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Hebrews 12:1

L AYING A SIDE W EIGHTS
The writer of the Hebrew
letter encouraged Christians to
lay aside any and all weights
that would hinder them from
acceptable service to the Lord.
A weight could be anything
that prevents a child of God
from being his best for God. It
is believed that the one main
weight the writer was referring
to is the sin of unbelief.
Unbelief is a terrible tyrant that
works itself into the hearts of
many people, and then their
hearts faint toward the promises that Christ has given
throughout His Word. Many
people do not believe that
Christ can or will fulfill that
which He promised.
Unbelief is a weight that
hinders multitudes, and it must
be driven out. It can stand in
the way of a soul coming to
Christ to receive salvation. Yes,
that person has a desire to be
delivered from sin and guilt,
but he disbelieves that God will
actually forgive him. Another
thought that weighs on the
mind of some people is that
they do not believe they can
live free from sin even if God
did forgive them. Philippians
1:6 affirms this: "Being conGospelTrumpeter.com • September 2019

fident of this very thing, that
he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ."
God will finish the work that
He starts in us.
Then there are those who
seemingly cannot believe that
God will keep or take care of
them. You can be assured that
it makes no difference what the
need is, whether spiritual or
physical or financial, He can
bring victory, help, and relief.
Christ wants you to lay aside
all cumbersome weights that
would retard your spiritual
progress.
Various other weights can
hinder souls from being what
the Lord requires of them.
Some people have a habit of
murmuring and complaining.
When things do not go the way
they wish or think those things
should go, they murmur and
complain. It is wise to take
heed to yourself and discard
this dangerous weight. It is
important to be serious, sober,
and diligent or you can become
faint in your mind and begin to
think that serving God is too
difficult. Israel's murmuring
and complaining was due to
[continued on page 17]

Daniel 2:44 And in the days of
these kings shall the God of heaven
set up a kingdom, which shall never
be destroyed: and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all these

kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
45 Forasmuch as thou sawest
that the stone was cut out of the
mountain without hands, and that it
brake in pieces the iron, the brass,
the clay, the silver, and the gold; the

great God hath made known to the
king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and
the interpretation thereof sure.

Brother Roger L. Decker
A Spiritual Kingdom
Daniel was a minor prophet,
but he had a major prophesy
concerning the Kingdom of God.
There is a star in some Bibles
beside verse 44 of our Scripture
text, which means the verse has
reference to the Messiah. This is a
prophesy concerning the Messiah. There is much confusion
and controversy over the Kingdom of God. Many millennialists
cannot agree on the subject, and
most of them cannot agree on the
time and the reign of the kingdom. There are premillennialists
and postmillennialists. The different millennialists disagree
regarding whether Jesus will
come back two times, three times,
or whatever fits their theology.
Why is there so much disagreement about the Kingdom of
God? It is very simple. The ma-

jority of religion does not teach
people the necessity of having a
born-again experience. There is
no way that you can see the
Kingdom of God unless you have
been saved. You cannot see this
kingdom without spiritual eyes,
and you cannot receive spiritual
eyes until you are born again.
The words of Jesus in John 3:3
read, "Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of
God." Why? It takes spiritual
eyesight to see the kingdom.
When I got saved, I did not
know that I was in the Kingdom
of God until later when I heard
the teachings of the kingdom.
After I was born again, God
revealed the Kingdom of God
to me. There are best-selling
books written on the Kingdom of
God by people who have never
had a born-again experience.
GospelTrumpeter.com • September 2019

They are leaders in denominational churches. They are good
book writers, and they may
sound convincing, but I would
rather take the words of Jesus,
who said, "Except a man be born
again. . . ." Man has had one
birth, a physical birth, but he
needs another birth, the spiritual
birth, or he cannot see the
Kingdom of God.
Daniel prophesied about that
which you and I are privileged to
be a part of. We can enjoy now
that which has been put out in
the future by false teachers. In
verse 44 of our Scripture text, we
can definitely see when the kingdom was set up. It reads, "And in
the days of these kings shall the
God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed:
and the kingdom shall not be left
to other people, but it shall break
in pieces and consume all these
3

kingdoms, and it shall stand
for ever." What was Daniel saying? In these verses he was saying that it could not be a human
government; he was speaking of
a spiritual kingdom. A literal
kingdom, or a human kingdom,
could be overthrown and destroyed. We can enjoy this spiritual kingdom now.
Nebuchadnezzar's Dream
Daniel said, "In the days of
these kings. . . ." Which kings
was he talking about? If you go
back to the beginning of this
chapter, you will find that King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had
besieged Judah and had overthrown them. Daniel 2:1 states
that "his spirit was troubled, and
his sleep brake from him." In
other words, he could not sleep,
but he dreamed a dream that
made a deep, solemn impression
upon him, so his mind was distressed. He was in a terrible
shape; therefore, he commanded
all the astrologers, the sorcerers,
and the Chaldeans to show him
his dream.
Those fellows were very
shrewd. They did not have audience with God, so in essence,
they said, "King Nebuchadnezzar, let us hear the dream,
and then we will give you the
interpretation." However, the
king was wise, and he said the
dream had left him. The king
knew they could get their heads
together and make up an interpretation to try to satisfy him.
He told them if they did not give
him both the dream and the interpretation, they would surely
be put to death (Daniel 2:5). You
see, the deep things of God are
not revealed to workers of deceit
or to Babylonians.
Let us see how it was revealed. Daniel had his brethren
there with him pray. Daniel 2:1923 reads: "Then was the secret
revealed unto Daniel in a night
vision. Then Daniel blessed the
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God of heaven. Daniel answered
and said, Blessed be the name of
God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: And he
changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: He revealeth the deep
and secret things: he knoweth
what is in the darkness, and the
light dwelleth with him. I thank
thee, and praise thee, O thou God
of my fathers, who hast given me
wisdom and might, and hast
made known unto me now what
we desired of thee: for thou hast
now made known unto us the
king's matter."
In the New Testament, the
Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:9-10: "But as it is written,
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that
love him. But God hath revealed
them unto us by his Spirit: for
the Spirit searcheth all things,
yea, the deep things of God."
That is the reason you must be
born again and have spiritual
eyesight.
God revealed the dream to
Daniel, but He did not stop there.
He also gave him the interpretation. In that dream there was
an image with a head of fine
gold, the breast and arms of silver, the belly and thighs of brass,
the legs of iron, and his feet of
iron and clay. Each of these describe a kingdom that would
eventually rise up and overthrow
the previous kingdom. The head
of gold was King Nebuchadnezzar, the one for whom Daniel
was interpreting the dream.
Then there was the MedoPersian kingdom, the Grecian
kingdom, and the Roman Empire. Daniel 2:34-35 says: "Thou
sawest till that a stone was cut
out without hands, which smote
the image upon his feet that were
of iron and clay, and brake them
GospelTrumpeter.com • September 2019

to pieces. Then was the iron, the
clay, the brass, the silver, and the
gold, broken to pieces together,
and became like the chaff of the
summer threshingfloors; and the
wind carried them away, that no
place was found for them: and
the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and
filled the whole earth."
The Stone Cut Out
of the Mountain
This stone that was cut out of
the mountain was speaking of
Christ, Who was born of virgin
birth. What does being cut out of
the mountain mean? He was
born under the Law. Galatians
4:4-5 states: "But when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, To
redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons."
In the days of these kings,
right in the time of these fleshly
kingdoms, God was going to set
up a kingdom. Jesus Christ was
born during the reign of Caesar
Augustus, who reigned from
B.C. 31 to A.D. 13.
Luke 2:1-6 tells us: "And it
came to pass in those days, that
there went out a decree [or a law]
from Caesar Augustus, that all
the world should be taxed. (And
this taxing was first made when
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
And all went to be taxed, every
one into his own city. And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, out of
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea,
unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he
was of the house and lineage of
David:) To be taxed with Mary
his espoused wife, being great
with child. And so it was, that,
while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she
should be delivered."
The pagan Roman Empire
ruled the then-known world. In
that Roman Empire were all the

same spirits that worked in the
previous kingdoms wrapped up
in one kingdom. How did that
stone become a great mountain?
The stone is Jesus Christ. Acts
4:10-11 reads: "Be it known unto
you all, and to all the people of
Israel, that by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the
dead, even by him doth this man
stand here before you whole.
This is the stone which was set at
nought of you builders, which is
become the head of the corner."
At a time when Rome ruled
the then-known world, a baby
was born in a manger because
there was no room in the inn, and
that baby was none other than
the Son of God. In the midst of
political and religious rule, God
set up a kingdom. Right in the
midst of confusion, trouble, wars,
and rumors of wars, God set up a
kingdom. What a kingdom!
The stone smote the image on
the feet, and it became a great
mountain. Why smite the image
on the feet? That was what was
carrying around the message of
idolatry, the message of deceit.
The feet are necessary to carry
that message. Romans 10:15 says,
"And how shall they preach,
except they be sent? as it is
written, How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!" How does
all of this take place? It takes
place through the preaching of
good news instead of deceit. The
Gospel is good news for the poor
and needy.
"War in Heaven"
Revelation, Chapter 12, tells
us there was a war going on. This
is the first foe that the morningtime church faced. This is not
the Heaven where God dwells.
There are heavenly places, there
are the heavens above us, and
there is the Heaven where God
dwells. Revelation 12:7-11 reads:

"And there was war in heaven:
Michael and his angels [or
Christ's angels] fought against
the dragon; and the dragon
fought and his angels [or his ministry], And prevailed not; neither
was their place found any more
in heaven.
"And the great dragon was
cast out, that old serpent, called
the Devil, [Again, this is not the
devil. The dragon, symbolizing
the pagan Roman Empire, was
cast out, not the devil. The devil
still worked, and the devil has always worked.] and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and
his angels were cast out with
him. And I heard a loud voice
saying in heaven, Now is come
salvation, and strength, and the
kingdom of our God, and the
power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast
down, which accused them before our God day and night. And
they overcame him by the blood
of the Lamb, and by the word of
their testimony; and they loved
not their lives unto the death."
The Prophet Daniel said in
Daniel 2:44, "And in the days of
these kings. . . ." The God of
Heaven was going to set up a
kingdom. Now, something is
different about this kingdom
from the four other kingdoms.
First, it will never be destroyed.
Second, it will not be left to other
people. In other words, no one
will take it over and leave it to
someone else. Third, it breaks in
pieces and consumes all these
kingdoms. It will stand forever.
What did Jesus say in Matthew
16:18? He said, "And I say also
unto thee, That thou art Peter,
and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it."
What do you have to do to
destroy a kingdom? How do you
take over a kingdom? You would
have to overthrow the current
king and choose another king
to replace him. That is what hapGospelTrumpeter.com • September 2019

pened. There were King Darius,
King Nebuchadnezzar, and other
kings. What happened when a
kingdom was overtaken? Another king sat on the throne.
God Has Always Had a People
The Kingdom of God has
stood through some very shaking
times. There were threats back
then by Herod. Some saints suffered martyrdom, others were
torn apart and separated from
their families, and some went
into apostasy; but God has always had a remnant that stayed
true to Him and was victorious.
If you stay true to God, He
will keep you during the assaults
of the enemy. If you do not get
caught up in carnal, slanderous
gossip, God will keep you. If you
will stay true to God, He will
bring you through. This is a
proven salvation, and it is a common salvation. People have come
through many shaking times, and
they have stood true. Read Hebrews, Chapter 11.
The Kingdom of God has
stood through really shaking
times. The pharaohs back then,
dictators such as Herod I and II,
King Agrippa, and others were
unmerciful with people. If they
were found guilty of something,
those rulers did not drag things
out with lawyers and appeals.
People were executed. There was
a shaking time going on with the
apostles. You can read about
some of the things they suffered
in the Acts of the Apostles. We
would not have known what the
morning-time church did if it
were not for the Acts of the
Apostles. James was run through
with a sword. Others were often
put in prison. It was a time of
persecution, but the Kingdom of
God stood. In Hebrews 12:28
Paul wrote, "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot
be moved, let us have grace,
whereby we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and
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godly fear."
In Isaiah 11:11-12 the Prophet
Isaiah wrote: "And it shall come
to pass in that day, that the Lord
shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant
of his people, which shall be left,
from Assyria, and from Egypt,
and from Pathros, and from
Cush, and from Elam, and from
Shinar, and from Hamath, and
from the islands of the sea. And
he shall set up an ensign for the
nations, and shall assemble the
outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah
from the four corners of the
earth." God has always had a
remnant.
God still has a people who
have been gathered from all
corners of the earth and assembled them together just as we
assemble under the direction of
His Holy Spirit and His Word. In
Matthew 24:31 Jesus said, "And
he shall send his angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and
they shall gather together his
elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other."
What angels was He talking
about? He was not speaking of
angels that flutter around with
wings. The angels He was talking
about were messengers of God.
What Do the Messengers
of God Do?
God's messengers blow the
trumpet and sound an alarm. The
Prophet Joel said in Joel 2:1,
"Blow ye the trumpet in Zion,
and sound an alarm in my holy
mountain: let all the inhabitants
of the land tremble: for the day of
the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at
hand."
Where is the alarm being
sounded? It is being sounded in
Zion. Why? Babylon does not
have trumpeters, or angels, to
sound it. The trumpet does not
lead you to Babylon; on the
contrary, it calls you out.
Revelation 18:1-6 says: "And
6

after these things I saw another
angel come down from heaven,
having great power; and the
earth was lightened with his
glory. And he cried mightily
with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen [not 'is falling'], is fallen, and is become the
habitation of devils [or devilish
spirits], and the hold of every
foul spirit, and a cage of every
unclean and hateful bird. For all
nations have drunk of the wine of
the wrath of her fornication, and
the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and
the merchants of the earth are
w a x e d ric h t h rough th e
abundance of her delicacies.
"And I heard another voice
from heaven, saying, Come out
of her, [Do not stay there and
keep company with your buddies, trying to win them to
Christ, because you will get won
over. When you come out, the
Spirit of God may use you to
bring them out.] my people, that
ye be not partakers of her sins,
and that ye receive not of her
plagues. For her sins have
reached unto heaven, and God
hath remembered her iniquities.
Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her
double according to her works: in
the cup which she hath filled fill
to her double."
God does not want His
people to worship where the gifts
are not working or are not present. You need to keep that in
mind. God does not want His
people around where the people
lack the Holy Spirit. Revelation
18:6 says to reward Babylon
double. According to the Book of
Revelation, there are two places
where it says to reward her double. What was John talking
about? He was speaking of
around A.D. 1880, when there
was a call that went out and the
Church of God brought forth the
message of the unity of God's
people. People were called out of
Babylon, and Babylon received a
GospelTrumpeter.com • September 2019

cup. Since that particular time,
that call has dwindled down to
the place where you could not
tell some Church of God congregations from other sectarian
organizations.
Around A.D. 1930 God put
out another call to the ministry to
reward her double. These angels
had a strong voice. The voice
needs to be strong against Babylon. I do not think some people
see that. God does not want His
people to keep company with
Babylon. Why? It is under the
wrath of God. Around A.D.
1880, God used brethren such as
F. G. Smith, D. S. Warner, E. E.
Byrum, and others mightily, and
the reformation started. The
people were being called out of
Babylon by the thousands and
called back to Zion. The Church
of God had her lights shining
brightly.
Apostasy
Through a process of time,
education, and modern theology,
some people began to get puffed
up and organized something
when God had already organized
His church. The movement,
which began at that particular
time, started to dwindle spiritually. Now you cannot tell some
Church of God people from those
in denominational churches.
What did God do? He put out
another call in the seventh-seal
age. Another call meant another
opportunity and another cup,
and the angels are to have a
strong voice against Babylon.
What is the message to the people? "Come out of Babylon. You
need to get out of there or you
are going to be under the same
plagues that God has poured out
on that system of worship."
The gifts that are not working
there are not present there. Let
us look at Babylon. Revelation,
Chapter 18, is the same chapter
where God made the call, and
now He is going to tell us what is

in Babylon. Revelation 18:21-24
reads: "And a mighty angel took
up a stone like a great millstone,
and cast it into the sea, saying,
Thus with violence shall that
great city Babylon be thrown
down, and shall be found no
more at all.
"And the voice of harpers,
and musicians, and of pipers, and
trumpeters, shall be heard no
more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be,
shall be found any more in thee;
and the sound of a millstone shall
be heard no more at all in thee;
And the light of a candle shall
shine no more at all in thee; and
the voice of the bridegroom and
of the bride shall be heard no
more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the
earth; for by thy sorceries were
all nations deceived. And in her
was found the blood of prophets,
and of saints, and of all that were
slain upon the earth."
That which makes up
spiritual worship was missing.
There were no gifts, no light, no
voice, not of Jesus or of the
church. Where these are not
working, every foul spirit is
present. Where these are not
working, it becomes a habitation
where people can hide under the
guise of religion and at the same
time work deceit. Now, the Kingdom of God is not destroyed because it does not operate on human strength or man's wisdom,
but it operates on the gifts of the
Holy Spirit and the sound of the
trumpet. That is what keeps
Mount Zion free of foul spirits.
Which Kingdom Are You In?
The Kingdom of God will not
be left to other people. This kingdom will not be passed on to
another king as before. The only
people who are part of this kingdom are those who allow King
Jesus to reign over them. How do
you know when you are in the
Kingdom of God? When the King

comes in and takes the throne of
your heart, you are in this kingdom. God's kingdom is made up
of holy people. God is not going
to accept any kind of worship
except holiness. Psalm 96:9 says,
"O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all
the earth."
When King Jesus is ruling in
your heart, you are going to look
modest at church, on vacation, in
a restaurant, at work, or wherever you go. You are not going to
dress one way at church but be
pictured another way on social
media. Do you know what that is
called when you dress modestly
at church and immodestly some
place else? It is called hypocrisy.
Do you know what a hypocrite
is? A hypocrite is a pretender.
There is a beauty in holiness,
and only those who allow King
Jesus to rule in their hearts are
part of His kingdom. Others are
in the kingdom of darkness.
Colossians 1:12-14 states: "Giving
thanks unto the Father, which
hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints
in light: Who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we
have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of
sins."
The Word of God shows only
two types of people. You are
either in the Kingdom of God or
in the kingdom of darkness. The
entrance into the kingdom is, as
Paul said, redemption through
Christ's blood and the forgiveness of sins. Only if you have
been forgiven and redeemed,
brought back from a dead state in
sin and quickened, or made alive,
through Jesus Christ, are you a
member of God's kingdom. You
should be very particular about
what kingdom you get in, because only one kingdom will be
delivered up to the Father.
When I first came to church, I
heard the song entitled "What a
GospelTrumpeter.com • September 2019

Kingdom," and I loved it. I did
not totally understand what the
kingdom was all about until I got
spiritual insight about it. Again,
you cannot see this kingdom unless you are saved. You can talk
all you want to talk, but you cannot walk the walk until you have
spiritual eyesight to show you
where to go.
There is a choice that you
need to make, and that is, what
kingdom do you want Jesus to
find you in when He returns or
when death comes upon you?
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:24,
"Then cometh the end, when he
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father;
when he shall have put down all
rule and all authority and power." Who sits on the throne of
your heart? Is it self, someone
else, something else, or Jesus
Christ? To be in the Kingdom of
God, Jesus Christ has to take full
authority in accordance with His
will.
(Compact Disc TR-2036)

Our business
in prayer is
not to
prescribe but
to subscribe
to the wisdom
and will of
God, to refer
our case to
Him, and then
leave it with
Him.
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Brother Abraham Burton
An Age of Complacency
and Lukewarmness
Many times the message from
God is to the preacher first. The
Bible says in Acts 20:28, "Take
heed therefore unto yourselves,
and to all the flock, over the
which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers." As a pastor, I
believe in leading by example.
I do not want to teach my flock
anything that I am not doing.
Why? Because the Bible says in
James 3:1, "My brethren, be not
many masters, knowing that we
shall receive the greater condemnation."
I will have to give an account
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to God one day for every word I
speak, so I take my ministry seriously as I deal with souls and
counsel them. Why? The Bible
lets us know that every man's
work shall be tried by fire. I want
to see the saints make it all the
way to Heaven. I want them to
have an experience that will
stand the tests and trials that we
are confronted with as a people. I
take my job seriously, because
this is the job that God gave me.
I would like to impress upon
your mind the danger of being
complacent. The word complacency means, "self-satisfaction,
especially when accompanied by
unawareness of potential danger
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or deficiencies." When it comes to
safety, complacency can be dangerous. We do not have time to be
satisfied with where we are in the
things of God. We do not have
time to feel that we can take it
easy and be at ease in Zion. The
song poet, W. J. Henry, wrote a
song entitled "I Cannot Be Idle."
One verse reads,
I cannot be idle, for Jesus says, "Go,
And work in my harvest today;
And then at the evening, when
labor is done,
Whatever is right I will pay."
We cannot afford to be idle,
complacent, or indifferent. The

church age in which we are living
is an age of complacency and
lukewarmness. That spirit is so
strong today that it is easy to
think you are getting by with
halfhearted service to God, but
God is not going to accept anything less than your best. Paul
wrote in 1 Corinthians 10:12,
"Wherefore let him that thinketh
he standeth take heed lest he fall."
Are you self-satisfied? Are you
overconfident in thinking that
you have arrived? Do you think:
"I have it made. I can ease on in
to Heaven?" There is no seniority
in the church. There is no taking
the easy way.
I retired from an automobile
maker, and as one increases in his
seniority, he can look forward to
getting an easier job. I retired
doing quality work, but I did
have an easy job. I did not always
have it that easy, but that is a job
that is here on earth. When it
comes to living for God, we have
to keep working until we make
it to Heaven. Paul said in Philippians 2:12, "Work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling."
If you are not careful, you will
become complacent and lose the
fear of God. It is easy when God
is showering you with blessings
and prospering you. You may
feel that you can take a little time
off, but you cannot afford to take
any time off. You must not become overconfident. Often my
prayer is this: "Lord, help me to
have the fear of God in my soul. I
do not want to fail You. I do not
want to get so confident that I
think I can stand by myself." We
all need God. It is only by the
grace of God that we can stand. It
is God that has kept us saved. We
cannot keep ourselves.
I got saved at seventeen years
of age. I have been in the Church
of God since 1975, but I have not
kept myself. It is God that keeps
me saved. It is God that keeps me
with a mind that wants to stay
faithful. I am thankful that I have

no thirsting for life's pleasures
nor adorning rich and gay. I have
found the richest treasure, and it
is still rich in my soul, just as it
was at seventeen years of age. I
thank God for it. Praise God! I do
not regret that decision.
Beware of the Little Foxes
I want to impress upon you
the downfall of the children of
Israel in the wilderness. God did
a great work for them. He
brought them out of Egyptian
bondage and brought them into
the wilderness. They were
headed for Canaan. They were
doing well, but they became
overconfident. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 10:1-5: "Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be
ignorant, how that all our fathers
were under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea; And
were all baptized unto Moses in
the cloud and in the sea; And did
all eat the same spiritual meat;
And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed
them: and that Rock was Christ.
But with many of them God was
not well pleased: for they were
overthrown in the wilderness."
All it takes is a little letting
down here and there to take you
down. Song of Solomon 2:15
reads, "Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for
our vines have tender grapes." It
is the little foxes, or an accumulation of little things that the devil
wants to use. He wants to sneak
this or that thing in upon you. It
will creep in upon you, and all of
a sudden, if you are not watchful
enough, you will fail.
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians
10:6-11: "Now these things were
our examples, to the intent we
should not lust after evil things,
as they also lusted. Neither be ye
idolaters, as were some of them;
as it is written, The people sat
down to eat and drink, and rose
up to play. Neither let us commit
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fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three
and twenty thousand. Neither let
us tempt Christ, as some of them
also tempted, and were destroyed
of serpents. Neither murmur ye,
as some of them also murmured,
and were destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples:
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of
the world are come."
Today we face the same
spirits. You might be doing well,
but spirits are coming against
you, such as the spirit of lust and
other temptations and trials. If
you start letting down here and
there, like Samson, you are going
to realize that the Lord has left
you.
Hebrews 12:1 states, "Let us
lay aside every weight, and the
sin which doth so easily beset us."
Besetting sin is not dead. When
an unclean spirit is cast out of a
man, that spirit is walking
through dry places seeking rest,
and it says, "I am going back to
my house." That besetting sin will
try to get back in. If you let down
and begin to back away from
God's grace, you have given
strength to that spirit. It is trying
to get back into its house. The
devil wants you to be worse than
you have ever been.
There is a danger that you can
backslide. None of us has it made.
As a pastor, I must not think, "Oh,
I'm a pastor, so I cannot backslide." Yes, I can. The devil is a
liar. I am kept by the power of
God. God does not have to keep
me, but as long as I obey His
Word and do His will, He will
give me grace to stay saved.
Every Christian is confronted
with a besetting sin. I do not
know what yours is, but I know
what mine is. I know that I cannot
play around with it. I know that I
cannot let down my guard and
start giving in to little things that
cause me to lose grace because I
do not want to make an opportu9

nity for the devil. What does the
Bible say in 1 Peter 5:8? It says,
"Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour." Are
you putting yourself in a position
where you can be devoured? You
have a part to do. God has done
His part. Jude, verse 21, instructs,
"Keep yourselves in the love of
God." You have a part in this
salvation. God has furnished you
with all you need to make it to
Heaven.
The people in the wilderness
did not want to listen to Moses.
In backsliding those spirits start
working on you before the spirit
of fornication overcomes you.
Backsliding is a process. You do
not backslide overnight. Did
something just come up and
knock you off your feet? No,
something was working on you
before you fell. We read in Hebrews 3:12, "Take heed, brethren,
lest there be in any of you an evil
heart of unbelief, in departing
from the living God." Is unbelief
working on you? Are you keeping step with the message? Some
people hear the Word of God, but
they are not willing to walk in the
light.
Redeemed With Judgment
This lukewarm age can cause
people to become overconfident,
thinking they know more than
the pastor. You do not know
more than your pastor. The Bible
says in Ephesians 4:11-12: "And
he gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; For the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ." You need a pastor, and
you need to follow him as he follows Christ. You may say, "Well,
I do not agree with him." You do
not have to.
Hebrews 13:17 says, "Obey
them that have the rule over you,
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and submit yourselves: for they
watch for your souls, as they that
must give account, that they may
do it with joy, and not with grief:
for that is unprofitable for you."
When you have a good man of
God doing all he knows to do, his
life follows him, because you
know how holy he has conducted
himself around you. You need to
give him the benefit of the doubt.
You ought to give the Word of
God the benefit of the doubt and
humble yourself.
When I was newly married
and trying to handle my marriage
on my own instead of letting
Christ handle it, I would take my
wife for counsel all the time.
When I got there, my pastor
would put judgment on me and
tell me that I was out of order. I
did not want to take the judgment. One day I came to counsel,
and as he was instructing me, I
got up and walked out, shut the
door, and went to my car. The
Spirit of God said, "If you leave
here now, you are going back
into the world." I did not want to
go back into the world, and I
leaned my head on the steering
wheel and began to cry.
I did not want to go back
inside, but I wanted to stay
saved, so I went back in. The
brother quoted Proverbs 15:10,
which reads, "Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the
way: and he that hateth reproof
shall die." Then he said: "I'm so
glad you came back, son. Had
you left here, you would have
gone back into the world." How
did he know what God had told
me in the car? He was God's man.
We hugged and cried, and he
said, "Okay, let's sit down and
finish where we left off."
A good pastor wants to help
you and wants to help perfect
you so that you can make it to
Heaven. We need judgment. Isaiah 1:27 tells us, "Zion shall be
redeemed with judgment, and
her converts with righteousness."
There will be less foolishness
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when the saints are executing
judgment. The devil will not have
anywhere to hide.
Submitting Your Will to God
Some people are overconfident and lean to their own
understanding. We are susceptible to spirits out there, such as
spirits of fornication and spirits of
murmuring. Are you ungrateful?
Do you murmur? Do you know
what murmuring is? It is when
you say something underneath
your breath. Some may not do
that, but it is in their hearts. There
are a lot of things in life that you
cannot control. God has meant
them to come your way so that
you will say yes to the will of
God. Your prayer should be:
"Lord, help me to have a good
spirit. Help me to have a good
conscience toward man and God,
even though things are not going
my way." Charles W. Naylor
wrote a song entitled "My Heart
Says Amen." One verse says,
Tho' my plans and my hopes may
seem blighted,
I will love Thee and trust in Thee
still,
For I know all is well that Thou
doest,
And my heart says amen to Thy
will.
Can you change the circumstances? Is there anything you can
do? If you cannot change it, that
is the way it is. You might as well
say amen. Many times individuals resist the will of God. They
find themselves fighting against
God because they want to have
their own way. You need to pray:
"Lord, help me. I do not want to
be lolled into a false sense of security."
When you are overconfident
and think you are standing, somewhere along the line the devil has
been talking to you. He has lolled
you into a sense of false security
and caused you to think that you

can handle something when you
cannot. When I first got married,
I thought marriage was supposed
to go my way, but when I learned
how it should be, it became
sweet. I prayed for a wife, and I
believe God gave her to me, but
then I tried to handle everything
my way. God can start you off
right, but it is up to you to keep it
right.
It is up to me to keep up with
God. When I humbled myself, I
gave my wife to God. A woman
does not think the same way a
man does. She does not hold the
same values. Some of us older
brethren with grown children
still want to do for them because
we love them, but we have to
leave them in God's hands. Do
not create problems for yourself.
We have to learn how to submit
one to another in the fear of God
and work together. We have to
submit to some things. A lot of
times we want people to think
the way we think, but they do not
always do things the same way
we do, so we have to submit.
I do not want to be deceived
in thinking that I have it made. I
want to strive to do better in my
spiritual life. This is how you
fight off self-satisfaction, or the
spirit of complacency. I want
more of God. I am not satisfied
with where I am. I want to get
closer to God. I want to give God
more time than I am giving Him.
I want to be more obedient. I
want to be in the church services
as often as I can.
Put No Confidence in the Flesh
Another area where one can
get self-satisfied is going to
church when you get ready. You
need to be on time. You need to
show that you respect God. You
are not doing it for man, but you
are doing it for God. You should
respect your soul in your own
salvation.
In Philippians 3:4-8 Paul
wrote: "Though I might also have

confidence in the flesh. If any
other man thinketh that he hath
whereof he might trust in the
flesh, I more [the Apostle Paul
realized he had great accomplishments; he had sat at the feet
of Gamaliel]: Circumcised the
eighth day, of the stock of Israel,
of the tribe of Benjamin, an
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as
touching the law, a Pharisee;
Concerning zeal, persecuting the
church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain
to me, those I counted loss for
Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and
do count them but dung, that I
may win Christ."
You should not be overconfident in salvation about
anything. You brought nothing
into this world, and you are not
taking anything out. Anything
that God has given you while you
are here is a blessing from God.
You should not get too confident
because you have a big car or
money in the bank. Also, it does
not mean anything, because you
have an education. None of that
means anything because when
you stand before God on the Day
of Judgment, He is not going to
want to know what college you
attended or about your job, your
abilities, or your achievements.
The Bible says in Colossians 3:4,
"When Christ, who is our life,
shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory."
Are you seeking to be the
very best that you can be, to
exemplify the very life of Christ,
or are you confident in unnecessary things? Are you cumbered
about? You have to deal with
distractions because the spirit
of this age will cause you to become lukewarm, complacent, and
indifferent.
The devil wants to eat away
your time, your usefulness, and
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your effectiveness until you are
like the salt that has lost its savor
and you are good for nothing.
Then your life cannot be a witness
for God. Also, you will not have
the power of God. People will not
be convicted when they come
around you. They will not feel the
fear of God if you are not serious
about serving Him.
In combating this spirit, Paul
urged some people not to marry
in 1 Corinthians, Chapter 7. He
said they that are married care for
the things of this world and have
to please their spouse, but those
who are not married care for the
things of the Lord. He said "that
ye may attend upon the Lord
without distraction" (verse 35).
What Has Your Attention?
I want God to have my
attention. I want my focus to be
on God and pleasing God. The
Bible says in Colossians 3:1-2: "If
ye then be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God. Set your affection
on things above, not on things on
the earth," because it is against
your soul. The flesh wants the
world, or the earth. It is from the
earth, and it wants the things of
this earth.
I am not saying that you
cannot have enjoyment in life, but
you have to exercise temperance,
or self-control. The Bible says in
Philippians 3:9-10: "And be found
in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the
law, but that which is through the
faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith: That I
may know him, and the power of
his resurrection." That is how you
should be. You should want to
know Him for yourself. You
never know when you might get
a call and need to get a prayer
through, but if you have been lax,
or lean in your soul, you will not
be able to pray and know that
your prayer is going to get
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through on behalf of your loved
one or your child.
Are you serious about your
soul? I want to make Heaven. I
am not playing church. It is easy
to be a hypocrite in this age. The
Word of God says in Job 8:13,
"The hypocrite's hope shall perish." You need to be honest and
examine yourself. Paul said in
2 Corinthians 13:5, "Examine
yourselves, whether ye be in the
faith; prove your own selves.
Know ye not your own selves,
how that Jesus Christ is in you,
except ye be reprobates?" No one
can search you. You have to
search yourself, and you have to
be honest. The Word of God
states in Psalm 139:23-24: "Search
me, O God, and know my heart:
try me, and know my thoughts:
And see if there be any wicked
way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting." I realize that I
cannot make it by myself. I need
all that God has for me because I
want to make Heaven. I am not
playing church.
The Bible says in Philippians
3:13-15: "Brethren, I count not
myself to have apprehended: but
this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those
things which are before, [If you
clear up mistakes and things,
you need to leave them behind
you; do not let the devil bind you,
accuse you, and beat you down.
You need to strive and seek more
of God.] I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be
thus minded: and if in any thing
ye be otherwise minded, God
shall reveal even this unto you."
Are you pressing forward for
God? Are you seeking to apprehend the things of God? You
know the things that are draining
you spiritually and keeping you
out of the worship services. You
need to be honest. Perhaps you
need to get counsel. The Bible
says in Proverbs 11:14, "Where no
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counsel is, the people fall: but in
the multitude of counsellors there
is safety."
The Faithful and True Witness
Jesus said in Matthew 6:33,
"But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added
unto you." We have to believe
God. Philippians 4:19 tells us,
"But my God shall supply all
your need according to his riches
in glory by Christ Jesus."
Indifference is the trait of
lacking interest or enthusiasm in
things. When the spirit of complacency sets in, you will find
yourself withdrawn from the
services, from your devotions,
from prayer, and from reading
the Bible. If you withdraw from
these things, you will find yourself cooling off. You will lose
your enthusiasm, and your excitement for the things of God
will not be the same. You cannot
play with these spirits. You have
to fight against them.
We are living in perilous
times, and we need the Truth to
carry us through. In this spiritual
wilderness, Christ is our Truth,
our certainty, and our faithful
and true witness. In Revelation
3:14 Jesus said, "And unto the
angel of the church of the
Laodiceans write; These things
saith the Amen, the faithful and
true witness, the beginning of the
creation of God."
Jesus is the Amen. What is
that? He is Truth. When you
say amen, you are saying that
is Truth. This Laodicean church
age is sneaky and deceitful. If you
become affected by the Laodicean
spirit, you will lose your true
witness; you will not be a good
witness for God. You will lose the
Savior and your light will diminish and go out. The Bible says
that the ten virgins all slumbered
and slept.
What is important to you? We
live in a prosperous time. LaoGospelTrumpeter.com • September 2019

dicea was a prosperous city.
When prosperity comes, it is easy
to forget God and to cool off. It is
a blessing when you get saved
and God teaches you how to handle your money and stop wasting
it in sin, because sin is very expensive, and it increases with
inflation. If you are not careful,
after being saved and God has
taught you how to manage your
affairs and your money, you will
allow yourself to put too much
emphasis on these things. Martha
was cumbered about with many
things, but Mary chose that better
part. You should want to be like
Mary and not Martha. You do not
want to get caught up in things.
In Revelation 3:15-16 Jesus
said: "I know thy works, that thou
art neither cold nor hot: I would
thou wert cold or hot. So then
because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue
thee out of my mouth."
Spiritually speaking, if you
find yourself in a state of lukewarmness or complacency, you
are detestable to God. When
someone spews something out of
his mouth because he does not
like it, he is not going to try it
again. Do you want to be lukewarm? Do you want to be detestable to God? Do you want to be a
reason that God wants to throw
up? I know this is not a good imagery to put in your mind, and
this is a negative description, but
this is how God views people
who are complacent. It is spiritually detestable and ineffective. It
is not a true witness. It cannot
meet the world at their point of
need. It cannot refresh and challenge the world. When you are
lukewarm, you are pulling away
and pulling against the work of
God. You are a weight to the
work. God wants you to be on fire
for Him.
Search Your Heart
In Revelation 3:17 Jesus said,
"Because thou sayest, I am rich,

and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked." Many people
are going on with a profession,
but they have no true possession.
They are deceived. Dear one, do
not think that you have it made.
This spirit is after you too. If you
are not careful, you will find
yourself lost in the house. You
will find yourself thinking that
you are doing really well when
you are not. Are you deceived?
This is the sad part about it, because it sneaks up on you. You
have to stay watchful and be on
guard. You cannot let your guard
down.
In Revelation 3:18-19 Jesus
said: "I counsel thee to buy of me
gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of
thy nakedness do not appear; and
anoint thine eyes with eyesalve,
that thou mayest see. As many as
I love, I rebuke and chasten: be
zealous therefore, and repent."
The sad part about this
condition of complacency is that
it will cause you to backslide and
become deceived. Paul wrote in
1 Corinthians 11:29-32: "For he
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the
Lord's body. For this cause many
are weak and sickly among you,
and many sleep. For if we would
judge ourselves, we should not be
judged. But when we are judged,
we are chastened of the Lord, that
we should not be condemned
with the world."
How does a person get in a
condition where he is asleep in
the house, or the church? It is due
to an accumulation of things. He
is not examining himself. Each
time you hear a message, as you
get before God, you need to do a
self-examination. You need to
search your heart to make sure
that you are measured up to all

that God would have you to be.
You should not take anything for
granted. You should not feel that
you have arrived. You do not
want to be as the Laodicians
were. They thought they were
increased with goods and that
they had need of nothing when
they were miserable, blind, and
naked, spiritually speaking. You
do not want to take salvation for
granted or put yourself in this
type of situation.
This condition that the
Laodicians were in was complacency and indifference. All things
are naked before God with
Whom we have to do. In other
words, God sees and knows
everything about you. All things
are open before God. You need to
be honest and admit your need to
God. This condition can be overcome, but the danger comes
when you allow yourself to be
deceived when strong judgment
comes to you. A lot of times it is
hard for people to take correction,
but reproof and correction are a
way of life. Sometimes you need
to be shook and shocked out of
your spiritual lethargy.
Watch and Be Ready
In Revelation 3:20-21 Jesus
said: "Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me. To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne."
You can overcome this condition.
You do not have to be halfhearted
in your service and in the things
of God. You can seek to give
more to God and to be more
faithful in your experience with
God.
Complacency will cause your
light to go out, and it will cause
you to lose your focus. In
Matthew 25:1-10 Jesus said:
"Then shall the kingdom of heavGospelTrumpeter.com • September 2019

en be likened unto ten virgins,
which took their lamps, and went
forth to meet the bridegroom.
And five of them were wise, and
five were foolish. They that were
foolish took their lamps, and took
no oil with them: But the wise
took oil in their vessels with their
lamps. While the bridegroom
tarried, they all slumbered and
slept.
"And at midnight there was a
cry made, Behold, the bridegroom
cometh; go ye out to meet him.
Then all those virgins arose, and
trimmed their lamps. And the
foolish said unto the wise, Give
us of your oil; for our lamps are
gone out. But the wise answered,
saying, Not so; lest there be not
enough for us and you: but go ye
rather to them that sell, and buy
for yourselves. And while they
went to buy, the bridegroom
came; and they that were ready
went in with him to the marriage:
and the door was shut."
You need to move when God
is dealing with you. God is not
going to keep pleading with you
and telling you to get things
straightened out. Why? The door
is going to be shut. While the five
foolish virgins went to buy what
they needed, the door was shut.
The five wise virgins also slumbered, but they were able to shake
themselves. They were able to
refresh their oil and get their
lights burning, and they went in.
Now, which group are you going
to be in? Are you willing to take
that chance to just get by, sitting
back and not doing much?
In Matthew 24:42-51 Jesus
said: "Watch therefore: for ye
know not what hour your Lord
doth come. But know this, that if
the goodman of the house had
known in what watch the thief
would come, he would have
watched, and would not have
suffered his house to be broken
up. Therefore be ye also ready: for
in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh. Who then
is a faithful and wise servant,
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whom his lord hath made ruler
over his household, to give them
meat in due season?
"Blessed is that servant,
whom his lord when he cometh
shall find so doing. Verily I say
unto you, That he shall make him
ruler over all his goods. But and
if that evil servant shall say in his
heart, My lord delayeth his coming; And shall begin to smite his
fellowservants, and to eat and
drink with the drunken; The lord
of that servant shall come in a
day when he looketh not for him,
and in an hour that he is not
aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion
with the hypocrites: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth."
A False Sense of Security
As a minister, you have a responsibility to keep the saints
stirred, and you have to stay
stirred in your own soul. You
have to get before God and be
faithful to God. Things may look
as though everything is going
well. People are building houses
and things are going on as they
should, but just because things
are going well in life and children
are being born, this is no time to
get a false sense of security. We
need to watch for His coming.
Just as in Noah's day, when
Noah preached and warned
people that rain was going to
come and destroy the earth,
many people are not taking heed
today. People were oblivious to
what Noah was saying because
they did not want to hear it. They
did not want to change. They
wanted to stay the same in doing
what they wanted to do. Life
went on, but one day the rain
came and all that Noah had been
warning the people about came
to pass. God gave them one hundred twenty years to make their
lives right. Genesis 6:3 states,
"And the LORD said, My spirit
shall not always strive with man."
Psalm 95:8 reads, "Harden not
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your heart." You need to move or
the door is going to be shut.
The day came when God shut
the door to the ark, just as He
shut the door to the bridegroom's
chamber. You have to move
while God is moving. You should
not say, "I will straighten up
later." You might not feel that
same conviction later. You have
to move while God is dealing
with your heart.
Jesus said in Matthew 24:46,
"Blessed is that servant, whom
his lord when he cometh shall
find so doing." You need to stay
on your guard and be faithful.
The Bible says in 2 Timothy 4:2,
"Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season." God will
make the difference, but you
have to be faithful. You have to
be prepared. You do not know
what you are going to face.
I thank God that I see the
church, and I am not going to
disobey my heavenly vision of
the church. The church is not
Babylon; the church is the mother
of us all. She is free, and she is
from above. She is as a mighty
army. Hebrews 11:10 tells us, "For
he [Abraham] looked for a city
which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God." True
men of God are going to be at one
another's feet. First Corinthians
14:32 reads, "And the spirits of
the prophets are subject to the
prophets." You should be easily
entreated and approachable.
God's people are not going to
fight one another.
The Apostle Paul said in Acts
20:29-30: "For I know this, that
after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. [A true man of
God has a burden for his flock.
He does not want to see his flock
hurt or destroyed in any way.]
Also of your own selves shall
men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples
after them."
In Matthew 24:49 Jesus said,
"And shall begin to smite his
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fellowservants, and to eat and
drink with the drunken." People
are not always drunk on wine.
Jesus said in Luke 21:34, "And
take heed to yourselves, lest at
any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and cares of this
life, and so that day come upon
you unawares."
In Matthew 24:50-51 Jesus
said: "The lord of that servant
shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in
an hour that he is not aware
of, And shall cut him asunder,
and appoint him his portion with
the hypocrites: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth."
If you get complacent, you are
not on fire for God. The spirit of
complacency will cause you to
lose that keen edge on your experience and to lose your discernment. You will not be as spiritual.
You will not have the fear of God
upon you as you once had. If you
are not watchful and careful,
these spirits will latch on to you.
You cannot be faithful if you are
complacent. You will become a
shell of the Truth, an imitation, a
hypocrite, and you will become
unfaithful.
(Compact Disc TR-2106)

To lose all for
Christ is your
best gain; to gain
all without Him
would be your
worst loss.

"I Am Here
Because of You"

As a young person, you may
feel insignificant when it comes
to making an impact on someone
else's life. You may forget that
someone is always looking on,
maybe a sibling, a cousin, or
someone younger than you are.
You need to realize that how you
act, what you do, and how you
live is important.
First Timothy 4:12 from the
Amplified Bible reads, "Let no
one despise or think less of you
because of your youth, but be an
example (pattern) for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love,
in faith, and in purity." You
should not think that just because
you are young there is nothing
that you can do. You have a
greater impact on others than
you might think you do.
As a young person, you can
find ways to reach out and be a
positive influence on others. You
could send a text or a card to
encourage someone who is missing from the church services. You
could let that person know that
you care and notice when he or
she is not there.
You can look in the Bible and
read about those who were influential in other people's lives.
Moses led the Israelites out of
Egyptian bondage. They were led
to freedom because of him. Eli
was influential in Samuel's life.
When Samuel was with Eli and
God was calling Samuel, Eli told
him what he needed to do and
helped guide him. On the other

hand, you can look at Delilah.
She was not a good influence on
Samson. Because of her vexing
influence, he made the decision
to tell her the secret of his Godgiven strength. Then he lost his
eyesight and his freedom because
he told her his secret.
You can read about Naomi in
the Book of Ruth. Ruth saw a
good example in her mother-inlaw Naomi, and she wanted to
follow her. She left everybody
that she had known to go with
Naomi. How many people would
leave everyone they have known
to go with an in-law to a strange
country? Ruth saw something
that caused her to desire to
follow Naomi.
Joseph was another great example. His brothers sold him as a
slave, but eventually he became
the governor in Egypt. When a
famine came, he was where he
needed to be. Because of Queen
Esther's stand, the Jews were
saved and were kept alive. She
went in to the king and made a
plea for the Jews, and they remained alive because of her.
God called Jonah to go and
preach to the people of Nineveh.
First, he went in the opposite
direction, but God gave him another chance. Jonah went to Nineveh and preached what God
told him to, and the people repented. They could say: "We
were saved from destruction because Jonah came to our wicked
city and warned us. We are saved
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today because of him." Even
though Jonah did not want to go
that way, he made a difference
that day. Uriah the Hittite was
killed because of David's sin.
David ordered the men to pull
back, leaving Uriah to be killed
by the enemy.
In the New Testament, you
can read about the Good Samaritan who stopped and helped a
man who had been robbed and
beaten. Others passed him by,
and the Good Samaritan could
have done the same, but he made
a difference in that man's life.
He probably kept him alive by
stopping to help him.
I thought of the story of the
rich man and Lazarus. They both
left footprints in their lives that
their families probably followed.
After the rich man and Lazarus
died, in hell the rich man asked
for Lazarus to be sent back to
warn his brothers, so he knew
they were going to follow him.
How horrible for him when his
family got there to hear them say,
"You did not live the kind of life
you should have, so we are here
today because of you."
You can read about Stephen.
He was stoned because of his
stand for the Gospel, but he had
a huge impact on the Apostle
Paul. Paul did not get saved at
that time, but he did get saved
after that.
There are many more examples in the Word of God that I
could mention, things that
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caused people to be where they
were. Maybe some of it was indirect, like David. He did not actually go out and kill Uriah, but by
his orders, he knew what would
happen to him. He knew that
when the men pulled back from
Uriah, it was going to have the
same results as if he had killed
Uriah himself.
Maybe you did not act out or
speak directly to someone, but it
had the same effect. Perhaps you
said something hurtful on purpose. You did not say it directly
to a certain person, but you knew
it would get back to that person.
That was your plan. You could
do the same thing as David,
hopefully not in the sense of killing somebody, but in the sense of
affecting that person in a negative way.
The statement, "I am here
today because of you," could be
good or it could be bad, and the
choice is yours. You have to be
careful that you do not make fun
of people, even though they seem
to laugh right along with you.
You never really know what is
going on inside another person.
Maybe that person laughed only
to deflect the hurt. You do not
know how he or she might really
take it.
People have made fun of
others, not realizing that the person they were speaking of was
close by and could hear what was
said. It is so easy to get caught up
in that when you are in a crowd
and everyone is laughing. You
need to think about what you
could be doing to someone.
Suicide is a leading cause of
death among young people. You
never know who might be battling such thoughts and you do
not even know it. Could it be
someone that you made fun of?
You do not know what is going
on internally with a person. What
if you are the person that pushes
too hard on something? We all
like to joke with one another. I
am not saying you cannot have
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any fun. I am just saying that you
need to think about this and
make sure that you do not say
too much or take your joking too
far.
Philippians 3:17 tells us,
"Brethren, be followers together
of me, and mark them which
walk so as ye have us for an example." You should show care
and concern for others. You
should be an example as Christ
would. You could call someone
to show that you care or send
someone a text message. We have
so much technology at our hands
to use in a positive way. You
could say such things as: "I am
thinking of you today" or "I am
praying for you" or "How is it
going? Hang in there." You can
use technology to reach out to
others in a positive way. You
never know, maybe that was a
day that person thought, "No one
cares about me anymore."
You never know when someone has reached a point in life
when he feels that life is not
worth living any longer. This is
the reason it is so important to
show genuine love and concern
to others. People know when you
really care about them. Some
people can make you feel that
you are the only person in the
world that really matters, and
that is an awesome quality and
trait.
Young person, you can be a
witness to your worldly friends.
It may be due to the way you
dress or the way you act. Romans
12:2 from the Amplified Bible
reads, "Do not be conformed to
this world (this age), [fashioned
after and adapted to its external,
superficial customs], but be
transformed (changed) by the
[entire] renewal of your mind [by
its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for
yourselves] what is the good and
acceptable and perfect will of
God, even the thing which is
good and acceptable and perfect
[in His sight for you]."
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This verse speaks of the
"external, superficial customs" of
this world. Many people put on a
facade. They want to act as
though everything is perfect, but
when you get a true picture of
their lives, you can see that they
are not happy. That is the reason
they have to keep adding things.
Some get drunk or use drugs.
People will respect you for your
stand, although it may not always feel that way. As a Christian young person, the influences
of God working through you can
impact someone's life and someone's choice. Are you going to let
God use you to impact someone
positively?
Matthew 5:13 from the Amplified Bible reads, "You are the
salt of the earth, but if salt has
lost its taste (its strength, its
quality), how can its saltness be
restored? It is not good for anything any longer but to be
thrown out and trodden underfoot by men." As a Christian, you
are the salt of the earth, so you
are supposed to make people
thirsty for the things of God.
What can you do? Your life is a
testimony. How you act, dress,
look, and talk is a witness. How
is your speech? Is it pure? Is it
clean? You can reach out to others going through difficult times
at school or if someone has lost a
loved one. If you show love and
concern, it is going to have an
impact. You can reach out to new
people. If they feel a part of the
youth group, they will want to
continue to be a part and start
living for God. On the other
hand, if they feel shunned, they
may say: "I don't really feel that is
God's way. If that is God's way, I
don't want to be a part of it."
Titus 2:6-7 in the Amplified
Bible states: "In a similar way,
urge the younger men to be selfrestrained and to behave prudently [taking life seriously]. And
show your own self in all respects to be a pattern and a
model of good deeds and works,

teaching what is unadulterated,
showing gravity [having the
strictest regard for truth and purity of motive], with dignity and
seriousness."
The worst thought would be
that someone would say: "I am in
hell today because of you. You
did the opposite of what you
should have done. You shunned
me, wronged me, and put a
stumbling block in my Christian
pathway. You caused me to fall."
That would be a horrible statement to be said about you and
terrible to know that you had
that kind of impact on someone.
I do not want that said about me.
I want to be someone who uplifts, encourages, and reaches out
to help others. I do not want to be
a stumbling block or to tear others down.
I want you to read a song
entitled Find Us Faithful, by Jon

[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

unbelief; therefore, many of the
Israelites died from serpent bites
(Numbers, Chapter 21).
Let us look at another weight
that hinders the Christian's walk
with Christ. This may seem
trivial, but it can cause an individual to fall short of God's glory.
It is the weight of being a busybody. First Peter 4:15 associates
this condition with murderers,
thieves, and evildoers. People
involved with being a busybody
are never satisfied unless they
know about everything that goes
on. Often they delve into matters
that are none of their business.
Apparently, it gives them a good
feeling to be the first to know. A
close kin to this weight is that of
being a talebearer. Proverbs 18:8
shows us that the words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they
go deep into the belly. The words
of a talebearer may seem innocent, but oftentimes someone

Mohr. It reads:
We're pilgrims on the journey
of the narrow road,
And those who've gone before us
line the way
Cheering on the faithful,
encouraging the weary,
Their lives a stirring testament
to God's sustaining grace.
Surrounded by so great
a cloud of witnesses,
Let us run the race
not only for the prize,
But as those who've gone before us
Let us leave to those behind us,
The heritage of faithfulness
passed on through godly lives.
After all our hopes and dreams
have come and gone,
And our children sift through all
we've left behind,
May the clues that they discover

receives great hurt from their
words. This weight stifles spiritual progress and lessens a
person's usefulness to God.
Next, we find a weight called
dishonesty. This is found in a
person who thinks nothing of
speaking an untruth. To them it
is easier to lie than to speak the
truth on a matter. Colossians 3:9
instructs those who have been
risen with Christ not to lie to one
another. Another form of dishonesty that is condemned in
God's Word is cheating or
defrauding another brother or
sister. Dishonesty discredits the
beauty of the holiness lifestyle.
Second Corinthians 4:2 lets you
know that you are to renounce
the hidden things of dishonesty.
There are many weights, bad
habits, and vices that the child of
God is to cleanse himself from.
Some such things are jealousy,
envy, hatred, and resentment. In
2 Corinthians 7:1 we read, "HavGospelTrumpeter.com • September 2019

and the mem'ries they uncover
Become the light that leads them
to the road we each must find.
Oh may all who come behind us
find us faithful,
May the fire of our devotion
light their way,
May the footprints that we leave
Lead them to believe,
And the lives we live
inspire them to obey,
Oh may all who come behind us
find us faithful.
"I am here today because of
you" is a statement that could be
said in either context. Which is
going to be said of you? The
decision is yours.
Sister Victoria Miller

ing therefore these promises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."
Neglecting to cleanse yourself
will cause your Christian experience to be dwarfed. It will
prevent you from being the
person that Christ truly intends
you to be. The opening Scripture
encourages you to "lay aside
every weight" that hinders you
from being what you should be
for the Savior.
Selected

Where death finds
you, there eternity
will keep you.
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1 Corinthians 5:6 Your glorying
is not good. Know ye not that a little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump?
7 Purge out therefore the old
leaven, that ye may be a new lump,

as ye are unleavened. For even
Christ our passover is sacrificed for
us:
8 Therefore let us keep the feast,
not with old leaven, neither with the

leaven of malice and wickedness; but
with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.

Beware
of the
Leaven

Brother Irwin Sesher
Leaven Is a Type of Sin
The Apostle Paul was warning the church through the Scriptures in our text. We must be
aware of the things that want to
creep in to destroy the body of
Christ. There is a real enemy out
there that wants to divide and
destroy the Church of God. In
our world today, evil wants to
have its way in our schools,
our court systems, and our government.
Leaven is classified as a type
of sin, a sin that wants to puff up
man's thinking and reasoning.
There is a spirit that causes man
to think he does not even need
God. Friend, you do need God,
and I need God. We need God in
all facets of our lives. You should
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not say, "Well, I want God today,
but I do not want God tomorrow." You need God each and
every day in which you live.
In order to go forward for
God, all sin must be removed.
You are not going to prosper
with sin in your life. You are not
going to move up the spiritual
ladder with sin and bitterness in
your life.
Nominal religion paints a
picture that says as long as you
are a good person, you will be
okay. However, that is not what
the Word of God says. Jesus said
in John 3:7, "Marvel not that I
said unto thee, Ye must be born
again." That will never change.
Man may think that he can sugarcoat it and twist it around a
little, but that is the Word of God.
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Do you know why many
people are getting so confused
today? They do not read and
study the Word of God. It is so
plain and simple, but the reason
they do not want to read it is that
it exposes them for what they
really are. The barrier to total
surrender is pride. It is the oldest
temptation known to man. It is
found in the Old Testament in
the Garden of Eden when the
serpent spoke to Eve. Genesis 3:45 reads: "And the serpent said
unto the woman, Ye shall not
surely die: For God doth know
that in the day ye eat thereof,
then your eyes shall be opened,
and ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil."
Eve felt a sense of pride in her
life, and she thought she knew

more than God. Friend, you are
on dangerous ground when you
think you know more than the
pastor. Do not get puffed up and
think that your way is the best
way. There is a spirit out in the
world today, and if you do not
guard against it, it will take complete control of your situations
and circumstances. A lot of times,
the problem is that you are struggling with the Lord. The Lord
wants His way in your life.
Someone once quoted these
words: "We accept our humanity
intellectually, but not emotionally." When faced with your own
limitations, do you react with
irritation, anger, and resentment?
Some people want to be smarter,
stronger, more talented, better
looking, and wealthier than others, but we are what God has
made us and has allowed us to
be. Therefore, we should be
happy and contented.
If you have food to eat, you
are blessed. If you have shelter
over your head at night, you are
blessed and you should be thankful. You should not complain.
God can take it away. Some look
at what others have and respond
with envy, jealousy, or self-pity.
Maybe the Lord does not want
you to have what they have
because you would get puffed up
with pride.
Sin Spreads Quickly
What happens when you use
yeast as a leaven? Yeast cells
thrive on simple sugars. Yeast
feeds on the organic matter,
reproducing itself by budding. It
starts to bud, and as more and
more yeast cells are produced,
they spread throughout the
dough, and that causes the fermentation of the sugars, which
produces carbon dioxide gas.
Carbon dioxide gas is released
and causes the dough to rise, and
the fermentation (or the corruption) spreads completely through
the mass. We do not think about

all of that when we make homemade bread. When I wrote about
the fermentation and the corruption spreading through the mass
completely, my mind went to
what sin does to the life of a man
or woman. It wants to take over a
person's life completely. Sin
wants to spread its deadly tentacles quickly.
Young person, you need to
stay close to God. Sin wants to
destroy your life. You need to
listen to godly counsel. Listen to
those who are spiritually uplifting and who are pillars in the
church. The devil wants to destroy you. You need to be aware
that the devil wants to draw you
away. He does not want you to
know the Truth. He may not get
you to visit the barrooms, the
dance halls, or other corrupt
places, but he can get in and start
division with a little root of
bitterness. It can start with a
cross word or a bad attitude. The
devil uses little things to cause
division in a congregation. As the
family of God, we do not want to
have division.
In order to be close to God,
you need to hear the preaching of
the Word of God and to be with
the people of God. That is the
reason you need to be in the
house of God. There is a spirit
out in this world that tries to
impress upon your mind that
attending services is not important. It is important to attend the
worship services, if at all possible. You need to be in the presence of the Holy Spirit, especially
in this day in which we are living. The world's agenda is full,
enticing, and alluring, but we
have found the true Rock to build
our lives upon. That rock is
Christ Jesus. If you are going to
be out of the services, you need
to let the pastor or someone in
charge know out of respect.
Fellowship is critical to the
saints of God in the Church of
God. Authentic fellowship is not
superficial. It is genuine and
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heart to heart.
Do you have failures? You
may not always be successful. At
some point, you are going to
have failures in your life. You
will have doubts and fears, and
you will have weaknesses. It is
then that you need to ask for help
and prayer. Some people struggle
because they are not honest with
God. If people are not going to be
upfront with God, they are not
going to be upfront with their
brothers and sisters in Christ.
Having the Mind of Christ
First Corinthians 1:10 reads,
"Now I beseech you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment." In order to be joined together the way Christ wants His
people to be, you must have the
mind of Christ.
When you have the mind of
Christ, you will not want to see
someone hurt or see any envy
rise up. Why? They are your
brothers and sisters in Christ.
You should be happy for them if
they get something new. You
should be happy if they get a
new home or another home. Too
many people are so filled with
pride and jealousy that they cannot see the needs in their own
lives. Child of God, do not let
pride consume you. It can destroy you.
If sin is not checked or dealt
with, it will spread out into other
areas of your life. When a dear
man of God stands behind the
sacred desk and pours out his
heart week after week, message
after message, to try to warn the
people about immodesty and
everything that goes with it,
some people buck up, so to
speak. Do you know that a man
of God is doing that for your protection? In some churches, some
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people dress as though going to
church is like going down to a
local discount store. People
should have a little self-respect
and get cleaned up to go to the
house of God.
As a Christian, you need to be
at your post of duty. You should
not get so busy with your schedule that you miss out on the true
meaning of how or why the Lord
died for you. You need to keep a
fresh and up-to-date relationship
with Jesus Christ. Do you know
that busyness is a great enemy of
relationships? You can get too
busy. You can become so preoccupied with making a living,
working, paying your bills, buying groceries, and accomplishing
goals that you neglect your salvation. Those things are not the
point of life. The true goal of life
is to have Jesus Christ living in
your heart. The point of life is to
love God and His people. Life
minus love equals zero. You need
to think about that.
Holy Living Is the Key
Deuteronomy 16:3 says,
"Thou shalt eat no leavened
bread with it; seven days shalt
thou eat unleavened bread therewith, even the bread of affliction;
for thou camest forth out of the
land of Egypt in haste: [That is
exactly what God wants you to
do if you are living in sin. He
wants you to get out of sin
quickly. He does not want you to
remain sinful. Then when you
get out of sin, you need to stay
out of sin.] that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt
all the days of thy life."
God wants you to leave the
bondage of sin in haste. Leaven is
a symbol of that time when you
were in bondage. We all were in
bondage at one time. You were in
bondage, and you thought you
knew how to get out, but you
could not get out. Why? You did
not have God in your life. You
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need God to help you get out of
bondage and to stay out. As a
Christian, you must put the flesh
to death. It is a daily battle to
keep the flesh down. You must
put off the old man, put on the
new man, and strive to be what
God declares you to be. What has
God declared you to be? You
must be holy, as He is holy. That
is the key.
The true Church of God lives
holy. When you are in the true
Church of God, you are going to
see holy people living holy,
dressing holy, and talking holy.
People are not going to be
cursing one day and going to
church the next. God's people
live holy, talk holy, and do all
things with holiness in their
minds and hearts. Who put it
there? God did, and it is the
Christian's job to keep it there
with the help of the Lord. Friend,
God wants you to be holy, blameless, and unleavened.
In Luke 12:1-12 you can read
that the Pharisees were concerned about the appearance of
righteousness, but a person must
be more concerned than just
having the appearance of it. You
must have it down in your heart.
The Pharisees forgot all about
becoming righteous. They were
diligent about their outward
appearance, but they were full of
rottenness on the inside.
We read in Romans 6:17-18:
"But God be thanked, that ye
were [I want you to notice that
is a past tense verb; it does
not say that you are, but you
were] the servants of sin, but
ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine which
was delivered you. Being then
made free from sin, [Are you free
from sin? Thank God, you do not
have to be in bondage anymore.]
ye became the servants of righteousness."
We are free from sin, and not
only free from sin, but we have
become the servants of righteousness. Think of that! What a
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change! We went from the "gutter most" to the "uttermost."
Getting Involved in the
Service of God
Leaven does not like to stop.
Leaven also portrays disobedience. Galatians 5:7-10 reads: "Ye
did run well; who did hinder you
that ye should not obey the
truth? This persuasion cometh
not of him that calleth you. A
little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump. I have confidence in you
through the Lord, that ye will be
none otherwise minded: but he
that troubleth you shall bear his
judgment, whosoever he be."
The question is, Are you
living a life free from sin, serving
God in the unleavened bread of
sincerity and Truth or are you
still living a sinful life? God does
not expect anything but holiness
in the life of one who claims to be
a Christian, especially one who
has been around Truth all his life.
How many messages have you
heard preached over the years
and still have not moved? What
are you going to tell God on the
Day of Judgment?
Do you want to live a life free
from sin? Some people say you
cannot live above sin, but that is
not what the Bible says. Who was
our example? Christ was our
example. He was just as human
as we are. If He could live a sinless life, so can you and I. Remember, you cannot do it in your
own strength. It takes the power
of Jesus Christ living in your
heart and soul to help you to
ward off sin, and it does take
work.
We each are giving our lives
for something, but what will it
be for you? Will it be for a certain
career, a sport, or a hobby? Will it
be for wealth or fame? None
of those things have lasting
significance. Service to God is the
pathway to real significance. It is
through ministry that we discover the meaning of our lives,

and as we serve God together in
God's family, our lives have
eternal importance.
The Apostle Paul wrote in
1 Corinthians 12:14, "For the
body is not one member, but
many." In verse 19 he said, "And
if they were all one member,
where were the body?" God
wants you and me to make a difference in this world. He wants
to work through us. What matters is not the duration of life, but
the donation of it. It is not how
long you live that should be most
important to you, but rather how
you live.
If you are not involved in any
service or work of God, what
excuse are you giving? Abraham
was old, but did that stop him?
Jacob was insecure. Joseph was
abused. Gideon was poor. Samson was codependent. David had
an affair and all kinds of family
problems. Jonah was reluctant.
Peter was impulsive and hot tempered. Martha worried a lot. The
Samaritan woman had several
failed marriages. Zacchaeus was
unpopular. Thomas had his
doubts, and Timothy was timid.
That is quite a list, is it not? Yet
God used each of them in His
service. God says, "This is who I
want to use for My service." God
can use you too.
You may say, "Well, I am just
a nobody." Who told you that
you were nobody? God did not

tell you that. You are someone in
the eyes of God. You can be used
of God in His service. You need
to stop making excuses. Too
many people want to use excuses. I am thankful that Truth
makes us free.
Pride Is Destructive
Beware of the things that
want to occupy a place in your
heart. A lot of things in a person's
heart stem from pride. Proverbs
8:13 reads, "The fear of the LORD
is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the
froward mouth, do I hate." Proverbs 16:18 states, "Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty
spirit before a fall."
The Bible mentions a lot of
things about pride. Proverbs 21:4
tells us, "An high look, and a
proud heart, and the plowing of
the wicked, is sin." God is concerned about those who have
pride in their hearts. If He was
not so concerned, He would not
have mentioned it as many times
as He did in the Word of God.
There is a secretness to pride. A
lot of times it does not radiate to
the outward man, but it lies
hidden in the inner chambers of
men's and women's hearts.
How does the message find
you? Pride can bring you down
very quickly. Look how pride
brought down King Nebuchad-

nezzar, his son King Belshazzar,
and King Hezekiah. You see, God
can bring down the mightiest
men. Who were they to try to fool
God? Friend, you cannot fool
God. Galatians 6:7 says, "Be not
deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap."
What are you sowing? You
must be careful of how you live.
People are watching. As a Christian, you ought to be a light to
the world and to your community. Has your light been snuffed
out by Satan? Saint of God, it is at
this point in your life that you do
not want to be taken away for
what Satan has in his program.
This is the time to live for God
the way you should.
I am thankful for the Church
of God and for the Truth. The
devil is working as never before.
He is trying to deceive, to divide,
to plant little seeds of doubt here
and there in your life to try to get
you off the right track. It is not a
time to get off track. It is time to
stay on the right track and to stay
in the lane that God has given
you to stay in. You need to quit
looking to the left or the right
and go forward with God. If you
have a need, won't you earnestly
seek the Lord?
(Compact Disc TR-2090)

FOR THOSE WHO SAY, "I DON'T SEE ANY HARM IN IT."
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Is the dust of worldliness in your eyes?
Would you accept it for your deathbed solace?
Is it consistent with, "The world is crucified unto me and I unto the world"?
Can you commune with God as freely after indulging in it?
Can you look to God for a blessing in the midst of it?
How will it appear at the Judgment Seat of Christ at His coming?

If your answers are negative, it must be wrong, and you would be wise to take another course!
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Romans 5:1 Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 By whom also we have access
by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God.
3 And not only so, but we glory
in tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience;

4 And patience, experience; and
experience, hope:
5 And hope maketh not ashamed;
because the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.
6 For when we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for
the ungodly.
7 For scarcely for a righteous

man will one die: yet peradventure
for a good man some would even
dare to die.
8 But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.
9 Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through him.

Brother Richard Talbot
The Day of Salvation
When thinking about being
saved, there are many things that
we are saved by in these Scriptures. According to Romans 5:10,
we are saved "by his life."
Romans 8:24 tells us, "For we are
saved by hope." Paul wrote in
22

1 Corinthians 3:15, "If any man's
work shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss: but he himself shall be
saved; yet so as by fire." Ephesians 2:8 says, "For by grace ye
are saved through faith." Titus
3:5 tells us that "by the washing
of regeneration, and renewing of
the Holy Ghost" we are saved.
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Speaking of Noah's day, 1 Peter
3:20 states that "eight souls were
saved by water," and the world
was destroyed. Wrath fell in
Noah's day in a way unheard of
before.
In the Old Testament you can
read that the wrath of God fell
upon the children of Israel a

number of times in their journeys. Wrath also fell upon the
nation of Jews in A.D. 72. Jesus
wept as He looked over the city
of Jerusalem and saw the destruction that was coming upon
them. He said, in so many words,
"Oh, how I would that you could
understand the day of your salvation." They rejected Jesus, and
He knew a day of great wrath
was coming and would fall upon
that nation.
In World War II, at the time
of the Holocaust, it is estimated
that nine million Jews were in the
world at that time. Five to six
million Jews were killed under
Hitler's orders. Wrath has followed anyone who rejects and
denies the Lord Jesus Christ. No
one can survive the wrath of
God. If you deny Him, He will
deny you. When salvation is discussed, many folks make reference to being saved from sin,
saved from hell, saved for
Heaven, saved by the love of
God, and saved by grace divine.
I want you to look at verse 9
of our Scripture text, which says,
"Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through him."
I am glad that I no longer fear the
wrath of God. I once feared being
caught up in my sin, rebellion,
bitterness, hatred, malice, and
secret things in my life. I feared
being caught before God in that
condition, but I found peace with
the Lord one day. He cleansed all
of that from my life and took
away my hard heart of stone. He
put within me a new, soft and
pliable heart, and I was willing to
be submissive to Him.
God is a God of love and
concern. He is also a God of
mercy, but He has feelings. He
gets disturbed if you disobey
Him. He may become tired of
putting up with rebellion, stubbornness, and people going their
own way. You may say, "I'm not
ready to be a Christian yet." God
is asking, "When will you be

ready?" There is never a more
convenient time to get saved than
right now. This is the most convenient time that you can expect
to have.
God's Punishment for Sin
Psalm 7:11 reads, "God is angry with the wicked every day."
Hebrews 10:31 says, "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God." What makes it
such a fearful experience? Hebrews 10:30 reminds us that
"Vengeance belongeth unto me, I
will recompense, saith the Lord."
At the Judgment, all lost souls
will fall into the hands of the Living God who will then mete out
His wrath upon them for rejecting the gift of His Son. The meaning of the word wrath here is divine retribution. In the Holy Bible, God's punishment for sin is
referred to as wrath.
The majority of people only
want to believe in the pleasant
side of our Lord. They consider it
to be very distasteful and unnecessary to speak of the complete
picture that the Word of God
presents. Their unlearned minds
cannot grasp a loving God giving
way to wrath. A person can bring
the wrath of God upon himself
by deliberate refusal to humble
himself to God. It disturbs the
heart of God. People need to realize that it all comes down to this:
God is love, but He also has the
ability to demonstrate and
execute wrath.
God experiences anger and
disappointment with His creation. Sometimes He feels used.
He feels like a spare tire in many
people's lives. They only call on
Him when they are in trouble
and need urgent help. They look
to God in times of tragedy, hardship, and difficulty, but they may
only want to use God to help
them out of a bad situation.
God will only look for one
thing at the Judgment, and that
is a heart that has been fully
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cleansed from all sin through the
blood of Jesus Christ. He is not
going to question you about how
much money you gave to the
church, how many good works
you have done, or how you
have helped others. God is only
looking to see if Jesus Christ is
reigning in your life. He is not
concerned about what position
you hold in the church or what
your name is. No one is going to
slip in because he knew certain
people. In this world you may
get by with many things if you
know the right contacts, but not
on Judgment Day.
I thank the Lord that He has
made a plan for us to avoid His
wrath. God's greatest and most
urgent desire is to save the lost.
He does not want your soul to be
lost forever. God, through the
Holy Spirit, is making every
effort to get souls to Jesus Christ.
You are stirring up the wrath of
God when you say no and refuse
the Lord. You are putting the
Lord in a position of exercising
His wrath. You must live a holy
life to be saved from wrath. You
must be very careful to live a
true, sincere life before the Lord.
"Lay Hold on Eternal Life"
First Timothy 6:12 reads,
"Fight the good fight of faith, lay
hold on eternal life, whereunto
thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before
many witnesses." When you lay
hold of something, you need to
grip it tightly and guard it from
opposition.
There are opposing forces in
the world and opposing forces
among the church. Forces of the
enemy will constantly work on
your mind, or in your thoughts
and imaginations, to cause you to
lessen your grip on eternal life.
There is always a danger of
becoming loose and not really
paying a lot of attention to your
grasp. You need to guard against
all opposition and never let go of
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the Lord. Also, you should never
become careless. You must hold
fast on eternal life.
Every morning when you get
up, you have to lay hold again on
eternal life. Every day you will
face crossroads in your life. You
will face temptations, trials, and
difficulties. You have to lay hold
on eternal life. You must set your
focus on Heaven alone and make
your decisions with eternal
values in view. Second Peter 1:10
says to "give diligence to make
your calling and election sure."
It is important that you lay
hold on eternal life. Many have
started to serve God and have
walked away from salvation.
They have lost their hold on God
because they failed to lay hold on
eternal life. It is so important to
grasp this reality if you want to
escape the wrath of God. The
devil is working constantly. It
may take him months or years to
set an effective trap, but he will
wait until all parts of the puzzle
are just right and pounce on you
at the most dangerous time. It is
important to maintain your
spirituality.
To lay hold on eternal life,
you must not let the things of
God slip away from you. Many
people think that God's mercy
will kick in at the last moment for
them. It amazes me how some
people really visualize a lost soul.
When a man who has been
known to be a sinner dies, often
he is portrayed as a wonderful
person. Some people say: "I'm
sure he went to Heaven. Look at
that smile on his face." Friend,
undertakers are good at putting
smiles on people's faces. They
can make an ungodly man smile
after death, and people act so
impressed with that smile. I have
heard people talk around a casket
and say: "Look at his smile. He is
bound to have made peace with
God." Friend, that smile does not
make anything right. What is
important is how he was in his
heart.
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Is God Pleased With
Your Life?
Once I read an article entitled
"All That Glitters Is Not Gold." It
was about a man who wanted to
buy his wife a new pair of shoes
for a special occasion. He was
living in New York City and
rushing back and forth from one
office building to another. One
cold, winter day, he walked past
a famous department store
known for their beautiful window displays, and his eye caught
some glitter. He stopped and
looked, and there against the
billowy white clouds of cloth and
the shimmering snow and speckles of gold flakes all around, the
lights were shining down on the
most beautiful pair of golden
shoes he had ever seen in his life.
The man rushed into the store
and told the clerk, "I need that
pair of shoes in the window." The
clerk went to the backroom and
brought out a box, but when the
clerk opened the box, the man
said, "Those are the most drab
looking shoes I have ever seen."
When taken away from the light,
the glitter, and the snowy scene,
he was so disheartened and
disappointed.
The life of many a person,
removed from the church setting
and the atmosphere of holiness
and righteousness and the influence of godly associations becomes drab and disappointing as
others see who they truly are.
Away from that setting, their true
colors come out. It is easy to say
you are a Christian when you are
in the sanctuary. All you have to
do is smile, look pleasant, and
talk right, and most people will
accept you as being right. The
question is, in the walls of your
own house, how do you treat
your wife or your husband? How
do you treat your children?
Young person, how do you treat
your parents? Are you disrespectful and hateful? Do you
get angry when you do not get
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your own way? How do you act
on the highway if someone cuts
you off? What is your attitude?
Do you react with road rage and
pull up beside the other driver
and shake your fist?
How do you live when no
saints are looking at you? Remember, you need to live to
please God. He is not fooled. He
understands and sees and knows
every single action of your life.
What about the Internet or what
you watch on DVD's? God
knows everything about you. Is
God pleased with your life or are
you in danger of experiencing
His wrath? You must lay hold on
eternal life.
I enjoy the good feeling of
being saved from wrath. It is
good to know that you are not in
trouble with God. I have been in
trouble with God. I have been in
trouble lots of times. As a youngster, I was called to the principal's office in school. I knew what
that was about, but I was hoping
that he had forgotten about what
I had done. As soon as the speaker crackled in the classroom to
my teacher, "Send Richard Talbot
to the principal's office please," I
knew right away that he had
caught up with me and that
wrath was coming. On the other
hand, when you know that you
did not do anything wrong, it is
good to know that you are clear
with God. You can lie down at
night and have a good night of
rest, have a clear conscience, and
a clean heart.
Live Every Day As Though
It Will Be Your Last
It is good to be clear and
happy. If I were to drop dead
today, I could say, "It is all right
with the Lord, and even so, come
Lord Jesus." It is a real blessing to
be saved from all sin, and it is a
wonderful blessing to be pure in
heart and to know that I am right
with God. I want to know that
when the end comes, I do not

have to be afraid of anything,
because all is clear.
You are not always in the
house of God, so what are you
like when you are out in the
world? What would your husband or your wife say about you?
Could he or she say, "My companion is the sweetest, kindest
person?" Can your wife say: "My
husband is truly saved. He demonstrates salvation in the home.
In the frustrations of life, he demonstrates the love of God"? Can
your husband testify: "My wife is
a sweet, godly person in the
home. She is so nice under pressure and under stress"? Can your
employer and your fellow employees say, "He is a real child of
God"? Do you know down deep
in your heart, whether you are at
church, in the home, or on the
job, that you are free from wrath?
I thank God that I have nothing
to fear or worry about. I am glad
the Lord saved my soul.
In Song of Solomon 2:15, King
Solomon wrote that it is "the little
foxes, that spoil the vines." Do
you know why the vines are
spoiled? They have tender
grapes, and these things of God
are very tender and precious.
They cost the blood of Jesus
Christ. He gave us the fruit of the
Spirit so that we can demonstrate, live, and show Christ's
likeness in the world around us.
Those little foxes want to get into
those things and destroy them in
your life.
God does not want you to
lose hold on eternal life. Even in
the Book of Revelation, during
the Laodicean age, they believed
in "fake news." This is a relatively
new term that has come out. The
church at Laodicea believed they
were okay and had need of nothing, but God saw what was really
taking place. In Revelation 3:18
Jesus said, "I counsel thee to buy
of me gold tried in the fire . . .
and [be clothed with] white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed [not naked]." They had

no realization that they were under the wrath of God.
You need to be very careful to
live every day just as though it
could be your last. You need to
live prepared, for that day is
truly coming. As a true Christian
who is living a sinless, holy life,
you have the most active characteristic of Christ's likeness, and
this makes you open prey for
Satan and his crowd. The devil
does not like Christlike people,
and the world at large does not
like Christlike people. Honesty is
not a prime ingredient anymore,
even for getting a job. One man
testified that he was turned away
from a very good position in his
company because of a statement
he wrote in his resume, that he
was an honest, God-fearing man.
He was told: "That is the thing
that caused you not to be considered for this job. We want you to
work with a group. We want you
to work with cooperation."
God Expects a Holy,
Sinless Life
Honesty used to be criteria
for anything worthwhile. When
my dad was young, they did not
have to sign lots of papers for a
loan at a bank. They just shook
the bank president's hand and
made a verbal agreement. Your
name was worth something back
in those days. Now you have to
sign a stack of papers and pledge
your life, so to speak.
Honesty must be upheld
among the saints of God: pure,
open, plain, decent honesty. Suppose you were to borrow money
from someone in the church, and
you said, "I will pay you back in
two months." Well, that is okay if
you can do that. If three months
go by and you have not repaid
that person, what happened to
your honesty? If you meant to
pay him but could not, you ought
to go to him and be man or
woman enough to confess that
you cannot do it. You should not
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hide or deceive that person; be
honest. You should say, "I told
you that I would pay you in two
months, but I am sorry. This or
that has happened. Can you give
me another month?" That person
may say, "Yes, I will give you
another month, but you had
better have it in another month."
A Christian should be open,
honest, and upfront.
Earlier in this message, I
mentioned that we are saved
from wrath. To utter a curse
word, no matter how slight, no
matter what the reason or the
occasion, is still unacceptable
language for a Christian. It is
corrupt communication. You
might use a curse word and say,
"Oh, I'm sorry that slipped out."
Well, maybe one time in your life
something like that could happen, but not every week, and
certainly not when you get really
angry. Paul said in Ephesians
4:26, "Be ye angry, and sin not."
Some people get so careless that
they have no real guilt and no
terrible feeling about uttering
a nasty word. They shrug it off.
That is not what a Christian
would do.
I am glad that I do not have
to talk that way and that I do not
have to be bad. I was bad at one
time. My dear mother used to
wash my mouth out with a bar of
soap when I was a boy. She did
not just stick it in my mouth. She
ground it into my teeth. The
more I tried to get away, the
more she jabbed it in there. It was
a horrible experience. The word I
used was not even a curse word.
It was a slang word, but my parents did not allow that word to
be used in our house.
A Christian must be holy,
clean, pure, and spotless. You
may ask, "Can you actually live
that way in this world with all
the pressures of life?" Dear one,
God expects it. Jesus paid the
price. He shed His blood and
made the supreme sacrifice so
that you could live a sinless life.
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Hell Is a Reality
Friend, do not fool yourself.
We all are heading toward eternity, every one of us. We are
heading for the grave, and after
death is the Judgment. There is a
hell; there is eternal damnation.
Some false religions teach people:
"There is no hell. Bad people just
go away. Good people go to
Heaven." Bad people would like
to think that they will just go
away after death. No matter what
false teachers say, the Word of
God plainly teaches there is a
hell, a place of eternal separation
from all that is good, from God,
and from every kindness. We like
to smile, and we like to get a
smile, do we not? There are no
smiles in hell; there is no kindness in hell. The Word of God
teaches that for the lost soul,
death is an eternal damnation
that lasts forever and ever; it will
never end.
I am glad that I am saved
from wrath, because there is a
wrath to come. Revelation 20:1415 states: "And death and hell
were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. And
whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire." Revelation 21:9
reads, "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and
all liars, shall have their part in
the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone: which is the second death."
In the oceans there are hidden
coral reefs that can rip the bottom
out of a ship. They are unseen on
the surface, but all the known
ones are charted so a ship's captain can avoid the danger. So it is
with us on this ocean of life.
Many hidden dangers are out
there. There are dangers that you
cannot see with your natural
eyes, but it does not mean that
they are not there just because
you cannot see them. Some peo26

ple have said, "I don't see
anything wrong with this or
that." Perhaps their pastor has
preached warning messages
about it over and over.
If you were the captain of a
large ocean vessel and the charts
showed you a coral reef was right
around a certain area, you would
have your lookouts look with
their binoculars. You might
think: "That water looks so
smooth and calm. I'm not going
to detour and go around this. I
know what the charts say, but it
sure doesn't look bad to me"; so
you sail on. We have heard news
reports of captains doing this
very thing. A few years ago, a
cruise ship ran into a coral reef
and sliced open its hull, and
some people drowned, but the
charts showed that it was there.
The captain disregarded the
evidence.
Do Not Disregard
the Warnings
Regarding some things in
God's Word, some people may
say: "Show it to me in black and
white. I want to see the verse."
God is so wise that He did not
put everything down in black
and white, but He gave the principles of holiness, righteousness,
and godliness, along with His
Holy Spirit. He also gave the
anointing of the preaching of His
Word. Godly pastors take you
into scenes in the Word of God
that you cannot see with your
natural eyes. They warn of certain dangers and certain habits of
life: "There is danger lying right
under the surface. You need to
stay away from that!"
Suppose a person goes to his
pastor and says, "Brother, if you
ever see anything wrong in my
life, please tell me." That is all
well and good at that time, because he is in good spiritual
shape then, but suppose later on,
the pastor goes to that person
and says: "I want to talk to you,
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brother. There are some things
that you are getting into that I
feel are a great danger, and I
want to warn you." That person
may say: "I know what I am
doing. Everything is okay."
If he keeps the former attitude all the time, that might
work, but when a person is already involved in something that
he knows is questionable, he may
not accept a pastor coming to
him and saying: "Brother, there is
danger here. You need to beware.
I am worried about you. God has
placed a burden on my heart for
you." You know, to a really honest person, that should cause him
to say: "Thank you, brother. I felt
good about it, but if God has put
a burden on your heart about it,
then I am going to back away
from it. I thank you for warning
me and for helping me." Thereby
he can escape the wrath of God.
It is serious business to say
that you are serving God. Is your
name recorded in the Lamb's
Book of Life? Are you sure of
where you will be in eternity?
Are you absolutely positive that
everything in your life is under
the blood?
If you were to pass away
today, could you say in your last
breath, "All is well with my soul;
come, Lord Jesus"? This is how
serious it must be if you are going to escape the wrath of God.
Jesus Christ shed His blood to
save you from the Father's wrath.
Sinner friend, backslider, you can
be saved from God's wrath. I
want to be found guiltless, but if
I am found guiltless, I must live
guiltless and live right. Will you
let the Lord move upon your
heart? He only wants to do you
good. Will you let the Lord have
His way?
(Compact Disc TR-2062)

CANBY, OR
September 4-8

Revival: Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Wednesday-Saturday 7:30 p.m.; Sunday 10:45 & 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor E. David Stegmeier. Telephone: 503-266-9297

SUMMERSVILLE, WV
September 8-15

Revelation Meeting: Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, WV 26651
Preaching from the Book of Revelation each service.
Service times: Sundays: 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.; Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders. Telephone: 304-872-4047

HAMILTON, MT
September 9-15

Revival: Church of God, 307 North 2 nd Street, Hamilton, MT 59840
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For further information contact: Pastor Patrick Brower. Telephone: 406-381-7268

WARRENSVILLE, NC
September 21

First Annual Fellowship Meeting: Church of God, 2042 Teaberry Road, Warrensville, NC 28693
Service times: 10:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m.
For further information & for local accommodations contact: Pastor Allen Borders.
Telephone: 740-485-8881

BLUE ASH, OH
September 22

Special Service: Civic League, 9306 Towne Square Avenue, Blue Ash, OH 45242
(Located at Ronald Reagan Highway and Kenwood Road)
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi. Service time: 10:00 a.m.
For further information contact: Brother Boch. Telephone: 513-260-1960 or 513-791-0691

MT. PLEASANT, PA
September 23-29

Revival: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Monday-Saturday 7 p.m. each evening; Sunday 10:30 a.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Paul W. Prinkey, 109 Salvation Lane,
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666. Telephone: 724-547-2151

MORGANTON, NC
October 5

Fellowship Meeting: Church of God, 109 Old Quarry Road, Morganton, NC 28655
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For further information contact: Pastor Ken Van Buskirk. Telephone: 828-442-4069

WHITE PINE, TN
October 9-13

White Pine Camp Meeting: Church of God, 185 Highway 25/32, White Pine, TN 37890
For further information contact: Pastor Roger Nethers. Telephone: 770-206-0786

HARVEY, IL
October 20

Special Services: Church of God, 14701 Myrtle Avenue, Harvey, IL 60426
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi. Service times: 10:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Charles Johnson. Telephone: 708-606-7136

CHICAGO, IL
October 21-27

Revival: Harding Street Church of God, 3924 W 14th Street, Chicago, IL 60623
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For further information contact: Pastor Aurelius Reedy Raines. Telephone: 708-751-1534

SUMMERSVILLE, WV
October 28-November 3

Revival: Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, WV 26651
Evangelist: Brother Allen Polston, New Castle, Indiana
Service times: Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 6:00 p.m.; Sunday: 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Visit the website at: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com
For further information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders. Telephone: 304-872-4047
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