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"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord."
Acts 3:19

R EPENTANCE
God's attitude toward the
lost has always been the same.
His desire is for those in sin to
see the error of their way and
repent. The Lord has no pleasure in men and women being
separated from Him and dying
in a lost condition. Throughout
the ages, God has asked the
wayward to repent and be converted. Why do you choose to be
lost when there is a pardon
that waits for the asking? Peter
tells us that the Lord "is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9).
God's desire is the same today as it has always been from
the beginning. He is still able
to reach into the depths of sin
and save the vilest sinner.
God's power is strong enough to
break every chain that would
bind the soul. Although you
might have slipped to great
depths in sin, Isaiah 59:1 tells
us, "Behold, the LORD 'S hand is
not shortened, that it cannot
save." There is hope for you if
you will only turn to Him in
true repentance. You need to
see Him with outstretched
arms, beckoning you to come to
Him. Being obedient to His
command will bring a refreshing to you.
Jesus said in Luke 19:10 , "For
the Son of man is come to seek
and save that which is lost."
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These words of our Lord ought
to bring hope and encouragement to anyone who is lost. If
you turn to the Savior now, He
will not refuse you. In John
6:37 Jesus tells us, "Him that
cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out."
Every Scripture in the Word
of God that pertains to salvation is in your favor. It lets you
know that God is able, willing,
and ready to grant you a full
pardon. There is no slackness
on God's part, nor is there
weakness that will prevent Him
from delivering your soul from
destruction. He is able to perform all that He has promised.
With all His promises being
"yea" and "amen" please note
that any failure to find forgiveness is on the part of the individual. There is no reason for
anyone to be lost!
The
long-suffering
and
mercy of God waits in anticipation for transgressors to make
the surrender to serve Him.
Beware, there is danger in procrastination! There can be
great calamity to those who put
off their soul's salvation. Why?
No one ever knows when death
will come and cut off the possibility of getting right with Him.
Remember, every day you remain under sin's dominion,
eternal doom awaits you. Today
is the accepted time. "Behold,
now is the day of salvation"
[continued on page 9]

Matthew 3:1 In those days came
John the Baptist, preaching in the
wilderness of Judaea,
2 And saying, Repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.
3 For this is he that was spoken of
by the prophet Esaias, saying, The
voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight.
4 And the same John had his
raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern
girdle about his loins; and his meat was
locusts and wild honey.
5 Then went out to him Jerusalem,
and all Judaea, and all the region
round about Jordan,
6 And were baptized of him in
Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees come to his
baptism, he said unto them, O genera-

tion of vipers, who hath warned you to
flee from the wrath to come?
8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet
for repentance:
9 And think not to say within
yourselves, We have Abraham to our
father: for I say unto you, that God is
able of these stones to raise up children
unto Abraham.
10 And now also the axe is laid
unto the root of the trees: therefore
every tree which bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into
the fire.
11 I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance: but he that cometh
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes
I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with
fire:
12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he
will thoroughly purge his floor, and

gather his wheat into the garner; but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee
to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of
him.
14 But John forbad him, saying, I
have need to be baptized of thee, and
comest thou to me?
15 And Jesus answering said unto
him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.
Then he suffered him.
16 And Jesus, when he was
baptized, went up straightway out of the
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:
17 And lo a voice from heaven,
saying, This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.

Brother Roger L. Decker
The Coming of John the Baptist
From Malachi to John the
Baptist, approximately four hundred
years, man did not hear from God.
Malachi was the last of the Old
Testament writers, and he prophesied of John's coming. He said in

Malachi 3:1, "Behold, I will send
my messenger, and he shall prepare
the way before me: and the Lord,
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come
to his temple, even the messenger of
the covenant, whom ye delight in:
behold, he shall come, saith the
LORD of hosts."
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Malachi 4:5-6 states: "Behold, I
will send you Elijah the prophet
before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the LORD: And he
shall turn the heart of the fathers to
the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers, lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse."
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Verse 5 says Elijah the prophet
would come before the great and
dreadful day of the Lord.
Let us look at the fulfillment of
this prophecy in Matthew 11:13,
which states, "For all the prophets
and the law prophesied until John."
Here was another voice. The Law
and the prophets prophesied until
John. Verse 14 reads, "And if ye
will receive it, this is Elias, which
was for to come." Why was John
referred to as coming like Elijah? He
came in the same Spirit and the
same power as Elijah.
Our Scripture text says in verse
4, "And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern
girdle about his loins; and his meat
was locusts and wild honey." Second Kings 1:8 tells us, "And they
answered him, He was an hairy man,
and girt with a girdle of leather
about his loins. And he said, It is
Elijah the Tishbite." Elijah and John
the Baptist came with the same demonstration of power and in the same
Spirit. Elijah appeared on the scene
all at once, and so did John the Baptist. They came in demonstration of
the same Spirit and the same power.
During the four-hundred-year
period, from Malachi to John the
Baptist, God was not speaking
through the prophets. Much emphasis was placed on being of Abraham's seed, and also on the Law of
Moses. You can read throughout the
Gospels that Jesus had a difficult
time with the Sadducees and the
Pharisees. Why? They continually
mentioned Abraham and the Law of
Moses. For example, in essence,
they would say to Jesus: "Moses
said this. What do You say?"
When John the Baptist came
preaching, he stepped in the arena as
a full-grown man. It was at a time
when the Roman empire was in full
strength. Rome, with all its pomp
and splendor and with all its
corruption, was in full strength.
King Nebuchadnezzar's Dream
Now I want to digress for a
moment. In Daniel, Chapter 2, we
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find that in the second year of King
Nebuchadnezzar's reign, he had a
dream, and his sleep was troubled.
Verses 1-2 read: "And in the second
year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams,
wherewith his spirit was troubled,
and his sleep brake from him. [What
did he do? He called for the best
men he had.] Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and
the astrologers, and the sorcerers,
and the Chaldeans, for to shew the
king his dreams. So they came and
stood before the king."
The king commanded them to
tell him about his dreams. They all
went in before the king, and certainly, every one of them wanted to
please him. Every one of them wanted to be able to tell the king about
his dream and get praise and gifts
from the king. So they asked the
king to reveal his dream, but the
king was very wise. He told them
they had to tell him not only the
interpretation but also the dream.
When they all failed, Daniel was
given the opportunity to do the
same.
Daniel 2:31-35 reads: "Thou, O
king, sawest, and behold a great
image. This great image, whose
brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was
terrible. This image's head was of
fine gold, his breast and his arms of
silver, his belly and his thighs of
brass, His legs of iron, his feet part
of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest
till that a stone was cut out without
hands, which smote the image upon
his feet that were of iron and clay,
and brake them to pieces. Then was
the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver, and the gold, broken to pieces
together, and became like the chaff
of the summer threshingfloors; and
the wind carried them away, that no
place was found for them: and the
stone that smote the image became a
great mountain, and filled the whole
earth."
Here we see that Daniel revealed
the dream and the interpretation to
the king. Daniel said that the image's
head was of fine gold, his breast and
GospelTrumpeter.com • March 2017

his arms were of silver, his belly and
his thighs were of brass, his legs
were of iron, and his feet were of
part iron and part clay. Next, he saw
a stone that was cut out without
hands, and it smote the image upon
his feet, which were of iron and
clay, and broke them to pieces. Daniel said the pieces "became like the
chaff of the summer threshingfloors;
and the wind carried them away, that
no place was found for them." In
other words, those kingdoms were
dissolved, but the stone that smote
the image was not dissolved. It became a great mountain. We know
this great mountain represents the
Church of the Living God, and it
filled the whole earth.
Daniel gave the interpretation of
the dream in Daniel 2:36-41: "This
is the dream; and we will tell the
interpretation thereof before the
king. Thou, O king, art a king of
kings; for the God of heaven hath
given thee a kingdom, power, and
strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the
beasts of the field and the fowls of
the heaven hath he given into thine
hand, and hath made thee ruler over
them all. Thou art this head of gold.
And after thee shall arise another
kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which
shall bear rule over all the earth.
"And the fourth kingdom shall
be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all
things: and as iron that breaketh all
these, shall it break in pieces and
bruise. And whereas thou sawest the
feet and toes, part of potters' clay,
and part of iron, the kingdom shall
be divided; but there shall be in it of
the strength of the iron, forasmuch
as thou sawest the iron mixed with
miry clay." Daniel let us know the
king had seen a great image. It had a
head of fine gold, breast and arms of
silver, belly and thighs of brass, legs
of iron, and feet of iron and clay.
The Accuracy of the Prophecy
Daniel 2:36 starts with the understanding of the image. Verse 38

lets us know that the Babylonian
empire where Nebuchadnezzar was
king was the head of gold. Also, he
is the one called "Lucifer" in Isaiah,
Chapter 14. Lucifer was not the
devil, that some say was kicked out
of Heaven. Matthew 6:10 states,
"Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in Heaven."
The will of God is done in Heaven.
You need to rightly divide the Word
of Truth.
The Prophet Isaiah wrote in
Isaiah 14:12-17: "How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of
the morning! how art thou cut down
to the ground, which didst weaken
the nations! For thou hast said in
thine heart, I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne above
the stars of God: I will sit also upon
the mount of the congregation, in
the sides of the north: I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; I
will be like the most High. Yet thou
shalt be brought down to hell, to the
sides of the pit. They that see thee
shall narrowly look upon thee, and
consider thee, saying, Is this the man
that made the earth to tremble, that
did shake kingdoms; That made the
world as a wilderness, and destroyed
the cities thereof; that opened not
the house of his prisoners?"
How do we know that Isaiah
was talking about King Nebuchadnezzar? Isaiah 14:4 states, "That
thou shalt take up this proverb
against the king of Babylon." Who
was the king of Babylon at that
time? It was Nebuchadnezzar. He
had gotten exalted with pride and
lifted up within himself and said in
Daniel 4:30, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built?" God brought
King Nebuchadnezzar down. He ate
straw as an ox out in the field, his
hair was like eagles' feathers, and
his nails were like birds' claws.
The devil was never in Heaven;
furthermore, if the devil is in your
heart, you will never enter there.
The devil must be driven out of your
life before you can ever enter
Heaven. The devil does not dwell in
Heaven, and He cannot enter the
Kingdom of God. You have to go

outside the Kingdom of God to join
hands with the devil.
The Prophet Isaiah said in Isaiah
14:12, "How art thou fallen from
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!" What heaven was he talking
about? He was speaking of the
exalted position that King Nebuchadnezzar was in. Daniel told
Nebuchadnezzar that he was the
head of gold in the image that he
saw in his dream.
The Babylonian empire fell
approximately B.C. 538. Daniel 2:39
tells us of the Medo-Persian kingdom, which fell in B.C. 286. The
Grecian kingdom went down in B.C.
146. Verse 40 speaks of the fourth
kingdom, which was the Roman
empire, and it fell in approximately
A.D. 476.
Daniel 2:34 says, "Thou sawest
till that a stone was cut out without
hands, which smote the image upon
his feet that were of iron and clay,
and brake them to pieces."
The latter part of verse 35 states,
"The stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled
the whole earth." This is a prophecy
of the coming of Jesus Christ and
the setting up of the Kingdom of
God. It pinpoints the Kingdom of
God almost right to the day and
hour.
The Stone Cut Out
of the Mountain
Christ is the stone that smote the
image, and He was the stone cut out
of the mountain without hands.
What is this speaking of? It is speaking of the virgin birth of Jesus
Christ. Man did not have anything to
do with it. When the Scripture says
He was cut out of the mountain,
what mountain is it speaking of? It
is talking about Mount Sinai, where
the Law was given.
Galatians 4:4 says, "But when
the fulness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law." He is
the stone cut out of the mountain
that hit the image in the feet. He is
the stone that became a great mounGospelTrumpeter.com • March 2017

tain and filled the whole earth.
Praise be to our God!
Psalm 118:22-23 reads: "The
stone which the builders refused is
become the head stone of the corner.
This is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes." Isaiah 28:16-17
states: "Therefore thus saith the
Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for
a foundation a stone, a tried stone
[He was tempted on every point, yet
without sin], a precious corner stone
[He was Heaven's best], a sure foundation [if you stay with Christ, you
are on a sure foundation]: he that
believeth shall not make haste. Judgment also will I lay to the line, and
righteousness to the plummet: and
the hail shall sweep away the refuge
of lies, and the waters shall overflow
the hiding place."
Christ was born of a virgin. I
repeat, man had nothing to do with
the birth of Christ, and He was born
under the Law. Again, Daniel 2:34
says, "Thou sawest till that a stone
was cut out without hands, which
smote the image upon his feet that
were of iron and clay, and brake
them to pieces." The stone smote the
image upon his feet. The feet of the
image represent the Roman empire.
Right at the time when the Roman
empire was in full strength with
corruption and deceit working in the
priesthood, there came John the
Baptist, the forerunner of Christ;
right behind him came the stone cut
out of the mountain, which struck
the feet of the image, the Roman
empire.
Luke, Chapter 2, lets us know
that Caesar Augustus ruled the thenknown world at the birth of Jesus
Christ. "And it came to pass in those
days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus, that all the
world should be taxed" (verse 1).
Caesar Augustus had power, because he could tax the whole world.
He was in office at the birth of Jesus
Christ, so the Roman empire was in
full power.
Luke, Chapter 3, lets us know
that when John appeared, there were
ruthless, cold-hearted murderers
ruling the Roman empire. One of
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them was Tiberius Caesar. He was
known for his loose living and for
stirring up much mischief. Pontius
Pilate was spineless. He would not
step up to the people; he was a people pleaser. (One certainly cannot be
a true pastor and be a people
pleaser.) Another ruler was Herod
Antipas, the son of Herod the Great.
He was a well-known, ruthless murderer of innocent people. It was he
who had John the Baptist beheaded.
Other rulers were Philip, the brother
of Herod, and Lysanias, a governor
of Abilene.
Politics was even in the priesthood. Instead of having one high
priest, they had two high priests who
shared the office. They had
Caiaphas, who was the son-in-law
of Annas, and Annas. They claimed
that they exercised the office by
taking turns. It was in this type of
atmosphere that the Roman empire
was in full strength and the civil
government was corrupt. There was
no open vision at that time. God did
not speak to the prophets for more
than four hundred years. Corruption
was in the priesthood, and it was in
this type of atmosphere that there
came a voice crying out of the
wilderness.
The Bible says in Luke 3:2,
"Annas and Caiaphas being the high
priests, the word of God came unto
John the son of Zacharias in the
wilderness." John was not in worship at the temple, going through
catechism, sitting at the feet of
Gamaliel, or a member of the Sanhedrin. The Word of God came to
John in the wilderness. Oh, how
God can use one who is fully committed to Him! Regardless of your
education, your nationality, or your
race, if you are fully consecrated to
God, He can use you just as He used
John as a voice in the wilderness.
A Light in the Darkness
Matthew 3:1 says, "In those days
came John the Baptist, preaching in
the wilderness of Judaea." What
days was Matthew speaking of? He
was talking about the days of Christ.
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You may think that the Christian has
it rough now, but those were days of
corruption. The Roman empire was
corrupt, the priesthood was corrupt,
and orthodox religion was corrupt,
including the Sadducees and the
Pharisees, who were legalistic and
did not have mercy.
John the Baptist had a message.
Now, the message may not seem
very deep to you, but it was very
powerful. It shook orthodox religion; it shook up the Sadducees and
the Pharisees. Something got hold of
them when they heard that message,
"Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand" (Matthew 3:2).
The power in that message stirred
Herod, as well as the Sadducees and
the Pharisees. As simple as the message was, it was weighty and powerful, and it got right down to the spirit of mankind. In these days of corruption in which we are living, that
is still the message.
God did not work through the
priesthood or through the lineage.
He did not speak to the civil government of the Roman empire. Also, he
did not come through the prophets
of old, but when John appeared, his
voice was like the sudden, thundering sound of the voice of God. They
heard a voice that stirred up every
known religion of that day.
The Jews knew that the voice of
the prophets had not spoken for
more than four hundred long years.
The voice of prophecy was silent.
There was no voice nor any that
answered, but once again the prophetic voice of God began to ring
out through John. The prophets had
not been given anything as far as
what God had to say about situations. They knew that corruption
was all over; then all of a sudden, in
the wilderness a man with a leather
girdle came on the scene, and he ate
wild honey and locusts. He preached
the same message over and over.
What was it? "Repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand."
Matthew 4:16 says, "The people
which sat in darkness saw great
light; and to them which sat in the
region and shadow of death light is
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sprung up." What did Matthew mean
when he said the people sat in darkness? Spiritual darkness filled the
earth. They sat in darkness doing
nothing, and about that time, light
sprang up. The people that sat in
darkness saw that great light. It was
not artificial light, but the light that
gets down in your soul. That light
reveals your true condition.
What were the characteristics of
John? God had to get hold of someone who was fearless. I would to
God that a lot more ministers were
fearless today. John fearlessly denounced evil wherever he found it.
When Herod the king sinned, even
by a "lawful" marriage, John rebuked him for marrying the wife of
his brother Philip. Herod was used
to having his way, but John called
him out about it.
When John saw many of the
Sadducees and the Pharisees come
to his baptism, you can read in Matthew 3:7 that John did not hesitate to
tell them, "O generation of vipers,
who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come?" If the common
people of that day lived lives unaware of God, John told them so.
Wherever John saw evil, whether it
was in the government or in the
church of that day or in the crowd,
he fearlessly rebuked it. He was a
light that lit up dark places. He was
like a wind that swept from God
throughout the country. One writer
said, "The truth is like the light to
sore eyes." Another writer said, "He
who never offended anyone never
did any one any good."
A Signpost Pointing Men to God
We read in 2 Timothy 4:2,
"Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine." If some people are
not rebuked, they will not get any
help, and they will be sealed in a lost
eternity. Some ministers just will not
speak up and warn people. That was
not so with John the Baptist. Those
who heard the preaching of John
would not have been helped if John

had not been true to their souls.
Today many people could not have
taken the preaching of John or of
Jesus. Jesus would have pointed His
finger and said, "Woe to you,
scribes, Pharisees, and hypocrites!"
As perfect as Jesus was, He
could not please everybody. He did
no sin, yet people found fault with
Him. Someone may ask, "How do
you get through the fault finding?" I
just look at the spirituality of the one
doing the picking, and I pray for that
one. Also, I make myself available
to be right there to help that person
any time.
You may say, "Oh, I could take
the preaching of John the Baptist."
Well, how would you take being
called a snake? That is awfully
strong. People today do not want to
be called a sinner, let alone a snake.
People do not want to be told when
they are out of order. John called
some people vipers. He not only
denounced men for what they had
done, but he summoned them to
what they ought to be. He not only
condemned them for what they
were, but he also challenged them to
be what they could be. He was a
voice calling men to higher heights.
He not only rebuked evil but also set
before men the good way.
John came from God. He
preached the message of repentance
and introduced the Kingdom of
God. He was a voice sent to rebuke
evil. God knew what the need was.
Contrary to what many men feel
today, God still knows what the
need is. The Bible says John came
out of the wilderness. He did not
come through the high priest's office. The Jews already had two
people in there. He did not come
through any special school, but he
was taught and schooled by God.
How I love to be taught and
schooled by God! I thank God for
what men can teach, but what God
can teach is wonderful! It is wonderful what a little talk with Jesus will
reveal. It is wonderful how God can
speak to His people.
John came to men after he had
undergone years of lonely prepara-

tion in the wilderness. The first we
read of John is when he came out of
the wilderness as a full-grown man,
fully armed with the Gospel. He did
not come with his opinion, but he
came with a message from God.
Before he spoke to men, he had
spent time in the company of God
A pastor, a preacher, an
evangelist, and a teacher should
always come into the presence of
men from the presence of God. A
Sunday school teacher ought to go
before the class from the presence of
God. All ministry ought to do the
same thing.
John was a signpost to point
men to God. He did not point men to
himself. He rebuked sin, and he was
a signpost to God. It was not himself
that he wished men to see, but he
was preparing them for the One who
was to come. John was preparing the
way for the King of kings.
Malachi 3:1 states, "Behold, I
will send my messenger, and he
shall prepare the way before me."
John did not point to himself, but he
pointed to God. Men recognized
John as a prophet even though they
had not heard a prophetic voice for
many years. They knew John came
from God. God's people know when
a man stands before them whether
he is really anointed of God. He was
a voice to summon men to righteousness, and a signpost to point
men to God. Just having come from
the presence of God gave him
authority when he spoke.
A Changed Life
John's life is parallel to that of a
Christian's life. Jesus said in Matthew 5:14, "Ye are the light of the
world. A city that is set on an hill
cannot be hid." If you are really
living a Christian life, your life will
light up darkness. It will show evil
for what it really is, and you do not
even have to say a word. Just live
the message. Your life will light up
the evil going on around you. A
Christian's voice is to summon men
to righteousness.
The Apostle Paul stood before
GospelTrumpeter.com • March 2017

Felix in Acts 24:25. It reads, "And
as he reasoned of righteousness,
temperance, and judgment to come,
Felix trembled, and answered, Go
thy way for this time; when I have a
convenient season, I will call for
thee." Here Paul was using his voice
to summon Felix to come to righteousness.
A Christian's life is just like
John's—a signpost that points men
to God. When people see your life,
Christian friend, they should be able
to see God in your life. Something is
wrong if they do not. You should
not point men to yourself, but rather
to God.
Look at the message God gave
John. It was a message of great
depth, but it had great understanding
with it. It pricked the hearts of those
who heard it. It brought people out
from Jerusalem, Judaea, and the
region about Jordan. The Jews knew
what the message of repentance was.
They knew it through the prophets.
They knew that true repentance is
issued not merely in the sentimental
song, but in a real change in life.
The Jews also knew that true repentance brings forth fruits that demonstrate and support the reality of true
repentance.
John's message attracted the
religious hierarchy of the day.
Again, Matthew 3:7 tells us, "But
when he saw many of the Pharisees
and Sadducees come to his baptism,
he said unto them, O generation of
vipers, who hath warned you to flee
from the wrath to come?" Verse 8
continues, "Bring forth therefore
fruits meet for repentance." Another
translation says, "Go and do something that shows that your heart is
really changed." John would not
baptize those whose hearts had not
been changed. Why? Baptism is for
those who have already been
changed. True repentance always
produces fruit. A changed life always follows true repentance. If
your life has not been changed, you
have not repented. You may ask,
"Do you have to narrow it down that
tight?" John did, Jesus did, and the
Apostles did.
7

John 4:28-30, speaking of the
woman at the well, says: "The
woman then left her waterpot, and
went her way into the city, and saith
to the men, Come, see a man, which
told me all things that ever I did: is
not this the Christ? Then they went
out of the city, and came unto him."
Restitutions
Luke 19:8, speaking of Zacchaeus, reads, "And Zacchaeus
stood, and said unto the Lord;
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods
I give to the poor; and if I have
taken any thing from any man by
false accusation, I restore him fourfold." When a person truly repents,
he is also ready to make restitution.
This still needs to be preached. A
person truly born of the Spirit of
God will say amen to the will of
God.
I had to make some restitutions
when I got saved, and I had to make
some apologies. Also, I have had to
make some apologies since I have
been saved. Are you ready to make
restitution? Certainly, you must have
God's direction. You should not run
off and make restitution on your
own. You need to pray and seek
God's help and direction. If you run
somebody down in the congregation, if you have talked about someone, you are going to need to make
a restitution. This still needs to be
lived. How can people run other
people down, talk about them, destroy their character, destroy their
name, and cause people to have
doubts about them? How can they
do that and go on and profess to be
Christians? There has to be a searing
of the conscience, because God is
more faithful than that. There must
be some restitutions made. The minute you step out of line, God will
smite you in the heart through chastisement, or correction. How do you
get rid of it? You must straighten up
and make restitution. You have to
restore the pledge. That which you
stole must be taken back if at all
possible.
There was a time when I used to
8

fight, but I do not like to fight any
more; I like peace. Before I was
saved, I had war in my heart, but
God changed my heart. He gave me
a new heart that does not have war
in it; it has peace in it. Just before I
got saved, I had gotten in a fight.
Well, it was humiliating to go back
to the guy and say, "I'm sorry." I am
talking about true repentance.
Repentance puts you in the kingdom, in the church. True repentance
requires restitution. When you get
saved, you must pay back whatever
you stole.
Malachi 3:8 reads, "Will a man
rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings." If you
ask God a question, He will give
you an answer. The devil never will
give you a straight answer, but God
always will.
You may say, "I can't afford to
tithe." Well, you cannot afford not
to do so. If you are walking in the
light, you will tithe. Why? The tithe
is not yours; it is God's. Now, you
can have something to say about the
offering when you pray to God, but
not the tithe. The tithe is the Lord's.
They asked God a question,
"Wherein have we robbed thee?"
Well, God answered them with only
four words: "In tithes and offerings."
Malachi went on to say in verses
9-10: "Ye are cursed with a curse:
for ye have robbed me, even this
whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse, [Where do the
tithes go? They go in the storehouse,
where you get your soul fed; right in
the congregation that you attend.]
that there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me now herewith,
saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to
receive it." Isn't that wonderful?
You are in bad shape spiritually
when you take something that belongs to God. If you have done that,
you need to make restitution. You
have no business messing around
with the tithe. Why? It is not yours;
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it is God's.
You may say, "Well, I'm in bad
shape financially." Who got you into
that condition? If you had stayed
close to God, God would have
brought you out of it. If you would
have asked God for direction, He
would have directed you out of it.
Some people say they cannot afford
to pay their tithe, yet they buy all
kinds of videos, rock music, and the
best stereo equipment. They are
robbers of God. They have no business taking that which belongs to
God. If you touch that which belongs to God, just as Belshazzar
messed around with the vessels
taken out of the temple, you are in
trouble until you make restitution.
I repeat, repentance produces
fruit and a change of heart. It will
produce a change in your ways.
John would not even baptize those
who had not been changed. The
Pharisees and the Sadducees came
trusting in the fact that they were
Abraham's seed. Matthew 3:10
reads, "And now also the axe is laid
unto the root of the trees: therefore
every tree which bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down, and cast
into the fire."
True Repentance
We read in Malachi 4:1, "For,
behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall
be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD
of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch."
Luke 3:5-6 says: "Every valley
shall be filled, and every mountain
and hill shall be brought low; and
the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways shall be made
smooth; And all flesh shall see the
salvation of God." Before the Cross,
all flesh is on one level. We find in
the Gospel that people who humble
themselves shall be exalted, and
those who exalt themselves shall be
abased. The crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough shall be made
smooth. The Gospel message put an

end to all genealogies. Since the
kingdom has come, God is not
dealing with Israel as a nation any
longer. Every Jew that makes it in
will make it in the same way that
you and I make it in, and that is by
faith and repentance. God is still
working yet today. Repentance involves confessing and forsaking all
sin.
Proverbs 28:13 reads, "He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy." First John
1:9 tells us, "If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."
You may say, "I'd like to see a
change in my life." If your life is
ever changed, it is going to come

through repentance. Everyone who
has had his life changed came
through the door of repentance. That
is the way you get in the Kingdom
of God. True repentance has
changed nations, it has changed
congregations, and it has changed
individuals. Repentance is a turning
back to God when man has drifted
away. If you follow the flesh, it will
lead you further away from God.
Repentance is turning back to God.
When the message of repentance
is heeded, it is the start of a Christian walk with God. It is entrance
into the Kingdom of God. It is entrance into the Church of the Living
God. Have you truly repented in
your life? If you have, a change had
to come, and you are not the same
person you used to be. If you are the

same person you used to be, you
might have joined a religious organization, and you might be steeped in
religion, but to truly be changed and
get into the Kingdom of God, you
need to repent.
Has that change come in your
life, where you can say: "Yes, I
thank God that I've repented and I'm
a child of God. I have definitely
been changed from death to life"? If
you have not really come through
the door of repentance, you need to.
Repentance would straighten up a
lot of things if people would just
humble themselves and let Christ
exalt them.
(Cassette C-2087E)

The Cross of Christ reveals man's sin at its worst,
but God's love at its best.
[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

(2 Corinthians 6:2). "To day if ye
will hear his voice, Harden not
your hearts" (Hebrews 3:7-8).
Again, the decision rests with
you. You have the right to choose
how you live in this world. You
may prefer to go on living your
own sinful way, but be assured
this choice will be the greatest
mistake you ever make in life. If
you choose to walk contrary to
God and refuse His pardon, you
are choosing to spend eternity in
the regions of the lost.
One must understand that he
or she cannot become a Christian
or depart from sin just anytime he
or she feels like it. If salvation is
ever obtained, it will be when God
is ready, or when He invites you.
John 6:44 tells us, "No man can
come to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him."
The time to be saved is when God
calls to you, when He speaks to

your heart. God calls through His
Spirit or through the preaching of
the Gospel. It brings conviction of
sin, making you aware of your lost
condition. It brings knowledge
that you have grieved the heart of
God. When the prodigal son realized his deplorable condition, he
arose and went back to his father.
He realized the foolish error he
had made. Repenting of his sinful
way, he surrendered himself. Every lost soul must forsake his way
and return to the Lord. There is
mercy and pardon waiting for all
who will return.
Another great mistake some
people make is that of trying to
get saved on their own terms.
Some think they can dictate to
God certain conditions to which
He must agree before they yield.
Trying to bargain with God is
futile. Friend, this idea will never
work! Isaiah 55:7-8 informs us:
"Let the wicked forsake his way,
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and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto
the LORD, and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon. For my
thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,
saith the LORD." When a man or a
woman surrenders to God, it must
be unconditional and without stipulation.
Dear one, it is to your advantage to seek God while He may be
found and while you have the opportunity. God loves you, but He
is angry at your sin and rebellion.
In Deuteronomy 30:19 these
words are penned: "I have set before you life and death, blessing
and cursing: therefore choose life,
that both thou and thy seed may
live." It is your choice. The Lord is
inviting you to repent and return
to Him before it is too late.
Selected
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1 John 2:1 My little children,
these things write I unto you, that ye
sin not. And if any man sin, we have

an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous:
2 And he is the propitiation for

our sins: and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world.

Brother Larry Dishman
Only One Mediator
How tragic it would be to live
without a real advocate to intercede
for us. Everyone needs an intercessor. The Bible lets us know there
is only one mediator between God
and man, not the priest, not the
pope, and not the pastor, but the
Man, Christ Jesus. The Apostle John
wrote to the church, not to encourage the saint to sin, but to tell them
not to sin.
There is a possibility that one
can sin, so John said, "If any man sin
[not when], we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous." You must always remember, even though forgiveness is
10

available and your sin can be forgiven, there will always be consequences to sin. By the grace of God,
you can be forgiven of sin if you fail
God, but that does not take away the
consequences of sin. Therefore, it is
important to guard your life, your
thoughts, and your actions.
In the life of a Christian, there
can never be any incentive or enticement to think lightly about sin. You
must never take Christ's advocacy
and intercession for granted. I fear
that is what is being done many
times in the religious world. Sometimes people take the attitude,
"Well, I know this is wrong, but I
am going to go ahead and do it because all I have to do is turn around
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and ask God to forgive me." This is
the way some people live their lives,
but you cannot play games with
God, and that is a game.
John made it very clear that we
are to walk in the light and not to
walk in darkness. He wrote so much
about love and having a love for the
brethren. John's relationship with the
church was especially close, tender,
and affectionate. Therefore, he said,
"My little children, these things
write I unto you, that ye sin not. And
if any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous" (1 John 2:1). A true advocate is a friend who exerts influence over another. In a court of law,
an advocate pleads the case of the

accused. More precious words were
never spoken than these words by
John.
John continued in verse 2, "And
he is the propitiation for our sins:
and not for ours only, but also for
the sins of the whole world." This
leads us to the question, How can
one fully utilize Christ's ministry
and advocacy? As a Christian, what
are you supposed to do if you fall?
As a minister, I believe I need to
keep this before people continually,
especially young converts, because
when one sins, or fails God, there is
an alternative rather than giving up.
Some have the idea that if they
make a mistake or fail God, there is
nothing else to do but to quit. John
does not want you to do that. That is
the reason he said that we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous.
What are you supposed to do if
you mess up? You should ask God
to forgive you. What should you do
when the enemy of your soul convinces you that you are a worthless
person and that God is finished with
you because you have sinned? How
are you supposed to live your life for
Jesus when you know deep down
inside that you have failed God? I
am glad there is good news for the
one whom the devil is bombarding.
Has the devil backed you into a
corner by saying that you are worthless and that God is finished with
you? I have good news for you if
that is what the devil has been
telling you. If you sin, God has
provided a way for you to reconcile
your fellowship, and it is through
Jesus Christ. He is the propitiation
for your sins. Jesus is your advocate,
and He is the One who comes along
to give aid.
Jesus Intercedes for You
John wrote in John 14:16, "And
I will pray the Father, and he shall
give you another Comforter, that he
may abide in you for ever." He said
in verse 26, "But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he

shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you."
He wrote in John 16:7, "Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go
not away, the Comforter will not
come unto you; but if I depart, I will
send him unto you."
In our Scripture text John let you
know that the Holy Spirit is our
comforter. You are not left alone.
You have One to help you. He will
not forsake you if you fall down. He
is there to pick you up. The Bible
teaches that the Holy Spirit is interceding on your behalf. Romans
8:26-27 says: "Likewise the Spirit
also helpeth our infirmities: for we
know not what we should pray for as
we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And
he that searcheth the hearts knoweth
what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the
saints according to the will of God."
Verse 34 tells us that Jesus
intercedes for us from Heaven. It
reads, "Who is he that condemneth?
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that
is risen again, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us." Jesus is at the
right hand of God, making intercession for us as the people of God.
"Jesus Christ the righteous" is
the One who is the propitiation for
sin. This phrase is important because
even though God in His mercy sent
His Son to pay for our sins, it was
not just God's mercy that enabled us
to be saved. It was Christ's righteousness that saved us. He did no
sin, and neither was guile found in
His mouth. He was righteous and
holy.
If you are saved, at conversion
His righteousness was imputed to
you. Jesus is your propitiation. This
means that when Jesus died for you
upon the Cross of Calvary, He set
you free from the guilt and the condemnation that your sins brought
upon you and restored you to a right
relationship with God. In other
words, He won God's favor toward
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you. To propitiate is to win the favor
of someone by doing something that
pleases him. In this case it was
Christ who won the Father's favor
by dying for your sins. The reason
that is important is that without Jesus being the propitiation for your
sins, you could not get right with
God. He made a sacrifice in your
place. Christ pleased God; therefore,
you can be a child of God.
God's Word was given so that
you could follow it and not sin.
However, it has to be more than just
information. You must take the
information that you find in the
Word of God and apply it to your
life. If you ever want to experience
transformation, the first aspect of
overcoming sin is to cling to the
Word of God.
Your Advocate With the Father
The Psalmist said in Psalm
119:9-11: "Wherewithal shall a
young man cleanse his way? by
taking heed thereto according to thy
word. With my whole heart have I
sought thee: O let me not wander
from thy commandments. Thy word
have I hid in mine heart, that I might
not sin against thee."
Jesus is your advocate. When
thinking of the word advocate, we
naturally picture a lawyer who
pleads for his defendant. The dictionary defines this word as "a
person who supports or recommends
a particular cause; one who pleads
on someone else's behalf." Jesus
does not have to plead on His own
behalf, but He pleads on your
behalf. He is your advocate. This is
for the sinner as well as for the saint.
When John got down to the end
of verse 2 of our Scripture text, he
said, "And he is the propitiation for
our sins: and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world."
Thank God, that does not leave anybody out.
Christ paid the price for
everyone's sin: the good, moral
person and the sinner who is in the
depths of sin. Christ made a way so
that everyone could be saved. No
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one has to go to hell because the
blood was not shed for him. Hebrews 2:9 says that by the grace of
God He tasted death for every man.
That includes you, me, and all people. He shed His blood for all. He
went to the Cross for you, for me,
and for all humanity. We have an
advocate to intercede for us.
Again, to propitiate means to
win favor of someone by doing
something that pleases them. That is
what it means when the Bible says
that Jesus is the propitiation for our
sins. It means that He covers all of
our sins with His precious blood and
causes our sins to be washed away,
never to be seen again. Some people
pile stuff all over their backyards.
They gather everything. Have you
ever seen anyone like that? The wife
may say: "I wish you would do
something about all that stuff out in
the backyard. I wish you would get
rid of all that junk." Well, suppose
the husband goes and gets a big tarp
and covers it. It is still there, but it is
covered. Thank God all my sins
have been washed away by the
blood of Jesus. It is wonderful to
have my sins washed away and not
covered up. God cannot see them
because they have been washed
away.
An advocate is only effective
when the client trusts him with the
truth. It does not make sense to go to
court and give your lawyer half
truths. The same is true when you
come to Christ. You have to come
clean with God, like the lady that
had the issue of blood in Mark,
Chapter 5. She sought many physicians but only grew worse; then she
said, "If I could just touch the hem
of Jesus' garment, I would be made
whole." She pressed through the
crowd even though she was weak
and had been sick for years. The
moment she touched the hem of His
garment, she was made completely
whole. Jesus turned around with that
big crowd thronging him and said,
"Who touched me?"
The disciples said, "You can see
the multitude around You, and You
ask, 'Who touched me?'"
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He said, "Somebody touched Me
because virtue has gone out of Me."
Christ's power made her every wit
whole. The Bible says she fell at His
feet and told Him all the truth. That
is what every sinner needs to do.
You should not go to God and say,
"Well, God, if it had not been for
So-and-So, I would not have gotten
in this mess."
What Does an Advocate Do?
Friend, you cannot blame your
problems on someone else. No, you
have to come to the place where you
say: "Lord, I need You. I am the one
who sinned. I am the one who failed
You. I need Your forgiveness."
Friend, God will save a person who
comes to Him with a broken heart
and a contrite spirit. If you are
willing to cast all your sins and
problems and reservations on the
Lord, He will properly defend you.
An advocate is only effective
when the client is willing to face the
proper penalties for his crime. Do
you know what the penalty for committing sin is? The Bible tells us in
Romans 6:23, "For the wages of sin
is death." This has always been and
always will be the penalty for sin.
Sin breaks God's heart, and sin
breaks fellowship with God.
Someone likened sin to a cut or
a break in an electric wire supplying
power to a light bulb. If the wire is
broken, electricity can no longer
flow through to that bulb. There
must be a perfect connection from
the source of power all the way to
the light bulb in order for there to be
light. It is the same way when sin
separates your connection with God.
Forgiveness is like a splice in the
wire. It does not take a brand-new
wire to complete the circuit, but
every single break must be repaired.
This is what happens when a person
who has never been saved comes to
God.
There is no connection between
the sinner who has never been saved
and God, but God makes the connection. If you have ever been a
Christian and sinned willfully, you
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have been separated from God
again. If you return to God and say,
"God, I am sorry. Please forgive
me," thank God that broken connection is reconnected and the light can
shine again.
An advocate does not plead your
innocence or deny the charges
brought against the breaker of the
law; instead, the advocate pleads for
mercy. I thank God for His mercy! I
am glad that when I knelt at the altar
when I was eighteen years of age,
God did not give me justice; He
gave me mercy. That is what the
sinner needs. You need mercy if you
are lost without God. If you are not
a Christian and you know down
deep in your heart that you have
done wrong, you need to cry out to
God for mercy. He is plenteous in
mercy. If you are fully aware of how
much you need God's mercy, forgiveness, and grace, you will truly
appreciate the greatness of your
advocate in Christ.
An advocate knows of many
cases where a client has refused to
admit his sins and suffered the consequences. If you are without Jesus
Christ, unless you come to the place
where you acknowledge your sin
and admit that you have done
wrong, you are going to suffer
eternal consequences. Jesus, the
heavenly advocate, is aware of the
millions who have failed to realize
the free benefits of His service. Consequently, He is more eager to get
His clients free because of the
disastrous consequences of those
who fail to rely on His services.
Thank God, His services are free. I
thank God that when I was eighteen
years of age, I went to Jesus and got
a clear record and had my sins forgiven, washed away, never to be
remembered against me again.
An advocate possesses great
compassion for his clients. Friend,
God loves and cares about you.
Much time, energy, and expense
goes into the defense of everyone
who calls upon the name of Jesus
Christ. He spares absolutely nothing
for his or her escape from the flames
of hell. An advocate also performs

services, restoration, and renewal.
With such intimate knowledge of his
client, the advocate is in a unique
position to counsel each willing
heart to consider all the choices. An
advocate can bring to bear the benefits learned from millions of case
studies.
Seek the Advocate
Jesus knows everything there is
to know about you. Nothing
surprises Him, because nothing is
beyond His level of experience.
There are good lawyers in this
world, but you cannot say that about
many of them. Some things are beyond their level of experience, but
that is not so when you come to
Jesus Christ. An advocate presents
your case in words and in motions
beyond human understanding. Jesus
represents you with supernatural
grace, wisdom, and love that makes
eternal differences. An advocate is
only able to work his wonders for
those who will truly believe in him.
Sadly, an advocate is unable to
take the case of a person who is
unwilling to call upon Jesus for intercession. If you are unwilling to
call upon Him for intercession, He

will not plead your case before the
Father. He loves you, and He cares
about you, but He will not force
Himself upon you. You have to invite Him and tell Him, "I want You
to be my advocate," and He is anxious to do that.
An advocate can bear powers
that are only available to him. No
human on this earth can access the
supernatural resources disposed of
Jesus. His thoughts are higher than
your thoughts. Christ has never lost
a single case. I want you to think
about that. Few lawyers in this
world can say they have never lost a
case. There may be some, but there
are very few. However, when Jesus
is the advocate, every individual
who has ever come to Him with a
load of guilt, sin, and condemnation
has come through 100 percent of the
time.
Friend, Jesus will come through
for you. You can depend on Him.
He can get the job done. He has
never lost a single case. What a
record! He has never tried and
failed. Christ works a perfect cure. If
you will come to Him, He will not
leave you the way He finds you. He
will save you, change you, and make
you a new person. You will love the

things that you once hated and hate
the things that you once loved.
Friend, you can be assured that
when you ask the Lord for His intercessory help, He is able to assure
you victory over all forces.
Christians are called to walk in
the light. However, some people do
not get the inner man strengthened
as they should, and they wander
away from the light. They need to
do what the Scripture says and seek
an advocate, Jesus Christ the
righteous.
Have you failed God? Quitting
is never the answer. No matter what
you have done, you can repent and
ask God to forgive you. Come to
Jesus Christ your advocate. The
Bible says some men's sins are open
before going to the judgment, and
some men's sins follow them. You
can send your sins on before you
because you have a wonderful advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous. You
can be saved; you can be forgiven.
Are there things that you need to
talk to the Lord about? You can
know that you are saved and that all
your sins are cast into the sea of
forgetfulness.
(Compact Disc TR-1677)

Fountains of Truth
He who cheats his fellowmen robs himself of a clear conscience. After all, he
cheats himself.
A prayer from the heart may mean more than a prayer from a book. God honors
heart praying.
God may let you suffer for the cause of righteousness, but the reward that He gives
pays for it all.
The devil may keep you from getting something that is good, but remember that
God has more than the devil can get. Something better will come.
Heaven's source of supply has never been exhausted, even though countless
millions have had their souls fed across the ages of time.
I have never known of one instance wherein a Christian said he regretted living for
God and doing His will when it came time to exchange worlds.
Selected
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Why Does God Allow
Bad Things to Happen?

Romans 11:22 reads, "Behold
therefore the goodness and severity
of God: on them which fell, severity;
but toward thee, goodness, if thou
continue in his goodness: otherwise
thou also shalt be cut off." We are
living in a time when there is a lot of
evil, sin, disease, death, war, and
famine in our world. In the midst of
these horrible things, we often hear
the question raised, "Why does God
let these things happen?" or "If there
really is a God, why do all these
things happen?" It is common to
hear that question raised by an atheist or somebody in the world who is
trying to argue that the evil in our
world is somehow God's fault.
When you face a hard place, the
devil will tell you that God is not
really there or those bad things
would not happen.
Why does a good God allow bad
things to happen? First, I want to
make it clear that God is good.
Many verses throughout the Bible
express this. We read in Psalm
100:5, "For the LORD is good; his
mercy is everlasting; and his truth
endureth to all generations."
Psalm 145:9 reads, "The LORD
is good to all: and his tender mercies
are over all his works." That even
includes those works that seem to
try you, those works that seem not to
be what you want them to be, or
those bad things that happen in life.
Psalm 34:8 encourages, "O taste and
see that the LORD is good: blessed is
the man that trusteth in him." God is
good, holy, kind, loving, and
gracious.
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Many times people do not know
that God is good because they have
not tasted. I used to think I did not
like shrimp, but then I tried it and
now I enjoy eating shrimp. You may
think you dislike some foods, but
when you try them, they may become your favorite foods. Sometimes people are the same way with
God, but once they have actually
tasted, they find that He is good.
No doubt, you have heard of
what some people think of God.
Some think He is an old gray-headed man who lives up on a mountain,
looking to strike us down. You may
ask, "How can I taste and see that
God is good?" The second part of
Psalm 34:8 says, ". . . blessed is the
man that trusteth in him." If you
have never trusted in God the Bible
way, you cannot know that He is
good.
You may ask, "What is the Bible
way?" You can read about the Bible
way in Proverbs 3:5-6: "Trust in the
LORD with all thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths."
If you have never fully acknowledged God and trusted Him in your
life, you cannot know that He is
good. I have trusted Him, and many
others have trusted Him. We all can
tell you the same thing, that God is
good. However, you have to taste to
see that the Lord is good.
You will go through hard times,
but that does not mean God is not
good. He will not fail to bring you
through those hard times. The Lord
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is good. His ways are just, and He
wants the best for each of us. His
desire is not to inflict pain on you or
to strike you down. When He brings
pain and suffering, He has a plan.
Isaiah 55:8-9 reads: "For my
thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, saith
the LORD. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts." God's
thoughts are so much higher than
your thoughts. You cannot see the
full picture, so you should not try to
work things out on your own. If God
allows adversity in your life, it is not
there to tear you down. You might
not know the exact reason for it, but
His Word lets you know that everything God does is for good.
If you want to understand God,
His Word is where you need to look.
Let us take a look at how evil
entered this world. Genesis 1:31
reads, "And God saw every thing
that he had made, and, behold, it
was very good. And the evening and
the morning were the sixth day."
God created everything, and He
looked at everything that He created
and saw that it was very good. No
doubt, the Garden of Eden was very
beautiful. It was probably the closest
thing to Heaven here on this earth.
Genesis 2:8-15 gives a description
of the garden. It was probably
graced with the most beautiful flowers, everything was probably extremely healthy, and most importantly, God's Spirit walked in the
garden.

The Garden of Eden was not
Heaven, because in the midst of that
garden was someone who has never
been to Heaven and will never see
the inside of Heaven. Genesis 3:1a
says, "Now the serpent was more
subtil than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made."
Although the Garden of Eden was
wonderful, it was not Heaven because Satan was there. Satan never
fell from Heaven, though some people believe that and teach that. That
doctrine is foolishness. When I die,
I want to go to Heaven where I will
never have to worry about the devil
again. If he was there once, what is
to say that he could not go back?
Where did the devil come from
in the beginning? God created the
devil, and he was present in the Garden of Eden. Why did God create
the devil? God created him to give
us a choice. The devil is the main
reason for all the evil in the world.
God looked over everything that
He made and said it was very good.
I believe that statement included the
devil. I am not saying that the devil
is good, because John 8:44 lets us
know that the devil is a murderer,
and he was from the beginning. The
devil is the only thing that God created with the sole purpose of being
evil. God did not create the animals
to sin, and man is not born with
inbred sin, as some people believe.
Why did God say that everything
was good when, as He looked over
everything, He saw the devil as
well? When God said that everything was very good, He was saying
that everything was made according
to His divine will and plan.
Sometimes you may look at your
life and think, "How could this be
good?" The situation itself may not
be good, but when that situation is
put in your life according to the will
of God, the full picture is good. As
God looked over the full picture of
everything that He created, He could
say it was good because it was just
what He wanted it to be.
Although the devil is evil, God
created him for a purpose. This
brings me to the first reason why

God may allow bad things to happen. He allows bad things to happen
because He is fair. The devil is the
influence behind all the corruptness
in the world. God has allowed the
devil to do bad things because He is
fair. God does not force a man or a
woman to serve Him, so He created
the devil to give each of us a choice.
In Genesis, Chapter 3, you can
see exactly why God created the devil. The serpent was there to tempt
Adam and Eve. He gave them a
choice of whether they wanted to
obey God or to go their own way.
You would not consider God to be
good if He was not fair to mankind.
He gave man a choice of what he
wants to do. God is a gentleman. He
will not force His way into your life.
In Revelation 3:20 Jesus said,
"Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock." The devil was created to
give man an alternate way to go if he
should so choose, so God is fair. He
has set before man two ways and
allows him to make a choice. God
even lets man know where each of
those options will lead.
Deuteronomy 30:15 reads, "See,
I have set before thee this day life
and good, and death and evil." Verse
19 says, "I call heaven and earth to
record this day against you, that I
have set before you life and death,
blessing and cursing: therefore
choose life, that both thou and thy
seed may live."
How many times in life have
you faced difficult circumstances
caused by your own choosing?
Someone may go through something
because of his own willful disobedience to God. He might have blatantly disobeyed God and disobeyed
godly counsel.
Some bad things may happen
because God was fair to give you a
choice, and you decided to put yourself in that position. God sets before
you life and death, blessing and
cursing, and He will let you choose
the path that you want. Whenever
you choose a path, you should not
place the blame on God when bad
things come into your life. If you
disobey God and marry an unsaved
GospelTrumpeter.com • March 2017

person, if you take a job that moves
you away from the church, or if you
take a drink of alcohol or take a drug
that could destroy your health and
your life, you cannot blame God
when things happen.
Proverbs 23:29-30 states: "Who
hath woe? who hath sorrow? who
hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without
cause? who hath redness of eyes?
They that tarry long at the wine; they
that go to seek mixed wine." Do you
suffer wounds without cause? How
many times do you put yourself in
situations that you did not really
have to go through? Sometimes a
person goes through things because
of his own bad decisions.
Isaiah 1:19-20 says: "If ye be
willing and obedient, ye shall eat the
good of the land: But if ye refuse
and rebel, ye shall be devoured with
the sword: for the mouth of the
LORD hath spoken it." Lots of hardships and suffering can be avoided
simply by obeying God and by
obeying godly counsel. Samson
knew not to mess around with Delilah, but he kept it up. In the end he
lost his eyesight and his strength,
and he was made a laughingstock in
front of a large crowd of people. All
that misery could have been avoided
had he done what he was supposed
to do. Remember, sometimes God
allows bad things to come into your
life because He is fair in letting you
choose the way you want to go.
The second reason that God
allows bad things to happen is, He is
long-suffering. In all the reasons that
I mention, you will find that they are
good characteristics of God. He does
not allow bad things to happen because He loves violence. He is longsuffering, and He is fair. When you
think of events that sometimes happen in our country, you may ask,
"Why doesn't God put a stop to all
of this?" Ecclesiastes 8:11 reads,
"Because sentence against an evil
work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is
fully set in them to do evil."
God is fully capable of putting
an end to evil in this world if He
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sees fit. In Acts, Chapter 5, you can
read that He did it with Ananias and
Sapphira. The moment they lied to
the Apostle Peter, God struck them
dead. Most of the time, God delays
sentence against an evil work. Why
does He do that? Second Peter 3:9
tells us, "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuffering
to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should
come to repentance."
God is not willing that any of us
should perish. He desires to see all
men come to repentance and to be
saved. Because of this, He is longsuffering. He continues to allow
people to do evil things, not because
He cannot do anything about it, not
because He likes to watch us suffer
due to the sins of others, but He is
not willing that any should perish,
so He gives them a chance to repent.
Do not forget about the first part of
2 Peter 3:9, which says, "The Lord
is not slack concerning his promise."
At some point, everyone will
receive a reward for the works he
has done. Just because God allows
evil does not mean He overlooks it.
Again, God is fair. He will let people choose to do evil. We should be
thankful that God does not always
execute judgment speedily. Where
would we be if He did? Not all adversities in life are caused by sin and
disobedience. Those who are obedient face hardships, but you should
not put yourself through unnecessary hardship by not following
God's instruction.
In God's infinite wisdom, He
could see that man would choose to
sin. Romans 5:12 says, "Wherefore,
as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned." God is so good that
He did not let the story end there.
He provided a remedy for sin; however, that remedy did not come without sorrow. If you choose your own
way and walk away from God, He
may use sorrow to draw you back to
Him.
This brings us to the third reason
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God allows bad things to happen.
John 3:16 says, "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." God so loved us
that He gave His only Son to come
to live and die on this earth to be the
remedy for sin. God watched His
Son go through agony and shed His
blood. God had to turn His back on
Jesus when He became sin and took
on the sins of the whole world.
God allowed this to happen, not
because He is bad and He wanted to
see His Son go through horrible
things. God wanted to create a way
back to Him because man decided
that he wanted to go his own way.
God allowed a terrible thing to happen to His own Son, not because He
wanted to see Him suffer, but the
motive behind it was love. Jesus did
it because He loved us. Sometimes
God allows adversities to come
because He loves you.
In the Old Testament, you can
read of Joseph. He was a very righteous person, yet he faced many
difficulties in his life. He was sold
into slavery by his own brothers. He
was falsely accused and thrown into
prison, and it seemed when something might go his way, it failed.
Through it all, Joseph did not blame
God for his misfortune, but he
stayed true. In the end he was able to
say, "But as for you, ye thought evil
against me; but God meant it unto
good, to bring to pass, as it is this
day, to save much people alive"
(Genesis 50:20).
God had a plan for Joseph's life,
but that plan involved bitter heartache for a number of years. Behind
all that heartache, God had a plan
that set Joseph second in command
to Pharaoh and put him in a place to
save the lives of many people. If you
could only see the plan that God is
trying to fulfill through the hard
times, you would be slower to blame
God and slower to give up on the
purpose that He is trying to work
through you.
Job faced many hard times, yet
Job 1:22 says, "In all this Job sinned
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not, nor charged God foolishly." The
end of Job's life was more blessed
than the beginning. Job was able to
keep the right spirit through the
trials because he had the right spirit
before the trials. You cannot expect
to praise God when you are going
through a hard time if you are not
where you need to be before that
hard time even comes.
To stay perfect and upright in
the trials, you need to have it settled
before that trial. Although Joseph
and Job were upright and righteous,
that did not exclude them from facing bad things. The bad things that
God allowed in their lives were not
meant to destroy them.
When you are serving God,
those things are not meant to tear
you down. They are meant to make
you stronger, just as they were in
Joseph's and Job's lives. Trials are
meant to bring you to a better place.
The motive behind a hard place is
love. Your thoughts are not God's
thoughts. You may never see the
purpose that God has for allowing
adversity to happen to you, but the
Bible is full of promises and assurances that as long as you are serving
God, He is making all things work
together for good. Romans 8:28
says, "And we know that all things
work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose."
What are some things that God
may be trying to work through your
suffering? The Bible can give you
an idea of the good things that God
wants to work through your suffering. God may be trying to use your
situation to bring about salvation to
someone's life or to be a witness to
others, to show them that God has a
better way and that He can bring
them through hard times.
God may be using your trials to
strengthen your faith. First Peter 1:7
says, "That the trial of your faith,
being much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be tried
with fire, might be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ."
God may be trying to help you

to have more patience. James 1:3
reads, "Knowing this, that the trying
of your faith worketh patience." By
increasing your patience, God may
be trying to perfect you. Verse 4
says, "But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect
and entire, wanting nothing." Your
hard times may be a steppingstone to
bring you to a better place.
Romans 8:18 says, "For I reckon
that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us." I do not know the
reason for your suffering, but I do
know that if you are serving God,
your suffering is not in vain. He has
a perfect purpose for the work that
He is doing in you.
Jeremiah 18:1-6 states: "The
word which came to Jeremiah from
the LORD, saying, Arise, and go
down to the potter's house, and there
I will cause thee to hear my words.
Then I went down to the potter's
house, and, behold, he wrought a
work on the wheels. And the vessel
that he made of clay was marred in
the hand of the potter: so he made it
again another vessel, as seemed
good to the potter to make it. Then
the word of the LORD came to me,
saying, O house of Israel, cannot I
do with you as this potter? saith the
LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the
potter's hand, so are ye in mine
hand, O house of Israel."
We must remember that we are
the clay and God is the potter. It
says in verse 4 that the vessel was
flawed, so the potter made it into a
completely different vessel. God is
still asking the same question that
He was asking in verse 6 when He
inquired, "Cannot I do with you as
this potter?" God wants to form you
into a beautiful vessel. However,
you must not become impatient with
the work the potter is doing in your
life. You must trust Him to make
you as it seems good to Him.
We want to consider one more
reason that God allows bad things to
happen. Hebrews 10:23-31: "Let us
hold fast the profession of our faith
without wavering; (for he is faithful

that promised;) And let us consider
one another to provoke unto love
and to good works: Not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching. For if we sin wilfully
after that we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries.
"He that despised Moses' law
died without mercy under two or
three witnesses: Of how much sorer
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be
thought worthy, who hath trodden
under foot the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an
unholy thing, and hath done despite
unto the Spirit of grace? For we
know him that hath said, Vengeance
belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again,
The Lord shall judge his people. It is
a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God."
The last reason I want to
mention is that God allows bad
things to happen because He is the
judge. Many times one comes to a
place where he gets too comfortable.
The sinner may reach the place
where he gets used to the longsuffering of God and forgets that
punishment for his sins is coming
because it is not executed speedily.
The saint may become used to
God's goodness in his life and forget
that he must continue to strive to
enter in. Our Scripture provides a
warning not to become comfortable,
but to remember that one day we all
must stand before God, the Judge of
all mankind. As we approach that
day, we should strive all the more to
be accepted of God.
Young person, if you are not
careful, you can develop the attitude: "Why would God punish
somebody in hell? God would not
do that." The absolute worst thing
that can happen is that you would
spend the ceaseless age of eternity in
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a devil's hell, but God has given you
the ability to choose your own path.
If you choose sin, He will ultimately
give you what you want. God is fair
to give you a choice, and He has let
you know the consequences of each
path.
Your disobedience can cause
you to go through bad things, and
this is the ultimate punishment to
receive for your sins. God is longsuffering, and He does not want
anyone to perish. He is extending
mercy and love. He sent His Son to
die a sorrowful death because He
desired to restore your relationship
with Him.
God sent His Son to die for you.
If you decide you do not want His
love, that you do not want His Son's
blood to cover your sins, how much
sorer should your punishment be if
you disregard that than those in the
Old Testament whom God struck
dead when they committed the sin?
Again, Hebrews 10:31 tells us, "It is
a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God."
You do not want to get to the
point where you think that because
God is good He will not punish you.
Some people think: "Surely God
would not do that. He would not
punish me in hell, would He?" The
good news is that you can make it
right, before you get to the Judgment. If you are not where you need
to be, you need to get right with God
now.
Instead of trying to figure out
why you are experiencing adversity,
perhaps you need to examine your
attitude toward what you are experiencing. Are you blaming God for the
bad times or are you thanking Him?
Are you experiencing bad things in
your life because you put yourself
there or because you are saved and
God is trying to make you better? If
something in your life needs to be
taken care of, if something is not
what God wants it to be, you can get
it taken care of now.
Brother T. J. Foster
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1 Kings 3:7 And now, O LORD
my God, thou hast made thy servant
king instead of David my father: and
I am but a little child: I know not
how to go out or come in.
8 And thy servant is in the midst
of thy people which thou hast
chosen, a great people, that cannot
be numbered nor counted for multitude.
9 Give therefore thy servant an
understanding heart to judge thy
people, that I may discern between
good and bad: for who is able to

judge this thy so great a people?
10 And the speech pleased the
Lord, that Solomon had asked this
thing.
11 And God said unto him,
Because thou hast asked this thing,
and hast not asked for thyself long
life; neither hast asked riches for
thyself, nor hast asked the life of
thine enemies; but hast asked for
thyself understanding to discern
judgment;
12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given

thee a wise and an understanding
heart; so that there was none like
thee before thee, neither after thee
shall any arise like unto thee.
13 And I have also given thee
that which thou hast not asked, both
riches, and honour: so that there
shall not be any among the kings
like unto thee all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my
ways, to keep my statutes and my
commandments, as thy father David
did walk, then I will lengthen thy
days.

Brother Richard Talbot
Solomon's Weakness
Let us consider what Solomon
had to say about life. Solomon said
in Ecclesiastes 1:1-2: "The words of
the Preacher, the son of David, king
in Jerusalem. Vanity of vanities,
saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities;
all is vanity." Much of Ecclesiastes
is written in retrospect. In other
words, Solomon was looking back
over his life and the things that he
had experienced. He came up with
some startling conclusions about life
and this world.
We need to realize that Solomon
began in a very serious situation.
God had given Solomon a heart and
mind of great and unheard of
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wisdom and knowledge to judge the
children of God in this world.
Because of Solomon's humble heart
and unselfish desires, God poured
upon him wealth and riches above
all human comprehension. God
made Solomon a great man. God
told Solomon in verse 14 of our
Scripture reading, "And if thou wilt
walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy
father David did walk, then I will
lengthen thy days."
We find in 1 Kings 4:29-32:
"And God gave Solomon wisdom
and understanding exceeding much,
and largeness of heart, even as the
sand that is on the sea shore. And
Solomon's wisdom excelled the
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wisdom of all the children of the
east country, and all the wisdom of
Egypt. For he was wiser than all
men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and
Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the
sons of Mahol: and his fame was in
all nations round about. And he
spake three thousand proverbs: and
his songs were a thousand and five."
How would you like to have a book
of parables like that? We have a few
of them in our Scripture text.
Verses 33-34 read: "And he
spake of trees, from the cedar tree
that is in Lebanon even unto the
hyssop that springeth out of the
wall: he spake also of beasts, and of
fowl, and of creeping things, and of
fishes. And there came of all people

to hear the wisdom of Solomon,
from all kings of the earth, which
had heard of his wisdom."
First Kings, Chapters 1 through
10, tell of the great undertakings and
accomplishments of Solomon. However, Chapter 11 begins with the
word "But." Solomon was a great
man with great wisdom, but he had
a problem. Sad to say, many people
are good in many ways. They have
accomplished many things and
achieved great honors, but they have
a flaw in their character; something
is wrong.
Solomon faced this situation in
Chapter 11, with the word "But."
The same word was used concerning
Naaman in 2 Kings 5:1. Naaman
was the captain of the host of the
king of Syria. After listing all his
accomplishments and telling what a
great man he was, these words come
before us at the end of verse 1: ". . .
but he was a leper." In other words,
that canceled out all the positive and
good things.
Sometimes when my dad met
people, they would say to him,
"Brother Talbot, your son Richard is
a mighty fine boy," My dad would
often say, "But the half has never yet
been told." In my dad's mind, that
"but" cancelled out all the nice
things people were saying because
he knew the other side of me.
Solomon had another side, and
sad to say, many people have another side to them. You must be
pure through and through if you are
going to be holy, godly, and righteous. If you are going to make
Heaven your home, there can be no
buts, no exceptions, and no other
side to your life.
Disregarding God's Command
As we consider the life of King
Solomon, we find in 1 Kings 11:1,
"But king Solomon loved many
strange women, together with the
daughter of Pharaoh, women of the
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites,
Zidonians, and Hittites." What is
wrong with that? Verses 2-3 explain
what was wrong with it: "Of the

nations concerning which the LORD
said unto the children of Israel, Ye
shall not go in to them, neither shall
they come in unto you [this was God
speaking]: for surely they will turn
away your heart after their gods:
Solomon clave unto these in love.
And he had seven hundred wives,
princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away
his heart."
This great man who was so full
of wisdom, knowledge, and the
presence of God at his beginning
made an affinity with Pharaoh to
marry his daughter. He went down
into Egypt and brought an Egyptian
woman into his palace to be his
wife, and then he gathered several
hundred other young ladies to be his
wives.
Young person, you need to be
very careful when you seek a wife or
a husband. It is only a natural,
normal desire that you should, but
you must pay attention to the Word
of God, to your godly parents, to
your pastor, and to the elders in the
congregation. You may think you
love this one or that one. You may
think that you have to get this certain person or you will be an old
maid or a bachelor. You would be
better off never being married than
to be married to someone that is
going to turn your heart away from
God.
It is easy to think, "I can turn
him" or "I can turn her." Dear one, it
does not usually work that way. The
rule is that you will not be able to do
that. There may be exceptions. God
has had mercy on some. However,
the rule is, you are going to be the
one losing, so take heed.
Have you ever had your pastor
talk to you? My pastor, my parents,
and even my Sunday school teachers
talked to me, trying to drill some
sense into my head. Finally, I woke
up to the fact that they were not my
enemies. I discovered that they were
on my side, and I had to bring myself to the place where I began to
really appreciate my pastor, my
parents, and those who were trying
to help me. There was a time in my
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life when I resented interference in
my life. I did not want anyone to tell
me how to live. I was not the only
one like that, but God got hold of
my heart, melted me down, and
turned me around. It is easy to get
your life all messed up by not humbling yourself and listening. Solomon allowed his wives to turn away
his heart.
First Kings 11:4-7 states: "For it
came to pass, when Solomon was
old, that his wives turned away his
heart after other gods: and his heart
was not perfect with the LORD his
God, as was the heart of David his
father. For Solomon went after
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. And
Solomon did evil in the sight of the
LORD, and went not fully after the
LORD, as did David his father. Then
did Solomon build an high place for
Chemosh, the abomination of Moab,
in the hill that is before Jerusalem,
and for Molech, the abomination of
the children of Ammon."
These pagan worshipers sent
children into the fire of sacrifice to
this god of Moab. Solomon was a
part of that terrible abomination.
Verses 8-10 continue: "And likewise
did he for all his strange wives,
which burnt incense and sacrificed
unto their gods. And the LORD was
angry with Solomon, because his
heart was turned from the LORD
God of Israel, which had appeared
unto him twice, And had commanded him concerning this thing,
that he should not go after other
gods: but he kept not that which the
LORD commanded." What a terrible
testimony!
Solomon's Conclusion
in Retrospect
Let us take a look at his writings
in Ecclesiastes and see what Solomon had to say about all of this.
You must remember that these writings are in retrospect. I want you to
read the verse that stirred my heart
toward these matters. Ecclesiastes
3:11 reads, "He hath made every
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thing beautiful in his time: also he
hath set the world in their heart, so
that no man can find out the work
that God maketh from the beginning
to the end." Solomon said God made
everything beautiful in His time.
God also planted eternity in
men's hearts and minds. The word
"world" in the Scripture above is
also interpreted as eternity. God put
into man's heart the sense that there
is something beyond this world. He
placed a feeling, a sense, an intuition, a knowledge in the heart of
man that there is something beyond
this life. There is something more
than all of this. God gave man a
divinely implanted sense of a purpose working through the ages, that
nothing under the sun can satisfy but
God alone.
Ecclesiastes 8:13 states, "But it
shall not be well with the wicked,
neither shall he prolong his days,
which are as a shadow; because he
feareth not before God." Verse 17
tells us, "Then I beheld all the work
of God, that a man cannot find out
the work that is done under the sun:
because though a man labour to seek
it out, yet he shall not find it; yea
further; though a wise man think to
know it, yet shall he not be able to
find it."
It is here that King Solomon
explained the problem of life. Man's
heart was made for God's dwelling
place. Man's heart, his soul, his inner being was not made for being
filled with anything but the presence
of God. Solomon missed this point,
but he recognized it later in life.
Looking back over his life in retrospect, he came to the conclusion that
his heart was made for God. Let us
not be foolish, as Solomon was.
Solomon explained that the heart
of man can only be truly satisfied
with things of eternal value. Your
soul, your being, and those things
that you seek and long after can only
be met and fulfilled and satisfied
with the things of God. Solomon
found out for all of us that the foolishness of thinking that an individual can find fulfilment and completeness by filling his life with the
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things of this world.
Solomon said in Ecclesiastes
2:3-11: "I sought in mine heart to
give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to
lay hold on folly, till I might see
what was that good for the sons of
men, which they should do under
the heaven all the days of their life.
"I made me great works; I
builded me houses; I planted me
vineyards: I made me gardens and
orchards, and I planted trees in them
of all kind of fruits: I made me pools
of water, to water therewith the
wood that bringeth forth trees: I got
me servants and maidens, and had
servants born in my house; also I
had great possessions of great and
small cattle above all that were in
Jerusalem before me: I gathered me
also silver and gold, and the peculiar
treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men singers and
women singers, and the delights of
the sons of men, as musical
instruments, and that of all sorts.
"So I was great, and increased
more than all that were before me in
Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me. And whatsoever
mine eyes desired I kept not from
them, I withheld not my heart from
any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all
my labour: and this was my portion
of all my labour. Then I looked on
all the works that my hands had
wrought, and on the labour that I
had laboured to do: and, behold, all
was vanity and vexation of spirit,
and there was no profit under the
sun."
Man's Sense of Eternity
I trust it would help each of us
to realize the truth of Solomon's
testimony. There is nothing of a
worldly nature that can meet the
need of your soul, so why should
you toy around with things that are
not going to enrich and enhance
your life with God? Why should you
give your life to things that are going to rob you of your place in Heaven? You ought to give your heart,
your mind, and your soul to the
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things of the Lord and let the world
go its own way.
Dear one, you need to make up
your mind to seek fulfilment and
satisfaction from the things that
fulfill and meet the needs of your
soul. If the things of the world could
satisfy, Solomon should have been a
satisfied man, but he found that the
more he got from the world and the
closer he got involved, the more
vexed he was in his spirit and the
more troubled he was in his soul.
There is something beyond this
world.
We cannot persuade ourselves
that this present state of things is all
there is. God has set eternal
consciouseness in the heart and soul
of every man and woman. Again,
Ecclesiastes 8:17 reads, "Then I
beheld all the work of God, that a
man cannot find out the work that is
done under the sun: because though
a man labour to seek it out, yet he
shall not find it; yea further; though
a wise man think to know it, yet
shall he not be able to find it."
Are you caught up with the
influences, the powers, the temptations, and the forces that are out
there to draw your mind and attention away from the things of God on
every hand? The devil is working
overtime to draw you away from
your faith in Almighty God, and he
is not going to give up.
Someone may say, "There is
plenty in this world to occupy and to
satisfy a person." Yet something
down inside says this world is not all
there is. You are going to have to
answer to Someone. There is a
Higher Power and an eternity. You
must seek permanent and eternal
things. This world is not your home.
You are just passing through, so do
not labor, build, plan, and work to
get everything piled up here at the
cost of your soul. I would not want
to miss Heaven, would you?
As we look back on the past and
see how man has progressed, we can
say that inventions have been marvelous. Man's creative mind seeking
out greater things is unmatched. It is
mind-boggling to think what man

can do with the knowledge that God
has given him, yet with all of that
something inside a man says, "This
is not all there is."
Sometimes the unsaved of the
world feel that they are lord of their
own universe and in control of their
lives. Some of these same men have
confessed on their deathbeds that
there is something beyond all that
they ever dreamed, and they were
going to face a power greater than
they had ever realized. Some men
have opened themselves up to the
fact that though they were building
for this life, something inside let
them know they were going to face
eternity.
God and Eternity
Conscience, reason, and heart
are all thirsty for the Living God.
Down in the depths of the most
wicked heart, there are times when
that heart is stirred with the realization that there is a God. Many atheists who fought against the Bible for
most of their lives confessed in the
end, "I am going out to face the God
that I said never existed, but He is
there."
God and eternity are there. In
the depths of the human soul, there
is a powerful recognition of something beyond this world. I am talking about men of the world and how
they feel inside. Many of them
would not admit it or confess it until
certain times in their lives. I have
heard many testimonies of men that
have confessed that they were never
fully satisfied. Though they had
everything this world could offer
them, they had a longing down inside. What man is there that can
have any chance to satisfy his heart
with the material things of earth
when the richest and the wisest man
of all failed?
Why did Solomon fail? God had
set eternity in his heart, and that
which belongs to eternity will never
be able to find its counterpart in
temporal things. God told Solomon
that if he would obey him and live
by His commandments as his father

David did, He would bless him.
Solomon locked out those feelings.
The heart, as we know, stands for
man's essential character. The heart
is the seed of man's thinking, his
affection, and his desires. It is that
feeling, the heart down inside man,
that separates him from the animal
kingdom. The soul wants to reach
out and cry out, "Abba, Father." The
soul belongs to God, and only God
can fill it and meet its needs.
The very thought of eternity
plagues some individuals throughout
their entire lives. They do not like to
think about eternity, so they try to
convince themselves that the grave
is the end of it all. Yet down in the
depths of their hearts, there is a
recognition that there is something
beyond the grave. This was put in
the heart of all men.
Jesus is the light that lights all
men that come into the world. The
very thought of eternity, the desire
for knowing for sure man's kinship
with the unforeseen future and the
knowledge of man's capacity, for
which these thoughts exist in one
form or another, are deep in every
heart. It is evident, and it long has
been before Christ came into the
world.
There was a universal belief of
immortality among the early Egyptians. That is the reason they buried
the Pharaohs in tombs with all their
belongings. They believed in an
afterlife. The early Egyptians, the
Babylonians, the Persians, the Hebrews, the Hindus, the Chinese, the
South Sea Islanders, the Druids, the
Celts, as well as tribes across South
America and in Africa, have held the
belief that there is something beyond
this world.
Certain tribes in the jungles of
the Amazon threw their children
into the rivers for the crocodiles to
eat to try to appease a god and to
bring a sense of satisfaction to their
hearts. Some people today, intelligent unsaved men and women, function worse than the heathen, trying
to convince themselves that they are
their own god and that there is no
one else to answer to.
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The restlessness of the human
heart tells on itself. Until the heart of
man finds his relationship secure in
Christ, he is constantly seeking,
longing for, and desiring, looking
for houses and lands, trying to find
out how he can invest his money in
a greater way for a greater return to
prosper in this world. The heart of
man never has enough. Man always
wants that which is just beyond his
grasp, thinking, "If I can get that, I
will be happy." Well, you might get
it, but the happiness will not last
long.
Turning Away From God
One of the wealthiest men in
modern times declared to a friend:
"Do not envy me. How can my
wealth help me? I would give you
my millions if you Could give me
your youth and your health." I read
of another extremely wealthy man
who, down toward his last years of
life, had to live on saltine crackers
and liquid foods. His stomach was
in a terrible condition because of
worry and anxiety over his craving
for the next dollar. He testified in his
book that he would give most anything if he could sit down and eat a
good steak dinner. Sadly, he had no
room in his life for God.
You may think that would never
happen to you. Maybe not to that
extent, but perhaps you seek lesser
things as you try to push God out of
your mind and your life. If you do,
you are going to end up the loser in
all things. Man's life consists not in
the abundance of things he possesses. It is always the case that
when the glamor of sunny circumstances vanishes because of some
calamity, a domestic affliction, or
trouble in the home erupting, and
the deeper and more enduring instincts of the soul begin to awaken.
Those instincts let men and women
know there is help and there is a
God.
A man who might never have
called on God when trouble or tragedy hits may be quick to cry: "O
God, help me! I need You, Lord!"
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Why would he cry then? Because he
suddenly realizes there is no where
else to turn.
Once I worked with an older
man who was a very worldly, ungodly person. He made fun and ridiculed the things of God, but when
his precious little granddaughter was
facing a very critical surgery that
could have been fatal, he sought me
out one day. He said: "Preacher, I
want to ask you a favor," as tears
came into his eyes. "My granddaughter is facing a very serious
surgery that could be fatal. Would
you please pray for her?"
I said, "Yes! Let's go over to the
side. We'll have prayer right over
there."
"Oh, no! No, not with me. You
go home and pray." He did not want
to get involved with prayer, but he
needed God's help. He himself was
too big to bow himself and pray. Oh,
how these things get hold of men
and women. Their hearts are locked
because they push God from their
consciences.
The heart of man is nothing to
be played with or to be taken lightly
or carelessly. Do not push God
away. Do not think that somehow
you are going to be the exception.
God must be absolutely in you or
you are absolutely without Him.
There is no in-between.
Solomon was in with God, but
he allowed things in his life to turn
his attention, his focus, his heart,
and his mind away from God. Solomon never developed into a hero of
faith. He never developed as an
example of a faithful man. Solomon
is not mentioned in the chapter of
faith. Hebrews 11:32 says, "And
what shall I more say? for the time
would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and
of Barak, and of Samson, and of
Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets." Solomon's
name is not listed there.
The Final Conclusion
There has never been another
man like Solomon in his humility
and his unselfishness when He
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sought nothing for himself. He did
not seek prosperity, wealth, or
honor. His desire was for God to
give him wisdom so he could judge
God's people faithfully. What a way
to begin! What a way to have a relationship with God! As great as he
was, he had a flaw that turned his
heart away from God. He loved the
wrong things. He went after what he
desired, and he sought to satisfy his
heart with things that God forbade.
Many men and women make similar
decisions today. They think they can
satisfy their hearts with things other
than the reality of Christ.
Solomon's final summarization
of his testimony is in Ecclesiastes
12:1, which reads, "Remember now
thy Creator in the days of thy youth,
while the evil days come not, nor the
years draw nigh, when thou shalt
say, I have no pleasure in them." He
was conscious of the need for souls
to be awakened to the Creator. You
need to realize there is a God to
whom you must answer.
Solomon's closing words in
Ecclesiastes 12:13 read, "Let us hear
the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of
man." Solomon missed fulfilling his
duty, but he was writing to you and
me, "Do not miss it." In verse 14 he
stated, "For God shall bring every
work into judgment, with every
secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil."
Solomon does not advise man to
seek a wife, to seek knowledge or
riches, or to seek inventions, fame,
or high positions, but he said to
remember your Creator. Some temporal things are absolutely necessary
for physical existence, but do not let
those things be the focus of your
heart.
Solomon wrote in Proverbs
23:26, "My son, give me thine heart,
and let thine eyes observe my ways."
God must be the center of your affections. You must hate what God
hates, love what He loves, and desire what He promises. Also, God
wants you to rejoice in the hope of
His favor, fear His wrath, and
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delight to do His will.
You must yield your will to
God. God wants to pour His blessings out upon you as He did with
Solomon. God consoled Solomon,
warned him, and tried to stir his
heart, but Solomon was so caught up
in his own seeking that he closed his
mind to eternal values and the
influence that he began with.
When God met Solomon that
night, he was a humble man. He said
he was like a little child, but it was
not long until he got full of himself
and started to plot his own course. In
the end he reminded people that all
is vanity. Whatever this world has
compared to eternal values is vanity
of vanities. It has no lasting value.
He urged the reader to hear the conclusion of the whole matter. Eventually Solomon lost his fear of God,
but then he encouraged us in the
closing words of his testimony to
fear God. The same thing that
trapped Solomon can trap you.
Remember, Solomon said in
Ecclesiastes 12:14, "For God shall
bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it
be good, or whether it be evil." You
are facing eternity, dear one. You
are facing things that are far beyond
the realm of this world. You need to
be serious, be sober minded, and be
a believer in God and His power. Do
not let anything that is not of God
get hold of your life. You need to
break all connections with worldly
things that could put you into bondage. Refuse to be bound by any
temporal things.
I know the faithfulness of
Almighty God. I have been walking
down the highway of life before,
and I have heard God speak to my
soul and say, "Do not go that way,
son; that is far enough." I stopped
and said, "Thank You, Lord!" I did
not see any immediate danger, but
God did. You must obey, yield to
the Holy Spirit, be sensitive, and
always be conscious of your duty to
your soul and to God.
(Compact Disc TR-1673)

Luke 14:25 And there went great
multitudes with him: and he turned,
and said unto them,
26 If any man come to me, and
hate not his father, and mother, and
wife, and children, and brethren,
and sisters, yea, and his own life

also, he cannot be my disciple.
27 And whosoever doth not bear
his cross, and come after me, cannot
be my disciple.
28 For which of you, intending
to build a tower, sitteth not down
first, and counteth the cost, whether

he have sufficient to finish it?
29 Lest haply, after he hath laid
the foundation, and is not able to
finish it, all that behold it begin to
mock him,
30 Saying, This man began to
build, and was not able to finish.

Brother Mike Wilks
Serving God Is a Serious Matter
I wonder how many people are
suffering for the Gospel? Jesus did
not merely spend time in the synagogue and sing a special every once
in a while. He pleased God when He
offered His soul on the Cross. Every
one of us must sacrifice for the
cause of Christ. When it comes to
prayer, merely saying a prayer over
your food is not enough. It is going
to take your all. To be clear with
God requires you to bring the flesh
under. Going to church, giving
money, making a profession, and
reading the Bible can be superficial

things.
Some people sacrifice much of
their time for preserving the lives of
some endangered animals. Are you
sacrificing as much of your time as
those people do for saving animals?
I am concerned about promoting the
Gospel. I do not want people to fail
to hold it up. We all should be good
stewards of the planet, but we must
care more about God than we care
about animals.
I have two little boys, and every
time I look at them, I wonder how
anyone could destroy a child. Some
people have lost the feeling that
comes with all good reasoning and
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common sense when they can destroy a child. You may ask, "What
do you want your boys to be when
they grow up?" I want them to be
thorns in the devil's side. If they put
God first, God will take care of
them.
Some people have big ambitions
and graduate from college, and there
is nothing wrong with that. However, one day they are going to leave
that behind, and only what they have
done for Jesus Christ is going to
matter.
Holiness and the standard do
matter. We are soldiers for Christ
and our uniform is modesty. Some
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people get so tied up over little
things. They need to take Truth for
what it is. When I first got saved, I
wanted to get the little things out of
the way so I could get into the deeper things of God. I did not want to
get hung up over the outward standard. When it comes to eternity,
little things should not matter. I want
what will make me stronger when I
get into the Word of God. When
God starts to open the Bible up for
me, I want all those little things behind me, so the Lord can show me
more truth.
I have something in my heart
that is real. If you are saved, you
have something that is real too. No
one should be able to talk you out of
it. Some people just want to hear
something smooth and easy. Do you
want to serve God or do you want to
play around? If you are going to
play around, you should not play
around with the church. Church is a
serious matter.
Many people are living a kind of
"Third World" Christianity. God did
not develop it; the people did. There
is no power, and there is no Living
Water. This "Third World" Christianity is going on all around us.
When you get around a true Christian, there is something different
about that person's life. A Higher
Power is present in his life. When
the Gospel is lived and presented as
God wants it, it becomes a super
power. It is divine, and it transcends
everything else.
The Nature of Christ
The nature of Jesus was unlike
that of any other man, because He
was from above. We read in John
8:23, "And he said unto them, Ye
are from beneath; I am from above:
ye are of this world; I am not of this
world." John 3:31 reads, "He that
cometh from above is above all: he
that is of the earth is earthly, and
speaketh of the earth: he that cometh
from heaven is above all." Those
who are not saved, or those who are
earthly, cannot relate to the Gospel
message or the songs of Zion. They
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need to be born again.
What does light have to do with
darkness? You cannot put them
together. Again, John said, "He that
cometh from above is above all: he
that is of the earth is earthly, and
speaketh of the earth: he that cometh
from heaven is above all." If you
claim to be a Christian, where are
you from? Are you earthly? Does
the world have hold of you? Have
you truly been born again? John 3:6
says, "That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit." I was born
from above when I confessed my
sins and turned away from them. I
forsook all evil things when I was
born from above. If you are truly
saved, you are born from above.
You are born of a Spirit that is higher than the heavens. When you have
been born again, you are a child of
the King, so you should live like it.
Someone may say, "I do have a
flesh." So did Jesus, so did Peter,
and so did Paul. Do you live as they
did? How does your life look compared to theirs? This thing is close,
but many people live in a slipshod
way. Friend, you cannot live any old
way as a Christian. You have to live
by the Bible.
God commands all men to
repent. Hebrews 3:15 states, "While
it is said, To day if ye will hear his
voice, harden not your hearts." You
ought to answer the call if God calls
you. Friend, if you say, "No, let me
think about it," He may not pass
your way again. You are making an
eternal decision. Christ wants you to
be concerned about your eternal
welfare. You cannot just live on
emotion. When temptation comes,
what is that emotion going to do for
you? You must have the Spirit of
God in your heart to build up a
hedge to protect you.
John 16:13 reads, "Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come,
he will guide you into all truth: for
he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall
he speak: and he will shew you
things to come." Acts 1:16 states,
"Men and brethren, this scripture
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must needs have been fulfilled,
which the Holy Ghost by the mouth
of David spake before concerning
Judas, which was guide to them that
took Jesus." The Holy Ghost is a
guide.
"Choose You This Day
Whom Ye Will Serve"
I want you to think of a big
jumbo jet. It is an enormous piece of
machinery, and two men sit in that
cockpit to guide it. That is exactly
what the Holy Spirit does for every
child of God. With all the noise in
this world you must set aside quiet
times for Him to talk to you.
Are you faithful to God?
Someday when this life is over, will
your obituary say that you were
faithful to the end? All the sacrifices
that you have made up to this point
would mean nothing if you stop
being faithful. You might have
served God for many years and
think that you have earned a special
status with God, but you have not. If
you let down in the end, every good
thing that you have ever done will
be gone. That may seem difficult to
accept, but it is true nevertheless.
The Word of God, the man of
God, and the Holy Ghost bear witness to the Word of God. Ecclesiastes 4:12 states, "And if one prevail
against him, two shall withstand
him; and a threefold cord is not
quickly broken."
Ephesians 4:11-13 reads: "And
he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some pastors and teachers; For the
perfecting of the saints, for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ: Till we all come
in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto
a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ."
Joshua 24:15 says, "And if it
seem evil unto you to serve the
LORD, choose you this day whom ye
will serve; whether the gods which
your fathers served that were on the
other side of the flood, or the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land ye

dwell: but as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD." Friend,
who is your God? You are either
serving God or the devil. Whether
you want to admit it or not, you have
a god in your life. You need to let
the Lord have first place in your life.
When you apply for a job, you
are asked to define yourself by race,
age, education, and employment
history. When people think of you, a
certain picture comes to mind.
Nimrod, who was mentioned in
the Bible, was not known for his
love of God, but his love for himself. He established a kingdom for
himself. We read in Genesis 10:810: "And Cush begat Nimrod: he
began to be a mighty one in the
earth. He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said,
Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter
before the LORD. And the beginning
of his kingdom was Babel." Who is
ruling the kingdoms of your heart?
If you had your bad habit for the
rest of your life, would there be any
comfort in that? If you had the alcohol habit for the rest of your life, if
you had the choice, would there be
any comfort in that? There is comfort in the Gospel, because it is
something so much better. You need
to think about your life.
Make Your Calling and
Election Sure
I want something that is better,
and it is waiting up in Heaven. I like
getting alone and meditating on
what it is going to be like up in
Heaven. I like the fact that the saints
are going to a place reserved for His
saints.
I love the story of David and

Goliath, and someday I hope to meet
David, Abraham, Moses, the prophets, and all the other men of God
spoken of in the Bible. I do not want
to miss that for anything. Where do
you stand with God today?
Idolatry is the worship of idols.
It is the extreme admiration, love, or
reverence for something or someone. Have you ever heard of a subsidiary? A subsidiary is a branch off
another company. The devil has
many subsidiaries, and you can be
hooked in and not know it. The
devil is behind many things, and he
is pulling you around by the nose.
Do you wonder why you have no
power to change? You cannot
change yourself. You might be able
to put one habit away, but if there is
sin in your heart, it will express
itself.
God may make an example of
you if you shun Him. You should
fear God. He can change your life in
an instant if He wants to. You may
think you have a lot of money, but
God can empty your pockets really
fast if He wants to. It would behoove you to make your calling and
election sure.
Are you building a spiritual sand
castle? Have you ever been to the
beach and watched people build
those beautiful sand castles, knowing that the tide is going to come in
and wash them away? Some people
out in the world are doing a lot of
work in the name of religion, but
they do not have salvation, and one
day it is all going to be washed
away. The only treasures in life
come from the Spirit of God and
being obedient to Christ; that is the
only way that you can gain them.
Matthew 7:24-27 reads: "There-

fore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will
liken him unto a wise man, which
built his house upon a rock: And the
rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon
that house; and it fell not: for it was
founded upon a rock. And every one
that heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them not, shall be likened
unto a foolish man, which built his
house upon the sand: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell: and great was the
fall of it."
You might have only one
opportunity to make your calling
and election sure with God. Serving
God is not something to be toyed
with or played around with. You can
just pick up a toy and cast it aside.
You are making eternal decisions,
and you need to think soberly about
your soul. The flesh does not like to
think soberly. I am so thankful that
when you make your calling and
election sure, you are free to
worship God.
If you are bound and have a
desire in your heart to be saved, God
knows that. You need to be wise and
give your heart to God. Then you
can live the greatest life you will
ever live. Living for God is the
greatest life to live. You can pillow
your head at night and know that
you are clear before God. You can
live a life that is worthy and honorable before your fellowman. I used
to live in sin, but now I serve God
and live a life pleasing to Him.
(Compact Disc TR-1208E)

"A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but
by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken."
Proverbs 15:13
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RESCHEDULED FOR:
May 6, 2017
10:00 a.m.
The previously announced All-Day Meeting
was canceled out of respect for our pastor, Brother
Roger L. Decker, and his family in the loss of Sister
Roxanne Decker.
The rescheduled meeting will take place on
Saturday, May 6, 2017, to give praise and honor to
God for a century of Truth. There will be a worship
service in the tabernacle with special speakers, a
presentation on the history of the congregation,
memorabilia from the past 100 years, food, and
fellowship.
Lodging will be available.
Call Sister Ruby Bush at 740-345-1213
For more information contact:
Pastor Roger L. Decker
740-344-2543
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Newton, KS
March 6-12

Revival: The Church of God, 400 N. Meridian, Newton, KS 67114
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Mon. - Sat. 7:00 p.m.; Sun. School 9:45 a.m.; Sun. Worship 10:45 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Sandy Killfoil. Telephone: 316-842-5127

New Castle, IN
March 13-17

Revival: Ninth Street Church of God, 125 S 9th Street, New Castle, Indiana 47362
Evangelist: Brother Ryan O'Neil, Muncie, Indiana
Service times: Mon. - Fri. only. 7:00 p.m. each night. Fellowship after the Friday night service.
For further information contact: Pastor Allen Polston. Telephone: 765-521-8284

Mt. Pleasant, PA
April 15

Fellowship Meeting: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania 15666
Service time: 10:30 a.m. A meal will be served by the local congregation.
Lodging: Holiday Inn Express, 724-547-2095 (This is on the same road as the church. Please
mention that you are there for the church meeting for a discount.);
Super 8 Motel in New Stanton, 724-925-8915, on I-70W, (10 miles north of the church);
Melody Motor Lodge, 724-628-9600 on 119N in Connellsville).
For more information contact: Pastor Paul Prinkey.Telephone: 724-547-2151

Summersville, WV
April 24-30

Revival: The Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, WV 26651
Evangelist: Brother Allen Polston, New Castle, Indiana
Service times: Mon. - Thur. 7:00 p.m.; Fri. 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.; Sat. - Sun. 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Meals will be provided by the local congregation Friday - Sunday.
Lodging may be obtained at Econolodge for $50.00 per night. Mention that you are with the Church of God.
Telephone: 304-872-6900 for reservations. Other motels are in the area.
For more information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders. Telephone: 304-872-4047
Visit our website: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com

Canby, OR
July 10-16

Camp Meeting: Church of God Camp Meeting, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
The first service begins Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. Two services daily: 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
A complimentary breakfast is available each morning at the motel. A meal will be served after the morning
services. Also, snack stand will be open after the evening services.
Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
For further information contact: Pastor David Stegmeier, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
Telephone: 503-266-9297

Muncie, IN
July 10-16

Camp Meeting: Ninth Street Church of God Camp Meeting will be held at the Central Friends' Campground,
5601 E County Road 650 S, Muncie, Indiana 47302. The first service begins Monday evening at 7:30 p.m.
The meeting ends after the Sunday morning service on the 16th; however, dinner will be served.
Service times: Mon.-Sat. 9:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.; Sun. 9:00 a.m. Three meals served daily, including continental
breakfast. Also, snack stand will be open after the services each evening. Air-conditioned dining hall.
Age appropriate activities during non-service times. Campers & tents are welcome.
PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO BRING YOUR OWN BEDDING AND TOWELS.
For lodging/camping reservations, please contact Sis. Michelle Gingerich @ 765-808-8705.
For further information contact: Pastor Allen Polston, 2020 Ralph St., New Castle, IN 47362
Telephone: 765-521-8284

2017 Camp Meeting Dates at God's Acres
June 18 - 25

July 30 - August 6
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December 27 - 31
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