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B LESSED TO DWELL
IN H IS C OURTS
After Pastor Roger Decker
opened the service and welcomed the people to God's
Acres on Sunday morning, the
blessings began. What a joy
and a pleasure it was to dwell
in God's temple with His people during this Fall Camp
Meeting! Over and over, our
hearts rejoiced as God's presence filled the house. It truly
was a time of refreshing and
feasting on the good things the
Lord bestowed. Our souls were
fully satisfied as we enjoyed
the fellowship of God's presence. Nothing compares with
dwelling in His courts.
The August meeting was
well attended as the ministerial
brethren and saints gathered
in from far and near. Brother
and Sister Johnson Njeru from
Kenya were with us, as well
as Sister Melanie Lucas from
Hawaii, who is the daughter of
Brother P. T. Granil of the
Philippines.
Words are so inadequate
when trying to explain what
our hearts felt and our eyes
witnessed during those glorious times. However, we can
say that it was certainly a
rewarding time. Our young
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people's choir, led by Sister
Victoria Miller, sang the beautiful song, "My Redeemer
Liveth" on Monday evening.
The echoes of that uplifting
song caused the Lord to move
in a mighty way. His presence
filled the tabernacle, and many
saints stood to their feet as they
rejoiced and praised the Lord.
Then, on Friday and Sunday
evenings the Lord blessed in
a special way in those services
as needy hearts moved to the
altar. We are happy to report
that many souls received
help during the meeting. A
number of people moved to the
altar of prayer in almost every
service.
The Lord surely prepared
a bountiful table for His people
during this meeting. It is wonderful how God provides for
those who stand in need of
help. He graciously sent conviction to the lost and the backslidden. Those who were groping in sin were able to seek a
better way to live. He provided
milk for the new converts and
the weak, He brought honey to
uplift those who were discouraged or going through bitter
persecutions and trials, and He
supplied strong meat to satisfy
the hungry souls of mature
Christians.
Brother David Stegmeier
delivered the first message of
the meeting in a sermon entitled "No Greater Cause." He
let us see there is a need and a
reward for saints to be true.
Brother Larry Dishman was the
evening evangelist. The first
[continued on page 7]

Jeremiah 3:6 The LORD said also
unto me in the days of Josiah the
king, Hast thou seen that which
backsliding Israel hath done? she is
gone up upon every high mountain
and under every green tree, and
there hath played the harlot.
7 And I said after she had done
all these things, Turn thou unto me.
But she returned not. And her
treacherous sister Judah saw it.
8 And I saw, when for all the
causes whereby backsliding Israel
committed adultery I had put her
away, and given her a bill of divorce;
yet her treacherous sister Judah

feared not, but went and played the
harlot also.
9 And it came to pass through
the lightness of her whoredom, that
she defiled the land, and committed
adultery with stones and with stocks
[that simply means the people set up
idols and images and worshiped
them].
10 And yet for all this her
treacherous sister Judah hath not
turned unto me with her whole
heart, but feignedly, saith the LORD.
11 And the LORD said unto me,
The backsliding Israel hath justified
herself more than treacherous Judah.

Hosea 14:1 O Israel, return unto
the LORD thy God; for thou hast
fallen by thine iniquity.
2 Take with you words, and turn
to the LORD: say unto him, Take
away all iniquity, and receive us
graciously: so will we render the
calves of our lips.
3 Asshur shall not save us; we
will not ride upon horses: neither
will we say any more to the work of
our hands, Ye are our gods: for in
thee the fatherless findeth mercy.
4 I will heal their backsliding, I
will love them freely: for mine anger
is turned away from him.

Brother Roger L. Decker
The Backslider in Heart
In our Scripture text is a warning proclaimed by two prophets
(one is a major prophet, Jeremiah,
and the other is a minor prophet,
Hosea) for Israel to return to the
Lord. I want to talk to the backslider and reach out to those who
have wandered away and have
backslidden in heart. If you study

the Word of God, you will find
that Israel backslid many times.
None of us is immune to backsliding. It is very easy to get your
eyes where you should not have
them, either on somebody or
something else, and digress from
the lofty experience that you once
had with the Lord.
A backslider is one who has
turned back and forsaken God
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and the right way. The Bible lets
us know the backslider crucifies
the Son of God afresh, again and
again. Also, a backslider is filled
with self, or his own ways. We
read in Proverbs 14:14, "The
backslider in heart shall be filled
with his own ways: and a good
man shall be satisfied from
himself."
Backsliding is the sign of
3

spiritual heart failure, which
starts in the heart. It is needful to
talk to the backslider to try to
persuade him to turn from his
own ways and return to the blessedness of serving God. Some forsake God for the fear of reproach.
They feel embarrassed to serve
God.
Some people feel embarrassed
to dress modestly, carry a Bible,
pray over a meal, or engage in
conversation about someone's
soul. Some sisters feel embarrassed to have long hair. It is
amazing to me that some are troubled over dressing differently
among people in the world. Some
people cannot handle that, and
some people never carry a Bible to
church. When I observe that, I
question where they do carry it.
The truth is, they do not carry it.
You should not be ashamed of the
Word of God. The Apostle Paul
let us know that he was not
ashamed of the Gospel.
The real reproach does not
come from serving God, but rather from living in sin. Proverbs
14:34 reads, "Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach
to any people." Some backslide
for the love of pleasure, and others for their own profit. Whatever
the reason, a backslider is a person who has forsaken the One
who has the Words of Life. In
John, Chapter 6, you can read a
conversation that Jesus had with
His disciples and some would-be
followers.
Verses 66-68 state: "From that
time many of his disciples went
back, and walked no more with
him. Then said Jesus unto the
twelve, Will ye also go away?
Then Simon Peter answered him,
Lord, to whom shall we go? thou
hast the words of eternal life." If
you turn away from the godly
influences of the Lord or the Holy
Spirit and turn away from the
worship services, you will throw
your heart wide open to deception. Some people are so used to
living in a lukewarm state that
4

they feel satisfied and feel they
are doing all right.
Be Not Entangled With
Bondage Again
I want to tell you that God
has plenty more for you in your
experience, but He will not make
you stay saved. He has provided
a way so that you do not have to
backslide. Remember, the father
let the prodigal son go. He let
him have his freedom, knowing
that it would not be long until he
would spend all his inheritance.
He ended up being a companion
to the swine.
When you convince God that
you want to live after the flesh,
He is not going to stand in your
way. He is a gentleman and will
let you have your own way.
However, if you do that, you will
throw your soul wide open to
every passion, every lust, and
every evil desire. I know what I
am talking about because I backslid one time.
When I first got saved, we
took a vacation and went to
my home state. I thought my
family would be overjoyed that I
had accepted Christ, but they
were not. Through my own negligence and keeping company with
the wrong people, I ended up
back in the gutter. I told myself:
"I'm not going to go that far."
Well, I went that far and further.
Once you have tasted the good
things of God, nothing out in the
world can come close to satisfying you. You will always end up
in worse shape. I can remember
my conscience condemning me
continually.
I worked at Rockwell and had
some friends there. One friend
with whom I worked attended a
certain church. He told me,
"Roger, you need to come to
church with me."
I said, "I know I'm not right
with God, but if I ever get right
with God again, I know exactly
where I need to go." He meant
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well, but once I had tasted the
good things of God and the place
where I found God, I was not
about to go any place else.
The flesh is weak. There is no
strength in the flesh. Jesus said in
John 15:5, "Without me ye can do
nothing." Without Jesus you are
powerless when it comes to
living righteously. You may do
the best you can, but that is
not good enough. There is no
strength or power in the flesh to
live right.
Some people cry out for more
liberty. They want to go where
they can do the things the flesh
wants to do. They can go where
there is not so much emphasis on
the Bible standard. The Apostle
Paul wrote in Galatians 5:13,
"For, brethren, ye have been
called unto liberty; only use not
liberty for an occasion to the
flesh, but by love serve one
another."
Christian liberty always carries a warning: "Danger! Do not
use for the flesh." Today there are
false prophets, just as in Paul's
day, who promise liberty, but
their liberty is to conform to this
world rather than to overcome it.
What kind of liberty should you
enjoy as a Christian? Paul said in
Galatians 5:1, "Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free, and be
not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage." Some people
are going back to the things that
Christ set them free from in the
beginning. They have become
entangled in bondage again. Paul
instructed the saints not to be
entangled, or not to be caught up
or involved in, bondage again.
Sin Can Never Satisfy
Why do some people seemingly go deeper into sin when
they backslide? Some people who
once had a great experience with
God have backslidden, and they
are sinning against light
and knowledge. Once you have

tasted and enjoyed the things of
God and turned away, there is a
driving force of darkness shoving
your soul rapidly to a lost eternity.
The flesh is never satisfied; it
can never have enough. That is
the reason young people need to
be careful when dating. The flesh
is not satisfied with a little peck
on the cheek and holding hands.
No, the flesh wants more and
more. If you do not keep it under,
you will get into trouble.
It is never a good ending
for one who turns away from
following the Lord. We read in
2 Peter 2:20-21: "For if after they
have escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge of
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled therein,
and overcome, the latter end is
worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for
them not to have known the way
of righteousness, than, after they
have known it, to turn from the
holy commandment delivered unto them."
In Hosea, Chapter 4, Hosea
gave a picture of the soul that
leaves the Truth of God's Word.
He said they shall eat and not
have enough. They shall commit
whoredom and shall not increase
because they did not to take heed
to the Lord. Sin can never satisfy
the soul of man, but it makes the
partaker feel as though it can.
Dear one, do not fool around
with the habits of life. Young person, peer pressure will try to get
you to take a little drag on a cigarette. Someone may say: "Just a
little drag is not going to hurt
you. That way you can always say
you know what a cigarette is like."
Someone else may say: "Come on,
just take one little drag of this
marijuana. Just take a drag and
you can say that you know what
it is like." Someone else may say:
"Take a little drink. Come on, just
a sip. You do not have to drink
the whole thing."
I can remember when I got

started drinking and smoking. I
got started that very way, especially with tobacco. The first time
I smoked a cigarette, I got sick.
Why? The body is not used to
taking in something foreign like
that, and it rejects it.
I used to go into the bars with
my dad and wait for him. As a
teenager, I thought it was macho
to get involved in those things,
not knowing that those things
could cause me to be in bondage.
Sometimes I think of all the
money that I spent on alcohol
and tobacco. Many weeks I went
home after working overtime,
yet I had no money left in my
pocket. Sin is costly. The tobacco
habit that I had made my car,
my clothes, and my house stink,
and I had a cough. When I got
saved and quit smoking, that
cough cleared up. Also, I was no
longer ashamed to let others get
into my automobile because of
the tobacco odor.
Signs That Backsliding
Is Working
Young person, you need to
stay away from these sinful habits. Do not let somebody entice
you to take a drag on a cigarette
or to take a sip of alcohol. Do not
let sinners entice you to commit
sin. Do not let sinners entice you
to disobey God, but rather stand
firmly, and you will be so glad
that you did.
It is very dangerous for a person to backslide. Do you know
what the greatest danger
of backsliding is? There is a
great chance that you will not
make it back to God and that you
will be lost forever. Backsliding
always starts in the heart. The
spiritual heart can become weak,
unable to stand the pressures of
temptation.
Some signs begin to appear
when the heart grows weak and
backsliding starts to work on
you. The first sign is neglect. Hebrews 2:3 reads, "How shall we
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escape, if we neglect so great
salvation; which at the first began
to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them
that heard him."
Backsliding starts with just a
little neglect in keeping up your
spiritual exercises. First Timothy
4:7 states, "But refuse profane
and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness." Acts 24:16 says, "And herein do I exercise myself, to have
always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward
men." This exercise is to train
yourself to put on the armor that
God has provided and exercise
yourself to be a good soldier.
Something else that can affect
the Christian is contentment. Do
you know why some people get
bored? They do not apply themselves. If you do not apply yourself and get into the services, you
will become bored and discontented. The Apostle Paul wrote in
1 Timothy 6:6, "But godliness
with contentment is great gain."
What is another sign that
begins to appear when backsliding is working on someone? He
begins to have a love for the
world. The world can get hold of
you, and if the world gets hold of
you, you cannot easily walk
away from it. It can have a tremendous hold on you, and it will
take you further and further
away from God. The devil will
make you think, "I will do this
one more time, and then I am
going to quit."
John spoke about how worldly things affect your ability to live
for God. He said in 1 John 2:15,
"Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him."
When you get out in the world,
the whole world seems as though
it has a glittering billboard,
advertising tobacco and liquor.
For example, some billboards
show a man with a beautiful
woman and a bottle of whiskey,
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implying that those two go together. If you begin to backslide,
worldly things will take on a new
attraction.
I can truthfully say that I have
not been tempted with cigarettes
or beer or alcohol since I have
been saved. God gave me a wonderful deliverance. Now, it does
not happen that way for everyone. Sometimes when a person
gets saved, he may struggle, but
the main thing is to stay in there.
Are You Making
Allowances for Sin?
The world may seem exciting
to the backslider, so he will make
more room in his life for worldliness. He will begin to justify
wrong. The Bible states in James
4:4, "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with
God? whosoever therefore will be
a friend of the world is the enemy
of God."
When people are not doing
well spiritually, what a change
comes over them. They make allowances for almost everything.
Why is that? They do it to justify
their own condition.
Something else that may take
hold of a person when he begins
to backslide is a critical spirit.
There was a time when he could
accept people and their ways.
Have you ever been guilty of talking to someone who is critical and
that spirit has gotten hold of you?
What happens when a critical
spirit comes upon you? A singer
cannot sing good enough for you.
You may start getting critical of
the preachers. You might get critical of a Sunday school teacher, the
helper, the pastor, and the operation of the church. People who are
critical are usually miserable.
What are some other signs of
backsliding? Having a lack of
temperance, having uncontrolled
lusts and desires, or having an
uncontrolled temper. Do you lose
your temper and start throwing
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things or say things that you
should not say?
What else is a sign of backsliding? You may become dishonest or shady in your business
dealings and act as if you are
justified in doing so, such as
when you file your income tax.
You may say, "Well, the government doesn't spend the money
right." That has nothing to do
with doing right. Do you claim
exemptions for what you really
did not do, or claim to give so
much when you really did not
give it? That is dishonest.
When some people become
dishonest, they can lie easier than
they can tell the truth. A liar is
not going to make it to Heaven. It
does not matter whether those
lies are little lies, big lies, white
lies, or any other kind of lie. A lie
is when you know the truth and
speak contrary to that. It is not
necessarily repeating something
that is not true. For example, you
could have thought something
was true and repeated it, but you
were not doing it with the intent
to lie.
All liars will have a place
in the lake of fire. They are going
to go to the same place that
lesbians and homosexuals are
going. Revelation 21:8 reads, "But
the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers,
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars,
shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second
death [eternal separation from
God]."
Lies take in half-truths as
well. Some people mix a little
truth with a lie so that if someone
comes back and says, "You told a
lie," they can say: "Well, I thought
it was right. This really did happen." Some go to an altar and lie
to God. When you go to an altar
of prayer, you need to be truthful. Why? You are dealing with
God.
What else is a sign of backGospelTrumpeter.com • October 2019

sliding? Having a lack of interest
in the conversion of souls is a
sign of backsliding. Proverbs
11:30 states, "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that
winneth souls is wise." In
Romans 10:1 Paul said, "Brethren,
my heart's desire and prayer to
God for Israel is, that they might
be saved." Also, a backslider is
not interested in the missions. He
could not care less about saints
who are unfortunate in this life.
Lastly, a backslider has no
desire to be around spiritual
people. He keeps company with
those who are not really what
they need to be spiritually. If
there is no condemnation, then
he can be free to talk about
whatever he wants to.
Has God cast off the backslider? No. Can a backslider
come back to God and receive
forgiveness? Absolutely! Jeremiah 3:12-14 reads: "Go and proclaim these words toward the
north, and say, Return, thou
backsliding Israel, saith the LORD;
and I will not cause mine anger
to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not
keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that
thou hast transgressed against
the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers
under every green tree, and ye
have not obeyed my voice, saith
the LORD. Turn, O backsliding
children, saith the LORD; for I am
married unto you: and I will take
you one of a city, and two of a
family, and I will bring you to
Zion [a type of the church]." He
will bring the backslider to Zion
and reinstate him as a member of
the Church of God.
When you return to God, you
need to acknowledge your true
condition with all honesty.
Again, you need to be honest
with God. You should not come
to God and give Him a frivolous
excuse for why you quit serving
Him. In other words, you should
not say, "It was because of this

one or that one." No, you got lean
in your soul. Neglect is a forerunner of backsliding. Proverbs 3:5
says, "Trust in the LORD with all
thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding."
If any of these things that I
mentioned are starting to work in
your life, you need to seek the
Lord quickly. Eventually they can

pull you back to the old life and
you will be in a worse shape.
Do you have a need? You
need to truthfully answer that
question before God. Are you
beginning to slip? Instead of going forward, are you beginning to
go backward in your experience?
If so, you need to return to the
Lord and do that which is right

before you get yourself in a place
where it seems almost impossible
to repent. You do not want to get
to the place where you have to
struggle and struggle to get hold
of God. Has there been neglect in
your life?

[Camp Mtg. Report—continued from page 2]

"Sacrifices." Brother Garrett Haylock preached a message on
Thursday: "Do You Still Have
Joy?" Friday morning Brother
Calvin Foster preached on the
subject of "Follow Us as We
Follow Christ." Then on Sunday
morning Brother Richard Talbot
delivered a sermon entitled "Take
Ye Away the Stone."
Saturday morning the children took part in the service.
They presented the songs they
learned during the camp meeting
for the congregation to enjoy.
After the children's service,
Brother Decker asked two brethren to come forward to be
ordained. They were Brother
Scott Kerr of Phoenix, Arizona,
and Brother Johnson Njeru of
Kenya, Africa, along with his
wife. The remainder of the service was devoted to songs of
praise.

In the afternoon teaching
services, Brother David Stegmeier
brought helpful Bible
lessons on "Practical Instructions
for All Ages." He covered the
following topics: Christian
Character, By My Spirit, Who
Owns Me, Casting a Shadow—
Shedding Forth an Influence,
Bible Descriptions of a Christian,
and One Thing Is Needed.
If you were unable to attend
this camp meeting at The Church
of God, God's Acres, but would
like a copy of any of the CDs or
DVDs, please let us know. To
order please write to The Gospel
Trumpeter, CD ministry, 675 N.
Cedar Street, Newark, OH or call
740-345-1312. On page 26 of this
issue, you will find a list of the
messages preached and all the
song CDs that are available.

message that he preached was
entitled "The Intimacy Between
the Bride and the Bridegroom."
He presented his message from
the Song of Solomon. Monday's
topic was, "The Withdrawal of
the Bridegroom." Tuesday's message was, "Have You Made a
Covenant With Your Eyes?"
Wednesday he preached, "Wine
Is a Mocker." Thursday's sermon
dealt with "The Man That No
Man Could Tame." Saturday
night he preached, "Behold the
Severity of God."
Monday morning Brother
Michael Miller brought a sermon
entitled "Don't Take God for
Granted." Brother Brandon Gonzalez delivered a message on the
thought, "There Is a God" on
Tuesday morning. Wednesday
morning Brother Matthew
Bragg's sermon was entitled

(Compact Disc TR-2114)

When things seem difficult, and life uphill,
Don't look too far ahead, keep plodding on,
And inch by inch, the road will shorten, till
The roughest patches will be past and gone,
And you'll look back surprised and cheered to find
That you have left so many miles behind,
And very soon the tedious climb will stop,
And you will stand triumphant at the top.
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3 John 1 The elder unto the
wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in
the truth.
2 Beloved, I wish above all
things that thou mayest prosper and

be in health, even as thy soul
prospereth.
3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the
brethren came and testified of the
truth that is in thee, even as thou

walkest in the truth.
4 I have no greater joy than to
hear that my children walk in truth.

Brother Calvin Foster
God Does Not Make Mistakes
The Holy Scriptures are
inspired by God, and I believe
God wants His people to be in
good health and to prosper in
their souls. Jesus was speaking to
the Pharisees in Matthew 9:11-12.
It states: "And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his
disciples, Why eateth your
Master with publicans and sinners? But when Jesus heard that,
8

he said unto them, They that be
whole need not a physician, but
they that are sick." Many people
need the Gospel. They are sick in
their souls. A physician is one
who is legally qualified to practice medicine.
In 1 Timothy, Chapter 5, we
read that Timothy had a little
problem with his stomach. In
verse 23 the Apostle Paul told
him, "Drink no longer water, but
use a little wine for thy stomach's
GospelTrumpeter.com • October 2019

sake and thine often infirmities."
Paul gave him a little remedy for
his stomach problems. I do not
want to go into that, but I just
wanted to bring out that point.
We are living in a time when
some people have a condition or
an illness called hypochondria.
This is a condition that occurs
when a person has an abnormal
worry about one's health, or a
physical defect that may be
minor or imaginary. Often a

hypochondriac is in a constant
state of depression about his
imagined poor health, and all his
thoughts center upon it. He will
take a small or a meaningless
symptom and worry excessively
that it is the warning of a fatal
disease. For example, suppose I
had a headache yesterday and
today, so I jump to the conclusion
that I must have a brain tumor. A
hypochondriac runs to the doctor
continually, and he may even run
to a pill pusher. Many doctors
deal with people who have this
problem, and you may even
know of someone with this problem.
In a hospital in Florida, a
doctor was supposed to amputate a man's foot, but he amputated the wrong foot. In the same
hospital, doctors operated on
someone's knee, and it was the
wrong one. Since those two mistakes happened, I read that they
now take a black marker and
write on the good limb to avoid
such mistakes.
The point is, men make
mistakes, but God does not make
any mistakes. Therefore, it is wise
to take the right steps to avoid
evil. Paul told us in Galatians
5:16, "This I say then, Walk in the
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the
lust of the flesh." We do not want
to make mistakes. We want to
walk in the Spirit so that we will
not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
Christ Is the Fulfillment
of the Prophecies
A time of healing for the
Gospel dispensation was prophesied in the Bible. Isaiah 35:5-6
states: "Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened, and the ears of
the deaf shall be unstopped.
Then shall the lame man leap as
an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing: for in the wilderness
shall waters break out, and
streams in the desert."
Isaiah 53:3-5, speaking of
Christ, reads: "He is despised and

rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
and we hid as it were our faces
from him; he was despised, and
we esteemed him not. Surely he
hath borne our griefs, and carried
our sorrows. . . . But he was
wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed." Thank
God, these prophecies came to
pass when Christ came.
Matthew 1:21 says, "And she
shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their
sins." Matthew 8:16-17 reads:
"When the even was come, they
brought unto him many that
were possessed with devils: and
he cast out the spirits with his
word, and healed all that were
sick: That it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by Esaias the
prophet, saying, Himself took
our infirmities, and bare our
sicknesses." The Scripture was
fulfilled.
Jesus said in Luke 7:22, "Go
your way, and tell John what
things ye have seen and heard;
how that the blind see, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, to
the poor the gospel is preached."
There is no doubt that the
Scriptures teach that Jesus had
the power to heal, and He still
has the power to heal. Matthew
4:23-24 tells us: "And Jesus went
about all Galilee . . . healing all
manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.
And his fame went throughout
all Syria: and they brought unto
him all sick people that were
taken with divers diseases and
torments, and those which were
possessed with devils, and those
which were lunatic, and those
that had the palsy; and he healed
them."
In Matthew 28:18 we read
that Jesus came to His disciples
and said, "All power is given
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unto me in heaven and in earth."
Jesus laid His hands on people
and healed them. Christ gave the
power of healing to His twelve
apostles. Matthew 10:1 reads,
"And when he had called unto
him his twelve disciples, he gave
them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal
all manner of sickness and all
manner of disease."
Mark 16:20 states, "And they
went forth, and preached every
where, the Lord working with
them, and confirming the word
with signs following. Amen." By
the hands of the Apostles, many
signs and wonders were wrought
among the people.
Divine Healing Is Not
Always Instant
When we look at this thought
of healing, we know the Bible
teaches it, and we know that God
still has that mighty power. I
want you to consider the thought
that healing may or may not be
instantaneous. We can read in the
Scriptures that Jesus healed many
people instantly, but sometimes
He did not. In Luke, Chapter 17,
we read that ten lepers came to
Jesus. Luke 17:13-14 tells us:
"And they lifted up their voices,
and said, Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us. And when he saw
them, he said unto them, Go
shew yourselves unto the priests.
And it came to pass, that, as they
went, they were cleansed." They
took faith in His Word, and as
they went on their way to the
priests, they were healed, but it
did not happen instantly. It
happened when they were on
their way to see the priests.
We can see how God works.
People have gotten sick down
through history. In Philippians
2:25-27 Paul said: "Yet I supposed
it necessary to send to you
Epaphroditus, my brother, and
companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and
he that ministered to my wants.
9

For he longed after you all, and
was full of heaviness, because
that ye had heard that he had
been sick. For indeed he was sick
nigh unto death: but God had
mercy on him; and not on him
only." Here we can see that the
word "mercy" is used in a Scripture where a brother was sick
unto death, and Paul said, "God
had mercy on him." He did not
die.
Paul wrote in 2 Timothy
4:19-20: "Salute Priscilla and
Aquila, and the household of
Onesiphorus. Erastus abode at
Corinth: but Trophimus have I
left at Miletus sick." The brother
was still sick, so God does not always heal instantly.
We can see in the Book of
Numbers, when the people
sinned against God, God sent
serpents to bite them. God told
Moses to make a brass serpent
and put it on a pole, and whosoever looked upon it lived. People
did not get healed until they
looked upon it.
We see in the Scriptures that
some people are healed through
the faith of others. Matthew 8:510 says: "And when Jesus was
entered into Capernaum, there
came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, And saying, Lord,
my servant lieth at home sick of
the palsy, grievously tormented.
And Jesus saith unto him, I will
come and heal him. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I
am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but
speak the word only, and my
servant shall be healed.
"For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under
me: and I say to this man, Go,
and he goeth; and to another,
Come, and he cometh; and to my
servant, Do this, and he doeth it.
When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I
have not found so great faith, no,
not in Israel." Verse 13 reads,
"And Jesus said unto the centu10

rion, Go thy way; and as thou
hast believed, so be it done unto
thee. And his servant was healed
in the selfsame hour."
Having Faith in God
I want to encourage your
faith by the help of God. This is a
very serious subject, and it can go
many different directions in your
thinking and in your faith in a
personal way. My elders taught
me down through the years that
divine healing is without any
medical assistance; it is divine.
Those who pray must have faith.
Jesus said in Mark 11:22,
"Have faith in God." In verse 24
He continued, "Therefore I say
unto you, What things soever ye
desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall
have them."
In James 1:5-8 we read: "If any
of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and
it shall be given him. But let him
ask in faith, nothing wavering.
For he that wavereth is like a
wave of the sea driven with the
wind and tossed. For let not that
man think that he shall receive
any thing of the Lord. A double
minded man is unstable in all his
ways."
Hebrews 11:1 states, "Now
faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen." Verse 6 says, "But
without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him."
The greatest miracle that ever
happened in my life was that
God saved me and changed my
life. We read in Mark, Chapter 5,
about a woman who had an issue
of blood for twelve years. That
woman had faith. She said in
Mark 5:28, "If I may touch but his
clothes, I shall be whole." When
that woman touched Jesus' garment, she had enough faith to be
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healed. He did not have to speak
to her, He did not have to know
what was happening, He did not
have to quit walking, and He did
not even have to turn around and
look at her. All she needed to do
was touch His clothes. May God
help you to have faith in God.
You need to trust in God.
We serve a reasonable, loving
God. Romans 12:3 states, "For I
say, through the grace given unto
me, to every man that is among
you, not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think;
but to think soberly, according as
God hath dealt to every man the
measure of faith." You cannot
live off any other person's faith.
You must have your own faith.
That is the reason I tell people
not to put their faith on another
man's coattail, so to speak, because if people trust in a man and
he goes down, they will go down
with him. Friend, you need to
keep your faith and your trust in
God, because men die.
Verses 4-5 read: "For as we
have many members in one
body, and all members have not
the same office: So we, being
many, are one body in Christ,
and every one members one of
another."
I want you to know that the
privilege of divine healing has
not been taken away from the
church. Thank God! Paul wrote
in Ephesians 3:17-19: "That Christ
may dwell in your hearts by
faith; that ye, being rooted and
grounded in love, May be able to
comprehend with all saints what
is the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height; And to know
the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge, that ye might be
filled with all the fulness of God."
The Gifts of Healing
God is still working on me,
and He is still working on you, so
we have to learn to comprehend
with all saints the breadth, the
length, and the depth of God's

love. We do not have the same
understanding on all things.
We all do not have the same
knowledge. We all do not have
the same grace and the same
faith. The power of divine healing is still in the church. First
Corinthians, Chapter 12, proves
it even further. God is concerned
about each of us, and I believe He
wants us to get understanding.
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians
12:7-9: "But the manifestation of
the Spirit is given to every man to
profit withal. For to one is given
by the Spirit the word of wisdom;
to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to
another the gifts of healing by the
same Spirit." You should not
fight divine healing. It is a gift of
the Spirit.
James 5:14-15 says: "Is any
sick among you? let him call for
the elders of the church; and let
them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the
Lord: And the prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up; and if he have
committed sins, they shall be
forgiven him." You can get
healed and saved at the same
time. Many saints have come up
in an atmosphere of divine healing. I can remember as a boy in
the Church of God the testimonies and the atmosphere of
divine healing.
We see that God gave the
power of healing to Stephen and
to Paul. In Mark 16:16-18 Jesus
said: "He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be
damned. And these signs shall
follow them that believe; In my
name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new
tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt
them; they shall lay hands on the
sick, and they shall recover." I
still believe that.
Now, this Scripture does not

mean that you should drink
something poisonous on purpose
or play around with poisonous
snakes. Whenever I am around
my house cutting grass and
digging around, I look carefully
for snakes and avoid them.
Importunity
Healing has come to people
in the Bible through importunity.
In Luke, Chapter 18, you will
find a story about a woman who
went before a judge, and because
of her importunity, he said he
would give the woman her
request, lest she weary him.
Importunity is a plea that is so
persistent or demanding that it
becomes annoying.
In Matthew 9:27-31 we read:
"And when Jesus departed
thence, two blind men followed
him, crying, and saying, Thou
Son of David, have mercy on us.
And when he was come into the
house, the blind men came to
him [they were following Jesus;
they had importunity, and they
did not want to give up]: and
Jesus saith unto them, Believe
ye that I am able to do this?
They said unto him, Yea, Lord.
Then touched he their eyes,
saying, According to your faith
be it unto you. And their eyes
were opened; and Jesus straitly
charged them, saying, See that
no man know it. But they, when
they were departed, spread
abroad his fame in all that country." When Jesus does something
for you, you will not be ashamed
to tell about it. You will want to
tell others.
We see another Scripture
where importunity was working
when a woman came to Jesus in
Matthew, Chapter 15. Verses 2528 read: "Then came she and
worshipped him, saying, Lord,
help me. But he answered and
said, It is not meet to take the
children's bread, and to cast it to
dogs. And she said, Truth, Lord
[she did not just say, 'Oh, okay
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Lord. Thank You anyway']: yet
the dogs eat of the crumbs which
fall from their masters' table.
Then Jesus answered and said
unto her, O woman, great is thy
faith: be it unto thee even as thou
wilt. And her daughter was made
whole from that very hour."
I can imagine in my mind
seeing blind Bartimaeus. Mark
10:47-52 tells us: "And when he
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say,
Jesus, thou Son of David, have
mercy on me. And many charged
him that he should hold his
peace: but he cried the more a
great deal, Thou Son of David,
have mercy on me. And Jesus
stood still, and commanded him
to be called. And they call the
blind man, saying unto him, Be
of good comfort, rise; he calleth
thee. And he, casting away his
garment, rose, and came to Jesus.
And Jesus answered and said
unto him, What wilt thou that I
should do unto thee? The blind
man said unto him, Lord, that I
might receive my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way;
thy faith hath made thee whole.
And immediately he received his
sight, and followed Jesus in the
way." We see again that faith can
happen through importunity.
Healing can also happen
through works. Naaman was a
leper, and in 2 Kings 5:10, Elisha
sent a messenger and told him to
go and wash in the Jordan River
seven times. Naaman got angry,
and said, in essence, "Why would
I want to go and wash in that
muddy water?" When you do
what God says to do, it works.
He went and dipped seven times
and got healed.
Miracles in the Bible
You can read about a man
with a withered hand in Matthew, Chapter 12. Jesus told him
to stretch out his hand, and when
he stretched it out, it was restored whole, just as the other.
11

You have to do what God tells
you to do. You must do the right
thing. In John, Chapter 9, Jesus
told the blind man to go and
wash in the pool of Siloam, and
when he washed, he came back
seeing. He did the works that
Jesus told him to do, and he got
the miracle that he desired.
Thank God!
The Bible talks about the
laying on of hands. When Jesus
healed people, He laid His hands
on them. In Mark, Chapter 6, it
was said He could not do many
mighty works in His own hometown where He was born, but He
could only lay hands upon a few
sick folks and heal them. In
Mark, Chapter 7, He healed a
deaf man who had an impediment in his speech. They beseeched Him to put His hand
upon him, and He took him aside
from the multitude, put His fingers into the man's ears, spit, and
touched his tongue and his ears
were opened and the string of his
tongue was loosed, and he spoke
plainly.
When God got hold of Saul's
heart, He sent Ananias to see
him, and said, "There is a man
they call Saul on the street called
Straight," and Ananias went in
where he was and said, "Brother
Saul, the Lord has sent me to
you," and Ananias laid his hands
on him. Thank the Lord, we are
still preaching the Gospel, and
God is still saving and healing.
A miracle is something that
contradicts scientific laws; it is
supernatural and remarkable. We
see miracles all through the Bible.
In the Old Testament, we read in
2 Kings, Chapter 6, that a man
lost an iron axe head in the water, and the axe head floated to
the surface. That was a miracle.
We can read in Joshua, Chapter
10, where Joshua called for the
sun to stand still for a whole day,
which was a miracle that contradicted scientific laws. Miracles
overstep scientific laws.
God healed other blind men.
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Peter did miracles. A miracle has
happened to each person who is
saved. God changes you when
you truly get saved. Your family
may wonder: "What happened to
you? How did you change?"
You may reply: "I have been
born again. A miracle happened
to me. I changed from one man to
another."
Second Corinthians 5:17 says,
"If any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature." Salvation is the
greatest miracle that I know of.
Through the years since I got
saved, my health has gotten
better. I had bad feet from walking the streets and doing wrong
things, but my feet began to heal
after I got saved. Thank God, He
blessed me with a saved wife
who cooks healthy foods.
In Matthew 19:26 Jesus said,
"With men this is impossible; but
with God all things are possible."
God did special miracles by the
hands of Paul. Acts 19:12 reads,
"So that from his body were
brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons [handkerchiefs
and aprons were taken to people,
and they were healed], and the
diseases departed from them,
and the evil spirits went out of
them."
Faith Comes By Hearing
God's Word
Sometimes we think people
do not understand, and sometimes people do not want to understand the things of God. I do
not believe God wants the saints
to be ignorant of what His Word
says. Paul used the word ignorant five times in the Scriptures.
In Romans 1:13 he said, "Now I
would not have you ignorant,
brethren." In 1 Corinthians 12:1
he wrote, "Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not
have you ignorant." He said in
2 Corinthians 1:8, "For we would
not, brethren, have you ignorant." Then, in 1 Thessalonians
4:13 he said, "But I would not
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have you to be ignorant." We are
living in a time when many people are willingly ignorant. Peter
said in 2 Peter, Chapter 3, some
people were willingly ignorant.
In Romans 14:21-22 Paul
wrote: "It is good neither to eat
flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any
thing whereby thy brother
stumbleth, or is offended, or is
made weak. Hast thou faith?
have it to thyself before God.
Happy is he that condemneth not
himself in that thing which he
alloweth."
I have faith, but I cannot put
my faith on anyone else. I always
encourage people to have faith in
God. I do not want to discourage
anyone from anything he wants
to do for God. If you want to
have faith and trust in God, I
want to encourage you to put
your faith and trust in Him.
However, you should not try to
shovel your faith on everyone
else, but rather go to church and
rake all the faith and all the Word
of God in to you. If you have
faith, have it to yourself before
God.
Paul said in Galatians 6:10,
"As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of
the household of faith." You
should do good to all, and especially to the saints. If a brother or
a sister goes to the hospital, I am
going to be right there with him
or her to pray. If a brother has
surgery, I am going to be right
there with him, waiting when he
comes out of surgery. I am going
to be with the family, and I am
going to be praying. He is my
brother, whether he does or does
not trust God.
You should build yourself up
on your most holy faith. When I
have a headache, I do not run to
the medicine cabinet; I pray and
trust God. I try to build up my
faith. Romans 10:17 says, "So
then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God." The
Word of God says in Hebrews

13:8, "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever."
Dear one, I want to encourage
you to take faith in the Word of
God.
The Will of God Is Good
Deuteronomy 29:5 tells us
that God did not let His people's
shoes get old. Their clothes did
not get old for forty years. Daniel
3:27 lets us know that the fire in
the fiery furnace did not have
any power over the three Hebrew
boys. Their hair did not get
singed, their coats did not burn,
and they did not even smell like
smoke. That is the God we serve.
Thank God! Saint, I want to lift
you up and teach you to have
faith.
A man came to Jesus about
his son in Mark, Chapter 9. He
cried out to Jesus, and the Lord
said in verse 23, "If thou canst

believe, all things are possible to
him that believeth." The man
said, "Lord, I believe; help thou
mine unbelief" (verse 24).You can
run to God. This is a privilege
that you have.
In Romans 12:2 Paul said,
"And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good,
and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God."
Job did not know what the
Lord had planned for him, but
the will of God was good. Job did
not know that the devil had a
conversation with the Lord, but
Job believed God.
I like what the Apostle Paul
said in Philippians 1:23, which
states, "For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which
is far better."
We are living in a time when

a lot of people are depressed
and committing suicide. They are
unhappy and do not want to live.
I am happy in the Lord, and
I want to live as long as God
lets me live. Moreover, I enjoy
preaching the Gospel. I want to
preach God's Gospel as long as I
can. I am enjoying my salvation.
I want to make a plea for the
sinner. Jesus said if a man has an
hundred sheep and loses one, he
will leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness and will look for that
one lost sheep. My friend, you
are living beneath your privilege
if you are not saved. There is
healing for the body, saving for
the soul, and joy for those who
have none. Jesus said in Luke
18:8b, "Nevertheless when the
Son of man cometh, shall he find
faith on the earth?"
(Compact Disc TR-2104)

Faithfulness
Jesus said in Luke 16:10, "He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also
in much." If you were going to employ a man to do some work that you considered to
be very important, you would want to secure a man who had done less important jobs
well. In the business world, many a young man has risen from office boy to higher up
or even to partnership in a firm because of his faithfulness in little things or in his
ability to follow orders without arguing the subject. God is looking for men and women
who will faithfully do the little things that come their way. When they have done this,
He can trust them with greater duties. God will honor those who honor Him. If a child's
mother were to tell him to bring in an armload of wood for the fire, and instead he
would run away and play and not obey the command, could she safely trust him to
carry money to the bank for deposit? If you are God's child, and you do not obey or are
not faithful in the least, how could you expect Him to trust you with much?
Selected
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Distractions

We all are not distracted by
the same things. An example of a
distraction is having Gospel
music on in the home as you
work on other things. Often that
provides a pleasant distraction,
and it can be relaxing. Some distractions are more serious. For
example, when you are driving,
being distracted by texting, eating, or goofing around can be
deadly to you or someone else. In
factories and construction work,
distractions can cause serious
accidents to occur.
Young person, I want to talk
to you about a distraction that
can affect your soul. The smartphone can be a huge distraction.
This is a very common distraction that most of us are affected
by. If you are not distracted by
a smartphone, you might be
distracted by a computer or a
tablet.
I want to challenge you to
examine your habits regarding
the smartphone, the computer,
or the tablet. Electronic devices
are awesome. Technology has
come so far, and we all enjoy
using them. With a smartphone
you can take pictures anytime,
anywhere. It is great not to have
to carry around an extra device,
such as a camera. Also, a smartphone makes it easier to communicate with family and friends
who live a distance away from
you. There are many other benefits as well. Doing research for
school projects is much easier
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now with these devices.
Along with all these great
conveniences, these electronic
devices can be a huge distraction
to you spiritually. I know this
from personal experience, because over time I could feel that
pull working on me, and I had to
deal with it. Perhaps you have
parents that restrict or help you
to manage the constant pull of
these electronic devices. Many
parents set forth guidelines for
their children and teenagers.
Oftentimes one of the first
things people do in the morning
is wake up to their cell phone
alarms, and before their feet even
hit the floor, they may already
have the scoop on what other
people did the night before. Your
mind can be so filled with all
this clutter, and you may not
realize how much it affects you.
Maybe you have viewed pictures
of someone's breakfast, read
through someone's political rant,
and read drama going on with
this person and that person.
In the midst of eating your
breakfast, you probably pick up
your phone and check for updates and maybe forward funny
things. Before you know it, you
have sat there for forty-five minutes or so, and suddenly you
think, "I have to get going!" So
you get your shower and hurry
off to school or work or wherever
you need to go. This is just one
possible scenario. The important
question is, Have you checked in
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with God? What does He want
from you?
Psalm 5:3 reads, "My voice
shalt thou hear in the morning, O
LORD; in the morning will I direct
my prayer unto thee, and will
look up." Are you looking toward
Heaven in the morning with
what little time you have before
school, work, chores, or whatever
you need to do? Have you taken
time to check in with the Lord?
Psalm 143:8 states, "Cause me
to hear thy lovingkindness in the
morning; for in thee do I trust:
cause me to know the way
wherein I should walk; for I lift
up my soul unto thee." If you fail
to seek God in the morning, you
will miss hearing His lovingkindness and His guidance for
the day. The devil uses innocent
and nonsinful things to distract
your mind. When you already
have your mind on so many
other things, if you are not careful, you can rush through the day
and not spend quality time with
God.
I have some practical tips that
I want to share with you. These
are things that I have done in my
own life. These are things that
you can do to declutter your
mind. Let us say that you are
following five hundred people,
and a third of them post every
day, which would be about 167
posts for you to look at each day.
Imagine if those people were to
post multiple times a day. That
would be a lot to look at and a

lot for your mind to process. First
of all, my suggestion is to clean
up your list of who you follow.
For example, let us say you love
to drink a certain brand of coffee.
That does not necessarily mean
that you have to click on "Like"
in your feed so that you receive
all their posts. It can get to where,
when you have some free time,
you are just scrolling and scrolling and scrolling.
Second, you can unfollow
those with whom you are not in
a real life relationship. By that I
mean bloggers, celebrities, restaurants, and so on. I am not
saying that you should unfriend
your real friends.
A third little tip is, do not use
all the social media platforms
that are available. Also, if you
have a friend who is posting lots
of pictures all day that you are
not interested in and you are
wasting too much time trying to
get through them all, you can
hide that person. It is called muting or unfollowing, and they will
not necessarily know that you are
doing that. That can help you to
save time.
A fourth tip is turning off
notifications on your phone. I am
not speaking of texting notifications and incoming calls, but you
can choose to turn off the unnecessary ones. It is very distracting
when you are trying to read the
Bible and pray or meditate if you
have constant notifications going
off on your phone, simply telling
you that a blogger has uploaded
a new video or something else
that is not of any real importance.
That stuff can wait until a later
time. You can get really sidetracked with all those unnecessary things that keep you
constantly looking at your phone.
It can be very time consuming.
A fifth tip is that you can
designate a certain time to check
on those apps. If you turn off
those notifications, you can control going to the app when you

have time instead of it always
coming at you and bombarding
you with constant notifications. If
you designate a time to check
them, you have more control. For
example, you could determine
that you are not going to check
your apps until after breakfast
and until after you have spent
time with God. Maybe you
should also wait until you have
done your chores or whatever
your mom has told you to do.
One thing that is nice, if you
have turned off those notifications, is that at mealtime you can
have uninterrupted conversations with your family. Also, you
can be more focused on your
priorities. You will find that your
mind is quieter. This makes me
think back to the Psalm that I
referenced earlier. You can hear
His loving-kindness in the morning. You can have that sweet time
with Jesus and get the help you
need for the day.
Here is another tip. This one
may sound a little more extreme,
but I have done it many times if I
feel too distracted by an app notification and want a break. You
can simply delete the app from
your phone. That does not mean
that you have to delete your
account. You have not changed
anything as far as your followers
or who you are following. You
can delete it for a period of time.
You can try it for a day, or maybe
for a really busy afternoon when
you want to focus on things you
need to do and your mind is feeling cluttered. When you are back
home with Wi-Fi, you can download it and sign in. It will pick up
right where you left off. Those
are some things that you can do
if you are struggling with time
management and being able to
focus on more important things.
The last tip is one that I think
is really important. When you
read the Bible, make sure that
you include reading an actual
Bible. I am speaking of using a
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real Bible, a paper copy. The
Bible app is awesome, and I use it
a lot. It is easy to find Scriptures.
Rather than using a concordance,
you can easily search for a word
and compare different versions of
the Bible. However, it is so good
to have a paper copy of the Bible
so that you can highlight Scriptures and write little sidenotes.
I have had my Bible since
I was sixteen years of age. It
was my birthday present, and
it has been with me through a
lot. It is the one where I find
my most comfort. I have highlighted Scriptures, written sidenotes, posted dates of specific
trials that I went through, and
made notes of certain Scriptures
that I held on to in each trial. It
can be more personal, and it is
less distracting than having a
smartphone in your hand. It is
much easier to focus on the Scriptures. It is basically an old-fashioned lifeline, and it is a comfort
in a very high-tech world.
When I was a young person,
there were not as many high-tech
devices. In the hard times of life,
my Bible is what I would cling to.
If you have a Bible that you love,
I want to encourage you to use it,
highlight Scriptures in it, and
write little notes in it. The Bible
app is really good when you are
on the road or in a waiting room.
If you are struggling with
spending too much time on an
electronic device, I encourage
you to get out of that rut. If you
feel that your mind is distracted
and you know your devotions
are not what they should be, and
maybe you are choosing to do
other things instead, you can get
out of that rut. One thing about a
literal rut, like a car getting stuck
in mud, you have to push on the
gas pedal and accelerate. If that
does not work, someone strong
has to push while you accelerate
at the same time. It takes work. It
is not always easy.
[continued on page 20]
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Second Corinthians 4:1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as
we have received mercy, we faint
not;
2 But have renounced the hidden
things of dishonesty, not walking in
craftiness, nor handling the word of
God deceitfully; but by manifestation
of the truth commending ourselves
to every man's conscience in the
sight of God.
3 But if our gospel be hid, it is
hid to them that are lost:
4 In whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto
them.
5 For we preach not ourselves,
but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.
6 For God, who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath

shined in our hearts, to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.
7 But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency of
the power may be of God, and not of
us.
8 We are troubled on every side,
yet not distressed; we are perplexed,
but not in despair;
9 Persecuted, but not forsaken;
cast down, but not destroyed;
10 Always bearing about in the
body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our body.
11 For we which live are alway
delivered unto death for Jesus' sake,
that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our mortal flesh.
12 So then death worketh in us,
but life in you.
13 We having the same spirit of
faith, according as it is written, I

believed, and therefore have I spoken;
we also believe, and therefore speak;
14 Knowing that he which raised
up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us
also by Jesus, and shall present us
with you.
15 For all things are for your
sakes, that the abundant grace might
through the thanksgiving of many
redound to the glory of God.
16 For which cause we faint not;
but though our outward man perish,
yet the inward man is renewed day
by day.
17 For our light affliction, which
is but for a moment, worketh for us
a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory;
18 While we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen are temporal;
but the things which are not seen are
eternal.

Brother E. David Stegmeier
The Source of Our Confidence
I want you to focus on verses
8-9 of our Scripture text, which
read: "We are troubled on every
16

side, yet not distressed; we are
perplexed, but not in despair;
Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast
down, but not destroyed." The
Amplified Bible says in verses 8GospelTrumpeter.com • October 2019

9: "We are pressured in every
way [hedged in], but not
crushed; perplexed [unsure of
finding a way out], but not
driven to despair; hunted down

and persecuted, but not deserted
[to stand alone]; struck down, but
never destroyed." The Bible says
we are not driven to despair. The
word despair means "the complete loss or absence of hope."
I have been a pastor for nearly fifty years, and sometimes it
seems that situations do not work
out as we would like to see them
worked out. Other times, God
works out problems in such a
way that they seem miraculous,
so do not lose hope. You should
never despair, which is the complete loss of hope.
Often we face problems that
seem so vast and seem to be
without solutions, but through all
the problems, a ray of hope
shines. The source of that ray of
hope is our confidence and our
courage in God. God is the
source of that confidence. Sometimes we go through some seemingly insurmountable situations
that we cannot get through on
our own. We need God's help.
Down through the annals of
time, men and women of faith
have faced crushing and seemingly insurmountable problems.
However, they have triumphed
through faith in Jesus Christ, and
they were written down as
examples for you and me.
In Acts, Chapter 7, we find
that Stephen faced a tremendous
situation. It looked as though he
would be executed, and he was.
Luke wrote in Acts 7:54-60 Stephen's testimony, and it stirred
the council. It states: "When they
heard these things, they were cut
to the heart, and they gnashed on
him with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked
up stedfastly into heaven, and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing on the right hand of
God, And said, Behold, I see the
heavens opened, and the Son of
man standing on the right hand
of God.
"Then they cried out with a
loud voice, and stopped their
ears, and ran upon him with one

accord, And cast him out of the
city, and stoned him: and the
witnesses laid down their clothes
at a young man's feet, whose
name was Saul. And they stoned
Stephen, calling upon God, and
saying, Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit. And he kneeled down, and
cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay
not this sin to their charge. And
when he had said this, he fell
asleep."
What grace and high promotion were exemplified in the life
of the martyr Stephen. You can
reign in this life. We should focus
on the whole Word. We preach
all of it, but perhaps the one main
doctrine of the Church of God is
holiness of life.

Far above this world of strife;
In my blessed, loving Savior,
I am reigning in this life.
Stephen's persecutors were
full of the spirit and the power of
the devil. They were the devil
personified. Stephen was filled
with the Holy Ghost, and that is
the reason he reigned. God's people meet every situation as God
enables them to meet difficult
trials. Stephen looked up. You
need to look up and keep your
hope and trust in God. Stephen
looked up to the source of his
strength, and his strength was
God. God provided the grace he
needed.
Our choir sings a song
entitled "I See Jesus," which says:

Reigning in This Life
Paul wrote in Titus 2:11-12:
"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world." That is what the
Church of God teaches. We are to
live righteously. Thank God, that
is a wonderful way to live. What
grace and high promotion, that in
Jesus, Stephen was reigning in
this life. You and I can also reign
in this life, but sometimes we will
have problems and we have to
work through situations. Have
you ever struggled with something? Sometimes we have to get
victory over things that happen.
We have to work through things.
D. S. Warner wrote the song,
"Reigning in This Life." It reads:
Do you triumph O my brother,
Over all this world of sin?
In each storm of tribulation,
Does your Jesus reign within?
Oh, what grace and high promotion,
That in Jesus I should be;
Raised from sin to royal honor,
Even reigning, Lord, with Thee.
I am reigning, sweetly reigning,
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Once a man named Stephen
preached about the Lord,
Folks were saved and folks were
healed as they heard His Word.
Satan did not like it soon he
had his crowd,
And as he was tried they heard
Stephen cry aloud.
I see Jesus standing at the Father's
right hand
I see Jesus over in the Promised
Land
Work is over now I'm coming to
Thee
I see Jesus standing waiting
for me.
As the stones fell on him beating
out his life
Stephen knew he'd soon be through
with all toil and strife
So much like the Master with a
heart so true
He prayed Lord forgive them for
they know not what they do.
Through the gates of glory down
the streets of gold
March the hero of the Lord into
Heaven's fold
When he met the Saviour at the
great white throne
I believed he smiled and said
"Stephen, welcome home."
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I see Jesus standing at the Father's
right hand
I see Jesus over in the Promised
Land
Work is over now I am
coming to Thee
I see Jesus standing waiting
for me.
No matter what you are
going through, do not lose hope.
A pastor has to keep that ever
before him. He cannot lose hope.
God does not want His people to
lose hope. We must stay right in
there. Sooner or later, you will
gain the victory.
Trusting in a
Greater Strength
In our Scripture reading, Paul
was faced with all kinds of
problems. He suffered difficult
labor, beatings, imprisonments,
stoning, shipwrecks, robberies,
perils among false brethren, the
lack of provisions of food and
water, cold weather conditions,
and above all of that, he had the
care of all the congregations. After enduring and suffering all of
that, many people would have
given up. According to Paul's
testimony, his power and his
courage came from God. When a
person lives as Paul lived, there
can be no defeat. There is no
defeat with God's people. Paul's
power came from God; that
supernatural power, courage,
and grace belonged to God, not
Paul.
Do you think Noah ever lost
hope? He preached for more than
one hundred years, and only his
family was saved. Noah did not
lose hope. If you overcome a situation, all the glory and praise
should go to God. He enables
you to stand. Without Him you
can do nothing.
Second Corinthians 4:7 says,
"But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of
God, and not of us." God beau18

tifully manifested Himself in the
life of the Apostle Paul. Paul was
trusting in a greater strength
than his own. You have to draw
strength that is not your own. It
is available for you. Paul was
trusting in a greater strength
than that of his own. This is the
secret of overcoming all obstacles
without losing hope.
When obstacles come, you
need to look to God for strength
in everything you need. He has
it, and you can obtain it. When a
person lives as the Apostle Paul
lived, there is no defeat. Sometimes you might have dreams
that fail to come to fruition. Have
you ever had good dreams about
the work of God? Sometimes
dreams may fail to come to
fruition, and sometimes plans
may be foiled.
Paul was trusting in a greater
strength than that of his own.
The secret of overcoming all obstacles is looking to God and not
losing hope. I have had to do that
numerous times. Your dearest
friends may even desert you, and
that hurts. You may be tempted
to give up, become lax, or lose
hope, but one song says, "He will
make a way."
You need to keep on giving to
God. Do not give up. You do not
have to be defeated. You can look
to the Apostle Paul as an example. All kinds of things happened
to him and around him, but he
did not let those things affect him
inwardly. You do not have to be
defeated by what is happening
all around you. Only those who
succumb to that or give in to despair are defeated.
Being Renewed Day by Day
The Apostle Paul wrote in
1 Corinthians 16:13, "Watch ye,
stand fast in the faith, quit you
like men, be strong." As I said,
dreams may fail to come to fruition or your dearest friends may
come against you. I have been in
some very sad situations in my
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ministry, but God helped me
through all of that. Sometimes
people lose hope and commit
suicide. The number of people
committing suicide is growing
more and more. People need
Christ. They have need of hope.
The song entitled "Joy Comes
in the Morning" reads:
If you've knelt beside the rubble of
an aching broken heart
When the things you gave your life
to fell apart
You're not the first to be acquainted
with sorrow, grief or pain
But the Master promised sunshine
after rain.
Hold on my child
Joy comes in the morning
Weeping only lasts for the night
Hold on my child
Joy comes in the morning
The darkest hour means dawn is
just in sight.
To invest your seeds of trust in God
in mountains you can't move
You have risked your life on things
you cannot prove
But to give the things you cannot
keep for what you cannot lose
That's the way to find the joy
God has for you.
Dear saint of God, no matter
what you are going through, hold
on. At one time in your life and at
one time in my life, we were children without hope. There was a
time in our lives when we did not
have hope. It is sad to see people
without hope, yet we see many of
them. Many of our cities have
vast numbers of homeless people
walking around, seemingly without hope.
Ephesians 2:12-13 reads:
"That at that time ye were without Christ [before you were
saved], being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world: But
now in Christ Jesus ye who

sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ."
Saints, we have a hope, and
we can be renewed day by day.
It is possible that your strength,
your courage, and your confidence can be renewed every
day. That is the way Paul lived. I
am more thrilled about working
for God today than I have ever
been.
The Apostle Paul wrote in
2 Corinthians 4:16 reads, "For
which cause we faint not; but
though our outward man perish,
yet the inward man is renewed
day by day." As you pray and eat
of the Word of God, you are renewed each and every day. You
must read and pray every day,
not just read, but meditate on
that which you read. I like to
read the Bible through each year,
but I also like to read something
that inspires me.
Press On
Do not let little things mount
up in your life. We are going to
have tests and problems, but do
not let those little things bother
you, because they can become
insurmountable. What are some
of these things? One is unkind
words from someone. Do not let
unkind words bother you.
Sometimes you may not
live up to your own expectations,
or you may lack in the fulfillment
of some plans that you have
made. You may have failures.
Lots of little things can mount
up and spoil your hope in
the future, your trust, and your
courage. I like a song that says
to "press on." You need to press
on. Do not lose hope. Church, of
all people in the world, we are
most blessed. The songwriter
wrote:
Press on, and let thy failings
A blessing to thee prove;
No wave of care or sorrow,
Thy trusting soul shall move.

Press on, forever trusting,
In faith believing too;
In spite of doubt or feeling,
God's Word will take you through.
Press on, press on,
Says Christ our loving Friend;
Press on, press on,
I'm with thee to the end.
You have no hope of eternal
life without Christ. However, if
you live for Christ, your life is
blessed with many hopes. I do
not always feel like praying in
the morning or going to church,
but I do it because I know I need
to. I am always blessed. At times,
the flesh says, "I'm so tired!"
Dear one, you must press on.
When I was young, I thought
if I would serve the Lord and live
for Him, He would give me a
good wife. I had that hope, and
it came to fruition. Then I felt the
call to pastor. After many months
of praying, deliberation, and
seeking counsel, God placed me
in a congregation. Brother Emerson Wilson advised me, "You
have to know that you are called
to where you are going, otherwise you will have a problem
with doubt and discouragement,
and perhaps you will give up
hope." I knew I have been called.
Pastors ought to be called,
qualified, and placed.
Without Christ you have no
hope of eternal life. When you
live for Christ, your life is blessed
with many hopes. Remember, as
a saint of God, you are never
without hope. I like the song entitled "Someone Is Praying for
You," and that is true. The song
states:
When it seems that you've
prayed 'til your strength
is all gone
And your tears fall like raindrops
all the day long
Jesus cares and He knows just how
much you can bear
He'll speak your name to someone
in prayer.
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Have the clouds round you
gathered in the midst of a
storm
Is your ship tossed and battered
Are you weary and worn
Don't lose hope someone's praying
for you this very day
And peace be still is already on the
way.
Someone is praying for you
Someone is praying for you
So when it seems you're all alone
And your heart will break in two
Remember someone is praying
for you.
Eternal Hope
As saints of God, we have a
bright future. Our Scripture lesson says in verse 18, "While we
look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are
not seen: for the things which are
seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal."
Eternal realities can never be
taken away from us. The saints of
God have a bright future. We
have a hope and a message that
enables us to cope with all the
situations with which we are
confronted. We do not have to
throw up our hands and say, "It
is no use working for God" or "It
is no use working with that
neighbor." We never have to
throw up our hands in despair,
because we have a hope. God
stands with us, and He surrounds us. We do not have to
despair. We need to do our best
to turn our nation to God. I believe God is counting on the
Church of God.
The Bible says in 2 Chronicles
16:9a, "For the eyes of the LORD
run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to shew himself
strong in the behalf of them
whose heart is perfect toward
him." That is what I want to do. I
want to keep perfecting my heart,
because I want God to show
Himself strong in my life.
We have a song in our
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"Evening Light Songs" hymnal
entitled "Hope." It reads:
Have we any hope within us of a
life beyond the grave,
In the sweet and vernal lands?
Do we know if this, our tabernacle,
were to be dissolved,
We've a house not made with
hands?
Blessed hope we have within us is
an anchor to the soul,
It is both steadfast and sure;
It is founded on the promises of
Father's written word,
And 'twill evermore endure.

[Esp. for Young People—contin. from p. 15]

Consider using some of these
tips to help you. You do not
necessarily have to use all the tips,
but perhaps some of them would
help you in your situation. Use
them as your point of acceleration
and pray. You need to seek God
about it. He will give you the
strength you need to get out of the
rut. The biggest danger is in allowing this distraction to become

Hope has brought us thro' the
dangers and temptations
of the past,
And we fear not those to come;
By her blessings we'll go forward,
while our mortal life shall last,
Then we'll joyously go home.
Since we've walked the straight
and narrow way our path
has ever shone
Brighter, brighter, day by day;
Hope within our hearts assures
us it is better farther on,
It is brighter all the way.
Life will end in joyful singing,

long term. If you are not really
focusing on spending time with
Christ in your devotions, you will
become weaker, and lukewarmness will set in quickly. That is
probably the first thing that will
happen. You will not be on fire for
God because you are not communing with Him and hearing
from Him; then you will become
weaker, and you will not hear that
still, small voice as clearly.

"I have fought a faithful fight,"
Then we'll lay our armor down;
And our soul will break the cable
here, and take its happy flight,
To possess a starry crown.
We have a hope within our souls,
Brighter than the perfect day:
God has given us his spirit,
And we want the world to hear it,
All our doubts are passed away.
Saint, we have a hope, and
we should be the happiest people
in the world.
(Compact Disc TR-1825)

The Psalmist David said in
Psalm 19:14, "Let the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of my
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O
LORD, my strength, and my redeemer." I want to leave you with
these words: let the meditation of
your heart be acceptable in God's
sight.
Sister Becky Decker

DON'T LET YOURSELF . . .
WORRY when you are doing your best.
HURRY when success depends on accuracy.
THINK evil of anyone until you have the facts.
BELIEVE a thing is impossible without trying it.
WASTE time on trivial matters.
IMAGINE that good intentions are a satisfying excuse.
HARBOR bitterness toward God or man.
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1 Peter 1:4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.

Brother Larry Dishman
The Dwelling Place of God
In our Scripture text the
Apostle Peter spoke of an inheritance reserved in Heaven for you.
In order for this to take place,
you must make a reservation. If
you are going to a fast food restaurant, you do not have to make
a reservation. You can simply
walk in and place your order. I
have been in some restaurants
where the first thing they ask is,
"Do you have a reservation?" You
cannot show up and expect to
dine without a reservation, because it is doubtful that you
would get in.

If you intend to go to Heaven,
you have to make your reservation in this life. You have never
been to a place like Heaven, and
you cannot begin to imagine
what it is going to be like.
Heaven is clearly described in the
Bible as an actual place. Do not
be deceived into believing that it
is merely a feeling or a state of
mind. When people refer to
heaven on earth, they are partially correct in the sense that you
can experience that with a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ while you are alive.
The Bible tells us that Heaven
is the dwelling place of God. His
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throne is there, along with the
angels, and the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Bible says in Philippians
3:20, "For our conversation is in
heaven; from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ."
A little girl once said, "Only
the good people go to Heaven,
and the other people will go
where it is hot all the time, like
Florida." Another little girl said,
"When you die, you do not have
to do your homework in Heaven
unless your teacher is there too."
In a cemetery in Indiana, there is
a tombstone that has an inscription with the intent to persuade
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people to prepare for death. This
tombstone reads: "Consider,
friend, as you pass by, As you are
now, so once was I. As I am now,
you soon shall be, So prepare, my
friend, to follow me." Someone
scratched another verse on the
tombstone that said, "To follow
you is not my intent, Until I
know which way you went."
One time a pastor asked
former President Ronald Reagan
the question: "Suppose you were
to die and find yourself standing
at the very door of Heaven and
God were to ask you, 'Why
should I let you into Heaven?'
What kind of answer would you
give?"
Laying Up Treasures
in Heaven
Before I tell you how President Reagan answered the question, that is a good question for
you to ask yourself. Suppose you
got to the very gate of Heaven,
and the question was asked of
you, "Why should you be
allowed to enter into these
gates?" What kind of answer
would you give in response?
Getting back to what President Reagan said, he paused for a
moment and said: "Well, I guess
I would just say John 3:16: 'For
God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.'" That indeed is a
good answer. You cannot go to
Heaven because of what you
have done. You can only go to
Heaven because of what Christ
has done for you.
The Bible teaches that you can
only lay up treasures in Heaven
while you are here on this side of
eternity. In Matthew 6:19-20 Jesus
said: "Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where moth
and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal:
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
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moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break
through nor steal." Jesus was
letting you know that you need
to lay up your treasures where
thieves cannot break through and
steal. Thank God, there are no
thieves in Heaven, so you will
not have to keep things locked
up. The only way to send treasures into Heaven is to invest in
things that are going there, such
as the souls of mankind.
The Bible tells us in Matthew
5:12, "Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward in
heaven." The true character of an
individual is shown in how you
treat a person who is a nobody,
someone who cannot give you
anything or do one thing for you
in return.
After my mother passed
away, I remember that her funeral service was glorious. The
preacher brought a powerful
message. After the service, a lady
told me that it was a wonderful
service. She said she had never
been to a funeral such as that in
all her life. She said, "When I die,
I want to have a funeral just like
that." One cannot have a funeral
like that unless he or she lives a
holy life. You cannot die as the
righteous die if you do not live as
the righteous live. You cannot
have reservations in glory and
live like the devil at the same
time. God will reward His people
for their faithfulness, for their
service, for their suffering, for
their soul winning, and for loving
the Lord's appearing on that
great day.
"Blessed Are the Dead Which
Die in the Lord"
Three things will occupy us in
Heaven. We will worship God
without distraction, we will fellowship without fear, and we
will rest without boredom. The
Christian's death is the doorway
into eternal life. A dear older
lady leaned back into her chair
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and slowly explained her major
worry. She said, "You know,
every close friend that I have ever
had has already died and gone to
Heaven, and I'm afraid they are
up there wondering where I am."
Friend, the best is yet to come
for the saint of God. If you have
made your reservation on the
other side, the best is yet to come.
When you get to Heaven, the
troubles and the tragedies of this
life will be lifted. The curse will
be reversed. There will be no pollution, for the skies will always
be crystal clear. No crime, no
violence, and no criminals will
ever enter there. Also, no greedy
politicians, no drug pushers, and
no child molesters will be there.
There will be no more tears, no
more sorrow, no more regrets,
and no more remorse when you
get to Heaven. Bitterness and
unforgiveness will be gone forever, and failures will be left far
behind.
There will be no eyeglasses,
no braces, no wheelchairs, no
hearing aids, no crutches, no hospitals, and no nursing homes in
Heaven. There will be no need
for paramedics or CPR. There
will not be any accidents, cancer,
heart attacks, or AIDS in Heaven.
No one will grow old and feeble.
There will be no funerals or cemeteries in Heaven, because no one
will ever die there.
Have you made your reservation? There will be no more
deaths, no more crying, no more
darkness, no hatred, no sin, no
unrighteousness, and no discord
there. Revelation 14:13 reads,
"Blessed are the dead which die
in the Lord from henceforth: Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labours; and their
works do follow them." Everything is going to be enjoyable,
refreshing, and fascinating because everything good originates
from God.
There are some Biblical facts
in the Bible. The Apostle Paul
wrote in Philippians 1:21-23: "For

to me to live is Christ, and to die
is gain. But if I live in the flesh,
this is the fruit of my labour: yet
what I shall choose I wot not. For
I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be
with Christ; which is far better." I
want you to notice that he did
not just say better, but he said
"far better." No matter how good
you have it in this life, Heaven
will be far better. Heaven will not
be anything like you can imagine,
but it will be much greater than
anything that your mind can
fathom.
The Beautiful Place That
Jesus Has Prepared
If you make it to Heaven, you
will never die. You will live
forever because it is a place of
light, love, holiness, righteousness, and worship. You will have
joy and peace while the ceaseless
ages roll. I intend to go there by
the grace of God. I have already
made my reservation. How about
you? Have you made your
reservation?
The best part of Heaven will
be seeing Jesus. He is the One
who died for you, saved you, and
picked you up out of that horrible pit, put your feet upon the
Rock, established your goings,
and put a new song in your
mouth.
One song entitled "How
Beautiful Heaven Must Be" says
in the chorus: "How beautiful
Heaven must be, Sweet home of the
happy and free; Fair haven of rest for
the weary, How beautiful Heaven
must be." When I picture Heaven,
and quite often I do, I do not
think of things like walls of jasper, gates of pearl, mansions
everywhere, or streets of solid
gold. These are not the things
that fill my heart with bliss.
The human mind cannot
comprehend the beauty in
Heaven. My friend, Heaven is a
place where all night will vanish
away and the ages of time will be

just one long day. The weather
will be perfect, and you will
never have to hurry because
there will be no more time. We
will never cry, because there will
be no more sorrow there. There
will be no bills to pay, and there
will not be anything to buy. The
sting of death will never be felt
again.
Another thing that will make
Heaven so fair is seeing loved
ones there. They will look fair
and young. They will not be old
and wrinkled. I will kiss my
mother, and she will whisper in
my ear, "We have been waiting
for you, son, and we are so glad
you are here." Dad will say, "Son,
there is no more fear," and we
will sit down and talk, maybe for
a hundred years.
Just imagine, if you can,
getting to meet all the saints,
shaking their hands, listening to
their stories, and hearing about
the things they have done.
Friend, it is going to be wonderful if we make it through to the
beautiful place that God has prepared for you and me. All those
things that I mentioned will not
even compare to the greatest
thrill that awaits you when you
get there. The greatest thrill will
be seeing Jesus, the One who
died for you and me, and living
in His presence through all
eternity. We will sing forever
without a trouble or a care. That
is what Heaven means to me, and
I hope to meet you there. I thank
God that I have made my
reservation.
Heaven Will Be Worth It All
Can you look back in your life
to a time when you made your
reservation? This is not something that you should guess
about or hope that you did. You
need to be absolutely sure that
you have made your reservation,
because Heaven will surely be
worth it all. As Christians, we all
need to encourage ourselves from
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time to time and think about
Heaven. As the song says, "It will
be worth it all when we see Jesus." Heaven is our motivator,
and Heaven is our goal. The
thought of going to Heaven is
encouraging, and Heaven is our
home. When you get your eyes
on Heaven, the things of this
world will lose their value and
grow dim. Another song entitled
"Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It
All" reads:
Often I'm hindered on my way;
Burdened so heavy I almost fall;
Then I hear Jesus sweetly say;
"Heaven will surely be worth it all."
Many the trials, toils and tears,
Many a heartache may here appall;
But the dear Lord so truly says:
"Heaven will surely be worth it all."
Toiling and pain I will endure,
Till I shall hear the death angel call;
Jesus has promised and I'm sure
"Heaven will surely be worth it all."
Heaven will surely be worth it all.
Worth all the sorrows that here
befall;
After this life with all its strife;
Heaven will surely be worth it all.
Someone may say: "You do
not know what I have been going
through and what I have to face
day after day. You do not know
about the hard places and the
mountains that I have had to
climb or the disappointments that
I have been facing in my life."
Regardless of what you have to
go through in this life, Heaven
will be worth it all.
Friend, if you make it through
to the other side and hear Him
say "Well done," you will look
back and say those trials were
nothing. One glimpse of His dear
face, all sorrow will erase. Another song proclaims that the
rewards will surely be worth
whatever the cost. It never hurts
to be reminded of both the cost
and the rewards of discipleship.
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A lot of people get so caught up
in the cost of discipleship that
they forget about the rewards
waiting on the other side.
Living in an ungodly world,
you may find that following
Christ sometimes involves ridicule and persecution. Salvation
will cause you to stand up and
buck the tide, so to speak, but it
will be worth it all. Can there be
any comparison between a few
years of service, even if you have
hardships, and an eternity of
bliss in the presence of God?
Heaven is going to be worth it all.
What if your loved ones who
have died in Christ could return
and speak to you? What would
they tell you? They would say,
"Heaven is truly worth it all."
Whatever the cost of following
Jesus in this life, the promises of
the Holy Scriptures remind and
comfort you to be faithful and to
persevere all the way to the end.
Have You Counted the Cost?
When one of my relatives
passed away, one of his granddaughters said, "You know, since
Papaw died, it just makes me
want to live closer to Jesus and to
be all that He would have me to
be." That ought to be the attitude
of every child of God.
How far are you from
eternity? Friend, you are not that
far. Saint, you are not very far
from Heaven. You are not far
from the angels. You are not that
far from your loved ones who
have already gone to Heaven.
You are not that far from God
because He is living in your
heart. Heaven is a real place, and
it is where Jesus is right now. It is
not very far away, because when
you leave this old world, you will
be with Him in a split second of
time.
You were made for a person,
and you were made for a place.
The person that you were made
for is Jesus Christ, and the place
that you were made for is
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Heaven. You are never going to
be satisfied with any person less
than Jesus Christ, and you are
never going to be satisfied with
any place less than Heaven. You
could spend a million dollars to
build a house just the way you
want it, but it would not be long
until you would say, "If I could
do it over again, I would have
done some things differently."
You are never going to be satisfied in this life. You were made
for another place.
In Heaven you will have a
new body. Jesus is going to transform you so that you will be like
His glorious body, according to
the Bible. In Philippians 3:21 the
Apostle Paul wrote, "Who shall
change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things unto himself."
I want to encourage you to
win the race. If anyone competes
as an athlete, he does not receive
the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. In
this race that you are running,
there are rules that you must follow. You cannot live any old way
and continue in the race. You
have to follow all the rules in the
Word of God. Thank God, if you
will follow the rules, someday
you will hear Him say, "Well
done." Have you made your
reservation?
Countless people have been
too busy to respond to Christ's
invitation. I want to ask you these
questions: Have you been too
busy to respond to His invitation
to you? Have you been making
excuses about why you have not
counted the cost and made your
reservation? Many people assume that the good they have
done, their church attendance,
being baptized, singing in the
choir, or helping some poor soul
will get them into Heaven.
Friend, people who do not respond to Christ's personal invitation to forgive their sins will not
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find their names written in the
Lamb's Book of Life.
Jesus Is the Door
The reservation that I am
talking about is different from
any other reservation that you
can make. If you want to stay in a
motel, you have to give your
credit card information to make
that reservation, but this reservation is something that you cannot
pay for because Jesus already
paid for it. Romans 6:23 tells us,
"For the wages of sin is death; but
the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord."
I read a true story one time
about a honeymoon couple
spending their first night in a nice
hotel. Early the next morning,
they were planning to catch a
flight to Hawaii to spend the rest
of their honeymoon there. The
manager of the hotel was a friend
to the groom's family, so he offered to take care of their room
that first night at no cost to them.
The newlyweds arrived in
their room, and they were disappointed because they had been
hoping for a large suite, but instead it was a small room with
only a pullout sofa bed. The bathroom did not have a tub or a
shower, and the only food items
available were the expensive
snacks in the minibar. However,
they did not want to complain
because it was free.
The next morning when they
checked out, the manager met
them and asked them how they
enjoyed their suite. The groom
said, "Well, we must have been
given the wrong room, because
we had to stay in this small room
and sleep on a pullout sofa." The
manager looked again at the
room number and said: "That
was just a small den to your
suite. Did you not walk through
the door into the large living
room and bedroom? We had a
meal prepared for you, and there
was an oversized tub, and the

housekeeping staff sprinkled rose
petals on the king-sized bed. Did
you not see that?"
The husband and wife sheepishly admitted that they saw the
door, but they thought it was a
closet and never opened it. They
missed out on the wonderful
honeymoon suite because they
did not open the door.
Many people are living far
beneath their privileges. As I read
that story, I thought, "That is a
parable about Heaven." Friend,
Jesus loves you, and He has prepared an amazing place for you
to enjoy throughout all eternity.
By faith, you must simply open
the door. Jesus is the door. If you
want to go to Heaven, you have
to go through the door marked
"Jesus Christ." There is no other
entrance.
Make Your Reservation
You may say, "I have never
received an invitation." Yes, you
have. Revelation 22:17 reads,
"And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever
will, let him take the water of life
freely." What an invitation God
has given you to come and make
a reservation!
Child of God, you are
supposed to invite people.
Friend, I want to invite you to
come and go to Heaven with me.
Luke 14:23 states, "And the lord
said unto the servant, Go out into
the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come in, that my
house may be filled." Saint of
God, you need to put that into
practice. You need to go out into
the highways and hedges and
compel people to come in.
If you want to make a
reservation, all you have to do is
found in 1 John 1:9, which reads,
"If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." You can make

your reservation through repentance. Jesus said in Luke 13:3, "I
tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish."
You can make your reservation
by believing.
The Apostle Paul wrote in
Ephesians 2:8-9: "For by grace are
ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast." Death and difficulties need not be feared when you
know Jesus Christ.
How can you know for sure
that you are going to Heaven
when you die? Someone may say,
"I don't think there is any way
that you can know for sure."
David knew for sure. He did not
say, "I hope to dwell in the house
of the Lord forever" or "I might
dwell in the house of the Lord
forever." David said in Psalm
23:6, "I will dwell in the house of
the LORD for ever." David was
certain that he was going to
spend eternity in Heaven, and
you can also be sure that you
have your reservation.
The Lamb's Book of Life
Do you have full assurance
of your salvation? Have you
confirmed your reservation in
Heaven? If you were to die today,
do you know for certain that you
would go to Heaven? Too many
people say, "Well, I think everything is okay" or "I believe I am
all right." Friend, this is something that you cannot play
around with. This is too important! If you are wrong about this,
you are going to be wrong for all
eternity.
There is a Book in Heaven,
and it has the names of every
Christian in it. When you walk
into a hotel and approach the
desk, the first thing the clerk will
ask is if you have a reservation,
and then he will ask for your
name. Next, he will check the
computer to look for your name
and your reservation. The Bible
GospelTrumpeter.com • October 2019

says there is a Book in Heaven
called the Lamb's Book of Life. Is
your name written in the Book of
Life? Revelation 20:15 tells us,
"And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire."
I do not deserve to go to
Heaven, and neither do you.
Making it to Heaven will not be a
result of our own merits. Because
of this fact, there is no way that
you or I should ever boast that
we have earned the right to go
there. It is only by the mercy and
grace of God that we can go
there. Choosing Heaven means
choosing to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Such a
relationship brings a foretaste of
Heaven in this life and an eternity of happiness in the life to
come.
No one is going to go to
Heaven accidently. If you make it
to Heaven, it will be because you
prepared to go. You cannot earn
Heaven. You must be obedient to
the Word of God. The good thing
about it is that God is still taking
reservations. Thank God, you can
still make your reservation. It is
not too late. I have the confirmation that I have made my reservation. I can point the old devil
right back to the place where I
sold out to God, surrendered all
to Him, and He saved my soul.
By the grace of God, I am on my
way to Heaven, and I am not
going to let anything or anybody
turn me away from this strait and
narrow path. How is it in your
life? It is time to make your
reservation before it is too late.
(Compact Disc TR-1789)

True repentance consists of
the heart that is broken for
sin and broken from sin.
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CD No.

Date

Message Title

TR-2304
TR-2305

8-04-2019 No Greater Cause
Bro. David Stegmeier
The Intimacy Between the Bride & the Bridegroom Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-2306
TR-2307

8-05-2019 Don't Take God for Granted
Practical Instructions for All Ages:
Christian Character

TR-2308

The Withdrawal of the Bridegroom

TR-2309
TR-2310

8-06-2019 There Is a God
Practical Instructions for All Ages:
By My Spirit

TR-2311
TR-2312
TR-2313

Have You Made a Covenant With Your Eyes?
8-07-2019 Sacrifices
Practical Instructions for All Ages:
Who Owns Me?

TR-2314
TR-2315
TR-2316

Wine Is a Mocker
8-08-2019 Do You Still Have Joy?
Practical Instructions for All Ages:
Casting a Shadow—Shedding Forth an Influence

TR-2317
TR-2318
TR-2319

The Man That No One Could Tame
8-09-2019 Follow Us as We Follow Christ
Practical Instructions for All Ages:
Bible Descriptions of a Christian

TR-2320

Minister

Bro. Michael Miller
Bro. David Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman
Bro. Brandon Gonzalez
Bro. David Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman
Bro. Matthew Bragg
Bro. David Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman
Bro. Garrett Haylock
Bro. David Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman
Bro. Calvin Foster
Bro. David Stegmeier

8-10-2019 Practical Instructions for All Ages:
One Thing Is Needful

TR-2321

Behold the Severity of God

TR-2322

8-11-2019 "Take Ye Away the Stone"

TM-423
TM-424
TM-425
TM-426
TM-427
TM-428

Fall Camp Meeting Songs #1
Fall Camp Meeting Songs #2
Fall Camp Meeting Songs #3
Fall Camp Meeting Songs #4
Fall Camp Meeting Songs #5
Fall Camp Meeting Songs #6

Bro. David Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman
Bro. Richard Talbot

Fall 2019 Camp Meeting Choir Songs # 1
Fall 2019 Camp Meeting Choir Songs # 2
Fall 2019 Camp Meeting Morning & Evening Messages in MP3 Format
Fall 2019 Camp Meeting Afternoon Teaching Services in MP3 Format
Fall 2019 Camp Meeting All Songs in MP3 Format
Suggested donation for CDs $3 each, DVDs $5 each (DVDs unavailable for afternoon teaching services), and
MP3s $10 each. Postage is $3 for one CD or MP3 & $0.35 for each additional one. Order by writing The Gospel
Trumpeter, CD Ministry, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, Ohio 43055 or call 740-345-1312, the Print Shop.
Please make check or money order in U.S. funds, payable to The Gospel Trumpeter.
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MORGANTON, NC
October 5

Fellowship Meeting: Church of God, 109 Old Quarry Road, Morganton, NC 28655
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For further information contact: Pastor Ken VanBuskirk. Telephone: 828-442-4069

WHITE PINE, TN
October 9-13

White Pine Camp Meeting: Church of God, 185 Highway 25/32, White Pine, TN 37890
For further information contact: Pastor Roger Nethers. Telephone: 770-206-0786

NEW CASTLE, IN
October 14-20

Revival: Church of God, 125 S 9 th Street, New Castle, IN 47362
Evangelist: Brother Calvin Foster, Kensett, Arkansas
Service times: Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 5:00 p.m.; Sunday school 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday morning worship 10:45 a.m. & Sunday evening worship 5:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Allen Polston. Telephone: 765-521-8284

HARVEY, IL
October 20

Special Services: Church of God, 14701 Myrtle Avenue, Harvey, IL 60426
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi. Service times: 10:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Charles Johnson. Telephone: 708-606-7136

CHICAGO, IL
October 21-27

Revival: Harding Street Church of God, 3924 W 14th Street, Chicago, IL 60623
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For further information contact: Pastor Aurelius Reedy Raines. Telephone: 708-751-1534

SUMMERSVILLE, WV
October 28-November 3

Revival: Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, WV 26651
Evangelist: Brother Allen Polston, New Castle, Indiana
Service times: Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 6:00 p.m.; Sunday: 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Visit the website at: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com
For further information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders. Telephone: 304-872-4047

FINDLAY, OH
October 30-November 3

Revival: Lima Street Church of God, 119 E. Lima St., Findlay, OH 45840
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For further information contact: Pastor Josh Thilmony. Telephone: 419-721-7384

CANBY, OR
November 27-December 1

Annual Thanksgiving & Fellowship Meeting: Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
Evangelist: Brother Steve Strelecky, Newark, Ohio
Services times: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.;
and Sunday 10:45 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor E. David Stegmeier. Telephone: 503-266-9297

2020 Camp Meeting Dates
June 21-28
August 2-9
December 27-30

We welcome everyone!
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