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Acts 3:19

God's attitude toward the lost
has always been the same. His
desire is for those who are in sin
to see the error of their way and
repent. The Lord has no pleasure
in men and women being separated from Him and dying in a
lost condition. Over and over
through the ages, God has said to
the wayward, "Repent and be
converted." Why would you
choose to be lost when a pardon
awaits you for the asking? Peter
said, "The Lord is . . . longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance"
(2 Peter 3:9).
God's desire is the same
today as it has always been from
the beginning. He can still reach
to the depths of sin and save the
vilest sinner. God's power is
strong enough to break every
chain that binds the soul. Although you might have slipped
to great depths in sin, Isaiah 59:1
tells us, "The LORD' S hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save."
There is hope for you if you will
turn to Him in true repentance.
You need to see Him with outstretched arms, beckoning you to
come to Him. Being obedient to
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His command will bring a
refreshing to you.
Jesus said in Luke 19:10, "For
the Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was
lost." These words of our Lord
ought to bring hope and encouragement to the lost. If you turn
to the Savior now, He will not
refuse you. In John 6:37 Jesus
said, ". . . him that cometh to me
I will in no wise cast out."
Every Scripture in the Word
of God that pertains to salvation
is in your favor. It lets you
know that God is able, willing,
and ready to grant you a full
pardon. There is no slackness on
God's part, nor is there any
weakness that could prevent
Him from delivering your soul
from destruction. He can perform all that He has promised.
With all His promises being yea
and amen, please note that any
failure to find forgiveness is on
the part of the individual. There
is no reason for anyone to be
lost.
The long-suffering and mercy
of God waits in anticipation for
transgressors to make the surrender to serve Him. Beware,
[continued on page 27}

John 10:7 Then said Jesus unto
them again, Verily, verily, I say
unto you, I am the door of the sheep.
8 All that ever came before me
are thieves and robbers: but the sheep

did not hear them.
9 I am the door: by me if any
man enter in, he shall be saved, and
shall go in and out, and find pasture.
10 The thief cometh not, but for

to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I
am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more
abundantly.

Brother Roger L. Decker
God Manifested in the Flesh
In our Scripture text, Jesus
was speaking to people who
were very much alive, physically
speaking, but they lacked the life
to which Jesus was referring. In
verse 10 of our Scripture text,
Jesus said, "I am come that they
might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly."
What was Jesus talking about? It
is in Jesus that you see God. Jesus
is the apex of what God is like.
John 1:18 reads, "No man
hath seen God at any time; the
only begotten Son, which is in the
bosom of the Father, he hath

declared him." There was a distance between man and God.
Man had very little knowledge of
what God was like, what God
was for, and what God was
against. It is only through His
Law and His leaders that God
manifested Himself to the
people.
God, speaking to Moses, said
in Exodus 33:20, "Thou canst not
see my face: for there shall no
man see me, and live." In Deuteronomy 4:12 Moses said, "And the
LORD spake unto you out of the
midst of the fire: ye heard the
voice of the words, but saw no
similitude; only ye heard a
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voice." No one in the Old Testament thought it possible to see
God, but in Jesus Christ all the
guesswork was over. Jesus is the
revelation of God.
Jesus spoke to Philip in John
14:9-11 and said: "Have I been so
long time with you, and yet hast
thou not known me, Philip? he
that hath seen me hath seen the
Father; and how sayest thou
then, Shew us the Father?
Believest thou not that I am in the
Father, and the Father in me? the
words that I speak unto you I
speak not of myself: but the
Father that dwelleth in me, he
doeth the works. Believe me that
3

I am in the Father, and the Father
in me: or else believe me for the
very works' sake."
When you look at Jesus
Christ, you see God and Jesus,
and you also see what God wants
to see in you. People want power
with God. The power is in the
life that you live, not in knowledge, religion, education, church
membership, or good works.
Jesus said, "I am come that they
might have life."
The power that you have in
your life depends on how close
you are to Jesus. Under the Old
Testament, people heard about
God and saw the mighty power
of God, but they did not see the
life that was manifested in Jesus
Christ. Jesus Christ shows us
what God is like, shows us what
God dislikes, shows us how to
act, shows us that we should
pray, shows us that we should
assemble ourselves together, and
shows us that we should use the
Word of God. We see all those
things manifested in Jesus Christ.
He was God manifested in the
flesh.
John 1:11-14 states: "He came
unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as
received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe
on his name: Which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God. And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of
the Father,) full of grace and
truth."
Power to Live Right
When does the life of God
come into a person's life? It
comes in when he is born of God.
John said, "But as many as received him, to them gave he
power." What kind of power is in
the life of Jesus? It is not power
to join a church. Millions do that,
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and many of them do it without
Christ. It is not power to gain
financially and give money to
charity. It is not just power to
quit a habit. Many have done
that in their own strength. The
power that is in the life of Christ
is the power to turn from that
which is wrong to that which is
right. It is not just power over a
personality flaw, but it is power
to turn from wrong to right.
Throughout the Old Testament, you can read about the
cries of the prophets sounding
out, "Turn ye from the evil, and
learn to do that which is right." If
you have not quit sinning, then
the life of Christ is not in you and
you are not saved.
The Psalmist David wrote in
Psalm 24:1-5: "The earth is the
LORD'S, and the fulness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell
therein. For he hath founded it
upon the seas, and established it
upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or
who shall stand in his holy place?
He that hath clean hands, and a
pure heart; who hath not lifted
up his soul unto vanity, nor
sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD,
and righteousness from the God
of his salvation."
The Psalmist David started
this psalm by reminding the
reader that the world, the habitants of the world, and the earth
belong to God. Sometimes when
I take a drive through farm country and see all the cattle on the
hills, I think of these verses. God
owns all the cattle on the hills
and everything that surrounds
them. It reminds me of the power
of God that is manifested in this
world. This is a truth that you
need to be reminded of once in a
while. We brought nothing into
this world, and we are not going
to take anything out with us. One
day the best suit of clothes that
you own is going in the ground
with your body. The house you
live in, the children you have, the
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wife or husband you have, the
job you have, and the vehicle you
drive all belong to the Lord.
Church, sometimes you can
become so earthbound that you
feel you have worked and earned
all those material goods. Yes, you
might have worked and earned a
good living, but just remember
Who gave you the job and the
strength to do the job. You need
to remember that every breath
you take comes from God. You
can become so earthbound with
materialism that you can become
covetous. If you become covetous, you are definitely in trouble
with God. That is the reason
many become laden down with
materialism and become covetous.
In the Book of Revelation,
Chapter 3, you can read about
the condition that the church in
Laodicea was in. Church, we are
in that day and age right now.
This was a church that had
everything they needed to live
victoriously in this life, but they
got switched over from spirituality to materialism. Verse 17 says,
"Because thou sayest, I am rich,
and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked." God has ways
to release you from covetousness
and things of materialism until
you get your priorities straightened out.
Walking Uprightly
The Psalmist David said in
Psalm 24 that God had founded
it upon the sea and established it
upon the flood. He was talking
about the earth, which He has
raised above the seas and the
rivers and the streams. Then in
verse 3 David said, "Who shall
ascend into the hill of the LORD?
or who shall stand in his holy
place?" The hill of the Lord is
Mount Zion. David wrote in
Psalm 15:1, "LORD, who shall

abide in thy tabernacle? who
shall dwell in thy holy hill?"
Psalm 2:6 states, "Yet have I set
my king upon my holy hill of
Zion."
What was the Psalmist David
asking? He was asking: "Who is
worthy to dwell in Mount Zion?
Who is worthy to dwell in the
presence of the Lord? Who is the
true worshiper of God? Who is
worthy to take the family name
Church of God? Who is worthy
to bear the name of God in this
life? Who is worthy to be called
His child? What constitutes true
religion?"
Next, the Psalmist David laid
out some earmarks of those who
are worthy. He said in Psalm
24:4, "He that hath clean hands,
and a pure heart." What does it
mean to have clean hands? He
was not speaking of washing
your hands with soap and water.
He was talking about walking
uprightly and working the Lord's
righteousness. In Psalm 15:2 he
wrote, "He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in
his heart." This is a companion
Psalm. Walking uprightly is to
walk blamelessly, or to walk
perfectly.
We read in Job 1:1, "There
was a man in the land of Uz,
whose name was Job; and that
man was perfect and upright,
and one that feared God, and
eschewed evil." Genesis 6:9
speaks of Noah. It reads, "These
are the generations of Noah:
Noah was a just man and perfect
in his generations, and Noah
walked with God." The word
walked is used in the Scriptures
many times. It means our manner
of life is with God.
Psalm 1:1-6 reads: "Blessed is
the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners,
nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful. But his delight is in the
law of the L ORD; and in his law
doth he meditate day and night.

And he shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water,
that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth
shall prosper. The ungodly are
not so: but are like the chaff
which the wind driveth away.
Therefore the ungodly shall not
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the
righteous. For the LORD knoweth
the way of the righteous: but the
way of the ungodly shall perish."
The Psalmist David was
referring to the characteristics of
the man who does not do what
ungodly people do or go where
they go. He does not take counsel
of them regarding the way he
should live. He takes his counsel
from the law of the Lord.
Again, David wrote in verse
2, "But his delight is in the law of
the LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night." He does
not follow after the advice of
sinners. He does not follow the
purposes or the plans of sinners.
He does not plan his life according to their views and suggestions; he is independent of them.
He does not stand in the path
where sinners are found. A sinner is a person who has missed
the mark. The righteous man
does not sit where scornful men
carry on conversations. The
scornful mock, deride, scoff, and
treat Christianity with contempt
and scorn.
As a Christian, you need to
be careful with whom you keep
company. If you hang around
someone who always has a negative outlook, that negativity will
get hold of you. I like to keep
company with those who have a
good outlook, not people who
complain and grumble and always point out something wrong.
Having a Pure Heart
The Psalmist David said he
had clean hands and a pure
heart. You can ascend in religion
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and not have a pure heart. You
do not have to have clean hands
to join most churches, but you
cannot ascend to the hill of the
Lord. You must have a pure
heart to ascend to Mount Zion, or
the hill of the Lord. Holiness is
required in the hill of the Lord.
You cannot dwell in sin and in
the hill of the Lord at the same
time.
Having religion will not
purify your heart, and you cannot purify your own heart. Also,
you cannot wash away impurities in the heart by water baptism. You must be born again.
Today it is amazing how many
people in the United States do
not understand what it means to
be saved, even people who have
gone to church. Some religious
people think that being born
again means being baptized or
joining a church. You cannot
have a pure heart any other way
but by being born again. You
might have good morals and do
good things, but you cannot have
a pure heart until you are born of
God.
First Peter 1:18-23 reads:
"Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,
from your vain conversation received by tradition from your
fathers; But with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without
spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation
of the world, but was manifest in
these last times for you, Who by
him do believe in God, that
raised him up from the dead, and
gave him glory; that your faith
and hope might be in God. Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the
brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for
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ever."
The Apostle Paul wrote in
2 Timothy 2:22, "Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with
them that call on the Lord out of
a pure heart." Jesus said in Matthew 5:8, "Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God."
The Psalmist David mentioned something that we all
should be aware of in Psalm 24:4
when he said, "He that hath clean
hands, and a pure heart; who
hath not lifted up his soul unto
vanity, nor sworn deceitfully."
The Psalmist David was dealing
with the thought of one being
involved with that which is false
or deceitful. A man with a pure
heart does not get carried away
with just anything that comes to
his ears. He will not follow
deceit. He checks out a matter
before he lines up with it. He will
not give false testimony to win
favor with others. The man who
ascends to the hill of the Lord
and stands in the presence of
God will receive the blessings
from the Lord and righteousness
from the God of his salvation.
Overcoming Power
Do you have the power of
God in your life or are you constantly complaining that you do
not have any power over this or

that? Do you constantly give in to
things? The power is in having
the life of God in your life. People want power in their lives,
and there is certainly nothing
wrong with that as long as the
heart is pure. You can read in
Acts, Chapter 8, about Simon the
sorcerer who wanted the power
of the Holy Ghost, but his heart
was not right with God. The
Apostle Peter said Simon was in
the gall of bitterness and in the
bond of iniquity. God will give
you His power in your life, but
first you must repent and get
your heart right with God.
I have found that the closer I
get to Christ, the less effective
temptations are in my life. The
closer you get to Christ, the more
you want to be close to Him. It is
just like a young man and a
young lady courting and falling
in love. The more they are with
each other, the more in love they
become. It is the same way when
you have an experience with
God. The more time you spend
with God, the more in love with
God you become. God wants you
to have His power in your life,
but the power of God comes
when a person's life is worthy of
it.
In our Scripture text in verse
10 Jesus said, "I am come that
they might have life, and that
they might have it more abun-

dantly." Do you lack the power
that you need to overcome temptation? It could be that there are
some obscurities in your life that
ought not to be. Are you living
the life that you ought to live as a
child of God? If not, you need to
repent and get right with God.
You need to move when God is
good enough to show you that
something wrong is working in
your life. You need to deal with it
and be thankful that God has
shown you. Some people may get
upset when God corrects or chastises them, but He does it because He loves them. You should
thank God that He does chastise
you. I have been chastised and
corrected many times by the
Lord, and I never want Him to
take that away from me.
If you lack the power of God,
it could be that you are not
spending time with God as you
ought. It could be that you are
not reading His Word as much as
you ought to. It could be that
something else is taking your
time. It may not be sinful, but
God wants you to get your priorities straight. You should put
God first. Do you have God's
power in your life? Jesus came
that you might have life and
have it more abundantly.
(Compact Disc TR-2229)

An Unprofitable Engine
A man who was visiting a railroad yard saw a big engine sidetracked.
"That engine looks as if it could go," he said. "Why have you switched it off here to rest?"
"Oh, it can pull itself, I guess," said the workman, "but there's something wrong with it,
and it can't pull anything else. Engines are not run for the fun of running them. They've got
to draw a train of cars."
The Christian who just keeps himself going isn't much of a Christian. It's the business of a
Christian to draw others after him. It is not really himself who is the attraction at all, but it
is the Spirit of Christ within him that furnishes the "pull."
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Second Corinthians 13:5, Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?

Brother Michael Wilks
Being Willingly Ignorant
I am so glad that God saved
me. It is the greatest blessing that
I have ever been afforded, and I
do not want to lose it. There are
many examples of those who
have gotten away from God. If
you get saved and then walk
away, there is no guarantee that
you will ever get back to God.
You cannot decide one day that
you have had enough of sin and
you are going back to God. It
does not always work that way.
Many people do not like to be
examined by the Gospel. That is
the reason they do not want to go
to church. They have no problem
attending sports venues or
concerts because they enjoy
themselves. They want to get lost
in the moment, so to speak, but

in a church service something
divine is happening and God is
working on them. Before I was
saved, I did not want to attend
church because my deeds were
rebuked and I knew that my
deeds were evil, so I avoided it.
However, even though I knew I
was wrong, there was an attraction there because the life that I
was living was not satisfying me.
It is amazing what people
will do to try to find satisfaction.
They will try everything except
the Gospel. Do you know why? It
is because, if they get saved, they
have to die out to their own will.
Jesus said in Luke 22:42, "Nevertheless not my will, but thine, be
done."
Many people avoid the truth,
avoid going to church, and avoid
things that make them uncomGospelTrumpeter.com • February 2021

fortable. Peter wrote in 2 Peter
3:5, "For this they willingly are
ignorant of, that by the word of
God the heavens were of old,
and the earth standing out of the
water and in the water." Many
are willingly ignorant. They
think because they do not know
something that they are not
responsible for it, but they are so
wrong. If you avoid the Truth,
you are going to be held accountable for it, whether you avoid it
or run from it.
Do you love Jesus? He is with
us everywhere we go. He is good
to each of us, and He is a faithful
Friend. We cannot escape His
presence. When we are about our
day, what reassurance that
should bring to know that He is
in command of all things.
An examination causes some
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people to get uptight. They want
to choose what they are going to
learn. God wants to examine you.
He does not want you to separate
from faith and trust, but He
wants you to grow stronger in
those bonds. I want you to think
about this. What if children were
left to choose what they want to
learn and to decide what is important. That could be dangerous. God knows what we need.
When coming under the examination of the Gospel, some people find it very difficult to accept
because they do not like to be
uncomfortable. The most uncomfortable moment in anyone's life
is when eternity is calling.
God is asking you to make a
decision about where you want
to spend eternity. It is the greatest decision you will ever make.
People make a lot of decisions in
life without giving much thought
to them. Often they do not pray
about those decisions. The most
important decision you will ever
make is where you choose to
spend eternity. What a decision!
You need to be ready to make
that journey.
Disobedience Causes Change
In Genesis, Chapter 3, you
can read about Adam and Eve.
God placed them in the Garden
of Eden. Another translation renders it a "garden of delight." I can
only imagine how beautiful that
place looked. The presence of
God was there, and they had
everything they needed. It was
like Beulah Land, but they decided to be disobedient. I want
you to look at the change this
decision made in their lives. It
did not take months or years, but
as soon as they became disobedient, things immediately started to
happen.
Whether you have been
saved for twenty, thirty, forty, or
fifty years, disobedience will
change the way you think in a
moment, and you will be off
8

track just that quickly. God does
not have one plan for the recently
saved and another plan for those
who have been saved for fifty
years. There are many examples
and warnings throughout the
Word of God.
Numbers, Chapter 20, tells us
that Moses was rebuked over
striking the rock instead of
speaking to it. As punishment, he
was not allowed to enter Canaan.
Moses was a spiritual leader, but
God told him what to do and he
disobeyed. God is concise in
what He says, and He expects us
to obey Him. He does not want
to repeat what He says. I thank
God for His faithfulness and His
love.
Genesis 3:7 reads, "And the
eyes of them both were opened,
and they knew that they were
naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together, and made themselves
aprons." Right there in the garden, a decision was made and
the consequences of that decision
began to work immediately.
First, they started trying to work
out things for themselves. How?
They sewed fig leaves together to
cover themselves. The communion between God and Adam
and Eve had been broken. That is
what happens when a person
becomes disobedient. Your opinions begin to creep in, and you
begin to question, "Are all these
things necessary?" As soon as
you break fellowship, the devil is
going to have one of his ministers there to fill your ears. The
devil is watching, and He knows
where you are.
Genesis 3:8-10 reads: "And
they heard the voice of the LORD
God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day: and Adam and
his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God
amongst the trees of the garden.
And the LORD God called unto
Adam, and said unto him, Where
art thou? And he said, I heard
thy voice in the garden, and I
was afraid, because I was naked;
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and I hid myself." Think about
the contrast here. Adam and Eve
were in the garden having
communion with God and
suddenly they were afraid of
Him.
Do you know what fear does?
It will push you away from God.
I thought about how the fateful
decision of one member of a family can influence another family
member. Eve made a bad decision, and Adam went down with
her. No matter what you are
faced with, you need to stand
true. If you have a companion
who is unsaved, you need to
stand. If you are both saved, and
your husband or wife gets off
track, you need to stand, because
a bad decision can cause your
whole family to be lost. Eve
made a fateful decision, and
Adam also failed to stand. This is
recorded for our admonition so
that we can learn through this
example.
"Where Art Thou?"
As I studied this lesson about
Adam and Eve's disobedience to
God, I thought about the broken
fellowship that resulted. Then I
could not help but think of Luke
15:4, where Jesus said, "What
man of you, having an hundred
sheep, if he lose one of them,
doth not leave the ninety and
nine in the wilderness, and go
after that which is lost, until he
find it?" When God saw that
Adam and Eve hid themselves,
He immediately called out to
Adam, "Where art thou?"
When someone is missing in
a congregation, God burdens the
heart of a true man of God, and
he is asking, "Where art thou?" It
is in God's nature to seek that
which is lost, and this is a tender
picture of God seeking that
which was lost in the beginning
of time. God could have come
into the garden yelling: "You
fools! What have you done?" Instead He tenderly called out,

"Where art thou?"
In thinking about the physical
body, if a doctor can figure out
what is wrong with you, what
about the Creator? He knows
exactly what is wrong with you
when you are physically ill. God
does not guess about anything. I
want you to think about that.
God knows all things. Everything
is organized and well ordered by
Him. The power of God intrigues
me. There are so many things
that scientists cannot figure out
about a heavenly body that is
millions of miles away, but God
knows about all things. Our God
is truly great. His church is organized, and He sets the members
in the body as it pleases Him.
There is order to God's church.
Exodus 19:16-17 states: "And
it came to pass on the third day
in the morning, that there were
thunders and lightnings, and a
thick cloud upon the mount, and
the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people
that was in the camp trembled.
And Moses brought forth the
people out of the camp to meet
with God; and they stood at the
nether part of the mount."
Exodus 20:18-19 tells us:
"And all the people saw the
thunderings, and the lightnings,
and the noise of the trumpet, and
the mountain smoking: and when
the people saw it, they removed,
and stood afar off. And they said
unto Moses, Speak thou with us,
and we will hear: but let not God
speak with us, lest we die." This
expresses the attitude that many
people have today. That is the
reason some people do not go to
church, lest God speak to them.
When you are living in sin, it
is like that great portrayal in The
Pilgrim's Progress by John Bunyan
when Christian entered a room
and someone began to sweep.
The dust got so stirred up that
Christian began to cough. The
room looked good until someone
started sweeping. Likewise, your
life may look good until the

Gospel begins to sweep and
things get stirred in your mind;
that is God working.
Allow God to Search You
The Apostle Paul said in
Romans 7:9, "For I was alive
without the law once: but when
the commandment came, sin
revived, and I died." When you
sit in a service, God will begin to
resuscitate you. You are dead in
trespasses and sins, and He
begins to uncover the sin in your
life, so then it becomes exceedingly sinful. One is only going to
move when he realizes Who he
has transgressed against.
I remember the moment
when I got saved. I got a real
vision of Jesus and how I had
sinned against Him, and it broke
my heart. When you get a real
vision of that, it will break your
heart and cause you to want to be
saved. The Gospel will search
you to reveal what your behavior
is so that you can see how dirty
sin really is.
We live in a world that is
corrupt, and people can seemingly do anything and not feel
badly about it. Do you know
why? If people were living the
Truth, it would rebuke that behavior. The saints of God are like
an antiseptic, or like a cleaner.
You need to live a holy life
before people and love the Truth.
People will recognize it.
People will do almost
anything to avoid pain. No one
wants to experience hurt. We
have to realize that the world is
lost, and people are trying to
avoid pain. We need to have a
burden for souls. We have to
overcome things with prayer and
make an effort to bring people to
the Truth. If we only had a
message of hell and damnation,
it would be tough, but we also
have a message of reconciliation,
that no matter how bad a person
is, he can be reconciled to God.
God can begin to fix things in
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their lives and make everything
that was wrong right.
We are weak in the flesh, and
we have nothing to offer anyone.
It takes the power of God to
change a person's life. Some people busy themselves with unending diversions to avoid God.
They might have used a job or a
hobby or a vice to keep themselves away from God, because
the thought of God examining
their lives is so uncomfortable.
He just keeps coming because of
love, love that cannot be
quenched. True love just keeps
seeking. May God help you to
allow Him to examine and diagnose you. If you have a problem,
you should want to know and get
it settled before eternity comes
upon you.
A minister's job is to tell
people the whole counsel of God.
He should not withhold something because it might run off
some people. Ministers are going
to have to give an account of
what they preach and of what
they say. If God shows them
what is right and they withhold
it, they are going to be held
accountable.
Remember, God wants to
help you. He does not want to
withhold any good thing from
you. He wants to reveal that
which is wrong in your life to
help you. Psalm 139:23 says,
"Search me, O God, and know
my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts." Every sinner and
every saint should open his or
her heart wide open and say as
the Psalmist David said, "Search
me, O God." What a wonderful
effect that would have! Thank
God, He wants to reveal anything wrong in people's lives
before they get to the Judgment.
He is good to all of us.
(Compact Disc TR-2131)
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Romans 5:1 Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 By whom also we have access
by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God.

3 And not only so, but we glory
in tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience;
4 And patience, experience; and
experience, hope:
5 And hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of God is

shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
6 For when we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for
the ungodly.

Brother Calvin Foster
Justified by Faith
We are justified by faith
through Jesus Christ. The word
justified means, "to be declared
free from blame." If you have
been born again, you have been
acquitted from all sin in your life,
and you are free from the penalty
of sin. In Luke, Chapter 18, Jesus
told a story about two men who
10

went into the temple to pray. One
man was a Pharisee, and the
other man was a publican, or a
tax collector. Jesus said the publican smote himself on the chest
and said, "God be merciful to me
a sinner" (verse 13). Jesus said
that man went down to his house
justified rather than the other
one, a man who was building up
himself before God.
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It is wonderful to have peace
with God. You can lie down at
night, and if you never wake up,
you can know that you have
peace with God. It will be wonderful to wake up in Glory.
Praise the Lord! Psalm 103:12
reads, "As far as the east is from
the west, so far hath he removed
our transgressions from us."
If you have been forgiven,

you can rejoice, because you are
free to live for God. Thank God,
you have left behind the sinful
things that the Lord hates. Proverbs 6:16 says, "These six things
doth the LORD hate: yea, seven
are an abomination unto him."
You have let go of the proud
look, the lying tongue, the hands
that shed innocent blood, a heart
that devises wicked imaginations, and feet that run swiftly to
mischief. You have laid aside the
things that the Lord hates and
you are justified. That means you
are just in the eyes of God, as if
you had never sinned, and you
are as innocent as a little baby
coming into the world. If a little
baby should die, his soul would
go back to God.
Jesus said in Matthew 15:1920: "For out of the heart proceed
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are the
things which defile a man [or a
woman]." If you are truly saved,
you have left all of that behind,
and now you are just as clean as
a little baby in the sight of God.
The Lord is willing to reason
with the sinner man and the sinner woman. He is pleading with
them. Sinner friend, do you want
a good life? Do you want to enjoy
life for what God has created
you? God is speaking to you. He
said in Isaiah 1:18-20: "Come
now, and let us reason together,
saith the LORD: though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they be
red like crimson, they shall be as
wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the
land [God has blessings awaiting
you]: But if ye refuse and rebel,
ye shall be devoured with the
sword: for the mouth of the LORD
hath spoken it."
A Warning to Escape Sin
God's Word is true. If you
refuse to serve the Lord, you are
not going to be blessed like God

wants you to be blessed. You are
going to miss some of His blessings if you do not let God come
into your life. When Jesus gave
the Sermon on the Mount, He
said in Matthew 5:6, "Blessed are
they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall
be filled."
If you hunger and thirst for
righteousness, Jesus said you will
be filled. If you do your part,
God will do His part. It is all up
to you regarding how spiritual
you want to be. One who does
not hunger and thirst for righteousness is not spiritual. It has
to be an important part of your
life to be close to God.
You should hunger for
righteousness as a man who is
starving for food. I want more of
Christ and more righteousness.
You will not have any more of
Christ than what you hunger for
or than what you obey God. The
psalmist said in Psalm 42:1-2: "As
the hart panteth after the water
brooks, so panteth my soul after
thee, O God. My soul thirsteth
for God, for the living God."
The Bible says in Amos 6:1,
"Woe to them that are at ease in
Zion." Some people want to sit
back and eat the fat of the land,
so to speak. They just want to eat,
drink, and be merry. When you
get hungry for God, you want
more. No matter how much I
work for God, I never want to
become satisfied that I have done
enough. I always feel a longing
in my heart to do more. I want to
spend more time with God. I am
not satisfied, and I never want
that feeling to go away. I want to
keep on panting after God.
Some people were complaining to Jesus about His eating and
drinking with sinners. Matthew
9:12 tells us, "But when Jesus
heard that, he said unto them,
They that be whole need not a
physician, but they that are sick."
If you are a sinner, God's Word
lets you know that you are sick in
your soul. Jesus went on to say in
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verse 13, "For I am not come to
call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance."
If you are not living free from
sin, you need to repent of your
sins. Evil is a bad thing for you,
and it dooms you hopelessly. The
reason you will not come to God
is that you love and desire to
continue in certain evil things, so
you make no effort to escape.
Friend, I am warning you that if
you do not escape sin when God
gives you the opportunity, you
will be very sorry that you did
not do it. Many people jump into
sin and do not want to let it go.
They enjoy the pleasure of sin,
but the Bible tells you that the
pleasure of sin is only for a season. Sin is going to do you
wrong. Wrong will do you
wrong.
It is time to get saved and
serve the Lord. Young person,
you need to come to God while
you are young, while your heart
is tender toward life and toward
God. As you get older, your
heart will become harder and
harder, and it will be more difficult to get saved. I want to encourage you, young person, to do
that which is right. Do not smoke
cigarettes or drink beer or alcohol. Do not go to nightclubs. You
should never take drugs. You do
not need to partake of these
vices. People get so addicted and
wish they could get free from
these addictions. It is easy to get
in sin, but it is not easy to get out.
I am so glad that I have been
delivered, set free, and justified
by faith. I thank God for Jesus.
One songwriter wrote, "Lord,
remind me where You brought
me from and where I could have
been."
The Great Invitation
Make no mistake, there is a
difference between one who
serves God and one who does
not serve God, no matter how
religious people try to confuse
11

you. Malachi 3:17-18 states: "And
they shall be mine, saith the
LORD of hosts, in that day when I
make up my jewels; and I will
spare them, as a man spareth his
own son that serveth him. Then
shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the
wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth
him not." There is a difference
between light and darkness. You
can tell a saved person from an
unsaved person.
In Proverbs 15:3 the Bible
says, "The eyes of the LORD are in
every place, beholding the evil
and the good." The Lord sees you
at home, at work, at school, and
at church. God sees all the secret
things that you do wherever you
are. You might tiptoe around in
the darkness, but God sees you in
the darkness.
In Luke, Chapter 14, Jesus
told the parable about people
who made excuses for not attending a great supper. You are
invited to the great supper of the
Lord. In verse 18 and verses 2023 Jesus said: "And they all with
one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I
have bought a piece of ground,
and I must needs go and see it: I
pray thee have me excused. . . .
And another said, I have married
a wife, and therefore I cannot
come [he thought he had a good
excuse].
"So that servant came, and
shewed his lord these things.
Then the master of the house
being angry said to his servant,
Go out quickly into the streets
and lanes of the city, and bring in
hither the poor, and the maimed,
and the halt, and the blind. And
the servant said, Lord, it is done
as thou hast commanded, and yet
there is room. And the lord said
unto the servant, Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my
house may be filled."
The servant did not beg
anyone to come. The master of
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the house went about his business and, in essence, said: "Go
out and invite others. If they do
not want to come, they are going
to suffer the consequences. They
are going to reap what they sow,
but they cannot say that I did not
invite them. They cannot say that
I did not beckon them to come."
Psalm 7:11 reads, "God judgeth
the righteous, and God is angry
with the wicked every day." God
is angry with the wicked, so you
should want to serve the Lord. If
you come to the Lord, you will
never regret it. Just keep digging
deeper in the things of God. The
deeper you go, the more joy you
will have and the more blessings
you will receive.
Sometimes when you buy
something new, maybe a big purchase, such as an automobile or a
house, you may get what is
called buyer's remorse after a
while. For example, you might
have to fix the roof and other
things, so you may begin to
think, "What did I do?" That is
known as buyer's remorse. When
you first get it, it is new and exciting, but then remorse can set in
when things start going bad.
I have an old truck that I call
"Old Struggle Buggy." I say, "Old
Struggle Buggy is still running."
Some people look at me and say,
"That is a 1967 Struggle Buggy." I
say, "Old Struggle Buggy is paid
for." So I do not have to worry
about buyer's remorse and wonder, "Should I have really spent
that money?"
If you really get saved, you
will say: "Why didn't I get saved
a long time ago? What have I
been waiting on? Look what I
have been missing! Now I understand why the saints rejoice.
Now I understand why the saints
leap in the aisles and shout." Excuses are not going to help you to
make it though. Some people
make excuses for bad attitudes,
bitterness, unbelief, bad habits,
hatred, unforgiveness, and
gossip.
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"They Are Without Excuse"
Some young people say, "I
am too young to be saved." No,
they are not too young to be
saved. Sometimes grown people
tell children they are too young
to be saved. They are going to be
sorry for saying that. Romans
1:20 says, "For the invisible
things of him from the creation of
the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power
and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse." You do not really have an excuse for not being
saved because God has shown
you that He is real. Excuses will
not stand at the Judgment. It is
wonderful to be justified in the
eyes of God. Just think about
that! God has forgiven me for all
that I have ever done wrong and
cast away my sins. He does not
even remember them anymore.
Luke 16:19-31 reads: "There
was a certain rich man, which
was clothed in purple and fine
linen, and fared sumptuously
every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,
which was laid at his gate, full of
sores, And desiring to be fed
with the crumbs which fell from
the rich man's table: moreover
the dogs came and licked his
sores. And it came to pass, that
the beggar died, and was carried
by the angels into Abraham's
bosom: the rich man also died,
and was buried; And in hell he
lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar
off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
"And he cried and said,
Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarus, that he
may dip the tip of his finger in
water, and cool my tongue; for I
am tormented in this flame. But
Abraham said, Son, remember
that thou in thy lifetime
receivedst thy good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things: but
now he is comforted, and thou
art tormented. And beside all

this, between us and you there is
a great gulf fixed: so that they
which would pass from hence to
you cannot; neither can they pass
to us, that would come from
thence. Then he said, I pray thee
therefore, father, that thou
wouldest send him to my father's
house: For I have five brethren;
that he may testify unto them,
lest they also come into this place
of torment.
"Abraham saith unto him,
They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he
said, Nay, father Abraham: but if
one went unto them from the
dead, they will repent. And he
said unto him, If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded, though
one rose from the dead."
If you do not believe the
Gospel, if you do not believe
men who have been saved from
their sins and who are living for
God and showing you love and
treating you right, you would not
believe one who rose from the
dead. The word repent means, "to
feel sorry for your sins, to change
and decide to change, to turn
around from evil and turn to
God, to change your thinking, to
change your way of looking at
life."
First John 3:8 reads, "He that
committeth sin is of the devil; for
the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of
God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the
devil." I am so glad that the Lord
destroyed the works of the devil
in my life. Now I am justified by
faith and I have peace with God.
I thank God that He destroyed
the works of the devil in my life.
Judgment Day Is Coming
The Apostle Paul told young
Timothy in 1 Timothy 5:22, "Lay
hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's
sins: keep thyself pure." God
does not want you to sin. James

said in James 4:7-8: "Submit
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you [pray and ask God to
help you to resist the devil].
Draw nigh to God, and he will
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your
hands, ye sinners; and purify
your hearts, ye double minded."
I hope God does not have to
flip you over in an automobile or
paralyze your body to cause you
to cry out to Him. I hope you
seek Him before anything like
that happens and before you die.
Do not die without the Lord. This
is serious! I thank God for Jesus.
Jesus told the story in Luke,
Chapter 15, about a man who
had one hundred sheep. He said
he lost one of them in the wilderness. He left the ninety-nine in
the wilderness to go looking for
one lost sheep. One soul is valuable to God Almighty.
Jesus' words are so plain and
loving in Mark 8:35-37 where He
said: "For whosoever will save
his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my
sake and the gospel's, the same
shall save it. For what shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own
soul? Or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?"
If you are saved, hold on to
God. I love the old song entitled
"Hold to God's Unchanging
Hand." The refrain reads: "Hold
to God's unchanging hand, Hold to
God's unchanging hand; Build your
hopes on things eternal, Hold to
God's unchanging hand."
Hold to God's unchanging
hand, and you will be glad you
did. When God calls and brings
it all to an end, the Bible says the
saints are going to meet the Lord
in the air and shall forever be
with the Lord. You need to stay
with the Lord. I have never regretted giving my life to the
Lord. Submit yourself to God,
resist the devil, and he will flee
from you. The Judgment Day is
coming.
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Being justified is wonderful.
John said in Revelation 20:12-15:
"And I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the
books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the
book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to their works. And the
sea gave up the dead which were
in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in
them: and they were judged
every man according to their
works. And death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake
of fire."
Verse 15 should make you
want to stay with God. That is
the two-edged sword I was talking about. You have something to
rejoice about if your name is
written in the Book of Life. Daniel Warner wrote a song entitled
"I know My Name Is There." The
first verse and refrain read:
My name is in the book of Life,
Oh, bless the name of Jesus;
I rise above all doubt and strife,
And read my title clear.
I know, I know,
My name is there;
I know, I know,
My name is written there.
Friend, do you know that
your name is written there? If it
is not, you need to get saved
now, before it is too late, and
then stay with the Lord.
(Compact Disc TR-2021)

The more of heaven
there is in your life,
the less of earth
you shall covet.
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The Master Design

Genesis 6:12-16 reads: "And
God looked upon the earth, and,
behold, it was corrupt; for all
flesh had corrupted his way
upon the earth. And God said
unto Noah, The end of all flesh is
come before me; for the earth is
filled with violence through
them; and, behold, I will destroy
them with the earth. Make thee
an ark of gopher wood; rooms
shalt thou make in the ark, and
shalt pitch it within and without
with pitch.
"And this is the fashion which
thou shalt make it of: The length
of the ark shall be three hundred
cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty
cubits [which equals approximately 450 feet x 75 feet x 45
feet]. A window shalt thou make
to the ark, and in a cubit shalt
thou finish it above; and the door
of the ark shalt thou set in the
side thereof; with lower, second,
and third stories shalt thou make
it." Genesis 6:22 says, "Thus did
Noah; according to all that God
commanded him, so did he."
Genesis 7:17 mentions the
forty days of rain, and verse 24
says the water was upon the
earth for one hundred fifty days,
which equals five months. The
waters continued to recede, and
by the tenth month they could
see the tops of the hills. Genesis
8:6-7 tells us that Noah opened
the window of the ark to send
forth a raven. Also, he sent forth
a dove, which returned, and in
14

another seven days he released a
second dove. One year and ten
days after they had entered the
ark, they were finally able to exit
it. That was a long time.
Before the Flood, God saw
that the world had become corrupt, and He was having trouble
finding righteous men. God was
angry because man had become
so wicked, so He decided to destroy everything. Noah walked
in fellowship with God. He was a
just and righteous man, and he
was blameless in his generation.
God found Noah, and He decided that He was going to save
Noah, his family, and a portion
of Creation.
Could you be that one person
that God could count on to be
just and righteous? If no one else
near you was saved, and they
were all extremely wicked and
corrupt, could you be that one
person upon whom God could
depend to build an ark to save
you and your family and the animals? Remember, Noah was just
as human as we are. God told
Noah to use gopher wood to
build the ark. I want you to notice that He was very specific in
what He wanted Noah to do.
Genesis 6:22 tells us, "Thus did
Noah; according to all that God
commanded him, so did he."
God told Noah earlier that
He was going to save him, his
wife, his sons, and his sons'
wives. I am sure they had extended family, because the sons'
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wives probably had parents and
siblings. What about them?
Maybe they had close friends.
Perhaps Noah thought, "Surely
they will come along."
Noah had a decision to make,
and he chose to go God's way.
That took a lot of dedication and
determination for Noah. Many
people thought he was crazy
because nothing like that had
ever happened. They did not
even know what rain was. Nevertheless, Noah warned them
that rain was going to come and
fill the whole earth. It would
have been easier for him to follow everyone else, but Noah
obeyed God wholeheartedly.
Noah had to be all in with God's
plan or he would have been
destroyed.
What if Noah had decided
that he did not need to follow
God's plan exactly? What if he
had thought: "This is really a lot
of wood, so I don't think I need
all those floor levels. What if I
used different wood instead of
gopher wood? What difference
would it make? What if I cut corners to save on labor, because
this is taking a long time? We
have worked months and months
on this."
There would not have been
room for all the animals, all the
food, and all of Noah's family if
he had reduced the size of the
ark by a whole floor. It would
have been really crowded. Had
he cut corners, would the ark

have lasted as long as they needed it? They were onboard the ark
for a year and ten days. That was
a long time to be cooped up with
all those animals. Had Noah cut
corners, perhaps the ark would
have capsized, flooded, or sunk.
God knew what He was doing.
We all are building a spiritual
house. The first place you start
when building is the blueprint, or
the master plan, showing one
how to build. God gives us a
blueprint to build our lives. God
did not build the ark. He gave
the instructions to Noah, and it
was up to Noah at that point.
There are consequences to everything that you do, whether it is
good or bad. If Noah had not
done exactly as he was instructed
on the blueprint, he probably
would have seen wreckage.
If you do not follow God's
blueprint exactly, you will see
wreckage in your life, maybe on
your job or in your marriage. If
you add to or subtract from the
master plan that God has for you,
you are going to see wreckage.
As you follow the blueprint, you
must talk to the Master Designer.
To show you the importance of
talking to the Master Designer, I
will illustrate it this way. When
building a literal house, suppose
the plumber wanted to go off his
own plan instead of following
the master plan. He could cross
water lines with electrical lines,
and that would be very dangerous. Everyone has to do his part
and follow the master plan,
because it all depends on working together when interlocking
everything inside the house.
When Noah was building the
ark, he did not say, "I don't know
what rain is, so I think I will wait
until it rains so I will know, and
then I will build the ark." It took
him one hundred twenty years to
build the ark, so had he waited
until it rained, he would have
been too late. Noah did not have
proof of what God told him, so
He moved by faith.

Farmers do not wait until the
spring rains come and then go
out and till the ground and plant.
If they were to do that, their
produce would not be ready to
harvest before the frost in the
fall. It would be too late. They
have to prepare the ground for
planting before the spring rain
comes, just as Noah had to prepare in advance of the rain. Noah
had to have dedication, determination, desire, and faith. He had
to work hard. This was nothing
that he had ever seen done
before. He did not have big machinery to assist in the building
of the ark. If you go to a Creation
museum, you may see some displays of how they crafted and
put the ark together, and it is
amazing that they did it all by
hand.
While Noah was building the
ark in the middle of one of the
driest places on earth, a place
where no rain had ever fallen, do
you think he was made fun of?
Do you think people called him
names? The Bible does not tell
us, but he was human, and people are human, so I am sure they
mocked and made fun of him.
Young person, right now you
are in the foundation stage,
which is very important, because
whatever you are going to make
your foundation out of is what
you will build the rest of your
spiritual house on. If you say, "I
am going to do this my way,"
you will have a faulty foundation, which could cause all kinds
of problems for you down the
road. Your house may crumble
and fall. If you do not have your
foundation built right, then how
are you going to build the rest of
your house? You have to start
your foundation right.
If I needed to have some
work done in my house and I did
not know how to do it, I would
call someone who has experience
in that field and ask for his help.
When it comes to spiritual things,
sometimes you may need to ask
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for help.
Suppose you want to build a
literal home, but instead of a
three bedroom house, you decide
that you want to build a mansion
with six bedrooms and six bathrooms, two kitchens, two living
rooms, and a four car garage.
What would that mean? It would
cost you. Who do you think will
be there for the exchange? The
devil will be there, and he is going to say: "If you want this mansion, then I need your time. You
need to work more. You probably need to work on Sundays so
you can make more money, because you deserve the best. You
might have to work over on
Wednesday nights, and you will
have to work during revivals,
camp meetings, and youth meetings. You might have time for
vacation and a little time for
yourself." You have to give your
time because you want another
plan."
The next thing the devil will
tell you to exchange is the standard. He may present that idea
to you in different ways. He may
tell you that the dress standard is
not really necessary and that it is
too strict. He will urge you to
give up a little bit. The next thing
he will work on is your morals.
He may say: "The way you have
been raised is not important, and
it is too conservative. You deserve better. You deserve a
mansion. I will give it to you, but
you have to give me the one
thing that costs the most. When
you give that to me, you can
have the mansion, and that is
going to be your salvation."
Once you give up all those
things, then what happens? The
house will not satisfy you. Maybe
it will be empty and too big and
lonely. Even mansions need repairs and things start to fall
apart, and that becomes costly.
Then you will get deeper in debt,
or deeper in sin. It was not everything you hoped for, and now
you have let down. You have
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worked and worked for this
thing, and it did not satisfy you
the way you thought it would, so
it is a huge disappointment. Then
the storms of life come along,
and where are your tools? You
gave all of them away.
You need to get advice and
counsel from others who have
experience building. When you
build a literal house, you will
need an electrician, a mason, a
plumber, and a heating and cooling expert to advise you. If you
need spiritual help, you can seek
advice from a Sunday school
teacher, your pastor, your parents, or a youth leader. It takes
lots of time to build a house. It
took Noah lots of time to build
the ark. It did not happen overnight. No doubt, progress was
slow. The same is true with you,
young person. You are not going
to see the finished product of
what God wants to do with you
right now. You are not going to
have your whole heart's desire
tomorrow or the minute you
graduate from school. It is not
going to work that way. It is a
gradual process. It takes time to
correctly build your house.

If you are eighteen years old
and you have graduated from
school, you have been given the
keys to the world. Do not make a
big decision regarding some of
these things if you have not
talked to the Master Designer or
to people who have been there
before. Do not say, "I am going to
attend this college clear across
the United States" or "I am going
to take this amazing job somewhere far away where there is no
true church to attend." If you are
not in the will of God, it is not
going to work. You need to seek
the Master Designer.
Sometimes in life when you
look at the blueprint, you may
think: "This does not make sense,
God. Why is this one part taking
so long? What is happening in
this area? What am I doing
wrong?" It is because you do not
see the big picture. You can get
hung up and want to say, "Ok,
this is not how I imagined my life
to be." Remember, God has the
master design. He has done it
before. You are not the first human being that He has made.
I am not an electrician, so I
could not go into my house and

say: "I think I will take this light
fixture down and put up a ceiling
fan." That could be a rude awakening. I would probably get
shocked. I would not try to tackle
things that I do not know anything about without seeking
expert advice. Likewise, you
should not tackle things in life
that you do not know anything
about. You are only going to get
hurt or cause extra damage.
Therefore, you need to seek help,
ask questions, and be open minded to change and advice. Why?
God is the Master Designer, and
His plan is better than you can
imagine. It is better than the
mansion that you might envision
and better than that extra repair
that you would have to do because you cut things out of God's
plan. God will supply the tools,
the supplies, and the instructions
you need, but He is not going to
build your house for you. What
are you going to do with the
master design? The decision is
yours, but remember, so is the
final product.
Sister Victoria Miller

What Would Jesus Answer?
A man once said to a servant of the
Lord, "I am such a helpless, miserable
sinner. There is no hope for me. I have
prayed, resolved, tried, and vowed until I
am sick of my unavailing efforts."
"Do you believe that Christ died for our
sins, and rose again?" was the reply.
"Of course, I do."
"If He were here on earth in bodily and
visible form, what would you do?"
"I would go to Him at once."
"What would you say to Him?"
"I would tell Him that I'm a lost
sinner."
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"What would you ask Him?"
"I would ask Him to forgive and save
me."
"What would He answer?"
The man was silent. "What would He
answer?" At last the light came into his
eyes, and a smile of peace stole over his
face as he whispered, "He would answer,
'I will.'" The man went away believing,
rejoicing with joy unspeakable and full of
glory. Since that time, he has been
working faithfully for Christ who saved
him.
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As I begin my testimony, I
would like to give you a little
background. My husband and I
got married, and then we had
our first two babies with no difficulties. Our third baby was six
weeks early but seemed to be
well. Our fourth baby was also
born six weeks early but still
very healthy. However, at six
weeks of age, she contracted
whooping cough, also known as
Pertussis. One Thursday she
would not eat and her skin tone
looked really gray, so we took
her to the emergency room. They
sent us home and said she was
fine. The next day, she got a little
worse, so we took her back to the
emergency room, and they sent
us home again. On Saturday we
returned to the emergency room,
and she quit breathing as they
were examining her.
On the third night that
Kendall was in the hospital, the
doctors put her on a heart, lung,
and kidney bypass machine so
her lungs could heal. On the
fourth day, her body started rejecting it and her heart started
going a little floppy, which they
called a "floppy heart." Therefore, they had to change her lung
bypass to a heart bypass. When
they changed it to a heart bypass, you could see how red and
swollen she was. She went from
being eight pounds, five ounces,
to more than sixteen pounds
within a twenty-four-hour period. She swelled up like a balloon, and her body turned bright
red. They put a feeding tube in
her nose because they were trying to give her a little bit of fluid
since she had not eaten for a few
days.
We celebrated our daughter
Brooklynn's second birthday at

the hospital in the cafeteria. My
family came to celebrate with us,
and as we w e r e ha v ing
Brooklynn's birthday party, the
hospital staff called and said
Kendall was having severe
seizures. We hurried back upstairs, and that is when they
attached the EEG to her head and
realized that she had a blood clot
in her brain, which could have
caused her to have a stroke. They
read her brain activity to see
where the clot was and if it would
dissolve or move on. At the time,
they said it was in a bad spot and
would probably cause her to have
a stroke. They said a stroke would
probably cause some of her body
parts to be paralyzed.
Also, at that point, her hands
and feet had turned black because
she had lost oxygen to them. What
happens is that the bypass machine keeps the body's core alive
by keeping all the vital organs
running, yet her limbs lacked oxygen. Because her hands and feet
had turned black, they spoke to us
about amputation. We decided
that if God was going to heal her,
He was going to heal her completely, and we told them, "We
are praying and asking for a miracle, and if God is going to do it,
we know He will do a complete
job."
On day forty-nine, Kendall
opened her eyes for the first time
since we had been there. She was
paralyzed for about fifty days. A
couple of days later, she had a
bad spell and could not keep her
oxygen saturation levels (called
SATS) up, so they called in a team
of doctors to figure out what to do
next. They had already decided
they were going to take her off the
bypass machine that week, because they do not usually run it
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past fourteen days. They decided
to go ahead and take her off, but
said she probably would not live.
They had talked to us about different options of what to do if
she did not make it. They tried to
remove her one time from the
machine and she failed, so they
said they did not normally put a
child back on the machine after
removal, but they would give her
one more chance. They waited
three days and then hooked her
back up to the machine. Three
days later, they were able to take
her off the machine. Around day
sixty-four in the hospital was the
first time they let our other children in to see her.
I want to pause here and say
that my husband and I could not
have gone through all of that
without the help and support of
the church and my family. They
took care of our children so that
we could focus on our baby. We
were torn in so many directions
because we have other children,
yet we had a baby who was in a
very critical condition. I am
thankful for all the help that we
received.
After Kendall had been in the
hospital for seventy-eight days, I
got to hold her for the first time
since she had been admitted. We
had not been allowed to even
touch her because the oil from
our hands could have caused her
skin to burn because of the light
on her and the many different
machines. As a mother, it was a
very difficult time to be unable to
touch or hold my baby. I was so
excited when I finally got to hold
her.
Soon they began to remove
her from the many machines and
placed her on a machine called
an oscillator, which shook her
lungs and helped her breathe.
She did really well with that, and
the next step was a regular ventilator. She did quite well with that
too. The next step was to put in a
trach. About three days after she
got her trach placed, she began to
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gain weight and do really well.
We were still two months
from getting to go home, but we
knew there was a going home
date, so we started what they
called "homeward bound." They
gave us a list of things to complete before we could go home.
They started to let our other children visit on the weekends,
because they want all siblings to
be close. I would spend all week
with Kendall and on the weekends my husband and I tried to
have all our children at the
hospital with us.
When we finally got to go
home, she had a trach, a ventilator, a feeding G-tube, and oxygen. Also, she was on an apnea
machine to make sure she was
breathing properly day and
night. We had to keep checking
her oxygen levels with the
oximeter because when someone
has a trach, there is always a
possibility of developing a clog
in the trach, which would necessitate a trach change. I thank
God for all that He has brought
us through. It has been a very
difficult trial. She was able to get
her trach removed about three
years ago, and her belly hole
closed up. She has been doing
very well.
On March 20, 2019, two days
before it had all happened four
years earlier, I laid her down for
a nap and went into another
room. Suddenly I heard a
strange noise. When I went to
check on Kendall, she was having a seizure, so I called 911.
They took about thirty-seven
minutes to get there, and her
seizure lasted about forty-nine
minutes. By the time the paramedics arrived, she was completely blue. I tried giving her
some air, but she was seizing too
hard.
When they got there, they
bagged her and brought her
back, and they intubated her in
our home because she was so
blue. Of course, the devil was
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right there to tell me that she was
going to die. Then I thought: "God
has not brought us this far to
leave us. He would not do all
those mighty miracles in her life
and then drop us." As I was talking to the 911 operator, I was
praying: "God, please don't let her
die."
I could not have gone through
all of this without God. I am so
thankful for the constant prayers
of my family and the saints. People called and texted me, saying:
"We are praying. God is going to
bring you through."
I used to think that everyone
has healthy kids, but they do not.
They can be born healthy, but
unexpected medical emergencies
can arise. I want you to realize
how valuable and precious life is,
and it can change in a split second
of time. One Thursday evening
we were in church in a revival
service, and I thought everything
was fine. I was holding my baby,
my other children and my husband were sitting next to me, and
everything was happy. Three
days later, my baby was being life
flighted to the children's hospital
in our area. We were told she had
only a 9 percent chance to live.
Life can change so quickly! I am
so very thankful for how good
God has been to us.
As of this past December, we
have been married for seventeen
years. We have five children, and
we are very busy, but I do not
want to fail to stop and give God
praise. He has brought us through
victory after victory. I tell my children all the time: "Does God do
miracles? Yes, He does miracles!"
He does miracles every day for
us.
When Kendall had the
seizures and the blood clot in her
brain, the seizures caused one eye
to torque in. It pulled one nerve
really tight and loosened the other
nerve and caused her eye to be
drawn. Therefore, she now has to
wear glasses. Wearing glasses has
been a struggle for Kendall, but I
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told her that God is going to help
her and that she will not always
have to wear them. I am looking
forward to the day when she
does not have to wear glasses. If
God can heal her from the terrible dreaded disease that she got,
He can heal her eyes.
The night we took Kendall to
the hospital for the first time, I
had gotten up to sing with the
quartet, "I'll Have Faith in You,
Lord." At that time, little did I
know how much those words
would mean to me. I am thankful
that He gave us grace.
Sometimes I reflect back and
think about how God moved on
Kendall. She could be without
hands and feet. At one point,
every day the medical personnel
would come in and put the ultrasound machine on her hands and
say, "No pulse yet," and her
hands would still be black. Then
one day they said: "We think we
hear a pulse." So, just to recheck
it, they brought in another ultrasound machine and they put it on
her hands and said: "She has a
pulse!" Had God not turned that
around, her hands and feet could
have been gone. I am so thankful
that God moved on her. You do
not think about how important
all of that is until you are there.
I could not have made it
through those months that we
were at the hospital had it not
been for the Bible truths and the
steadfastness that I had been
taught my whole life. Many
nights in the hospital, the Scripture verses and songs that I had
learned as I grew up came to my
mind, and God would say, "I'm
here for you." I am thankful for
that. God never fails. You need to
make sure that you live for God,
because you are going to need
Him. In your darkest hour, you
will be thankful that you took the
time to serve Him.
Sister Rebekah Shumaker

John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

Brother Allen Polston
"Let Not Your Heart
Be Troubled"
In our Scripture lesson, Jesus
was speaking to His disciples at
a time when some great changes
were on the horizon. Just right
out ahead of Him, He was going
to depart from their midst, and
that was going to be a really devastating event. Change is not
easy. We get very accustomed to
things being a certain way, and
the thought of change really troubles the heart. Even good
changes can seem a little unset-

tling because we are unsure of
how things will work. So it was
with the disciples in this lesson.
Their hearts were troubled when
the Lord said in verse 27b of this
same chapter, "Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be
afraid."
There is something that can
help your troubled heart. If there
are some things out ahead of
you, something that involves
serious changes, it might have
your heart troubled, but there is
help for every troubled heart.
There is something that can calm
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the fears that you feel when
certain subjects are mentioned.
When I was living in sin, I
did not like to hear people talk
about eternity or eternal damnation in hell. Those things troubled me. I did not even like to
listen to certain songs or to be a
part of things that talked about
those subjects. There are all kinds
of songs in the world, and one
song says, "I am on the highway
to hell." That song troubled me so
badly. I did not like to listen to it
when it would come on the
radio.
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If you will be honest, certain
things trouble you, especially if
you are not a Christian. I want
you to know that God has something that can help the troubled
heart. Jesus said, "Let not your
heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me." According to what Jesus said, it is possible to believe in God and yet
need something more.
In a lot of places where
people gather, even in some
rough places, if I were to ask a
group of people the question,
"How many of you believe in
God?" a lot of those people
would probably raise their
hands. Even if I were to enter a
tavern and stop the music and
whatever was going on and ask,
"How many of you people in this
bar believe in God?" I would
venture to say that quite a few
hands would go up, even among
people living in ways that are
openly defiant from the Bible.
I do not like to spend a lot of
time on the Internet or on social
media, but I do use social media.
Sometimes I see prayer requests
from people all over the country,
and people all over the world
add comments that they are
praying. They say they are going
to God on behalf of this one or
that one. Sometimes people who
are living in every way imaginable say they are praying. This
tells me that a lot of people have
come to the place where they say,
"I do believe in God, and I believe that God exists." I am not
going to fault anyone for that,
but my question is, Can a person
really believe in God and yet
need something more?
Is Something Missing
in Your Life?
In John 14:6 Jesus said, "I am
the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me." I am convinced that
an individual can believe in God
and yet have something missing.
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People can have a head knowledge of God and not have Him in
the heart.
I remember the first Saturday
after I was saved. I was saved on
a Wednesday night, April 21,
1993, about 8:25 p.m. There was
an all-day meeting on Saturday.
Brother Larry Dishman told me
that I ought to go to that meeting,
because it would be like a shot in
the arm, so to speak. So I went to
that meeting. A brother and sister got up and sang the song, "Do
You Know How It Feels?" The
first verse of the song reads, "Do
you know how it feels to know something's missing? To hear a still
small voice that you just keep dismissing? Do you know how it feels
to be troubled inside? To think just
for you on a cross someone died?"
The more they sang, the less I
could hold my seat. I like to rejoice in the good things of God. I
remember raising my hand. I
thought, "They are singing about
something that I know about."
I wonder how many people
say they believe in God but there
is still something missing. Has
something been tugging on your
heart? Has Someone been speaking to you? Have you been hearing a still, small voice because
something is missing in your life?
It is very possible to believe in
God in one sense and yet need
something more.
The disciples believed in
God, yet they were not convinced entirely of Jesus Christ.
Now, they were with Him, and
they had witnessed Him do
many miraculous things. When I
think of this Christian way, there
are some very impressive things
that can be witnessed around the
Truth. When somebody is sick in
body and feeling down and God
comes along and does something
that defies what the physicians
can do, that is amazing! That
makes us feel encouraged. When
someone has a really serious
problem that they are battling
and the saints pray and things
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begin to take place and that problem gets resolved, that is encouraging! It causes people to believe,
but it takes more than that.
The disciples had been with
Jesus for approximately three
and a half years, and they had
witnessed Him do great things,
but they needed something more
than just being with Jesus in
those different places that they
were in, because their faith was
sometimes strong and sometimes
it was not. John 1:29 tells us, "The
next day John seeth Jesus coming
unto him, and saith, Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world." Later, in
Matthew 11:3, when John was in
prison, he sent two of his disciples to Jesus to ask, "Art thou he
that should come, or do we look
for another?" John was very
tossed about this.
I find a lot of people in the
same position. Many people
sitting in the church pews are
confused. One moment they are
really encouraged and believe
God, but other times they are
moving in another direction.
Serving God Takes More
Than a Profession
People can believe in God
and yet be tossed. They may be
moved back and forth. The disciples believed in God, and Jesus
said in our Scripture text, "Ye
believe in God, believe also in
me." In modern terms another
way of saying this would be,
"You believe in God, believe also
in holy living" or "You believe in
God, believe also in faithfulness"
or "You believe in God, believe in
following the example that Jesus
set forth when He had done no
sin, neither was guile found in
His mouth." In other words, you
should not just say you believe in
God and then go out and live any
way you choose. Living for God
is more than that.
Being a Christian and making
Heaven your home and avoiding

hell is more than that. It is more
than simply saying, "I believe in
God." Some people think they
can say that and then live any
way they want to live. A man can
believe in God and yet be in a
position where he needs more.
The disciples were in that
position.
We really love the Truth, and
it may seem easy to uphold the
Truth and to be that ground and
pillar of the Truth, but a pillar
has a lot of pressure on it. A pillar that upholds a building has a
lot of pressure on it. It is much
easier to uphold the Truth and
maintain the Truth when we all
are meeting together daily and
not worried about things, but it
takes more than attending a
meeting together.
Serving God takes more than
just going to an altar of prayer. It
takes something that was necessary back in Jesus' day. Jesus was
working to convince people, but
He was saddened because He
knew something was yet pending. He was not disappointed
that they were in this position.
He was fulfilling every prophecy
that had been told in advance of
His coming. His main objective
was to do all the works that He
needed to do.
Jesus was carrying out all
those works perfectly, because
He said that was what really
would testify of Him. How was
that going to testify of Him? God
had been laying it on the hearts
of the prophets down through
the ages of time, prophesying,
"This is what is going to happen."
Therefore, when Jesus came, He
was on a mission to fulfil all
those things and to set them all in
the right place. However, something more was needed to
confirm the whole thing.
Jesus warned that false
christs would arise. There is a
danger in false doctrines and
false teachings. Peter said there
were false prophets back then,
and there are false prophets

today. There are going to be
those who will rise up and say, "I
am Christ." Although you may
not see ones standing up and
claiming to be Christ, we do see a
lot of people falsely saying they
are Christians.
Having a Know-So Salvation
Jesus was fulfilling everything that had been told about
Him, everything that had been
written about Him and prophesied. He was finishing the work,
and in the midst of that, these
disciples were with Him, learning and experiencing things, but
they were not fully persuaded, at
least not yet. However, a day
was coming when it was all going to come together. There was
coming a day when it was all
going to be confirmed.
In John 14:18-20 Jesus said:
"I will not leave you comfortless:
I will come to you. Yet a little
while, and the world seeth me no
more; but ye see me: because I
live, ye shall live also. At that
day ye shall know that I am in
my Father, and ye in me, and I in
you." What was He saying? He
was telling His disciples, "At that
day you are going to know it." It
was not going to be wishywashy. It was not going to be,
"Well, maybe I want to be
Church of God and maybe I
don't." I am glad that God can
give us the ability to know. We
do not have to go around guessing and doubting and wondering. I am telling you about a God
who can confirm this with your
soul. He can confirm this thing in
your life to where you can know
that you are saved. You can
know that you are sanctified.
You can know that you are on
your way to Heaven. You can
know that God is working in
your life. I am talking about a
God who can help you to know
it.
In writing to the congregation
at Corinth, Paul said in 2 CorinGospelTrumpeter.com • February 2021

thians 3:17-18: "Now the Lord is
that Spirit: and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty. But
we all, with open face beholding
as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord." Paul
was telling them that God can
make some changes. God can
bring about good changes in
your life. You need some things
to improve in your life. I am telling you about a God who can do
that for you.
There may be a period of
time when you are thinking
things through and wondering,
but when the glory begins to
come down and God begins to
make it sure to your soul, you
can go away knowing that you
are saved and set apart for the
work of God, knowing that you
have been blessed and called of
God to do a work, to do what His
will says to do. You can know
without a doubt that you are on
your way to Heaven and doing a
work for God. You can know,
"This is the way God wants me to
live." Even as by the Spirit of the
Lord, He can make salvation
glorious to you. He can bring it
in a glorious fashion.
"The Righteousness of
God Revealed"
Romans 1:15-17 reads: "So, as
much as in me is, I am ready to
preach the gospel to you that are
at Rome also. For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also
to the Greek. For therein is the
righteousness of God revealed
from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith."
The righteousness of God, not
self-righteousness, is revealed
from faith to faith, from the time
of hearing to the time of believing. You can come in to a service,
and God can send a message. It
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may go out a lot of different
ways to a lot of people, but in the
midst of that, God is confirming
things, making things known,
and convincing. It requires more
than just reading from the Bible.
That is part of it, but it requires
more than that.
Second Thessalonians 2:13
states, "But we are bound to give
thanks alway to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth." The
Spirit of God does the work by
confirming what is right and by
helping you to understand what
is accurate and on target from
faith to faith.
These disciples believed in
God, but they were not fully convinced of the identity of Jesus
Christ. There was more coming,
and there was more available.
There was more that was being
offered, and the more was that
Jesus had finally come. The long
awaited arrival of the Son of
God, the Lamb of God, the Messiah, had come. He was here, and
He was confirming it by finishing
all the works that His Father had
sent Him to do. People can believe in the existence of God, but
they needed something more. It
was a matter of one thing that
was going to also come together
and make it completely convincing. What was it? The coming of
the Holy Ghost.
The Spirit of God was going
to make it all believable. He was
going to confirm it all, and that is
what we need yet today to con-

firm Truth. We have wonderful
messages of Truth, but we need
more than just a head knowledge
of that. We need it in our hearts,
so that it will cause us to go out
and spread it to others to let it be
made known.
Confirming the Truth
What is needed to spread the
Truth? The same thing that the
disciples needed and that one
day they received. When they got
it, they did not crawl up in a corner somewhere and hunker
down and refuse to do anything
for God. They went right out into
the streets. They looked right in
the face of opposition and said,
"You people crucified the Son of
God, the Savior." They were on
fire for God.
God has called us to labor
and to take these wonderful
Truths and begin to let them be
made known. If that is going to
happen, it is going to take more
than just saying it. If you are going to be able to carry this wonderful Truth to your family, your
coworkers, and your friends, you
need the power of God's Spirit
behind it. It would be wonderful
if you could be very persuaded
and very convinced of the messages that you have heard. Do
you know what it is going to
take? It will take humbling yourself before God and saying:
"God, fill me with Your Spirit.
Fill me afresh, not because I do
not believe in You, because I do,
but because a man can believe in
God and yet need something
more."

We each come to times when
we need a fresh infilling of God's
Holy Spirit. The disciples in the
Book of Acts, not just one time,
but several times, knelt and
prayed: "Lord, fill me. I want to
take what You have given me. I
want to be so convinced of it that
nothing can change my mind. If I
hit some major obstacles, that is
not going to matter, because
those things are not going to
move me. I want to be totally
persuaded, totally convinced,
and ready for this to work for
others."
The psalmist said in Psalm
34:8, "O taste and see that the
LORD is good: blessed is the man
that trusteth in him." Do you
know what people need? They
need to taste of the Lord. How
are they going to do that? They
can taste of the Lord in your life
through the fruit that you
produce.
The disciples believed in
God, and Jesus said to believe
also in Him. There came a time
when they were on their knees
praying, and God gave them the
power so that they could embrace that message and take it
forth to others.
Do you need to kneel down
and say, "God, fill me afresh with
the presence of God"? God can
do that. In one place Jesus said
that where two or three are gathered in His name, He will be in
the midst. The key is to be gathered in His name. God can give
you the ability to confirm Truth if
you will ask for it.
(Compact Disc TR-2137)

TWO BEARS
In a village lived an older couple who often had sharp quarrels. Everybody in town knew how they
quarreled. Suddenly they quit quarrelling, and they were never heard to dispute after that. The
townsfolk wondered what made the change, and at last one brave woman asked.
The wife said: "Two bears did it, which we found in the Bible: 'Bear ye one another's burdens,' and
'Forbearing one another' in love."
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Philippians 3:1 Finally, my
brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To
write the same things to you, to me
indeed is not grievous, but for you it
is safe.
2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil
workers, beware of the concision.
3 For we are the circumcision,
which worship God in the spirit, and
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in the flesh.
4 Though I might also have
confidence in the flesh. If any other
man thinketh that he hath whereof
he might trust in the flesh, I more:
5 Circumcised the eighth day,
of the stock of Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the
Hebrews; as touching the law, a
Pharisee;
6 Concerning zeal, persecuting
the church; touching the righteous-

ness which is in the law, blameless.
7 But what things were gain to
me, those I counted loss for Christ.
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all
things but loss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord: for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them
but dung, that I may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not
having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by
faith:
10 That I may know him, and
the power of his resurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his death;
11 If by any means I might
attain unto the resurrection of the
dead.

12 Not as though I had already
attained, either were already perfect:
but I follow after, if that I may
apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus.
13 Brethren, I count not myself
to have apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before,
14 I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is
rich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith he loved us,
5 Even when we were dead in
sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
6 And hath raised us up
together, and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

Brother Irwin Sesher
Christ Is Still the Same Today
As I was preparing for this
message, I was thinking about
how the spirit of selfishness is
running rampant throughout our
country. It seems that most

people are looking out for themselves and do not care about
individuals who are sick, needy,
desolate, lonely, and even on the
verge of suicide. As saints of
God, we need to get a tighter
grip on Jesus Christ. This world
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is changing very quickly, and at
times it is difficult to keep up
with it.
We need Jesus in our everyday living to help us and guide
us in everything we say and do.
Without Him we would be swept
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away by evil spirits that are
working. Christian friend, there
are forces that are trying to lure
you away from the graciousness
of Jesus. There is a spirit working
in many people's lives today.
They do not want anybody to tell
them what to do or to instruct
them about what they should or
should not do. You can see this
type of spirit working on people
in the stores, at the shopping
malls, on the job, in the schools,
and on the highway. Just about
everywhere you go, you can see
people who have been overtaken
by independent spirits. In some
cases, it has even slipped into the
pulpits. How do we know that it
has crept into the pulpits? A lot
of preachers do not preach the
Truth anymore.
Many people do not want to
hear the Bible standard or hear
about what God can do for their
individual lives. We need Jesus
Christ more than anything. Away
with the spirit that causes people
to think they can do anything in
this flesh and get by. We need
Jesus to lead, direct, and guide us
in our daily walk. Too many people think they do not need the
Gospel. Those who think that
way need it more than anyone.
We all need it, and we need men
of God and pastors to stand on
the wall to declare the Word of
God.
When we go out into the
world today, we need to make
sure that we are walking in all
the commandments that God has
placed before us. If you say you
have Jesus Christ, your outward
man ought to be radiating Him.
The devil does not want you to
give praise to God. He does not
want you to keep a smile on your
face. He wants you to sit back in
a corner somewhere and let
someone else do it all. We all
need to praise God and thank
Him for His goodness. You need
to let the world know that something is different about the way
you live. Away with the spirit
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that wants you to keep quiet
about the things of God. This is
something to get excited about!
As a Christian, you should
want the world to see that you
have something in your life that
they do not have, something that
they need. They need to see
Christ in your speech, in your
mannerism, in your daily walk,
and in your dress. In too many
cases, people cannot tell where
the church ends and where the
world begins. If you are really a
child of God, you will dress
modestly. That is just the way it
is.
Why is it that some people's
dress standard is no longer in
accordance with the Bible standard the way it used to be? They
cannot blame the Lord. His
power is the same yesterday,
today, and forever. He still wants
to work today as He did back in
the olden times. He is still God,
and we should still represent
Him and what He has done for
us.
This spirit of being independent has moved across our land,
and many people claim to have
everything they need, but do
they have Jesus? Saint of God,
please beware. Do not let the
spirit of materialism replace your
walk with God. Whatever you
have in the bank could quickly
disappear. I am thankful that we
serve One who is the same yesterday, today, and forever. A lot
of times people have plenty of
material wealth, but they leave
God out of the picture. Do not
forget that the Lord is the One
who blessed you with all those
things.
Producing Positive Change
in Your Life
I read an article one time that
stated that we must fill our lives
with God's Word to become like
Jesus. Second Timothy 3:17 says,
"That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished
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unto all good works." The Word
of God is alive. I am thankful that
we are not reading a dead book.
This Book has the world's
answers. If people would just
read it, they would see that, and
there would be fewer problems
in marriages and in raising
children.
I am amazed at how some
children dictate to their parents
what they want, and the parents
just look at them and smile. If I
had done that once to my parents, I would not have done it
again. Parents need to stand up
and be parents. Our world has
everything so jumbled, and many
people do not respect authority.
Many people do not take instructions because they do not go to
the Bible for instructions. They
read other books by this doctor
and that doctor, and those doctors do not even have a Christian
background. Why do they not go
to the Word of God where things
are made plain?
The Word of God is alive,
and it is full of living examples
that we can apply to our lives.
You should not think, "Well,
those things happened back in
the Bible times, and they will
never happen again." They could
easily happen today. When God
speaks, things change, and they
are still changing today. The
Word of God will change a man,
a woman, a boy, or a girl. I know
what God did for me, and He can
do the same for you. God's Word
generates life. If you get depressed, you need to go to the
Bible, because it brings hope and
inspires faith. Thank God, it will
produce positive change in your
life. If you are saved, you are a
living testimony that it produces
change.
When you get a little down
and the devil is after you, you
can quote Scripture to him. He
cannot stand for you to quote
Scripture. Also, you could sing a
Gospel song.
You may say, "The devil will

not leave me alone." Are you
compromising with the devil? If
you do, you are not going to win.
He has been working on that a
lot longer than you have been
alive. You need to come back at
him with some things that he
cannot stand. He cannot stand to
hear the Word of God or songs of
praise to God.
I thank God for the miracle of
salvation. If it was not for salvation, we would not be able to
enjoy the things of God. If it was
not for the miracle of salvation,
who knows where we would be.
This miracle will cause you to be
a sinner one day and a saint the
next.
Transforming Power
The Word of God can heal
hurts. Are you hurt? Do you feel
discouraged or depressed?
Thank God, you can receive help
by getting into the Word of God.
You can get the healing balm that
will soothe your hurt, encourage
you, and bring you out of depression. The Word of God
builds character and gives you
strength to fight the enemy. It
will strengthen you so that you
can be a witness on the job or
wherever you go.
The Word of God can transform circumstances. God can
change your situation around
completely. Right when you
think there is no hope, right
when you think you have been
backed into a corner and there is
nowhere to go, God can flip that
around. How excited are you
about the things of God?
The Word of God imparts joy,
overcomes the adversity, and
gives you victory over temptations. The Word of God infuses
hope and releases power. Some
people think the Bible is just
another book. My, what a wonderful Book! It is the best Book
there is. Do you realize what you
have at your disposal? You need
to use it and apply it to your life.

You should take your Bible to the
house of God with you. The
Word of God can cleanse your
mind. It can bring things into
being and guarantee your future
throughout the ceaseless age of
eternity.
Spiritually speaking, you
cannot live without the Word of
God. You should never take it for
granted. God's Word is the spiritual nourishment that you must
have to fulfill your purpose in
life. John 8:31-32 reads: "Then
said Jesus to those Jews which
believed on him, If ye continue in
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall
make you free."
I thank God for freedom.
Each and every day that we
serve God, we should become
freer. We are free from the things
of this old world. We do not have
any desire to go back to the
world. If you start letting down,
that is when the world starts getting attractive. If you keep the
Word of God in the right perspective in your life, you will not
want to go back to the things of
this world.
The Prophet Isaiah wrote in
Isaiah 4:1, "And in that day seven
women shall take hold of one
man, saying, We will eat our own
bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy
name, to take away our reproach
[or blame]." This Scripture is a
clear picture of an independent
spirit. If you have been overtaken
by an independent spirit, it will
be very difficult for you to see
your own need. If you cannot see
the need in your heart, you will
be very quick to point out the
faults of others.
We are living in a world
where some people like to pick at
the faults of others. They may try
to find out why some are doing
certain things and seemingly
getting by. Well, let me assure
you that no one is getting by. You
need to take care of your own
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needs first. Eating their own
bread and wearing their own
apparel shows that they wanted
to do what they wanted to do.
They wanted to do things their
own way instead of God's way,
and they had no desire for spiritual guidance.
Sad to say, when people want
to eat their own bread and wear
their own apparel, yet they still
want to be called the people of
God, there is a problem. When
you get saved, you should want
to have a clear distinction between the world and the church.
If not, you will not move up on
the spiritual ladder. When you
are not growing the way you
need to, there is a tendency to
have the flesh on display.
A New Heart and a New Spirit
We need to be thankful for
the Holy Spirit. Jesus said in John
4:24, "God is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must worship
him in spirit and in truth." You
have to be spiritual in order to be
blessed by the Holy Spirit. You
have to get the flesh out of the
way. When the flesh is on display, a lot of times deceit, envy,
jealousy, and anger rise to the
surface. It is so sad to see people
try to worship God over the top
of all that. It is terrible when
someone is trying to worship
God and deep down in the heart
that person is harboring anger,
bitterness, or jealousy. Friend,
you cannot worship God over
top of any one of those things.
You need to get rid of those
things in order to worship God.
Sinner friend, the Lord has good
things in store for you if you will
give your heart to Him.
Ezekiel 18:28-31 tells us:
"Because he considereth, and
turneth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed,
he shall surely live, he shall not
die. Yet saith the house of Israel,
The way of the Lord is not equal.
O house of Israel, are not my
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ways equal? are not your ways
unequal? Therefore I will judge
you, O house of Israel, every one
according to his ways, saith the
Lord GOD. Repent, and turn
yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be
your ruin. Cast away from you
all your transgressions, whereby
ye have transgressed; and make
you a new heart and a new spirit:
for why will ye die, O house of
Israel?"
In order to be spiritually
successful, your eagerness for the
Word of God and the Spirit of
God have to be strong. How excited are you about the things of
God? You cannot serve God halfheartedly. You have to give Him
all you have. This will determine
whether or not you make Heaven
your eternal home. You will not
get a second chance. You are
choosing either Heaven or hell.
The enemy will tell you that you
cannot make it. He does not want
you to praise God, and he will
tell you that it is not necessary
for you to be in the house of God,
but you need to be in there
whenever the doors are open if
you possibly can. If you start
missing church, the world is going to start wondering why you
are not there. As a Christian, you
are to please God, and you need
to do the things that please Him.
Psalm 122:1 reads, "I was
glad when they said unto me, Let
us go into the house of the LORD."
I am glad when it is time to go to
church, whether it is revival time,
camp meeting time, or the regular services. There is always
something exciting going on. The
very service that you miss might
have been the service you needed most.
It is exciting to be called a
child of God. It is wonderful to
be called by His name. Salvation
makes you happy and lifts your
spirit. Salvation is wonderful! It
is remarkable, and it is something that you cannot find adequate words to describe. It is a
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glorious experience! Salvation
takes you out of the pit of sin and
puts you on the highway of holiness. It takes away the desire to
sin and outs the Spirit of God
within you. He will clean you up
and keep you clean.
I am glad that I am saved. He
has changed my life. He put a
new spirit within me, and now
all things are new. The world
does not understand it, and we
do not understand the world.
What association does darkness
have with light? There was a
time when I wanted to be around
that crowd, but now I desire to
be around the saints of God. You
may say, "Well, if I get saved, I
will lose all my friends." The
Lord will give you new friends.
Why will He give you new
friends? Because you will have
new desires.
Has Your Life Truly Changed?
How eager are you for the
things of God? Do you feel that
you can do more for the Lord
than what you are doing? Do you
feel that you can put forth more
effort and give Him wholehearted service? If you are ever
going to work for the Lord, you
need to get to work right now. In
Matthew 9:37-38 Jesus said to His
disciples: "The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are
few; Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that he will send
forth labourers into his harvest."
People are looking for
changed lives. A changed life is
where an individual talks right
and walks right. The world today
is getting tired of seeing double
standards. Some people like to be
called a saint on Sunday, but
they live like the devil on Monday through Saturday. A true
saint of God lives right seven
days a week, every day of the
year. That is the way the world
expects a true child of God to
live. The world really does know
how a Christian should live. We
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really do not know what some
people are seeking, but a lot of
times they are seeking something
better.
If you do not have the Spirit
of God in your heart and life, you
are filled with the spirit of this
old world. That spirit will get
you involved in things that you
never thought you would get
involved in.
I am thankful for the Word of
God. All the things that you read
from the Word of God will keep
you. If you are having trouble in
your home, the Bible will show
you exactly how to get it straightened out. It is good for anything
that you need in your life. Are
you just as eager now for the
things of God as you were when
you first got saved or has it become dull to you? Being a child
of God is not dull. Has the Word
of God or this way of living become unappealing? That should
not be. Living this life should
become more and more appealing. If you are truly a child of
God living for the Lord, this way
is not boring. This is success in
action.
I like to see things in action.
You can tell me how good a
washing machine is, but I would
not know how good it is until I
could see it in action and see the
results. Psalm 107:1-2 says: "O
give thanks unto the LORD, for he
is good: for his mercy endureth
for ever. Let the redeemed of the
LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the
enemy." We all were once under
the hand of the enemy, but there
is victory in Jesus today.
(Compact Disc TR-697M)

NO MAN EVER
REGRETTED
CHRISTIANITY ON
HIS DEATHBED.

[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

there is danger in procrastination. Great calamity can befall
those who put off their soul's
salvation. Why? No one knows
when death will come and cut off
the possibility of getting right
with Him. Remember, every day
you remain under sin's dominion, eternal doom awaits you.
"Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of
salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2). "To
day if ye will hear his voice,
Harden not your hearts" (Hebrews 3:7-8).
Again, the decision rests with
you. You have the right to choose
how you live in this world. You
may prefer to go on living your
own sinful way, but be assured
that this choice would be the
greatest mistake you could ever
make in life. If you choose to
walk contrary to God and refuse
His pardon, you are choosing to
spend eternity in the regions of
the lost.
One must understand that he
or she cannot become a Christian
or depart from sin anytime he
feels like it. If salvation is ever

obtained, it will be when God is
ready or when He invites you.
John 6:44 tells us, "No man can
come to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him."
The time to be saved is when
God calls to you, or when He
speaks to your heart. God calls
through His Spirit or through the
preaching of the Gospel. It brings
conviction of sin, making you
aware of your lost condition. It
brings the knowledge that you
have grieved the heart of God.
When the prodigal son realized
his deplorable condition, he
arose and went back to his father.
He realized the foolish error that
he had made. Repenting of his
sinful way, he surrendered himself. Every lost soul must forsake
his or her way and return to the
Lord. Mercy and pardon await
all who will return.
Another great mistake some
people make is that of trying to
get saved on their own terms.
Some think they can dictate to
God certain conditions that He
must agree to before they will
yield. Trying to bargain with
God is futile. Friend, this idea

will never work. Isaiah 55:7-8
informs us: "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the LORD, and he
will have mercy upon him; and
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways, saith the
LORD." When a man or a woman
surrenders to God, it must be
unconditional and without stipulation.
Dear one, it is to your
advantage to seek God while He
may be found and while you
have the opportunity. God loves
you, but He is angry at your sin
and rebellion. In Deuteronomy
30:19 the writer penned these
words: "I have set before you life
and death, blessing and cursing:
therefore choose life, that both
thou and thy seed may live." The
Lord is inviting you to repent
and return to Him before it is too
late. The choice is yours.
Selected

Those Christ Saves
A man brought to a summer Bible meeting a young man who was paralyzed from his hips
down. As he sat beside the soul winner on a bench under the trees, he expressed his desire to
be saved. He said, "I believe everything in the Bible," but it gave him no peace. The Christian
then inquired of him whether he knew he was lost, to which he replied he did. The inquiry was
then made as to whether he knew that Christ is the One who saves and the only One who can
save. He replied also to this that he believed it. Just at this point a public bus drove up in front
of the grounds and the Christian said to his lame friend, "That bus is intended to carry everybody
into the city, is it not?"
"Yes," he replied.
"Does it carry everyone?" he was asked.
"No," he said, "only those who get on the bus."
He had hardly made the statement when the light of God broke through to His soul.
"I see!" he said. "Christ came to save everybody, but He saves only those who take Him." The
light of Heaven flooded his soul, and the peace of God filled his heart. His face became radiant
with joy. He had entered the kingdom of God by faith.
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