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"Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God
of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy
tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years."

Isaiah 38:5

EXTENSION OF TIME
Hezekiah was one of the good
kings who reigned in Judah. The
Scriptures tell us that he did that
which was right in the sight of the
Lord. During his reign, he fell ser-
iously ill, even nigh unto death.
God called the Prophet Isaiah to
go tell Hezekiah to set his house
in order, for he was going to die.
This grieved the great king deeply
because Judah was in a conflict
with Assyria. Upon hearing this,
he turned his face to the wall and
called earnestly upon the Lord. He
expressed how faithful he had
been throughout his life. He said,
"Remember now, O LORD, I be-
seech thee, how I have walked be-
fore thee in truth and with a per-
fect heart, and have done that
which is good in thy sight. And Hez-
ekiah wept sore" (Isaiah 38:3).

Hezekiah's prayer touched the

heart of God that day. We find

that God took pity on Hezekiah.

As the Prophet Isaiah was passing

the middle court, God called him

to go back to the king. God saw

the heaviness and the grief that

was on Hezekiah's heart. God let

him know that He was going to

heal him, extend fifteen years to

his life, and deliver him from the

hand of the Assyrians. What an

uplift this brought to Hezekiah

that day!

As I thought of the goodness
and mercy that God showed to 
King Hezekiah, I thought of how
the Lord extends such mercy to 
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individuals who are lost and dying
yet today. Instead of sending de-
struction on them because of their
wickedness and rebellion, He ex-
tends mercy and long-suffering.
In 2 Peter 3:9 we read, "The Lord
is not slack concerning his pro-
mise, as some men count slack-
ness; but is longsuffering to us-
ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to
repentance." The only reason that
God does not destroy the lost is
simply that He desires mankind to
turn to Him in real repentance.

Although God has extended

His love and mercy to countless

millions, one cannot help but

wonder just how many have taken

advantage of His goodness. What

kind of effect does this have on

the unregenerate world? There are

a great many mockers and scoff-

ers with the same attitude as those

mentioned in 2 Peter 3:4. Their

words were, "Where is the pro-

mise of his coming? for since the

fathers fell asleep, all things con-

tinue as they were from the begin-

ning of the creation." Many

people actually believe that the

world is going to go on forever.

These thinkers are in for a big

surprise.

Friend, what about you as a

Christian today? How do you feel

about having your time extended?

Are you taking advantage of the

opportunity to reach the lost?
[continued on page 6]
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3 John 1 The elder unto the
wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in
the truth.

2 Beloved, I wish above all
things that thou mayest prosper and
be in health, even as thy soul
prospereth.

3 For I rejoiced greatly, when
the brethren came and testified of
the truth that is in thee, even as thou
walkest in the truth.

4 I have no greater joy than to
hear that my children walk in truth.

5 Beloved, thou doest faithfully
whatsoever thou doest to the
brethren, and to strangers;

6 Which have borne witness of
thy charity before the church: whom
if thou bring forward on their
journey after a godly sort, thou shalt
do well:

7 Because that for his name's
sake they went forth, taking nothing
of the Gentiles.

8 We therefore ought to receive
such, that we might be fellowhelpers
to the truth.

9 I wrote unto the church: but
Diotrephes, who loveth to have the
preeminence among them, receiveth
us not.

10 Wherefore, if I come, I will
remember his deeds which he doeth,
prating against us with malicious
words: and not content therewith,
neither doth he himself receive the
brethren, and forbiddeth them that
would, and casteth them out of the
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church.
11 Beloved, follow not that

which is evil, but that which is good.
He that doeth good is of God: but he
that doeth evil hath not seen God.

12 Demetrius hath good report
of all men, and of the truth itself:
yea, and we also bear record; and
ye know that our record is true.

13 I had many things to write,
but I will not with ink and pen write
unto thee:

14 But I trust I shall shortly see
thee, and we shall speak face to
face. Peace be to thee. Our friends
salute thee. Greet the friends by
name.
Brother Roger L. Decker
John's Admonition to Gaius

Third John is one of the shortest
Books in the Bible. It was written
by the same individual who wrote
First and Second John, the Gospel of
John, and the Revelation. Second
John has only thirteen verses. In our
Scripture text John was writing to a
friend named Gaius to encourage and
to thank him and the congregation
for their hospitality. Also, John let
them know in this letter that some
things were going on that were not
right. John's letters in the New Testa-
ment are not as long as others are,
but he said much in these short
letters.

In the New Testament, Gaius was
the most common of all names.
There are three different Gaius' men-
tioned in the New Testament who
had that same name. First, there was
Gaius, who was a Macedonian, who
along with Archipas was with Paul
when they had the riot in Ephesus.
Second, there was Gaius of Darbe,
who was a delegate of his church to
convey the collection for the poor to
Jerusalem and a fellow traveler with
Paul. Third, there was the Gaius of
Corinth, who had been Paul's host
when he was there. This letter does
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not identify which Gaius this was,
but we do know a little about him.
John said in verse 1, ". . . whom I
love in the truth." He was one who
was still standing for the Truth of
God's Word.

You need to remember that when
these letters were written, apostasy
was creeping in. John had been to the
Isle of Patmos, and he was back at
Ephesus. If you read First, Second,
and Third John, you will see some of
the simplest writings in the New
Testament, letting you know that he
who commits evil is of the devil. The
writing is of such simplicity that
even a sinner would not need the
Spirit of God to understand what
John was saying.

What was John's main objective
in writing? There was a group of
traveling missionaries who were on
their way to the church, and Gaius
was a member of that congregation.
John was letting Gaius know of their
journey there. John went on to in-
struct him to receive them, support
them, and then to send them on their
way. John instructed Gaius to do it in
a Christian manner. In other words,
John wanted the congregation to use
hospitality when those missionaries
came to visit.

As I mentioned before, this
epistle was written at a time when the
church was gradually succumbing to
apostasy. Twice in the first two vers-
es of this letter, John used the word
beloved. Although the letter was a
rebuke, it was written in love. John
was known as one of the Apostles. In
his writings, even in First John, when
he got really strong in his message,
he kept mentioning the issue of love,
loving your brother and loving God.
Also, he commended the church for
their charity to the brethren and to
strangers.

In verse 4 John told of a teacher's
greatest joy. What is that? Seeing the
pupils walking in the Truth. Just as
teachers in a school, one of their
greatest joys would be that the stu-
dents understand enough to get good
grades on their tests throughout the
year. That would make the teacher
feel that he had accomplished some-
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thing. The Truth is not simply some-
thing to be intellectually assimilated.
It is a knowledge that fills a man's
mind and a charity that clothes his
life. One has well said that Truth is
what makes a man think and act like
God.

Charges Against Diotrephes

In verses 9 and 10 of our
Scripture text, a big change took
place. John went from commending
charity to actually naming out an
individual. He said: "I wrote unto the
church: but Diotrephes, who loveth
to have the preeminence among
them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if
I come, I will remember his deeds
which he doeth, prating against us
with malicious words: and not con-
tent therewith, neither doth he him-
self receive the brethren, and
forbiddeth them that would, and cast-
eth them out of the church."

In only two verses, the following
statements were made about an indi-
vidual: he loved to be first, he
refused to welcome the apostles into
the church, he maliciously spread
gossip about men of God, he with-
held hospitality from other believers,
he required others to follow his
example, and he excommunicated
anyone who crossed him. That was
quite a statement in those two verses
in laying out the character of this
individual.

Let us take a look at each of
these charges. First, John said he
loved to have the preeminence, or
loved to be first. The word preemi-
nence means "superiority, or domi-
nance." It actually means that one is
fond of being first, and would really
be upset if he was second. He loved
to be the head of all things, he loved
to rule, and he loved to lord over
others. Such an individual likes to be
considered the best in playing an
instrument, in singing, or in preach-
ing. If any rumor is going around, he
wants to be first to know of it and
first to tell it. He wants to be noticed
first.

The love of preeminence that
Diotrephes had was causing a real
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problem in the church, to the
degree that John had to name
him out as the offender. That was
something very serious when an
apostle of the Lord had to take his
pen in hand and name the man who
was causing a problem. This was
not something this individual was
just tempted with, but the Scripture
says he loved the preeminence. What
does that mean? It was part of his
character.

Next, Diotrephes refused to
welcome the apostles in the church.
As far as he was concerned, John was
not welcome. Who was John? He
was an apostle of the Lord.
Diotrephes was going to shut out one
of the Lord's apostles. John said he
received them not. In other words, he
did not want John's authority, and he
would not comply with any recom-
mendation that John might give. He
rejected the Apostle John's interfer-
ence in the matter, and he was not
going to acknowledge John in any
way. As far as he was concerned,
John had nothing to do with them.
Diotrephes was especially against
missionaries coming to that congre-
gation. John let that congregation
know that Diotrephes loved to have
the preeminence. As far as
Diotrephes was concerned, John was
not welcome.

Now, you might not see that as
meaning too much, but whenever
anybody stands up against an apostle,
that is a very serious offense. I do not
think anything else is known about
Diotrephes, other than what was
written by John. He could have been
a deacon, an elder, or a pastor, but
we have no way of knowing that.
However, the presumption is from
the phrase, ". . . who loveth to have
the preeminence among them." He
was an ambitious man, demanding
rights that he did not have and as-
suming authority to which he was not
entitled. Whatever his position, he
took it upon himself to withstand the
Apostle John. He would not ac-
knowledge John's authority. Also, he
went on to use malicious words
against John and other men in the
church.



Prating Against Others
With Malicious Words

John wrote in verse 10 of our
Scripture text, "Wherefore, if I come,
I will remember his deeds which he
doeth, prating against us with mali-
cious words." The word prating
appears nowhere else in the New
Testament. It means, "overflow with
talk." It is not uncommon for minis-
ters of the Gospel to be prated
against, not only by men of the world
but also by religious leaders and
others who call themselves preach-
ers. However, as long as it is not true,
you can go right on, strengthened by
the grace of God.

John was feeling this. No doubt,
he was very saddened and sickened
from what he felt from Diotrephes. I
am sure that John prayed much be-
fore he named this brother. Many
times malice and ill will in the heart
is vented through the lips of clay.
Spreading gossip has destroyed many
works that have been started for God.
Proverbs 10:18 says, "He that hideth
hatred with lying lips, and he that
uttereth a slander, is a fool."

Psalm 101:5 says, "Whoso
privily slandereth his neighbour, him
will I cut off: him that hath an high
look and a proud heart will not I
suffer." I want you to notice one
thing listed in Proverbs 6:19, which
reads, "A false witness that speaketh
lies, and he that soweth discord
among brethren." Speaking lies is
one of the strong tools of the enemy
to destroy congregations. What
someone says does not have to be
true. Someone merely has to speak it.
If it is proven untrue, it still has been
in the minds of people, and the devil
will do a real work with it.

Again, we do not know much
about Diotrephes other than what
John wrote. I do not know of any
other New Testament writer who
wrote about him. He could have been
a converted Jew who wanted parts of
the Law incorporated with the Gos-
pel. Perhaps he was upset and stood
against the Gentiles coming into the
church. Many Jews who got con-
verted back then had a hard time
laying aside the old covenant for the
new. What did they want to do? They
wanted to incorporate both of them.
They wanted to go along with Chris-
tianity and grace, but they wanted to
keep the things of the Law, such as
circumcision.

Diotrephes withheld hospitality
from other believers, and he would
not receive the brethren. He was not
about to receive those missionaries,
and he forbade others to do so. Now,
we know that hospitality is a very
strong characteristic of the church.
Romans 12:13 reads, "Distributing to
the necessity of saints; given to hos-
pitality." Being given to hospitality
means they should readily and cheer-
fully entertain strangers. This is a
duty which is frequently enjoined in
the Scriptures. You read in Hebrews
13:2, "Be not forgetful to entertain
strangers: for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares."

First Peter 4:9 states, "Use
hospitality one to another without
grudging." It was one of the virtues
Job commended himself in doing. In
Job 31:16-17 we read: "If I have
withheld the poor from their desire,
or have caused the eyes of the widow
to fail; Or have eaten my morsel
myself alone, and the fatherless hath
not eaten thereof." Job was letting
others know that he was given to
hospitality; that was one of his strong
points. He was willing to share with
others. He was ready to serve a meal
for someone or to entertain strangers
or people who were poor or had less
than he did.

Respect ought to be shown to
members of the same congregation as
well as to all people. There is nothing
wrong with reaching out a hand to
welcome others and to show love and
concern toward them.

John said in verse 10 of our
Scripture text, "Wherefore, if I come,
I will remember his deeds which he
doeth, prating against us with
malicious words: and not content
therewith, neither doth he himself
receive the brethren, and forbiddeth
them that would, and casteth them
out of the church." This verse in the
Amplified Bible says, "So when I
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arrive, I will call attention to what he
is doing, his boiling over and casting
malicious reflections upon us with
insinuating language. And not satis-
fied with that, he refuses to receive
and welcome the [missionary] breth-
ren himself, and also interferes with
and forbids those who would wel-
come them, and tries to expel (ex-
communicate) them from the
church."

A Destructive Spirit

Diotrephes did not show
hospitality, and he came against the
brethren who tried to show hospital-
ity. He wanted them to be as he was,
to stand against John and the mis-
sionaries. He got so strong in his
belief that he told some that they
were not even in the church. He let
them know they were not welcome.
That was a terrible spirit, wanting
attention and wanting everyone to
think more highly of him than they
should. Christians should be of the
most humble people on this earth.

The Bible tells us that Moses was
meek, yet he was a great man of God
who could call on God and God an-
swered his prayers, many times with
just judgment. Proverbs 16:19 says,
"Better it is to be of an humble spirit
with the lowly, than to divide the
spoil with the proud." Proverbs 29:23
reads, "A man's pride shall bring him
low: but honour shall uphold the
humble in spirit."

God dwells with the humble
people. It is right in the Scripture.
Isaiah 57:15 states, "For thus saith
the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell
in the high and holy place, with him
also that is of a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the hum-
ble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones."

Do you want to get somewhere
with God? You need to be humble
and depend upon God. I cannot make
it a day without calling upon God. I
stay down low. Do not get puffed up
in your own strength. If God uses
you, do not get swelled up about it,
because God also has a deflater as
5



[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

Are you carrying a burden for your own

family members who are lost in sin or who

are still worshiping in Babylon? Does this

precious commodity called "time" make

you, as a saint of God, more aware of

your need to draw closer to God or will it

be with you as it was with Hezekiah in his

latter end? During the time extended to

him, he lived foolishly and carelessly, and

at the end of his time, his soul was lost.

These are questions that each individual

ought to consider seriously.

We are almost at the beginning of

another New Year. Is it possible that this

could be the year that our Lord returns?

One never really knows. However, one

thing is certain, we all ought to live soberly

and righteously. Surely we realize that His

appearing is closer now than ever before.

As we look around, we can see sin and

ungodliness being manifested on every

hand. Many of the same ungodly condi-

tions that were present when the Lord

destroyed the Antediluvian world and

again at the destruction of Sodom and

Gomorrah are prevalent in our world to-

day. This is certainly a sobering thought,

and it ought to alarm each of us. We need

to think of the reality and the finality of it
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all when we hear God say, "It is enough!"

When that time comes, all souls will be

ushered into God's presence to give an

account for the deeds and the actions

they have done, whether they were good

or evil. Friend, that will be a solemn, so-

bering time.

Those who have rejected the mercies

of God will realize the great error they

have made by putting off the most impor-

tant issue in life, the issue of obtaining an

experience of salvation. Such weeping

and wailing will be heard as sentence is

pronounced upon the multitudes who

failed to make their peace with God when

it was so graciously offered. Dear reader,

Are you in that group which will be placed

on His left hand, to be cast forever into the

burning lake of fire? Time and opportunity

has yet been extended to you to be

saved. You need to take advantage of it

now!

Saint of God, those who are God's

elect, Are you really awake to the reality

awaiting you in just a little while? Are you

living your life in as sober a manner as

you ought to be? Will the Lord find you

awake and alert, working and laboring for

Him when He returns or when death calls

you?  As saints of God, we each need to
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have our hearts challenged. The Apostle

Paul, writing in 1 Thessalonians 5:2, said,

"For yourselves know perfectly that the

day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the

night." The Lord will come at a time when

men least expect Him to come. Paul went

on to say in verse 6, "Therefore let us not

sleep, as do others; but let us watch and

be sober." This man of God saw the need

to stir the saints' minds because becoming

overcharged with the cares of this life is

easy. You should avoid becoming too

involved with things that are not truly

important.

We must realize that our time here is

short, and there is yet much more to be

done for the Lord and lost souls. We have

no assurance that God will extend time for

us. Whatever we are going to do for the

Lord, we need to do quickly. For those of

you who are yet in sin's bondage, you

must take heed and lay aside your ideas

and hindrances. What are you doing with

the time extended to you? Are you taking

advantage of it or are you becoming numb

to the reality that faces you on Judgment

Day?

Selected
well as an inflater.
In Matthew 23:12 Jesus said,

"And whosoever shall exalt himself
shall be abased [or brought down];
and he that shall humble himself
shall be exalted." In the light of the
message, where do you feel that you
fit in with God's people? Are you like
Gaius or is the spirit of Diotrephes
working on you? We do not know
what happened to Diotrephes, but I
would not want to withstand an apos-
tle. I would never want a spirit to get
hold of me that would cause me to
stand against an apostle. Such a per-
son would be doomed in the end.

John let Gaius know that when
he came, he was going to talk face to
face with him and possibly Dio-
trephes. In the light of the message,
where do you measure on God's scale
when it comes to welcoming people,
reaching out to strangers, and having
a very strong missionary spirit? Are
you one who does not care to be
around a stranger or does not care
about the missions?

The Apostle John praised Gaius
and the brethren there for how they
were known for being a hospitable
church, but they had one man who
stood against hospitality, and that
man was Diotrephes. Evidently he
must have been influencing some
people for John to cry out against
him. Unfortunately there are those
who will sympathize with wrong. If
that spirit is working on you in any
way, you need to repent of it quickly.
Why? It is destructive; it is a de-
stroyer. It will not only take you
down but also take others down that
you might have an influence over.

If God uses you in any way, you
need to stay humble. Back in D. S.
Warner's day, a young man was
scheduled to preach, and he was all
excited. He could not wait for the
people to hear him. Soon he stood
behind the pulpit and started to
preach, but he did not feel as though
he was doing any good, and he felt
whipped. He had all he could do to
get through his outline. He came out
of that pulpit with his head down and
sat down. An older minister told him,
"If you had gone into the pulpit the
way you came out, things would
have been different." You see, he
went into the pulpit as though he did
not need God.

Diotrephes could have been a
good man of God at one time. He
could have been someone who was
really used of God, but something
happened and he thought himself
equal with an apostle. If that spirit is
working on you, it will take you
down and your friends too if you do
not get victory over it. If that spirit is
working on you, you need to talk to
God. He will help you, and you can
stand against it.

(Compact Disc TR-1833)



Revelation 6:5 And when he had
opened the third seal, I heard the
third beast say, Come and see. And
I beheld, and lo a black horse; and
he that sat on him had a pair of
balances in his hand.

6 And I heard a voice in the
midst of the four beasts say, A
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measure of wheat for a penny, and
three measures of barley for a
penny; and see thou hurt not the oil
and the wine.
Brother David Watson
Learning From the Past

The Apostle Paul wrote in
Romans 15:4, "Whatsoever things
were written aforetime were written
for our learning." Certainly we can
learn from the past. Henry Wickers-
ham wrote a book entitled A History
of the Church. This church history
covers nineteen hundred years. He
stated: "Another great event which
marks the close of this period is the
division and decline of the Roman
empire. We read that at this time
almost half of the inhabitants of the
Roman empire, and of several
neighboring countries, professed the
faith of Christ. [Christianity became
the popular belief among the na-
tions, money became the power, but
instead of nations following the
Lord, they denied the biblical au-
thority of Christ as being the head of
the church]. . . . The phase of things
had taken a change in the church,
for instead of letting Christ be the
head, the bishops aspired to higher
degrees of power and authority than
they had formerly possessed. The
bishops assumed in many places a
princely authority, particularly those
who had the greatest number of
churches under their inspection, and
who presided over the most opulent
assemblies [wealthiest congrega-
tions].

"They assumed the authority of
a temporal magistrate. Sumptuous
garments dazzled the eyes and
minds of the multitude. . . . The
example of the bishops was imitated
by the presbyters, who, neglecting
7



the sacred duties of their station [the
work of feeding the flock spiritu-
ally], abandoned themselves to indo-
lence and delicacy of an effeminate
and luxurious life. . . . and boldly
usurped their rights and privileges;
and the effects of a corrupt official
body spread through every rank of
the church. . . . Paul of Samosata,
who then acting as bishop at
Antioch . . . prepared himself . . . an
exclusive seat or place where he
decided cases as a magistrate. He
attained to excessive wealth, by . . .
various means which he employed
to extort from the brethren [money
for his services], depressing the
injured, and promising to aid them
for a reward." Later, Constantine,
emperor of Rome, about the year
A.D. 323, favored Christianity and
opposed pagan worship strongly,
thus developing a popery father.

Then in Nineteen Centuries of
the Christian Church, written by
Daniel Webster Kurtz, we read,
"The heresies within the church . . .
forced the Christians to a rule of
authority. Hence, they sought for the
true writings of the apostles. A great
flood of literature was read in the
churches, which was attributed to
the apostles. The process of deter-
mining, which are the true and wor-
thy books lasted from about A.D.
140 to A.D. 395 although by the end
of our period (313) the canon [or the
agreement upon the matters] was
practically determined. . . . As the
church entered Greek and Roman
territory and became prevailingly
Gentile, in conflict with heathenism,
religion became more and more a
matter of creeds. . . . During the
Apostolic Age presbyters (elders)
and bishops were of equal rank, or
were the same persons. Furthermore,
there were several or many of these
in each local church [congregation].

"Now the bishop . . . exercised
authority over all the others. This
change was furthered by (1) follow-
ing the example of the Roman
Government, which [they thought]
was a model of perfection to all
Gentile converts. . . ." This was gen-
erally accepted all over, developing
8

the power of popery according to
historical facts and prophesy. Popery
began to be promoted in a small
measure back as far as A.D. 270, but
this was not fully developed in its
complete working power until
around A.D. 530.

Great Spiritual Darkness

It is good to know there were
those who wrote about these things
to help us understand the conflict of
the early church. The church has
been drawn into some things by
man's decrees and rules, which have
hindered it in many ways. This
should help you to see that the devil
is out to destroy what God has done.
He is very jealous of the great
Church of God. The spirit of the
conflict in that day is still working in
the day in which we live.

The Book of Revelation was
given to John in a vision, and it is
written in symbolic language. These
symbols are used to reveal Truth to
God's people. Literal objects were
used to bring spiritual meaning so
that the saints can understand. In our
Scripture text, when the third seal
was opened, John saw a black horse.
Horses indicate spiritual warfare,
and this spiritual warfare brought
great spiritual darkness. Whenever
you have an opportunity to learn
Truth and you refuse it, the Bible
says darkness will come, and "how
great is that darkness" (Matthew
6:23).

The church in the early age had
great Truth revealed to them, but
even then there had been war against
God's people. It was a spiritual
warfare, and you can see from the
history you just read that in a crafty
and cunning way, things had slipped
into the church and brought great
darkness. I want to point out that
when the church is cut off from its
light, that puts the sinner in great
trouble. If you do not have light and
understanding to give to a sinner and
to preach Jesus to those who are
lost, they are in great darkness and
great danger. Therefore, it is impor-
tant that the church holds to the light
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and the Truth and lets that light
shine.

Jesus, talking to His disciples in
the Sermon on the Mount, in Mat-
thew, Chapter 5, spoke about the
church being the light. When the
candlestick is lit, what do you do
with the candlestick? Do you put it
in the house or do you put it under a
bushel? The Romans were offering
the Christians a bushel, and the
bushel was the written decree that
they had crafted to make a differ-
ence in the way God's church was
organized and set up. God's plan is
to set the elders in the church. Ac-
cording to 1 Corinthians 12:18, God
places the members in the body as it
pleases Him.

When men interfere and write
decrees, setting people in the church,
spiritual darkness comes over them.
They cannot give light to people
concerning God and His church.
This was happening, and it was a
spiritual warfare. Those who did not
accept it, saying, "No, that's not the
biblical way; that's not what God
ordained," suffered warfare and
persecution. Even today, if you do
not accept what people try to push
on you, you enter a spiritual conflict. 

In our Scripture text, when the
black horse went forth, he that sat on
him had a pair of balances in his
hand. H. M. Riggle wrote of an ex-
perience he had. He stopped at a
military base one time, and they had
a pair of balances. He asked a man,
"Are those accurate?"

He answered: "Yes, they are. I'll
show you how accurate they are."

He took two pieces of tissue
paper, both of the same size, and
laid them on the balances. They
were equal. He then handed one
paper to H. M. Riggle and said,
"Write your name and address on
it," which he did. When he put the
tissue papers back on the balances,
the one he had written on out-
weighed the other. That is an
accurate balance.

Solomon warned about false
balances in Proverbs 20:10 when he
said, "Divers weights, and divers
measures, both of them are alike



abomination to the LORD." We are
not to try to weigh in or weigh out;
we are to accept God's Word as it is.
We are not to have unjust weights.
Deuteronomy 25:13 reads, "Thou
shalt not have in thy bag divers
weights, a great and a small." We
are not to put something in there that
overbalances what God has said.
God has weighed it out to us in a
good measure, and He gives it to us
as we need it. It has been weighed
just and righteous and in the whole-
ness of God. It cannot be fixed any
better than it is.

Measuring by the Word of God

In 2 Corinthians 10:15 Paul
wrote of other men's measures.
Some people try to measure you by
their own standard, by their own
rule, or by their own authority. We
must be measured by the Word of
God. There is no other way to fit
into God's kingdom but to measure
by the Word. In Revelation 11:1-2
the angel told John to "measure the
temple. . . . But the court which is
without the temple leave out. . . . it
is given unto the Gentiles." You can
read in Ezekiel, Chapter 48, that
Ezekiel was measuring the temple,
or the tabernacle, to see if it was in
place, to see if everything was there.
This Word of God measures the
church and fits the church where she
should be. If you measure to the
Word of God, you will fit where
God wants you to be. 

I meet people out in the religious
world, and they want to measure me
by their ideas and war with me about
their measure. I tell them that I have
a measure, and my measure will
reach even to them. I do not have to
be measured by theirs. We have the
rule, praise God, and we measure by
the Word of God.

Revelation 6:6 says, "A measure
of wheat for a penny, and three mea-
sures of barley for a penny. . . ."
Wheat makes a better bread. Barley
makes a lesser bread. So we have
here three loaves of barley. First, we
have pagan Rome in the morning
time. Second, pagan Rome gave his
seat and his authority to papal
Rome. He is still paganism being
worshiped, and he has his bread.
This is going on to the Protestant
beast. He also speaks out of his
mouth as a dragon. It is still dragon
bread. In the morning time, it was
pagan bread, next, Roman Catholic
bread, and then, it was Protestant
dragon bread.

All these religions have their
own bread. When someone asks,
"Do you think all those people were
lost?" I reply, "What were they eat-
ing?" What you eat becomes a part
of you. They were eating from and
believing in ceremonial religions
that did not have any life. They had
no joy because their bread was dead.

In John 6:51 and 54 Jesus said:
"I am the living bread. . . . Whoso
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my
blood, hath eternal life." John 1:1
reads, "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God." Verse 14
tells us the Word is manifested to be
Jesus Christ. You can eat the Word.

Ezekiel 2:8 says, "But thou, son
of man, hear what I say unto thee;
Be not thou rebellious like that re-
bellious house: open thy mouth, and
eat that I give thee." God will feed
you if you will let Him. The word
"let" is found in the Bible three hun-
dred nineteen times. It has two
meanings: to give permission and to
stop something. You can restrain
someone by saying, "I will not let
you." You are a free, moral agent
and can make your own choice. You
can let God feed you or you can
restrain Him. A preacher can preach
his heart out, but if you will not
accept it, it will be of no value to
you. The Word will always remain
the same, but it is up to you what
you do with it. It is the ministry's job
to preach it, but it is not their job to
force you to obey it. That is between
you and God.

"Go and Take the Little Book"

Ezekiel 2:9-10 states: "And
when I looked, behold, an hand was
sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a
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book was therein; [My, what food! I
went to buy a Bible one time, and I
said, 'Seems to me like it is expen-
sive.' A dear old preacher said,
'Where can you get so many grocer-
ies for that price?' I had not thought
of it in that way, but the Bible does
contain our spiritual groceries. It is
good for us.] And he spread it be-
fore me; and it was written within
and without: and there was written
therein lamentations, and mourning,
and woe." How would you like to
eat lamentation, mourning, and woe?

Some things are bitter about
knowing Truth. You may wish you
knew more of it, but Ecclesiastes
1:18 tells us that "he that increaseth
knowledge increaseth sorrow." The
more I know about the Book, the
more grief I know. Why? Because I
see many people who do not know
what they are into. I feel the hurt,
the burden, and the grief of my soul
because people cannot see the Truth;
it is sorrowful.

We read in Ezekiel 3:1, "More-
over he said unto me, Son of man,
eat that thou findest; eat this roll,
and go speak to the house of Israel."
In speaking to the house of Israel,
what did Ezekiel find? He found
lamentations, mourning, and woe. It
is not every time I preach that I can
rejoice, because sometimes the peo-
ple to whom God sends me bring
hurt to me when I see them turn
down the message of God. I have
often said that I would like to preach
to people who would eat Truth like
a hog eating slop. You can enjoy the
Word of God. It will do you good,
and it will bless your soul! You
might have to wrestle some nights
and weep with sorrow in your heart,
but it is good to have the sword dur-
ing the time of war and destruction.
It is good to know that the Word of
God is living. 

What did John see in the vision
that he received on the Isle of Pat-
mos? He had been in a battle for his
life. He was persecuted, cast out, put
on the isle, and left to die, but God
visited John. In Revelation, Chapter
10, John said he saw an angel with
his right foot upon the sea and his
9



left foot on the earth. The angel had
a book in his hand, and he lifted his
hand to heaven, saying to John, "Go
and take the little book" (verse 8).
Friend, God will show you where it
is, but you have to go after it. You
have to be willing to burn some
midnight oil and dig as if you are
digging for gold.

In Luke 6:47-49 Jesus likened a
man who hears His saying to "a man
which built an house, and digged
deep." Spiritually speaking, a lot of
digging has to be done. What are
you digging through? You have to
dig through all the things the devil is
claiming to be. What do you dig
with? You dig with the Word. You
must dig until you hit the Rock; that
Rock is deep. You need to dig until
you know that you have found the
Rock of Ages, and when you have
found Him, build on that Rock.
Then when the storms of life are
raging, your house will stand.

When John heard the utterance
of seven trumpets, he was about to
write all those messages, but it was
not time to turn them loose. In es-
sence, he was told: "Seal it up, John.
There will be a time when I will
sound that trumpet; then you can
turn it loose, but right now I want
you to seal it up." Then John was
told to take the Book and eat it, be-
cause he was going to prophesy
again. John probably thought his
preaching days were over, but they
were not over. God is still on the
throne. Possibly John thought:
"How will I get off this isle? How
will I ever get back to the home-
stead?" However, God said, in so
many words, "John, eat the Book."
John was to prophesy to "many peo-
ples, and nations, and tongues, and
kings." God wanted John to go to
them all. When you deal with people
today, you had better eat the Book.
One should not dare try to preach
without first eating the Book. 

The Word Is Our
Spiritual Bread

Jesus warned His disciples to be
careful of what they ate. He said in
10
Matthew 16:6, "Take heed and be-
ware of the leaven of the Pharisees
and of the Sadducees." The disciples
did not understand what He was
talking about, so they questioned
Him. He told them He was talking
about the doctrines of the Pharisees
and the Sadducees. There are all
kinds of doctrines in this world, and
if Jesus warned His disciples to
watch what they ate, we had better
watch what we eat also. The devil
knows where your appetite is, and
he knows what you like. I have
watched people in restaurants sort
out their food by pushing away what
they did not like. Also, I have seen
people turn off my preaching when
they did not like it. The devil knows
where your appetite is. You need to
eat good bread.

In the Book of Ezekiel, Israel
had disobeyed God. They were act-
ing contrary and refused to rever-
ence God; therefore, they were in
captivity. In Chapter 4 God said, in
essence: "Ezekiel, prophesy to Is-
rael, and this is what I want you to
do. I want you to get man's dung and
cook a cake." Ezekiel said, "Ah
Lord GOD!" Then God told him to
take cow dung and cook a cake and
eat it before Israel. What was God
saying to Ezekiel? He was saying
that when man is weighing out
cheap religion, he is weighing out
man, and then he is weighing out the
beast. First the man's cake, and then
the beast's cake. When you get bread
in false religion, it is beast bread and
man bread. 

God expects you to read the
Word and to get some understand-
ing. If you go down to Protestant-
ism, you are going to get their de-
crees, or bread. They are going to
mix a little Truth in it, but they are
going to feed you the bread of the
beast, because they want you to
worship the beast. When Daniel was
carried into Babylonian captivity,
the king wanted to feed Daniel and
the others a daily portion of his pro-
visions. Daniel talked to the prince
of the eunuchs and said, in essence,
"I do not want to defile myself with
the king's food." (You can read
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about this in Daniel 1:1-16.) This
was a heathen kingdom with heathen
religion. Daniel requested pulse and
water instead of the king's wine and
meat. The prince of the eunuchs
feared the king, but Daniel said,
"Prove thy servants," so he did.
Daniel 1:15 tell us, "And at the end
of ten days their countenance ap-
peared fairer and fatter in flesh than
all the children which did eat the
portion of the king's meat." 

When you eat God's groceries,
you cannot help but look better.
Your countenance will be brighter.
You will have joy in your soul and
strength in your body. Blessings will
flow over you, and your counte-
nance will light up until folks will
say that God is living in you. You
will not have to tell others that you
are a child of God; they will see it
written all over you if you are eating
right. There are some good things
that God has told us in this Book.
We need to eat good spiritual food.
I can discern those who are un-
healthy. They are not eating well. 

The voice from Heaven told
John to take the little book and eat it,
saying it would make his belly bitter
but in his mouth it would be sweet
as honey. The belly is the seat of
your affection, the affection of love
that we have for the church. That is
what John was talking about. When
we eat the Word, it is going to taste
sweet, but what about afterward?
There are things preached to us that
we would rather not taste. This is
weighing out the bread.

The Four Beasts 

Revelation 13:1-4 reads: "And I
stood upon the sand of the sea, and
saw a beast rise up out of the sea,
having seven heads and ten horns,
and upon his horns ten crowns, and
upon his heads the name of blas-
phemy. And the beast which I saw
was like unto a leopard, and his feet
were as the feet of a bear, and his
mouth as the mouth of a lion: and
the dragon [pagan Rome] gave him
his power, and his seat, and great
authority. And I saw one of his



heads as it were wounded to death;
and his deadly wound was healed:
and all the world wondered after the
beast. And they worshipped the
dragon [paganism] which gave
power unto the beast [Catholicism]:
and they worshipped the beast, say-
ing, Who is like unto the beast? who
is able to make war with him?"

This beast that John saw came
up from the sea. The sea is "waters"
(Revelation 17:15). Isaiah 11:9 tells
us that "the waters cover the sea."
What was he talking about? He was
speaking of people who cover
wrong. In Daniel, Chapter 7, we
read of four beasts that came up
from the sea. Daniel said, "I saw in
my vision by night, and behold, the
four winds of the heaven strove
upon the great sea" (verse 2). That
was not a natural wind; that is figu-
rative language, and it has spiritual
meaning. He was seeing the spirit
that strove upon Romanism, and out
of these people came those four
heathen kingdoms. Those kingdoms
were heathenistic in nature. They
worshiped idol gods. When they
took Daniel down to Babylon, they
changed his name and changed the
three Hebrew boys' names.

When we see the beast in
Revelation 13:1-2, we see that it has
feet like a bear, just as the second
beast in Daniel's vision. It has a
mouth like a lion, just as the first
beast in Daniel's vision. It is spotted
like a leopard, just as the third beast
in Daniel's vision. Last, this beast
had ten horns on its head, just as the
fourth beast in Daniel's vision. What
does all of that tell us? This beast in
Revelation 13:1-2 rose out of the
characteristics of the four heathen
religions. If it was heathenism in
Daniel's vision, it is double heathen-
ism in the Revelation. If you are a
Catholic, the only thing that is going
to get you out of that trouble is
Truth. You may not love me for
telling you, but you will surely love
me when you get out of it.

Where did Roman Catholicism
get the idea of having a pope? It was
from heathenism. You can go all the
way back to Nimrod and to Babylon.
This was handed down through hea-
thenism to the pope. Where did the
Roman Catholics get the idea of
worshiping Mary? The heathens
worshiped Astarte. Then they had
those false women. Roman Catholi-
cism uses Mary, which makes it
more cunning. The people are told
to use the rosary with fourteen beads
and say: "Hail Mary, full of grace.
Blessed art thou among women.
Greet thee in the name of Jesus.
Pray for us sinners. Amen." They
tell the people to go to Mary because
they say she can touch Jesus for
them. They believe that He will be
more tender because people had
been talking to Mary. That is not
what my Bible teaches. The Bible
says that Jesus is our High Priest. 

In the eighth century, when the
pope was set up, he began to make
laws and rules. He told the people
that they had to come to him, that no
one could forgive them from their
sins outside the Roman Catholic
Church. The word catholic means
"universal in extent." Well, I have
news for them. The Church of God
goes further than the universe; it
takes in Heaven and earth.

Paul said in Ephesians 3:14-16:
"For this cause I bow my knees unto
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Of whom the whole family in heav-
en and earth is named, That he
would grant you, according to the
riches of his glory, to be strength-
ened with might by his Spirit in the
inner man." Thank God, God is
higher and greater than all.

The dragon, pagan Rome,
warred against the saints of God, but
they brought him down. Emperor
Constantine was a drunken sot, but
he favored the Christians. He saw a
sign at the Milvian Bridge. This sign
was a cross of light in the sky with
the words, "In this sign conquer."
He had this symbol drawn on the
shields of his soldiers, and he gave
the Christians freedom. After he
died, his children took his place and
brought persecution upon the
church. The church warred against
paganism, and they wounded that
beast; however, it gave its seat, its
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authority, and its power to the beast,
which is Roman Catholicism. In
Daniel, Chapter 7, these four are
called beasts, and in the interpreta-
tion, Daniel lets you know they were
kingdoms ruled by kings.

The Mark of the Beast

Just as Daniel and the three
Hebrew boys were given names
associated with Babylonian gods, if
you join false religion, they will
name you after their god. For exam-
ple, if you were to join the Baptist
Church, you would be called a Bap-
tist. If you were to join the Method-
ist Church, you would be called a
Methodist. They would not call you
after God's name. They have the
mark of the beast. In Protestantism
people are given a number and a
name, and the idea of it is to bring
them back to their mother.

I have asked people, "Which
would you rather be, a Protestant or
a Roman Catholic?" They say, "I'd
rather be a Protestant." However,
Ezekiel 16:44 says, "As is the moth-
er, so is her daughter." For example,
Roman Catholicism teaches that if
you die and you have sin in you, you
will not go to hell. You go to a place
called purgatory, and they will pray
you out if you give them enough
money. Some sects of Protestantism
teach that if you were once saved,
you will never be lost. What is the
difference? "As is the mother, so is
her daughter." Truth stands out.
Sometimes you have to do some
digging, but it will come out. God
will show it to you, but you have to
accept it.

During the Dark Ages, when
this beast reigned for a thousand
years, why was the church not out in
the open? The church was in dark-
ness. Where was the church? If there
were other churches, why were they
not out? God has only one church,
and during this time she was hid
under human rubbish. Fleshly things
had been covering her, concealing
the church while dazzling the eyes
of people. They deceived the people
and led them astray. Did God have a
11



church then? Yes, He did. He has
always had a church. He built the
church on the Rock, and while the
gates of hell were trying to prevail,
the church was still standing. Praise
God! She is still marching on today!
Isn't that wonderful? I thank God for
the church!

What was being worshiped in
Revelation 13:4? They worshiped
the dragon. What does that mean?
Symbolically, they were worshiping
the dragon's decrees and idol gods.
They were worshiping Mary and the
pope. The priest thinks that he can
dip his forefinger in water, say a few
words in Latin, and that makes the
water holy. Man cannot change the
Word of God; it will always remain
the same. 

Years ago, many people did not
know the Truth, and they used to
talk about when that beast comes
and how terrible it would be. Many
thought Nikita Khrushchev was that
beast. Others thought it was Henry
Kissinger or Hideki Tojo, and some
thought it was other political figures.
It turned out that none of them were
the beast.

When companies put numbers
on labels and scanned them across
the checkout counters in the stores,
some said that was the mark of the
beast. That is not the mark of the
beast. The beast is spiritual, not
literal. You may say you are Church
of God and sit under Truth, but if
you do not have the right spirit, you
might have the mark of the beast.
That spirit works on you. God's
people worship God in Spirit and in
Truth. The Jews blasphemed Jesus'
name. What does that mean? In Acts
13:40-45, when Paul was preaching
about Jesus, they became very angry
and blasphemed Him. How? They
contradicted what Paul was preach-
ing to them.

Revelation 17:9b tells us, "The
seven heads are seven mountains, on
which the woman sitteth." Verse 4
states that she is sitting with a "gold-
en cup in her hand full of abomina-
tions and filthiness of her fornica-
tion." She is sitting on seven moun-
tains. What are they? They are
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mountains of religion. Anywhere in
the world you go, she has religion
under her control. The seven heads
in this Scripture lost their crowns.
They were crowned during the Dark
Ages, but in the Protestant age, the
crowns moved from the head to the
horns.

Daniel states in Daniel 7:24 that
the horns represent kings and king-
doms. There were the Goths, the
Franks, and others. These ten horns
reigned and ruled and held authority
and power. There was a head of
opposition against the church in
every age that we have come
through in the Bible and in history.
Those kings had the power of their
religion. They reigned and enforced
their decrees.

Preparing to Sound the Trumpet

Today false religion teaches
their doctrines, and many people are
drinking and eating them. Because
of this, we are living in one of the
most chaotic times in which people
have ever lived. Many people are
mixed up. Nearly everybody you
talk to has a religion of some kind,
and supposedly they are on their
way to Heaven. Some of these same
people have been married and di-
vorced as many as five times, yet
they say they are saved and on their
way to Heaven. They have forgotten
what the Bible teaches about forni-
cation and adultery.

Sadly, today many religious
people approve of homosexuality,
living together, man with man and
woman with woman with the same
advantages that a God-ordained
family has. God is angry and spew-
ing it out of His mouth. No nation
that has sinned has ever gotten by.
God will bring down any nation that
sins against Him.

What name do people blas-
pheme? They blaspheme God's
name. God is the greatest name ever,
yet many people speak irreverently
of His name. 

Revelation 13:7 says, "And it
was given unto him to make war
with the saints, and to overcome
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them: [Who gave him power? God
did. If you think that you can dis-
obey God and sneer at God and if
this nation thinks it can do that, God
will give it over to the devil. If you
choose the devil, God will let you
have him] and power was given him
over all kindreds, and tongues, and
nations." 

God gave King Nebuchadnezzar
power to cause all nations around him
to tremble. He could slay whomever
he wanted to slay, but when he dis-
obeyed God and refused to do what
God said to do, God sent him out
under the dew of Heaven to graze
with the cattle of the field for seven
years. God has a way of doing things.
Some people think, "God is a good
God." Let me tell you, God has a
wrathful side as well as a merciful
side.

Verses 8-9 continue: "And all
that dwell upon the earth shall wor-
ship him, whose names are not writ-
ten in the book of life of the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world
[if you are in any kind of beastly
religion, your name is not in the Book
of Life]. If any man have an ear, let
him hear." Jesus, talking to His disci-
ples, said in Matthew 13:13, "They
seeing see not; and hearing they hear
not, neither do they understand." You
must have a spiritual ear to hear what
God is saying to you. The spiritual
ear hears what the Spirit is saying.

Revelation 8:6 says, "And the
seven angels which had the seven
trumpets prepared themselves to
sound." You have to do some prepar-
ing to sound the trumpet. You cannot
just take a horn and toot any way you
want to. In the military there is a call
for lunch and a call for inspections. If
you do not know the difference, you
will be confused. The Apostle Paul
wrote in 1 Corinthians 14:8, "For if
the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
who shall prepare himself to the bat-
tle?" There is a certain sound in Truth
that your spiritual ear can hear. It
does not sound like false teaching.
Thank the Lord!

The angels were told to "prepare
to sound the trumpet," and the seven
angels prepared themselves to sound.



If you will be all that God wants you to
be, then you can do all that God wants
you to do.
Revelation 8:8-9 reads: "And the
second angel sounded, and as it were
a great mountain burning with fire
was cast into the sea: and the third
part of the sea became blood; And the
third part of the creatures which were
in the sea, and had life, died; and the
third part of the ships were de-
stroyed."

The ships he was talking about
are the people. We carry the merchan-
dise of God. Paul told Timothy in 1
Timothy 1:19 that "some having put
away concerning faith have made
shipwreck." When you put away
faith, you wreck all the merchandise
of God. You have to believe in the
Bible in order to carry the Truth of
the Lord to lost souls.

The Mountain of Truth

Jesus established His church in
the top of the mountain, and He was
not talking about a literal mountain.
He was talking about a spiritual
mountain. On what did He establish
it? It is established on the Word of
God, Jesus Christ. God established
His church on the mountain of Truth.

In the Old Testament, God
established Israel with the Mosaic
Law from Mount Sinai (Exodus,
Chapter 19). In Isaiah, Chapter 2,
God said in the latter days, the Lord's
house shall be established in the top
of the mountains. Micah, Chapter 4,
confirms Isaiah, Chapter 2. Hebrews
12:22 states, "But ye are come unto
mount Sion, and unto the city of the
living God."

Revelation 21:9-10 tells us that
one of the angels carried John away
in the spirit to a great and high moun-
tain and showed him the church. The
church is above all others. Praise
God!  She  i s  the  h ighes t
establishment, and she is built by
God. If you are in the church, you are
on the mountain. Praise God! 

In Revelation 8:8 that mountain
was seen going down into the sea.
You can read in Matthew, Chapter
24, how the moon, the sun, and the
stars would be dark, and they became
dark when the early church began to
apostatize. She got under papal
Rome's influence, and she went down
into the sea. Those who went down
came to grief and lost their lives. 

The third part of that sea became
blood. You can read in Acts 20:28
that God set a watchman over the
flock (the congregation). In Ezekiel,
Chapter 33, God told Israel to set
their watchmen on the wall. It is
different when the people set a watch-
man and when God sets a watchman.
In essence, God said: "I will hold him
responsible, and if he sees the enemy
coming, he must warn you. If he does
not, I will put your blood on him; but
if he does warn you, the blood is on
your own head." In Revelation 8:8 the
watchman has allowed the people to
go down. The blood is on the
watchmen of those souls in Rome
who went down into the sea.

Jeremiah, Chapter 23, says that
the pastors have scattered the flock.
They drove them from the mountains.
Jeremiah 50:6 says they went from
mountain to hill. You see, they left
the mountain of God and went down
to Babylon. 

Proverbs 21:16 says, "The man
that wandereth out of the way of
understanding shall remain in the
congregation of the dead." The writer
said if you leave the path of
understanding, you will not return. I
want you to think about that. If you
see the Truth and then leave it, you
will become spiritually drunk, and
you will never come back to the
Church of God. Proverbs 2:19 reads,
"None that go unto her return again." 

You cannot see this Truth and
then leave it and expect to stay saved.
Amos 5:7 tells you they left off
judgment, left off righteousness, and
became bitter as wormwood. If you 
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leave the Truth, you are going to
become bitter, and then no one but
God will be able to deal with you.
You will get upset. You will find
more fault with the Church of God
than you would have ever thought.
You will be like a dog with more
fleas than it can scratch. You need to
stay with the Church of God.

Revelation 2:7-11 reads: "He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him
that overcometh will I give to eat of
the tree of life, which is in the midst
of the paradise of God. And unto the
angel of the church in Smyrna write;
These things saith the first and the
last, which was dead, and is alive; I
know thy works, and tribulation, and
poverty, (but thou art rich) and I
know the blasphemy of them which
say they are Jews, and are not, but are
the synagogue of Satan. Fear none of
those things which thou shalt suffer:
behold, the devil shall cast some of
you into prison, that ye may be tried;
and ye shall have tribulation ten days:
be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life. He that hath
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches."

If you will hear what Jesus has to
say, He will teach you the Truth. He
will instruct you and help you. You
do not have to fall into sin or leave
the church. If you disagree with
somebody, you need to hold steady
and stay put. The Spirit of God would
have God's people to sit at one
another's feet and work things out. I
would not leave home because my
wife and I disagreed, would you?

(Compact Disc TR-1077E)      
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Freedom From Sin
The most startling thing about

sin is its power to enslave. Jesus
said, "He that committeth sin is the

servant of sin," and everyday life
and experience prove the saying to

be true. Let a boy or a man tell a lie,
and he is henceforth the servant of

falsehood, unless freed by a higher
power. Let a young man surrender to

the clamor of lust, let a youth take an
intoxicating glass, and henceforth he

is a slave. The cord that holds him
may be light and silken, and he may

boast himself to be free, but he de-
ceives himself. He is no longer free;

he is in bondage.
Young person, you may choose

the path in life that you want to take,
choose the friends with whom you

want to associate, choose the habits
you want to form, whether good or

bad; but having chosen the ways of
sin, you will then be swept on with-

out further choice with a swiftness
and a certainty down to hell, just as

a man who chooses to go on board a
ship is surely taken to the destined

harbor, however much he may wish
to go elsewhere. You may choose,

and then you will be chosen; you
may grasp, and then you will be

grasped by a power stronger than
yourself. If a man were to take hold

of a live electrical wire, once he
grasps it, he cannot let go at his will.

Or like the man who took a baby boa
constrictor and trained it to coil
about him, but when grown it

crushed him. Or like the lion trainer
who put his head in a lion's mouth,

but one day the lion closed his
mouth and crushed his head as he

might an eggshell.
The sinner is in the grasp of a

power greater than his own. If you
choose drink, dancing, gambling,

worldly pleasure, or human wisdom,
fame, and power, soon you will find

yourself captive, only to be surely
crushed and ruined forever, unless

delivered by a power outside your-
self. What shall you do? Is there no

hope? Is there a deliverer? Yes,
thank God, there is. In John 8:36

Jesus said, "If the Son therefore
shall make you free, ye shall be free

indeed." 
The sinner can cry to Jesus, and

He will break the lion's jaw, para-
lyze the serpent's mighty coil, turn

back the current of the devil's elec-
tricity, and set the enslaved captive

free. Glory to God!
Some years ago, one Sunday

night a young man stopped me and
said, "Do you mean to say that Jesus

can save a man full of sin?"
"Yes, sir," I replied, "that is

exactly what I mean to say."
"Well, if He can, I want Him to

save me. I'm the victim of a habit
that masters me. I struggle and vow

and make good resolutions, but I fall
again. I want deliverance."
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I pointed him to Jesus. We
prayed, and the work was done.
Glory to God! He remained in that
area for a while, shining and shout-
ing for Jesus, and then he moved to
another area. One day I visited the
same area and  heard a knock on my
door. A man entered, looked at me,
and inquired, "Do you remember
me?"

I replied, "Yes, you are the
young man that Jesus saved from a
bad habit about twenty years ago."

"Yes," he said, "and I'm still
saved." 

Whom the Son makes free is
free indeed. He breaks the power of
canceled sin and sets the prisoner
free. This freedom is altogether
complete. Jesus told the disciples to
loose a colt that was tied and bring it
to Him. Mark tells us that He loosed
the tongue of the dumb man, and he
spoke plainly. John tells us that
when Lazarus came forth from the
grave, he was bound hand and foot
with graveclothes, and his face was
bound about with a napkin. Jesus
told them to loose him and let him
go.

John used exactly the same
Greek word when he said of Jesus in
1 John 3:8b, "For this purpose the
Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy [loose] the works of
the devil." In other words, he whom
Jesus makes free is loosed from the 

[continued on page 20]



Brother Leamon Whitehead
Making Preparations

I want to dwell on a couple of
chapters. One is found in the Book
of Acts and the other is in the Book
that Jude wrote. Jude is only one
chapter containing twenty-five ver-
ses, but it is packed full of warnings
and instructions for the church. Be-
ing in a battle is nothing new for the
church. She has always been fight-
ing a warfare. Sometimes people
become weary in well doing and in
fighting, but you must not become
weary or lose hope. You must keep
pressing the battle on. The Lord has
never left you alone. He has never
left any of us to figure out things for
ourselves. 

Jesus gave instructions to the
morning church about Titus, the
Roman prince who was about to lay
siege around Jerusalem. God in-
structed His people about what to
do. I praise God for that! When that
time came, those who believed went
up into the mountains, and God gave
them a place of protection. I read
that Titus went to the foot of the
mountain, but something caused him
to turn back, and God's people re-
mained safe. You will be safe as
long as you listen to the Word of
God, give heed to it, and act upon it.
You can stay one step ahead of the
devil. We have a great leader. We
have Jesus Christ, and we have the
Holy Spirit to lead, guide, and direct
us. The church is not in darkness.

The Apostle Paul wrote in
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1 Thessalonians 4:13, "But I would
not have you to be ignorant, breth-
ren, concerning them which are
asleep." Oh, what beautiful words he
wrote! At the end of that chapter, he
said, "Wherefore comfort one an-
other with these words" (verse 18).
When a loved one passes on, it
breaks your heart. Although you are
saddened, as a Christian, thank God,
you do not have to sorrow as people
who do not have hope. You can look
forward to that great day when you
will see that loved one again. The
devil would like to get you down as
you think about your loved one who
is gone, and it does hurt. Everyone
has lost a loved one, and it breaks
your heart, but thank God for the
hope that you have of seeing that
15



dear one again over in Glory. God
does not want you to be without
hope. He does not want you to be in
the dark about what is going on. 

All through the Scriptures, God
gave warning after warning. Paul
spoke of perilous times. The Lord
wanted the church to know what
was coming to pass and to have
instructions. The Apostle Paul
warned the brethren, giving a charge
to the elders at the church of Ephe-
sus and giving a warning of things
that were coming to pass so that we
would not be caught unaware.

Death does not have to take you
unaware. Sinner friend, you do not
have to die lost. You can be pre-
pared. You can get ready to meet
God and be ready when death comes
to call. Part of the great peace in
living for God and being saved is in
being ready to go when God calls
you home. You can have a deep,
settled peace down in your soul.
Glory be to God! You will stay as
long as He wants you to stay, but
when He is ready for you to come
home, you can be ready to go.

The sounding of the trumpet
does not give an uncertain sound. If
it did, people would not know what
to do. You can sense if a message is
really dealing with something seri-
ous. It may uncover how the devil is
trying to work among the saints of
God. The trumpet gives a certain
sound. What should you do? You
must prepare yourself for the battle.
God does not leave you unaware of
what is going on.

Warning of Things to Come

The Apostle Paul said in Acts
20:27-29: "For I have not shunned
to declare unto you all the counsel
of God. Take heed therefore unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the church of
God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood. For I know this, that
after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock." That is a good
thing to know. We would like to
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think that everything is going
smoothly in the church, that there
will never be any upsets or problems
or troubles, but we have an adver-
sary. He is not waiting for you to
come to him, but he is coming to
you and me.

Paul was warning that some
things would be coming. What made
it so sad was where these problems
would be coming from. It was not
from without, but he said in verses
30-32: "Also of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after
them. Therefore watch, and remem-
ber, that by the space of three years
I ceased not to warn every one night
and day with tears. And now, breth-
ren, I commend you to God, and to
the word of his grace, which is able
to build you up, and to give you an
inheritance among all them which
are sanctified."

I want to urge you to give the
more earnest heed. We are living in
troublesome times even today. The
devil has not given up. We are in the
days of the eighth beast, according
to Revelation, Chapter 17, and the
Bible lets us know that this beast is
the most deceptive one of all. The
devil would like to get you to settle
into a sleepy condition, not really
aware of what is going on. Being
saved and staying saved and making
Heaven your home is a fight from
start to finish. You must not lay
down your armor. Keep the shield of
faith. You must keep the armor on
and fight in the battle, because it is
going to be a fight to the finish. One
can be on his deathbed, so sick, and
you would think the devil would
leave him alone, but the devil will
not leave a person alone as long as
there is life in the body.

Some Bible scholars say the
Book of Acts was written between
A.D. 60 and A.D. 64. Paul gave out
these stern warnings only thirty
years after the Day of Pentecost. So,
you see, my friend, we have to keep
pressing. The devil will always do
his part, so you must keep climbing
higher on the ladder of Truth and
keep doing more for God. There is
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no time to be idle or to let down in
any way. My wife and I sing the
song, "We've Got the Devil on the
Run." When you get him on the run,
you need to keep him on the run. Do
not give him time to regroup or to
turn around on you. You have to
keep him going. One trait of the
human part of man is that the flesh
likes to take a rest. In doing so, you
may let down your guard. There is a
danger in that. You must not do that.
You have to stay alert. My friend,
you need to climb higher each day in
the things of God.

The Apostle Paul stated in
Hebrews 2:1, "Therefore we ought
to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at
any time we should let them slip."
Paul was giving this warning to help
the saints to have insight concerning
how the human works. You may
think you have things going your
way, but many a battle has been lost
because one fellow thought he had
the other fellow just about whipped
and he let down his guard a little.
You should always have your guard
up, because the enemy is working as
never before. He is working on
loved ones, and He is working
around the church all he can to try to
discourage God's people. You need
to get stronger in God all the time.

Paul said to give the more
earnest heed. When you go to the
house of God, it involves more than
going in and filling a seat. You have
a job to do. You ought to come
prayerfully and with great anticipa-
tion, expecting something from God.
My friend, God never gives a sec-
ondhand blessing; it is always brand
new. I like to come to church antici-
pating what God is going to do. God
did not save you just to take you to
Heaven, but He saved you to work
in His vineyard. God may never call
you to preach, but there is much you
can do. Pastors need help. I just
have a small congregation, and I
need help. What a blessing it is to be
a helper! A helper can be in prayer
for the services, for the pastor, or for
whoever is preaching. You are la-
boring in the kingdom, fighting



against the enemy that is always
trying to work.

Stay Close to the Fire

Second Peter is filled with warn-
ings, giving insight and uncovering
what the devil was planning to do.
You see, the devil likes to work
undercover. He does not like to be
uncovered. When the Apostle John
came back from the Isle of Patmos
and wrote First, Second, and Third
John, he had a burning message of
love for the saints. Oh, how he
stressed that we ought to love one
another. 

Love is of God, and God is love.
John stressed that because he had a
burden. He saw the need of not let-
ting your love grow cold. Love is no
good unless you give it away. Are
you sharing it with anybody? In
John 13:35 Jesus said, "By this shall
all men know that ye are my disci-
ples, if ye have love one to another."
It is nice to hear someone say, "I
love you," but it is better to put it
into action.

Peter said in 2 Peter 2:1-2: "But
there were false prophets also
among the people, even as there
shall be false teachers among you,
who privily shall bring in damnable
heresies, even denying the Lord that
bought them, and bring upon them-
selves swift destruction. And many
shall follow their pernicious ways;
by reason of whom the way of truth
shall be evil spoken of."

The same devil that was work-
ing in that day is still alive today. He
delights in pulling the wool over
your eyes, so to speak. He delights
in rocking you and getting you
drowsy so that you do not pay atten-
tion to what is being preached. That
is a danger. Verse 3 says, "And
through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of
you: whose judgment now of a long
time lingereth not, and their damna-
tion slumbereth not."

Some historians say 2 Peter was
written somewhere between A.D. 65
and A.D. 68. Peter wrote it to warn
the church. Today the old devil is
just as slick, sly, and sneaky as he
ever was. He has not changed. He is
looking for an opportunity to over-
take you. Some people who used to
have an experience with God have
grown cold and have lost out with
God. The devil is always hard at
work. That is the reason you dare
not let down, but you must press the
battle on. I pray that God will help
you to be more on fire. If you keep
your soul warm, you are going to
have to stay close to the fire.

Verses 4-8 read: "For if God
spared not the angels that sinned,
but cast them down to hell, and de-
livered them into chains of darkness,
to be reserved unto judgment; And
spared not the old world, but saved
Noah the eighth person, a preacher
of righteousness, bringing in the
flood upon the world of the un-
godly; And turning the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes
condemned them with an overthrow,
making them an ensample unto
those that after should live ungodly;
And delivered just Lot, vexed with
the filthy conversation of the
wicked: (For that righteous man
dwelling among them, in seeing and
hearing, vexed his righteous soul
from day to day with their unlawful
deeds.)"

If you are struggling, you should
not think about staying away from
church until things get better. You
cannot get any help staying home. It
is only going to get worse. If you
have spiritual needs, where should
you go? You should go to the house
of God and maybe talk to your pas-
tor. Where do you go when you are
hungry? You would not go in the
bedroom and look around. You
would go to the kitchen where the
food is or go to a restaurant.

You do not have to set a clock to
remind you that you need to eat. No,
when you get hungry, your stomach
begins to growl, because you have a
natural appetite. Likewise, God gave
you a spiritual appetite, and you will
get hungry and thirsty for the things
of God when you are saved. As a
newborn, you should desire the sin-
cere milk of the Word. You should
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have a hunger for the things of God.
The spiritual man has a hunger for
the things of God. 

The Bible says to be holy. You
have to take time to serve God. Do
not plan any more than what you
need to, because that could keep you
out of the services or cause you to
have to leave early. There may be
times when that happens, but do not
live that way. Someone may want to
get you involved with something on
Sunday. Could it not wait until
Monday? You are busy on Sunday.

Second Peter 2:9-10 says: "The
Lord knoweth how to deliver the
godly out of temptations, and to
reserve the unjust unto the day of
judgment to be punished: But chief-
ly them that walk after the flesh in
the lust of uncleanness, and despise
government. Presumptuous are they,
selfwilled, they are not afraid to
speak evil of dignities."

In this chapter Peter was dealing
with things that the church in that
day was facing, and we are not
home yet. The eighth beast is more
deceptive than all the rest. You need
to keep in mind that if you are an
overcomer, it will be because you
stayed on the firing line.

Earnestly Contend for the Faith

Now I want to go to Jude. This
is really the main burden of my soul.
I marvel at what God can do. I mar-
vel at the things Jesus did and how
he answered people. He would an-
swer in few words and get right to
the point. As I mentioned earlier,
Jude is packed full of warnings and
instructions. Jude mentioned three
people in that one chapter, and I
want to talk to you about them a
little.

Jude 1-3 says: "Jude, the servant
of Jesus Christ, and brother of
James, to them that are sanctified by
God the Father, and preserved in
Jesus Christ, and called: Mercy unto
you, and peace, and love, be multi-
plied. Beloved, when I gave all
diligence to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful
for me to write unto you, and exhort
17



you that ye should earnestly contend
for the faith which was once deliv-
ered unto the saints."

This sounds like warfare, does it
not? Do you think you need to
earnestly contend for the faith to-
day? In sectism when they want to
know what church you go to or
where you stand, people ask, "What
faith are you?" Sectism has given
people many choices. In reality, the
only choice that men and women
have is either to serve God in the
beauty of holiness or to live in sin.
Some people may say: "That is too
hard. I know a place where they do
not tell people that they have to live
that way." The problem is, it did not
come from God, so you see, that is
the only choice that men and women
have in serving God.

Jude expressed how it was so
needful for him to write and exhort
the saints to earnestly contend for
the faith which was once delivered
to the saints. Then he stated the rea-
son he needed to give such a warn-
ing in verses 4-5, which read: "For
there are certain men crept in un-
awares, who were before of old
ordained to this condemnation, un-
godly men, turning the grace of our
God into lasciviousness, and deny-
ing the only Lord God, and our Lord
Jesus Christ. I will therefore put you
in remembrance, though ye once
knew this, how that the Lord, having
saved the people out of the land of
Egypt, afterward destroyed them
that believed not." That does not
sound like eternal security, does it?

Jude continued in verses 6-16:
"And the angels which kept not their
first estate, but left their own habita-
tion, he hath reserved in everlasting
chains under darkness unto the judg-
ment of the great day. Even as
Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving
themselves over to fornication, and
going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire. Likewise
also these filthy dreamers defile the
flesh, despise dominion, and speak
evil of dignities. Yet Michael the
archangel, when contending with the
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devil he disputed about the body of
Moses, durst not bring against him a
railing accusation, but said, The
Lord rebuke thee.

"But these speak evil of those
things which they know not: but
what they know naturally, as brute
beasts, in those things they corrupt
themselves. Woe unto them! for they
have gone in the way of Cain, and
ran greedily after the error of
Balaam for reward, and perished in
the gainsaying of Core. These are
spots in your feasts of charity, when
they feast with you, feeding them-
selves without fear: clouds they are
without water, carried about of
winds; trees whose fruit withereth,
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up
by the roots; Raging waves of the
sea, foaming out their own shame;
wandering stars, to whom is re-
served the blackness of darkness for
ever.

"And Enoch also, the seventh
from Adam, prophesied of these,
saying, Behold, the Lord cometh
with ten thousands of his saints, To
execute judgment upon all, and to
convince all that are ungodly among
them of all their ungodly deeds
which they have ungodly commit-
ted, and of all their hard speeches
which ungodly sinners have spoken
against him. These are murmurers,
complainers. . . ."

Are there murmurers and com-
plainers around today? What a mes-
sage Jude brought in that day! He
was not talking about the outside
world. He was talking about how
they had come in among the church.
He said they were spots in their
feasts of charity. They feasted with
them. This is the reason we need to
be alert as saints of God. We need to
be on fire for God and have spiritual
discernment, because the enemy
does not come in dressed as the
enemy. The devil does not miss a
service. 

One responsibility of a pastor is
to watch for the enemy. God puts a
pastor on the wall and gives him
special discernment from God.
Why? He has a flock to look after.
Sometimes a pastor might have to
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get stern in his warnings. He is not
trying to hurt you. He is trying to let
you know there is danger and you
need to gird up the loins of your
mind, because the enemy is close by.
I praise God for His faithfulness. He
is not going to let you suffer harm
without giving a warning. If you do
not heed the warning, you will be in
trouble.

What did King Herod say to the
wise men who came to see Jesus?
Herod lied and said he would like to
worship Jesus too. Then he asked
those fellows to come back and let
him know where they found Him,
but God warned the wise men to go
back home another way. Praise God,
He will take care of the saints. He
will keep you strong and on fire for
Him if you will listen to Him. Some-
times He may give you a hard pill to
swallow, so to speak. I have had to
swallow some of them, and I have
had to eat a little crow too. I heard
one preacher say, "If you cannot say
amen, say 'I's the man.'" In other
words, if the preaching gets to you
and you are guilty of some things
and cannot say amen, say, "I'm the
one who needs that."

A true man of God is concerned
about his flock. Sometimes he has to
sound the alarm in Zion. That is a
pastor's job when he sees the wolf
coming. The pastor is up on the
wall. If he were down among the
crowd, he might not know the wolf
was around until it brushed against
his leg. On the wall he can see the
wolf coming. Sheep, you need to be
careful! There are wolves out there
that sneak around. When the sheep
have no guard, or no pastor who
really follows God to see when the
sheep are in trouble, they have no
one to send out the warning.

Some people do not like strong
preaching. They do not like to get
excited. They like quietness. No
doubt, there are places where the
people say, "We pay the preacher to
do the talking, so you need to be
quiet and listen." When the Word of
God is coming down the line, God's
people get stirred. They cannot hold
back the amens or keep their flags



down. They are saying: "I have the
experience. I know what you are
talking about." I was raised in sec-
tarian religion, and I had a lot of
things to learn, and I am still learn-
ing. Some of the things I learned
were those hard pills that I had to
swallow, but I am so glad I swal-
lowed them and said amen to the
Word of God. How precious the
Truth is!

The Way of Cain

Jude used three different people
to bring out the seriousness of what
he was talking about. In verse 11 he
said, "Woe unto them [he was
speaking to those he had been talk-
ing about]! for they have gone in the
way of Cain." We should not just
read over that, but let us go back
into the Book of Genesis and read
about Cain. Let us see what way
Cain went in Genesis 4:1-3: "And
Adam knew Eve his wife; and she
conceived, and bare Cain, and said,
I have gotten a man from the LORD.

"And she again bare his brother
Abel. And Abel was a keeper of
sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the
ground. [I want you to notice these
two fellows. The Bible does not tell
us that they had any instructions or
teachings about what God really
expected and demanded, but notice
what else it has to say.] And in pro-
cess of time it came to pass, that
Cain brought of the fruit of the
ground an offering unto the LORD."

What does God require? He
requires the first fruits. I can imag-
ine in my mind that Cain just gath-
ered up some stuff, and maybe some
of it did not look very nice, but he
decided to present it to the Lord
anyway, as though it did not matter.
There was a vast difference between
Cain and Abel. Cain's offering was
not coming from the heart. He was
not concerned about giving God the
best.

Some people have brought me
fresh produce from time to time.
One brother has brought me straw-
berries, and they looked like he had
picked the biggest ones he had and
gave them to me. There was some-
thing special about that. He had his
heart in it. He wanted to give. He
brought them to me different times,
the first of the strawberries. That
was real love. He did not bring them
and say: "Here are a few strawber-
ries. We had more than we could
eat, so I wanted to bring you a few."
He brought me the first ones. I can
just imagine the trouble that Cain
got into.

Genesis 4:4 reads, "And Abel,
he also brought of the firstlings of
his flock and of the fat thereof. And
the LORD had respect unto Abel and
to his offering." This was what God
asked for; Abel was careful of what
he brought. You will find that the
Prophet Samuel said in 1 Samuel
15:22, "Hath the LORD as great
delight in burnt offerings and sacri-
fices, as in obeying the voice of the
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat
of rams." God loves obedience; it is
better than the fat of rams. That was
something to give that to God. Abel
had everything just right and God
took note of that and accepted his
sacrifice. However, the Lord did not
accept Cain's sacrifice. He should
have acted in a different way. It upset
Cain that God rejected his offering
and accepted Abel's offering.

Genesis 4:5-8 continues: "But
unto Cain and to his offering he had
not respect. And Cain was very
wroth, and his countenance fell. And
the LORD said unto Cain, Why art
thou wroth? and why is thy counte-
nance fallen? If thou doest well,
shalt thou not be accepted? [In other
words, God was saying this: 'Cain,
the problem is not with Me; it is
with you. I am not hard to get along
with. I am not a hard taskmaster. If
you do well, you will be accepted.'
You see, the trouble was with Cain.]
and if thou doest not well, sin lieth
at the door. And unto thee shall be
his desire, and thou shalt rule over
him. And Cain talked with Abel his
brother: and it came to pass, when
they were in the field, that Cain rose
up against Abel his brother, and
slew him."
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The Error of Balaam

Going back to Jude, verse 11,
Jude wrote, "Woe unto them! for
they have gone in the way of Cain,
and ran greedily after the error of
Balaam for reward." Do you know
the story of Balaam? In the Old Tes-
tament, in Numbers, Chapter 22,
you can read that King Balak wanted
Balaam to come and curse Israel.
The king offered him gifts. Peter
said in 2 Peter 2:15 that Balaam
loved the wages of unrighteousness.
After this, Balaam had a terrible
time, and finally he was killed in the
battle when the Midianite kings
were slain (Numbers 31:8), but Ba-
laam loved the wages of unrigh-
teousness.

Balaam loved to be rewarded.
He was the one whose donkey
talked to him. You can read about
that in Numbers 22:28. He was a
hardheaded fellow and would not
listen. It was terrible that his donkey
could see more than he could see.
Balaam had his mind on the rewards
promised to him, so much so that he
could not see an angel of the Lord
standing before him with his sword
drawn. First of all, God told Balaam
not to go and curse Israel, as King
Balak requested, but Balaam kept on
troubling God. God said if the king's
men called him in the morning, he
could go with them. The Scripture
lets us know when Balaam got up,
he got his donkey saddled and went
on his way. It does not say a thing
about the men calling him.

The donkey had always been
faithful to Balaam. He had ridden
that donkey many times, but she
started acting strangely that day
because she saw something in the
way up ahead. She saw the angel of
God, and finally she crushed his foot
over against the wall. The angel
went on ahead to a narrow place.
This time the donkey fell down un-
der him.  That made Balaam really
angry. Balaam did not realize it, but
the donkey saved his life. Balaam
started to beat her and got mean with
her, and she turned her head around
and, in essence, said: "Have I not
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[Espec. for Young People—contin. from p. 14]

works of the devil (or unhitched
from them) as fully as the colt was
loosed from the post to which it was
tied or as Lazarus was loosed from
his graveclothes. The sinner is
bound to his guilty past, but when
Jesus forgives and forgets it and
breaks the power of sin, he is no
Sin is the greatest o
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longer subject to the penalty of the
broken law.

Jesus brings complete deliver-
ance, a perfect liberty, and a
heavenly freedom that Jesus gives
by bringing the soul under the law
of liberty, which is the law of love.

"The blood of Jesus Christ, his
Son cleanseth us from all sin"
f detectives: be sure your s
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(1 John 1:7). The good news that
Christ died for everyone's sins and
rose again ought to cause every
poor, lost sinner to come to Him for
mercy and pardon and cleansing. He
is so anxious that all should turn to
Him and be saved from their sins.

Selected
always served you and been a good
donkey? Have I ever gone against
you?" Balaam got so excited that he
said, "If I would have had a sword
in my hand, I would have killed
you." Then Balaam saw the angel
with his sword drawn up ahead in a
place where there was nowhere else
to go.

The Gainsaying of Korah

Jude talked about people who
had "gone in the way of Cain, and
ran greedily after the error of
Balaam for reward, and [then] per-
ished in the gainsaying of Core."
Now I want to go back to Numbers,
Chapter 16. The word gainsay
means "to deny, to contradict, to
speak or act against, to oppose." We
read of those people and sometimes
wonder how could they have been
so blind with all that God did, but
remember there are things that hap-
pen in our day. We must be careful
or we could get caught up in some-
thing against the work of God.

The devil does not use nobodies
to work his schemes. He gets people
of renown, people with influence.
You have to be careful, because if
you get that good influence turned
around, it will cause others to be
drawn away. The devil knows that,
so he does not use a "nobody." That
is the way it was with Korah.

Numbers 16:1-4 says: "Now
Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of
Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan
and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and
On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reu-
ben, took men: And they rose up
before Moses, with certain of the
children of Israel, two hundred and
fifty princes of the assembly, famous
in the congregation, men of renown:
And they gathered themselves to-
gether against Moses and against
Aaron, [Moses ran into a lot of op-
position. He was a meek man. He
suffered many things to bring the
people out of Egypt, yet they
seemed to turn on him quickly and
begin to find fault.] and said unto
them, Ye take too much upon you,
seeing all the congregation are holy,
every one of them, and the LORD is
among them: wherefore then lift ye
up yourselves above the congrega-
tion of the LORD? And when Moses
heard it, [What did Moses do? Did
he get a club and beat on them? No.]
he fell upon his face."

Nothing good was going to
come of that. There was going to be
trouble, and Moses knew that.
Therefore, Moses said to them, in
essence, "If you die the death that
normally comes to people, then God
has not spoken to me; however, if
He brings a new thing, then you will
know that what I am saying is real."
God did bring a new thing. The
earth opened up, those who rebelled
against Moses fell in, and the earth
closed up again. At first, Moses did
not know what was going to happen,
but he knew that they were in trou-
ble. What a sad condition those
people were in, fighting against God
and fighting against truth!

Jesus did everything he could to
warn the people in His day. He let
them know that He had come to give
life and to bring salvation. Do you
know what he did? He looked over
Jerusalem and wept. Do you know
what He said was going to happen to
them because they knew not their
time of visitation? They ought to
have been shouting up and down the
streets of Jerusalem in praise to God
giving them the warning.

What a responsibility you have
to your own soul! No one else can
give your life to God but you. Not
even Jesus can do it if you do not
give it to Him. If you will give your
heart to Him, He will give you a life
that is worth living, a life like you
have never known. Praise God for-
ever! You may say, "I could not live
that kind of life." You could if the
Lord got inside your heart. If He
makes you a new creature, He will
cause you to love the things that you
once hated and to hate the things
that you once loved. Whatever you
need to live for Him, He will give it
to you. God is able. If you are un-
saved, you are lost now. It is not
something that is coming someday,
but you can do something about that
now. If you put it off until death
overtakes you, then you will be lost
forever.

(Compact Disc TR-1826)
in will find you out.



Ephesians 5:1 Be ye therefore
followers of God, as dear children;

2 And walk in love, as Christ
also hath loved us, and hath given
himself for us an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling
savour.

3 But fornication, and all
uncleanness, or covetousness, let it
not be once named among you, as
becometh saints;

4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish
talking, nor jesting, which are not
convenient: but rather giving of
thanks.

5 For this ye know, that no
whoremonger, nor unclean person,
nor covetous man, who is an idola-
ter, hath any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and of God.

6 Let no man deceive you with
vain words: for because of these
things cometh the wrath of God
upon the children of disobedience.
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7 Be not ye therefore partakers
with them.

8 For ye were sometimes
darkness, but now are ye light in the
Lord: walk as children of light:

9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in
all goodness and righteousness and
truth;)

10 Proving what is acceptable
unto the Lord.
Brother James Presley
Unconditional Love

Paul started this Scripture
reading by telling us to be followers
of God. The word follower means
"imitator." A follower of Christ is
one who looks like God, acts like
God, and talks like God. Paul said to
be followers, or imitators, of God, as
dear children. If you are around chil-
dren, you can understand the differ-
ence between a dear child and a dis-
obedient child. A dear child obeys
the commandments of the parents.
He does what his parents tell him to
do. A dear child does what he is sup-
posed to do whether he likes it or
not.

God tells us to be followers of
Him as dear children. Dear children
love and care about one another, and
dear children care about their par-
ents. As dear children, we should
care about one another, be kind to
one another, love one another, and
help one another when someone is in
need. Also, we should encourage one
another, especially those who are
discouraged. That is what dear chil-
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dren do for the Lord. Dear children 
do not think only of them-selves; 
they think of others. 

In verse 2 Paul said to walk in
love, as Christ loved us. Christ loved
us unconditionally. I want you to
think about how Christ died and the
things He did for us. One day while
I was working, I needed a nail, so I
went into the garage to get one.
When I saw those long nails, I
thought of the Cross. I thought about
how the Roman soldiers drove those
nails through Christ's hands and feet
and then hung Him on the old wood-
en Cross after all the things He had
already suffered. He suffered
through the beating, the abuse, the
mocking, and the crown of thorns on
His head. Then they drove nails into
His hands and His feet, but He did it
all willingly for us.

Christ looked two thousand
years ahead, and He knew we were
going to need salvation. He knew
we were going to need a sacrifice
for sin, so He gave Himself uncon-
ditionally. Jesus willingly went to
the Cross. He loved us uncondition-
ally.

As dear children, we ought to
love others as Christ loved us. Are
you willing to sacrifice what you
want for others? Are you willing to
sacrifice time, energy, and finances
to help a brother or a sister? Are you
willing to help a neighbor who may
not be saved? When you reach out
to people in the world and do a good
deed for them, it means something
to them. It makes a difference. Peo-
ple in the world do not help one
another much anymore. We are
living in a selfish age. In the world it
is all about what a person can get for
himself. However, Christians give to
others. Just as Christ gave His life
for us, we need to give our lives for
others.

Romans 5:6 says, "For when we
were yet without strength, in due
time Christ died for the ungodly."
No matter where you stand before
God or how deep in sin you are,
Christ died for you. I am so thankful
that one day He looked down, saw
my sins, and took them away. He
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hung on the Cross for my sins and 
your sins. We are supposed to love
one another just as Christ loved us.
No matter what people say or do to
you, you are supposed to treat them
just as Christ treats you. He loves
you unconditionally. This love is
beyond human comprehension; it
comes from the heart of God.

When God comes into your
heart, He saves you. When I was not
saved, I hated people, and I would
let them know it. However, when
God saved me, He changed me and
put a heart of love in me, and now I
love everybody, no matter what
color their skin is, how much money
they have, or what they say or do to
me. That is how God wants us to be.
We are supposed to have uncondi-
tional love.

"Let No Man Deceive You"

Paul said to be followers of
God, to be as dear children, and to
walk in love as Christ loved us.
When we walk in love, we are a
sweet-smelling savor to God. Then
in verses 3-5 of our Scripture text,
Paul listed some sinful things. In
verse 3 he mentioned fornication,
which is illicit sexual activity. When
you are not married, it is sin to have
sexual relations; that will send you
to hell. The Bible says to flee youth-
ful lusts. You need to get away from
those things that will corrupt your
soul, corrupt your mind, and corrupt
your body.

Next, the Apostle Paul men-
tioned "all uncleanness." He was
speaking not only of physical un-
cleanness but also of mental un-
cleanness. You should not have
wrong attitudes, bitterness, or hatred
toward people. You can have a
smile on your face and bitterness or
hatred toward people. You need to
do away with all uncleanness,
whether others can see it or not.

Paul went on to say in verses
3-4: ". . . covetousness, let it not be
once named among you, as be-
cometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor
foolish talking, nor jesting, which
are not convenient: but rather giving
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of thanks." How thankful are you
for what God has done? We need to
express it more. There is no need to
be quiet about this. Do not worry
about what others may think if you
say, "Thank the Lord!" or "Praise
God!" If you want to walk the aisle
and shout praises to God, do not
worry about offending someone.
The bottom line is that the saints are
going to enjoy it because they have
the right spirit. They may join you.
Praise will affect others. Do not be
afraid to praise the Lord or to say
amen to the message.

You should not be afraid to say
thank the Lord in public. Those little
words have opened many doors for
Christians to invite people to church.
Why is that? People do not hear that
in the world. Instead, many times
they hear constant grumbling and
complaining. Praise is like a bright
light.

In Ephesians 5:6 Paul warned,
"Let no man deceive you with vain
words: for because of these things
[the things he listed] cometh the
wrath of God upon the children of
disobedience." As I read this, I
thought of the thousands of sermons
that have been preached in America.
How many of them have started off
saying that you must be born again?
How many of them said that God
can save people from sin? God can
save you to the uttermost! He can
wash away your sins completely.
You do not have to commit sin. 

I know people who are in false
religion, and there is nothing more
disturbing to me than when we get
into a conversation and they say,
"Well, we all are sinners." No, we
are not. When you get saved, you
are not a sinner anymore. You are a
saint of God. Second Corinthians
5:17 tells us that "old things are
passed away; behold, all things are
become new." Since all things be-
come new, then I am not a sinner
anymore, because that is from the
old life. I am a new creation. I am a
saint of God. I thank the Lord for
that! Again, Paul said, "Let no man
deceive you with vain words." Do
not let men tell you that you cannot



live without committing sin. You
can live above sin if you truly desire
to do so. If you are truly determined
to live for God, if you want to please
the Father above, you can do it, be-
cause God's grace is sufficient for all
things. It is sufficient in the hour of
temptation, and it is sufficient for
healing. God's grace will help you to
stand if you really want to stand. 

Men across the land are preach-
ing that you cannot help but sin;
however, Paul said not to let them
deceive you. You may not be sitting
in their congregation and hearing
them, but you may be around people
who are. Do not let anyone deceive
you. Sometimes you might have to
take a stand and let others know that
God saved you from sin so that you
do not have to sin anymore. Also,
you can show them Scriptures, such
as Romans, Chapter 6.

The Lord can give you victory
over any sin. It always amazes me
that some say, "Well, God saved 
me from drinking and smoking, 
but . . . " They know what they are
doing is wrong, and they know it is
sin. If God can save you from sin,
He can save you from all sin. He is
more than able.

"Walk as Children of Light"

Verse 7 of our Scripture text
reads, "Be not ye therefore partakers
with them." Who was Paul talking
about? He was speaking of those
who are deceiving others. Some-
times you have to take a stand for
what is right, and it separates you
from people. You have to take a
stand and leave it in God's hands.
He is more than able to deal with
souls. Paul also told us why we are
not supposed to be partakers. Our
Scripture text says in verse 8, "For
ye were sometimes darkness, but
now are ye light in the Lord: walk as
children of light." When you are
saved, you are not living in darkness
or sin anymore. You are the light of
the world. 

Our Scripture text states in vers-
es 9-10: "(For the fruit of the Spirit
is in all goodness and righteousness
and truth;) Proving what is accept-
able unto the Lord." Paul listed
some things that we are not sup-
posed to do. He told us to be as dear
children and to walk in the light. 
Your life is proving something. Is it
proving that you are a solid Chris-
tian or a lukewarm Christian? Is it
proving that you are a sinner? Is it
approving what is acceptable to the
Lord?

In some places people have to
take their vehicles in for vehicle
emissions testing. Technicians check
to see whether or not it is working
properly, and if it passes the test,
they give it a stamp of approval. One
day you are going to stand before
God at the Judgment, but now when
you sit under the Word of God, He
is looking you over from top to bot-
tom. He is looking inside your heart
to see if there are any hidden sins
that you are trying to hide. Maybe
some little sin has stained your
garment.

I wear a certain white shirt and
tie, and it looks clean, but under my
tie, there is a little stain on the shirt.
My tie covers that stain. As long as
I am wearing the tie, my shirt looks
clean. You may look perfect in the
eyes of man, but if there is one little
spot, such as a wrong attitude or a
little bitterness, it could keep you
from making it to Heaven. You must
make sure that your life is proving
what is acceptable to the Lord.

Your life is proving something
to the world, and it is proving some-
thing to your family. Most of us
know lost individuals or family
members who are lost or in false
religion. Your life should stand out
as a Christian example. Your actions
should prove that you want God
more than anything else. 

Young person, when you get to
the age of seeking a companion, you
must not put God in second place.
Do not become more interested in a
young man or a young lady than in
reading your Bible or getting closer
to God. That is not acceptable to the
Lord. God said to have no other
gods before Him. God must come
first. If you put someone else before
GospelTrumpeter.com • December 2017
God, you need to get your values re-
adjusted. You need to keep God in
first place.

Pleasing the Lord

When you go to work, your life
should prove something around your
fellow employees. Many things
happen on the job site, whether you
work in a factory or wherever it may
be, and you are going to be tested
and tried. People are watching you
to see whether or not you lose your
temper. When I worked construc-
tion, I accidently shot a nail through
my hand. The guys looked at me to
see if I was going to cuss or throw
my hammer, but I did not do either.
They were amazed. I just took my
tool belt off and went over to one of
the guys and asked him to pull it out
for me. He said, "The fellows
couldn't understand why you didn't
cuss."

I said, "I didn't do that because
I'm a Christian."

One time when I was working
on a lawn tractor, I tore the motor
apart while my aunt was sitting there
talking to my mother. Before I was
saved, I had a bad temper. I tore this
motor apart and put it together. She
watched me do that three or four
times. Finally, she said: "What is
your problem? You are not cussing,
throwing your tools, or hitting any-
thing. Is your name Jim Presley?"

I said, "Yes, but there's a
difference now; I got saved."

A Christian should not yell,
scream and fuss, or lose his temper.
The Christian is different from the
world. If you are different, it proves
something to the people whom you
work around. If you are in school, it
will prove something to your
friends. When your teacher tells you
to get ready for a big test the next
morning, you may hear your friends
complain. If you are a Christian,
they will not hear you complain. It
will give you an opportunity to tell
them that the Lord is in control of
your life, and He will take care of it
when you do your best. When you
are living right, do not be afraid to
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tell others about God. Do not be
afraid to tell them that you pray.
That will stand out and prove some-
thing about your life.

The way you live will also prove
something to yourself. It will show
what you have. I remember a state-
ment that I heard Brother Emerson
Wilson make in a message. He said,
"If you make it through a temptation
or fail in a temptation, it is going to
prove something to you." If you do
not make it through a temptation
without committing sin, you need to
draw closer to God. If you make it
through a temptation, you have the
goods. It also proves that you had
better be ready, because the devil is
after you. How you live proves
something to you. Most importantly,
how you live proves something to
the Lord. He is the One who died on
the Cross for you. He is the One
who loves you unconditionally.

As God looks on you, what is
your life proving to Him? Is it prov-
ing that you are a man or a woman
who can say, "Send me wherever
You want me to go, Lord"? Are you
willing to do what God wants you to
do to prove that you want to be ac-
ceptable in His eyes? Again, verse
10 of our Scripture text says, "Prov-
ing what is acceptable unto the
Lord." Your life should be accept-
able to the Lord. When you do what
God wants you to do in the right
way, God will accept it. When you
follow His will, you will please
Him. As He looks upon you, your
life should put a smile on His face.

Is your life pleasing the Lord?
As He looks over you and examines
your garment, so to speak, can He
say, "That is acceptable to Me"? He
said that about Job. The devil came
to where the sons of God presented
themselves to God. God said to the
devil, in so many words, "Where
have you been?" Satan replied, "I
have been looking all through the
earth. Then God said in Job 1:8,
"Hast thou considered my servant
Job, that there is none like him in
the earth?"

If you are truly sold out to God,
there will be none like you in the
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earth. When you are in the work
force, others are going to say:
"There is none like him here. I have
never seen anyone who can go
through what he goes through and
not lose his temper. He leaves his
worries in God's hands." Again, as
God looks down upon your life, is it
acceptable to Him? Sometimes I
watch my children as they are play-
ing or interacting with one another.
Anyone who has several children
knows they do not always get along.
When I see them getting along, that
makes me happy; that is acceptable
to me. They love one another, worry
about one another, and socialize
with one another.

Then my mind goes to God
watching His children, observing
how we interact with one another,
the world, our families, and our
friends. Can He say that everything
you have ever said to or about any-
body else is acceptable to Him?
Your speech, the way you talk, and
the things you say can get you into
lots of trouble. That is the reason the
Bible says in James 1:19 to be slow
to speak and swift to hear. Your
mouth can get you into a lot of trou-
ble very quickly. You may not even
realize it at the time, and then sud-
denly you get yourself in a corner.
Perhaps you said something that you
should not have said. If so, you need
to go back and make an apology.

Edify the Body of Christ 

If how you talk and how you
live is unacceptable to God, what is
it proving to others? If you have
confidence in someone, you can call
him or her and ask for prayer. It
could be that you do not get along
well with others. Maybe you expect
others to follow through with the
same understanding that you have. 

The Bible tells us in Ephesians
4:29 that we need to speak what is
edifying to the body of Christ. What
you say is going to be either accept-
able or unacceptable to God. How
you talk will prove something to the
Lord and to yourself. The things you
say should be uplifting. When some-
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one is discouraged, you should
encourage that person. It should help
him to press the battle on.

If you tell someone that you are
going to pray for him, then you
should pray for him. Do not just
give lip service, so to speak. When
someone calls me to ask for prayer,
I try to make it a habit to pray for
that request right away, because I do
not want to forget. We are human,
so we can forget when we get busy
in our everyday living. By the help
of God, as soon as I get off the
phone, I say a prayer for that person.

Again, what we say should be
encouraging and helpful to others.
The only thing that some people
want to do is to know other people's
business. Busybodies in other men's
matters is what the Bible calls them.
It is none of our business what other
people are going through, what other
people are struggling with, and what
other people may be battling in this
world. Someone may say, "I will
know how to pray if I know what is
going on." We are supposed to pray
for one another and bear one anoth-
er's burdens, but we do not need to
know all the details of what they are
going through in order to pray for
them. God already knows what they
are going through and what they
need, so all we have to do is ask
God to fulfill their needs. We could
pray: "Help them, Lord. I do not
know what they are going through,
but I know they are battling some-
thing. Whatever they are struggling
with, give them the grace and
strength they need."

Hebrews 12:1 tells us, "Where-
fore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience
the race that is set before us." It does
not say anything about the race that
is set before our brothers or sisters,
but it says "the race that is set before
us." If a brother or a sister is strug-
gling, we ought to pray for him or
her. We need to pray and ask God to
send help. The word prove means,
"to establish the truth or validity by



presentation or evidence." Are you
establishing the Truth of God's
Word by how you live? Can God
see the evidence in your heart?

Walking in the Light

First John 1:7 says, "But if we
walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with an-
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin."
What is light? It is understanding.
We all have different levels of un-
derstanding. You cannot put your
understanding on others. You need
to walk in the light as God gives you
understanding. For example, some
people can only add and subtract.
Others know how to work fractions,
some know algebra, and others
know how to do advanced mathe-
matics. Some understand math on a
higher level than others. The point
is, we all have different levels of
understanding, even on the basics.
Now, it would not be fair for some-
one who knows trigonometry to tell
someone else to figure out a trigo-
nometry equation when all he knows
how to do is add and subtract. Like-
wise, you cannot expect someone
who was recently saved to have the
same understanding as someone
who has been saved for years.

If you try to put on other people
what God has shown you, it is prov-
ing something about yourself. You
need to leave other people with God.
Let the man of God preach the Word
of God. Let the pastor teach as God
gives him direction, and then people
will learn and get greater under-
standing. Also, you cannot put a
time frame on how spiritual people
need to be by a certain time. Let
God do the teaching through the
man of God. Newborn babes do not
understand the things that seasoned
saints of God understand. Some
people eat a little slower than others.
Some people do not grasp things as
quickly as others. You have to be
patient with them and pray for them.
Do not put on others what God has
put on you.

Again, what is your life prov-
ing? Is it acceptable to God through
temptations and trials? Have you
been struggling with temptation?
Have you failed the Lord? Have you
overstepped and committed sin?
What is that proving to God? You
are proving something in the heat of
the battle and in the trials. 

When the devil comes along,
one thing he will try to get you to do
is lose your temper. There is no need
to get upset about things that hap-
pen. You need to just leave them in
God's hands. God will take care of
things. If you need to talk to your
boss about something, you should
do it with a good spirit and be nice
about it. If you complain and throw
things around, what is that showing
your boss? It would prove to him
that you do not have what you say
you have. When you tell someone
that you are a Christian, you are
going to be put to the test. You are
going to go through trials and temp-
tations. How you act in those trials
and temptations is going to show
what you have.

Your Christian Walk

If you have children, what do
they see when you are in a trial or a
temptation? When hard places come
on you as a parent, maybe financial
problems, what do the children see?
They should see parents who endure
to the end, who pray constantly
about circumstances. When you do
not know what to do, you should
pray. I am so glad that when my
children do not feel good about
something or when something hap-
pens, they come to me for prayer. I
am so glad that we have instilled in
them that prayer is the answer.
Prayer is the answer no matter what
the circumstance may be. Sometimes
you need to do a lot of praying in
your Christian walk; prayer is the
answer. How you present yourself
before your children is going to
prove something to them. It is going
to prove how close to God you truly
are. It is going to prove whether you
really trust in God with your whole
heart.
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The Bible tells us we are going
to go through trials and hard places.
We can either get upset and lose out
with God or we can call out to God.
John 16:33b says, "In the world ye
shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world."
It is guaranteed that tribulation will
come, but we do not have to let it
bother us or upset us. We can pray
about it.

There is no greater pleasure
when in a circumstance than know-
ing that God is involved and that we
can leave it in His hands. When you
take a stand while you go through
hard places, God will bring you out
on the other side, and people will
see a difference that they do not see
in others. God is in control. I thank
the Lord for that.

When you read the Bible, it will
encourage you. You can read about
the hard places that those Old Testa-
ment brethren and the Apostle Paul
went through. You can read about
the perils at sea and the perils among
false brethren. Paul suffered peril
after peril, but his life proved some-
thing. It proved something to people
back then, and to this day it is still
proving something.

As you read the Word of God
and read about the things Paul suf-
fered, you will be encouraged. When
Paul was headed for Jerusalem and
he knew that bonds and afflictions
were ahead of him, what did he say?
Acts 20:24 tells us that he said, "But
none of these things move me." This
Scripture proves that if Paul could
do that, we can do it. We can with-
stand the trials that are ahead. If time
goes on and we end up in the same
position as Paul, we can stand as
Paul stood. 

How you live is going to prove
that you are either ready or not ready
to meet God. It is going to prove that
you are heading to a devil's hell or to
Heaven. Your life proves something
to your family, your friends, your
children, your fellow workers or
classmates, and your church family.
It should prove what is acceptable to
God. 

Is your praise to God accept-
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able? When you had a testimony but
you did not testify, is that acceptable
to God? God has been good to each
one of us. If you wake up in the
morning and have breath, that is
something to thank the Lord for. If
you wake up in the morning and you
can walk, that is something to thank
the Lord for. You can see pictures
online of soldiers coming back
home without their limbs. I saw a
soldier standing with two artificial
legs and an artificial arm, but he had
a big smile on his face. I thought to
myself, "I wake up in the morning
and hobble along because my knees
are in poor condition, but he has no
knees." Why should I complain?
God has been so good to me. 

We need to be thankful for what
the Lord has shown us. We should
show others there is something to
what we have. How we live will
show them what we have. You
should hear questions such as, "How
did you do that?" or "How did you
make it through that trial?" or "How
do you live the Christian life?" or
"How do you overcome those ob-
stacles?" Your life is proving some-
thing to others.

Perfecting Your Life

Second Chronicles 16:9 states,
"For the eyes of the LORD run to and
fro throughout the whole earth, to
shew himself strong in the behalf of
them whose heart is perfect toward
him." The Lord's eyes are running to
and fro throughout the whole earth.
He even comes by where you live.
As he looks down, what does He
see? Is it acceptable? In Job we can
read that the devil also looks all over
the place. 

In Job 1:8 God asked him, "Hast
thou considered my servant Job?"
When I read that Scripture, I think
of God looking down and saying,
"Have you considered My servant
Job right there?" Can God say that
about you? As He looks down, can
He say that your life is acceptable to
Him? If He can and you should die
tonight, you would go to Heaven.
On the other hand, if He cannot, you
would end up in a lost eternity.
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God wants to see people who
are proving something to the world.
He wants to see people who have
proven that He is most important in
their lives. What does He see in
you? Is God first in your life or is
the world more important to you
than He is? 

I cannot see what your life is
proving to God. Only you can see
that. Only you know what your life
is proving. Are your Bible reading
and Bible study habits acceptable to
the Lord? Are your visitation and
church attendance acceptable to the
Lord? Does your life prove that you
love the Lord above all other things?
Are you following every command-
ment in the Word of God?

The world can see whether or
not you truly love the Lord. They are
watching. There is no way that you
can hide it. You may say, "I love the
Lord," but do they see that you are
always hanging around worldly
people? If the church is your family,
you should want to be around the
church people. I cannot speak for
anyone else but myself, but I would
rather go to a church function than
to a worldly event. When I go to a
church function, I have a great time.
I am encouraged.

Is your life proving that you are
a true child of God or that you are
lost in sin? As you walk each day,
God is looking down and seeing
something. The secret things that no
one knows about but you and God,
are they acceptable to the Lord? God
is watching. If it is unacceptable
now, it is not going to be acceptable
at the Judgment either.

Are you proving what is
acceptable to God by the way you
are living? Is the way you talk ac-
ceptable to God? How about where
you go and the things you do in this
world, are they acceptable to the
Lord? How about the way you act?
Young person, how do you act when
your parents are not around? Is that
acceptable to the Lord? Our life has
to be acceptable. What do your
neighbors think of you by the way
you act around them? How do you
talk about the church? The way you
act around your neighbors is going
to prove something to them. It is
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going to tell them whether or not
you love God. Are you as spiritual
as you say you are?

In our Scripture text, Paul listed
sinful things that we need to stay
away from. Do you partake in any of
those? Uncleanness covers a lot. Is
there any sin in your life? Do you
have bitterness in your heart? 

David had failure in his life. He
committed sin with Bathsheba, but
he still proved that he had a love for
God because he repented of that sin.
Have you failed the Lord and not
made it right? Have you gone
against God's commandments? May-
be you said something that you
should not have said and you have
not made it right. You need to make
it right. Look at King Saul. We can
prove that he was not fully follow-
ing God. Are you like Saul or
David?

Our Scripture text says in verse
10, "Proving what is acceptable unto
the Lord." Is there anything in your
life that you need to clean up? Is
there anything in your life standing
between you and Heaven? Is there
anything in your life that puts a
mark on it, like that little stain on my
shirt underneath my tie? No one sees
it, but God can see it. Is there any-
thing secret in your life that would
cause God to say that it is unaccept-
able? God examines the heart, but
the Scripture also says to examine
yourself. You need to check your-
self. Are you as dedicated to the
house of God as you should be? Do
you go just to fill a pew? You need
to be dedicated to the house of God. 

Are you as serious as you should
be about serving God? Do you read
your Bible and pray as you should?
If not, then you are not as serious
about serving God as you should be.
This is serious! I cannot make it
serious enough, and I do not know
any man who can. You need to take
living for the Lord seriously. If your
life is not pleasing to the Lord, you
need to pray. You need to take care
of whatever it is that is holding you
back. Ask God to clean you up,
and then you can say, "My life is
acceptable to God."

(Compact Disc TR-1246)



December 27-31 

Make your reservations now to come

and worship the Lord with us in an

old-fashioned meeting at

 God's Acres, Newark, Ohio

The first service begins     
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.    

Send reservations to:

:                    David L. Bush
              725 N. Cedar Street
              Newark, OH 43055

                                            
     Or call (740) 345-1213
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