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Developing a Greater Experience
As a Christian, it is needful to
give diligence to those things that
pertain to spirituality and godliness. Giving diligence simply
means to exert an earnest effort or
to be busy at something. Being
attentive to these matters will increase your faith and knowledge of
Christ. The Lord has called the
Christian to glory and virtue. Certain steps must be taken to lay
aside those things that are detrimental to your success. Equally
important is the practice of embracing things that will enhance a
deeper spiritual life.
In the above Scripture, Peter
pointed out several things that the
Christian must add to his spiritual
life. He lets you know that by escaping the corruption of sin, you
have received salvation through
faith. Being given many precious
promises, you are to move forward.
His instructions are to diligently
develop your lifestyle to God's
divine nature. This can be accomplished by giving strict attention to
Peter's guidelines.
Peter started by saying that you
are to add virtue to your faith. Virtue is the quality of moral excellence or righteousness, which is
the foundation of all good works. It
will cause a person to be courageous, honest, and just in his
words and actions. Courage will
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cause one to faithfully stand
against the many false influences
presented to him. Being virtuous
demonstrates honesty in all dealings with others, clean speech and
conduct, and unquestionably pure
behavior. A virtuous person always
strives to be perfect in all his
deeds.
Next, Peter gave instructions to
add knowledge to virtue. Diligence
in gaining good knowledge renders
great dividends. Along with knowledge comes understanding, followed by wisdom. Wisdom leads to
fear and reverence of God, His
Word, and His ways. Psalm 90:12
says, "So teach us to number our
days, that we may apply our hearts
unto wisdom." Seeking true knowledge leads to all Truth and will
help protect you from Satan's many
pitfalls.
Then he admonished us to add
temperance to knowledge. This is
another important attribute to the
Christian, keeping all legal, as well
as earthly enjoyments, under proper restraints. Luke 21:34 says to
"take heed to yourselves, lest at
any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and
so that day come upon you unawares." Getting caught up with
things of lesser importance is easy,
[continued on page 7]

Genesis 37:1 And Jacob dwelt in
the land wherein his father was a
stranger, in the land of Canaan.
2 These are the generations of
Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen
years old, was feeding the flock with
his brethren; and the lad was with
the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons
of Zilpah, his father's wives: and
Joseph brought unto his father their
evil report.
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more
than all his children, because he
was the son of his old age: and he
made him a coat of many colours.
4 And when his brethren saw
that their father loved him more
than all his brethren, they hated
him, and could not speak peaceably

unto him.
5 And Joseph dreamed a dream,
and he told it his brethren: and they
hated him yet the more.
6 And he said unto them, Hear,
I pray you, this dream which I have
dreamed:
7 For, behold, we were binding
sheaves in the field, and, lo, my
sheaf arose, and also stood upright;
and, behold, your sheaves stood
round about, and made obeisance to
my sheaf.
8 And his brethren said to him,
Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or
shalt thou indeed have dominion
over us? And they hated him yet the
more for his dreams, and for his
words.

9 And he dreamed yet another
dream, and told it his brethren, and
said, Behold, I have dreamed a
dream more; and, behold, the sun
and the moon and the eleven stars
made obeisance to me.
10 And he told it to his father,
and to his brethren: and his father
rebuked him, and said unto him,
What is this dream that thou hast
dreamed? Shall I and thy mother
and thy brethren indeed come to
bow down ourselves to thee to the
earth?
11 And his brethren envied him;
but his father observed the saying.
James 1:2 My brethren, count it
all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Joseph's Journey
This chapter in Genesis begins
the story of Joseph. Joseph is a type
of Jesus Christ. In the start of this
chapter, we have what turned out to
be a very hectic journey for this
young man. Joseph and Benjamin
were the only two blood children of
Rachel. As Rachel was giving birth
to Benjamin, she passed away. As

we break into the message, Joseph
was approximately seventeen years
of age, and his brother Benjamin
was about four years of age.
Verse 3 of our Scripture reading
says that Jacob loved Joseph more
than all his children because he was
the son of his old age, so he made
him a coat of many colors. This
infuriated his brothers, and when
they saw this display of love from
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their father, the Scripture says they
hated Joseph and did not speak
peaceably to him. In other words,
they did not have anything good to
say to him. His brethren had much
malice, and this malice kept building
up and turned into extreme hatred.
One reason they were beginning
to envy him and to have malice and
hatred toward him was that he was a
tattler. He informed his father of
3

their wickedness. Our Scripture
lesson reads in verse 2, "Joseph
brought unto his father their evil
report." Joseph told his father everything his brothers did that was bad.
That was the start of malice, and
also they hated him because his
father loved him more.
What else caused the brothers to
have malice in their hearts toward
Joseph? Joseph's dream of having
dominion over his brothers caused
them to hate him even more. Joseph
actually had two dreams, and the
second dream had more details. In
that dream his father and mother and
his eleven brothers did obeisance to
him.
The rest of the chapter deals
with the scheme his brothers had to
get rid of Joseph. The brothers got
into a private conversation amongst
themselves about how they were
going to put an end to this dreamer.
They decided to throw him into a
pit. The only reason they did not kill
him was that Reuben, the oldest
brother, stepped in and stopped
them. Instead, they sold Joseph as a
slave, but they made their father
believe that he was torn to pieces by
a wild beast. Eventually he was sold
as a slave in the land of Egypt. He
became a servant to Potiphar, yet all
the while Joseph was going through
these things and suffering, God was
with him.
In Genesis, Chapter 38, Joseph
was not mentioned in that chapter,
but it talks about Judah. Then, we
pick up the story again in Genesis
39:1, which reads, "And Joseph was
brought down to Egypt; and
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh,
captain of the guard, an Egyptian,
bought him of the hands of the
Ishmaelites, which had brought him
down thither."
Joseph was once again favored
by God and became a ruler in
Potiphar's household. He was elevated to a high position because
Potiphar could see how his household and everything Joseph did
prospered in Joseph's presence. He
became overseer of the house and
over all that Potiphar had. During
4

Joseph's stay, he was faced with
temptations, which he withstood.
Suffering Wrongfully
Next, we read that Joseph was
falsely accused by Potiphar's wife.
Genesis 39:11-13 states: "And it
came to pass about this time, that
Joseph went into the house to do his
business [He did not sneak in the
house so he could have a little
rendezvous with Potiphar's wife; he
was there to do business]; and there
was none of the men of the house
there within. And she caught him by
his garment, saying, Lie with me:
and he left his garment in her hand,
and fled, and got him out. And it
came to pass, when she saw that he
had left his garment in her hand and
was fled forth."
What happened? Potiphar's wife
had to come up with an excuse for
having Joseph's garment and why he
took off. He was not in the house to
have anything to do with her; he
withstood her. He withstood all
temptations. He would let you know
that God had put him in charge of
everything except Potiphar's wife. In
Genesis 39:9 Joseph said, "How
then can I do this great wickedness,
and sin against God?"
Joseph was falsely accused by
Potiphar's wife. In anger, Potiphar
had Joseph thrown into prison.
Never once do we read that Joseph
cried of being mistreated. Never
once do we read that he wanted to
retaliate. He was abused by his
brothers, sold into slavery, falsely
accused by Potiphar's wife, and
thrown into prison; yet we do not
read that he rose up and said he
would retaliate.
First Peter 4:14-16 reads: "If ye
be reproached for the name of
Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of
glory and of God resteth upon you:
on their part he is evil spoken of, but
on your part he is glorified. But let
none of you suffer as a murderer, or
as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a
busybody in other men's matters.
Yet if any man suffer as a Christian,
let him not be ashamed; but let him
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glorify God on this behalf."
What was Peter talking about?
He was saying that if you suffer as a
Christian, God will be glorified, and
you will receive grace and strength
to withstand. However, if you suffer
for your own faults, there is no glory
or praise in that, and you will have
to suffer for it, unless God has
mercy.
Joseph was favored in prison.
Although he was imprisoned
wrongfully, his attitude and his
actions were those of a true child of
God. Even the one who was in
charge in the prison could see that
God was with Joseph. I am sure
Joseph did not go to the keeper of
the prison and tell him how
wrongfully he was treated. He went
to that prison to serve his sentence,
and he did that which was right. He
still served God.
Staying Committed to God
Joseph did not have a "get even"
spirit. Also, he did not whine and
complain to everyone. He did not try
to get anyone to lend an ear to him,
but he suffered wrongfully, just as
the Scripture says. He did not quit
serving God even though all those
bad things happened to him. He did
not get bitter; he stayed true to God
in the midst of adversity.
First Peter 2:21 and 23 tells us:
"For even hereunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye
should follow his steps. . . . Who,
when he was reviled, reviled not
again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; but committed
himself to him that judgeth
righteously."
By Joseph's actions through the
tests that he went through, he was a
perfect type of Jesus Christ. Tests,
trials, and temptations reveal the true
condition of the heart. If something
wrong is laying dormant in the heart,
a test will bring it out. Only what
was in Joseph's heart came to the
surface. What was in his heart? He
loved God more than anything else,
and he was willing to suffer.

Joseph's brothers wronged him
and Potiphar's wife lied about him
and caused him to be cast into prison wrongfully; yet he stayed with
the Lord. When he stayed with the
Lord, the Lord stayed with him. You
do not read that he complained or
threatened to get even with his
brothers or with Potiphar's wife.
What did he do? He just kept doing
right. He kept living as he had
always lived.
Today too many people have
wrong attitudes. Yes, they might
have been hurt. Most Christians
have gone through hurtful situations,
but what they do about that hurt
reveals what is in the heart. When
you get hurt, do you get angry and
quit or tell other people about it? Do
you whine around? Do you quit
serving God? Eventually, every one
who is a Christian suffers
wrongfully, but what do you do
about it?
Joseph committed himself to the
Lord. While he was in prison, he
was elevated and put over the rest of
the prisoners. The prison keeper put
Joseph in charge of handling the
prisoners because he knew God was
with him. Genesis 39:22-23 reads:
"And the keeper of the prison
committed to Joseph's hand all the
prisoners that were in the prison;
and whatsoever they did there, he
was the doer of it. The keeper of the
prison looked not to any thing that
was under his hand; because the
LORD was with him, and that which
he did, the LORD made it to
prosper." I want you to notice how
God is with His people. Joseph went
through one trial after another,
suffering wrongfully, yet he still
served God.
An Interpreter of Dreams
While Joseph was in prison,
some things began to happen.
Genesis 40:1-6 reads: "And it came
to pass after these things, that the
butler of the king of Egypt and his
baker had offended their lord the
king of Egypt. And Pharaoh was
wroth against two of his officers,

against the chief of the butlers, and
against the chief of the bakers. And
he put them in ward in the house of
the captain of the guard, into the
prison, the place where Joseph was
bound. And the captain of the guard
charged Joseph with them, and he
served them: and they continued a
season in ward.
"And they dreamed a dream
both of them, each man his dream in
one night, each man according to the
interpretation of his dream, the
butler and the baker of the king of
Egypt, which were bound in the
prison. And Joseph came in unto
them in the morning, and looked
upon them, and, behold, they were
sad." Why were the chief butler and
the chief baker sad? They each
dreamed a dream and did not know
the meanings. Each one told his
dream to Joseph. Joseph told the
butler that he would be restored to
duty. When the baker saw that the
butler was given good news, he
asked Joseph to interpret his dream
also, but his dream was not so good.
His dream revealed that he was
going to be hung.
Joseph asked the chief butler to
tell the king about his situation when
he was restored to duty, but when he
was restored, he forgot about
Joseph. Verse 23 says, "Yet did not
the chief butler remember Joseph,
but forgat him." That part of
communication was gone, but God
has so many ways that He can use to
bring His will to pass.
Two years passed, but the butler
had not said a thing to the king
about Joseph, so he was still in
prison. Next, Pharaoh dreamed a
dream. He had two dreams, and they
were similar, so Pharaoh's spirit was
troubled. The providence of God
began to work in two ways. He
moved to advance Joseph and to
preserve Joseph's family in the time
of the upcoming famine.
Naturally, as most pagan kings
did when they needed guidance, the
king sent for the most astute men he
had. He sent for the magicians and
the wise men. Pharaoh told them
about his dreams, but none of the
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magicians and the wise men could
interpret them. No doubt, he became
a little agitated that none of those
intelligent people could tell him
what his dream meant. All of a
sudden, the butler remembered
Joseph. He told Pharaoh about when
he and the baker were in prison. He
told him that they both dreamed
dreams and were troubled, and a
man there interpreted their dreams.
You can see in these Scriptures how
the providence of God worked.
Genesis 41:12-13 states: "And
there was there with us a young
man, an Hebrew, servant to the
captain of the guard; and we told
him, and he interpreted to us our
dreams; to each man according to
his dream he did interpret. And it
came to pass, as he interpreted to us,
so it was; me he restored unto mine
office, and him he hanged."
According to their dreams,
Joseph interpreted, so the Pharaoh
sent for Joseph and told him the
dreams. God gave Joseph the
interpretation of the dreams, and he
told Pharaoh what the dreams meant
and how they were connected. The
dreams told Pharaoh of seven years
of plenty and then seven years of
famine that were coming upon
Egypt.
Joseph suggested that Pharaoh
appoint a wise man to oversee the
land and to appoint officers to gather
the yield during the seven good
years, to build warehouses, and to
store the grain so they could prepare
for the seven lean years. This saying
really pleased Pharaoh.
What did Pharaoh do? He did
not know anybody wiser than
Joseph, so he put Joseph in charge
of the project and made him second
in command to himself. Joseph was
over everything except that which
pertained to the throne itself. People
bowed down to him as his chariot
went through the streets, just as they
did with the king. Joseph had power
over all of Egypt.
The providence of God worked
in Joseph's behalf. In this story
you can see how God takes things
and molds them and bends them
5

around His will. If Joseph had
reacted differently and displeased
God, this story would not have
turned out the way it did. Joseph
stayed humble and submissive, and
he suffered wrong patiently and
stayed close to God so that God
could talk to him and give him the
gift of interpretation.
The Trial of Your Faith
We read in James 1:2-4: "My
brethren, count it all joy when ye
fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith
worketh patience. But let patience
have her perfect work, that ye may
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing." James set before us what happens when a Christian falls into
divers temptations. The word temptation here actually means "divers
tests." James never suggested to the
readers that Christianity would be an
easy way. He warned them they
would find themselves involved in
divers temptations.
The Greek word translated
temptation is peirasmos in this
verse. It is not speaking of temptation in the sense of being tempted
to do wrong, but rather it means
to fall into a test. Peirasmos is a trial
or a test directed toward an end, and
the end is that he who is tested
should emerge stronger and purer
from the test. The idea is not that of
seducing one to sin, but rather of
strengthening and purifying him.
One person said this: "The
Christian must expect to be jostled
by trials on the Christian way." All
kinds of experiences are going to
come to you and me. It is a common
salvation. Although you may feel
that your test or your trial is different from anyone else's, that is not so.
God takes you into trials, temptations, and tests. Why? So that you
can be perfected and purified and
grow spiritually.
Sometimes tests of seductions
will seek to lure you from the right
way. There will be tests of dangers,
sacrifices, and unpopularity, which
the Christian way must be so often.
6

These are not meant to make you
fall; they are meant to make you
soar. They are not meant to defeat
you; they are meant to be defeated.
They are not meant to make you
weaker; they are meant to make you
stronger.
What will the temptation or the
test accomplish for the Christian?
Remember, James said to count it all
joy when you fall into divers temptations. It is not a trial or a test that
you ask for because you feel that
you are getting a little lean in your
soul. You do not say, "Lord, would
You send me a test?" These divers
temptations that James was speaking
of have great rewards. They make
you perfect, complete, and deficient
in nothing. Again, James 1:4 says,
"But let patience have her perfect
work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing."
Sometimes when one falls into a
test or a trial, he turns away from
God, gets a wrong attitude and becomes bitter, and then he becomes a
complainer. Next, he starts to back
away from his duties in the congregation. Eventually, that one goes out
the door. Why? The test reveals the
condition of the heart, and the heart
was getting leaner and leaner.
I want you to read James 1:4
from the Amplified Bible. It does
not change the meaning, but rather it
amplifies the verse. It states, "But let
endurance and steadfastness and
patience have full play and do a
thorough work, so that you may be
[people] perfectly and fully developed [with no defects], lacking in
nothing." This is exactly what Joseph did. He let the things that came
upon him do a perfect work. He was
advanced, and God used him to
preserve his own family from the
famine.
God knows that you would not
ask Him to give you a test, but when
a test does come (and they will
come), you should not shrink back
in your experience. You should not
withdraw from God and the fellowship of His people, but let it do a
perfect work upon your soul. Let the
trial or the test advance you in the
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Kingdom of God. Let it make you
stronger, more purified, more
perfected, and deficient in nothing.
Joseph did not get a wrong
attitude or seek retaliation, although
it was in his ability to do so. When
he became second in command to
Pharaoh, he could have shown wrath
toward his brothers. He could have
said: "I remember you rascals! Now
it is payday. I am in charge now!"
but he did not do that. He committed
what had happened to him to God,
and God used him mightily.
When you go through a test or a
trial, whatever it may be, you can
come out a better Christian on the
other side of the trial if you stay true
to God. You can come out purified,
grow in your experience, and become perfected. God takes you
through things so that you know
how to handle them and maybe you
can help others who have to go
through similar trials.
We do not live in a perfect
world, nor do we live separate from
adversity. We live in an imperfect
world, and it is full of adversities,
temptations, and trials of all kinds.
Do not let the adversities cause you
to get a wrong attitude or to seek
retaliation.
I can remember when I went
through a test one time that was
severe. I did not tell anybody but my
wife, and I just stayed true to God. I
did not enjoy what I went through,
and you are not going to enjoy the
tests that you go through when you
suffer wrongfully. I stayed true to
God, and He brought me through.
When I came through it, I came
through it a better Christian than
when I went into it. That is what
God wants to do for each of us. God
used Joseph in many different ways.
He used him at Potiphar's house, and
he used him in the prison in a different way. Finally, he was second in
command over all the land of Egypt.
As I mentioned earlier, too many
have wrong attitudes. Oh, they say
they do not, but the thing that troubles them keeps popping up all the
time. You may feel that you were
mistreated, but I doubt that you were

treated as badly as some of the
prophets and Jesus were treated.
Isaiah was sawed in half. He suffered wrongfully, but what did he
do? He committed everything to
God.
If you have been in a trial or
have been tested severely, what has
the trial or the test done for you?
Has it made you a better Christian?
Has it made you stronger or weaker?
Have you been perfected or have
you been weakened because you
will not commit it to God? Have you
lost your grip on the things you
know are right?

What a lesson the account of
Joseph brings before us. He was an
Old Testament brother, not full of
the Holy Ghost, but he was inspired
and directed by the Holy Ghost.
How faithfully that brother stood in
the time of adversity! Daniel purposed in his heart, and Joseph
purposed in his heart. Look at the
outcome of each of their lives.
If you are going through a
severe trial or a severe test, how are
you handling it? If it is not going
well, maybe it is your own fault.
Have you truly committed it to God

as you ought? You need to understand that God is for you, not against
you. God knows exactly what you
need. If He sees a leanness coming
to your soul, He may allow a test or
a trial to come your way. Hopefully
you will handle it the right way.
Joseph did. James said to count it all
joy when you fall into divers temptations, or different tests. Why?
When you are suffering as a Christian, glory is going to go to God, and
you will receive help.
(Compact Disc TR-1667)

Is your passport for eternity in order?
Do not neglect it—you may need it
sooner than you think.

[Guest Editorial—continued from p. 2]

such as burdens, social standings,
financial stability, sports, recreation,
and governmental concerns. If one is
not careful, these things will rob the
soul of rich fellowship with Christ.
Peter continued by discussing the
need of patience. Often a saint is
faced with trials, afflictions, and
financial distresses. No matter what
the issue is, one desires it to be over
quickly. When this does not happen
right away, many people become
impatient and begin to complain.
Many are unwilling to wait on God to
do His perfect work. Hebrews 10:36
tells us that "we have need of
patience." It takes time and effort to
develop a strong, spiritual experience.
Godliness is another important
quality that needs to be developed in
the Christian's everyday life. Titus
2:12 teaches that "denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly,
in this present world." Exercising
self-discipline against this world's

allurements is necessary. To live a
godly life, or being holy, demands a
strong prayer life. It requires one to
abhor, detest, and shun all known evil
practices.
Peter went on to tell us to
diligently add brotherly kindness.
Romans 12:10 instructs us to "Be
kindly affectioned one to another
with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another." At times, a
brother or a sister may go through a
dark place in his or her life. The
heartache or the problem can be
helped by speaking encouraging
words to that one or by doing a kind
deed.
In Peter's final exhortation he
instructed us to diligently show
charity, or love, first to God. Deuteronomy 10:12 reads, "And now, Israel,
what doth the LORD thy God require
of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God,
to walk in all his ways, and to love
him, and to serve the LORD thy God
with all thy heart and with all thy
soul." The motivating force behind
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your service to God is to be true love
and obedience. John 14:15 tells us,
"If ye love me, keep my commandments."
As Christians, we are to develop
a genuine love one to another also.
Jesus said in John 13:35, "By this
shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to
another." The world is waiting to see
a real manifestation of God's love.
Having love to one another manifests
the love of God and the Savior to the
world. When love is working in the
heart, it will dispel any hatred,
animosity, or ill will.
Peter climaxed this appeal by
saying that if you will allow these
characteristics to operate in you, you
will never be barren or unfruitful. On
the other hand, if you neglect to put
them into practice, you will soon
forget that you were once purged
from sin.
Selected
7

Habakkuk 3:2 O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the
years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.

Brother David Watson
An Unquenchable Fire
In Matthew, Chapter 3, we read
that John the Baptist came preaching
repentance. The Pharisees and the
Sadducees came out to his baptism.
Verse 7 reads, "But when he saw
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said
unto them, O generation of vipers,
who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come?"
John knew the prayer that
Habakkuk prayed concerning God
reviving His work in the midst of the
years, and he knew that revival
would not come overnight. He desired that God would have mercy in
8

the time of wrath. When God
manifests His wrath, it is a time
when He lays out judgment. John
was the forerunner of Jesus Christ,
and he realized that since the last
prophet had preached, it had been
approximately four hundred years
since God had spoken. They had not
heard the voice of God at all during
that time.
The pagans had a broad hold
upon the souls of the people. The
house of David was in obscurity and
sitting in darkness. In that darkness
the people were searching for light
and understanding. John came in the
Spirit, something like Elijah, preaching repentance. In so many words,
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he told the people: "Straighten your
paths and get ready, because One
who is mightier than I am is coming
after me, and He is coming with
wrath." If anyone is angry at sin, it is
God.
Our world is more tangled in sin
today than anytime that I have
known in my lifetime. I do not know
of any preacher who could name
every sin in which folks are involved. Every sin in sin's catalog is
working in families, in communities,
and even in many churches. The
hearts of the people are being darkened. Men and women are being
brought to depths of dark understanding in our time. We are living

in a day of spiritual lukewarmness.
John said Jesus was coming with
wrath. Matthew 3:10-12 reads: "And
now also the axe is laid unto the root
of the trees: therefore every tree
which bringeth not forth good fruit
is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance: but he that cometh after
me is mightier than I, whose shoes I
am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
and with fire. Whose fan is in his
hand, and he will thoroughly purge
his floor, and gather his wheat into
the garner; but he will burn up the
chaff with unquenchable fire." This
unquenchable fire is not a natural
fire. This is the fire of the Holy
Ghost; it is a divine fire! This is not
talking about natural acts, but rather
spiritual light.
In 2 Kings, Chapter 6, you can
read that the sons of the prophets
had borrowed an ax head. As one of
them was felling a tree, the ax head
fell off the handle and sank into the
water. The Prophet Elijah cut a stick
and tossed it into the water, and the
ax head floated. This was a type and
a figure of the rod of God, or the
sword of God, and the Spirit of God
that will elevate you by the Word of
God. The Prophet Isaiah, in Isaiah,
Chapter 2, spoke of all nations flowing into the house of God.
Going back to Matthew 3:12, it
talks about the chaff that God would
burn. He will burn away what has
hold of a human being. The chaff represents sin. Sin is that which needs
to be burned, and it needs to be
burned by the Word of God.
When Jesus sent the preacher to
preach, he was to preach, "Repent!"
Repentance is the only thing that
will cancel the wrath of God. You
see, when you are sinning and going
against the law of God, transgressing, or breaking the law of God, that
is chaff. The ax is to be laid at the
root of the tree. In other words, God
does not come and take only a part
of sin out of the soul. He starts down
where the root of sin is. God gets
hold of the root of sin and takes the
root of sin out of the soul. When

God saves you, He saves you from
the top of your head to the soles of
your feet. He burns out everything
that belongs to sin. God is not happy
with sin. I hear some people talk
about sin as if God only partly saved
them from sin. No, sir! When God
does a work, He does it well.
Holding to the Promises of God
Malachi was heading the people
for the hour when God was going to
fulfill His promise to the people. I
want to encourage you. A day is
coming when God is going to have a
revival. He is going to remind the
people again: "I have not forgotten
My work. I have not turned loose
from what I have ordained. I will
remember My work." God has kept
His eye upon the church. The church
is the apple of His eye. There may
be times when she has been crushed
out of sight, but she has always
come bursting through in the
beautiful sunlight of God when
God's Word is preached. He will
awaken her again and again, and an
old-time revival will break out at the
preaching of God's Word.
Malachi 4:4 reads, "Remember
ye the law of Moses my servant,
which I commanded unto him in
Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes
and judgments." Do not forget that
God called Moses, and He gave
Moses laws for the people of Israel.
He gave him commandments for the
people to live by.
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 states: "And
these words, which I command thee
this day, shall be in thine heart: And
thou shalt teach them diligently unto
thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up. And thou shalt bind
them for a sign upon thine hand, and
they shall be as frontlets between
thine eyes. And thou shalt write
them upon the posts of thy house,
and on thy gates." Also, God told
them to hear the Prophet Malachi as
the last one to speak before the
forerunner, John the Baptist, and tell
the children of Israel not to forget
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the laws of Moses.
The people of Israel were to
walk by faith and to keep the faith.
They were instructed to hold on to
the promises of God. God had
promised Abraham that He would
bless his seed as the sand of the sea
and as the stars of the heaven. The
stars of the Heaven, spiritually
speaking, did not shine until Jesus
died on the Cross and put the light
of heaven in the church, and God's
people began to shine again. In
essence, this prophet was saying:
"Moses has given you the Law.
Cling to the promises of God, and
He will bring a revival. He will walk
this earth and burn the chaff. He will
cleanse His garner, gather His
wheat, and add to His garner." Some
people thought it was all over, but it
was not over. Furthermore, it is not
over today. There is going to be a
revival again.
The Gospel of Repentance
Malachi 4:5 reads, "Behold, I
will send you Elijah the prophet
before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the LORD." What
was so dreadful about the coming of
the Lord? Why was it called that
since Malachi was prophesying to
Israel that there was a great and
dreadful day of the Lord? They had
never heard a man speak as that man
Jesus. They had never experienced
what they experienced with Jesus.
They had never experienced a revival as was coming in that day.
They had never experienced a fire
that would burn up the chaff,
cleanse the garner where the wheat
would be gathered, and move things
out of the path, move out kingdoms,
move out kings, and set up a kingdom. This is an everlasting kingdom.
Christ was going to build a
church that would prevail against all
the powers of hell. She is the great
Church of God. I want you to know
that the Prophet Malachi was giving
them a message: revival was coming
their way. So the prophet said in
Malachi 4:6, "And he shall turn the
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heart of the fathers to the children,
and the heart of the children to their
fathers, lest I come and smite the
earth with a curse."
John was preaching the Gospel
of repentance, and he said that One
coming after him was mightier than
he. John said he was not worthy to
stoop and unloose His shoes, and
Christ would do something for them
that had never been done for them.
He said Christ would baptize the
people with the Holy Ghost. Let me
remind you that the people had been
used to the old tabernacle. They had
been used to sacrificing turtle doves,
lambs, goats, and other offerings
that they would bring into the
temple.
The people had been used to the
priests going through ceremonies
and rituals and rolling their sins
ahead for one year at a time. However, there was a dullness and a
darkness in the house of David, but
when the Son of God came, He was
going to illuminate their path. He
was going to shine light upon their
souls, lift them up, and give them an
inward experience. Then people
would not have to run to the old
tabernacle and take an animal sacrifice. They would not need to see a
priest, but they could talk to Christ
and He would lift them out of the
miry clay, set their feet upon the
Solid Rock, put a new song in their
hearts, and give them a born-again
experience.
Jesus Brought New Life
Jesus began to preach the
Gospel of the kingdom Himself in
Mark 1:14. How far did this reach?
As He preached the Gospel of the
kingdom, John, Chapter 3, lets us
know that it reached up to the
Sanhedrin court. A counselor there
by the name of Nicodemus came to
see Jesus by night and inquired of
Him. Nicodemas said, in so many
words: "I know that You are a
teacher who has come from God. No
man can do the works that You have
done unless He has come from
God." Nicodemus had the evidence,
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the knowledge, and the wisdom of
God.
Paul taught in 1 Corinthians,
Chapters 1 and 2, that Jesus Christ is
the wisdom of God and the power of
God. He preached this to the people,
and Nicodemus had witnessed this.
Jesus replied to Nicodemus in John
3:3, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God."
Nicodemus did not understand that.
The law around there was the high
priest. They had their offerings and
their ceremonies. However, Jesus
was not preaching literal things but
rather heavenly things to start a
revival and move souls in the
direction of having a personal experience with God. Therefore, He
told Nicodemus that he had to be
born again. Jesus went on to say that
the wind blows where it wills, yet
you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes, and so it is
with everyone who is born again.
When you get saved, you will
not have to ask the preacher or go
home and ask your wife if you are
saved. You will know that you are
saved. There is an experience in
being saved. The things that you
used to love you will hate, and you
will get out of the sinful things that
you used to be involved in. You will
quit the drug business. You will get
out of the beer business. You will no
longer partake of alcohol. You will
stop whispering, backbiting, and
tongue lashing. The old carnal man
will die. Everything sinful about you
will die, and God will resurrect you
with the fire of the Holy Ghost.
When God resurrects you to new
life, you will have a fire in your
bosom, and no one will have to tell
you about it. Thank God, you will
know it is real. There is an experience in old-time salvation.
Jesus worked many miracles,
and the Gospel writers recorded
what they had seen and witnessed
with their own eyes. They had seen
Jesus heal the sick, raise the dead,
open blind eyes, and turn water into
wine. They saw Jesus take the fish
and the loaves of bread and feed
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thousands. His disciples saw Him
walk on the water. He taught them
about the kingdom. He is the
Messiah. He is the One who is burning the chaff and gathering His
wheat into His garner.
Preaching the Judgments of God
Jesus taught many things by
parable. In Matthew, Chapter 13,
Jesus spoke a parable about tares
being sown among the wheat. He
told them in the parable not to gather
the tares until it was time for the
harvest, lest they uproot the wheat
also. Then in the harvest He would
gather the tares, bundle them, and
cast them into the fire. Jesus said in
verse 39, "The enemy that sowed
them is the devil; the harvest is the
end of the world; and the reapers are
the angels."
When the disciples were walking by faith and following Jesus, in
essence, Jesus said to them: "I have
much more to say to you, but you
cannot bear it now. After the Holy
Ghost comes, He will make the
difference. That will be the day
when God will really put revival in
motion and will turn the world right
side up." He will show the world
that He, Jesus Christ, is the Son of
the Living God.
In Luke 24:49 Jesus talked to
His disciples about going to Jerusalem. He said, "And, behold, I send
the promise of my Father upon you:
but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem,
until ye be endued with power from
on high." They went there, and of
course, the natural Jews were still
looking for the kingdom. They did
not understand that Jesus was not a
political king but rather the spiritual
King. Peter and others tried to help
them get straight on the matter. Peter
told them of the patriarchs and of
David's tomb, and then he reached
back and talked about the Prophet
Joel. Joel had prophesied that God
was going to pour out His Spirit
upon all flesh, and he said that their
sons and their daughters would
prophesy.
According to Revelation 19:10,

the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy. Peter preached what John
preached, and he preached what
Jesus preached: "Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts
2:38). They were going the wrong
way, so Peter said, "Save yourselves
from this untoward generation"
(Acts 2:40).
How can you save yourself? Do
not go the same way that the world
goes, but repent. What is repentance? You must turn away from all
that is wrong and go with everything
that is right with a heart that has
gotten rid of all the sin on the inside
and the outside, from the top of your
head to the soles of your feet. In
Acts, Chapter 1, when the one
hundred twenty met in the Upper
Room to wait for the promise of the
Father, Jesus sent the fire of the
Holy Ghost. Acts 2:3 says, "And
there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them." I believe that
was an old-time revival, and it
worked through the wrath of God
through preaching of the judgments
of God.
Burning Up the Chaff
In Acts, Chapter 4, you can read
that many heard the Word of God
and believed, and this time five
thousand souls were saved. In Acts,
Chapter 5, you can read about some
of them being put in jail and
whipped. On other occasions they
were questioned and ordered out of
town. They did not run; they went to
their own company, told it to one
another, and prayed. In Acts 4:25
they asked God the question, "Why
did the heathen rage, and the people
imagine vain things?" In verse 30
they continued, "By stretching forth
thine hand to heal; and that signs
and wonders may be done by the
name of thy holy child Jesus."
Peter went down the street and
healed the sick. Lame people took
up their beds and walked after just

the shadow of Peter passed over
them. Do you believe that God is
still the same God? He is still the
same today, and He will do the same
work today! God said He would
pour out His spirit upon all flesh. He
pours it out on the sinner to bring
him to repentance. He shortens his
bed and narrows his covers, so to
speak. He puts judgment to the line
and lets water overflow the hiding
place. Why does He do it? It will
drive away the refuge of lies, burn
the chaff, and bring a person to repentance with God. You see, He
works wrath, and wrath works
revival.
After these days, Paul made his
journey to Rome. He said in Romans
1:18, "For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness." What is that? It is truth
and error.
Those people knew about Jesus
and His work. They had a knowledge of Him. He had done enough
to save the whole world, but those
people were trying to set the Godhead like the creatures around them.
They wanted to do that because of
their lustful passions. Men were
going after men, and women were
going after women. They had lost
their natural affection. This took
place not only in that day, but it is
also taking place in this day.
We used to call a person who
was happy "gay," but now the
Sodomites have taken the word and
call themselves gay. They are not
happy; they are filled with lust. They
are filled with chaff. They are filled
with what the Holy Ghost will burn
up because they refuse to repent.
They know better. Leviticus says
that if a man lies with a man, it is an
abomination in the eyes of God.
What was sin then is still sin today.
Those people had sown sin, and they
saw what God had done.
Have you ever heard people say,
"That preacher burned me up"? It is
not the preacher that burned them.
When a man of God is preaching the
Word of God, it is the Word of God
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that burns a person. It does not burn
one so much as it burns what has
hold of that individual. Sinner
friend, you are in the middle of sin,
no matter which way you are pitching your tent. The devil has you
among chaff, and what you need to
do is hear the Word of God, repent,
and remember that the judgment of
God is against it; then get out of
there. You need to let God start a
revival in your soul. You need to
come to God. I believe a revival
helps everybody.
Walking in the Light
In Revelation, Chapter 12, you
can read that a war was starting
against the church in the morning
time. Verse 1 says, "And there
appeared a great wonder in heaven;
a woman clothed with the sun, and
the moon under her feet, and upon
her head a crown of twelve stars."
The woman represents the church.
Her crown represents the grace
dispensation with the lights of
heaven. The moon, which represents
the Law of the old covenant, is
under her feet. She is clothed in the
Sun. The chaff, which was claiming
the garner and would not allow the
wheat to get in, was standing to
oppose the Church of God. The
dragon stood to devour her child as
soon as her child was born. This
child is a man child, and a man child
does not lose his name. The Church
of God does not lose its name. It is
the same in persecution as it is out
of persecution. She is still the
Church of the Living God.
This dragon that was warring
against the church was cast out. This
is taking place in "heaven," but you
must realize that this is figurative
language. It is not God's eternal
Heaven. You can read in 2 Corinthians 12:1-3 there are three heavens. Ephesians 2:6 tells us, "And
hath raised us up together, and made
us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus." When the dragon was
cast down, he issued out of his
mouth a flood after the woman. The
woman is the church, the bride, the
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Lamb's wife. The devil is after the
church, folks. Why is he after the
church? He wants to keep her from
winning souls to Christ. He wants to
subdue the saints and cause them to
become lukewarm. The devil wants
to bring you to a dark place where
you do not have understanding.
Isaiah 50:10-11 says: "Who is
among you that feareth the LORD,
that obeyeth the voice of his servant,
that walketh in darkness, and hath
no light? let him trust in the name of
the LORD, and stay upon his God.
Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that
compass yourselves about with
sparks: walk in the light of your fire,
and in the sparks that ye have
kindled. This shall ye have of mine
hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow."
You need to stay with the church
regardless of what comes or goes;
stay on board. She is the only one
that will have a revival. I thank God
for the church!
Jesus said in Luke 6:48, "He is
like a man which built an house, and
digged deep, and laid the foundation
on a rock: and when the flood arose,
the stream beat vehemently upon
that house, and could not shake it:
for it was founded upon a rock." He
knew the flood was coming, and He
warned people of it. Daniel
prophesied of that flood.
In Revelation 8:8 you can read
of the sounding of the second
trumpet. The church that was on
the mountain went down into the
sea. A third part of the ships were
destroyed, a third part of the
creatures in the sea that had life
died, and a third part of the water
became bitter. If you leave off truth
and righteousness, you are going to
get bitter.
Paul told Timothy that ships
are used to transport merchandise.
Whenever they backslid on faith,
they lost a ship. If you lose the ship,
you, too, will backslide on faith.
You have to keep believing in God
if you are going through. In all those
dark days that she rode, she was
riding in a dark and troubling time.
The church has a leader. God is the
leader of His people. He saved man
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at the beginning.
I believe that God used John
Wycliff and John Huss. No sooner
than that beast began to speak out of
his mouth as a dragon, the system
was added, and God moved out of
her and moved His people on. God
organized the church, so man must
not stick his fingers in. We do not
need man's decree; we need God's
decree. If we are going to have a
revival, we must have it God's way.
When people come to the place
of ceremonies, written decrees, and
committees, where does the Holy
Ghost have room to work? Men
need to move out of the way and let
God lead the church. If we are going
to have revival, we have to listen to
the Holy Ghost. We have to let Him
have His place in the church. He is
the Third Person in the Godhead,
and He is to lead and guide us in the
truth and in the righteousness of
God. He will do His job if we let
Him do it. God wants a revival.
What did God say? He said in Isaiah
2:22, "Cease ye from man, whose
breath is in his nostrils." We cannot
build on man. We have to build on
God.
Time for Revival
Revelation 16:1 states, "And I
heard a great voice out of the temple
saying to the seven angels, Go your
ways, and pour out the vials of the
wrath of God upon the earth." Who
are they? Revelation 15:1-3 reads:
"And I saw another sign in heaven,
great and marvellous, seven angels
having the seven last plagues; for in
them is filled up the wrath of God.
And I saw as it were a sea of glass
mingled with fire: and them that had
gotten the victory over the beast, and
over his image, and over his mark,
and over the number of his name,
stand on the sea of glass, having the
harps of God. And they sing the
song of Moses the servant of God,
and the song of the Lamb, saying,
Great and marvellous are thy works,
Lord God Almighty; just and true
are thy ways, thou King of saints."
These are the ones who have the
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authority of God. This is the Church
of God. These are people who have
victory over everything. They came
out of Egypt and crossed the Red
Sea under the leadership of Moses
with God's high hand leading them,
and they sang the song of deliverance. They stand on the Word of
God. They sing a song to the Lamb
because they have victory over the
beast, his image, his mark, his
number, and his name. They have
the power of God in a revival of
God, putting out the wrath of God,
and preaching the judgment of God.
Men and women should free
themselves from every ism, every
schism, and every sin. They should
come to God and walk in the righteousness of God.
When you do that, no man has
June bug strings on you. If you do
not understand what I mean by that,
let me explain. When I was a little
boy, we had to make what we
played with. We would swing on
vines, make our own wagon, use a
car tire for a car, and ride a stick for
a horse. When summertime came,
we would catch June bugs, tie a
string around one of their legs, and
play with them.
It is time for a revival to start. It
is time that we let God have full
control. Jesus said in Matthew 18:9,
"And if thine eye offend thee, pluck
it out." In Mark 9:43 He said, "And
if thy hand offend thee, cut it off." It
is time to stand where God stands
and where Truth and righteousness
are. Let the church be the church!
Let us have an old-fashioned, Holy
Ghost sent revival. God will send it
if we will obey Him. Praise the
Lord!
In Revelation, Chapter 19, you
can read about a rider on a white
horse, and on his clothing is written,
"KING OF KINGS, AND LORD
OF LORDS," and it is the Word of
God. His army follows Him in
heaven.
Take Your Stand With God
We do not leave the church to
fight. You may question my use of

the word fight. Ephesians 6:11 tells
us to put on the whole armor of
God, which is to protect us in the
battle. Paul said the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God. What are we fighting
for? Paul let us know in 1
Corinthians, Chapter 3, there is one
foundation. There God is going to
try every man's works, and that
which will burn is going to burn.
You do not need to build and work
for the things that are going to be
burned.
When you hear the Truth, it is a
call to come out of false religion.
Revelation 18:4 says, "Come out of
her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues." You
need to take your stand with God
and let Him be God. The best meal
that you will ever have is when you
put your feet under God's table and
eat the Word of God. It will bring a
revival. John had been sent out to an
island called Patmos, and God used
that place to visit John. He showed
John some of the greatest truths that
man has ever seen. Are you glad that
you have a Living God and not a

dead one? I am glad that He is still
alive!
Revelation 10:2 reads, "And he
had in his hand a little book open:
and he set his right foot upon the
sea, and his left foot on the earth."
Verse 9 tells us: "And I went unto
the angel, and said unto him, Give
me the little book. And he said unto
me, Take it, and eat it up; and it
shall make thy belly bitter, but it
shall be in thy mouth sweet as
honey."
The church is alive and well,
and she is on the move. She needs to
be fed, and a man of God must eat
the Book so he can feed her. This is
what it will take to strengthen you.
If you are weak, you need strength.
In Isaiah 52:1-2 you can read
that Isaiah said: "Awake, awake; put
on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the
holy city: for henceforth there shall
no more come into thee the
uncircumcised and the unclean.
Shake thyself from the dust; arise,
and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose
thyself from the bands of thy neck,
O captive daughter of Zion." We
must preach the Word of God and

let the church be the church.
If you are lost, won't you come
to Christ and get saved? Sinner, I
want you to look at what Jesus did
for you on the Cross of Calvary.
Look at those hands that took the
nails so that you could lift up holy
hands. Look at the head that was
crowned with thorns so that you
could be crowned with honor. Look
at the feet that had spikes driven
through them so that you could walk
in the steps of the crucified Savior,
being crucified to the world and the
world crucified to you. Look at His
side that the sword opened. His
blood can put life and joy and peace
in your body and can become God's
tabernacle, God's house.
God wants to live in your heart,
sinner friend. He will live there if
you will let Him. Won't you pray
and say: "Lord, I've had enough of
sin. I've had enough of this
foolishness. I'm coming home. I
want You to save me and forgive
me." God will do that very thing for
you.
(Cassette C-5166E)

GOD'S MEDICINE CHEST
For the BLUES.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . read Psalm 27
For an EMPTY PURSE. . . . . . . . . . . . . read Psalm 37
If DISCOURAGED about work. . . . . . read Psalm 128
If people seem UNKIND to you. . . . . . . read John 15
If you are losing CONFIDENCE
in someone. . . . . . . . read 1 Corinthians 13
If you cannot have YOUR
OWN WAY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . read James 3
If you are all OUT OF SORTS.. . . . . read Hebrews 12
For a TRAVELING COMPANION. . . . . read Psalm 121
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Are You
Overcoming
Temptations?

Since you are going to be
tempted, it is of the greatest importance to you to know how to
overcome temptations. There is
one lesson to learn that is of
supreme importance in overcoming temptation, and that is to
learn that Christ is all and that
without Him you cannot do
anything. "Without me ye can do
nothing" is the way Jesus stated
this wonderful truth in John 15:5.
Reflect on your utter weakness to
cope with so wise and powerful an
adversary as the devil, and at the
very outset of your Christian life
learn to depend on Christ to make
you able to overcome.
In a conflict like the fight of
faith, the Christian conflict, it is of
supreme consequence that you
should be in a stronghold or fortress that cannot be taken. You are
in such a fortress. "The name of
the LORD is a strong tower: the
righteous runneth into it, and is
safe" (Proverbs 18:10). This
fortress, or this stronghold, that
cannot be taken is Jesus. You are
in Him. As long as you stay within
the stronghold, you will be safe.
Satan will use all the wiles and arts
he can command to get you outside Christ's stronghold so as to be
able to fight you on the open plain
by yourself. If the devil succeeds,
you will almost certainly be
wo unded, probably killed,
spiritually. Therefore, you need to
settle it in your heart that you are
never going to desert Christ, but in
every temptation nestle closer into
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His arms of protection and trust
Him the more fully to fight for you
and to preserve you.
Learning to fight temptations
by faith is the second lesson to
learn. Chiefly, this faith is to be in
Jesus Christ. It is He who has
overcome evil and the world. It is
He who has won the victory, and
from Him alone can we receive
power and dominion over the
enemy. You are to believe in a
most literal way that Christ is able
fully to keep you from sin. There
must not be the least doubt
allowed in your heart but that He
will carry you through.
If such doubts come along, you
must resist those doubts and the
temptations, for those are
temptations of the most deadly
kind. It is not sinful to have
momentary doubts. Almost every
Christian has momentary doubts,
but these are not harmful if cast
out at once. To allow doubts to
stay until you doubt the power and
the grace of God to help and to
keep you is virtually like going
outside the fortress to battle the
foe alone in your own strength.
"This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith"
(1 John 5:4). When a temptation
assails you, you need to take it to
the Lord. You must gather in your
thoughts and set them on seeking a
way out of that temptation, or of
overcoming it. If you will trust
God, you will overcome it.
You must also have faith in
yourself. I am not speaking of
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presumptuous self-confidence or
of selfish pride in your own
powers and abilities, but rather I
am talking about faith in your
good motives, in your acceptance
of Jesus, and in your ability
through Christ to win over every
temptation. A Christian is a soldier, and a soldier must fight and
win the victory over temptation.
This is the result of intelligent
fighting, coupled with faith in the
Lord. The victory is won by cooperation. You must do your part,
manfully trusting God to do His
part and, lo, the battle will be won
almost before you know it. Have
enough faith in yourself to know
that you are decidedly on God's
side and expect, by God's grace, to
win the goal in the end.
One other thing you must learn
is to resist. "Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you," said James
in James 4:7b. Do not expect the
devil to go away from you by
asking him to. He is not a gentleman and cannot be treated as one.
He is to be resisted strongly, faithfully, heroically, steadfastly, and
unceremoniously. You should not
give him any place at all. You
must dismiss forthwith whatever
he brings, deal with him as you
would a venomous serpent or a
mad dog, commanding him in the
name of Jesus to depart. Begin at
once, at the start of your Christian
life, to pattern after Jesus. He
resisted the devil when He was in
the wilderness and on the mount of
temptation. He said, "Get thee be-

hind me, Satan" and "Get thee
hence, Satan," and the devil left
Him, not to stay, indeed, but to
come back. What did Jesus care if
Satan did come back when He
knew He could resist him and he
would flee again!
Moreover, dear young
Christian, you must learn to resist
small, foxy temptations just as you
do the big ones. One time a brother
related how he had been delivered
from the tobacco habit. After his
deliverance, he was in a place and
smelled a cigar that was being
smoked by another person, and he
inwardly remarked on its fragrance. Again, he was where there
was one, and he was surprised
when he thought of the time when
the tobacco smelled so good and
he did not resist the idea.

Had he resisted the first
deceiving temptation, he would
not have suffered the great
temptation he next had. He fell
under a strong temptation but did
not yield, and so did not sin. A
temptation is a temptation, and the
size has nothing to do with it. Any
question that has a moral value or
issue can be decided in only one
way, if condemnation is to be
avoided. Like the old saying, "If
you take care of the dimes, the
dollars will take care of themselves." Therefore, if you take
good care not to yield to the little
temptations, the bigger ones will
not be hard to deal with.
Still another thing on this line
is that a fall is rarely occasioned by
one great temptation. There is
most generally a yielding of small

points, a neglecting of little socalled "no harms," that blunts the
edge of one's resistance to sin.
This may continue for some time,
and then some larger temptation
comes against which the soul
cannot or does not prevail. Solomon tells of the little foxes that
spoil the vines, and that is a good
illustration of the little sins that
ruin the soul. Hence, in the early
days and weeks of your new experience, nothing is of more
importance than that you learn to
resist temptation with all your soul
and never stop until that temptation is gone and has lost all its
power over you.

Another
beautiful
camp
meeting began at the Church of
God
Wednes d ay
evening,
December 28, 2016, at 7 o'clock
p.m. The meeting was very well
attended as saints gathered to
worship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness. Brother Michael Wilks
brought the service to order and
welcomed everyone to the meeting
at God's Acres. After prayer, the
congregation sang the old familiar
song entitled "Opening Song,"
which begins, "Once again we
come to the house of God, To
unite. . . ." What a privilege it was
to be in these wonderful services
and to be blessed by the sweet
presence of God's Spirit!
Brother David Stegmeier was
the evening evangelist through
Friday. He began with the stirring
message entitled "Our Moral
Obligation to Love." His next
message addressed the subject of
"The Need for Christian Mentors."
Friday night he encouraged our
hearts with the thought, "Don't
Lose Hope." Each of these timely
sermons was sent to stir our minds

in the way of remembrance.
On Thursday morning Brother
Michael
Wilks delivered
an
outstanding message entitled "Till
Death Do Us Part." Brother Richard
Talbot stirred our minds in his
unique way with the thought, "Our
Responsibility to the Body of
Christ." Then, Saturday morning,
Brother Leamon Whitehead spoke
on the subject of "Giving the More
Earnest Heed." Saturday evening
Brother Josh Thilmony told us of
the need of being "Planted in
Zion." Then Sunday morning
Brother Thilmony instructed us to
"Kiss the Son." Brother James
Presley finished the meeting with
the message entitled "Is Your Light
Going to Burn Out or Be Blown
Out?" These messages are most
vital for the day and time in which
we live. God is using His servants
to sound forth the Truth in an
endeavor to prepare our hearts for
eternity. We are thankful that at
the close of the services, souls
bowed in prayer, seeking to have
their needs met.
Each afternoon Brother Reggie

Stegmeier brought a series of
lessons on Christian character. He
furnished the saints with solid,
sound, instructions regarding this
subject. In these lessons Brother
Reggie Stegmeier taught on the
following topics: Introduction to
Christian Character, Strength of
Character,
Building
Christian
Character, and Suffering: God's
Means for Perfecting Character.
Also, each afternoon Sister
Karen Wilks presided over a Bible
School program for the younger
children. The theme for the Bible
School was "Tin Pan Alley." This
subject taught the children good,
moral lessons that included
spiritual principals. It is vitally
important to teach our children
about Christ and righteous living.
We would like to remind our
readers that the sermons, the lessons, and the music CD's may be
purchased. You will find a list on
page 27 of this issue. Please mail
your request to: The Gospel
Trumpeter, CD Ministry, 675 N.
Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055, or
call the print shop at 740-345-1312.
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2 Thessalonians 3:10 For even
when we were with you, this we
commanded you, that if any would
not work, neither should he eat.
11 For we hear that there are
some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are

busybodies.
12 Now them that are such we
command and exhort by our Lord
Jesus Christ, that with quietness
they work, and eat their own bread.
13 But ye, brethren, be not
weary in well doing.

14 And if any man obey not our
word by this epistle, note that man,
and have no company with him, that
he may be ashamed.
15 Yet count him not as an
enemy, but admonish him as a
brother.

Brother Paul Prinkey
Words of Caution
Regarding Meddling
I would like to share with you a
little of the history behind the Epistle of 2 Thessalonians. The Apostle
Paul was writing the second letter in
response to what had happened after
he wrote the first letter, which was
about three months prior. After he
wrote the first letter, he began to
admonish the people about the return of the Lord. Many people in
16

that day thought that Jesus' return
was going to be very soon, so because of their misunderstanding,
some quit their jobs and began to
live off the wealth of other Christian
family members. After a while, they
began to spend time gossiping and
stirring up problems.
As a result, the Apostle Paul
responded by writing another letter
to address the problem. In our
Scripture text, he was giving them
admonition about what to do with
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those people who would not work.
Indeed, this problem is very real and
goes on all the time. A busybody is
someone who does not mind his or
her own business. A busybody gossips and has his or her nose in the
affairs of others. I do not have an ax
to grind, so to speak. This message
is coming as words of caution.
Proverbs 26:17 says, "He that
passeth by, and meddleth with strife
belonging not to him, is like one that
taketh a dog by the ears." Can you

imagine that? I have a dog that is
part pit bull and part black lab, and
you could rough house with him, but
if you were to mess around with his
ears, he would start snapping at you.
I can just imagine what it would be
like if I took hold of him by both
ears with his teeth in my face. The
proverbial writer Solomon said that
when someone meddles in somebody else's business, it is like taking
a dog by his ears.
A person who is a busybody
takes needless trouble to be meddling in other people's affairs and to
be curious pertaining to things and
ideas that are none of his or her
business. First Timothy 5:13 reads,
"And withal they learn to be idle,
wandering about from house to
house; and not only idle, but tattlers
also and busybodies, speaking
things which they ought not."
The Apostle Paul was referring
to young widows who had turned
against Jesus Christ and married.
The thought that I want to focus on
is the characteristics that he refers to
of someone who is a busybody. A
busybody is often idle, moving
about from house to house discussing other people's private matters. A
busybody speaks things that he or
she ought not to.
I want to clear up a misconception that some people have about
gossip. Sometimes people think that
gossip is only when people are telling lies, but that is a misconception.
More often than not, gossiping has
to do with people who are telling the
truth about private matters; they are
meddling. A brother said he met a
fellow once who told him, "Now,
you boys listen up, because I am
only going to tell this once; I do not
repeat gossip."
First Peter 4:15 states, "But let
none of you suffer as a murderer, or
as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a
busybody in other men's matters." I
want you to notice the company in
which he places a busybody. He said
not to suffer as a murderer, as a
thief, as an evildoer, or as a busybody. That is awfully stiff, is it not?
You ought to mind your own busi-

ness and stop watching what other
people are doing.
The end result of a busybody is
a profitless and worthless lifestyle.
You will spin your wheels, so to
speak, and accomplish nothing
good. God did not make you an
inspector or a policeman over other
people's affairs. God did not make
you a policeman or an inspector
over other members of your congregation. The pastor has the biblical
right to inspect what you are doing;
he is a God-given overseer to the
body of Christ. However, the members are not one another's policemen
or inspectors. This is where people
make a mistake and get into trouble.
They meddle into other people's
affairs. You need to have your mind
renewed by God's Holy Spirit. If
you will do that, you can work quietly and stay focused on your own
business and not pry into the affairs
of others.
Traits of a Busybody
I would like to deal with some
traits of a busybody. You might
have thought that being a busybody
was just being nosy, but there are
more characteristics that qualify a
person as a busybody than being
nosy. Knowing the traits of a busybody can help you to detect if it is in
your life or it can help you to detect
if it is in somebody else's life whom
you need to avoid.
First of all, a busybody is a
volunteer. Now, that may sound
positive on the surface, but a busybody volunteers opinions that are
not asked for and are not needed.
Maybe you did not ask for it, but
somebody is going to tell you what
he or she thinks, and that person is
going to make sure that you hear
him or her. That person wants to get
your attention.
A person who is a busybody is a
meddler, someone who interferes or
intrudes into someone else's business. Coming up through life, you
might have heard someone say,
"Mind your own business." Why did
someone say that? Well, that person
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was meddling and getting into
someone else's business.
A busybody is inconsiderate. He
or she does not have any sense of
what to say or how to maintain good
relations and ends up becoming
offensive. A busybody offends other
people by what he or she says. That
individual does not have any sense
of what it takes to maintain good
relationships, so he or she ends up
getting into other people's affairs
and someone gets offended. He or
she is like a bull in a china shop, so
to speak. He or she goes about not
caring or not worrying about what
kind of damage is being done. Have
you ever seen somebody traveling
down a road driving erratically?
Everybody else tries to avoid that
driver. That person does not even
know what he or she is doing. This
is what happens with a busybody.
A busybody is someone who
pries. That person wants to know
everything about everybody else
because it makes him or her feel
important. The Bible says if a man
thinks himself to be something when
he is nothing, he deceives himself.
There is something about having
knowledge that makes a person feel
empowered. For that reason, such a
person begins to pry to find out what
is going on. A busybody is somebody who is annoying.
Sometimes that person will wear
you out when you have had all you
can stand. You are ready to move
on, but that individual may not want
to. Although you do not have any
desire to hear what that person has
to say, he or she is so filled with
self-importance that the individual is
going to make sure he or she has
your attention while telling you
everything that is on his or her mind.
This causes problems.
How to Stop a Busybody
What can you say to stop a
busybody? I have come up with a
few things that might help you. One
is, you can tell that person you do
not have time for this, and that is the
truth. As a child of God working for
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the Lord to win souls, there is
enough to do without listening to
somebody be self-important. Two is,
you can say, "Let's change the
subject and talk about something
different." Or you can say: "Let's go
talk to the person that you are saying
this about." I have found that one
works well.
Oftentimes a busybody will stop
talking to you but not others. That
person may not call or spend time
with you anymore. Sometimes a
person will be persistent and will be
unrelenting, even though you try to
discourage him or her. He or she
will not listen. Sometimes you have
to get a little stronger in your
response and say, "You ought to be
ashamed of yourself." Sometimes
that does not stop a person and you
really have to be blunt and say,
"You have a loose tongue."
You may say, "Well, then you
would offend that person." What
that person says is offensive, so you
did not start this, but you should do
what you can to stop it. Another
thing you could say is, "If I agreed
with what you are saying, that would
make both of us wrong."
A busybody stirs up problems,
and a busybody is offensive. One
reason that a busybody talks about
others is that person has inadequacies. If he or she talks about other
people, then maybe you will not
notice those inadequacies. The fear
that gets hold of a person, sometimes because of his or her inadequacies, will cause that individual to
be offensive and go on the attack.
Sometimes that person is easily angered and will attack you with
words. Many other faults can bring
this on, including jealousy, hatred,
resentment, envy, bitterness, or ill
will. A person's life becomes poisoned with these faults, and he or
she talks to cover those inadequacies
by talking about others. If you resist
or reject what that person is saying,
that individual may attack you. You
might become the object of the
busybody's conversation.
What can you do to hold this
off? Well, you can say some of the
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things that I just told you, but one
thing you need to be sure to do is
examine your own life and make
sure your own life is right with God.
You need to make sure that you do
not get caught up in what that person is talking about. A busybody
may catch you broadside with his or
her attack. There is a reason why
that happens. That person knows
what he or she is going to say and
do. When that person attacks, it will
automatically put you on the defensive. Have you ever found yourself
in one of those situations? It seems
like somebody is throwing baseballs
at you ninety miles an hour, and all
you can do is try to bat them back.
This is all in defense of yourself, but
that person has the advantage because he or she chooses the place of
the attack, what he or she is going to
say, and what he or she is going to
do.
Be Wary of the Devil's Snares
A busybody asks inappropriate
questions and goes on "fishing
expeditions," so to speak, to find out
information. Today our society has
made this possible. It is so easy for
people to find out about other
people's personal affairs. This is one
reason I say this is a message of
caution. It is so easy to get caught up
in other people's business. It is so
easy to find out about other people.
You can get on a computer, a smart
phone, an iPad, or a tablet and find
out about other people's lives.
The devil can use those tools to
infect your life and to get you to
concentrate on what others are
involved in and not focus on your
own life. It is a trap that the devil
lays. The Apostle Paul warned about
the wiles of the devil. He lays snares
in places, and often it seems so
innocent in the beginning. It is a
human tendency to want to know
information.
Children, from the time they
begin to crawl, are always exploring
new things and getting into trouble.
That is the reason mothers have to
chase after them and keep track of
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them all the time, constantly telling
them no.
Discipline equals a healthy
Christian experience. If you do not
have good discipline in your Christian experience, you are going to get
into trouble without a doubt. It is
just a matter of time. You may not
be in trouble today, but it is going to
happen because you have to discipline yourself. Self-discipline is one
of the biggest things lacking in
Christian lives. Some people cannot
stop themselves from doing things
that they should not be doing, and it
results in trouble. If you lack discipline in your life, may God help
you. I thank God for His faithfulness. God is right there to discipline
us.
The Hebrew writer said that if
you do not have discipline or
chastisement, you are as a bastard
child having no father. God gives
discipline, and when He says no, He
means no. He does not raise His
voice the next time and say: "I
thought I told you no! How many
times do I have to tell you? This is
the last time I am telling you." I
thank God for His faithfulness to
keep us from getting into trouble.
The devil is roaming about as a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour. He does not show any respect of persons. No one is exempt.
The Bible says every man is tempted
when he is drawn away of his own
lust and enticed. Peter said to resist
the devil steadfastly in the faith.
This takes self-discipline. You have
to know what God's will is for your
life, and every time the devil comes
around to tempt you, you should say
no, and then stick to it. You should
not say no one time and then say you
will think about it later. You must
say no every time the devil comes
knocking. Do not let the devil get
the advantage of you. Paul said not
to give place to the devil.
Resisting Temptation
Our society has taught us that
some people's personal affairs are
fair game to everyone. People do not

hesitate to ask others about private
matters that are absolutely none of
their business. How many times has
somebody asked you a very personal
question? That person has no right,
but our society has made it easier for
people to do this today. Things
which would not have been spoken
of behind closed doors, let alone in
public, are now a matter of public
knowledge.
Just because we have the ability
to learn about other people's lives
does not give us the right to know
those things. If you have friends or
family that voluntarily share their
dreams, their ideas, and their secrets
with you, they are trusting you to
keep them safe, so you should not
violate their trust.
Sometimes a busybody will ask
questions so he or she can tell
others. One distinguishing characteristic about a question is that it
demands an answer. However, some
questions do not need to be answered. I have worked with some
rough, ungodly, uncouth men who
held nothing sacred. They would ask
or say anything. I have been asked
some rude, personal questions, and
I have chosen not to answer. When
I say I did not answer, I just gave
them the silent treatment. After they
asked several times and realized
they were not going to get an
answer, they stopped asking.
There are ways to handle
inappropriate questions. One way is
to tell the inquirer that it is none of
his or her business, which is putting
it bluntly and honestly. Sometimes
you can tell people that is not a topic
open for conversation. If they are

asking you about someone else, a
good way to respond is to say, "You
will have to talk to him about that."
You would be better off not to
volunteer information that you are
unsure of. Let that person answer for
himself.
Most of the time, I have found
that people will not go and talk to
the person about whom they want
the information. That is the reason
they talk to others about it. Most of
them are not bold enough to go directly to that person, although some
busybodies are that bold.
You need to be sure to resist the
temptation of being a busybody.
Now, you do not have to possess all
the traits of a busybody. It only takes
one to qualify you. Peter said in 1
Peter 4:16, "Yet if any man suffer as
a Christian, let him not be ashamed;
but let him glorify God on this behalf."
Sometimes you are going to
suffer in this life. You are going to
have to endure temptation and
persecution, but do not suffer as a
busybody. You must resist that
temptation. Paul said not to be
ignorant of Satan's devices. The
devil likes to work, and if he can get
you sidetracked and focused on
other people's lives instead of your
own, he will do it. Why? As long as
you are focusing on other people's
lives, you are not as focused on your
own life as you should be; then you
will get into spiritual trouble. The
devil will take advantage of you.
You must resist him, and he will flee
from you.
First John 4:4 reads, "Ye are of
God, little children, and have

overcome them: because greater is
he that is in you, than he that is in
the world." God has given us the
answers about busybodies. Do not
allow the devil to turn you into a
busybody. Whatever it takes, you
need to fight it off. I have found that
it is better to resist the devil and
yield yourself to God than to let the
devil have his way.
One of the biggest enemies that
we face in the church is the busybody. May God help you when you
are on the computer, your iPad, or
your smartphone to resist the urge to
be a busybody. You need to ask God
to help you to resist the temptation.
Do not let the devil trap you. If the
devil gets hold of your life, he will
ruin everything that is good in you.
It is his job to steal, to kill, and to
destroy.
The devil does not have any
redeeming characteristics. He has
not changed the way he works. He
still tempts and draws people away
with the same old tricks that worked
on Adam and Eve: the lust of the
eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the
pride of life. You must watch out for
the snares, listen to your pastor, and
obey him. Whenever somebody has
something evil to say against him,
you ought to resist that person and
say, "Let's go talk to him about
that." You will find out that you will
put the devil to flight, and people
too. I trust that God will help you. I
trust that you will resist the devil
and keep the victory.
(Compact Disc TR-1690)

In the strait and narrow way,
all traffic is one way.
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The greatest decision you will
ever make is to allow God to have
full control of your life. I am so
glad that I made that decision. God
wants everyone to willingly love
and serve Him. God so guided my
path to bring me to Him and to this
knowledge and understanding.
My path started far from God.
I really did not know who He was,
except I was told that He was the
Creator of all things upon the earth
and in the heavens, and I knew that
He lived in a place called Heaven.
My father worked away from
home, and my mother worked two
jobs. My mother had some religion
and allowed me to go to every
church in our little community.
Needless to say, as a young girl, it
was very confusing.
My parents parted when I was
eleven years of age. I lived with
my mother, but she died when I
was fourteen. It was bad enough
that my father was no longer a part
of my life, but now my mother was
dead. I did not understand. I remember lifting up my voice to
God and asking Him, "How could
you take my mother?" I know she
did not love me because she told
me so, but she was all I had. As a
child with a child's understanding,
I got mad at God. I thought He did
not care about me, so I put God
out of my life and went on to live
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a sinful life.
When you put God out of your
life, you are open prey for the enemy of your soul. I gave in to
fleshly things and married someone who appealed to my eyes. It
did not take very long before I
realized what kind of man I had
married. He was having a child
with another woman, and he subjected me and our child to much
physical and mental abuse. Two
years later, after he had beaten me
and had given me a concussion, I
left him and took our child with
me, and then I filed for a divorce.
Still, I did not turn to God. Life's
hardships only caused me to blame
God ignorantly.
Three years later, I married
again. My new husband had four
children, and he adopted my child;
then we had two more children. I
attended his church. It was just the
same religious ceremony week
after week. Taking seven children
to church by myself was overwhelming. Going to his church
brought me no joy or peace, so
after a while I stopped going.
My marriage began to fail. My
husband started drinking and taking too many prescribed drugs. My
life was a mess, and I suffered
with much depression. I still
worked a full-time job and took
care of seven children, as well my
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duties in our home. With seven
children I had a lot of laundry to
do. After the evening meal, I
would go to the basement and do
laundry until two o'clock in the
morning. It was quiet then, and
that was the time our merciful
Heavenly Father chose to deal with
my heart.
At the worst time of my life
and when no love was being
shown to me at home, God came
to me so sweetly and showed His
great love to me. God was so
patient with me. Night after night,
He talked to me so sweetly, wooing my heart with the beautiful
melody of a song. It brought me
some peace.
I worked as an employee at a
local bank. One day a customer
came into the bank who was the
pastor of a local church, and he
invited me to a revival. I inquired,
"What kind of church is it?"
He said, "Church of God."
I said, "What's that? I've been
to a lot of churches, but I've never
heard of that one."
He said, "Come and see."
After all my religious experiences during my childhood and
young married life, it caused great
fear to come upon me. I never
went to that revival. The pastor
tirelessly continued to invite me to
the services, but I never went. God

knew that I was fearful, so He
continually put a burden on that
pastor's heart for my soul. I will
always be thankful for that pastor's
faithfulness to my soul. (Just
because someone does not attend
the services when you have invited
him or her several times does not
mean that God is not dealing with
that person. Do not give up. You
never know what is going on in a
person's life or how God is
patiently working with that
individual.)
My marriage deteriorated even
more, and my depression seemed
endless. I remember getting
dressed for work one morning and
taking a final look in the mirror.
For the first time, I saw the real me
in that mirror. I said: "You're all
made up and decked out. You may
look good on the outside, but
you're dead and empty on the inside. I don't know you, I don't like
you, and I don't like who you have
become. There's got to be more to
life than this. I don't know where it
is. I don't know how to get it, but I
want it." God heard that cry. Praise
God!
One day in October of 1976,
the pastor came back into the bank
and went to another bank teller. In
times past if he went to someone
else, he would stop and say hello
and invite me to their services.
This time he did not. My heart felt
desperate. I watched him go out
the first door, but then he stopped
and came back in and walked over
to my teller's window. He said,
"We're having another revival." He
was faithful to God to come and
ask me to the services again.
My heart was so hungry to find
peace for my soul. By Wednesday
I got the courage to go, but I was
met with a lot of opposition from
my husband. He told me I could go
that one time, but never again. On
the way to church, I talked to God
and said, "God, if this is You, if
You can love someone like me, let
them have the song You gave me
in the basement."
When the service began, there

was a lot of singing, but I never
heard my song. My heart was
breaking. I thought I was too bad
even for God to love. I had denied
Him and blamed Him falsely for
so long, so I thought perhaps He
did not love me. I was deep in
sorrow. Out of the corner of my
eye, I saw a young boy go to the
podium and begin to play a little
trumpet. Out of that horn came the
melody that God gave me in my
basement. The floodgates of my
soul let go. I was sobbing with
thankfulness to a loving, merciful
God who could still love someone
like me.
As the service continued, an
old-time preacher got up and started preaching. I did not understand
much of what he said. All I knew
was that God loved me. After the
man of God preached for what
seemed a long time to me, I bowed
my head and asked God to help
him end the message because I
wanted to go to the altar and give
my heart and life to Him.
Over the years, many things
have taken place in my life. My
second husband did many things to
hinder me from attending the services, but God always made a way
for me. If you truly want to serve
God, He will make a way for you
to serve Him. My husband and his
children rejected me, and he eventually died lost. There is nothing
sadder in this world than to see
someone die lost. I continued to
serve God even when I had to
stand alone.
After several years, I met a
brother at the Church of God,
God's Acres camp meeting. We
both lived in different states but
attended the camp meetings. In
time we married, and my husband's company eventually transferred him to Ohio. Although we
moved to Ohio by the end of October 1996, it took my husband's
company fourteen months to put
through his transfer. My husband
traveled back and forth so he could
attend the services on Sunday.
Due to the additional financial
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burden, it was necessary for me to
go to work outside the home. After
a while, I began to get very sick,
suffering fatigue and losing
weight. My place of employment
said I had to have a doctor's certificate stating that I was well enough
to work, so I made an appointment
with a doctor. A test showed that I
had liver cancer, so he sent me to a
specialist.
The specialist's test concurred
with the doctor's test. The specialist told me to come back on
Wednesday and he would tell me
what to expect. I went home and
went to prayer. I told God that I
was His, and whatever He wanted
to do with my life, I surrendered it
to Him completely. Such a deep
calmness and peace came over me.
I told no one because I did not
want it to get back to my husband.
He had enough on him with
working and traveling back and
forth.
I went to services on Sunday.
They were wonderful. The preaching, the singing, and the altar calls.
At the end of service, people were
going to the altar to get prayed for.
I sat in my seat and watched. I
thought, "Why should I get prayed
for; I'm going home." Then I heard
a voice say: "Susan, go to the altar
and get prayed for. I'm going to
heal you." It was so real that I
turned my head to see who was
talking to me. No one was there,
so I continued to sit there and
watch. Again, a voice spoke to me
and said: "Susan, go to the altar
and get prayed for. I'm going to
heal you." Like an obedient child,
I got up and went to the altar. I was
a little in shock because I had prepared myself that I was going
home to Heaven. The brethren
gathered around me and asked if I
needed prayer. All I could do was
shake my head yes. I could not
utter a word. They had no knowledge of why I was asking for
prayer; they just prayed.
On Wednesday morning I went
back to the specialist. He took
more tests, and then he left the
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room for a long time. Finally, he
opened the door and asked, "You
are Mrs. Hogan?"
I said, "Yes."
He said, "Susan?"
I said, "Yes."
He said, "I'll be back."
This time he was gone so long
that I took a nap. Finally, he came
back in the door like a mad, wet
hen and woke me out of my nap. I
said, "Whew! What did I do?" He
said: "The cancer is on your doctor's x-ray, it's on the one I took
last week, but it's not on the one I
took today. We don't know what
happened to it. We don't know
where it went. You're okay. You
can leave."
I began to tell him what
happened on Sunday. I told him
how God spoke to me, how I got
prayed for, and how God healed
me. He became very angry and
said, "You can leave, and you can
leave now!"
I said, "Don't you even believe
your own tests?"
A few years later, I had to
undergo surgery for a hernia
repair. I had to do many tests leading up to the surgery, including

blood work. They took twelve
tubes of blood from me. I finally
asked, "Am I donating and you
forgot to tell me?"
She said, "No, we're looking
for the cancer, and we can't find
any."
I said, "Do you believe me now
that God healed me?"
She said, "It's not there."
Over the years, God has healed
me of many sicknesses and
diseases. Sometimes God heals
instantly, and other times He
allows things to come upon us to
help build up our faith. Just
because you do not get healed
instantly does not mean that God
does not love you. There is a reason for everything that happens to
us, even if we do not understand
the reason why. Just be patient,
trust God, and continue to love and
serve Him.
Living for God is the best life
you can live. It is worth every
obstacle you have to overcome. No
matter where you are from or who
your family members are or your
life's situations or habits, if you
really want to know God and live
for Him and serve Him, He will

make a way for you.
I am so thankful for my
pastor, Brother Roger Decker. He
is a true, faithful, kind, compassionate pastor to us. He faithfully
preaches the Truth of God's Word
to our souls. He always gives us
godly counseling. Through his listening to God and preaching God's
Word, he has cleared up many
false doctrines that I learned as a
young girl and young married
person. I love the Word of God
and the Church of God.
There are four songs that have
brought me much encouragement
in my life: I'd Rather Have Jesus,
I'd Do It All Over Again, I Will
Trust Him, and the song that
brought me to Christ, In the
Garden.
You are an individual before
God. He loves you and wants to
save you, but you must want Him
to save you. Yield your heart and
life completely to Him. Choosing
God's way is the best decision you
will ever make.
Sis. Susan Hogan

A Scottish shepherd was once asked
if his sheep would follow the voice of a
stranger. He replied: "Yes, when they
are sick, but never when they are well. A
sick sheep will follow anybody." No
wonder false shepherds get quite a
following in these Laodicean days!
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Proverbs 14:34 Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.
James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

Brother Irwin Sesher
Walking Afar Off
We are living in a world that is
totally out of control, both
spiritually and morally. Today's
society accepts almost everything. If
it feels good, people want to do it.
They do not want anyone to bother
them or to say a word against what
they are doing. One true thing that
can be said about sin is that it has
gotten much worse over the years.
Ten or twenty years ago, you never
would have thought that some things
we are witnessing today would be
happening throughout our land. That

is how sin is when people give it a
little leeway into their lives.
Sin will expose itself. Sin is as
deadly today as it ever was. It is
raising its ugly head in just about
every avenue of society. Look at the
condition of our public schools, the
corruption of many government
officials, community leaders, and
sports figures, and the let down of
many religious people. Sin is
running rampant. At one time, some
sins were kept in the closet, so to
speak, but now they are out in the
open. Sin has swept across this great
nation.
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What has become of people
standing up for what is right? The
let down has been in the pulpits
because many people do not want to
be told the truth. Most people do not
want anyone to tell them how to live
or what to do. This nation is out of
control. God does not accept sin. No
matter what people say, sin is sin,
and God still hates it. God does not
hate the people, but He hates the sin
in which they are involved.
Romans 1:23-27: "And changed
the glory of the uncorruptible God
into an image made like to
corruptible man, and to birds, and
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fourfooted beasts, and creeping
things. Wherefore God also gave
them up to uncleanness through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves: Who changed the truth
of God into a lie, and worshipped
and served the creature more than
the Creator, who is blessed for ever.
Amen. For this cause God gave
them up unto vile affections: for
even their women did change the
natural use into that which is against
nature: And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one
toward another; men with men
working that which is unseemly, and
receiving in themselves that
recompence of their error which was
meet."
It is so important that you get a
closer walk with God. Many people
who claim to be Christians are
walking afar off. If you are ever
going to have a relationship with
Jesus Christ, you must walk close to
Him. If you do not walk close to
Him, worldly things will creep into
your life. You are not immune to it.
We all face the same devil that those
people faced. If you do not measure
up to where you ought to be
spiritually, you will fall back into
sinful things. This world has such a
grip on so many people. If you are
not rooted and grounded in the
things of God, you can be easily
swept away. You need to take heed.
We are living in a terribly
perilous time. Sin loves to deceive
and paint a picture of how innocent
and sweet it is. However, it is lethal
and dangerous. Sin can lull you to
sleep. Is your experience of
salvation up to date? Have you
checked your experience? Is
everything all right between you and
God?
Sin Deceives
Satan has his own agenda and
boldness. The enemy knows he does
not have much time, so what is he
trying to do? He is trying to speed
things up and get you to indulge in
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things that you never even thought
about doing. Why? The devil wants
to take you away from the mercies
of God. The enemy is sly and crafty,
and he will let you indulge and then
tell you there is nothing wrong in
what you are doing. He will paint an
innocent picture about it. In time, he
could entice you to do things that
you really do not want to do.
You might have said, "I would
never do such a thing," but once you
let down a little, you may find that
you are actually doing those things.
If you are not where you need to be
spiritually, things can happen in
your life, and the enemy can take
you down. He has taken down a lot
of good people. The devil has
cheated many saints out of their
experience with God because they
let things come into their lives that
deceived them. Some people who
used to be rooted and grounded in
the things of God are gone today.
Why? They let sin deceive them.
I am thankful there is unity and
peace in the Church of God. The
Kingdom of God is not something
that you have to look for out in the
future. You can enjoy it right now; it
can reign within you. It is not
something that you have to wait for,
but you can enjoy it today. I am
satisfied in Jesus. Salvation brings
peace and satisfaction so that you
really do not desire all this world's
goods. I am just thankful that I am
alive and serving Jesus Christ. What
more could you want if you have
Jesus?
I want you to look at how the
enemy loves to deceive. Genesis 3:1
reads, "Now the serpent was more
subtil than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made. And
he said unto the woman, Yea, hath
God said, Ye shall not eat of every
tree of the garden?" You can see
how the enemy worked on Eve in
the very beginning. The enemy came
to Eve with a question, and Eve
already knew the answer. She knew
what God had said. The serpent
came to Eve to plant a seed of
doubt. The enemy likes to put
questions in a person's mind and
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say, "Oh, that is just the pastor's
idea."
You may say to yourself,
"Maybe if I do this sinful act, God
will overlook it." No, God does not
overlook any sin. You need to
realize that the devil is a liar. He
does not want you to make Heaven
your home, so he is always going to
put a seed of doubt or questions in
your mind. You need to wise up to
the fact that the devil is out to
destroy you spiritually. The devil is
a liar, and he always will be. He
does not care what it takes, as long
as it takes you down spiritually.
The devil does not want you to
prosper spiritually, so he does not
want you to read the Word of God
or pray. He does not want you to
witness to other people. If you are
ashamed of Jesus, He will be
ashamed of you. The enemy is
against everything good.
Genesis 3:2-4 reads: "And the
woman said unto the serpent, We
may eat of the fruit of the trees of
the garden: But of the fruit of the
tree which is in the midst of the
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest
ye die. And the serpent said unto the
woman, Ye shall not surely die." Do
you ever get into a conversation with
the enemy or try to reason with him?
He has been doing this much longer
than you have been around, and he
knows exactly what works and what
does not. What is the message? Sin
deceives.
The Craftiness of the Devil
When a pastor tells you exactly
what you need to do to stay spiritual,
if you do the opposite of what he
counsels you to do, you are
overstepping godly counsel. You are
not going to gain spiritual ground by
going your own way.
If the pastor tells you to get in
Sunday school, then you ought to
attend Sunday school. If he tells you
to get in the house of God on a
regular basis, then you ought to get
in the house of God regularly. Why
would he tell you that? He knows

that the enemy wants to deceive you.
It is important to attend both
services on Sunday. Unless you
have to work or have sickness, you
ought to attend. If you are a child of
God, you should want to be in the
services. Also, you should take your
Bible, sit up, and pay attention.
Failing to attend Sunday school
and the worship services gives the
devil more ways to work on you.
Sunday school and regular church
attendance are important. The
enemy would love to get in more
conversations with people. He has
many ways in which to trip up your
thinking and reasoning.
You should cherish the Truth. I
love the Truth, and I am thankful
that I know the Truth. Some people
spend years in false religion. I came
to the Truth at an early age, and my
parents instructed me in the right
way to go.
You need to be stirred about
your true condition. This is not a
time to play church. It is time to get
into the ark, and you need to stay in
the ark. Why? Storms are coming,
unrest is on the horizon, and sin will
cause you to leave the ark. If the ark
starts to move back and forth and
you do not have a true hold on the
ark, you are going overboard. What
the Bible calls sin is still sin, and
wrong is still wrong no matter how
people look at it. Sin will take you
down, and it will wreck you
physically.
The effects of sin will cause you
to look older than you really are.
Also, it will work on you mentally
and financially. Sin will rob you of
your paycheck. Some people live
from paycheck to paycheck
spending their money on drugs,
alcohol, or whatever vices they are
bound with, trying to supply their
sinful habits. Not only will sin ruin
you in those ways, but it will rob
you spiritually. The Lord hates sin.
First John 3:4 says, "Whosoever
committeth sin transgresseth also the
law: for sin is the transgression of
the law."
Dear one, do not let the enemy
talk you into something and lead

you to a place where you do not
really want to go. There is power in
sin. You need a higher power in
your life to break the bonds of sin.
You cannot do it in your own
strength. You need power from on
high to deliver you from sin and to
keep you from sin. It can be done if
you want God in your life. You must
have that desire. I am thankful that I
have the desire to live for God and
to do His will. Serving God is not a
drudgery. I enjoy living for Jesus
Christ. If you are not living for Jesus
Christ, one day you will wish that
you had, but it may be too late.
The enemy is trying to lead you
astray, just as he has thousands and
thousands of other individuals. The
Lord does not change His mind on
the things that He once said were
wrong. If it was wrong in former
days, then it is still wrong today.
Some people place more faith and
confidence in organizations than in
their spiritual welfare. These things
will not take the place of your
salvation. You still need God in
your life, and you still need spiritual
direction in your life.
Sin Looks Enticing
Many people use material things
to replace spiritual things. The
enemy will use organizations to
deceive you and to cause you to
think you are all right spiritually.
Friend, you are still lost if you do
not have salvation. You need to
know Jesus Christ personally.
Remember, the enemy is sly and
cunning. The enemy will try to get
you to substitute other things rather
than really accepting Jesus Christ.
The most important thing in this
life is to be saved. It is not important
that your name is on some church
membership book. It is not important that you shook a preacher's
hand or that you were baptized as a
baby. What is important is that you
are truly born again. How hard is
that to understand? It was hard for
Nicodemus, but Jesus Christ makes
salvation so simple. When some
people reason and doubt, that takes
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the simplicity away and brings a
state of confusion. Salvation is not
confusing. If you are lost and need
help, who can give you that help?
Jesus Christ is the only One who
can. Jesus is right. Are you ready to
meet Jesus?
Satan will paint a beautiful
picture, but it is nothing more than a
mirage. Sin may look enticing on a
billboard; however, the enemy does
not want you to only see it from
afar. He wants you to partake of it
and to dabble in its folly. Satan
wants you to take a social drink.
You need to realize that the
alcoholic was not an alcoholic until
after he took the first drink. Social
drinking can lead to alcoholism. The
enemy wants you to smoke
occasionally or to do drugs once in
a while. The drug addict did not
become addicted overnight. He took
the first dose of drugs, and then
before he realized it, he was bound
by the clutches of sin. Do not think
that you can get by with sin.
The Lord knows when you go
against His will. A classic example
is found in Joshua 7:19-21: "And
Joshua said unto Achan, My son,
give, I pray thee, glory to the LORD
God of Israel, and make confession
unto him; and tell me now what thou
hast done; hide it not from me. And
Achan answered Joshua, and said,
Indeed I have sinned against the
LORD God of Israel, and thus and
thus have I done: When I saw
among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred
shekels of silver, and a wedge of
gold of fifty shekels weight, then I
coveted them, and took them; and,
behold, they are hid in the earth in
the midst of my tent, and the silver
under it."
Saint of God, that is exactly how
sin works. The devil wants you to
look. Achan looked, but he did not
stop there. He looked, he coveted,
he took, and he hid it. Sin will cause
you to hide things so that no one
else knows anything about it.
Remember, God always knows. Sin
loves to deceive.
Sin will let you think everything
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is fine when it is not. It will lead you
along and make you feel really
comfortable, and then it will bind
you and wrap its deadly tentacles
around you. Sin will cause you to
lie. Sin will cause a child to steal a
dollar from his mother's pocketbook.
I stole something once when I
was a young boy, but did I ever
learn a lesson! My parents and I
were at a restaurant. I was probably
only about six or seven years of age.
My dad went to pay the bill at the
register, and I went with him. They
had candy and gum there, and I took
a pack of gum and put it in my
pocket. As we were going home, I
took the gum out of my pocket and
said, "Hey, Mom, look what I have."
She said, "Where did you get
that?" She knew I did not have any
money.
I said, "I . . . I . . . I got it back
there at that restaurant." She did not
say: "Now, Irwin, you really pulled
a fast one. We will let this go, but
make sure you do not do that again."
No, Dad turned the car around
immediately and drove back to that
restaurant. He told me, "You go in
there and tell them that you took that
gum." That made me feel really
humiliated, but I did it. It really
taught me a lesson.
Parents need to be truthful and
candid with their children. You only
have those children for a short time.
One of these days they are going to
be out of your home and have
children of their own. They will use
some of the teachings and the

upbringing they had in your home
on their children. You should not
think things are cute if those
principles go against what God
wants. You need to teach your
children the right way. If more
parents would do that, our society
probably would have less juvenile
delinquency. It is not cute or funny
when a little child takes something
without paying for it.
Resist the Devil
Your love for God has to be
stronger and greater than your love
for the things of this old world. The
wrath of God is stirred when you go
against the goodness of God. God is
a merciful God, and He is there
when you make a wrong turn and go
astray. Second Peter 3:9 states, "The
Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to
repentance."
Have you let sin deceive you
about some things in your life? In
order to be successful in this
Christian race, you are going to have
to battle the enemy. It is not a time
to turn and run. You should resist
the devil, but you have to fight back
at times. Someone once said, "You
will not be able to say no to the devil
unless you say yes to Christ."
Without Christ you are defenseless
against the devil. In order to fight
the enemy, you have to put the

Word of God on him. Do not try to
negotiate. You should memorize
Scriptures. You are not always
going to have the Word of God with
you. When the enemy attacks you,
he does not want to hear anything
about the Word of God.
Friend, you have no idea what is
going to come your way. It is time to
be prepared. When you start using
your own thinking and reasoning,
you can become misled or confused.
If God never did anything else for
you, He would still deserve your
continual praise for the rest of your
life because of what Jesus did for
you on the Cross. What a sacrifice
Jesus made for you and me!
You need to remember that sin
loves to deceive. It wants to blind
you spiritually. If the enemy knows
he can use something to make you
fall out of this Christian race, he will
use it, no matter how innocent it
may seem. The Lord will be there to
help you. He wants to lead you and
guide you into all Truth and
understanding. He will be with you
to help you. You need to cast your
burdens on Him. He does not want
to see you go the wrong way. He
knows you are going the wrong way
when you do not serve Him. It just
makes sense to serve Jesus Christ.
Have you let sin have its way in
your life? I repeat, sin will deceive
you. Do not go your own way. You
cannot go to Heaven without Jesus
Christ.
(Compact Disc TR-1477)

The beginning of anxiety is
the end of faith, and the
beginning of true faith is the
end of anxiety.
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Newton, KS
March 6-12

Revival: The Church of God, 400 N. Meridian, Newton, KS 67114
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Mon.-Sat. 7:00 p.m.; Sun. School 9:45 a.m. Sun. Worship 10:45 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Sandy Killfoil. Telephone: 316-842-5127

Canby, OR
July 10-16

Camp Meeting: Church of God Camp Meeting, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
The first service begins Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. Two services daily: 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor David Stegmeier, 522 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
Telephone: 503-266-9297

Muncie, IN
July 10-16

Camp Meeting: Ninth Street Church of God Camp Meeting will be held at the Central Friends' Campground,
5601 E County Road 650 S, Muncie, Indiana 47302. The first service begins Monday evening at 7:30 p.m.
The meeting ends after the Sunday morning service on the 16th; however, dinner will be served.
Service times: Mon.-Sat. 9:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.; Sun. 9:00 a.m.
For lodging/camping reservations, please contact Sis. Michelle Gingerich @ 765-808-8705.
For further information contact: Pastor Allen Polston, 2020 Ralph St., New Castle, IN 47362
Telephone: 765-521-8284

Winter 2016 Camp Meeting Recordings
CD NO.

DATE

MESSAGE TITLE

MINISTER

TR-1819

12-28-2016

Our Moral Obligation to Love

Brother David Stegmeier

TR-1820
TR-1821
TR-1822

12-29-2016

Till Death Do Us Part
Introduction to Christian Character
The Need for Christian Mentors

Brother Michael Wilks
Brother Reggie Stegmeier
Brother David Stegmeier

TR-1823
TR-1824
TR-1825

12-30-2016

Our Responsibility to the Body of Christ
Strength of Character
Don't Lose Hope

Brother Richard Talbot
Brother Reggie Stegmeier
Brother David Stegmeier

TR-1826
TR-1827
TR-1828

12-31-2016

Giving the More Earnest Heed
Building Christian Character
Planted in Zion

Brother Leamon Whitehead
Brother Reggie Stegmeier
Brother Josh Thilmony

TR-1829
TR-1830
TR-1831

01-01-2017

Kiss the Son
Suffering: God's Means for Perfecting Character
Is Your Light Going to Burn Out or Be Blown Out?

Brother Josh Thilmony
Brother Reggie Stegmeier
Brother James Presley

TM-384
TM-385
TM-386

2016
2016
2016
2016
2016

Winter Camp Meeting Songs #1
Winter Camp Meeting Songs #2
Winter Camp Meeting Songs #3
Winter Camp Meeting Choir Songs
All Messages (includes morning worship services, afternoon teaching services,
evening worship services) in MP3 format
All Songs in MP3 format

2016

CD's are available for a suggested donation of $3.00 each & MP3's for a suggested donation of $10.00 each. Postage is
$3.00 for one CD/MP3 and $0.35 for each additional one. DVD's are available for most services except the teaching services.
You may order by writing The Gospel Trumpeter, CD Ministry, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, Ohio 43055, or by calling 740-3451312, the Print Shop. Please make donations by check or money order in U.S. funds payable to The Gospel Trumpeter.
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