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Our Scripture text exhorts
us to "Take heed," lest we fall
into a condition of unbelief, as
many others have. I want to
remind you that none of us has
it made! There is always the
possibility of losing out with
God. You may be saved today
and in good spiritual condition, but that can change if you
fail to watch and stay alert.
Others have lost out, and it
can happen to you also. There
is an enemy who is ever seeking an opportunity to turn the
child of God away from righteous living.
You need to take heed to
yourself, be serious, be sober,
and be diligent about the
things of God and your soul.
Why? Because you could become faint in your mind and
think that serving God is too
difficult. You must beware of
becoming weary in the battle
for Truth and right, thus entertaining the thought of laying down the armor. Consider
the pitfalls that so many have
fallen into, thereby losing out
with God. You must realize
that one day this life will come
to an end. This race will soon
be over, and only those who
have been faithful to God, who
have stood firm, and who have
endured to the end will obtain
the final reward—Heaven.
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The Old Testament contains many examples of the
children of Israel failing and
going back on the Lord. Oftentimes they provoked Him to
anger with their unbelief.
They refused to believe that
He would carry them through
and supply all their needs.
When the Israelites were in
the wilderness, they complained and murmured against
God and His man, Moses. They
complained of having no food
to eat, so God sent manna
from heaven, but that soon
became distasteful. They murmured and complained because they had no water to
drink, so God sent forth water
from the rock. When the Israelites came to the place of entering Canaan land as God
had promised, they did not
believe He would destroy the
giants who lived there. Their
unbelief caused them to send
spies to seek out the land.
God's wrath was stirred to the
degree that He said in Hebrews 3:11, "They shall not
enter into my rest."
Unbelief working in the
heart stirs the wrath of God.
There is no sound reason for
anyone not to believe God.
The Lord performed many
mighty miracles before their
eyes, and He is still doing
great things today. Yet
[continued on page 13]

Revelation 3:7 And to the angel
of the church in Philadelphia write;
These things saith he that is holy, he
that is true, he that hath the key of
David, he that openeth, and no man
shutteth; and shutteth, and no man
openeth;
8 I know thy works: behold, I
have set before thee an open door,
and no man can shut it: for thou
hast a little strength, and hast kept
my word, and hast not denied my
name.
9 Behold, I will make them of

the synagogue of Satan, which say
they are Jews, and are not, but do
lie; behold, I will make them to
come and worship before thy feet,
and to know that I have loved thee.
10 Because thou hast kept the
word of my patience, I also will keep
thee from the hour of temptation,
which shall come upon all the
world, to try them that dwell upon
the earth.
11 Behold, I come quickly: hold
that fast which thou hast, that no
man take thy crown.

12 Him that overcometh will I
make a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he shall go no more out:
and I will write upon him the name
of my God, and the name of the city
of my God, which is new Jerusalem,
which cometh down out of heaven
from my God: and I will write upon
him my new name.
13 He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.

Brother Roger L. Decker
How Apostasy Begins
The closing out of this letter is
the same as it is in all seven letters.
We know that John was instructed to
write a letter to the churches of Asia,
with this being the sixth letter, and
addressed to the church at Philadel-

phia. The early morning church, also
called the morning-time church,
started out with great light and understanding; however, the glory did
not last long. Soon it went into apostasy, and from there into the Dark
Ages, through the dark and cloudy
day, and finally to the evening time
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of light.
Apostasy is a terrible condition,
and it affects generation after generation. Pulling out of apostasy is
tough. Apostasy has struck a terrible
blow to the church. We are in the
midst of an evening-time apostasy. It
begins to work from the inside out.
3

When a congregation or an individual goes into apostasy, it is a rare
thing if the congregation or the
individual ever recovers.
Once apostasy starts, it is just
like a snowball rolling downhill.
Once someone sees a person doing
something, he starts measuring himself by somebody else instead of
keeping his eyes on Christ. The next
thing you know, apostasy begins. I
remember going to Brother Emerson
Wilson one time years ago about
some things that I saw. I will never
forget what he told me, because that
kept me. He said, "Brother Decker,
get your eyes off people and get
your eyes on Christ, and keep them
there." I am so glad that I did as he
instructed. If you get your eyes on
people, you are going to be disappointed, and the next thing you
know, you are going to follow
people.
Apostasy starts from within.
When apostasy gets going, it will
pick up every weak individual there
is, and next it will start taking down
some pillars in the church. Many
who once had light have slipped
back into a dark and cloudy day.
First Timothy 4:1-3 reads: "Now
the Spirit speaketh expressly [that
word means clearly], that in the
latter times [we are living in the
latter times] some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils;
Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having
their conscience seared with a hot
iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats,
which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them
which believe and know the truth."
I want to repeat, apostasy is a terrible condition to come upon an individual.
Second Thessalonians 2:10-12
reads: "And with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the
love of the truth, that they might be
saved. And for this cause [they did
not love the truth] God shall send
them strong delusion [or strong deceit], that they should believe a lie:
4

That they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness."
Today some people want to
question the Bible standard and
everything that the pastor says. At
one time they would not have begun
to do that. They are heading down
the road called apostasy. They may
think they are smarter than the Spirit
of God, but they are not. It is impossible for a person to love the Truth
when he believes a lie. When someone believes a lie, he does not want
to know the Truth; he would rather
believe a lie. What is the strength
behind that lie? God helps that person to believe that lie, because he
has chosen not to love the Truth.
Holy and True
Through the Dark Ages and in
the dark and cloudy day, Truth went
into obscurity. We read in Revelation 3:7, "These things saith he that
is holy, he that is true, he that hath
the key of David, he that openeth,
and no man shutteth; and shutteth,
and no man openeth." Here Jesus
appeared as One who is holy and
true, One who opens and no man
shuts, and shuts and no man opens,
and He has the key of David.
Many people do not love the
Truth as they once did. Slowly but
surely, the enemy of souls has blinded their spiritual eyesight to the
place where they see the Church of
God as they see any other church.
Something is wrong with your spiritual eyesight when you see the
Church of God in that low of an
ebb. She is on the top of the mountain on Mount Zion, which overlooks all the hills of Babylon. When
you truly see the church, it is going
to spoil you for all the churches of
Babylon.
Holy and true was how Jesus
presented Himself to the church.
Holiness was the first thing Christ
mentioned, and God still demands
holiness. When God calls you, He
calls you to holiness. He does not
call you to join a church. The Bible
says in 1 Thessalonians 4:7, "For
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God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness."
Holiness was an attribute that
had been left out in the dark and
cloudy day, and that is an attribute
left out of sectism yet today.
Brother, when you preach, you need
to stay on holiness. When you stay
on holiness, that excludes nearly all
other religions. Some may argue
about millenniums, tribulations, and
other subjects, but you need to stick
to holiness. I do not know of any
church that still teaches living free
from sin but the Church of God.
In order to commit sin, there has
to be a knowledge and a will to
commit sin; there has to be a desire
behind that. Going back to the Garden of Eden, everything was peaceful until God set forth a law. When
did sin come? Sin came when that
law was disobeyed. We do not boast
in living free from sin in our own
strength, but it is the power of God
working in us and through us, and
the grace of God that teaches us how
to live free from sin day to day.
Again, Jesus mentioned that He
is true. Jesus represents Truth, and
wherever you find Christ, there will
be true holiness. When you come to
Jesus Christ and bare your soul, He
will tell you the truth. He will not lie
to you at an altar of prayer. When
you are sincere and truly want help,
God will show you what you need to
do. Without Jesus Christ there is no
holiness or Truth.
Revelation 3:7 says that He has
the key of David. David was king of
Israel, and he resided in a palace and
had the key to that palace. The servants did not have the key. David
could shut the palace down or open
it as he pleased. Today Christ has
the key of David. He has the key to
the kingdom, and He can open the
door to the kingdom or shut it down.
He can allow one to enter or He can
keep one from entering in. It is not
through church membership that you
enter His kingdom. Church membership came out of the dark and
cloudy day.
You must enter the Kingdom of
God through the One who has the

key to the kingdom. Entrance into
the church comes only through Jesus
Christ. That light had been hidden,
or swallowed up by church membership, but now we see the door of the
church once again made visible. The
key is in the hand of Christ, not in
the hand of a man. Man does not
take you into the church, or into the
kingdom. Christ brings you into the
church. He has the key of David.
The One Pearl of Great Price
This particular era of time
coincides with the parable of the
merchant man seeking goodly
pearls, and oh, what a beautiful message that is! In Matthew 13:45-46
Jesus said: "Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like unto a merchant man,
seeking goodly pearls: Who, when
he had found one pearl of great
price, went and sold all that he had,
and bought it." Who is the merchant
man? A merchant man is one who
buys and sells goods, and he does it
for a profit.
The wise man said in Proverbs
23:23, "Buy the truth, and sell it
not; also wisdom, and instruction,
and understanding." Here the wise
man tells you what to buy. These
are necessary to see the Truth. You
need wisdom, instruction, and understanding to see the Kingdom of
God. The writer said to buy it and
never sell it. If you sell it, you are
going to go into darkness, and in
Matthew 6:23 Jesus said, "How
great is that darkness!" "Buy the
truth, and sell it not."
This merchant man bought and
sold goodly pearls, and he was out
to make a good deal. The Scripture
lets you know he already had some
pearls, but when he found the pearl
of great price, he sold out all that he
had and bought it. That is what people need to do yet today. What do
we have a picture of? Ones coming
out of Babylon, or sectism. They
need to sell out the pearls they have
and buy the one pearl of great price.
They had some pearls. How do you
know? The merchant man sold all
that he had to buy the one pearl of

great price. What is that a picture of?
Babylon has some truths, but they
do not have the Truth.
Revelation 17:4-5, speaking of
mystery Babylon, states: "And the
woman was arrayed in purple
and scarlet colour, and decked
with gold and precious stones and
pearls, having a golden cup in her
hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: And upon
her forehead was a name written,
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF
THE EARTH."
Referring back to Matthew
13:45-46, this word "goodly"
means, "considerable in size or
quantity; attractive, excellent, virtuous." A natural pearl is produced
inside an oyster shell by an irritant
getting inside the shell. As a defense
mechanism, the oyster creates a fluid
to coat the irritant. Layer upon layer
of this coating creates a lustrous
pearl. The pearl comes from a living
creature. It is not produced by man.
In general, pearls were given by our
Creator to the sea. Out of the shell
comes the humblest of God's
creatures.
The church came out of the side
of Christ, and it has a lustrous
beauty. It does not have to be polished because it has natural beauty.
Cultured pearls are formed by man.
He takes the shell and inserts a small
bead inside the shell to start the
process.
The one pearl of great price was
not started by man; this pearl was
started by God Himself. Too many
settle for "cultured" pearls, or manmade pearls—those started by some
man getting irritated and starting his
own church. This one lustrous pearl
of great price is attractive, excellent,
and virtuous.
What is the one pearl of great
price? It is the Church of the Living
God. Once you find her, you are
going to sell out all these other
Babylonian truths that you have and
come to the Truth. You will no longer walk around decked out with
"cultured" pearls. You will trade off
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your Babylonian teachings because
you have hold of the one pearl of
great price. This one pearl contains
everything you need, and it cost the
blood of Jesus Christ.
Acts 20:28 reads, "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to
all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God,
which he hath purchased with his
own blood." The merchant found
only one pearl of great price; he did
not find two or more. There is only
one church.
The Oneness of God's People
Isaiah 52:1 states, "Awake,
awake; put on thy strength, O Zion;
put on thy beautiful garments, O
Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into
thee the uncircumcised and the unclean." Psalm 48:2 reads, "Beautiful
for situation, the joy of the whole
earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of
the north, the city of the great King."
What is this letter and parable
dealing with? It is dealing with the
evening-time church.
Revelation 3:7, speaking to the
angel of the church in Philadelphia,
is dealing with the evening-time
church. The one pearl of great price
deals with the evening-time church.
It is dealing with light restored and
the oneness of God's people. Light
on the one church has begun to
shine brightly again.
At the beginning of this church
era, there was an earthquake. Three
earthquakes are mentioned in the
Word of God: one at Pentecost, one
during the sixth seal, and one during
the seventh seal. When the Bible
speaks of an earthquake, it is not
referring to a literal earthquake, but
rather a spiritual earthquake. When
the message went forth during the
sixth seal, those who were in false
religion were shaken, and those who
loved the Truth came out and took a
stand. They came out to the oneness
of God's people.
God's people have always been
one. There was one Jerusalem in the
5

Old Testament and one Jerusalem in
the New Testament. There were not
multiple cities of Jerusalem, and
there are not multiple churches,
according to the Bible. If there were
two, you might choose the wrong
one. God does not give you a
choice. He chose it for you, and it is
called the body of Christ.
What causes an earthquake? The
two witnesses are called the Word
and the Spirit. Revelation 11:11-14
says: "And after three days and an
half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon
their feet; and great fear fell upon
them which saw them. And they
heard a great voice from heaven
saying unto them, Come up hither.
And they ascended up to heaven in
a cloud; and their enemies beheld
them. And the same hour was there
a great earthquake, and the tenth
part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven
thousand: and the remnant were
affrighted, and gave glory to the
God of heaven. The second woe is
past; and, behold, the third woe
cometh quickly."
For three and a half days, or
three hundred fifty years, Protestantism ruled. When judgment is poured
out on false systems of worship, the
earthen vessels begin to quake because of the knowledge that where
they are is wrong. When Babylon
received the first of her two cups,
there was an earthquake.
Do you know what happens
when there is an earthquake? That
which does not have a solid foundation begins to topple, and structures
begin to go down. There are also
tsunamis, which are caused by a
seaquake or an undersea volcanic
eruption. Unusually large tidal
waves come across the ocean, and
when they reach land, things begin
to shake and topple. In a spiritual
earthquake, those who are in the
Kingdom of God are solid. They
have their roots planted by the river,
just as the palm tree that can bend
over almost double, and it will
straighten right back up when the
wind dies down.
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"Refuse Not Him
That Speaketh"
Psalm 1:1-3 reads: "Blessed is
the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in
the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and
in his law doth he meditate day and
night. And he shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water, that
bringeth forth his fruit in his season;
his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."
Hebrews 12:25-28 states: "See
that ye refuse not him that speaketh.
For if they escaped not who refused
him that spake on earth, much more
shall not we escape, if we turn away
from him that speaketh from heaven:
Whose voice then shook the earth:
but now he hath promised, saying,
Yet once more I shake not the earth
only, but also heaven. And this
word, Yet once more, signifieth the
removing of those things that are
shaken, as of things that are made,
that those things which cannot be
shaken may remain. Wherefore we
receiving a kingdom which cannot
be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear."
A call went out that Babylon,
that great city, had fallen. Why
would anybody want to leave the
Church of God and go back into
something that has fallen? Revelation 14:4 says, "These are they
which were not defiled with women;
for they are virgins. These are they
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men [from
earthly religion, that which came out
of the beast], being the firstfruits
[What does the 'firstfruits' mean? It
means the first to come out, and God
used them to call out others.] unto
God and to the Lamb."
Now the witnesses are on their
feet. The Word and the Spirit are
back in their rightful place in the
church. The dark and cloudy places
where God's people were held had
the light of the Gospel illuminate the
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false systems of worship, and then
God's people were able to go free.
How do the two witnesses get on
their feet? That is an expression.
How do the Word and the Spirit
stand up? The only two feet they
have are the saints of God. They
stand through God's people.
God wants men and women to
stand for the Truth, to stand up and
be counted for what is right. God got
hold of some men to whom He gave
the revelation of the one church. The
church is divine. She is not Protestant or Catholic, a denomination, or
a sect. She is made up of men and
women who have been called out of
sin and placed by one Spirit into the
one body, the body of Christ.
First Corinthians 12:13 reads,
"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit." Jews,
Gentiles, Samaritans, and proselytes
are all in one body. People from
New York, California, India, Africa,
Haiti, the Cayman Islands, or wherever, are all brought into the one
body, the one church. It is not the
"Church of Haiti" or the "Church of
God's Acres"; it is the Church of
God. What brought the Jews and the
Gentiles together? It was one Spirit.
Multiple spirits divide, but one Spirit brings people together.
God still has a message concerning the one church. When Truth is
revealed, we do not have a choice of
what church to join, but when we
are saved, Jesus Christ puts us in the
church. You may say, "I can go to
the church of my choice; that is what
the newspaper says." Almost every
newspaper says the same thing:
"Come and worship with us," and
then you see a list of the local
churches. That is not in the Bible;
that is in the newspaper. The Bible
says there is one body, not two or
more. When the saved are put into
the body by the one Spirit, that is
what makes up the one body. Some
man puts you in other churches, but
Jesus Christ puts you in the one
body.

Are You Drifting?
Acts 2:47 reads, "Praising God,
and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church [not churches, but the
church] daily such as should be
saved." There is only one door to the
church, and that door is not a pastor,
a congregation, a pope, a cardinal,
or a bishop, but it is Jesus Christ. He
is the only One who has the key. A
pastor would have the key to the
church building where he pastors,
but he does not have the key to the
church. Jesus Christ has the key to
the church. He is the One who opens
the door, and no man can shut it; He
is the One who shuts the door, and
no man can open it.
Our nation, as a whole, is
religious, but it is drifting farther
and farther away from God. Sad to
say, many are caught up in this drifting. Oh, they may still attend church
faithfully, but they are caught up in
worldliness. Their countenance betrays them. They do not have that
bright glow that they once had;
something has happened.
Many churches are drifting
further and further away from the
way they used to stand. For example, some religions have now
decided that it is all right for homosexuals to marry. They have let their
elected boards, or whomever, vote
on whether to have gay ministers.
One by one, they are crumbling and
going down. They are selling out.
Homosexuals are being accepted
and drugs are being legalized. To
them, adultery is just a part of life,
and abortion (which is wholesale
murder) is acceptable. There is
going to be a price to pay for allowing all of this. America is not going
to get by.

If you are against homosexuality, abortion, and feminism, then
you ought to stand against these
things. You may say, "I have always
been this" or "I have always been
that." It is time to make changes in
certain things. How could you support anybody who stands for gay
marriage and abortion, things that
the Bible is clearly against?
Now, we are not against the
homosexual, but we are against that
sin. We are not against abortionists
or the women who get abortions, but
we are against abortion. We are not
against the drunkard, but we are
against drinking alcohol. It is time
for more true Christians to stand up
for what is right. It is time for the
saints of God to let their voices be
heard instead of cowering down,
afraid to say something, every time
one of these sinful issues comes up.
I am standing for dressing right,
living right, talking right, acting
right, and being right, and as a
Christian, you should too.
Some people cower down when
it comes to upholding the Bible
dress standard. You may say, "I
have a boyfriend who does not like
it" or "I have a husband who does
not like it." Where is your faithfulness to Christ? You may say you are
taking another look at it. Why? Is it
because you have become caught up
in the flesh? The flesh will deceive
you. The next thing you know, you
are going to believe a lie and be
damned.
Compromise does not start all at
once. The devil is smarter than that.
It begins a little at a time. He knows
he is not going to get you to go to a
barroom, but he will try to get you to
cut corners in other ways. He may
get you to start out by cutting or
coloring your hair. Some people are

never satisfied with how they look.
You can come to Jesus Christ just as
you are; He will accept you as you
are.
Going back to our Scripture text,
we find that Christ set before this
church an open door. In verse 8 He
went on to say that they had a little
strength. How did they get that
strength? They kept His Word, and
they had not denied His name. Their
strength was not in themselves, but
their strength was in God.
Obedience is necessary to have
an open door. They had not denied
His name, but they stood for all that
His name represented. In verse 9
Christ once again reveals those who
are truly saved and those who are
not. He said in Revelation 3:9, "Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are
Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold,
I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know
that I have loved thee."
Those who are trying to "slip
by" will find themselves on the outside looking in. You are not going to
get by Christ. You cannot do something on the side and think He did
not see you and that no one will ever
know. Christ knows. Verse 10 of
our Scripture text says He would
keep the church from the hour of
temptation. A terrible apostasy came
in the sixth seal, and those who kept
His Word, He kept from it. In verse
12 we see the Church of God restored in her visible reign on the
earth. The Church of God is called
the "new Jerusalem" and those who
stay true to the message will be a
pillar in her.
(Compact Disc TR-1048M)

The truest end of life is to know
the life that never ends.
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Brother Richard Talbot
Playing to Win
I was saved at the age of five,
but I struggled for the next eight
years. I tried to live for God, but I
did not really want to let go of self.
I was not a bad boy as far as the
wickedness of the world, but I was
full of internal attitudes, rebellion,
bad feelings, and other problems. I
went to church regularly, and I knelt
at the altar often, so much that some
people began to call me the pastor's
altar boy.
One day I found my place with
God when He called me. I was at a
crossroad in my life. I was about
fifteen or sixteen years of age when
I got settled in my experience with
the Lord. I appreciate what God has
done for me. You cannot beat living
for God. He has satisfied me, and
He has been my source of comfort.
He has filled every vacancy in my
8

life and has given me riches to enjoy
that this world knows nothing about.
It is wonderful being a child of God!
I am not talking about merely being
a churchgoer. I am talking about
being a child of God. There is great
joy in that.
Have you ever played the game
of Monopoly? Have you ever played
the game of Sorry or Checkers?
Have you ever thought about or
been tempted to cheat? With this
mind-set I want you to realize that in
this game of life, you are making
moves toward the end of life. There
is never going to be a way in this
game to cheat or to make a move
when your opponent is not looking.
Many try to cheat and take advantage of situations to get ahead. There
is no chance in this game of life to
do these things and get by. I want to
bring forth thoughts on when the
game is over.
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Some older folks might have to
go back to their youth to remember
sitting around the table and playing
games with family or friends. Think
about the various emotions you
might have felt while playing a
game. Sometimes children get together and say, "Let's play a game of
Monopoly." I remember playing
Monopoly and the game lasting two
or three days. We got so involved
and so intense because we were
playing to win. We played this game
with seriousness, as well as other
games such as Sorry, Clue, Checkers, and Chess. Oh, the excitement at
the beginning! As we sat around the
table to play, everyone wanted to be
the winner. We each had intentions
of winning.
As a game progressed, the
pressure and the tension began to
build. The obvious outcome of those
games is, there can only be one

winner. Some players get angry in
the middle of a game and quit. Others play until the end, hoping for a
chance to win. Sometimes it is no
fun playing with an expert because
you can never win. He is there to
win, and the way to play a game is
to win.
As you look at these games, you
may say, "I almost won" or "If only
I had another move . . ." or "If that
person would not have made that
move, I could have won the game."
In reality, it does not matter that you
almost won or what the others did;
you lost, and the outcome is set.
After a game is over, you may
think, "If only I would have made
this move, I could have won," but
you did not and you lost. When
those games are over, you fold them
up, put them back in the box, and
store them away. They are just
games. There are no lasting effects
or permanent damage. When the
game is over, it is folded up and put
away out of sight.
Choosing Your Destiny
There is a big difference between those games and the real
game of life. The game of life can
never be folded up and put away.
The game of life has one of two
alternatives: it will place you either
in eternal life or in eternal damnation. Those are the only two
outcomes in this real game of life.
Again, this game will never be
folded up until the fulfillment of the
time. Peter wrote about it in 2 Peter,
Chapter 3. Your destiny will be
sealed for all eternity at the end of
this game. It is not preordained or
preset, but you choose your destiny
by the moves you make in the game
of life. You have an opportunity laid
out before you. It is up to you to
take your turn and to take the
consequences of your moves.
Life is a game in which everyone plays. Some folks may not take
this game of life seriously. I want to
remind you of the fact that this game
cannot be put back in the box and
stored away; this game is for keeps.

It is for long eternity, and it is
played by rules established before
the foundation of the world was
even laid in place. It is set by a Rule
Book that is foolproof, and it is impossible to cheat or to skip your
turn. You cannot say, "I pass," as
you can in some games that you play
for amusement. In this game of life,
you have to take your turn, move the
proper spaces, make some decisions
to plan out your life, and endeavor
to be a winner. If you become careless, indifferent, or halfhearted, you
can lose at any game you play. However, in this game of life, if you lose,
you have lost for all eternity, and it
is a sealed destiny for your soul.
The Apostle Paul used many
allegories in his letters to give richer
understanding to his readers. He
referred to the games of the Grecians and the Romans that were
played in the great arenas of his day.
One of these is found in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, which reads: "Know ye
not that they which run in a race run
all, but one receiveth the prize? So
run, that ye may obtain.
"And every man that striveth for
the mastery is temperate in all
things. Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. [We are doing the same
thing. We are running in this game
of life, striving for the mastery. We
must gain control of all the various
aspects of our lives. We become
temperate in all things and limit
ourselves to certain things. We are
very careful of how we live so that
we may obtain the prize.] I therefore
so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I,
not as one that beateth the air: But I
keep under my body, and bring it
into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway."
This is necessary for continual
diligence in this game of life, because one day the game will be over.
It is going to be over for me, and it
is going to be over for you. Eventually, it is going to be over for all
time. Somewhere along the way, the
game of life will come to an end.
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Each person is in various
positions in the game of life. Some
people are close to the finish, some
are part way through, and others are
at the beginning. Some may be a few
moves ahead of you or a few steps
behind you; but every player has his
own starting and finishing time. This
does not affect the other players and
has no outcome on who wins or
loses or where the finish line may
be.
Surrendering to God's
Divine Will
Unlike the game of Monopoly or
any other game, the game of life is
one that everyone can win. You can
be a winner; no one has to lose. Paul
said in verse 24b, "So run, that ye
may obtain." You can win in this
game of life. However, many lose,
and not everyone who starts the
game finishes the way he intends.
When you sit down to play a game
for amusement, as already expressed, every player at the beginning feels that he or she is going to
win. I have never played a game that
I did not intend to win, but I have
lost more than I have won; however,
I always desire to win.
In this game of life, you could
lose. Some get bored and quit, and
others are lured to something else
that is offered, which leads them to
eternal damnation. To some, something else appears so much more
exciting and interesting. Because the
end is not known ahead of time,
many are tempted to turn away from
the game of life. Satan is the author
of the game of death, while Christ
invites you to the game of everlasting life.
Consider what Jesus said to the
great multitude in Luke 14:25-30:
"And there went great multitudes
with him: and he turned, and said
unto them, If any man come to me,
and hate not his father, and mother,
and wife, and children, and brethren,
and sisters, yea, and his own life
also, he cannot be my disciple. And
whosoever doth not bear his cross,
and come after me, cannot be my
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disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down
first, and counteth the cost, whether
he have sufficient to finish it? Lest
haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all
that behold it begin to mock him,
Saying, This man began to build,
and was not able to finish."
In essence, Jesus said: "If you
come after Me, you need to do some
things to begin this game of everlasting life, and you are going to have to
forsake some things." The most
serious and potent thing you need to
lay aside is your own life. You can
lay aside your mom and dad, children, houses, lands, or your husband
or wife; but when it comes down to
you as an individual, God wants you
on the altar. God wants you to give
your life to Him wholly and completely. You must surrender to His
divine will, or as Jesus said, you
cannot be His disciple. That is as
plain as it can be. You do not need a
commentary to understand that.
I thought about the excitement I
felt when I got saved. When you get
saved, you are excited, joyful, and
thrilled. I can remember when I
settled it all with God back in 1963.
When I really got hold of God in my
life, He changed me completely. I
found an excitement with God that
has kept me all these years. God has
never forsaken me.
There is an excitement as you
take those first moves in the game of
life. Every space on that gameboard
is not a good space. Some are spaces
of trial, darkness, hardship, sickness,
and affliction. I remember going
through some hard times, and it felt
as though I was going through a
tunnel, but I could see the light at
the end of it. One person said to me,
"Make sure that light at the end of
the tunnel is not a locomotive coming at you." What a way to take
someone's comfort! When you see a
light at the end of the proverbial
tunnel, it is supposed to bring hope,
but someone said it could be a locomotive coming at me, so he was
telling me that I needed to be careful.
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Every space you land on in this
game of life is not going to bring the
same excitement as when you
started. You start with great, emotional joy and a happy thrill and
excitement in your soul; then after a
few turns, you might land in a place
of darkness, a place of heaviness, a
trial, or a difficulty. You may get a
card that instructs you to go back
three spaces or says you are going to
have a crooked way ahead of you.
Ecclesiastes 1:15 says, "That which
is crooked cannot be made straight."
You cannot straighten it out; you
just have to keep going in the game
of life.
For many, problems cease to be
with the original difficulties because
they have ways of evolving into
attitude problems. Let us use an
issue to explain. Some might have a
problem with the hair standard. After a while, the hair ceases to be the
real problem and a bad attitude may
get in. Many people will be lost in
eternity because of wrong attitude
problems.
Giving Due Diligence
One song talks about doing it all
over again. We would be much
smarter if we could do it all over
again. I would have been a lot nicer
to my pastor as I was growing up,
because I gave my pastor some
problems when I was a teenager. I
questioned some things he said.
Sometimes at thirteen or fourteen
years of age, I thought: "How ridiculous! What right does he have to tell
us what we cannot do?" Whether he
had the right or not, he did it and I
got in trouble because I had a bad
attitude. Do you know where I
would find myself? I found myself
at the altar confessing to the pastor
and telling him that I was sorry. That
was not the worst of it. When I became a pastor, the very things I had
problems with, I reaped in my own
congregation. I had to deal with
similar situations.
You cannot dodge issues. Some
people have problems with the outward standard of holiness. They
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think this or that is unnecessary. The
Lord beautifies the meek with salvation. If you have a good, sweet,
humble heart, God will beautify
your character and your inner being
so much that no one will even notice
how you look on the outside. Inner
beauty is far more important than
outer beauty.
In Luke, Chapter 12, the rich
man was enjoying his game of life.
He sat back and said, in essence:
"My barns are full, and everything is
going so well. My next move is to
build bigger barns. I can win this
game." Then on his next turn, he
moved a few spaces and got a card
that read, "Thou fool, this night thy
soul shall be required of thee" (verse
20).
As you play the game of life,
you are responsible for your moves,
and you will have to take the consequences of your moves. They are not
always going to suit you. Some
moves will awaken you to reality,
and you will lose all that you
thought you were prospering with.
How many playing this game will
land on that same space and get the
same card? In the game of life, children, young people, young married
couples, and middle-aged people get
called out into eternity. None of us
knows what the next few moves will
be or when we will be called out
into eternity.
In this game of life, you might
land on a space called "Fiery Trials"
while others land on spaces of peace
and joy. Oh, how you wanted to
land on one of those spots! "Peace"
and "Joy" are on the gameboard,
right between "Fiery Trial" and
"Affliction." Some moves in the
game of life will cause you to receive multiple blessings, but others
will land you in the midst of temptation. Temptations are never excluded from the Christian life; they
are part of the game of life. You are
going to have your turn at them, and
the outcome is going to depend on
whether or not you yield to those
temptations, which will determine
how you continue in the game of
life.

Regarding chance or luck, I do
not believe in either of those terms
for the Christian. In literal board
games, chance or luck is involved.
You do not have any control over
certain aspects of the game. However, there is no such thing as luck
or chance in the spiritual game of
life. I never let my own children use
the term "luck" or "lucky." You
cannot win in this game by being
lucky. You can win by giving due
diligence, by being faithful, and by
refusing to yield to sin or temptation.
If you make it to Heaven, you
are going to know before you ever
leave this world that you are on your
way. You will be expecting it. You
will have prepared for it, and you
will have paid the price and lived the
life by being faithful and true. You
will expect Heaven to be your
abiding place for eternity.
On the other hand, I believe
there are going to be a lot of
shocked people in hell. I believe
there will be people in eternal damnation who never expected to go
there. They are going to be shocked
when they wake up in a lost eternity.
Going to Heaven is going to take
great diligence on your part. You are
going to have intense pressures to
endure. You are going to go through
many things between the start and
the finish of this game of life, but
when you go through them, oh, the
glory that awaits you! God has
praise and honor for His children
who go all the way through and
cross the finish line. Glory to God! I
can be a winner and you can too. I
do not like to lose.
Walk With Honesty
and Integrity
I was a little scrawny kid when
I was growing up. I was not very
athletic and was never good at
sports. When the young people at
church would play ball and line up
to be chosen for a team, the biggest,
the strongest, and the most muscular
guys were the captains. Those two
captains would survey the group of

youngsters and begin choosing their
teams. They each would try to get
the biggest, strongest, and huskiest
boys on their team. They would pick
this one and that one until there was
no one left but the girls and me.
Next, they would choose the
girls until there would be just a little
scrawny girl and me. This is a true
story. Finally, one captain would
say, "You take Richard and I'll take
her." I could not hit the ball very
well, and I could not field the ball
very well. I was a liability.
If I got on the team with the
biggest guys, I had it made because
I would be on the winning team,
even if I did not do anything to help
them. It is not like that in this spiritual game of life. You have to take
your turn by yourself. In this game
of life, there is no team participation. If you win, it will not be because you were on a team that won.
If you lose, it will not be because
you were on a team that lost. You
can be a winner even if everyone
around you loses, and you can be a
winner if no one else gets involved.
You can win! God does not intend
to see any soul lost. He has saved
you to the uttermost. His plan is to
bring you through.
Some moves that you make in
this game of life are going to test
your integrity and your honesty.
Honesty and integrity have much to
do with whether you win or lose.
Honesty and integrity are internal
virtues. They are not always manifested outwardly. They deal with
your mind and your heart.
A salesman went to a certain
company to present a bid for their
product. He was really nervous,
because his competitor was also
presenting a bid. The manager of the
office invited the salesman in and
said, "Before you present your bid to
me, I have to excuse myself for a
few minutes, so make yourself comfortable," and he stepped out of the
office.
While the manager was gone,
the salesman got up and looked at
the manager's desk. There on the
desk, right in the open, he saw his
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competitor's bid. Oh, how he wanted
to see the figures of that bid! He
looked down at the bid, but over the
final figure was a cola can. He
looked around and did not see anyone watching, so he picked up the
can to see what the competitor's bid
was. When he did, that can had a
hole cut out of the bottom, and it
was filled with BB's.
When he picked it up, hundreds
of BB's fell out and rolled all over
the desk and onto the floor. At that
time, the manager walked back in
and said, "Sir, I must show you the
door." He dismissed him because of
his dishonesty. That can was a trap
set deliberately to test the salesman's
integrity. You never know who is
watching you and what your next
move will result in. You need to
walk honestly, openly, and carefully
because your next move could mean
the difference between eternal life or
eternal damnation.
No Winners by Chance
Some moves are very dangerous,
and you need to use much caution
and plan ahead to avoid disaster.
Some people get frustrated at continually landing on difficulties, afflictions, and trials. Sometimes in their
frustration, they give up and quit.
Their next move might have brought
them eternal life. You must never
quit. You can be a winner with God.
You might have failed many times,
but get up and go again. Never quit
in your effort to serve the Lord. I
can tell you from experience that if
you keep at it, one of these times
your feet are going to find the Solid
Rock. It took some time for me, but
I found the Solid Rock. You should
never entertain thoughts about quitting. You may say, "Lord, I've
failed; I've stumbled." However,
God is not there to shove your face
down in the mud and say, "Learn
your lesson." He is right there to
help you to get back up. He does not
want you to quit. He wants you to
get up and take your turn and keep
going in this game of life, because it
is serious.
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God has a Rule Book. Every
game comes with a rule book. You
need to stay in the Book. The Rule
Book is designed as a plumb line,
and the rules are straight. I am not a
contractor, a carpenter, or a builder.
I can take things apart, but I have to
call somebody else to put them back
together. However, I have seen a
plumb line used to build walls.
Some people get the idea that when
they are building, if something does
not fit just right, they can nudge the
line a little and make it fit, but you
cannot do that. God asked Amos in
Amos 7:8, "Amos, what seest thou?
And I said, A plumbline. Then said
the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my people
Israel." God has rules, and they do
not bend for anyone. You cannot
nudge that line. If you nudge that
line, everything below it is going to
be out of line. You cannot build a
straight wall pushing against the
rules; you build a straight wall by
lining up with the plumb line.
There are so many things you
may think are unimportant or that
God is not really concerned about,
so you push it a little. After that, it is
another thing, then another thing,
and another thing, until it is not long
and the whole wall is out of kilter.
You need to play the game of life
seriously.
Some think they are really
moving along in the game of life
until they come to a space that entitles them to responsibility, and it
shows that they still need to be
taught. They keep moving onto the
square that says "Milk," but they
need to get over to the one that says
"Meat." God says the time has come
when you ought to be able to be
teachers and examples, but you still
have need of the milk of the Word.
You cannot move to the meat until
you get weaned off the milk. Spiritually speaking, some people need to
grow up, mature, go deeper with
God, and get involved in the work
of God. You need to put your heart,
soul, and mind into serving the
Lord. You must set aside the foolishness in your life and get serious
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with God.
If you are going to Heaven, you
have to get yourself ready for it.
You cannot play around, live loose,
be careless and indifferent, and yet
think that in the end you are going to
land in Heaven. It does not work
that way. There are no winners by
chance in this game. The winners
persevere, endure, and keep themselves in the love of God.
Take Heed How You Build
Your Spiritual House
You are going to land on some
spaces called "Disappointment."
You are going to be disappointed in
other people who may let you down.
If you are not careful, bitterness will
come in, along with hard feelings
that you may not be able to overcome. Bitterness is a terrible condition to allow into your life, because
it will destroy you. No matter what
others have said to you or about you
or have done to you, you need to
keep yourself in the love of God.
God will take care of everything
else. You can be assured of that.
In this game of everlasting life,
you can do well all the way through
until the very end seems to be in
sight, and then become a little careless and mess up in the last couple
of moves and lose. Ezekiel warned
ever so plainly that if a righteous
man lives all his years in righteousness and messes up in the last year
of his life, all those years will be
tossed away, and he will be judged
by that last sin. He will stand guilty
before God.
Someone may say: "That is not
fair. Look at all those years that I
have lived for God. Do they not
count for something?" You may
think that God is not fair, but the
Lord turned it around and said that if
a man lives in wickedness all his
years, and in that last year of his life
he gets saved, He will throw out all
those years of wickedness and invite
him into the courts of glory.
God is fair because He treats all
people the same. My journey to
Heaven will not be any easier than
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your journey. You will get there
because you will have paid the price,
lived the life, and taken yourself out
of Satan's control.
Jesus told about two houses in
Matthew 7:24-27. Verse 24 says,
"Therefore whosoever heareth these
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I
will liken him unto a wise man,
which built his house upon a rock."
Another built his house on the sand.
Both houses could have been identical from the ground up. They might
have been big, beautiful, ranch
homes made of brick with large
picture windows in them. Maybe
they were right across the street
from each other. If you could have
driven by and looked at both of
those homes, you might have said:
"What beautiful homes! Both of
them are really nice." Then the
storm came.
Dear one, a storm is coming into
your life that will test how well you
have built your spiritual house. Perhaps you will face many storms
throughout your life that test how
well you are building. They are
going to test your foundation.
You could not see the foundation of the two houses that Jesus was
talking about. The storm came and
beat vehemently against both
houses. One house did not have a
worse storm than the other. The
same storm hit both homes, but one
house stood while the other house
collapsed. We can see this so vividly
today. Some are collapsing while
others are standing.
Some people say, "If you only
knew what happened to me." Nothing happened to you that has not
happened to others, or even to
Christ. He suffered all things and
was tempted in every point common
to man. Nevertheless, He stood, and
He expects you to stand. You have
to get serious and dig down past
your own self, past your own interests, and past the pleasures of life
that draw your attention away from
God to the Solid Rock, and then
begin to build. So many people do
not want to put forth the effort to dig
deep. Being a child of God is not

altogether easy. It is going to take
sacrifice and digging. The Christian
is willing to go through that because
he is looking down the long road
toward the end. If you want Heaven
to be your eternal dwelling place,
you must be careful as you move
along the game of life.
If you have started on the road
to Heaven and have gotten tired and
weary, or if you have lost your turn,
I invite you to go back to the starting
place. Some games that you play

have spaces you land on that say,
"Go Back to Start." John the Revelator told the church at Ephesus to go
back and do the first works, to get a
fresh start with God, and to repent
of the failures of the past. You need
to let God remove the problems that
you failed at. He can take your past
and lift it from you. You do not have
to bear it. Paul said in Philippians
3:13-14: ". . . forgetting those things
which are behind. . . . I press toward
the mark for the prize of the high

calling of God in Christ Jesus."
There is no reason for any person to be a failure. God is inviting
you to an altar of prayer. You can
get a fresh start with God. Let God
throw away the failures of the past.
He can revive you and give you an
experience of salvation that will
change you for the rest of your life.
God has made His move toward
you, and now it is your move.

[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

when you had more pleasure and
things went better. That is the way
Israel thought when they faced the
hardships they encountered. They
began accusing God of mistreating
them and making their way hard.
They also accused Moses of bringing them to the wilderness just so
that God could destroy them. Undoubtedly, those accusations hurt
God and stirred His wrath. The
Scripture verifies the fact that Israel's unbelief and disobedience to
follow God in faith prevented them
from ever gaining the rest He
promised.
This same condition is falling on
mankind today. Some people grumble over the way God chooses to
lead them. Others dislike the way
God requires them to live and conduct themselves. They reject His
standard and His man. This is dangerous! What happened to the Israelites can happen yet today. God
wants a willing and an obedient
people to serve Him. If you will do
things God's way, you will be
blessed, and you will prosper in
your soul. In Isaiah 1:19-20 we read:
"If ye be willing and obedient, ye
shall eat the good of the land: But if
ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the
mouth of the LORD hath spoken it."
Friend, if you allow an evil heart
of unbelief to take hold of you and
remain, you will end up departing
from the Lord, even as old Israel
did. It would be well for each of us
to take heed to the Word of God and

believe it. That which has been sent
to be a blessing and a guide through
this life can become a curse that
destroys if disbelieved. You can
overcome all doubts and unbelief
through faith. You must reject any
thought of ever turning away from
God and going back to the old life.
You should never allow Satan to
entertain you with the thought that
you had it better when you were
living in sin. The Christian life is the
best life to live here, and the only
one that will assure you entrance
into Heaven. Regardless of the trials,
the persecutions, the upsets, the
misfortunes, the afflictions, and the
frustrations that come your way, the
Christ-filled life is by far the best
and the only way for man to live.
There is nothing to go back to!

some people grow careless in
their souls because things do not go
the way they think they should, or
because God does not answer as
quickly as they feel He should, they
are ready to give up on God. A desire to turn back to the old life of sin
seems to overtake them. Entertaining the thought of turning back to
the old sinful life and the things
from which one was once delivered
arouses God's displeasure. Unless
those thoughts are quickly cast
aside, one may find himself in serious trouble with the Lord. Jesus
stated in Luke 9:62, "No man, having put his hand to the plow, and
looking back, is fit for the kingdom
of God."
Days of temptation can be times
of great danger. God will allow every person to be tested and proven to
see what is truly in the heart. This
testing time is a good opportunity
for each one to see what is really
motivating his or her life. Is it a true
love for God and His way? Do you
just follow Him for the many blessings that you can receive? Deuteronomy 8:2 reads, "And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD
thy God led thee these forty years in
the wilderness, to humble thee, and
to prove thee, to know what was in
thine heart, whether thou wouldest
keep his commandments, or no."
The danger in temptation is the
possibility of becoming disgruntled
and actually thinking that the old life
was a better way to live, a time
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Selected

It is unreasonable
to expect a child to
listen to your
advice and ignore
your example.
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"Morning Prayer"

"Helen!" Miss Forest's voice
was sharp, and Helen turned dreamy
eyes from the window toward her.
"This is the third time I have
had to call your attention!"
"But, Miss Forest, if you were
going to have a piano waiting for
you when you got home, could you
study arithmetic?"
She did not mean to be saucy,
but everyone laughed, because all
the class knew how Helen had
dreamed of the new piano she was
going to get for her birthday—and
now that day had arrived!
As soon as school dismissed,
Helen hurried home—faster than
she had ever hurried before. When
she arrived home, there was the
lovely piano! Almost reverently,
Helen fingered the beautiful ivory
keys.
Then she begged, "Oh, Mother,
couldn't I take my first lesson this
evening, please?"
Helen's mother smiled, "Yes, if
Aunt Pearl can give it. I'll call her
now."
Aunt Pearl and Helen got along
fine with the lessons.
"You are doing splendidly,
Helen," she said one afternoon. "I'm
going to give you a more difficult
piece to practice this time. It is
called 'Morning Prayer,' I'll play it
for you."
Helen sat entranced while Aunt
Pearl played, When she had finished, Helen said, "Oh, it's beautiful! I'll memorize it."
Memorize it she did. She played
it so often that Bart, her older broth14

er, said one day, "Sis, can't you
change the record? That one's getting cracked!"
"It is not!" Helen shot back. "I
guess if you could play as nicely as
I can, you'd be playing as much as
possible too."
"Oh, listen to the lady! Who
said you could play so nicely?"
"Aunt Pearl and Father and
Mother and Uncle Arthur."
"Well, I wouldn't brag so much
about it. Don't you remember what
we learned in Sunday school? 'Pride
goeth before a fall'? That was one of
our memory verses."
Helen did play nicely, there was
no doubt about that. There was no
doubt about something else either.
Along with the nice playing, something ugly grew in her heart. It was
pride. She grew so proud of her
ability to play "Morning Prayer"
perfectly that she bragged about it at
school and at church. All during one
Sunday school class period, she
dreamed about the time when she
would be playing before large audiences and receiving the applause of
the people. She heard only bits of
the lesson.
Right at the end of the class, she
did come back to earth long enough
to hear her Sunday school teacher
say, "Pride is a terrible sin! When it
gets into a heart, it grows and
grows. God hates pride. He wants to
take every bit of it out of the heart.
Some people become very proud of
their ability to do certain things
well. You should try to do well in
everything that you do, but you
GospelTrumpeter.com • July 2017

should ask the Lord to keep you
from becoming proud." Then the
class repeated the golden text found
in Proverbs 16:18, which reads,
"Pride goeth before destruction, and
an haughty spirit before a fall."
Helen remembered her brother's
words about that very verse and her
piano playing, but she only tossed
her head and said to herself, "I
guess I won't. Anyway, how could a
person fall playing the piano?"
One afternoon Helen was
staying at the home of her Aunt
Pearl while her mother was out of
town. Aunt Pearl was entertaining a
very dear friend who was an accomplished pianist. While Helen was
reading, her Aunt Pearl called her
and said, "Will you play 'Morning
Prayer' for Mrs. Douglas? I have
told her how nicely you play."
Now was Helen's chance to
distinguish herself, but when she put
her hands upon the ivory keys, she
couldn't think of a single note.
After a few moments Aunt Pearl
said, "Why don't you begin, dear?"
"I-I-I can't think of the first
note," Helen said.
Aunt Pearl came over to the
piano and played the first measure,
but still Helen could not play the
piece. She sat and sat, growing more
miserable every minute. Then she
burst into tears, saying, "Oh, Aunt
Pearl, I can't think of a single note,
and I did know it by heart!"
"Well, never mind, dear. You
can play it for Mrs. Douglas some
other time."
[continued on page 25]

Psalm 119:1 Blessed are the
undefiled in the way, who walk in
the law of the LORD.
2 Blessed are they that keep his
testimonies, and that seek him with
the whole heart.
3 They also do no iniquity: they

walk in his ways.
4 Thou hast commanded us to
keep thy precepts diligently.
5 O that my ways were directed
to keep thy statutes!
6 Then shall I not be ashamed,
when I have respect unto all thy

commandments.
7 I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall have
learned thy righteous judgments.
8 I will keep thy statutes: O
forsake me not utterly.

Brother E. David Stegmeier
Having an Unobstructed
Line of Sight
The Word of God is the theme
of this long psalm of one hundred
seventy-six verses. Only five of
these verses do not specifically
use some word that refers to
the Word of God and the effect
it will have upon our lives. One
hundred seventy-one of those verses
use some word in reference to the
Word of God. Those verses use
words such as the Word, the Law,
saint or saints, the way, commandments, the path, testimonies,
precepts, and judgments.
The arrangement of this psalm is

rather unique. There are twenty-two
sections with eight lines in each. The
lines in each section begin with a
letter of the Hebrew alphabet. The
first eight lines begin with
"ALEPH." The next one is "BETH,"
and so on, through the twenty-two
letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Perhaps this was devised so that the
Jewish people could more easily
memorize it. It is good to know
some of the Word of God by
memory.
Without a doubt the writer loved
the Word of God and was persecuted
for obeying it. The Bible says those
who live righteously shall suffer
persecution. If you are not suffering
GospelTrumpeter.com • July 2017

persecution, perhaps you are living
too closely to the world. Many of
the verses in Psalm 119 are prayers
for God's assistance and testimonies
of the writer's faith in God. It is
good for us to meditate on the Word
of God. We are living in a day when
we have a real battle in our minds
sometimes. The human mind is the
most wonderfully, devout organism
in the world.
We have taken trips and used the
GPS, which means Global Positioning System. It is a space-based navigation satellite system that provides
reliable location and time information anywhere on or near the earth,
anywhere there is an unobstructed
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line of sight reception.
This reminds me of a song
called, "Nothing Between." Life is
like a maze, and we need God's
"GPS." The song says:
Nothing between my soul and my
Savior,
Naught of this world's delusive
dream;
I have renounced all sinful
pleasure;
Jesus is mine, There's nothing
between.
Nothing between, like worldly
pleasure;
Habits of life, though harmless
they seem,
Must not my heart from Him ever
sever;
He is my all, there's nothing
between.
Nothing between, like pride or
station;
Self or friends shall not intervene;
Though it may cost me much
tribulation,
I am resolved, there's nothing
between.
Nothing between, even many hard
trials,
Though the whole world against
me convene;
Watching with prayer and much
self-denial,
I'll triumph at last, there's nothing
between.
Nothing between my soul and my
Savior,
So that His blessed face may be
seen;
Nothing preventing the least of
His favor;
Keep the way clear! Let nothing
between.
Seeking God's Divine Direction
I believe a GPS is wonderful;
however, it is not always perfect
because roads can change. We all
need spiritual direction in this life,
but we have to be tuned in to God.
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As we navigate through life from
earth to Heaven, we need God's
divine direction. I tell God every
day, "I need Your help, Your grace,
and Your strength." Many times
people rely on their own human
wisdom and ingenuity rather than
God's guidance. We may plan a
day's activities, but before we do, we
need to seek God's divine direction.
When we seek Him, our lives are
pleasing to God and our lives end in
victory.
In our journey through life, we
need God's "Global Positioning System." God will show us how to navigate and find our way through life.
Jeremiah 10:23 says, "O LORD, I
know that the way of man is not in
himself [modern thinking tells you
that we can make our own way, but
we must not do it without God]: it is
not in man that walketh to direct his
steps."
Deuteronomy 5:33 states, "Ye
shall walk in all the ways which the
LORD your God hath commanded
you, that ye may live, and that it
may be well with you, and that ye
may prolong your days in the land
which ye shall possess."
Verse 5 of our Scripture text
states, "O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes!" Many
times in life we have to follow directions. Following is an important part
of life. Before you can ever be a
leader, you have to be a good follower. In my forty years of pastoring, lots of young men have gotten
saved and said, "Pastor, I want to go
and start my own work." Well, that
is fine, after a person sits under the
Truth for many years and gets some
teaching and gets established. I repeat, before you can be a leader, you
have to be a good follower. Sometimes it is difficult for people to
follow directions. Following is a
choice. It is always safe to follow
God's direction, which is contained
in His Word.
Putting God First
In Luke, Chapter 9, we have an
example of three men who were
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given the opportunity to follow the
Lord. We might say they were
would-be disciples. However, each
of them allowed something to hinder
them, which caused them to deviate
from God's will. Because of these
hindrances, they did not give wholehearted discipleship to Christ. Luke
9:57-62 reads: "And it came to pass,
that, as they went in the way, a
certain man said unto him, Lord, I
will follow thee whithersoever thou
goest. And Jesus said unto him,
Foxes have holes, and birds of the
air have nests; but the Son of man
hath not where to lay his head.
"And he said unto another,
Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer
me first to go and bury my father.
Jesus said unto him, Let the dead
bury their dead: but go thou and
preach the kingdom of God. And
another also said, Lord, I will follow
thee; but let me first go bid them
farewell, which are at home at my
house. And Jesus said unto him, No
man, having put his hand to the
plough, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God."
I want you to consider some
things. First of all, three individuals
offered to follow the Lord. They
seemed to be willing to follow God's
plan, or follow God's Global Positioning System. The first man did
not even wait to be called. He was
impetuous, you might say. He did
not take the time to count the cost of
being a wholehearted disciple. However, there is a cost to pay to be a
real disciple of Christ; it is going to
cost a person his all. If you are going
to be a true and wholehearted disciple of Christ, you need to count the
cost.
Luke 14:25-28 tells us: "And
there went great multitudes with
him: and he turned, and said unto
them, If any man come to me, and
hate not [or love less] his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his
own life also, he cannot be my
disciple. [We have to be willing to
leave everything for Christ, but
when we do, we will be repaid. If
you count the cost and pay the price,

God will see that you are blessed.
Many times people hold back; they
are hindered by the cost. When you
give all to Christ, you will be fully
paid.] And whosoever doth not bear
his cross, and come after me, cannot
be my disciple. For which of you,
intending to build a tower, sitteth
not down first, and counteth the
cost, whether he have sufficient to
finish it?"
One place in the Bible says that
in building a building, we have to
dig deep. We have to get right down
to rock bottom and build on the
Rock. Some may start out in a blaze
of glory; however, it is not long until
they fizzle out. If one has not
counted the cost to see what the
price is, onlookers may mock should
he fail to finish. One might have to
forego some of the conveniences
and comforts of life. Friend, if your
belongings hold you back from fully
following the Lord, you may need to
give up some of them. Sometimes
certain things get too strong a hold
on people. You must put them in a
subservient position.
The second man was willing to
follow the Lord; however, there was
something that he wanted to do first.
His response to Christ would come
later. When it comes to serving the
Lord, what Christ wants you to do in
life must come first. Jesus said in
Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you."
The second man wanted to bury
his father first. Perhaps this was
legitimate, but one should be careful
of putting family and personal interests before the Lord. God must come
first. We ought to take care of the
needs of our family; however, we
must be careful not to use them as
an excuse for putting Christ second.
Christ's response to this individual
was, in essence, "Let the spiritually
dead bury the physically dead." The
principle occupation of the Christian
should be to advance the Kingdom
of God.
The third individual wanted to
bid farewell to his family. By put-

ting God first in your life, you will
be the greatest blessing to your
family that you can be.
Keep Your Eyes on the
Lord, and Follow Him
As I was growing up, my father
hated the Church of God. Our home
was not a pleasant place, but my
mother never missed attending the
services at the house of worship. My
father sometimes made it very difficult for her by verbally abusing her,
and sometimes he would lock her in
a room. I do not think he ever gave
her a ride to church that I can remember. We walked through deep
snow and the cold in the winter in
Montana.
My father did get saved one year
at a camp meeting at God's Acres.
What a change came into his life! I
remember that I was working in the
snack bar and my wife came over to
tell me that my father was getting
saved.
I said, "I don't think so."
My dad's father was a minister
in a false religion, so my father
knew the Bible very well, and he
loved to try to debate Church of God
ministers. My wife left for a while,
and then she came back and said,
"David, your father is getting
saved."
Again, I said, "I don't think so."
She left and returned a third time
and said, "Your dad is getting
saved."
I said, "You have got to be
kidding me."
Finally, I went into the service
to see, and my father really was
gloriously saved!
At that time I was in the military
service. I was stationed at Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri. We were
going to drive on to see my sister
who lived in Washington. As we
were riding along, my mother was
very pensive. I asked, "Mother, what
is wrong with you?" She was different.
She said: "All these years I have
prayed for your father, and all of a
sudden he is saved. It is almost more
GospelTrumpeter.com • July 2017

than I can comprehend." God will
bless you if you stand true to Him,
but you might have to forsake all to
follow the Lord.
Jesus went on to say that if you
start out serving Him and turn back,
you are really unworthy of the
Kingdom of God. If you start plowing the fields for the Lord and look
back, your furrows will not be
straight. I have no desire to ever
look back. When you are working
for the Lord, you must keep your
eyes on Him and follow Him with
implicit obedience. You are unfit to
follow the Lord if your heart is fixed
on worldly concerns. Nothing can
hinder you if you truly follow the
Lord. Your love and loyalty must
first be given to Him. On your list of
priorities, Christ must come first.
In the reference that I read about
the Global Positioning System, it
says that four or more GPS satellites
will give direction anywhere in any
type of weather, wherever you are, if
you have an unobstructed line of
sight. As Christians, God has given
us two "GPS satellites" that give
reliable location and time information in all types of spiritual weather.
God has never failed me. Many
times God has directed my wife and
me so marvelously. Without a doubt
God called me into the ministry and
gave me a place to labor that I love.
There are two satellites that God has
given us that will tell us what our
position should be for the times in
which we are living. They are reliable and are not maintained by the
government. They are maintained by
the Trinity. These two "GPS satellites" are the Word of God and the
Spirit of God.
God's Guidance Is Reliable
We are so blessed. We ought to
walk worthy of the vocation to
which we are called. We want to be
our very best for God. David wrote
in Psalm 119:105, "Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto
my path." If you want to know the
direction in which you should be
going, you must always consult the
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Word of God. There is an answer in
the Word of God for every problem
that you have. It will give you reliable direction. When it comes to
your home, the position of the father
or the mother, the position of the
husband or the wife, or how to rear
your children, it is all in the Divine
Book, God's GPS. There is something in the Word of God for every
need that you have. It is reliable in
all types of weather and at all times.
John 16:1-4 reads: "These things
have I spoken unto you, that ye
should not be offended. They shall
put you out of the synagogues: yea,
the time cometh, that whosoever
killeth you will think that he doeth
God service. And these things will
they do unto you, because they have
not known the Father, nor me. But
these things have I told you, that
when the time shall come, ye may
remember that I told you of them.
And these things I said not unto you
at the beginning, because I was with
you."
Verses 5-11 continue: "But now
I go my way to him that sent me;
and none of you asketh me, Whither
goest thou? But because I have said
these things unto you, sorrow hath
filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell
you the truth; It is expedient for you
that I go away: for if I go not away,
the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send him
unto you. And when he is come, he
will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment: Of
sin, because they believe not on me;
Of righteousness, because I go to my
Father, and ye see me no more; Of
judgment, because the prince of this
world is judged."
God has grace for us as we
grow. Some years ago, when I first
felt the call to labor for God, if
someone had told me that I would
have to go through some of the
things that I have gone through,
perhaps I would have really struggled to answer that call. However,
God has helped me and has given
me grace as I have traveled along.
Verses 12-13 continue: "I have
yet many things to say unto you, but
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ye cannot bear [grasp or handle]
them now. Howbeit when he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide
you into all truth: [There is the other
satellite, the Spirit. The Word and
the Spirit are our guides. The Spirit
will speak to you if you will listen.
If you will live close enough to God,
God will direct and help you. The
problem is, too many people are not
willing to live close enough to God
to get His divine direction.] for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things
to come."
Are You Willing to Labor
in the Harvest?
Again, there are two "GPS
satellites" that can give you and me
reliable location and time information. We can look to the Word of
God and find what kind of time we
are living in. We are living in a time
where man thinks he can do his own
thing. He thinks he does not need
any help from God. On the contrary,
we all need God. We are living in a
time of humanism. Humanism says
that man can do his own thing, he is
master of his own ways, and he does
not need any outside help.
Solomon said in Proverbs 16:25,
"There is a way that seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death." We do not have
to be in confusion. If you need direction in any facet, or area, of your
life, you can go to God. He cares
about your life. God will not lead
you to a dead end. He will not lead
you into a place where you are going
to sin or to a place of confusion.
First Corinthians 14:33 reads, "For
God is not the author of confusion."

Your way can be clear if you look
to Him. I thank God that I feel
absolutely no confusion in my life
whatsoever.
By the help of the Lord, I listen
to those "satellites," God's means of
directing His people. The two witnesses, or God's two satellites—the
Word and the Spirit—in the Church
of God are standing, witnessing, and
testifying. They stand together.
There is a song entitled, "I'll Go
Where You Want Me to Go." Are
you willing to do that?
The Mormon religion is growing
rapidly, but their teachings are insidious and false. Jehovah Witnesses
and many other false religions are
growing. I thank God that we have
the Truth. We need to get this Truth
out in a greater way. I would like to
see more young people who are
serving God take a burden, step out,
and help carry the Gospel to the
ends of the world. There is still time,
and there are still opportunities.
As a child, God spoke to me
very strongly. I did not know what
direction He wanted to take me, but
I thank God for a divine call. I love
to serve God, and I love to work for
God. Are you willing? God is calling. The Bible says to pray to the
Lord of the harvest, that He will
bring forth laborers. The harvest is
great without a doubt. The fields are
white unto harvest. Who will go?
There is a song that speaks of everyone being content to stay around the
table at Father's house, but who is
willing to go out and labor in the
harvest for the Lord ? Are you in
confusion? You do not have to be.
Are you willing to follow the Lord's
GPS?
(Compact Disc TR-739E)

As a tree falls, so must it lie,
As a man lives, so must he die,
As a man dies, so must he be
All through the days of eternity.
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Camp Meeting
July 10-16
Ninth Street Church of God
of New Castle, Indiana, invites you to attend
an old-fashioned Camp Meeting at
Central Friends' Campground
5601 E County Road 650 S, Muncie, Indiana 47302
Two services daily: Tues.-Sat. 9:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. & Sun. 9:00 a.m.
(The first service begins Monday evening at 7:30 p.m.)
Three meals served daily, including continental breakfast.
Snack stand will be open after the evening services.
Air-conditioned dining hall. Age appropriate
activities during non-service times.
Campers & Tents are welcome.
Please bring your own bedding & towels.

W e w elcom e everyone!
For reservations contact: Sister Michelle Gingerich @ 765-808-8705
For further information contact:
Pastor Allen Polston @ 765-521-8284
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Luke 2:41 Now his parents went
to Jerusalem every year at the feast
of the passover.
42 And when he was twelve
years old, they went up to Jerusalem
after the custom of the feast.
43 And when they had fulfilled
the days, as they returned, the child

Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem;
and Joseph and his mother knew not
of it.
44 But they, supposing him to
have been in the company, went
a day's journey; and they sought
him among their kinsfolk and
acquaintance.

45 And when they found him
not, they turned back again to
Jerusalem, seeking him.
46 And it came to pass, that
after three days they found him in
the temple, sitting in the midst of the
doctors, both hearing them, and
asking them questions.

Brother Paul Featherstone
Losing the Presence
of Christ
Joseph and Mary went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of the
Passover. On their way home, Jesus
tarried, or stayed behind. As they
walked a day's journey and were
talking to their relatives and friends,
they supposed Jesus to have been in
the company. However, they later
noticed that Jesus was not in their
midst.
There are people who once had
a good experience with God. Some
used to shout, some cried, and
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others ran the aisles. They were
blessed in various ways when the
glory of God came down in the
sanctuary. However, as time went
by, they found that their experience
was not as it used to be. Today they
are unaware that they have lost the
presence of Christ in their lives. This
is a danger, friend. You can have
victory and know that you are a
child of God, but if you are not careful, you will let things creep in that
will cause your experience to leak
out. The devil can deceive you into
believing that you still have the
victory.
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The Bible says to examine
yourself to see if you are in the faith.
From time to time, God wants you to
ask the Lord to turn the search lights
of Heaven upon you. Once in a
while, it is good to ask the Lord if
you are still walking in the light and
being what He wants you to be.
There are people who suppose that
His presence is with them, but they
left Him a long time ago, not realizing that they are in a tragic condition. That is a terrible condition to
get in when one gets to the place
that God's presence is no longer with
him.

How can this happen? First, a
person compromises biblical convictions. Twenty years ago, some
sisters who never would have considered cutting their hair now cut
their hair. God's Word says in 1
Corinthians 11:15, "But if a woman
have long hair, it is a glory to her:
for her hair is given her for a covering." God understands that some
situations can happen physically,
perhaps because of cancer or other
conditions. However, when people
deliberately go against the Word
of God, they are going to find
themselves in trouble with God.
Another let down on biblical
convictions by some people is
adornment. At one time, they took a
stand against worldly adornment,
such as the wearing of jewelry and
the wedding band. As time went on,
they began to let down on those
biblical convictions. What they used
to see as wrong is not wrong to them
anymore. Friend, God's Word does
not change. If it was wrong back
then, it is still wrong today. God
does not change, but people change.
Obeying Bible Precepts
When it comes to men, 1 Corinthians 11:14 tells us, "Doth not even
nature itself teach you, that, if a man
have long hair, it is a shame unto
him?" I was with a friend of mine
one day for visitation at a hospital,
and he was about ready to bump into
a person that I thought was a lady,
so I said, "Be careful, you are going
to run into that lady." Well, the person that I thought was a lady turned
around and looked at me, and that
person was a man with long hair. I
felt so embarrassed. Many men have
lost their manhood in America
today. They have lost their position
where God wants them to be.
When a person is where God
wants him to be, he can be blessed
and helped. When someone goes
against what God says, God cannot
bless him. Once God has given you
light and understanding, it does not
change, because God never changes.
The Apostle Paul said in Galatians

2:18, "For if I build again the things
which I destroyed, I make myself a
transgressor." Many preachers are
guilty of that. They used to take a
stand for righteousness and holiness,
how we ought to live, how we ought
to dress, and how we ought to act;
however, as time went on, some of
them changed because of the money,
thinking, "If I just let down, maybe
the people will pay me more." God
is going to hold a lot of preachers
accountable for not preaching the
whole council of God.
God's Word tells us in Matthew
6:23, "But if thine eye be evil, thy
whole body shall be full of darkness.
If therefore the light that is in thee
be darkness, how great is that darkness!" Many former conservative
religious people have now become
worldly and have stated that they
have "new light." In reality, what
they have is old darkness; yet they
say, "I have never been more free
than I am now," not realizing they
are in bondage. How great is that
darkness!
I am glad that I am free. I do not
have a problem with God's Word
telling me how to dress, how to live,
and how to walk. Why? I love the
Lord. Jesus said in John 14:15, "If
ye love me, keep my commandments." It does not take a rocket
scientist to figure that out. If you
love God with all your heart, soul,
mind, and strength, you will not
have a problem with how God wants
you to live and how He wants you to
dress.
My friend, God can take the
"want to" for the world out of you.
He can take away the desire for the
things of the world. The things I
used to want to do, I do not do any
more because Christ came in and
changed my life completely. God's
Word tells us in 1 Peter 3:3, "Whose
adorning let it not be that outward
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of
wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel." That is the reason we do
not do those things. God says not to
wear gold, pearls, or costly array.
First Timothy 2:9 tells us, "In
like manner also, that women adorn
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themselves in modest apparel, with
shamefacedness and sobriety; not
with broided hair, or gold, or pearls,
or costly array." We do not want to
draw attention to ourselves. We
want people to see Christ in us, not
think, "Look how beautiful she is"
or "Look how handsome he is" or
"Look what she has on." We want
people to see Christ in us.
Today many people have
changed and have gone contrary to
the Word of God. Church, we are
not to look like the world, dress like
the world, talk like the world, or be
like the world. Why? We are children of God. We are a holy, peculiar
people, and we are to be separated
from the world and its idols. Praise
God! I am glad that I am separated
from the world, and I have no desire
to go back to the things of the world.
There is nothing back there that
I want to go back to. I was in
bondage, but Jesus set me free!
Guard Against Unforgiveness
Another reason that some
individuals lose the presence of
Christ is due to unforgiveness. You
would be surprised how many people have an old grudge in their
hearts against others. Something
happened many years ago, and when
they see that certain person, it stirs
up feelings of ill-will or resentment
on the inside.
Some go on professing over top
of it and testify or sing specials, but
they have an old grudge in their
hearts. Jesus said in Mark 11:25-26:
"And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any:
that your Father also which is in
heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive,
neither will your Father which is in
heaven forgive your trespasses."
You may say, "You don't know
what that person did to me." No, I
do not know, and I do not need to
know. I am sorry that you had to go
through that sad experience or that
terrible experience. Nevertheless,
according to God's Word, if you do
not forgive others their trespasses,
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neither will your Heavenly Father
forgive your trespasses. I know this
is a touchy subject, but friend, God
can help you to forgive others. I
remember one time somebody hurt a
family member of mine, and I struggled with that. Also, I remember that
my mother said she was abused by
her mother. As a Christian, she
struggled with that, but God put His
finger on it and said, "You have to
forgive your mom." Eventually, she
came to the place where she said,
"Lord, I can't do it on my own, but if
You will put the love in my heart, I
will forgive her."
One time an individual hurt one
of my own children, and I was angry
with that person and wanted to get
even. I went to an altar of prayer one
night and said, "Lord, I can't love
that individual on my own, but if
You will put the love in my heart, I
will forgive that man and love him."
Friend, had I refused to forgive him,
I would not be preaching the Word
of God today. Undoubtedly, I would
have backslidden. I am glad that I
chose to lay the unforgiveness on
the altar and say, "Lord, I'm willing
to forgive."
You may say, "Preacher, I can't
do that." No, you cannot do it in
your own strength; however, if you
will turn it over to the Lord and say,
"Lord, I can't do it, but if you will do
it through me, I am willing." If you
are a willing vessel, I can promise
you that God will take the grudge
out of your heart.
A grudge does not stay little.
When you get upset with someone
and hold a grudge, it gets bigger. It
is like a snowball. When you go out
in the wintertime and roll the snow
into a ball, it gets bigger and bigger
as you keep rolling it. That is just
like a grudge—a grudge gets bigger
and bigger, and then bitterness will
creep in. Bitterness is an awful
thing, and it damns people's souls.
Many people are bitter, and they
wonder why they don't have the
presence of Christ. It is due to
unforgiveness and bitterness. It has
ruined many churches, and it has
ruined many marriages.
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You have to guard against these
things. The devil does not care how
he brings you down. He may not get
you to rob a bank or do something
crazy out in the world, but he will
try to cause you to let little things
creep in. He may cause you to question: "Is that really necessary? Did
God really mean what He said? Is it
really wrong to do that?" Friend,
God will let you carry a grudge if
you insist on holding on to it. You
have to guard against the enemy of
your soul continually. He is as a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour. The devil is sneaky. He will
try to attack you with little things,
and before you know it, you will
lose the victory.
How to Keep the Victory
Another reason people lose the
presence of Christ is, when God
shows them that they need to make
restitutions, they never get around to
doing it. Friend, you might have
been a Christian for years, but you
could have forgotten something you
did that you need to make right.
Well, God has not forgotten, and He
will come to you and say, "You need
to go back and tell that person you
are sorry" or "You need to go back
and make that right." For example,
maybe you owe someone money.
You need to take care of whatever it
is.
One songwriter said, "Trust and
obey, for there's no other way to be
happy in Jesus, but to trust and
obey." When you say, "Okay, Lord,
I will go make that right; I will do
what you want me to do," then you
can still keep the fire, keep the
glory, and keep the victory despite
what the devil does. There are not
enough devils in hell to stop you
from minding God.
Paul told the church in Galatia in
Galatians 5:7, "Ye did run well; who
did hinder you that ye should not
obey the truth?" That was not just to
the Galatians, but it is to everybody.
You had the victory for a while.
Who hindered you, that you should
not obey the truth? Friend, it is a
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dangerous matter to go against the
Truth of God's Word. It is dangerous
to play around with sin, worldliness,
and those things about which God
has said no. Some people have lost
the victory because they have
chosen not to obey the Truth.
God has a standard, but He does
not have a double standard. He is
not going to tell one group that
something is okay and another group
that it is not okay. God requires the
same standard from all people, no
matter where they come from. God
is not going to change that standard.
I appreciate those Bible requirements. These principles are according to God's Word. God has a reason
for these things. He wants His people to be separate from the world.
John wrote in 1 John 2:15, "Love
not the world, neither the things that
are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not
in him." If you love the world,
friend, you are an enemy of God.
You do not want to be an enemy of
God. We are in the world, but we
are not of the world.
I say these things with a heart
of love. If these things are not
preached, people are not going to
know what God says. Many times
the reason some groups have gone
another direction is that the preachers fail to tell the people what the
Word of God says. May God help
preachers to be more faithful to
bring out what the truth is.
At one time, women never
would have chosen to wear slacks,
but now many women do wear
them. At one time, they would have
said it was wrong. Deuteronomy
22:5 says, "The woman shall not
wear that which pertaineth unto a
man, [You may say, 'Well, they are
made for women.' Yes, but they
pertain to a man.] neither shall a
man put on a woman's garment: for
all that do so are abomination unto
the LORD thy God." I did not write
that, friend. God inspired that
Scripture.
You may say, "That is Old
Testament." All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, according to

2 Timothy 3:16. Today many try to
sugarcoat the Gospel and water it
down so they do not offend anyone.
I would rather offend people than
offend Almighty God. When I stand
before Him at the Judgment one of
these days, I will be held accountable for what I have preached. So
many churches have let down on
these issues. They quit preaching the
whole council of God. That is the
reason congregations across the
country are adrift. How sad it is
when people drift and drift! Then
they wonder why they do not feel
the glory of God in their midst.
God Has a Remedy
I do not want anything to stand
between me and my Savior. Nothing
in this world is worth losing your
soul over, whether it is money,
power, prestige, or anything else.
Anything that would come between
you and God is sin. I do not want
anything to hinder me. One songwriter said, "Rejecting everything
that would bid me stay, I'm pressing
toward the glory land." Praise the
Lord!
Friend, there is a remedy if you
are worldly or if you have backslidden. Luke 2:45 says, "And when
they found him not, they turned
back again to Jerusalem, seeking
him." In other words, they went
back where they left Jesus. That is
what you are going to have to do if
you are in that condition. If you are
not minding the Lord, if you have
walked against light, or if you have
fought against light, there is a
remedy. You will have to go back
where you left Him. He is waiting
for you.
Backslider, worldly individual,
there is a way back. Hallelujah! Just
go back where you left Him. He is
waiting with open arms to receive
you back into the family of God. I
am glad that I do not serve a God
who is standing by with a ball bat,
ready to hit me on the head whenever I make a mistake. I have a
Heavenly Father who loves me so
much and loves you so much. He

wants you and me to make it to
Heaven more than we want to make
it to Heaven. He loves you and me.
God gave this wonderful
promise in Jeremiah 3:22, "Return,
ye backsliding children, and I will
heal your backslidings. Behold, we
come unto thee; for thou art the
LORD our God." God made a promise that He would heal your
backslidings, and then He will forget
all about it. It will never be brought
up against you again.
Hosea 14:4 says, "I will heal
their backsliding, I will love them
freely: for mine anger is turned away
from him." One songwriter penned:
"It is no secret what God can do.
What He's done for others, He'll do
for you. With arms wide open, He'll
pardon you. It is no secret what God
can do." Friend, God is longing and
waiting to restore you just as you
are.
Another songwriter wrote, "Just
as I am, and waiting not to rid my
soul of one dark blot, to thee whose
blood can cleanse each spot, O
Lamb of God, I come, I come."
Some people think they have to
change everything before they can
go to an altar of prayer and talk to
the Lord. No, you need to go to Him
just as you are. You must not wait to
rid your soul of one dark blot. Once
you let Him in, all is forgiven and
forgotten forever, as long as you
keep walking in the light from now
on.
Perhaps you have never been
saved. My friend, you can pray and
receive God's gift of salvation. He

can place the kiss of pardon upon
your cheek and let you know that
you are a child of God. You could
start this day as a sinner and end the
day as a child of God. Why? Because of God's great gift. John 3:16
says, "For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life." I am glad for that.
Matthew 11:28-30 says: "Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn
of me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light."
Friend, God is not your enemy.
You might have drifted, but you
have a Savior who is waiting for you
with outstretched arms, and He is
willing to forgive and forget. If you
are a backslider, He is willing to
restore you to where you were, but it
is up to you to seek Him. God is not
going to make you. It has to be your
personal choice. Are you tired of the
way you are living? You are going
to have to be sick of sin, sick of
yourself, and sick of the way you are
living. Won't you be like the prodigal son? He came to himself and
went back to his father's house. His
father ran to meet him. His father
was glad to see him, and he restored
him back into fellowship. Dear one,
that is what God wants to do for
you.
(Compact Disc TR-1778)

Nature FORMS us,
Sin DEFORMS us,
School INFORMS us,
but only Christ

TRANSFORMS us.
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Old-Fashioned
Camp Meeting
Canby, Oregon
July 10-16
F IRST SERVICE MONDAY AT 7:00 P.M.

Two Services Daily
10:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

ÉÉÉÉÉ

We Welcome Everyone
We extend a cordial invitation
for you to come and worship the
Lord with us!
For reservations contact:
Pastor E. David Stegmeier
552 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
Telephone (503) 266-9297

(Please make reservations
in advance, if possible)

24

GospelTrumpeter.com • July 2017

There were times during the
ministry of Jesus when all seemed
bright. The multitudes followed
Him, and He was exalted in the eyes
of the people. The time when it was
the most popular to follow Him was
not at the beginning of His ministry
or at the close. At the beginning of
His work, He was not popular because His methods of work were so
simple. At the close of His work,
many people were enraged because
He would not partake of their vanities and accept their honors or compromise with them. Hence, the
multitudes who had so joyously
followed Him for the loaves and the
fishes and to be with the crowds
took their departure.
Looking out upon the people as
they forsook Him, His heart was full
of sadness, as when He said in Luke
13:34, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
which killest the prophets, and
stonest them that are sent unto thee;
how often would I have gathered thy
children together, as a hen doth
gather her brood under her wings,

and ye would not!" By their actions,
they were saying, "Your teachings
are too deep, your requirements too
great, and your followers too few."
Then His eyes turned from those
who were departing (John 6:66-67)
and looking upon the twelve, He
said, "Will ye also go away?" He
was questioning their stability, and
His heart was very sad. Yet, Peter,
who thought seriously for a moment
with a feeling of decision, declared
that since Christ alone had the words
of eternal life and was the only true
way to glory, he would follow Him
though all others should turn back.
This was a good decision, to stand
for the way of God though it should
become unpopular, but he did not
carry it out. After he saw his folly in
weakening, he repented bitterly and
returned to his former decision to set
out for faithfulness unto death.
Now, the way of God never has
been popular for any great length of
time and never will become so;
therefore, what you need is a deep
determination to follow Truth and

to follow what is right regardless of
how popular it is, whether others
follow or turn back. You need to
keep it settled deep in your heart to
go all the way with Christ, though
all the world and your near friends
turn back and walk no more with
Him. Let us maintain the decision of
Joshua, who said in the later part of
Joshua 24:15, "As for me and my
house, we will serve the LORD."
Selected

Nothing costs so little and goes so far as Christian courtesy.
[Espec. for Young People—contin. from p. 14]

As Helen left the room, she heard
Aunt Pearl say to Mrs. Douglas, "I can't
imagine what the trouble is; she had it
memorized perfectly."
"Perhaps she was just a little frightened," Mrs. Douglas said.
Helen, however, knew what the
trouble was. Pride over her ability to

play had grown so big in her heart that
it had at last led to a fall. The Bible
says it will, and now she had proven
that it was true. After Mrs. Douglas had
gone, Helen told Aunt Pearl all about
the struggle that she had and how her
brother Bart had warned her.
Aunt Pearl said, "It was a hard
lesson, but I'm sure you will never
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forget it."
Helen asked Aunt Pearl to pray
with her, so they kneeled down, and
Helen asked God to forgive her and to
help her to never get caught up in pride
again.
Selected
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to attend the

Fall Camp Meeting
July 30 - August 6
Three Services Daily
10:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
(The first service begins at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday)

Holy Ghost Preaching } Inspirational Singing
Children's Services } Divine Healing
MEALS reasonably priced (full-time evangelists and pastors [with spouses] halfprice). LODGING free-will offering basis. Heated dormitories available. Bring your own
bedding, if possible. No pets.
Name_____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________ State_________ Zip______________
Phone_________________________________ Date Needed_____________________
____Number in family
____Number of rooms needed
____Number of beds needed
Send Reservations to: David L. Bush
725 N. Cedar St.
Newark, OH 43055

____Number for boys' dorm
____Number for women's dorm
____Number for girls' dorm

Call (740) 345-1213
for reservations

GOD'S ACRES  NEWARK, OHIO
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Canby, OR
July 10-16

Camp Meeting: Church of God Camp Meeting, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
The first service begins Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. Two services daily: 10:30 a.m.
& 7:00 p.m. A complimentary breakfast is available each morning at the motel.
A meal will be served after each morning service. Also, a snack stand will be open
after the evening services. Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
For more information contact: Pastor David Stegmeier
Telephone: 503-266-9297

Muncie, IN
July 10-16

Camp Meeting: Ninth Street Church of God, 125 S 9 th Street, New Castle, IN 47362
Meeting will be held at the Central Friends ' Campground, 5601 E County Road 650 S,
Muncie, Indiana. Service times: The first service begins Monday evening at 7:30 p.m.;
Tuesday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.; Sunday 9:00 a.m. The meeting ends after the
Sunday morning service on the 16 th, but dinner will be served. Three meals served daily,
including a continental breakfast. Air-conditioned dining hall. Snack stand will be open
after the evening services. Age appropriate activities during non-service times. Campers
& tents are welcome. PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO BRING YOUR OWN BEDDING
AND TOWELS. For lodging/camping reservations, please contact Sis. Michelle Gingerich
@ 765-808-8705. For more information contact: Pastor Allen Polston
Telephone: 765-521-8284

Newark, OH
July 30-August 6

Camp Meeting: Church of God, God's Acres. 675 N. Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055
The first service begins Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. Three services daily, plus a prayer
service in the morning. Special children's services in the mornings and youth services after
the supper meals. Campers are welcome. All sites are full hook up; 30 amp & 50 amp
service. All campers must stop at the lodging office to register and to get a water regulator
before set up. For lodging reservations, call Brother or Sister Dave Bush @ 740-345-1213.
Lodging is a free-will offering basis. See page 26 for more details.
For more information contact: Pastor Roger L. Decker. Telephone: 740-344-2543

Medina, OH
Sept. 5-10

Revival: Church of God, 6745 Wooster Pike, Medina, Ohio 44256
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Tuesday - Friday 7:00 p.m., Saturday 6:00 p.m., and Sunday 10:30 a.m.
& 4:00 p.m. For more information call 330-725-5993 or 330-421-0187

Chicago, IL
Sept. 17-24

Revival: Harding Street Church of God, 3924 W 14th Street, Chicago, IL 60623
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For more information contact: Brother Aurelius Raines.
Telephone: 708-751-1725 or 708-747-1534
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