SOUNDING FORTH THE SEVENTH AND LAST TRUMPET

Vol. 47 January 2017 No. 1

Church of God Tabernacle in Newark, Ohio

"I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the LORD ."
Psalm 122:1

"For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
who shall prepare himself to the battle?"

THE GOSPEL TRUMPETER
USPS #871620
Periodicals postage paid at the post office in Newark,
Ohio 43055.
POSTMAN, send form 3579 to the printer:
THE GOSPEL TRUMPETER
675 N. Cedar Street
Newark, Ohio 43055
This periodical carries no subscription price;
however, it is partially maintained through the gifts
and offerings of its readers, with the bal ance of the
expenses being paid by the local congregation.

"And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red
sea, to compass the land of Edom; and the soul of the people
was much discouraged because of the way. And the people
spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there
is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth
this light bread."

PRAYER: If you need prayer, please phone or write:
Roger L. Decker, Pastor
83 Decrow Ave.
Newark, OH 43055
Email: pastor@church-of-god-online.com
Phone: 740-344-2543
Fax: 740-344-4737
Print Shop Phone: 740-345-1312
This monthly religious journal is published for the benefit of the
Church of God universally. It is our supreme purpose to reach the
world for Christ through the printed page. Our burden is to reveal
the truth of God's Word to all m ankind, to expose sin and error,
war against apostasy, and to eradicate the longstanding
traditions of men that have no biblical foundations.

Brother Roger L. Decker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editor
Workers Too Numerous to Mention

THE CHURCH OF GOD BELIEVES IN:
A personal God (John 4:24)
A divine Christ (John 1:1, 14)
An infallibly inspired Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
Salvation from sin (Matt. 1:21)
The new birth (John 3:3, 5-7
A holy life (Luke 1:73-75; Titus 2:12)
Sanctification (1 Thess. 5:23)
Unity of God's people (John 17:21, Eph. 4)
Divine, physical healing (James 5:14-16)
The ordinances (Matt. 28:19-20; John 13;
1 Cor. 11:23, 34)
Eternal life (Matt. 25:46; Mark 9:43)
The Trinity (1 John 5:7, 8)

SOME SPIRITUAL FACTS
PERTAINING TO THE CHURCH
Jesus organized it (Matt. 16:18)
On a good foundation (Eph. 2:20; I Cor. 3:11)
Christ governs it (Eph. 1:22-23; Isa. 9:6)
God admits members (I Cor. 12:13-18)
Sin puts you out of it (Rom. 11:22; Ex. 32:33)
The saved only are members (John 15:2-6)
Membership is offered to all (Rev. 22:17)
Final rewards (Rev. 20:12-15; 21:3-4; 22:14)
Bible name of the Church (Acts 20:28;
Gal. 1:13; John 17:11)
We reserve the right to edit and/or decline any
material for any reason. Not responsible for unsolicited
articles or items.

CONTENTS
Striving for the Mastery. . . . . . . . . . . . 3
The Battle in Your Mind. . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Especially for Young People. . . . . . . 15
The Despised Birthright. . . . . . . . . . . 18
Faithfulness.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
Announcements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Vol. 47 January 2017 No. 1
2

Numbers 21:4-5
Avoid Murmuring and Complaining
Murmuring and complaining is
a trait that greatly displeases the
Lord, and it must be avoided.
People who become involved with
this error can face very serious
consequences if it is allowed to
continue in their lives. In the
Scripture above, we find an example that brought great hurt to the
children of Israel. It is recorded to
be a warning of what can happen
should this unbecoming practice
take hold of anyone and continue
to go unchecked.
Let us take a moment to examine this error and see the outcome that it had on people of the
past. God wonderfully delivered
the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage. He gloriously provided a way for them to cross the
Red Sea and destroyed their enemy
before their eyes. The Lord always
proved Himself faithful in meeting
their every need as they encountered hardships, trials, and problems that came up. When in the
wilderness, He provided manna for
them to eat and water to drink.
Each time an impossible situation
confronted them, they would invariably look on the hopelessness
of the situation instead of trusting
in God. Because help was not readily available as they desired, they
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murmured and complained against
God and against Moses.
Israel's distrust and unbelief
lead to unmerited accusations
toward the Lord and His purpose.
The people repeatedly blamed God
for bringing them out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness. One would
think Israel would have been
thankful seeing the many miracles
the Lord had performed. Witnessing God's mighty working power in
the midst should have inspired
their faith to trust Him in a greater
way. However, unbelief blinded
their eyes and caused them to
doubt at each negative condition
they encountered.
The Lord had no intention of
destroying His people in the wilderness. He had good things in
store for them just ahead. The
promise was given to Abraham of
inheriting a good land filled with
milk and honey. God had a reason
for leading the Israelites in the way
that He did. The trials that befell
them were to be used as a vehicle
to prove the people. God wanted to
know what was in their hearts and
if they would truly appreciate His
marvelous works and serve Him. In
Deuteronomy 8:2 we read, "And
thou shalt remember all the way
[continued on page 7]

1 Corinthians 9:24 Know ye not
that they which run in a race run all,
but one receiveth the prize? So run,
that ye may obtain.
25 And every man that striveth
for the mastery is temperate in all

things. Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown: but we an
incorruptible.
26 I therefore so run, not as
uncertainly: so fight I, not as one
that beateth the air:

27 But I keep under my body,
and bring it into subjection: lest that
by any means, when I have preached
to others, I myself should be a
castaway.

Brother Roger L. Decker
The Necessity of Self-Discipline
In the verses of our Scripture
text, the Apostle Paul likened the
Christian race to that of an athlete
running a race. Paul did this many
times when writing. He took surrounding situations and presented an
allegory and likened them to the
Christian life. Jesus did the same
thing. The Corinthians looked as
though they wanted to take the easy
way, but Paul let them know that no

man could ever get anywhere without the sternest self-discipline. This
is something that the flesh does not
like.
It seems that Paul was fascinated
by athletes. We know an athlete
must train with intensity. He must
do that in order to win the race, or
the contest. The people in Corinth
knew how thrilling contests could
be. It was at Corinth that they held
the Isthmian Games, and they were
second only to the Olympic Games
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that were held. We also know that
an athlete must have a tremendous
amount of self-discipline. This
training was to win a crown of
leaves, but these leaves dried up and
withered within a few days.
Paul was saying those athletes
went all out to train, to maintain
discipline, and to keep their flesh
under. They did it to win a reward
for their achievements. Paul likened
this to the Christian race by saying,
in essence, "How much more should
3

the Christian discipline himself to
win a crown of eternal life?"
One person has well said that
life is a battle. He said it this way:
"If this life be not a real fight, in
which something is eternally gained
for the universe by success, it is no
better than a game of private theatricals from which one may withdraw
at will. But it feels like a real
fight,—as if there were something
really wild in the universe which we,
with all our idealities and faithfulnesses, are needed to redeem. . . . so
far from the world being a goddess
in petticoats, it is a devil in a
straightjacket. It is a devil; it may
look like a goddess in petticoats, but
it is a devil." The devil is waiting to
devour and tear the Christian down
completely.
We know that a flabby soldier
cannot win battles, and a slack trainer cannot win races. If you were to
decide to run in a marathon, you
would not continue as you do every
day; you would become very disciplined. However rigid and however
serious you would be about the marathon is how serious you would be
about your discipline. You must
always regard yourself as being
engaged upon a campaign, as
pressing toward a goal.
When one enlists in the military,
he becomes acquainted immediately
with his superior. He is taught discipline, obedience, and the importance
of following orders. There is no
substitute for following orders in the
military. You cannot say to your
superior, "I didn't hear you." That
would not be an acceptable reply.
There is no answer that you can give
for not following orders.
Many diversities of people are in
the military, but none are ready to go
to battle without the proper training.
One cannot enter the military and
then go to the battlefield the next
week; he must have proper training.
Likewise, the Christian must have
proper training. He cannot get saved
one day and withstand the same
attacks by the enemy of souls as
someone who has been saved for
twenty years; therefore, God puts a
4

hedge around him and protects him
from many things.
Some people are used to having
their own way and doing as they
please. Those who have done so and
then entered the military service
certainly changed immediately. The
soldier, just as the Christian, has to
bring his mouth, his actions, his
thinking, and his body into submission to leadership. In the military the
soldier is taught to kill the enemies
he has to face, not make peace with
them.
A Miraculous Conversion
Before the Apostle Paul was
saved, he was always the one in
control; he was always the one
telling others what to do. He persecuted, tortured, and jailed Christians. Acts 9:1 says, "And Saul, yet
breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples of the
Lord, went unto the high priest."
You need to know that not just anyone could go in to the high priest.
The common Orthodox Jew did not
have access to the high priest. One
had to be a member of the Sanhedrin, a man of influence, and well
versed in the Law. We read in Acts
9:2, "And desired of him letters to
Damascus to the synagogues, that if
he found any of this way, whether
they were men or women, he might
bring them bound unto Jerusalem."
When writing to the Galatians,
he said this in Galatians 1:13-14:
"For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure [the
phrase that Paul used here denotes
anything that is excessive—not just
torture but excessive torture, not just
persecution but excessive persecution; it means that which cannot be
expressed by ordinary language] I
persecuted the church of God, and
wasted it: And profited in the Jews'
religion above many my equals in
mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of
my fathers."
In other words, Paul was saying:
"You have heard of my conduct,
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how I went beyond all limits or
bounds to waste or to destroy, as
when a city or a country is ravaged
by an army or by a pack of wild
beasts]." That is just how severe the
man who wrote about fourteen letters in the New Testament was
before conversion. We know it is
one of the greatest conversions mentioned in the Bible. It is amazing
how a man could go from acting like
a wild beast with criminal like activities to a man so mightily used of
God. He was a man who could not
have cared less about whether a
woman cried or a man had his arm
taken off. It was nothing short of
miraculous that Paul became converted and became one of the greatest instruments ever written about in
the New Testament. Before his conversion, his purpose was to utterly
root out and destroy the Christian
religion and to leave no one worshiping or mentioning the name of
Jesus Christ; that was his goal. He
was completely out of control.
Moreover, he had no sympathy, no
compassion, no long suffering, and
no feelings for the Christian.
Walking With Christ
The Christian's greatest concern
should be keeping under his own
body. If you would be honest and
admit it, that is where your problem
is. A lot of people will not admit
that. I want you to read Paul's writing to the Corinthian brethren. He
said this in 2 Corinthians 11:24-28:
"Of the Jews five times received I
forty stripes save one [which is
thirty-nine stripes]. Thrice was I
beaten with rods, once was I stoned,
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night
and a day I have been in the deep; In
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by
mine own countrymen, in perils by
the heathen, in perils in the city, in
perils in the wilderness, in perils in
the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness.

"Beside those things that are
without, that which cometh upon me
daily, the care of all the churches."
That is quite a list of perils, sufferings, and hardships that Paul
endured. I want you to notice that
Paul never feared being a castaway
when he was going through that. He
never feared losing out with God
when he went through being beaten
five times. He felt that if he failed in
his walk with Christ, it was going to
be he himself who would cause that
to happen.
We read in Luke 14:25-27:
"And there went great multitudes
with him: and he turned, and said
unto them, If any man come to me,
and hate not his father, and mother,
and wife, and children, and brethren,
and sisters [the word that he used
here was hate, which means your
loved ones need to be in a lesser
position in your heart than God is],
yea, and his own life also, he cannot
be my disciple. And whosoever doth
not bear his cross, and come after
me, cannot be my disciple."
Throughout the four Gospels,
you can read that many times multitudes followed Jesus. Some followed Him for the loaves and the
fishes, and others followed Him
because of the many miracles and
healings. This Scripture says great
multitudes were with Him, but He
turned and brought His message
down to an individual level, saying,
"If any man. . . ." He was speaking
to every individual.
When Jesus spoke these words,
He was on the road to Jerusalem. He
knew He was on His way to the
Cross. The crowds thought that He
was on His way to an empire somewhere. That is the reason He spoke
to them as He did. In the most vivid
way possible, He told them that the
man who followed Him was not on
his way to worldly power and glory,
but rather he must be ready for a
loyalty that would sacrifice the dearest things in life and for suffering
that would be like the agony of a
man upon a cross.
Luke 13:23-24 reads: "Then said
one unto him, Lord, are there few

that be saved? And he said unto
them, Strive [or agonize] to enter in
at the strait gate: for many, I say
unto you, will seek to enter in, and
shall not be able." Jesus told them to
agonize to enter at the strait gate.
You should not get offended because somebody does not speak to
you. That is not agonizing; that is
whining.
Counting the Cost
You can be a follower of Jesus
without being a disciple. Yes, you
can be a camp follower without
being a soldier of the King. You can
hang on to some great work without
pulling your own weight. The following story is a very good illustration. A man was talking to a great
scholar one day. In the conversation
he talked about a younger man. He
said, "So-and-So tells me that he
was one of your students."
The teacher answered, "He
might have attended my lectures, but
he was not one of my students."
One of the supreme handicaps of
the church is, there are too many
distant followers of Jesus and very
few real disciples. You may inquire,
"Are there any examples of this in
the Bible?" Yes. Lot was with Abraham, but Lot was not a true worshipper of God, although he was a moral
man at one time. He followed Abraham because God richly blessed
Abraham.
At one time, Peter followed the
Lord afar off. In John 6:65-68 we
read: "And he [Jesus] said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can
come unto me, except it were given
unto him of my Father. From that
time many of his disciples went
back, and walked no more with him.
Then said Jesus unto the twelve,
Will ye also go away? Then Simon
Peter answered him, Lord, to whom
shall we go? Thou hast the words of
eternal life."
If you are thinking of becoming
a Christian, first you need to count
the cost of following Christ. Are you
ready to pay the price? In almost
every aspect of life, we are called
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upon to count the cost. Often before
conducting a marriage ceremony for
a young couple, I instruct them that
marriage is not to be entered into
lightly or unadvisedly, but rather
thoughtfully, reverently, and in the
fear of God.
Jesus gave us an example of
counting the cost when He said in
Luke 14:28-30: "For which of you,
intending to build a tower, sitteth not
down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish
it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish
it, all that behold it begin to mock
him, Saying, This man began to
build, and was not able to finish."
If you are going to build something, you have to sit down and try
to calculate whether you have sufficient funds to finish it. When you
start serving God, can you finish?
You need to count the cost. It is
necessary that such thought be given
to following Christ. We have a
fleshly body that wants to have its
own way, especially when it comes
to discipline.
Keeping the Body Under
Going back to our Scripture text
in Paul's letter to the Corinthians,
he talked about keeping the body
under, or keeping it in submission
to the Holy Spirit. One has well said
we have to discipline our minds.
One of the tragedies of life is
that men refuse to think until
they become incapable of thinking.
You can never solve problems by
refusing to see them or by running
away from them. We must discipline
our souls to be able to face life's
sorrows with calm endurance, to
face its temptations with the strength
that God gives us, and to face
disappointments with courage.
The rain falls on the just and the
unjust. Life is not always going to
treat you fairly. When the rain falls,
it might visit your home, but you
have to keep your body under.
Whether you want to own it or not,
you have a flesh. Now, you should
not use the flesh to make excuses for
5

wrong, but that flesh is to be kept
under. You must bring it into submission and discipline your mind.
You are going to face lots of
disappointments.
Paul wrote in Philippians 3:1214: "Not as though I had already
attained, either were already perfect:
but I follow after, if that I may
apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, I
press [he did not coast; he pressed]
toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
Paul was saying that he was not,
by any means, a complete Christian.
In other words, he had not learned
all that he was supposed to learn,
and he had not gone through all the
things he was supposed to go
through yet. He had not been involved in everything he was supposed to be involved in. He was
always pressing forward. He still
had a race to run, a mark to attain to.
One writer said Paul was trying
to grasp that which had been
grasped by Christ. Paul felt that
when Christ stopped him on the
Damascus Road that God gave him
a vision and a purpose in life. He
felt that he was bound to press on,
lest he frustrate his dream and fail
Christ. He got a heavenly vision,
and he received it on the Damascus
Road. Not all of us receive one like
that, but Paul did.
Fulfilling the Purpose for
Which Christ Saved You
We read in Acts 26:14-19: "And
when we were all fallen to the earth,
I heard a voice speaking unto me,
and saying in the Hebrew tongue,
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me? it is hard for thee to kick
against the pricks. And I said, Who
art thou, Lord? And he said, I am
Jesus whom thou persecutest.
"But rise, and stand upon thy
feet: for I have appeared unto thee
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for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these
things which thou hast seen, and of
those things in the which I will
appear unto thee; Delivering thee
from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,
To open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me.
Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was
not disobedient unto the heavenly
vision."
Every man is taken from the
clutches of Satan by Jesus Christ for
a purpose. Christ never saved anyone just to fill a seat in a congregation. You were saved for a purpose.
Some are not fulfilling the purpose
for which Jesus saved them. You
may think it is enough just to make
it to the house of God once in a
while, but Christ saved you for a
purpose.
I thought about my own life. I
was nothing special. How God ever
made anything out of me, I will
never know. One time I went to
Brother Wilson about it and said,
"You know, it is amazing how God
could bring me from a little town in
Upstate New York to Newark,
Ohio."
He said, "Brother Decker, it is
the providence of God."
God saw something that I
certainly could not see. When I
first came to the Church of God
and heard the message of salvation,
I was thrilled! I felt that way on the
inside, but I was living for Satan
on the outside. I always wanted
to serve God, but I had never heard
a message that showed me how
to serve Him. I thought that joining
a church was the answer, but if joining a church was the answer, our
world would have been turned upside down a long time ago. We each
are saved for a purpose, and for that
reason, every one of us should press
on, so that we can fulfill
the purpose for which Christ has
rescued us.
GospelTrumpeter.com • January 2017

Pressing Toward the Mark
Paul kept two things foremost in
his life. He wrote in Philippians
3:13, "Brethren, I count not myself
to have apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before."
Dear one, you cannot change those
things that are behind you. Now,
you can erase the sin through faith in
Christ, but you cannot change what
has happened in your life.
The devil might accuse you, but
if you have been saved and your sins
are under the blood, then they are
gone. Paul said to forget those things
that are behind. What did he leave
behind? He left a lot more than you
and I left behind. He was a Hebrew
of the Hebrews, a Pharisee. He excelled in the Jewish religion. He had
many things going for him, and he
was quite popular among the Jews;
yet he said in verse 14, ". . . forgetting those things which are behind. . . . I press toward the mark."
Although you cannot change those
things that are behind you, the devil
likes to bring them up and accuse
you about them. If they are under
the blood, they are not there. The
memory might be there, but the
actual sin is not there.
You can attain things that are
going to make you more like your
Savior. What a role model! When
Paul said, "I press toward the mark,"
He used a Greek word that was used
to describe a racer, a man in a race
who is giving it all he has in the last
few feet before he crosses the finish
line. He described a man with eyes
for nothing but the goal. Paul was
saying that in your Christian life,
you must forget every past achievement and remember that a goal lies
ahead of you. You must never relax
your effort or lower your standard,
but press toward the goal until the
end.
If you have had struggles in your
marriage, you need to put those
things that happened behind you.
You cannot change it or go back and
erase it as if it was not there. It is

there, but you need to press on and
make it a good home for the remainder of your life. If you have no
intentions of straightening out your
home, may God help you. Your
home life is part of your witness.
What is your home life like? God
wants you to mature spiritually. He
does not take joy in people remaining as a baby or being a whiner. He
wants them to mature.
First Thessalonians 5:23 says,
"And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." That

is how Christ wants you to appear
before Him, not only on Judgment
Day but also each day you live for
Him. Doing that is going to take
discipline.
First Corinthians 9:27 reads,
"But I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by
any means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway." The Amplified Version does
not change the meaning. It just clarifies it. It states, "But [like a boxer] I
buffet my body [handle it roughly,
discipline it by hardships] and
subdue it, for fear that after proclaiming to others the Gospel and

things pertaining to it, I myself
should become unfit [not stand the
test, be unapproved and rejected as
a counterfeit]."
How do you stand when it
comes to disciplining your body? If
the flesh had its way, you would not
pray or read your Bible at all. If you
are struggling, you need to pray. If
you are having a problem with that,
you need to be honest. You need to
discipline yourself to be ready for
whatever God has for you and keep
pressing to the goal. You must press
to be more like Jesus.

[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

misfortunes that come into life are
never sent to destroy or to drive a man
or a woman away from God. Instead, its
purpose is to draw each one closer to
the Lord.
You may not always understand all
the ways that God will lead you through
life. However, you can be assured of
this one thing: the Lord has your best
interest in mind. Man's greatest challenge is to lean upon the Lord, to simply trust Him in every situation, and to
rest on His divine care and providence.
Sometimes God allows death to come
at what you may consider an inopportune time. If you are not careful, you
will question God's action. You may
become irritated with the Lord for allowing this to happen. If you do not
bring this feeling into subjection
quickly, you may charge God foolishly.
This action is unwise, and it is not
profitable to you spiritually.
There are times in life when
everything just seems to go sour.
Things break down or go wrong, and
problems start piling up on every side.
Possibly a loss of employment comes at
no fault of your own. The list of upsetting circumstances can go on and on
and no help seems to be in sight. God
has a plan and a purpose in view for
everything that comes into each individual's pathway. Whatever the dark
cloud may be that comes to obscure
your blue skies, you should never arrogantly question or charge the Lord

foolishly. The Apostle Paul, in 2 Corinthians 12:7, referred to these misfortunes as "a thorn in the flesh." The Lord
encouraged him in verse 9 with these
words: "My grace is sufficient for thee:
for my strength is made perfect in
weakness."
Finally, the writer would like to
remind you that these undesirable situations are only a channel that God uses
for the purpose of pruning, proving, and
perfecting the individual. If gladly submitted to, they can work for and not
against the individual, even though it
may seem otherwise. Hebrews 10:36
tells us that we "have need of patience."
It is extremely important to allow patience to do its perfect work. First Peter
5:10 tells us, "But the God of all grace,
who hath called us unto his eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have
suffered a while, make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle you."
Dear one, do not allow yourself to
fall into the same condition old Israel
did so often. Many times they would
murmur and complain against God and
His plan. You can truly profit spiritually if you will ask God to help you to
see the good in the trying circumstances
of life. He wants all His children to
grow and mature in spiritual things, and
He will help each one in every phase of
life.

which the LORD thy God led thee these
forty years in the wilderness, to humble
thee, and to prove thee, to know what
was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no."
Many things can be said regarding
the trials that Israel faced and the numerous times they murmured against
God and His way of leading them. In
Numbers, Chapter 21, we find that the
Lord was greatly displeased with
Israel's actions and complaints. His
anger was kindled to the place that He
sent fiery serpents to bite the offenders.
Sorry to say, their sin of murmuring and
complaining caused many to die. When
the people realized that their behavior
created anger in God, they repented and
begged Him for mercy. Thank God, He
turned from His fierce wrath and
showed undeserved mercy to them.
History has a way of repeating
itself, and conditions have certainly not
changed through the ages. As Israel
irreverently voiced their objections
against God and His chosen leaders in
their day, we find it the same today as
multitudes repeat the same actions in
this age. God does not approve of this
behavior, and He will not tolerate ones
questioning His way, His commandments, or His authority indefinitely.
Trials, problems, irritations and frustrations will come to all, but each person
must be careful to avoid this evil spirit
of murmuring and complaining. The
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2 Corinthians 10:1 Now I Paul
myself beseech you by the meekness
and gentleness of Christ, who in
presence am base among you, but
being absent am bold toward you:
2 But I beseech you, that I may
not be bold when I am present with
that confidence, wherewith I think to
be bold against some, which think of

us as if we walked according to the
flesh.
3 For though we walk in the
flesh, we do not war after the flesh:
4 (For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of
strong holds;)
5 Casting down imaginations,

and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ;
6 And having in a readiness to
revenge all disobedience, when your
obedience is fulfilled.

Brother Reggie Stegmeier
A Spiritual Warfare
I would like to draw your
attention to verse 5, which states,
"Casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought
to the obedience of Christ." I would
like to ask you some questions.
Have you ever dodged a bullet or a
hand grenade? Have you ever had a
cannon pointed at you? Have you
ever had to battle an unwholesome
thought, discouragement, jealousy,
hatred, anger, or unforgiveness?
8

Have you battled pride, bitterness,
resentment, or discontentment?
Have you ever felt unlovely or unloved? God made you, and He made
you beautiful. Where do all these
things affect you? They affect you in
the mind.
Your mind is constantly
bombarded with imaginations and
thoughts—some good, some bad,
and all of them seek admittance into
your mind so they can lodge there, if
you allow them to stay. Martin Luther, the great sixteenth century
reformer, once said: "You can't keep
the birds from flying over your head,
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but you can sure keep them from
building a nest in your hair."
Verse 3 of our Scripture reading
speaks about this warfare in the
mind. It is not a fleshly battle, but it
is a spiritual one. Verse 4 speaks
about the weapons used in this warfare. Verse 5 speaks specifically
about what this battle involves. It
says, "Casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of
God."
This battle is not one with fists
and armored vehicles. Again, it is a
battle in the mind with your

thoughts. It is a trouble that we all
face. Young person, the devil is
battling for your mind. He wants
your mind, because he wants to
control it. He realizes that if he can
control your mind, he can control
your members. If he gets into your
members, he has you.
Verse 5 of our Scripture text
from the Amplified Bible reads,
"We lead every thought and purpose
away captive into the obedience of
Christ." Another version says, "We
capture every thought and make it
give up and obey Christ." The Greek
version says, "Leading captive every
mind to the obedience of the anointed one."
Is it possible to be victorious in
this most pressing and dangerous
battle that we face? I want you to
consider some tactics that the enemy
uses to try to gain control of the
battlefield, which is the mind. First
of all, what is the battlefield? The
Church of God hymnals are full
of battle songs of victory, such
as "Be an Overcomer," "Fiery
Darts," "I've Enlisted in His Service
Till I Die," "On to Victory," "On to
the Goal," "Keep Pressing," "Onward, Upward Is the Battle Cry,"
"Press On," "Stand Up for Jesus,"
and "The Church Triumphant."
These battle songs all speak of victorious, triumphant, and beautiful
experiences. What a heritage we
have! I especially like the song: "Be
an Overcomer." It speaks about the
battlefield. One verse says, "Be an
overcomer, only cowards yield,
when the foe they meet on the battlefield." Saint of God, you do not have
to yield a step in this fight.
Bring Every Thought
Into Captivity
Our Scripture text says to cast
down imaginations. We serve a God
who has never lost a battle. You can
read in Exodus 14:13-14 about
Moses comforting the children of
Israel in their journey with these
words: "And Moses said unto the
people, Fear ye not, stand still, and
see the salvation of the LORD, which

he will shew to you to day: for the
Egyptians whom ye have seen to
day, ye shall see them again no more
for ever. The LORD shall fight for
you, and ye shall hold your peace."
Verse 5 of our Scripture text
says: "Casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ."
The Greek says, "Leading captive
every mind." Where is this battle
taking place? The battle is in the
mind. The devil is doing his very
best to gain control of your mind.
There are many allurements for
young people today, such as gadgets, frills, pictures, and images that
could destroy them. God wants your
mind; He wants to have control.
Again, the battlefield is your mind,
the place where thoughts are
formed, dwelt on, and turned into
actions.
The human brain produces
approximately seventy thousand
thoughts per day. There are 86,400
seconds in a twenty-four hour day,
which means you have a different
thought about every 1.2 seconds.
You are called upon daily to fight
against thoughts that would destroy
your countenance or your behavior.
Wrong thoughts will steal your joy,
rob you of your peace, sever your
connection with God, and kill or
destroy your testimony.
Have you ever been riding down
the road and started to feel a little
depressed, so you thought, "Why do
I feel this way when everything has
been going well?" Then you recalled
what you were thinking on, that it
was not a good thought. You should
think on the goodness of God, and
soon your spirit will be lifted and
you will feel so much better.
The Bible says to think on those
things that are lovely, pure, wholesome, and of a good report. Your
thoughts will affect your mood and
your countenance. Someone said:
"You are supreme in the realm of
thought. You can think whatever
you please, but this is the hitch: you
must live with the personality your
GospelTrumpeter.com • January 2017

thinking produces."
The battlefield that the devil is
seeking to control is your mind. If
you gain an understanding of the
Truth and live a victorious life, you
must win the battle in the mind. I
want you to read a short poem that
I wrote entitled "The Mind."
The mind is a fertile bed that
produces what it's fed.
Every good and evil seed will,
when sown, become a deed.
A wealth of knowledge is stored
there, that in time you will
wear.
So with wisdom and great care,
keep your eyes from idle stares.
Big and little thoughts alike must
be captivated and held tight.
Each one weighed by the light,
then dismissed if not right.
Thoughts come throughout the day,
bombarding the mind in every
way,
So keep the door of your heart,
and never let an unwholesome
thought start.
Making Decisions in the Mind
Out on a battlefield, you would
not act haphazardly, goof around, or
be silly, and so it should be in your
mind. You must not think upon unwholesome thoughts, play around
with temptation, or think upon whatever you want to think upon and not
expect to get burned, wounded, hurt,
or lose out with God. This battlefield in the mind that I am talking
about is real. I have dealt with lots
of young people over the years and
asked: "Where have you been? Why
haven't you been in church?" Some
of them were engrossed in games of
shooting and warfare. They were
overtaken with these things and had
no time for the things of God. They
had lost their desire and had filled
their minds with all kinds of
unwholesome things.
Hebrews 12:15 admonishes,
"Looking diligently [the Greek
version says 'carefully'] lest any man
fail of the grace of God; lest any
root of bitterness springing up
9

trouble you, and thereby many be
defiled [or the Greek version says
'poisoned']." These things will work
on you. You may think, "I do not get
treated quite the way I think I should
be treated" or "I did not get the opportunity I think I should have had."
If you habor a bad attitude and try to
justify it, bitterness will spring up.
Bitterness will grow, but it does not
stop there. It is like a poison that
spreads, and thereby many become
defiled.
A pastor is the watchman on
the wall, and he sees a different
point of view than you do. Some
people sit back and look from their
own perspective. They may think
the pastor should have done this
or that, so they question, "Why does
he not do this or that?" Remember,
the pastor is watching out for the
whole flock. While something may
benefit you, it may destroy others.
There is a trust factor here. You
should trust the man of God. As a
pastor, he loves you and cares about
you. These things affect you in the
mind.
Paul let you know in our
Scripture text that you are to
captivate every thought and bring it
into subjection. In other words, you
must make it, or force it, to obey
Christ. This battle in the mind is not
an easy battle. At times throughout
the day, you will have temptations,
and some of them may be strong, so
you will have to work to dismiss
those thoughts. If you do that, you
will be so glad because you will win
a victory. No great victory is ever
won without a great battle.
You can read in the Book of
Genesis that when God first spoke
to Adam, and then later to Eve
through Adam, He created a law for
the mind. He put the tree in the garden and told them not to partake of
it. Since then, man has been making
decisions in the mind—right versus
wrong. At some point in life, every
human being makes a decision, and
the result becomes their philosophy
and way of thinking. Our Scripture
text says to cast down every
imagination.
10

Be Careful With
Modern Technology
We find in Genesis, Chapter 6,
the first time the word "imagination"
is mentioned in the Word of God.
Genesis 6:5-6 states: "And God saw
that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. And
it repented the LORD that he had
made man on the earth, and it
grieved him at his heart." What a sad
picture, but what brought about
God's grief and His desire to destroy
the antediluvian age was that the
thoughts and the imaginations of
their hearts were evil continually.
Until recent times, studies
actually showed that parents were
the most influential force in the lives
of their children—their values, their
beliefs, their attitudes, their ideas,
and their thinking. However, many
would say that is no longer the case.
The wise man said in Ecclesiastes
7:29, "Lo, this only have I found,
that God hath made man upright; but
they have sought out many inventions." Today it is actually believed
that technology, social media, and
the surrounding forces have more
influence on children than their parents do. I still think parents are the
most influential in the lives of their
children, a close second are these
other forces and pressures.
The big enemy we face is
technology. Billions of dollars are
spent in the electronic industry every
year to create incredibly beautiful
sounds, colors, and visual imagery
to attract the eyes, the ears, and the
minds of young people. Millions of
parents have already lost their children's minds due to rock stars, atheistic and humanistic educators,
sensual entertainers, star athletes,
and a host of other anti-God, immoral, and outright evil influences.
Modern technology has found ingenious ways to assault the minds of
precious children and young people
as well as adults. The total time
spent on social media in the United
States with personal computers and
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mobile devices was somewhere
around one hundred twenty-one
billion minutes in July of 2012.
Some of these electronic devices,
inventions, and evil schemes allow
people to enter a sin-filled world
without ever taking a step outside
their homes. Now this is a different
warfare than fifty years ago, or even
twenty years ago.
Parents would never think of
leaving their children locked in a
bedroom with a murderer, a sodomite, pornography, or a host of other
evils; yet they give their teenagers
smart phones and seldom, if ever,
check to see what they are looking at
or listening to. Some children are
geniuses on smart phones. As a
parent, you need to monitor them
constantly. If your children have
smart phones, you should check on
them regularly. If they try to hide
something, that is the time to get rid
of the cell phone. Husbands and
wives should keep each other in
check as well. This business of the
mind goes way beyond young
people. Many adults have dabbled
into things that they never should
have gotten into.
When Adam and Eve were in
the garden, the Bible says they were
naked in each other's presence. It
was more than physical nakedness
there. It meant they did not keep
anything from each other. To keep a
solid marriage, a couple should not
hide things from each other. Everything should be open between the
husband and the wife. They should
have a constant flow of communication, and that keeps each one
accountable.
Jesus spoke of this day in Luke
21:34 when He said, "And take heed
to yourselves, lest at any time your
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of
this life, and so that day come upon
you unawares." We are living in an
overcharged age. Have you ever
stopped at a traffic light and seen a
woman painting herself up or seen
someone with a cigarette in one
hand and a coke in the other? Sometimes I have seen the driver looking

at his cell phone and talking to
someone next to him. Many people
are overcharged.
What Do You Meditate On?
Today the art of meditation has
almost been lost completely by most
people. According to one website,
the average person checks his cell
phone more than one hundred times
a day. If you want to be spiritual,
you are going to have to spend more
time with God. You must block out
other things, or as Jesus said, shut
the door to your closet. Jesus was
saying you must shut the door to the
outside world and meditate. The
righteous man in Psalm, Chapter 1,
lets you know that the only way to
get anywhere with God is to
meditate on God's Word.
Messages from God come
through meditating on God's Word,
not surfing the Internet or talking to
other brethren. Messages come by
spending time on your knees before
God and by meditating on God's
Word. Meditation on God's Word
means to stop, think, and ponder on
God's Word.
Our Scripture reading says in
verse 4, "For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of
strong holds." What are some strong
holds that can captivate your mind?
What are some things that hold
people in bondage? What are some
things that destroy the minds of
young people? One thing that can
bring you down is watching movies,
whether in your home or at the
theatre.
I want you to consider some
things with me. Some children's
films contain sexual innuendos,
hidden immoral images, and sayings
with double meanings. The big
problem is, they are time wasters. It
is nothing for individuals to sit
down and watch a movie for two
hours or more, but you can hardly
get some people to sit down and
read the Bible for ten minutes. Some
people think it is an imposition to
listen to a message for an hour. I

have even heard of some people
watching movies all day long. These
things work on people. The sayings
and swear words people hear in
movies often becomes a part of their
talk. Then they find themselves asking, "Where did I get this?" It was
from the movies that they were
watching.
The Bible says in Proverbs 23:7,
"For as he thinketh in his heart, so is
he." Your thought process is largely
influenced by what you see and
hear. Jesus said that the light of the
body is the eye. You need to be
careful of what you see and what
you listen to.
There is much said today about
pollution and global warming. Genesis 8:22 lets us know that we are
going to have seasons until Jesus
comes. The greatest pollution in our
land is mind pollution. We have
often heard it asked: "Where are the
Einstein's of our day?" and "Where
are the great hymn writers?" We do
have some, but the lack of having
more is from people who are not
giving their minds to the things of
God. They are not meditating on
God's Word. If you do not take heed
to God's Word and to His warnings,
then you are going to lose this battle
in your mind and in the minds of
your children.
"Bringing the World
Into Your Home"
Let us look at some specific
enemies that we face today. The
Church of God has always stood
against television because of the
promiscuous sex, the foul language,
and the fact that it is a time waster.
Many years ago a man purchased a
television and had it delivered to his
home. The truck that brought the
television advertised on the side of
the truck: "Bringing the world into
your home." The man was a Christian, and when he read that, he
quickly told the delivery man to take
it back; he did not want it.
The devil has worked in many
ways with the television, but today
we have something far more damagGospelTrumpeter.com • January 2017

ing, and it is called the World Wide
Web, or the Internet. It is not so
much the Internet itself; it is what
comes across it. It is a very powerful
tool, and it is hard to get along without it, probably almost impossible.
There are billions of different web
pages. As of March 2009, there were
at least 25.21 billion pages on the
Internet.
People can connect to the Internet using their mobile devices from
everywhere on the earth, at sea and
in outer space. We have computers
and smart phones that can connect to
the Internet,. While much good can
be accomplished by using these
devices, they are doing far more
damage than television has ever
done. Countless evils can be
watched, read, duplicated, and sent
out in mere seconds on smart phones
from just about anywhere in the
world.
In years past you could destroy
a letter, burn it, throw it away, and
forget about a phone conversation,
but some things put on the web can
never be destroyed. They are somewhere out there forever, and that
makes it dangerous. The devil
certainly has done a work. For instance, the telephone serves a very
necessary purpose in our daily lives.
We can conduct business on it, and
make personal calls to encourage a
brother or a sister. In general, it has
been a very useful tool, but it also
can be used as a tool for gossip or to
speak reproachfully.
The advent of the cellular phone
enabled people to do things while
away from home, plus having the
advantage of feeling more secure
and safe with the means of contacting emergency personnel if in an
accident. Although these are very
necessary devices, the devil is looking on and formulating a plan to get
into your mind.
The invention of the computer
was very expensive at first, and it
was a stationary device. As time
passed, men found a way to make it
smaller, more mobile, and less
expensive. Today many homes have
laptop computers, iPads, or hand11

held computers called smart phones.
While all these forms of communication are business tools, and
often very necessary, they are also
tools through which the devil can
work. Countless evils can be
watched and read in mere seconds
on these devices. Some images portrayed on these devices can grab
hold of your emotions and lead you
astray.
Beware of Evil Communications
How about social media? Social
media are the means of interaction
among people in which they create,
share, or exchange information and
ideas in virtual communities and
networks. The Bible says in Proverbs 25:2, "It is the glory of God to
conceal a thing." Not much concealing is done on social media; more
revealing than concealing is done. I
am not telling you these things are
all bad; they are useful tools. However, you need God's help, because
they are dangerous, especially for
children and teenagers.
I teach high school and deal with
children all the time. Many things
are posted by them that ought not to
be. With a click of a button things
are out there forever. In the past you
could write a letter, have time to
think about it, and then decide to
throw the letter away. Now you can
get on your phone and type it in and
send it, and it is too late to change it;
the damage is done. Therefore, you
must be careful.
Some things should never be
discussed in public. What happens
between you and your wife should
stay between you and your wife. It
should be easy as husband and wife
to overlook things and to ask forgiveness, because so much love is
working there. You might have a
problem, but you can work it out as
husband and wife. I am not talking
about sin. You might have conflict
or a disagreement, but you should
not blast it over social media. Those
problems should not be out there.
They ought to stay with the husband
and the wife. The same thing should
12

be with young people. Many things
that are said are very hurtful. That
old saying, "Sticks and stones may
break my bones, but words will
never hurt me" is completely false.
Words are some of the most hurtful
things there are, and often more
hurtful than physical instruments, so
you must be careful.
David asked the Lord to set a
watch before his mouth. In other
words, David was asking the Lord to
help him to know what to say and
how to say it so that it could do
good and not damage. Some people
get behind these devices and are
more comfortable confronting someone, and they just spill out all kinds
of bitterness, hatred, and ugliness. In
that sense these devices are a very
damaging tool.
Married men and women do not
have any business carrying on
conversations with the opposite sex
via these devices. Saints of God
must be careful with these communications. Some people start sending
text messages, and affections start
rising up, and soon they are meeting
secretly. God sees it all. It can destroy a marriage, so you need to be
very careful. Your dealings should
be strictly business. When Joseph
went in to see Potiphar, he went in
to do business and left. He did not
hang around, and neither should
you. God holds you responsible for
the way you conduct your business
throughout the day.
The devil will use email, text
messages, FaceTime, MySpace,
Skype, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, or any other form
of electronic communication. On
Snapchat you can send out an ungodly picture, and it will be gone
within seconds. Girls and boys
ought to respect themselves, their
bodies, and others as well. You
ought to save yourself for your own
companion. First Corinthians 15:33
says, "Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners
[or your godly way of living]."
Another translation says, "Be not
deceived: evil discord corrupts the
pleasant mind." The communication
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on these devices and what is
obtained through them make them
so dangerous.
Giving Place to the Devil
The Apostle Paul said in
Ephesians 4:27, speaking about the
mind, "Neither give place to the
devil." Some people are giving him
place in their minds through these
devices, allowing these images to
attract them and to work on their
minds, thereby giving place to the
devil, and the devil is destroying
them. Even in the school system,
educators recognize the dangers of
many of these things. YouTube is
blocked in many schools because of
the ungodly content students can
access.
One game out there has 5.6
million subscribers. It is currently
the world's most subscribed, massive, multiplayer game online. It is a
role-playing game, having grossed
over ten billion dollars as of July
2012. It is the highest grossing video
game of all time. In January of 2014,
it was announced that more than one
hundred million accounts had been
created over the game's lifetime.
This game is set in the same universe as the real-time strategy game,
and it contains elements from fantasy, steam punk, science fiction,
gryphons, dragons, elves, steampowered automats, zombies, werewolves, and other horror monsters as
well as time travel, spaceships, alien
worlds, and a host of other evils.
Some people put little headsets on,
and they are in this surreal world
where they shoot and act like little
devils.
What is the danger of such
games? I have done some reading
over the years, because I have been
curious about the lives of mass murderers. Years ago, when I was in
high school, a young man in Springfield, Oregon, killed his parents, and
then went to school and killed several others. He was a young man
about fifteen years of age. These
things do not just happen.
Too many children are raising

themselves. They are allowed on the
Internet with all the evils. They let
their minds go many different ways,
and it affects their living. They can
get into this surreal world, where
they think they can try it out. Young
people think there are no consequences to these games and that they
are just for fun and fantasy. When
they get out in the real world, they
find out very quickly there are consequences for such actions. These
things are damaging. If a person
gives in a little with just one look,
the next time they will go another
step, and the next time they will go
further, until it binds them.
The wise man said in Proverbs
4:23, "Keep thy heart with all
diligence; for out of it are the issues
of life." Why is the devil seeking to
gain control of your mind? He
knows that if he can get your mind,
it will not be long before he has your
whole body. These images portrayed
on these devices will grab hold of
your emotions, and they will turn
your thoughts. If you are not vigilant, faithful, attentive, sober, and
sound of mind, they will take you
down.
Can You Have Victory
in Your Mind?
The last thought I want to finish
up with is this: How can you conquer this enemy? How can you conquer your mind? Can your mind be
conquered? I believe it can. Our
Scripture text says in 2 Corinthians
10:5, "Casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ."
The question I presented at the
beginning of the message was this:
Is it possible to be victorious in this
most pressing and dangerous battle
that you face today? Yes, it is possible. The murderer does not start by
killing people. The drunkard does
not start by drinking a whole bottle
of whiskey, but he starts with just
one little drink. The murderer may
start by cruelly killing a cat or a dog,

and then it grows from there. It begins first with thoughts, temptations
of the mind, and then small crimes,
and then it goes from there. These
so-called little thoughts turn into big
actions if petted, pampered, and
nurtured over time.
How you need to heed the words
found in our Scripture text! You
must cast down imaginations.
Young person, your godly parents
love you, and they are trying to save
you from these things. I cannot think
of anything more terrible than to
have a position in the community, to
be well-respected, and then to be
found out that you are living in adultery and all kinds of gross evils.
Some end up in the penitentiary.
These things are humiliating and
will ruin your life. God has a plan of
attack for each of us. He intends for
you to defeat the enemy of your soul
and to live a victorious life every
day.
The Apostle Paul said to cast
down. That calls for action, and it
means to throw down forcibly in a
specific direction. Your thoughts
must be cast down. It is the Word of
God that binds these thoughts. That
is the reason you are to fill your
mind as David said in Psalm 119:11,
"Thy word have I hid in mine heart,
that I might not sin against thee."
This is how you bring your thoughts
into captivity. You must feast on
God's Word and be careful of worldly things—worldly music and entertainment. They will bring you down.
In what direction should you
cast some of your thoughts? You
must cast them down. In other
words, you can defeat your
thoughts. You need to cast down
discouraging thoughts, thoughts of
discontentment, thoughts of bitterness, thoughts of ill will, and
thoughts of unforgiveness. You can
cast them down and defeat them
through God's Word and by His
grace. These things work on all of
us.
The Apostle Paul said in
2 Corinthians 2:11, "Lest Satan
should get an advantage of us: for
we are not ignorant of his devices."
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I mentioned many devices, and
many of them are very useful. I am
not saying that you should put them
all away. I am only saying that you
must be careful in using these
things. I am trying to warn you that
these things can hurt you if you allow them to work. This casting
down begins at repentance and continues until you leave all temptations
behind when you leave this world.
Guard Your Mind
The Apostle Paul said in
1 Thessalonians 5:22, "Abstain from
all appearance of evil." You need to
ask God to reveal to you every avenue the devil is using in your life.
The devil will hide and shade things.
Young person, do not be deceived.
If something appears evil, it most
likely is. If it is black and white, it is
probably a skunk, so stay away from
it. Do not be ignorant of Satan's
devices. Do not try to play with or
tame a snake. At the last moment, it
will strike with the sting of death,
which has been done many times.
The wise man said in Proverbs
19:20, "Hear counsel, and receive
instruction, that thou mayest be wise
in thy latter end." Young person, I
am trying to warn you about some
things so that you will be wise in
your latter end, so you will have a
good home some day, so you will
remain with God, so you will not
have regrets, so you will not end up
in prison, and so you will not have
hurtful falls that will destroy you. I
am trying to save you from these
things. The wise man said to hear
counsel and receive instruction.
God's desire for you is that you have
a sound, wholesome mind.
Instead of thinking on unwholesome thoughts, Paul said in
Philippians 4:8, "Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these
things." He said in Philippians 2:5,
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"Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus."
Do you have a wholesome,
Christ-like mind? Are your thoughts
pure and wholesome? Are you
engaging in wholesome activities,
wholesome entertainment throughout your days, evenings, and during
the course of your weekends? If
your activities are not wholesome
and your thoughts are not pure, you

will lose the battle in your mind, and
one day you will find yourself
shipwrecked. You cannot be too
careful with your mind.
You must avoid thinking upon
evil thoughts. You must keep
them from remaining in your mind,
by casting them down and being
careful about your living. How is
your thought life? What do you
spend your time thinking about

during the course of your day?
People around you will know. They
will see it in your countenance.
Please be careful to guard your
mind, guard your affections, cast
down imaginations, and bring every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
(Compact Disc TR-1590)

"For what is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or
what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?"
Matthew 16:26
I want to ask you a question: W hat is a man profited
in this world if he knows all about botany and does not
have in his life the beauty of Jesus, the Rose of Sharon?
W hat is a man profited if he can look through a telescopic
lens and talk to you about astronomy if he does not know
Jesus, the bright and Morning Star, and Jesus, the Sun of
Righteousness, with healing in His wings? W hat is a man
profited if he knows all about the ages of the rocks and
does not know the Rock of Ages?
W hat will it profit, when life here is o'er,
Though gathering riches and fame,
If gaining the world I lose my own soul,
And in Hea'en unknown is my name?
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A Godly
Upbringing

Because of Abraham's faithfulness to God, his generation was
blessed. As saints, we are Abraham's
heirs, and the saints' children will be
blessed because of their parents'
faithfulness to God. When godly
parents train their children in the
way that they should go, when they
are old, they will not depart from it.
I am a living witness to this promise.
The devil tries to trick young
people by causing them to feel as
though they are missing something
by not being out in the world. He
tries to make the things of this world
look alluring. They see others who
look as if they are having fun seem
to be happy. They smile and party
and drink and smoke, but the devil
never shows the internal woes that
they are hiding. They get tired of
smoking cigarettes, but they have no
power to stop. They get tired of
drinking and partying, but they have
no power within themselves to walk
away from those things.
Parents should not forsake
judgment. If your child asks you if
he can go to a party or do this or
that, you need to let your thoughts
be weighed by what the Word of
God says, and then stand firmly
upon that. Jeremiah 32:18 lets us
know that the iniquity of the fathers
will be recompensed upon the
children.
I want to encourage you, saved
young person, to have a mind to be
a blessing to your parents. You can
encourage your saved parents in
godly things. The devil will cause
you to feel: "I'm too young. My

mother has been saved my whole
life; I can't be a help to her." The
Bible says that out of the mouth of
babes, God has perfected praise.
You can be a blessing to your parents. If you see them going through
a hard place, and God puts something on your mind, you can tell
them, and they will thank you for it.
It will be a blessing to them.
We are workers together. We all
are members in the body of Christ.
Without one of my fingers, my hand
would be impaired, so be encouraged to be a blessing to your parents
and let God use you in whatever
way He sees fit. You need to exercise your gift. God gives gifts in the
kingdom. Your gift might not be the
same as another person's gift, but
you should use the gift that God has
given you to be a blessing. You have
a talent that is given to you from
God, so you need to let the Lord use
you in that.
Young person, you should be
thankful that your parents require
you to dress modestly. Immodest
attire entices boys and girls. You
should be thankful for the godly
influences in your life. You should
be pleased that you have a curfew.
After certain hours of the night,
much wickedness goes on, and your
parents are trying to shield you from
that. You should never sneak out
after curfew.
I tried to sneak out once, but I
got busted for it too. My mother
heard me and told me, "Sheresa, get
in here!" and it was embarrassing.
You ought to go inside when your
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mother tells you to. My mother was
trying to shield me from the world.
You should be thankful for the
godly heritage that has been given to
you, young person. Your parents,
your grandmother, your aunts and
uncles, and your sisters who are
saved are giving you a godly
heritage, and it will last forever.
Young man, you should be
proud that your parents make you
get a haircut. The Bible says it is a
shame for a man to have long hair.
Young sister, you should be proud
that your mother will not let you get
a short haircut. The Bible says that a
woman's hair is a glory, so be proud
of that. You should be thankful that
you have family devotions at home.
Your parents are pointing you to
God to help you face the challenges
of this life and to help you get
through this world. God is the only
One who can really help you to
make it throughout this world.
I have learned that I cannot even
think right without God. All kinds
of thoughts will go though your
mind. If you do not have the Word
of God to sustain your thinking, you
will get caught up in all types of
ungodliness.
Your parents are trying to help
you. When they say, "Come on, it's
family devotion time," you need to
do it. Do not come with a bad spirit.
If you do that, you are going to miss
a blessing, and God sees you. He is
looking at the spirit you are coming
to devotions with. The devil does
not want family devotions to keep
going. He will cause you to feel tired
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and sleepy or to get caught up in
something else. All those other
things can wait. You can pray,
"Lord, let me give this time to You
to help mold me in the things of
God." Devotions will help you to
keep your mind clearer to do what is
right.
If you come from a praying
family, you should be thankful. One
saying is, "The family that prays
together stays together." I remember
a time when I was not saved and my
friend's cousin got shot. It was late
at night, and all I knew to do was
call my mamma. I said, "Let's call
my mamma; she can pray." I thank
God for that. Mamma prayed with
us right then. She prayed with us
and prayed for that young man, and
God raised him up. Thank God, he
did not lose his life.
You should thank God if you
have a godly mother or father or
some type of godly influence in your
life. Do you know how many people
are out in the world who do not have
family or do not know of anyone
who can reach God? They cannot
pray and say, "Lord, help this situation." God's ear is inclined to the
prayers of His people. He hears the
saints' prayers.
You have a great gift that God
has given you if you were born into
a godly family. God has a plan for
you; He has a purpose for your life.
He does not want you to get caught
up out in this world. This world will
hurt you. It will not love you as your
parents do, it will not love you as the
saints do, and it will not love you as
God does. This world does not care
anything about you. It will chew you
up and spit you out, so to speak.
The devil does not care anything
about you. He will not show you
that you will get hooked on worldly
things. The devil wants you to get
addicted to drugs. Remember, once
brain cells are dead, they are gone;
they are not coming back. Once you
get hooked on drugs, then it is a
burden. You want to come out of it,
but the devil is an oppressor. He is
going to keep you burdened down
with it, and it is going to be so heavy
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upon you. You will not really have a
life then.
If you have a praying mother,
father, grandmother, aunt, cousin,
sister, or someone praying for you,
God hears their prayers, and He will
move. God will be right there to
give you your life back. Perhaps He
will send someone to talk to you.
That person may say: "Don't you
know that God has a better life for
you? Don't you want to come and
get it? Salvation is a free gift; all you
have to do is take it."
You should be thankful if you
came from a godly home. Do not be
ashamed of how you are presented
to the world. Your parents are trying
to help you. Do you really want to
experience the hardships that some
experience in their homes? You
should be thankful to God for your
upbringing. It will bless you
throughout your life. You ought to
be thankful that you are not like
your unsaved family and friends. If
you are saved, something is different
about you. You are not like the
world, so do not try to fit in with it.
Even if you try to fit in, you are
going to stick out like a sore thumb,
so to speak. They are going to know
something is different about you.
They may call you "church girl" or
"church boy." I say: "Hey, praise the
Lord! I'm going to church today. Do
you want to come? You can come
too!"
You should be thankful that you
have a different outlook on life.
Young person, you should be proud
to be pure. God intends for you to be
pure until you get married. Why?
God is trying to shield you from
some hardship that might come
along with that sin. Many hurt feelings come along with that. You need
to keep yourself pure. It is precious,
and you will be glad that you did.
You should be thankful to be saved,
and you should tell others about the
Lord. You are a child of the most
high God, and you ought to thank
the Lord for that. You should not
walk around with your head down,
having a sad look on your face all
the time. You represent Jesus to the
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world. You should make holiness
and godliness attractive to people.
You want others to see that you are
happy. You are not alone. You have
Jesus, and He is right there to help
you and to encourage you to keep
going. If you received a bad grade in
school, pray and work on it. God
will never leave you nor forsake
you.
Christian young person, you
need to cherish the treasure that is in
you; it is the gift of God. It is something that you should hold in very
high esteem, because people out in
this world do not have any help, but
you have Jesus. You have Someone
to go to, Someone to carry your
burdens. People out in the world
have to depend on themselves or
other people, so be thankful for what
you have in God. The devil will
cause you to think that because you
cannot do some things, you are
missing out on something. In reality,
the devil knows that as a Christian,
you have the best life.
You can count on your saved
parents to always tell you the truth,
even if it hurts your feelings and you
do not want to hear it. You should
be grateful that you can go to someone who can pray with you and
counsel you when you do not know
what to do. Your saved loved ones
are going to tell you what the Bible
says, and sometimes it may cut you
because you do not want to hear it.
If you do not want to line up to it, it
will cut you. You should have confidence in your parents' salvation, to
know that they are telling you the
truth. If you obey that, you will not
regret it. On the other hand, if you
do not do as your parents tell you to
do and encourage you to do, you
will regret it because you will make
a mistake.
The devil wants to make you
unappreciative of what you have so
that you will go out to the world.
The world will let you down every
time. You should be thankful for the
saints of God who pray for you, talk
to you, and encourage you in the
things of God. The saints love you,
God loves you, and your parents do

too. The world does not love you; it
cares nothing about you.
You should be thankful for the
standards that have been instilled in
you in your home. The standard for
living and the standard for dressing
modestly are set in place by God for
His people. You should be thankful
if you have a pastor who preaches
the Truth of God's Word. He is
looking out for your soul. You
should be thankful if you have been
raised in a home with both parents
present in the home, even if one of
them is not saved, at least they are a
part of your life.
You ought to be an obedient
child so that your days may be long
on the earth. The Bible says in
Ephesians 6:1-2: "Children, obey
your parents in the Lord: for this is
right. Honour thy father and mother;
which is the first commandment
with promise." Exodus 20:12 states,
"Honour thy father and thy mother:
that thy days may be long upon the
land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee."
You should pay attention to the
child who is disrespectful to his or
her parents or disregards what they
say. That child is going to have a
hard life. If you see a child or a
young person being rude and disrespectful to anyone, you should stay
away from that one because he or
she will affect you in the wrong
way. It is better to avoid one who
would not help you to be a better
person. A real friend will encourage
you to do good things with your life.
If you are the only saved person in
your family, your family will be
blessed through your life. Let them
see how beautiful it is to serve the
Lord.
You should not let the devil steal
your joy and cause you to think that
you cannot do anything. That is not
God. God is the lifter up of your
head. The devil is an oppressor, and
he wants to keep you feeling down
in any way he can.
You can be the person to keep
God's heritage going in your family.
Do not rob yourself of a good earthly life and eternal life with God.

God loves you, and He will not ask
you to give up any good thing. You
can use your talent to be a blessing.
God gave it to you, so you ought to
use it for Him.
Your parents may not be able to
leave you a lot of earthly possessions, but they have shown you the
Truth of God's Word. There is a lot
of false doctrine out in the religious
world. Young person, do not allow
yourself to go after that, because you
do not want to leave the true way.
If you have turned away from
God, you need to come back to
Father's house. I am glad that I came
back to Father's house. I allowed
myself to get caught up in the things
of the world—the smoking, the
drinking, the drugs, the partying,
and the reveling. The world hurt me.
I was hurt and tired, but I always
knew in the back of my mind that
God had a better life for me. Just
like the prodigal son, I said: "I am
going back to my Father's house. I
don't have to live like this." Being
saved is a better life; it is something
greater. Young person, if you live in
a Christian home, you should appreciate your godly heritage. It is wonderful!
God needs preachers, evangelists, and prayer warriors. He needs
you to do your part in keeping the
kingdom going. You should not tear

God down in the minds of people.
What God has helped you to build
up can be torn down in a minute.
The minute you drink alcohol, it is
torn down in their minds. The devil
will use that and say, There is nothing to the Christian life." The devil
will take you further than you want
to go, he will keep you longer than
you want to stay, and he will make
you pay a price that you do not want
to pay. You do not want to lose your
soul.
One day you are going to leave
this world behind. You need to think
about that. Most people give the
flesh what it wants to please it in any
way they can, all the while their
souls are crying out for God. If you
die lost, your soul is going to burn in
hell forever.
If you disrespect your parents,
your days on this earth will be shortened. You had better listen to what
they say. God uses them to deliver
messages to you. His Holy Spirit
will talk to your mind, but He also
uses His people to reinforce what He
has already told you. Again, Exodus
20:12 reads, "Honour thy father and
thy mother: that thy days may be
long upon the land which the LORD
thy God giveth thee."
Sister Sheresa Foster

Life is short
Death is sure
Sin the cause
Christ the cure.
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Genesis 25:20 And Isaac was
forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel
the Syrian of Padan-aram, the sister
to Laban the Syrian.
21 And Isaac entreated the
LORD for his wife, because she was
barren: and the LORD was entreated
of him, and Rebekah his wife
conceived.
22 And the children struggled
together within her; and she said, If
it be so, why am I thus? And she
went to inquire of the LORD.
23 And the LORD said unto her,
Two nations are in thy womb, and
two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one
people shall be stronger than the
other people; and the elder shall
serve the younger.

24 And when her days to be
delivered were fulfilled, behold,
there were twins in her womb.
25 And the first came out red,
all over like an hairy garment; and
they called his name Esau.
26 And after that came his
brother out, and his hand took hold
on Esau's heel; and his name was
called Jacob: and Isaac was
threescore years old when she bare
them.
27 And the boys grew: and Esau
was a cunning hunter, a man of the
field; and Jacob was a plain man,
dwelling in tents.
28 And Isaac loved Esau,
because he did eat of his venison:
but Rebekah loved Jacob.
29 And Jacob sod pottage: and
Esau came from the field, and he

was faint:
30 And Esau said to Jacob,
Feed me, I pray thee, with that same
red pottage; for I am faint: therefore
was his name called Edom.
31 And Jacob said, Sell me this
day thy birthright.
32 And Esau said, Behold, I am
at the point to die: and what profit
shall his birthright do to me?
33 And Jacob said, Swear to me
this day; and he sware unto him:
and he sold his birthright unto
Jacob.
34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread
and pottage of lentils; and he did
eat and drink, and rose up, and went
his way: thus Esau despised his
birthright.

Brother Richard Talbot
A Serious Warning
A famous evangelist was at a
very large church in an upscale
neighborhood and was scheduled to
preach one Sunday morning. As he
was being introduced, one of the
church's deacons leaned over to him
and whispered into his ear, "Do not
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be surprised as you get into your
message but that a good many
people are in the habit of walking
out of church before the end of the
sermon."
When he arose to preach, he
said: "I am going to preach to two
classes of people this morning. First,
I am going to preach to the sinners,
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and then to the saints." He proceeded to preach, and to the sinners
he did preach. Then, all of a sudden,
he said, "Okay, all you sinners can
now leave while I preach to the
saints." Needless to say, not one
person got up to leave.
No one wants to be classified
as a sinner. Even though people's

experiences may reflect it, they have
such a way of adjusting their
thoughts and feelings about themselves. They try to justify their lives
no matter what spiritual condition
they are in. Godly living is a serious
thing to consider, and there should
be no doubt in your mind about
where you stand with God.
I would like to center my
thoughts on the despised birthright.
The Apostle Paul said in Hebrews
12:16-17: "Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau,
who for one morsel of meat sold his
birthright. For ye know how that
afterward, when he would have
inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of
repentance, though he sought it
carefully with tears."
There are many warnings to take
note of in this event in Esau's life. I
want you to look at three stages.
Many lessons can be learned from
this incident. The three stages of
Esau's life that I want you to consider are the despised birthright, the
forgotten birthright, and the soughtafter birthright.
The birthright gave certain
privileges to the elder son. There
was something special about being
the elder son. He had a birthright,
which gave him additional privileges, and Esau was entitled to this
birthright. It would have made him
the headship of all the tribes of Israel upon Isaac's death. Also, he
would have inherited the coveted
blessing, and he would have been
entitled to the land of Canaan. Esau
messed up and despised his birthright. Esau would have been well
taken care of, because the birthright
was an entitlement by birth. This
entitlement should have been extremely important to Esau. It was a
bequeathed inheritance, and it was
one's due.
Stepping Into a Trap
In considering this despised
birthright, I want you to read verses
29-30 of our Scripture text again:
"And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau

came from the field, and he was
faint: And Esau said to Jacob, Feed
me, I pray thee, with that same red
pottage; for I am faint: therefore was
his name called Edom." At that
point in this conversation, nothing
was said of the birthright. Esau was
hungry and wanted Jacob to share
his meal with him. However, Jacob
saw an opportunity and took advantage of it. In essence, Jacob said to
Esau, "You give me your birthright,
and I will give you some food."
Esau said to him, in so many
words, "Behold, I am at the point of
death because I am so famished."
Have you ever felt so hungry that
you thought you were ready to die?
I have never felt that way, but I can
imagine there are lots of people who
have. Esau was famished after being
out in the field hunting all day. He
was worn out and about ready to
faint. He was in dire need of
nourishment; he needed water and
food.
Verses 31-34 of our Scripture
text read: "And Jacob said, Sell me
this day thy birthright. And Esau
said, Behold, I am at the point to
die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? And Jacob said,
Swear to me this day [Jacob wanted
Esau to promise that he would keep
his word]; and he sware unto him:
and he sold his birthright unto
Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread
and pottage of lentils; and he did eat
and drink, and rose up, and went his
way: thus Esau despised his birthright."
We are told that Esau was an
impulsive fellow. He was the eldest
son, a hunter, and an outdoorsman.
He was a very active man and an
adventurous person. Also, Esau
loved to please his father.
Genesis 25:28 says, "And Isaac
loved Esau, because he did eat of his
venison." Esau liked to hunt venison
and fix savory dishes for his father.
No doubt, they had long talks together. Isaac probably told his son
there was going to come a time
when he was going to inherit much.
Isaac was an extremely wealthy
man, and he probably told Esau that
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one day most of his wealth would be
his. Esau probably played up to his
father in a very special manner.
Jacob was not an outdoorsman
as Esau was. He was a plain man, a
shepherd satisfied with life as it was.
He was thoughtful, and he was a
fellow who studied situations; he
was a cunning, crafty fellow. Jacob
wanted the birthright. When he was
born, his hand grabbed hold of
Esau's heel. As Jacob grew older, he
might have been a little jealous of
his brother's relationship and influence with his father. No doubt, he
saw things going on that kind of
pushed him out of the picture. Esau
was welcomed warmly into his
father's tent with the savory smell of
venison. His father greatly enjoyed
the venison.
Jacob and Esau probably talked
about the birthright many times. I
say this because Esau showed no
surprise when Jacob asked for it.
Jacob took it a step farther and said,
"Swear to me." Esau, at a time of
great weakness, exhausted and hungry, stepped into a trap when he
sought nourishment from Jacob.
Jacob took advantage of Esau's
weakened state of mind and his
weakened physical strength.
Every one of us needs to be
much more watchful. Satan's cunningness is similar to Jacob's. Satan
is looking for the right opportunity—a time when you are weak and
have been battling pressures in life.
Satan knows when you are dragging
your spiritual feet and when you
have become spiritually exhausted,
or even spiritually burnt out in your
mind. He knows when you have
become tired of the battle. That is a
dangerous place to be.
Battling Against Fleshly Desires
Paul, in Hebrews 12:3, brought
out the warning to pay attention to
things lest you be wearied and faint
in your mind. This can be a great
battle. Your battle may not be
against sin, outward wickedness,
evil temptations, persecution, or
even martyrdom, at least not at this
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time. You may battle weariness of
the mind in the day-by-day routine
of life. The devil is going to battle
you. Another saint might have a
misunderstanding with you. Your
husband or your wife may disagree
with you about a matter.
Many people battle great
weariness in the mind, more than
others may realize. Esau said, "Behold I am at the point to die." In
reality, that was hardly likely. Esau
was a strong man. He was wise in
the ways of the woods, the fields,
and the deserts. Esau knew how to
take care of himself. He was a hunter by trade, yet even with his great
strength he was mentally and physically drained, and he thought he was
at the point of death.
Esau gave little thought to his
birthright. It seemed unimportant to
him. Many people today pay little
heed to their spiritual birthright.
They give little heed to what that
birthright cost; they give little heed
to their experience of salvation.
Many people profess to be
saved, but in reality, as God sees
into the depths of their hearts, they
are empty and dry with no spark or
thrill. Their joy is gone, their hearts
are dried up, and the feelings are no
longer there. They sit in the services
and get nothing out of the services,
yet they say, "Why, yes, I'm saved."
Many a person has made
promises to God that they place little
value upon. Isaiah 52:3 states, "For
thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold
yourselves for nought." Esau was at
a low point in his life. The Scripture
says that he despised his birthright.
Why does it say that? First of all, he
had placed its value beneath a bowl
of lentils. His physical satisfaction
meant more to him than eternal
values. Esau's desire to have his
physical needs satisfied meant more
to him than his birthright.
Many good people have such a
low view of the value of eternal
things that they sell their souls for
physical satisfaction, hoping somewhere down the road they will be
able to turn things around and may
not even realize the loss it would
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mean to their souls.
Physical satisfaction has gotten
hold of the vast majority of Christians. As far as the world is concerned, physical satisfaction is
crowding more and more into the
saints' lives. Many people are realigning their ideals of holiness, the
virtues of honesty, faithfulness, and
trueness to God. They are realigning
their thoughts on the message of the
Church of God, the one body of
Christ. People are seeking the satisfaction of worldly aims, ambitions,
and desires more than they are seeking their soul's satisfaction from the
Spirit of God. Physical needs, physical desires, and the flesh have tremendous pull on all of us. The
Apostle Paul admonished us to fight
a good warfare. We have to battle
against the flesh and the spirit of this
world. Also, we must keep our eyes
set upon the Lord.
Devaluing the Birthright
Jacob wanted the birthright, and
he wanted it his way. Some people
have wanted certain things their own
way and were advised that if they
followed that route, it would cost
them their souls, yet they went after
what they wanted. When people
want something, often they have a
spirit that drives them to fulfill that
want, and nothing else really seems
to matter to them.
Many a young man and many a
young lady have gotten their eyes on
another and set their goal to capture
that one person. It is normal for a
young person to want a companion,
but who you want may be a detriment to your soul. When I was
courting, one of the requirements I
had for a girl was that she had to be
spiritual. I wanted to see her carrying a Bible and sitting close to the
front in church. I wanted someone
whom I could live with in a good,
strong, spiritual home, and God
blessed me with that.
If you are not careful, physical
wants and desires can become more
important to you than the Spirit of
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less you are living close to the Lord,
seeking Him daily, and desiring Him
above all other things, you are going
to be pulled away. You cannot stay
spiritual without being really anchored to God. If you do not remain
spiritual, you can be sure that Satan
will drag you away from God.
Esau wanted what he wanted to
do, and he wanted to have his own
way. In the trade for his birthright,
he was comfortable because he got
what he wanted. He felt good about
it. Nothing in the Scriptures reveals
that Esau got up from that meal and
went away sad. He did not say,
"Why did I do that?" No, he got up
from his meal and went his way.
This gives the impression that he did
not realize he had lost anything
valuable.
Esau made no effort to upbraid
Jacob. He should have been aware
of Jacob's tricks. He did not give any
indication that he thought he had
been tricked. Something he wanted
overwhelmed his common sense. He
never felt the need, at this point, to
go to his father to issue a complaint,
saying, "Father, I did a stupid thing.
Can you help me?" He did not feel
that way.
One time a brother preached a
message on the five reasons that
some people fall away from the fold.
He said that first is their disregard
for God's Word. Second, they have
an independent spirit. Third, they
love worldliness. Fourth, they lack
diligence. Fifth, it is easier to go the
way of least resistance. What is
affecting you?
The Forgotten Birthright
Now I want you to consider the
forgotten birthright. Many years
went by, and life had been good for
the brothers. Genesis 27:1-4 reads:
"And it came to pass, that when
Isaac was old, and his eyes were
dim, so that he could not see, he
called Esau his eldest son, and said
unto him, My son: and he said unto
him, Behold, here am I. And he said,
Behold now, I am old, I know not
the day of my death: Now therefore

take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy
quiver and thy bow, and go out to
the field, and take me some venison;
And make me savory meat, such as
I love, and bring it to me, that I may
eat; that my soul may bless thee
before I die."
Esau hurried off to do as his
father requested. He had forgotten
all about despising his birthright.
Years had gone by, and seemingly
he had forgotten. He rushed to fulfill
his father's wishes, perhaps not remembering that he had sold his
birthright. How one can be so
abruptly awakened! As the years go
by, a person may give little thought
to the extreme seriousness of his
soul's condition. As life goes on and
he is in good health, he gives little
thought about eternity. He has a
good, enjoyable life, and God has
blessed him so undeservingly.
A spiritual birthright means little
to so many people. They have never
truly valued their birthright. They
have sold it off, as Esau did, for a
selfish reason. Saint, you need to
place a high value on your birthright
with Christ. Do not let the cravings
of the flesh cause you to violate your
covenant with God. Do not allow
your flesh to dictate how you live.
Esau allowed his flesh to play a
part in the thoughtless sale of his
birthright. Over the years, he forgot
all about it. When you have things to
take care of with God, it is best to do
it right then, before you forget. If
you need to apologize to someone or
forgive someone, or if you have a
debt that you have not paid, you
need to take care of it. You should
not forget it.
On Judgment Day, I wonder
how many people will fall on their
knees before the great Judge and
say, "O Lord, I forgot to take care of
that"? You had better take care of
things while you have the time and
your right mind. You could suffer a
stroke and be unable to do anything
to correct something that God has
been dealing with you about for a
long time. You may live another five
years but never have an opportunity
to make that wrong right. Do not sell

your birthright.
There are instances in the
Scriptures of people who did not
take God seriously. For example, the
rich man who was going to build
greater barns never really paid attention to the blessings that God had
given him until he heard His voice
speak from Heaven, saying, "This
night thy soul shall be required of
thee" (Luke 12:20). What an
awesome summons!
Then there were the five foolish
virgins. There would not have been
five foolish virgins had the bridegroom not delayed his coming and
then came at an unexpected time.
Had he been on time, they would
have been fine. They were not found
foolish until the cry went out and
they went to check their lamps and
found that their lamps had gone out.
They had no extra oil.
You need to be serious about
your eternal destiny. Do not play a
game with God. Do not feel that you
can sin a little and breathe a quick
prayer and say, "Lord, forgive me;
I'm so sorry." God is not going to
accept that. When you become a
Christian, you must quit the sin business. Do not play a game with your
precious soul. Do not sell out to
temptation and do something that
you know in your heart is wrong.
You need to get it taken care of.
You can have the victory if you
want it. Peter said to gird up the
loins of your mind. You need to be
serious and sober minded.
Don't Wait Until Too Late
Now I want to speak to you
about the sought-after birthright.
Genesis 27:30-34 reads: "And it
came to pass, as soon as Isaac had
made an end of blessing Jacob, and
Jacob was yet scarce gone out from
the presence of Isaac his father, that
Esau his brother came in from his
hunting [at this point, Esau was
unaware that Jacob had already deceived Isaac]. And he also had made
savory meat, and brought it unto his
father, and said unto his father, Let
my father arise, and eat of his son's
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venison, that thy soul may bless me
[Esau still did not remember that he
had sold his blessing; he was fully
expecting to receive it]. And Isaac
his father said unto him, Who art
thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy
firstborn Esau.
"And Isaac trembled very
exceedingly, and said, Who? where
is he that hath taken venison, and
brought it me, and I have eaten of all
before thou camest, and have
blessed him? yea, and he shall be
blessed. And when Esau heard the
words of his father, he cried with a
great and exceeding bitter cry, [Can
you imagine that cry? It was not a
little whimper or a little disgust. The
truth had begun to hit home, so to
speak. The facts of his life were
beginning to become a reality. He
cried an exceedingly bitter cry.] and
said unto his father, Bless me, even
me also, O my father."
How Esau longed for that
blessing! A companion Scripture in
Hebrews 12:17 says, "For ye know
how that afterward, when he would
have inherited the blessing, he was
rejected: for he found no place of
repentance, though he sought it
carefully with tears." The word
when in that Scripture really stood
out to me as I was reading this verse.
A when is coming to every one of
us. You may have followed the flesh
and sought after things to satisfy
your carnal nature more than the
deep things of God to establish
yourself, but there is going to come
a "when."
In Matthew 25:19 Jesus told the
parable of the talents. The master of
the home gave the talents (five, two,
and one), to his servants. As Jesus
was telling the parable, He began
this verse with the words, "After a
long time. . . ." That long time is
what gets many people into trouble.
If people went to Heaven as soon as
they were converted, there would be
many more people in Heaven. However, the expanse of years takes its
toll on many good people. Many
people will be lost in eternity, not
because they were terrible sinners,
not because of acts of immorality,
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but because they despised their
birthright. In other words, they did
not take care of their souls. They
were not really serious in their
hearts about serving God, so they
allowed a looseness to take hold of
their lives.
Esau and Jacob got along well.
Years had gone by and many things
took place in their lives. They had
quite an eventful life, but when it
was time to inherit the blessing,
Esau was not in a place to receive it.
He had sold his right to it.
You need to ask yourself these
questions: Will my birthright be
gone? Am I fortifying my life with
God? Am I really latching on to my

spiritual birthright? Am I truly all
that I know I need to be so that
when I receive the summons, I will
not be as Esau?
Do not despise your birthright.
You need to get serious about your
soul. You have to have that seriousness in your own life with God. You
need to secure it as Rahab, the harlot, did when she protected the spies.
They told her to secure a scarlet cord
in the window, and when they came
to destroy Jericho, they would know
who she was by the scarlet cord. She
was serious about that because it
was her only means of salvation.
Are you really securing your
salvation? Esau could have inherited

the blessing, but he was rejected.
There is going to come a time when
each of us will have to answer that
summons.
Esau cried with an exceedingly
bitter cry. One day the airwaves are
going to be filled with screaming,
bitter cries because so many people
are going to think they made it, only
to be rejected at last because they
were careless and unfaithful to God.
They did not take serving God seriously. Do not despise your birthright, precious soul, but lay hold on
it.
(Compact Disc TR-1645)

CHRISTIAN AFFECTION
"Be KINDLY AFFECTIONED one to another"
"LOVE one another"
"Be LIKEMINDED one toward another"
"RECEIVE ye on another"
"Have the SAME CARE for one another"
"FORBEARING one another in love"
"COMFORT one another"
"EDIFY one another
"CONSIDER one another"
"PRAY for one another"
"Use HOSPITALITY one to another"
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Romans 12:10
Romans 13:8
Romans 15:5
Romans 15:7
1 Corinthians 12:25
Ephesians 4:2
1 Thessalonians 4:18
1 Thessalonians 5:11
Hebrews 10:24
James 5:16
1 Peter 4:9

Deuteronomy 7:6 For thou art
an holy people unto the LORD thy
God: the LORD thy God hath chosen
thee to be a special people unto
himself, above all people that are
upon the face of the earth.
7 The LORD did not set his love
upon you, nor choose you, because
ye were more in number than any

people; for ye were the fewest of all
people:
8 But because the LORD loved
you, and because he would keep the
oath which he had sworn unto your
fathers, hath the L ORD brought you
out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of
bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh

king of Egypt.
9 Know therefore that the LORD
thy God, he is God, the faithful God,
which keepeth covenant and mercy
with them that love him and keep
his commandments to a thousand
generations.

Brother Allen Borders
Spiritual Growth
The word faithfulness means
"firm adherence to the truth and to
the duties of religion; firmly adhering to a duty of true fidelity, loyal;
true to allegiance as a faithful
subject; constant in the performance
of duties or service exact in the attending to commands as a faithful
servant; true, exact conformity to the

letter and the spirit; constant, not
fickle; true and worthy of belief."
These definitions exemplify
what a Christian should be. A Christian should be consistent and
constant, not fickle. Sometimes people can be fickle and flitter from
here to there, and you do not know
where they stand. A Christian is
faithful. Just as you expect God to
be faithful, He expects the same of
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you. God is a faithful God. He always has been, and He always will
be. He was faithful to the Hebrews,
and He is still the same today. The
Hebrew people faced many difficult
situations throughout their history.
God was faithful to them even when
they backslid and went after other
gods. He always gave them another
chance.
We read in 1 Kings 8:54-56:
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"And it was so, that when Solomon
had made an end of praying all this
prayer and supplication unto the
LORD, he arose from before the altar
of the LORD, from kneeling on his
knees with his hands spread up to
heaven. And he stood, and blessed
all the congregation of Israel with a
loud voice, saying, Blessed be the
LORD, that hath given rest unto his
people Israel, according to all that he
promised: there hath not failed one
word of all his good promise, which
he promised by the hand of Moses
his servant."
God wants you to do your
part in the work of God. He wants
you not only to serve Him but
also to worship Him. He wants
you to have a strong desire to serve
Him. The definition of the word
desire is, "an emotion or an excitement of the mind directed to the
attainment of a possession or object
from which pleasure or intellectual
or spiritual improvement is expected." When you have desire, it
causes you to do something with a
degree of earnestness.
In 1 Corinthians 14:1 we read,
"Follow after charity, and desire
spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may
prophesy." This Scripture says to
desire spiritual gifts. You should
desire to do something for the Lord.
Psalm 37:4 says, "Delight thyself
also in the LORD; and he shall give
thee the desires of thine heart."
When you have godly desires, God
will cause action to happen.
First Peter 2:2 says, "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk
of the word, that ye may grow
thereby." Having a desire for God's
Word will cause you to take action,
and that action is seeking the sincere
milk of the Word. What will happen
then? It will cause you to grow.
Earnestly seeking God's Word will
cause spiritual growth.
Many people lack a desire for
the things of God. You have to be
careful that you take time to read
God's Word. Matthew 5:6 says,
"Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness: for
they shall be filled." If you put forth
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the effort to seek God and His
Word, you will have spiritual
growth. As a Christian, you need
that desire so that you can grow
spiritually.
Godly Desires
Several things are needed so that
you can grow in the Lord. First, you
have to desire for God's Word. Second Timothy 2:15 says, "Study to
shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth." This Scripture says you
need to study the Word. I downloaded several applications to my
phone that send me Scriptures and
Bible readings every day. They refresh my memory and remind me to
read my Bible. Living in a technological age, we have various aids to
help us. I think it is good to take
advantage of those aids and use
them as little incentives to get into
the Word.
You need to read the Word and
study it. When you study the Bible,
you can gain greater knowledge of
the Word, but you must put forth
effort. I remember my dad telling me
one time: "Son, at some point, you
have to study the Bible for yourself.
You can listen to me and listen to
your pastor all you want, but you
have to get understanding of God's
Word by studying for yourself."
When you learn something for yourself, you will remember it, and you
are going to understand it well.
You need to study so that you
can answer questions. A Scripture
says to be ready to give an answer to
every man. If you can answer
people's questions, you can be a
more effective witness. Therefore,
you need to study. Sometimes you
may stumble through the Bible and
not feel that you are getting much
out of it, or maybe your desire is not
there. If so, you need to pray that
God will give you a stronger desire
to get into His Word.
Another thing that you need to
desire is to pray. In 1 Thessalonians
5:17 we are commanded, "Pray
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without ceasing." Luke 18:1 says,
"And he spake a parable unto them
to this end, that men ought always to
pray, and not to faint." First Timothy
2:8 tells us, "I will therefore that
men pray every where." If you pray
in public, you need not worry about
people looking at you or feeling
embarrassed because people notice
that you are praying. You should be
in a constant attitude of prayer so
that when situations arise, you can
communicate with God.
Another desire that you need to
have is a desire to be around God's
people. That desire was instilled in
me at a very young age, and I am
very thankful for that. When the
doors of the church were open, our
family was there. You need to keep
the fire of God's Holy Spirit burning
in you. If you do not, you will lose
your desire to be in the services.
You need to have a desire for
spiritual worship, not just going
through a religious form. If you will
put something into the services, you
will get something out of them.
You should have a desire to win
souls. Going out and witnessing to
people is not always easy; nevertheless, you need to have that desire. If
you do not have a desire to witness
to others, the opportunity may come
to you, and you may not know what
to say. In order to have that desire,
you have to pray and ask God to
send someone across your path, and
He will give you the words to speak.
You should have a desire to be
active in your home congregation.
You can do lots of things to be useful in a congregation. Maybe you
need to step up and ask where you
can help. The task that may be given
may not be something glorious, but
it still needs to be done.
The Blessing of Putting Forth
Effort in Serving God
My parents taught me a long
time ago that anything worth having
takes work, and that is true. If you
want to have great church services,
you need to desire it and spend more
time in prayer. Praying for the

services makes a difference. The
saints of God should pray about the
services before they get there. Then
they are ready for worship when the
service starts. If you just scoot in at
the last minute and have the things
of the world on your mind, you
cannot really focus on what you
need to. You need to put forth your
best effort to make the services
great. When you put your whole
heart into a service, you will gain
much from the service.
I remember a story that my dad
told when I was younger. It was
about a young boy whose father was
a preacher. His father was going to
preach, and he took his son with
him. He gave his son a quarter to put
in the offering. After the service,
someone in the congregation handed
the preacher an envelope, and he
slid it into his pocket. The person
told him, "This is for preaching this
evening." He got into his car and
left. As he was driving down the
road, his little boy was really excited
about that envelope and inquired,
"What is in there?" His father
opened the envelope, and there was
a five-dollar bill and a quarter. His
father did not really say anything
about it, but the little boy said, "You
know, Dad, if we had put more in,
we would have gotten more out."
That is the way it is with each of us
in the services. The more effort you
put into the services, the more you
will get out of them. Personally, if I
take notes during a service, I can
remember more details about the
message.
Luke 12:48 reads, "For unto
whomsoever much is given, of him
shall be much required." The more
you put into the work of God, the
greater blessing you will receive.
Sometimes I did not feel well, yet I
came to the service, and before it
was over, the Lord moved on me
and I felt better. One thing that my
parents instilled in me as a child was
to put forth effort to be in the
services.
First Chronicles 16:27-29 reads:
"Glory and honour are in his presence; strength and gladness are in

his place. Give unto the LORD, ye
kindreds of the people, give unto the
LORD glory and strength. Give unto
the LORD the glory due unto his
name: bring an offering, and come
before him: worship the LORD in the
beauty of holiness." When you have
a desire for the things of God, it will
spur action, and you will honor the
Lord and give Him praise.
John 4:24 says, "God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth."
You must worship the Lord in
spirit and in Truth. When I think
of worshiping the Lord in spirit
and in Truth, I do not think of something boring; I think of something
exciting.
Psalm 22:25 states, "My praise
shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before
them that fear him." You need to be
ready to put forth effort to do what
God wants you to do. In the family
of God, if you get up and praise the
Lord, no one is going to look down
on you or make fun of you.
Psalm 28:7 tells us, "The LORD
is my strength and my shield; my
heart trusted in him, and I am
helped: therefore my heart greatly
rejoiceth; and with my song will I
praise him."
Hebrews 2:12 says, "Saying, I
will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I
sing praise unto thee." If you put
effort into serving God, it can be
exciting.
Using Your Talents for the Lord
In the Book of Matthew we read
of a man who gave talents to his
servant, and then it tells how he used
them. This is still relevant today. In
these Scriptures the talents are referring to money, but this parable has
many truths contained in it. I would
like to focus on money as a gift that
the Lord has given each of us.
Matthew 25:14-30 says: "For the
kingdom of heaven is as a man
travelling into a far country, who
called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto
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one he gave five talents, to another
two, and to another one; to every
man according to his several ability;
and straightway took his journey.
Then he that had received the five
talents went and traded with the
same, and made them other five
talents. And likewise he that had
received two, he also gained other
two. But he that had received one
went and digged in the earth, and
hid his lord's money.
"After a long time the lord of
those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. And so he that had
received five talents came and
brought other five talents, saying,
Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five
talents: behold, I have gained beside
them five talents more. His lord said
unto him, Well done, thou good and
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make
thee ruler over many things: enter
thou into the joy of thy lord. His
lord said unto him, Well done, thou
good and faithful servant: thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I
will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy
lord.
"He also that had received two
talents came and said, Lord, thou
deliveredst unto me two talents:
behold, I have gained two other
talents beside them. His lord said
unto him, Well done, good and
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make
thee ruler over many things: enter
thou into the joy of thy lord. Then
he which had received the one talent
came and said, Lord, I knew thee
that thou art an hard man, reaping
where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:
And I was afraid, and went and hid
thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou
hast that is thine.
"His lord answered and said
unto him, Thou wicked and slothful
servant, thou knewest that I reap
where I sowed not, and gather where
I have not strawed: Thou oughtest
therefore to have put my money to
the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own
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with usury. Take therefore the talent
from him, and give it unto him
which hath ten talents. For unto
every one that hath shall be given,
and he shall have abundance: but
from him that hath not shall be taken
away even that which he hath. And
cast ye the unprofitable servant into
outer darkness: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth."
The one who was given one
talent was afraid to use his talent, so
he hid it. Some people have a talent,
but they fear to get involved. He
said he was afraid and hid his talent
in the earth. When he did that, nothing happened. If you hide your
talent, it cannot be a blessing to
others. In this parable those who
went out and used their talents increased them. The man who had one
talent and hid it had his talent taken
away from him and given to another.
This lesson reveals that you need to
use your talents for the Lord, so that
they will be profitable for the
Kingdom of God.
Verse 30 tells us that the
unprofitable servant was cast into
outer darkness. If a person does not
use the talents that God has given
him for Him, the Scripture lets us
know that person is unprofitable.
Are you using what the Lord has
given you? Are you taking the gift
that the Lord has entrusted you with
and using it for Him?
Are You a Willing Vessel?
First Timothy 4:11-12 reads:
"These things command and teach.
Let no man despise thy youth; but be
thou an example of the believers, in
word, in conversation, in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity." This Scripture says to let no man despise your
youth. Some young people may say,
"I'm too young; I can't do anything."
You should not feel that you are too
young to work for the Lord. You
can work for the Lord no matter
how young or old you are. When
young people use their talents for
the Lord, it is a blessing. It is wonderful to have children participate in
the services. It instills in them a
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desire to do something for the Lord.
Verses 13-16 read: "Till I come,
give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect not the
gift that is in thee [some neglect to
put forth effort], which was given
thee by prophecy, with the laying on
of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon these things; give thyself
wholly to them; that thy profiting
may appear to all. Take heed unto
thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou
shalt both save thyself, and them
that hear thee."
When you put your whole heart
into God's service, the Scripture says
in doing so you will save yourself
and be a witness to those who hear
you. Sometimes you may feel that
your gift is too small or that you
really cannot do too much. That is
what the devil tries to put in your
mind. God's gift is always perfect.
All you have to do is accept it and
use it. He is not going to give you a
gift that you cannot use. Every gift
has a purpose. If you do not want to
use what the Lord has given you, He
could take away what you do have.
Again, Matthew 25:28 says,
"Take therefore the talent from him,
and give it unto him which hath ten
talents." If you do not put your
whole heart into your gift, God may
give it to someone else. Faithfulness,
desire, service, and worship are very
important. Are you faithful? Can
your pastor depend on you? Can
God depend on you?

I want you to consider Job. The
devil was talking to God and, in
essence, said, "Let me at him." God
had confidence in Job. Does God
have that kind of confidence in you?
Is your desire for the things of God
what it needs to be? Do you put your
whole heart into His service and into
worship? You need to give God
your best, and He will bless you and
cause you to grow in the Lord. This
will also have a great impact on the
worship services. We each have a
part to do. Are you consecrated to
the Lord?
I looked up the definition of the
word consecration, and it means "a
setting apart; devoting to a sacred
use or office." Are you willing to set
yourself and your own wants apart
for the service of the Lord? First
Chronicles 29:5b says, "And who
then is willing to consecrate his
service this day unto the LORD?"
Are you willing to say: "Lord, I have
not been all that I need to be. I need
to move up. Help me to have a
greater desire and help me to be
more spiritual. I will do everything I
can to serve You. I will do my part
and put my whole heart in Your
service. I will do all the things You
want me to do." Are you willing to
do that? God wants His people to be
a working people. He wants you to
do your part in the family of God.
Are you doing all that you can do
for the Lord?
(Compact Disc TR-1683)

WORK FOR ETERNITY
If we work upon marble, it will perish;
If we work upon brass, time will efface it;
If we rear temples, they will crumble into dust;
But—if we work upon immortal souls, we engrave
upon these tablets something that will brighten
all eternity.
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Cayman Islands
January 9-15

REVIVAL: Church of God, Cayman Islands
Evangelist: Brother Roger L. Decker, Newark, Ohio
For further information contact: Pastor Garrett Haylock
Telephone: (345) 916-6367

Canby, OR
July 10-16

Camp Meeting: Church of God Camp Meeting, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
The first service begins Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. Two services daily: 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
A complimentary breakfast is available each morning at the motel. A meal will be served after the morning
services. Also, snack stand will be open after the evening services.
Please make reservations in advance, if possible.
For further information contact: Pastor David Stegmeier, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
Telephone: 503-266-9297

Muncie, IN
July 10-16

Camp Meeting: Ninth Street Church of God Camp Meeting will be held at the Central Friends' Campground,
5601 E County Road 650 S, Muncie, Indiana 47302. The first service begins Monday evening at 7:30 p.m.
The meeting ends after the Sunday morning service on the 16th; however, dinner will be served.
Service times: Thurs.-Sat. 9:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.; Sun. 9:00 a.m. Three meals served daily, including continental
breakfast. Also, snack stand will be open after the services each evening. Air-conditioned dining hall. Age
appropriate activities during non-service times. Campers & tents are welcome. PLEASE DO NOT FORGET
TO BRING YOUR OWN BEDDING AND TOWELS. For lodging/camping reservations, please contact Sis.
Michelle Gingerich @ 765-808-8705.
For further information contact: Pastor Allen Polston, 2020 Ralph St., New Castle, IN 47362
Telephone: 765-521-8284

2017 Camp Meeting Dates
at God's Acres
Newark, Ohio

June 18 - 25
July 30 - August 6
December 27 - 31
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We hope you will plan your vacation times
so that you can join us for these old-fashioned
camp meetings. We welcome everyone!
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