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We are again entering
another Thanksgiving season.
Our nation has set aside a time
to offer thanksgiving to the God
of Heaven for His many blessings shown toward us. Without
a doubt, we are the most highly
blessed people on the face of
this earth. He has blessed us
beyond measure with multitudes of benefits. As our Scripture says, we are not to forget all
His benefits. America has been
greatly blessed with light and
understanding. We are yet free
to worship God openly despite
the pandemic that has plagued
our world. Regardless of the
trials, let us never forget the
blessings God has bestowed on
us. You should not fail to offer
thanksgiving and praise to Him
for all that we have.
Acts 17:28 tells us, "For in
him we live, and move, and
have our being." It is only because of Him that we are alive
and well. He gives us strength to
rise from our beds each morning
and to go about our duties. He
provides the food that brings
nourishment to the body. We are
blessed with many things that
have come from the bountiful
hand of God. It is sad that His
goodness is so often taken for
granted. Multitudes are ready to
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receive His blessings, but never
think of saying, "Thank You."
Giving praise to the Giver is so
soon forgotten.
Jesus healed ten lepers who
met Him on His way to Jerusalem and desired to be delivered. In His great compassion,
He healed all ten of their leprosy. They all went happily on
their way, but only one "turned
back, and with a loud voice
glorified God" (Luke 17:15).
Only one considered what the
Savior had done for him and
offered thanksgiving. The other
nine received healing also, but
never thought to offer any
praise or thanksgiving in
return.
Refusing to render gratitude
and honor to God, Who has
generously bestowed grace and
blessings upon us, can be most
dangerous. We, too, can become as the nine lepers who
received help and then simply
neglected to give praise, honor,
and thanksgiving to the Lord.
People who fail to do such
things grieve the heart of
Almighty God.
In this world of materialism
and humanism, so many have
the idea that they do not need
God. Satan has convinced
[continued on page 26]

1 Corinthians 14:33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

Brother Roger L. Decker
God's Word Is Unchanging
Throughout Paul's first letter
to the Corinthians, starting with
Chapter 1 through the remainder
of the Epistle, Paul dealt with the
subject of confusion. Paul was a
wise master builder in that congregation. The church at Corinth
was said to be a very diverse,
large congregation. The people
who gathered in that congregation were sailors, pagans, proselyte Jews, Orthodox Jews, people
of diverse cultures, and many
different nationalities. They
brought baggage from their former lives with all that diversity,
and Paul had to deal with those
things.
In the first three chapters,

Paul dealt primarily with carnality, or walking as a man who gets
switched over from the Spirit to
the flesh. Also, he had to deal
with fornication, things being
offered to idols, eating things
offered to idols, and in Chapter
14 he dealt with spiritual gifts.
As Paul finished this chapter, he
said in verse 33, "For God is not
the author of confusion, but of
peace, as in all churches of the
saints." Confusion does not start
with God.
In this chapter, as well as in
the religious world, we find confusion of every kind on almost
every subject.Today many people
are so mixed up. Some do not
even know that, according to
God's Word, same-sex marriage
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is wrong. If people keep hammering on something long
enough, many people get used to
the subject and have a tendency
to change their minds, but the
Word of God is settled in
Heaven. God does not change
His mind about sin.
Activists keep hammering
away to get people to change
their minds and have pushed for
certain bills to be passed in congress. After awhile the legislators
give in, but sinful lifestyles will
never be accepted by God. Woe
to the minister who performs
such marriages! God performed
the first wedding. You can read
about it in the Book of Genesis.
He brought the woman to the
man, and that is how it is yet
3

today. God did not get confused.
He did not slip up and bring a
man to another man or a woman
to another woman. God has it
straight, and those who truly
know God also have it straight.
Abortion is also wrong, and
God will bring all sin into judgment. Today people get into
more trouble for killing a dog
than for killing a baby. God will
never accept abortion. It is the
murder of a child. In the Scripture text, Paul was saying that
true worship cannot produce
disorder. God does not want
disorder in any congregation. He
is a God of peace, and He promotes order. His worship is calm
and peaceful, not boisterous and
disorderly.
That which was going on
at Corinth was mass confusion.
Some men claimed to have the
gift of languages, and they were
taking part in worship and bringing mass confusion among the
saints by what was being said
in their preaching, in their praying, and in their singing. Paul
said that was not authored by
God, because if it were authored
by God, there would be no
confusion.
Bad Company Corrupts
Good Morals
In Sunday school or in the
worship services, there can be a
temptation to allow liberty to
challenge the order of the services. Although we have liberty
in the Church of God, we need to
be careful that liberty does not
challenge the order of worship in
the services. For example, a person should never make a scene if
he disapproves of something that
is said.
Psalm 71:1 states, "In thee, O
L ORD, do I put my trust: let me
never be put to confusion." In
other words, the Psalmist David
was saying: "Let me never be
ashamed or disappointed that I
put my trust in Thee. Do not let
4

me be confused as to whether I
should have served Thee and
gone all the way with Thee. Do
not let me be confused as to what
is right or wrong. Do not let me
be confused about what is expected of me as a child of God,
how I should dress, how I ought
to act, how I ought to talk, and
how I should choose my friends."
Young person, you need to
be careful of those with whom
you keep company. The Apostle
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:33,
"Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners."
An old proverb says, "Bad company good morals doth corrupt."
The words that are rendered communication are speaking of being
together, companionship, or
close contact. Something may
seem like the right thing to do,
but an old saying says if you put
two dry logs with a green one,
they will burn up the green one.
You may help someone by
association, but you must be
careful that you do not become
affected negatively and dragged
down. Sometimes that may be
the reason some young people
seem to struggle over the dress
standard. They may see friends
getting by, so they think, "If they
can do it and get by, why can't I
do it?" You need to keep in mind
that no one gets by with anything. You may think the pastor
needs to deal with it, but whether
he deals with it or not, God will
deal with it. If you struggle over
what your friends say or do, the
next thing you know, you will
become confused about what is
right. You need to be selective in
choosing your friends. You
should not choose them because
they make you laugh and have a
good time, but how are your
friends doing spiritually? Are
they going to cause you to
eventually lose out with the
Lord?
James 3:16 tells us, "For
where envying and strife is, there
is confusion and every evil
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work." James was saying that you
need to be careful of where you
gather wisdom and in whom you
put your confidence. James said
in this same chapter there is
devilish wisdom, which is to say
that instead of bringing people
together, it drives them apart,
and instead of producing peace,
it produces strife.
Seek Divine Wisdom
Some people are clever and
skillful with the tongue. They are
effective in any group to cause
trouble and disturb relationships.
Therefore, you need to seek divine wisdom. James said in verse
15, "This wisdom descendeth not
from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish." God's wisdom
comes from above.
Before dating, you should
talk to the pastor, because he
might know something that you
do not know and could warn you
about some things that you are
unaware of. Some do not want
counsel because they are afraid
the pastor will disagree with
them.
Job was a patriarch who went
through much more than most of
us will ever go through in a lifetime, but Job went through it
with victory and proved that
God is true. Job 10:15 reads, "If
I be wicked, woe unto me; and if
I be righteous, yet will I not lift
up my head. I am full of confusion; therefore see thou mine
affliction."
Job was conscious that he was
not a hypocrite, yet he did not
know what to do. It seemed that
God was treating him as though
he was wicked, and his friends
regarded him as such. He was
overwhelmed with the perplexities of his situation. He could not
lift up his head with confidence,
though he was certain he was not
guilty of what they charged him
of. Since he was treated by God
in a manner similar to the way in
which the wicked are treated, he

felt ashamed and confounded.
He knew that he was not a
hypocrite. His friends accused
him of having sin in his life, but
he was confused because he
thought he was getting treated
like he was a sinner.
Many times the enemy of
souls will bring confusion to
your mind and cause you to
think you might have done something wrong, yet nothing comes
to your mind that you are guilty
of. Job was accused by his brethren who said there must have
been something that he did in sin
because of the things that happened to him. Job held on to his
confidence in God. He knew that
whether he stayed or left this
world, he was going to be in
God's hands.
Job said in Job 23:8-12: "Behold, I go forward, but he is not
there; and backward, but I cannot
perceive him: On the left hand,
where he doth work, but I cannot
behold him: he hideth himself on
the right hand, that I cannot see
him: But he knoweth the way
that I take: when he hath tried
me, I shall come forth as gold.
My foot hath held his steps, his
way have I kept, and not declined. Neither have I gone back
from the commandment of his
lips; I have esteemed the words
of his mouth more than my necessary food." Job might have
been in a state of confusion, but
he held his integrity and let God
know, "I don't know where You
are, but You know exactly where
I am."
False Doctrine Brings
Confusion
Much confusion is brought on
by false religion. That evil is
always working to take away
from or add to the Word of God.
Now, I am talking about false
systems, not the people. There
are good people caught up in
false religion. Some take one gift
given by the Holy Spirit and

make a doctrine of it. They take
what happened on the Day of
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit
was given and twist the Scriptures. This false doctrine is far
from the Truth, but it is used as a
substitute for what the real sign
of being Spirit-filled is, and that
is holiness. Others teach that
once they are saved, they are
always saved; yet they say they
sin every day.
Let us go right back to the
beginning of time. There is no
better place to start on this subject than in the Book of Genesis.
God told Adam in Genesis 2:1517: "And the LORD God took the
man, and put him into the garden
of Eden to dress it and to keep it.
And the LORD God commanded
the man, saying, Of every tree of
the garden thou mayest freely
eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die." God was simply saying, "The day that you disobey or
commit sin, you are going to die."
This is not talking about dying
physically but spiritually.
Genesis 3:1-4 reads: "Now the
serpent was more subtil than any
beast of the field which the LORD
God had made. And he said unto
the woman, Yea, hath God said,
Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden? And the woman said
unto the serpent, We may eat of
the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it,
lest ye die. And the serpent said
unto the woman, Ye shall not
surely die."
In other words, the serpent
was saying, "You are still going
to be secure." The devil still gives
people a false sense of security
yet today. Oftentimes he works
through false doctrine. Suppose
two men are sitting in a bar and
drinking beer together. The two
men are doing the same thing.
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Because of the false doctrine of
"once saved always saved," one
of them feels really secure because he was saved ten years ago
and is active in Christianity. The
other man has no profession of
religion. To say that one man is
saved and the other man is not
would make God a respecter of
persons, but He is not. Because
someone was saved a few years
ago does not mean that he has a
license to sin. If that teaching
were true, that would bring confusion, because the same religion
that talks about being "once
saved always saved" teaches that
the devil was an angel in Heaven
and got tossed out. If the devil
was once in grace, then according to their doctrine, he would
still be in grace. What confusion!
Then there are those who
teach water baptism for salvation. We read in 1 Peter 3:18-21:
"For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring us to
God, being put to death in the
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:
By which also he went and
preached unto the spirits in
prison [speaking of Noah's day];
Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering
of God waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight
souls were saved by water. The
like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not
the putting away of the filth of
the flesh, but the answer of a
good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ."
You receive a good conscience through the shed blood of
Jesus Christ. Water baptism does
not clean up the conscience; it is
only an outward sign of an inward work. What cleans it up?
Hebrews 9:13-14 tells us: "For if
the blood of bulls and of goats,
and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to
the purifying of the flesh: How
much more shall the blood of
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Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve
the living God?"
Disobedience and Sin
Bring Confusion
Another act of confusion is
found in Daniel 9:1-11, which
reads: "In the first year of Darius
the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed
of the Medes, which was made
king over the realm of the
Chaldeans; In the first year of
his reign I Daniel understood by
books the number of the years,
whereof the word of the LORD
came to Jeremiah the prophet,
that he would accomplish
seventy years in the desolations
of Jerusalem.
"And I set my face unto the
Lord God, to seek by prayer and
supplications, with fasting, and
sackcloth, and ashes: And I
prayed unto the LORD my God,
and made my confession, and
said, O Lord, the great and
dreadful God, keeping the
covenant and mercy to them that
love him, and to them that keep
his commandments; We have
sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly,
and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and
from thy judgments: Neither
have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake
in thy name to our kings, our
princes, and our fathers, and to
all the people of the land.
"O Lord, righteousness
belongeth unto thee, but unto us
confusion of faces, as at this day;
to the men of Judah, and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
unto all Israel, that are near, and
that are far off, through all the
countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass
that they have trespassed against
thee. O Lord, to us belongeth
confusion of face, to our kings, to
our princes, and to our fathers,
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because we have sinned against
thee.
"To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgivenesses,
though we have rebelled against
him; Neither have we obeyed the
voice of the LORD our God, to
walk in his laws, which he set
before us by his servants the
prophets. Yea, all Israel have
transgressed thy law, even by
departing, that they might not
obey thy voice; therefore the
curse is poured upon us, and the
oath that is written in the law of
Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against
him."
Sin will cause you to be
confused. Daniel knew by the
Prophet Jeremiah that they were
to be in Babylonian captivity for
seventy years. No doubt, Daniel
talked with others who were
there, and there was confusion.
They felt that the seventy years
was due to be over, but they had
no sign from God. In other words, no revelation was coming from
God on how He was going to
deliver them, so they were confused. They knew what the
Prophet Jeremiah said, but they
did not see anything happening.
Then Daniel said, in so many
words: "I know the reason that
we are not hearing from God.
God is not talking to us through
His prophets because we have
sinned. We have disobeyed the
prophets and leadership. We are
here as a punishment. We need
to repent." Instead of Israel being
ashamed, the people continued
in disobedience and were not
progressing with God. They were
in bondage in Babylon with no
voice from God.
Many people are confused
today, and the reason is that they
have allowed things in their lives
that are against the Word of God.
They have transgressed, and they
are not hearing from God. They
will not hear from God until they
do what they know they need to
do. Repentance must come first.
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Daniel said, in essence, "To us
belongs confusion of faces." They
were confused. Israel was down
in Babylon, and the time of their
captivity had about ended, yet
they were not hearing from God.
Daniel's Prayer of Repentance
Daniel understood the prophecy written by the Prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah 25:11-12 reads:
"And this whole land shall be a
desolation, and an astonishment;
and these nations shall serve the
king of Babylon seventy years.
And it shall come to pass, when
seventy years are accomplished,
that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the
LORD, for their iniquity, and the
land of the Chaldeans, and will
make it perpetual desolations."
Israel's time of captivity was
about over, but no changes were
taking place. They were not
seeing any signs of deliverance.
Daniel knew that Israel was in
sin, disobedience, and rebellion.
The only way they were going to
have any contact with God was
through repentance. Daniel saw
no shame in the people or the
leaders, and there was no sign
that they wanted to repent. They
were satisfied to go on as they
were in Babylonian captivity and
not hearing from God. They were
in confusion, and Daniel said
they needed to ask for forgiveness. He called it "confusion of
faces."
Israel was in disobedience,
and they knew better. You cannot
disobey if you do not know what
you need to obey. Daniel's prayer
of repentance in Daniel 9:15-21
states: "And now, O Lord our
God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt
with a mighty hand, and hast
gotten thee renown, as at this
day; we have sinned, we have
done wickedly. O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I
beseech thee, let thine anger and
thy fury be turned away from thy

city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for
the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become
a reproach to all that are about
us.
"Now therefore, O our God,
hear the prayer of thy servant,
and his supplications, and cause
thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's
sake. O my God, incline thine
ear, and hear; open thine eyes,
and behold our desolations, and
the city which is called by thy
name: for we do not present our
supplications before thee for our
righteousnesses, but for thy great
mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord,
forgive; O Lord, hearken and do;
defer not, for thine own sake, O
my God: for thy city and thy
people are called by thy name.
"And whiles I was speaking,
and praying, and confessing my
sin and the sin of my people
Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God
for the holy mountain of my
God; Yea, whiles I was speaking
in prayer, even the man Gabriel,
whom I had seen in the vision at
the beginning, being caused to
fly swiftly, touched me about the
time of the evening oblation."
Daniel was saying that his prayer
so pleased God that he was going
to hear from God. Gabriel
brought in the knowledge of the
seventy weeks of Daniel, but
repentance had to come first.

The Way Out of Confusion
So many people are confused
today, but it is not God's fault.
They are confused because they
have allowed sin to stay in their
lives, and they know what they
need to do. They are not going to
hear from God until they do that
which they know they should do,
and that is repent. Gabriel said in
Daniel 9:23, "At the beginning of
thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come
to shew thee; for thou art greatly
beloved [God loves it when people turn from sin and turn back
to Him for understanding and
knowledge]: therefore understand the matter, and consider
the vision."
God cannot stand hypocrisy.
You do not want to face Jesus
Christ at the final Judgment as a
hypocrite. A hypocrite is a
pretender or an actor. That
would be one of the worst ways
to meet God.
The only people in Israel in
touch with God were Daniel and
the three Hebrew boys. Other
Israelites were in confusion.
Daniel knew exactly what to do
to get the confusion eliminated.
Again, Daniel said, in essence,
"To us belongs confusion of faces
because the people have disobeyed the prophets and they are
going right on." Daniel himself
repented, and he repented for
Israel. While he was repenting,

that was how quickly God sent
Gabriel to give him understanding of deliverance, the seventy
weeks, and the coming of Jesus
Christ.
You should never want God
to give you over to deception,
wherein you feel that you are
right when you do wrong. That is
a terrible condition to think you
are right when you are living
wrong. How can a person repent
when he feels that he is right?
There would be no hope for that
person, and he would be lost
forever. Are you in confusion? If
so, your way out of confusion, if
you have sin in your life, is the
way Daniel laid out so clearly.
If you are in confusion for
any reason, remember 1 Corinthians 14:33. It reads, "For God is
not the author of confusion, but
of peace, as in all churches of the
saints." If you are in confusion,
the only way to clear it up is to
talk to God. He can clear it up.
Look how He cleared it up with
Daniel. While Daniel was praying, Gabriel appeared to him
with knowledge and understanding and gave him understanding
of the seventy weeks of Daniel.
God does not author confusion, but He can deliver you
from it. If you are in confusion,
won't you bring it to God? He is
the only One who can deliver
you from it.
(Compact Disc TR-2255)

“In everything give thanks:
for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18
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1 Samuel 17:14 And David was
the youngest: and the three eldest
followed Saul.
15 But David went and returned
from Saul to feed his father's sheep
at Bethlehem.
16 And the Philistine drew near
morning and evening, and presented
himself forty days.
17 And Jesse said unto David
his son, Take now for thy brethren
an ephah of this parched corn, and
these ten loaves, and run to the camp
to thy brethren;
18 And carry these ten cheeses
unto the captain of their thousand,
and look how thy brethren fare, and
take their pledge.
19 Now Saul, and they, and all
the men of Israel, were in the valley
of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.
20 And David rose up early in

the morning, and left the sheep with
a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse
had commanded him; and he came to
the trench, as the host was going
forth to the fight, and shouted for the
battle.
21 For Israel and the Philistines
had put the battle in array, army
against army.
22 And David left his carriage in
the hand of the keeper of the carriage,
and ran into the army, and came and
saluted his brethren.
23 And as he talked with them,
behold, there came up the champion,
the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by
name, out of the armies of the
Philistines, and spake according to
the same words: and David heard
them.
24 And all the men of Israel,
when they saw the man, fled from

him, and were sore afraid.
25 And the men of Israel said,
Have ye seen this man that is come
up? surely to defy Israel is he come
up: and it shall be, that the man who
killeth him, the king will enrich him
with great riches, and will give him
his daughter, and make his father's
house free in Israel.
26 And David spake to the men
that stood by him, saying, What
shall be done to the man that killeth
this Philistine, and taketh away the
reproach from Israel? for who is this
uncircumcised Philistine, that he
should defy the armies of the living
God?
27 And the people answered him
after this manner, saying, So shall it
be done to the man that killeth him.

Brother Tim Wilson
Learning to Trust in God
Today we are in a battle. The
enemy of souls is working in
every way he can because he
does not want God's people to
have victory. The devil does not
8

want you to be an overcomer or
to make it to Heaven. A lot of
people have a mental list of
things that are bad and think, "As
long as I am not doing those
things, I will be all right." Friend,
you need to study the Word of
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God. The enemy will work in any
way he can to cause you not to
make it. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 2:11, "For we are not ignorant
of his [Satan's] devices." You
need to realize how the devil is
working. When you understand

how he is working, you ought to
build up a wall against him so
that you will be able to fight the
battle.
I want you to consider this
passage of Scripture. I realize the
story of David and Goliath is
very familiar to most people, but
God has a message in there. By
the help of God, I want to bring
this from the Old Testament setting to today. Every child of God
is in a battle. We have "Goliaths"
yelling and chanting at us, and
they want to draw away our attention from what God wants us
to do and get us drawn to something else. That is the reason I
want you to look and see what
God has to say as you make this
journey from earth to Glory.
Anyone who has lived very
long realizes there are many difficulties in life that are inevitable.
They come upon you, and there
is no way to get around them.
You did not plan them or foresee
them. Certainly you do not want
them, but they will still come
your way. If you look at the
Scripture text, you will see that
the Bible says that Jesse (David's
father) told David to take the
supplies to his brothers and the
men who were fighting in the
battle. David got up early the
next morning, left the sheep with
a keeper, and went to do what
his father told him to do. When
David left his house that morning, he was not looking for
trouble.
Many times as we are going
down the highway of life, doing
what God wants us to do, we run
into situations that we do not
understand. Many difficulties
that you go through are unavoidable. You will face struggles and
hard places with seemingly impossible odds, but this is all part
of the plan. One songwriter
wrote, "Through it all, Through it
all, I've learned to trust in Jesus,
I've learned to trust in God;
Through it all, Through it all, Oh,
I've learned to depend upon His

Word." If you did not have any
problems, hardships, or oppositions, you would not learn to
trust in God. You need those
things in order to learn to trust in
Him. I want you to see that they
are very much a part of life.
Looking Through
Anointed Eyes
The way you respond to
those problems is your choice.
First Samuel 17:11 reads, "When
Saul and all Israel heard those
words of the Philistine, they were
dismayed, and greatly afraid."
Verse 26 states, "And David
spake to the men that stood by
him, saying, What shall be done
to the man that killeth this
Philistine, and taketh away the
reproach from Israel?"
As a saint of God, you will
face some giants. A giant may
not be head and shoulders taller
than you are, and he might not
have all the things that Goliath
had. Goliath's armor might have
weighed more than David
weighed. Many times the situations of life will seem bigger than
you are, but what you must see is
that God is there to help you.
David was standing there
with the rest of Israel, and the
Scripture says when Saul and the
men of Israel heard the words of
the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. In so
many words, David said: "Who is
this Philistine who is defying the
armies of the Living God? Who is
this man that is trying to pull
these things on God's people? He
needs to be dealt with." The men
of Israel saw the same picture
that David saw, but David was
looking through a different set of
eyes.
I pray that God will help you
to look through the right set of
eyes. Those dear men were dismayed and afraid. They saw a
big, bad man who was prepared
to do them in. As a saint of God,
you have enemies. The Word of
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God lets you know that foes will
come against you. If you are not
careful, you will do the same
thing the men of Israel did. When
a problem arises, you may become dismayed and overtaken
by fear. I want you to see that
God can do whatever you need
done.
While the army of Israel was
looking on the situation with
fear, David did not see the giant
or the great obstacle that they
were looking at. He saw an opportunity for God to work. He
saw that the same God who had
helped him kill the lion and the
bear was the same God who was
able to deliver him again. As he
looked, he responded in faith by
seeing what God was able to do.
I want you to get the picture.
David and Saul's army looked on
the same problem, but David saw
a completely different picture.
The enemy is doing everything he can to defeat the people
of God. He does not want any of
us to be an overcomer, but God
will do what He said He would
do for this generation. He can
anoint your eyes so that you can
see things as you need to see
them. Difficulties in life will
come. There is no way to escape
them, but I want you to see that
how you respond to those difficulties is your own choice. David
was among the same people, but
he reported a whole different
vision than what others did.
The enemy may not get you
out in the honky-tonks and the
hellholes of this world, but if you
are not careful, he will get you to
look at the wrong kinds of things.
He wants you to look other
places rather than looking to
God, and then you will fail to see
that God is ready, able, and
willing to do just what you need
for victory. It is up to you whether you see a difficulty as insurmountable or as another opportunity for God to work.
The enemy would like to get
your eyes off what you need to
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see. He would like to get your
eyes off the good and on the bad.
I do not know what trials you are
going through in your life, but I
do know that God can do anything. Nothing is impossible with
God. I am glad that I can call
Him my Father and that I know
He is able to take care of me. He
can do all things if you will look
to Him. God wants you to be an
overcomer. He wants you to win
this race. He wants you to finish
this race with victory.
How to Live a Victorious Life
The Bible talks about giants,
but these giants can come in
many forms. Your giant may be
in the form of a physical problem, a family problem, a marriage problem, or a problem on
the job or somewhere else. Whatever it may be, God is able to
give you just what you need. No
problem is too big or too small
for God. He can take care of
whatever the need is. We each
are going to have trials, but I am
glad that God made a way so
that you and I can have victory.
You may not choose what
comes your way, but as a saint of
God, you have to be faithful and
do what God wants you to do.
Life is a battle, but God has ordained some giant killers in His
Word if you will look to Him. He
will make a way so that you can
have victory and be an overcomer. It is God's will that you
have a victorious life. It is God's
will for you to be available to
Him so that He can use you in a
mighty way. He wants you to be
a blessing and to be what He
wants you to be. He wants you to
be a winner. People need to come
back to the old paths. I am not
going to tell you anything new. I
want to stir up your pure mind in
the way of remembrance. God
can do just what you need for
victory.
Why do you need giant
killers? First of all, there are
10

some things the Christian needs
to ignore. You need to ignore the
gainsayers. David saw a problem
when he went out that morning
to deliver food and to find out
how his brothers and the other
men were doing. However, when
he arrived, he saw a problem that
needed to be dealt with. In
essence, he said, "Who is this
uncircumcised Philistine that is
defying God's people?"
As a man of God, when I see
something working on God's
people or when I see something
is not right, something inside me
wants to take a stand against it.
Why? I want to protect God's
sheep.
David's older brother accused
David of being naughty and, in
so many words, told him to shut
up and go home. Another person
said: "Goliath is a fighter, and he
has fought for many years. You
can't take him on. He is too great
for you, David." No doubt, the
gainsayers went on and on. People began to tell David what
could not be done, saying:
"David, you cannot do this. You
are just a youth. Goliath has been
a fighter all his life." People gave
him many reasons concerning
why he could not do it, but
David decided to take a stand.
When you take a stand and
trust God, you will do what God
wants you to do. When you decide that you are going to live
different from others and be
what God wants you to be, the
gainsayers will tell you that it
cannot be done. They will come
up with all kinds of reasons
against it, but God has a way of
doing what no one else can do.
God has a way of working when
nothing else can.
In 1 Samuel, Chapter 16, you
can read that David's older
brother was passed over by the
Lord when the Prophet Samuel
was sent to anoint the next king
of Israel. Do you know what jealousy will do? How did David's
brother respond? He attacked
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David. Acts 13:22 says that David
was a man after God's own heart.
David's brother said David had
the wrong motives, but that was
not so. The enemy was working.
If you stand for God, stand for
what is right, and stand for God's
Word, some will question your
motives and your spirituality.
The enemy wants to defeat you
by any means possible. Some
may question whether or not
your heart is really right. When
you live different from other
people, they may attack you due
to their jealousy.
Review Past Victories
Another thing you have to be
careful of is backsliders, or those
who have backed up on God's
Word. Someone may say, "I'm
not backslidden, but I'm not
really living up to par." If a person is not where he is supposed
to be with God, he needs to
repent.
When I was growing up and
people who were unmarried
lived together, people said: "That
is not right. They are living in
fornication." Now people say
they are just shacking up. Whenever backsliding is in the heart,
people want to soften everything.
They lose that sharp edge from
their experience.
In 1 Samuel, Chapter 10, you
will find that God had chosen
Saul to be the king over His people. Saul was a great man and
prepared to fight, but as time
went on, he lost step with God.
The very thing that God called
him to do was right in his face,
but he was afraid. He was trying
to find someone else to do the
job.
At Gilgal, Saul failed to stand
and be true to Israel. The Bible
tells us in 1 Samuel 16:14, "But
the Spirit of the LORD departed
from Saul." When the Spirit departed from Him, he lost the ability and the motivating force to be
what God wanted him to be. Saul

once trusted and obeyed God,
but he ended up in a backslidden
condition. He became a shell of
what he used to be. That is the
reason he responded in the way
he did when Goliath came out
there. If he had been where God
wanted him to be, he would have
said: "I am ready. This is what
God has called me to do."
However, he had lost the Spirit
of God.
How did King Saul respond
to David when David was
brought before him? Saul tried to
discourage David. As saints of
God, we are in a battle. We must
watch that we do not pay attention to the counsel of those who
have gone back on God and who
are not where they need to be
with God. The enemy would like
to get the best of every one of us.
You have to keep up your guard.
You must watch where you receive counsel, and you need to
review your victories. God does
great things for His people.
The Bible tells us in 1 Samuel
17:34-37: "And David said unto
Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a
lion, and a bear, and took a lamb
out of the flock: And I went out
after him, and smote him, and
delivered it out of his mouth: and
when he arose against me, I
caught him by his beard, and
smote him, and slew him. Thy
servant slew both the lion and
the bear: and this uncircumcised
Philistine shall be as one of them,
seeing he hath defied the armies
of the living God. David said
moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the
lion, and out of the paw of the
bear, he will deliver me out of
the hand of this Philistine. And
Saul said unto David, Go, and
the LORD be with thee."
When the giant confronted
David, what was the first thing
that he did? David reviewed his
past victories. When he went to
King Saul, in essence, Saul said:
"Look, young man, you are only

a youth. You cannot do this."
God has done so much for
His people in the past. He has
healed the sick and He has given
victory. He is the same God that
we are serving. Moreover, He is
able to do what we need done
today. There is nothing that He
cannot do.
David gave Saul some past
examples of God's faithfulness,
and then he said, "God helped
me kill the lion and the bear, and
the same God will help me take
care of the Philistine." In essence,
David said: "God protected me
then, and He is still the same
God. He is still able to do what
He has always done."
Having a Hope Within Us
God is ready to do more. We
must look at what God has done.
It is wonderful to hear what God
has done for others. It blesses our
hearts to see people get blessed,
to see God help people, and to
see God do great things. However, there is nothing like it when
God personally helps you. David
was saying, "God has done a lot
of things for other people, but I
want to tell you what He has
done for me." When God does
something for you, you want to
tell others and encourage them.
You may be able to tell people
stories that you have read and
tell things that you have heard,
but there is nothing like telling
what God has done for you.
One day a neighbor asked me
to go to the hospital to visit
someone who was sick and not
expected to live. When I arrived
at the hospital and went to his
room, he said, "The doctor is not
giving me much hope."
I said: "I was in that shape
one day, not with cancer but in
sin. I had no hope. I was bouncing from here to there, trusting in
this and that, but I met the Master one day. He took away all my
sins and gave me something
worth living for, and He gave me
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a hope. That is the reason I am
here to talk to you today. I want
to see if you are interested in
some hope."
He said, "Well, I joined a
church forty years ago."
I said, "Can we get past all of
that? Do you have a hope?"
A songwriter, W. G. Schell,
penned a song entitled "Hope,"
which reads:
Have we any hope within us
Of a life beyond the grave,
In the sweet and vernal lands?
Do we know if this, our tabernacle,
Were to be dissolved,
We've a house not made with
hands?
We have a hope within our souls,
Brighter than the perfect day:
God has given us His spirit,
And we want the world to hear it,
All our doubts are passed away.
When struggles come, when
hard times approach, when difficulties come your way, the first
thing you need to do is review
your victories: "God, You
brought me through this. You
were faithful here, and You did
not let me down there. You did
just what I needed done." When
you review, you will find that the
same God who did all those
things will help you make it
through today. I have found it so,
and the Word of God says it is
so. Hebrews 13:8 tells us, "Jesus
Christ the same yesterday [in the
past], and to day [right now], and
for ever [in the future]." If you
live until tomorrow, He will still
be the same.
When the enemy comes in
and says, "Oh, this one is going
to get you; this is the big one,"
you need to start reviewing the
times when God has already
been faithful to you. You should
review the times that He has answered prayer, and the times
when He was a present help
right when you called upon Him.
He did not let you down. Re11

member the times when He has
taken care of you in the past. You
need to ignore the gainsayers
and review the victories.
You can trust the Lord
because He is the same God. If
you are going to be able to kill
the giants, you have to trust God.
Again, 1 Samuel 17:37 reads,
"David said moreover, The LORD
that delivered me out of the paw
of the lion, and out of the paw of
the bear, he will deliver me out
of the hand of this Philistine.
And Saul said unto David, Go,
and the LORD be with thee." David did not trust in his own
strength. The same God that empowered David to kill the lion
and the bear empowered him to
kill the giant. David did not look
at his own ability, his own planning, or his own ideas. No, the
Scriptures let us know that he
trusted God.
First Samuel 17:45-46 states:
"Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a
sword, and with a spear, and
with a shield: but I come to thee
in the name of the LORD of hosts,
the God of the armies of Israel,
whom thou hast defied. This day
will the LORD deliver thee into
mine hand; and I will smite thee,
and take thine head from thee;
and I will give the carcases of the
host of the Philistines this day
unto the fowls of the air, and to
the wild beasts of the earth; that
all the earth may know that there
is a God in Israel."
With all the giants that you
are facing today, someone else
may think your problem is minor, but it may look like a giant
to you. Why? No one knows how
you feel until that person has
been where you are. As I was
growing up, my dad had a sign
that hung over his desk that said,
"Never criticize a man until you
have walked a mile in his moccasins." Why? You do not know
what that person is feeling, and
you do not know what he or she
is going through. We all have
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giants to face. We cannot defeat
them in our own strength. It is
God in us that defeats them.
Hebrews 13:5 reads, "I will
never leave thee, nor forsake
thee." That was a promise that
Jesus made to us. Therefore,
when you trust in the Lord, you
must trust and know that what
He wants for you is the best. That
is the reason He leads you into a
situation, and He will lead you
through it if you stay with Him.
When you are facing a
problem, it is not a time to run.
The enemy would like to get you
to be like old Israel and say,
"That is a mammoth problem."
He wants to stop you from going
forward for God. The longer you
wait, the more fear will take hold
of you, and the more the enemy
is going to work on you. If you
have a situation that needs to be
handled, God will take care of it.
If you have a problem that you
need to deal with, you and God
need to deal with it. If you have a
giant in front of you, you need to
let God help you.
God's Remedy
First Samuel 17:48 tells us,
"And it came to pass, when the
Philistine arose, and came and
drew nigh to meet David, that
David hasted, and ran toward
the army to meet the Philistine."
David trusted God strongly.
That giant scared everyone else,
but David hasted and ran toward
Goliath. Why? God had given
him a task, and he knew he needed to be at it. He did not hang
back and say, "I hope something
else happens." No, he knew God
had called him to do a job, and
he looked forward to seeing
God's work accomplished. David
did not hesitate. He went in
God's strength, not his own. He
trusted God because he was led
of God to do so.
I want you to realize there are
enemies that would like to get
the best of you. They will be just
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like that Philistine giant. They
will get over beside you and
holler: "I am going to get you!
You are not going to make it.
This is too big for you." If you do
not move in the strength of God,
you will collapse in fear of the
enemy.
At times, we tell people,
"Wait and pray about that."
Sometimes it is good to wait and
make sure that you have God's
leading, but when God has already told you what to do, you
need to follow His instruction.
Today we hear about more people in America praying than we
have heard for a long time. Yet,
while many people are praying
for revival, we are seeing very
little reviving.
Prayer is the answer. Prayer
is such an important part of victory, but could it be that many
people are praying when they
should be repenting? The Bible
lets you know that things can
come between you and God that
hinder your ability to touch God.
The communication lines can get
messed up. Could it be that you
are praying instead of obeying? I
hear people say, "The Bible says
to pray." Yes, but the Bible also
says to obey. When God tells you
something, you must obey it.
Could it be that you are asking
God for help but you will not let
Him help you? Do you really
want His help?
Goliath taunted old Israel:
"Hey, send me a man!" He had
the army shaking in their boots.
Do you know what God did? He
reached out and chose a boy to
fight that giant. One man and
God is a majority. Do you know
what God did? With all those big
men standing there looking, God
handled it by using a young man.
I am glad that I can tell you,
no matter what the problem, no
matter what the situation, no
matter what the affliction is, God
can handle it if you will bring it
to Him. He will give you the victory. He will make you an over-

comer, or more than a conqueror.
I want to encourage you if you
are in a battle. Israel was fighting
in a valley. No doubt, every one
of us has fought a battle in a valley or a hard trial, but no matter
what the struggle is, I can offer
you a remedy: God can take care
of you and see you through.

No matter what you are
going through in this Christian
life, I encourage you to cast it all
on Jesus. You could tell someone
else, and that person may do the
best he can for you, but it will not
be good enough. On the other
hand, if you give it to Jesus, you
will never be sorry. He will

never let you down. You can
wait with a new attitude, a new
spirit, and a new desire, and
everyone will see it. Won't you
bring your need to Jesus?
(Compact Disc TR-2095)

THE SOLID ROCK
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus' name.
When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil.
His oath, His covenant, His blood Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.
When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Dressed in His righteous alone, Faultless to stand before the throne.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand, All other ground is sinking sound.
Edward Mote
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You Can Be Free

The enemy is seeking to
enslave or entangle you in whatever you were set free from,
whether you had an addiction or
you were bound by lust, lying,
stubbornness, wanting your own
way, or a bad temper. In Galatians 5:1 Paul admonished the
people of Galatia, "Stand fast
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,
and be not entangled again with
the yoke of bondage." The definition of liberty is "freedom." Many
of our forefathers fought for freedom. Many men gave their blood
during the Revolutionary War.
They felt that freedom and liberty were vitally important to the
building of our country. Paul
admonished the saints to stand
fast in the liberty or the freedom
wherewith Christ has made us
free.
If you are saved, young
person, you have been set free. I
want you to think about that. At
one time you were bound by sin,
so now you need to stand fast.
Jesus Christ is the Rock and the
foundation that you need to
stand firmly on.
In the Revolutionary War,
men fought for freedom. They
fought because they felt they
were in bondage to the king of
England. They were being taxed
heavily on things that were being
imported or exported. They were
not being represented properly,
so they fought for freedom. Today we enjoy liberty in this coun14

try because of those men who
gave their lives for our freedom.
Jesus Christ gave us freedom.
He bought our freedom on the
Cross. You need to stand in that
freedom when you are saved.
You have been liberated.
I thought of World War II as
I was studying. Europe was under the tight control of the Germans and the Axis powers there.
Some of those countries lived in
deplorable conditions. At that
time there were concentration
camps all over Europe, and the
people were living in horrible
conditions. Many people died,
and many of them were treated
cruelly. When the Allies came
through, they set those people
free. They celebrated their liberation because they knew what
they were coming out of.
Christian young person, are
you celebrating your liberation?
You have been set free. During
World War II, many countries
were being liberated by the
Americans, the British, and the
other Allies. They celebrated
when they were liberated. Young
person, you need to celebrate
your liberation and freedom
from the terrible bondage of sin
that you were once in.
After Paul instructed people
to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ had made them free,
he went on to say, "Be not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage." What was he trying to
warn of? If you are not careful,
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you can be entangled in sin
again. How many people go into
the experience of salvation with
the intention of getting entangled
in bondage again? Paul was
warning people not to get entangled again with the yoke of
bondage. He was admonishing
the Galatians to stand fast in
their liberty, or in their freedom.
Do not get entangled again with
what you have been freed from.
Spiderwebs fascinate me.
Some of the beauty that spiders
create is unbelievable. Generally,
what is the purpose of a spiderweb? It is created by the spider to
capture food. Not all spiders
make webs. Some chase down
their prey, but the majority of
them create webs to capture their
food. There have been times
when I have watched a fly or a
mosquito or another insect become trapped in a spiderweb.
The silk that spiders create is
very sticky. So when a fly's wing
comes in contact with one of
those strands of sticky silk, it
becomes stuck. That might be all
that is stuck at first, but as that
fly begins to struggle, it gets
more and more tangled in the
web. Then the spider pounces on
it and devours it.
The web was created for a
purpose. A spiderweb may look
beautiful, but it is also deadly to
small insects. Now, think about
the things of sin, young person.
The enemy of souls has webs, or
traps, out there, and those webs

can be very alluring. You may
think some of them are a thing of
beauty. The devil knows how to
dress things up. He has a web
made for you. Paul was saying
that you have been set free, just
as a fly is free until it comes in
contact with a spiderweb. Paul
was warning, "Do not go near
that which would entangle you
once you have been set free."
Young person, enjoy your freedom in Jesus Christ, but do not
get entangled in those things
wherein the devil has set out to
ensnare you.
Jesus said in John 8:36, "If the
Son therefore shall make you
free, ye shall be free indeed."
Have you been set free? If you
are saved and living for God,
you have been set free. Just as we
must defend this country's freedom at all costs, you must defend
your salvation at all costs. You
have been set free, and you need
to defend your freedom, cherish
it, and hold on to it as tightly as
you can. Do not get entangled in
those things that the enemy has
out there for you. You know
what that was like. If you have

not been out in the world, do not
go there. Why? Because when the
enemy gets hold of you and you
get entangled in his traps, there
is no telling how deep in sin you
will get.
A fly does not intend to get
caught in a spider's web and become a meal for a spider, but all
it has to do is get too close to the
spiderweb. Likewise, young person, there are things that the enemy has laid out for you in this
world that you have no intention
of getting caught in, but it all
depends on the choices you
make. By making the wrong
choices, you will get drawn into
that dangerous web. This is the
reason that you need to stay close
to God. It all points back to reading your Bible, Bible study,
praying, and getting to church
regularly. If you do not do the
basics, you are going to fall and
get caught in the web that the
enemy has constructed for you.
Therefore, it is vitally important
to the security of your salvation
that you do everything you can
to defend the freedoms that you
have in Jesus Christ. I am talking

about eternal matters.
Christian young person, how
are you protecting your freedom
in Jesus Christ? Are you getting
too close to that web that the enemy has out there for you? Paul
was writing to warn you not to
get entangled in those things.
Perhaps you are already entangled. Christ has freedom for you.
You can truly be set free. A fly
may only be stuck by its wing at
first. The majority of its body
may still be free, but is it really
free? No, it is not free. Dear one,
you can be free from the entanglements of the enemy. God can
set you free completely.
If you have a need, won't you
pray and ask God to set you free?
Maybe you are living for the
Lord and struggling with the
enemy wanting to get you entangled again in things you were
once free from. Take it to the
Lord, because He wants you to
be free. God wants you to be
liberated. In Christ there is
liberty, young person.
Brother Steve Strelecky
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Job 31:1 I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?

Brother Larry Dishman
A Solemn Agreement
When you make a covenant
with your eyes, you will not have
much trouble thinking about the
right things. Job said he made a
covenant with his eyes not to
look lustfully at a woman. If this
was needful for Job back then, it
is desperately needed today.
Notice that he did not say he
made a commitment, but he said
he made a covenant.
This is a universal invitation
for men, women, boys, and girls.
You may say, "I am a woman,
and I don't have any trouble with
my eyes." Lot's wife was a
woman, and she had trouble
with her eyes when she looked
16

back as she and her family were
leaving Sodom. Eve was a
woman, yet she had trouble with
her eyes when she looked at the
forbidden fruit. She did not
merely glance at it. She looked at
it until a temptation formed.
D. S. Warner wrote that he
made a covenant with God. He
wrote: "A covenant is an agreement
of two parties in which both voluntarily bind themselves to fill certain
conditions and receive certain benefits. God is the party of the first part
of the contract, and has bound himself." D. S. Warner quoted Hebrews 10:16-17, which states:
"This is the covenant that I will
make with them after those days,
saith the Lord, I will put my laws
GospelTrumpeter.com • November 2020

into their hearts, and in their
minds will I write them; And
their sins and iniquities will I
remember no more."
D. S. Warner stated in his
covenant:
Lord, Thou hast been true to Thy
covenant, though I have been most
unfaithful and am now altogether
unworthy to take hold of Thy most
gracious covenant. But knowing that
Thou hast bound Thyself in Thy own
free offer to "be merciful to their unrighteousness," I take courage to
approach Thee and would most earnestly beseech thee to fulfil Thy wonderful offer to BE MY GOD; and I do
most joyfully yield myself entirely TO
BE THINE.

Therefore this soul which Thou
hast made in Thine own image is
placed wholly in Thy hands to do with
it as seemeth good.
This mind shall think only for Thy
glory and the promotion of Thy
cause.
This will is Thy will, O God!
The spirit within this body is now
Thine; do with it as Thou wilt, in life
and death.
This body is Thy temple forevermore.
These hands shall work only for
Thee.
These eyes to see Thy adorable
works and Thy holy law.
This tongue and these lips to
speak only holiness unto the Lord.
These ears to hear Thy voice
alone.
These feet to walk only in Thy
ways.
And all my being is now and
forever Thine.

D. S. Warner went on to
write:
In signing my name to this
solemn covenant I am aware that I
bind myself to live, act, speak, think,
move, sit, stand up, lie down, eat,
drink, hear, see, feel, and whatsoever I do all the days and nights of
my life to do all continually and exclusively to the glory of God. I must
henceforth wear nothing but what
honors God. I must have nothing in
my possession or under my control
but such as I can consistently write
upon, "Holiness unto the Lord." The
place where I live must be wholly
dedicated to God. Every item of
goods or property that is under my
control is hereby conveyed fully over
into the hands of God to be used by
Him as He will and to be taken from
my stewardship whenever the great
Owner wishes, and it is not my
business at all.

That is deep consecration.
What a covenant! No wonder
those brethren had power with
God. I fear that present-day
consecration is far too shallow.

A Tool for Purity
Job did not write out a
covenant as D. S. Warner did, but
the covenant he made was with
his eyes. He made a formal
agreement in his mind never to
dwell on the mental images of a
woman. Job understood that the
human body has urges. Making a
covenant with your eyes is the
number one tool for purity. The
eye covenant is not a command;
it is an invitation. You cannot
find anywhere in the Bible where
the Word of God says, "Thou
shalt make a covenant with thine
eyes." However, purity is essential for the people of God. Since
the Holy Spirit has given a tool
for purity, you might do well to
give it serious consideration.
Whether you are saved or
lost, your eyes will take in any
information placed in front of
them. Therefore, you must be
careful of what you look upon. It
is harder to get pictures out of
your mind than to get them into
your mind.
What is so unique about Job's
testimony is that he was not simply talking about rule keeping.
He knew that the potential problem of sexual temptation lies in
the heart of an individual. He
knew that it is the heart that must
be guarded from following wandering eyes. This battle with your
eyes is a lifelong battle. It begins
when you are very young, and it
continues until you are very old.
You do not want to be like
Solomon who loved and honored
God when he was in his youth
but fell away in his old age. The
love for other women stole his
heart. The Bible says in 1 Kings
11:4, "For it came to pass, when
Solomon was old, that his wives
turned away his heart after other
gods: and his heart was not
perfect with the LORD his God, as
was the heart of David his
father."
The ancient cities had walls
around them. To enter one of
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those cities, people had to go
through the city gate. If invaders
wanted to take over a city, they
attacked the most vulnerable
place. Where was that? It was the
gate to the city. The enemy of
souls wants access to you
through your eyes. It is up to you
to keep the "eye gate" closed. In
many ways your eyes function as
gates to the mind, and you must
be a vigilant gatekeeper and
avoid committing sin.
Job made a promise to
himself and to God to guard his
eyes around women. I believe his
example is worth following. I do
not have to tell you that we are in
a battle. Paul wrote in Galatians
5:17, "For the flesh lusteth against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh: these are contrary the
one to the other: so that ye cannot
do the things that ye would."
How to Avoid Lust
The Apostle Paul wrote in
2 Corinthians 10:5, "Casting
down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of
Christ."
Paul instructed in Ephesians
6:11, "Put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil."
One piece of the armor is the
helmet of salvation, and it has to
do with the mind. Isaiah 26:3
states, "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee." It will help you to
keep your mind stayed on the
Lord if you will make a covenant
with your eyes. Perhaps you
have been reading this verse for
years, but have you ever made a
covenant with your eyes?
What are the wiles of the
devil? They are the tricks and the
deceitfulness of the devil. Satan's
cunning devices are designed to
bring souls down to perdition.
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The desire for a companion is
one of the most powerful desires
in the human body. The Bible
says it is like a fire. As you cultivate a healthy respect for these
desires, you must channel them
in the direction they were meant
to go, which is toward building
healthy, godly relationships and
eventually consummating a special covenant between a husband
and a wife, not between two
women or two men.
When God made a covenant
with Moses on Mount Sinai, he
wrote the terms of the covenant
on two tablets of stone. Just as a
lawyer draws up a contract, God
made two copies: one for Himself and one for Israel. It may
help you in your battle against
lust to write out your own covenant, specifying what you will do
and what you will not do.
Job's so-called friends came
to him and began to accuse him
and, in so many words, said:
"Job, you must have some terrible sin in your life for all these
things to come upon you. You
must have been really bad." Job
began his defense by saying, in
essence: "I have done no such
thing. I made a covenant with my
eyes. Why then should I think
upon a maiden?" Job included his
final defense of integrity here. He
listed many positive things that
he had done in Job, Chapter 31.
Part of living a life above
reproach is avoiding lust. An
integral part of avoiding lust is
controlling what your eyes are
allowed to view. Job went on to
say in Job 31:4, "Doth not he see
my ways, and count all my
steps?" God knows what you
look at, where you look, and
what you think upon. You cannot
hide anything from God.
An Important Aspect of
the Christian Life
Job offered the reason he
would not look upon a woman in
a sinful way. He understood that
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God sees everything and understands everything. Job understood there is no way that any
man, woman, boy, or girl can
hide anything from God, including sin. If you are looking at
things that you should not look
at, God knows. Job sought to live
his life accordingly.
These things can be dangerous. We all need some accountability. Some people can check
your phone and see every site
that you have ever visited. I have
never been to one site that I
would be ashamed of, God being
my witness. What about you?
You may say, "Well, I can erase
things." Some people know how
to get around that.
What about your computer? I
have never been on any sites that
I am ashamed of. I made a covenant with my eyes. Hebrews 4:13
says, "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his
sight: but all things are naked
and opened unto the eyes of him
with whom we have to do." No
place is so remote that you can
escape the eyes of God. I made a
covenant with my eyes. Are your
eyes instruments of righteousness or unrighteousness?
Sexual purity is an important
aspect of the Christian life.
Romans 6:13 states, "Neither
yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto
sin: but yield yourselves unto
God, as those that are alive from
the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness
unto God." Every part of yourself
includes the eyes. Romans 13:14
instructs, "But put ye on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make not
provision for the flesh, to fulfil
the lusts thereof." When you look
at the wrong thing, you are making provision for your flesh.
I believe refusing to make a
covenant with your eyes could be
making provision for your flesh.
The Bible talks about it in 1 John
2:15-17, which reads: "Love not
the world, neither the things that
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are in the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the Father
is not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life, is not of the Father, but is
of the world. And the world
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever."
The Bible says that Jesus was
tempted in all points like as we
are, yet without sin. These three
things cover all temptations: the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life. Those
areas cover every temptation. In
the Scriptures the eyes are the
primary organ of perception, and
often the principle avenue of
temptation. Your eyes are the
principle avenue of temptation.
Why do some people hesitate
to make a covenant with their
eyes? When I felt the Holy Spirit
deal with my heart, I thought
about this, because the covenant
has no room for failure. A vow
may seem frightening because
you cannot back out of it. The
Bible says in Ecclesiastes 5:4,
"When thou vowest a vow unto
God, defer not to pay it; for he
hath no pleasure in fools: pay
that which thou hast vowed."
Someone may say: "I don't
want to make a covenant with
my eyes because I am afraid that
I might back out of the covenant.
If I make a covenant with my
eyes, what would God do if I
slipped up?" Look in the Old
Testament. Sometimes God killed
people when they broke their
covenant, sometimes He chastised them, and other times He
had mercy. All I would know to
do is get down on your knees
and beg Him for mercy.
I have no intention of breaking my covenant with God, but I
am not going to let the fear of
breaking my covenant keep me
from making a covenant. I have a
greater One on the inside than
the one on the outside, thank
God.

The Benefits of Making a Vow
There are benefits of making
a covenant with God. Do you
know why I have a covenant
with God? I want to see God.
Matthew 5:8 says, "Blessed are
the pure in heart: for they shall
see God." You must be pure to
see God. I want to get to Heaven,
and I want to see Him in this life.
I want to see Him in His power
and majesty. I want to see Him in
His holiness. Paul knew Him, but
he said in Philippians 3:10, "That
I may know him, and the power
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his
death."
I believe that vows give
power, even marriage vows.
Forty-two years ago I made marriage vows, or promises, before
God and to my wife and before
everybody in attendance that I
would love, honor, and cherish
her from that day forward, for
better, for worse, for richer, for
poorer, in sickness and in health,
till death do us part. I believe
those vows give power.
My wife and I made a
commitment that we were going
to get married and stay married.
I had parents who lived this and
drove this into my head. When
you make marriage vows, it is for
life. We need to teach young people that marriage is supposed to
last for life. It is that kind of commitment. You should not get
married thinking, "If this does
not work out, I can get a divorce." You need to have your
mind made up that this is the
person with whom you are going
to live for the rest of your life.
In the Old Testament there
was strength in Samson's vow.
However, Samson should have
made an eye covenant, because
his eyes are what got him into
trouble. There are benefits to
making an eye covenant. It will
keep you from breaking your
marriage covenant with your

spouse. The Scriptures let you
know that those who commit
adultery lack wisdom and understanding. They lack the understanding that they need to make
a covenant with their eyes.
David was a great man, and
he was a man after God's own
heart. However, David did not
have a covenant with his eyes.
Possibly David could not help
but see Bathsheba, but if he
would have had a covenant with
his eyes when he saw her bathing
on the rooftop, that would have
been the first and the last time he
would have looked at her. He
would have turned away from
Bathsheba. Since he did not have
a covenant with his eyes, he kept
looking until he committed adultery with her in his heart, and
then he literally committed adultery. David should have turned
away and practiced what Job
said in Job 31:1, which states, "I
made a covenant with mine eyes;
why then should I think upon a
maid?"
You are more likely to
commit adultery in your heart if
you do not make a covenant with
your eyes. Matthew 5:27-28
reads: "Ye have heard that it was
said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not commit adultery: But I
say unto you, That whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after
her hath committed adultery
with her already in his heart."
The Key to Surviving
Temptation
What is God's solution for the
problem of lusting in your heart?
God's solution is for you to look
away. Your eyes are the problem.
The problem is that you are using
your eyes to look at something or
someone that you ought not to
look at. James wrote in James
1:27, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father
is . . . to keep himself unspotted
from the world."
The religion that God accepts
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is pure and faultless, and it
includes keeping yourself unspotted from the world and
unpolluted. Part of being unpolluted and unspotted from this
world has to do with maintaining
a pure thought life. Some people
think it is okay to look as long as
they do not lust. That reminds
me of people who think it is okay
to have an idol in their house as
long as they do not worship it.
Making a covenant with your
eyes will help you to resist temptation. The key to surviving
temptation involves guarding
your eyes with all diligence. You
should think of having a covenant with your eyes as a good,
first-line defense against visual
temptations that you encounter.
Just as you can train your body,
you can train your eyes to look
away. Do not take a second look.
I want to be pure. I do not want
to be guilty of having sin in my
heart. Making an eye covenant is
an important part of the strategy
for killing sin.
Matthew 6:22-23 says: "The
light of the body is the eye: if
therefore thine eye be single, thy
whole body shall be full of light.
But if thine eye be evil, thy whole
body shall be full of darkness. If
therefore the light that is in thee
be darkness, how great is that
darkness!" Jesus taught that the
eye is the lamp of the body. He
said if your eye is evil, or bad,
then your whole body will be full
of darkness.
Do you know what dove's
eyes are? Dove's eyes are eyes
that have made a covenant with
the Lord. Proverbs 17:24 states,
"Wisdom is before him that hath
understanding; but the eyes of a
fool are in the ends of the earth."
I believe this covenant will
bring you closer to God. How
can you get close to God? The
Bible admonishes in James 4:8a,
"Draw nigh to God, and he will
draw nigh to you." If I draw near
to Him, He will draw nearer to
me. I make Him a promise, and
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He makes me a promise.
An eye covenant will take
you to a whole new level of intimacy with God. Perhaps this has
been a battle in your life. Sometimes you think you have victory
and you go along fine for a
while, and then you relapse and
say, "I thought I had victory."
Possibly you have gone to an
altar of prayer and repented, and
then you went along for a little
while and relapsed. Some people
have relapsed so many times that
they have given up and said, "I
just can't do it."
Count the Cost
Friend, there is a salvation
that you can have in Christ Jesus,
and there is a way that you can
live and stay saved. God has
given us a plan so that we each
can stay saved. If you will go by
what the flock says, you can go
through this life with victory.
You do not have to be up and
down and in and out.
Are you interested in making
an eye covenant? First, you need
to count the cost. It will not do
you any good to make a covenant with your eyes and watch
ungodly movies. I believe that
what God thinks is good and
what Hollywood thinks is good
are two different things. If you
are not willing to turn from those
things, then there is no sense in
trying to make a covenant with
your eyes. You would be working against yourself. This may
not be popular, but it is true because of the nakedness that many
movies show. If you are going to
make a covenant with your eyes,
you are going to have to stay
away from certain sites on the
Internet.
How do you go about making
a covenant? Making a covenant is
a definite step. It is like a line
drawn in the sand. In making a
covenant, you might pray and
then write it out. Making a covenant means that you are saying
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to yourself or writing down the
words of your specific pledge.
You need to tell God that you
will look away from anything
that would seduce you sexually,
cause you to lust, or desire that
which is not legitimate. You
should tell God that when the
opposite sex catches your attention, whether that person is
before you or merely in your
memory, that you pledge to lead
your thoughts elsewhere. You
should commit to this, knowing
that God sees and knows all that
you do, all that you say, and all
that you think. He hates all sin.
Job said he made a covenant.
What should your covenant say?
"I will not look intently or lustfully upon another woman. I will
not stare with desire. I will not
undress a woman in my mind. I
am committed not to let my heart
be led by my eyes."
When you make a covenant
with your eyes, you are promising to fight for what is right. Hebrews 12:4 states, "Ye have not
yet resisted unto blood, striving
against sin." Jesus taught that the
mark of a true disciple was an
absolute willingness to fight lust.
That is the reason Jesus said in
Matthew 5:29-30: "And if thy
right eye offend thee, pluck it
out, and cast it from thee: for it is
profitable for thee that one of thy
members should perish, and not
that thy whole body should be
cast into hell. And if thy right
hand offend thee, cut it off, and
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy
members should perish, and not
that thy whole body should be
cast into hell."
Jesus was not saying that you
should actually pluck out your
eye, but you should do what is
necessary to avoid sin. What you
can do is make a covenant with
your eyes. You might have to
pluck some DVDs out of your
home. You might have to avoid
certain Internet websites for
proper safeguard.
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Your eternal life depends on
how you live your life now. If
your eyes are causing you to sin
against the holy God, you had
better do something about it before it is too late. Jesus said it is
better to go to Heaven missing an
eye than having both eyes and go
to hell. I believe Jesus would say
that it would be better to make a
covenant with your eyes than to
be cast into hell.
A Declaration of Obedience
Job 1:8 reads, "And the LORD
said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that
there is none like him in the
earth, a perfect and an upright
man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth evil?" Do you know
what is amazing? I do not read
where God ever said that about
another man. Job is the only man
that I have read about where
God had a conversation with the
devil and asked, "Have you considered my servant Job?" I believe one of the reasons He was
able to do that was because Job
was a man who made a covenant
with his eyes. Hosea 4:6 states,
"My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge." A lot of folks
might have thought about making a covenant with their eyes.
Some people have been destroyed because they lacked
knowledge.
In the light of all that I have
said, do you realize the need for
an eye covenant? This is a declaration of obedience. I believe this
has to begin with the ministers.
You cannot lead people where
you have not been. As a minister,
if you have never really made a
covenant with your eyes, I ask
you to consider that. If you are a
father, you cannot expect your
son to make a covenant with his
eyes if you have not made a covenant with your eyes. As a
mother, you cannot expect your
daughter to make a covenant
with her eyes if you have not

made a covenant with your eyes.
The first step in making a
covenant involves real repentance and turning away from
your own deficient understanding and practices and embracing
what God says about how to
experience continuous victory.
How is it in your life? Are you
experiencing only partial victory? Some people experience
complete defeat, but by the help
of God, each of us who are saved
can experience continuous
victory.
A covenant does not have to
be for a lifetime. You can make a

covenant for twenty-four hours
and enjoy the victory and the
peace. Next, make a covenant for
three days, and then you can
make a covenant for a week.
Once you have made a covenant
for a week, you will be enjoying
the victory, and you will say, "I
am ready to make a covenant for
a month." Once you go for a
month, you are going to say, "I
am going to make this covenant
for a year." Once you do this for
a year, you will be ready to say,
"I am ready to do it for the rest of
my life." How about you? Job
said, "I made a covenant with

mine eyes."
Lust produces jealousy,
which produces lies, backbiting,
bitterness, hatred, and murder. It
is a well-known fact that your
body goes where your eyes lead.
Your focus is either on others,
yourself, or God. This makes all
the difference in the world.
Where are your eyes looking?
The lust that is hidden in your
heart can turn ugly very quickly.
I made a covenant with my eyes.
Are you willing to do the same?
(Compact Disc TR-2311)

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said—
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
"Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My gracious, omnipotent hand."
"When thro' the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be with thee thy trouble to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."
"When thro' fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not harm thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.
"The soul that on Jesus doth lean for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, tho' all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake."
George Keith
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Exodus 8:16 And the LORD said
unto Moses, Say unto Aaron,
Stretch out thy rod, and smite the
dust of the land, that it may become
lice throughout all the land of Egypt.
17 And they did so; for Aaron
stretched out his hand with his rod,
and smote the dust of the earth, and
it became lice in man, and in beast;
all the dust of the land became lice
throughout all the land of Egypt.
18 And the magicians did so
with their enchantments to bring
forth lice, but they could not: so
there were lice upon man, and upon
beast.
19 Then the magicians said unto
Pharaoh, This is the finger of God:

and Pharoh's heart was hardened,
and he hearkened not unto them; as
the LORD had said.
20 And the LORD said unto
Moses, Rise up early in the morning,
and stand before Pharaoh; lo, he
cometh forth to the water; and say
unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let
my people go, that they may serve
me.
21 Else, if thou wilt not let my
people go, behold, I will send swarms
of flies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into
thy houses: and the houses of the
Egyptians shall be full of swarms of
flies, and also the ground whereon
they are.

22 And I will sever in that day
the land of Goshen, in which my
people dwell, that no swarms of flies
shall be there; to the end thou mayest
know that I am the LORD in the
midst of the earth.
23 And I will put a division
between my people and thy people:
to morrow shall this sign be.
24 And the LORD did so; and
there came a grievous swarm of flies
into the house of Pharaoh, and into
his servants' houses, and into all the
land of Egypt: the land was corrupted by reason of the swarm of
flies.

Brother Garrett Haylock
God's People Are Separate
The Bible lets us know that
God placed a division between
Goshen and Egypt, or between
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His people and the world. You
cannot convince the world that
what you have is really of God if
you are doing everything they
are doing. As long as the people
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of the world, or even those who
profess religion, can duplicate
your actions, they will not be
convinced that the grace of God
is at work in your life.

As some people start to live
for God, it seems that they get
their eyes off God and on individuals and other religious people. They seem to forget that God
has specifically separated them
from the world.
The first two plagues, which
were of blood and frogs, went
throughout the land of Egypt.
Next, the Lord talked to Moses
concerning the third plague. The
Lord drew a line of division
between His people and the
people of Egypt. God's people
are separate from the world, just
as clearly as God separated
Goshen from the rest of the land
of Egypt.
The magicians in Egypt tried
to make lice, but they could not
do it with their magic. Had they
been able to bring forth lice, they
would have felt that plague was
nothing special. When Moses and
Aaron first went to pharaoh and
told him to let God's people go,
God told Moses to give pharaoh
a sign. So Aaron threw down his
rod, and pharaoh's magicians
came and did the same. I suppose they thought: "What's the
big deal? This is just a trick."
However, Aaron's rod, as a
snake, swallowed up their rods.
As God turned up the heat, so to
speak, when the magicians could
not make lice, they said, "This is
the finger of God" (Exodus 8:19).
I really believe that we are to
get to the place where the world
cannot match the things that we
do. I believe there is a clear mark
between the work of God and
what is going on in the world.
The world needs to see Jesus at
work in the lives of Christians in
order for the people to be convinced that what we have is real.
We can talk about holiness, but
we must let our light shine. Jesus
said in John 12:32, "And I, if I be
lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me." If we go
out there with the Truth of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and live
the holiness standard, we will

convince the world that we have
something that they do not have.
One time I was talking with a
man and invited him to church,
and he asked me about Happy
Hour. I said, "Happy Hour—
what is that?" He told me they
have it at the bars. I said, "Well,
my happy hour is the hour that I
go to church or the sweet hour of
prayer."
He said, "You sound different
from some of the other church
people that I know, because
when I go to Happy Hour, they
are there." He said when he saw
them there, he did not figure that
he could get anything out of their
church services if they were still
coming to see what he was getting at Happy Hour. Friend, the
world is watching. We need to
remember that God has placed
His people on a clear side with
Him. There should not be any
crossing over.
God Desires the Worship
of His People
The Scripture says that the
Lord spoke to Moses and told
him to tell Pharaoh, "Let my people go that they may serve me"
(Exodus 7:16). Right there, you
can see that God does have a
people, and He desires the worship of His people. Moses said
they needed to go three days into
the wilderness to worship God.
They had to get far away from
Egypt.
If you are going to serve God,
you have to get far away from
the world. It is not going to be
any easier tomorrow. You need
to do it today. Heaven is the
prize for faithful service to God.
People do not get saved just to
die and go to Heaven. They get
saved to work for God. Heaven
is a reward that comes to God's
people.
Next, Moses told Pharaoh
that if he would not let the people go, the Lord would send
swarms of flies upon them that
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would be everywhere among the
Egyptians. Moses made it clear
that the Lord would separate His
people from the Egyptian people.
As I read that, I thought of
what Jesus said when He was
praying in John, Chapter 17.
Jesus said He prayed that the
Father would not take them out
of the world, but that He would
keep them from the evil that is
in the world. You have to do
some of that keeping yourself.
You have to keep yourself in the
love of God. You have to keep
your heart with all diligence and
not go after the things of this
world. A lot of things are happening in the religious world,
and they need to see good, godly
examples.
Young person, you do not
have to wait until you get old to
get saved. I am glad that I accepted the Lord when I was
twenty-one years of age. Since
then, I have been living for God,
and I have been striving to do all
that I know He is requiring of
me. I love to serve the Lord. We
need Christian young people to
show other young people that it
pays to serve Jesus. If you will do
your part, God will always be
with you. He loved us all so
much that He sent His only
begotten Son, and whosoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Christ loved us so much that He
endured the shame and the
suffering of the Cross so that we
all might have life more abundantly. We need to show the
world the abundant life that we
are experiencing.
Moses did the things that
God said to do. God came upon
the scene and said in Exodus
8:23, "And I will put a division
between my people and thy
people: to morrow shall this sign
be." He was not bluffing. Verse
24 says, "And the LORD did so."
The Lord sent swarms of flies
into the land of Egypt, but
Goshen was clear of them.
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Pharaoh refused to listen,
so God sent more plagues. Exodus 9:4-6 reads: "And the LORD
shall sever between the cattle of
Israel and the cattle of Egypt: and
there shall nothing die of all that
is the children's of Israel. And
the LORD appointed a set time,
saying, To morrow the LORD
shall do this thing in the land.
And the LORD did that thing on
the morrow, and all the cattle of
Egypt died: but of the cattle of
the children of Israel died not
one."
Stay on the Lord's Side
Thank God, the Lord made a
clear line of division. Israel's animals were on one side and
Egypt's animals were on the
other side. Israel's cattle were
alive, and the Egyptians' cattle
were dead. God put that division
there with the rest of the plagues
as well. It is wonderful to be on
God's side. In Psalm 119:33 the
Psalmist David said, "Teach me,
O LORD, the way of thy statutes;
and I shall keep it unto the end."
Had the children of Israel
been careless and moved their
cattle into Egypt to graze because
the pasture seemed greener, and
God was killing the cattle that
were in Egypt, all the cattle in
Egypt would have died. It would
not have mattered whose cattle
were in Egypt. Those that were in
Goshen were spared.
God has made a separation
between His people and the
world. If you drift from God's
side to the devil's side, you could
find yourself in a lot of trouble.
This is something that you really
have to be careful with. God has
made a clear division, and your
task is to stay on God's side of
that division. There are a lot of
things to lure you to the other
side, but God is looking for total
obedience in His people. If you
find yourself in disobedience,
going over to the other side, you
will find yourself in big trouble
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with God. Again, God is looking
for total obedience.
Exodus 9:23-26 reads: "And
Moses stretched forth his rod
toward heaven: and the LORD
sent thunder and hail, and the
fire ran along upon the ground;
and the LORD rained hail upon
the land of Egypt. So there was
hail, and fire mingled with the
hail, very grievous, such as there
was none like it in all the land of
Egypt since it became a nation.
And the hail smote throughout
all the land of Egypt all that was
in the field, both man and beast;
and the hail smote every herb of
the field, and brake every tree of
the field. Only in the land of
Goshen, where the children of
Israel were, was there no hail."
Thank God, today there is protection in staying with God. You
need to stay on the Lord's side
and not wander away.
In Exodus, Chapter 10, again
we see how God kept that division between Goshen and Egypt.
Exodus 10:21-23 states: "And the
LORD said unto Moses, Stretch
out thine hand toward heaven,
that there may be darkness over
the land of Egypt, even darkness
which may be felt. And Moses
stretched forth his hand toward
heaven; and there was a thick
darkness in all the land of Egypt
three days: They saw not one
another, neither rose any from
his place for three days: but all
the children of Israel had light in
their dwellings."
The Difference Between
Light and Darkness
I thank God for the marvelous light that He has brought. He
took us out of darkness. Again,
God made a division between
light and darkness. Sometimes
even God's people can find themselves in dark places where they
ought not to be. Just imagine how
dark that plague of darkness in
Egypt must have been. It was a
darkness that could be felt. I
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have never been in darkness that
could be felt. The Egyptians
could not get up for three days
because of the darkness, but in
Goshen where the children of
Israel dwelled, there was light.
Today the world does not
understand how we can live in
this world free from sin. The
world seems to think that is not
possible, but we need to show
people that God has put a division between the world and His
people. Our task in these last
days is to show people the light
of the Gospel, to show people
that holiness is something that
can be obtained in this life. We
can live in this world and not be
of this world.
In the land of Egypt, there
was gross darkness, yet the children of Israel had light. Today
we are the spiritual Israel, and
the contrast should be as great
between the darkness of the
world, even the religious world,
and that which is the Church of
God and true light. It is a great
difference, and we need to hold
that up before the people that we
come in contact with. We do not
go out there with signs that say:
"I am a child of God. I am born
again." No, we walk in the light.
I thank God for that division.
This was not just a division that
God set in place in the Old
Testament among the literal children of Israel. This division has
been brought right into the New
Testament Gospel.
The job of God's people today
is to convince people that they
can really live a holy life in this
present world. Titus 2:11-14 tells
us: "For the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this
present world; Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who
gave himself for us, that he might

redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works."
Paul was writing about a peculiar people, a people that live in
the world and do not have any
desire to sin.
It is wonderful to live this
way. I am grateful to God that
we can live holy in this present
world. It is not something for us
to look for out in the future.
There is so much confusion in the
world about this. A lot of people
are looking for things that are not
going to happen. There is not
going to be a millennium to give
people a second chance to do this
thing right. People are going to
have to get this done right the
first time. God placed a division
between His people and the
world, and He has kept that division. God's people are not to mix
or mingle with the world. They
are to be a separate people. It
means something when someone
says he is God's child; therefore,
you must be careful of what you
get tied up with.
Walking in the Light
I was a licensed plumber for
twenty-five years, and I never
had to ask one of my plumbing
tools for its permission to use it.
My tools were always available
to me because they were mine. If
I loaned out a tool, I knew where
it was. How many times have
you said that you are God's, but
He does not even know where to
find you? You have been loaned
out, but not by Him. Therefore,
you need to be careful.
Are you on God's side? If so,
you need to remember that you
belong to God. As He divides,
you need to stay on the Lord's
side. Light and darkness definitely do not mix. In the beginning God created the world. In
Genesis 1:3-4 we read: "And God
said, Let there be light: and there
was light. And God saw the light,
that it was good: and God

divided the light from the darkness." Light is always good.
Christians walk in the light. We
do not like darkness. John wrote
in John 3:19, "And this is the
condemnation, that light is come
into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil."
God's people are walking in the
light and living right. We are
contending for the Truth and
right.
You need to take courage,
because God can help you to live
godly and righteously in this
present world. He has divided
the light from the darkness. He
has His people here as light. You
should let your light shine before
men. If you will let your light
shine, God will get glory, souls
will be saved, and others will be
encouraged to come out of darkness. If you live right, there is
something about living differently that makes other people
curious. When people get curious, they want to find out a little
more. Sometimes it happens just
as one songwriter penned: "I
went there to fight, but I'll tell you
that night, God certainly got a hold
of me." I am grateful that God got
hold of me, and I am not about to
let it go.
Although God planned to
take His people out of Egypt
shortly, He put a division between them and Egypt. Today
one of our greatest tasks as children of God is to walk in all the
light that we have knowledge of.
You see, the sin of omission hinders a lot of people. Many people
know better than to do what they
do, and that is sin. James 4:17
reads, "Therefore to him that
knoweth to do good, and doeth it
not, to him it is sin." Sometimes
people lose confidence in the
church because professing Christians are not consistently shining
for God.
Light cannot become darkness. Another little song says,
"You can't be a beacon if your light
GospelTrumpeter.com • November 2020

don't shine." You need to keep
shining for Jesus. As God
brought His children out of
Egypt and led them to the promised land, God told them in
Leviticus 20:26, "And ye shall be
holy unto me: for I the LORD am
holy, and have severed you from
other people, that ye should be
mine."
You Are Not of the World
Are you content to be God's
child? That is what you need to
consider. You might not be able
to do much, but you need to be
faithful in what you do. God separates you from the world to be
His. You may feel that is difficult,
especially when peer pressure
tears at you. You may find yourself wanting to step across to fit
in. Do not do it, young person.
You need to stay in this marvelous light. All that your heart can
desire and need is found in Jesus
Christ, not in the world. While I
was out in the world, there was
nothing worth living for. While
I was there, I thought it was
good, but once I got into God's
wonderful light, I realized what
a mistake I had made.
God has a people. Jesus said
in John 15:19, "If ye were of the
world, the world would love his
own: but because ye are not of
the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you." Today some
preachers say they have no enemies. If that is so, they definitely
cannot be preaching the Truth. In
Jesus' ministry many people did
not receive Him because of their
brand of religion. However, the
poor, the needy, the publican,
and the sinners were the ones
who gravitated to our Lord and
Savior.
You need to realize that if
you are not of the world, the
world will hate you. Leviticus
20:24 reads, "I am the LORD your
God, which have separated you
from other people." God has a
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true people, and I count it an
honor to be a small part of the
Church of God. I want to stay on
the Lord's side with light.
The religious world is really
mixed up when it comes to many
things. Some time ago I was talking with an individual who said
he was saved. I asked him if he
believed that he could live free
from sin?
He said, "No, you cannot do
that in this life." He went on to
say that he did not sin the way he
used to.
Friend, that is not salvation.
God saves you from your sins.
When the proclamation came as
Christ was sent into this world,
the angel told Joseph in Matthew
1:21, "And she shall bring forth a
son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins." Next, he
said: "I notice that you don't wear
a wedding ring. How are people
going to know that you are married? I wear my wedding ring
because I don't want to forget
that I am married."
I said: "I act as though I am
married. I don't forget that I
am married, and I don't need
a ring to remind me." The religious world is full of darkness.
We need to let our light shine

before the world. No matter
where I go without my wife, I
have never once forgotten that
I am married.
Depart From All Iniquity
Christ has separated me from
the darkness of this world and
has filled me with a desire to
walk in His marvelous light. I am
grateful, and by the help of the
Lord, I am striving to stay on the
right side of that separation with
God. The Lord hates division
among His people; however, He
has placed a separation between
His people and the world. This is
the only separation that the devil
hates. The devil is having a field
day with other divisions. On the
other hand, when he finds people
separated from the world, he is
very displeased because that is a
separation that makes God
happy. Dear one, take courage.
There is coming a day when that
separation will be forever.
Matthew 25:31-32 states:
"When the Son of man shall come
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit
upon the throne of his glory: And
before him shall be gathered all
nations: and he shall separate
them one from another, as a

shepherd divideth his sheep
from the goats." Many people are
going to cry out: "Lord, Lord,
didn't I do this? Didn't I do that?"
but that division will separate
them. The Scripture tells us in
2 Timothy 2:19, "Nevertheless the
foundation of God standeth sure,
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, let
every one that nameth the name
of Christ depart from iniquity."
Holiness living is about
departing from all iniquity, or
sin. If you are going to name the
name of the Lord, you must depart from sin, because the day is
coming when we all will stand
before the Judgment seat of
Christ. According to 2 Corinthians 5:10, "For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad."
You want to make sure that you
die with Christ, because to be
found in darkness would mean
eternal damnation for you. May
the Lord bless you and encourage your heart. I trust that these
words will prove to be an
encouragement to you.
(Compact Disc TR-125M)

Character is not made in a crisis—it is only exhibited.

[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

multitudes that they are capable
of caring for themselves and
need no help from above. Nothing could be further from the
truth and reality. Jeremiah 10:23
states, "O Lord, I know that the
way of man is not in himself: it is
not in man that walketh to direct
his steps." Without God's help we
are weak and unable to do for
ourselves as we really ought.
We know that God has
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blessed us with greater light and
understanding of God's Word.
We must also realize that with
this knowledge and understanding we are extremely responsible.
Jesus spoke in Luke 12:48 and
said, "For unto whomsoever
much is given, of him shall be
much required." God expects us
to be thankful for our spiritual
blessings and to verbally express
our gratitude, first to Him, and
then to others. One of the great-
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est expressions of thankfulness
shown is through obedience to
Him. We are to honor Him by
walking in the light. Thankfulness is more than mere words
from our lips. It calls for action in
our living. You can demonstrate
your thankfulness by living a
pleasing life to Him. You need to
praise Him continually with your
lips from a truly grateful heart.
Selected

December 27-30
Make your reservations now to come and
worship the Lord with us in an
old-fashioned meeting at God's Acres,
Newark, Ohio
The first service begins Sunday
morning at 10:00 a.m.

Send reservations to:
:
David L. Bush
725 N. Cedar Street
Newark, Oh 43055
Or call (740) 3451213
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