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In a few weeks it will be time
for another camp meeting. It
will be time to get together with
the saints to worship the Lord.
Pastor Roger Decker again
sends a welcome for you to join
us at God's Acres in Newark,
Ohio. It will be time to feast
on the Word of God and enjoy
fellowship with God's people.
We are looking forward to this
spiritual refreshing more so
now than ever before. Many
have been deprived of going
to church because of the epidemic that we suffered through.
We trust this meeting will be a
rewarding and memorable experience spiritually and physically.
Our greatest concern is to see
souls saved from sin's bondage.
We want to help them gain an
experience with God that gives
them constant victory over sin.
Camp meeting is also a time to
find greater strength and enlightenment. These special gatherings offer many good things
for the people of God. They are
designed to encourage faith by
bringing greater understanding
of the Truth. In addition, the
preaching of the Word will uncover many of the devil's devices. This is the reason it
is so necessary that we take
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advantage of these opportunities to receive godly instruction. The preaching of the Truth
enriches the heart and challenges us to press on in the battles of life. It is a blessing to sit
in an atmosphere where sin
does not pollute and the Holy
Spirit can move about freely.
Camp meeting is a time to
see and hear various ministers
sound forth the Gospel Truths.
They bring us the beautiful
Word of God that unfolds the
precious secrets found in the
sacred Scriptures. Men of God
share the many blessings of
their experiences as they deliver the heavenly manna. The
Lord has gifted each minister
with a unique way of presenting the message of Truth. These
men carry a burden for lost
souls and the spiritual growth
and welfare of the Church of
God.
As always, we are looking
forward to experiencing another wonderful time in the
Lord and with His dear saints.
We know that many good
things are in store for all who
will be at the camp meeting.
Being together with the saints
that love the Lord is always a
blessing. Hearing testimonies
of victories won through the
fierce battles of others is uplifting to our souls. Rest assured
that whatever effort you put
forth to be here this year will
not be a disappointment.
Finally, if you have not
already made plans to be at the
[continued on page 8]

Ezekiel 11:1 Moreover the spirit
lifted me up, and brought me unto
the east gate of the LORD'S house,
which looketh eastward: and behold
at the door of the gate five and twenty men; among whom I saw
Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and
Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes
of the people.
2 Then said he unto me, Son of
man, these are the men that devise

mischief, and give wicked counsel in
this city:
3 Which say, It is not near; let
us build houses: this city is the
caldron, and we be the flesh.
Ezekiel 12:22 Son of man, what
is that proverb that ye have in the
land of Israel, saying, The days are
prolonged, and every vision faileth?
27 Son of man, behold, they of
the house of Israel say, The vision

that he seeth is for many days to
come, and he prophesieth of the times
that are far off.
28 Therefore say unto them,
Thus saith the Lord GOD; There
shall none of my words be prolonged
any more, but the word which I have
spoken shall be done, saith the Lord
GOD.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Mocking God's Messengers
As we look at this Scripture
text, we can see that something
very dangerous took place in the
land of Israel. The Prophet Ezekiel said a prophecy was being
told around the nation of Israel
that days go by, one day after
another, and every vision comes
to nothing. There was a rising up
of Israel of old by saying the
prophecies of the prophets were

a long way off and would not
even come to pass.
Ezekiel said the leaders were
saying the prophecies were not
near. In other words, the leaders
were saying: "Let us go ahead
and build our houses and continue to dwell there. Destruction
is a long way off." What did God
say? He said, "There shall none
of my words be prolonged anymore." They had stirred God to
wrath. He had put up with Israel
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of old, and now they were denouncing the visions, or the
prophecies. In so many words,
they were saying: "Let us go
ahead and anchor down right
where we are. Even though God
promised the destruction of the
land, let us go ahead and build
our houses, because nothing is
going to happen."
Have you ever heard the
expression, "Nothing ever happens"? People say, "Preachers
3

preach and say this and that, but
nothing ever happens." I have
heard that said for many years.
The people in our Scripture text
said the prophecies were failing;
therefore, God said, in essence:
"My words will not be delayed
any longer. The words that I
have spoken will be performed."
That same spirit worked in
the days of the Apostle Peter,
right in the morning-time church.
The wise man said there is nothing new under the sun. Peter said
in 2 Peter 3:3-4: "Knowing this
first, that there shall come in the
last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, And saying,
Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the
creation."
Today people say: "Nothing
has changed. Since Creation people have said this and that is going to happen. All these prophecies have come to nothing." This
spirit is very much alive today,
and it is working a terrible condition of procrastination on sinners, and even on the people of
God. It deceives one into thinking that the Word of God does
not mean what it says, and the
days keep rolling by, one day
after another.
What did the wise man say in
the Book of Ecclesiastes? Ecclesiastes 8:11 states, "Because sentence against an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore the
heart of the sons of men is fully
set in them to do evil." These
words are so up to date.
What was going on in
Ezekiel, Chapter 11? Israel had
been listening to some evil counselors. It is never an easy job for
God's messengers to preach judgment and to talk about chastisement and judgment to come;
nevertheless, it is the duty of the
watchman on the wall. Often the
message and the messengers are
treated with contempt, but that is
nothing new.
4

Unbelief Stirs God's Wrath
The Bible tells us in 2 Chronicles 36:14-16: "Moreover all the
chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after
all the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of
the LORD which he had hallowed
in Jerusalem. And the LORD God
of their fathers sent to them by
his messengers, rising up betimes
[or many times], and sending;
because he had compassion on
his people, and on his dwelling
place: But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his
words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD
arose against his people, till there
was no remedy."
If the people in that day
could not get help through the
prophets, through the visions, or
through the prophecies, there
was no help. God said the people
mocked, despised, and misused
His prophets. They mocked the
messengers and despised His
words. God's messengers, His
Word, and His prophets were
His means of deliverance, but the
people rebelled against it; therefore, God said there was no
remedy.
I pray that no one gets
himself in that condition today.
When a person or a people get in
the condition where there is no
remedy, what is left? They are
doomed. In Isaiah 30:9-11 the
Prophet Isaiah wrote: "That this
is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear
the law of the LORD: Which say
to the seers, See not; and to the
prophets, Prophesy not unto us
right things, speak unto us
smooth things, prophesy deceits:
Get you out of the way, turn
aside out of the path, cause the
Holy One of Israel to cease from
before us."
You must always be careful,
dear one. It does not have to be a
preacher, but be careful of the
one that gives you advice that
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leaves your soul at ease and justifies you where you have been in
disobedience. Peter said there
were ones who scoffed at God's
promise. In essence, people said:
"Where is the promise? Things
are not any different from what
they were since Creation. Since
God made man and made the
world, nothing has changed. One
day follows another." If you get
into that mode or that way of
thinking, you are going to get
careless and sloppy in your experience, and you are going to let
things slide that you should be
taking care of.
Jesus said He would come
again, and you can read that Paul
said Jesus would come again, but
people are saying: "Where is the
God of Judgment? It must be that
the fathers looked in vain. Nature continues as usual. There is
no major, earthshaking event.
The world is continuing as
before." Unbelief is getting hold
of the people. They are thinking:
"Yes, God might have created the
world. He might have called into
action the forces that are now
working in the universe, but now
He leaves those forces to govern
themselves. He leaves off the
rule of the law, because God
does not interfere in the affairs of
man."
The teaching of the Word of
God is actually contrary to this
type of thinking. John 5:17 states,
"But Jesus answered them, My
Father worketh hitherto, and I
work." God and Jesus are involved in every affair of man.
Paul said in Acts 17:28, "For in
him we live, and move, and have
our being; as certain also of your
own poets have said, For we are
also his offspring."
It is God who sustains this
universe from day to day, hour
by hour, minute by minute, and
second by second. Without His
support, the world would collapse, and the order of society
would fall. The laws of nature
have no life and no power within

themselves. They are an expression of the divine will of God. All
the divine laws are in the control
of an all-powerful God who
changes not. God can suspend
their operation at His command.
Was it not God who divided the
waters of the Red Sea by sending
a mighty east wind so the children of Israel could walk
through the midst of the sea on
dry land? The divine law that
God set up works in divine order
because God is the God of
uniformity.
Putting Off Salvation
The scoffers cry, "Everything
is as it is," but that was not true.
Not everything has continued
since Creation. There were some
things that happened after Creation that were the divine judgment of God. Pharaoh and his
army were destroyed in the Red
Sea. Sodom and Gomorrah were
destroyed. Literal Israel was destroyed by Prince Titus in A.D.
70. Also, there was the Flood. It
was by God's Word that the
heavens and the earth were
made, and by God's Word they
are maintained.
Peter wrote in 2 Peter 3:6-7:
"Whereby the world that then
was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens
and the earth, which are now, by
the same word are kept in store,
reserved unto fire against the
day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men." Do not worry
about a bomb destroying the
world. When God is ready for
this world to end, He will destroy it. God is not a God of time;
He is an eternal God. Time was
set up for people. We are creatures of time, and our time is
swiftly moving us toward
eternity.
There is great peril in
procrastinating. Your soul is precious. Inside you is a soul that is
going to live throughout eternity.
If Jesus tarries, one day your

flesh is going to be boxed up and
buried, but your soul is going to
live throughout eternity. One of
the worst things that could happen to your soul is for you to get
in the mode of procrastination.
The people in Ezekiel's day
so stirred God that He told the
Prophet Ezekiel to write in Ezekiel 12:23, "Thus saith the Lord
GOD; I will make this proverb to
cease, and they shall no more use
it as a proverb in Israel; but say
unto them, The days are at hand,
and the effect of every vision."
Faith makes the distance nearer,
but unbelief puts the nearer at a
distance. Someone once said this:
"Unbelief looks in the wrong end
of a telescope." That is so true. A
man once said, "Where Satan
cannot persuade men to look
upon the Judgment to come as
doubtful and uncertain, yet he
gains his point by persuading
them to look upon it as a thing at
a distance, and there it loses its
force."
You may be thinking, "I know
I need to get saved, but I am not
ready yet." When will you be
ready? When are you going to
leave this world? You do not
know when that will happen. I
said those same words to Brother
Emerson Wilson before I got
saved: "God has talked to me.
Yes, He is drawing me, but I'm
not ready [to get saved] yet." His
answer was: "You never will be
ready; it is when God is ready."
Procrastination is a great
peril, and it seems that as long as
things go well with people and
they are prospering, they are
satisfied to go on as they are. The
real trouble comes when all those
things begin to dwindle and they
go down. The procrastinator
does not plan to be lost. That
person feels that someday, somewhere, sometime he is going to
make his peace with God.
Putting off your salvation is
like telling God: "I have something that I would rather do right
now. God, if You will stand by, I
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will come to You when I am
through with some things that I
want to get done. You stay right
there, Lord, and if I need You, I
will call on You."
There are things that people
love much more than they love
God. What does the Bible say
about such thoughts? Do those
thoughts go along with the teaching of Jesus? Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you." Many
people will not do that. They
want to handle things in their
own strength and in their own
time. What happens to them?
They go down.
Failing to Heed the Warnings
There are people in the Word
of God who put off their soul's
welfare until it was too late. In
the Book of Genesis, you can
read about what happened to
those who failed to heed the
warning in Noah's day. The people waited too long, the door of
the ark was shut, and the rain
began to fall. I have heard that
about eight million people lived
on the earth at that time, but only
eight were saved. Before destruction came, the people heard
warning after warning. They
were busy living from day to
day, and then they ran out of
time. Does it not look like the day
in which we are living? I want
you to read some verses of Scripture to see how it corresponds
with our day.
Jesus said in Luke 17:26-27:
"And as it was in the days of
Noah, so shall it be also in the
days of the Son of man. They did
eat, they drank, they married
wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah
entered into the ark, and the
flood came, and destroyed them
all." There was nothing wrong
with some of the things that the
people did. They had to eat and
5

drink, and a man likes to marry a
wife. What happened? The Flood
came and destroyed them all.
Those who fail to heed the
words of Jesus about the literal
destruction of Jerusalem suffered
a terrible catastrophe. They suffered terrible tribulation like
never before or ever will be. Matthew and Mark called it the
abomination of desolation. Luke
wrote to the Gentiles, so he got a
little plainer about what was to
take place. He did not call it the
abomination of desolation, but he
described what would happen.
In Luke 21:20-22 Jesus said:
"And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies,
[That was the abomination of
desolation; it was a hated thing.
The Jews hated the Romans. The
only time they went to the
Romans was when they wanted
to crucify Jesus.] then know that
the desolation [or the destruction] thereof is nigh. Then let
them which are in Judaea flee to
the mountains; and let them
which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are
in the countries enter thereinto.
For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are
written may be fulfilled."
Prince Titus and the Roman
armies surrounded Jerusalem
after they had sent messengers to
ask Jerusalem to give up, but
they would not do it. Prince Titus
went around and viewed the
situation, and the historian
Josephus said, "From the wall
came a darter's spirit and took
out one of his right hand men." I
believe God used that to stir up
Prince Titus. There was no more
mercy after that. Water and food
to the city were cut off. If anyone
tried to go over the wall of the
city with ropes or ladders, they
were captured and killed. That
was one of the most terrible
sieges ever recorded in the Bible.
Those who obeyed Jesus and fled
to the mountains came out of it
alive.
6

There was someone else who
procrastinated that you can read
about in the Bible. His name was
Felix. He was blessed to be visited by the Apostle Paul, and
Paul's words had an effect on
him. Acts 24:25 reads, "And as he
reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come,
Felix trembled [Felix understood
that he was guilty], and answered, Go thy way for this time;
when I have a convenient season,
I will call for thee."
In other words, Felix was
saying, "When I have a time that
I can spare, Paul, I will call for
you." We cannot read that Felix
ever met with Paul again, and we
cannot read that he ever attained
salvation. Felix wanted salvation
on his own terms, but it does not
work that way with God.
"Come Out of Her, My People"
People need to leave false
churches immediately. Why do
other churches not take the family name? The Father's name is
God. When you were born into
the world, you took your father's
name. God's people are the family of God. We have been called
out of sin and called out of false
churches, or Babylon, to one
body, one faith, one Lord, and
one baptism. Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:4-6: "There is one body,
and one Spirit, even as ye are
called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, One God and Father of
all, who is above all, and through
all, and in you all." God is not the
author of confusion. Are there
people saved in Babylon? Absolutely, and that is the reason they
need to hear the call, "Come out
of her, my people" (Revelation
18:4).
Babylon will destroy your
thinking and set people at ease.
When you come to the Church of
God, God does not want you in a
comfort zone, or at ease, so He
stirs you and keeps your soul
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active. Babylon will rock you into
a spiritual sleep. Why? You could
be a smoker or a drinker, and
down in Babylon they will tell
you: "That's all right. Do the best
you can. God understands." Yes,
God understands that you are
still living in sin because you
want to stay there.
What did the Prophet Jeremiah say about Babylon? Jeremiah 51:6 states, "Flee out [that
means to hurry and get out] of
the midst of Babylon, and deliver
every man his soul: be not cut off
in her iniquity; for this is the time
of the LORD'S vengeance; he will
render unto her a recompence."
The Old Testament Scriptures
are brought to light in the New
Testament. God took it from Jeremiah and brought it over to the
Revelation. In Revelation 18:4-6,
speaking of spiritual Babylon,
John wrote: "And I heard another
voice from heaven, saying, Come
out of her, my people, that ye be
not partakers of her sins, and that
ye receive not of her plagues [or
judgments]. For her sins have
reached unto heaven, and God
hath remembered her iniquities.
Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto
her double according to her
works: in the cup which she hath
filled fill to her double."
Some people do not want
to get help. Others want help,
but they want it only on their
own terms. They will take the
blessings that God gives them,
but they want to hang on to their
tobacco, their bad tempers, their
drugs, and their alcohol. They
do not want to be bound to the
degree that they get so bad that
they have to get professional
help, but they want to hang on
to their vices. They cannot serve
God until they come clean
completely.
Dear one, God wants to
cleanse you from every sin.
Those habits are sinful and harmful. Can you picture Jesus going
into a bar? Can you picture Him

on the streets selling drugs? No,
you cannot, and the Bible says
He was without sin.
If you keep putting off salvation, it is time for you to get
really serious. Your soul is the
real you. When the heart stops
beating and the breathing stops,
the soul will come out of the
body. You cannot see it happen,
but you are going to know the
effects when it does.
When someone kneels at an
altar of prayer, you cannot see
wrong spirits come out and a
right spirit go in, but it happens.
When the individual gets up, he
is a new creature; he is different.
If you are not saved, you should
not put it off any longer. You are
not guaranteed that you will live
through the night. You do not
want to spend eternity in a lost
condition.
Judgment Is Coming
The tribulation back in A.D.
70 was terrible. That ought to
show you what happens when
God backs off from mercy and
lets people do anything they
want to do. Rome had a free
hand, and God did not come to
the rescue of the Jews. As a
whole, the Jews rejected Jesus
Christ. Therefore, God did not
stand up for them and protect
them from the Roman army. He
let Rome have its way. When
they were in a trap, God let the
Roman soldiers slit people open.
One woman even baked her baby
because of starvation.
Do you know what I see in
that terrible tribulation? I see a
picture of judgment. At the final
Judgment, Jesus will not step
forward and say: "Now, wait a
minute, Father, I know his name
is not in the Book of Life, but he
was a good guy. He came close."
Dear one, if you are not saved,
do not cast your soul away for
drugs or the cheap things of this
life.
If you are saved, do not let

the fact that you are a Christian
get you to procrastinate about
things that the Lord has shown
you that you need to take care of.
Do you need to ask someone for
forgiveness? Some people have a
really hard time with restitutions.
If you owe money to someone or
have neglected your bills, you
need to straighten it out and seek
forgiveness. A restitution could
be something that you borrowed
from someone and you have not
returned it. Do not procrastinate.
Do not neglect something that
God has told you to do. You
should not wait until you are on
your deathbed struggling to
breathe to make restitution. You
should do it while you have the
right use of your mind and the
ability to do it. When God brings
something to your mind, He will
give you time to deal with it. You
need to pray about it and ask
God to work it out. If someone is
alive where you can make the
restitution, God will get glory out
of it.
One has said, regarding those
who put off salvation until the
last, it is a thousand to one
chance that they will not have
time to do it later. Sometimes
getting grace is a work that cannot be done in a hurry. While the
poor soul awakens or addresses
himself upon a sick bed to repentance in prayer, oftentimes that
person is in awful confusion. He
may be medicated and in pain
and awakened to his need of
repentance, but it is difficult to
get the mind clear enough to repent. It is a work of grace. It
would be a tragedy to go to the
Judgment unprepared to meet
God. There are more ways than
sickness to go out of this life. You
need to have oil in your vessel
and grace to get it when you
need it.
The reason some people
procrastinate is that they feel
God is not going to do anything
about it. They feel that God, who
is rich in mercy, loves them so
GospelTrumpeter.com • June 2020

much that He will always give
them another chance. Many times
that is true. Look at Noah's day.
Noah preached for more than
one hundred twenty years. Look
at Felix. Many times people are
still no better off after having
many chances than they were
after the first chance.
Another reason people put
off salvation is that they think:
"Preachers have been saying that
today is the day of salvation for a
long time. I know that verse
well." Others say, "I want to try
sin for a little while and see what
it is like before I get saved."
That is like a man saying: "I want
to try cancer and see if it is really
as bad as people say it is." You
may say, "When I am sick of sin,
then I will consider getting
saved." These thoughts are very
dangerous.
Seek the Lord While
There Is Time
The world has a power to it,
and that power will bind you. At
one time drug abuse was minimal, but today it is all over our
streets, in the schools, and in
work places. A lot of restaurants
and other places are full of employees on drugs, including dealers. There was a time when you
rarely heard of drug cartels
coming across our borders.
Another thing you have to be
careful of is thinking that you are
going to live a long life. You may
be young, but you do not know
how much longer you have in
this life. Yes, you might live to an
old age, but you do not know.
Many movie stars who seemingly
had it all took their own lives on
drugs. Some of them were young
and had their whole lives ahead
of them. Maybe some even had
an Oscar award waiting for
them, but they passed away.
One thing you always want to
remember is that God has another side besides mercy. The
Prophet Ezekiel wrote in Ezekiel
7

12:28, "Therefore say unto them,
Thus saith the Lord GOD; There
shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but the word
which I have spoken shall be
done, saith the Lord GOD." In
other words, God was saying:
"Ezekiel, you do not have to
worry anymore. My words will
not be delayed any longer. I am
going to take care of it."
Another reason that people
procrastinate is that the fear of
God is not present in their lives
as it ought to be. Please do not
wait until Satan has scarred and
destroyed your life and you have
nothing left to offer God. Many
people are in such pitiful shape.
God does have mercy and saves
those who call upon Him, but
some cannot do anything for God
because they have gotten so
messed up in sin. They have so
many scars from sin that they can

hardly even hold their right
mind. Do not wait until you get
in such a state. You need to come
to the Lord while you can. Do not
put it off a moment longer, because one of these days, time will
be swallowed up in eternity. One
day you are going to go to Him,
and you do not know when that
day will be.
Putting off repentance is one
of the most dangerous things you
can do in your life. You may put
off a lot of things. You may put
off taking a vacation. You may
put off this or that, but do not put
off repentance. Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first
[make it a top priority] the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you."
There is a great danger in
procrastinating. If you are not
saved, you need to take care of

your soul. If you are saved but
God has shown you that you
need to take care of something,
you need to do it as quickly as
possible. Do not let it hinder your
spirituality. God wants you to
grow spiritually. If you fail to
obey the Lord, the next thing you
know, you will not enjoy the
church services as you once did
and the world will start appealing to you more. You need to be
careful.
If you need to be saved, you
should not keep putting it off. If
you are bound by drugs, alcohol,
or something else, when are you
going to quit? You may say, "I
can quit when I get ready." No,
you have not been able to do that
so far. God can help you to quit
whatever it is right now.
(Compact Disc TR-2215)

[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

camp meeting, now would be a
good time to do so. For reservations and lodging, please contact
Brother or Sister Dave Bush at
Church of God, 675 N. Cedar
Street, Newark, Ohio 43055 or
call 740-345-1213. We also urge
you to begin praying for the
meeting. God knows what each
one of us stands in need of. He is
ready and able to help supply
each need. His divine direction
for the services is such an important matter. Having the right
man bring each message is vital
for the hour. Before the meeting,
the local congregation always
sets aside a time for prayer and
fasting to seek God's leadership.
We know that He is ready to do
His part to bring success, but we
must ask for His divine help and
guidance. God's overshadowing
presence is what will assure
victory and blessing in this
coming camp meeting.
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Only One Narrow Way
(John 14:6; 10:9)

Only one narrow way, "I am the way;"
Only one open door, "I am the door;"
Only one Shepherd kind, to heal the sick and blind;
Only one cross for souls that are lost.
Only one mind and mouth, all speak the same;
Only one Church of God, kept in His name;
Only one gentle hand to lead the little band,
Only one holy plane, one Heaven to gain.
Oh, see His crimson blood, flowing for all;
Behold thy patient Friend drinking life's gall;
Only one rest complete, low at His lovely feet,
Only one fountain free, 'tis flowing for thee.
B. E. F.
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Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is
come to seek and to save that which
was lost.
11 And as they heard these
things, he added and spake a parable,
because he was nigh to Jerusalem [he
was talking about the triumphant
entry into Jerusalem, which took
place a few days before Christ's crucifixion], and because they thought
that the kingdom of God should
immediately appear.
12 He said therefore, A certain
nobleman went into a far country to
receive for himself a kingdom, and to
return.
13 And he called his ten
servants, and delivered them ten
pounds, and said unto them, Occupy
till I come.
14 But his citizens hated him,
and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to
reign over us.
15 And it came to pass, that
when he was returned, having

received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called
unto him, to whom he had given the
money, that he might know how
much every man had gained by
trading.
16 Then came the first, saying,
Lord, thy pound hath gained ten
pounds.
17 And he said unto him, Well,
thou good servant: because thou hast
been faithful in a very little, have
thou authority over ten cities.
18 And the second came, saying,
Lord, thy pound hath gained five
pounds.
19 And he said likewise to him,
Be thou also over five cities.
20 And another came, saying,
Lord, behold, here is thy pound,
which I have kept laid up in a
napkin:
21 For I feared thee, because
thou art an austere man: thou takest
up that thou layedst not down, and
reapest that thou didst not sow.

22 And he saith unto him, Out
of thine own mouth will I judge thee,
thou wicked servant. Thou knewest
that I was an austere man, taking up
that I laid not down, and reaping
that I did not sow:
23 Wherefore then gavest not
thou my money into the bank, that
at my coming I might have required
mine own with usury?
24 And he said unto them that
stood by, Take from him the pound,
and give it to him that hath ten
pounds.
25 (And they said unto him,
Lord, he hath ten pounds.)
26 For I say unto you, That unto
every one which hath shall be given;
and from him that hath not, even
that he hath shall be taken away
from him.
27 But those mine enemies,
which would not that I should reign
over them, bring hither, and slay
them before me.

Brother Richard Talbot
The Nobleman's Investment
It is surely wonderful to be a
child of God. I cannot think of
anything else I would rather be
and to know I am born into the
family of God's people. I have

citizenship in Heaven. I am on a
pilgrimage through this world,
looking for a better place with
great expectation and great hope.
It is wonderful to have a relationship with the divine Creator and
to know that I can talk to Him
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and He hears me. Sometimes
people walk by and say, "How
are you doing?" and keep walking. They never stop to hear the
answer. God not only stops and
listens but also gives comfort,
strength, encouragement, and
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hope that nothing else can
provide to your soul.
In our Scripture text in verse
27 Jesus said, "But those mine
enemies, which would not that I
should reign over them, bring
hither, and slay them before me."
When I think about this parable,
there are so many things we
could study in this. The servants
who were given the pounds
knew that what they were given
was not their own. What they
received belonged to the nobleman, and he gave them a responsibility, or a duty. He gave it to
them with expectation, and they
understood what they needed to
do with it.
In Acts 3:6 Peter and John
came to the lame man, and Peter
said, "Silver and gold have I
none; but such as I have [or such
has been given to me] give I thee:
In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth rise up and walk."
Saint, you have been given
something from the Lord, and He
expects a return on His investment. You need to be able to offer to people something that you
have from the Lord. Peter and
John changed that lame man's
life forever. They gave to him
what was given to them. They
had something to give.
The servants in this parable
each received a pound, and they
were expected to do something
with it. I want you to understand
Jesus' purpose in telling this. He
gave an answer because some
thought the Kingdom of God
would come immediately, but to
us this admonition is directed
now. The servants received
something from their nobleman
who was going away, and he
delivered each of them an equal
sum of one pound and told them,
"Occupy till I come," or until he
returned.
The word occupy means "to
engage or employ the mind." It is
a hard task for many people to
employ their minds and to get
synchronized with the will of
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God for their lives. The word
occupy also means, "to give attention to, to take hold of as a possession, to be active, to be concerned about, to be immersed in,
to keep busy at something." In
other words, the servants were to
take the pound and get busy with
it.
Keeping Busy With What
God Has Given You
Saint, we are living in an age
of spiritual lukewarmness, or a
time of careless living. It is a time
when many souls are not truly
occupying what God has given
them to their fullest ability. Oh,
how you need to realize that one
day you are going to receive a
call at an unexpected moment,
when you are not really thinking
that anything is going to happen!
God is going to call you out into
eternity, and you will have to
give an account of what you have
done and to give an account of
how you have used any talent
that God has given you.
It is important to realize that
you need to keep busy with what
God has given you. You need to
work at it, pray, study the Word,
and keep your mind busy on the
things of God. You need to keep
your heart, the center of your life,
focused on things that are going
to affect you in the long term.
You need to be alert regarding
how important it is to be ready.
You do not know the day or the
hour of the Lord's return; therefore, you need to keep busy with
what He has given you to do.
Jesus said, "Occupy till I
come." In other words, you must
stay at it and keep working on
what He has given you to do.
You need to make it a profitable
thing. Do not pay any attention
to the fact that He may be gone
for a long time. Do not get careless in occupying until He gets
back. It may be days, weeks,
months, or years down the road.
Whatever length of time it is, you
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need to stay busy at your salvation; stay busy in your soul because everything is at stake. You
must stay busy and occupy until
the Lord comes, whether it is
soon or late, in the daylight or in
the darkness of night, during the
storm or the calm, during the
drought or the extreme cold.
In Mark 13:34-37 Jesus said:
"For the Son of man is as a man
taking a far journey, who left his
house, and gave authority to his
servants, and to every man his
work, and commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye therefore:
for ye know not when the master
of the house cometh, at even, or
at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: Lest
coming suddenly he find you
sleeping [indifferent or not really
occupying, or staying busy]. And
what I say unto you I say unto
all, Watch."
Sometimes you may find
yourself slacking off. God may
alert you to that. I know there
have been times in my experience when it seemed that God
got me by the ear and gave me
a jerk and said, "Son, you need to
get down to more serious prayer"
or "You need to get into the Bible
more" or "You need to study
more." God will not let you go
very far. You have to be willing
to line up and say: "Thank You,
Lord! I appreciate the chastisement. I do not want to get careless in my soul and lose out with
You." It is a constant duty, as
much as anything else in life. It is
a duty to serve God, stay saved,
be spiritual, live godly, and be
mindful of eternal values. It is a
constant, lifelong duty to each of
us.
Never Give Up
At the age of eighty, Winston
Churchill was called upon to
give a commencement speech to
the boarding school that he
attended in his youth. He was
rejected by preoccupied parents

in his childhood. He had numerous failures in school and political failure upon failure. He gave
one of the shortest commencement speeches on record. When
the time came for him to approach the podium at that graduation ceremony, he said, "Never,
never, never give up."
We can say the same thing to
the saints of God in this great
battle. No matter what happens
in your life, no matter what takes
place, even if the event just
seems to try to blow you away,
do not give up. You need to stay
busy with God through the hard
times and through the easy times.
Latch onto your spiritual experience and do not let it go. Do not
let yourself get cold in your soul.
Do not let your prayers dry up.
Do not let the Bible become a
dead book to you; let it be alive,
be spiritual, and be true to your
soul. Dear one, you must never
give up, never quit, never slack
off. Eternity is coming. Occupy
until He comes. How important
it is to occupy!
If people would fight sin as
much as they fight getting old,
our world would be a moral paradise. Many people are afraid of
getting old. Some people are
even ashamed of their gray hair,
and they dye it. God wants you
to be your natural self. Why be
ashamed of gray hair? You have
lived long enough to get it, so be
thankful for it. Gray hair is an
honor. God said so. One thing
that is really sickening is a grandmother trying to act like her teenaged granddaughter. You need
to be true to yourself. Covering
up your gray hair is not going to
make you any younger.
Between the cradle and the
grave, you might have a long
time between the day that you
were first saved until your end.
So many things can happen in
that time, some good and some
bad, some easy and enjoyable
and pleasant, but some things
will leave scars upon your life.

Some things will leave hurt, pain,
and shocking disappointment.
You will get through some things
easily, but with other things you
will have to really get down in
earnest prayer before God and
hold on to keep your soul alive.
The devil and all his powers
are working against each of us.
Sooner or later, somewhere in
your life, and many times over,
the devil will work to get you to
dry up spiritually. He wants you
to lose that vital contact with
Almighty God and to forget the
very songs that you once sang. I
remind myself a lot of times of
the song that says, "I don't need to
understand, I just need to hold His
hand. I don't ever need to ask the
reason, why. For I know He'll make
a way through the night and
through the day, I don't need to
understand, I just need to hold His
hand." That is a good song, and it
is beautiful when it is sung, but
what about living it out?
Often we want to know why
certain things happen, but God
answers: "Just trust Me. I know
what I am doing. I know where
I am leading you. I know how I
am working in your life. Trust
Me." You may say, "But it does
not make sense." That is where
trust comes in. God knows, but I
do not. I try to know. I am a curious fellow. I like to know everything about everything that I am
involved with. I want to know all
the details of situations and problems, but God just says, "Believe
in Me, trust Me, and hold My
hand." If you will hold tight
enough to God's hand, He will
not fail you.
Dealing With Problems
Where You Are
Having the right attitude is so
very important. When the Lord
told the discouraged fishermen
to cast their nets into the water
again, it was right back in the
same place that they had been
fishing and working all night and
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had caught nothing. In essence,
Jesus told them, "Go back out
there."
"But, Master, we have fished
there all night and never caught
a thing. We are skilled fishermen.
We know what we are doing."
Have you ever felt that way?
You might not have said that to
the Lord, but perhaps you felt
that way a time or two. The Lord
told them to go back out and cast
their net on the other side. They
went out and cast their net on the
other side according to the Lord's
command. When they did, they
had to call for help because they
caught such a large load of fish.
You do not need to understand.
You just need to obey and listen
to His command. He knows how
to work with you and how to
lead you.
Sometimes when you get
discouraged, you may think: "If I
could only move to some new
place, it might be easier to get out
of this place where I am really
discouraged and go over to this
other place." Running from your
problem may seem easier, but
you can never run fast enough to
get away from those problems.
No matter what part of the country you move to, you cannot get
away from your trouble. You
need to stay put and conquer
your trouble. Do not let trouble
rule you or push you around.
You cannot dodge it. You cannot
hide your head in the sand and
act as though it is not there.
Some problems are very real
and very fierce. They are real
battles; they are not just mental
things. Some things you go
through are truly heartbreaking
problems, and they need to be
dealt with, conquered, and overcome right where you are. You
can win right where you are. You
may think that if you could be
someone else or go somewhere
else or do something else, it
might not be hard to have fresh
faith and courage, but you cannot
be anyone else.
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God made you as He did. He
gave you the mind you have, the
personality you have, and the
makeup you have. You are important to the work of God
exactly as you are. You are needed just as you are. You cannot be
anyone else. God wants you to
win where you are and to succeed at what you are doing. You
must be spiritual, be a lively
stone for Him, and be active in
the work of God. You need to
keep yourself busy and occupy
until He comes.
Having the Right Attitude
Your attitudes determine
your actions, whether good or
bad. Attitudes are capable of
making the same experience
pleasant or painful. When you
are going through a difficult
time, it is hard to change your
attitude in the midst of the battle.
In your mind you may be thinking, "If I could only change how
I feel about this." If you can get
your attitude changed, the same
problem is still there, but oh
what a different approach you
can have to it.
You can change things. You
can deal with things that are
bothering you and have the right
attitude. If you do not learn to
laugh at trouble, you will not
have anything to laugh at when
you get old, so learn to laugh at
trouble. If you have a right attitude, all the problems in the
world will not be able to make
you a failure. With a wrong attitude all the help that you could
ever have will not make you a
success. You need to have the
right attitude.
What is it that brings out the
best in some people while the
same circumstances seem to
bring forth nothing but wrong in
others? It is a person's attitude.
So much of your joy and success
in difficulties is a result of your
attitude. How do you look at
difficulties, trials, and hard
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places? Proper attitudes are
sometimes difficult, but stop and
think: "Am I going to let this situation whip me? Am I going to let
it conquer my spiritual life? Am
I going to lose power with God
because of this problem?" It is not
worth it.
You need to have a positive
view. Consider the trial a spiritual challenge. Think about the
young lad David as he faced
Goliath. The Scriptures seem to
read as though it was a very simple, quick, and easy thing. However, I like to think of David as
being a human being and battling
thoughts, feelings, and ideas. He
had something strong within
him. Real life experiences with
God overpowered the human
element within David. As he approached that giant, he might
have glanced at the giant, but his
gaze was set upon the power of
God. You need to learn to glance
at your problems and put your
gaze upon the Lord. Fasten your
eyes upon the hills from whence
cometh all your help. God will
not fail you. Give your problems
just a glance, and then fasten
your eyes on the Lord.
Having Godly Scruples
As you get older, the days go
by quickly. Your mind is still
very young, but the body keeps
aging. I would like to do things I
did when I was sixteen, but my
body cannot keep up with it. The
years fly by so fast, and you will
look back and see all that you
have gone through. Let us not
forget that Jesus said, "Occupy
till I come." None of us knows
the day or the hour of our departure, so I just want to remind you
that you must keep busy at being
saved every single day.
When I thought about these
things, I thought about the need
of having godly scruples. The
meaning of the word scruple is, "a
moral or ethical consideration or
standard that acts as a restraining
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force that inhibits certain actions;
to hesitate at doing something;
giving yourself time to consider
the end result before you leap."
In other words, having godly
scruples is connected with your
conscience. Having true godly
awareness can work to cause you
to stop before you cross the line
of sin, to stop and think before
you act, or to stop and think
before you speak.
You need to stop and think
before you say yes to something.
Do not commit yourself and get
yourself entangled in things that
you later wish you had never
gotten involved in. Stop and
think. You have the right to say
no. You do not have to do everything that you are asked to do. If
you do everything others ask you
to do, you should not gripe and
complain about it. Sometimes
you may need to say, "I'm sorry,
but I just cannot do it." If you do
say yes and you take that responsibility, you need to deal with it.
You should not complain and
growl about it after you agree to
do it.
You need to keep yourself
right with God and have godly
scruples. You should not get so
involved in things on Saturday
night that it keeps you up so late
that you cannot be your best in
the services on Sunday. You need
to be able to give your mind to
the duty of worship, to prayer,
to being spiritual, and to give
your best for the Lord. You must
listen to the warnings of your
conscience.
Prepare Yourself and
Keep Diligent
I want to review a couple of
questions. What are you doing
with the investment that God has
made in you? How do you view
your spiritual duty? I think about
the ten virgins who went out to
meet the bridegroom. All ten of
them set out in good shape. I do
not believe they began as two

groups. I picture them as ten
saints. None of them knew the
quality of spiritual life that the
others had. They were ten virgins, and they all looked good.
All of them were spiritual and
ready to go forth to meet the
bridegroom. They all seemed to
be good sisters in the Lord. This
parable is spoken in retrospect,
looking back on the situation.
When they started out, everything was going well. They all
had their lamps burning. They
were ten pure people, but it took
a circumstance to separate the
good from the bad. Circumstances will still separate us.
They will try us, test us, and
prove us. Difficulties are given to
us so that God can see what we
are really made of, so God can
teach us what we need to add to
our spiritual lives.
Five of the ten virgins were
not so diligent. They failed to
occupy, or keep diligent. They
failed to really prepare themselves. Had their minds been set
upon the duty of staying prepared to greet the bridegroom,
they all would have carried extra
oil. Some of them felt that the
bridegroom was going to come
right away, so they did not carry
extra oil.
Five of the virgins were really
sincere and occupying. They
were keeping busy and exerting
extra effort. They carried what I
call "just in case" oil. When I go
on a long trip, I always put a
couple of extra quarts of oil in
the back of our vehicle just in
case I need it. I do not expect to
have to use it, but one never
knows. I have been on some very
lonely highways where, had I
needed some oil, I never would
have been able to get it.
I know that I am right with
God, but just in case, I want to
pray extra. I want to get in the
Word and dig a little deeper. I
want to grow a little closer to
God. I want to be a little stronger
with God. I do not want to be a

mediocre Christian. I do not
want to ride the line of being a
Christian and not being a true
Christian. I do not want to be
lukewarm. I do not want to be
careless in my soul, because I
never know when I am going to
be tested or tried.
Deepen Your Experience
With God
The five foolish virgins found
that all their great expectations
were washed away. The Prophet
Ezekiel said in Ezekiel, Chapter
33, that even though a righteous
man has lived many years, if he
sins at the end, all those previous
years will be cancelled out, or
wasted, because of that one sin.
On the other hand, if a wicked
man lives a hundred years in his
wickedness, and at the end he
repents and gives his life to God,
God will save him, and he will
enter the courts of glory as if he
had always been saved. God is
fair and just, but let us who are
Christians make sure that we are
carrying that "just in case" oil. Let
us make sure that we are giving
God the extra that is needed to
secure our salvation. Do not be
satisfied with just getting along.
I want to dig deep and be real in
my Christian life. Occupy, stay
busy, keep at it, and never, never
give up!
Speaking of Noah's day, Jesus
said that the people knew not
until the Flood came. They never
became aware of the truth until it
was too late. When Peter denied
the Lord those three times, he
did not really grasp in his mind
what he was doing until he heard
that cock crow, and then the
warning of Christ came back to
him, but he had already done his
evil deeds. You and I will never
know how deep our experiences
are until we have been tested and
tried.
Jesus spoke about two houses
in Matthew, Chapter 7. One was
built on the rock, and one was
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built on the sand, but from the
ground up, they both looked the
same. No doubt, they both were
beautiful homes and seemingly
well-constructed. The inhabitants
were living in them happy and
joyful for their new homes. You
never know how solid the
foundation is until the rain falls
and the floods rise and the winds
blow and beat against that house.
The house built on the sand
had no real foundation, and it
collapsed.
Dear one, do not try to get
through to Heaven on your outward appearance, although your
outward appearance is very important. We still have an outward standard of holiness in the
Church of God, but we need an
inward work that goes deep into
the solid Rock, Christ Jesus. Trials are going to come. Trouble
and hardships are going to come.
You may not see it now, but
every one of us is going to be
tested. You need to make sure
that you are genuine, saint of
God. God sees your foundation
and the depth of your Christian
experience.
How is it with your soul? Are
you truly occupying the investment that God made in you? Are
you giving your salvation all that
you have? Are you putting into
the things of God all that you
possibly can? It is so essential
and so needed, lest you fail and
be disappointed at the end. May
God help us all to be true to Him.
Remember, Jesus said, "Occupy
till I come."
(Compact Disc TR-2025)

Your walk must square
with your talk.
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Ending the Cycle

Have you ever felt trapped in
a situation or a trial? Have you
ever felt that some behaviors or
habits were sabotaging your
walk with God? In the past some
of my behaviors were destructive
to the plan that God had for me.
It was as though I was stuck in a
cycle.
Romans 7:19 tells us, "For the
good that I would I do not: but
the evil which I would not, that I
do." That is a very negative cycle.
There are many examples in
the Old Testament of the children
of Israel being stuck in a negative
cycle of idolatry. So many times
God helped them, yet they returned to worshiping idols. An
example of this is found in
Exodus 32:1, which reads, "And
when the people saw that Moses
delayed to come down out of the
mount, the people gathered
themselves together unto Aaron,
and said unto him, Up, make us
gods, which shall go before us;
for as for this Moses, the man
that brought us up out of the
land of Egypt, we wot not what
is become of him."
The Israelites did not know
what happened to Moses, so they
asked Aaron to build a fake god
for them. This seems extreme,
considering what God had already done for them. God had
chosen Moses to lead them out of
slavery, and then they decided to
make a false god. Have there
been times in your life when you
did not know where God was or
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what He was doing, so you began to take situations into your
own hands? Maybe you sought
counsel from the things of this
world or confided in people who
were unsaved. Leaning to your
own understanding is one of the
quickest ways to start a negative
cycle of destructive behavior that
sabotages your relationship with
God.
In the Book of Joshua,
Chapter 24, Joshua confronted
the people of Israel because,
again, they started to worship
false gods and disobey the Lord.
Verses 2-16 state: "And Joshua
said unto all the people, Thus
saith the LORD God of Israel,
Your fathers dwelt on the other
side of the flood in old time,
even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nahor:
and they served other gods. And
I took your father Abraham from
the other side of the flood, and
led him throughout all the land
of Canaan, and multiplied his
seed, and gave him Isaac. And I
gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau:
and I gave unto Esau mount Seir,
to possess it; but Jacob and his
children went down into Egypt.
"I sent Moses also and Aaron,
and I plagued Egypt, according
to that which I did among them:
and afterward I brought you out.
And I brought your fathers out of
Egypt: and ye came unto the sea;
and the Egyptians pursued after
your fathers with chariots and
horsemen unto the Red sea. And
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when they cried unto the Lord,
he put darkness between you
and the Egyptians, and brought
the sea upon them, and covered
them; and your eyes have seen
what I have done in Egypt: and
ye dwelt in the wilderness a long
season. And I brought you into
the land of the Amorites, which
dwelt on the other side Jordan;
and they fought with you: and I
gave them into your hand, that
ye might possess their land; and
I destroyed them from before
you.
"Then Balak the son of
Zippor, king of Moab, arose and
warred against Israel, and sent
and called Balaam the son of
Beor to curse you: But I would
not hearken unto Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so I
delivered you out of his hand.
And ye went over Jordan, and
came unto Jericho: and the men
of Jericho fought against you, the
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and
the Canaanites, and the Hittites,
and the Girgashites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites; and I delivered
them into your hand. And I sent
the hornet before you, which
drave them out from before you,
even the two kings of the
Amorites; but not with thy
sword, nor with thy bow.
"And I have given you a land
for which ye did not labour, and
cities which ye built not, and ye
dwell in them; of the vineyards
and oliveyards which ye planted
not do ye eat. Now therefore fear

the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away
the gods which your fathers
served on the other side of the
flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye
the LORD. And if it seem evil
unto you to serve the L ORD,
choose you this day whom ye
will serve; whether the gods
which your fathers served that
were on the other side of the
flood, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land ye
dwell: but as for me and my
house, we will serve the LORD.
And the people answered and
said, God forbid that we should
forsake the LORD, to serve other
gods."
Joshua sought to break the
cycle of destructive behavior that
was sabotaging the people's relationship with God by reminding them of all that God had
done for them, and then he asked
them to choose whom they
would serve. It may be difficult
for you to relate to this passage.
You do not really know anything
about taking over cities, journeying through a desert, or being in
literal bondage as a slave. However, if you are saved, God has
saved you from the bondage of
sin.
When I read this passage and
personalized it to my own life,
I receive a wonderful blessing. I
was a slave to sin, so I can identify with Paul when he said that
the good he wanted to do, he did
not, and the bad that he did not
want to do, that he did. Many
times as a young person, I wanted to serve God, but I was bound
by my flesh. I am thankful that
God delivered me.
God brought me through
dark times in my past. When my
parents were divorced, God was
with me. When my father passed
away suddenly, God brought me
through that. After I graduated,
God guided me day by day to
exactly where He wanted me. He
gave me a godly husband and
blessed me with beautiful chil-

dren. What He has done for me,
He most certainly can do for you.
I want you to think about
what God has brought you
through already. You might have
had some tragic losses in your
life, but we serve a faithful God.
God has been true. God forbid
that you should forsake the Lord
to serve other gods. Self, doubts,
anger, and pride will try to rise
up in your life. I doubt that you
would worship a literal idol, but
anything that you put above or in
place of God becomes an idol.
It is a destructive cycle to
doubt God, because then you
will start to put your confidence
in someone or something else.
The Israelites could not see Moses up on the mountain. They did
not know what he was doing, so
they became fearful and decided
to make an idol. Moses was still
there. They needed to be patient
and trust that the God who
brought them out of Egypt
would take them through the
desert to the promised land.
As a young person, especially
in my high school years, many
times I found myself in a cycle of
destructive behavior. As God
called me to lay aside hindrances
in my life, I had a desire to serve
Him, but I was also attached to
the things that He was calling me
to lay aside. Two of the biggest
weights that I struggled with
were worldly music and entertainment. I went through phases
where I laid aside those hindrances, and in a few months, I
would go back to the things that
God told me to lay aside.
Romans 7:18 states, "For I
know that in me (that is, in my
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing:
for to will is present with me; but
how to perform that which is
good I find not." I had a desire to
serve God, but I needed a plan to
gain victory over heavy weights.
Hebrews 12:1 tells us, "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay
GospelTrumpeter.com • June 2020

aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us."
Often I tried to rationalize
continuing to watch, read, and
listen to the things that God told
me to lay aside by saying, "Well,
it doesn't say that in the Bible" or
"This is not sin." The Scripture
does not say to only lay aside sin,
but to "lay aside every weight."
God was calling me to lay aside
things that affected my mood
and hindered my prayer time
and Bible study.
The question you must ask is,
will these things make me more
like Jesus? How will it profit me
spiritually? When I considered
worldly entertainment and music
in terms of how it would help me
spiritually, I knew that I had to
cut it out entirely, and that is
something that I have to commit
to every day.
I am going to share with you
some things that I did to help
break the cycle of the destructive
behaviors that I had in my life.
The first step was making a
choice to serve God. First Kings
18:21 says, "And Elijah came unto
all the people, and said, How
long halt ye between two opinions? If the LORD be God, follow
him: but if Baal, then follow him.
And the people answered him
not a word."
You have to acknowledge
that God is right in whatever
He has told you to lay aside. If
you defend and rationalize destructive behavior, you will not
gain victory. The Israelites could
move forward to the promised
land only after they surrendered
to God and were in complete
obedience to Him.
The second way that you can
break the cycle of destructive
behavior is to ask God for help.
Romans 7:24 asks the question,
"Who shall deliver me from the
body of this death?" This is answered in the following verse,
which states, "I thank God
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through Jesus Christ our Lord."
You cannot gain victory in your
own strength. Paul acknowledged this truth in Romans 7:18
when he wrote, "For I know that
in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing."
Many people use these
Scriptures to justify sin and to
say that you cannot live a holy
life, but that is not what Paul was
conveying, and it is not what I
am trying to say. The Prophet
Jeremiah wrote in Jeremiah
10:23, "O LORD, I know that the
way of man is not in himself: it is
not in man that walketh to direct
his steps." You can live a holy life
and have complete victory. It is
only through the power of Jesus
that you can live free from sin.
You must seek Him for help.
Another way to break the
cycle of destructive behavior that
hinders your relationship with
God is to have accountability.
James 5:16a reads, "Confess your
faults one to another, and pray
one for another, that ye may be
healed." You could find someone
that you trust and tell that person
about anything that you may be
struggling with. This was difficult for me as a young person
because I was afraid of what the
person that I confided in would
think of me, but that was a trick
of the enemy. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10
says: "Two are better than one;
because they have a good reward
for their labour. For if they fall,
the one will lift up his fellow: but
woe to him that is alone when he
falleth; for he hath not another to
help him up."
Proverbs 11:14 reads, "Where
no counsel is, the people fall: but
in the multitude of counsellors
there is safety." You could go to
your youth leader, saved family
member, or your pastor to ask
one of them to pray for you and
check on you to keep you accountable. Do not be afraid to
confess your faults to saved parents, your pastor, or your youth
leader. We all have weaknesses
16

that the devil will take advantage
of if we are not careful.
Philippians 3:12 reads, "Not
as though I had already attained,
either were already perfect: but I
follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus."
First Corinthians 9:27 states, "But
I keep under my body, and bring
it into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway." We all need God, and we
all need accountability. You need
to be careful of confiding in your
peers. It is best to seek counsel
and prayer from someone who is
older than you because that person has life experience and the
maturity to guide you.
Another way that has helped
me to break the cycle of destructive behavior is to look at what
causes that behavior and then
change my response through the
power of God. With God's help
and counsel and accountability,
you can create new cycles of behavior that will help you to be
strong for the Lord.
The children of Israel turned
to worship the golden calf when
they did not know what happened to Moses. What do you do
when you are unsure of what
God is doing or how He is
working? What is a new cycle of
behavior that you can put into
practice to replace destructive
behavior? You can look at another example of someone who
could not see God in the trial.
Job said in Job 1:21, "Naked came
I out of my mother's womb,
and naked shall I return thither:
the LORD gave, and the LORD
hath taken away; blessed be
the name of the LORD." Job
said this after he lost his land, his
servants, and his sons and
daughters. Job blessed God in
one of the most horrendous
situations a person could go
through. That is amazing.
Job 23:1-10 states: "Then Job
answered and said, Even to day
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is my complaint bitter: my stroke
is heavier than my groaning. Oh
that I knew where I might find
him! that I might come even to
his seat! I would order my cause
before him, and fill my mouth
with arguments. I would know
the words which he would answer me, and understand what
he would say unto me. Will he
plead against me with his great
power? No; but he would put
strength in me.
"There the righteous might
dispute with him; so should I be
delivered for ever from my
judge. Behold, I go forward, but
he is not there; and backward,
but I cannot perceive him: On the
left hand, where he doth work,
but I cannot behold him: he
hideth himself on the right hand,
that I cannot see him: But he
knoweth the way that I take:
when he hath tried me, I shall
come forth as gold." Job trusted
God through his trials. His response to the devastating loss of
his children was to trust God
even when he could not see that
God was still watching over him.
The children of Israel did not
know how God was working, but
God knew exactly where they
were. They should have trusted
in that. You can replace a negative reaction by trusting God.
Another good example is the
Apostle Paul. He wrote in Philippians 4:11-13: "Not that I speak in
respect of want: for I have
learned, in whatsoever state I
am, therewith to be content. I
know both how to be abased, and
I know how to abound: every
where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be
hungry, both to abound and to
suffer need. I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me." Paul's response to
hardship was to learn to be content and to find his strength in
Christ.
Does the future seem uncertain to you? Are you in a place
where you cannot see God

working? Do you feel that you
are going to be stuck in your trial
forever? Moses was gone for
forty days. Maybe you have been
carrying a burden for longer than
that. Sometimes it may seem that
an answer is not coming and you
are never going to get relief, but
you have to keep your eyes on
the goal.
This world is going to perish,
but God is going to take his
church to Heaven. No matter
what I face in this life, no matter
what trials I face, I want to see
Jesus. It will be worth it all when

we see Jesus. Second Corinthians
4:17-18 reads: "For our light
affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory; While we look
not at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not
seen: for the things which are
seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal."
You need to be patient. God
is still with you. Do not turn to
the things of this world and put
your confidence in man. Hope in
God. The same God that led the

Israelites to the promised land,
the same God that formed you in
the womb, has called you by
name, and you are His.
Are you in a cycle of destructive behavior that is hindering
your walk with God? Whether it
is a cycle of bad relationships,
losing your temper, fear, or
yielding to temptation, God can
give you power to break the
cycle.
Sister Maryanne Jamison

At the corner of two busy thoroughfares, where the
traffic was noisiest, the writer watched a man who was
working quietly at the foot of a telephone pole. He
seemed to know by instinct what was wanted by his
coworker, who was at work at the top of the pole. First
one tool, then another, or a bit of wire would be sent
up, and the two were working together in such harmony
that I looked more carefully and saw that the man on
the sidewalk had clamped on his head what looked like
a small telephone apparatus. One ear could hear the
sounds around him, but the other ear was deaf to them
and was listening all the time to the voice from above.
Being in constant communication, they could work
together in wonderful unity. Then I realized anew the
need for us as Christians to be ever listening for the
voice from above.
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Genesis 35:1 And God said unto
Jacob [keep in mind that Jacob was
the father of a large family], Arise,
go up to Beth-el, and dwell there:
and make there an altar unto God,
that appeared unto thee when thou
fleddest from the face of Esau thy
brother.
2 Then Jacob said unto his
household, and to all that were with
him, Put away the strange gods that

are among you, and be clean, and
change your garments:
3 And let us arise, and go up to
Beth-el; and I will make there an
altar unto God, who answered me in
the day of my distress, and was with
me in the way which I went.
4 And they gave unto Jacob all
the strange gods which were in their
hand, and all their earrings which
were in their ears; and Jacob hid

them under the oak which was by
Shechem.
5 And they journeyed: and the
terror of God was upon the cities
that were round about them, and
they did not pursue after the sons of
Jacob.
Ephesians 6:4 And, ye fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath:
but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.

Brother Reggie Stegmeier
Neglectful Fathers
Many years ago a greeting
card company gave away free
Mother's Day cards at a penitentiary. All an inmate had to do
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was sign and address a card. The
response was so great that they
ran out of cards and had to have
additional boxes shipped to
them. The leaders of the company decided to do the same for
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Father's Day. Word was sent to
the prisoners that the procedure
would be the same, but this time
not a single person came to send
a card to his father on Father's
Day. You see, prisons are over-

flowing with men who never had
normal, functioning fathers. Most
inmates grew up in homes where
their fathers abandoned their
responsibilities and forsook their
children and the mothers.
Some time ago, I visited a
federal prison to see a dear
friend of mine whom I have
known for many years. That prison houses about two thousand
men, many of whom came from
families that had fathers who
forsook them, neglected them,
and failed to attend to their fatherly responsibilities.
Young person, I want you to
realize that one bad decision, one
wrong move, or one hasty choice
is all that separates you from that
horrible, dark place. You may
say, "Oh, I will never be locked
up in prison." My friend had no
prior offenses. He had no idea
that he would ever end up there.
He had only one infraction, and
now he sits there day after day as
the months and the years roll by,
because of one bad choice. I do
not know so much about his case,
but in many cases, men are there,
in part, due to neglectful fathers.
Once as I was traveling, I saw
a shirt that really stood out to
me. It read, "Heroes at war need
heroes at home." As a father, you
should never feel that your job is
not important. Every young boy
and every young girl should
have a hero. Children and young
people need fathers to fill their
responsibilities.
In an old magazine, I gleaned
a quote from a great poet of the
nineteenth century, Ralph Waldo
Emerson. He said, "The true test
of civilization is, not the census,
nor the size of cities, nor the
crops, but the kind of man that
the country turns out." The real
goal of the church is to turn out
true Christian men and women.
A Father's Duty
I want to remind you of the
responsibilities of a godly father.

Many a father is so preoccupied
with his own earthly endeavors
that he fails to be invested in the
lives of his wife and children,
and consequently, he neglects his
responsibilities.
Being responsible is a position of being accountable to
somebody or for something.
Some synonyms for the word
"responsible" are accountable,
duty, chargeable, obligated, and
concern. A father is responsible
for his children and his own
household. God has placed him
in that position as a pastor, if you
will, of his family, and God holds
him responsible.
I am concerned that many
Christian men do not take this
responsibility as seriously as they
should. Simply providing for
your children's physical welfare
is not enough. Most of the world
does that. They provide for their
material needs and food, but the
responsibilities of a Christian
father far exceed that. Our companion text in Ephesians 6:4
states, "And, ye fathers, provoke
not your children to wrath: but
bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord."
The world has found that a
neglectful father causes great
harm in the lives of his children.
According to one study, there are
twenty-four million children in
America, and one out of every
three lives in a home where the
biological father is absent. Nine
in ten American parents agree
that is a crisis. Consequently,
there is a father factor in nearly
all the social issues faced in
America today. I teach high
school-aged children, and I can
tell you that many of them have
absent fathers. That is very sad.
The hope lies in the fact that children with involved fathers do
better across every measure of
child well-being than their peers
in a home where the father is
absent. However, it is not enough
for a father to be there. He needs
to be active in the lives of his
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children. Studies have shown the
positive impact of a father's
involvement and the negative
effects of fathers in poverty regarding maternal and child
health, incarceration, crime, teen
pregnancy, and on and on it
goes.
If you are a father, I want to
talk to you about your responsibilities. Responsibility is a great
thing. As a godly father, you are
responsible before God. If you
are not married and do not have
children, you are responsible for
your own soul. Jesus asked the
question, "What shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?" What
are you doing with what God has
given you?
The calling to be a father is a
high calling. Did you know that it
is a title shared with God Himself? God is our Heavenly Father.
The man who fails to fulfill his
role and responsibilities in parenting as God has ordained will
never be a happy man. What
kind of man does God wish one
to be who wears the title of father? In our Scripture text, we
find that God instructed Jacob,
the father of a large family. You
may know about one of Jacob's
sons. His name was Joseph.
Someone else who came out of
the lineage of Jacob was Jesus
Christ.
Jacob had a great responsibility when you consider the lineage
of Jacob. If you are a father, you,
too, have a great responsibility.
God had a message for Jacob,
and He has a message for you. In
verse 1 of our Scripture text, we
read, "And God said unto Jacob,
Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell
there: and make there an altar
unto God, that appeared unto
thee when thou fleddest from the
face of Esau thy brother."
Hearing From God
I have five points that I want
to cover regarding the responsibilities of a godly father. The first
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point is this: he must be in a position to hear from God. As the
head of your home, it is imperative for you to hear from God.
That was an outstanding characteristic of the early brethren. In
Acts 4:13 what did the people
take note of when they observed
Peter and John? They took note
that they had been with Jesus. If
you preach, speak, or teach Sunday school, it should be evident
that you have been with Jesus.
I am not interested in hearing
what a person thinks or knows
about this or that. What I want to
know is, has that person been
with Jesus? Has his life been
changed? Does he live a clean
life? Does he know God's Word?
As a father, you need to be in a
position where you can hear
from God.
Being a father is a tremendous responsibility. I lived at
home until I got married, and I
encourage all young people to do
the same, if at all possible. I lived
at home until I was twenty-seven
years of age, and I sat under a
strong, godly father. These are
things that I have seen firsthand
and experienced. I have a father
who most certainly listens to
God, and he has not been swayed
by people who have tried to influence him this way or that way.
He is still the same man that I
grew up with and have always
known. He is still the same pastor, the same preacher, standing
in the same position. Why is that?
He listens to God and follows
Him.
As a godly man, you must be
in a position to hear from God.
The message to Jacob was a very
important message, but it was no
different from the message for
every father today. We can see
that it was an urgent message,
because we find in verse 18 that
not long after he received the
message, his wife Rachel died.
God had a message for Jacob just
as he did for Hezekiah, and the
message was to set his house in
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order. Jacob had to get some
things straightened out, but first
he had to hear from God.
I want you to notice that our
Scripture text states in verse 1,
"And God said unto Jacob. . . ."
God can still direct you as He did
Jacob. God does not talk to just
anybody. John 9:31 tells us, "Now
we know that God heareth not
sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his
will, him he heareth." Not everyone hears from God, and we see
the results of it.
In the school system, I see the
results of the breakdown of the
home. Many churches across the
land have failed the people; but
greater than that, there is a failure in the homes across our land,
because the church is no greater
than the homes that assemble at
the church.
The greatest influence in the
life of little Johnny or little Susie
is not the church, but it is the
father and the mother. The
heroes in the life of every child
should be Daddy and Mommy. It
is time for Daddy and Mommy to
do what is right. No man is in a
position to hear from God and
lead his family until he has truly
been born again. A father must
have a personal relationship with
God. He must know God, and he
must be known by God and of
God.
Being Faithful to Your Family
Now I want to touch on
another responsibility of a godly
father. In our Scripture reading
in verse 2, we read, "Then Jacob
said unto his household, and to
all that were with him, Put away
the strange gods that are among
you, and be clean, and change
your garments." We found in the
first verse that Jacob was in a
position to hear from God, and
He heard a message from God.
Then what did Jacob do? Jacob
turned and delivered that
message to his house.
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The second point regarding
the responsibilities of a godly
father is that he must be faithful
to his house. Jacob was faithful to
share God's Word with his family. God spoke to Jacob, and then,
in turn, Jacob instructed his family. No matter how hard the
message may be or who it may
be directed to, whether it is your
companion or your children, as a
father, you must be faithful to
your house.
Look at Jacob's message.
Jacob was faithful. He instructed
his household to put away the
strange gods. One rendering says
to destroy the idols that are
among you and to be clean.
Another rendering says to wash
yourself and change your
garments, or to put on clean
clothes.
Father, as the head of the
house, you are in a leadership
position, so once in a while, you
need to check out things in your
home. When you leave the house
as a family, as a father, you are
responsible for how everyone is
dressed. If a child is not in appropriate apparel, you should lay
down the law. You may say,
"Well, I let my wife take care of
all those things." Shame on you!
You need to be a man and speak
up.
I teach music, and when my
groups prepare for a competition,
one area they are judged on is
their appearance. Do you know
what happens if someone gets on
stage and that person is not
dressed appropriately? Who do
the judges go to? They do not go
to the child, they come to me as
the director. In the home a father
is responsible. It is a reflection on
a father if his daughters or his
boys are wearing ungodly garments, are rowdy about the
streets, or are running about the
streets. Husband, if your wife is
not dressed appropriately, it is
a reflection on you, and you
should speak up. This is part of
being faithful to your house. As a

husband, you need to be faithful
to share God's message to your
house.
Taking the Lead in the Home
A father must take the lead in
the home when it comes to the
things of God. He, along with the
mother, must teach the children
the Word of God. You should not
rest solely on the church for
teaching. You may think, "Well,
they go to Sunday school." That
is great, but that is only for one
hour a week, and there are one
hundred sixty-eight hours in a
week. Who does the praying and
reading of the Word the rest of
the week? It is your responsibility. What does Proverbs 22:6 say?
"Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it."
A father ought to be faithful
to his house, and part of that is
being faithful to his wife. I have
been married almost ten years
now, and I have learned to appreciate my wife more and more
as I see the labor of love that she
extends and the sacrifices she
makes. As a husband, you need
to be faithful to your companion
in your body and in your mind.
Did you know that Jesus was
not born with all the knowledge
and wisdom of Israel that He
had? At twelve years of age, he
was in the temple asking questions. The doctors of the law
were dumbfounded by His
knowledge. No doubt, they were
thinking: "How does this twelveyear-old boy know all this information? How is it that He is
asking these hard questions?" I
can tell you how: He had a faithful Mommy and Daddy who
schooled Him in the ways of
God.
Often people have the idea
that Jesus was all-knowing when
He was born into the world. It is
true that He was incarnated as
God in the flesh, but He had a
good Mommy and Daddy. Luke

2:51 reads, "And he went down
with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them."
This verse in the Amplified Bible
says, "And He went down with
them and came to Nazareth and
was [habitually] obedient to
them." To whom was He obedient? He was obedient to His
earthly father and His mother.
Jesus' parents trained Him, and
they trained Him well.
First Timothy 3:12 reads, "Let
the deacons [servants, or the
Greek says 'assistants or helpers']
be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own
houses well." You must be faithful to your house. I want to
encourage you, young brother or
young sister, if you desire to
work for God, you must be faithful. Some people want to proclaim this and that and tell you
what they did here and there, but
you cannot count on them to be
in the Sunday services. If you
will be faithful, your gift will
make room for itself. You will
not have to push your way in.
You need to be faithful and let
God promote you. You need to
be faithful to your house as Jacob
was and give them God's
message.
Giving Godly Instructions
Let us consider the message
that God gave to Jacob and then
he gave to his wives and children. The message was very simple. There were three parts to it.
First, the Lord said to put away
the strange gods. In other words,
put away the things that are distracting you from the work of
God. Put away all the entrapments and worldly endeavors.
Put away the things that are
taking away from you and your
time with God and the house of
God.
The second part of the
message was to be clean. In other
words, you need to get your life
straightened out. He dealt first
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with the inside and then the outside. It is a picture of a complete
cleansing. He called upon them
to get their hearts right and to
change their garments. He said to
get rid of the jewelry and to put
on clean, modest apparel and
then to go to Bethel. What does
Bethel mean in the Hebrew? It
means "house of God." They
went to God's house after they
had a thorough cleansing. This
message, if heeded by more fathers, mothers, and children,
would fix homes on the verge of
ruin.
Our companion Scripture text
in Ephesians 6:4 states, "And, ye
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up
in the nurture and admonition
[the Greek says 'discipline, counsel, and instruction'] of the Lord."
Instructions to your children
should be focused on God's
Word and godly principles, not
on the things of this world. The
world has nothing to offer the
saints of God when it comes to
raising children as God would
have them raised. A godly father
and mother with saved children
and grandchildren has more to
offer young parents than all
the world's doctors, theologians,
social workers, and physiologists
combined. Just talk to an older
saint of God.
In the modern homes, do you
know who many people talk to
the most? It is Siri and Alexa. In
bygone days a young mother
would have called her mother
and said, "Mom, what can I do in
this case?" Today young mothers
Google it or get on YouTube and
ask questions about what to do
for this problem or that problem.
Older saints of God have a lot to
offer. In fact, in Titus, Chapter 2,
the instructions are for older men
and women to teach the younger
men and women, and younger
men and women should listen.
A father is called upon daily
to give advice. The advice that
a father needs to give young
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children is very simple. Then
children enter the teenage years,
and the questions get more complicated. I work with teenagers
and hear questions such as, "Can
I go to So-and-So's house?" or
"Can I take a trip with So-andSo?" Now, that means staying
overnight somewhere, and that
can be questionable. The atmosphere there may not be very
good. If you say no, that son or
daughter may ask, "Why can't I
go there?" This question is a little
more complicated.
How about this one: "Can I
date So-and-So?" Then what kind
of advice are you going to give to
that son or daughter? Your children should be coming to you
with those questions, and a godly
father and mother will take time
to respond to those questions. In
the life of a teenager, that is important. As a father or a mother,
you need to take time for your
children. If you do not take time
to respond to their questions,
they are going to go somewhere
else to seek answers, and you
may not like the answers they
receive.
Taking the Family to Church
Now let us look back at our
Scripture reading to cover
another point regarding the responsibilities that a godly father
has. Genesis 35:3 reads, "And let
us [notice that Jacob took his
whole family with him] arise,
and go up to Beth-el [which
means the house of God]; and I
will make there an altar unto
God, who answered me in the
day of my distress, and was with
me in the way which I went."
The third point is, as a father,
you have the responsibility of
taking your family to church.
When I was back in my courting
days, it was my desire to marry
someone who was raised in the
church, who would go to church
with me, and who would want to
raise a family together in the
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church. That should be the desire
of every young person. If you
bring someone who is unsaved in
the home, you will have a battle
on your hands. Where are the
children going to go to church?
That person may fight you about
going to church and say, "You do
not have to live that way." No,
you do not, but you also do not
have to go to Heaven either. It is
a choice.
It is a godly father's responsibility to get the family to church.
Sunday school is just as important as the main services. No part
of God's services should be diminished. All the services are
God-ordained. The youth services are an opportunity for the
youth to be instructed and to
learn and to be better for God. I
want to be better and to do more
for God. I want to have more
knowledge, more wisdom, and
more understanding. Living this
life and raising children is not
always easy. Sometimes it is
difficult and challenging, but it is
a wonderful challenge.
A father should not send his
wife off to Sunday school alone,
saying, "I'll get there when I can."
No, he ought to take the whole
family to church. Children know
whether or not you love to go to
church. Children love to go to
church. Our children get so excited when we go to God's Acres.
You would think that we were
taking them to Disneyland. The
truth of the matter is, I would
rather go to God's Acres than to
go to Disneyland.
It is impossible to raise a
family God's way while neglecting the house of worship. You
cannot do it, and to say you can
do it is to go contrary to God's
Word. Bethel, which means the
house of God, is equated with the
New Testament Church of God
and a born-again experience. It
was where God first spoke to
Jacob. It was near Bethel that the
event of the bears and the fortytwo children later took place
GospelTrumpeter.com • June 2020

when they mocked the Prophet
Elisha.
There are some messages
from God that you will not
receive unless you get to church.
There is understanding in God's
Word that you will never receive
unless you hear from the pastor.
You need to attend every service
that you possibly can. You must
never devalue or fail to appreciate the house of God.
Jacob said in verse 3 of our
Scripture text, "And let us arise,
and go up to Beth-el; and I will
make there an altar unto God."
What does that represent? It represents worship, the family altar,
and a place of family devotions.
I want you to notice who built the
family altar. It was Jacob who
did. Does your home have a family altar, a place of family devotions? Do you ever sit around
and talk about God's goodness
and what God has done for you?
Verse 4 of the Scripture
lesson says, "And they gave unto
Jacob [the father] all the strange
gods which were in their hand,
and all their earrings which were
in their ears; and Jacob hid them
under the oak which was by
Shechem."
Demanding Obedience
The fourth point concerning
the responsibilities of a godly
father is, a father must demand
obedience from his household.
My parents often used the expression, "You will obey me." Do
you know what they were doing?
They were making us obey. They
were showing us who had authority, and they were mastering
our will. A child whose will is
not mastered becomes a renegade, a rebel, and a delinquent.
He causes the law trouble, he
causes the pastor trouble, and he
causes trouble in the home because his will has never been
mastered or broken.
A father must demand
obedience. A child that has never

been mastered in the home will
have a hard time following the
Master someday. A child must
learn temperance, restraint, and
self-control at home first. He
must learn to control his anger. A
father should never unleash a fit
of rage and anger, throw objects
across a room, or speak in a way
that he should not. He must control himself and allow God to
control him. By mastering himself, he is in a position to master
his children, to lead his children,
to love his children, being heavy
on the love part. Children need
love.
Jacob was not a hard taskmaster who ruled over his family
in that sense, but he gained the
respect and the trust in his household by his life. My mind went to
Noah. Do you think Noah had
the respect of his household?
Some commentaries say there
were a couple million people
alive when Noah entered the ark.
All the world made fun of Noah,
mocked him, and probably
shouted, "What are you doing,
you crazy man, building a big
boat in these conditions and then
sitting aboard for another week?"
Noah had the respect of his
household so much that they
followed him aboard. I can guarantee you that they were glad
they did, because only Noah and
his family were saved and
spared the deluge, or the Flood.
The master of a family should
use his authority to keep up
religion in his family.
Leading the Family in
the Way of Truth
The fifth and final key point
that I want to talk about is this: in
the Scripture text we find that a
father must lead his family in the
way of Truth. The Scripture text
says in verse 5, "And they journeyed: [Who led them on this
journey? Jacob did.] and the terror of God [the fear of God, the
respect, and the defense of God]

was upon the cities that were
round about them, and they did
not pursue after the sons of
Jacob." Who kept the enemy
back? God did. What did Jacob
do? He led his family in the way
of Truth.
A father must be the spiritual
leader in the home. Our Scripture
text states in Genesis 35:5, "And
they journeyed: and the terror of
God was upon the cities that
were round about them." Jacob
led his family. David said in
Psalm 119:30, "I have chosen the
way of truth."
Jacob took the lead role in the
home and accepted the responsibility. Doing this means being
willing to acknowledge when
you have been wrong or made a
mistake. I am a teacher, and it is
humbling when I make a mistake
in front of the students. I usually
tell them: "That's okay. That is the
first mistake I made in the last
ten seconds, or the last minute." I
make mistakes all the time. We
laugh about it and we learn from
it. A real man is honest and admits when he has been wrong.
One brother used to say, "Never
lose that reverse gear."
A model Christian home is
one where Jesus dwells, where
true love exists between the husband and the wife, where true
love exists between the parents
and the children, where all are
submissive, kind, gentle, and
forebear one another's weaknesses. That is not to say that
children do not have disagreements. Children will have little
disagreements now and then.
Sometimes they argue back and
forth. I am not saying that Christian homes are not going to have
any of this. Of course, they do.
Children have to be nurtured,
admonished, instructed, and
worked with. Christian parents
should help them to work
through those things. We have to
work with children to dwell in
unity together and teach them to
love and respect one another. Do
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you have a home where kindness
dwells, where love exists, not just
toward the children but between
the husband and the wife? It is
wonderful to be in a home where
the husband and the wife love
each other.
It rips my heart out when I
see broken homes, where children run to this home and that
home. It hurts those children
horribly and deeply. If that is the
state of your home, certainly God
can forgive you and work with
you. God can do anything. Your
home does not have to be that
way. You can have a home where
true love exists.
God's Desire for Your Home
The first point that I mentioned was that you must hear
from God. Husband, are you in a
position to hear from God? Are
you faithful to your house? Do
you take your family to church?
Do you demand obedience from
your household? Are you leading
your family in the way of Truth?
Are you fulfilling the responsibilities of a godly father? I want to
leave with you a few very pertinent, important words of the
song entitled "A Few Good Men."
The songwriter penned:
What this dying world could use is
a willing man of God
Who dares to go against the grain
and works without applause;
A man who'll raise the shield of
faith, protecting what is pure;
Whose love is tough and gentle;
a man whose word is sure.
God doesn't need an orator who
knows what just to say;
He doesn't need authorities to
reason Him away;
He doesn't need an army to
guarantee a win;
He just needs a few good men.
I like the words of Jacob's
sons as they came before Joseph
and Joseph was trying to test
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their honesty. What were their
words to Joseph? "We are true
men" (Genesis 42:11). God needs
true, honest, genuine men who
are full of compassion and who
laugh and love and cry. You may
think, "A man shouldn't cry."
Was not Jeremiah called "the
weeping prophet"? Yet he was a
great man of God.
What did Jesus do in the
garden of Gethsemane? He wept
profusely, and He was in such
agony that the physician Luke
wrote that his sweat was as it
were great drops of blood. He
was in great distress, and He was
the strongest man that ever lived.
You may say, "Oh, that was Samson." No, Samson was not the
strongest man who ever lived.
Jesus was. Samson had to touch
something to move it, but Jesus
moved things without even
touching them. Show me a greater power than that.
Jesus wept. It may be that you
need a good weeping. Maybe
you need to repent. Another

verse of the song says:
Men full of compassion, who laugh
and love and cry—
Men who'll face eternity and aren't
afraid to die—
Men who'll fight for freedom and
honor once again—
He just needs a few good men.
Father, is this the kind of man
you are? What kind of man are
you in the eyes of your children
and your wife? It is easy for people to put on a facade. People do
it all the time, much like King
Saul when he pretended that all
was going well. It was just a big
facade. What did Samuel say in
1 Samuel 15:14? "What meaneth
then this bleating of the sheep in
mine ears, and the lowing of the
oxen which I hear?"
Father, mother, it is easy to
say, "Oh, yes, pastor, we are getting along great," but how about
in the eyes of your children?
How are things in your home? Is
Mother happy? Is Father happy?

Do you live at peace with each
other? If you are a newlywed,
things can be a little challenging
at times. Husband, if you were a
bachelor, then living with a wife
can be challenging at times, but
things can become better and
sweeter as you learn to work
with each other, love each other,
and live together. That is God's
desire for every home. God does
not want you to argue over disagreements and then separate.
God wants you to stay together,
not because you feel that you
have to, but because you want to,
because you love each other, and
because you love your children.
Do you have a good, wholesome home? Father, are you fulfilling your responsibilities and
obligations before God? If you
are not, God wants to help you. If
you have a need, won't you seek
the Lord?
(Compact Disc TR-2272)

When J. Wilbur Chapman nodded
courteously and tipped his hat to a neighbor
and his wife, Mr. Chapman's little boy did the
same thing with heart-touching gravity. The
neighbor reined up his horse, shouted with
laughter, and said, "Have the little fellow do
that again!" Mr. Chapman's eyes filled with
tears, and he said: "Oh, my friend, it is serious
to me. He's watching everything I do."

24

GospelTrumpeter.com • June 2020

White Pine
Camp Meeting
White Pine, Tennessee

June 14-21
We welcome you to attend our camp meeting.
The first service begins Sunday, June 14 at 10 a.m.
The last service will be on Sunday, June 21 at 10 a.m.
Three services daily: 10:00 a.m. 2:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
Children and Youth Services Daily
Gospel singing, Holy Ghost preaching, and healing for the body.
Dormitory rooms and camper spaces available.
No pets in dorm rooms, please.
For reservations contact:
Brother Jeff or Sister Penny Williams
Call: 678-215-1540 or 770-507-7404
or email: jwil6568@bellsouth.net
(If you make reservations and cannot make it, please call and cancel.)

For further information contact:
Pastor Roger Nethers
Telephone: 770-206-0786
or email: rogernethers@bellsouth.net
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to attend the

Spring Camp Meeting
June 21-28
Three Services Daily

10:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
Holy Ghost Preaching } Inspirational Singing
Children's Services } Divine Healing
Come and worship the Lord with us!
-----------------------------------------MEALS reasonably priced (full-time evangelists and pastors [with spouses] half-price).
LODGING free-will offering basis. Heated dormitories available. Bring your own bedding,
if possible. No pets.
Name_____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________ State_________ Zip______________
Phone_________________________________ Date Needed_____________________
____Number in family
____Number of rooms needed
____Number of beds needed

____Number for boys' dorm
____Number for women's dorm
____Number for girls' dorm

Send Reservations to: Brother Dave or Sister Ruby Bush
725 N. Cedar St.
Call (740) 345-1213
Newark, OH 43055
for reservations

GOD'S ACRES  NEWARK, OHIO
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White Pine, TN
June 14-21

White Pine Camp Meeting: Church of God at Douglas Lake, 185 Hwy 25E, White Pine, TN
Three services daily: 10 a.m., 2:30 p.m., & 7 p.m. First service Sunday, June 14 @ 10 a.m.
Last service on Sunday, June 21 @ 10 a.m. Children & youth services daily. Camper spaces
available, but please make reservations. Please bring your own bedding for the dorms.
No pets allowed in dorms. Holy Ghost preaching, Gospel singing, and healing for the body.
For reservations contact: Bro. Jeff or Sis. Penny Williams @ 678-215-1540 or 770-507-7404
or email: jwil6568@bellsouth.net or you may contact the pastor
For further information contact: Pastor Roger Nethers. Telephone: 770-206-0786 or email:
rogernethers@bellsouth.net. If you make reservations & can't make it, please call & cancel.

Newark, OH
June 21-28

Camp Meeting: Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055
The first service begins Sunday 10 a.m. Three services daily:10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
For lodging/camper reservations, please contact Bro. or Sis. Bush at 740-345-1213
For further information contact: Pastor Roger L. Decker. Telephone: 740-344-2543

Muncie, IN
July 8-12

Camp Meeting: Ninth Street Church of God, 125 S 9th Street, New Castle, IN 47362
The camp meeting will be held at the Central Friends' Campground,
5601 E County Road 650 S, Muncie, Indiana. Service times: The first service begins
Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m.; Thursday - Saturday 9 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m.
For lodging/camping reservations, please contact Sis. Michelle Gingerich @ 765-808-8705
For more information contact: Pastor Allen Polston. Telephone: 765-521-8284

Canby, OR
July 20-26

Camp Meeting: Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
The first service begins Monday at 7 p.m. Two services daily: 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
For further information contact: Pastor E. David Stegmeier. Telephone: 503-266-9297

Newark, OH
August 2-9

Camp Meeting: Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055
The first service begins Sunday 10 a.m. Three services daily:10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
For lodging/camper reservations, please contact Bro. or Sis. Bush at 740-345-1213.
For further information contact: Pastor Roger L. Decker. Telephone: 740-344-2543
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”
(Hebrews 10:25)
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