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D ELAYED R ESPONSE
In this passage of Scripture,
we find the Psalmist David
mourning over the delay in
answer to his request. He was
desperately in need and desired God to intervene on his
behalf. To him it looked like the
Lord had forgotten about him.
As he agonized in prayer, in
essence, he asked, "How long
are You going to forget about
me, O Lord? Will it be forever?
Will You not respond to my
earnest petition?" David continued his plea by declaring that
his situation had been longlasting. He went on to say that
his faith had not wavered. His
obedience to God was up to
date. He continued to walk in
the path that the Lord had laid
out for him.
There are times in the
Christian life when God's
presence is hidden. In times of
severe trials, persecution, or
affliction, it may seem that you
are unable to find God anywhere. Although you may
earnestly search for Him and
offer up many prayers, yet no
answer is received. This often
leaves the troubled soul in distress. It is then that you must
be reminded that when God's
face appears to be hidden, you
need not be dismayed, for He
has not forsaken you. In
Hebrews 13:5 the writer
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penned, "I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee." Because
God does not answer as quickly as you want Him to is no
sign that He has forgotten you
or that He is unaware of your
situation.
In John, Chapter 11, we find
that Jesus' dear friend Lazarus
had taken seriously ill. Lazarus' sisters, Mary and Martha,
desired that He come and
attend to this grave matter.
Hearing of his sickness did not
overly alarm Jesus; therefore,
He deliberately tarried two
days longer before leaving.
When He was ready to go, He
told the disciples that He
would go now and awake His
friend from sleep. The disciples
did not realize that Lazarus
was actually dead and that
Jesus was going to restore His
friend to life. His delay in this
matter was designed to bring
greater glory to the Father and
to Himself. Jesus realized that
Lazarus was dead, and He
miraculously raised him from
the dead.
In Luke 18:1-8 we learn a
valuable lesson on importuning. Jesus was instructing us to
continue to pray and never to
become weary or fainthearted.
Although the answer to your
prayer may be prolonged in
[continued on page 7]

- Romans 5:1 Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 By whom also we have access
by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the

glory of God.
3 And not only so, but we glory
in tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience;
4 And patience, experience; and
experience, hope:

5 And hope maketh not ashamed;
because the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Lay Up Treasures in Heaven
I want to focus on verse 5 of
our Scripture text, which reads,
"And hope maketh not ashamed;
because the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us." In
our world, things abound around
us. We live in a world where lots
of false hopes will never be realized but will bring one to shame
and everlasting disappointment.
However, Paul made it very plain
in our Scripture text that our
hope in Christ will never bring us
to shame. Many objects are
sought after in this life, but never
obtained. Meeting only half of
God's conditions and partial

obedience are the roots of disappointment.
Those who have an empty,
formal profession of religion
without a definite change can
only end in bitter disappointment. The worldly individual
who lays down all his treasures
when he is summoned from this
life is going to be disappointed.
He put his treasures that he
worked so hard for in banks and
stocks, but he never thought
about the work of God. In fact, he
was too busy to concentrate on
both, so he chose that which was
tangible. Jesus said in Luke 12:34,
"For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also."
Many people, like the rich
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man in the Bible, do not have time
for God. Some even work two
jobs to put away money for a
rainy day, so to speak. You
should not be so involved in secular work that you have no time for
God. Many are so concerned
about increasing their bank accounts and investments that they
lay aside God. However, often
something happens and they have
to withdraw it and spend it. Some
are more concerned with how
much inheritance they are going
to leave their children than leaving them a godly heritage.
There is no other way to get
into God's Heaven except to put
God first in your life. You do not
impress God with how much is in
3

your bank account or with your
investments when you are not
living for Him. You might impress people, but what impresses
God is living for Him, putting
Him first, and laying up treasures
in Heaven.
Luke 12:16-21 reads: "And he
spake a parable unto them,
saying, The ground of a certain
rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within
himself, saying, What shall I do,
because I have no room where to
bestow my fruits? And he said,
This will I do: I will pull down
my barns, and build greater; and
there will I bestow all my fruits
and my goods. And I will say to
my soul, Soul, thou hast much
goods laid up for many years;
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be
merry. But God said unto him,
Thou fool, this night thy soul
shall be required of thee: then
whose shall those things be,
which thou hast provided? So is
he that layeth up treasure for
himself, and is not rich toward
God."
Jesus was saying that a man
who has not made provision for
his soul is a fool. In this parable
we find that the man made provision for this life, but no provision
was made for his soul, which
lives forever. Have you made
provisions for your soul? You
may be very wise in your work,
but have you taken the time to
make provision for your soul?
False Hopes
Let us look at some disappointments that have taken
place. I wonder, in the New Testament what did King Herod
think when he took the life of
James to please the people? There
was great persecution in the
church, and Herod was stirred
because of the Word of God. Acts
12:1-3 says: "Now about that time
Herod the king stretched forth
his hands to vex certain of the
church. And he killed James the
4

brother of John with the sword.
And because he saw it pleased
the Jews, he proceeded further to
take Peter also. (Then were the
days of unleavened bread.)"
King Herod got applause
from the Jewish people, but what
did God think about it? In that
same chapter, verses 21-23 tell us:
"And upon a set day Herod,
arrayed in royal apparel, sat
upon his throne, and made an
oration unto them. And the
people gave a shout, saying, It is
the voice of a god, and not of a
man. And immediately the angel
of the Lord smote him, because
he gave not God the glory: and
he was eaten of worms, and gave
up the ghost."
Herod had a false hope. He
certainly enjoyed the applause of
the Jews, but what did God
think? God kept silent while
Herod took the life of James, but
He visited that sin, and when he
visited it, it was a gross thing.
What hope did Judas have
when thirty pieces of silver,
which equated to approximately
six hundred dollars, proved to
be a disappointment? It was
contended that Judas was basically a nationalist. What does
that mean? He followed Jesus
because he thought Jesus would
lead to an independence movement against the occupying
Roman army. He thought that
Jesus was going to set up an
establishment where they would
be free from all the persecution
and the trials concerning the
Roman army. He felt betrayed
because Jesus did not do this. The
Roman army was despised by the
Jews.
What hope did Judas have
when he became troubled in his
mind? No one squealed on him
that he was wrong, yet He was
troubled. It says in Matthew 27:35: "Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he
was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests
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and elders, Saying, I have sinned
in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What
is that to us? See thou to that. And
he cast down the pieces of silver
in the temple, and departed, and
went and hanged himself."
Let us read the same account
in Acts 1:16-18: "Men and brethren, this scripture must needs
have been fulfilled, which the
Holy Ghost by the mouth of
David spake before concerning
Judas, which was guide to them
that took Jesus. For he was
numbered with us, and had
obtained part of this ministry.
Now this man purchased a field
with the reward of iniquity; and
falling headlong, he burst asunder
in the midst, and all his bowels
gushed out."
Some people say the Bible
crosses itself up. Acts, Chapter 1,
says Judas fell. Matthew says he
hung himself, but both accounts
were right. It is believed that he
indeed hung himself, but the rope
broke and he dropped twentyfive to thirty feet on jagged pieces
of rock. What took him there? It
was a false hope. Somewhere in
the deep recesses of his mind laid
the thought that he could get
away with this without negative
consequences. No doubt, he
thought, "Jesus will escape, and I
will have thirty pieces of silver;
then I can apologize and can go
on." However, it did not work
that way.
Man has a conscience that he
cannot get rid of. Once in a while,
my thought life goes back to the
past. I despise those thoughts,
and there is comfort in knowing
those sins are under the blood.
What brings them back? The conscience that God put within each
of us sometimes brings back those
memories.
In order for a person to hang
himself, he must have a lot of
despair. Man has a conscience.
Even the Internal Revenue Service
has a conscience fund in Washington, D.C., for those who feel

that they have cheated on their
taxes. People send in money to
relieve their consciences. Some
people have said things such as,
"Now I can sleep better at night."
The Internal Revenue Service
misses things, but God never
misses anything.
What Gives People
False Hopes?
Let us take a closer look at
this betrayal by Judas. The wisdom of God in this incident is so
outstanding. If Jesus had been
delivered up by one of His own
disciples, then people would say
that He was guilty or that he was
an imposter. Who would have
known Jesus better than one of
His own disciples, yet Judas himself said Jesus was innocent.
Judas declared Him innocent in
front of the elders before he
committed suicide, but the chief
priest and elders did not want to
hear that. Therefore, they said,
in essence: "See thou to it. What
do we care?" They were glad
to see Judas depart. Before he
hung himself, God had him give
open testimony that Jesus was
innocent.
Alexander the Great had
conquest after conquest in which
he was victorious, but he succumbed to sickness and fever at
the age of thirty-three. All the
victories gave him false hope of a
life of conquest, easy living, and
ruling kingdom after kingdom.
Right in the midst of feasting and
reveling, he got a fever, and that
fever kept increasing. They saw
him hang his head down during
the feasting. From then on, the
fever increased so much that he
passed away. With all of those
thoughts that he had, Alexander
the Great would have gone on to
try to conquer the then-known
world, but he succumbed to illness and had to give up his hopes
at the age of thirty-three.
Some build their hopes on
good works. Ephesians 2:8-9

says: "For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man
should boast." Do not put your
hope in good works. Although
works are necessary, they have to
be produced by faith in Jesus
Christ. Some people place their
hope in church membership. If
you have not been changed from
the sinful man that you once
were, you have no hope. Church
membership gives a false hope. If
you talk to some people about
religion, they say, "Oh, yes, we
have been Methodists for many
years" or "We are Presbyterians"
or "You should see the place
where we go to church now."
These are false hopes.
Isaiah 28:16-18 states: "Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD,
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a
precious corner stone, a sure
foundation: he that believeth
shall not make haste. Judgment
also will I lay to the line, and
righteousness to the plummet:
and the hail shall sweep away the
refuge of lies, and the waters
shall overflow the hiding place.
And your covenant with death
shall be disannulled, and your
agreement with hell shall not
stand; when the overflowing
scourge shall pass through, then
ye shall be trodden down by it."
False religion cannot take the
Truth, and not one of those
churches can preach on the cardinal teachings of the church. They
do not want their covenant with
death and agreement with hell
disannulled.
One time a friend of mine that
I worked with sent me an invitation to a wedding. It was held in
another state at a large complex
that they rented. They were very
wealthy. There was quite a large
crowd, and there was some
drinking going on. There in the
midst was their minister, and he
was tipping the glass, so to
speak. I asked my friend, "Is that
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minister drinking?"
He said, "Oh, yes, he just
marries them and buries them for
the family."
That minister was certainly
shy of an experience with God.
Such individuals do not want the
Truth. Why? It gets them out of
their comfort zone. They do not
want their covenant with death
and agreement with hell disannulled. False religion is a false
hope when the scourge comes
through. What is the scourge? The
scourge represents the Truth, and
it is the only thing that can disannul false teachings. When that
scourge comes through, it is like a
tormenter or a thorn. The only
way you can get rid of that is to
repent.
Some people place their hopes
on doctrines and creeds of men,
such as "once in grace, always in
grace." The Bible contradicts that
theory, yet many of these teaching
institutions teach that. Galatians
5:1-4 says: "Stand fast therefore in
the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto you,
that if ye be circumcised, Christ
shall profit you nothing. For I
testify again to every man that is
circumcised, that he is a debtor to
do the whole law. Christ is
become of no effect unto you,
whosoever of you are justified by
the law; ye are fallen from grace."
As you can see, these people had
fallen from grace.
What was Paul talking about?
To whom was he referring? Paul
was talking to those who had
been set free through the Gospel
but then turned back to circumcision under the old Law. You cannot fall from something if you are
not in it or a part of it. You cannot
fall off a roof unless you are on a
roof. Paul said they had fallen
from grace.
John sent a letter to the church
of Sardis, and he said in Revelation 3:5, "He that overcometh, the
same shall be clothed in white
5

raiment; and I will not blot out
his name out of the book of life,
but I will confess his name before
my Father, and before his
angels." John was talking to the
church at Sardis, telling them that
they had their name in the Book
of Life. Now it cannot come out
of the Book of Life if it is not in
the Book of Life. Revelation 20:15
says, "And whosoever was not
found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire."
Another false hope, which is
taught by the Roman Catholic
Church, is purgatory. That system of worship is total darkness.
Luke 16:22 reads, "And it came to
pass, that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels into
Abraham's bosom: the rich man
also died, and was buried." One
was in glory and the other was in
torments.
Prayers are said in the Roman
Catholic Church at high mass
and low mass to supposedly get
ones out of purgatory, or limbo.
However, Luke 16:26 states, "And
beside all this, between us and
you there is a great gulf fixed
[that word means settled]: so that
they which would pass from
hence to you cannot; neither can
they pass to us, that would come
from thence." There is another
false hope destroyed by the
scourge, or by the Truth.
The Hope of Glory
There is one hope that is
without shame. We can read
about it in Colossians 1:27, which
states, "To whom God would
make known what is the riches of
the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles; which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory." You can
rest on the promises of God's
Word and be anchored in His
eternal promises, not just to
know about Jesus and to hear
about Jesus, but Jesus in you is
the hope of glory.
We are the temple of God; we
are God's tabernacle. First Peter
6

1:3 reads, "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead." When a man is born
again, he is born into a lively
hope. Ephesians 2:12 states, "That
at that time ye were without
Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world." Paul
described the heathen world as
being without hope.
Socrates wrote this once, and
it is so true: "Not to be born at all,
that is by far the best fortune; the
second best is as soon as one is
born with all speed, return thither whence one has come." Socrates was a heathen, and he said it
would have been better not to
have been born at all, or if you
are born, to return quickly from
whence you came.
To the heathen world, the
world was a place where all
things faded and decayed, but
with Christ we have hope. That
hope comes from two things. The
Christian can always feel that he
was born, not of corruptible seed
but of incorruptible seed, by the
Word of God. First Peter 1:23
says, "Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for
ever."
The Christian has something
of the very seed of God in him;
therefore, in him a life which
neither time nor eternity can
destroy. Again, 1 Peter 1:3 reads,
"Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead." The
seed that we have within us came
about by the resurrection of
Jesus. The Christian has within
him a oneness with Jesus Christ
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who conquered death; therefore,
there is nothing of which the
Christian needs to be afraid.
Born Into Righteousness
First John 2:29 states, "If ye
know that he is righteous, ye
know that every one that doeth
righteousness is born of him."
When a person is born again, he is
born into righteousness. He is
cleansed from himself. The sins
that shackled him and the habits
that bound him no longer control
his life. He is given a power that
enables him to walk in righteousness. He is given power over
spiritual death.
John Wesley was a wellknown holiness preacher. We
sometimes use him in the thought
of sanctification. He was born in
1703 and passed from this life in
1791. Once he was asked a question about dying. A lady once
inquired of him: "Suppose you
were to know that you were to die
at midnight tomorrow. How
would you spend the intervening
time?"
His reply was: "Why, madam,
just as I intend to spend it now. I
would preach this evening at
Gloucester, and again at five tomorrow morning. After that I
would ride to Tetbury and preach
in the afternoon and meet the
societies in the evening. I would
then go to Reverend Martin's
house, who expects to entertain
me, talk, and pray with the family
as usual; then retire to my room at
ten o'clock, commend myself to
my Heavenly Father, lie down to
rest, and wake up in glory." That
is how John Wesley looked at life.
Why? The Christian has a hope
within his soul. Before we came to
Christ, we had no hope. We have
a hope in Jesus Christ. Hope
comes to all men through the
Gospel.
The Apostle Paul wrote in
Ephesians 2:11-14: "Wherefore
remember, that ye being in time
past Gentiles in the flesh, who are

called Uncircumcision by that
which is called the Circumcision
in the flesh made by hands; That
at that time ye were without
Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world: But
now in Christ Jesus ye who
sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ. For
he is our peace, who hath made
both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of partition
between us." Paul was one of the
"us," as well as the Jew and the
Gentile. Paul was a Jew. The

Gospel comes to all.
Joel 3:16 reads, "The LORD
also shall roar out of Zion, and
utter his voice from Jerusalem;
and the heavens and the earth
shall shake: but the LORD will be
the hope of his people, and the
strength of the children of Israel."
Why is there still hope today?
There is hope today because Jesus is still the mediator between
God and men. There is still hope
today because the Gospel is still
being preached. There is still
hope today because God's people
are praying, burdened for the
lost. There is still hope today
because God is still calling men

and women to leave the life in sin
and come to Him.
Our Scripture text says in
verse 5, "And hope maketh not
ashamed." What is your hope
built on? If it is not Christ, then
you are going to be very disappointed. If it is not in Christ, it is
not too late to change it. If you
believe the Gospel, it will change
you. You cannot be changed any
other way except through God's
Word. What is your hope based
on?

[Guest Editorial—continued from p. 2]

but she kept knocking on his
door, crying aloud, entreating his
help, and offering strong arguments that he was unable to resist. We find this judge feared
getting weary of her continual
coming and troubling him; therefore, he granted her petition.
It appears that her situation
was similar to Job's, when he
asked the question in Job 13:24,
"Wherefore hidest thou thy face,
and holdest me for thine enemy?"
Jesus was teaching that through
persistent agonizing, God will
avenge your needs quickly. Then
Jesus went on to say in Luke
18:8b, "Nevertheless when the
Son of man cometh, shall he find
faith on the earth?" In other
words, Jesus was asking, Will He
find those who will trust and

believe that He will supply all
their needs, regardless of whether they were spiritual, physical,
or financial?
God wants to do more for us
all, but many times the problem
is, some do not believe what He
has promised. Sometimes your
prayers may be hindered due to a
lack of obedience on your part.
Friend, if you refuse to do that
which He asks of you, then He
can and will delay answering
when you ask of Him. Hebrews
10:35 encourages and challenges,
"Cast not away therefore your
confidence, which hath great
recompence of reward."

coming, it is important to be
persistent. In this illustration we
find a widow who was weak and
defenseless, and she had a
serious problem. She had an
adversary that required intervention from a higher source.
She went to the judge to seek
help, but at first it was to no
avail. This was a man who neither feared God nor regarded the
needs of others. However, being
determined, she went to him to
be avenged, or vindicated, of her
adversary, but he paid her little
or no mind. It appeared that he
was not concerned about her
problem; therefore, he was not
planning to do anything about it.
It is unknown how many times
she went back to plead her case,

(Compact Disc TR-1970)

Selected

Salt Creates Thirst
At a missionary meeting some young people were discussing the Scripture, "Ye are the salt of the earth." One
suggestion after another was made as to the meaning of the verse. "Salt imparts a desirable flavor," said one.
"Salt preserves from decay," suggested another.
Then at last a Chinese Christian girl spoke out of an experience that none of the others had shared. "Salt
creates thirst," she said, and there was a sudden hush in the room. Everyone was thinking, Have I ever made
anyone thirsty for the Lord Jesus Christ?
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Jeremiah 23:3 And I will gather
the remnant of my flock out of all
countries whither I have driven
them, and will bring them again to
their folds; and they shall be fruitful
and increase.
4 And I will set up shepherds
over them which shall feed them: and

they shall fear no more, nor be
dismayed, neither shall they be
lacking, saith the LORD.
5 Behold, the days come, saith
the LORD, that I will raise unto
David a righteous Branch, and a
King shall reign and prosper, and
shall execute judgment and justice in

the earth.
6 In his days Judah shall be
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely:
and this is his name whereby he
shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Brother Abraham Burton
The Preaching of the Cross
I thank God for what He has
done for me. I am very encouraged to live for God in these closing days of time. I got saved at
seventeen years of age. I am
thankful for how God delivered
me from the wicked streets of
Chicago as a young man, saved
me, and gave me a mind to live
for Him forever. We have to settle it that we are going to live for
8

God unto death. We cannot have
reservations if we want God to
have His way in our individual
lives. God knows the future, and
all He wants from each of us is
our individual hearts. He does
not want part of your heart; He
wants all of it. Proverbs 23:26
reads, "My son, give me thine
heart, and let thine eyes observe
my ways."
We want to preach Christ
because only Jesus can meet our
GospelTrumpeter.com • July 2018

needs. I thank God that if a man
wants to change his life and will
humble himself before God, God
will save him. Romans 10:14-15
reads: ". . . and how shall they
hear without a preacher? And
how shall they preach, except
they be sent?" If there was ever a
time when we needed to hear
from God-sent men of God, it is
now. There are too many false
shepherds leading God's people
astray. We need to pray that we

will stay humble at the feet of
Jesus and at the feet of one
another so that Christ will be
lifted up. Jesus said in John 12:32,
"And I, if I be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto
me."
When a man of God is
anointed by God, there will be an
increase in your soul. You are
going to be challenged, and you
are going to have a greater desire
to serve God. You will not be the
same. In Jeremiah 23:4 the Prophet Jeremiah said, "And I will set
up shepherds over them which
shall feed them: and they shall
fear no more, nor be dismayed,
neither shall they be lacking,
saith the LORD." If you are facing
fears or if you are dismayed, you
need to hear the Gospel. He said
in Jeremiah 3:15, "And I will give
you pastors according to mine
heart, which shall feed you with
knowledge and understanding."
When you hear the Gospel, it
ought to take away fear and unbelief and bring encouragement
and determination to be more for
God. If you listen to a true man
of God, you are not going to be
dismayed.
False shepherds do not care
for your soul. They do not have a
burden to see you established in
the things of God. Sometimes a
man of God has to execute the
judgments of God. Sometimes he
has to tell you what you do not
want to hear, but it is because he
loves your soul and wants to see
you make it to Heaven. Isaiah
1:27 says, "Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her
converts with righteousness."
Verse 21 says, "How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was
full of judgment; righteousness
lodged in it; but now murderers."
We need the judgments of God.
First Corinthians 1:18-20
states: "For the preaching of the
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God. For
it is written, I will destroy the

wisdom of the wise, and will
bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the
wise? where is the scribe? where
is the disputer of this world? hath
not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?" If you are
leaning to your own understanding, you are going to make shipwreck. This world cannot help
you. You may listen to the theories and the philosophies of men.
In your mind you may try to reason out conviction, selling out to
God, and being all out for God,
but if you do, you are going to be
disappointed.
Isaiah 55:9 reads, "For as the
heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts."
You must follow God's ways and
God's wisdom, and you need
God's anointing. The Bible says
there is a spirit in man, but the
inspiration of the Almighty gives
you understanding. God has to
open your understanding and
show you what you need to do.
You need to have a humble heart
and say: "Lord, I will do whatever You say. I need You to be
my Shepherd. I don't want my
own way. I want You to lead me,
direct me, and control me. I want
to be saved, so I need Your help."
Jesus Is the Answer
The only One I can recommend to you is Jesus. Man cannot
help you, and institutions cannot
help you. He is what you need.
Where is the wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the disputer of
this world? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of this world?
It pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching to save those who
believe.
It is amazing when you see
what God can do with a life that
is wrecked. A counselor cannot
help you, your New Year's resolution cannot help you, and your
New Age books and philosophies
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cannot help you. However, when
you humble yourself, when your
heart becomes broken and contrite, and when you see that you
have made a mess of your life
and say: "Jesus, if You will come
in, I will surrender," and mean
that wholeheartedly, Jesus will
come in and transform your life.
That is how it works. You will
not want the cigarettes anymore.
You will not want to get high on
drugs anymore. You will not
want to drink anymore, because
Jesus will satisfy your soul. As
one old song says, "There's no
thirsting for life's pleasures, Nor
adorning, rich and gay, For I've
found a richer treasure, One that
fadeth not away."
Do you know Jesus? He can
change your life completely. He
will make you a new creature.
Second Corinthians 5:17 reads,
"Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new." This
is all because of Jesus. You cannot do it. If you do not meet
God's conditions, Jesus cannot do
it for you. God has to do it
through Jesus Christ; He is the
answer, and He is what you
need.
First Corinthians 1:26-29
states: "For ye see your calling,
brethren, how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble,
are called: But God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things
which are mighty; And base
things of the world, things which
are despised, hath God chosen,
yea, and things which are not, to
bring to nought things that are:
That no flesh should glory in his
presence."
God did this through Jesus
Christ. We all would be out in the
world wallowing in the miserable
life of sin and shame if it was not
for Jesus. We do not have any
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reason to be proud, to be selfrighteous, or to think that we are
better. We are not better; we are
just better off because of Jesus.
Jesus Christ is our peace, our
righteousness, and our salvation.
We are nothing without Him.
One Scripture says that all the
nations before Him are as a drop
in a bucket and counted to Him
as less than nothing. We stand
insignificant before an Almighty
God that does not even have to
look upon us, yet He has so
much love and compassion for
His creation. It is not His will that
any perish, but that all come to
repentance. The Bible says in
Jeremiah 31:3, "The LORD hath
appeared of old unto me, saying,
Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with
lovingkindness have I drawn
thee."
God is trying to draw you to
Him because He loves you. He
does not want you to continue
that downward spiral. He does
not want you to continue to have
wasted years. You can have deliverance. The Scripture says in
Matthew 1:21, "And she shall
bring forth a son, and thou shalt
call his name JESUS: for he shall
save his people from their sins."
No preacher can save you, but
Jesus can. Whatever your problem is, and whatever you are
struggling with, Jesus can deliver
you.
Walking With Christ
If you are saved but you are
in a battle or struggling with
temptations, Jesus can deliver
you if you settle it with Him. If
you will say in your heart: "Lord,
I don't want this thing. I want
You and only You. I want You to
be the center of my heart and
life," He will bring you through.
When God has seen that you
have settled it and you have no
reservations, God will do great
things! He will give you power,
and you will be able to face that
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temptation with victory in your
soul. You can sing as the song
says: "I've got my foot on the Rock
and my mind's made up. Though I
walk through the lonely valley,
though I drink from a bitter cup.
When the devil comes a-knockin'
showin' me an easier way, I stand
right square on my feet, I throw my
head in the air, I look him straight in
the eye, I say, my mind's made up!"
God will enable you to fight the
battle. God wants you to be able
to stand and endure some things.
What I think about things
does not mean anything. What
others tell you does not mean
anything. It is all about Jesus. Do
you know Him today? The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians
2:1-2: "And I, brethren, when I
came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony
of God. For I determined not to
know any thing among you, save
Jesus Christ, and him crucified."
Paul was a man of great accomplishments. He sat at the feet of
Gamaliel, spoke many languages,
and was a student of the law.
Also, he was in one of the strictest sects of the Pharisees. He had
a lot of knowledge that he could
boast of, but when God came into
his life, he said he counted all of
that but dung that he might win
Christ.
What are you holding on to?
What is so important in your life
that it is keeping you from
Christ? Education is important,
but not that important, because
education cannot save you. Paul
was not trying to impress anyone
with his credentials. Some people
are so affected by pride and arrogance, and they want to impress
others with their knowledge, but
God looks on the heart. He resists
the proud but gives grace to the
humble. Do not take me wrong
regarding education. I am not
speaking against it; it has its
place. It is a tool that can be used
to the glory of God; however,
you should not allow getting an
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education to keep you from serving God. You need to be in every
service that you can possibly be
in.
Hebrews 10:25 states, "Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as
ye see the day approaching."
Some people get so bigheaded
that they think they can do this
thing on their own. God has been
blessing them, so they have gotten the big head, and they are on
their way out. Hebrews 3:12 says,
"Take heed, brethren, lest there
be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief, in departing from the
living God." If you have received
Christ Jesus the Lord, you need
to walk with Him.
God starts the newborn babe
off right. He wants to be in every
service and cannot get enough of
the Word of God. He will say,
"Lord, help me and give me more
of Your Word." He has a desire,
and it is essential to maintain it.
What are you doing to maintain
your experience? Are you praying as you ought to pray? Are
you reading your Bible as you
should? Are you getting hold of
God for yourself? When you go
to church, are you an asset to the
worship services and not a hindrance? You need a pastor, and
you need to be obedient and
submit to him, because he is
watching for your soul. He is
taking care of the Church of God,
and you need him. We need divinely anointed leadership.
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:2,
"For I determined not to know
any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified." Do
you have Jesus? If you have Jesus, you can work together with
the saints of God. Many say they
have Jesus, but they cannot work
with others. Something is wrong.
You might not see everything as
others do or understand everything, but do you have Jesus?
God is going to be working on

each of us to bring us to the
knowledge of the Son of God, to
the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ. We are going
to be striving for that, but we
have not arrived.
Looking to Christ
First Corinthians 2:3-5 reads:
"And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much
trembling. And my speech and
my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but
in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power. That your faith
should not stand in the wisdom
of men, but in the power of God."
That is the way I am, because I
know I could mess up.
I want to stand in the fear of
God, and I want to do everything
that God would have me to do so
that I can keep His favor, keep
His anointing, and keep the
power of God. Just as you got
Him, you can lose Him. None of
us has made it to Heaven yet. We
are on "probation" right now, and
you have to make sure everything is just right. I am not going
to take a chance by missing services or by not paying my tithes.
I am not going to take a chance
by leaning to my own understanding, because Proverbs 16:25
tells us, "There is a way that
seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of
death."
The church is faced with so
many deceptive and deceitful
enemies today. As sheep, we
cannot see far enough. That is the
reason we need a pastor. Some
think they can see, but some enemies are rams with horns. That is
when you really need to get on
your knees, because you cannot
handle that. It is only by the
grace of God that God will take
us through. This is a serious
thing. A man of God must perfect
the people of God in Christ,
because we are nothing.
Men of God are not trying to

perfect you in themselves. We are
saying, "Follow me as I follow
Christ." We want to point you to
Jesus for everything you need.
Hebrews 12:2 says, "Looking
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand
of the throne of God." He went
through so much, and He is our
perfect example.
Jesus said in John 16:33b, "In
the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I
have overcome the world." Then
He said in Matthew 28:20, "And,
lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world." Jesus
is with you, and He is going to
help you to overcome if you will
stay humble, meek, and obedient.
Also, you must continue to
believe Him and continue to be
faithful in the things of God.
First Corinthians 11:28-32:
reads: "But let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat of that
bread, and drink of that cup. For
he that eateth and drinketh
unworthily, eateth and drinketh
damnation to himself, not
discerning the Lord's body. For
this cause many are weak and
sickly among you, and many
sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.
But when we are judged, we are
chastened of the Lord, that we
should not be condemned with
the world."
Hebrews 3:15 reads, "While it
is said, To day if ye will hear his
voice, harden not your hearts, as
in the provocation." It would
make preaching easier if people
would measure up and listen to
the voice of God. Christ is coming back for a blameless church
without spot or wrinkle or any
such thing. Sometimes children
are strong willed. You need to
know how to discipline your children. You have to deal with them
according to their needs.
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How Is Your Consecration?
Are you measuring to the
Word of God? Are you really
serious about serving God? You
must not play church. This is
serious. You are trying to make it
to Heaven, and you have a devil
that is walking around as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour. If you do not obey God,
you are not going to stay saved.
Are you faithful and obedient
to all the messages that you have
heard and to what you know?
The Word of God is what God is
going to use to judge you. By His
Word, you shall be justified or
condemned. Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but His Word is
not going to pass away. It is not
going to go forth void, so whether you listen to it or not, it is still
going to accomplish what it is
sent to do. Why? The Word of
God is a two-edged sword. It will
either save you or damn you.
When you stand before God, you
will be without excuse.
Second Corinthians 5:14-15
states: "For the love of Christ
constraineth us; because we thus
judge, that if one died for all,
then were all dead: And that he
died for all, that they which live
should not henceforth live unto
themselves, but unto him which
died for them, and rose again."
For whom are you living? When
you give your heart to God, the
first thing that you have to do is
to deny yourself, take up your
cross, and follow Him.
First Corinthians 6:20 reads,
"For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which
are God's." Christian friend, you
do not belong to yourself. You
owe Him a debt. Romans 12:1
reads, "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service." You are not doing
anything extra by being sold out
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to God and living the message.
That is what you are supposed to
do.
Second Corinthians 5:15-16
states: "And that he died for all,
that they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves,
but unto him which died for
them, and rose again. Wherefore
henceforth know we no man after
the flesh: yea, though we have
known Christ after the flesh, yet
now henceforth know we him no
more." You should not get so
close to others that you do not
obey the Truth. You should be
careful of whom you let influence
you.
Second Corinthians 5:17-20
reads: "Therefore if any man be
in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become
new [because when we are in
Christ, He makes all things new].
And all things are of God, who
hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us
the ministry of reconciliation; To
wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,
not imputing their trespasses
unto them; and hath committed
unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
did beseech you by us: we pray
you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." Do you know
Him? Are you saved? As an ambassador for Christ, I want to
urge you, you need Him in your
life, otherwise you are going to
keep going down. It is not going
to get any better. You need Him,
and I recommend Him.
Being Made a New Creature
Jesus will change your life
completely. He will make you a
new person in Him. He will give
you new desires. Some people
want to fix things before they get
saved. You cannot fix anything.
You have to come as you are and
lay it all before Jesus. He will fix
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things if you will let Him. He will
turn you around, change your
life, and make you a new creature. As a child of God, you must
realize that you are in Christ's
stead as a representative, and
you have this mandate from God
your Father. Your burden should
be to see souls saved.
Ephesians 2:11-12 reads:
"Wherefore remember, that ye
being in time past Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the
Circumcision in the flesh made
by hands; That at that time ye
were without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the
world." I thank God that He met
all my needs. I came to Zion for
the Truth, to the mountain of the
Lord's house. I thank God for the
Church of God. Everything you
need is in her; she is a holy city.
When you are in this city, you
can find anything you need.
Verse 13 says: "But now in
Christ Jesus ye who sometimes
were far off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ." I know this was
in reference to that great mystery
of how God was going to make
two groups one: the Gentiles and
the Jews. The literal Jews were no
longer going to be the special
people of God's love. God had
revealed to Paul this great
mystery.
Verse 14 reads, "For he is our
peace, who hath made both one,
and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us."
This is not about the Gentiles. We
know what God did for them. He
did a great thing and brought
them under the same message,
the same teachings, and into the
same church. When it comes to
unity, if you have Christ and if
He is your peace, there should be
no barriers. The only barrier is
sin. The only thing that keeps
people from fellowship is sin. I
thank God that He delivered me
GospelTrumpeter.com • July 2018

from Babylon, or false religion,
and I am not going back. Do you
have peace today? Do you know
what peace is? Peace is being free
from conflict, free from war, and
free from violence. Jesus is our
peace.
What did Abraham say to his
nephew Lot? He said in Genesis
13:8, "Let there be no strife, I pray
thee, between me and thee, and
between my herdmen and thy
herdmen; for we be brethren."
You should not allow strife to get
in and hinder you. It will drain
you spiritually. In essence, Abraham told Lot, "If you go to the
left, I will go to the right." I love
the humility of Abraham. Lot
was just along for a ride, so to
speak, with his uncle, yet Abraham humbled himself and allowed Lot to have first choice.
Like so many, Lot looked and
chose what he perceived to be the
best. When I am with someone
with greater spirituality than me,
I want to be humble.
Some people do not have
enough sense to know when to
be humble. That is the reason Lot
got himself into so much trouble.
All of Lot's troubles could have
been avoided, but pride caused
all of that. It is best to wait on
God and let Him be your guide.
Jesus said in Luke 14:11, "For
whosoever exalteth himself shall
be abased; and he that humbleth
himself shall be exalted." If you
become exalted, God will bring
you down.
Walking in the Light
People need to have the fear
of God in their lives. We all
should be careful of what we say,
what we do, and respect a man of
God. A spirit of rebellion can get
hold of people. Godly pastors
want to stand for Truth and put
forth wholesome teachings and
a good, wholesome standard.
What should you do? You ought
to submit and stay saved. God
will help you, and He will show

you what you need to do. You
need to keep taking in the Word
of God. God's Word will give you
light if you will keep being obedient.
First John 1:1-5 says: "That
which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which
we have looked upon, and our
hands have handled, of the Word
of life; [Who is the Word of life?
Jesus is. Sometimes you need the
testimony of an eyewitness.] (For
the life was manifested, and we
have seen it, and bear witness,
and shew unto you that eternal
life, which was with the Father,
and was manifested unto us;)
That which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that
ye also may have fellowship with
us: and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ. And these things

write we unto you, that your joy
may be full. This then is the
message which we have heard of
him, and declare unto you, that
God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all."
If you have sin in your life,
you have a problem, because
Jesus cannot fellowship over sin.
There is no sin in Him, and there
is no sin in His church. You have
to give up the sin business. You
have to be willing to turn away
from sin. Isaiah 55:7 reads, "Let
the wicked forsake his way, the
unrighteous man his thoughts:
and let him return unto the LORD,
and he will have mercy upon
him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon." Jesus came
to get rid of the sin business.
Hebrews 2:15 says, "And deliver
them who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to
bondage." You do not want to be

lost forever, and you cannot
shake that fear of death, but
thank God, if you allow Jesus to
come into your heart and life, He
will take away the fear of death.
First Corinthians 15:55a says, "O
death, where is thy sting?" He
takes away the fear of death, and
He will give you dying grace
when you need it. He is not
going to give it to you if you are
not dying. When you need it, He
will give it to you.
We read in 1 John 1:6-7: "If we
say that we have fellowship with
him, and walk in darkness, we
lie, and do not the truth: But if
we walk in the light, as he is in
the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ he Son cleanseth us
from all sin." He is our peace. Are
you walking in the light?
(Compact Disc TR-1947)

God's Way Is Best
I was once trying to explain to a physician who had charge of a large hospital the
necessity and meaning of consecration, but he seemed unable to understand. At last I said to
him, "Suppose in going your rounds among your patients, you should meet with one man
who entreated you earnestly to take his case under your especial care in order to cure him,
but who should at the same time refuse to tell you all his symptoms or take all your
prescribed remedies, and should say to you, 'I am quite willing to follow your directions as to
certain things, because they commend themselves to my mind as good, but in other matters, I
prefer to judge for myself, and follow my own directions.' What would you do in such a
case?" I asked.
"Do!" he replied with indignation—"Do! I would soon leave such a man as that to his
own care. For, of course," he added, "I could do nothing for him unless he would put his
whole case into my hands without any reserves and obey my directions implicitly."
"It is necessary, then," I said, "for doctors to be obeyed, if they are to have any chance to
cure their patients?"
"Implicitly obeyed!" was his emphatic reply.
"And that is consecration," I continued. "God must have the whole put into His hands
without any reserves, and His directions must be implicitly followed."
"I see it," he exclaimed. "I see it! And I will do it. God shall have His own way with me
from henceforth."
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How Old Must a
Child Be?

In a schoolhouse in Missouri,
the glad message of a present,
perfect salvation was being told.
Full and free is the Gospel of
God, and in simple language this
glorious truth was told.
Amid the throng listening to
the old, old story was a lad of
twelve years of age. His appearance was not attractive, and his
clothes were torn and dirty. He
came from a home where it was
a struggle to provide for the
twelve children of the family, but
the boy was loved of God, and
for him, Jesus the Son of God
had died.
Never had he heard the
message of life so clearly
preached before, and his soul
was strangely stirred as he listened. The minister was showing
that the Gospel was for all. He
told how the Savior of sinners

was calling for men and women,
boys and girls, young and old, of
every character and condition, to
come to Him for pardon and for
peace. Thus it was that the
tousle-haired boy was attracted.
Pressing his way through the
grown-up people who crowded
the hall at the close of the service, he made his way to the
preacher.
"Mister, how old does a boy
have to be to be saved?" was his
question.
"My little friend, you must be
just old enough to know that you
are a sinner in the sight of God,
that the Lord Jesus died to save
you, and that He wants you to be
His own. Would you like to be
saved?"
The boy bowed his head in
thought for a moment; then,
looking up, he said, "Yes, Mister,

I'd like to be saved right now!"
Then and there the lad
confessed his sins and his need
to the Lord, and he received
Christ into his heart—and the
Lord received the lad.
Great was his joy when, later,
a Bible was given to him. He
carried it often with his school
books and read from its pages
and built himself up in his most
holy faith.
In later years he delighted to
pass the message of eternal life
on to others, and the ways of his
life, as well as the words of his
mouth, told of the reality of that
transaction with God in the
schoolhouse in Missouri years
before.

Is Prayer Only for Self?
The story is told of a minister who called at Johnnie's house, and in the
course of the conversation, he asked him, "Do you pray every night, my
boy?"
"Naw," Johnnie replied, "some nights I don't want anything."
Some people share this selfish view of prayer. Prayer is not only for
personal petition, but it is for confession, praise, thanksgiving, worship, and
intercession for others. Prayer is a ministry of supplication for others and
adoration of God, as well as requests for self.
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Selected

Old-Fashioned
Camp Meeting
Canby, Oregon
July 9-15
F IRST SERVICE —MONDAY AT 7:00 P.M.

Two Services Daily
10:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

ÉÉÉÉÉ
We Welcome Everyone

ÉÉÉÉÉ
We extend a cordial invitation for you
to come and worship the Lord with us!
For reservations contact:
P as to r E. Da v id Ste g m e ie r
552 NW 2 n d Av e ., Ca n b y , O R
97013
T e le p h o n e : 503-266-9297

(Please make reservations
in advance, if possible)

GospelTrumpeter.com • July 2018

15

Psalm 18:2 The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust;
my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.
Psalm 18:30 As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust
in him.

Brother Richard Talbot
"In God Have I Put My Trust"
God is so good to us. As I
considered thoughts for this message, I thought, "What would
God say to us to prepare us for
an uncertain future?" Darkness is
crowding in thickly upon the face
of the world, and unfortunately,
it has crowded in upon the things
that are dear to us. Our country
is overwhelmed with darkness.
What would God say to His people in this dark age of time? He
would say two simple words:
trust Me.
We have no way of directing
16

our own steps. Every child of
God must learn to lean upon the
Lord and allow Him to direct his
steps. You have to allow God to
take you day by day, step by
step. You cannot live in the future, no matter how hard you try.
No one can live for tomorrow,
yet some people get so wrapped
up in tomorrow or next month.
You cannot live that way. You
may never reach that time, but
step by step, you need to trust in
God.
The devil may say to you,
"What about tomorrow?" My
answer is, "I will trust God toGospelTrumpeter.com • July 2018

morrow just as I did today."
What about the darkness? You
do not have to fear the darkness
if you are walking in the light.
Under Pharaoh's rule, when God
sent the plague of darkness on
the land, it did not touch the Israelites. They had the light of God
shining in their land. God's people do not need to fall under a
spirit of fear about tomorrow. We
should not allow ourselves to be
overtaken by anxiety and worry
and say, "Oh, what are we going
to do?" I know what I am going
to do. I am going to hide in God's
grace to the best of my ability. I

am going to trust the Lord.
Psalm 25:2 reads, "O my God,
I trust in thee: let me not be
ashamed, let not mine enemies
triumph over me." I will trust in
God. Psalm 37:40 says, "And the
LORD shall help them, and deliver them [His people]: he shall
deliver them from the wicked,
and save them, because they
trust in him." Psalm 56:3 states,
"What time I am afraid, I will
trust in thee." You may say, "I
thought you said that you would
never be afraid." No, I said that I
will trust Him. I do not have to
be fearful of the unknown, but
there are times when I tremble in
the human sense of what could
happen. I am a human being. I
am not a spiritual image; I do not
have a new body yet. The Rock
that I stand on, the Rock that I
am anchored in, does not tremble. There are times when I have
trembled as I stood on that Rock,
but what time I am afraid, I trust
in God anyway.
Psalm 56:4 says, "In God I
will praise his word, in God I
have put my trust; I will not fear
what flesh can do unto me."
Psalm 56:11 states, "In God have
I put my trust: I will not be afraid
what man can do unto me." You
can trust God. You can put this
into practice in your life. You
may ask, "What if . . ." You cannot answer that, but you can
trust God. "What about tomorrow?" You cannot answer that
either, but you can trust God.
God will never forsake His own.
He has pledged Himself faithful.
Church, the best thing you
can do is trust God; get a fresh
grip on the Lord, and hold tightly
to Him. Now, this does not mean
that because you trust the Lord,
you will not have severe suffering. It does not mean that you
can escape a tumultuous nation.
It does not mean you will not
have persecution. Things could
change quite drastically for
Christians in this nation. Things
have already changed more than

I ever thought they would. Trusting God does not mean that you
will be spared the wrath of God
as He pours it out on sinners, but
God will not fail you. Yes, you
may have personal tragedies and
personal losses, but God will
sustain, hold, and keep all who
trust Him.
Deliverance From the
Power of Sin
In Isaiah 12:1-6 we read: "And
in that day thou shalt say, O
LORD, I will praise thee: though
thou wast angry with me, thine
anger is turned away, [God is
angry with the wicked, and He
was angry with me in my sinful
rebellion against Him. God was
upset with me, but one day He
got my attention. I bowed down
and surrendered myself entirely
to His will, and His anger turned.
Jesus picked me up and wrapped
me in His loving arms, gave me
the kiss of forgiveness and said,
'Son, I died for you. I died to
change your life.' God's anger
was turned when I surrendered
to Him.] and thou comfortedst
me.
"Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and not be afraid: for
the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength
and my song; he also is become
my salvation. Therefore with joy
shall ye draw water out of the
wells of salvation. And in that
day shall ye say, Praise the LORD,
call upon his name, declare his
doings among the people, make
mention that his name is exalted.
Sing unto the LORD; for he hath
done excellent things: this is
known in all the earth. Cry out
and shout, thou inhabitant of
Zion: for great is the Holy One of
Israel in the midst of thee."
I want you to notice that
verse 1 begins, "And in that
day. . . ." Also, verse 4 begins,
"And in that day. . . ." There is
something special about "that
day." All through the Old Testament, God dealt with the chilGospelTrumpeter.com • July 2018

dren of Israel. He was pointing
them toward "that day." From the
time when they had the sacrificial
lambs and laid their hands on
that sin offering, their minds
went to "that day." The Law was
given to teach them as a schoolmaster, to lead them to that day
of Christ. In all of God's working
and dealing with Israel, all was
meaningless until the day of
Christ and better things. "In that
day," what is going to happen?
Revelation 12:7-12 tells us: "And
there was war in heaven: Michael
and his angels fought against the
dragon; and the dragon fought
and his angels, And prevailed
not; neither was their place found
any more in heaven. And the
great dragon was cast out, that
old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world: he was cast out into the
earth, and his angels were cast
out with him.
"And I heard a loud voice
saying in heaven, Now is come
['Now is come' starts a new age,
or a new dispensation. That starts
something brand new. What day
is that?] salvation, [Deliverance
and freedom from the power of
sin has come. The power of sin
has been broken by the blood of
Jesus Christ. The victory has been
fought and won. Souls can be set
free from the powers of Satan 'in
that day,' and that day 'Now is
come.'] and strength, [I want to
be as strong spiritually with God
as I can possibly be. I like the
strength of God in my soul. I like
to feel that I can defeat the enemy
of my soul. I like to look the devil
in the eye, so to speak, and rebuke him. The devil does not like
us. He is an agitating, irritating,
troublesome, bothersome, hardheaded spirit that does not take
no easily. I like a song entitled
'Victory.' You can shout it right in
the devil's face: 'Victory!' He does
not like that. He does not want
you to have victory.] and the
kingdom of our God, and the
power of his Christ: for the
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accuser of our brethren is cast
down, which accused them
before our God day and night.
"And they overcame him by
the blood of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony; and they
loved not their lives unto the
death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them
[we are raised up together to sit
in heavenly places with Christ
Jesus our Lord]. Woe to the
inhabiters of the earth and of the
sea! for the devil is come down
unto you, having great wrath,
because he knoweth that he hath
but a short time."
I thought about the Apostle
John on the Isle of Patmos as he
was getting this great revelation.
When he came down to this part,
I can just imagine what excitement must have been building up within him as this was
coming to pass. As he began to
see all of this taking place that we
read about in Chapter 12, he saw
such wonderful things taking
place. Verse 9 tells us that the
great dragon was cast out; that
old serpent and his angels were
cast out with him. After that,
John heard the words, "Now is
come. . . ." Then John began to
record this. Someone may ask,
"What is come?" John wrote,
"Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our
God, and the power of His
Christ."
Heed the Warnings
It is easy to sing the beautiful
songs and to testify in the services, but on the job and in the
schools with all the ungodliness,
you will have to rub shoulders
with unbelievers, agnostics, atheists, and all kinds of men and
women and boys and girls. You
are going to be persecuted and
pressured.
I remember one brother who
worked for a major car company
many years ago. He had a position high up in the corporation,
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but he got stuck at a certain level
for the rest of his time there. His
immediate supervisor disliked
him because he was a Christian.
He would not party with him
and the rest of the guys. His boss
would invite employees over to
his house for big beer parties, but
this brother would not attend. In
fact, his boss even smuggled
drinks into the workplace.
Although the brother was
stuck in one position for years
and never went any higher, he
never got bitter, he never reported his boss, and he never
personally caused him any
trouble. He was as nice to that
man as he could be, treated him
respectfully, and retired without
a blemish on his record. He paid
a price for the high standard that
he held, but he believed that God
would take care of him, and do
you know what? God surely did.
We have to trust God, but in
trusting Him, there is no guarantee that things are going to work
out the way we would like them
to. Also, for our own physical
well-being, we do not have that
guarantee either. Nevertheless,
God is true to His Word, and He
will not fail you. He will bring
things to pass. He will take care
of you because you are His child.
Do you truly believe that? Let it
be a part of you. If you do not
truly believe, you are going to
have trouble.
Many years ago, I read a true
story in "Reader's Digest" about a
Greyhound bus going down the
highway somewhere up in the
Northeast. One dark, rainy,
stormy night, the bus was going
down the highway at a good rate
of speed. There in the darkness of
the night, the driver saw a man
up ahead, standing out in the
highway beside his car, waving a
big flashlight to try to get that
bus to stop. The first thing the
driver thought was, "His car has
broken down, and he wants to
catch a ride on my bus." So the
bus driver did not stop.
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Unbeknownst to the bus
driver, the man was trying to
warn him that the bridge was out
right up ahead. That Greyhound
bus zipped right on by that fellow, out into the darkness of the
night, and the bus went off the
road over into a ridge and
crashed. Many people on board
that bus lost their lives that night
because the bus driver did not
believe what his eyes were seeing. He saw the warning light,
but he scoffed at it and did not
take it seriously. He should have
stopped or slowed down to see
what was wrong.
So many religious people are
going headlong down the highway of life, and God, the saints,
and pastors are waving the warning light: "Slow down! Stop!"
They do not believe it. What I am
telling you is, you need to take
the warnings seriously. God is
challenging you to trust Him. He
will take care of you. You must
believe there is a God, before
whom the whole world will
stand and answer to one day.
Resist the Force of Evil
We must believe there is an
opposing force of evil. Satan is
against every work of God. There
is a force of evil against you. You
must be convinced of these two
Biblical facts in order to understand what deliverance is all
about. Salvation has always been
fought by opposition. You do not
have to be saved for very long
until you feel yourself in a real
battle, a strong temptation, unbelief, doubt and fear, or having
questions. Satan is there to do
everything he can to oppose your
forward walk with God. He is
right in front of you, and He is
behind you. He is a spirit, just as
God is a spirit. Satan is all around
you. He crowds into your
thoughts. He crowds into your
feelings. He crowds into things
that you try to accomplish mentally. The devil is there to destroy

your walk with the Lord.
Your salvation experience
will be full of dangers, snares,
troubles, and trials, and it is all
designed by Satan to bring about
your spiritual defeat. Satan is
sentenced to an eternity in hell.
All he is doing is waiting on that
final day. Satan already knows
where he is heading. He is out to
drag down every one of us with
him that he possibly can. The
devil is determined that you do
not make Heaven your home.
When you are determined to
go one direction, Satan is determined for you to go another
direction, and it is not going to be
easy. You are going to have to
resist, fight, struggle, and strive
against evil. You cannot be
passive or tolerant and ignore it.
You have to fight it, resist it, rebuke it, and push strongly
against it.
Satan has been at work in all
the ages of time, from Adam and
Eve until this very day. He is a
force to be contended with. First
Peter 5:8-9 says: "Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary
[The devil is your personal adversary. He is going to pick you
out of a crowd and fight against
you. Young person, Satan is going to single you out and try to
separate you from everyone he
can and fight against you. This is
an individual conflict.] the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour:
Whom [what are we told to do?]
resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are
accomplished in your brethren
that are in the world."
Oh, how important it is to be
steadfast and resist in the faith.
Satan is ever so vigilant to crush
and hinder you from ever coming
to terms with Christ. He is out to
block you from getting saved.
The devil does not want you to
give up your own sins. He does
not want you to give up your
sinful habits, the things that you
are bound with. Satan will not let

you give those things up freely
and willingly. If you give them
up, you are going to have to fight
for your life. You are going to
have to fight for your salvation.
You are going to have to strive to
enter in at the strait gate. For
some, it may be easy, but it was
not easy for me.
I had to die spiritually to
myself, and I like myself. The
biggest thing for me to do was
own the fact that I could not have
my own way anymore. I could
not do it belligerently or arrogantly. No, I needed to rend my
heart and say: "O God, I'm sorry.
Forgive me for my sins. I have
rebelled against You, and I am
not worthy to be saved." A contrite heart brings the blessings of
God.
The devil, your adversary, is
against you and against anyone
who is considering getting saved.
Satan is going to tell you: "You
know that you love that habit too
much. You know you want to
hold on to that too much." You
may say: "There is no way that I
would ever come that way. I will
resolve myself to let life take its
course." You are setting yourself
up for destruction. He is out to
crush Christ from the lives of
those who lay claim Him as
Savior.
Stay Close to the Fire
In Revelation, Chapter 12, the
power of pagan Rome thought it
was fighting against fellow humans, against the system of men
and women, not realizing that in
fighting this fight, it challenged
Heaven to a duel. Pagan Rome
was fighting against the
morning-time church, looking at
it as fighting against mere people. Pagan Rome said: "We can
defeat them. Let us burn them at
the stake! Let us kill them all! We
can take their property, their
money, and all they have. We can
put some of them in prison and
keep them locked away." Little
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did pagan Rome realize that it
was fighting against a power that
it had never contended with before: the power of God in His
people.
I read in one place that
during the years of Roman persecution, for every person who was
martyred, burned at the stake, or
died in a torture chamber, ten
people were converted. Roman
soldiers converted and Roman
Catholic people were converted.
Pagan Rome saw the power of
God in many of those lives.
Again, Revelation 12:10 says,
"Now is come salvation." Verse
8 states, "And prevailed not"
against mere man. Pagan Rome
would have had no trouble prevailing, but it did not have any
chance at all in prevailing against
the power of Christ in men and
women. God needs a people to
fill with His Spirit and send them
out into the darkness of the
world to confront Satan. He does
not need cowards. He needs men
and women with the Holy Ghost
dwelling in their beings. That is
how God has always worked
with His people.
If you sit in heavenly places
with Christ Jesus, you must expect war with the opposing
forces of evil. Your spiritual life
will be challenged. Your experience will undergo strong tests.
Satan will never give up trying to
wear you out and worry you so
that you gradually allow the
power of God to slip away. So
many good Christian lives have
allowed that heartfelt, divine
unction of God in the soul to
grow colder all the time. If your
heart gets cold and you drift
away from the fire of that Holy
Spirit power, you are not going to
have the strength you need, the
courage you need, or the anointing you need for being caught up
in a feverish battle for your soul.
You may say, "Do you mean it is
going to be a terrible time out
there?" It already is.
I got saved in 1963, and it has
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been a spiritual fight ever since.
It has not gotten easier. Although
some things have gotten easier,
the fight has gotten harder. Over
the years, you learn a lot about
how to fight this fight. You need
to learn how to sense what the
devil is going to do.
The devil does not give up.
Satan is after you to get you upset, frustrated, and irritated. He
wants to get you to feel beside
yourself in anger if he can. He
knows that if you start acting
unseemly, he has you where he
wants you. You need to stay
close to the fire.
A Triumphant Savior
As I was studying for this
message, I thought about the two
disciples on the road to Emmaus.
Jesus had been crucified, so they
walked along feeling discouraged, downhearted, probably
looking about like vultures with
their heads down and their
shoulders hunched over as they
walked along. Someone joined
them on their journey and began
to talk to them and asked them
some questions. No doubt, the
disciples thought: "Are you new
here? Do you not know what has
been going on?"
Jesus began to expound the
Scriptures to them. As the disciples arrived at their house, Jesus
acted as though He was going to
travel on, hoping they would
invite Him in. They grabbed
Him, held Him back, and asked
Him to stay the night with them.
When they sat down and broke
the bread, Jesus took it and

blessed it. What a blessing that
must have been! The prayer of
Christ, the anointed, resurrected
Messiah blessed that bread, and
their eyes were opened, and then
He disappeared. They looked at
one another as if to say: "Did you
see that? Do you realize what has
happened?" They were amazed
and said in Luke 24:32, "Did not
our heart burn within us, while
he talked with us by the way,
and while he opened to us the
scriptures?"
Our hearts need to have that
feeling with the preaching and in
the reading of God's Word. Our
hearts need to have some interaction. Their hearts burned within them, and it convinced them
as He blessed that bread. Their
eyes were opened, and they went
back to Jerusalem. They had a
victory to share.
If you believe, the devil is
defeated, and Christ has triumphed openly over him. No
doubt, the devil was laughing
when Jesus was on the Cross. He
probably thought, "I have Him
now," but he was crying another
tune when Jesus was resurrected
as a triumphant Savior. He
brought victory over death for all
mankind. You do not have to be
a sinner anymore. You do not
have to be bound by the prison
bars of terrible habits. You do not
have to be overwhelmed with a
spirit of evil. There is not enough
darkness to crowd out true light.
In the darkness there will
always be things that will trip
you up. I remember when I was a
little boy, probably around seven
or eight years of age, I was afraid

of the darkness. Were you that
way? I saw lots of things in the
dark. I saw spooky images in my
bedroom, floating down the corner of the room. I thought I saw
faces hiding around the door
looking at me, and when I would
look up, they would disappear.
When I was laying in my bed, I
thought if my arm, leg, or foot
hung over the edge, Satan was
under my bed with a sharp
sword, ready to cut anything that
was hanging over. Sometimes I
would wake up with my foot
hanging over the edge of the bed,
and I would jerk it back into the
middle of the bed and break out
in a terrible sweat, thinking about
these things.
Many people are bound in
darkness, not expecting any real
trouble. Your eyes can get accustomed to darkness, and you can
see a lot of things when it is dark,
but you cannot see obstructions.
They are going to be there. Do
not live in the darkness of your
sin. Do not live in the darkness of
your rebellion. You do not need
to live in the darkness of unbelief.
You can find Christ real to your
soul. That little light that gets
ignited inside you will begin to
chase all the darkness away, and
great light can come into your
heart. You can have victory and
the power of God and His Christ
working in your life. Won't you
let the Holy Spirit have His way
in your soul? If you have a need,
you need to take it to the Lord in
prayer.
(Compact Disc TR-1654)

If you have God's promise for a thing, isn't that enough?
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Camp Meeting
July 11-15

Ninth Street Church of God
of New Castle, Indiana
invites you to attend Camp Meeting at
Central Friends' Campground
5601 E County Road 650 S, Muncie, Indiana 47302
Two services daily, except Wednesday: Thursday-Saturday 9:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. & Sun. 9:00 a.m.
(The first service begins Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m.)
Three meals served daily, including continental breakfast
Snack stand will be open after the evening services
Air-conditioned dining hall. Age appropriate activities during non-service times.
Lodging is available on the campgrounds. Campers & Tents are welcome
Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
Please bring your own bedding & towels

We welcome everyone!
For reservations contact: Sister Michelle Gingerich @ 765-808-8705
For further information contact: Pastor Allen Polston @ 765-521-8284
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Brother Steve Strelecky
The Responsibilities
of a Steward
Scientists, governments, and
politicians put before people that
our natural resources are depleting. They make it political and
spend billions of dollars talking
about our resources and how we
will not have enough for future
generations. I am thankful that
God knows all about that, and
He is in control of those things.
God wants people to be good
stewards over what they have.
When you hear the word stewardship, your mind may go to
money. Some parables in the Bible have to do with that, but
stewardship covers every facet of
life. You are to be a good steward
over every facet of your life, and
this is called whole-life stewardship.
Stewardship covers your
time. How well do you manage
the time that God gives you? The
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Bible says to redeem the time.
Two passages of Scripture, one in
Ephesians and one in Colossians,
instruct you to redeem the time.
What does that mean? You ought
to make the most of your time
and take advantage of opportunities. Stewardship covers your
finances. How wise are you in
your financial dealings? You
need to ask God to help you in
knowing how to spend your
money wisely. How wise are you
in your financial dealings?
Stewardship covers taking
care of your body. Do you take
care of yourself as you ought to?
God wants you to take care of
yourself. Your body is the temple
of the Lord. If you put junk in,
you are not going to feel very
well.
Stewardship covers your
soul. Your soul is the most precious thing that you have, and
you ought to watch out for your
soul's well-being. The Bible says
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to keep your heart with all diligence, because your heart is the
center of your affections. How
well are you keeping your heart?
Stewardship covers your family
or anyone who has plans to have
a family someday. What a great
responsibility! How well are you
managing your home? Are you
setting a proper example for being a good steward? Stewardship
covers your talents. God has
given you at least one talent.
How well are you using that talent? Are you using that talent
effectively for the Lord?
Stewardship is the careful
and responsible management of
something entrusted to one's
care. A steward manages the possessions of someone else. A man
employed on a large estate is to
manage the domestic affairs, supervise others, collect rent or
income, and keep accounts. The
Bible lets you know that stewardship is using and managing all

the resources that God provides
for the glory of God. You are to
use the things that you have for
the glory of God. Some people
say, "Well, these things are
mine." No, they were given to
you by God to manage. As Christians, we are to manage God's
household. We are appointed by
God, and all He asks is that we
manage wisely.
A steward in the Bible times
was usually a servant or a slave
who had earned the respect and
trust of the master of the house.
This trust was so complete that
sometimes a master turned over
the entire operation of his estate
to that individual. What was
even more unique about that
relationship was the fact that
the steward essentially assumed
the power and the influence of
his master and lived much of
the same lifestyle. As long as
the steward remained faithful,
he was allowed to continue with
those special privileges. God has
given us every resource that
we could possibly have, and He
is asking us to manage them.
What a great responsibility and
privilege that affords us!
One steward mentioned in
the Bible was Eliezer of Damascus. He was Abraham's steward.
Abraham entrusted him with
everything. Genesis 15:1-3 reads:
"After these things the word of
the LORD came unto Abram in a
vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I
am thy shield, and thy exceeding
great reward. And Abram said,
Lord GOD, what wilt thou give
me, seeing I go childless, and the
steward of my house is this
Eliezer of Damascus? And
Abram said, Behold, to me thou
hast given no seed: and, lo, one
born in my house is mine heir." If
Abram did not have a child born
to continue on that line, Eliezer
would actually have been the
heir of Abraham's estate.
Eliezer was also given the
important duty of finding a wife
for Isaac. I do not know if I could

have trusted myself to have
found a wife for my son. I do not
know if I could have done a good
job finding a husband for my
daughters who are now married.
Nevertheless, Abram had implicit trust in Eliezer that he
would travel to his people to find
a wife for his son Isaac. Although
that was a great responsibility,
Abram had that much trust in
Eliezer. Can God have such implicit trust in you as His steward
to do exactly what He wants you
to do?
In the Old Testament you can
read about Joseph. He was
Potiphar's steward and had complete control over Potiphar's
household. Potiphar had much
trust in Joseph. Joseph had been
sold into slavery by his own
brothers, so he was a slave in
Potiphar's house. Potiphar saw
something in Joseph. He saw
honesty and integrity, and he
trusted him with everything in
his household. Also, in the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, it was the steward who
paid the laborers at the close of
the day.
In speaking about the basic
principles of Bible stewardship,
the first thing you must understand is that God owns everything; we own nothing. In
studying for this message, my
mind went to a song that reads:
He owns the cattle on a thousand
hills
The wealth in ev'ry mine
He owns the rivers and the rocks
and rills
The sun and stars that shine
Wonderful riches more than tongue
can tell
He is my Father so they're mine as
well
He owns the cattle on a thousand
hills
I know that He will care for me.
In Psalm 24:1 the Psalmist
David wrote, "The earth is the
LORD'S, and the fulness thereof;
GospelTrumpeter.com • July 2018

the world, and they that dwell
therein." He owns the silver and
gold. Haggai 2:8 states, "The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,
saith the LORD of hosts." The
Lord owns the animals. Psalm
50:10 tells us, "For every beast of
the forest is mine, and the cattle
upon a thousand hills." He also
owns your body. The Apostle
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 6:1920: "What? know ye not that your
body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your
own? For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit,
which are God's."
First Timothy 6:7 reads, "For
we brought nothing into this
world, and it is certain we can
carry nothing out." You brought
nothing in when you came, and
you cannot take a thing with you
when you leave. The Pharaohs of
Egypt had all their treasures buried with them in those pyramids,
and unless someone stole them,
they are still there. Men are still
finding treasures that were buried with those Pharaohs. They
came into this world with nothing, but they thought they were
going to take their riches with
them into the afterlife. On the
contrary, their souls went to meet
their Maker, but all their earthly
possessions stayed right in the
tombs with their bodies. I have
heard it said many times, "There
are no U-Hauls behind hearses."
Job lost everything, yet he said in
Job 1:21, "The LORD gave, and the
LORD hath taken away; blessed
be the name of the LORD."
The second basic principle of
Bible stewardship is, God is the
owner and we are the managers.
We are to take care of God's
property. What is a manager? A
manager is a person responsible
for controlling or administering
all or part of a company or similar organization. What does it
mean to manage? It means to
bring about or to succeed in
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accomplishing something, despite difficulties or hardships.
At times, this life is difficult.
We have a lot of bumps in the
road, so to speak, but as a manager, God expects us to take care
of things. That is our responsibility. One thing I like about God is
that when we have difficult situations that come along in our lives,
He equips us to handle them. He
does not just leave us alone. We
have Someone to turn to. God is
the owner, and He knows all
about what we are going
through. He knows exactly what
we are going to encounter, and
He will be there to help.
Serving God Requires
Involvement
Another definition of managing is to take charge of something. To manage is to influence.
We all have a sphere of influence,
and that is a great responsibility.
God has entrusted us to influence
other people. We are either going
to help or hinder someone. Think
about the people that you have
an influence over. Most importantly, parents have an influence
over their children. Parents have
a great responsibility. It is that
influence that molds and shapes
their character, their choices, and
their actions. We are held responsible for that influence, and we
will give account for it one of
these days.
Another definition of managing something is to handle, to
direct, to govern, or to control an
action or use. Management requires direct and regular participation. We must be involved. If a
manager is not involved in a
business, how long do you think
the business would last? If someone is not managing as they
ought, that organization will be
in complete disarray. Not long
after that, the company or organization will fail because someone
failed to manage effectively.
How are you in your manage24

ment? Are you involved? It requires your participation. How
involved are you? This thing of
serving God requires involvement. You have to be involved. If
you are going to make Heaven
your home, you have to be actively involved. There are many
facets in serving God. If you are
going to be successful in your
walk with God, you have to be in
Sunday school and church when
the doors are open if you possibly can. The young people need
to attend the youth meetings.
You have to read and study the
Bible and pray. You must be an
active participant or you are not
doing your job properly.
Two parties are involved in
every stewardship relationship:
the master, who hands out the
resources and will one day ask
for an account, and the steward
who is entrusted with the resources and must eventually answer for how they were invested.
Who is the master? God is the
Master. One day you will give an
account for how you managed
the affairs of your life, for how
you managed what you have
been given to take care of. You
need to live as if everything belongs to God. Every decision concerning God's property is a spiritual decision. The question you
have to ask is this: Am I using
what God has given me in a way
that pleases and glorifies Him? If
not, you can ask God to help you
to live in such a way that you can
glorify God in every part of your
life. You have to remember Who
allowed you to have all that you
manage.
Someone may contend: "I
worked for all these things; they
are mine. I have a right to do
whatever I want with them."
Who gives you the strength to get
out of bed? If you did not have
the strength to get out of bed,
you could not go to work and
earn a paycheck to pay for the
things that you buy. God gave it
to you. He gave you the strength
GospelTrumpeter.com • July 2018

this morning to get out of bed.
God gave me the strength to do
that. You have to remember that
God owns everything, and He
has given you the strength to do
what you do, and without Him
you can do nothing. You need to
make every decision with this in
mind. What would Jesus do in
your situation? Remember, He is
the Master, and you are acting as
His manager.
God Requires Loyalty
and Faithfulness
The third basic principle of
Bible stewardship is, you have
only one Master. Matthew 6:24
says, "No man can serve two
masters: for either he will hate
the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one, and
despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon [or
serve God and riches]." You cannot serve two masters. A lot of
people are trying to serve two
masters, but that will not work.
The Bible tells us that no man can
serve two masters. If you want to
serve God, you must serve Him
with your whole heart. If you are
serving the god of this world,
then you cannot serve God. You
cannot serve both. Many people
are trying to do that, but it will
not work. Your actions and your
decisions will reveal who you are
serving.
You must be loyal to God.
Joseph and Eliezer were loyal to
their masters. You need to be
loyal to God. As the people of
God, we will go through some
difficult times, but God wants
you to stay loyal. He does not
want you to drop out when times
get rough. God will bring you
through, but sometimes it takes
holding on a little tighter for a
while. Some people give up. You
have to show the enemy that you
really mean business. He is going
to throw everything that he can
at you to get you to give up and
quit. God is looking for those

who are loyal. You have to be a
loyal steward.
The fourth basic principle of
Bible stewardship is, you will be
held accountable. There will be a
day of reckoning. God will judge
you and determine your punishment or your reward. Matthew
24:46 reads, "Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he
cometh shall find so doing." If
you go to meet the Lord, or if the
Lord comes back, what is He
going to find you doing? Will He
find you doing what you are
supposed to be doing as His
steward?
Luke 19:15 reads, "And it
came to pass, that when he was
returned, having received the
kingdom, then he commanded
these servants to be called unto
him, to whom he had given the
money, that he might know how
much every man had gained by
trading." There was a day of reckoning there. The nobleman wanted his servants to give an
account. One day you are going
to give an account for how you
managed the things that God
gave to you. You are going to
give an account as to how you
lived your life here on this earth.
What kind of steward are you?
The fifth basic principle of
Bible stewardship is, there will be
a reward if you manage well.
Matthew 25:21 says, "His lord
said unto him, Well done, thou
good and faithful servant: thou
hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler
over many things: enter thou into
the joy of thy lord." Another requirement to be a steward is
faithfulness. Can you be trusted
and depended on to do what the
Master wants you to do? You will
not have a problem with God if
you do what He asks you to do.
First Corinthians 4:2 states,
"Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful." Matthew 24:45 asks, "Who
then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made

ruler over his household, to give
them meat in due season?" You
must be faithful in the little
things, and God will bless you
with more. In the smallest thing
that God is asking you to do, be
faithful.
Every one of God's servants
has a talent. Some can sing, some
can play instruments, some have
a gift for teaching, and others
have a gift for preaching. Whatever your talent is, God wants
you to be faithful. If God asks
you to be a Sunday school teacher, He wants you to be faithful in
doing that. He wants you to be
faithful in whatever He would
have you to do.
Another requirement for a
steward is that he must be blameless. Titus 1:7 reads, "For a bishop
[or an overseer] must be blameless, as the steward of God." To
be blameless is to be free from
blame, above reproach, and morally pure. Colossians 1:22 reads,
"In the body of his flesh through
death, to present you holy and
unblameable and unreproveable
in his sight." In order to be
blameless, you must be free from
sin. You need to lay aside all
fleshly things and all the things
of the world if you are going to
be God's steward. Jesus paid the
price on the Cross so that you can
live a life without blame, or without sin, in God's sight.
Examples of Stewardship
Now, there are some things
that are not on the list of requirements. You do not have to be
gorgeous, skinny, or tall to be a
steward. Also, you do not have to
be rich or well known, but if you
are faithful and blameless, you
can be a steward in God's house.
I want to bring forth some
examples of stewardship. God's
commandment to Adam in Genesis 2:15 states, "And the LORD
God took the man, and put him
into the garden of Eden to dress
it and to keep it." What does the
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Scripture mean when it says "to
dress it"? It means to cultivate, to
till, or to labor. God has a field of
labor for each of us. What does
He want you to do? He wants
you to labor in His kingdom.
Adam was to be a steward, or a
manager, over the garden of
Eden. He was to manage that
garden and take care of it.
In the parable of the talents in
Matthew 25:14-30, the master
trusted his servants with a large
amount of money. One was given
one talent, another was given
two, and the third was given five.
What mattered was what each
servant did with that which was
entrusted to him. God has given
you at least one talent. What are
you doing with it? In this parable
two of the servants increased
those talents. The other one hid
his talent; he buried it in the
ground. Are you building on the
talents that you have or are you
burying your talents? Are you
using your talents as God would
have you to?
This was an opportunity for
those servants to prove themselves to their master. God is
giving you an opportunity to
prove yourself to Him. How are
you doing with the opportunity
that you have? In the parable
what were the servants to prove
to their master? They were to
prove their loyalty and their ability to manage. The amount of
talents that you have does not
matter. It is what you do with the
talents that you have been given
that matters.
People make excuses for poor
stewardship. Someone may say,
"I am not organized." Being unorganized is not an excuse for being
a terrible steward. Another may
say, "I'm not talented." As I said
earlier, every one of us has at
least one talent. You could tell
somebody about the Lord, so that
is not an excuse.
"I don't have time" might be
another excuse. Well, then you
need to look at how you are man25

aging your time. You need to
take a look at your priorities.
What is the most important thing
that you could be doing today?
This is something that you need
to ask yourself. God might have
something for you to do, but if
you do not put Him in your
schedule, you can easily say, "I
don't have time to do that."
Friend, that is mismanaging your
resources. You are not being a
good steward. You need to manage your time better. You need to
spend more time with God. You
cannot use that as an excuse.
When you go to the Judgment
before God, you cannot say, "I
had every intention to do it, but
I did not get it done because I
didn't have time." That excuse
would be unacceptable with God.
You may say, "I will do that
later," but it never gets done. If
God impresses you to do something and says, "You really need
to do this today," you must not
put it off because being about the
Master's business is the most
important task that you could be
doing. That is the only thing that
is going to last.
Some might make the excuse
that someone else could do it
better. If God has called you to
do something, no one else can do
that thing as well as you can,
whatever that might be. Some
people have very unique talents.
You may feel that you are very
insignificant in the work of God
or in this life, but someone needs
you. If God gave you certain abilities, talents, or opportunities that
makes you especially fit for the
stewardship position that He has
called you to do, no one else can
do it as well as you can.
Using Your Talents for God
My children like to work
jigsaw puzzles. Every piece of a
puzzle is unique and has only
one position where it can fit. If
you try to fit a part in the wrong
place, it will not fit. Every one of
26

us is like a piece of a puzzle, and
we each are very unique. We
have a place, and we need to fill
it. No one else can fill that place
but you. We did not give ourselves the personalities, the talents, or the longings that we
were born with. When we fulfil
these gifts from beyond ourselves, because they are Godgiven gifts, it is like fulfilling
something that we were meant to
do. The Creator of all things
knows the name of each of us. He
knows better than we do what is
in us because He put it there, and
He intends for us to do something with it. God has intentions
for each and every one of us, and
we need to mesh with them.
What is stewardship? It is
using and managing God's
property for His glory. God's
property includes things of this
earth, such as things that you
have, family, relationships, skills,
talents, your health, your time,
your body, and your knowledge.
Sometimes you might need to
change your perspective a little,
such as how you look at your
possessions. You need to realize
they do not truly belong to you,
but they are God's, and you are
the manager. When you look at
those things differently, do you
realize they are to be managed
with God's values and goals in
mind?
Once in a while, I borrow a
piece of equipment from my
brother. He is very particular
about his belongings. Therefore,
when I borrow something, I

make sure that it is clean when I
return it. Why? Because I know
what his values are. I know that I
have to look at it from his point
of view. I try to send it back in
better shape than when I got it.
Really, that is what we are supposed to do if we borrow something. Again, the things that we
are using are borrowed from
God. We are managing those
things. How are you taking care
of God's property?
If you are making an important decision in your life, you
ought to consult God, because
you are dealing with His resources. All He is asking you to
do is to manage them wisely. He
wants to be consulted. You cannot do those things unless you
are living for Him. The first thing
you must do if you are not living
for the Lord is give your heart to
Him in order to be the steward
that He wants you to be.
Whether you ever acknowledge it or not, your resources
belong to God. He can take them
away without a moment's notice.
Job was a very wealthy man, but
God saw fit to take all those
things away from him. He had
the right to do it because they
belonged to Him. How are you as
a steward? First of all, are you in
a place where you can be a steward? Are you living for the Lord?
Are you living in such a way that
God is pleased with you? How
are you managing the resources
that God has given you?
(Compact Disc TR-1834]

Investment
"I can't get interested in missions," remarked a young lady.
"No," was the reply given to her, "you can hardly expect to. It is
just like getting interest at a bank. You have to put a little
something in—time or money or prayer—the more the interest
grows."

GospelTrumpeter.com • July 2018

to attend the

Fall Camp Meeting
July 29 - August 5
Three Services Daily
10:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m. (teaching service) 7:00 p.m.
(The first service begins at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday)

Holy Ghost Preaching } Inspirational Singing
Children's Services } Divine Healing
MEALS reasonably priced (full-time evangelists and pastors [with spouses] halfprice). LODGING—free-will offering basis. Bring your own bedding, if possible.
Name_____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________ State_________ Zip______________
Phone_________________________________ Date Needed_____________________
____Number in family
____Number of rooms needed
____Number of beds needed
Send Reservations to: David L. Bush
725 N. Cedar St.
Newark, OH 43055

____Number for boys' dorm
____Number for women's dorm
____Number for girls' dorm

Call (740) 345-1213
for reservations

GOD'S ACRES  NEWARK, OHIO
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