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"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth."
Acts 1:8

M ADE W ITNESSES FOR C HRIST
Jesus came to this world to
save men and women from sin
and bondage. When He saves a
man, He saves him for service and
to be a witness for Him and His
cause. Christ does not save souls
and then abandon or leave them
to try to make their way through
life on their own. Jesus came and
lived an example for us to follow.
He suffered the reproach of sinful
men; He was mocked and tortured
by His persecutors. He willingly
laid down His life to die on the
Cross to free mankind from sin.
Before He died, He promised to
send His Holy Spirit to comfort,
guide, and direct all His believers.
His Holy Spirit dwelling in your
heart gives you the power to live
as He desires you to. Romans 12:1
tells us to "present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service." When you surrender
your body to Him, you can live a
holy life and be a faithful witness
of His goodness.
Being a faithful witness for
Christ and His Truth is so vitally
necessary today. This world is
steeped in sin and ungodliness,
and it is abounding on every side.
Our society is saturated with
false religions that believe and
teach people that they must sin a
little more or less every day. The
great masses of people feel that it
is impossible to live free from sin
and corruption. However, 1 John
3:9 tells us, "Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin; for his
seed remaineth in him: and he
cannot sin, because he is born of
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God." Being born again from
above and possessing the Holy
Spirit gives men and women
power to live holy and sinless
lives! Christianity shines brightly
when men and women live like
the Savior. Unbelievers may
argue about the doctrine, but it is
difficult to refute a life that is
lived in holiness and righteousness.
The world needs to see the
true light of Christ shining in
every place. There is an old song
that says, "What the world needs
is Jesus, Just a glimpse of Him;
What the world needs is Jesus,
Just a glimpse of Him; He will
bring joy and gladness, Take
away sin and sadness; What the
world needs is Jesus, Just a
glimpse of Him."
The world sees Jesus through
the life that you live before them.
A holy life lived in a darkened
world is like lighting a candle in
a room that has no light. It brings
illumination. Jesus worded it like
this in Matthew 5:14-16: "Ye are
the light of the world. A city that
is set on an hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle,
and put it under a bushel, but on
a candlestick; and it giveth light
unto all that are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven." Without the
Gospel light shining, those who
are lost cannot see the precious
Savior or the right way to live.
Therefore, many dear souls
[continued on page 18]

James 1:22 But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
23 For if any be a hearer of the
word, and not a doer, he is like unto
a man beholding his natural face in
a glass:
24 For he beholdeth himself, and
goeth his way, and straightway

forgetteth what manner of man he
was.
25 But whoso looketh into the
perfect law of liberty, and continueth
therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessed in his deed.
26 If any man among you seem
to be religious, and bridleth not his

tongue, but deceiveth his own heart,
this man's religion is vain.
27 Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is this, To
visit the fatherless and widows in
their affliction, and to keep himself
unspotted from the world.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Holding the Truth in
Unrighteousness
The authorship of this epistle
has been challenged by many
commentators. Several men
named James are mentioned in
the Bible, but it is generally
agreed that James, spoken of by
Paul in Galatians 1:19, is James
the Lord's brother. Most Bible
scholars agree that he is the author. James addressed this epistle
to the Jewish converts, and he
dealt primarily with true and
false religion.
Speaking of pure religion,
James made it clear that it is
accompanied by good works. If

you were to divide the book by
its main thoughts, you would
find that the two main thoughts
that he stayed on throughout the
entirety of the epistle were true
and false worship. James made
very clear the difference between
true and false religion.
We are living in a time that
has magnified religion far above
real salvation. We are living in an
age where many people think
everyone is right and there is no
wrong. They think it is just their
opinion in how they see it. In
today's society some people think
we should accept lesbians, homosexuals, transgenderism, and
same-sex marriage as commonGospelTrumpeter.com • May 2019

place, and even consider such
people as Christians. Contrariwise, the Bible speaks very plainly against men marrying men
and women marrying women. It
is sinful, it is degrading, and it is
a slap in the face of God. It is a
rebellion to His Word. I want you
to read some Scriptures from the
New Testament on lesbianism
and homosexuality.
In the Book of Romans, the
Apostle Paul laid down some
things, telling the people about
the wrath of God. In Romans
1:18-32 he stated: "For the wrath
of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold
3

the truth in unrighteousness;
Because that which may be
known of God is manifest in
them; for God hath shewed it
unto them. For the invisible
things of him from the creation of
the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power
and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse: Because that,
when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
"Professing themselves to be
wise, they became fools, And
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image
made like to corruptible man,
and to birds, and fourfooted
beasts, and creeping things.
Wherefore God also gave them
up to uncleanness through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between
themselves: Who changed the
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature
more than the Creator, who is
blessed for ever. Amen. For this
cause God gave them up unto
vile affections: for even their
women did change the natural
use into that which is against
nature: And likewise also the
men, leaving the natural use of
the woman, burned in their lust
one toward another; men with
men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their
error which was meet.
"And even as they did not
like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those
things which are not convenient
[and he did not stop there]; Being
filled with all unrighteousness,
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of
envy, murder, debate, deceit,
malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful,
proud, boasters, inventors of
4

evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding,
covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment
of God, that they which commit
such things are worthy of death,
not only do the same, but have
pleasure in them that do them."
How much plainer could
these Scriptures be? You do not
have to go into Strong's Concordance to understand the meaning. Paul started in verse 18 by
telling the Romans that God is
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who hold
the Truth in unrighteousness.
What did he mean when he said,
". . . who hold the truth in unrighteousness"? You have to
know the Truth to hold it. The
reading is simply speaking of
those who hinder the Truth.
The Sinner's Follies
Let us read what Jesus had to
say about the unrighteous. In
Matthew 23:13 He said, "But woe
unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye shut up the
kingdom of heaven against men:
for ye neither go in yourselves,
neither suffer ye them that are
entering to go in."
Luke recorded nearly the
same things, but he added a little
more to Jesus' statement. It reads
in Luke 11:52, "Woe unto you,
lawyers! for ye have taken away
the key of knowledge: ye entered
not in yourselves, and them that
were entering in ye hindered."
Those who were well versed in
the law told the truth in unrighteousness. They put emphasis on
traditions and dress, and the inward man was starved to death.
Washing their hands was more
important to them than washing
their hearts. God is against all sin,
and God also knows that the
road of life is difficult for the sinner.
Calvin Coolidge attended
church once, and he attended
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alone because of the condition of
Mrs. Coolidge. When he arrived
back home, he went up to his
wife's room to see how she was
feeling. She promptly reassured
him that she was all right and
asked him if he enjoyed the
sermon. He replied in a weak
affirmative, "Yes."
"What was it about?" she
asked.
He said, "Sin."
She said, "What did the
minister say?"
"He was against it," he
replied.
Paul went on a little further in
Romans, Chapter 1. Instead of
looking to God, man looked to
himself. He involved himself in
vain speculations and thought he
was wise. The Scriptures said all
the while he was a fool. Why? He
was a fool because he made his
own ideas, his own opinions, and
his own speculations the standard and the law of life instead of
the will of God. The sinner's follies consisted of making man the
master of his life. He found his
standards in his own opinions,
not in the laws of God.
We find in Romans, Chapter
1, that man worshiped the creature, or himself, rather than God.
He lived in a self-centered universe instead of a God-centered
universe. In other words, instead
of looking up to God, he looked
into himself, and like any man
who does not look where he is
going, he fell.
Ecclesiastes 7:29 reads, "Lo,
this only have I found, that God
hath made man upright; but they
have sought out many inventions
[or another word for that is 'devices']." The same verse from The
Amplified Bible reads, "Behold, I
have found only this [as a reason]: God made man upright and
uncorrupted, but they [both men
and women] have sought out
many devices [for evil]."
Men and women are always
seeking ways to get rid of vices
and addictions to better them-

selves in many areas. They will
go as low as they can but still
keep seeking other vices. It is
going to take Christ to deliver
them from their sinful conditions.
The world has many programs
that deal with the effects of sin
but not the cause. None of those
systems will give a person pure
religion.
"A Shadow of Good
Things to Come"
In the Old Testament the
word "purity" was used to describe things for the sanctuary,
such as the mercy seat. In Exodus
25:17, speaking of the mercy seat,
it reads, "And thou shalt make a
mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits and a half shall be the length
thereof, and a cubit and a half the
breadth thereof."
Verse 29 tells us, "And thou
shalt make the dishes thereof,
and spoons thereof, and covers
thereof, and bowls thereof, to
cover withal: of pure gold shalt
thou make them." Verse 31 states,
"And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work
shall the candlestick be made: his
shaft, and his branches, his
bowls, his knops, and his flowers,
shall be of the same." Almost
everything used in the tabernacle
had to be overlaid, covered, or
made from pure gold.
Under the old covenant,
everything was pure except the
worshipers. We read in Hebrews
10:1-4: "For the law having a
shadow of good things to come,
and not the very image of the
things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by
year continually make the comers
thereunto perfect. For then
would they not have ceased to be
offered? because that the worshippers once purged should
have had no more conscience of
sins. But in those sacrifices there
is a remembrance again made of
sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and

of goats should take away sins."
According to many religions
today, the same is true about
Jesus Christ. They say that it is
not possible that He could take
away sins. However, if that were
so, then we would be no better
off today than the people were
under the old covenant.
We read about the purity of
gold in the old tabernacle and the
purity of the things for the tabernacle. Today we are the tabernacle of God. Let me digress on this
and branch out on it. John wrote
in Revelation 21:1-4: "And I saw a
new heaven and a new earth: for
the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea. And I
John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is [where?] with
men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God.
And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away."
All Things Become New
What was John talking about
when he said that "God shall
wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither . . . any more pain"? He
was talking about those things
that accompany sin. When the sin
is gone, you no longer have to
lament over sin and the pain that
sin brings. In 2 Corinthians 5:17
Paul wrote the same thing when
he stated, "Therefore if any man
be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become
new."
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What are the old things that
Paul was speaking of? He was
talking about those things pertaining to the old life that
hindered you, bound you, and
prevented you from serving God.
He was speaking of habits, evil
thoughts, lustful desires, hateful
attitudes, sexual vices, and anything else that God shows you is
a detriment to His cause and His
will.
Pure religion consists of purity. Religion that is pure is founded on the pure Word of God.
When something is pure, there
are no elements in it to defile.
There are no elements in the
Word of God to defile it; it is
pure. I want you to read some
Scriptures that back that up. You
may ask, "How do you know the
Word of God is true?" Friend, it is
very simple. When you believe it,
it changes you. You can read
Good Housekeeping all you want
and maybe read a good story, but
it has no power to change you.
However, when you read the
Word of God and believe it, it
will change you into the image of
Jesus Christ.
Psalm 119:140 tells us, "Thy
word is very pure: therefore thy
servant loveth it." Proverbs 30:5
states, "Every word of God is
pure: he is a shield unto them
that put their trust in him." Psalm
12:6 says, "The words of the LORD
are pure words: as silver tried in
a furnace of earth, purified seven
times."
You cannot get saved through
man-made creeds and doctrines.
Salvation consists of believing the
pure Word of God. When a person believes the Gospel and adheres to it, then purity begins in
his life. What happens when you
first hear the Word of God?
Things light up in your life.
Things that you did not see before begin to come to your mind.
When I first heard the Gospel,
things started coming to my
mind that I was guilty of. I already knew I was guilty of those
5

things, but the Gospel made me
exceedingly guilty. Of course, the
devil went to work on me and
told me that I could not live right.
Well, no man can live for God on
his own, but God is stronger than
the strong man.
When you hear the Gospel
and obey it, what happens? Your
conscience gets purified. Speaking of the deacons, Paul said in
1 Timothy 3:9, "Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience." In 2 Timothy 1:3 Paul
wrote, "I thank God, whom I
serve from my forefathers with
pure conscience, that without
ceasing I have remembrance of
thee in my prayers night and
day." Your mind gets purified.
Second Peter 3:1 says, "This second epistle, beloved, I now write
unto you; in both which I stir up
your pure minds by way of
remembrance."
What else gets purified? The
heart gets purified. In Matthew
5:8 Jesus said, "Blessed are the
pure in heart: for they shall see
God." First Peter 1:22 states,
"Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that ye love one another with a
pure heart fervently."
When your heart is not pure,
you are going to struggle in loving others. The church consists of
those who are pure. You cannot
be a member of pure religion
without being pure yourself.
Your soul must be free from all
contaminants. If you have sin in
your heart, you are not pure and
you are under the wrath of God.
If sin is dwelling in your heart,
your religion is defiled and vain.
Too many people do not see the
church as divine.
A Separate People
The Church of God, wherever
it is located, is divine. It is separate and peculiar. The Apostle
Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 6:146

18: "Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord
hath Christ with Belial? or what
part hath he that believeth with
an infidel? And what agreement
hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I
will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.
"Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive
you, And will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." God does not want His
people to worship with idolaters
or spiritual fornicators.
The church is peculiar. I am
going to explain what being peculiar is. In the Old Testament it
meant being strange. We read in
Exodus 19:5, "Now therefore, if
ye will obey my voice indeed,
and keep my covenant, then ye
shall be a peculiar treasure unto
me above all people: for all the
earth is mine."
What makes God's people
peculiar? Deuteronomy 14:2 tells
us, "For thou art an holy people
unto the LORD thy God, and the
LORD hath chosen thee to be a
peculiar people unto himself,
above all the nations that are
upon the earth." Why are the
saints of God peculiar? We are
peculiar because we belong to
God. God is holy, and so are
those He possesses to Himself.
Titus 2:14 reads, "Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works." There
are the words "unto himself"
again.
The church is separate from
all Babylonian systems of worship. If you are attending a false
GospelTrumpeter.com • May 2019

system of worship, God is not
pleased. The Scriptures are very
plain when it comes to Babylon.
John wrote in Revelation 18:1-6:
"And after these things I saw
another angel come down from
heaven, having great power; and
the earth was lightened with his
glory. And he cried mightily with
a strong voice, saying, Babylon
the great is fallen, is fallen, and is
become the habitation of devils,
and the hold of every foul spirit,
and a cage of every unclean and
hateful bird.
"For all nations have drunk of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the
earth have committed fornication
with her, and the merchants of
the earth are waxed rich through
the abundance of her delicacies.
And I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her,
my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive
not of her plagues. For her sins
have reached unto heaven, and
God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her
double according to her works: in
the cup which she hath filled fill
to her double."
The Scripture says to reward
her double, and that is exactly
what the Church of God is doing.
Babylon got the truth poured out
on her in the sixth seal, and when
compromise set in and the call
diminished, God called another
ministry in the seventh-seal age.
When compromise comes in, God
moves out. All you have to do is
open the window a crack for
compromise to begin to work.
That is all the devil wants, just a
slight opening. When he gets in
there, whether it is in your own
life, in a congregation, in a nation, or wherever he gets in, he
will try to take over the whole
house. God is a jealous God, and
He is not about to share the
throne of your heart with someone or something else. There is a
pure religion and pure worship.

Do You Have Vain Religion?
Do you support transgenders,
lesbians, homosexuals, and samesex marriage? If you do, you are
supporting something that the
wrath of God is against. No matter who you are or what you
claim to profess, you know what
gender you are. When you were
born, your parents were not confused. The doctor was not confused. He did not scratch his
head and say, "I am sorry, but I
do not know what you have
there." No, the doctor announced
you as either a boy or a girl.
What did your parents do? They
gave you a name according to
your gender. The world is never
satisfied with being as God
created them.
Do not get caught up in the
lustful spirits that are prominent
in the world today. Young person, these spirits are in the
schools and all over. Do not mess
with them. Do not experiment.
You need to stay away from
these lustful spirits. Why? You
are not so smart that you cannot
be effected. God's wrath is
against these perversions.
Our Scripture text says in
verse 27, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father
is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, and to
keep himself unspotted from the
world." Throughout the history
of the church, men and women
have tried to substitute sacrifice
and service for lethargy and rituals. They have made religion
splendid and wonderful within
the church doors, but they have
neglected outside the church.
That is what James was talking
about. By no means is this saying
that it is wrong to seek to offer
the most spiritual, the most marvelous worship in God's house,
but James was saying that vain
worship is empty and idle unless
it sends a man out to love God by
loving his fellowman and by
walking purely. We should strive

for the best spiritual worship by
seeking God's face. If you love
God, there is a compelling force
within you to take the love of
God into the world so that others
might be saved.
How is your worship or
religion? James said it is either
vain and defiled or it is pure and
unspotted from the world. You
have either pure religion or vain
religion. If it is pure, it is not
defiled, and you are keeping
yourself unspotted from the
world. You will do activities
outside, such as visiting the
fatherless and the widows and
the sick. If your religion is vain
and defiled, then you have the
wrong religion. You could substi-

tute the word religion for worship.
They come from the same Greek
word.
How is your worship? Is it
pure? Husband, wife, do you
have turmoil at home and act as
though you have serenity at
church? If that is the case, you
need to go to an altar of prayer.
God does not want you to live
that way. The home should be a
haven of rest, not full of strife,
each one only for himself. Do you
have pure religion? If not, whatever you do, do not continue as
you are. Why? You are going to
have to face God at the Judgment.
(Compact Disc TR-2013)

Wondrous Freedom
O there's freedom, wondrous freedom,
In God's blessed, saving grace,
When sin's fetters are all broken
And in Christ we find our place!
O there's freedom, wondrous freedom,
Where God's waves of glory roll,
When the cleansing blood of Jesus
Is applied to heart and soul!
O there's freedom, wondrous freedom,
In God's love that we have found,
Till we sing His sweetest praises
Since no longer we are bound!
O there's freedom, wondrous freedom,
For the saints who live for God,
And go forth to serve and worship
As life's upward way they trod!
Selected
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John 12:35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest
darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth.
36 While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and
departed, and did hide himself from them.

Brother Larry Dishman
Living a Christian Life
in a Fallen World
Compromise is defined as "a
settlement of differences by
mutual concessions; an agreement reached by adjustment of
conflicting or opposing claims,
principles, etcetera." In negotiating a treaty or a business arrangement, compromise is often
necessary to complete the deal.
Each side must lay aside their
egos for the higher good. In the
church, in matters of opinion,
8

compromise is indispensable. For
instance, there can be compromises along the lines of choosing
carpet, paint colors, or light
fixtures for a church building.
Years ago, I was holding a revival for a brother, and he wanted me to bring carpet samples. I
brought a book that had many
different colors, and the pastor
and his wife came to a decision.
The pastor said, "Can I remove
this sample from the book?" and
I said, "Sure." He stood at the
door of the church, and one-byGospelTrumpeter.com • May 2019

one, as the people entered, he
said, "How do you like the new
carpet we are getting?" He said
he knew better than to take the
book of samples to the people,
because they would have wanted
many different colors. He handled it well.
The Lord's body is far more
important than any one person
getting his way. When it comes
to some things, we must be mature and wise enough to discern
the best path to take. Some people wonder if it is really possible

to be a real Christian in today's
world. They say that so much of
today's values are opposite of
Christian values. Many people
think it is not really possible to be
a genuine Christian in this day
and time in which we are living.
Of course, the Bible gives a resounding yes in answer to that
question. Yes, we can live the
Christian life in a fallen world.
Daniel and his friends are a
good example of living the Christian life in a fallen world. They
weathered the storms of compromise in their lives. I like what
Daniel said, and I have thought
about it many times. Daniel 1:8
states, "But Daniel purposed in
his heart that he would not defile
himself with the portion of the
king's meat, nor with the wine
which he drank: therefore he
requested of the prince of the
eunuchs that he might not defile
himself."
Compromise flourishes when
the decision to do right is not
made ahead of time. Daniel
made a decision ahead of time so
that when the time came, he
knew he was going to do the
right thing. Compromise can
even be found in politics in resolving disputes between two
enemies on issues of judgment
and liberties. However, compromise is deadly to souls when it
comes to honoring and obeying
the God of Heaven. When it comes to obeying God, there is no
room for compromise.
Some time ago, there was a
series of photos in a magazine
about a man by the name of Jose.
He was one of the top bullfighters in Spain. The photos showed
how he had lanced a bull with
the last and deadly thrust of his
sword, and the bull had fallen in
the dust of the arena. As the
spectators jumped to their feet
with a roar, Jose raised his arms
to accept their thundering praise.
However, one photo showed that
Jose had turned his back on the
bull, and it suddenly rallied. In a

final desperate rage, the bull
gored the bullfighter through the
back, and both Jose and the bull
died in a pool of blood in the
arena.
The Dangers of Compromise
What can we do to help one
another through the pitfalls of
compromise? If you know someone who has compromised his
moral or ethical integrity, if he
has turned his back in compromise, you need to warn him of
the "charging bull." Compromise
is very dangerous, and I fear that
many do not realize how dangerous compromise really is. We are
warned against moral and doctrinal compromise in the Word of
God. In the matters of doctrine
and Bible standards, compromise
becomes exceedingly dangerous.
Friend, it can have no place in
Biblical discussions. Men and
women of God have been known
to compromise on doctrines and
standards in order to find peace
with a nonbeliever or one who is
following a different gospel. Both
sides take their beliefs and rework them until they can find
something comfortable, so both
parties can be happy. Friend,
the dangers of that should be obvious.
There are three significant
problems with compromising
Bible doctrines and standards.
First of all, God's Word does not
belong to you or me; therefore,
we have no right to change it. We
have no right to say that something found therein is not important. Since God's Word does not
belong to man, we do not have a
right to compromise any of it.
The Bible says in Psalm 119:89,
"For ever, O LORD, thy word is
settled in heaven."
Someone once said, "God said
it, and I believe it, and that settles
it." I say, "God said it, and it is
settled whether anyone believes
it or not." God's Word is forever
settled. Deuteronomy 4:2 reads,
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"Ye shall not add unto the word
which I command you, neither
shall ye diminish ought from it,
that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God
which I command you."
Second, compromise means
making concessions. The definition of compromise means that
you give up a part of what you
believe in order to make another
person happy. Those with the
Truth must concede to error for
compromise to occur. Which part
of God's Word are you willing to
give up in order to get along with
others? I am not willing to give
up any part of God's Word to get
along with someone else. How
much false doctrine is acceptable
to God? No false doctrine is acceptable with God. Compromise
is often a false promise. One of
the truest tests of integrity is its
blunt refusal to be compromised.
It is a weak man who urges compromise, never a strong man.
Will you be weak in faith and
choose error so that weak hearts
can be appeased? I say not.
Third, compromising the
Word of God means that a person is placing the feelings of men
over the love of God. If you allow
something else to guide you
other than the Word of God,
there is going to be a conflict. I
love the Word of God, and I
made up my mind a long time
ago when I got saved that I never
want to compromise.
Light Has No Fellowship
With Darkness
I preached my first message
more than thirty-five years ago,
and what I believed was sin then,
I still believe is sin today. A lot of
folks cannot say that, because
they have changed their minds
about sin. They have changed
their minds about what is right
and what is wrong. God has not
changed His mind about sin. He
has not changed His mind about
what is right and wrong. Further9

more, He does not want His
people to do so. This is the reason
we are not to show approval to
those who are in error.
The Apostle Paul wrote in
Galatians 1:6-10: "I marvel that ye
are so soon removed from him
that called you into the grace of
Christ unto another gospel:
Which is not another; but there
be some that trouble you, and
would pervert the gospel of
Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed. As we
said before, so say I now again, If
any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have
received, let him be accursed. For
do I now persuade men, or God?
or do I seek to please men? for if
I yet pleased men, I should not be
the servant of Christ."
Does God want you to try to
gain peace by compromising Bible truths and Bible standards?
Absolutely not! The problem
with compromising on any issue
regarding sin is that light has no
fellowship with darkness. Paul
stated in Ephesians 5:8-11: "For
ye were sometimes darkness, but
now are ye light in the Lord:
walk as children of light: (For the
fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and
truth;) Proving what is acceptable
unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather
reprove them."
I thank God for the Truth!
Jesus said in John 8:32, "And ye
shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free." Thank
God, it not only makes us free,
but it keeps us free. A man's
greatest strengths are often his
source of greatest weakness. A
man who has strong convictions
and speaks out boldly for God's
Truth can become harsh and unkind. On the other hand, a man
could feel that he is oozing with
love and compassion, but if he is
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not careful, he will begin to tolerate everything and everyone,
thus compromising God's Truth.
I believe the latter error seems
to me to be a more common danger in the church. Often in the
name of love and out of the desire to promote unity, Christians
have compromised with the
world. Our standard always
needs to be Biblical. It must line
up with the Word of God. By the
way of long-term results, the
Scriptures are clear.
Any compromise with the
world, whether in doctrine or
morals or relationships, has disastrous consequences. Love that
compromises cardinal Truths is
not Biblical love. Compromise is
still sin. Compromise is doublemindedness. God wants you to
be courageous and to have a
heart of love. At the same time,
God wants you to be bold and to
stand against sin. We will then
have the power of God at our
disposal. Jesus made it clear in
Matthew 6:24, "No man can serve
two masters: for either he will
hate the one, and love the other;
or else he will hold to the one,
and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon."
Keep Your Heart Pure
From Compromise
Compromise begins in the
heart; therefore, you have to be
on your guard and watch which
way your affections are leading.
In compromise some say the militant spirit of the Gospel is replaced with what they call "a
more positive approach toward
sin and error" or "a kinder, more
gentle approach." However, Paul
said in 1 Timothy 6:12, "Fight the
good fight of faith, lay hold on
eternal life, whereunto thou art
also called, and hast professed a
good profession before many
witnesses."
When it comes to the Truth,
Jude penned in Jude 3, "Beloved,
when I gave all diligence to write
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unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to
write unto you, and exhort you
that ye should earnestly contend
for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints." When
people compromise in any way,
love for God becomes secondary.
What does the Bible say about
that? Mark 12:29-30 tells us: "And
Jesus answered him, The first of
all the commandments is, Hear,
O Israel; The Lord our God is one
Lord: And thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind, and with all thy
strength: this is the first commandment."
Jesus said in Matthew 6:21,
"For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also." You
must keep your heart pure from
compromise. Young people, middle-aged people, and even older
people must be careful to keep
their hearts pure from compromise. No doubt, that is what Paul
was talking about in 1 Timothy
1:5 when he wrote, "Now the end
of the commandment is charity
out of a pure heart, and of a good
c on sc ie nce, and of fait h
unfeigned."
Those advocating compromise are making the assumption
that compromise actually brings
peace and that God accepts compromise. Does compromise
work? No, my friend, compromise does not work. It means that
a person is willing to settle for
something less than one's convictions. Are you willing to do that?
Many times that is what
happens when preachers sit
down at a table to talk out
problems. They end up settling
for something less than the Godgiven convictions that they have.
Most of us can clearly see this
leads to many difficulties. For
instance, if a Christian compromises with an atheist, a compromise would require both to give
up something that they believe is
right and commit to something

that both of them might see as
objectionable. If they go that
route, Truth is no longer absolute
in the end. The problem is, compromise forces division of loyalty.
Compromise Leads One Astray
Many compromises are done
in hopes of softening Christianity
so that it can become more
acceptable to the non-Christian.
Friend, that thinking will not
work, because if you make
friends with the world, you make
God your enemy. The Bible says
in James 4:4, "Ye adulterers and
adulteresses, know ye not that
the friendship of the world is
enmity with God? whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the
world is the enemy of God."
Compromise leads the weak
astray. We should always be
protective of our children. They
cannot easily see things that will
damage them, and young Christians are like children. Jesus said
in Matthew 18:3-6: "Verily I say
unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the
kingdom of heaven. Whosoever
therefore shall humble himself as
this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
And whoso shall receive one
such little child in my name
receiveth me. But whoso shall
offend one of these little ones
which believe in me, it were
better for him that a millstone
were hanged about his neck, and
that he were drowned in the
depth of the sea."
To damage a newborn Christian is a serious matter. One time
Peter compromised. You can
read about it in Galatians 2:11-13.
Because Peter compromised, others followed. Peter's actions
made him more acceptable to
some Jewish Christians, but at
what cost? Friend, even some of
the strong were led astray, and
what did Paul do? Paul with-

stood Peter to his face, which
leads us to the questions, Why do
people compromise? and What is
it that people compromise? Some
people compromise the Truth to
gain greater numbers, to increase
money in the offering plate, or to
have a greater status in the eyes
of man. However, the Bible says
in 1 John 2:15, "Love not the
world, neither the things that are
in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is
not in him."
Why do other people compromise? Others compromise because of family ties. Have you
noticed Truth has the tendency to
change when a member of the
family falls into sin? Family ties
often keep people in denominations. Even when they get a little
light and see some things that are
wrong, family ties will keep them
in error. Sometimes people may
say, "Well, if I change, I would be
condemning what Mommy and
Daddy have stood for" or "If I
change, I would be condemning
what my grandpa and my grandma stood for, and they were good
Christian people." Well, they may
not have had the light that you
have, so you ought to walk in the
light that God has revealed to
you.
In Luke 14:26 Jesus said, "If
any man come to me, and hate
not his father, and mother, and
wife, and children, and brethren,
and sisters, yea, and his own life
also, he cannot be my disciple."
This does not mean that you are
supposed to literally hate your
mother and father, but it means
that you are to love these family
members less than you love God.
We have to love God most of all.
Artificial Unity
Some people compromise
because of fear. Fear manifests
itself in several ways. Some people fear losing friendships, so
that drives them to compromise.
They want to stay in good relaGospelTrumpeter.com • May 2019

tionship with their friends. I have
often said: "If you compromise to
win, you do not win. You have
been won." I have noticed several
people over the years who wanted to stand for the Truth but the
husband or the wife was pulling
in a different direction. He or she
did not want to go in that direction, so to save their marriage,
that person went along with him
or her. In most cases, they lost
their marriage anyway.
If your husband or your wife
is going to leave you for your
stand for holiness and righteousness, you do not have a marriage
anyway. A spouse is not supposed to put out his or her
spouse because they disagree.
The Bible says to stay with that
one if he or she is willing to stay
with you. Dear one, you ought to
try to save your marriage, but
you should not backslide to save
your marriage. It is not worth
losing your soul over.
Why do others compromise?
Some people do not want a confrontation, so they avoid it at all
costs. They think they have
created unity by avoiding differences, but that is artificial unity.
Our forefathers did not avoid
confrontation. Jesus did not
avoid confrontation.
Speaking of Jesus, Luke 23:5
says, "And they were the more
fierce, saying, He stirreth up the
people, teaching throughout all
Judaea, beginning from Galilee to
this place." Elijah did not just go
along. First Kings 18:17 reads,
"And it came to pass, when Ahab
saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto
him, Art thou he that troubleth
Israel?" I love everyone, and I do
my best to treat everyone right.
No doubt, you love your children, do you not? When you love
your children and they do wrong,
you confront them. If you do not
confront them, then you do not
love or care about them. As a
Christian, you should not leave
the impression that you approve
of error.
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Some people compromise
because of a lack of faith. That is
one reason people add entertainment to their worship. They do
not trust God's way of drawing
people, so they do the things that
false religion is doing to try to
draw people in.
Examples of Compromise
Solomon turned from God to
appease his wives. This great
man of God with all his wisdom
went as far as worshiping and
building worship places for false
gods. That tells me that if you
start compromising, you do not
know how far you are going to
go. You may say, "That is just a
little thing." Friend, that little
thing may lead you a long way
off, as it did Solomon.
You cannot play with
compromise because it is serious.
There is no compromise between
God and idols. You cannot partially violate God's law and get
by. James 2:10-11 reads: "For
whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point,
he is guilty of all. For he that
said, Do not commit adultery,
said also, Do not kill. Now if thou
commit no adultery, yet if thou
kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law."
The truth is, whenever
Christians compromise their
godly principles, they walk
dangerously close to a deadly
landmine. The story of King
Solomon reveals the terrible
consequences of the landmine of
compromise. God warned Solomon against alliances with Egypt,
but what did Solomon do? He
bypassed the Lord's instructions
and bought horses in Egypt.
Eventually Solomon found himself agreeing to an alliance with
Egypt and marrying Pharaoh's
daughter. It was not long before
King Solomon took other wives
who worshiped pagan gods.
What was the result of all of
this? You can read in 1 Kings
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11:4, "For it came to pass, when
Solomon was old, that his wives
turned away his heart after other
gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as
was the heart of David his father." It does not say that it came
to pass when Solomon was
young or middle-aged. It came to
pass when Solomon was old. It
can happen at any age. Consequently, the nation of Israel became weaker until it was torn
apart.
Satan's deadliest attacks are
usually subtle. The deceptive
power of compromise is among
one of the greatest threats to any
believer. One of the greatest
threats that we have is the deceptive power of compromise. The
first steps of compromise are the
most dangerous. When you take
one step in the wrong direction, a
direction that you know down
deep in your heart is unwise, it
can lead to ungodly actions and
ultimately lead to destruction.
When a congregation compromises, it does not happen
overnight. The devil wants any
congregation to compromise on
just one Truth. He is not going to
throw ten things at you all at
once. All the devil wants you to
do is back up on one little thing,
and he will work from there.
There is something deceptive
about compromise. If you give in
in one area, it just takes over. The
enemy will come in like a flood
when people start backing away
from God's Eternal Word. Of
course, the enemy will lie to you
and say, "A little of that is not
going to hurt you; that is a little
insignificant thing." Well, if that
is just a little insignificant thing,
you ought to leave it alone. The
devil will say, "You can handle
it." However, every time you step
across the line, what happens?
You endanger yourself in a way
that you do not even realize. I
believe that compromise is like
rat poison: even a little compromise can be deadly, so do not do
GospelTrumpeter.com • May 2019

it.
I was in a place one time that
had rat poison sitting out. The
name of it was One Bite, and that
is the way it is with compromise.
The devil wants you to take one
bite of it, and he will work from
there.
The Nature of Compromise
Satan makes sure the steps of
compromise are so small that you
cannot recognize them at first.
That is the reason you need to
decide right now not to live the
approved norm of the rest of this
world. Concessions usually begin
in small, insignificant ways, so it
is easy to underestimate their
potential damage. Compromise is
not usually a huge act of disobedience. More often, it starts with
a minor slip in your thinking and
in your behavior toward God.
Once you take that small step
toward compromise, the slope
becomes slippery, and each subsequent act of disobedience
becomes easier to rationalize.
Friend, every little bit of condemnation weakens your conscience
and makes it more difficult to
reverse the downhill trend. Conceding in one area opens you to
giving in elsewhere, and compromise always leads to defeat. The
devil does not want a foothold in
your life; he wants a toehold, and
then he will begin to work from
there.
Another example in the Bible
of compromise is a man by the
name of Jehoshaphat. This is a
story about a good, godly king
with a major weakness for compromise. The outward damage of
compromise may not be apparent
for a while, but it eventually
shows up. As I was driving in the
snow, I could see where the road
crews had put salt on the roads.
Driving your car on salted roads
in the winter brings inevitable
damage. It is not immediate, but
after a while the damage from the
salt begins to show up. Likewise,

with compromise, although you
may think it is little, it is going to
work something in your life that
you will probably never be able
to turn around.
Think about what a godly
man King Jehoshaphat was.
According to 2 Chronicles, Chapter 17, he sought the Lord and
walked in the commandments of
the Lord. He took great pride in
the ways of the Lord. He removed idols from the land and
sent out teachers to instruct people in God's law. In Chapter 20,
we see how his heart was for the
nation. It was threatened by a
vast army, and he called the people to prayer and fasting. You
can read the prayer in 2 Chronicles 20:6-12. This man was an
average man, but he was a man
of strong faith. If he suffered
from the danger of compromise,
I am convinced that it can
happen to anyone.
I want you to notice that in
pointing out Jehoshaphat's
problem with his wrongful
contact with the world, the Bible
does not condemn everything he
did, but it shows how he compromised. Compromise with the
world is dangerous because of its
subtlety. You can read how he
strengthened his position over
Israel, King Ahab's northern
kingdom. You can read about his
valued army and how he
forfeited the cities.
Next, King Jehoshaphat
promised the ungodly King
Ahab, "I am as you are, and my
people as your people, and we
will be with you in battle." Before
that, King Ahab finagled a way to
get his daughter married to
Jehoshaphat's son. Now think
about that. This godly man, King
Jehoshaphat, was one of the godliest kings to reign in Judah, and
King Ahab was the most despicable snake ever to coil on the
throne of Israel. Why did they get
together? I believe King
Jehoshaphat was a nice man and
probably thought how good it

would be to reunite the southern
and northern kingdoms. That
was probably the reason he gave
his son in marriage to Ahab's
daughter.
A few years later, King Ahab
invited King Jehoshaphat down
to the capital. Ahab rolled out the
red carpet, and after they had
gorged themselves on Ahab's
food, the crafty Ahab proposed a
project to Jehoshaphat. "Will you
go up with me against Ramath
and Gilead?" I believe the devil
ensnared him.
The Disastrous Results
of Compromise
The devil will not be up front
with you about the disastrous
results of compromise. He will
make things look wholesome and
right. Young lady, the devil will
not approach you and say, "Hey,
how would you like to be married to a drunken, pagan bum
who will abuse you and your
children and make your life miserable?" You would say, "Devil, I
don't want to do any such thing."
However, the devil does not
work that way. He will bring you
a nice, young man who will treat
you well. He may seem to be just
what you have always wanted,
except he is not a Christian. He
may attend church with you and
even promise that you can raise
your children in the faith. You
will not realize how it is going to
end. Most of the time, that is not
the way the devil paints the
picture.
Young person, the devil does
not walk up to you with a pitchfork in his hand and a diabolical
grin on his face and ask, "How
would you like to become a
drunk or a dope addict?" You
could possibly become a thief
and a liar to support your habit,
and it will ruin your health. He
will not tell you that you will lose
your home, your marriage, and
your children. He will not tell
you that you will not be able to
GospelTrumpeter.com • May 2019

hold down a job. The devil will
try to shred your relationship
with your family. Are you ready
to sign up? No, no one wants to
do that, but that is not what the
devil does. The devil says, "You
are worn out, why not go out
with your friends and drink a
beer, smoke a cigarette, pop a
pill, or smoke a little marijuana?"
That is what the devil wants to
do to you. That is how he works.
Often he says: "Have some fun
tonight and go and do something
different. If you want to be cool,
if you want to get a girlfriend,
you have to smoke cigarettes."
Then he gets you bound. He will
get you to a place where you say,
"I could never quit with the
drugs, the alcohol, and the tobacco."
The devil does not say, "How
would you like to get a venereal
disease, have a baby out of wedlock, or maybe kill one through
abortion?" He gets you to compromise and give in, and that is
the end result. The devil does not
walk up to someone and say,
"How would you like to destroy
two families by committing adultery?" No, he says, "It would be
exciting to have someone else."
That is the way the devil works.
That is how godly people can get
lured into compromise through
the devil. Compromise with the
world will draw you into a
wrong relationship. The company you keep is important.
I want you to notice how
King Jehoshaphat got drawn in
deeper and deeper because he
compromised just a little in the
beginning. That is exactly the
way it works. Friend, compromise started as a very little thing,
and it affected his children, his
grandchildren, and his greatgrandchildren. You can read
about it in the Word of God.
Someone may say, "It is no one's
life but mine." That may be true,
but your children, your grandchildren, and generations to
come will be affected by what
13

you do. Friend, I cannot paint a
dark enough picture of what
compromise can do in your life.
The Consequences
of Compromise
Lowering your standards
weakens your character, hurts
your personal testimony, and
will hinder your prayers. Compromise will corrupt your thinking. While you may believe that
you are making accommodations
in only one area, every aspect of
your life is going to be affected
by that one thing that you compromise in your life. For example, once honesty has been
breached in some form, it becomes easy to stop upholding the
truth elsewhere.
If you have compromised on
a principle that should have been
nonnegotiable, then you may
cease to think in terms of right
and wrong. You can very easily
grow defensive about concessions that you have made in your
faith and in your behavior, and
you may expect everyone to tolerate your errors and what you
have done. Finally, you distance
yourself from the Lord and become totally depraved. You are
out of touch with God and His
Word and the sustaining principles that define a victorious life.
In the end, some people will
regard you as untrustworthy,
because compromise eventually
destroys an individual.
Professing Christians are as
though they are swimming in the
ocean of this world and do not
even realize they are wet. Very
few people ever say, "I have compromised." You cannot convince
them of it. They might have told
you years ago, "If you ever see
me doing that, please come to me
and straighten me out." If you
went to them, they would
probably say: "I've done nothing
wrong. I'm okay. Why are you
coming to me?"
Compromise occurs when
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you underestimate evil and flirt
with temptation. It is always dangerous to underestimate even a
little compromise, because compromise is always a chosen way.
Opportunities to compromise are
everywhere. Satan is aggressive
and always waiting for you,
ready to pounce. Evil is all
around, and if you play with it, it
will eventually take you down.
The devil is your sworn enemy.
He is conniving, and he works in
concert with the world and the
flesh to entice you to compromise. The temptation to compromise is everywhere. Again, it is a
chosen way, and it can happen to
anyone, anytime, anywhere.
Think about this: Satan has
had six thousand years of experience bending the human mind,
and he is very patient. He could
not bring Solomon down when
he was a young man or a middleaged man, but he brought him
down when he was old. Think
about that great man of God
worshiping idols. The devil's
plan is to soften souls by gradually weakening their spiritual
defenses through worldly
compromise.
Compromise works by gradual erosion. The slow trickle of
erosion goes unseen by the unsuspecting eye. The devil can
dilute your moral resolve so that
you will not endure the real test
when it comes. When the devil
comes along with his baited trap,
he hopes that you are unable to
resist the temptation. The devil is
sitting back and waiting for you
to take one fatal step. Is his
patience working on your behalf?
Compromise Distorts
Judgment
Sometimes Satan appears as
an angel of light. When you are
drifting in compromise, all sorts
of evils can come into your soul.
Temptation is often a battle for
the imagination. It paints pictures in the mind of how you
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would be better off if you would
let down a little here or there.
Compromise ensnares you to
rationalization and deception.
How good are you at coming up
with good reasons for bad actions? I have been around the
church for a long time, and I have
seen a lot of people come up with
good reasons for bad actions, but
there is no good reason for a bad
action.
"Who is going to know?" the
devil says. That is what he will
tell you, young person. Or he
says, "A little will not hurt you."
Do you know what his favorite
thing to get you to say is? "After
this one time, I will never do it
again." Evil tries to convince you
that no one will know, and there
will be no consequences; but that
is a lie. There will be consequences.
Rationalization has filled the
jails, gotten people fired, destroyed reputations, and has
caused ministers to fall. Even if
your wrong escapes the sight of
others, it never escapes the notice
of your omniscient God. Gradual
compromise can blind the senses
and distort judgment. That is
what happens to some people,
and this is the reason it is deceptive. Compromise will distort
your judgment. You may say,
"Well, I do not think there is
anything wrong with it."
I laid carpet in a lady's house
years ago, and I will never forget
what this woman said. She told
me where she went to church.
My sons and I were there all day
long, and she told us this story.
She said: "Years ago, our church
had a beautiful standard, and
everyone lived it, but little by
little, things began to change.
Soon over half the congregation
had changed. I looked around
one day, and I was the only person still living the standard in
our entire congregation, but I
would not give in. After a while,
I thought everyone else was
doing it, so I might as well do it

too."
An amazing thing came out
of her mouth. She said, "You
know, I thought when I started
doing all those things that I
would feel bad, but I did not feel
any different."
When you get to the Judgment, you are not going to be
judged about how you felt about
things, but the Books are going to
be opened, and you are going to
be judged by the Word of God.
No one is going to say, "Well,
God, I felt it was okay." Your
feelings will not have anything to
do with how God judges you. It
will be "Thus saith the Lord."
That is what I am going to have
to face, and that is what you are
going to have to face. Often decisions are sudden. You do not sit
and reason them out. You do not
reflect on what the Scriptures say
about a matter. You want to
hurry and get it done. You do it
suddenly, and that is what
happens.
The Repercussions
of Compromise
Compromise always costs.
You cannot compromise without
it costing you. All sin has consequences. The consequences may
not occur tomorrow or be discovered for a long time, but you can

never escape the repercussions of
compromise. If you ever do it,
you may never be able to escape.
You might get straightened out
and get right with God, but you
will not be able to escape the repercussions of compromise. It
happens when you fail to commit
to do the right thing ahead of
time. You are underestimating
the evil of flirting with temptation by failing to recognize that
compromise is lurking at every
corner, by failing to resist the
smooth flatteries and the enticing
fantasies, by giving in to slick
rationalizations, by a sudden
deliberate choice to give in to sin,
and by failing to consider the
costly consequences of sin.
The remarkable thing about
those who have compromised
morally and ethically is that they
are just like you. You are just as
vulnerable. The most dangerous
attitude that you can take is, "It
can't happen to me." Oh, yes, it
can! Paul warned in 1 Corinthians 10:12, "Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall."
What changes have you made
in the last ten years? What
changes have you made in the
last twenty years? Have the
changes been for your good?
Have they brought you closer to
God? Some folks have made

some changes, and they have
taken them further from God.
Compromise will take you further from God. Are you more
spiritual because of the changes
you have made in the last ten,
twenty, or thirty years?
Sometimes people change
and say, "I don't feel there is anything wrong with what I am
doing." You had better watch
that. I wonder how another
twenty years is going to find
you? It is a good possibility that
if time lasts, in twenty years,
some people will not be able to
distinguish light from darkness.
Some people who used to love
the Truth and rejoice in the Truth
will no longer be able to distinguish between light and darkness. They will call evil good and
good evil; they will call light
darkness and darkness light. It
could happen to you, friend. This
is serious.
Compromise will take you
down like no other sin. I have
talked to you about the deceptive
power of compromise, which is
one of the most deceptive things
in this world. It is a tool the devil
uses to bring down a lot of folks.
You need to be on guard and nip
it in the bud, so to speak. Do not
go down that slippery slope.
(Compact Disc TR-2057)

Living by faith doesn't promise prosperity and promotion in this life, but it
does guarantee victory—victory over fear and doubt, shame, regret,
purposeless living, and hopelessness.
Living by faith positions us for miracles, enables us to defy the odds, turns
our weakness into strength, and creates conquerors out of everyday
people, average people like you and me.
Consider this: What might God be telling you to do that you've left undone?
Step out in faith. Trust Him and watch Him come through!
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Invasive Plants

James 1:21 reads, "Wherefore
lay apart all filthiness and superfluity
of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which
is able to save your souls." I want to
liken the heart to a garden. God
wants to break up fallow ground and
make something beautiful of your
life. Jeremiah 4:3 tells us, "For thus
saith the LORD to the men of Judah
and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow
ground, and sow not among thorns."
God cannot work with a heart full of
thorns and weeds. He needs to have
ground that is workable.
We have a trumpet vine in our
back yard next to our deck. During
the summer, this trumpet vine is
beautiful. It has large orange-colored
flowers, and it attracts hummingbirds. While the flowers are beautiful, I call this plant "the scourge of
the earth," because every year it
keeps getting bigger and I have to
prune it back.
Last year I cut it back to where it
was just a trunk sticking up out of
the ground, but it came back with as
much foliage as ever, and it had the
most beautiful flowers on it. However, it also drops seed pods all over
the ground, and we have little trumpet vines sprouting up everywhere in
the yard.
I did a little research on the
trumpet vine and learned a few
things about this beautiful but obnoxious plant. On the exterior they
may be beautiful, but once you get
past that exterior, you find that you
do not really want it in your yard.
The trumpet vine is considered to be
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an invasive plant.
An invasive plant is an alien
species brought in from somewhere
else. Often invasive plants overspread rapidly and overpower the
competition. Some invasive plants
take over the natural vegetation and
choke it out. This is part of the description that someone wrote: "They
are considered thuggish, ill-behaved,
and aggressive." I am describing a
plant and not a person, but some
people could be described like that.
There is nothing bashful about
the trumpet vine's vegetation. The
foliage can grow up to forty feet tall.
It can climb up trees and utility
poles. They thrive in full sun, but
they seem to grow everywhere and
anywhere. They can spread like
wildfire in new habitats.
Just like these beautiful and
seemingly harmless trumpet plants,
the enemy has things out there for
young people that seem harmless
and beautiful to attract your attention. From all outward appearances,
certain things may seem harmless
and beautiful, but you should not
allow them into your spiritual heart
garden. Do you remember the characteristics that I mentioned? Once
something takes root, it can be thuggish, ill-behaved, aggressive, and
take over your heart garden by force.
Invasive plants may come in
various forms, and the enemy knows
what will take root in your heart
garden if you let it. One thing that a
lot of people mentioned on some
plant forums that I was reading was
that you do not want to bring these
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invasive plants home and plant them.
One person said if you really want to
make enemies with your neighbors,
that you can go ahead and do that,
because these plants just take over.
Other people warned not to do that.
Once they take root, you are in trouble. That is the reason I call the
trumpet vine "the scourge of the
earth," because it is unbelievably
invasive and hard to get rid of.
An "invasive plant" that you
might allow in your heart could
come in the form of a boyfriend or a
girlfriend. Young man, you might
find an attractive young lady, and
from all outward appearances, she
might have a great personality, but is
she saved? After you fall in love, it
may be too late. You have emotions
and feelings, and it may be tough to
break off the relationship. Young
lady, the same is true for you. You
might find a charming young man
and fall in love with him. When
something takes root in the heart, it
is very hard to break it off.
Another invasive plant can be
reading material. In some reading
materials, the author might start out
with a very good series. However,
two or three books into the series,
suddenly things change. Everything
was clean for the first few books;
then the author starts inserting things
that a Christian should not be reading, but you are hooked at that particular point, so you continue to read.
Young person, everything you do
and everything you take in will
shape and form you. If you are putting garbage in, you are putting gar-

bage out. Reading material may
seem harmless, but what is it doing
to the Christian to read such materials?
The next "invasive plant" is the
Internet. The Internet can be a wonderful research tool. A lot of the
research that I did for this lesson
came from the Internet. There are
great forums that provide useful information.
Another "invasive plant" is
YouTube. YouTube has lots of videos that teach safety. There are many
that teach a variety of topics. On the
other hand, there are many ungodly
videos that are inappropriate for the
Christian to look at. We have wonderful inventions out there, but the
devil knows what will catch the eye
and what it will take for you to look
at something that you should not
look at. Once you throw open that
door, it may be very hard to stop.
Another "invasive plant" could
be your job. If that is taking time
away from church and your family,
it could be very invasive. Wrong
attitudes can be invasive. You may
even feel justified about having a
wrong attitude, but once that attitude
has taken root, it is hard to uproot.
Certain material things can be
"invasive plants." We live in a very
materialistic world today. People are
stuck on material things, and this can
creep into the church as easily as
anything else. The list of "invasive
plants" could go on and on. Because
of these invasive plants, the Spirit of
God is being choked out of people's
spiritual heart garden. Spiritual
things could be choked out because
you let invasive plants take root in
your heart garden.
These "invasive plants" spread
quickly, and in some cases, they
have an extensive underground network of root like parts called rhizomes that you cannot see. As a
result of rhizomes traveling underground, I have little trumpet vines
popping up here and there in our
yard.
The rhizomes are so widespread
that attempting eradication by digging them up is usually fruitless.

What happens is, if you cut the root,
that root will still survive, and then
you still have plants popping out of
the ground. The root systems have
been known to travel up to sixty feet
away from the original plant.
Once a person lets "invasive
plants" take root in his life, there is
no telling how much damage they
can do to a person's soul. You may
not see the effects of what is going
on until way down the road, and it is
too late. With these invasive plants I
cannot stress enough that trying to
dig them up to eradicate them is
usually fruitless.
The root system of an invasive
plant can even destroy parts of a
literal home. One person had a trumpet vine that climbed up a trellis
where the overhang of the house
was, and the trumpet vine got up into
the overhang and actually started
pushing the wood apart. It was on
the west side of the house, which got
all the rain that blew in. Now the
overhang is rotting where the wood
was damaged and will have to be
repaired. Some people even had
trumpet vines work their way into
parking lots and push up through the
cracks in the parking lot. Again, this
is characteristic of an invasive plant.
Their massive root systems do major
damage to homes, parking lots, and
structures, but sometimes you may
not realize it until the damage is
done.
Just as with a literal house, "invasive plants" can destroy your spiritual house. These plants do not stay
in the heart garden, but they can
overtake everything around them.
When these things happen, it can
affect your own spiritual life as well
as your family for generations to
come. It may even choke out your
spiritual life for good. What are you
allowing into your spiritual heart
garden?
As I mentioned earlier, the trumpet vine produces seedpods, and
those seedpods can have up to hundreds or maybe even thousands of
little seeds. Depending on the year,
we might have quite a few seedpods
or we might have very few, but think
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about when those seedpods break
open. That one "invasive plant" that
you allow in your life could produce
something that is totally out of
control.
What if you find one of these
"invasive plants" working in your
heart garden? Just like the literal
landscaper, you must act aggressively and persistently against these
plants. If you want to get rid of one
of these plants, you must be persistent. When it comes to an "invasive
plant" in your heart garden, you may
say, "I want to get rid of this thing,"
but many people give up too easily.
We have an enemy that is
aggressive and persistent, and you
must be more determined than he is
to overcome this. If you really want
help, you will have to call on God to
overcome this "invasive plant,"
whatever it may be. Again, these
"invasive plants" can be thuggish
and aggressive, and they will overtake you if you let them. If you want
help, you have a God who is willing
to help. In fact, He wants to help you
even more than you want help. God
wants you to succeed even more than
you do.
It may take much prayer and
fasting to get rid of an "invasive
plant." It may take many trips to an
altar of prayer and much counseling.
Whatever it takes to get rid of it, you
need to do it. How much is your soul
worth? It is worth much more than
this whole world, but many times a
person does not treat it that way.
Along with persistence, some
people say in forums that it may take
multiple applications of an herbicide.
Other places said that some invasive
plants will not respond to normal
herbicides. In other words, normal
herbicides will not even touch them.
It all goes back to being persistent.
You have to be persistent in keeping
things rooted out of your life. Sometimes you may get weary in the battle as you struggle with things. Perhaps you have heard someone testify
that when he got saved, he laid down
a certain thing without any problem,
but another may testify that he struggled with the same thing.
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Often when a person gets weary
in the battle, he may feel that he does
not have what it takes. Some may
fail to lean on the Lord as much as
they should. Sometimes I have
failed, and that was my problem.
May God help you to have enough
determination and persistence. If you
have something working in your life,
perhaps an "invasive plant," you
must be persistent and call on God.
You may need to seek godly counsel.
You must remove the entire root.
As I indicated earlier, it will not do
any good to remove a little of the
root. It is like weeding a garden. You
may as well not even weed the garden if you do not get the whole root.
You are not going to get rid of an
"invasive plant," or whatever is
working in your life, unless you get

the whole root. If I were to tear out
our trumpet vine and did not get the
entire root, the potential is great for
it to start sprouting again. That is the
reason it is really important to get
the whole root. Merely cutting the
root will not work.
How is your heart garden? Have
you been overtaken by some "invasive plant"? Have you let an "invasive plant" take root? Maybe at this
particular point, it has taken over
completely. You have a God who is
ready and willing to help you, and
He is faithful. I am thankful for the
faithfulness of God. He will point
out to you when something is starting to take root. When He does, you
had better take care of it. The Spirit
of God is faithful. God wants to help
you. He wants your heart garden to
be a beautiful place.

We have flower beds and a vegetable garden, and they are beautiful
to look at, but if we allowed them to
be overtaken by weeds or by invasive plants, they would not be so
pretty to look at anymore. Weeds
take away the beauty of a literal
flower garden.
Once "invasive plants" take root
in your life, it takes away all the
beauty. God wants your heart garden
to be a beautiful place.
If God has pointed out something in your life, you need to get it
taken care of. If you have had something take root, remember that you
have an enemy that is aggressive, so
you need to get these things taken
care of. If God is pointing something
out, you need to take care of it.

[Guest Editorial—continued from p. 2]

and faithfulness to Christ and His
cause will never go unnoticed or
unrewarded. You may not always
see the fruit of your witness as
you would like; however, the Lord
keeps the record strait. You
should never be discouraged at
what you see with your physical
eyes, but continue to press forward for the Lord.
Do you remember faithful Stephen? He was just an ordinary
man whom the Lord chose to wait
tables and administer to the widows and the fatherless. The Lord
used this humble servant to do
great things for Him and the
Kingdom of God. Stephen was
called to be a witness for Jesus in
the midst of a crowd of unbelieving Jews. These same men were
responsible for crucifying Christ.
Stephen boldly proclaimed the
Word of God and pointed his finger at these religious professors.
Acts 7:51 reads, "Ye stiffnecked
and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, ye do always resist the Holy
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do
ye."
Stephen's faithful witness that
day made an impression on a

young man named Saul of Tarsus.
Saul was later saved and became
Paul and was used of God in a
mighty way. Oftentimes one man's
faithful witness and great service
for the Lord will lead another to
salvation.
Have you ever thought, "What
if Stephen had not been faithful
and allowed the Lord to use him
to be a witness?" Maybe Saul
would not have been won to God.
He might not have had the chance
to become the mighty instrument
in God's hand to win many souls
to the Lord. If you have not read
the letters Paul wrote in the New
Testament, you should take the
time to read them. God used him
in a great way.
What if you fail to be faithful
to God and neglect being the witness He wants you to be? Failure
could result in some lost soul
never finding his or her way to the
Lord and salvation. This is a
sobering thought. God is counting
on each and every one of His children to be a faithful witness.
Christian friend, a lost and dying
world is waiting for you and what
you have!

stumble through life in the darkness.
Standing for the Truth, showing a sweet spirit in the difficult
situations and circumstances of
life has a great effect on the lost
and unbelieving. The saint that
faithfully endures severe opposition hurled against him proves
the Bible is true. It shows the
grace of God in powerful demonstration to those looking on. It
illustrates God's ability to keep
the trusting soul secure through
the tests and the trials that befall
him. Honest hearts watch to see if
Christianity really works when
the pressure is applied. A Christian's faithful witness has often
been the convincing element that
has won many a precious soul to
the Lord. In some homes where a
spouse is unsaved or backslid, the
saved companion was able to win
the unsaved to the Lord by living
a godly life. A faithful witness is a
good influence on that one who is
lost.
Living the life of a Christian
and being a faithful witness is
pleasing to the Lord. Your love
18
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Brother Steve Strelecky

Acts 8:26 And the angel of the
Lord spake unto Philip, saying,
Arise, and go toward the south unto
the way that goeth down from
Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is
desert.
27 And he arose and went: and,
behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch
of great authority under Candace
queen of the Ethiopians, who had the
charge of all her treasure, and had
come to Jerusalem for to worship,
28 Was returning, and sitting in
his chariot read Esaias the prophet.
29 Then the Spirit said unto
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to
this chariot.
30 And Philip ran thither to
him, and heard him read the prophet
Esaias, and said, Understandest
thou what thou readest?

31 And he said, How can I,
except some man should guide me?
And he desired Philip that he would
come up and sit with him.
32 The place of the scripture
which he read was this, He was led
as a sheep to the slaughter; and like
a lamb dumb before his shearer, so
opened he not his mouth:
33 In his humiliation his
judgment was taken away: and who
shall declare his generation? for his
life is taken from the earth.
34 And the eunuch answered
Philip, and said, I pray thee, of
whom speaketh the prophet this? of
himself, or of some other man?
35 Then Philip opened his
mouth, and began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him
Jesus.

36 And as they went on their
way, they came unto a certain water:
and the eunuch said, See, here is
water; what doth hinder me to be
baptized?
37 And Philip said, If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And he answered and said,
I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God.
38 And he commanded the
chariot to stand still: and they went
down both into the water, both
Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
39 And when they were come up
out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord caught away Philip, that the
eunuch saw him no more: and he
went on his way rejoicing.

Brother Richard Talbot
A Quest for Peace
I want to ask you a few
questions: Are you at peace deep
down inside? Do you have a
deep, settled peace in your soul?
Does God rule in your heart? The
rule of peace is a product of God.
God is peace, and Christ is our

peace. We who profess to be
saved should be people of peace.
Being at peace should signify the
true contentment of the soul. In
troubled times there should be a
peace that rules in your heart. In
times of trouble, that peace will
bring assurance, courage, and a
sense of boldness to your heart to
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face the enemy of your soul, to
face the troubled waters, and to
face the darkness that you are in.
This deep, settled peace
speaks to the absence of despair
and discouragement, or the spirit
of discouragement. It speaks of
the absence of complaint, finding
fault, and picky attitudes. Peace
19

does not make room for these
things to exist. The peace of God
is contrary to these attitudes.
Real peace speaks of a calm when
everything around you is in turmoil. You can have peace in the
midst of the storm. I want you to
realize that peace is available for
your soul. God has real peace for
every troubled heart.
I can picture this eunuch
desiring to find something that
would meet the need of his soul.
As he was reading down through
Isaiah, Chapter 53, his mind got
bogged down with all that he
was reading. He could not understand it.
We read in verse 29, "Then
the Spirit said unto Philip, Go
near [something there got his
attention], and join thyself to this
chariot." Ethiopia is a country
below Egyptian territory and a
far distance from Jerusalem. The
Ethiopian eunuch had traveled
hundreds of miles to Jerusalem to
worship. Evidently, he never
found what he was seeking in
Ethiopia. He had false gods there
to worship. They had systems of
religion and their beliefs. However, here was a man who was
seeking something more. He was
not at peace with himself, so he
was on a quest for peace. He was
searching for something more
real than the old, dead idols that
they worshiped in his own country; so he came to Jerusalem to
worship.
This was a man who was not
a Jew coming into Jewish territory to worship, seeking something, and he made quite a
journey to get it. According to
verse 28, he was returning home,
sitting in his chariot, and still
searching. As he was sitting there
in that chariot, he was not wasting time. Evidently, he did not
find what he wanted at Jerusalem. He was not satisfied down
in the depths of his soul, because
he was still searching. He had the
Book of Isaiah out, and he was
reading.
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"Join Thyself to This Chariot"
I can just picture this eunuch
desiring to find something that
would meet the need of his soul.
As he was reading Isaiah, Chapter 53, his mind could not comprehend it, yet something there
got his attention. Verse 29 tells
us, "Then the Spirit said unto
Philip, Go near, and join thyself
to this chariot." Possibly other
chariots were on that road, but
the Spirit of God singled out this
chariot because someone was
seeking the Lord. I thank God for
how the Holy Spirit can give us
that direction and lead us to the
very need of souls.
No doubt, this chariot was
traveling down the road among
many chariots. Philip could have
been confused if God said to find
a chariot and get in it. He would
not have gotten anywhere with
most people in those chariots.
Likewise, you will not get anywhere with most people you are
around, but there will be somebody in your life that you can
speak to effectively.
We need to be ready, prepared, and up to date spiritually
with God. Having the Spirit of
God will enable you to be ready
to meet the need of that soul at
your doorstep. God told Philip to
join himself to this one chariot.
Verse 30 reads, "And Philip ran
thither to him, and heard him
read the prophet Esaias, and said,
Understandest thou what thou
readest?"
The eunuch looked up, and
there was Philip running alongside. That was not a coincidence.
This man of God was assigned to
this task, to this particular chariot, and he said, "Understandest
thou what thou readest?" Do you
know what the eunuch said?
Verse 31 tells us, "How can I,
except some man should guide
me?" The eunuch desired Philip
to come and sit with him. This
was a sign of two things coming
together. God was moving on
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Philip, but he did not have any
business getting into that chariot
until the eunuch said that he desired Philip to come up with him.
He climbed up into that chariot,
sat down beside the man, and
began to talk to him about what
he was reading.
In verses 32-35 we read: "The
place of the scripture which he
read was this, He was led as a
sheep to the slaughter; and like a
lamb dumb before his shearer, so
opened he not his mouth: In his
humiliation his judgment was
taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is
taken from the earth. And the
eunuch answered Philip, and
said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself,
or of some other man? Then
Philip opened his mouth, and
began at the same scripture, and
preached unto him Jesus."
The Message of Christ
As I tried to imagine this
taking place, I thought what a
message that must have been! I
wish it was recorded word for
word. I can imagine Philip reading those Scriptures in Isaiah
where the prophet prophesied
about the Savior, speaking of
how He was going to suffer pain
and reproach, all the sufferings
that Christ had to bear, all to
bring peace to this man. The eunuch asked if the Prophet Isaiah
was talking about himself or
some other man.
Philip began at that point to
preach to him about Jesus. As
they traveled on their way, I do
not know how long that message
lasted, but I can imagine it was
not a short little discourse. I can
picture Philip bringing the
message of Christ to this man's
soul. As they traveled along,
something took place in the heart
of that eunuch, and he became a
believer in Jesus Christ.
Verse 36 says, "And as they
went on their way, they came

unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water;
what doth hinder me to be baptized?" Evidently in his message,
Philip covered water baptism. He
had to know about it from Philip;
he did not know about it ahead
of time. Philip must have told the
eunuch that if he was baptized in
Christ, he would be raised a new
creature in Jesus Christ and that
he needed to follow the Lord in
water baptism as a testimony and
as a symbol of ceremony that he
had died to self and had risen a
new person in Jesus Christ.
Verses 37-39 state: "And Philip said, If thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayest. And he
answered and said, I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
And he commanded the chariot
to stand still: and they went
down both into the water, both
Philip and the eunuch; and he
baptized him. And when they
were come up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord caught
away Philip, that the eunuch saw
him no more: and he went on his
way rejoicing."
This is a very unique incident
in the New Testament. It is almost an unreal thing that this
could actually happen. However,
God reached across all boundaries, all borders, and all situations. When He finds a seeking
soul, He will send help to that
soul. He will not abandon a seeking soul. Now, the seeking soul
also has a part to play. He has to
desire somebody to teach him.
We each need to desire somebody to teach us, to expound on
the precious Word of God and to
bring attention to the things necessary for the soul.
"The Chastisement of
Our Peace"
As I thought about this, I
began to wonder just what was
there in Isaiah, Chapter 53, that
caught this man's attention in
such a manner? What caused him

to focus on these things that he
began to contemplate and ponder? The Prophet Isaiah wrote in
Isaiah 53:4-10: "Surely he hath
borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted. But he was wounded
for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was
upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed.
"All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one
to his own way; and the LORD
hath laid on him the iniquity of
us all. He was oppressed, and he
was afflicted, yet he opened not
his mouth: he is brought as a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth. He was taken from prison
and from judgment: and who
shall declare his generation? for
he was cut off out of the land of
the living: for the transgression of
my people was he stricken.
"And he made his grave with
the wicked, and with the rich in
his death; because he had done
no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased
the LORD to bruise him; he hath
put him to grief: when thou shalt
make his soul an offering for sin,
he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of
the LORD shall prosper in his
hand."
What caused the eunuch's
attention to become fixed on
these verses? First of all, he read
about the sufferings of Christ,
how as a lamb, He was led to the
slaughter, and yet He opened not
His mouth. He read how Christ
was humiliated and how His life
was taken from Him. Why did
this capture this man's attention?
First, he did not know that it was
Christ at that time. He had never
heard of such a person doing this
for somebody else. To this eunuch, perhaps this was all new
territory. It was something that
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was just coming to his mind.
The eunuch also read in verse
5 how "the chastisement of our
peace was upon him." God has
everything to do with man finding peace. He bought peace with
His own life. He suffered and
bled and died for our peace. He
endured the scourging, the
thorns, the spit, the mockery, the
slaps on His face, and the bruising. He went through it all so
that we might have peace with
God.
Jesus suffered untold shame,
embarrassment, humiliation,
torture, pain, and agony so that
we could have peace in our souls.
As this eunuch was reading
about this, he realized that he did
not have the understanding to
know what this was all about. He
wondered who Isaiah was talking
about.
If you are not at peace with
God, God's Spirit will work on
your soul to bring you to the
same place of peace with God.
No doubt, this eunuch's attention
was drawn to his own lack of
peace. The Prophet Micah said in
Micah 5:5, "And this man shall be
the peace." The old prophets
knew what was going to come,
and they were letting the world
know that a Man would come to
bring peace to the soul. They
were not speaking of bringing
peace to the world, but they were
speaking of bringing peace to the
souls of men. You can have this
peace as an individual. Regardless of what happens in your life,
you can have genuine peace.
No Peace Outside of Christ
Ephesians 2:13-17 states: "But
now in Christ Jesus ye who
sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ. For
he is our peace, who hath made
both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in
his flesh the enmity, even the law
of commandments contained in
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ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so
making peace; And that he might
reconcile both unto God in one
body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby: And came
and preached peace to you which
were afar off, and to them that
were nigh." This is the victory
that we have. Christ, in His own
suffering, abolished the enmity,
even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances.
Mankind has always been on
a quest for peace. Human nature
searches for peace. It is part of
the way God created us. If you
do not have peace, dear one, you
desire to have it. Down deep in
your soul, you have a longing
and a hunger for real peace with
God. This quest for peace has
caused young people to sell
everything they have and go on a
journey. I have read many accounts of college boys quitting
their college education to travel
to try to find the answers for
their souls. Beloved, there is no
peace outside of Christ; He is the
Man of peace.
Many a person has sought for
peace throughout life and never
found it. Yes, in the quest for
peace, there is a force within that
drives all people everywhere to
find rest for their troubled conscience. Many turn to liquor or
drugs to quiet a troubled conscience and to ease the pressures
inside that they do not understand. They do not understand
the turmoil in the depths of their
being, and they seek things to
settle that issue. Others turn to a
depraved lifestyle to find peace
for the inner man. Sadly, with
persistent determination, you can
sear your conscience and harden
your heart against the real answer that God has.
This idea of peace is a serious
thing. There is no peace for a
conscience or for a soul without
surrendering totally and completely to God through Jesus
Christ. That soul inside of you is
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not fooled one minute by all the
efforts you make to find peace
somewhere else. You can look for
peace anywhere you want to, but
when it is all said and done, you
will not find peace outside
Christ, just as this eunuch found
that he was not satisfied in Ethiopia. He went to Jerusalem and
was not content with what he
found there. On the eunuch's
way back home, he was studying
the Scriptures of the Old Testament. No doubt, as he came
across those words in Isaiah,
there was something that captured his attention and drew his
mind to the real need of his life.
The word quest refers to the
thought of "a search or a pursuit
made in order to find or obtain
something." The idea of peace is
a state of mutual harmony, especially in personal relations, the
normal, nonwarring condition
existing in the heart.
My attention was drawn to
Isaiah 53:5 where it says that "the
chastisement of our peace was
upon him." The chastisement, or
the punishment, for you to have
peace was laid on Christ. He
endured all He went through so
that you could have peace in
your soul. This was His lot, and
He desired it. He willingly subjected Himself to the vilest torments that the enemy could think
up to do. He submitted to the
chastisement, the ridicule, the
beatings, the scourging, the
thorns crushed down into His
skull, the spit in His face, the slap
on His cheek, and the mockery
and endured the pain and the
suffering so that you could have
peace, so that you would not
have to suffer that way.
Each of us deserved the wrath
of God, but Jesus took it so that
we could have peace in our souls.
Sin is the very bane that robs
man of real peace. It is not how
big or how bad something is necessarily, but merely that sin has
been allowed to destroy peace in
the soul.
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Spiritual Development
Many parents strongly emphasize academics and getting a
college degree. They push their
children to make good grades
and to be serious about their
schooling, but everybody does
not have to go to college. Many
parents push and shove and insist that their children excel in
school and attend college. They
take pride in their children, and
they like to hold them up and to
say, "Look what my son or
daughter has done."
There are a lot of physically
abused children in the world, but
there are also a lot of spiritually
abused children. Some parents
do not seem to catch on how they
need to insist on spiritual development and on pleasing God. We
should instruct children to pray
about every move they make
concerning what classes to take,
whether or not they should go to
college, and if they do attend
college, what they should major
in. They should be taught to
place that before God and to submit themselves to His will.
Often parents do not seem to
feel they should push their children in spiritual matters. They do
not seem to insist on proper behavior, godly living, or really
getting involved with God and
with the church. Parents need to
push more in the spiritual sense
than in the academic world. It is
far more important. Parents need
to take the initiative to live by
example at home and to keep
focused on God in the home.
They need to make God the biggest part of their lives and let the
children know this is most important.
I am not against having fun. I
love to have fun and enjoy life.
There are many things that you
can do that represent good clean
fun. You do not have to be sober
and serious all the time, but you
ought to set your focus upon God
and let Him lead and guide you,

and you can find real peace for
your soul.
Young person, you are building a reputation, and a reputation
is important. Do not be foolish
with your life. Do not expect to
have a carefree, youthful existence, because there are responsibilities that you need to get hold
of. I am not taking your lollipop
away from you, so to speak, because you can still have the lollipop and live for God. Nevertheless, God should be the central
focus and force of your life.
Sin Is a Robber of Real Peace
Parents need to spend a lot of
time with their children, teaching
them how to avoid sin and how
to avoid sin's attractions and allurements. One good way to begin that is to start right in the
home. Do not let things come
into your home that you, as a
mother or a father, disagree with.
If you disagree with it, you need
to get it out of your home. You
are there to train those children

and to teach them, but if you
allow them to have things that
your own heart says they should
not have, then you are spiritually
abusing them and not giving
them the spiritual guidance they
need to have.
Too many parents are easily
pushed around by their children.
You need to take hold of this and
get back to ordering the children,
being a mom or a dad that will
do all you can to implant into
their hearts a desire to be all they
can be for God.
Some young people are
motivated more spiritually than
others. I do not know how to tell
you to get it except to really sell
out to God. Too many times their
attention is on the frivolous pleasures of life, the happy times, and
all the worldliness they can play
around the edges of. I want you
to know that if you really want to
serve God, you need to build a
foundation for yourself right
now.
The Scripture says to dig
deep, until you find the Solid

Rock, and then build on it. Do
not throw your life away by making foolish decisions that may
scar you for life. You need to establish a reputation of having
levelheaded thinking. You
should live to gain the confidence
of your parents. Children should
live so Mom and Dad can be
thankful for them. They should
be instructed to live so the pastor
can have confidence in them as
they grow up in the congregation. Over the years they should
be expected to be able to receive
some responsibilities in the work
of God. They cannot have those
responsibilities unless they have
gained the confidence of the pastor and the elders in the congregation.
The development of the
youth into spiritual men and
women depends upon their own
motivation to please God in their
lives. Sin is the very thing that
robs individuals of real peace.
(Compact Disc TR-827M)

"Cares and Prayers"
" Whatever affects you, be it a changed look, an altered tone, an
unkind word, a wrong, a wound, a demand you cannot meet, or a
sorrow that you cannot disclose, turn it into prayer and send it up to
God.
" Men may be too great to consider you r important matters, but
God is not too great to regard your small matters. Give yourself to
prayer whatever the occasion or need."
Selected
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"That Your Prayers Be Not Hindered"
How beautiful are the words,
"Behold, he prayeth" (Acts 9:11).
These words were said to
Ananias by the Lord regarding
Paul and were full of significance. Also, the fact that "he
prayeth," proved to be the trigger
and beginning of a wonderful life
of a great and exceedingly useful
Apostle. Just imagine what the
New Testament would be without Paul's writings.
We admit that many Bible
characters seemingly had only
bright spots in their lives, but this
was not true with the Apostle
Paul after he once surrendered to
Christ. What were Paul's two
brief prayers? First, we read in
Acts 9:5 that Paul said, "Who art
thou, Lord?" Christ answered, "I
am Jesus whom thou persecutest." Verse 6 tells us Paul's
brief but far-reaching prayer was,
"Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?" and thus a wonderful life of
usefulness began. This prayer, if
from a trembling soul and associated with firm decisions, can
transform any life today into a
useful life for Christ.
Paul exhorted in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to "Pray without
ceasing." Also, he wrote in Philippians 4:6, "Be careful for nothing;
but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known
unto God." I want to mention
here two good examples of
prayer. Prayer is wrestling, and
Jacob wrestled with an angel, or
perhaps God Himself (Genesis
32:30) all night. At daybreak Ja24

cob, yet so desperately feeling his
need, declared, "I will not let thee
go, except thou bless me" (Genesis 32:26). "And he [the angel]
blessed him [Jacob] there" (Genesis 32:29b). Jacob could have
stopped wrestling and praying,
as many do today without receiving the blessing he so much
needed, but he did not. His faith
was firm and his decision was
fixed, and he received the blessing, which altered the remainder
of his life. Does your life need
altering? Jacob is your example of
what God can do for one who is
fully surrendered to Him.
Now let us read in the New
Testament where Christ said men
(women too, of course) when
praying, "that men ought always
to pray, and not to faint." He
gave the parable of the importuning widow who would not cease
asking the judge to avenge her of
her adversary until she obtained
the help she needed. Then Jesus
asked, "And shall not God
avenge his own elect, which cry
day and night unto him, though
he bear long with them? I tell you
that he will avenge them speedily" (Luke 18:1-8).
The foregoing are general
exhortations to persistent, unceasing prayer so that we may
know, "The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much" (James 5:16b).
Now I wish to deal with
pertinent conditions for effectual
prayer today, as is introduced by
the title of this message. In 1 Peter 3:7 Peter told husbands how
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they should dwell with their
wives, after he had told the wives
in verse 1 to "be in subjection to
your own husbands." Then he
added, ". . . as being heirs together of the grace of life; that
your prayers be not hindered."
Godly wives can get their prayers
through when there is not unity
and agreement in the home. For
example, she might have an unsaved husband. Also, godly husbands under these unfavorable
conditions can also get their
prayers through, but victories are
reduced by any disunity of the
husband and the wife. Victories
are reduced also by disunity between brethren, and disunity
between members of a congregation and their pastor.
A well-meaning Christian
may give place to a spirit of criticism, looking for and magnifying
the human defects of one the
Lord has placed over them as a
shepherd, and such a spirit of
criticism will hinder the prayers
of the Christian and will also
hinder the prayers of the pastor.
It can happen that a whole
congregation can become so
tainted with the spirit of criticism
that in every service, instead of
seeking for something to build
them up and satisfy a hunger for
God, which they should have but
have lost, they look for defects in
the sermon, in the prayer, or in
the order of the service.
Every godly, Spirit-filled minister is a combination of the Holy
Spirit in an earthen vessel (2 Corinthians 4:7), and if one keeps his

or her eyes on the earthen vessel
instead of diligently listening to
the voice of the Holy Spirit instead of seeking soul food, they
get the husk of the corn instead
of the corn. Then they leave the
church with their mouths full of
husks which neither the Lord nor
the preacher intended for them to
eat. While some fill their stomachs with the husks, another may
lay aside the husk and let their
soul feast on the rich grains of
corn, or as Peter would say, on
the "sincere milk of the Word"
(1 Peter 2:2).
The critics, when they gather
around the table for dinner, begin
discussing some mistake the
preacher made, or that someone
thought he made, and the fortunate cook gets a rest from criticism of the food, at least for the
one day, on Sunday.
What happens to the children
of such a family? Unfortunately
they, not being reminded of the
good Word of God and helpful
advice to which they listened, or
could have listened, as a result, in
the same spirit of criticism, frequently visit other churches for a
while, then discontinue church
going, and it all results from
them, or their parents or associates, looking at the "earthen vessel" instead of feasting on the
sincere milk of the Word, presented by the Holy Spirit speaking through the lips of clay used
by the minister in presenting the
message that God and the Holy
Spirit gave for the educated or
uneducated and for well dressed
or poorly dressed.
What happens when criticizing families or members of such
families become sick and should
call for the elders of the church to
pray for them, to lay hands on
them or to anoint them with oil
in the name of the Lord for their
healing? Well, most frequently
they hasten to the hospital instead. Then, when they do call
for the pastor to pray, the prayers
are hindered by the disunity.

Taking the proper attitude at
church, looking diligently for at
least untainted grains of soul
food, would have maintained the
unity, the confidence, and the
faith needed to bring healing.
Power in Agreement
Jesus said in Matthew 18:20,
"For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of them."
Christ, in a very definite sense, is
with every child of God—every
Christian, but in another real
sense, He is in the midst of a
group, even "two or three" whose
interests are gathered around
Christ's name and His perfect
will.
Then, in verse 19, Christ said,
"Again I say unto you, That if
two of you shall agree on earth as
touching any thing that they shall
ask, it shall be done for them of
my Father which is in heaven."
Agreement, or unity, between
children of God is essential if
their prayers are not to be hindered, and also, as I have pointed
out, between members of a congregation and their pastor. Such
unity or fellowship can result
between believers in Christ, or
Christians, if they look for and at
the Treasure [the Holy Spirit] in
the vessel rather than centering
their vision and thoughts on size,
form, or human defects of the
vessel, with which the Lord has
entrusted the Treasure.
One disadvantage is in
having so many churches and so
little Christian unity and Holy
Spirit promoted cooperation. As
among business firms, there is
often sharp competition, and this
confuses precious, honest souls.
It is a pity that all cannot distinguish the difference in a Christlike church and a self-centered
religious group, and always
choose the simple, humble, selfdenying, really Christian church
instead of a Babylonian one. It is
a problem when a child of God
GospelTrumpeter.com • May 2019

does not understand Truth and
has two or more groups from
which to choose, when both
groups appear to be Christians.
In some cases, Hebrews 13:7
should help where Paul said,
"Remember them which have the
rule over you, who have spoken
unto you the word of God: whose
faith follow." This Scripture tells
the Christian to hold fellowship
with the one who has spoken the
Word of Truth to him. Let us also
notice 1 Corinthians 11:1 when
Paul said, "Be ye followers of me,
even as I also am of Christ." In
seeking to follow Christ, we also
become followers with other
Christians or Christian leaders to
the degree and as long as they
follow Christ—the simple lowly
Christ whose example was a holy
walk.
What is a way of choosing a
real Christian group? Well, as
with the attitudes of husband
and wife who need to be right
that "their prayers be not hindered," so attitudes among Christians should be right, with love,
fellowship, and real Christian
unity prevailing so your prayers
and the prayers of God's people
everywhere will not be hindered.
Let us remember that fellowship
is of the heart. First Samuel 16:7
tells us that "man looketh on the
outward appearance, but the
LORD looketh on the heart."
Some really Christlike people
who love the Lord supremely
may, because of their background
teaching, have some wrong views
on one or several subjects, but we
must love them as Christ loved
His disciples who were sometimes very slow to understand
what He desired them to know.
Finally, I say, "Let brotherly
love continue" (Hebrews 13:1) by
walking humbly and prayerfully,
"that your prayers be not
hindered" (1 Peter 3:7).
Selected
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MT. PLEASANT, PA
May 6-12

Revival: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Monday-Saturday 7 p.m. each evening; Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Paul W. Prinkey, 109 Salvation Lane,
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666. Telephone: 724-547-2151

MINERVA, OH
May 13-17

Revival: Mt. Zion Church of God, 13353 Lincoln St. SE, Minerva, Ohio 44657
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m.

May 18-19

Evangelist: Brother Jim Presley, Newark, OH
Service times: Saturday 6:00 p.m., & Sunday 10:00 a.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Leamon Whitehead. Telephone: 330-868-1016

MEDINA, OH
May 15-19

Revival: Church of God, 6745 Wooster Pike, Medina, OH
Evangelist: Brother Allen Polston, New Castle, Indiana
Service times: Wednesday - Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 6 p.m.;
Sunday 10:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Mike Miller. Telephone: 269-447-4227

KENSETT, AR
May 24-26

Memorial Day Fellowship Meeting: Kensett Church of God, 409 SE 2 nd St., Kensett, AR 72082
Evangelist: Brother Allen Polston, New Castle, Indiana
Service times: Friday evening at 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 2:00. A dinner will be served at 4:00 p.m.
The Saturday evening worship service will be at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship services will be at 11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
A dinner will be served after the Sunday morning service.
For more information contact: Pastor Calvin L. Foster.
Telephone: (Church) 501-742-3961 or (Cell) 501-593-5105

NEWARK, OH
June 16-23

Camp Meeting: Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055
The first service begins Sunday 10 a.m. Three services daily:10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
For lodging/camper reservations, please contact Bro. or Sis. Bush at 740-345-1213.
For further information contact: Pastor Roger L. Decker. Telephone: 740-344-2543

MUNCIE, IN
July 10-14

Camp Meeting: Ninth Street Church of God, 125 S 9 th Street, New Castle, IN
47362. The camp meeting will be held at the Central Friends ' Campground,
5601 E County Road 650 S, Muncie, Indiana. Service times: The first service
begins Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m.; Thursday - Saturday 9 a.m. & 7:30
p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. For lodging/camping reservations, please contact
Sis. Michelle Gingerich @ 765-808-8705
For more information contact: Pastor Allen Polston. Telephone: 765-521-8284

CANBY, OR
July 22-28

Camp Meeting: Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
The first service begins Monday at 7 p.m. Two services daily: 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
For further information contact: Pastor E. David Stegmeier. Telephone: 503-266-9297

26

GospelTrumpeter.com • May 2019

Spring Camp
Meeting
time will soon be here!

June 16-23
We encourage you to attend our old-fashioned
Camp Meeting here at God's Acres.
Three services daily: 10:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
(The afternoon service will be a teaching service.)
We have special services for children, youth services, morning
prayer services, inspirational singing, Holy Ghost preaching,
divine healing, and fellowship with the saints.
On the grounds we have a large air-conditioned dining hall that serves
delicious, home cooked meals and fresh baked pies and desserts,
snack stand, dormitories, and so much more. Most important of all,
you will hear anointed men of God preach the Truth.
The meals are reasonably priced (full-time evangelists and pastors
[with spouses] half-price). LODGING free-will offering basis.

We welcome everyone!
Send reservations to: Brother & Sister David L. Bush
725 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055
Call (740) 345-1213
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