "with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ." Our hearts rejoiced, and
we were blessed as the Spirit of
God visited with us. The pandemic situation hindered some
from being able to attend. Nevertheless, the Lord prepared a
bountiful table for us to enjoy.
Pastor Roger Decker asked
Brother Jeremy Hupp to open
the service and welcome everyone to the God's Acres camp
meeting. He encouraged us all
to enter into the service and allow the Lord to have His way.
As always, this meeting was
over before we realized it. Prayer was made for God's help and
guidance throughout the meeting. It is so important for us to
gain as much understanding of
the Word as possible. We truly
need strength and courage to
continually
press
on
in
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the great fight of faith. Intercessory prayer was offered for
those yet lost in sin or backslidden.
Brother Allen Borders of
Warrensville, North Carolina,
began Sunday morning with a
stirring message entitled "To
What Are You Anchored?" He
challenged hearts with the
thought of staying anchored to
the basic fundamentals of the
Gospel. Sometimes people become lax in keeping these requirements active in their daily
living.
On Monday morning Brother Joshua Thilmony of Findlay,
Ohio, brought a sermon on "A
Loving and Powerful Savior."
Tuesday
morning
Brother
Abraham Burton of O'Fallon,
Missouri, stirred hearts with a
message on "An Uncontrolled
Tongue." Then on Wednesday
morning Brother Willis Neighbors delivered a sermon on "Set
Thine House in Order."
Every afternoon at three
o'clock, Brother Reggie Stegmeier of Canby, Oregon,
brought teaching lessons. His
teaching began with the topic of
"Carnality." He covered vital
issues such as "Envy," "Strife,"
"Division," and concluded with
[continued on page 7]

2 Samuel 12:1 And the LORD sent
Nathan unto David. And he came unto
him, and said unto him, There were two
men in one city; the one rich, and the
other poor.
2 The rich man had exceeding many
flocks and herds:
3 But the poor man had nothing,
save one little ewe lamb, which he had
bought and nourished up: and it grew up
together with him, and with his children;
it did eat of his own meat, and drank of
his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and
was unto him as a daughter.
4 And there came a traveller unto
the rich man, and he spared to take of his
own flock and of his own herd, to dress
for the wayfaring man that was come
unto him; but took the poor man's lamb,
and dressed it for the man that was come
to him.
5 And David's anger was greatly
kindled against the man; and he said to
Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man

that hath done this thing shall surely die:
6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.
7 And Nathan said to David, Thou
art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of
Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel,
and I delivered thee out of the hand of
Saul;
8 And I gave thee thy master's
house, and thy master's wives into thy
bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel
and of Judah; and if that had been too
little, I would moreover have given unto
thee such and such things.
9 Wherefore hast thou despised the
commandment of the LORD, to do evil in
his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the
Hittite with the sword, and hast taken
his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him
with the sword of the children of Ammon.
10 Now therefore the sword shall
never depart from thine house; because

thou hast despised me, and hast taken the
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.
11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I
will raise up evil against thee out of thine
own house, and I will take thy wives
before thine eyes, and give them unto thy
neighbour, and he shall lie with thy
wives in the sight of this sun.
12 For thou didst it secretly: but I
will do this thing before all Israel, and
before the sun.
13 And David said unto Nathan, I
have sinned against the LORD. And
Nathan said unto David, The LORD also
hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed
thou hast given great occasion to the
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the
child also that is born unto thee shall
surely die.
15 And Nathan departed unto his
house. And the LORD struck the child
that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it
was very sick.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Becoming Careless
The word mercy is mentioned
two hundred seventy-six times in
the Bible, and it is found in the
Book of Psalms at least one hundred times. When it comes to a
relationship with God, whether it
is an individual or a church, we

need mercy. It is what we need to
approach God. Mercy is in our
conversations, our prayers, our
songs, and our sermons. Without
mercy we could never come close
to God. When we come to God,
we are in need of mercy. Mercy
is a part of who God really is. It
is a part of His character. God
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has many characteristics, but
mercy stands out above the
others.
Many are familiar with the
account of David's sin with
Bathsheba. It is a sad story in the
life of King David, who had been
in a place of constant victory,
being reduced to a man who
3

committed vile sin. God highly
exalted and trusted David. God
protected David when King Saul
pursued him. David became a
king and a prophet and was
highly proclaimed in the Word of
God. He was merciful and a
great leader, but he got in trouble
by becoming careless in his walk
with God. He committed sin.
Most Bible teachers have used
this account to warn others about
their actions and behavior.
In 1 Corinthians 10:11-12 the
Apostle Paul wrote: "Now all
these things happened unto them
for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are
come. Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall." The Amplified version of the Bible says this: "Now
these things befell them by way
of a figure [as an example and
warning to us]; they were written
to admonish and fit us for right
action by good instruction, we in
whose days the ages have
reached their climax (their consummation and concluding period). Therefore let anyone who
thinks he stands [who feels sure
that he has a steadfast mind and
is standing firm], take heed lest
he fall [into sin]."
Temptation first enters your
thinking, but it comes out in your
actions. The end result of David's
sin was adultery and accessory to
murder, all under the veil of deception. These were dark days in
David's life, and they were written for our admonition. These
were also days when David was
enjoying many victories as the
reigning king over Israel. Historians say that he was about fifty
years of age and had reigned for
nearly twelve years. He was well
acquainted in how to guide the
army, how to pursue the enemy,
and how to get victory. Also, he
was well acquainted with being a
king and a ruler over a great
army. He always subdued the
enemy and returned from battle
4

with shouts of victory.
The sin that King David fell
into did not just happen, but
rather certain steps led to it.
There are always steps involved
that lead to sin. The Bible tells us
in Amos 6:1, "Woe to them that
are at ease in Zion, and trust in
the mountain of Samaria, which
are named chief of the nations, to
whom the house of Israel came!"
Another translation says, "Woe to
those who are at ease in Zion and
to those on the mountain of Samaria who are careless and feel
secure, the notable men of the
chief [because chosen by God] of
the nations, to whom the house
of Israel comes!" In other words,
he was saying, "Woe to those
who relax and take it easy in
Zion, or in the Church of God."
Steps Leading to David's Sin
Second Samuel 11:1 reads,
"And it came to pass, after the
year was expired, at the time
when kings go forth to battle,
that David sent Joab, and his
servants with him, and all Israel;
and they destroyed the children
of Ammon, and besieged
Rabbah. But David tarried still at
Jerusalem [at the palace]." Some
say it was in the spring of the
year when it was the best time
for war, not in the summertime
when it was blazing hot, and not
in the wintertime when it was
cold. They say this was in the
springtime when kings went
forth to battle. What was wrong?
Neglect was starting to work.
When King David should
have been with his army in the
field fighting the battle of the
Lord, he devolved the care upon
others, and he tarried at Jerusalem. Second Samuel 10:17 tells
us, "And when it was told David,
he gathered all Israel together,
and passed over Jordan, and
came to Helam. And the Syrians
set themselves in array against
David, and fought with him."
David was just in battle and
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won the victory, and then we
come to Chapter 11, where you
can read that he retreated and
took it easy. When Israel was at
war with the Syrians, David was
there in person. He did not send
Joab, but he himself led the military action. Had he been at the
head of his forces at the time
when they were fighting Ammon, he would have been out of
the way of the tempter. The Bible
tells us that he came off his bed
at eveningtime. It looks like he
spent the afternoon in idleness,
which he was probably not used
to doing. He used to pray. He
wrote about it. He prayed in the
morning, at noon, and in the evening. In the day of his trouble,
some commentators feel that he
admitted to doing so around
noontime. Idleness gave great
advantage to the tempter.
Possibly you have heard the
saying, "Standing waters gather
filth." When Bathsheba came to
David, he laid with her. She easily consented to him because he
was a great man who had fame
throughout the land for his goodness. David penned in Psalm
30:6, "And in my prosperity I
said, I shall never be moved [or
shaken]." This was a time when
David felt secure. After all, he
had led Israel for about twelve
years, and looking at the Scriptures up to then, they were doing
very well. David experienced
victory after victory, and David's
name was exalted as a merciful
king and a prophet.
A Spirit of Deception
In 2 Samuel, Chapter 11, you
can read about David, Bathsheba,
and Uriah. You can read about
David's sin and the cover-up.
Chapter 11 seems to be all about
the players and the victims of sin.
It is like the Lord was set aside,
as if He did not really know or
care about what was going on.
As you read down through
Chapter 11, you can read about

David, who should have gone to
battle, Bathsheba, and Uriah. The
last verse of the chapter lets you
know that what was going on
was displeasing to the Lord.
Psalm 34:15 reads, "The eyes
of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto
their cry." Second Samuel 11:27
states, "And when the mourning
[for Uriah] was past, David sent
and fetched her to his house, and
she became his wife, and bare
him a son. But the thing that
David had done displeased the
LORD."
Nearly a year passed and
David still had not repented of
his sin. Second Samuel 12:14 tells
us, "Howbeit, because by this
deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD
to blaspheme, the child also that
is born unto thee [the child was
not born yet] shall surely die."
God had not forgotten David's
sin.
Time was passing, and no
doubt, David had laid aside his
pen when it came to writing
Psalms. We read in 2 Peter 3:8,
"But, beloved, be not ignorant of
this one thing, that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as
one day." God had a prophet
around whose name was Nathan.
The name Nathan means, "gift, or
giving." God's love reached out
through a prophet. God's mercy
turned to the man who had not
said anything to him for nearly a
year. It is hard to believe that a
man exalted so highly and one so
dependent on God refused to do
anything. God reached out to
bring David to a place of repentance. Second Corinthians 9:15
reads, "Thanks be unto God for
his unspeakable gift."
A deception had set in on
David. You can tell this as you
read the story by Nathan about
someone taking a poor man's
lamb. David was angered and
required restoration fourfold. It
did not even dawn on David that

Nathan was talking about him,
because he was under a spirit of
deception. God helps those who
know they need to be right and
need to get right. May God help
you not to fall under that spirit,
thinking that you have plenty of
time and that God does not really
care about what you are doing.
Blinded by Sin
David was spiritually blind to
his own need until the prophet
got really pointed. David was
like so many that Jesus spoke
about when He said in Matthew
7:3, "And why beholdest thou the
mote that is in thy brother's eye,
but considerest not the beam that
is in thine own eye [or why behold the speck of sawdust in
your brother's eye when you
have a plank in yours]?" It took a
direct accusation by the prophet
for David to see himself. Nathan
actually had to say to David,
"Thou art the man" (2 Samuel
12:7). David was spiritually
blinded. He was under a deception. David had not come to God
in repentance. God had to send a
prophet to him.
You can become blinded to
your own need. You can spot a
need in someone else right away.
You do not even have to strain to
see it. Sometimes when a person
habitually flirts with evil, it dims
his sense that it is even evil. He
allows it because of allowing
desires to confuse the distinction
between right and wrong. The
flesh is stronger than people
want to admit. You can talk
about keeping the flesh under,
which is needful, but the flesh is
stronger than you think.
Although David was blind to
his own sin, he could clearly see
the sin of the man in Nathan's
story. That was not a problem,
and David cried out for vengeance and restoration. David
was blind to the meaning of the
parable. God was very merciful
to David. Ephesians 2:4 reads,
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"But God, who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he
loved us." If we all got what we
deserved, we would be in a lost
condition, and some of us would
already be in hell.
Look at how quickly God is
willing to give mercy. Second
Samuel 12:13 states, "And David
said unto Nathan, I have sinned
against the LORD. And Nathan
said unto David, The LORD also
hath put away thy sin; thou shalt
not die." God's mercy was immediate and complete. To put away
sin means complete forgiveness
of the sin. It was blotted out and
remembered no more against
David. He met the conditions for
having his sin put away. He said,
"I have sinned against the LORD."
When you go to an altar of
prayer and there is sin in your
life, you need to acknowledge it
as sin. Do not try to sugarcoat it
or say it was a mistake. If you
have sin in your life, you need to
call it what it is. David said, "I
have sinned." Again, he was a
king, a prophet, and a great ruler
over Israel.
You must meet certain conditions before you can receive
mercy. God is rich in mercy. He
has an abundance of it, as long as
you meet His conditions. Proverbs 28:13 warns, "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper [he
was not talking about making
money in the world, but rather
he was speaking of prospering
with God]: but whoso confesseth
and forsaketh them shall have
mercy." If you cover your sin,
you will not prosper with the
Lord. Although God is rich in
mercy, you will receive no
mercy. When David was confronted with his sin, he admitted
it, and he was forgiven.
David's Reaping
Look at how God had Nathan
lead David to repentance. After
the Prophet Nathan told King
David that he was the man in the
5

parable, Nathan reminded David
of God's great kindness to him.
Nathan said in 2 Samuel 12:7-8:
"Thou art the man. Thus saith the
LORD God of Israel, I anointed
thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;
And I gave thee thy master's
house, and thy master's wives
into thy bosom, and gave thee
the house of Israel and of Judah;
and if that had been too little [or
if that had not been enough], I
would moreover have given unto
thee such and such things [as he
needed or wanted]." The Apostle
Paul said in Romans 2:4, "Or
despisest thou the riches of his
goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering; not knowing that
the goodness of God leadeth thee
to repentance?"
God inspired Nathan to be
very clear in talking to David.
Second Samuel 12:9 reads,
"Wherefore hast thou despised
the commandment of the LORD,
to do evil in his sight? thou hast
killed Uriah the Hittite with the
sword, and hast taken his wife to
be thy wife, and hast slain him
with the sword of the children of
Ammon." God used the Prophet
Nathan to help remind King
David of his sin and to make it
really fresh in his mind. God also
had Nathan tell David what was
going to happen because of His
sin.
Second Samuel 12:10-12
states: "Now therefore the sword
shall never depart from thine
house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy
wife. Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against
thee out of thine own house, and
I will take thy wives before thine
eyes, and give them unto thy
neighbour, and he shall lie with
thy wives in the sight of this sun.
For thou didst it secretly: but I
will do this thing before all
Israel, and before the sun."
The Gospel reaches out to
you and me, but it is a two-edged
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sword. Jesus said in Mark 16:1516: "Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every
creature [that is our commission].
He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned."
David suffered from his sin
as God said he would. All of David's reaping came to pass: the
child eventually died, David's
daughter Tamar was raped by
her half-brother Amnon, Amnon
was killed by Absalom, Absalom
led a conspiracy and tried to take
over the kingdom, and Absalom
went in to his father's concubines, and eventually Absalom
was killed. That is the reason that
we urge young people to seek
God early, before they start to
sow bad seed and reap a harvest.
God had wonderful mercy on
David, just as He does for you
and me. Today many people are
trampling the mercy of God
under their feet day in and day
out.
Crossing God's Line of Mercy
Mercy is a great part of
forgiveness. However, there is a
line that one can cross where
mercy is no longer extended. Can
you trample the mercy of God
and take the Spirit of the Lord to
the place that He stops talking to
you? Yes. You do not want to go
beyond God's line of mercy. Can
you get to a place where, even
though God is rich in mercy,
there is no mercy available for
you? Can you cross a line? David was a great prophet, a great
king, a great author, and a poet
of the Psalms, yet he went on in
deception. It is only by the grace
of God that David did not cross
over God's line of mercy. He did
not go to God, but God came to
him.
Sometimes I feel that people
think God's mercy will always be
there. Too many people seem to
think: "I want to go out and have
a blast. I want to eat, drink, be
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merry, and have a good time. I
can get saved anytime." Friend,
you can cross God's line of
mercy. The Word of God lets you
know that you can go too far.
You can challenge God and push
Him too far. I want to be quick to
straighten things out. I do not
want something to go a year as
David did.
As great as David was, he
was under a deception. He had
taken Bathsheba as his wife, and
everything looked as though it
was going well, except for one
thing. He forgot that God sees all
things. You need to always keep
in mind that some things may
work out well in your life, but if
you have sin in your life that has
not been covered by the blood,
God is going to bring retribution.
It may not be in this life. If not, it
will be in eternity, but then it will
be too late for you to repent of it.
The Scriptures tell us that
God is rich in mercy. He has a
storehouse full of mercy for every individual in this world. Sadly, many people go on unconcerned and dominated by their
own ways. They seem to forget
that every one of us must face
God sooner or later. Genesis 6:3
warns, "My spirit shall not always strive [or work] with man,
for that he also is flesh: yet his
days shall be an hundred and
twenty years." God got to the
place where He was done working with the people of the antediluvian age. Noah preached for
more than one hundred years,
but no one other than his own
family got saved. They finally
entered the ark, and God shut the
door. When the drops of rain
began to fall, the people could
have beaten on the door of the
ark, but it was not going to open.
They had stepped over God's
line of mercy.
The Apostle Paul wrote in
Ephesians 2:4, "But God, who is
rich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith he loved us." God has
an abundance of mercy. It is part

of His character, but knowing
that may cause you to take advantage of it. Let us not abuse,
trample, or refuse God's great
mercy. Throughout the Word of
God, you can read about the
many times that God showed
great mercy. God only knows
how many times Israel messed
up and even fell into idolatry and
rebelled against the commandments of God, yet He showed
mercy when they called on Him.
However, the time came when
they took God's mercy too far.

According to the Word of
God, you can take God too far if
you take advantage of His mercy,
thinking that it will always be
there and you can do your own
thing and then come back and
get mercy any time you feel like
it. You need to be careful. God
wants to apply mercy to those
who are struggling and to those
who have committed sin. God
wants to apply mercy, but He
only gives mercy to those who
ask for it and to those who meet
the conditions of receiving it.

David said, "I have sinned"
immediately after his eyes were
opened, and God had mercy. If
there is sin in your life, or maybe
you are struggling with something, mercy is being offered to
you. However, in order for you
to receive it, you must meet
God's conditions. If you meet His
conditions, He will be rich in
mercy.
(Compact Disc TR-2519)

In every step, in every stride,
I'll let the Savior be my guide.
[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

the thought of "How Can I Be
Spiritual?"
The evening evangelist for
this year's Winter Camp Meeting
was Brother David Stegmeier of
Canby, Oregon. His preaching
centered on the thought of doctrine. Brother Stegmeier's first
message came as a question,
"What Is Sound Doctrine?" Next,
he spoke on "A Passion for the
Truth." Then his topic was on
"Contending." In this series of
messages, he stressed the need
for sound doctrine. It is sound
doctrine that builds a strong
church. Sound doctrine teaches
men and women about God's
divine plan for a solid relationship with the Lord. This look at
sound doctrine was certainly
very helpful and stirring to each
of us. Time or space will not allow us to elaborate on each inspiring message that the faithful
brethren brought to our hearing.
However, we can assure you that
the messages were delivered
with a real burden and concern

for souls.
The presence of the Holy
Spirit was expressed in an overwhelming way. He moved
throughout the congregation
warming, comforting, and cheering hearts. Many saints offered
praise and adoration to God for
His bountiful blessings bestowed
in this meeting. These spiritual
outpourings caused our cups to
overflow time and time again.
The brethren preaching and
the singing by the choir, the
congregation, and the various
specials were wonderful. However, the greatest of all blessings
was seeing lost souls move to an
altar of prayer in nearly every
service. In the final service of the
camp meeting, the Lord changed
the order of things. Young James
Presley sang a song entitled
"Don't Let Me Cross Over God's
Mercy Line." The altar began to
fill with souls. It was certainly a
beautiful sight to see people seek
the Lord for salvation and victory over sin. How good it was to
see souls bow before Christ with
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a broken and contrite heart and
rising to a new life in Him! Oh,
the joy that filled our hearts
when we witnessed the Lord
pick up the broken pieces and
mend them together again!
Certainly much more could
be said regarding the blessedness
of the meeting. As always, the
visitation of God's Spirit only
comes about by the saints seeking the Lord. Prayer is the most
important ingredient for any victorious meeting. No successful
revival or special meeting was
ever accomplished without first
seeking God's divine intervention. He only is the One who controls the services. He gauges how
desperately we desire to see
good things happen and moves
accordingly.
As always, we encourage you
to order the camp meeting CDs
or the DVDs. You may do so by
sending your order to God's
Acres Recording Ministry, 675 N.
Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055
or by calling the Print Shop at
740-345-1312.
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1 Ephesians 5:11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.
12 For it is a shame even to speak of

those things which are done of them in
secret.
13 But all things that are reproved
are made manifest by the light: for

whatsoever doth make manifest is light.
14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou
that sleepest, and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give thee light.

Brother Abraham Burton
A False Sense of Security
In our Scripture text, we find a
warning for those who are in a state
of repose in sin. If that is your condition, the devil is deceiving you. You
need to wake up. You are living on
God's mercy, and one day it is going
to run out. I want to stir you. You do
not have all the time that you might
think you have to get saved. The
Bible says in 2 Corinthians 6:2,
"Now is the accepted time; behold,
now is the day of salvation." When
you hear His voice, do not harden
your heart until the voice of God has
gone away.
Has God been dealing with your
heart, but you have been shrugging
it off, thinking that you have plenty
of time? God can make an example
8

of you to win someone else if you
fail to heed His warnings. Ephesians
5:14 says, "Awake thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead, and Christ
shall give thee light." When you are
asleep in sin, you are in darkness,
and you may be deceived. You may
think everything is going well and
think that you have lots of time to
get saved, but the devil is giving
you a false sense of security. Friend,
God has a message for you. God is
concerned about your soul, and He
is trying to get you to let Him have
His way in your life. It is not His
will that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.
Do you take the mercy and love
of God for granted, not knowing
that the goodness of God leads to
repentance? God has been good to
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you. He wants to arouse you out of
your spiritual sleep, because it is a
sleep of death. Are you in that
sleep? Are you unconcerned about
your spiritual condition? Do you
think you have time to change? You
cannot save yourself. God has to
save you. No man can come to the
Father unless Jesus draws him. Is He
drawing you? Is He dealing with
you? Now is the time to come to the
Lord.
Jonah 1:1-3 reads: "Now the
word of the LORD came unto Jonah
the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go
to Nineveh, that great city, and cry
against it; for their wickedness is
come up before me. But Jonah rose
up to flee unto Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD, [Many people
are running from God. Are you

running from God? You cannot run
from the presence of God, because
He will go right where you are.
Now is the accepted time.] and went
down to Joppa; [When you run
away from God, you will go down.
When you hear the Truth, you will
not remain the same. If you refuse
Him, your heart will become hardened.] and he found a ship going to
Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof,
and went down into it, to go with
them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD."
You will pay a price for your sin
and the things in which the devil
has entangled you. You will want to
get free, but you know you cannot
get free. Someone may think, "I have
to take care of this before I can get
saved." You cannot take care of anything. You need to bring it to Jesus.
Only He can take care of your sins
and your problems. Jesus said in
Matthew 11:28, "Come unto me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest." That is His
job.
Matthew 1:21 states, "And she
shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their
sins." Jesus has to deliver you. I was
bound in sin. I was lying, cheating,
and smoking dope and cigarettes. I
was seventeen years of age and
deep in sin. When Jesus set me free,
I thank God that I did not need any
of those vices anymore. I threw
them away. I believed that God
could keep me, and He has. All I
needed was Jesus. He can set you
free too.
What Will It Take for
God to Reach You?
The Bible says in Isaiah 55:7,
"Let the wicked forsake his way, and
the unrighteous man his thoughts:
and let him return unto the LORD,
and he will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon." You have to be willing to forsake the life of sin and
make a clean break.
Jonah 1:4 tells us, "But the LORD

sent out a great wind into the sea,
and there was a mighty tempest in
the sea, so that the ship was like to
be broken." The Lord sent a great
wind into the sea, and there was a
mighty tempest, a great storm so
that the ship was almost broken up.
What will it take for you to get
saved? Will it take a near fatal car
accident or the loss of your job?
When you see the devastation of
hurricanes and other storms, God is
trying to get people's attention. In
Luke 13:3 Jesus said, "I tell you,
Nay: but except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish." God may say, "I
have dug around this tree long
enough." God can cause a storm to
come upon your life.
Jonah 1:5a reads, "Then the mariners were afraid [the mariners were
afraid because they thought that
they were going to die], and cried
every man unto his god, and cast
forth the wares that were in the ship
into the sea, to lighten it of them."
They started getting rid of some
cargo aboard the ship because they
did not want to sink and die. There
is nothing like something bad happening to make you take inventory
and begin to look at things from the
right perspective.
It may take the loss of a loved
one to make you think about your
eternity bound soul. Why? You are
sleeping, and you are lulled into a
false sense of security. That is a trick
of the devil. Tomorrow is not promised you. James wrote in James
4:14b, "For what is your life? It is
even a vapour, that appeareth for a
little time, and then vanisheth
away." God does not have to talk to
you more than one time.
The mariners were so afraid that
they started getting rid of stuff, but
it was not enough. Some people
think if they stop going here or there
and stop doing this or that, or start
giving money to the church, God
will show mercy. Friend, none of
that is going to appease God. He is
angry with sin. The Bible says in
Psalm 7:11, "God is angry with the
wicked every day." God is not
pleased with you if you are still
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living a life of sin.
You may say: "Well, I'm not that
bad. I don't do that much." The
wages of sin is death, just one sin.
James 2:10 tells us, "For whosoever
shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of
all." The Prophet Isaiah wrote in
Isaiah 53:6, "All we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the LORD
hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all." You may say, "I'm going to turn
over a new leaf" or "I'm going to
give money to feed the homeless."
None of that is enough. If you do not
have Jesus Christ in your life, you
are going to be lost. God is not looking for good works. You have to
repent of your sins, quit the sin business, give your heart to God, and
dedicate your life to Him.
Running From God
Jonah 1:5b says, "But Jonah was
gone down into the sides of the ship;
and he lay, and was fast asleep." A
commotion was going on because
people were afraid for their lives,
but where was Jonah? He was
asleep. He did not realize the urgency and the need for him to awaken and look at his circumstances.
The devil had put him to sleep. Can
you imagine yourself sleeping in a
burning house? If you did not wake
up, you would burn up. God is trying to get your attention. He is trying to let you know that you cannot
continue as you are going. He wants
to arrest you and get your attention.
Verse 6 tells us, "So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto
him, What meanest thou, O sleeper?
arise, call upon thy God, if so be that
God will think upon us, that we
perish not." This is what I am telling
you. You need to shake yourself,
arise, and call on God so that He
might save you.
It is a burden to preach the funeral of someone that you know had
an opportunity to get his life right
with God but kept putting it off
until one day he put it off too long,
and then he was stretched out in a
9

coffin. The Bible says when Lazarus
died and the rich man died, Lazarus
was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom, a type of paradise, but
the rich man woke up in hell. The
Bible says in Luke 16:23, "And in
hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments."
Maybe you go to a church where
the pastor does not preach about
hell. People may not think it is fashionable, but in the Church of God,
we preach what the Word of God
says. If you die in your sins, you are
going to be lost forever, and you
will spend eternity in a devil's hell.
I am telling you the truth. There are
eternal consequences to the decisions and the choices that you are
making. If you die in your sins, you
are going to face an angry God at
the Judgment.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 states: "Let
us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man. For God shall bring
every work into judgment, with
every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil." At the
Judgment God will show you the
opportunities that you had to turn
your life around and the mercy that
He showed to you, yet you
shrugged it off. When the Holy
Ghost is talking to your heart, you
had better get serious about it because God is serious.
Look at those men who were put
in danger because of this sleeper,
Jonah, trying to run from God. Who
have you endangered as you run
from God. Are you plugging your
ears from the voice of God? I remember the night that I tried to
keep the Spirit of God from talking
to my heart, but I thank God that
one day I surrendered to Jesus and
He came in and changed my life. It
is hard to run from God.
Sin Brings Spiritual Death
Let us go to John, Chapter 11. I
want to talk about Lazarus, Mary
and Martha's brother, because sometimes when you look at something
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natural, it will help you to understand the spiritual meaning. God
raised Lazarus, and it illustrates
what God can do for a soul that is
deep in sin. In John 11:25 Jesus said,
"I am the resurrection, and the life:
he that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live."
In verses 9-10 Jesus stated: "Are
there not twelve hours in the day? If
any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of
this world. But if a man walk in the
night, he stumbleth, because there is
no light in him." Friend, you have to
stay in step with the Light. You cannot play with this Light and take
your time measuring to the message. You do not want to be like
those who resisted the head of the
corner, the Chief Cornerstone, because He became "a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to
them which stumble at the word,
being disobedient" (1 Peter 2:8).
The chorus to the song entitled
"Trust and Obey" reads, "Trust and
obey, for there's no other way to be
happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey."
Do you want to be happy in Jesus? I
want you to enjoy this wonderful
salvation, but you cannot lean to
your own understanding. Proverbs
14:12 reads, "There is a way which
seemeth right unto a man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death."
That is the reason I pray, "Lord, help
me to stay humble and to realize
that I don't know everything." I give
God's Word the benefit of the doubt
and give the man of God the benefit
of the doubt.
Psalm 119:130 states, "The entrance of thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto the simple." I am so glad that I have been
obedient and submitted to my pastor and the Word of God. I did not
wait until God showed me before I
did what the pastor said.
John 11:11-13 reads: "These
things said he: and after that he
saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus
sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake
him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do
well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his
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death: but they thought that he had
spoken of taking of rest in sleep."
Here Jesus was speaking of sleep as
death. He was referring to a person
passing in death, which is sleeping
in the Lord.
In our Scripture lesson, when
Paul said in verse 14, "Awake thou
that sleepest, and arise from the
dead, and Christ shall give thee
light," he was talking about a spiritual condition. He was talking about
someone who is dead in sin. Sin separates you from God and causes
spiritual death. Paul told the Ephesian saints in Ephesians 2:1, "And
you hath he quickened [or made
alive], who were dead in trespasses
and sins." I thank God that I heard
the call and woke up and headed for
the Cross.
Resurrected From the
Dead State of Sin
John 11:14-15 reads: "Then said
Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is
dead. And I am glad for your sakes
that I was not there, to the intent ye
may believe; nevertheless let us go
unto him." Dropping down to verses
21-25 we read: "Then said Martha
unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been
here, my brother had not died. But I
know, that even now, whatsoever
thou wilt ask of God, God will give
it thee. Jesus saith unto her, Thy
brother shall rise again. Martha
saith unto him, I know that he shall
rise again in the resurrection at the
last day. Jesus said unto her, I am
the resurrection, and the life: he that
believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live."
If you repent of your sins, confess your sins, broken and contrite,
forsake and turn from the life of sin,
God will forgive you and will resurrect you from that dead state of sin.
Proverbs 14:34 states, "Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a
reproach to any people." D. S. Warner wrote in a song entitled "Reigning
in This Life," "Oh, what grace and high
promotion, That in Jesus I should be;
Raised from sin to royal honor, Even
reigning, Lord, with thee."

Saints, God has raised us up
from the dead state of sin and
brought us into heavenly places in
Christ Jesus. It is like Heaven on
earth. I am excited about being
saved! I love being saved. This is the
focal point of my life. I love attending the services of God and being
with the saints of God, worshiping
God in Spirit and in Truth.
Without salvation and the fellowship of the saints, I do not know
what I would do. I would not know
how to work through life's problems
without calling on God and hearing
the testimonies of the people of God.
We need one another. I thank God
for being saved. I got saved at seventeen years of age, but it is still
rich! It is still fresh, and I am going
to make sure it stays that way. This
salvation does not get stale.
The Psalmist said in Psalm 34:8,
"O taste and see that the Lord is
good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him." The Prophet Isaiah
wrote in Isaiah 12:3, "Therefore with
joy shall ye draw water out of the
wells of salvation." It will be like a
river. It will bubble up and encourage you. Psalm 46:4 says, "There is a
river, the streams whereof shall
make glad the city of God." Is the
Holy Ghost making you glad?
John 11:26-28 reads: "And whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die. Believest thou this?
She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I
believe that thou art the Christ, the
Son of God, which should come into
the world. And when she had so
said, she went her way, and called
Mary her sister secretly, saying, The
Master is come, and calleth for thee."
Verse 34 reads, "And said, Where
have ye laid him? They said unto
him, Lord, come and see."
There Is a Remedy
Where are you? Whatever your
situation is, God can take care of it.
If you are on drugs, God can deliver
you. Whatever your problem is, God
can set you free. You may be in a
bad situation or a bad relationship,
but God can set you free. Your mar-

riage may be on the rocks, but God
can stabilize it. No matter what your
situation is, God has a remedy for it,
and that is the blood of Jesus.
I have seen people come out of
the life of sin. I have seen people
delivered from prostitution and a
life of pimping on the streets. I have
seen people get their lives changed
around, even hard con men. God
will save murderers, liars, and
thieves. One sister who got saved
was in a check ring, stealing government checks. I used to love to hear
her testimony. Thank God, she is in
Glory now, but when she got saved,
she had to face the consequences of
her actions. She wanted to be honest
and make restitution. When you get
saved, you have to make restitution.
The Church of God still teaches
making restitution. You need to
make sure that you do it right.
The judge asked the sister, "Did
you sign those checks?"
She said: "Yes, I did. I signed all
of them."
She was looking at spending
some hard time in jail, but because
of the mercy of God, she did not
have to spend one day in jail. The
church was praying for her, and the
pastor went to court with her, so the
judge showed mercy. I think the
pastor said, "She is a changed
woman, Your Honor."
"Why?"
"Because she has given her heart
to Jesus," and he saw her honest
confession. She did not hold anything back.
Sometimes you have to look
away from trying to save yourself.
You have to be honest. If you know
that you broke your marriage vows,
others do not need to know the details, but you need to come clean.
You may ask, "Do I have to tell my
spouse that I broke my marriage
vows?" Yes, you do. If you want to
have the favor of God, you have to
be honest and leave the results in
God's hands. God will take care of
you. You just need to do what is
right and clear your conscience. You
do not have to go into detail, but
you need to let your spouse know
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that you broke your vows.
What is your condition? I want
to tell you that God is able to solve
your problems and all your cares.
Some people are loaded down with
cares. Sometimes they cannot think
about God because they are thinking
about all their bills. He can help you
with that. You need to cast your
cares upon Him. He can save you
and teach you how to live right, how
to manage your affairs, and how to
be honest. He can straighten out
your situation.
Is Jesus Weeping for You?
John 11:34-36 reads: "And said,
Where have ye laid him? They said
unto him, Lord, come and see. Jesus
wept. Then said the Jews, Behold
how he loved him!" Friend, Jesus is
weeping for you if you are living in
sin. He wept for the Jewish people
that rejected Him. In Matthew 23:3738 He said: "How often would I
have gathered thy children together,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not!
Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate."
Do not reject God. The Lord said
in Genesis 6:3, "My spirit shall not
always strive with the man." This is
what He said in Noah's day. In the
antediluvian time, God gave those
people one hundred twenty years to
turn to Him. Noah preached to them
day in and day out, but they rejected
the message. Jesus said in Matthew
24:37, "But as the days of Noah
were, so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be." God wants your
whole heart. He wants everything
you have, and He will turn your life
around. You can be a new creature,
but you must not have any reservation. You need to dig deep when
you contemplate salvation.
You may say, "I would get
saved, but I don't want to backslide."
God will keep you if you want to be
kept. You cannot keep yourself. You
do not have to worry about backsliding if you put God first in your
life. He can keep you from falling
and present you faultless before His
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presence with exceeding joy, but
you have to dig deep. You have to
mean business with God and make
sure that you are founded upon the
Rock; then when the storms of life
come, you will not be moved. You
need to settle it and get saved. God
can do miraculous things. He has a
purpose for your life. You are living
beneath your privileges. Awake!
Arouse yourself! Do not choose to go
to hell.
John 11:37-39 says: "And some of
them said, Could not this man,
which opened the eyes of the blind,
have caused that even this man
should not have died? Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a
stone lay upon it. Jesus said, Take ye
away the stone. Martha, the sister of
him that was dead, saith unto him,
Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he
hath been dead four days."
The Spirit of God is groaning for
you. The saints want to see you delivered. How long are you going to
hold out for your own way? How
long are you going to put God off?
There is never going to be a convenient time.
Take Away the Stone
The Kingdom of God is
preached, and men press their way
into it. The devil may bring to your
mind, "What is your girlfriend going
to say?" or "What is your family
going to say?" You need to press
your way to an altar of prayer so
that God can save you before it is
too late. What is blocking you?
Jesus said in Mark 8:36-37: "For
what shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul? Or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?" You need
to take away the stone, and God will
take care of the cigarettes. He will
help you to take care of the lies that
you told on your job or the stealing.
God can deliver you. Your situation
is not unique. A trick of the devil is
to make you think your case is too
hard and too complex. No, it is not.
Paul was a murderer, and he
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was persecuting the wrong people.
He was messing with God's people,
but God showed mercy because he
did it in ignorance. If God can save
a man like Paul, who are you?
John 11:39-41 states: "Jesus said,
Take ye away the stone. Martha, the
sister of him that was dead, saith
unto him, Lord, by this time he
stinketh: for he hath been dead four
days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not
unto thee, that, if thou wouldest
believe, thou shouldest see the glory
of God? Then they took away the
stone from the place where the dead
was laid. And Jesus lifted up his
eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee
that thou hast heard me."
Martha said, "Lord, by this time
he stinketh." In sin our righteousness was like filthy rags. We stank
in the nostrils of God, but He looked
passed all of that, and in His pity He
redeemed us. We were like the leper
with the sores. Back in those days,
when a leper came around other
people, he had to cry out, "Unclean,
unclean." In sin we were unclean.
Isaiah 1:4 states, "Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a
seed of evildoers, children that are
corrupters: they have forsaken the
LORD, they have provoked the Holy
One of Israel unto anger, they are
gone away backward." You are
greater than the animal kingdom,
waddling in the miserable life of sin.
You may be afraid to tell of things
that you did in secret, but God can
deliver you and set you free.
John 11:41-44 reads: "Then they
took away the stone from the place
where the dead was laid. And Jesus
lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I
thank thee that thou hast heard me.
And I knew that thou hearest me
always: but because of the people
which stand by I said it, that they
may believe that thou hast sent me.
And when he thus had spoken, he
cried with a loud voice, Lazarus,
come forth. And he that was dead
came forth, bound hand and foot
with graveclothes: and his face was
bound about with a napkin. Jesus
saith unto them, Loose him, and let
him go."
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The Miracle of Salvation
Jesus said to loose him and let
him go. The devil does not have any
power over you. When God saves
you, He gives you power. He tells
the devil to take his hands off. He
can set you free. He can break the
bonds of prison for you. Just as God
did a miracle in raising Lazarus
from the dead, it is a miracle when
He saves a soul. It happens instantaneously. I cannot tell you how. It is
like the wind. We cannot tell how it
happens, and we cannot see it, but
when you meet Bible conditions, a
transaction takes place right then.
When you make a credit card
purchase, you insert the card into
the machine, and it does not take
long. You hold it there for a moment, remove your card, and the
merchant has your money. The
transaction has been made. Let me
tell you something. When God saves
you, the transaction is quick, and
you do not need a card. All you
have to do is repent and mean it in
your heart. Humble yourself, confess, and God will save you. He will
translate you from the kingdom of
darkness to the kingdom of light.
You will feel the load of guilt and
sin lifted from you, and everything
will look and feel new. Second Corinthians 5:17 says, "Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new."
I am a new man in Christ Jesus.
I cannot tell you how it happened,
but it happened. I could still be out
wallowing in sin or dead and in
hell, but He showed mercy to me.
God loves you, and He wants to
show mercy to you. You had better
wake up, sleeper. How long are you
going to let the devil trick you into
thinking that you can get saved
whenever you get ready? Who said
that out there you will have a more
convenient season?
In Noah's time why do you
think God shut the door of the ark?
God was letting people know, "You
had the opportunity, and now the
door is shut." I imagine that the peo-

ple were trying to get to the highest
mountain, but they drowned. They
were lost. They had to face the consequences of their decision, and they
could not blame anybody else, because Noah preached to them faithfully. The presence of God and the
Holy Spirit's convicting power are
still here today. Why not do something about it? God sees where you
are, and He sees what is blocking
you. He can set you free, but He will
not force you. You have a will; you
have to want salvation.
Second Corinthians 4:1-2 reads:
"Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we
faint not; But have renounced the
hidden things of dishonesty, not
walking in craftiness, nor handling
the word of God deceitfully; but by
manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God."
The Danger of Drifting
Into Eternity
James wrote in James 3:1, "My
brethren, be not many masters,
knowing that we shall receive the
greater condemnation." One day
you will have to give an account of
your deeds and the things that you
say. You will be held accountable.
You do not want to miss the mark.
You want to make sure that you
take advantage of the time God has
given you. This is serious. The song
entitled "A Charge to Keep I Have,"
written by Charles Wesley reads:

them that are lost: In whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should
shine unto them. For we preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord;
and ourselves your servants for
Jesus' sake. For God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ."
Revelation 3:20 reads, "Behold, I
stand at the door, and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will
sup with him, and he with me."
Jesus is standing outside your heart,
saying: "Let Me in. I love you. I can
make your life better. Let Me help
you."
Living in sin is compared to a
sleep, not a sweet repose, but a careless sleep while being in danger.
The danger for the unsaved is drifting into eternity, unaware that he
will be lost forever. The devil wants
you to sleep on into death. The devil
does not care anything about you.
People in sin do not care about you.
You may listen to them and choose
to stay in sin, but if you do, you will
lose your soul. You need to get yourself straightened out with God. You
had better talk to the Lord. Do not
talk to your friends, because they
are going to tell you not to get
saved.
Prepare for Eternity

A charge to keep I have,
A God to glorify,
A never dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky.
To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfill:
O may it all my pow'rs engage
To do my Master's will!
You will have to give an account
to God. You should not take this
lightly. God is concerned about you.
Second Corinthians 4:3-6 continues:
"But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to

Romans 13:11 says, "And that,
knowing the time, that now it is
high time to awake out of sleep: for
now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed." You do not
know when death will come upon
you. The rich man surveyed his
properties and made a decision to
tear down his barns and build greater barns. Then he said, "Soul, . . .
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be
merry" (Luke 12:19). Things may be
going really well for you. Some people think that prosperity means that
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God is with them. That is a deception of the devil. This man was very
prosperous, but what did God say?
"Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee" (Luke 12:20).
You cannot take any of those things
that are important to you with you
when you die.
Are you going to play the part
of a fool and waste your life? You
do not want to waste all that time
and be lost forever. Are you going
to go into eternity unprepared to
meet God? The night is far spent.
Knowing the time, it is high time
to wake out of sleep, for your salvation is nearer than you believe.
Romans 13:12 states, "The night is
far spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of
light."
Sometimes people get lost in the
house. Iniquity gets into their hearts
and they backslide. Maybe they are
holding something against others.
They may be resentful or have malice or bitterness in their hearts. They
are asleep. They had better wake up
and mean business with God. First
Corinthians 11:30 says, "For this
cause many are weak and sickly
among you, and many sleep." They
do not judge themselves; they are
not honest.
The preacher cannot do everything. When the Gospel message
comes, you need to measure up. You
have to be honest and make sure
that you are living this life. Do you
know that if you do not receive the
love of the Truth, God will send a
strong delusion and you will believe
a lie? You cannot play with Light.
Romans 13:13 reads, "Let us walk
honestly, as in the day; not in rioting
and drunkenness, not in chambering
and wantonness, not in strife and
envying." You need to put on the
Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh.
(Compact Disc TR-2160)

13

Give No Place
to the Devil

There is an old saying that
says, "Don't let him get a foot in
the door." This comes from a
technique of some salesmen who
literally jammed a foot in someone's door to keep the homeowner from shutting it so they
could persuade the person to
permit them to come in. It is a
tactic that involves getting a person to agree to a larger request
by first getting him to agree to a
smaller one. A study was done in
California regarding this.
Psychologists telephoned
housewives and asked, "Would
you answer a few questions
about household products that
you use?" Many women consented to answering the questions. Three days later, they
called those same women and
said, "We are doing further study
and would like to send some
men to your home to go through
your cupboards and storage
spaces for a two-hour study into
these household products." They
found that the women who
agreed to the first three questions
were more apt to allow them to
look through their homes. They
got them to comply with a larger
request by getting them to agree
to a smaller one first.
Grocery stores practice a
technique called a "loss leader." It
is a marketing strategy that involves selecting one or more
products to be sold at a very low
price or at a loss to attract more
customers to the store. They
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know that if you walk in the
door, the chances are good that
you will buy something else. Do
you know why grocery stores put
milk in the back of the store and
not in the front? They want you
to walk by snacks and other food
items on your way to the milk.
The devil knew all about
these tactics before salesmen and
retailers learned them. In Ephesians 4:27 we read, "Neither give
place to the devil." The Amplified Bible says, "Leave no [such]
room or foothold for the devil
[give no opportunity to him]."
Let us suppose that you have
recently gotten saved and you
read that Scripture about not
giving place to the devil, and you
realize that some things in your
heart need to go. Allowing those
things to remain would be like
inviting the devil back in or like
having an open window or back
door.
Ephesians 4:22 instructs you
to "put off concerning the former
conversation [or conduct] the old
man, which is corrupt according
to the deceitful lusts." Old conduct is your old way of doing
things. Old habits have to go.
You might have a struggle
putting off the way you lived
before.
Verse 24 says to "put on the
new man." You must not give the
devil a place to work. You see,
when you put something out,
you have a vacancy, so the new
man needs to be put on. Another
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Bible translation says, "Yes, you
must be a new and different person, holy and good. Clothe yourself with this new nature." This is
a new way of acting. Having a
new nature will cause you to
read your Bible, study, pray, go
to church, and meditate on the
Word. If you get those basics in
place, it will help you in all the
areas where you might have
problems.
Once you are saved, you
must invite new conduct to come
in where the old conduct used
to be in your heart. Ephesians
4:23 says, "And be renewed
in the spirit of your mind." You
need to continually refresh your
tho ug h t s . B r i n gi ng go o d
thoughts into your mind takes effort. Bad thoughts take no effort
whatsoever. Bitterness and
wrong attitudes come easily, but
thinking on good thoughts requires effort.
Sometimes when you attempt
to go to a web page, you may get
a 404 error code with a message
that may direct you to press F5,
which is refresh. As a Christian,
you have to refresh your mind
with good thoughts.
Ephesians 4:31 instructs you
to let all bitterness be put away
from you. Bitter feelings must go,
and you have to invite good
thoughts into your heart.
Philippians 4:8 tells us what
those good thoughts consist of:
"Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever

things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things."
Sometimes something may be
true, but you also have to ask if it
is honest, just, pure, lovely, and
of a good report. You should not
talk about certain things just because they are true. Those are the
things that you must think upon.
If you think about certain things,
you will be talking about them.
Ephesians 4:25 states,
"Wherefore putting away lying,
speak every man truth with his
neighbour: for we are members
one of another." You must make
no room, or give no foothold, for
the devil. You must always tell
the truth. There are no white lies,
big lies, or little lies; a lie is a lie.
It is either the truth or it is a lie.
Ephesians 4:26 reads, "Be ye
angry, and sin not: let not the sun
go down upon your wrath." You
should not nurse anger, which
means that you keep remembering what was done to you. You
may ask, "How do I forgive
someone?" You must not keep
remembering it, or dwelling
upon it.
Years ago, some things were
said that were very hurtful to me,
and one day God said, "Quit remembering." I used to rehearse
that painful memory over and
over in my mind, and finally God
said: "You are going to become a
very bitter person. You need to
quit remembering." You should
not nurse your hurt feelings.
Instead, you need to work out
your problems with others. If
you cannot work them out, then
you must take them to God and
say, "God, I'm going to give this
to You. I can't do anything about
it, but You are in control."
If you let anger simmer, it
will not be long until it will boil
over and burn you and those
around you. Remember, the

Scripture says, "Let not the sun
go down upon your wrath."
Ephesians 4:28 says, "Let him
that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with
his hands the thing which is
good, that he may have to give to
him that needeth." Someone may
reason: "That is a little thing.
They will not miss it. I deserve
it." You may try to rationalize
things in your mind, but was it
yours? You have to put stealing
out of your heart and invite
honesty to come into your heart.
Ephesians 4:29 reads, "Let no
corrupt communication proceed
out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace
unto the hearers." If you want to
give no place to the devil, your
talk must change. The Amplified
Bible states, "Let no foul or polluting language, nor evil word
nor unwholesome or worthless
talk [ever] come out of your
mouth, but only such [speech] as
is good and beneficial to the
spiritual progress of others, as is
fitting to the need and the occasion, that it may be a blessing
and give grace (God's favor) to
those who hear it."
You must rid yourself of
corrupt talk and invite encouraging words to come into your
heart. You need to have encouraging, positive talk to keep the
devil out. I heard someone use a
comparison in a message. He
said there are two posts on a car
battery: a negative post and a
positive post, and the positive is
bigger. We all are going to have
negatives and positives in our
lives, but we need to make sure
the positives are bigger.
Sometimes you might have to
change your choice of words,
such as slang words. Tale bearing must go. Because something
is true does not mean that you
should share it with others. It is
easy to get caught up in saying,
"Did you hear about the latest?"
Some people enjoy hearing little
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tidbits about other people, but it
is not so great when it is about
themselves. For example, someone may say: "We need to pray
for So-and-So. Did you hear what
he did?"
"No, what did he do? Tell me
what he did!"
Negative and corrupt talk
need to go. You have to make
sure that you do not leave room
for the devil. You need to make
sure that you do not fail to read
the Bible and pray. If you say
something that is not quite the
whole truth, that is giving place
to the devil and giving him a
foothold. Suppose you made a
mistake at work. No one noticed,
but if it was found, you might get
fired. You need this job. The boss
asks, "Do you know who did
this?" Would you shrug your
shoulders? Would you think, "I
didn't speak a lie, because it
could have been anyone." You
just made room for the devil.
Little things can lead to sin if
you are not careful. You need to
watch that your old conduct does
not creep back into your life.
Maybe you used to attend parties
before you got saved and had a
lot of fun. People were drinking
alcohol and smoking there. You
may be invited to attend those
parties and consider going just to
hang out with old friends, but
that would be making room for
the devil.
Young person, when you go
on a date, you should not sit in a
parked car in the dark. That is
very dangerous. You may say,
"We are just going to sit and talk,
so nothing will happen." That is
making room for the devil. When
you make room for the devil, it is
so much harder to get him out. If
you allow one thing from your
old life back into your heart, it is
going to invite other things with
it. There is only so much room in
your heart, so when that happens, the good is going to get
pushed out.
I would like to mention
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another way that we can make
room for the devil. Ephesians
4:17 warns against walking in the
vanity of your mind. Other versions call that "pointless thinking" or "worthless thoughts."
There are probably different
ways to look at that, but one way
the devil can get a foothold
through pointless thinking is
when your thoughts work
against you.
If you have a very tender
conscience, sometimes that can
work against you. The devil can
take advantage of that. Scripture
is such a mighty sword to use
against the devil. When struggles
come, whatever that foothold is
in your life, ask the Lord to give
you a Scripture that you can use
to strengthen you. Sometimes I
have found Scripture in a song.
One time I was in a very hard
place, and I sang every song I
could think of.
One Scripture that has helped
me so much is 2 Timothy 1:7,
which reads, "For God hath not
given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of a
sound mind." If fear is not of
God, then it is of the devil. I have
a quote on my computer that
says, "Fear arises when we imagine that everything depends on
us." I can trust Jesus. Fear can be
a stronghold, so you have to
change your pattern of thinking,
just as you had to change your
pattern of behavior and your
pattern of talk. You have to get

new patterns. You have to find
the places where the devil is
working to get a foothold and
replace them with good things.
An overly tender conscience
is often an untrained conscience.
First Corinthians, Chapter 8,
warns about having a weak
conscience. Paul said in Acts
24:16, "And herein do I exercise
myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward
God, and toward men." When
you talk to God and study His
Word, when you listen to
preached messages, and when
you get godly counsel, you are
strengthening or exercising your
conscience. Why? So you can
discern good and evil. The devil
is so good at imitating God's
voice.
One time the devil was
beating me up about something,
and I thought it was the Lord
getting after me for doing something wrong or for making a
mistake. All of a sudden, the
sweetest voice came into my
head and said, "Do I talk to you
like that?" I could feel my Heavenly Father saying, "I don't
correct that way." I have had to
shut the door on such thoughts.
Do not let the devil get a foothold in your mind.
I read a story about a certain
man who wanted to sell his
house. Another man wanted to
buy it, but because he was very
poor, he could not afford the full
price. After much bargaining, the

owner said, "I will sell it to you
for half the original price with
the stipulation that I will retain
ownership of one nail in that
house."
After several years, the
original owner wanted his house
back, but the new owner said,
"No way." So the first owner
went out and found the carcass
of a dead skunk and hung it on
the one nail that he owned. Soon
that house was unlivable because
it smelled so badly and the
current owner was more than
happy to sell it back to the
original owner.
If you let the devil have even
one small nail in your spiritual
house, he will return to hang his
rotting garbage on it and drive
out all the good things in your
heart. He is never content with
just a little. He will work until he
is the ruler of your life.
Let us do heart maintenance.
Do you have any windows that
are unlocked? Do you have a
back door that is open a little? It
has been said that a mouse can
get inside a house through a hole
the size of the width of a pencil.
The devil does not even need
that much room. Are you doing
something or not doing something that is making an opening
for the devil to get in? Again,
Ephesians 4:27 states, "Neither
give place to the devil."
Sister Sheri Strelecky

CHRISTIAN
It is not the ship in the water but the water in the ship that sinks it. So it is not
the Christian in the world but the world in the Christian that constitutes the
danger.
Anything that dims my vision of Christ, or takes away my taste for Bible study,
or cramps my prayer life, or makes Christian work difficult, is wrong for me, and
I must, as a Christian, turn away from it.
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John 3:1 There was a man of the
Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler
of the Jews:
2 The same came to Jesus by
night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we
know that thou art a teacher come
from God: for no man can do these
miracles that thou doest, except God
be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto

him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him,
How can a man be born when he is
old? can he enter the second time
into his mother's womb, and be
born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, Except a man be

born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.
6 That which is born of the flesh
is flesh; and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto
thee, Ye must be born again.

Brother Larry Dishman
The New Birth
It is said that George Whitfield preached on being born
again more than three thousand
times in his ministry. In this familiar portion of Scripture, we
see a religious man coming to
Jesus. Many religious people in
our world are lost. Nicodemus
was a religious man, but he was
not right with God. You need to
be sure about your salvation. Do
you know for sure that you are
going to Heaven when you die?
The Bible says, "Ye must be
born again." I believe that we can
disagree on doctrine with individuals. We may not be at the

same place at the same time. You
might have greater understanding than me, but we both can go
to Heaven and not understand
everything the same. One thing
for sure is, you cannot go to
God's Heaven without being
born again. It is a must that every
individual is born again to enter
Heaven.
Nicodemus thought Jesus
was a good teacher and that He
had come to tell people how to
be good, but you must have
something far deeper than that.
You need to be born again. If you
are not saved, there is something
very wrong with your life that
only Jesus Christ can correct.
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There is something in you that
should not be there. Only Jesus
can take out what you do not
need and put in what you need
in order for you to go to Heaven.
How this takes place is a mystery. Jesus was telling Nicodemus that he did not have to
wait until he could understand
the new birth to be born again.
Jesus did not say you must understand before you can enter the
kingdom, He simply said, "Ye
must be born again."
Someone may say: "I do not
understand about the church. I
do not understand why you do
this and that, but when I do understand all the doctrines of how
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I am supposed to live and what I
am not supposed to do, then I
will get saved." You do not have
to understand all of that. The
Bible says in Romans 8:7, "Because the carnal mind is enmity
against God: for it is not subject
to the law of God, neither indeed
can be." Again, you do not have
to understand everything to be
saved. When you are born again,
you get new values, new purposes, and new joy. The best
thing about it is that you get new
power.
John 1:11-12 reads: "He came
unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as
received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe
on his name." Turning over a
new leaf and trying to do better
does not give you that power; a
born-again experience gives you
that power. This all comes about
after repentance and believing on
the Lord Jesus Christ. Romans
3:23 tells us, "For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of
God." We violated God's laws
and God's standards; therefore,
we must be born again.
The point is that many
people, even many who sit in the
church pews, believe in Jesus, but
they are not willing to let Him be
Lord of their lives. In other
words, their first priority and
highest commitment and commander is not the Lord Jesus
Christ. Those who are truly born
again claim Jesus, not only as
their Savior but also as their
Lord. Jesus dealt with people like
this in His day, and there are
many people like that in this day.
Luke 6:46 says, "And why call ye
me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?"
You Shall Know Them
by Their Fruits
Jesus emphasized the necessity of being born again, pointing
out that it is not an option. Being
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born again is an obligation. You
have to be born again to go to
God's Heaven. He did not say, "It
would be nice if you would be
born again" or "It would be good
if you want to be born again."
No, Jesus said, "Ye must be born
again." When Christ told Nicodemus that he needed to be born
again, he could not grasp the
meaning of that, just as some
people today cannot grasp what
it means. In verse 4 of our Scripture text, Nicodemus questioned,
"How can a man be born when
he is old? can he enter the second
time into his mother's womb, and
be born?"
When Nicodemus came to
Jesus, he made mention of Jesus'
miracles. He was honest and
said, "No man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God
be with him." In John 3:5 Jesus
answered, "Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God."
In verses 6-8 Jesus said: "That
which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I
said unto thee, Ye must be born
again. The wind bloweth where
it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth: so is every one that is born
of the Spirit."
Jesus gave Nicodemus an
illustration that was very simple,
and it was an illustration that
Nicodemus could understand.
He knew that no man can see the
wind, yet it would be impossible
to convince him or anyone else
that the wind was not blowing.
One can both feel it and see the
effects of it. If a man were caught
in a tornado and houses were
being blown apart and trees were
being blown out by the roots, he
would not ask what caused this.
The same thing is true with
the Kingdom of God. You can tell
the Kingdom of God by the peoGospelTrumpeter.com • March 2021

ple who belong in it. The Bible
says in Matthew 7:20, "Wherefore
by their fruits ye shall know
them." Some people say, "God
looks on the heart, but man looks
on the outside." God does look
on the heart, but people cannot
see your heart, so they watch you
to try to figure out what is in
your heart by the way you live. If
you live wrong, they are going to
figure that your heart is wrong.
That is the reason Jesus said,
"Wherefore by their fruits ye
shall know them" (Matthew 7:20).
What did Jesus mean by
"their fruits"? The fruit of the
Spirit is love. What does that
have to do with it? Jesus said in
John 14:15, "If ye love me, keep
my commandments." That is how
you can know them by their
fruits. If you have the love of
God in your heart, you will do
the things that Jesus said to do.
Another fruit of the Spirit is
faith. If a person has genuine
faith, it will show up in the way
that he lives. According to James,
Chapter 2, genuine faith will produce good works in your life.
You will not live like the devil if
you have genuine faith.
First Peter 1:23 says, "Being
born again, not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, by the
word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever." Whoever is in
the Kingdom of God is a child of
God.
Being a Partaker of
God's Divine Nature
Paul told the church at Rome
in Romans 5:1, "Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ." We see then that we are
not at peace until we have been
born again. Why do we have to
be born again? The reason every
individual must be born again is
that everybody is outside of
Christ.
In Ephesians 2:1 the Apostle
Paul said, "And you hath he

quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins." You have to
be made alive, and the only way
to be made alive is through a
born-again experience. In John
11:25 Jesus said, "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that
believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live."
Christians will have good
works, but we cannot do enough
good works to save us. You
might look at someone in a congregation who lives a good life,
someone in whom you have a lot
of confidence, and say, "I am
going to start doing all the things
that he is doing and pattern my
life after him." You may do that,
but it still will not save you.
You might have a lot of
confidence in a brother and say,
"I want to go to the same places
he is going and start acting the
same way he does." You can do
that and still not be saved. It has
to start with the new birth. You
must be born again. Anyone who
has raised hogs knows that you
can take a hog and give it a bath
and put some perfume on it, but
the first chance it gets, it is going
to go right back to the mudhole,
because that is its nature.
What is wrong with some
people today? They keep going
back to living the same way because they have not had their
nature changed. When you are
born of God's Spirit, your nature
is changed, and you do not want
to do the things that you used to
do.
Someone may say, "Well, I
am going to go to church." That is
good, but going to church will
not save you. Some may say, "I
pray every day," but praying will
not save you. You may say, "I
read my Bible every day, and
pay tithes to the church." You can
do all of that and still be lost.
Jesus said, "Ye must be born
again."
I read many years ago about
some barbers in a barber shop
that knew a man who was home-

less. He was an alcoholic, and
they watched him through the
years walk up and down in front
of the barber shop. One day they
got together and said: "We ought
to give that man a chance in life.
Let us bring him in the shop, cut
his hair, and give him a clean
shave," so they did. Also, they
rented an apartment for him,
paid three months rent on the
apartment, bought him a new
suit of clothes, and gave him
three hundred fifty dollars to
make a brand-new start in life.
They tried to reform him, but
guess what? Three days later, he
was back in the gutter, new suit
and all. Their mission failed. You
see, they got the man out of the
gutter, but they did not get the
gutter out of the man.
That is the difference in what
God does and what man does.
God does more than just get people out of the gutter. He gets the
gutter out of them when they are
truly born of His Holy Spirit. We
become partakers of God's divine
nature. Do you know what that
means? It means God breathes
new life into the soul, and that is
what you need.
Someone may say, "I just
need a good church and a good
pastor." Having a good church
and a good pastor is not enough.
Yes, you need a good church and
a good pastor, but you need
something more than that. You
need to be born again. Ephesians
2:8-9 states: "For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast."
A New Creature in Christ Jesus
God must draw you. The
Word of God in John 6:44 tells
us, "No man can come to me,
except the Father which hath sent
me draw him: and I will raise
him up at the last day." You cannot go to anyone else for the help
that you stand in need of except
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Jesus Christ. Acts 4:12 makes this
clear. It reads, "Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we
must be saved." Salvation only
comes through the name of Jesus
Christ. There is no other name
given. No other name can come
close to it. He is the only one who
can save you. Without Him there
is no new birth. Salvation is not
turning over a new leaf, doing
better, or getting the old life
cleaned up. It is a rebirth; it is
being born again.
What does it mean to be born
again? We know that every creature that is born in this world has
its own nature after its kind. In
other words, no matter how hard
you try, you cannot teach a bird
to crawl or a snake to fly. It is
impossible. Why? Because it is a
bird's nature to fly and a snake's
nature to glide along. Now, a
caterpillar crawls, but you can
watch the caterpillar crawl, perhaps for weeks or months, and
suddenly one day it sprouts
wings and flies. Is that not amazing? What happened? That caterpillar got a new nature. It was
changed altogether from a caterpillar to a butterfly. You might
say it was born again. That is
what God does to the sinner. He
changes him.
If you are not saved, you
cannot breathe new life into
yourself. It would be like trying
to breathe life into a mummy in a
tomb. You might as well try to
talk with your foot and hear with
your nose. It is impossible. In
John 3:6 Jesus said, "That which
is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit." There are hundreds, if not
thousands, of people across this
country who think that because
they were born into a Roman
Catholic or a Protestant or a Muslim family, that gives them a ticket to Heaven. No, a thousand
times no. First Timothy 2:5 states,
"For there is one God, and one
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mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus."
You may say, "I am not
saved, but I am trying to do
better." You can cultivate yourself, dress up, refine yourself, go
to church, and become religious
and still be lost. Jesus said, "Ye
must be born again." I repeat,
you cannot do this for yourself.
You might as well try to pick
yourself up by your own shoe
laces than to breathe new life into
your own soul.
What happens when a person
is born again? Second Corinthians 5:17 tells us, "Therefore if any
man be in Christ [it does not matter if he was a good, moral person or in the depths of sin], he is
a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things
are become new."
When were you made a new
creature? You might not be able
to remember the day and the
exact minute when you got
saved, but every one of us has a
place where we can point the
devil to and say, "Right there is
when I got saved." You cannot
grow into salvation. You grow
after you are saved, but being
saved is not something you just
gradually work into and finally
one day realize that you are
saved. No, being saved is
becoming a new person.
When did it happen to you?
When was there a great change
in your life? If you have not experienced this change, you still
need to get saved. Jesus let us
know that all things become new,
not just some things.
The Assurance of Salvation
Some people say, "I do not
believe that you have to be born
again." Friend, that is contrary to
what the Bible says. Jesus said in
John 12:48, "He that rejecteth me,
and receiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the
word that I have spoken, the
same shall judge him in the last
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day." Jesus is the One who said,
"Ye must be born again." The
Bible says if you reject His Word,
or reject the fact that Jesus said,
"Ye must be born again," then His
Word is going to judge you in the
last day.
Why is it that men do not
come to the light? It is because
they love darkness. I have held
meetings where you could feel
the conviction of God. Why did
some people not get saved? We
cannot blame God. It was because the people love darkness
rather than light.
My question to you is, Are
you born again? I am not asking
if you are religious or if you go to
church, but are you born again?
Do you know for certain that you
are born again? On the Day of
Pentecost, about three thousand
souls were born again. Not long
after that, about five thousand
more were born again. Had you
lived back in that day and
walked up to one of the five
thousand and asked, "Are you
born again?" they would have
said, "Yes, God changed me and
made me a new person."
Some people have doubts
about their salvation. They do
not have enough faith, so when
temptations come along, they fall
because they do not have the
assurance of salvation. You can
know that you are saved. The
Philippian jailer, in Acts, Chapter
16, was born again, both he and
his family. From then on, he
could look back and say, "Yes,
Paul and Silas were here and
preached the Word of God to me,
and my whole house was born
again."
Have you read about Lydia
in the Bible? You can read that
she was born again in Acts,
Chapter 16. In Acts, Chapter 9,
you can read that Saul (Paul) was
born again. He always looked
back to that experience. You can
read his testimony throughout
the Book of Acts. Whenever he
got an opportunity, he told othGospelTrumpeter.com • March 2021

ers, even kings and governors,
about his experience. In essence,
he said, "One day I was on the
road to Damascus, and a great
light shined about me about the
brightness of the sun." Salvation
gets better; it does not get dull. It
gets sweeter and sweeter as the
days go by.
In Acts, Chapter 8, you can
read about a eunuch that was
born again out in the desert.
Cornelius and his family were
born again when Peter came and
preached the Word to them. Peter did not even have to give an
altar call. While he spoke the
Word of God, they repented and
were born again there in the
house.
Are you born again? Can you
point back to a time in your life
when you were really born of
God's Spirit, when God changed
you and made you a new person? A born-again experience is
what it is going to take to go to
God's Heaven. You can be born
again.
"Except Ye Repent"
If you were once a Christian
but you have fallen away, that
means you have died, spiritually
speaking. "Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death"
(James 1:15). The soul that sins
shall die. I have heard some say,
"Once saved, always saved." No,
that is not true. When you die, if
you do not have spiritual life,
you will not make it to Heaven.
You have to be born again.
If you are not a Christian
now, you need to be born again.
There is only one way to enter
the Kingdom of God, and that is
through repentance. Acts 17:30
reads, "And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men every
where to repent." What did Jesus
say about it? Jesus said in Luke
13:3, "I tell you, Nay: but, except
ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish." Verse 5 continues, "I tell

you, Nay: but, except ye repent,
ye shall all likewise perish."
Repentance is more than a
change of mind or a change of
heart; it is a change of action. A
lot of people in America say they
have been born again, but there
has never been a change in their
actions. They are still living a life
of sin and still living contrary to
the Word of God. That means
they missed the new birth. Somebody may say, "Don't judge me."
I am not judging. I am telling you
what the Bible says. You need to
turn away from your sin and
repent, but that is not all. You
have to believe.
The Philippian jailer wanted
to be born again. He was trembling and asked the men of God
in Acts 16:30-31: "Sirs, what must
I do to be saved? And they said,
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house." You need to come to Jesus by faith and say: "Lord, I am
trusting the Cross alone. I am
trusting in what You did for me
on the Cross. I am going to trust
the blood of Jesus to save me."
You need to ask Him to take your
life and make you what He
wants you to be. When you do
that, you can sing, "All my hope
is in Jesus."
If you come trusting in
yourself and in what you can do,
then you cannot sing that song.
When you really come in repentance and faith and look to the
Lord Jesus Christ for real salvation, then you can sing the song
that says, "All my hope is in Jesus." I am glad that my hope is in
Jesus. How is it with you? Do
you realize that down deep inside, you need to be born again?
You may say, "Yes, but everybody thinks I am already saved."
If you are not living right, people
know.
I want you to know that the
Spirit of God can change you.
You need to tell God: "If You do
not save me, I cannot get saved.
You are my only hope. I have no

other Savior but You." Do you
realize that you must look to Calvary and what Jesus accomplished on the Cross? You need
to do that while the door of
mercy is still open. You need to
turn away from sin and repent.
You need to come by faith and
say, "Lord, I am trusting in what
You accomplished on the Cross
and Your getting up out of the
grave victoriously. I am going to
trust the blood of Christ to save
me."
Salvation Is Your Choice
You need to ask God to grant
you mercy. No matter how
young or how old you are, and
no matter how long you have
had a profession of religion, you
need to make a commitment to
be born of God's Spirit. You need
to tell the Lord, "I want the experience where old things pass
away and all things become
new."
Joshua said many years ago
in Joshua 24:15, "Choose you this
day whom ye will serve." It is
your choice. No one can make
you get saved, but if you do, it
will be the best choice that you
will ever make. Perhaps you
have been thinking about it and
anticipating it. In 1 Kings 18:21
the Prophet Elijah said, "How
long halt ye between two opinions?" Do you have two opinions? Are you thinking, "I am
going to get saved" or "Am I
going to continue with this
profession?" It is up to you.
What are you going to do
with the Lord? Are you going to
repent and trust Him or go on
with a false religious profession?
If you are going to go to God's
Heaven and be with the saved
loved ones who have gone on
before, you must be born again.
You need to get it settled for time
and eternity.
Are you truly born again?
When did this great change take
place in your life? It is a change
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from darkness to light, from
death to life, and you will know
when it happens.
I will never forget about the
man in John, Chapter 9. The people came and said, "How did you
get your blind eyes opened?"
He said, "Jesus of Nazareth
opened my eyes." So they went to
his parents and said, "Is this your
son?"
"Yes, that is our son."
"Is he the one that was born
blind?"
"Yes, he was the one that was
blind."
"Well, he is blind, so how can
he see?"
They said, "He is of age; ask
him."
He said, "Jesus of Nazareth
opened my eyes."
They just could not believe
that. They even came to him the
third time. They said: "This man
that you said opened your eyes,
we know that He is a sinner. So,
what we want you to do is give
God the praise." I love his
answer.
He said, "Whether He is a
sinner or not, I do not know, but
there is one thing I know." They
could not talk him out of it. He
believed it. He said, "I was blind,
but now I see." Do you have a
know-so salvation?
(Compact Disc TR-2140)

THE MEASURE OF A
MAN'S REAL
CHARACTER IS WHAT HE
WOULD DO IF HE KNEW
HE WOULD NEVER BE
FOUND OUT.
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1 Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of
sins.

Brother Allen Polston
Having Fervent Charity
The Word of God puts great
emphasis on charity. The Scriptures make it clear that it is
required. In this Scripture text,
Peter said to have fervent charity
above all things. Many things
come with Christian living. God
directs and guides us as we walk
with Him and live for Him.
The word fervent means,
"having or showing warmth or
intensity of spirit, feeling, or enthusiasm." Fervent love is not
something that only shows up
occasionally, and it is not limited
to a few select brethren. Fervent
charity reaches beyond cultural
divides, skin color, and differences of opinion. Moreover, it
goes past hurts and failures that
people have experienced.
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Peter's writings were not
directed to the world in general,
but rather he was addressing
saved people. Peter greeted the
recipients of his letter in 1 Peter
1:1-2 by saying: "Peter, an apostle
of Jesus Christ, to the strangers
scattered throughout Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia, Elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace unto you, and peace, be
multiplied."
The devil will try to take
advantage of situations when
you may be unfamiliar with
someone. Peter's greeting was
addressed to the strangers scattered throughout those regions
that he listed. In other words, it
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was addressed to people to
whom he did not know much
about. They did not know about
places where maybe a bad decision had been made along the
way. In spite of that, even with
these strangers and situations, he
let them know they must have
fervent charity among themselves.
Jesus taught in Matthew
24:12, "And because iniquity
shall abound, the love of many
shall wax cold." This waxing cold
is a process that does not happen
overnight, but it begins to work
slowly. When something works
in a slow manner, it is harder to
detect. When something takes
place very slowly, it can begin to
have an effect on us. If the devil
worked quickly, then it would be
more alarming to us. As you read

this message, possibly the enemy
might try to make you feel, "This
is not really a problem for me."
Nevertheless, your love can begin to wax cold.
John wrote in 1 John 3:11,
"For this is the message that ye
heard from the beginning, that
we should love one another." It is
what defines us as true servants
of God. It is important to have all
things in line with the Scriptures.
What I am dealing with is what
truly defines us as Christians.
Jesus said in John 13:35, "By this
shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one
to another."
The enemy of souls tries to
hinder us along these very lines.
He will try to get a story started
or dig up something from someone's past. The enemy will endeavor to highlight and totally
define some people by a word or
a move that they have made that
did not turn out very well. He
would like to define you and me
based upon a few words or a
move that did not turn out for
the best.
Perhaps in the past you have
made moves in your own life
that, when you look back, did not
turn out as you thought they
would. No doubt, most of us
could say that. Looking back,
today we would do a few things
differently. There is an expression that says, "Hindsight is
twenty twenty." The term "twenty twenty" refers to having perfect vision. This saying means
that when you look back, it is
easier to reevaluate past actions
or decisions. I would not want to
be defined by a few things that
have happened in my life that I
would do differently now. There
is maturity, growth, and advancement in every Christian's
life.
The Call to Obedience
In Peter's greeting, he outlined it in a way that we could

understand. He was referring
to saved people when he mentioned the elect. Again, he said in
1 Peter 1:2, "Elect according to
the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through sanctification of
the Spirit, unto obedience and
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ." Peter was talking about
God's foreordained plan of how
to bring people from point A to
point B. This was something that
God ordained before the foundation of the world. He was not
speaking of who would be saved,
but of how people would be
saved. How is a person saved?
The Bible teaches us that God's
Spirit begins to draw a person,
or get his attention. I am so glad
that one day He got my attention
and that He still has my
attention.
The Spirit of God may begin
to get your attention during a
message. He may cause you to
think about something in your
life that you need to do something about it. God will begin to
let someone who is not saved see
that he needs to believe the Gospel and repent. That person
needs to turn his back on everything he knows is wrong and
believe in Jesus Christ. He needs
to confess that he has been living
wrong, turn his back on sin, and
trust in the Lord. God's Spirit
draws people to that place. In
fact, Romans 2:4 says it is the
goodness of God that leads to
repentance. God calls you to give
your life to Him. God's Spirit will
continue to draw you even after
you get saved. God draws you
because He has more understanding and more growth for
you. Also, there are gifts that He
wants to distribute to people
once they are saved.
Again, Peter said, ". . .
through sanctification of the
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ"
(1 Peter 1:2). He was basically
saying that God calls people to
obedience. You cannot be called
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to obedience if you were already
living in obedience to His Word.
If there is something that you are
not obedient to or that you are
not following or doing, the Spirit
of God will call you to obedience.
God has been doing that in my
life since I got saved.
God's Spirit draws us and
works with each of us, and that is
how we grow. Men and women
come to the Lord through the
foreordained plan of God. The
Holy Spirit visits them and
brings things to their attention
and reveals what they need to
do. Upon their obedience, the
blood of Jesus Christ is sprinkled
upon them and takes care of
whatever is needed.
Allowing God to Direct You
Many of those to whom Peter
was speaking were strangers.
They did not interact daily,
weekly, or monthly. Many of us
only come together during special meetings. In our home congregations, we come together
regularly, but we do not know
everything about people's lives
or the reasons for some of the
decisions they make. God works
with people, and sometimes He
calls them to different places.
Those different ways of doing
things can cause your love to be
challenged.
There is an expression that
says, "Blood runs thicker than
water." Basically, that means you
are closer to those who are your
blood relatives than someone
who is not. In other words, you
are more likely to overlook
things in the lives of those to
whom you are really close. You
love them, so you might see what
caused them to make the moves
they made. Maybe they had some
really tense pressures going on in
their lives.
God gives ways to work
through problems. There is a
Bible way to work through things
when something is ongoing and
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needs to be addressed. Oftentimes people just need to let God
lead and guide them through.
When a person is newly
saved and does not have much
understanding of the Bible, there
may be things in his life that you
know you could not do, because
you have greater understanding,
or greater light. We must love
them with fervent charity. You
should not put your understanding on new converts. Perhaps
they have not been exposed to
many Bible truths. Paul said in
Romans 1:11, "For I long to see
you, that I may impart some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be
established." Paul wanted to give
people help, instruction, and
guidance.
People have different ways of
doing things. That is where it
really requires you and me to
have fervent charity. If we do
not, it could really cause us to
take the wrong course of action.
The Bible tells us in 2 Thessalonians 2:13, "But we are bound
to give thanks alway to God for
you, brethren beloved of the
Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth."
Here again, we find the Spirit of
God at work.
Jesus said in John 6:44, "No
man can come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me draw
him." People come to Truth when
God draws them to it. Revelation
18:4 says, "And I heard another
voice from heaven, saying, Come
out of her, my people." That is
not necessarily speaking of an
audible voice, but God's Spirit is
calling individuals to come out of
false religion and come to Truth.
God's Spirit will draw you to
Truth. When God's Spirit draws
you, you need to embrace it.
When God starts to initiate
something in your life, He will
give you the power to carry it out
and bring it to fruition. If you
have a restitution to make, the
24

devil will try to prevent you
from doing it. I had restitutions
to make after I got saved. God
brought some things to my attention and said: "You need to make
those things right." The enemy
tried to stand in my way, but
God helped me to carry them
out.
God will help you to do what
He calls you to do. He may tell
you to change your wardrobe,
change your circle of friends,
change where you hang out,
change the things that you do, or
change what you have in your
home. God will give you the
grace and the power to do what
He requires of you. Then you can
say: "I have done it, Lord. There
was a mountain in front of me,
but I accomplished the task by
Your grace." God will continue to
guide you in the way of Truth
and help you, but you must
follow in His footsteps.
Be Long-Suffering
God has never turned a blind
eye to rebellion or closed His
eyes to sweeping things under
the rug, so to speak. As Christians, we must be long-suffering,
patient, and kind to one another.
Sometimes people are working
through things or coming to
an understanding of things.
We must have fervent charity,
because without it we will not
be able to tolerate people's
differences.
Fervent charity is so important between every husband and
wife. If you are married, I am
sure that you could list some
things that are different between
you and your companion that
you did not know before you got
married. As time goes on, sometimes things tend to be a little
different. He might have gotten
you flowers every week in the
beginning, but life can take a toll
on things. Once children enter
the picture, things become different. He may not bring home
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flowers as often. That does not
mean that he does not love you.
It may mean that his wallet is a
little thinner.
We all have differences, so
we must keep a strong love for
one another and not allow those
differences to cause us to break
apart and go our separate ways.
We must stay the course and
plow through those things and
figure out how to address them.
Sometimes you have to put
things on the shelf, so to speak.
You cannot always get through
every disagreement immediately.
You are not always going to be
able to resolve every difference
of opinion instantly. It is that
way in a marriage as well as in
the church.
Brethren are coming together
in greater unity in these last days
of time. Most differences are not
going to be worked out immediately. Many things ought to be
put on the shelf, and people
should say: "I know there are
differences in how we see some
things, but I love you. You are
my brother (or my sister), and I
know that you have been called
to serve God. I know your spirit
is sweet and godly, and you do
not live in sin and compromise.
Because of that, these little differences that exist are not going to
be issues that drive a wedge between us." Brother, that is what
we need.
Walking in the Light
God is on the verge of working great things, but the devil
would like to tear it all down.
The devil would like to barge in
and destroy it all. I believe we
are living in a very special time.
God's desire is to do a great work
in these last days of time. Because of the invention of technology, saints of God all over the
world are coming into contact
with one another, realizing that
we are basically living the same
lives after we get past a few

initial things. Technology is enabling people to think: "Why are
we not worshiping with them?
Why are we not having fellowship with them? Those people are
just like us. They love God, and
they want to do right."
God wants to do a great
work. I am excited to see a great
revival across our land like we
have never seen in our lifetime,
but it is going to require fervent
charity. Without it some issues
will be elevated and become divisive. The devil will always try
to bring up something, but God
can help us to have fervent charity. John wrote in 1 John 1:7, "But
if we walk in the light, as he is in
the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin."
In order to be saved, you
must be cleansed from all sin.
You cannot pray for salvation
and say, "God, I'm going to hold
on to this, but I am going to let go
of everything else." You have to
turn from all sin and be cleansed
by the blood of Jesus. In other
words, you have to relinquish
everything you know that is
wrong. You will never be sorry
when you do that.
Down the road as you get
greater light, God may show you
some things that you need to lay
aside that you did not even realize in the beginning were inappropriate. This is the process of
"sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth." As you understand more truth down the
road, you need to take hold of it.
While we are in this ongoing
process in our lives, we ought to
be tolerant of one another. We
ought to love one another, and
give one another the space and
the ability to come to greater
understanding.
John said, "But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light. . . ."
Does a person know all the light
to walk in when he first gets
saved? No, walking in the light is

a lifelong process. The Psalmist
David said in Psalm 119:105,
"Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path."
The more of His Word a person
hears and learns, the more light
and understanding he will receive. Again, John said in 1 John
1:7, "But if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin."
Showing Fervent Charity
The Light of God illuminates
areas where certain things need
to be dealt with in people's lives.
Someone who has been saved
longer has greater understanding
than a person who has recently
been saved. A person who has
been saved for years would be in
real trouble with God and out of
God's will if he would do some
things that a new convert might
do. Those things do not put a
recently saved person in a
backslidden condition when he
does not even know about it. He
does not have to be baptized
again. What if you did not show
fervent charity toward that dear
one?
Fervent charity will squash
gossip. Fervent charity will cause
you to say, "I'm sorry, but I'm not
interested in listening to that." In
1 John 5:16 John stated, "If any
man see his brother sin a sin
which is not unto death, he shall
ask, and he shall give him life for
them that sin not unto death.
There is a sin unto death: I do not
say that he shall pray for it."
James taught about sin, temptations, and how temptations
come. Everyone is tempted. Even
Jesus was tempted. You are not a
bad person when you are
tempted. All men are tempted,
but temptation is not sin.
There may be times in your
life when you are bombarded
with temptations. You may go
through seasons when temptaGospelTrumpeter.com • March 2021

tions are manifold. The devil
may work you over in different
ways. I repeat, temptation is not
sin. Hebrews 4:15 tells us that
Jesus was tempted in all points
like as we are, yet without sin.
Now, if you yield to temptation,
if you begin to carry out the
temptation that is being presented to you, then the Bible
teaches us that sin enters into the
picture.
James said in James 1:15,
"Then when lust hath conceived,
it bringeth forth sin: and sin,
when it is finished, bringeth forth
death." He was speaking of spiritual death. The Roman writer
said that "the wages of sin is
death" in Romans 6:23. Yielding
to temptation brings sin, and sin
brings spiritual death. What can
a person do? He must repent and
turn his back on sin.
In 1 John 5:16-17 John wrote:
"If any man see his brother [he
was talking about a brother, not
a person out in the world] sin a
sin which is not unto death. . . .
All unrighteousness is sin: and
there is a sin not unto death." If
you see someone doing something that you could not do
because you have more understanding, you should not separate or tear that person down or
take a position against him and
brand him. What should you do?
You ought to pray for that dear
one, show fervent charity toward
him, and leave him with God. Let
God work it out. If you will get
down on your knees and pour
out your heart to God on that
person's behalf, God can help
that brother or sister.
Is Your Love Waxing Cold?
In pastoring for more than
twenty years, there have been
times when people have come to
me and said, "You need to deal
with this situation." Many times I
have said, "Let's just settle down,
because there is a great big God
up in Heaven Who can work on
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them." Had I moved on impulse,
there might not be a congregation left in New Castle, Indiana.
You may see a brother make
what you perceive to be an erroneous move, but you do not
know all the things that person
understands. You do not know
where he is spiritually, but God
knows exactly where that person
is, and the Spirit of God can
draw him.
Fervent charity is a wonderful thing. I am so glad that people showed fervent charity with
me and loved me through times
when I made bad calls or some
bad moves. I am thankful that
they lovingly and carefully
worked with me.
Many people have let their
love wax cold, and that is easy to
do. They get caught up in the
everyday experience of living a
busy life. A lot of things are going on in the world. Jesus said in
Matthew 24:12, "And because
iniquity shall abound, the love of
many shall wax cold." Some people go out into open rebellion,
and that can impact you and
cause your love to wax cold if

you are not careful.
Jesus said in Matthew 5:4344: "Ye have heard that it hath
been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour, and hate thine enemy
[that is what is being said in the
world today]. But I say unto you,
Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and
persecute you."
Can you honestly say that
your love is so fervent that you
can pray for those who have
worked against you, who have
said things about you, or who
have done something to you?
Can you hold your enemies up in
prayer? This takes having a
divine nature. God wants to
make you a partaker of His divine nature. Having a divine
nature is to love people who do
not love you.
Is your love as hot and as
enthusiastic as it should be?
When you see others make
moves that you do not necessarily agree with and that you find
fault with, are you kind to those
people? Two chapters that really

stand out in the Bible are Hebrews, Chapter 11 (the chapter
on faith), and 1 Corinthians,
Chapter 13 (the chapter on charity). Down through the chapter
on charity, Paul described what
charity is. It is patient and kind.
Is what you are doing, what you
are saying, and how you are acting really kind? You may say,
"You don't know what that person did to me or said to me." You
should be kind to people regardless of the past. Are you suffering
long? Fervent charity will do just
that. When you have fervent
charity, you will not be interested
in telling other people about the
things that person might have
done. Are you telling things that
do not need to be told? Paul let
us know that some mouths need
to be stopped. Without fervent
charity the mouths will just keep
going. Do you have fervent charity? I would not want to stand
before the judgment bar of God
with anything less than fervent
charity.
(Compact Disc TR-2276)

FLORENCE, SC
March 28-31

Revival: Church of God, 3015 E. Palmetto St., Florence, SC 29506
Evangelist: Brother James Presley
Services: Sunday - Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
For more information contact: Brother James Presley at 740-755-2275

MT. PLEASANT, PA
April 17

Fellowship Meeting: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA
Service time: 10:30 a.m. A meal will be served by the local congregation.
MOTELS: Holiday Inn Express, 724-547-2095 (This is on the same road as
the church. Please mention that you are there for the church meeting.);
Super 8 Motel in New Stanton, 724-925-8915 on I-70W, 10 miles north of the
church); Melody Motor Lodge, 724-628-9600 on 119N in Connellsville).
For further information contact: Pastor Paul W. Prinkey, 109 Salvation Lane,
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666. Telephone: 724-547-2151

WARRENSVILLE, NC
April 23-25

Weekend Revival: The Church of God, 2042 Teaberry Road, Warrensville, NC 28693
Evangelist: Brother David Stegmeier, Canby, Oregon
Service times: Friday & Saturday at 7:00 p.m., Sunday 10:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
For more information contact: Pastor Allen Borders at 336-384-8859 or 740-485-8881
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NEW CASTLE, IN
March 22-28

Revival: 9th Street Church of God, 125 South 9th Street, New Castle, Indiana 47362
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Monday - Friday 7:00 p.m., Saturday 5:00 p.m.,
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 a.m. & Evening Worship 5:00 p.m.
For more information contact: Pastor Allen Polston
Telephone: 765-521-8284

SUMMERSVILLE, WV
April 25-May 2

Revelation Meeting & Fellowship Meeting: The Church of God, 74 Armstrong Rd.,
Summersville, WV 26651. Service times: Meeting begins Sunday evening @ 6:00 p.m.,
Monday - Thursday @ 7:00 p.m., Friday 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m., Saturday & Sunday 10:30 a.m. &
6:00 p.m. Friday - Sunday meals will be provided by the local congregation following each service.
For lodging or for more information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders at 304-872-4047
Visit the website: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com
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To What Are You Anchored?
Carnality: Envy
What Is Sound Doctrine?

Bro. Allen Borders
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. David Stegmeier

TR-2580
TR-2581
TR-2582

12-28-2020

A Loving and Powerful Savior
Carnality: Strife
A Passion for the Truth

Bro. Joshua Thilmony
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. David Stegmeier

TR-2583
TR-2584
TR-2585

12-29-2020

An Uncontrolled Tongue
Carnality: Division
Contending

Bro. Abraham Burton
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. David Stegmeier

TR-2586
TR-2587

12-30-2020

Set Thine House in Order
Carnality: How Can I Be Spiritual?

Bro. Willis Neighbors
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier

TM-442
TM-443
TM-444

2020

Winter Camp Meeting Songs #1
Winter Camp Meeting Songs #2
Winter Camp Meeting Songs #3

2020

Winter Camp Meeting Choir Songs
All Songs in MP3 Format
Morning & Evening Messages in MP3 Format
Afternoon Teaching Services in MP3 Format

All messages and music recordings are available only on regular CD's or MP3 format. The suggested
donation for regular CD's is $3.00 each and for DVD's is $5.00 each. (DVD's are not available for the
afternoon teaching services.) The suggested donation for MP3's is $10.00 each. The postage is $3.00
for one CD or MP3 and $0.35 for each additional one. Recordings may be ordered by writing The
Gospel Trumpeter, CD Ministry, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, Ohio 43055, or by calling (740) 345-1312, the
Print Shop. Please make check or money order in U.S. funds, payable to The Gospel Trumpeter.
GospelTrumpeter.com • March 2021
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Newark, Ohio 43055 U.S.A.
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REQUEST FOR NEW S UBSCRIPTION , CHANGE OF
ADDRESS , OR CANCELLATION
NEW SUBSCRIPTION: To receive The Gospel Trumpeter, we need your complete name
and mailing address, including country.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: If you have moved or if your name or address is incorrect, please
notify us as soon as possible.
NOTICE OF CANCELLATION: If you no longer wish to receive The Gospel Trumpeter,
please contact us using one of the methods below.
Y OU MAY CONTACT US BY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING METHODS :
Mail: The Gospel Trumpeter 675 N. Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055 USA
E-mail: subscribe@gospeltrumpeter.com
Telephone: (740) 345-1312
(Please Print or Type)

NAME :
ADDRESS :
CITY :
Z IP CODE :

S TATE :
COUNTRY :
Please check the appropriate box below, and for changes or
cancellations return this entire page with the old address.
G Subscription
G Incorrect spelling of name or address
G Change of address G Cancellation

