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"If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love;
even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his
love."
John 15:10
Abiding in God's Love
God sent His only Son into
the world to redeem lost humanity. He saw the depths of sin to
which man had fallen. There
was no way possible for man
ever to lift himself out of the sin
and the bondage he was in. It
would take a miracle to bring
him the help that he needed.
Jesus Christ volunteered to be
the sacrifice required. He is the
unspotted Lamb that was sacrificed to take away the sins of
the world.
Christ came not only to
forgive and to save souls but
also to completely deliver souls
from the bondage and the guilt
of sin. Under the old Law, man
was required to offer a sacrifice
every year to be forgiven for his
committed sins. There was no
power in the Law to give man
the strength to live right. Christ
paid the price to free man from
sin forever. His sacrifice provided the way for man to be holy
and to live pleasing before God.
In Luke 1:74-75 we read, "That
he would grant unto us, that we
being delivered out of the hand
our of enemies [sin, Satan, and
the flesh], might serve him
without fear, In holiness and
righteousness before him, all
the days of our life."
As mortal men, we were
unworthy of the love, the mercy,
and the goodness that Jesus
demonstrated by giving His life
for us. Through redemption's
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plan, Christ makes worthy
those who will receive and
believe it. The love that He
displayed is beyond human
comprehension. He died gladly
so that lost humanity could be
made heirs with Him and the
Father. The Apostle Paul
penned these words describing
Christ's love and concern for
mankind: "For ye know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though he was rich, yet
for your sakes he became poor,
that ye through his poverty
might be rich" (2 Corinthians
8:9). The Lord wants men and
women to be spiritually rich.
God places His love in the
heart of every man and woman
when the new birth takes place.
His great transforming work
creates a fire of love burning
toward God within the soul. It
then, however, becomes the responsibility of each individual
to keep that fire burning fervently. Failure to nurture His
love will soon cause the fire to
die down and go out. Love is not
automatically kept alive, but
must be continually nourished.
Too often it seems that certain
ones expect God to do it all. In
Jude, verse 21, we read, "Keep
yourselves in the love of God."
In Proverbs 4:23 the wise man
instructed us, "Keep thy heart
with all diligence; for out of it
are the issues of life." The heart is
[continued on page 6]

Jeremiah 8:18 When I would
comfort myself against sorrow, my
heart is faint in me.
19 Behold the voice of the cry of
the daughter of my people because
of them that dwell in a far country:
Is not the LORD in Zion? is not her
king in her? Why have they pro-

voked me to anger with their graven
images, and with strange vanities?
20 The harvest is past, the
summer is ended, and we are not
saved.
21 For the hurt of the daughter
of my people am I hurt; I am black;
astonishment hath taken hold on me.

22 Is there no balm [or healing]
in Gilead; is there no physician
there [one to apply the healing
balm]? why then is not the health
of the daughter of my people
recovered?

Brother Roger L. Decker
God Has a Remedy for Sin
There is a way that men and
women can stand before God in
holiness, not only with inward holiness but also with outward holiness.
If you are ever going to make it
through this world and stand in the
presence of God, you must live a
life of holiness. Some say there is
no way that one can live holy. False
religion advocates that. Friend,
according to the Bible, it is either
holiness or destruction. First Thessalonians 4:7 says, "For God hath

not called us unto uncleanness, but
unto holiness."
How can you live holy? You
cannot do it in your own strength or
in your own power, but you live
holy by the grace of God. Titus
2:11-12 reads: "For the grace of God
that bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men, Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world."
God's grace is a teaching grace.
It teaches you how to handle temptation. It teaches that you need to deny
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yourself of some things. We live in
a world infected with many diseases,
and some of these diseases can be
fatal. They can destroy a man or a
woman's health very rapidly. Cancer, heart disease, and AIDS, just to
name a few, can bring physical life
to an end very quickly.
As serious as those diseases are,
they only afflict some, not all. However, there is a destroyer that afflicts
all. It afflicts the souls of all mankind. It touches the soul of every
man and woman who comes into the
world. It is called sin, and it is a
3

destroyer of the whole man. Romans
3:23 says, "For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God."
Romans 6:23 says, "For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord."
Isaiah 59:1-2 states: "Behold,
the LORD'S hand is not shortened,
that it cannot save; neither his ear
heavy, that it cannot hear: But your
iniquities have separated between
you and your God, and your sins
have hid his face from you, that he
will not hear."
If you regard iniquity in your
heart, you are wasting your time
praying. If you are going to pray at
all, you need to pray to get rid of the
iniquity. Physical diseases will only
destroy the body, but sin will destroy the whole man, soul and body.
It destroys every good faculty that
man possesses. It will destroy his
mind and the common sense he possesses. It will destroy his will, his
values, his thinking, his health, his
home, his desires, and his family.
Before I was saved in 1967, my
wife and I considered getting a divorce. We did not really advocate
that, but we were looking at it. She
had an attorney, and I was looking
for one. When I entered into that
relationship and got married, I was
not ready for marriage. My wife was
ready to settle down, have a family,
and take care of a home; but I still
wanted to do my own thing, go out
with the boys, and carry on. I did not
hit her or anything like that, but I
had a bad mouth on me. She always
kept quiet. We had havoc in the
home for about nine years.
When Christ came in, what a
change took place in our home! I am
so glad there is healing balm in
Gilead! God is still in Mount Zion.
That was when they had six and
seven week revivals. My wife went
to church every night, and I would
ask, "Do you have to go to church
every single night?" She would say,
"That is what I'm going to do; I'm
going to go." I did not really want
her to stay home with me; I just
wanted her to stay home. Had she
4

stayed home, I probably would have
left anyway. After I got saved, sin
was driven out and the Spirit of God
came into our home; then our home
was what a Christian home should
be.
Marriage is difficult to enter into
without God. If you enter into it
without God, you are asking for
trouble, because the honeymoon is
soon going to be over. I married a
couple one time, and I think the
honeymoon was over with as soon
as they walked out of the office. As
soon as they went outside, I think
the war started. Without Christ in
your heart, marriage is very difficult.
Physical diseases destroy the
body, but sin has a way of destroying the whole man. It works separation, and it destroys personality,
character, reputation, and influence.
It separates people, families, and
individuals from a congregation. It
leaves its victims in bondage in the
prison house of sin. Proverbs 5:22
reads, "His own iniquities shall take
the wicked himself, and he shall be
holden with the cords of his sins."
The Bondage of Sin
Speaking of the children of
Israel in Exodus 1:13-14, we read:
"And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigour:
And they made their lives bitter with
hard bondage, in mortar, and in
brick, and in all manner of service in
the field: all their service, wherein
they made them serve, was with
rigour." Egypt is a type of sin; it is a
type of bondage. Serving with rigor
means serving with severity and
cruelty.
Sin separated the first people on
this earth from their Creator. After
sin had entered their hearts, look
how they were separated from God.
Genesis 3:8 states, "And they heard
the voice of the LORD God walking
in the garden in the cool of the day:
and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the
LORD God amongst the trees of the
garden." When you are in trouble
with God, you do not want to be
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around the presence of God. Sin
separated the first two brothers.
Genesis 4:8 reads, "And Cain talked
with Abel his brother: and it came to
pass, when they were in the field,
that Cain rose up against Abel his
brother, and slew him."
God has a remedy for sin. He
has the cure! God has a way to bring
one out of the bondage of sin, set
him upon the Rock, and to put a new
song in his heart. There is a balm in
Gilead! Gilead was well known, if
you study it. The balm had healing
medicine in it. Even though God has
a remedy, false religion also claims
to have a remedy. I am going to get
into some of these remedies.
God has sent salvation as the
remedy for sin, but in many instances man has chosen false religion as his remedy. False religion
says, "Do the best you can," and you
should do the best you can. However, false religion also says, "We all
are sinners, but God understands."
Yes, God understands that you have
not sold out to Him if you are still a
sinner. The truth is, the best you can
do is not good enough. Every one of
us were doing the best that we could
before we met Jesus Christ.
You have to dig deep to obtain
salvation. Too many people do not
do that. Sometimes people pray
overtop of some things. They do
not really confess and forsake all
sin. Some people in Roman Catholicism go to confession and feel better
when they confess a few things,
but they do not dig deep enough
and get things out of the way. Others
come to Christ with reservations.
They decide to try it for a while, and
if it does not work out, then they
go back to the way they were. Some
get saved and put their rings in a
drawer just in case they change their
minds.
I can remember being out in my
back yard one time, and I still had
my wedding ring on, but I had just
gotten saved. I took it off and threw
it across the bank, and my wife
threw hers away too. Some people
are bound by the tobacco habit.
What do they do? They hide cigar-

ettes in a drawer somewhere, just in
case, and that just in case always
happens.
The Power of the Word
In Acts, Chapter 19, you can
read that Paul was in Ephesus. God
used him there in a very special way.
People were healed and evil spirits
were cast out. It says in verses 1820: "And many that believed came,
and confessed, and shewed their
deeds [the fear of God was among
the people]. Many of them also
which used curious arts brought
their books together [they did not
hide them somewhere], and burned
them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it
fifty thousand pieces of silver. So
mightily grew the word of God and
prevailed."
When you obey God, the Word
of God will grow mightily in your
life, but you must sell out completely. You cannot come to God
with reservations. False religion
does not have a remedy for sin; it
glosses over sin. It does not get
down to the depths of men's souls.
False religion has many remedies:
water baptism, church joining, false
tongues, and singspirations. These
things work on the emotions. Some
have dinners and other social events,
but these things do not touch the
soul of mankind. These things will
not wash away the filth of sin. What
did the Prophet Isaiah say in Isaiah
1:16? "Wash you, make you clean;
put away the evil of your doings
from before mine eyes; cease to do
evil."
Dear one, it takes the Word of
God to clean up a man's or a woman's soul and to produce faith in
the blood of Jesus Christ. Revelation
1:5 says, "And from Jesus Christ,
who is the faithful witness, and the
first begotten of the dead, and the
prince of the kings of the earth.
Unto him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood."
When you believe, the Word of God
has power. It is amazing how much
power the Word has. When you

believe it, it has power to save you.
Do not tell me that you are into
something that you cannot get out
of.
If you really want out of sin, the
Word of God will bring you out. It
gets right down to the inner man,
even into the thoughts. As the Word
of God goes forth, it deals with your
thoughts. A preacher might not even
mention something that you are
guilty of, but the Word of God goes
right into the inner man to your
thoughts. Hebrews 4:12 says, "For
the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." Another translation says, "The word of God is living and active."
False religion says that we all
are on our way to Heaven, but we
are just traveling different roads.
Well, it is true that there are many
roads if you are going to Columbus,
Zanesville, Cleveland, or most
places you want to travel. However,
Proverbs 16:25 says, "There is a
way that seemeth right unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of
death." There is only one way to get
to Heaven and only one way to be
saved. The way that seems right is
the way of the flesh, but the way to
God is strait and narrow. Peter wrote
in 1 Peter 1:23, "Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever."
The message of false religion
cannot take away sin, and neither
can the world. Now, the world has
many programs to take away the
effects of sin. The world has programs for unwed mothers, drug
abuse, alcohol abuse, and so on, but
these programs will never take away
the cause of sin. You cannot program sin away. It takes the blood of
Jesus Christ. One songwriter wrote:
"What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus."
There are man-made remedies,
but often people ignore them. I tried
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one when I was living in sin. Also, I
tried to ignore my problem and go
on. Ignoring a sign telling you that a
bridge is out will not give you safe
passage. In other words, sin must be
dealt with and eliminated.
Refusing the Remedy
Again, the Prophet Jeremiah
asked the question in Jeremiah 8:22,
"Is there no balm in Gilead; is there
no physician there? why then is not
the health of the daughter of my
people recovered?" We know there
was a balm in Gilead, but it was
going to take more than just the
healing balm of Gilead. It was going
to take Almighty God. God was
present, so the reason that they were
not healed was that they did not
want to be healed. The real balm of
Gilead is the blood of Jesus Christ.
He is the real balm, and He is the
one to apply it through the Holy
Spirit.
The people in Jeremiah's day
were not healed. God gave Judah
every opportunity to repent, but she
continued to rebel. When you read
from Genesis all the way through
to Malachi, all you see is rebellion,
idolatry, and adultery. What was
sandwiched in between? God offered the people forgiveness, yet they
continued to rebel.
Just as the balm is there to put
on scrapes and wounds, God is
available to heal people if they will
turn from their rebellious ways, turn
from their pet sins, and turn their
whole lives over to Jesus Christ
completely. It is great when you
really turn your whole life over to
Jesus Christ. I do not know how my
life is going to finish out, but my life
is in His hands. Your life is too. If
you do not have your life in His
hands, you are in a very dangerous
situation.
Judah was in idolatry at the time,
and they had their false prophets and
false priests. Jeremiah 8:5 reads,
"Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual
backsliding? they hold fast deceit,
they refuse to return." The word
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perpetual means "continually."
There are some people who continue
to backslide. They get saved and
then backslide; they get saved again
and backslide again. What does it
do? It lessens their faith in God to
the place where they can hardly take
hold of God anymore.
The priesthood was false in
Jeremiah's day. The prophets were
false. They were crying, "Peace,
peace!" when there was no peace.
What was the message? It was not
God's fault that they were not
healed, but rather their sin that they
did not want to give up. By not taking advantage of God's mercy and
deliverance when it was available,
the harvest or the deliverance that
God would have given them was
past. There are convenient times for
people to receive help, and many
keep letting those opportunities slide
by. What does it do? It hardens their
consciences, and eventually they
cannot even recognize the convenient time that God has placed
before them. Soon the harvest will

be past. Again, Jeremiah 8:20 reads,
"The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved."
How did that leave the people?
It left the people hopeless. There
was hope for a sick and dying kingdom, but Judah would not. Many
people are going into eternity today
unpardoned. It is not God's fault, but
rather the people think more of their
sins than of God. Dear one, there are
not going to be any excuses on
Judgment Day. You can pour them
out now and tell everyone you meet
why you cannot be saved, but do not
try to tell that to God on Judgment
Day because all the excuses are
going to be jerked away.
Friend, Jesus Christ is present to
heal you if you want to be healed.
God is a real gentleman. He will not
force you to be saved. He will not
force you to allow Him to apply the
healing balm, but it is there if you
need it. Always remember when you
keep turning God down that the
harvest is going to pass. The summer is going to end, and then you

are going to be left unsaved.
Dear one, this is serious, and it
needs your undivided attention. I
want you to read three Scriptures in
closing. Second Chronicles 36:16
states, "But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his
words, and misused his prophets,
until the wrath of the LORD arose
against his people, till there was no
remedy." Proverbs 6:15 tells us,
"Therefore shall his calamity come
suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy." I want you to
notice that all these Scriptures mention being "without remedy." Proverbs 29:1 says, "He, that being often
reproved [convicted or found guilty]
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly
be destroyed, and that without remedy." I trust that you will think soberly. There is a remedy. There is a
healing balm. There is One to apply
it, but you need to come to God to
get this balm applied, and Jesus
Christ will apply it.

[Guest Editorial—continued from p. 2]

ing for more worldly possessions
and greater financial wealth. It
leaves them in a condition of never
being satisfied with what God has
provided. They feel they need to
strive to keep up with the neighbors. Oftentimes this spirit and
attitude finds individuals having to
work two jobs to make ends meet.
Mothers are leaving the home to go
out and work just so they can have
more material goods. There have
been times when a brother or a sister has left a spiritual congregation
where his or her soul was fed on
sound doctrine for a better paying
job or promotion. The love that God
once placed in the heart can become
indifferent toward the things of
God. If this takes place, love will
suffer and that person's relationship
with Christ will begin to wane. Every child of God must be careful and
continually guard against the various devilish intrusions.
In our Scripture text Jesus tells

us, "If ye keep my commandments,
ye shall abide in my love; even as I
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love." The
secret to successful Christian living
is to constantly abide in Him. Jesus
said in John 8:29, "For I do always
those things that please him." We
must also do those things that
please the Lord and strive earnestly
to follow His example in all things.
Love, fervently burning in the
heart, is the key to abiding in
Christ. Obedience to His Word will
keep us close to the Master.
In John 14:15 we read these
words from the Savior: "If ye love
me, keep my commandments." In
1 John 5:3 we read, "For this is the
love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous." We prove
the love that He so richly gave us is
yet working when we continually
obey His words.

the center of man's affections.
Many things can rob God's love
from the heart, if a man or woman
permits it. The issues of life can
come in many different forms. The
spirit of worldliness will ever attempt to sneak into the heart of
God's child. Looking for and desiring to possess the latest fads and
styles can cause leanness in one's
love for God. Yielding to the temptation of wanting to look like the
world in dress or action can result
in love becoming indifferent or turning cold. God wants His people to
look and dress clean and modestly
and to avoid the worldly ways, patterns, and fashions.
Another robber of love from the
heart is materialism. This condition
causes people to become discontent
with their station in life. It will
cause a person to seek earthly
riches instead of heavenly treasures. Materialism finds people seek6
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Selected

Psalm 100:4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and
bless his name.
Ephesians 5:20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Brother Larry Dishman
Are You Grateful or
a Grumbler?
God's people should always
thank Him for His goodness, His
might, His mercy, and His deliverance. Thanksgiving is defined as an
act of rendering thanks or expressing gratitude for favors or mercy.

Each of us has so much to be thankful for. This is the time of year when
we publicly celebrate God's divine
goodness and deliverance from
calamities and dangers or the ordinary dispensation of His bounties. I
read a story about how the director
of a nursing home celebrated the
Thanksgiving season with the resiGospelTrumpeter.com • November 2017

dents in a nursing home. The small
resident population gathered about
their humble Thanksgiving table, and
the director asked each resident to
express one thing that he or she was
thankful for.
Some of them thanked God for
the home in which they had to live,
and some thanked God for their fam7

ily that would come to visit them.
One elderly lady said, "I thank the
Lord for the two perfectly good
teeth that I have, one in my upper
jaw and one in my lower jaw that
align so that I can still chew my
food."
Friend, if you just think, you can
thank the Lord for something. The
folks who are unthankful do not
think much. The people who are
thankful are faithful people. Some
may remember years ago a sister
who used to attend the camp meeting at God's Acres and sing the
grumblers song by Thora Harris. It
reads:
In country, town or city
Some people can be found,
Who spend their lives in grumbling
At everything around.
Oh, yes, they always grumble
No matter what we say
For these are chronic grumblers
And they grumble night and day.
They grumble in the city,
They grumble on the farm,
They grumble at their neighbors,
They think it is no harm,
They grumble when it's raining,
They grumble when it is dry,
They grumble all the year round,
Yes, they will grumble till they die.
They grumble at their husbands,
They grumble at their wives,
They grumble at their children,
It is their way of life.
They grumble at their parents,
They grumble in their schools,
They grumble at their teachers,
They grumble at their rules.
Oh, they grumble on a Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Grumble on Thursday too,
Grumble on a Friday,
Saturday, Sunday,
Grumble the whole week through.
That is the way it is with a lot
of people. Some people are like
a little boy who lived with his
grandmother. He was always complaining. Although he was just a
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little fellow, if you asked him how
he was doing, he said, "Well, these
migraine headaches are about to kill
me, and this arthritis in my back is
getting the best of me." So if you are
around complaining all the time, it
could rub off on you if you are not
careful.
"Giving Thanks Always"
I would like you to read some
Scriptures concerning thanksgiving
and praise. First Chronicles 16:7-8
states: "Then on that day David delivered first this psalm to thank the
LORD into the hand of Asaph and
his brethren. Give thanks unto the
LORD, call upon his name, make
known his deeds among the people."
The Bible says we ought to thank
God among His people.
Psalm 107:1-3 reads: "O give
thanks unto the LORD, for he is
good: for his mercy endureth for
ever. Let the redeemed of the LORD
say so, whom he hath redeemed
from the hand of the enemy; And
gathered them out of the lands, from
the east, and from the west, from the
north, and from the south."
The Bible tells us in Psalm
106:1-3: "Praise ye the LORD. O
give thanks unto the LORD; for he is
good: for his mercy endureth for
ever. Who can utter the mighty acts
of the LORD? who can shew forth all
his praise? Blessed are they that
keep judgment, and he that doeth
righteousness at all times." I thank
God for His many blessings upon
our lives. Thanksgiving is an immediate reaction of the Christian.
We are living in a day and time
when it seems as though many people are unthankful. Sometimes people in a long line of traffic would be
sitting there for a long time if others
did not stop and motion for them to
move into the lane that is moving.
So when you try to be kind, it is
amazing how many people will not
even wave at you to thank you.
Some people act as if you owe it to
them to let them pull in ahead of
you. Well, you are in a hurry too.
We ought to always be thankful.
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Any time somebody lets me in a line
of traffic, I say thank you. That person did not have to do that, and we
ought to be thankful to one another.
I believe if I am holding a revival
and the pastor takes me out to eat, I
should say thank you every time he
does. Thanksgiving is the opposite of
selfishness, arrogance, and rebellion;
it springs out of love and joy. When
you are really thankful, that is where
it comes from.
The Bible says in Ephesians
5:20, "Giving thanks always for all
things unto God and the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ."
What is thanksgiving? It is the grateful acknowledgment of the benefits
that we have received. You need to
acknowledge that you have been
blessed. Even if you are not a
Christian, God has blessed you.
First Timothy 1:12-13 says:
"And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord,
who hath enabled me, for that he
counted me faithful, putting me into
the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I
did it ignorantly in unbelief." I thank
God for His mercy! All who have
been saved have received the mercy
of God. It is the knowledge and the
review of the blessings that we have
received. We must count our blessings. One song says, "Count your
blessings, see what God has done!"
The Apostle Paul wrote in
Philippians 1:3, "I thank my God
upon every remembrance of you."
This leads us to the question, When
is the time to give thanks? The Bible
answers this question in Ephesians
5:20, "Giving thanks always for all
things unto God and the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ." The
psalmist said in Psalm 34:1, "I will
bless the LORD at all times: his praise
shall continually be in my mouth."
We should thank God even
before the blessings come. According to 2 Chronicles 20:21 the people
gave thanks to God even before the
blessings came, and that shows
honor and faith in God for His character and His promises. We ought to
be thankful at all times. Some have

difficulty when it comes to this area.
Many are thankful when the heavens
are open, so to speak. They are
thankful when God is pouring out
His blessings and everything is
going well. When no bumps are in
the road, most people have absolutely no problems being thankful,
but when problems come, some are
more likely to complain. When
things do not go their way, they are
more likely to whine than to give
thanks. Conversely, we are instructed to give thanks always.
Giving Thanks for All Things
John 11:41-42 tells us: "Then
they took away the stone from the
place where the dead was laid. And
Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said,
Father, I thank thee that thou hast
heard me. And I knew that thou
hearest me always: but because of
the people which stand by I said it,
that they may believe that thou hast
sent me."
We ought to be thankful even
before the blessings come, when the
blessings come, and after the blessings come. We read in Exodus 15:1,
"Then sang Moses and the children
of Israel this song unto the LORD,
and spake, saying, I will sing unto
the LORD, for he hath triumphed
gloriously: the horse and his rider
hath he thrown into the sea." In
Daniel 2:23 Daniel said, "I thank
thee, and praise thee, O thou God of
my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made
known unto me now what we
desired of thee: for thou hast now
made known unto us the king's
matter."
Luke 17:11-19 says: "And it
came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the
midst of Samaria and Galilee. And
as he entered into a certain village,
there met him ten men that were
lepers, which stood afar off: And
they lifted up their voices, and said,
Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.
And when he saw them, he said unto
them, Go shew yourselves unto the
priests. And it came to pass, that, as

they went, they were cleansed. And
one of them, when he saw that he
was healed, turned back, and with a
loud voice glorified God, And fell
down on his face at his feet, giving
him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.
"And Jesus answering said,
Were there not ten cleansed? but
where are the nine? There are not
found that returned to give glory to
God, save this stranger. And he said
unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy
faith hath made thee whole." Ten
lepers were cleansed, but only one
of the ten came back, fell on his
face, and praised God and gave Him
glory. Is that not amazing that after
having such a dreaded disease and
being healed by the power of God,
that nine of them did not even come
back to say as much as thank you?
For what must we give thanks?
The Scripture says that we should
give thanks for all things. Again,
Ephesians 5:20 states, "Giving
thanks always for all things unto
God and the Father in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ." I am talking
about the physical things, the spiritual things, the ordinary things, the
extraordinary things, the things received, and the things withheld. We
ought to thank God for all of these
things, because God knows what is
best for us, even the things that He
withholds from us.
Many times things withheld
from us are for our good, just as it
was for the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:10 when he wrote, "Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's
sake: for when I am weak, then am
I strong." Paul wanted this thing to
be removed, and he sought the face
of God three times concerning what
he wanted removed, but he realized
that the grace of God was sufficient.
Counting Your Many Blessings
Saint of God, are you as thankful as you should be? You ought to
be thankful for this great salvation,
for deliverance from sin and from
the bondage of sin. Thank God, a
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sinner can be saved by the grace of
God. I thank God for a wonderful
life here in this life, which is not to
be compared with the life to come
for the child of God. I thank God for
the Word of God. I am glad for the
Bible, and I thank God that He has
preserved His Word. Also, I thank
God for memories. Philippians 1:3
reads, "I thank my God upon every
remembrance of you." Colossians
1:3 tells us, "We give thanks to God
and the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, praying always for you."
I thank God that I had godly
parents. If you had godly parents,
you have something to be thankful
for. When you see a baby taken up in
its mother's arms, does it remind you
of what your mother did for you
when you were a little child? Have
you ever thought about what your
mother did for you—changing your
dirty diapers, watching over you,
washing and ironing your clothes,
feeding you your meals, praying for
you, waiting up when you did not
come home when you were supposed
to, worrying about you, thinking
about you as her precious treasure? I
thank God for my mother.
As a little boy, when I was sick,
I could feel my mother's hand on my
forehead and her kiss on my cheek.
Even now, after she has been gone
for many years, I still remember her
gentle, loving touch. I thank God for
my sweet mother. What about you?
Do you ever thank God and tell your
mother how much you love and appreciate her? Unthankfulness is always a bad thing, but it is most ugly
when it is displayed by a child to his
or her parents. When was the last
time you thanked your father for
working his fingers to the bone and
raising you and providing for you?
Unthankfulness to parents is a wicked and cruel thing in children.
We remember injuries, insults,
and the bad things that people have
done to us over the years. On the
other hand, how many of us remember to thank God for those who
helped us. I thank God for my
friends. Having come through hardships and trials as a child and teen9

ager and as an adult, I give God
thanks for those who have been true
friends.
Do you count your many
blessings and name them one by
one? Someone may say: "I can count
my blessings, but I can hardly find it
in my heart to thank God for other
things." I am reminded of a story
about a man who got a brand-new
hat. It was windy, and he was standing on a sidewalk. Suddenly the
wind caught his brand-new hat,
blew it out into the road, and a car
ran over it and smashed it. This
brother was on the sidewalk and
said, "Well, glory be to God!"
Somebody standing nearby said:
"You know, you are a fool! Do you
know that? You are standing here
thanking God and your brand-new
hat just got ruined."
He said, "I am thanking God that
my head was not in it." You can
look around and find something to
thank God for.
The Bible says in Psalm 150:6,
"Let every thing that hath breath
praise the LORD. Praise ye the
LORD." If you have breath, you have
something to praise God for. Giving
thanks is a test and a profession of
your faith.
The Giver of All Gifts
The Apostle Paul wrote in
Philippians 1:12-18: "But I would ye
should understand, brethren, that the
things which happened unto me
have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; So that my
bonds in Christ are manifest in all
the palace, and in all other places;
And many of the brethren in the
Lord, waxing confident by my
bonds, are much more bold to speak
the word without fear. Some indeed
preach Christ even of envy and
strife; and some also of good will:
The one preach Christ of contention,
not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: But the other
of love, knowing that I am set for
the defence of the gospel. What
then? notwithstanding, every way,
whether in pretence, or in truth,
10

Christ is preached; and I therein do
rejoice, yea, and will rejoice."
Paul rejoiced. How can you be
thankful for everything? How can
you give God thanks for everything?
You can because of the promise in
Romans 8:28, which reads, "And we
know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to
his purpose." The reason you can
thank God for everything is that as a
child of God, everything works together for good to those who love
God. No exterior force can separate
you from God, and God works
everything for a blessing to His
people.
To whom must this praise be
offered? Our Scripture text tells us
in Ephesians 5:20, "Giving thanks
always for all things unto God and
the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ." Are you giving thanks
to God the Father? The Father is the
giver of all good gifts. James said in
James 1:17, "Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Father of
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."
I want you to think about this.
Everything that you have and everything that you hope to have is a gift
from God. Somebody may say, "I
work for what I have." Yes, but who
gave you the strength and the ability? Who gave you the job? God
gave you the job, the strength, and
the know-how to go out and work.
Just as an earthly father nurtures and
gives to his children, our Heavenly
Father gives all good things to His
children. I want you to think about
what Jesus said in Matthew 7:11. He
said, "If ye then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more shall your
Father which is in heaven give good
things to them that ask him?" This
does not limit thanks exclusively to
the Father, but it acknowledges that
He is the giver and the cause of the
blessings.
First Timothy 1:12 says, "And I
thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who
hath enabled me, for that he counted
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me faithful, putting me into the ministry." The Father gave the Son, the
Son gave His life, and the Holy Spirit gave the testimony. Truly the Godhead deserves our thanks as the
source and the cause of all blessings.
We owe God everything. We owe
much thanks to Him.
Once again, our Scripture text in
Ephesians 5:20 reads, "Giving thanks
always for all things unto God and
the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ." Dear one, Christ Jesus
is the means of all that we receive.
Ephesians 1:3 says, "Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ." Colossians 3:17 states,
"And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him." We give thanksgiving with our whole being—with
our hearts, our hands, our lips, our
prayers, and our songs.
The Bible tells us in Hebrews
13:15, "By him therefore let us offer
the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips
giving thanks to his name." The Hebrew writer was talking about our
lives, our sacrifice, and our service.
Colossians 2:7 states, "Rooted and
built up in him, and stablished in the
faith, as ye have been taught,
abounding therein with thanksgiving." Ingratitude reveals pride,
self-reliance, self-satisfaction, and
self-love.
A Thankfulness Test
A lawyer had successfully
handled a difficult law case for a
very wealthy friend. Following the
happy outcome of the case, the friend
and client called on the lawyer to
express his appreciation for his work
and handed him an expensive leather
wallet. The lawyer looked at the
wallet in astonishment and handed it
back with a sharp reminder that a
wallet could not possibly compensate
him for his service. He said, "I will
have you know that what I just did
for you is a charge of five hundred

dollars." So the lawyer handed the
wallet back to his friend, and out of
the one thousand dollars that the
friend put in the wallet, he removed
five hundred dollars and gave it
back to him with a smile on his face.
You should be thankful for what
God does. I heard about a man who
went to a small church and preached
an entire week. The small church
felt the best they could do was to
give him three hundred fifty dollars.
They gave it to him in an envelope
on Sunday night before he went to
bed. He went to the bedroom and
opened the envelope and looked
inside. He went back in there with
the check, threw it on the table, and
said, "This is not enough."
The pastor's wife was quick to
speak, and she said, "That is three
hundred fifty dollars more than you
are worth." We should be thankful
for whatever God does.
Here is a thanksgiving test. I
wonder, this past year have you
come short on your thanksgiving?
What kind of score would God give
you on your thanksgiving? If a recording angel had been following
you around for the last month, recording every word that you have
spoken, every thought that you have
had, and interpreted every bodily
response to every situation that you
have encountered, would such a
record convince a jury that you are
truly a person whose life is filled
with thanksgiving? What would the
jury decide? Would you be convicted of being an ungrateful
person?
An even harder question is,
What is your first response when
faced with difficulty? Are you
thankful or unthankful? May God
help you to quickly thank God for
what you have instead of complaining about what you do not have.
That would help you to see that God
is still in charge and will take care of
you. Ingratitude is a terrible sin.
Child of God, do you understand
what a sin it is to be unthankful?
Second Timothy 3:1-4 says:
"This know also, that in the last days
perilous times shall come. For men

shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, Without natural
affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good, Traitors, heady,
highminded, lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God." Along
with blasphemers, people who are
without natural affection, and
despisers of those who are good, the
Apostle Paul also mentioned those
who are unthankful and unholy.
Again, it is a sin not to be thankful.
The Sin of Ingratitude
Romans 1:21-22 reads: "Because that, when they knew God,
they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain
in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became
fools." If you read this chapter, you
will find that along with the ungodliness, the other terrible situation
mentioned was, ". . . neither were
thankful." I want to emphasize that
unthankfulness is a sin against God.
Often people forget to thank God for
the blessings that He has given
them. My friend, that is sin.
Are you guilty of the sin of
ingratitude? In 1 Thessalonians 5:18
the Apostle Paul said, "In every
thing give thanks: for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you." That is not just a suggestion;
that is a command. A lack of thankfulness toward God is the height of
ungodliness. Psalm 140:13 says,
"Surely the righteous shall give
thanks unto thy name: the upright
shall dwell in thy presence." How
many blessings do you forfeit because your heart is not right and you
are unthankful to God?
Now, if you are not a Christian,
you have much to be thankful for,
and I want to mention some things.
God has been merciful to you up to
this point. You can be thankful for
that. God has been good to you. You
can be thankful that you are still on
this side of eternity. Sinner friend,
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you should be thankful that the door
of mercy is still open. That is a blessing! However, God's door of mercy
is not always going to be open. One
day it is going to close. I was once a
wicked sinner, but I can say that I
was thankful that God had mercy on
me even as a sinner. You should be
thankful that God has not withdrawn
His Spirit. He did that in Noah's day.
You should be thankful if God is
still speaking to your heart. You
should be thankful that Christians are
still praying for you. That makes a
big difference. There are people who
are praying for you, and you can be
thankful for that. Sinner friend, I
want to encourage you to repent and
trust Christ today. Had it not been for
the love and mercy of God, you
would be without hope right now.
You would be in hell right now had
it not been for the goodness and
mercy of God.
Christian friend, where are you
on this scale of thankfulness? Have
you been as thankful as you really
should be? I plead with you, if you
are without Christ, come to Him,
repent, and trust Him. There is really
no hope in this world without Christ.
If you are saved, no matter what
happens, you will be able to say with
the Apostle Paul, "Thanks be unto
God for his unspeakable gift" (2 Corinthians 9:15). Real thanksgiving
comes from the heart of one who has
experienced the love of Christ. He
died on the Cross to pay for your
sins, and He rose from the dead to
give life and hope to overcome the
world.
(Compact Disc TR-1807)

It costs nothing to
become a Christian,
but it costs everything
to be a Christian.
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When George Washington issued the first presidential Thanksgiving Proclamation, he said:
"Whereas it is the duty of all nations
to acknowledge the providence of
Almighty G OD, to obey His will, to
be grateful for His benefits, and
humbly to implore His protection
and favor." This is America's imperative duty today.
David, in Psalm 116:12-14, and
17, by the Holy Spirit, translated this
duty into personal experience, and
so must we: "What shall I render
unto the LORD for all his benefits
toward me? I will take the cup of
salvation, and call upon the name of
the LORD. I will pay my vows unto
the LORD now in the presence of all
his people. . . . I will offer to thee
the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and
will call upon the name of the
LORD."
This is the true Thanksgiving
spirit. How may we get it? First, we
should avoid the too prevalent false
Thanksgiving spirit, which expresses gratitude only for material blessings. Today some folks would have
found little for which to thank God
in the early Puritan scene when they
celebrated that first Thanksgiving.
There were only eleven houses
along the village street, which was
hardly luxurious quarters for fifty
persons.
Remember, Christianity puts no
premium upon material things. Paul
said he had suffered the loss of all
things, that he might win Christ.
America has all but forgotten this.

How long has it been since you
have knelt down before God with
the feeling that you just wanted to be
near Him and speak to Him and
listen for His Word because you
love Him?
This prevalent boasting of full
stomach satisfaction while the world
bleeds is hardly in keeping with
Christianity.
Second, What basis can we find
for a true Thanksgiving spirit? We
may have inward peace in the midst
of the world turmoil. The Bible tells
us: "Be careful for nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7).
"Casting all your care upon him; for
he careth for you" (1 Peter 5:7).
We should be thankful that as a
people, we have the ability to comfort and bless a needy world—to
feed the hungry, to clothe the naked,
and to give liberty to the captives.
We pray and pay to send the Gospel,
which gives spiritual liberty, into all
parts of the world, and we praise
God for the privilege.
Third, What should be the
expression of our Thanksgiving? In
Psalm 116:13 we read that David
said, "I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the
LORD." This salvation was wrought
out for us upon Calvary's Cross, and
every sacrifice that men have made

is cheap by comparison. In our
tragic world, personal salvation is
not only of the utmost importance
but also the only power that will
bring us through the turmoil of
men's insanity that may break loose
at any time.
God wants folk to bring their sin
to Him saying, "Just as I am, without one plea, but that Thy blood was
shed for me." He will save and keep
you in the hour of tribulation. Be
sure you thank God for eternal
things.
An out-of-town visitor to New
York got out of the subway train at
Times Square. He asked the subway
guard, "When I reach the surface I
want to find Such-and-Such a street.
Can you tell me where it is?"
The subway employee, with
typical indifference, said, "Don't ask
me anything about 'up there,' Mister.
I don't know anything about up
there. I know all about down here,
but nothing about up there."
A good many of professing
Christians are like that. Millions in
our land care little about anything
"up there." Ignoring God, preoccupied with the material things of life,
they are destroying our heritage of
freedom.
Let us thank God for His "unspeakable gift," Jesus Christ, and all
material and spiritual blessings
through Him.
Selected

"Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the
most High."
Psalm 50:14
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One Solitary Life
young man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up
in another village. He worked in a carpenter shop until he was thirty, and then for three
years he was an itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He
never owned a home. He never had a family. He never went to college. He never put his foot inside a big
city. He never traveled two hundred miles from the place he was born. He never did one of the things that
usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but himself.
While he was still a young man, the tide of public opinion turned against him. His friends ran away.
He was turned over to his enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross,
between two thieves. While he was dying, his executioners gambled for the only piece of property he had
on earth, and that was his garments. When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of
a friend. Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of the human race, and
the leader of the column of progress.
I am far within the mark when I say that all armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever
sailed, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not
affected the life of man upon this earth as has that One Solitary Life.

A

Anonymous
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The Need for Monuments
and Memorials in Life

Second Peter 1:12-15 reads:
"Wherefore I will not be negligent to
put you always in remembrance of
these things, though ye know them,
and be established in the present
truth. Yea, I think it meet, as long as
I am in this tabernacle [he was not
talking about a church building; he
was talking about his fleshly body],
to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; Knowing that shortly I
must put off this my tabernacle,
even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath
shewed me. Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my
decease to have these things always
in remembrance."
What are these things Peter was
talking about? In verse 13 Peter was
trying to remind people of those
things that a child of God should
exemplify and put on in his life. As
a human being, you can get caught
up in living and tend to forget the
significance of days set aside for
remembrance and reflection. In the
aftermath of the attack on Pearl Harbor, President Franklin Roosevelt
declared it a day that will live in
infamy. Today we still memorialize
it. A memorial was set up in Pearl
Harbor so that we can look back and
reflect upon what happened that day,
December 7, 1941. Why do we have
such memorials? Why do we set that
day aside? It was a very dark time in
our country, and we need to remember that. After 9-11 two words hold
special meaning to our first responders, our firefighters, and our police
officers. Those two words are,
"Never forget!"
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Young person, as a Christian,
there are some things that you
should never forget. First of all, you
should never forget what God has
done for you. Second, you should
never forget how blessed you are.
By never forgetting, you will be
more vigilant, because the enemy of
souls is always ready to attack when
you are unaware.
If we forget history, it tends to
repeat itself. I have been thinking
about why monuments and memorials are important to civilization and
mankind, so I did a little research.
Monuments represent a significant
period of time in history. I thought
about some of the battlefields. I have
been to Valley Forge, which has a
monument for the Revolutionary
War period, and I have been to Gettysburg, as well as numerous other
places. All those memorials and
monuments represent something that
happened in a particular period of
time in our nation's history. Monuments are proof left behind by long
gone events and cultures. I thought
about the Aztecs and the Mayans.
Those people and their cultures are
long gone, but there are memorials
left behind.
Many monuments are not made
of marble and stone, but they can
also be in the form of books, songs,
poems, letters, plays, or days set
aside to mark the remembrance of
specific events. In the United States,
Memorial Day started as a somber
day of remembrance. It is a day
when Americans go to cemeteries to
place flags or flowers on graves of
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our war dead. It is a day to remember our ancestors, our family members, and loved ones who gave the
ultimate sacrifice. In our day and
time, too many people celebrate
Memorial Day without more than a
casual thought to the true purpose
and meaning of this day.
For every child of God, every
day should be a memorial day. Why
should each day be a memorial day?
If you forget what God has done for
you, you will lose your thankfulness
and will lose sight of the Christian's
mission. If there is anyone in this
world who should be thankful, it
should be the child of God.
Our country has set up many
memorials to remember presidents,
leaders, wars, battles, and other significant happenings in the history of
our great country. Great amounts of
money have been spent to build and
preserve these memorials. Why?
This is done so that we do not forget
the sacrifices that were made. They
cause us to solemnly reflect upon
the sacrifices made to build this
country that we live in today. In
every memorial something was established to put people in remembrance of certain facts. May God
help you, as a Christian, never to
forget the ultimate sacrifice that
Jesus made for you on the Cross.
The German word for monument is denkmal, which means,
"thought object." God and His Word
should always be the object of the
Christian's thoughts. The more you
study the Word and spend time with
God, the more you ought to appreci-

ate what He has done for you. The
enemy fights you so hard because if
he can keep you away from the
Word, prayer, and fellowship with
Him or others, it will not be long
until you lose appreciation for what
you have.
Monuments are never insignificant. They are impactful and unforgettable. As a person, you are one of
two kinds of monuments: one who
glorifies God or one who glorifies
self and the god of this world. During the war in Iraq, when some of
those cities were conquered, after
the government was toppled, people
pulled down monuments of Saddam
Hussein and broke them to pieces.
When the Iron Curtain came down
in the 1980s, the people pulled down
monuments of Lenin and broke
those images to pieces. Why? Because they represented something
hateful.
As I was thinking about this, I
also thought about an image spoken
of in the Old Testament of King
Nebuchadnezzar. When he had a
dream, he saw an image in his mind
of something great, but it was something hateful. What happened to that
image in his dream? A stone cut out
of the mountain without hands broke
that image to pieces. I am so thankful for Jesus. He was that Stone cut
out of the mountain that broke that
image to pieces.
Some of the finest books written
are memorials. The Bible is the finest memorial that we could ever
have. It is impactful and unforgettable. Young person, if you allow the
Bible to get hold of you, it will impact your life in ways that you cannot imagine and in ways that you
will never forget.
Monuments represent many
things, including life, death, success,
and struggles. They have become as
important to society as the events
they represent. I have been to Gettysburg numerous times, but I still
cannot get over the solemness that
hallowed ground brings because of
what that battle represents and the
price that was paid in the history of
this country. Monuments bring his-

tory alive to new generations and
bring memories to those who have
experienced them firsthand. Memorials also create a bridge between
generations. Remember, the definition of a memorial is "serving to
preserve remembrance."
God reminded the children of
Israel in numerous instances in the
Old Testament to keep memorials,
ordinances, and remembrances of
the many great wonders that He
worked. Exodus 12:13-14 reads:
"And the blood shall be to you for a
token upon the houses where ye are:
and when I see the blood, I will pass
over you, and the plague shall not be
upon you to destroy you, when I
smite the land of Egypt. And this
day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to
the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an
ordinance for ever."
This Scripture is dealing with
the account of the Passover in Egypt
and the great lengths to which God
went to get Pharaoh to let His people go. Why did God tell the people
to set aside this day as a memorial?
God did not want them to forget the
great things that He had done. The
memorial was not meant to remind
them of death, but of life and mercy.
You may think the Passover is
something of death, but to the children of God, it meant life and
mercy. The blood of that spotless
lamb used to paint the doorposts is a
type of the blood that Jesus shed for
our sins.
I thank God that one day Jesus
died on the Cross and shed His
blood to take away my sins so that I
might live. Once I was dead in my
sins, but now I am alive in Jesus,
thank God. He applied the blood to
the doorposts of our hearts. If you
are saved, once you were spiritually
dead, but now you are alive in Jesus,
that is something that you should
never forget. You should be eternally grateful for it. If you are dead
in trespasses and sins, the good
news is that Jesus died so that you
could live. God is not a respecter of
persons. What He did for me, He
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can do for you.
There was also a memorial for
remembering the manna that God
provided for the children of Israel in
the wilderness. Exodus 16:32 reads,
"And Moses said, This is the thing
which the LORD commandeth, Fill
an omer of it to be kept for your
generations; that they may see the
bread wherewith I have fed you in
the wilderness, when I brought you
forth from the land of Egypt." God
wanted it remembered how He fed
and nourished Israel during their
journey in the wilderness.
As you journey through life as a
Christian, you are so blessed to be
fed manna from Heaven. You are
not being fed literal manna, but you
are feasting on spiritual manna, or
the Word of God. We are so blessed
to have the Truth. Many people
wander around in religion, and they
are starving to death, spiritually
speaking, because they do not know
the Truth of God's Word.
Joshua 3:15-17 says: "And as
they that bare the ark were come
unto Jordan, and the feet of the
priests that bare the ark were dipped
in the brim of the water, (for Jordan
overfloweth all his banks all the time
of harvest,) That the waters which
came down from above stood and
rose up upon an heap very far from
the city Adam, that is beside Zarethan: and those that came down
toward the sea of the plain, even the
salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and
the people passed over right against
Jericho. And the priests that bare the
ark of the covenant of the LORD
stood firm on dry ground in the
midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites
passed over on dry ground, until all
the people were passed clean over
Jordan."
Joshua 4:6-8 tells us: "That this
may be a sign among you, that when
your children ask their fathers in
time to come, saying, What mean ye
by these stones? Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of
the covenant of the LORD; when it
passed over Jordan, the waters of
Jordan were cut off: and these stones
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shall be for a memorial unto the
children of Israel for ever. And the
children of Israel did so as Joshua
commanded, and took up twelve
stones out of the midst of Jordan, as
the LORD spake unto Joshua, according to the number of the tribes
of the children of Israel, and carried
them over with them unto the place
where they lodged, and laid them
down there."
This is an account of God
performing another mighty miracle.
The banks of Jordan were overflowing, and perhaps the children of
Israel were wondering how they
were going to get across. Just like
the Red Sea, God parted the waters
and they crossed on dry land. God
did not want it forgotten, so He had
them to build a monument. The
monument was to consist of twelve
stones, one for each tribe. In Matthew, Chapter 20, you can read
about the laborers and the vineyard.
The master of the vineyard contracted somebody for a penny to
come and work all day. As the day
went on, he had his servant go and
find more people to work in the
vineyard, but when it came time to
pay, the person who came in at the
eleventh hour got paid the same as
the person who was there all day.
The same thing is true with the
things of God in salvation. It does
not matter if you have been in the
way for a long time or if you have
just gotten saved, we all are going to
get paid. So do not ever let the en-

emy steal a blessing and make you
think that you cannot look back on a
heritage like other people can. Why
not start building one now? By the
help of the Lord, I am trying to build
a heritage for my family.
Young person, as you go
through trials and difficult situations
that seem hopeless and God works
miracles, these are all monumentbuilding opportunities. You are
building monuments and memorials
for your children in generations that
follow. You are building a bridge
for future generations to cross over.
In the New Testament, the ordinance
of the Lord's Supper is to call remembrance to the ultimate sacrifice
that Jesus made for you, me, and all
of mankind.
Luke 22:19-20 tells us: "And he
took bread, and gave thanks, and
brake it, and gave unto them, saying,
This is my body which is given for
you: this do in remembrance of me.
Likewise also the cup after supper,
saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for
you." In the Lord's Supper, the actual bread and juice have no real
power in themselves. Where is the
power? They have great power for
the believer. Every time you partake
of this ordinance, you are to reflect
upon and remember what Jesus did
for you.
Sometimes a monument is a
reminder of something that went
wrong. Once I got an audio book of
a once great man in history, but the

only monument of him is a boot and
a leg in Saratoga, New York. He
was a great man until he went afoul,
and his name was Benedict Arnold.
He was a valiant man in history until
he decided to turn against the United
States and side in with the British.
They did not even put his name on
that memorial of a leg and a boot,
but the inscription says, "In memory
of the most brilliant soldier of the
Continental Army. . . ."
Sometimes monuments are a
reminder of something traumatic
that people experienced. You need
to use them as reminders not to
make the same mistakes. Again,
monuments do not always remind
you of good things, but of things
that went wrong. If you are building
the wrong type of monument (perhaps you are not building a monument to glorify God, but you are
building a monument to glorify
self), now is a good time to start
building monuments to reflect the
power of God in a changed life.
Maybe the enemy uses the memory
of certain people as a reminder of a
painful past, and you are tormented
by those memories. If so, God has
help for you. Maybe you want to
offer a prayer of thankfulness to
God for the victory that you have in
your life. If you have a need, God is
waiting to meet that need.
Brother Steve Strelecky

In the strait and narrow
way, the traffic is all
One way.
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James 3:1 My brethren, be not
many masters, knowing that we shall
receive the greater condemnation.
2 For in many things we offend
all. If any man offend not in word,
the same is a perfect man, and able
also to bridle the whole body.
3 Behold, we put bits in the
horses' mouths, that they may obey
us; and we turn about their whole
body.
4 Behold also the ships, which
though they be so great, and are
driven of fierce winds, yet are they
turned about with a very small helm,
whithersoever the governor listeth.

5 Even so the tongue is a little
member, and boasteth great things.
Behold, how great a matter a little
fire kindleth!
6 And the tongue is a fire, a
world of iniquity: so is the tongue
among our members, that it defileth
the whole body, and setteth on fire
the course of nature; and it is set on
fire of hell.
7 For every kind of beasts, and
of birds, and of serpents, and of
things in the sea, is tamed, and hath
been tamed of mankind:
8 But the tongue can no man
tame; it is an unruly evil, full of

deadly poison.
9 Therewith bless we God, even
the Father; and therewith curse we
men, which are made after the
similitude of God.
10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My
brethren, these things ought not so
to be.
11 Doth a fountain send forth at
the same place sweet water and
bitter?
12 Can the fig tree, my brethren,
bear olive berries? either a vine,
figs? so can no fountain both yield
salt water and fresh.

Brother Garrett Haylock
The Power of the Tongue
The Bible has a lot to say about
the tongue. The tongue is a powerful
instrument. It has started wars, established peace, pronounced judgment, and delivered comfort. The
tongue has been an instrument of sin
for many, yet it has been the tool by
which forgiveness is delivered. The

use of the tongue is entirely dependent upon the user of the tongue. The
Bible tells us in Proverbs 18:21 that
death and life are in the power of the
tongue.
As you read in our Scripture text
about the true potential of the
tongue, it should put you on guard.
The tongue is a fire, and we know
that fire is a good servant but a terriGospelTrumpeter.com • November 2017

ble master. If a fire gets out of
control, the Scripture tells us that it
never says it is enough. It will burn
up thousands of acres and still not
say that it is enough. James described the tongue as a fire, so my
advice and admonition is to be careful, lest you burn yourself and others
on your way to the Judgment. The
Bible lets us know that is where we
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all are heading.
Jesus said in Matthew 12:36-37:
"But I say unto you, That every idle
word that men shall speak, they shall
give account thereof in the day of
judgment. For by thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words
thou shalt be condemned." We
should remember this as we travel
through this life. As God's people,
we are well cautioned of the potential that the tongue has to destroy
and to hurt many other lives. Therefore, you need to be careful of what
you say with your tongue.
There is an old saying that says,
"Sticks and stones may break my
bones, but words can never hurt
me." That saying is false. Words
have caused tears to flow out of
many people's eyes. Some people try
to be discreet and would not hit a
spouse, but the words that they say
hurt just as much.
Does God care how you use
your tongue? Let us see what the
Scriptures have to say about the
tongue and read how God feels
about it. I believe that more is said
about the tongue, the lips, the
mouth, and one's speech than almost
any other topic.
Sometimes when you call a
company, you hear a recorded message telling you that the phone call
will be recorded, and as I hear that,
my reaction is to be brief and to be
careful of what I say. The Bible has
a lot to say about the tongue and
how it is to be used. You see, even
after you have learned to talk, God
says that you have the right to remain silent. Arresting officers use
that line. In Ecclesiastes 3:7 the
Scripture lets you know there is a
time to speak and a time to keep
silent. You have the right to be silent, but at times it is hard to be
silent. I believe that many times
because we can speak, we feel that
we have to speak, but that is not so.
That verse reads, "A time to rend,
and a time to sew; a time to keep
silence, and a time to speak."
God's Word tells us so many
things about the tongue and how it is
supposed to be used. Proverbs
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17:27-28 says: "He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man
of understanding is of an excellent
spirit. Even a fool, when he holdeth
his peace, is counted wise: and he
that shutteth his lips is esteemed a
man of understanding." Remember,
you do have the right to remain silent. There will be times when you
really want to speak, but it would be
more Christlike not to speak.
I thought about when Jesus
stood before Pilate. As Pilate started
to question Him, how did Jesus answer him? He answered not a word.
Sometimes no answer is the best
answer that you can give in certain
situations, not a word. We are put
here with a tongue that is on fire
from hell, and no man can tame it. It
is a force that we need God's help
with. Only God can help us to speak
when we ought to speak and to keep
silent when we ought to be silent.
Keeping Your Word
The wise man had much to say
about the tongue. He wrote in Ecclesiastes 5:1, "Keep thy foot when
thou goest to the house of God, and
be more ready to hear, than to give
the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil." Some
people talk so much in church that
they distract other people who really
want to hear what the preacher is
saying, and they think nothing of it.
The Bible lets us know that is not
good.
Verse 2 reads, "Be not rash with
thy mouth, and let not thine heart be
hasty to utter any thing before God:
for God is in heaven, and thou upon
earth: therefore let thy words be
few." We are instructed that, as
much as possible, to keep our words
few.
Verse 3 says, "For a dream
cometh through the multitude of
business; and a fool's voice is
known by multitude of words." Eloquence is not measured by the
amount of words one speaks. According to the wise man, it is measured by the ability to keep the
tongue from wagging. It is someGospelTrumpeter.com • November 2017

thing to sit down and learn more
when you listen than when you talk.
When others are talking, if you listen, many times you learn more.
God wants His people to be the best.
He wants each of us to meet the
requirements of the Scriptures in our
individual lives. Without Him we
can do nothing, so we need Him
very much in our speech and in
controlling our speech.
Verse 4 tells us, "When thou
vowest a vow unto God, defer not to
pay it; for he hath no pleasure in
fools: pay that which thou hast
vowed." In other words, do not say
what you do not mean to God. In
essence, someone once said, "When
I first said that, I loved Him, and it
was easy to say, but it was harder to
prove it when temptations came my
way." You can pray: "Lord, help me
to send my roots down deeper. Help
me to be more spiritual and to be at
my best in Your service." Dear one,
if you would talk more to God and
less to people, you would be more
spiritual. God is a great God.
Verses 5-6 read: "Better is it that
thou shouldest not vow, than that
thou shouldest vow and not pay.
Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy
flesh to sin; neither say thou before
the angel, that it was an error:
wherefore should God be angry at
thy voice, and destroy the work of
thine hands?"
You ought to be careful of what
you say. You should make your
commitments with care and honor
them with integrity. If you make a
commitment, you ought to honor it.
If you make a commitment to be
somewhere, but you see that something beyond your control will hinder you from meeting that commitment, you should notify someone in
time so that someone else might be
able to fill that position.
Bringing the Tongue
Into Subjection
The tongue can easily get you
into trouble with man and with God.
Your word should be your bond. If
you say you will do something, you

should be man or woman enough to
back it up. You need to realize what
God is striving to do with you. Let
your words be few.
Proverbs 21:23 says, "Whoso
keepeth his mouth and his tongue
keepeth his soul from troubles." You
know, it is easy to see what is wrong
with other people, but many times
you cannot see what is wrong with
yourself. As an old adage says,
"You cannot see beyond your own
nose."
I read a story one time about a
general who was inspecting the
troops, and he came to a private who
had a loose top button, so he said,
"Private, close that button."
The private looked at the general
and said, "Now, sir, or later?"
He said, "Now."
The private reached over and
closed the general's button that was
open. The private did not see that his
own shirt was unbuttoned, and the
general did not see that his shirt was
unbuttoned.
Sometimes it is easy to see other
people's faults and tell others how
someone should not have said something, and then a few days later
maybe you find yourself saying the
very same thing you said that sister
or that brother should not have said.
Therefore, you have to be careful.
We all need God's help to control
the tongue, because it is so easy to
get out of control.
One older sister said, "The
tongue is in a wet place and liable to
slip out any minute." When you are
walking on a wet floor in most business places, they set out a sign warning, "Caution! Wet Floor." Without
God's help the tongue will slip more
often than what you would desire,
and that is not good. In James 1:26
the Bible tells us, "If any man
among you seem to be religious, and
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion
is vain." People are watching your
life, and you want to have a good
report for God and for the church, so
you have to be careful of what you
say.
Someone wrote this years ago:

"If you would keep your lips from
slips, five things observe with care:
of whom you speak, to whom you
speak, and how and when and
where." That is still good advice.
Sometimes there is a time to be silent, and sometimes that is when you
really want to speak.
As a Christian, your life got
started with grace. Ephesians 2:8-9
reads: "For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast."
Colossians 4:6 says, "Let your
speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know
how ye ought to answer every man."
You were saved with grace, so let
your speech be always with grace,
seasoned with salt. The Apostle Paul
was saying that you should let your
words have some taste.
Some men need to be answered
different from others, or the Scripture would not have defined it in
such a manner. You have to learn
that sometimes you need to say no
and sometimes you need to say yes.
Whichever one you say, you should
say it in such a way that they know
what you mean. Jesus said in Matthew 5:37, "But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil." Proverbs 15:1 says, "A
soft answer turneth away wrath: but
grievous words stir up anger."
You know, sometimes a person
may expect you to respond in a way
based upon what he has done, but
you come up with a soft answer.
Your approach is so different from
theirs that it surprises them and
calms things down. If you answer
the same way that you are spoken to,
the anger will flare as though you
threw gasoline on the fire. I have
learned that two things are equally
bad, or evil: one is to speak when
you should be quiet, and the other is
to keep quiet when you should
speak.
Some people are doing time in
prison because the one who should
have spoken kept quiet. Innocent
people have been killed because
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someone who saw exactly what
happened kept quiet. Sometimes
when people should keep quiet, they
utter words that would have been
better left unspoken. To be a child of
God, you have to strive to bring the
tongue into subjection.
A Gossiping Tongue
Ephesians 4:26 states, "Be ye
angry, and sin not." One of the easiest ways to sin when you are angry
is out your mouth. We have to learn
to be like Jesus. Jesus kept silent
when He felt it was the best thing to
do before Pilate. Then in Matthew
5:2 we read, "And he opened his
mouth, and taught them, saying."
Jesus knew when to keep silent and
when to speak. Too much talk is not
good. James let us know that religion is vain if one cannot control his
tongue. We do not want to give the
world that impression. Sometimes
people get too careless with what
they say and how much they say;
therefore, we need God's help.
One bad form of speech is talebearing. Talebearing and gossip
cause discord. You should not want
to sow discord. Discord is not a
good thing among brethren. The
Bible tells us in Proverbs 6:16-19
that God hates he that sows discord
among brethren. God does not like it
at all. You need to realize that and
strive to live so that you do not do
these things.
Proverbs 6:16-19 reads: "These
six things doth the LORD hate: yea,
seven are an abomination unto him:
A proud look, a lying tongue, [The
Bible tells us that all liars are going
to find themselves in the lake of fire,
even those who tell little lies. All
liars are going to be cast into the
lake of fire.] and hands that shed
innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be
swift in running to mischief, A false
witness that speaketh lies, and he
that soweth discord among brethren." God hates that. Talebearers
and gossipers are what usually comes out of that.
Webster's Dictionary says that a
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talebearer is "one who spreads
gossip, scandal, or idle rumors."
Proverbs 20:19 says, "He that goeth
about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him
that flattereth with his lips." Anytime you see someone, whether he
says he is a Christian or not, who
has too much to say, you need to
watch out for that person. Some
older people back home say a dog
that will carry a bone will bring a
bone.
The Apostle Paul wrote to
Timothy in 1 Timothy 5:13 how
those who were idle, or busybodies,
speak things that they ought not. We
each need to mind ourselves. If you
get a little time on your hands, you
need to use it wisely, pray more, and
dig into the Scriptures a little more.
If you become too idle, you may
find yourself getting into problems
with God, because the devil finds
work for idle hands and idle lips. He
will put something in your mouth
for you to carry. Proverbs 25:23
says, "The north wind driveth away
rain: so doth an angry countenance a
backbiting tongue."
If someone were to come
to me and say, "Pastor, So-and-So
said . . ." I would say: "Hold it right
there. Would it be okay if we get Soand-So?" If he were to reply: "Oh,
no. I don't want him to know where
you got this from," I would say,
"Well, then, don't tell me any more,
because as sure as you tell me, I am
going to tell him." If you let some
people pile gossip in your ears, they
will always be bringing it. You need
to let such people know that you do
not want to listen to that.
How You Should Treat
Backbiters
First John 1:9 reads, "If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." You must confess with your
mouth. Paul said in Romans 10:9,
"That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath
20

raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved." You get saved by using
the tongue, and some people backslide through using it. So you can
get in the Kingdom of God with
your tongue, and you can get out
with it. No man can put you out of
the church, but your tongue can put
you out, and you may land right
back down in the honky tonks.
Therefore, you need to watch what
you say.
How should you treat backbiting
people, those who go behind other
people's backs and spread stories?
The Bible says in Galatians 6:1 that
"if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such an
one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted."
If you feel that you are not
spiritual enough to help that person,
let another brother or sister go to
that one out of concern and try to
work with that brother. If you had
done what that person had done,
how would you want to be treated?
You should treat that person as you
would want others to try to help you
out of that condition. You should
not go talking behind that person's
back and say this or that. You cannot help anyone that way. You can
only help someone by addressing the
problem. The tongue can be used in
many good ways.
Again, Proverbs 25:23 states,
"The north wind driveth away rain:
so doth an angry countenance a
backbiting tongue." Do you want to
stop backbiters from coming to you?
Just let them know that you do not
approve of it. Just as the north wind
drives away the rain, an angry countenance will have the very same
effect upon a backbiting tongue.
Proverbs 26:20-21: "Where no
wood is, there the fire goeth out: so
where there is no talebearer, the
strife ceaseth. As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a
contentious man to kindle strife."
Many times strife likes strife; it is
built around certain people. Some
people are more given to that than
others, so you have to be careful. If
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you have a problem, you need to
talk to God about it. You need to tell
Him that you want better control of
your tongue and tell Him you want
to use it more to His glory. Only He
can help bring it under control.
The tongue is something to be
reckoned with. Proverbs 16:27-28
says: "An ungodly man diggeth up
evil: and in his lips there is as a
burning fire. A froward man soweth
strife: and a whisperer separateth
chief friends." If you are not careful,
the devil will use you to do the very
same things that the Scriptures say
are the actions of an ungodly man. I
was always taught that whispering in
public is bad manners, but you often
see it. Sometimes you see whispering, whispering, whispering, and
then all of a sudden, you hear that
one person is not speaking to another person any more. Why? Because of whispering, but they used
to be friends. The proverb writer
said that "a whisperer separateth
chief friends." We need to be wise
as God's people. James 1:19 says,
"Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear, slow
to speak, slow to wrath." This is
good advice whether you are young,
old, or middle aged. Proverbs 18:13
reads, "He that answereth a matter
before he heareth it, it is folly and
shame unto him." I have done that
before. Sometimes you think you are
so sure of what a person is going to
say, but that person looks at you and
says, "Why do you not let me finish
what I was going to say?"
Be Careful With Your Words
In the Old Testament, in the
Book of Esther, you can read that
the king wanted to honor Mordecai.
Haman thought that if the king
wanted to honor someone, surely it
had to be him, so he started to name
all the things that he wanted to happen to him. Sometimes before a
person hears the whole sentence, he
breaks in and says something, but
the other person was not finished
yet. Sometimes when a person finishes what he was speaking after

you cut in, you will feel like the
Scripture says, "a fool," because he
was not going to say what you
thought he was going to say. That is
a time to be quiet so the person can
finish. Then you can respond favorably because you heard the full sentence. Half a sentence is hard to
respond to because you do not know
exactly where the sentence is going
until it is finished. You should not
answer a matter before you hear the
person out.
Proverbs 29:20 reads, "Seest
thou a man that is hasty in his
words? there is more hope of a fool
than of him." An unruly tongue is
hard to bring under control. Matthew 12:37 says, "For by thy words
thou shalt be justified, and by thy
words thou shalt be condemned." As
we move toward the conclusion of
this thought on the tongue, we need
to realize that words are not cheap.
Just imagine how expensive they
are, because you can lose your soul
by saying too much. By your words
you shall be justified, or by your

words you shall be condemned.
Remember, death and life are in the
power of the tongue.
In conclusion, I would like to
leave this little story with you. A
young sister went to an older sister
and said she was having trouble
arguing with her husband. The older
sister listened and said to her, "I
have the perfect cure for that." She
gave her a little bottle filled with a
liquid and said: "Every time you
attempt to argue with your husband,
put one tablespoon in your mouth
and do not swallow it for at least
five minutes. Come back in three
months time and let me know what
is happening."
In three months she went back
and said: "Sister, that is the best
advice that I have ever gotten. That
medicine does not have much taste,
but it surely works!" She said, "And
here, I brought back the bottle for a
refill."
The older sister said: "Okay, I
have plenty of it. Just a minute." She
went to the kitchen sink and filled

GospelTrumpeter.com • November 2017

the bottle from the faucet, closed the
lid, and gave it to her. It was just
water, but that five minutes of restraining the tongue by keeping that
water in her mouth proved to be a
successful remedy for arguing with
her husband. If you have trouble
controlling your tongue, try that.
You cannot always put something in
your mouth, but it proved to be
enough for this woman.
Some people have a saying,
"When you are tempted to say something, count to ten." That is kind of
the same idea. With that water in her
mouth for five minutes, the urge to
argue diminished. I trust that you
can see the beauty in controlling
your tongue so that your religion is
not vain religion. The Apostle James
said you cannot control the tongue,
but God can. I am trusting that you
will allow God to show you that His
grace is sufficient.
(Compact Disc TR-1858)
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Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me.
25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and

whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.
26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?

Brother Irwin Sesher
Trust Not in Material Wealth
Dear one, there is much danger
in thinking of exchanging something
for your soul. Many people today
are ignoring the mercies of God and
going their own way. They work all
their lives saving for retirement,
constantly reviewing their portfolios, adding this and deleting that.
Their minds are taken up with what
they are going to do when they retire. Now, there is nothing wrong
with planning for retirement, but if it
totally consumes a person's mind,
efforts, and everything else, it is
wrong in the eyes of God.
True riches are not found in this
old world. Some people say, "I
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would love to have this" or "I want
more of that." Psalm 62:10 says,
"Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches
increase, set not your heart upon
them."
We read in Proverbs 11:28, "He
that trusteth in his riches shall fall:
but the righteous shall flourish as a
branch." Too many people are driven by material wealth. Materialism
can take over your life if you are not
careful. Many people think that if
they accumulate wealth, they will be
happy and content. Some people
think that if they have money, they
can move into a different social
class. They think: "Hey, look at me!
I have moved up in the world!" Dear
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friend, self-worth and net worth are
not the same. You need to keep that
in mind.
Your value in life is not based
on how much wealth you gain.
God's Word lets us know those
things which are most valuable in
life are not material possessions.
That which is most valuable is truly
having Christ in your heart and life.
How much are you pleasing God?
Some people use money as a status
symbol. I believe all of us want
more money. I do not believe that I
have ever run into someone who
said he did not need any more. However, the love of money can lead one
into terrible paths. Do not let the
love of money consume your life.

Do not be overtaken with the desire
to have more and more of this old
world. Friend, if you do that, you are
going to miss the mark of why you
were put here in the first place.
First Timothy 6:10 says, "For
the love of money is the root of all
evil: which while some coveted
after, they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows." Sometimes when
you make money, it can disappear
quickly. You may say, "I have some
money in the bank." The devil can
use that to cause you to think that
you are secure spiritually.
You may think that you are
secure, and the devil will let you
think that as well. You may rest on
that as being part of your salvation,
but Jesus Christ is the One upon
whom you need to lean. He is the
One to whom you need to look in
order to prosper in your life. Sad to
say, many people are exchanging
spiritual things for material things in
an effort to gain personal satisfaction. Friend, only Jesus can satisfy
your soul. Nothing else matters.
No matter how much you move
up socially or economically and no
matter how much education you
have, do not let those things block
your vision of Christ. Satisfaction is
not found out in the world. It is not
found in the party scene, in drugs, in
alcohol, in any kind of tobacco, or in
a tax refund check that you are planning to get from the federal government. Nothing is better than Jesus
Christ.
Too many people try to substitute this or that for Christ. Friend,
you cannot substitute anything for
Jesus. People have tried it, but if
they had lived for God, they would
have been further up the road spiritually. Individuals dabble in the
things of this old world because the
devil convinces them of a better life.
The devil is sly and cunning, friend.
He knows how to deceive people.
Many become deceived in thinking
that living for this or that will take
the place of Christ. Child of God,
you need to heed the warning. When
you become lean in your soul and

start letting down on the things of
God, other things will start to appeal
to you. When you lean to your own
understanding, you are going into a
pathway of darkness.
Many people are deceived into
thinking that material gain will outweigh spiritual gain, but you must
look at the total picture in life. Some
people want to do things in stages,
but you have to look further down
the road at your motive for doing
things. Some things will lead you
further away from God.
Strengthen Your Stand
With God
If more people would put their
faith and trust in God, they would
see more spiritual productivity in
their lives and would have more
power with God. Too many people
do not have the power they need.
The power that they need to overcome situations is there. Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, today, and
forever. The problem is on their own
end.
None of us has tapped into the
power source the way we need to
tap in. We all want to see our loved
ones saved, and God can save them.
We have to hold on to the horns of
the altar and be where we need to
be. Some have loved ones who need
to be healed. God is still in the healing business. He still wants to heal
bodies and take care of our needs.
A man by the name of Ed Cole
wrote this quote: "The income of
God's Word is the outcome of a
changed life." If your life needs to
change, it can if you will line up
with the Word of God. It is not your
ideas, my ideas, or someone else's
ideas that are important. It is what
God has said in His Word that really
matters. That is what is going to
count one of these days.
When you consecrate your life
to Christ, you will want to do His
will. You will want to go His way.
Some want to do their own thing
and yet prosper with God. Friend,
that does not work. You need God
100 percent of the time. The enemy
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wants to cause you to think of everything but serving God. He will cause
you to think that you have to do this
and do that before you can serve
God. The devil may tell you, "You
can serve God when you get married" or "You can serve God when
you get a better job." The devil will
put everything he can in your way
unless you realize, "I need God
now."
The devil is crafty, so you must
be on the lookout and be wary of his
cunning devices. He may get you to
think that no one cares. Have you
ever thought that? Have you ever
had the thought, "No one cares
about my dilemma"? Dear one, the
church is a family. When you go
through an affliction or a trial, the
saints hurt when they hear that you
are going through a hard place.
The devil will try to get you to
question your stand with God. The
devil is an accuser, and he will tell
you that you are not walking in the
light, but you have to remember that
the enemy is a liar. In the garden
Adam and Eve had the choice of
eating of any fruit from the trees
except one. The other trees were
probably just as beautiful as the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil,
but God said they could not eat of
that one tree. You need to be satisfied with what God allows you to
have. You should not focus on the
things that you cannot have, but be
thankful for what God has blessed
you with.
What got Eve in trouble? She
started questioning what God said
and wanted to go her own way.
Someone once said, "When the devil
reminds you of your problems, remind him of his defeat." If you are a
child of God, the devil is going to
harass you and try to put you down.
You can remind him that he is not
going to win. Jesus Christ will be by
your side. You can tell the devil,
"You do not have anything for me;
you never did and you never will."
Do you know the reason that many
people are overtaken by the devil?
They do not stand against him. He
cannot give you anything any better
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than what God gives you. He will
just give you something that is unclear. The Lord will make things
definite and clear about what you
are to do as a child of God.
The Need for Spiritual Guidance
We all are going to face
problems in life. Things are not
going to run as smoothly as you
think they should. Eventually your
washing machine will break, your
car will break down, and your hot
water tank will stop working, but
you can still serve God. I call those
problems "little speed bumps."
When the enemy comes in like a
flood, you need to look back to
where God has brought you from
and what He has saved you from.
Child of God, think about the beautiful family that He has placed you
in and the sicknesses He has healed
you from. God is so good! He is
great and wonderful! You need to
stand against the devil.
As I already said, sometimes
things are not going to go smoothly.
I often wonder what people who do
not have God in their lives do in
times of adversity. God will be there
to help fight that battle that you are
going through. As children of God,
we are having our freedoms taken
away, but God will be there to help
us fight that battle. The Lord wants
to make a way. The question is, Are
you willing to let Him help you?
Friend, you must be willing to
listen to Him. If you want the Lord's
will in your life, you must learn to
be a peacemaker. Matthew 5:9
reads, "Blessed are the peacemakers:
for they shall be called the children
of God." If you want peace, you
must work at it. You are going to
have to show that you are willing to
work for peace to accomplish it.
Peacemaking takes effort.
Some people give up on the
Lord because they do not put forth
enough effort and dig deep. They
put forth some effort, but they do
not put forth enough effort. When
you were in school and did not quite
understand something, you did not
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sit back and say, "Well, it will come
to me." No, you asked for help to
learn what you needed to do, and
then you had to work through it. It
took effort. You cannot achieve
peace if you run from a conflict.
You have to meet the conflict head
on and pray for spiritual guidance in
order to solve your problem.
We all face problems. Have you
asked the Lord to help you solve
your problem? You never know—
you could be the problem. The Lord
may say that you need to go and
apologize for your actions or for
what you said. You may say: "Oh, I
will pray again. Maybe the Lord will
have a different answer. That's not
what I wanted to hear." You need to
do what is right and stand for what
is right.
As a saint of God, you ought to
stand for the Truth. In this evil time
in which we are living, you need to
let your light shine more today than
you did last year. Some who once
said they would always stand for the
Truth and would not back away
from it are gone today. First, their
spirit changed. When a person's
spirit changes, his thinking changes.
Soon he does not see things as he
used to. He may say, "The preaching
is not like it used to be." Dear one,
you might need to look at yourself.
Maybe you are not what you used to
be.
When a person's spirit and his
thinking change, God may send that
one a strong delusion. Second
Thessalonians 2:11-12 states: "And
for this cause God shall send them
strong delusion [or a strong deceit],
that they should believe a lie: That
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure
in unrighteousness."
Friend, if the Lord sends you a
strong delusion, only He can lift that
delusion. No matter how many good
works you do, there is nothing you
can do to break that delusion as long
as you do not believe the Truth and
take pleasure in unrighteousness.
You need to remember why God
sent you that delusion in the first
place. Did you walk away from
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Truth? You need to allow God to
search your heart.
Saint of God, you must be
careful. This could happen to any
one of us. None of us is immune. It
could happen to you if you start
letting down a little here or there.
Friend, when the Lord sends a
strong delusion, it is a terrible condition. It is vitally important not to
play around with the Truth. You
should not say, "I've heard that
preached time and time again." It
might be sent again to get your attention. The Lord is trying His best
to gain your attention. You should
not allow yourself to get distracted
when the Word of God is going
forth. A church service is not a time
to send text messages or to look
around at others in the services. If
you fail to give heed to the messages, you are slowly hardening
your heart to the Word of God and
the Spirit of God. You cannot get
saved just anytime you want to.
Earnestly Seek God's Face
The enemy will try to get you to
put off salvation and say: "You go to
church every time the doors are
open. You haven't gone into the very
depths of sin. You are a morally
good person." He uses these tactics
to get you to procrastinate. The most
important questions are these: Have
you been born again? Are you saved
from your sins? Have you had a
change in your life?
Christian friend, if you start
letting down, you will become critical toward others and critical toward
the message. You will begin to get
your eyes on others. The devil wants
you to look on other people's actions
and base your spirituality on what
they are doing. You will start to
blame others for your misfortunes.
Someone wrote, "The accusers are
always the losers." Lots of times
people blame their misfortunes on
others, but they need to look in the
mirror to see where the real problem
lies. Remember, the only thing that
you see in the mirror is a reflection,
and the mirror does not lie. That

reflection is you. In reality, you are
to blame for your misfortunes.
We are living in a day when
many people do not want to accept
responsibility. They blame their misfortunes on this, that, or the other.
Some misfortunes are brought on
because of sin. You need to realize
that if you are not following a Christian pathway, things are not going to
go the way you want them to go.
Proverbs 13:15 reads, "Good understanding giveth favour: but the way
of transgressors is hard." If you are
living in sin, it is not going to be an
easy road. Psalm 7:11 tells us, "God
judgeth the righteous, and God is
angry with the wicked every day."
Some couples live together
when they are not married. Living
together before marriage is sin. No
matter how society paints the picture, if you are living together out of
wedlock, it is sin. When things do
not go right and the whining and the
weeping start, often one or the other
packs his or her bags and leaves. If
they were married in the eyes of
God, they might try to work out
their differences. Will the Lord bless
something that is wrong in the first
place? No! The only way it is going
to work is to get their lives straightened out with God. The secret to
having a successful marriage is
placing God in the center of it.
Young person, you need to pray
and earnestly seek God's face concerning getting the right companion.

Your eyes can deceive you. You
need God to place the right person
in your heart. Do not go after the
one that you think is right for you.
You need to seek God's face so that
you know for sure. What does the
Lord want for your life? It is better
not to have a companion than to get
the wrong one.
We live in a world today where
too much emphasis is placed on this
old body. You are going to lay down
this temple of clay one of these
days; it is going to return to the
earth. Some people worry, fret, and
wring their hands about the foods
they consume, the air they breathe,
and the liquids they drink, but they
do not even blink an eye when it
comes to where they are going to
spend eternity. Many books have
been published on how to take care
of yourself, and there is nothing
wrong with that. However, one can
be too consumed about it and get his
eyes off the reason he is here.
First Timothy 4:8 states, "For
bodily exercise profiteth little: but
godliness is profitable unto all
things, having promise of the life
that now is, and of that which is to
come." There are great profits and
great rewards in serving Christ. The
yield is great and interest is wonderful, plus the retirement package is
out of this world. Real joy is not
found in worldly habits but only
through Christ. You have to battle to
gain it, saint. You have to stay true

to the Lord and be where you need
to be. Another person once said,
"Pray as if it is all up to God, and
work as if it is all up to you."
What are you exchanging your
soul for? Are you placing something
ahead of your Savior? Sinner friend,
the Lord wants you in the fold, and
He is beckoning you to come to
Him. He is standing at your heart's
door and knocking, waiting for you
to open the door. He will not open
the door for you. You have to let
Him in. This is not a time to reject
Christ. Look what is happening to
people who have rejected Christ.
Too many of those people have
turned to lesbianism and homosexuality.
The Lord wants first place in
your heart. Jesus Christ is the answer. You need to let Jesus make a
difference in you in order to make a
difference in the world. You have to
start with yourself. Do not look at
others. How about making a difference in yourself? Jesus Christ still
wants to make a difference in people's lives. If you submit your will to
Him, I can guarantee you that you
will be one of the happiest persons
who has ever walked on this earth.
Satisfaction is not found in all these
worldly things, but it is only found
through Jesus Christ. If you have a
need, won't you seek our loving
Savior?
(Compact Disc TR-1313)

FAITH makes a man a Christian.
His LIFE proves he is a Christian.
TRIAL confirms him as a Christian.
DEATH crowns him as a Christian.
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Don't miss these . . .

Upcoming Meetings
Newark, OH
October 29November 5

Revival: Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Monday-Saturday 7:00 p.m.; Sunday School 9:30 a.m.,
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m., and Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
For more information contact: Pastor Roger L. Decker
Telephone: 740-344-2543

Canby, OR
November 23-26

Revival: Church of God, 522 N. W. 2nd Ave., Canby, OR
Service times: Thursday-Saturday 7:00 p.m. and Sunday 6:00 p.m.
For more information contact: Pastor David Stegmeier
Telephone: 503-313-0227

Newark, OH
December 27-31

Winter Camp Meeting: Church of God, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, OH
Service times: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.; Thursday-Sunday 10:00 a.m.
& 7:00 p.m. Morning prayer services Thursday - Sunday. Heated
dormitories. For lodging reservations contact Brother or Sister Bush,
725 N. Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055, or call 740-345-1213.
Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
For further information contact: Pastor Roger L. Decker
Telephone: 740-344-2543

2018 Camp Meeting Dates
June 17 - 24
July 29 - August 5
December 26 - 30
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We hope you will plan your vacation time so that you
can join us for these old-fashioned camp meetings.

We welcome everyone!
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December 27-31
Make your reservations now to come
and worship the Lord with us in an
old-fashioned meeting at God's
Acres, Newark, Ohio

Send reservations to:
:
David L. Bush
T he
begins
725first
N.service
Cedar Street
W ednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Newark, Oh 43055
Or call (740) 345-1213
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