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C AMP M EETING S EASON I S H ERE A GAIN
Here we are, ready to begin
another camp meeting season at
God's Acres. In just a few weeks
(beginning Sunday, June 19 at
10:00 a.m.), we will gather together
on the old campground. It will be a
time to worship together with God's
people. As always, camp meeting is
a special time when we come into a
godly atmosphere. We will be free
from the hassles of life and, for a
little while, have our souls renewed
and refreshed. What a wonderful
opportunity to feast on the Word of
God and enjoy the good things God
has to share with us! He always
prepares a table for His people,
encouraging the heart. He enriches
us all with greater understanding
and challenges the saints to keep
pressing toward the goal. As the
Psalmist said, "I was glad . . . [to]
go into the house of the L ORD ."
Surely, he loved to have fellowship
with God's people and loved to hear
God's Word proclaimed.
Each year the saints here get
everything ready for your coming.
The appearance of God's Acres and
having clean facilities are important, but our highest priority is to
have a spiritual atmosphere for
you. This is our greatest concern.
Our prayer is that the Spirit of God
will be free to work and do as He
pleases in each service. Camp
meeting is to help lost souls find
salvation and for saints to have
their strength renewed and their
souls encouraged. No doubt, some
have become battle worn through
the
trials
and the
persecutions that they have suffered.
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As this world continues to wax
worse and worse, we need all the
instruction and guidance that we
can receive from the Lord. Learning His ways and the good old
paths is more needful today than
ever before. The Hebrew writer
instructed not to "forsake the assembling of ourselves together"
(Hebrews 10:25). It is the hearing
of the Word of God, believing it,
and obeying it that brings victory
to the soul. James gave sound
admonition when he instructed us
to "be ye doers of the word, and
not hearers only" (James 1:22).
This is not a time to become relaxed or to slack off in our living,
but it is time to "Fight the good
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal
life" (1 Timothy 6:12). The wise
man said to "Buy the truth, and
sell it not" (Proverbs 23:23). In
other words, you need to get all
the truth you can get, and then do
not let it slip away from you.
Truth
brings
freedom
and
spiritual stability.
These camp meetings are
designed with your spiritual welfare in mind. Here at God's Acres
our desire is to provide a spiritual
place for you to come to. Allow us
to encourage you to be here and to
have your soul fed and enriched.
We write these things to stir up
your pure minds and to "provoke
[you] unto love" (Hebrews 10:24).
Remember, living for God takes
great effort on our part. To make
it to Heaven requires deep
determination and consecration.
[continued on page 24]

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.
19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.

The Cardinal Teachings
of the Church
Sanctification

Brother Roger L. Decker
The Final Authority on Doctrine
We want to look for a while at
what sanctification is and what it is
not, using the Bible as the final authority on doctrine and all spiritual
matters. In this last message on the
cardinal teachings of the church, I
want to say that the subject of sanctification is one of the most controversial teachings in the Word of
God. It has caused men to separate,
to show wrong spirits, to have
wrong attitudes, and even to set up

party spirits among different groups.
I believe we need to know the truth
about it, but at the same time I do
not believe that we need to fuss over
it. To show a wrong attitude about
any doctrine is wrong.
To study a subject as important
as sanctification, we must get beyond sixth-seal books. We are living
in the seventh seal. We need to get
beyond the traditions and the teachings of the sixth seal. Those brethren
walked in all the light that they had,
and they declared the truth. Thank
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God for it, but light, knowledge, and
understanding move on.
If I were to ask different people
what the word sanctification means
to them, undoubtedly, I would receive varied answers. They would
be like the disciples were in Matthew 16:13 when Jesus asked,
"Whom do men say that I the Son of
man am?" They replied in verse 14,
"Some say that thou art John the
Baptist: some, Elias; and others,
Jeremiah, or one of the prophets."
Concerning the doctrine of
3

sanctification, to some it is a second
work of grace, for some it is the
baptism of the Holy Ghost, some say
it might be the removal of inbred
sin, or the purging of a carnal nature, and others might say it is full
consecration or a doctrine. The subject of sanctification could not be
covered in only one message, but in
this message I want you to get a
little insight as to what it is and what
it is not and gain some understanding regarding it.
The church that Jesus built does
teach sanctification. It is a necessary
doctrine in the Word of God. In the
Old Testament the word sanctify
came from the Hebrew word
qadash, which means "to make, to
pronounce, or to observe as clean
ceremonially or morally." For example, people, places, objects, days, or
seasons, just to name a few, were
sanctified to the Lord.
I want to use a few Scriptures to
back up what I just said. In Exodus
13:2 we can read about the sanctification of the firstborn. The verse
states, "Sanctify unto me all the
firstborn, whatsoever openeth the
womb among the children of Israel,
both of man and of beast: it is
mine." Then we read in Exodus
29:44 that the altar and the tabernacle were sanctified. It reads, "And
I will sanctify the tabernacle of the
congregation, and the altar: I will
sanctify also both Aaron and his
sons, to minister to me in the priest's
office." We read in Deuteronomy
5:12 that a day was sanctified:
"Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it,
as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee."
In these few Scriptures that you
have read, the firstborn, the altar, the
priesthood, the tabernacle of the
congregation, and a day were sanctified. They were separated from
worldly use and consecrated to the
ceremonial service of the Lord. As I
mentioned previously, some say that
sanctification is a second work of
grace, but in reality, the Bible speaks
of many works of grace.
Paul was made a wise master
builder by the grace of God. In
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1 Corinthians 3:10 Paul wrote, "According to the grace of God which is
given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation,
and another buildeth thereon. But
let every man take heed how he
buildeth thereupon." We were saved
by grace. Paul wrote in Ephesians
2:8, "For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God." With
every gift received by a member of
the body comes the grace to operate
the gift.
Romans 12:6 says, "Having then
gifts differing according to the grace
that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the
proportion of faith." The truth of the
matter is that it takes a work of
grace in the heart daily to be what
God expects of every one of us.
Salvation Is Always on
God's Terms
In the New Testament the word
translated as sanctification is
hagiazo, which means "to purify, to
consecrate, to make holy, to separate
things profane." Sanctification is a
process on a soul that begins before
conversion, goes on during conversion, and continues until that soul
lays down the robe of flesh and
enters into eternity.
Before I get into sanctification,
let me first explain how man got into
sin, and let me say this: as a human
being, you have everything you need
to go into sin, and you have it present in your life right now. What is
it? You have the flesh, and it makes
no difference how long you have
been saved or how spiritual you feel
you are. You have everything in
your possession to take you into sin,
the same as Adam and Eve had.
They were put here by God, and
they had no inbred sin.
It is the members of the flesh, or
the members of the body, that take
an individual into sin. Although you
are saved, you have everything you
need in your life right now to lead
you back into sin if you do not keep
the flesh under. Adam and Eve were
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put on this earth by God. They did
not come here the same way we did,
in that sense. They came into this
world as adults, but we came as
newborn babies; we came up
through infancy.
As we begin, I want you to look
at the sanctification of the sinner.
Before one is saved, he is sanctified.
Salvation begins with a call from
God. Second Thessalonians 2:13
reads, "But we are bound to give
thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because
God hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth." It is God choosing a person
that brings one to salvation.
How are you called? You are
called through the Spirit of God.
John 6:44 says, "No man can come
to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and I will raise
him up at the last day." It is God
who opens the door of salvation, and
it is God who sends out the call.
Salvation is always on God's terms;
it is never on one's own terms. You
must line up with the Truth of God's
Word if you are to be saved. The
Truth of God's Word does not line
up with you.
God puts out a call to the sinner
who has his roots in the world. In
John 16:8 Jesus said, "And when he
is come, he will reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment." What was He saying?
The Spirit of God reproves, convicts
the world of sin, and shows the righteousness of Christ.
We can see this in Acts 24:25
when Paul was standing before
Felix. It says, "And as he reasoned
of righteousness, temperance, and
judgment to come, Felix trembled,
and answered, Go thy way for this
time; when I have a convenient
season, I will call for thee." The
convenient season is not when an individual calls; the convenient season
is when God calls an individual.
That is an example of sanctification,
when the Spirit pleaded with Felix.
He thought the cost was too great to
accept Jesus Christ.

Counting the Cost
The sanctifying work of the
Holy Spirit always calls one to
Christ. He does not call a person to
join a church, but He brings one to
Jesus Christ, Who is Truth. Revelation 22:17 states, "And the Spirit
and the bride say, Come. And let
him that heareth say, Come. And let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely."
Sanctification is part of the call
to be saved. As I said before, the
Holy Spirit always leads a person to
Jesus Christ, or to Truth. The first
basic truth that the Spirit of God
calls a person to is holiness. First
Thessalonians 4:7 reads, "For God
hath not called us unto uncleanness,
but unto holiness." God teaches you
even when you are living in sin that
you cannot continue to live in sin
and have Jesus Christ in your life.
A person has to count the cost,
and he counts the cost before he
comes to an altar of prayer. I am
going to prove this to you, first by
my own experience, and then by the
Word of God. When I was living in
sin, I knew that I could not continue
what I was doing and be a Christian.
The message was preached and the
Spirit of God dealt with my soul, but
I had to count the cost before I went
to an altar of prayer.
The Bible says in Luke 14:2833: "For which of you, intending to
build a tower, sitteth not down first,
and counteth the cost, whether he
have sufficient to finish it? Lest
haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all
that behold it begin to mock him,
Saying, This man began to build,
and was not able to finish. Or what
king, going to make war against
another king, sitteth not down first,
and consulteth whether he be able
with ten thousand to meet him that
cometh against him with twenty
thousand? Or else, while the other is
yet a great way off, he sendeth an
ambassage, and desireth conditions
of peace. So likewise, whosoever he
be of you that forsaketh not all that

he hath, he cannot be my disciple."
When does one become a
disciple? He becomes a disciple
when he gets saved, but first, he
must count the cost. Before I got
saved, I had some sinful vices present in my life. The things that stood
out the most to me at that time were
these: I was a drinker, a gambler,
and a tobacco smoker. I thought I
could never get victory over those
things. They stood out the most to
me because previously I had tried in
my own strength to free myself from
the tobacco habit, from alcohol, and
from gambling.
When I heard the message of
how Christ could set me free, I
counted the cost. Was I going to an
altar of prayer and pray and go back
into it again? No, I wanted an end to
those sinful vices in my life. I did
not want to start living for Christ
and then give up and go back into
sin. I was sanctified by the Spirit.
A Dividing Line
We know there is a dividing line
between a child of God and a child
of the devil. First John 3:9-10 says:
"Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin; for his seed remaineth
in him: and he cannot sin, because
he is born of God. In this the children of God are manifest [or made
known], and the children of the
devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he
that loveth not his brother."
You cannot live in sin or
practice sin and be accepted of God;
there is a dividing line. The child of
God lives free from sin. Jesus said in
John 8:32, "And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you
free." From what does the Truth
make you free? Does it only make
you free from hell? The Truth makes
you free, not only from trouble but
also from sin.
Sanctification works on a sinner
and causes him to separate himself
from the world and to yield his life
unreservedly to the will of God. The
Spirit of God convinces the sinner
that he is guilty. In Romans 7:7 Paul
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talked about not knowing covetousness except the law said, "Thou shalt
not covet." What happened? Sin
came to life, and sin came to his
knowledge. Sin has a power, and it
is stronger than you are, friend. No
matter how hard you try, you are
going to end up serving the devil
when you live in sin.
The Prophet Jeremiah said in
Jeremiah 13:23, "Can the Ethiopian
change his skin [of course not], or
the leopard his spots [of course
not]? then may ye also do good, that
are accustomed to do evil [of course
not]." It takes God in a person's life
for that one to do good. I repeat, the
Spirit of God always brings you to
Jesus Christ.
There is sanctification at
conversion—you are separated from
your sins. The Apostle Paul wrote in
Ephesians 5:24-28: "Therefore as
the church is subject unto Christ, so
let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love
your wives [the wife is not a piece
of furniture or a rug to be walked
on, but the husband is to love his
wife], even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it; That
he might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the word,
That he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that
it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their
wives as their own bodies. He that
loveth his wife loveth himself."
These verses of Scripture are not
dealing with a second work of grace,
but rather they are dealing with what
took place at Calvary, when Christ
gave Himself for the church.
Bible Conversion
You read in Acts 20:28, "Take
heed therefore unto yourselves, and
to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God,
which he hath purchased with his
own blood." There is the call to be
an overseer. An overseer is one
whom the Holy Ghost calls to feed
5

the Church of God. God did not call
me to feed the Baptist Church or the
Pentecostal Church. He called me to
feed the Church of God, because she
is the only one that He purchased
with His own blood; she is a bloodbought church. We read in Hebrews
10:10, "By the which will we are
sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all."
Hebrews 9:13-14 states: "For if
the blood of bulls and of goats, and
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying
of the flesh: How much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself
without spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to
serve the living God?"
In Bible conversion, the blood
of Jesus Christ covers and cleanses
one who repents from sin, and the
conscience is purified. The church
was bought and sanctified when
Jesus died on the Cross. In conversion, one is separated from sin,
cleansed, and made a member of the
kingdom, or the Church of God.
First Corinthians 12:13 tells us, "For
by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether we be Jews or
Gentiles, whether we be bond or
free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit." At conversion, sanctification is a separation
from sin.
Is a person sanctified after conversion? First Thessalonians 5:23
states, "And the very God of peace
sanctify you wholly [to the end]; and
I pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ." The word wholly
means, "complete to the end." There
is progression in the Christian's life;
there is room for growth.
When I got saved, God forgave
all my sins up to that particular time.
I was very ignorant of God's law.
Although some sins stood out to me,
when I got saved, I asked God to
forgive me for every sin. I did not
even know of or remember all the
sins that I had committed.
As I continued to follow Christ,
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I experienced spiritual growth. This
was sanctification of the soul, the
spirit, and the body. There is progression. The Apostle Peter wrote in
2 Peter 3:18, "But grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be
glory both now and for ever.
Amen." He wrote in 1 Peter 2:2, "As
newborn babes, desire the sincere
milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby."
When I first got saved, I had a
real desire to get into the Word of
God. I wanted to learn everything I
could learn about serving God. I got
so thrilled when God showed me
something new in the Bible. I remember coming home from work
and sitting down at the table to read
the Bible. The Word of God thrills
every newborn babe. I desired the
sincere milk of the Word.
Peter was telling the newborn
babes that they needed to grow, or
to be perfected. Hebrews 10:14 says,
"For by one offering he hath
perfected for ever them that are
sanctified." Peter said that newborn
babes are to grow, and the writer of
Hebrews said God has cleansed and
perfected those who are sanctified.
Man is a compound creature: he is
soul, spirit, and body. The real you
is on the inside of the body, and it is
God's will that all be separated from
that which is profane and dedicated
to God. Your spirit (which is the life
of the soul), the soul (which is the
life of the body), and the body must
be dedicated to the will of God.
Sanctified Through Truth
How does one progress in
sanctification? John 17:17 reads,
"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth." When one hears the
preaching of the Word, that is what
sets him apart a little more each time
truth is revealed and walked in. At
conversion, one is instantly set free
from all sin. As one continues his
walk with Christ, the Word of God
makes him more and more like
Jesus, and there is less of himself.
The Spirit of God always leads a
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Christian further away from the
world.
Sanctification is not a single act
of grace. If it were, the saints would
not need any perfecting. What does
the Bible say? Paul said in Ephesians 4:11-12: "And he gave some
[not all], apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; For the
perfecting of the saints, for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ."
You are perfect when you get
saved, as far as your soul is concerned, but a perfecting work has to
be done on every individual until he
leaves this world. You do not know
all the things that could be a hindrance in your life. That is the reason you need to sit under the teachings of the Word of God anointed by
the Holy Spirit. Paul said it is for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work
of the ministry, and for the edifying
of the body. What does it mean to
edify something? It means to build it
up. Those positions in the church are
given to build up the body of Christ.
A Cleansing Work
After conversion, there is a
cleansing work that every saint must
do. When you hear the Word of God
and God tells you to lay aside some
weights, then you need to walk in
the light that God has given you.
God holds you responsible to do it.
Of course, His Holy Spirit will help
you, just as in the Book of Numbers
when God told the children of Israel
to drive out the inhabitants of the
land. He will give you the power to
drive out whatever He tells you to
get rid of.
Some people expect God to take
away the smoking habit, but He
never gave it to you. Also, the devil
cannot put a cigarette in your mouth.
You are the one who does it, but
God will give you the power to drive
that habit out of your life. When you
have to drive something out of your
life, it is not going to be easy.
Here is a Scripture that shows
you the meaning of sanctification

after conversion. The Apostle Paul
penned in 2 Corinthians 7:1, "Having therefore these promises, dearly
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear
of God."
First John 1:7 reads, "But if we
walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin."
Now, the blood will cleanse you
from sin, but the blood will not keep
you from going back into sin if you
choose to do so. God's Holy Spirit
will keep you from sin if you want
to be kept free.
Sanctification is not a confusing
doctrine. I repeat, there is sanctification before conversion, there is sanctification at conversion, and there is
sanctification after conversion as
you walk in the light and separate
yourself from all profane things.
First John 1:9 says, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness." All sin
is forgiven at conversion. Romans,
Chapter 6, is confusing to some
people. Paul wrote in verses 1-7:
"What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may

abound? God forbid. How shall we,
that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein? Know ye not, that so many
of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death?
"Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness
of life. For if we have been planted
together in the likeness of his death,
we shall be also in the likeness of
his resurrection: Knowing this, that
our old man is crucified with him,
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should
not serve sin. For he that is dead is
freed from sin." When did you stop
serving sin? I know when I stopped.
I stopped when I got saved. When I
confessed and forsook my sins, that
was when I ceased from sin.
Again, Paul said in verse 6,
"Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with him, that the body of
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth [from that time forth] we
should not serve sin." When does
the old man die? He dies in salvation, and that is when you stop serving sin. To commit sin, you must
have knowledge of what you are
doing. You stop serving sin when

you are converted. That is when I
stopped.
Certainly, I had to be perfected,
but as far as my soul was concerned,
I was free from sin. I was perfect
before God. How are you going to
get into Heaven if your soul is not
perfect? Now, I am not talking about
your outward man and the mistakes
that you might make. I am talking
about your soul. Your soul has to be
perfect or you are not going to get
into Heaven.
Are you walking in all the light
and understanding that you have
received? If you are not, you are in
trouble with God. The basis for fellowship is the blood and walking in
the light. If you are not walking in
all the light that the Lord has shown
you, your soul is at stake. God is
calling His people to a holy walk, a
cleaner walk, a walk that resembles
Jesus Christ in a greater way. Too
many times the flesh gets in the way.
All you have to do is watch people,
especially when they leave a congregation. If you are walking in the
light, you are going to become more
like Christ. You are not going to be
more like the world. Are you
becoming more like Christ?
(Compact Disc TR-1395)

WORKERS IN HIS SERVICE
God never goes to the lazy or the idle when He needs men for His service—
Moses was busy with his flocks at Horeb.
Gideon was busy threshing wheat.
Saul was searching for his father's lost livestock.
Elisha was busy plowing with his twelve yoke of oxen.
Nehemiah was busy bearing the king's cup.
Peter and Andrew were busy casting a net into the sea.
James and John were busy mending their nets.
Matthew was busy collecting customs.
Saul was busy persecuting the followers of Jesus.
Let's all get busy at this great work, and the Lord will use and bless us.
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2 Timothy 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen
him to be a soldier.

Brother Walter Bergenthun
Fighting the Good
Fight of Faith
The Apostle Paul was giving
admonition to young Timothy about
being a good soldier for Jesus.
Those who have been in the military
know what being a soldier requires.
A soldier for Jesus may be young or
old, male or female, educated or
uneducated, or of any race. Jesus
can use you to fight the good fight
of faith.
In this spiritual warfare, we do
not fight with carnal weapons, as in
a literal army, but we fight with
spiritual weapons. We have an adversary (the devil) that has been
around since the Garden of Eden,
where he worked through a serpent
to deceive. Our adversary is clever
at what he does. He is what one
would call "an evil genius." We are
no match against this enemy without
God.
8

Paul testified concerning hardships. He did not have it easy. You
can read in 2 Corinthians 11:23-25:
"Are they ministers of Christ? (I
speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes
above measure, in prisons more
frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews
five times received I forty stripes
save one. Thrice was I beaten with
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I
suffered shipwreck, a night and a
day I have been in the deep."
The Apostle Paul endured all of
these. The reason that he faced all
these hardships was that the devil
was trying to stop him from preaching the Gospel. Although he went
through all kinds of adversity, he
was fighting and enduring hardness
as a good soldier. In those days it
was really tough to be a Christian.
They had to go through much persecution. I do not know if you have
read Foxe's Book of Martyrs, but
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many people recanted in those days
when they faced torture and death.
For instance, if a person spoke
against the Catholic Church in the
Dark Ages, they would stone that
person or burn him at the stake
unless he recanted.
In the days of the Apostle Paul,
the disciples were accused of turning
the then-known world upside down,
but actually they were just turning it
right side up. The devil was out to
get them. Paul admonished Timothy
to fight the good fight of faith. He
let him know that in order to be a
good soldier, one has to endure
hardness. The Apostle Paul was
being pounded by the devil because
he was spreading the Gospel. He
had a great passion and burden for
souls. He did not get lax, but he
labored more abundantly.
In 2 Corinthians 11:26 the Apostle Paul said, "In journeyings often,
in perils of waters, in perils of rob-

bers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in
perils in the city, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in
perils among false brethren." Since
Paul was a literal Jew, you would
think that the Jews would have been
friendly toward him, but they were
not. They were not friendly toward
Jesus Christ either. Jesus went to
His own, and His own crucified
Him.
The Jews really worked hard
against the Apostle Paul. Everywhere he went, either a revival or a
riot took place. He had to work
against much opposition, but he
accomplished a lot in the early
morning church. The church was on
fire for the Lord. When you start
firing against the enemy, he is going
to fire back. The devil did everything he could to stop Paul, but Paul
had a passion for souls. He stayed
close to God and Jesus Christ. He
was one of the greatest men that you
can read about in the Bible.
Keep the Fire Burning
The devil likes to sow tares in
with the wheat. Some people look
like wheat, but they are really tares.
Tares are obnoxious plants that
grow well with the wheat. In fact,
you cannot tell the difference between the wheat and the tares until
the wheat matures. Paul said he had
perils among false brethren. Some
brethren were being used as instruments of Satan, just as some people
are today. If you are not careful, you
can be used by the enemy.
We are in a battle. It would be
nice if we had no persecution and
could go to Heaven on flowery beds
of ease, but that is not the way it
is. We are in a conflict. Paul wrote
in Ephesians 6:12, "For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places." We
have an enemy. The Apostle Peter
said in 1 Peter 5:8, "Be sober, be
vigilant, because your adversary the

devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may
devour." He is out to get each of us
in one way or another, so we have to
watch and to be on our guard. We
have to be good soldiers.
I have been in the military
service, and I had to go through
basic training. I did not like it, and
it was a rude awakening for me. Our
drill instructors were not friendly
or even nice. Both of them were
from Mississippi, and the first thing
one of them said was, "I'm from
Mississippi, and I hate Yankees."
I thought, "Oh, boy, are we in
trouble!" After he was done with us,
I really believed it.
They were used for a purpose.
God has a purpose for each of us, so
sometimes we have to go through
some training. We have Sunday
school teachers and pastors who
instruct us concerning the rules that
we have to obey in living for God.
These rules found in the Bible are
easy to keep because we love the
Savior. People may make fun of us,
but they do not understand the joy
that is inside our hearts. Strangely,
worldly pleasures seem to become
dim when you have real salvation.
Our choir sings a song entitled
"Keep the Fire Burning," and we
need to do that. One way to keep the
fire burning in your soul is to assemble yourself with the saints in the
house of God. Another way is to
witness to others. Also, we have to
pray, and sometimes we need to fast.
At times we have to endure hardness. It is not always easy to go
against the flesh. The flesh does not
want to surrender, so we have to
bring it under. The biggest enemy
that you face is that fellow in the
mirror. That fellow in the mirror will
give you more trouble than anybody,
so you have to ask God for help.
We all have different characteristics, and we come from different
walks of life. Even though we are
different, we can be molded into
one, and that is pleasing to God. As
Christians, we have a job on our
hands, and that is to try to reach this
lost and dying world. We are the salt
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of the earth and the light of the
world. It is important to keep our
light shining, because many people
are living in sin, and they need help.
Stay on the Winning Side
Many people do not get saved
because they do not want to give up
certain things. However, in salvation
you gain lots of positive things. People do not understand the positive
things that come with salvation. You
are serving the great I AM. He is the
Master of every situation and circumstance, and He will never let
you down. You can always count on
Him. He said He would never leave
you nor forsake you. You cannot see
Him with the naked eye; you can
only see Him by faith.
God hears and answers prayer.
The enemy will try to cut off your
supply line. In a natural army, if you
cut off its supply line, it will succumb to the enemy. You must keep
the supply line open to be victorious.
We serve a wonderful Master, and
He will help you to conquer your
adversary.
Paul continued to speak of his
hardships in 2 Corinthians 11:27
when he stated, "In weariness and
painfulness, in watchings often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings often,
in cold and nakedness." Paul said he
suffered weariness. The enemy will
work on you when you are tired.
That is when you have to really fight
the good fight of faith, and it is not
always easy.
When I first got saved, I was up
on a high plain. I loved everybody
and thought everybody loved me,
but I soon found that was not always
the case. I found that the enemy did
not like me. We are living in the
devil's backyard, and he is ruling
over an unregenerate world. Many
people do not like what we stand
for, and they do not like the One
whom we serve.
Exodus 15:3 reads, "The LORD
is a man of war: the LORD is his
name." The Lord knows all about
combat, and He has never lost a
battle. He is on that white horse
9

spoken of in the Book of Revelation,
and the armies of the Lord follow
Him as He goes forth conquering
and to conquer. God has never lost a
battle, and we are on the winning
side with Him.
Before I was saved, I was on the
losing side, but with God I am on
the winning side. With God we are
always winners. The enemy is going
to war against you. He is going to
try to attack you in your weak
places. Sometimes he will even
work on your strong places.
In 2 Corinthians 11:27 Paul
mentioned that he was in fastings
often. In addition to finding a solution to a burden, fasting will draw
one closer to God. Sometimes you
have to discipline yourself to fast.
Many people do not like the word
discipline. Being disciplined to fast
brings in the love of God. You do
not do it because you have to, but
because you want to be more
spiritual.
Paul continued in 2 Corinthians
11:27-28: ". . . in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are
without, that which cometh upon me
daily, the care of all the churches."
Sometimes Paul was cold and did
not have sufficient garments. The
Apostle Paul is at the top of the list
as far as setting the right kind of
example. People complain that they
do not have this or that, and they do
not feel that it is fair that they have
to go through such meager times.
Sometimes we have to learn to
suffer need.
The Apostle Paul said in
Philippians 4:11, "Not that I speak
in respect of want: for I have
learned, in whatsoever state I am,
therewith to be content." This was
something that he had to learn; it did
not just happen. Through experience, Paul learned that God was in
charge and that God was taking care
of his needs. Paul also said in
1 Timothy 6:8, "And having food
and raiment let us be therewith content." Many people are going wild
over the things of this world. They
are getting wrapped up in this fast
moving society.
10

Salvation Makes a Difference
In 2 Corinthians 11:29 Paul said,
"Who is weak, and I am not weak?
who is offended, and I burn not?"
Before Paul became a Christian, he
was a persecutor of the church. You
can read in the Book of Acts how he
was traveling from Jerusalem to
Damascus, which was about one
hundred thirty-five miles, with letters from the high priest so that he
could persecute Christians in Damascus. He was going to have them
imprisoned. He had a small army
with him, and he was zealous to stop
the teachings of Christ. On the way
to Damascus, Paul saw a light from
heaven shining brighter than the
noonday sun, and he heard a voice
speak to him. That was before his
name was changed from Saul to
Paul. In Acts 9:4 we read that Jesus
said to him, "Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me?" After that, he
learned the Scriptures and contended
with the Jews and debated with
them, proving by the Scriptures that
Jesus was the Christ, and he was
winning converts.
Paul's conversion caused an
uproar in Damascus. Second Corinthians 11:32-33 reads: "In Damascus
the governor under Aretas the king
kept the city of Damascenes with a
garrison, desirous to apprehend me:
And through a window in a basket
was I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands." Officials were
looking for Paul and had a warrant
for his arrest. He was inside the city,
and the city had walls around it, so a
person could not just walk out unseen. There was a window in the
wall in Damascus, and the saints put
Paul in a basket and put him out the
window and lowered him with a
rope so that he could escape. Others
were trying to kill him, but God was
with him. When God is with you,
who can be against you?
Being a soldier of Jesus Christ
means that one is a volunteer. No
one is drafted. No one can make a
person become a Christian. You can
only become a Christian because
you want to be one. The day that
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you seek Him with your whole
heart, He will be found of you. Salvation makes a difference. He will
give you joy in your heart. Something will happen inside that you
cannot explain. You will become
interested in things that you were
not interested in before, such as
reading the Bible, praying, and
going to church.
Today many churches are dead
spiritually. They have no spiritual
life in them, yet they have a form of
religion. Unfortunately, there is a lot
of that today. A lot of people have a
religious profession but no possession. It is a sad condition. There are
churches everywhere, so you would
think that with so many churches in
the land, our country would not be
in such bad shape morally and spiritually, but it is. Religion cannot save
you. It takes Christ to save you, and
Christ is the Head of the church. He
is the Door that lets you in. You
cannot get in through the pope.
When you are born again, Christ
changes you completely. The things
you used to hate, you love, and the
things you once loved, you hate.
You become a new creature in
Christ Jesus, and old things pass
away. You do not have to worry
about people that you used to hang
around with. Once you get saved, if
you give a good, hot testimony, others will either come with you or go
the other way. How can two walk
together unless they are agreed with
God? When you have a different
master, you serve different kingdoms. If you are saved, You are now
in the kingdom of light. You once
were in the kingdom of darkness.
Once you are saved, worldly people
will not understand you.
Be Steadfast in the Faith
God does not save people on a
family plan. Being in a Church of
God family helps, but that cannot
save you. When you have enlisted in
His service, there are no discharges
unless you backslide. You are in a
conflict of Truth against error. The
church does not produce the Truth;

the Truth produces the church. We
are what we are because of the
Truth, and the Truth makes us free.
Also, the Truth gives us understanding.
One earmark of false religion is
that the people do not live free from
sin. They fight holiness and say you
must sin. They lower the standard of
God's Word in their lives. I thank
God for the Bible standard. I am
thankful for men of God who will
stand up and faithfully declare the
Word without fear or favor. Everybody can be included in salvation,
because it is for whosoever will.
We are in a spiritual warfare. In
the schools our children are letting
their light shine. Even though they
may be ridiculed and made fun of,
they do not need to be ashamed,
because they are serving a great
Master, our Lord and Savior.
Christian young people must
withstand peer pressure. Worldly
young people will try to get them to
bend to their ways. Unfortunately
the public schools do not even allow
Bible reading in the schools anymore. When I was a child in school,
we had Bible reading, we prayed,
and we recited the Pledge of Allegiance. The devil has gotten in and
has taken away these things. It is a
battle now to stand for what is right.
It is easy to go along with the crowd.
Any "dead fish" can float along with
the current, but it takes a live one to
swim upstream. Young person, you
have to resist the devil and be steadfast in the faith. You must not give
in to him. Remember, the devil
walks about as a roaring lion.
When people enter basic training
in the military, the officers want to
mold everyone as a potter would a
lump of clay. A soldier cannot act
independently. The officers want
everyone to work as a group, in a
team effort, which is a good thing.
As Christians, we have to learn to
work together. As workers together,
one man plants and another man
waters, but God gives the increase.
If everybody did his own thing, we
would not have any organization;
there would probably be chaos.

Therefore, we have to learn to work
well with one another. Sometimes
problems have to be worked out.
This is where we have to exercise
discipline.
Also, we have to learn to take
orders. A lot of people do not like to
take orders, but we have to obey our
Commander. In the military sometimes we had to stand guard. Likewise, you have to stand guard over
your soul and pay attention to what
is going on, because the enemy is
slick. He can come in as a saboteur,
and you may not realize what is
happening. In the military if someone was caught sleeping on guard
duty, he was court-martialed and
punished. Guards must stay awake,
especially during wartime.
As Christians, we have to stay
awake, because we have an enemy
that is out to get us. He does not
always appear as a lion though.
Sometimes the enemy may appear as
an angel of light and carry a Bible
under his arm. He can even quote
Scriptures. He quoted Scriptures to
Jesus in the wilderness. Jesus answered, "It is written." The Word of
God is important because it is one of
our weapons against the devil. The
devil fears the Word of God.
How to Be a Good Soldier
In the military we each had a
rifle. We had to learn to take it apart
and clean it. Also, we had to respect
it and take good care of it. They
wanted us to realize that our weapons were very important. Church,
we have a weapon, and our weapon
is the Word of God. It is sharper
than any two-edged sword, and it is
a discerner of the thoughts and intent of the heart, dividing the soul
and the spirit.
We are up against an enemy that
is confident; therefore, we have to
watch. In this spiritual war, we have
to learn to be disciplined. We need
to learn to pay attention and learn
how to control ourselves. When you
get saved, you have to learn that you
cannot give in to sin. When I joined
the military, I was no longer my
GospelTrumpeter.com • June 2016

own; I belonged to the government.
When you got saved, Jesus purchased you with His own precious
blood on Calvary's Cross, and you
are no longer your own; you belong
to Him. Now He tells you what to do
and what not to do. His rules and
commandments are found in the
Bible. If you have the Holy Spirit
within, His commandments are not
grievous. In the time of war, you
have to study your enemy. We have
an enemy, and we need to study the
wiles of this enemy. He has a lot of
tricks that he is ready to use.
We are designed for this
spiritual conflict. As I said earlier,
you cannot go to Heaven on a flowery bed of ease. You will not always
get patted on the back. The friends
you have may turn their backs on
you, and sometimes family members
may shun you. Matthew 24:13 says,
"But he that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be saved." It is
worth it all to be His child because a
prize is awaiting each of us. As one
song says, "There's too much to gain
to lose."
Child of God, you need to be
careful of getting involved in entanglements. Entanglements are things
that you can get yourself wrapped
up in that make you less available
for the work of God. A lot of times
people could be used of God, but
they are too busy. People can get so
busy that they do not take time for
God.
As soldiers for Christ, we have
to go by the Book, the inspired
Word of God. It is the Christian's
manual. We have to obey it, and it
keeps us all together in one. The
Word of God never wears out. You
can read it over and over again, and
there is always something new to get
out of it that you have never seen
before. It will bless and strengthen
you to fight the good fight of faith. It
is not hard to read. I love to read the
Bible.
A good soldier learns to work,
and there is much work to do in the
Kingdom of God. There are many
things that you can do; one is to visit
the sick, and another is to pray.
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We cannot afford to be careless
in wartime because it might be the
last mistake that we ever make. We
have to pay attention to what is
going on. We have a very subtle
enemy. He is good at what he does.
He may send people around who
will try to lead us astray. They may
be wolves in sheep's clothing, and a
wolf devours sheep, so we each
need to be careful. We need to be
diligent to make our calling and
election sure. We cannot be complacent and be like a piece of putty and
just give in to things.
Learning Submission
When my son was in school, the
physical education teacher told him
to wear shorts to gym class, but I
insisted that he wear long pants. He
did not want to, but he obeyed me.
Sometimes you have to go against
the grain, so to speak, and do things
that upset other people.
Ephesians 6:11-17 reads: "Put
on the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand.
"Stand therefore, having your
loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace;
Above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God."
Why is that so important? The
enemy is throwing fiery darts at you,
and the shield of faith will quench
them. If you do not have that shield,
he is going to get you. A lot of the
battle is right in the mind. The battle
is called the Battle of Armageddon,
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and it is a battle of Truth against
error. We have to battle false religion. Sometimes we have to endeavor to keep the unity; you have
to put some effort in this battle.
Sometimes you will have to
humble yourself and apologize. You
must have a reverse gear, so to
speak. We all have to watch the
tongue. It can get us into trouble. It
can be our greatest asset or our
greatest liability. God can give you
power to control the tongue, because
it can be a world of iniquity.
When you are in the military,
you are a specialist at whatever you
are trained to do. In the Lord's army,
you specialize in being a Christian.
You are going to have to take the
time to get alone with God. God is
in control, and whatever He says,
you must do. The Bible is the Christian's training manual and rule book.
The inspired Word of God is a guide
book. You have to learn to be submissive, even though you do not like
it, just as children ought to learn to
be submissive to their parents. A lot
of parents have problems with their
children. The children act like little
lions. They are disrespectful and
disobedient, and they are not taught
to submit. If some of those same
children get saved, they will have a
problem if they have never learned
submission. They will have trouble
submitting to God. If you are going
to serve God, you have to submit to
the Word of God; there is no other
way. Some things you may like, and
other things you may not like, but
you have to submit to Jesus Christ.
He is the Head of the church.
Be Careful of Snares
and Entanglements
The Apostle Paul wrote in
Philippians 3:13-14: "Brethren, I
count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, I
press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus."
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You have something to set your
goal for, and that is to be more like
Jesus. Sometimes you may try to
compare yourself to others; but the
Bible says that is not good, because
you should only compare yourself to
Jesus Christ. The goal is to be more
like Him in every way.
The enemy would like you to
remember how bad you were and
the things you used to do, but in
Psalm 103:12 the Psalmist said, "As
far as the east is from the west, so
far hath he removed our transgressions from us." The enemy wants
you to remember the things that you
used to do. You have to resist him in
faith. Those things are forgotten.
Some people are harassed by the
enemy, and he wreaks havoc on
them. If you are saved, you need to
believe that God has forgiven you.
You do not have to be harassed by
the enemy.
There are some things that can
entangle you. What are some entanglements? After you get saved, the
enemy wants to slow you down.
When you first got saved, no doubt,
you were on fire for the Lord and
had lots of zeal. You wanted to
work for the Lord, but perhaps some
entanglements came into your life.
The Apostle Paul instructed young
Timothy not to be entangled with the
affairs of this life so that he could
please Christ. Do you want to please
the Lord? He has called you to be a
soldier of the Cross, so you must
stay away from entanglements. You
are in a war, and entanglements will
hinder you.
We live in an ungodly, materialistic society. The more material
goods you have, the more you are
going to have to take care of, and
that means you are going to have to
put more time into those things
when you could be giving your time
to the Lord.
The cares of life can become a
snare. You can get too wrapped up
in them. Some people like hobbies,
and others like to fish or hunt. There
is nothing wrong with these things,
but you can get carried away with
them. Mark 4:19 states, "And the

cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of
other things entering in, choke the
word, and it becometh unfruitful."
You have to watch, and you have to
make room for God.
I am sure that you have responsibilities. Some people work two or
three jobs, and they are not available
to God because they are too busy.
As a Christian, if you marry an unsaved companion, that can bring an
entanglement. You will be pulled in
opposite directions because two
different spirits are in the same
house. The saved and the unsaved
have different likes and dislikes. It
may seem good for a time, but it can
work as an entanglement.
Some people pursue higher
education. Now, there is nothing
wrong with that, but some people
get too wrapped up in it and lose out
with God. The big motivating factor
for college is to make more money.
There is nothing wrong with money.
We need to have money. It is not the
money that is evil; it is the love of
money that causes people to get too
wrapped up in things.
Endure to the End
Moses was a great man. He had
it made as far as the world was concerned. He was called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter. He was not a
biological heir, but Pharaoh's daughter adopted him. Pharaoh ordered
that the Hebrew baby boys be killed
at that time, so Moses' mother put
him in a little basket and put him in
the Nile River. When Pharaoh's
daughter saw him, she realized that
he was a Hebrew baby, and she
adopted him as her own. After he
was weaned, she raised him and
gave him the finest education in
Egypt.
We read in Hebrews 11:24-25:
"By faith Moses, when he was come
to years, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season." Moses chose to suffer with the people

of God because he saw something;
he saw the end. Many times people
do not see the end. You see, there is
an end to everything, and you will
reap what you sow.
To Moses, serving God was
more valuable than everything that
Egypt could offer. Verse 26 reads,
"Esteeming the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt. . . ." We cannot comprehend
the wealth that Egypt had. At one
time it was a great dynasty; it was a
very wealthy and great kingdom.
Moses could have had anything this
world could offer, but he learned
about the great I AM. He learned
that there is something more to life
than just living after the flesh. He
esteemed the reproach of Christ to
be of greater value. He endured
because he saw God, Who is
invisible.
Verses 26-27 continue: ". . . for
he had respect unto the recompence
of the reward. By faith he forsook
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the
king: for he endured, as seeing him
who is invisible." Like Moses, you
must endure if you want to see Him
Who is invisible. How can you see
Him? You have to see Him through
the eye of faith. The Bible tells us
that God is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him. Moses saw the
great I AM.

Jesus suffered reproach, the
disciples suffered reproach, and we
have to suffer reproach also. God is
a Holy God, we have a Holy Bible,
and we believe in holiness; that is
living a sinless life. The Bible tells
us that Job was a perfect and upright
man. It also says that Noah was perfect in his generation. The Bible lets
us know these men were perfect, yet
people will tell you that nobody can
live perfect. That is a slam against
holiness.
God requires all of us to walk
in the light. God looks at the heart,
and He sees whether you desire to
live for Him. Noah did things that
we, as Christians, cannot do today,
yet God said he was perfect. He was
walking in the light and understanding that he had. He did not have the
light and the understanding that we
do today.
I repeat, we live in an ungodly,
materialistic society, and most
people are not going to pat you on
the back for your stand for Christ. I
want to remind you to fight the good
fight of faith and to stay diligent, for
our adversary is as a roaring lion.
We need to be good soldiers for the
Lord. Remember, the rewards are
great, but we need God's help each
and every day.
(Compact Disc TR-1527)

Our business in prayer
is, not to prescribe but to
subscribe to the wisdom
and will of God; to refer
our case to Him, and then
leave it with Him.
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Wholehearted
Service

Being successful at living for
God takes effort. Many people seem
to think it is something hard, and
they do not want to do it. We live in
a day when people say, "Oh, that's
good enough" when they know they
have not done their best. I often ask
my welding students, "How would
you like to drive over a bridge where
the welders said, 'Oh, these welds
are good enough'?" As traffic drives
across that bridge, over a period of
time, those welds would weaken and
cause that bridge to collapse. What
if someone were driving down the
road in a car that had been welded
by a person on an assembly line who
said, "Those welds are good
enough" when they were inadequate? As you start driving down the
road, you might lose parts because
those welds did not hold together.
How happy would you be as a customer when that car starts to fall
apart on you? In my trade doing a
mediocre job is not good enough.
The same is true of the Christian
life. God demands something more
of us than that.
In working with students, I have
found that they tend to have a lot of
skill, but some of them do not put
forth the necessary effort to reach
their fullest potential. I tell students
that though they have various degrees of talent, understanding, and
knowledge, I want them to put forth
100 percent effort at whatever skill
level they have achieved. That is
what God is asking of every Christian. We all have various degrees of
ability. Some have much greater
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understanding than others, but all
God is asking is that you give Him
100 percent.
If you are not careful, the
attitude of complacency will creep
into your worship of God. God is
asking for your wholehearted service. Jesus said in Mark 12:30, "And
thou shalt love the Lord thy God
will all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength: this is the first commandment." The Apostle Paul wrote
in Romans 12:1, "I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable
service."
We often sing a song entitled
"Wholehearted Service." This hymn
is loaded with inspired truths. It
deals with the subject of consecration. What is consecration? Consecration is a setting apart or a dedication to the service of God. When
you get saved, you are set apart for
the service and worship of God. You
are no longer a part of the world,
and you no longer serve the devil.
As a Christian, you can no longer do
the things that you want to do. You
ought to be consecrated to the service of God. When you get saved,
you are declaring your allegiance to
the cause and the work of Christ.
The word wholehearted means
"marked by a complete, earnest
commitment, free from all reserves
or hesitation." Young person, are
you giving wholehearted service to
God? Are you free from all reGospelTrumpeter.com • June 2016

serves? You should not be holding
anything back from God. Either He
has your whole heart or He does not
have any of it.
When God asks you to do
something, do you say, "I don't
know if I can do that." If He asks
you to give up something, do you
hesitate to give it up? Are you
pledging your love to God and yet
holding on to something from the
world? Are you serving Him with a
divided heart?
When I said my marriage vows,
I vowed that my wife-to-be was
going to be my wife until death
caused us to part. If I were to seek
the companionship of another female while declaring my undying
love for my wife, my heart would be
divided in its affections. If that were
the case, I would be in big trouble
with God and with my wife. So why
would that same principle be any
different with God? If you say in
your heart, "Lord, I love You, and I
will do anything for You," yet you
are holding on to something in the
world, you have a divided heart.
God will not accept a divided heart,
young person.
The children of Israel got into
trouble with God many times because of their having divided hearts.
The Prophet Jeremiah talked about
Israel being involved in idolatrous
worship. Jeremiah 3:10 tells us,
"And yet for all this her treacherous
sister Judah hath not turned unto me
with her whole heart, but feignedly,
saith the LORD."
Judah professed allegiance to

God but did not return to Him with
her whole heart. While Israel was
out in the open in idolatrous worship, God gave her a bill of divorcement and left her as an open prey for
the enemy. Judah professed allegiance to God but feigned her allegiance. The word feigned lets you
know that Judah's allegiance was not
genuine. King Joash turned to God
with his whole heart, and the people
were forced into external compliance in their worship, but their
hearts were not in it.
As a young person growing up,
you are under your parents' rule for
guidance and direction. Some young
people do not want to walk in this
way; they want to go their own way.
Outwardly they are doing what their
parents are telling them to do, but
inwardly they are not putting their
whole heart into it. Young person, if
you are not serving God with your
whole heart, you are dealing treacherously with God. I want you to
consider the words to the song that I
mentioned earlier, "Wholehearted
Service," by Charles W. Naylor. The
first verse reads:
I've turned from the world and
its follies,
Forever forsaken all sin;
I've given myself unto Jesus
To ever and only serve Him.
The key words in that first line
are "I've turned." To turn from
something means that you are heading in a direction different from
where you were headed. In wholehearted service to God, you must
turn from the worldly ways and go
God's way.
In the second line of the first
verse the songwriter wrote, "Forever forsaken all sin." When you
repent, you have to forsake, or renounce, and turn away from sin
entirely. You cannot mess around
with it. When you drive down a road
that has a guardrail, it is there for a
purpose. It is a safety measure because it would be dangerous to go
beyond that guardrail. Likewise, the
Bible is like a guardrail, and if you

go outside the boundaries of it, you
are going to be in trouble. There is
danger out there.
There are those who get too
close to those guardrails. Some of
those people have hit the guardrail
and have gotten killed or have totally wrecked their lives. Too many
times after people make their way to
an altar of prayer and repent, they do
not really forsake the sin that they
are in. Forsaking something takes
work. Do you know that you are in
the fight of your life? It could be one
of the toughest things that you ever
do, but you have to fight the good
fight of faith.
Some say, "Well, it is too hard
to live for God, and I can't do it."
Yes, with God's help you can. When
you give yourself to Jesus, you have
to purpose in your heart "to ever and
only serve Him." If you want to
make Heaven your home, this is the
kind of determination that you must
have.
The second verse of the song
reads:
I will not be languid or careless,
Or formal, or cold, or untrue;
But, striving with earnest endeavor,
The will of my Lord I will do.
If you are not careful, your
experience can take on these negative attributes. To be languid is to
show or to have very little strength
or energy. God does not want you to
walk around and say, "Woe is me; I
have it really bad in life." He wants
you to have energy and to be active.
God does not want you to be languid
in your service to Him. If you
become careless, you will become
indifferent, or unconcerned. If you
are going to live this Christian life
and give God wholehearted service,
you had better care about what you
do.
Living wholeheartedly for God
requires great diligence. In the military if a person is posted on guard
duty and falls asleep, especially in a
time of war, it is a prime opportunity
for the enemy to overtake him. It is
the same thing with your Christian
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life. If you are not diligent and do
not stay on your guard, you can fall
asleep spiritually, and the enemy can
overtake you. The enemy is always
trying to find an opportunity to
knock you out of the race, so you
have to be careful. You cannot have
an indifferent attitude or be unconcerned about the things of God because your soul is at stake. There is
no room in the Christian's life for
carelessness. Being careless with
your soul has eternal consequences.
The songwriter also said in the
second verse, "But, striving with
earnest endeavor." To strive is to try
very hard to achieve something. In
the more than thirty years of doing
my trade, a lot of things have become like second nature. Some of
my students ask, "How can you do
that?" I have worked very hard to
master my trade. It just did not
happen by wanting to do it; I had to
strive to do it. You cannot have a
ho-hum attitude about serving God
if you want to make Heaven your
home. You have to strive, or work
hard, at being a Christian. The
Apostle Paul said it well in
Philippians 3:13. In the Amplified
Bible this verse reads, "I do not consider, brethren, that I have captured
and made it my own [yet]; but one
thing I do [it is my one aspiration]:
forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies
ahead." Notice the word "straining."
In other words, you cannot coast
along. God wants you to strain and
move forward.
Concerning a spiritual matter,
you may say, "I am making a lateral
move." If you put that into football
perspective, making a lateral move
means that you are not gaining any
ground. There are no lateral moves
in this Christian life. You have to
move forward or you are going
backward.
Reading from the Amplified
Bible in verses 14-15, Paul said: "I
press on toward the goal to win the
[supreme and heavenly] prize to
which God in Christ Jesus is calling
us upward. So let those [of us] who
[continued on page 24]
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Matthew 25:31 When the Son of
man shall come in his glory, and all
the holy angels with him, then shall
he sit upon the throne of his glory:
32 And before him shall be
gathered all nations: and he shall

separate them one from another, as
a shepherd divideth his sheep from
the goats:
33 And he shall set the sheep on
his right hand, but the goats on the
left.

34 Then shall the King say unto
them on his right hand, Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.

Brother Jeff Wells
Christ—Our Mediator
Webster's Dictionary defines the
word deadline as "the last time by
which something must be done or
finished." I am not a procrastinator
by nature, but life's cycle is very
busy, and sometimes it causes me to
delay doing the paperwork that I
need to do pertaining to the farm or
whatever. Recently I received a notification from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
about my crop insurance. Crop insurance is very important for the risk
management part of farms.
Farmers have to keep records
current because of the high cost of
planting, and that is the reason we
receive subsidies from the USDA.
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The USDA reminds farmers to comply with the 2014 farm bill by sending out reminders to fill out certain
documents. They had sent out cards
in the mail several times to notify
me that I needed to complete a certain form to be eligible to receive my
insurance subsidy. Since I had not
responded, they sent me a final notification, but this one was a little
different. It was printed in red ink,
and it read: "Important Deadline:
June 1 is your deadline. After that
deadline, you will not receive a subsidy." The notice was in bold, red
letters to get my attention.
The USDA did everything
possible to get my attention and to
remind me that the final deadline
was quickly approaching. We all
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have deadlines to meet in our lives.
When they are very important deadlines, we must lay everything else
aside and rush to accomplish the
task in the time frame allotted.
Matthew 25:31 tells us, "When
the Son of Man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory." First Timothy
2:5 says, "For there is one God, and
one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus." A mediator is
someone who is a go-between. We
have a mediator in Christ Jesus, and
He is a intercessor between God and
us. It is important to realize that a
time is coming when Christ will
change from being our Mediator to
being our Judge.

Matthew 25:32 states, "And
before him shall be gathered all
nations: and he shall separate them
one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats."
Why do we need a mediator? We
read in Romans 3:23, "For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory
of God." As long as Jesus is in the
role of a mediator, then ones still
have time to answer the call of being
born again.
Simply Believing and Trusting
Now we will consider three
essential needs for salvation: belief,
repentance, and a love of the Truth
(also known as love for the Lord).
As we look at belief, we must
believe Jesus Christ to be the allpowerful Son of God. John 8:24
reads, "I said therefore unto you,
that ye shall die in your sins: for if
ye believe not that I am he, ye shall
die in your sins." True belief is not
just knowledge, but it is trust. We
live in a world where seeing is believing. Some people do not believe
in Jesus because they cannot see
Him. If He has not been revealed to
your heart, it will be hard to see
Him. Even the disciples had blind
eyes when it came to seeing Jesus.
Jesus taught a model prayer,
which can be found in Matthew
6:9-13. It reads: "After this manner
therefore pray ye: Our Father which
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen."
We find in Luke 11:1 that Jesus
was praying at a certain place, and
the disciples said to Him, "Lord,
teach us to pray." Jesus was still in
the physical flesh with His disciples,
and they were still under the old
Law. Jesus knew that the shedding
of His blood on Calvary would be
required before the Kingdom of God

could be brought down to mankind
with power to enable them to live
free from sin. With the beautiful
Kingdom of God would also come
the Holy Spirit. Jesus began to teach
His disciples how to pray with
humility and faith.
At the proper time, Christ's
words would come true and the
disciples would become a part of the
Kingdom of God. Jesus told them to
pray, "Our Father which art in
Heaven." Jesus Christ, the very Son
of God, was standing before them,
and they were completely unaware
of who He really was. The disciples
were still under the old Law, and
Christ had not been revealed to their
hearts yet.
Jesus also taught them to say,
"Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven." Under the old Law, the
disciples had to pray "in earth." Our
earthen vessels receive an inward
work when the Holy Spirit moves
in, but under the old Law the
disciples were lacking. Jesus said in
Matthew 7:20, "Wherefore by their
fruits ye shall know them." Your
fruits reveal who the master of your
heart really is. Who is your master?
We read in John 3:16-17: "For
God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.
[This gift of everlasting life is for
all. It is not for a price. You cannot
work for it, but you can obtain it by
simply believing, trusting, and receiving it from God.] For God sent
not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved."
The Great Commandment
Have you ever searched your
heart? Is Jesus Christ your master?
Maybe you are not sure. Let us look
at a few Scriptures that should settle
your mind and heart. The devil tries
to confuse people on these matters.
Do you know the Ten Commandments? A few of them are as follows: Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt
not commit adultery, Thou shalt not
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steal, Thou shalt not bear false
witness, Honour thy father and thy
mother, and Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself.
The greatest commandment of
all is found in Matthew 22:37-38:
"Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment." This is a great
guide for your soul. If any of these
commandments have brought condemnation on your soul, repenting
of your sins is the first step on your
part. Owning the guilt of your sins
will bring true repentance, and true
repentance will bring confession to
Jesus Christ, your Mediator.
I would like to continue with the
rest of the Lord's Prayer. It is a brief
summary of the prayer that Jesus
taught the disciples. Matthew 6:11
says, "Give us this day our daily
bread." This verse is interpreted by
many as speaking of the daily food
for the body. It is true that God does
supply our every need in life, but
here Jesus was teaching the disciples
about spiritual food and giving them
instructions concerning things that
were to come. This would soon
come to them through the Holy Spirit and the fulfillment of the Kingdom
of God to mankind. In verse 12 Jesus said, "And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors." Jesus
referred to "debts" as trespasses.
In verses 14-15 Jesus taught
them: "For if ye forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you: But if ye forgive
not men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses."
The word trespass, according to
Webster's Dictionary, is "an intrusion, an offense, a sin or a wrong."
Therefore, the true meaning of a
debt, or a trespass, is sin. In these
verses Jesus was teaching the
disciples to forgive.
Jumping back to verse 13 Jesus
said, "And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For
thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever. Amen."
Jesus was teaching that when the
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kingdom came, these wonderful
things would happen: being delivered from the old Law, being born
into the Kingdom of God, and best
of all, being made free from sin.
Also, one gains eternal life.
Being Born Again
Jesus taught the disciples the
Lord's Prayer before the Day of
Pentecost. It was not for our time,
because in our time the beautiful
Kingdom of God has already come
to mankind through the precious
blood of Jesus Christ. Now we can
have the wonderful experience of
being born again and of living every
day free from sin with the Comforter, the Holy Spirit. Today is the
day to be wise and to be born again.
A man by the name of Nicodemus came to Jesus by night to ask
Him some questions. One thing he
asked about was concerning being
born again. In John 3:3 we read,
"Jesus answered and said unto him,
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God." This was
confusing to Nicodemus. He was
probably no different from a lot of
people today. We need to explain to
people what being born again really
means. Nicodemus asked Jesus in
verse 4, "How can a man be born
when he is old? can he enter the
second time into his mother's womb,
and be born?" Nicodemus did not
understand that Jesus was not talking about becoming a literal baby
again. He was talking about being
born from above, a spiritual birth.
Jesus told Nicodemus in verses
7-8: "Marvel not that I said unto
thee, Ye must be born again. The
wind bloweth where it listeth, and
thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth: so is every one that
is born of the Spirit." We cannot
understand how the wind blows, but
we can see the effects of it. Likewise, it is a mystery how the Spirit
of God can move into one's heart
and work a complete change in that
person. We might not understand
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how that happens, but the results of
being born again are just as evident
as trees swaying in a strong wind.
Then Jesus spoke to Nicodemus the
beautiful words of verse 16, saying,
"For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life."
God sent His precious, only Son
to be the sacrifice for the whole
world. Only through His sacrifice
can a person be born again. Once
you ask for God's forgiveness, repent of your sins, forsake them, and
accept the gift of salvation, you will
have been born from above. After
repentance, you will have a love for
mankind that you have never had;
this is not you, but Christ in you. We
read in 2 Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become
new."
If this is the first message that
you have read about being born
again, then you are blessed to have
read the Word of the Gospel that
Jesus once told to the world. Again,
Jesus said in John 3:3, "Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God."
Finding Deliverance
Everyone has the choice of
whether or not he wants to serve
God. I, for one, respect that choice.
My biggest concern is that many
people get too busy, forget, put off,
or make other excuses for not
serving Him. Do you think any excuse will be a good enough excuse
on the Day of Judgment? Remember, when you deliver that excuse,
you are going to be delivering it to
the Mediator Who will then be the
Judge.
Jesus knew there would be
individuals who would make up
their own rules and ideas about how
to enter the Kingdom of God. Jesus
said in John 10:1, "Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that entereth not by
the door into the sheepfold, but
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climbeth up some other way, the
same is a thief and a robber." Jesus
said in John 10:9, "I am the door: by
me if any man enter in, he shall be
saved, and shall go in and out, and
find pasture." Jesus made it very
plain that only by Him can you be
born again. First Corinthians 3:11
tells us, "For other foundation can
no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ."
Some people base their lives on
false ideas of worship, and they
think they are going to Heaven because they were once baptized and
they have a baptismal certificate;
nevertheless, they must be born
again. Being baptized as a child or
as an adult or signing a membership
card to join a church is not the same
as being born again. Unless you are
born of the Spirit, you are trying to
climb up some other way.
We live in a very fast-paced
world. Our society gives God very
little time or thought. Unless some
people have troubles or heartaches,
God is not on their minds or in their
lives. I wonder how many people
read the Bible?
God is so good. I am thankful
that God reached down and brought
me out of sin. I had no idea that He
could reach down that far. He
changed my life completely. That
change did not start four or five days
later, but it started the very hour that
I was born again. I was not in a
church building when God started
talking to my soul. I was at home in
bed when He woke me up. I knelt
down at my couch in the middle of
the night, and that is where I gave
my heart to the Lord.
As the days and the weeks
passed, I noticed that my outer man
was changing too. I wanted to tell
people of this wonderful experience
that God had given me. All I can say
is, "Thank You, Lord." I remember
just holding my Bible and clutching
it against my heart. It gave me great
comfort.
One of the most essential needs
in salvation is having a love of the
Truth, also known as having a love
for the Lord. From the very moment

that Christ came into my life, I knew
that I never wanted to be without
Him again. I know where He
brought me from, and I know that
my past will always haunt me, and
so will my reaping.
I remember when God started
teaching me how to overcome my
past and how to endure my reaping.
He started showing me to be still,
like being in quarantine. It was like
being alone in a room, and the room
became very dark and quiet. It was
the darkest room I had ever been in,
and there was nothing I could do to
get out of this room. I could not see
or hear anything. My thought process was, "Lord, where are You?"
No answer came. Again, I cried to
the Lord, but received no answer.
Then I cried: "Lord, don't leave me.
Please, don't leave me. I just came
out of this dark place. I don't want
You to leave me." Then out of the
darkness and stillness came this
voice: "I am right here. I will always
be here. I will never leave you; you
will have to leave Me."
From that lesson, I learned there
would be times when I would be in
a dark place and might think that
God has left, but if I will just be
still, He will show me something or
help me to grow in my walk with
Him. I am a firm believer that if I
get self out of the way and walk the
way He wants me to walk, I will see
many amazing things.
A Warning About Readiness
Many Bibles have a list of
parables in the back. A parable is a
short story that teaches a moral
lesson. You will find that the Holy
Spirit will open up your understanding as you read them. I still get
very excited when God gives me
greater understanding of His Word.
Jesus said in Matthew 13:13,
"Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not;
and hearing they hear not, neither do
they understand."
One parable about the ten
virgins is found in Matthew 25:1-13,
and it reads: "Then shall the king-

dom of heaven be likened unto ten
virgins, which took their lamps, and
went forth to meet the bridegroom.
And five of them were wise, and
five were foolish. They that were
foolish took their lamps, and took no
oil with them: But the wise took oil
in their vessels with their lamps.
While the bridegroom tarried, they
all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold,
the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to
meet him.
"Then all those virgins arose,
and trimmed their lamps. And the
foolish said unto the wise, Give us
of your oil; for our lamps are gone
out. But the wise answered, saying,
Not so; lest there be not enough for
us and you: but go ye rather to them
that sell, and buy for yourselves.
And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came; and they that
were ready went in with him to the
marriage: and the door was shut.
Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.
But he answered and said, Verily I
say unto you, I know you not. Watch
therefore, for ye know neither the
day nor the hour wherein the Son of
man cometh."
In this parable we can see that
five of the virgins were wise and
five were foolish. In our lives we
can become very busy and have no
time for the things of God. In the
parable when the bridegroom came,
not all the bridesmaids were ready
for the marriage. This passage sends
a warning about readiness. Sometimes among the Jews, it was customary for the bridegroom to be
attended by his groomsmen to the
house of the bride.
The bridesmaids' duty was to
receive the guests and honor the
bridegroom. The custom was for the
bridesmaids to go out into the
darkness with their lamps and light
the way for the bridegroom to walk
to the house of the bride. When
something was a custom, it was
expected. Since only five bridesmaids appeared with lamps and the
bridegroom was expecting ten, such
as was the custom among the Jews,
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the honor that they were supposed to
show to the bridegroom was not
achieved. (Child of God, this is the
reason it is important that we each
keep our lamps trimmed and burning
and full of oil.) The oil used in the
lamps in that time period lasted
about three hours before the lamps
needed to be refilled. The burning
flame was a result of the oil. Without oil there was no flame, just as
without God we are nothing.
The Christian is the light of the
world. We read in Matthew 5:14,
"Ye are the light of the world. A city
that is set on an hill cannot be hid."
There is more to it than being a light
set on a hill. Philippians 2:15 tells
us, "That ye may be blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked
and perverse nation, among whom
ye shine as lights in the world." In
other words, you must work at your
salvation to improve the areas
wherein God deals with you.
Being Prepared for Christ's
Second Coming
Again, Matthew 25:5 states,
"While the bridegroom tarried, they
all slumbered and slept." I want you
to notice that they all slumbered and
slept, both the wise and the foolish.
When the bridegroom came, only
five bridesmaids appeared to honor
him. He was disappointed because
he was expecting to be honored by
ten bridesmaids. The bridesmaids
expected the bridegroom sooner,
but he delayed his coming until
midnight.
Now, I do not want to take away
from what this parable teaches, but I
want you to think for a minute. In
Matthew 25:6 we read, "And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold,
the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to
meet him." A cry was made, which
is also known as a warning. The cry
was to get the bridesmaids to hurry
and get their lamps ready, because it
was time for them to do the duty for
which they had been chosen.
Have you ever had a phone call
awaken you, and as you answered it
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in your sleepiness, you heard your
boss say, "Are you planning to come
to work this morning?" So you
jumped out of bed, got dressed and
put on your shoes, jumped in the
car, and headed to work. Well, that
is similar to what happened with the
bridesmaids. They were sleeping
when the warning came. As they
arose, five were ready with their
lamps trimmed and filled with oil
and five were not. The five foolish
bridesmaids did not have any more
oil, so they asked the five wise ones
for some of their oil.
As saints, we represent the
bridesmaids. If we are found slumbering or asleep, how can we be of
any help to our brothers and sisters
who are carrying heavy loads?
Galatians 6:2 tells us, "Bear ye one
another's burdens, and so fulfil the
law of Christ." We read in Romans
15:1, "We then that are strong ought
to bear the infirmities of the weak,
and not to please ourselves."
The bridegroom in this parable
represents our Savior Jesus Christ.
This parable shows us that when
Jesus returns, it will be at a time
when we least expect it. Second
Peter 3:10 states, "But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent
heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up."
In summary of this parable, the
ten virgins believed that the bridegroom was coming, just as many
people today believe there is a God
and that Christ is coming. How will
you be found when He returns? Just
believing in God is not enough. You

must repent and have a love for
God. This parable shows there will
be no time to trim your wick and
buy oil, or to straighten out your
current condition at that time. There
will be no time for repentance after
He comes.
Matthew 24:27 tells us, "For as
the lightning cometh out of the east,
and shineth even unto the west; so
shall also the coming of the Son of
man be." The parable of the ten
virgins shows that the door was
locked when the five foolish bridesmaids returned. This is how it will
be in the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ. This parable shows us that
we each must be ready for His
coming.
As a child of God, we strive to
please Him, but as we go through
life, we can become relaxed. We can
become more interested in the things
of this world than in what God
wants from us. God must be our first
love, and everything else must come
after Him. If you start putting God
second, having Christ as your first
love stops and you will begin to
slumber. The sad part is that the
slumber comes upon you very slowly. The devil will work in a way that
you may not see. He knows that the
Christian is aware of the sins that
will cause him to backslide, so he
works to cause that person to
slumber. If he can get you to fall
asleep, he will try to keep you sleeping right on into eternity. Then you
will hear the words of Jesus, "Verily
I say unto you, I know you not"
(Matthew 25:12). What terrible
words to hear!
There is good news. The five
wise told the five foolish that there

would not be enough oil for them,
but they also told them to go and
buy for themselves. Friend, you
have time to be wise. Thank the
Lord, He is still giving you time to
make your calling and election sure.
The most important part is drawing
closer to Him. That has been the
best part of my relationship with
God. You can keep getting closer to
Him and learning more. I do not
even want the things of the world
anymore because I want to get as
close as I can to my Savior.
Saint, I believe that we have
only scratched the surface of what
God has for His people. We need to
put ourselves in the back seat and let
God, our first love, take the front
seat. Do you remember the phrase in
the Lord's Prayer, "Thy will be done
in earth"? Your prayer should be,
"Lord, please take first place in my
life." Is this your prayer? It is easy to
say it, but will you let Him?
Second Corinthians 5:10 reads,
"For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in
his body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad."
My dear friend, your life is about a
choice. Will you choose life or
death? Will you choose Heaven or
hell? Remember, the title of this
message is, "An Important Deadline." You are making the choice of
life or death for your soul. An important deadline is coming. Matthew
24:42 says, "Watch therefore: for ye
know not what hour your Lord doth
come."
(Compact Disc TR-1554)

The believer's talents are not to be laid up
for self, but laid out in service.
20
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Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in
trouble.
2 Therefore will not we fear,
though the earth be removed, and
though the mountains be carried
into the midst of the sea;
3 Though the waters thereof
roar and be troubled, though the
mountains shake with the swelling
thereof. Selah.
4 There is a river, the streams
whereof shall make glad the city of

God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High.
5 God is in the midst of her; she
shall not be moved: God shall help
her, and that right early.
6 The heathen raged, the
kingdoms were moved: he uttered
his voice, the earth melted.
7 The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah.
8 Come, behold the works of the
LORD, what desolations he hath

made in the earth.
9 He maketh wars to cease unto
the end of the earth; he breaketh the
bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the
fire.
10 Be still, and know that I am
God: I will be exalted among the
heathen, I will be exalted in the
earth.
11 The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah.

Brother Irwin Sesher
Consecrated Living
A good thing to remember is to
put Jesus first in your life. When
you put Him first, He will be good
to you. Many people get off track by
thinking they have a better way, but
God's way is best. It has been tried
and proven. Jesus wants to be first
and not second to anyone or anything in your life. As you go through

life and things work well, you do not
want to deviate from the pattern. I
am concerned that a lot of people,
with their diverse ideas in their
hearts, think they can serve God in a
different way than what is written in
the Word of God. Friend, if you
deviate from the Word of God, you
are walking on treacherous ground,
and you are not going to get the help
that you need in your soul.
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The pattern has been set before
us by God Himself, so who are we
to question what God has written in
His Eternal Word? Saint of God, I
cannot tell you just how much God
has done for me, and I know many
other individuals to whom God has
been extremely good. He is good to
every person, including the sinner.
We serve a wonderful God, and
His name is above all others. With21

out Him we are nothing, and we
would not have anything to gain if
we did not have Him in our lives.
This way of life is more than just a
commitment to Christ. It includes a
commitment to the children of God
as well. The Christians at Macedonia understood this. The Apostle
Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5:
"Moreover, brethren, we do you to
wit of the grace of God bestowed on
the churches of Macedonia; How
that in a great trial of affliction the
abundance of their joy and their
deep poverty abounded unto the
riches of their liberality.
"For to their power, I bear
record, yea, and beyond their power
they were willing of themselves;
Praying us with much entreaty that
we would receive the gift, and take
upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And this they
did, not as we hoped, but first gave
their own selves to the Lord, and
unto us by the will of God."
Saint of God, you need to be
totally committed to the will of God.
This type of consecrated living is
lacking in the lives of men and
women today. The pattern set before
us can be seen in the lives of truly
dedicated people. They do not just
serve the Lord halfheartedly, but
they have truly committed their
hearts and lives to the service of
God. We cannot be lackadaisical
about it. This is something that has
to be burning down in the soul. People need to incorporate true commitment into their lives; it is part of the
pattern. If you want to be successful
spiritually, you have to do the things
that God shows you.
Are You Giving God
Halfhearted Service?
Church attendance is very
essential. When you get saved, you
want to do things that please God.
Being in the church services at
all possible times ought to be
incorporated into your daily living.
Halfhearted service and halfhearted praise are not sufficient.
Being late for the services on a con22

sistent basis is displeasing to God. If
you want God to help you through
the trials and the hardships that you
face, you must make a total commitment to Him. As a true child of God,
you should want to share your
Christian walk with others and to
encourage others in the family of
God. The Bible refers to it as
fellowship. I enjoy being around the
saints of God. There is a bond, a
connecting factor.
We are living in perilous times.
We are not going to gain the
strength that we need from the
world. We are going to get it from
God and from one another. We
should be interested in hearing what
others are going through, but not to
gossip about it to other people. As
Christians, we should be there for
one another, and we should pray for
one another.
Today many people feel they are
doing their duty by going to church,
and they have really lost sight of
why they are there. Serving God is
more than just attending the church
services. You are going to face the
Judgment one day and be judged by
your thoughts and your deeds. Are
you following the pattern given in
the Word of God?
God wants you to grow
spiritually. He wants you to mature
and develop the same characteristics
that Jesus Christ has. Many are
growing older, but they never mature. They have to be pampered a
certain way, but God wants them to
grow up. God wants you to grow
spiritually and to have a backbone.
He desires to see you gain maturity
in the things of God. Spiritual
growth is something that does not
happen overnight. You cannot snap
your fingers and gain spiritual
growth. It takes time and effort for
development, and it takes a full
commitment on your part.
You should not stay in a neutral
position. You should be moving
higher on the spiritual ladder, so to
speak. Where are you on the spiritual ladder? Have you grown in
Christ?
It is easy to serve God at church,
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but how is your experience away
from church? It is easy to be a child
of God around other children of
God, but how are you doing when
you rub shoulders with the world?
Do people see and hear a difference
in you? If you claim to be a child of
God, they should be able to tell the
difference between you and the
world. Can others feel the Spirit of
God radiating from your life? Are
you consistent in growing?
Too many are not putting forth
enough effort in their walk with
God. They are deviating from the
pattern. Too many do not want to
make a commitment to follow Jesus.
Saint of God, you cannot make it to
Heaven without God. You cannot
make the right decisions that you
need to make in this life without the
direction of God's Holy Spirit. Too
many people are making halfhearted
commitments and that will not work.
You only live once, so you had better be totally committed to Christ. It
will be too late on the Day of Judgment to become committed then. It
starts in this life on earth.
Stand Against Sin
You need to be revived
spiritually and awakened to the
things that are going on in the world
around you today. The things that
are going on ought to stir you. Have
you fallen for the idea that everybody is doing certain things so there
is nothing that you can do? You can
pray if you are a true child of God.
Second Chronicles 7:14 says, "If my
people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then will I
hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land."
There is something that you need to
do. You need to humble yourself,
pray, seek God's face, and turn from
any wicked way in your life. If you
are a child of God, you should want
revival. Our nation, our communities, our loved ones, our coworkers,
our schoolmates, and everyone
around us need to be spiritually

revived.
I am sure you know that our
nation is in deep despair. I believe
we are at the point where we have to
jump up to touch bottom. Just about
everything imaginable is going on.
The homosexual and lesbian movements are gaining more strength
every day. I am getting sick and
tired of that lifestyle being thrust
upon us. You cannot go to the store
or other places without that spirit
being there. It is sin. You may call it
whatever you want to call it, but it is
sin. Surely God loves those people,
but He detests the sin. Those people
are becoming more and more bold
with their statements and in their
actions. We are living in a sick society when a homosexual college football player comes out and tells the
news media and his colleagues that
he is homosexual, and then our President calls him and says that he is
glad that he came out. When our
President applauds these actions,
that lets you know that this nation is
in deep trouble.
The public schools are in
trouble, and the things they allow
are so sinful. Many teachers can see
what is happening. Our educational
system is in trouble. Some of the
curricula being taught to the young
people is troubling. Sometimes I just
sit back and shake my head at some
of the things being taught to school
children. We are in trouble as a nation. Unfortunately, too many people today just sit back and let things
roll. We need to stand up for what is
right. If we do not stand up, worldliness is going to take full control. As
the true Church of God, we must cry
out against every sin. This nation
and our world do not want God to
be a part of their daily lives.
Be Sober and Be Vigilant
We must remember that God is
the center of everything. As Christians, we need to focus our attention
on our purpose. Why are we here?
God created us for a reason. Job
12:9-10 reads: "Who knoweth not in
all these that the hand of the LORD

hath wrought this? In whose hand is
the soul of every living thing, and
the breath of all mankind." In traveling this highway of life, we should
not focus on ourselves, but we ought
to look to God our Creator. We only
exist because God created us in His
own image. Think of that! God
wants us to be ambassadors for Him,
and that is a high calling. He wants
us to go out and let others know that
Jesus Christ can truly make a difference in their lives. He made a difference in my life, and He can do the
same for others.
We need a revival so God can
do a greater work in those who
might have grown weak spiritually.
May God stir your pure mind and let
you see the need of the hour. We are
not going to be on this earth long.
Have you noticed how fast time is
passing?
It is vitally important that we do
not lose contact with God and His
Holy Spirit. Today the world wants
us to lean to its ways rather than
doing what God has already patterned for our lives. People need to
study the Word of God to see what
God has for them. How about praying for situations? This worked back
in the old times, and it can still work
today. God is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.
God places a pastor over a
congregation to be a watchman.
Ezekiel 33:7 reads, "So thou, O Son
of man, I have set thee a watchman
unto the house of Israel; therefore
thou shalt hear the word at my
mouth, and warn them from me."
The man of God has to answer to
God for what he does.
Let me give you a little
information about a watchman. In
the ancient world of the Agrarian
societies, large watch towers were
placed in a position to overlook the
fields. In the weeks when the crops
were ripening toward harvest, men
would stand watch to guard the
fields from animals and from thieves
that would try to destroy or steal the
crops. With the community's food
supply at stake the watchman's role
was critical to a town's people.
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The watchman also was used to
watch the city walls in times of conflict and to survey the land to see if
any danger was approaching the
city. If so, he would sound the alarm
and the people would shut the gates
and prepare for battle.
Church, we are in a battle. Isaiah
62:6 says, "I have set watchmen
upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which
shall never hold their peace day nor
night: ye that make mention of the
LORD, keep not silence." Saint of
God, you must listen for the call of
the watchman. He is looking out for
your prized commodity: your soul.
A godly pastor is concerned about
the souls in his congregation. He
will warn people about the cares of
life, worldliness, and materialism.
Today many people have been
overtaken by materialism and worldliness. You must not deviate from
the pattern in the Word of God. Instructions are presented in the Word
so that you can make it through to
Heaven. Habits of life are taking
people down the wrong path faster
than they realize. You cannot battle
these things in your own strength.
You need the power of God in your
life to help you to overcome these
things. Church, evil spirits out there
want to tear apart the family of God.
There are spirits that want to divide
people and consume souls. As the
people of God, we must be active in
the work of God; we cannot stand
still. We must be totally committed
in order to see souls saved.
First Peter 5:8 says, "Be sober,
be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour." I do not want to be controlled
by the devil. I do not want to be his
victim.
What causes one to become
weak and overtaken by the devil?
The lack of prayer, the lack of Bible
reading, and the neglect of church
attendance go hand in hand in making one weak. You do not become
weak overnight. It is usually a gradual process, and it can happen to
anyone. At the beginning of a year,
many people make New Year's reso23

lutions. Some vow to become more
spiritual. Have you done that and
then let down? You cannot stay the
same. You become either more
spiritual or less spiritual.
We need to be in earnest prayer
about revival. Our nation needs to
be revived. As the church, we need
to be at our post of duty and pray for
lost souls. We hear in the news of

things that are going on that are
downright shameful. People are
allowed to do and say things in
public that ought not to be. It is a
sad situation.
As I was growing up, I never
saw or heard of some of the things
that I see and hear today. If Jesus
tarries, what else are we going to
hear and see? Where are we in com-

parison to Sodom and Gomorrah? I
believe the only reason God has
delayed His coming is due to the
prayers of the saints. God, in His
mercy, sees that loved ones need just
a little more time. It is time for the
church to seek God's face more than
ever before.

[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

in a dry and thirsty soul.
In addition to hearing the Word
proclaimed by various men of God,
other advantages of attending the
camp meeting are having fellowship
and sharing burdens and problems
with the saints. Hearing their testimonies of praise for victories won
through God's grace is always uplifting. One trick that Satan often uses
is to convince people that their situation is unique and unlike anyone
else's. When you learn about others
who have had trials and have overcome them, you realize this is truly
a common salvation. You are not
alone, and your station in life is not

unique. Having fellowship with
other saints is a time to gain strength
and hope and to increase your faith.
Brother Decker extends to each
of you a special invitation to join us
at camp meeting this year. If you
have not been here for a while, we
will be eager to see you. Also, we
ask that you begin to pray for the
camp meeting. God's direction and
presence is most certainly needed in
every service. Please pray for God to
send the messages that we need to
hear. Having God in our midst as the
Honored Guest is always of utmost
importance.

plain? Sometimes that is the easiest
thing to do, but you should not do
that. You ought to do whatever He
asks of you with joy and determination. When God asks you to do
something, do you have a willing
heart? He will help you.
The last verse of the song reads:

stand up in the face of the most
trying times to make sure that the
Gospel and the Church of God kept
going. What if they had shrunk from
that labor or duty? Where would we
be today?
The refrain of the song reads:

It will be most beneficial to you
and your family to be in as many
spiritual and uplifting services as
possible. The sound, solid preaching
of God's Word uncovers many tricks
and snares that Satan uses to deceive
and overthrow the Christian. Having
a better knowledge and understanding of the Scriptures will enhance
your experience and your relationship with the Lord. Also, living and
walking in the light of God's Word
convinces a lost world that Christianity truly is real. The radiant light
that shines forth from the child of
God will create a hunger and thirst

[Esp. for Young People—contin. from p. 15]

are spiritually mature and full-grown
have this mind and hold these convictions; and if in any respect you
have a different attitude of mind,
God will make that clear to you
also." If you are open minded to
what God has to say, He will make
matters clear to you.
The third verse of that song
says:
Since Jesus gave all to redeem me,
Since only through mercy I live,
It now is my joy and my purpose
A wholehearted service to give.
Wholehearted service is what
God wants from you. He wants your
all. Again, if you are not giving Him
your all, you have a divided heart.
When God asks you to do something, do you grumble and com24

Oh, help me, dear Lord, to be ready
The task that Thou givest to do,
Not shrinking from labor or duty,
Devoted and faithful and true.
You should not shrink from
labor or duty, no matter what God
asks you to do. I appreciate our military folks and what they do for our
country. If those people went to war
and said, "This is not what I signed
up for," where would we be as a
nation? Throughout the history of
the church, many were willing to
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(Compact Disc TR-1312)

I'll put my whole heart in His
service,
And do all He asketh of me;
I mean to live holy and blameless—
A Christian indeed will I be.
Young person, how is your service to God? Are you serving Him
with a divided heart or with a reserve somewhere in your heart? God
wants your whole heart. He wants
you in His service, and He wants
you to do it wholeheartedly.
Brother Steve Strelecky

Spring Camp Meeting
June 19-26
We welcome you to attend our
old-fashioned camp meeting at
God's Acres, Newark, Ohio
Three Services Daily: 10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
(The afternoon service will be a teaching service.)

We have special services for the children,
youth services, morning prayer services,
inspirational singing, Holy Ghost preaching,
divine healing, and fellowship with the saints.
The saints of God prepare hot, delicious meals and
freshly baked desserts in a large, air-conditioned
dining hall. Meals are reasonably priced.
Snack stand will be open after the evening services.
Rooms, dormitories, book store, and so much more.

We invite you to bring your Bible and come to
hear anointed men of God preach the Truth.
For further information contact:
Pastor Roger L. Decker at 740-344-2543
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Old-Fashioned
Camp Meeting
Canby, Oregon
July 11-17
F IRST S ERVICE M ONDAY AT 7:00 P . M.

Two Services Daily
10:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

ÉÉÉÉÉ
We Welcome Everyone
We extend a cordial invitation for you
to come and worship the Lord with
us!
For reservations contact:
Pastor E. David Stegmeier
103 Main St., Canby, OR 97013
Telephone (503) 266-9297

(Please make reservations
in advance, if possible)

26

GospelTrumpeter.com • June 2016

Lenoir, NC
June 2-5

Revival: Church of God, 629 Cottrell Hill Road, Lenoir, North Carolina
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For more information contact: Brother Mike Spicer
Telephone: 828-320-4824 or 828-758-2340

Moss Point, MS
June 13-19

Revival: Wade First Church of God, 2709 Toby Ray Parker Road, Moss Point, MS 39562
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For more information contact: Brother Tommy Mosely
Telephone: 228-990-6892

Newark, OH
June 19-26

Camp Meeting: Church of God, God's Acres. 675 N. Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055
First service begins Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m.
Please see page 25 for additional information.
For more information contact: Pastor Roger L. Decker
Telephone: 740-344-2543

Canby, OR
July 11-17

Camp Meeting: Church of God Camp Meeting, 522 NW 2nd Avenue, Canby, OR 97013
Complimentary breakfast at motel. Meal after morning services; snack stand after evening services.
See page 26 for additional information.
For more information contact: Pastor David Stegmeier
Telephone: 503-266-9297

Newark, OH
July 31-August 7

Camp Meeting: Church of God, God's Acres. 675 N. Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055
Additional information will be in the next issue.
For more information contact: Pastor Roger L. Decker
Telephone: 740-344-2543

Medina, OH
September 3

All-Day Fellowship Meeting: The Church of God, 6745 Wooster Pike, Medina, OH
Service times: 10:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Meal will be served by the local congregation.
For more information contact the church at 330-725-5993 or call 330-421-0187

Harvey, IL
September 11

Special Services: Church of God, 14701 Myrtle Avenue, Harvey, IL 60426
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For more information contact: Brother Charles Johnson
Telephone: 708-606-7136

Chicago, IL
September 12-18

Revival: Harding Street Church of God, 3924 W 14th Street, Chicago, IL 60623
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For more information contact: Brother Aurelius Reedy Raines
Telephone: 708-751-1534

Kalamazoo, MI
September 19-25

Revival: Comstock Avenue Church of God, 555 Alger Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49041
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For more information contact: Pastor Jerry Miller
Telephone: 269-998-3194

Morehead, KY
September 26October 2

Revival: Blue Bank Church of God, 3200 Blue Bank Road, Morehead, KY 40351
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For more information contact: Brother Jeff Fannin
Telephone: 606-784-2858 or 606-776-2639 or 606-784-9241
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