SOUNDING FORTH THE SEVENTH AND LAST TRUMPET

Vol. 50

August 2020 No. 8

Church of God Tabernacle in Newark, Ohio

"I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the
L ORD ."

Psalm 122:1

"For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
who shall prepare himself to the battle?"

THE GOSPEL TRUMPETER
USPS #871620
Periodicals postage paid at the post office in
Newark, Ohio 43055.
POSTMAN, send form 3579 to the printer:
THE GOSPEL TRUMPETER
675 N. Cedar Street
Newark, Ohio 43055

"Now unto him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us."
Ephesians 3:20

This periodical carries no subscription price;
however, it is partially maintained through the gifts
and offerings of its readers, with the balance of the
expenses being paid by the local congregation.

A G OOD C AMP M EETING

PRAYER: If you need prayer, pl e a se phone or write:
Roger L. Decker, Pastor
83 Decrow Ave.
Newark, OH 43055
Email: pastor@church-of-god-online.com
Phone: 740-344-2543
Fax: 740-344-4737
Print Shop Phone: 740-345-1312
This monthly religious journal is published for the benefit of the
Church of God universally. It is our supreme purpose to reach
the world for Christ through the printed page. Our burden is to
reveal the truth of God's Word to all mankind, to expose sin
and error, war against apostasy, and to eradicate the
longstanding tr a d itions of men that have no biblical
foundations.

Brother Roger L. Decker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editor
Workers Too Numerous to Mention

THE CHURCH OF GOD BELIEVES IN:
A personal God (John 4:24)
A divine Christ (John 1:1, 14)
An infallibly inspired Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
Salvation from sin (Matt. 1:21)
The new birth (John 3:3, 5-7
A holy life (Luke 1:73-75; Titus 2:12)
Sanctification (1 Thess. 5:23)
Unity of God's people (John 17:21, Eph. 4)
Divine, physical healing (James 5:14-16)
The ordinances (Matt. 28:19-20; John 13;
1 Cor. 11:23, 34)
Eternal life (Matt. 25:46; Mark 9:43)
The Trinity (1 John 5:7, 8)

SOME SPIRITUAL FACTS
PERTAINING TO THE CHURCH
Jesus organized it (Matt. 16:18)
On a good foundation (Eph. 2:20; I Cor. 3:11)
Christ governs it (Eph. 1:22-23; Isa. 9:6)
God admits members (I Cor. 12:13-18)
Sin puts you out of it (Rom. 11:22; Ex. 32:33)
The saved only are members (John 15:2-6)
Membership is offered to all (Rev. 22:17)
Final rewards (Rev. 20:12-15; 21:3-4; 22:14)
Bible name of the Church (Acts 20:28;
Gal. 1:13; John 17:11)
We reserve the right to edit and/or decline any
material for any reason. Not responsible for unsolicited
articles or items.

CONTENTS
Putting Your Trust in the Lord . . .
Traveling Along Our Spiritual
Highway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blessings That God Gives . . . . . .
Especially for Young People . . . . .
Make Not Provision for the Flesh .
Are You in It to Win?. . . . . . . . . . .
Camp Meeting Recordings . . . . . .
Meeting Announcement. . . . . . . . .
August Camp Meeting Ad . . . . . . .
Vol. 50 August 2020 No. 8
2

. 3
. 7
11
14
16
21
25
26
27

In the midst of this pandemic crisis, God surely proved
Himself to be more than able to
supply glorious things. For
many weeks the Church of God
in Newark, Ohio, was unable to
gather for worship because of
this situation. However, by complying with strict guidelines,
eventually we were able to hold
worship services. Then it appeared that the camp meeting
might have to be canceled. Our
food suppliers told us that they
were unable to provide the necessary supplies that we would
require. For a while things
looked very dismal, but the
saints called on God for help.
We refused to believe that God
could not meet this need and
solve the problem. As we
prayed and believed, the Lord
corrected what seemed to be a
hopeless situation. The above
Scripture profoundly reminds us
that the Lord was able to do
things beyond our thinking.
Therefore, considering the
inconveniences of this terrible
condition inflicted upon us, the
meeting was well attended. As
the camp meeting opened, saints
came together from various
places throughout the United
States. We greatly desired to
worship the Lord in the beauty
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of holiness. It was a joyful sight
to see a goodly number of
saints gathered at God's Acres.
Pastor Roger L. Decker greeted
and welcomed everyone in attendance. He then encouraged
us to enjoy the opportunity to
get together, and then he
prayed. For eight beautiful
days, we sat in heavenly places
to worship the Lord and to
feast upon the wonderful blessings of His Word. The Lord
graciously prepared a table for
the saints and blessed us with
sweet fellowship together.
Sunday morning, June 21,
2020, Brother David Stegmeier
opened the meeting with the
message entitled "Quit You
Like Men." His message addressed fathers, and he encouraged the fathers to keep the
Word of God and to be the
examples they need to be in
their families as well as in the
world. Then Sunday evening
Brother Larry Dishman brought
a sobering message entitled
"The Folly of Rushing to Judgment." In this message he
challenged us to be careful of
judging people and circumstances before knowing all the
facts.
Beginning Monday, each
[continued on page 6]

Proverbs 3:3 Let not mercy and
truth forsake thee: bind them about
thy neck; write them upon the table
of thine heart:
4 So shalt thou find favour and
good understanding in the sight of
God and man.
5 Trust in the LORD with all

thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding.
6 In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy paths.
7 Be not wise in thine own eyes:
fear the LORD, and depart from evil.
8 It shall be health to thy navel,
and marrow to thy bones.

9 Honour the LORD with thy
substance, and with the firstfruits of
all thine increase:
10 So shall thy barns be filled
with plenty, and thy presses shall
burst out with new wine.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Trust in God With
All Your Heart
The verses of our Scripture
text are very encouraging and
uplifting. Sometimes when you
trust in friends, loved ones, relatives, or close associations, they
may prove to be a disappointment, but no one has ever trusted
in the Lord and been left in disappointment or defeat. Only
when you lean to your own understanding and the arm of flesh
do you end up in a hopeless

situation.
The writing of the Apostle
Paul in 2 Corinthians 1:8-10 tells
us: "For we would not, brethren,
have you ignorant of our trouble
which came to us in Asia, that we
were pressed out of measure,
above strength, insomuch that
we despaired even of life: But we
had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in
ourselves, but in God which
raiseth the dead: Who delivered
us from so great a death, and
doth deliver: in whom we trust
GospelTrumpeter.com • August 2020

that he will yet deliver us."
Paul related that while he
was in Asia, he was pressed out
of measure, or above human
strength, insomuch that he despaired for his own life. However, he put his trust in the Lord,
not in himself, and the Lord
delivered him from so great a
death. Paul felt that the sentence
of death was upon him, and this
sentence of death caused him to
put his whole dependence upon
the Lord. If you are saved, you
dare not trust in your own
3

strength, your finances, or your
knowledge. You have to realize
that you have come this far by
faith and by trusting in the Lord.
You dare not trust in the arm of
flesh.
In the Old Testament, I want
you to read about Hezekiah in
2 Chronicles 32:1-8: "After these
things, and the establishment
thereof, Sennacherib king of
Assyria came, and entered into
Judah, and encamped against the
fenced cities, and thought to win
them for himself. And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was
come, and that he was purposed
to fight against Jerusalem, He
took counsel with his princes and
his mighty men to stop the
waters of the fountains which
were without the city: and they
did help him. So there was gathered much people together, who
stopped all the fountains, and the
brook that ran through the midst
of the land, saying, Why should
the kings of Assyria come, and
find much water?
"Also he strengthened himself, and built up all the wall that
was broken, and raised it up to
the towers, and another wall
without, and repaired Millo in
the city of David, and made darts
and shields in abundance. And
he set captains of war over the
people, and gathered them
together to him in the street of
the gate of the city, and spake
comfortably to them, saying, Be
strong and courageous, be not
afraid nor dismayed for the king
of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him: for there
be more with us than with him:
With him is an arm of flesh;
but with us is the LORD our God
to help us, and to fight our
battles. And the people rested
themselves upon the words of
Hezekiah king of Judah."
In these verses of Scripture,
we have a picture of Hezekiah
preparing for battle, knowing
that the king of Assyria was
about to attack, and he said he
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strengthened himself. He had
gotten together with other leaders to lay out a plan, and he
sought the Lord. It was necessary
when they were going into any
kind of battle to put their trust
and confidence in the Lord,
knowing that having God with
them made a big difference in the
outcome of the battle. Today you
should not enter into anything
when you are unsure of whether
or not God is for you or against
you in the battle. You need to
make sure that God is with you
when you enter a trial of any
kind.
Trust Not in the Flesh
The Apostle Paul gave his
credentials in Philippians 3:4-7
when he wrote: "Though I might
also have confidence in the flesh.
If any other man thinketh that he
hath whereof he might trust in
the flesh, I more: Circumcised the
eighth day, of the stock of Israel,
of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching
the law, a Pharisee; Concerning
zeal, persecuting the church;
touching the righteousness which
is in the law, blameless. But what
things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ."
Paul put before the reader his
past accomplishments, from the
time of his circumcision up to
when he met Christ. Paul was a
God-fearing, law-observing Jew.
His lineage, or his genealogy,
was as pure as one could be. He
belonged to one of the most aristocratic tribes of the Jews, the
tribe of Benjamin. He lets us
know in verse 5 that his parents
were not heathens. He was not a
proselyte, but of the tribe of
Benjamin. Then he went on to say
that he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews; in other words, he retained his Hebrew language and
lineage.
Many Hebrews married into
other factions. They were called
Samaritans, and they picked up a
GospelTrumpeter.com • August 2020

dialect that was different from
the Hebrew language. The Apostle Paul noted that he was still a
Hebrew of the Hebrews. He
could speak nine different languages, but he never lost his native tongue of Hebrew. He felt
that his record in Judaism was
blameless. He had in his heart a
burning zeal for what he thought
was the cause of Judaism, but his
entire honor that he had from
childhood had to be laid aside
when he met Jesus Christ. Why
was that? The ground before the
Cross is all on one level. You
cannot come before the Cross
with a bunch of credentials. Human achievements are written off
as nothing more than bad debts.
Paul could not trust in his own
achievements, but rather he had
to put his confidence in God. He
said in verse 7, "But what things
were gain to me, those I counted
loss for Christ." Now, he did
have an advantage when he was
in the Pharisee religion, but before Christ he had to count all
those achievements as lost.
The Apostle Paul, speaking to
the Romans in Romans 12:3,
wrote, "For I say, through the
grace given unto me, to every
man that is among you, not to
think of himself more highly than
he ought to think; but to think
soberly, according as God hath
dealt to every man the measure
of faith." Hebrews 6:10 states,
"For God is not unrighteous to
forget your work and labour of
love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have
ministered to the saints, and do
minister."
Psalm 11:1 reads, "In the
L ORD put I my trust." Your trust
should be in the Lord and in His
Word. Ephesians 3:11-12 states:
"According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in
Christ Jesus our Lord: In whom
we have boldness and access
with confidence by the faith of
him." Also, we have the Word of
God to help us. Psalm 119:41-42

reads: "Let thy mercies come also
unto me, O LORD, even thy salvation, according to thy word. So
shall I have wherewith to answer
him that reproacheth me: for I
trust in thy word."
There are many promises in
the Word of God for those who
trust in the Lord. Did you know
that someone who trusts in God
is kept from fear? The Prophet
Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 12:2, "Behold, God is my salvation; I will
trust, and not be afraid: for the
LORD JEHOVAH is my strength
and my song; he also is become
my salvation." These are Scriptures that can build your confidence and your trust in the Lord.
Hebrews 13:5-6 states: "Let
your conversation be without
covetousness; and be content
with such things as ye have: for
he hath said, I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee. So that we
may boldly say, The Lord is my
helper, and I will not fear what
man shall do unto me."
The Benefits of Trusting God
You do not have to be up and
down in your experience with
God. Some are on a high plane
one week and in despair the next
week. The Word of God and God
Himself can keep you from slipping and sliding. The Psalmist
David penned in Psalm 37:31,
"The law of his God is in his
heart; none of his steps shall
slide." You can enjoy perfect
peace. That is wonderful! Isaiah
wrote in Isaiah 26:3, "Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee: because
he trusteth in thee." You can have
peace right in the midst of trouble. Jesus said in John 16:33,
"These things I have spoken unto
you, that in me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer;
I have overcome the world."
Those who put their trust in
the Lord are happy, because they
have their confidence and trust in

Him. Proverbs 16:20 reads, "He
that handleth a matter wisely
shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he."
The Bible is full of reasons
why you should trust in the
Lord. I wrote down some reasons
that you can put your confidence
and trust in God. One is that He
is unfailing. God cannot and will
not fail. If you are saved, no
doubt, you have learned that in
your experience. If there is any
failure, it is on your part. Jesus
said in Luke 21:33, "Heaven and
earth shall pass away: but my
words shall not pass away." His
words are anchored.
Psalm 102:25-28 tells us: "Of
old hast thou laid the foundation
of the earth: and the heavens are
the work of thy hands. They shall
perish, but thou shalt endure:
yea, all of them shall wax old like
a garment; as a vesture shalt thou
change them, and they shall be
changed: But thou art the same,
and thy years shall have no end.
The children of thy servants shall
continue, and their seed shall be
established before thee." Another
verse lets us know that He is unfailing. Malachi 3:6 reads, "For I
am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed."
Another good reason that you
should put your confidence and
trust in God is that He cannot lie.
Undoubtedly you have been disappointed with people, maybe
even in someone close to you.
Perhaps someone told you something that was not true, but God
cannot lie. Numbers 23:19 states,
"God is not a man, that he should
lie; neither the son of man, that
he should repent: hath he said,
and shall he not do it? or hath he
spoken, and shall he not make it
good?"
Titus 1:1-2 reads: "Paul, a
servant of God, and an apostle of
Jesus Christ, according to the
faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which
is after godliness; In hope of eterGospelTrumpeter.com • August 2020

nal life, which God, that cannot
lie, promised before the world
began."
Another reason that you
should put your confidence and
trust in God is that He is able
to perform. When God says
something, He will perform it.
Speaking of the promise given to
Abraham, Paul wrote that Abraham staggered not at the promise
of God in unbelief, but he had
strong faith and gave glory to
God. Paul said in Romans 4:21,
"And being fully persuaded that,
what he had promised, he was
able also to perform."
God's Help Is Unfailing
Paul wrote to the Philippians
to encourage them in their stand.
The Philippian brethren were
going through excessive trials, so
he wrote to them. In Philippians
1:6 he said, "Being confident of
this very thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in you
will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ."
You can trust in the Lord in
temptation. It is great to have
God help you in temptation. We
all are going to be tempted. Jesus
was tempted in all points, such as
we are. I am glad that God is
there to help us in the midst of
temptation. Right in the midst of
the most heated trial or temptation, God has fixed it so that you
do not have to fail. You do not
have to fall.
One powerful Scripture in
1 Corinthians 10:13 reads, "There
hath no temptation taken you but
such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer [or allow] you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it." You can trust in
the Lord because He will not
leave you in the heat of the trial
as people might. He is not going
to disown you. God will stay
with you as long as you stay with
5

Him.
The Apostle Paul had to go to
court, and he wrote in 2 Timothy
4:14-18: "Alexander the coppersmith [who had quite a name in
that town] did me much evil: the
Lord reward him according to
his works: Of whom be thou
ware also; for he hath greatly
withstood our words. [What was
Alexander doing? He was proclaiming that the Apostle Paul
was a deceiver, and he was using
his influence and reputation to
go against Paul. Wherever Paul
spoke or preached, Alexander
was there to withstand his
words.] At my first answer no
man stood with me, but all men
forsook me: I pray God that it
may not be laid to their charge.
"Notwithstanding the Lord
stood with me, [Paul was not
alone. God was with him. Young
person, there might not be another student in your classroom
or in your school serving God,
but you are not alone. When you
are serving God, you have Him
with you. You could not have
anyone greater than God with
you.] and strengthened me; that
by me the preaching might be
fully known, and that all the

Gentiles might hear: and I was
delivered out of the mouth of the
lion. And the Lord shall deliver
me from every evil work, and
will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory
for ever and ever. Amen."
Dear one, God will never
leave you, and He will not lie to
you. He is able to perform that
which He said He would do. He
is unfailing. There is another
reason that you should put your
confidence in God. He is much
more intelligent than you are.
God is wiser than you are, and
the Scriptures back that up.
The Prophet Isaiah wrote in
Isaiah 55:8-10: "For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, saith
the L ORD. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your
thoughts. For as the rain cometh
down, and the snow from
heaven, and returneth not
thither, but watereth the earth,
and maketh it bring forth and
bud, that it may give seed to the
sower, and bread to the eater."
God is wiser in every aspect of
your life.

Lastly, you can trust in God
because He cares for you. If you
were the only person on this
earth, God would still care for
you. We read in 1 Peter 5:7,
"Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you." Proverbs
3:5-6 reads: "Trust in the LORD
with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge him,
[You can talk to God about anything you are thinking of choosing in life. He is so much wiser
than you are. He can see things
in the future, but you can only
see the present time.] and he
shall direct thy paths." What a
promise! You need to put your
confidence and your trust in the
Lord.
If you are struggling, maybe
you have not been putting your
trust in the Lord as you ought.
Perhaps you have been doing
some things on your own and
have gotten yourself in a little
trouble. Do not continue in that
direction. You need to stop and
acknowledge God in all your
ways, and He will direct your
paths.

[Camp Meeting Report—contin. from p. 2]

ministers brought challenging
and informative sermons that
gave us Truth and understanding. These ministers were Brothers Earl R. Borders, Michael
Wilks, Allen Polston, Roger
Nethers, Leamon Whitehead,
Reggie Stegmeier, and Richard
Talbot. Brother Larry Dishman
preached Monday through Wednesday evenings. Thursday and
Friday nights, Brother Abraham
Burton delivered timely messages to our hearts on the topics
of the the Lord teaching us His
way and consecration. Brother
Dishman finished the camp meeting Sunday evening with a
message entitled "You Can Go,
But Don't Go Very Far." You will

find a complete list of the messages of the camp meeting services on page 25.
The Lord's presence gloriously moved in the services Saturday evening as a men's trio sang
"Sometimes It Takes a Mountain."
People began moving to the altar
to seek salvation and help from
the Lord. In various other services, the Lord blessed hearts as
the adult choir and youth choir
sang. Many specials were sung
by various groups as well as solos. We firmly believe that the
Lord saw that we needed this
time to refresh our spirits during
these troublesome times.

afternoon a teaching service was
held. These teaching services
continued through Saturday. In
the first three afternoon sessions,
Brother Roger Decker taught
on the vital doctrinal subjects
of antichrist, the real Israel,
and sanctification, which helped
bring greater understanding on
these topics. Thursday and Friday afternoons, Brother David
Stegmeier delivered enlightening
thoughts regarding soul winning.
Saturday afternoon Brother David Watson taught on the Revelation concerning "She That Sitteth
Upon Many Waters."
In each morning service,
beginning on Monday, various
6
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(Compact Disc TR-2230)

Proverbs 16:17 The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his soul.

Brother Irwin Sesher
"The Way of Holiness"
Every individual is traveling
on a highway leading somewhere. This highway that I am
referring to is not always smooth.
It has some bumpy areas, some
curves, and some soft shoulders.
I am speaking of the highway of
holiness that leads to Heaven. I
am thankful that when I got
saved, the Lord placed me on the
highway to Heaven.
Isaiah 35:8 reads, "And an
highway shall be there, and a
way, and it shall be called The

way of holiness; the unclean shall
not pass over it; but it shall be for
those: the wayfaring men, though
fools, shall not err therein." I am
thankful for this highway. It is
not just any old highway. You
have to get rid of some things to
travel this highway of holiness.
You will have to get rid of
weights, things that can burden
you down. I want to stay on this
highway because I know it is
going to lead me to Heaven one
day. As a true saint of God, you
will want to do everything you
can to stay on this highway of
GospelTrumpeter.com • August 2020

holiness.
As a true child of God, you
should want to distance yourself
as far away from the world as
you can because it will affect
your travel. Sometimes people
get off this highway of holiness
because they get too close to the
world, and they become distracted by worldly influences.
Friend, when you allow the
world to dictate your agenda,
you cannot continue to be on the
true highway of holiness. You do
not have to travel this highway
alone. Thank God for those who
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are traveling the same highway.
We see eye to eye on the standard of the Word of God.
A child of God is free from
guilt and condemnation. Also, he
willingly lays aside anything that
would hinder his walk with God.
This highway is a clean and holy
highway. It is going to take much
work, effort, and determination
on your part to travel this way. A
person cannot get on this highway unless he has had his heart
changed. The devil wants you off
this highway. He does not want
you to travel the holy way, so he
will come to you with discouraging comments and will put a
cloud of doubt in your mind. You
can say to the devil: "I refuse to
listen to you. I am on the highway of holiness, and the Lord
has brought me too far to turn
back now. I am not going back to
where I was because that was the
pit from which God delivered
me."
Planning This Journey Wisely
I am nearer home today than
I was yesterday. I have fought
many battles, and God has given
me victory. I am going forward
with the Lord. Many people get
discouraged by the enemy because they listen to his words of
doubt, fear, and discouragement.
You need to quote the Word of
God to him. He hates for you to
quote Scriptures and sing the
songs of Zion to him. You should
memorize little choruses and
Scripture verses. Sometimes people give heed to the devil too
easily. You do not have to do
that. You can combat the enemy
with the Word of God.
When people go on vacation,
they may travel a great deal on
literal highways, and they want
to know what hindrances they
might encounter. Before the invention of the Global Positioning
System (GPS), we would go to
the American Automobile Association (AAA) and get a trip kit.
8

The trip kit had the roads
marked that we needed to take.
They were highlighted with a
yellow marker that showed
where there was construction or
a bridge was out. I liked those
trip kits.
You need to familiarize
yourself with the highway of life.
You cannot familiarize yourself
with it by failing to attend the
services. You need to be guided
on the highway to know the dangers that lie ahead. You need to
be in the services so that you can
get more information about this
highway. With this information
you will know what to avoid and
how to handle certain situations.
You need a pastor to warn you
about what to look out for. The
pastor is the watchman on the
wall. When traveling this highway, it is good to observe those
who have already traveled the
way before you. They have
already done it successfully.
When you travel this road,
you need to listen to the Holy
Spirit. He will show you what
you need to avoid. You need to
familiarize yourself with the true
highway of holiness and listen to
those who have already experienced difficulties in their travels.
On this highway of holiness, you
are going to face battles, persecution, and trials, but you should
not let difficulties deter you.
You need to plan your stops
wisely and continue to go right
on course. You must take care of
what you have to take care of
and continue your walk with
God. Many people get defeated
when they stop. They get off on
the wrong exit ramp and fail to
get back on. Sometimes you
might need to assist someone
else. You might have to encourage someone. Someone could
have gone off the edge of the
highway, and you need to be
willing to stop and help that person. Would you want to have
someone encourage you if you
went off the highway? Yes!
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Nehemiah's Burden
Sometime you may hear of
a great trial that a brother or
a sister is going through, and
you can become burdened and
pray for that one. Nehemiah
went through this when he heard
of the misfortunes of Jerusalem.
Nehemiah 1:2-4 reads: "That
Hanani, one of my brethren,
came, he and certain men of
Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped,
which were left of the captivity,
and concerning Jerusalem. And
they said unto me, The remnant
that are left of the captivity there
in the province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of
Jerusalem also is broken down,
and the gates thereof are burned
with fire [what a shock to
Nehemiah]. And it came to pass,
when I heard these words, that
I sat down and wept, and
mourned certain days, and
fasted, and prayed before the
God of heaven."
Sometimes you may hesitate
to seek help from individuals
who are in a position to help you.
Friend, others are willing to help
you. When you are down spiritually, others are willing to pray
with you. They do not want to
see you go off the highway of
holiness. They want you to continue your walk with God. There
are people in a position to help
you. Nehemiah did not stop. He
could have sat down and said,
"There is nothing that I can do,"
but he did not. He pursued the
issue. Sometimes you are not
going to get the help you need
unless you ask. Your Heavenly
Father is willing to help you if
you ask.
Nehemiah 2:2-6 tells us:
"Wherefore the king said unto
me, Why is thy countenance sad,
seeing thou art not sick? this is
nothing else but sorrow of heart.
Then I was very sore afraid, And
said unto the king, Let the king
live for ever: why should not my

countenance be sad, when the
city, the place of my fathers'
sepulchres, lieth waste, and the
gates thereof are consumed with
fire? Then the king said unto me,
For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of
heaven.
"And I said unto the king, If it
please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy
sight, that thou wouldest send
me unto Judah, unto the city of
my fathers' sepulchres, that I may
build it. And the king said unto
me, (the queen also sitting by
him,) For how long shall thy
journey be? and when wilt thou
return? So it pleased the king to
send me; and I set him a time."
This would not have happened
unless Nehemiah asked.
Sometimes we have to be
bold for the Lord. We are too
quiet about what God has done
for us and where He has brought
us from. Verses 7-8 read: "Moreover I said unto the king, If it
please the king, let letters be
given me to the governors beyond the river, that they may
convey me over till I come into
Judah; And a letter unto Asaph
the keeper of the king's forest,
that he may give me timber to
make beams for the gates of the
palace which appertained to the
house, and for the wall of the
city, and for the house that I shall
enter into. And the king granted
me, according to the good hand
of my God upon me." That was
God working! First, Nehemiah
had to be in a position to ask
God. Likewise, we need to be in
a position to ask God. Someone
may say, "Well, God is not going
to listen to me." Have you asked
Him? God is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.
"The Paths of the Lord"
We serve Almighty God. He
still wants to heal. He still wants
to save. He still wants to put
broken homes back together. All

we have to do is ask. What about
your spiritual walk on this holy
highway? Are you on the strait
and narrow way? Do those exit
signs with the worldly billboards
look attractive to you? Those
billboards are flashing, calling
for you to try this and try that,
but stay on the highway of
holiness. Do not get involved in
the things of this old world, because the things of this old world
will draw you away from the
highway of holiness.
The Lord will point out
dangers as you walk with Him.
You can talk to God as you go
down the highway. You can ask
the Lord: "Am I doing everything
I need to do on this highway of
holiness? Am I being obedient to
Your way? Do I need to do anything else to be a better child for
You, Lord?"
Is the road you are on
pleasurable and exciting? The
highway of holiness is an exciting road. It is never boring. You
always have different sights to
see. You should not try to change
it or rearrange it. Psalm 16:11
says, "Thou wilt shew me the
path of life: in thy presence is
fulness of joy; at thy right hand
there are pleasures for evermore." Psalm 23:3 tells us, "He
restoreth my soul: he leadeth me
in the paths of righteousness for
his name's sake." What about the
benefits of this road? Psalm 25:10
states, "All the paths of the LORD
are mercy and truth unto such
as keep his covenant and his
testimonies."
Is the direction of this road
the right way that you need to
go? Proverbs 2:9 tells us, "Then
shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity;
yea, every good path." Is this
road truly safe? Proverbs 4:11
reads, "I have taught thee in the
way of wisdom; I have led thee
in right paths." Is it not wonderful to know that? What about the
light of the road? Will you be
able to see things clearly? Yes!
GospelTrumpeter.com • August 2020

Proverbs 4:18 says, "But the path
of the just is as the shining light,
that shineth more and more unto
the perfect day." This road is well
lit, and it is the only way to
Heaven. Are you on this road?
These are some things that let
you know this is the right road to
travel.
Traveling the Wrong Road
Sad to say, many people are
on the wrong road. Some have
no sense of direction. Sin causes
them to lose their sense of direction and confuses them. They
have lost their roadmap, and
they are floundering around on
the broad way that leads to hell.
Proverbs 12:15 reads, "The way
of a fool is right in his own eyes:
but he that hearkeneth unto
counsel is wise." This highway is
full of danger, opposition, and
darkness. It is a treacherous road.
It is a road on which individuals
travel without good advice. They
are going their own way. If you
travel the broad way, you are
setting yourself up for danger.
Proverbs 13:15 tells us, "Good
understanding giveth favour:
but the way of transgressors is
hard." The wrong road will not
lead you anywhere productive.
Proverbs 14:12 states, "There is a
way which seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death." People on the
wrong road get frustrated and
seem to be going in circles. We
all have been on the wrong road
at one time. Isaiah 59:8 reads,
"The way of peace they know
not; and there is no judgment in
their goings: they have made
them crooked paths: whosoever
goeth therein shall not know
peace." Most people on the road
that leads to destruction ignore
the warning signs and the caution lights. Often they overstep
the Word of God whenever they
feel like it.
Job 24:13 says, "They are of
those that rebel against the light;
9

they know not the ways thereof,
nor abide in the paths thereof."
Traveling on the wrong road
may look appealing, but it leads
to darkness and destruction. We
read in Proverbs 2:13, "Who
leave the paths of uprightness, to
walk in the ways of darkness."
You will find many barriers and
road blocks on the wrong road.
Hosea 2:6 states, "Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way
with thorns, and make a wall,
that she shall not find her paths."
Friend, I have told you all about
the good path and the wrong
path. On which road would you
rather travel?
Helping One Another
Along the Way
On the highway of holiness,
our fellowship with one another
must be true. We must get along
with one another. Relationships
are always worth restoring. We
must value relationships and
make every effort to restore broken relationships. The devil is
working to tear congregations
apart. We should make every
effort to help people, to encourage people, to be there for one
another. We are the family of
God.
A great deal of the New
Testament tells how to get along
with one another. Spiritual maturity is a necessity along the road
of life. You should not have bad
feelings toward others. Romans
15:5 reads, "Now the God of

patience and consolation grant
you to be likeminded one toward
another according to Christ Jesus." You know it is not a good
testimony to others if they can
sense that brothers and sisters in
Christ cannot get along. Worldly
people can sense if Christian
brothers and sisters are not getting along. We should be setting
the example to the world. The
devil wants to destroy every
congregation.
If a fellow traveler has
ventured off the highway of holiness but wants to continue for
God, he has to climb up that embankment that he has gone over.
It can be a difficult job to get back
up that embankment. It can be a
struggle, but he can do it by the
help of the Lord. Then he can
help someone else in a similar
situation by reaching out to help
and encourage that one. He
should not stand back and say,
"Well, I made it, so you can do it
yourself." No, He will reach his
hand in fellowship to help him
up. We should be a help to one
another.
The Lord has helped us in
situations and we came out victoriously. God is still real! This is
not a time to find fault with one
another or to make accusations.
This is a time to really reach
down in that well of love and
say: "Brother, Sister, if I have
done anything to hurt you or to
harm you, I want you to know
that I am truly sorry. I want the
work of God to continue. I do

not want anything in my heart
and life to hinder God from
working."
Let us do those things that we
know we need to do. Just do the
right things. You need to pray for
yourself as well as others. The
Lord still answers prayer. We
need to pull together, pray together, fellowship together, and
work together for the Lord.
Someone once wrote: "So
much of what we waste our
energy on will not matter in a
year from now, much less in eternity. Do not trade your life for
temporal things." Many people
are doing this and that, trying to
gain fortune and fame. What is it
going to matter compared to
eternity? Whatever you are going
to do for the Lord, you need to
get at it now. You have no assurance that you are going to live
another day. You do not even
know if you are going to make it
until midnight.
How is your travel along this
spiritual highway? Do you need
to get rid of some things that
hinder you? Do you need to clear
some things off the pathway so
you can walk closer to God?
Sometimes people get their lives
too cluttered. Do you need to get
rid of clutter? You need to get rid
of anything that might prevent
you from going the way you
should go.

Stand By the Cross
Stand by the Cross till the day is done;
Firm to the end and true;
Trust when the battle is raging wild,
For there is waiting a crown for you.

10
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1 Chronicles 13:13 So David brought not the ark home to himself to the city of David, but carried it aside into
the house of Obededom the Gittite.
14 And the ark of God remained with the family of Obededom in his house three months. And the LORD blessed
the house of Obededom, and all that he had.

Brother Josh Thilmony
Wholehearted Obedience
God works in many different
ways in our lives. He is
concerned about every area of
your life. He is concerned about
your physical needs, your financial needs, your emotional needs,
and your spiritual needs. Friend,
God has grace for you that
reaches out to every part of your
life. I appreciate the grace of
God. The grace of God just keeps
reaching out. Therefore, I want to
look at the thought of this
blessing.
I believe that Obededom kept

his hands off the ark, and that is
one reason that God blessed him.
God does not want us to change
the message or to push things
around to suit ourselves, but He
wants us to leave the message
right where it is. I labor intensely
to make sure that I leave the
Scriptures right where they are
and to try to understand exactly
what God means, because that is
where the blessing is. You must
accept the Word of God just as it
is, just where God put it, and not
move it around to where you
want it. Wholehearted obedience
has extraordinary benefits.
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One way that God gives His
blessing is when you give your
whole heart to Him. That is how
the blessings stack up in your
life. If you read about Joshua and
the people in the battle of Jericho,
you will find that they marched
around that city once a day for
six days. When they marched
around the city once each day for
seven days, nothing happened.
They had instructions to march
around the city for seven days
and seven times on the seventh
day; then they were instructed to
blow the trumpets and shout.
Those were the instructions that
11

God gave them. The point is, the
last bit of obedience took them
from nothing to great victory.
You have to make sure that
you do everything that God says.
Israel marched around the city
seven times on the seventh day,
and still nothing happened.
When they blew the trumpets,
still nothing happened. When
they finally completed the last
step of obedience, God moved
greatly, and the walls of Jericho
fell because they did all that God
said to do. They did a complete
work of obedience to God. They
went from not being blessed to
being highly blessed. When you
do everything that God says, you
will reap extraordinary benefits.
You can read in the Book of
Ezra that Ezra had a four month
trip to get to Jerusalem, and he
was happy that the trip went
well. God provided strength.
Traveling then was wearisome,
but the good hand of God was
upon Ezra and brought him
through this trip. God supplied
the food, the water, and the
strength for that journey, and he
made good time by the hand of
God.
God Will Add to Your Life
I want to talk to you in this
message about the blessings that
God gives the people of God. He
adds to our lives, protects us,
and makes a way for us. All
these are blessings from God. In
Matthew 6:33 Jesus said, "But
seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto
you." When God adds things to
your life that you did not bring
into your life, that is a blessing.
Jesus said if you will seek first
the Kingdom of God, then God
will add to your life. The blessings are contingent upon the
seeking.
The Gospel way is not
complicated or difficult to understand, but sometimes it is hard to
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accept. God blesses those who
seek Him. The Hebrew writer
said if you seek Him diligently,
He will reward you (Hebrews
11:6). There is a reward for serving God, both in this world and
in the next world.
I got saved in 1989 when I
was sixteen years of age, and I
have never been sorry. I am very
thankful that I got saved when I
did. Seeking God is a trigger for
the blessings of God. God not
only adds blessings to our lives
but also protects us.
Genesis 4:15-16 reads: "And
the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him
sevenfold. And the LORD set a
mark upon Cain, lest any finding
him should kill him. And Cain
went out from the presence of the
LORD, and dwelt in the land of
Nod, on the east of Eden."
Here we see a marvelous
picture of the grace of God
extended to a murderer. God
offered this man protection. You
should think about that. This
illustrates amazing mercy. Not
many people sink that low to kill
their own brother. Murder is bad
enough, but killing one's own
brother is far worse. This murderer told God, "My punishment
is greater than I can bear," and
God had mercy. The grace of
God was extended to Cain, and
God protected him by setting a
mark on him for protection.
God's love reaches out no
matter what your past is or what
you have done. I thank God for
that! God's love is amazing. He
wants to remind us of His great
mercy. The devil complained to
God about Job: "I cannot get to
him. You have a hedge around
him so I cannot do anything to
him." I believe the devil was
whining a little, and that makes
me smile. God was protecting
Job. We may never know how
much God protects us in this life.
He shepherds our souls, takes
care of our spiritual needs, and
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protects our souls. I appreciate
all that He does for us.
Spiritual Protection
We pay for insurance coverage because we want protection
from car crashes, thefts, and
other disasters. We want some
kind of protection against losses.
I believe that God gives us very
good spiritual insurance. We
need protection in our souls. We
are like sheep, and sheep do not
have very good defense systems.
I believe Jesus was talking
about spiritual protection in the
Sermon on the Mount. There is a
price for insurance. You have to
do what God says and make sure
that you are clear with God. That
is the price that you must pay.
When the storm comes, you are
promised safety in the storm so
that your life will not fall apart
like those who disobey God.
We need protection against
division. Division is wrong. People have come to me and said, "If
you knew what I know about
that brother . . . " Do you know
what I think about that? If I cannot verify what I hear, I do not
accept it. I do not know if they
took things the right way. It is a
sad state in our world when people look at Christianity and see
fussing.
The devil wants to divide
homes. He wants to get children
against their parents and parents
against their children. Jesus
warned of that. Sometimes the
people you live with can become
your enemies. I am thankful that
God protects Mount Zion. The
Bible says there would be glory
on this mountain.
I am thankful that if you have
a desire to serve God, you can
stay the course and stay saved
and keep the glory in your soul.
No one can take it away from
you. Praise the Lord! I am thankful that God shows mercy during
certain times and situations.
Sometimes God has mercy on the

people who are sick and heals
them.
Romans 9:15 states, "For he
saith to Moses, I will have mercy
on whom I will have mercy, and
I will have compassion on whom
I will have compassion." You do
not get to choose all the events
that happen in your life. For
example, you do not get to
choose how you will die. You do
not know that you will die peacefully while you are sleeping. No
doubt, you hope to have good
health all the way to the end and
then die peacefully while you are
sleeping. However, you might
have to suffer before you pass.
God does not guarantee you
a life without problems. He does
not guarantee you protection for
your physical life. There have
been many martyrs whom God
did not protect their physical
lives, but He kept their souls.
Jesus let us know that is the important thing. I am glad that God
has protection for the church, for
the Gospel, and for the people of
God. Praise the Lord! God will
protect us.
God Will Make a Way for You
I want to go to my last point.
Protection for your spirit is a
blessing. God adding to your life
is a blessing, and He will make a
way for you. One songwriter
wrote a song entitled "Jesus Is the
Waymaker." First Corinthians
10:13 reads, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it." God
will make a way when seemingly
there is no way. Often God adds
blessings that were not there before. In this verse Paul was talking about temptation, but I do
not believe that God is limited to
making a way only during the
hour of temptation. God will

make a way for you at other
times as well.
God is mindful of everything
in your life. That is the kind of
God He is. He is mindful of
whatever concerns you today.
Whatever is on your mind, God
is concerned about it, and He
will make a way. He told us in
the Bible in several places that
He opens doors that no one can
shut.
God calmed the sea for the
disciples. He made a way for
them. I had a friend that went to
a university, and his parents
saved a certain amount of money
for him, and he had a budget. He
told me after he graduated, "Every month I had just enough."
That was God making a way for
him.
God will provide for your
needs, no matter what your salary is. That is God making a way.
I love reading about old pioneer
preachers and how God led them
to go and preach. Often they had
no money and would go to a
train station with no money,
stand in line, and someone
would come along and place
money in their hand. God made
a way.
My parents taught me to have
faith. It is one of the good heritages I have from my mom and
dad. My dad trusted God. One
time he lost his job, but he was
not worried about it. He knew
God was going to take care of
him, and he even had a friend
that said, "Are you not worried?"
He said, "No, God will take care
of me," and God did.
There were many times that

God answered prayer for my
mom and dad. I appreciate my
godly heritage and the privilege
of seeing those things. One time
they needed another vehicle, and
they made it a matter of prayer.
My grandmother called my dad
and said, "We want to fly you
down to Florida so that we can
buy you a car." So they bought
tickets for me, my twin brother,
and my dad to fly down to
Florida. They bought us a car,
and we drove it home. Again,
God provided. God is so good!
I started the message speaking about Obededom, and how
God blessed all that he had. I
believe that serving God is the
best life in this world. It is the
best way to live. I believe the
more you trust God in every area
of your life, the more your life
will be blessed. The more you
humble yourself and say, "God, I
need You as a parent," the more
your children will be blessed.
God's way is best. I appreciate
God's goodness.
How is it with you, friend? Is
God blessing every area of your
life? You may say, "I do not feel
that I am blessed in every area of
my life." I cannot promise you
that no hardship is coming your
way, but I can promise you that
God will be with you. The Bible
says in Psalm 34:19, "Many are
the afflictions of the righteous:
but the LORD delivereth him out
of them all." The people of God
are blessed above all people on
the earth.
(Compact Disc TR-2206)

Hold Fast
Hold fast, hold fast,
Hold to the Savior, He's all in all;
Hold fast, hold fast,
Hold fast to the promise, you'll never fall.
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How Are You
Preparing for
Eternity?

I am Kaden, and I live in
Oregon. My pastor is Brother
David Stegmeier, and he is also
my grandpa. It is a privilege to
have him as a grandpa. I am very
blessed to have a family that has
been raised in the church. My
grandpa went to Oregon many
years ago, and he raised his
seven children in the church. I
am very thankful for that. It is
such a blessing to be able to be
with family and to serve the Lord
together.
Exodus 15:2 reads, "The LORD
is my strength and song, and he
is become my salvation: he is my
God, and I will prepare him an
habitation; my father's God, and
I will exalt him." This Scripture is
saying that God is our strength
through all the trials and the tests
we face. We are able to have salvation because of Him, and I am
very thankful for that. Since He is
our God, we need to prepare to
meet Him. A habitation is a place
wherein God can live, and that is
the soul. That is the place God
wants us to prepare so that He
can live in each of us. Exalting
God means to lift Him up in our
lives. We need to thank God and
praise Him. That does not mean
just testifying, but when something good happens, we need to
thank God.
First Samuel 7:3-4 states:
"And Samuel spake unto all the
house of Israel, saying, If ye do
return unto the LORD with all
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your hearts, then put away the
strange gods and Ashtoreth from
among you, and prepare your
hearts unto the LORD, and serve
him only: and he will deliver you
out of the hand of the Philistines.
Then the children of Israel did
put away Baalim and Ashtoreth,
and served the LORD only."
God does not want you to
serve anyone but Him. He is the
only one you should direct yourself toward. This verse does not
just mean different religions. It
also takes in technology, sports,
popularity, money, or anything
that could take you away from
serving God. We see that a lot
today. People get so distracted
by other priorities, but really,
your number one priority ought
to be serving God. That is what
you should focus on.
Second Chronicles 35:6 reads,
"So kill the passover, and sanctify
yourselves, and prepare your
brethren, that they may do according to the word of the LORD
by the hand of Moses." If you are
trying to save others out in the
world, such as family members
or friends, you need to be a good
example. People are watching
your life. Therefore, you have to
show them what the life of a
Christian is really about. The
Lord does not like halfhearted
service. He wants your whole
heart when doing things for Him,
and everything has to be done in
His name. You really have to do
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everything in the Lord.
Job 8:8-9 reads: "For enquire,
I pray thee, of the former age,
and prepare thyself to the search
of their fathers: (For we are but
of yesterday, and know nothing,
because our days upon earth
are a shadow:)." As a young person, you have not been through
the number of trials and tests that
the older saints have, and you
may need to seek help from the
older saints. If you have a godly
pastor, you should counsel with
him about what to do, because he
is being led by God. Every message is given to him by God, and
he knows best. Really, if you are
looking for someone to talk to
when you are in a trial or a test,
or if you are really down in the
dumps, so to speak, your pastor
is the best person to talk to. If
God gives wisdom to the pastor
to preach messages and to bring
forth what God has placed upon
his heart, then how does he not
have the wisdom to talk to you
and get you through a trial?
Verse 8 says to prepare
yourself. It is not asking you to
prepare other people. Until you
get saved and feel prepared, then
you cannot start encouraging
others. You need to make your
soul a priority, because you are
going to be the one answering
to God on Judgment Day. You
alone must stand before Him.
The way you prepare yourself
for eternity is really what will

determine whether you go to
Heaven or hell.
First Peter 3:20 states: "Which
sometime were disobedient,
when once the longsuffering of
God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight souls
were saved by water." While
God was waiting for Noah to
build the ark, He patiently
waited for souls to obey Him.
Noah preached the righteousness, trying to get everyone to
know God and get on the ark
with him, but only eight people
entered the ark.
A few months back, someone
was preaching and said that approximately eight million people
lived in Noah's day, but only
eight people got on the ark.
Think about that. Only one in one
million people entered the ark,
and they were Noah's family
members. Suppose just you and a
few of your family members
were serving the Lord. Would
you leave or would you stay?
Two examples come to my
mind. The first one is my
grandpa. When he first started
preaching, his entire family was
there. He lost about twenty of his
family members. My grandpa
did not leave though. He stood
strong and stayed in the church,
and that is the reason he is the
great man he is today.
Another person comes to my
mind. For years a certain young
person came to church by himself. His mother did not come,
his father did not come, and his
siblings did not come. Not long
ago, his father made his way to
an altar of prayer. It was so
meaningful when that happened.
It was that young person's faithfulness and commitment in serving God that really brought that
about. He told me that every
Sunday or Wednesday night, he
would ask his father if he wanted
to go to church with him, and his
father always said no. He always
said that he had something else

to do, but one day he said: "Yeah,
sure, I'll come," and he got saved.
What a meaningful thing that is!
Isaiah 40:3-5 reads: "The
voice of him that crieth in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way
of the LORD, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be exalted, and
every mountain and hill shall be
made low: and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough
places plain: And the glory of the
LORD shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together: for the
mouth of the LORD hath spoken
it."
If you are facing a hard trial
or a valley and you want to get
lifted up, you have to seek God
and ask Him to help you. He is
the only One who can help you
through a trial or a test. You
cannot ask a worldly person or
anyone who is not saved to help
you, because that person would
not understand what you are
going through. Only God and the
saints of God know what you are
going through. Sometimes you
will struggle with things, but it is
the way that you face those
struggles that will either put you
on top as a Christian or bring you
down to the bottom to where you
are no longer saved, and then
you will need to come back to the
Lord.
My last thought is on the
story of "Pilgrim's Progress." In
the allegory, one character
named Vain Confidence had too
much pride and confidence in
himself. He did not think he
needed God. When he faced God
on Judgment Day, he was sent to
hell because God did not find his
name in the Book of Life. He was
too proud to think about God,
and what he needed to do was to
get right with God in his soul. He
needed to prepare for the Judgment, but he was too proud. On
the other hand, Christian had
faith and held strong to God. By
doing that, he prepared himself
to meet God. So on Judgment
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Day, God found Christian's name
in the Book of Life. God opened
the gates and Christian walked
straight in.
The way I think about it is,
when a soul enters Heaven,
everyone there rejoices because
another soul made it into
Heaven. Just thinking about that
is really quite phenomenal, because if everyone in Heaven
right now is waiting for someone
to get there and walk through
those gates, how happy would
they be to see us enter in? If we
all were saved and we all went to
Heaven, think how happy they
would be.
A quote that I have been told
is this: "When you fail to prepare,
you are preparing to fail." Think
about that. If you do not prepare
to meet God, then you are preparing to fail. How are you
preparing? What are you doing
to prepare yourself for the Judgment? One day we will be in
eternity, so we need to prepare.
God gives us so many opportunities to prepare for that day.
You need to pray, read the Bible,
and sing along in church. You
may think these are small things,
but the small things lead to the
big things. Are you preparing to
meet God or are you just going
through the motions? Are you
failing to prepare? How are you
preparing?
Brother Kaden Boyd

Apply yourself
wholly to the
Scriptures and the
Scriptures wholly
to yourself.
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Romans 13:11 And that,
knowing the time, that now it is
high time to awake out of sleep: for
now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed.
12 The night is far spent, the

day is at hand: let us therefore cast
off the works of darkness, and let us
put on the armour of light.
13 Let us walk honestly, as in
the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and

wantonness, not in strife and
envying.
14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make not provision for
the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.

Brother Larry Dishman
Lust Leads to Sin
What does it mean to make
provision for the flesh? Making
provision for something is to
give forethought. It is a measure
taken beforehand to deal with a
need or a contingency. Making
no provision for the flesh means
you do not provide what is necessary for sin to enter and remain
in your life. Making provision for
something is providing what is
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necessary for the thing to come
about, to exist, or to continue. A
lot of people backslide because
they fail to take heed to this passage of Scripture. They fail to
obey this command of "make not
provision for the flesh." The Bible
states in Hosea 4:6, "My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge."
The Apostle Paul said in
2 Corinthians 2:11, "Lest Satan
should get an advantage of us:
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for we are not ignorant of his
devices." Some people fall into
temptation, but a great many
make plans for their disaster
ahead of time. As you read this
message, I want you to examine
yourself. Is this my problem?
Have I been making provision
for the flesh and living after the
lusts thereof? We each have
weaknesses, every one of us.
There are things that tempt each
of us, yet other things do not faze

us. As soon as you are tempted, a
part of you leans in that direction.
"Son," ordered the father, "do
not swim in the canal."
"Okay, Dad," he answered,
but he came home that evening
carrying a wet bathing suit.
"Where have you been?"
demanded the father.
"Swimming in the canal,"
answered the boy.
"Did I tell you not to swim in
the canal?"
"Yes, sir," answered the boy.
"Why did you?" the father
asked.
"Well," the son explained, "I
had my bathing suit with me,
and I just could not resist the
temptation."
"Why did you take your
bathing suit with you?" the father
questioned.
"So I would be prepared to
swim in case I was tempted."
That is making provision for
the flesh. I wonder if that little
story would apply to your life in
any area. Too many expect to sin
and excite sin. The remedy for
such dangerous action is found
in our Scripture text in verse 14,
which reads, "But put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not
provision for the flesh, to fulfil
the lusts thereof."
Many years ago when I was
a young preacher, a brother
preached a message that I do not
think I will ever forget entitled
"Burn All the Boats, the Bridges,
and the Ships Behind You." I
have listened to that message
many times.
Let us consider how temptation comes about. James 1:13-15
tells us: "Let no man say when he
is tempted, I am tempted of God:
for God cannot be tempted with
evil, neither tempteth he any
man: But every man is tempted,
when he is drawn away of his
own lust, and enticed. Then
when lust hath conceived, it
bringeth forth sin: and sin, when
it is finished, bringeth forth

death."
How does sin begin? It begins
with a person's own lust. Some
people say, "The devil made me
do it." No, it is of their own lust.
Lust leads to sin, and sin leads to
spiritual death. Knowing that
lust leads to sin, how can you
choke out lust? You can do so by
making no provision for the
flesh. If you do not make provision for the flesh, or give forethought to it, or make arrangements to fulfil the lust thereof,
then it is unlikely that you will
yield to sin.
Spiritual Warfare
In the context of spiritual
warfare, Paul gave one of the
most powerful principles of spiritual warfare, but I believe many
times that part of this Scripture is
overlooked. What is spiritual
warfare? Friend, it is wrestling
with spiritual forces of darkness.
The wrestling match may be
either a battle of the mind or a
battle of the will. In a battle for
the Truth, the enemy entices you
to believe a lie and to act accordingly. That is what the devil did
all the way back in the beginning
of time when he beguiled Eve.
You have to remember that the
devil is a liar, and he is the father
of all lies. You cannot believe the
devil because, if his lips are
moving, he is lying. This is the
reason we are told to bring every
thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ.
Read what the Word of God
says about this battle that we are
in. We are not fighting against
flesh and blood, or wrestling
against flesh and blood, but according to Ephesians, Chapter 6,
we are in a battle. We are fighting against the devil. We are
fighting against spirits, against
principalities, against powers,
and against spiritual wickedness
in high places.
The Word of God tells us in
2 Corinthians 10:3-6: "For though
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we walk in the flesh, we do not
war after the flesh: (For the
weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but mighty through God
to the pulling down of strong
holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ; And having
in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience
is fulfilled."
Friend, the battle of the will is
when you wage war with your
passions and your desires. Here
is where you decide whether or
not you are going to obey Jesus
or give in to your passions, or
fleshly desires. This is the reason
the Bible says to walk in the
Spirit and not to gratify the
desires of the flesh. We are in a
battle. The Bible tells us in
Galatians 5:16-17: "This I say
then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye
shall not fulfil the lust of the
flesh. For the flesh lusteth against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other: so that ye
cannot do the things that ye
would." In James 4:7 James tells
us concerning this battle we are
in, "Submit yourselves therefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you." You must
resist the devil. Do not make
provision for the flesh.
In the battle of spiritual
warfare, verse 14 of our Scripture
text offers a powerful principle to
those who know what time it is
and who want to make the most
of the time that they have left. To
put it literally, the writer said to
put on the Lord Jesus Christ. The
words "put ye on" mean to sink
into, excommunicating the works
of darkness, sinking into the
armor of light and of the Lord
Jesus Christ. You must put on the
full armor of God and sink into
Jesus. Furthermore, to excommunicate the business of darkness is
parallel with making no provi17

sions for the flesh. Putting on the
whole armor of God means that
you are fighting the spiritual
forces of darkness at the point of
provision and not just at the
point of attack.
Leaving a Door Open
for the Flesh
This is a powerful principle
of warfare, and I would like to
give you some examples so you
might be able to apply it. What I
mention may not be a problem
that you have, but I am going to
mention some things so that light
will shine on your pathway and
you will understand how you
can keep from making provision
for the flesh.
Here is a simple example.
Suppose an individual who was
never raised in the church and
who lived out in deep sin goes to
church, gets saved, and wants to
stop smoking. Certainly that is
something that person should
want to do. He should not merely try to taper off, but he ought to
lay down that vice and seek the
help of God. Perhaps he has tried
repeatedly and failed, and this
time he tries to hide a pack of
cigarettes in the garage, just in
case. Do you know what that is?
That is making provision for the
flesh. He is developing a contingency plan in case his effort to
stop smoking fails.
His mind is always going to
be in the garage. "I have a pack,
so I do not have to go to town. If
I feel that I really need a cigarette, I have some right there."
He is keeping the door opened
for the flesh. Friend, you have to
close all the doors, lock them
with a deadbolt, and throw away
the key. What doors have you
left opened in your life? If you
are leaving a door open for the
flesh, you are leaving room for
the devil to work in your heart
and life. Making provision for
the flesh is keeping the door
open, just in case.
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My friend, this battle is a
spiritual warfare. We are fighting
spiritual wickedness in high
places. This is the moment where
you are in your right mind, when
truth is clearer, when your passions are not yet enraged. At this
moment, you can make decisions
and stick to them because the fire
has not yet been lit in your flesh.
Once you light the fire in your
flesh, it is hard to turn around
and come back. You have to do
something about this before the
fire in the flesh gets lit. If you
wait until the point of attack
where the passions are enraged,
the battle is much more difficult.
Here is another example of
when is the best time to resist the
enemy's lure. Is it when you are
standing at the front door of a
sorority house filled with scantily
clad friends who are in the midst
of riotous partying, drunkenness,
and immorality? Absolutely not!
When you receive the invitation
and ask, "Where is the party going to be?" or "What time will it
be?" you are making provision
for the flesh. You are only fooling
yourself when you say, "I will
just go and see who is there."
When you are standing at the
door, you have taken it too far.
The best time to have waged war
in that particular battle was way
back at the moment of provision.
You are only standing at the door
because you were invited to
attend and be with your friends.
Avoiding Bad Company
Another point that is so
important is to avoid bad company. You can eliminate the
pressure to sin by avoiding evil
companions. When you are weak
and you go certain places with
the old crowd, you are making
provision for the flesh. You may
say, "I'm not going to do anything wrong." You may think
that, but when you get in the car
with them, they are going to take
you where they want to go. The
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Bible says in 1 Corinthians 15:33,
"Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners."
Friend, that is true.
Proverbs 1:10-15 reads: "My
son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. If they say, Come
with us, let us lay wait for blood,
let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: Let us swallow them up alive as the grave;
and whole, as those that go down
into the pit: We shall find all
precious substance, we shall fill
our houses with spoil: Cast in thy
lot among us; let us all have one
purse: My son, walk not thou in
the way with them; refrain thy
foot from their path."
You have to stay away from
the wrong crowd. You can be a
light without being a part of their
ungodliness. You must limit the
time in which you have convenient opportunities to sin. You
know when it is a convenient
opportunity, and you need to
stay away from that. Why have
you included in your circle of
influence those who have not
excommunicated the business of
darkness and who positively
invest in gratifying the passions
of the flesh? Why are you keeping company with this type of
person?
What about an alcoholic? He
would not stand a chance standing at the door of a bar. That
would be making provision for
the flesh. The battle is best fought
at the moment of provision. You
need to separate yourself from
friends who encourage you toward drunkenness and sink into
the Lord Jesus Christ. The battle
must be waged at the point of
provision.
What if a person is being
tempted with adultery or fornication? Proverbs 5:8 states, "Remove thy way far from her, and
come not nigh the door of her
house." Why are you going down
that way? Why are you texting
him or her when you are married? What business do you have

talking to him or her about
certain types of things? You must
stay away from where Satan is
lodging. Proverbs 7:8 reads,
"Passing through the street near
her corner; and he went the way
to her house." You should read
the rest of this chapter. Verse 22
tells us, "He goeth after her
straightway, as an ox goeth to the
slaughter, or as a fool to the
correction of the stocks."
Waging War at the
Point of Provision
If you are struggling with
pornography, then why do you
even get close to such websites
on your computer? You are making provision for the flesh. You
can say no and close the browser.
What are the odds of success in
fighting the battle at that moment? According to the people to
whom I have spoken about this,
most of the time it is too late. The
battle is best fought at the point
of provision. Perhaps you could
put a filter on your computer or
put the computer in a public
place in your home. Do not get
on the computer at a time of day
when you know you are weak.
Do not make provision for the
flesh. You must wage war at the
point of provision when you are
in a position of strength.
If you are struggling with
unhappiness in your marriage,
the time to wage war is not when
your coworker has asked you to
meet him for a late dinner after
work. It is too late then. At this
point, in most cases, the battle is
already lost. The battle must be
waged at the point of provision
before the flirting, before you
allowed his words to make you
feel good about yourself. That is
the time to do battle. Before you
compare him with your husband,
war against the thoughts in the
beginning. You must fight before
the passions are enraged, before
the passions of the flesh have
been engaged by the spiritual

forces of darkness. Make no provision for the flesh.
What about dating? If you are
not careful of where you go in
your dating, young person, you
will make provision for the flesh.
Why are you going down that
dark country road and turning
the lights off? You are making
provision for the flesh. When that
young man does that and turns
out the lights and says, "Darling,
I love you," what he is really saying is,"I love myself, and I would
like to use you." Heavy kissing is
foreplay, and it is making provision for the flesh. Petting is making provision for the flesh. Some
guys will not take no for an answer, so you should not make
provision for the flesh.
The business of darkness,
listed by the Apostle Paul, is so
common in our society today.
You may sit in church and think:
"This could never happen to me.
I would never be unfaithful to
my companion. I could never be
caught up in these works of darkness." You do not know what you
might do if you start making provision for the flesh. If you do not
fight the battle at the point of
provision, the likelihood of your
success is limited.
"Think on These Things"
Let us consider another avenue through which the devil
works. You should give no
thoughts to sin. This does not
mean that sinful thoughts will
never enter your mind. I cannot
help it if a sinful thought should
happen to come into my mind,
and you cannot help it if a sinful
thought comes into your mind.
The Bible says that Jesus was
tempted in all points like as we
are, yet without sin. The only
way you can be tempted is for a
thought to come into your mind.
You need to keep your mind
dwelling on the things of God
and keep your mind focused on
spiritual things.
GospelTrumpeter.com • August 2020

My mother taught me when I
was a little boy, "Son, you can't
keep the birds from flying over
your head, but you can keep
them from building a nest in
your hair." Likewise, you cannot
help that a thought might come
into your mind, but you do not
have to give in to that thought,
and you do not have to dwell
on that thought. Colossians 3:2
reads, "Set your affection on
things above, not on things on
the earth." You can allow your
mind to dwell on good things.
If you do not, you are making
provision for the flesh. Where
you let your mind dwell is part
of making provision for the
flesh. That is the reason Philippians 4:8 instructs, "Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and
if there be any praise, think on
these things."
The books or the magazines
that you read and look at can
cause your mind to think on the
wrong things. When you do this,
you are making provision for the
flesh. The things you watch on
television, videos, or DVDs may
be making provision for the
flesh. How many things do you
watch that are untrue, unjust,
and impure? Do you watch adultery, fornication, and nakedness?
You cannot watch such things
without it having a negative
effect on your life. If you fill your
mind with trash, it is going to
affect you in a negative way.
Paul said, ". . . think on these
things." What things was he talking about? He was talking about
whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of good
report, and if there be any virtue
or praise. You should provide no
opportunity to sin. That is where
you get into trouble. If you make
provision in your mind, then you
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have little schemes. A lot of
people get into trouble with a
weakness they have. You must
put on the whole armor of light,
the full armor of God. You need
to do all you can to stand against
the schemes of the enemy. Make
no provision for the flesh in
regards to lust. You must not
keep any doors open.
Satan Desires to Have You
The night I got saved, I had
some vices that I needed to get
rid of. I did not hide them somewhere just in case I backslid, but
I got rid of them. I knew as a
Christian that I did not need to
listen to the same kind of music
anymore. I got rid of the worldly
music tapes the next day, and I
have never gone back to them.
Do not make provision for the
flesh. You can go a long way toward this by cutting off every
possible road that leads to sin.
Ephesians 4:27 says, "Neither
give place to the devil." It is sin
to make provision for the flesh.
First Peter 5:8 reads, "Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour." The devil
is after you. He is seeking whom
he may devour. Do not make it
any easier for him. When you
make provision for the flesh, you
are making it easier for the devil
to devour you. In Luke 22:31
Jesus said concerning Peter, "Satan hath desired to have you, that
he may sift you as wheat." The
devil wants you and me so that
he can sift us as wheat. Do not
make provision for the flesh.
In what way have you been
making provision for the flesh? If
you can nip this in the bud, so to
speak, it will help your spiritual
Christian walk with God. This
will make a tremendous difference in the victory that you have
in your life if you will simply
make no provision to live after
the flesh. What doors have you
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left open? You need to get rid of
all those types of things and not
leave them just in case you
change your mind. You need to
lock it up and throw away the
key because you are not going
back that way. Burn all the
bridges, the boats, and the ships
behind you. You must have it
settled that you are going
through. Time is short. It is time
to wake up. You have a battle to
fight.
I like the story about the
Indian man who got saved in a
revival. The evangelist came
back about a year later to preach
and asked, "How are you doing
since you got saved?"
He said: "I am doing pretty
well, but it is like two dogs fighting on the inside all the time. I
am constantly fighting." It is a
spiritual warfare. The flesh is

trying to pull you one way and
the Spirit of God is pulling you in
the strait and narrow way.
The evangelist said, "Which
one of those dogs is winning?"
The man said, "The one that I
am feeding the most."
Which one are you feeding?
Are you feeding the inward man
with the Word of God, with meditation on the things of God, with
memorizing Scriptures, with being faithful to the house of God,
and with prayer and Bible study
or are you reading things that
you should not be reading that
are feeding the flesh? Are you
listening to music that you
should not be listening to? Are
you watching things that you
should not be watching? Are you
making provision for the flesh?
(Compact Disc TR-1370)

Only One Narrow Way
Only one narrow way, "I am the way";
Only one open door, "I am the door";
Only one Shepherd kind, to heal the sick and blind;
Only one reeking cross for souls that are lost.
Only one mind and mouth, all speak the same;
Only one Church of God, kept in His name;
Only one gentle hand to lead the little band,
Only one holy plane, one Heaven to gain.
Oh, see His crimson blood, flowing for all;
Behold thy patient Friend drinking life's gall;
Only one rest complete, low at His lovely feet,
Only one fountain free, 'tis flowing for thee.
Only one narrow way, "I am the way,"
Only one open door, "I am the door."
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Brother Calvin McCranie
One Step in Sin Is Too Far
Often the devil will come
against you in your mind; that is
his job. Your job is to make sure
that he does not build a nest
there. He has the ability to remind you of your past. Young
person, I want to encourage you
to keep yourself pure. You may
think, "I don't have a great testimony, because I haven't done
this or that." Sometimes saints of
God tell about how wrecked
their lives were before they got
saved and how wonderfully God
delivered them. That is truly
marvelous, but then a precious
young person who has never
gone out into sin may think, "I
don't have a testimony like that."
That young person may get up
and say, "I don't have a big testimony, but I thank the Lord for
being saved."

Young person, you have a far
better testimony than anyone
who has been deep in sin. Deliverance from sin is truly wonderful, but it is more wonderful to
say: "I have never smoked a cigarette or drank a beer. I don't
know what wine or alcohol taste
like. I have never smoked marijuana." There is nothing glorious
about using drugs or being lost
in sin. What you may not understand is that you are in a precious
place with God. The very fact
that you were brought to church
in a blanket and this is all that
you know is wonderful.
I grew up as a Church of God
child from the age of five. My
mother came out of Babylon and
took a stand for Truth. I can remember coming to the age of
accountability when I was eleven
years of age. I was an innocent
little fellow. My friends called
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me "church boy" and teased me.
Why? I lived in one of the housing projects, and they saw me
going to church with my mother
regularly.
As a boy, I remember seeing
a young man who had a gangster
reputation in the neighborhood
where I lived. That young man
pulled his jacket back and revealed a gun. I was just a youngster at the time, but that influenced me in a very negative way.
I thought it was cool, and I
watched how he walked, how he
dressed, and how he carried
himself.
When I was thirteen years of
age, I got involved in one of the
biggest gangs in Chicago, but
being brought up in Truth, I
would not do a lot of things they
did. As my friends drank and
smoked weed, they offered some
to me, and I would say, "No, I
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don't do that." I had a Church of
God mother, and I tried to hide
what I was doing from her.
Sad to say, there came a time
in my life when I began to partake of the things that I once
turned down. The old enemy
told me: "Look at them. They are
cool. You need to try it for yourself." When I was a little boy, I
remember a Church of God
preacher standing in the pulpit
saying: "Listen, you don't have to
go into sin to find out how it is.
All you have to do is look at the
world and the people involved in
sin to see how bad it is." The
devil will tell young people, "You
need to try it for yourself." The
sad thing is, many times when
the children who were raised in
the church try it, they get in a
worse condition than the children in the world because they
do not want others to think they
are squares, or misfits.
After awhile, I found myself
bound by drugs and drinking.
Sometimes I would look at myself and wonder what happened
to me. God did not talk to me
anymore. At times, I would get
on my knees, high on drugs, and
say: "God, would You just talk to
me again? Don't let me go too
far." I was already too far.
Dear one, the first time you
step out into sin, you have gone
too far. The devil has a way of
slowly taking you deeper and
deeper in sin. Sin is just like stepping in quicksand. The further
you go, the deeper you sink. By
the time you decide to get out,
you will find that the more you
struggle, the deeper you go. You
need Someone to get you out.
A New Creature in Christ
My life was ruined in sin.
I had not been to church for
years. One evening I went to
church with my pipe in my
pocket, looking crazy. I had been
out all week getting high. That
evening Brother Emerson Wilson
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stood in the pulpit. I remembered
him preaching when I was a little
boy. I did not know I was there
to get saved, but it was the best
thing that ever happened to me.
When you go to the Church
of God, God has something good
in store for you. You might be
miserable, cast down, and unhappy. Maybe your life has been
wrecked and torn apart. The
Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore if any man
be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
The night that God delivered
me from my sins, I went to the
pastor and told him: "I have a lot
of enemies on the street. Some
guys are after me, and I was after
them. What am I supposed to
do?" He said, "Just take one day
at a time."
I got up the next morning,
and it was the thrill of my life
that I still had joy. I was not accustomed to that. I was used to
spending my money on drugs
every day. I still had my money,
and I still had my joy! That morning I was weeping tears of joy
because I did not need a preacher
to tell me that I was saved. I knew
I was redeemed.
The reason I took my pipe to
church with me was that I was
planning to leave the church service and go with my friend to get
drugs, but God had another plan.
My friend did not see me that
Sunday night, so he came to see
me on Monday. He walked in the
house, and I was sitting at my
mother's table. I had a Bible open
in front of me. When he walked
in, he had a package of drugs in
his hand. He threw it at me, and
I caught it, opened the bag, and
looked in it. The devil said,
"What are you going to do?" I
looked at the package of drugs,
looked at my Bible, and threw it
back to him. My friend looked at
me like, "What's up?"
I said, "I don't get high
anymore."
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"You don't get high?"
I said: "God spoke to my
heart and saved me last night.
The things I used to do, I don't
do them anymore. You know
how we have shared everything.
Look, I got something good,
something real. I don't need
drugs anymore."
My friend listened and tried
to comprehend what I was telling
him. All the guys that I used to
get high on drugs with did not
see me for about three or four
weeks. This guy and I kept company together all the time, so the
gang expected to see me every
time they saw him. When people
asked where I was, my friend
said, "Man, he heard a voice."
Now, those who used drugs
thought I had tripped out, so to
speak. I did not go around the
old crowd. I did not want that
temptation.
God Has a Better Life
One night someone knocked
on the door. I went to the door,
and six or seven guys were outside my mother's house. I was
standing at the door, and I did
not know what to say. I did not
know how to witness to them, so
I began to pray. God told me to
let them in. They were high on
drugs. They said: "Hey, man,
what's happening? Where have
you been? We heard that you
heard a voice, man. We miss
you."
I told them, "Look, you all sit
down and let me talk to you."
While they were sitting there, I
told them: "You all have known
me for years, and you know what
I like and what I like to do. Everything we could, we always
shared. About a month ago, God
saved me. I don't do the things
that I used to do. Those drugs
that I used to take, I don't need
them anymore." As I talked, God
began to use my mouth. After a
while they started getting up, one
by one, saying: "Cool, man. We

are glad for you. Look, we are
glad that one of us from the
crowd found God."
I was told later that after they
left my house, they went to
where all the fellows were and
said: "Listen, don't go to see him.
Man, we spent our money, got
high, and went and saw that
man. When he got through talking, none of us were high anymore." They started warning
people to stay away from me.
The power of God in your life
can knock the drunkenness or
the high out of a person. When
God saves you, He will give
you something real within. I have
been around the church all my
life. When I got saved, I had to
learn. I thought since I was a
Church of God child, I knew
something, but God began to
teach me how to live this
Christian life.
Young person, all of those
worldly girlfriends or boyfriends
will try to entice you to go with
them, but it does not pay to follow worldly people. God has a
better life than living in sin. I
have gone to some of my old
friends' funerals. Some died with
AIDS, some were shot to death,
and others overdosed on drugs.
When I went and looked at each
of them, do you know what God
told me? "When I asked you to
come and follow Me, this is what
I wanted to save you from." If I
had not been saved, no doubt, I
would have been one of the statistics. Because I got saved, I
have lived to be over sixty-five
years of age. Many of my old
friends were killed in their twenties. Right after I got saved, one
of the gang leaders murdered a
young lady.
Christian young person, you
can have a positive impact on
other people's lives. Young lady,
you do not have to go out and
have babies out of wedlock. You
do not have to go out there and
get in a bad marriage and wreck
your life with someone who

knows nothing about Truth. God
has something better than that
for you. You need to stay encouraged and realize that you do not
have to be discouraged. A lot of
people are hardheaded against
God, but I want to be hardheaded against the devil.
Running a Race
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians
9:15, "But I have used none of
these things: neither have I written these things." Verse 24 states,
"Know ye not that they which
run in a race run all, but one
receiveth the prize? So run, that
ye may obtain." Each of us is running a race, but the thing about
this race is that you do not have
to be first. My mother used to tell
me: "Calvin, the saints talk about
Peter, Paul, James, and John. All
Momma wants to do is get
through the gate. If I get through
the gate, all the other stuff will
come next. All I want to know is
that I am going to make it to
Heaven."
My mother was a member of
the Church of God in Chicago. I
went to visit her when she was
dying with cancer. As I was in
her hospital room, she started
talking to me. She said: "Calvin, I
raised you this way. I have lived
all my life for this moment. I
want you to know, son, that there
is no sting in my death." I told
the saints that I could have gone
home right then when my mother
told me there was no sting in her
death.
I remember being at a retreat
in Chicago, and someone called
me early in the morning and told
me that I needed to go and see
my mother. I went and spent
time with her, and it seemed that
she was fighting to live just to see
me. Finally, some brethren came
to pick me up to go back home.
About three days later, her pastor called me and said: "Brother
McCranie, your mother has
passed on. She is no longer in
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any pain, and she did not struggle. She just looked like a sweet
saint of God. Your mother had
the sweetest smile." That has
given me another reason to live
for God. I want to see my dear
mother again. Many of us have
come too far to be foolish.
All we have to do is outlast
the devil. The devil can be discouraged. James 4:7 says, "Submit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you." If a mean dog were to
chase you, if it saw that you were
bold, it would run away. That is
how Satan is. We can make it!
Friend, if you sell out to God, it
will not be difficult, but you must
give God your all and put everything on the altar. God wants
your temple clean through and
through. You should not try to
hold something in reserve, just in
case. You must have it settled
that you are going all the way
with God.
First Corinthians 9:25-26
states: "And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate
in all things. Now they do it to
obtain a corruptible crown; but
we an incorruptible. I therefore
so run, not as uncertainly; so
fight I, not as one that beateth the
air." Do you know what the
phrase "beateth the air" means? It
is like shadowboxing. There is
nothing magical about going to
an altar or about a minister praying with you. He could talk to
you for an hour and pray, but if
you do not leave it all there with
God, you are going to walk away
the same. A preacher cannot deliver you. He will help you and
pray for you, but it is up to you
to choose to leave it there.
Depending on God
The Bible tells us that Israel
was facing Goliath on the battlefield. After King Saul decided to
let David fight Goliath, he
wanted David to put on his armor. David tried it, but it was too
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heavy for him. So David got five
smooth stones out of the brook
and put them in a shepherd's
bag. He went before Goliath with
his sling in his hand.
In essence, David said, "You
come to me with a sword, a
spear, and a shield, but I come to
you in the name of the God of
Israel." David had enough courage to take that stone, sling it,
and then let it go. I believe God
caught it and caused it to sink
into Goliath's forehead. David
did not have that kind of power.
Goliath fell, but that is not all that
happened. David ran and stood
on Goliath, took Goliath's sword,
and cut off his head.
Sometimes people lay things
on the altar, so to speak, and
walk away. Then soon they are
back with the same problem.
Friend, when you bring something to the altar, you need to
chop off its head. David held up
Goliath's severed head to show
the army there was no more
Goliath. Some people have a
Jack-in-the-box experience.
Maybe this has happened to you.
A minister may pray for you, and
you may say, "Yes, it is gone
now," but soon the problem pops
up again. Do you know what you
ought to do? You need to take
"Jack" out of the box and sever
him, so to speak, and you will
not have that problem anymore.
There is a way to have victory,
and you can have it, but you
need to kill some things.
I found in my experience that
every time I go to church, the
Word of God keeps right on
cleaning. James 4:8 says to purify
your heart. Jude, verse 24, lets
you know that the Lord "is able
to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with
exceeding joy."
Saint of God, you have to be
faithful to God's service. You
need to present yourself empty
before Him. If you get to Heaven,
it will be because God helped
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you get there. Revelation 7:13
asks, "What are these which are
arrayed in white robes? and
whence came they?" Verse 14
states, "These are they which
came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of
the Lamb." Dear one, it is up to
you to do some things. If you are
going to have real victory, you
must let go of your own way and
let God have His way.
First Corinthians 9:26-27
reads: "I therefore so run, not as
uncertainly; so fight I, not as one
that beateth the air: But I keep
under my body, and bring it into
subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway." You need to let God know
that you need His help. Without
Him you cannot make it. None of
us has made it to Heaven yet,
and we need one another.
Having Love One to Another
Jesus is coming back, and
God has put us in a position
where we can make a difference.
Jesus said in John 13:35, "By this
shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one
to another." I want you to notice
that He did not say they would
know because we know the Revelation, but because we "have
love one to another." When we
get to the Judgment, I do not believe that God is going to say,
"Now, I want the ones over here
and the twos over there, and
those who do not know over
there." I believe when we stand
before Almighty God, He will
ask, "Did you love Brother Soand-So?"
"Well, Lord, I would have
loved him, but the group of
brothers that I worshiped with
said that I could not have fellowship with him."
You cannot hate anybody,
especially the brethren, and
expect to get to Glory. God's
GospelTrumpeter.com • August 2020

people "have love one to another." God's church is still alive
and well, and His ministry still
has love one to another. Saint of
God, take courage, You can win
this thing!
There is strength in unity. I
want to give you an example.
I remember one time that the
gang I was with was at a park in
Chicago. We had a Lincoln Continental parked on the grass, and
we were having a picnic. The
police stopped by and said they
wanted the car moved off the
grass. To show the unity of the
gang, instead of taking the keys
and starting the car and moving
it, the guys picked it up and carried it to a parking spot. They
were showing what unity can
accomplish.
Saint of God, the enemy
cannot stop us when we work
together in unity. If any power is
going to be manifested, it has to
be through God's people. If there
is going to be any anointing, it
has to be through God's people.
We are on the verge of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, and
He is sure to come. Jesus said in
Luke 12:40, "Be ye therefore
ready also: for the Son of man
cometh at an hour when ye think
not."
May God help us all to be
what He wants us to be in these
last days. Precious young person,
if you are not saved or if you are
a backslider, consider your eternal soul. If you are about to turn
eighteen years of age and you
want to leave home, you need to
think again. The safest place in
the whole world is to be around
saved parents and the saints of
God. You need to consider your
ways. A lot of young people cannot wait to get out of high school
so they can go to college and be
away from the saints. You need
to acknowledge God and follow
His direction.
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Summersville, WV
August 21-30

Revival: Church of God, 74 Armstrong Rd., Summersville, WV 26651
Evangelist Friday-Sunday: Brother Keith Wolfe, Newark, Ohio
Evangelist Monday-Sunday: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 6:00 p.m.,
Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.; Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m.
Website: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com
For further information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders
Telephone: 304-872-4047

"But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint" (Isaiah 40:31). This is a
wonderful promise given to us as human beings.
The eagles soar above the clouds and higher than
any other birds. They are the "king of the skies,"
and the Lord compares us to them, if we will wait
upon the Lord.
This waiting may be very difficult at times, but
we need to pray as the song says, "Teach me Lord,
teach me Lord to wait." Waiting may involve a
complete trust and tranquility when all appears
dark and impossible ahead. Waiting may involve
prayer, meditation, and Bible study. Waiting often
means a faith beyond the human possibilities,
which God can miraculously give to His faithful,
trusting, obedient children.
Waiting may require us to plan for the
seemingly impossible, walking toward a wall or a
closed door or a leap in the dark. Whatever it
involves for us individually, the Lord has
promised great things for those who wait on the
Lord. May God teach us to truly wait on the Lord
so that He can do wondrous things for and
through us.
The following is a thought that I trust will be
helpful: "I once thought that after I prayed, it was
my duty to do everything that I could do to bring
the answer to pass. He taught me a better way and
showed that my self-effort always hindered His
working, and that when I prayed and definitely
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believed Him for anything, He wanted me to wait
in the spirit of praise, and only do what He bade
me. It seems so unsafe to just sit still and do
nothing but trust the Lord, and the temptation to
take the battle into our own hands is often
tremendous."
Peter wrote in 1 Peter about the trial of your
faith being much more precious than gold. After
you have suffered for a while, He will make you
perfect, establish you, strengthen you, and settle
you. We all have experienced things that were very
difficult to bear, but afterward we saw God work
for good.
We all have friends, neighbors, and loved ones
about us who need Jesus in their lives. Some are in
darkness and despair, unwilling to admit it, but
who might be touched by the Spirit of God
through love and earnest, fervent prayer. Paul said
in Galatians 6:9, "And let us not be weary in well
doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not." Perhaps you tried yesterday or last year to
reach someone for the Lord, but that person gave
no heed. Do not give up. Try again!
The Bible admonishes us to pray without
ceasing. Remember, the effectual, fervent prayer of
a righteous man or woman avails much. Time is
short. Soon we will be gone. What will you leave
behind? We must seek to do what we can
personally to win souls through the spreading of
the Gospel every day.
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Selected

to attend the

Fall Camp Meeting
August 2-9
Three Services Daily
10:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m. (teaching service) 7:00 p.m.
(The first service begins at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday)

Holy Ghost Preaching } Inspirational Singing
Children's Services } Divine Healing
MEALS reasonably priced (full-time evangelists and pastors [with spouses] half-price).
LODGING—free-will offering basis. Bring your own bedding, if possible.
Name_____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________ State_________ Zip______________
Phone_________________________________ Date Needed_____________________
____Number in family
____Number of rooms needed
____Number of beds needed
Send Reservations to: David L. Bush
725 N. Cedar St.
Newark, OH 43055

____Number for boys' dorm
____Number for women's dorm
____Number for girls' dorm

Call (740) 345-1213
for reservations

GOD'S ACRES  NEWARK, OHIO
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