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L AY A SIDE E VERY W EIGHT
The Hebrew writer was exhorting every Christian to lay aside
every weight that would hinder a
person from acceptably serving
the Lord. He first referred to the
cloud of witnesses. In the eleventh chapter, we find those who
were willing to suffer the loss of
their lives and all things for
Christ. These faithful ones willingly suffered hardships for the
glorious Gospel. Foxes' Book of
Martyrs describes many of the
gruesome acts of torture they went
through for the Lord. It could be
possible that true saints today may
be called upon to take a firm
stand for Christ and His way.
It is believed that the one main
weight (or sin) that the writer was
referring to is that of unbelief.
This terrible "tyrant," unbelief,
encroaches itself upon the hearts
of many people. Their hearts become faint toward the promises
that Christ has given throughout
His Word. So many people just do
not believe that Christ can or will
grant that which He promised.
Unbelief is a weight that
hinders multitudes, and it must be
driven out. It stands in the way of
souls coming to Him and receiving salvation. Many have a desire
to be redeemed from sin, but they
disbelieve that God will truly
forgive them. Another thought
GospelTrumpeter.com • February 2016

that weighs on their minds is that
they think they cannot live free
from sin, even though God has
forgiven them. Philippians 1:6
tells us that God will finish the
work that He begins in us. Then
there are those who do not believe
He will keep them or take care of
them. It makes no difference what
the need is, whether it is spiritual,
physical, or financial, He can
bring victory, help, and relief.
Christ wants you to lay aside this
cumbersome weight that retards
your progress.
There are various other weights
that can hinder individuals from
being what the Lord requires of
them. Some people have the habit
of murmuring and complaining.
When things do not go the way
they wish, they begin to murmur
and complain. It is wise to take
heed to yourself and discard this
dangerous weight. You must be
serious, be sober, and be diligent,
for you could become faint in
your mind and begin to think that
serving God is too difficult. Israel's murmuring and complaining
was due to unbelief; therefore,
many died from the serpents biting
them (see Numbers, Chapter 21).
Let us look at another weight
that can hinder a Christian's walk
with Christ. This weight may
[continued on page 7]

The Cardinal Teachings
of the Church
The Membership
of the Church

Brother Roger L. Decker
Becoming a Member of
God's Church
I want to talk to you about
another cardinal teaching of the
church. If you look at the inside
cover of The Gospel Trumpeter, you
will find a list of truths that the
Church of God believes. Several of
these teachings that I have been
preaching on are listed there, as well
as others. They are the foremost
teachings that make the church
unique. As I said before, no other
church can stand on these teachings.
Somewhere along the line, they deviate from what the Word of God actually says.

I want to talk to you about
membership. How do you become a
member of the Church of God? You
see, the Church of God does believe
in membership, but not in the sense
that nominal religion does. In the
Bible these truths are spelled out
clearly, and you do not have to dig
deeply to find them.
What is a member? A member is
a part, a component, or a portion. To
become a Catholic, it takes several
steps. You cannot just go down and
say, "I want to be a Catholic." You
have to take several steps, and you
have to attend the services, get recognized by somebody, and learn
some of the teachings before you are
GospelTrumpeter.com • February 2016

accepted as a member. To become a
Methodist, one must be baptized and
confirmed in the Methodist Church.
To be a Baptist, one must be baptized, and they also believe that once
you are saved, you are always saved,
no matter what. To be a Pentecostal
one must speak in an unknown
tongue.
Becoming a member of the
Church of God is altogether different
from becoming a member of a sectarian church in our religious world.
To become a member of a sectarian
organization, one must adhere to the
demands which were instituted by
the governing body of that particular
sect. Morality is not a deciding fac3

tor, because they say man cannot see
the heart. To become a member of
the Church of God, one must repent
of all his sins and be willing to walk
in all the light that God shows that
individual. That sounds really simple, does it not? However, you might
be surprised to find that some people
would rather go through some catechism teachings than to repent.
In the Old Testament you can
read about Naaman. He was willing
to do anything else to get rid of his
leprosy than to do what Elijah, the
man of God, instructed him to do.
Today many people would rather go
through water baptism, ordinances,
speak in an unknown tongue, or
anything else than to obey the Word
of God.
To become a member of the
Church of God, all God is asking you
to do is give up sin. He will give you
the power to do this. Membership in
the Church of God is not by vote or
by works, but through genuine repentance. A person is actually
changed from a sinner to a saint.
You do not have to wait till after
death to become a saint. You can
become a saint right when you repent of all your sins and turn from
the sinful life.
"Be Ye Not Unequally Yoked"
In the Church of God the
members are holy. Therefore, they
have no fellowship with sectarian
members who are not saved. Now,
please understand that I am talking
about fellowship. I am not saying
that you do not treat people right or
that you should not have dinner with
them or something like that. However, as far as fellowship is concerned, light has no fellowship with
darkness. Those who are saved come
out from among those who walk in
the darkness of sin.
Second Corinthians 6:14-18
says: "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And
what concord hath Christ with
4

Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel? And what
agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? for ye are the temple of
the living God; as God hath said, I
will dwell in them, and walk in them;
and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. Wherefore come
out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."
When you are yoked together
with an unbeliever, it is an unequal
yoke. That person may be your
friend, but you cannot have fellowship together. Often if you try to
bring God into your conversation, try
to give praise to God, or try to exalt
God, that person does not want to
hear it. If a revival is going on and
you want to attend, that friend would
rather you went with him or her to
the movies or to some other form of
fleshly entertainment. The movies
are still wrong to attend.
The Bible says in Amos 3:3,
"Can two walk together, except they
be agreed?" He was not talking
about two Christians agreeing on
everything with each other, but he
was talking about both agreeing with
God. There are degrees of knowledge. Someone might have recently
gotten saved, while some might have
been saved for twenty years, but they
can walk together as long as they are
both in agreement with God.
The Bible, which is God's voice,
says we are to assemble ourselves
together, and those who walk in the
light should be agreed concerning
that. Doing something else during
service times would be out of the
question. If the house of God is holding services, such as a revival or a
camp meeting, that is where a child
of God should desire to be and
should go if at all possible. There is
something wrong with someone who
does not want to be around the family of God.
The family of God is near and
dear to me, and I want to be around
them. If the family of God is getting
GospelTrumpeter.com • February 2016

together for some kind of gathering,
I want to be there. If they are gathering and somebody is going to talk
about the Word of God, which saves
us, I want to be there in case God
has something to talk to me about.
The Bible is God's voice.
Witnessing to Others
Someone may ask, "How are we
supposed to win the unbelievers?"
Dear one, you will never win them
by running with them. Some people
want to stay in false religion because
they have family or friends who attend there, and they think they can
win them. To win them you must
have something to win them to. You
cannot be in Babylon yourself and try
to overhaul other Babylonians. You
have to take a stand for what is right
and come out of her, as the Bible
says, and be not a partaker of her
sins (see Revelation 18:4).
How can you win others to the
Truth? You can win them by witnessing to them. I realize that is oldfashioned, but it is still the way to do
it. You can testify by telling them
what God has done for you. Not
many are being witnessed to, and the
reason is that people are not living
100 percent clear in their lives. It is
very difficult to witness to somebody
else when your own life is not
straight.
Testifying, or talking about the
things of God, is how I was won to
the Lord. When I worked at Rockwell, I saw a lot of people there who
professed to have religion, and they
did. Some were Catholic, some were
Nazarene, and others were this or
that. One young man talked to me
who was from the Church of God.
He was different. He talked about
the things of God and the Bible, and
he gave me a lot of tracts. He not
only had something to tell me but
also he had a holy life to show me.
That is how you win people to God.
First John 1:5-7 says: "This then
is the message which we have heard
of him, [Why did John say this? They
had lost track of the message. That
was when the apostasy started, so

John brought them right back to the
beginning. He said this is the message which we have heard of Him.]
and declare unto you, that God is
light, and in him [God] is no darkness at all. If we say that we have
fellowship with him [speaking of
God], and walk in darkness, we lie,
and do not the truth: But if we walk
in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin."
"Strangers and Pilgrims
on the Earth"
How can light have fellowship
with darkness? It cannot, and that is
what Paul was saying. How can
Christ have fellowship with Belial?
How can a believer have fellowship
with an infidel? There is no fellowship without the blood of Jesus
Christ. Deuteronomy 14:2 reads,
"For thou art an holy people unto the
LORD thy God, and the LORD hath
chosen thee to be a peculiar people
unto himself, above all the nations
that are upon the earth." What does
the word peculiar mean? It means
"odd." If you are peculiar to the
world, you are odd, irregular, and
even strange.
Peter said in 1 Peter 2:9, "But ye
are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people [an odd people] that ye
should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light." Paul said
to Titus in Titus 2:14, "Who gave
himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto
himself a peculiar [odd, strange]
people, zealous of good works."
Have you ever been called a
fanatic? I have. As a Christian, all
you have to do is be among a group
of worldly people, and right away
they call you a fanatic. As a fanatic
for Christ, I am not disappointed in
Him like some fans at football games
are disappointed in their favorite
teams. Dear one, we are strangers
and foreigners in this world, but we
are not strangers and foreigners to

one another. The Bible says in Ephesians 2:19, "Now therefore ye are no
more strangers and foreigners, but
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of
the household of God." We are
strangers and pilgrims as far as the
world is concerned.
Hebrews 11:13 says, "These all
died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar
off, and were persuaded of them, and
embraced them, and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims on
the earth." This earth is not our
home. We are just passing through.
However many years, weeks, days,
or hours the Lord gives us, we are
just passing through.
Called to Holiness
To become a member of the
Church of God, one is required to
live a life of holiness. First Thessalonians 4:7 says, "For God hath not
called us unto uncleanness, but unto
holiness." That is the first call that
you received when you got saved. As
a Christian, you cannot go on living
the way you were living in sin, because you are called to holiness. We
are serving a holy God, and it takes a
holy life to serve a holy God.
Second Timothy 1:9 reads, "Who
hath saved us, and called us with an
holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world
began." When Christ saved you and
you were called to live a holy life, it
was not just to be holy in your outward appearance and in the way you
dress, but holiness starts on the inside first. You must be holy in your
conduct, in your personality, in your
attitudes, and in the whole man.
Now, this may be upsetting to those
who want to continue living in sin or
who have been mistaught, thinking
they have to sin.
I talked to a man who was in a
tongues movement. I wondered if he
really believed in holiness. He talked
about it, so I asked him. He said:
"Oh, yes, there are sins that God
forgives us for, and we do not have
GospelTrumpeter.com • February 2016

to do them anymore."
I said, "So you do live holy and
free from sin?"
He said, "I would not go quite
that far."
You see, he made room for sin.
Many in false religion will go so far,
but they still believe that every single
day you have to do something sinful
in the eyes of God, in either word,
thought, or deed.
I think he struggled with smoking tobacco. I said to him, "Well, we
were born with a desire to drink, but
we were not born with a desire to
smoke." Long before I was saved, I
can remember the first time I ever
smoked a cigarette, and it about
gagged me; it was terrible. It is no
joke and it is no fun, but if you keep
working at it, it gets into your bloodstream. The next thing you know, it
becomes a habit. The nicotine in the
tobacco is addicting, just as much as
any drug is.
We are called to holiness, but
there are a lot of false teachings in
the world. One of them is that you
have to sin. On the contrary, if you
are a child of God, you do not have
to sin. When someone says he has to
sin, to me that diminishes the power
of God. When someone says that, he
is saying that the devil is stronger
than God. Man has a strong will and
strong desires, but what if he commits his will and his desires to God?
What about then? Too many underestimate the power of God. God is
all powerful. He created man, spoke
his soul into existence, formed the
very body from the dust of the
ground.
We know the devil is stronger
than the natural man. If you are not
saved, the devil leads you around
and takes you to this and that. Suppose the natural man comes in contact with Someone who is stronger
than the devil. I want you to read the
words of Jesus in Luke 11:21-22:
"When a strong man armed keepeth
his palace, his goods are in peace:
But when a stronger than he shall
come upon him, and overcome him,
he taketh from him all his armour
wherein he trusted, and divideth his
5

spoils." To be a member of God's
church, one must be willing to live
holy and walk in the light as it is
shed upon his life.
Count the Cost
You may ask, "How long does it
take to become a member of the
Church of God?" The answer is, just
as long as it takes you to conform to
the Word of God in repentance and
receive forgiveness. If you are willing to give up all your sins and count
the cost, would you not be glad to
have them all removed? You do not
have to pray all night to get saved. I
know it did not take me long to get
saved. When I got up from the altar,
my sins were forgiven, and my heart
was clean. I did not have to pray all
night to get in that condition.
I have seen some go to the altar
and pray and pray and never seem to
get anywhere with God. The reason
is, they are not quite sure that they
want to turn away from something
that God has shown them or something that would be a hindrance to
their Christian walk. So they pray
with the thought in mind, "I don't
know if I really want to give this up."
Dear one, you are just wasting your
time if that is what you do. You
might as well go back to your seat
and wait until you do come to the
place that you are willing to give it
up.
To be a member of the Church
of God, one must experience the new
birth. In John 3:3 Jesus put it this
way: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Do you
know why so many books are written
on false doctrines and false theology?
People write from the natural mind.
They write from books that they have
read, which have been written by
other people. The reason they are so
far off track is that they have never
really been born again.
When an individual is born
again, it converts the soul from a
sinful state to righteousness and holiness before God. When an individual
is born again, or saved, when he
6

prays through and meets the conditions of the Word of God, he is instantly saved and instantly holy.
There is not one sin in his life. When
one is saved, all sin is gone, never to
be remembered against him again.
Psalm 103:12 says, "As far as the
east is from the west, so far hath he
removed our transgressions from
us."
When Israel of old was in
Egyptian bondage, their cries came
up before the Lord. They fled their
pursuers until they came to the Red
Sea. With the enemy closing in and
Israel in fear, God instructed Moses
to lift up his rod and stretch out his
hand over the sea and divide it. The
children of Israel walked in there on
dry ground with the enemy in hot
pursuit. Often when God is dealing
with a soul, the enemy really turns
up the heat and works to hinder that
person from getting saved; the enemy is in hot pursuit. The Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart. He changed his
mind and pursued the children of
Israel.
When Moses was instructed to
lift up the rod over the sea and divide
the sea, the wind held up the walls of
the sea, and Israel walked through on
dry ground. Pharaoh and his chariots
went in after them. God again told
Moses to lift up the rod, and the sea
came back together.
Obedience Brings Deliverance
Exodus 14:24-31 states: "And it
came to pass, that in the morning
watch the LORD looked unto the host
of the Egyptians through the pillar of
fire and of the cloud, and troubled
the host of the Egyptians, And took
off their chariot wheels, that they
drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face
of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for
them against the Egyptians. And the
LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out
thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon
their horsemen.
"And Moses stretched forth his
hand over the sea, and the sea reGospelTrumpeter.com • February 2016

turned to his strength when the
morning appeared; and the Egyptians
fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of
the sea. And the waters returned, and
covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that
came into the sea after them; there
remained not so much as one of
them. But the children of Israel
walked upon dry land in the midst of
the sea; and the waters were a wall
unto them on their right hand, and on
their left.
"Thus the LORD saved Israel that
day out of the hand of the Egyptians;
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead
upon the sea shore. And Israel saw
that great work which the LORD did
upon the Egyptians: and the people
feared the LORD, and believed the
LORD, and his servant Moses."
If you want to use that as a type
of salvation, then you will have to
say this: all sin is gone in justification. Everything that pursued Israel
was destroyed in the sea. God is the
Deliverer, just as in the type when
the enemy was completely destroyed. What do we see in this type?
When one is seeking deliverance, the
enemy does not want to let him go.
The enemy is going to use every
tactic that he has to hold a person in
sin. He will seek to overtake you and
try to bring you back into servitude.
Even when you are under conviction,
he will try to bring you back.
God makes a way to cross over
from bondage into freedom, and that
is by obedience to the Word of God.
The rod that Moses lifted up is a type
of the Word of God. It can be used
to deliver and to destroy. That same
rod shut the enemy down completely. Obedience to the Word of
God is what it takes to become a
member of the Church of God.
First John 1:9 says, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness." If you stay
with the Word of God, He will clear
a path so that you can live right, do
right, and stay right, if you desire to
do so. In Isaiah 35:8 the prophet
wrote: "And an highway shall be

there, and a way [thank God for that
way], and it shall be called The way
of holiness; the unclean shall not
pass over it; but it shall be for those:
the wayfaring men, though fools,
shall not err therein."
Is Your Name in the
Book of Life?
Does the Church of God have a
membership? Absolutely, it has a
membership; we have members.
Lining up with the Word of God
makes you a member, but read what
the Apostle Paul had to say about
members. In 1 Corinthians 12:12 he
wrote, "For as the body is one, and
hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being
many, are one body: so also is
Christ." In verse 19 in the same

[Guest Editorial—contin. from page 2]

seem trivial, but it can cause one to
fall short of God's glory. It is the
weight of being a busybody. First
Peter 4:15 associates this condition
with a murderer, a thief, or an evildoer. People involved with this vice
are never satisfied unless they know
about everything that goes on. Often
they delve into matters that are none
of their business. Apparently it gives
them a good feeling to be the first to
know. A close kin to this weight is
that of being a talebearer. Proverbs
18:8 says that the words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go
down deep into the belly. The words
of a talebearer may seem innocent,
but someone always receives a great
hurt from them. This weight stifles
spiritual progress and lessens one's
usefulness to God.
Next, we find a weight called
dishonesty. This is found in a person
who thinks nothing of speaking an
untruth. To him it is easier to lie than
to speak the truth on a matter.
Colossians 3:9 instructs those who
have been risen with Christ not to lie.
Another form of dishonesty con-

chapter he said, "And if they were all
one member, where were the body?"
In these verses he kept talking about
the members.
The Apostle Paul wrote in verse
26, "And whether one member
suffer, all the members suffer with it;
or one member be honoured,
all the members rejoice with it."
Backing up to verse 18 he said, "But
now hath God set the members every
one of them in the body, as
it hath pleased him." By these
Scriptures, you can see that we do
have members, so the Church of
God has a membership, and it is
according to the Word of God. We
do not have a literal membership
book to keep track of the members.
God takes care of that. He truly
knows who are members and who
are not members.

The Spirit of God does a great
job of keeping the records straight.
You see, we might mess up the
record. We might figure this one is a
member and he is not a member at
all. That is the reason the Lamb has
the Book, and it is called the Book of
Life. Who is in it? Those who have
spiritual life. All of those who attend
a Church of God congregation are
not necessarily members of God's
church. To be a member of God's
church, one must be saved and obedient to the Word of God and the
Spirit of God. I thank God for those
who have obeyed the Word of God.
Those who have real salvation become full-fledged members of the
Church of God, according to the
Word of God.

demned in the Word is cheating or
defrauding another brother or sister.
Dishonesty discredits the beauty of
the holiness lifestyle. Second Corinthians 4:2 shows us that we are to
renounce the hidden things of
dishonesty.
A child of God is to rid himself
of any weights that might hinder him
in his walk with God, such as bad
habits or vices, including jealousy,
envy, hatred, or resentment. In 2
Corinthians 7:1 we read, "Having

therefore these promises, dearly
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear
of God." To neglect the cleansing of
yourself causes your experience to
be dwarfed. It prevents you from
being the person that Christ truly
intends you to be. The opening
Scripture encourages you to "lay
aside every weight" that hinders you
from being what you should be for
the Savior.

(Compact Disc TR-1413E)

Selected

A house built on sand is in fair
weather just as good as if built on a
rock. It is the storm that proves one
weak and another strong.
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Brother E. David Stegmeier
God's Greatest Gift to Mankind
Jeremiah said in Jeremiah 6:16a,
"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the
ways, and see, and ask for the old
paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest
for your souls." Let the devil be advised: God says it is time. For too
long the church has been sleeping on
the job, unaware of the hurting of
those whom Satan has robbed. If we
will bind up the wounded and love
the outcasts, we will see a renewal of
revival. Salvation is God's greatest
gift to mankind.
The definition of salvation is
"the saving of man from the power
and the effects of sin; his deliverance
from the condition of spiritual isolation and estrangement to reconciliation of communion with God and
one's fellow man; redemption from
spiritual lostness to religious fulfillment; restoration to the fullness of
8

God's favor; and the saving of a person's soul from eternal punishment
and its admission into heavenly beatitude or supreme blessedness." I
thank God for salvation.
There is joy in salvation. I want
the world to see that I am a happy
pilgrim. I like to see happy people.
The Bible lets us know that those
who love the Lord are happy. The
salvation that we enjoy is full and
free and complete. Salvation saves
man from his past. We are saved
from sin's consequences and sin's
penalty. God has dealt with every
one of us in mercy.
The Psalmist David wrote in
Psalm 103:10-12: "He hath not dealt
with us after our sins; nor rewarded
us according to our iniquities. For as
the heaven is high above the earth, so
great is his mercy toward them that
fear him. As far as the east is from
the west, so far hath he removed our
transgressions from us." That is an
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awesome Scripture. There is a saying by Rudyard Kipling that says,
"East is East and West is West, and
never the twain shall meet." We will
never meet our sins again. They have
been put out of God's sight forever.
Jesus said to a woman taken in
adultery in John 8:11, "Neither do I
condemn thee: go, and sin no more."
Under the old law, she would have
been killed. Moses tells us in Leviticus 20:10, "And the man that
committeth adultery with another
man's wife, even he that committeth
adultery with his neighbour's wife,
the adulterer and the adulteress shall
surely be put to death." God had
mercy on the woman to whom Jesus
spoke. I thank God for His mercy.
Romans 8:1 says, "There is therefore
now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus." Again, this full
and free salvation delivers man from
his past.
Romans 3:23-25 reads: "For all

have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God; Being justified freely
by his grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission of
sins that are past, through the forbearance of God."
We all have fallen short of God's
glory, yet God with undisturbed
kindness declares that we are righteous. He gave this through Christ
Jesus when He freed us from the
penalty of our sins. God presented
Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. We are
made right with God when we believe that Jesus sacrificed His life by
shedding His blood. This sacrifice
shows that God was being fair when
He held back and did not punish
those who sinned in time past. We
are saved by His grace. We did not
earn this salvation; it was an undeserved gift. Christ purchased this gift
for you and me.
Saved From the Power of Sin
Paul wrote in Titus 3:3-5: "For
we ourselves also were sometimes
foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living
in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that the
kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by
works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to his
mercy he saved us, by the washing
of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost." Good works will not
earn the experience of salvation; it is
the work of mercy. Jesus paid the
price by taking our place. We read in
Hebrews 8:12, "For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more."
Years ago I remember hearing
about an opera singer in London,
England, who would go out after her
performances and drink and carry
on. While in London, she attended a
revival meeting and got gloriously
saved. The next evening she received
a call from a man with whom she

would carouse, and he said he wanted to take her out to a certain place
where they could drink and have a
big time.
She said: "To whom are you
speaking? Who are you trying to
reach?"
He said, "So-and-So, and I
believe this is you."
She said: "No, I got saved last
night, and I am a different person.
You are talking to the wrong individual." When a person gets saved, he
or she becomes a completely different individual. If a person is not
changed, then he or she does not
have full salvation.
The sacrifice under the old law
made man ceremonially clean. It
qualified him to engage in religious
rites, but this ritual cleansing was
only on the outside. It did not reach
the heart. Thank God, Jesus cleans
the inside and makes one a new creature.
This full and free salvation saves
a person from the power of sin right
now. I believe in the old-fashioned
Gospel, and it is what the world
needs. The old-time Gospel saves
people from sin and makes them new
creatures. It makes them wholesome,
healthy, God-fearing people. The
world needs to see good examples.
This full and free salvation will
save you from the power of sin right
now. You do not have to dabble in
sin. I do not want to sin. I value my
marriage, and I value my name in the
community where I live. In the mind
is where you need to win the battle.
Sin appears first in the mind; therefore, you need to keep your mind
clean. I do not look at pornography,
and I never have. If I am going to
preach the Gospel, I cannot be a
hypocrite. There is too much hypocrisy today. Some ministers are not
living as they ought to live.
Paul wrote in Romans 6:14-15:
"For sin shall not have dominion over
you: for ye are not under the law, but
under grace. What then? shall we
sin, because we are not under the
law, but under grace? God forbid."
In the Church of God we practice
holiness.
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Romans 6:22-23 tells us: "But
now being made free from sin, and
become servants to God, ye have
your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life. For the wages of sin
is death; but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
I repeat, you do not have to dabble in
sin. Many, many years ago, an older
sister used to sing an old song by C.
W. Naylor entitled "Sin Shall Not
Reign." It reads:
Once by sin our souls were bound
And no helping hand we found,
And we struggled for our freedom
but in vain;
Till our blessed Savior came,
Washed away our guilt and
shame,
Gave us grace and help o'er
sinfulness to reign.
Free from sin we daily live
By the strength that He doth give,
For we trust in His almighty arm
of pow'r:
He protects us day by day,
Keeps us in the narrow way,
And we find His grace sufficient
ev'ry hour.
"Be ye holy," God commands,
By our side He ever stands
To protect us when the tempter
doth allure:
And we never need to fall
If we trust in Him for all:
He is able to uphold and keep us
pure.
Oh, ye souls who plead for sin,
Look to God, then look within,
For the evil in your hearts His soul
doth hate:
And, lest you be cast away,
Turn from wrong this very day,
Come repenting, seek His mercy
ere too late.
Sin shall not have dominion over
you;
For the Lord hath spoken
And its pow'r is broken:
Sin shall not have dominion over
you;
For He causeth us to triumph day
by day.
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Beware of False Prophets
When I entered military basic
training, just after I entered the
reception center and they cut off all
my hair, I thought, "I have to go to
prayer." So I went into the chapel,
knelt down, and prayed, "God, help
me; I really need Your help." I felt
someone watching me, so I looked
up, and there was an army chaplain.
We started talking, and the subject of
holiness came up. I said: "I came into
the service without sinning. I am
holy, and I want to live a holy life."
He said, "I'm afraid of you."
I said, "Jesus told the woman
who was caught in adultery to go
and sin no more."
He said, "Jesus didn't mean
that."
I told him: "The Bible says that
Jesus stooped down and wrote
something, and those who were
standing by were convicted by their
own consciences, and they took off.
He must have written things that
they were convicted of."
"Oh, that is foolish," he said.
"Jesus was just doodling in the
sand."
There are many false prophets in
our world today. God has given us
the ability to live without sin, and I
am thankful for that. Years ago a
minister came to our services when
I was preaching on holiness. I wanted to shake his hand, so after the
service was over, I hurried to reach
him before he left. He said: "You
said in the pulpit that you do not sin.
That made me so angry I wanted to
come up there and hit you in the
head."
There are a lot of false prophets.
I thank God for honest people who
want to live without sin. Brother E.
A. Wilson used to say, "The bottom
line is, do you want to live free from
sin?" I tell my congregation that holiness makes fathers good fathers,
makes husbands good husbands,
makes women good mothers and
good wives, makes people good
citizens, and makes people honest
and respectable.
Matthew 1:21 says, "And she
10

[referring to Mary] shall bring forth
a son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people
from their sins," not in their sins.
There is a song that says: "I don't
want to change it or rearrange it; I
love it just like it is." False religion
teaches that Jesus saves people in
sin. No, He saves people from sin.
If I were in a building that caught
fire, I would want there to be a space
between the building and me. The
space between an individual and sin
is the grace of God. The Bible says
in Matthew 6:10, "Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it
is in heaven." The Bible says in
earth, not on earth. The kingdom is
come in our hearts, and God wants
His will to be done in each of our
lives. God's will can never be universally done on this earth. There will
be wars and rumors of wars as long
as this world stands. Salvation saves
you from the power of sin.
Guard Yourself
Jesus said to the man who was
healed by the pool of Bethesda, "Behold, thou art made whole: sin no
more, lest a worse thing come unto
thee" (John 5:14). What could that
"worse thing" be? He could have
ended up in hell. If you could not live
without sin, it would be an unjust
requirement.
One time when we went to
Canada for a meeting, a German
man sang this song: "Let worldly
minds the world pursue, It has no
charms for me; Once I admired its
trifles, too, But grace hath set me
free. Free! free! free! I am from sin
set free! This world has now no
charms for me, For Christ hath set
me free." I would rather go to church
and be with God's people than do
anything else in the world.
I do not have the ability to write
books, but I have many young men
in my congregation and in the
neighboring communities with whom
I meet, and we talk about the church
and the doctrines of the Church of
God. It came to me one day that I am
instilling the Word in them, and they
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are living epistles; they are living
books. Some of these young men
with whom I am working may become epistles that God can use to
preach the Gospel. We each are gifted in different ways. I appreciate it
when young men come and say,
"Brother Stegmeier, can I have some
time with you?" That really lights up
my life when I find young people
who really want to serve God.
God can deliver you from every
temptation. In His full and free salvation, you are delivered from the
power of sin right now. First Corinthians 10:13 tells us, "There hath no
temptation taken you but such as is
common to man: but God is faithful,
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way
to escape, that ye may be able to
bear it." If you know where you are
tempted, you must stay away from
any situation that you cannot handle.
If you are in a situation and you think
you might be tempted to sin, you
will. You know where your weak
points are, so you need to guard
yourself.
First, in this full and free salvation, you are saved from all the evil
things you did in your past. There is
no more penalty for those things.
Jesus paid for them. That is awesome! Jesus paid the price for you.
Second, you are saved from the present. Do you think you can live without sin for five minutes? Well, how
about ten or fifteen minutes? How
about thirty? God can keep you from
sin.
Brother Esau Brooks said when
he first heard of fasting, he had never
done that before, so he tried it for
five minutes and made it. The next
time he tried it for ten minutes and
made it. Then he said God told him
to fast a little longer. God would help
him. Likewise, God can help you to
stay clean and holy all day long.
Third, this full and free salvation
saves you from the presence of sin in
the future. Some day we are going to
go where we will not see or feel the
presence of sin. I am talking about a
full, free, and great salvation! You

are saved from the past, saved from
the present, and someday there will
not be any sin. The most beautiful
place right now is the church because there is no sin there. We sit in
heavenly places. I thank God that I
am where I am. I have come to a lot
of crossroads, heard a lot of voices
and could have gone a lot of different
directions, but God has kept me.
I like the song that says, "I can
see far down the mountain, . . . But
the Spirit led, unerring, To the land
I hold today." This full and free salvation will save us from sin in the
future. We will be in Heaven where
there will be no sin or temptation. I
do not like to be tempted, so I guard
myself. I do not read anything that I
should not read or look at things that
I should not look at. What I preach, I
had better live.
Sin Can Never Enter Heaven
Salvation saves us from the presence of sin in the future. Jesus said in
Matthew 25:41, "Then shall he say
also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil
and his angels." There will be no sin
over in Heaven. You will not have a
mortal body; you will have a spiritual
body. First Corinthians 15:44 says,
"It is sown a natural body; it is raised
a spiritual body. There is a natural
body, and there is a spiritual body."
The Amplified Bible says, "It is
sown a natural (physical) body; it is
raised a supernatural (a spiritual)
body, [As surely as] there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual
body."
I thought of the old song, "When
We See Christ." The last verse says,
"The tempter will be banished, we'll
lay our burden down." I love living
for the Lord. I really enjoy it. It is a
wonderful life! You can go to bed
with a clear conscience. There is a
wonderful song entitled "Sin Can
Never Enter There." It says:
Heaven is a holy place,
Filled with glory and with grace—
Sin can never enter there;

All within its gates are pure,
From defilement kept secure—
Sin can never enter there.
If you hope to dwell at last,
When your life on earth is past,
In that home so bright and fair,
You must here be cleansed from sin,
Have the life of Christ within—
Sin can never enter there.
You may live in sin below,
Heaven's grace refuse to know,
But you cannot enter there;
It will stop you at the door,
Bar you out forevermore—
Sin can never enter there.
If you cling to sin till death,
When you draw your latest breath,
You will sink in dark despair
To the regions of the lost,
Thus to prove at awful cost,
Sin can never enter there.
Sin can never enter there,
Sin can never enter there;
So if at the judgment bar
Sinful spots your soul shall mar,
You can never enter there.

God has dealt with us in mercy.
Christianity is such a beautiful way;
it is a way of mercy. We have love
and compassion. Second, we are
saved from the power of sin in the
present. You do not have to live in
sin. This way of living is a wonderful
way. Third, we are saved from the
presence of sin in the future. This
salvation is full and free. It is free to
us because Christ paid the price. It is
free to us, but it cost Heaven's best.
First Corinthians 6:20 reads:
"For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God's."
Paul asked in Hebrews 2:3, "How
shall we escape, if we neglect so
great salvation?" Do not let this salvation and this privilege of being a
Christian pass by. How shall you
escape if you neglect salvation? The
word neglect means, "To treat it with
carelessness; lack of attention; negligent." You need to pay attention to
the salvation of your soul. If there is
anything that you need to attend to
most of all, it ought to be the salvation of your soul.
(Compact Disc TR-1431)

You may be living in sin now,
but you can get right with God. The
first time you feel the wooing of
God's Holy Spirit, do not put off
salvation. I have seen some put off
salvation, and then pass away without getting saved. Sometimes I have
had to give the eulogy and have
struggled because I was not sure that
the person made it. If you have sin in
your heart, you are not going to
make Heaven your eternal home.
There was a man who had
wandered away from God. Later he
got cancer, he would cry out: "I want
to be saved. Oh, I regret going back
on God. If I had it to do over, I never
would have backslidden. Please help
me!"
This full and great salvation is
three-fold. First of all, when we accept Jesus Christ, we are saved from
the penalty and the consequences of
our sin. I thank God for that! I am
sure that many of us would have
been executed under the old law, but
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Jeremiah 23:10 For the land is
full of adulterers; for because of
swearing the land mourneth; the
pleasant places of the wilderness
are dried up, and their course is
evil, and their force is not right.
11 For both prophet and priest
are profane; yea, in my house have
I found their wickedness, saith the
LORD.
12 Wherefore their way shall be
unto them as slippery ways in the
darkness: they shall be driven on,
and fall therein: for I will bring evil
upon them, even the year of their
visitation, saith the LORD.

13 And I have seen folly in the
prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people
Israel to err.
14 I have seen also in the
prophets of Jerusalem an horrible
thing: they commit adultery, and
walk in lies: they strengthen also the
hands of evildoers, that none doth
return from his wickedness: they are
all of them unto me as Sodom, and
the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah.
15 Therefore thus saith the
LORD of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with

wormwood, and make them drink
the water of gall: for from the
prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land.
16 Thus saith the LORD of hosts,
Hearken not unto the words of the
prophets that prophesy unto you:
they make you vain: they speak a
vision of their own heart, and not
out of the mouth of the LORD.
17 They say still unto them that
despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye
shall have peace; and they say unto
every one that walketh after the
imagination of his own heart, No
evil shall come upon you.

Brother Mike Wilks
Give Greater Heed to That
Which You Have Heard
The Scriptures talk about the
danger of false prophets. We are not
to set anything before God. If something gets between you and God,
there is a problem, and you are going to be in trouble. You must have
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an open connection.
Scientists say that on Monday,
August 21, 2017, there will be a
total solar eclipse. I am looking forward to seeing it. People will travel
from all over the world to see it.
There is a path it will take through
Oregon, across Nebraska, and end
off the coast of South Carolina. It is
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amazing when you think of the
power of the sun and how the moon
will be perfectly in between it and
the earth and block out the light.
There will be total darkness for
about one minute and twenty seconds. The lesson is, little things can
get in the way. Little things in your
life can get in the way of God

Almighty.
Ecclesiastes 1:9 reads, "The
thing that hath been, it is that which
shall be; and that which is done is
that which shall be done: and there
is no new thing under the sun."
Some people who have the knowledge of the true and living God have
been guilty of putting things before
God. It is amazing that God is so
good to this world, yet many people
tread on that. Some people are as
wicked as they can be, yet they say
they have the blessings of God because they have a job, a family, and
they travel the world. No, that is just
the mercy of God. He is good to all
of us, giving us seasons, rain, and
food to eat. That does not mean God
is not to be feared. Some people take
confidence that because they have
lots of material things, they are
doing well in their souls, but that is
not true.
Have you ever seen pictures of
the Hoover Dam holding back all
that water? That is like the throne of
Jesus Christ. His throne of mercy is
interceding and holding God back,
but one day He is going to step off
that throne of mercy, and the wrath
of God is going to be revealed to
His creation. The blood of Jesus is
nothing to trample on.
It is amazing to me that some
people say there is no hell, but the
Bible lets us know there is a hell. Do
you realize that it is possible that
you can spend the rest of your physical life in jail for one crime? Have
you ever thought about that? I want
you to think about this, friend. If one
crime in this world could put you in
prison for your entire life, where do
you think committing a crime or
crimes against the Son of God is
going to get you? It is dangerous to
play around with God's Son, the
apple of His eye. He sent His Son
here to die for you. He beckons to us
all to give greater heed to the things
which we have heard. God forbid
that we commit multiple crimes
against the Son of God.
Hebrews 10:29 reads, "Of how
much sorer punishment, suppose ye,
shall he be thought worthy, who

hath trodden under foot the Son of
God, and hath counted the blood of
the covenant, wherewith he was
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath
done despite unto the Spirit of
grace?" The Amplified Bible says:
"insulting and outraging the [Holy]
Spirit." That is powerful!
Set Your Affection
on Things Above
Friend, we are standing between
two fires: our God, Who is a consuming fire, and on the other side,
hell. Every day you are getting a
little closer to eternity. You are going to have to make a choice. Where
are you going to spend eternity?
There are many who set something
before God. They want something
else more than God. Consider how
people will gather in for a funeral
service but they will not gather
together for Jesus Christ. God has
done so much for us. If we are not
careful, it can cause us to become
selfish.
We need to get our eyes on
Christ and remember what He has
done for every one of us. If someone
rubs you the wrong way, you need
to get over it and move on. God's
people are not babies. They love
God more than anything. Some people get wrong attitudes in their
hearts because they listen to the
wrong person or unsaved family
members. When I got saved, I lost
everything, but I gained Christ. I
would not trade salvation for the
world. I listen to God for spiritual
advice. You need to ask God:
"Where do You want me, God?
What would You have me to do?" I
want to win others to Christ, and the
only way I can win them is to have a
powerful experience with God. The
Church of God is beautiful.
You need to set your affection
on things above. At my son's first
birthday party, we were out on a
seesaw, and I began to think about
where we are on the spiritual seesaw. Are you leaning toward the
world? Are you more concerned
with your job and the cares of this
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life than you are spiritual things? Do
you sit and meditate on the things of
God? One day I went to work and
the sales manager asked me, "What
have you been doing today?"
I said, "I have been in the Good
Book."
Then when I left, he said, "Enjoy your day and get in the Good
Book."
The Good Book is the Word of
God. When you are depressed or
have things that crush you, worldly
books provide no comfort to you,
just a temporary escape. When you
get in a hard place, you need to get
in the Word of God; that is where
your help comes from. You need to
be in a position to help others who
need help. Young person, if you are
lost, how are you going to help
someone who needs help? If you
have your own experience, you can
guide others so they can receive
help. You should have a healthy
balance when it comes to your
possessions and your thoughts about
the things of God.
Consider Solomon in all his
greatness, wisdom, power, and
everything God showed him, yet he
got off track. He started loving
strange women. He had hundreds of
wives and concubines, and they
turned his heart away from God.
Young man, ungodly women will
turn your heart away from God. You
need to serve God and find a good,
godly woman. She will be a strength
and a help to you. I thank God for
the Church of God.
Who Are You Following?
The burden of the message is
in Jeremiah, Chapter 23. The world
is having a great effect on religion,
but what is having a greater effect
is false religion. The condition of
the world is represented by what is
being propagated across pulpits in
our land. We can see what is being
preached across the pulpits, things
that are knowingly evil, yet religion
is getting involved and saying it
is acceptable. I read in one place that
[continued on page 25]
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Accusations

What I am about to write has a
dark appearance, and lest the reader
might conclude that such an experience is the unavoidable lot of every
Christian, I must say that it is not. No
one who will begin right, and begin
in time, to cast aside the suggestions
of Satan need suffer such things. Life
is largely made up of habits, and only
those who get into the habit of listening to impressions and ignoring reason and their better judgment are
likely to fall into the ditch of accusations about to be described.
To those who are in this dark pit
there seems no way of escape, and of
all persons in this world who need
the encouragement and the prayers
of God's people, those who are tormented with accusations need them
most. I say tormented, because to be
accused by Satan is the purest type
of torment and is akin to the torment
of hell. None but those who have felt
the living torment of accusation can
realize the depth of suffering inflicted thereby. What is more cruel,
the devil invariably imposes accusations on the most conscientious persons. Those who are hard-hearted
and stiff-necked he never attempts to
accuse, as they already belong to
him. He accuses the innocent and
excuses the guilty.
The accusing spirit is generally
so well disguised that persons unaccustomed to his wily tricks are easily
deceived by him. Accusations often
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seem so real that it is hard for the
over conscientious soul to discriminate between accusations and real
conviction. Satan will come with a
load of accusations and without asking permission will unload them at
the door of some conscientious child
of God whom he thinks too feeble to
remove them; and if he meets with
any resistance, he will at once transform himself into an angel of light
and strike his victim with the fear
that he may grieve the Lord. Satan
will cast an accusation at a soul, and
if inquiry is made as to where it comes from, he will reply at once that it
comes from God. He often continues
this deception for may days and
weeks, and sometimes for years before he is detected.
Under the awful accusing
powers of the devil, souls often hope
for death to relieve them of their
anguish. However, even here Satan
appears and says: "You cannot die,
and you will never be free from these
awful feelings. Even if you were to
die, you are unprepared." Under
such torment, the nerves are often
wrecked and the reason almost dethroned, and Satan is not satisfied.
Accusing spirits can never be satisfied. If you are accused of committing sin and you undertake to repent,
the devil will then say that you are
not repenting right, that your heart is
not in it, or you are just going
through a form. If Satan can get you
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to give up and try to repent, he will
then say, "You had a much better
experience before than you now
have, and it would have been much
better if you had not given it up."
Accusations very often get
people into the most rigorous
bondage. For instance, Satan will
impress you to do some certain
thing—possibly to speak to someone
concerning salvation—and say, "If
you do not obey, you will lose your
soul." Such suggestions are usually
made when it would be unreasonable
or impossible to obey them. Then
Satan will say, "You have grieved
the Lord."
It is almost enough to drive
insane anyone who will listen to the
repeated accusations of the devil.
The past experience abandoned, the
present one unsatisfactory, and but
little hope for the future, the soul
sighs and reels beneath the load,
supposing that God is grieved, when
it is only Satan's lie.
Satan is very cautious in his approaches. He will not present too
much at once lest he should be detected; yet when the proper time
comes, he will present the most
unreasonable things possible. He
generally begins by suggesting that
you are not saved; but as you cannot
think of anything of which to repent,
you will possibly conclude that you
are all right after all. At this juncture,
Satan again appears on the scene and

suggests that even if you were all
right in the first place, you are now
backslidden, as you have doubted the
Lord. After you have struggled under these false impressions for a
while, Satan will then advance far
enough to tell you that you have
committed the unpardonable sin and
grieved the Holy Spirit away entirely. This lie is self-evident to all
who are acquainted with the wiles of
the devil, from the fact that the one
who has committed the unpardonable sin does not feel convicted.
Many poor souls have believed this
falsehood, and on account of it have
been driven to the utmost bounds of
human anguish. Mortal tongue cannot frame words to describe the suffering of a soul thus accused of the
devil. The imagination could not
dream of a darker scene than this,
nor could the brush of the most
skilled artist paint a picture so dismal.
Probably the next bold step
Satan will take is to suggest selfdestruction, or suicide. Souls in this
awful state of mental anguish have
been know to take their own lives,
and so perish soul and body when
mercy was freely offered.
The same vile spirit of the devil
that will accuse you about your own
experience, in order to cut off any
possible help he may see coming
your way, will accuse others to you
and cause you to lose confidence in
them, thus causing still greater discouragement.
Along with the spirit of
accusation, there often goes a disposition to confess all the deeds of
one's life. Satan will bring to your
mind some past mistake or sin or
failure and tell you that if you do not
confess it, you will lose your soul.
Then when you go and confess to
someone, Satan will turn and accuse
you for doing what he impressed you
to do and will say that you have
made a fool of yourself and that the
person to whom you have confessed
will never have confidence in you
again. I have known persons under
the spirit of accusation to confess
publicly to the secret sins of their

life, which the Lord had long
forgiven and forgotten. Such confession brings shame and disgrace to
the cause of Christ and nothing but
discouragement to the confessor.
The spirit of accusation is a greedy
tyrant that cannot be satisfied. The
person who tries to confess until
the spirit of accusation has been
satisfied will find a life-long task.
The Bible teaches that we shall
confess our sins, but it does not teach
that we shall confess them to everybody. Sometimes confession to certain individuals is necessary, and
sometimes when a community has
been wronged, sinned against, or
disgraced, public confession is required. "Confession to whom confession is due" is a good motto. If you
have sinned against God and against
Him only, then confess your sins to
Him alone, and He will be faithful
and just to forgive you and to cleanse
you from all unrighteousness. If you
have wronged your neighborhood,
your brother, your wife, your husband, your children, or your parents,
confess your wrong to those whom
you have wronged and to them
alone. If you have committed sin
before the public, have sinned
openly, then confess your sin pub-

licly. Remember this and do not let
Satan push you over the mark and
cause you to bring disgrace upon the
cause of Christ and discouragement
to your own soul.
Sometimes people get into such
a habit of confessing past deeds that
they are seized by an irresistible
desire to confess their past life, and
their only relief, it seems, is to pour
out their confession to somebody
who will listen to their tale of woe. I
have known dear souls who were as
honest as truth to confess under the
influence of accusation that they had
been hypocrites all their lives. Such
confession never benefits anyone.
I repeat, you cannot satisfy the
spirit of accusation, for it will accuse
you until you confess and then accuse you for confessing. So there is
no end to it, only by saying, "The
Lord rebuke thee." To open your
heart to a spiritual adviser able to
instruct you is often beneficial, but
continually confessing, confessing,
confessing is a work of the devil and
will only tend to discourage and
dishearten you.
D. O. Teasley

LITTLE FOXES
"Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the
vines: for our vines have tender grapes" (Song of
Solomon 2:15).
Selfishness spoils love.
Discontent spoils joy.
Anxious thought spoils peace.
Impatience spoils long suffering.
Bitter words spoil gentleness.
Indolence spoils goodness.
Doubt spoils faith.
Pride spoils meekness.
Love of pleasure spoils temperance.

GospelTrumpeter.com • February 2016

15

Hebrews 3:12 Take heed,
brethren, lest there be in any of you
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
13 But exhort one another daily,

while it is called To day; lest any
of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.
14 For we are made partakers
of Christ, if we hold the beginning of

our confidence stedfast unto the
end;
15 While it is said, To day if ye
will hear his voice, harden not your
hearts, as in the provocation.

Brother Tim Wilson
The Greatest Evil
As we look into our Scripture
text, I want you to understand the
setting and to whom the Apostle
Paul was speaking. He did not tell
sinners or a lost person to take heed;
he said, "Take heed, brethren." Paul
was talking to people who were
claiming to have a relationship with
God, people who appeared to be
living the way God wanted them to
live. The subject that he brought up
to these particular people was "in
departing from the living God." You
may ask, "Do you believe that some
of God's people are departing from
God?" Yes, I believe it. It is a slow
work, but it is happening. That is the
reason we need to look into this text
of Scripture a little closer.
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In verse 13 Paul said, "But
exhort. . . ." In other words, he was
giving a warning, and that is what I
want to do. I want to bring a warning that it is possible that you, as a
Christian, can be deceived. Sin is
very deceptive. If you will look at
our world, you will find the most
deceptive thing we are facing today
is not what our world is offering, but
it is sin. The greatest evil in the day
in which we live is sin. It is the "parent" of every ill, every evil, and
every heartache.
There is much prayer about
sickness, and I believe there needs to
be. There is much prayer for people
in temptations and trials. There is
much prayer for people who have to
pass through the hour of death. I
believe prayer helps in all these situGospelTrumpeter.com • February 2016

ations, but I also believe we need to
do more praying about sin. Sin is
doing a work, and this is the reason
it is so hard to get people into the
house of God. Sin is the reason it is
hard to get people stirred up concerning their souls. Sin is ever present and ever working, and it is
deceitful. Sin is crowding out other
things, and it ought to be at the top
of our prayer list.
I want you to consider the
deceitfulness of sin. I want you to
think about how deceitful sin really
is. We read in Hebrews 3:13, "But
exhort one another daily, while it is
called To day; lest any of you be
hardened through the deceitfulness
of sin." Paul admonished the people
of God to watch that we do not
harden our hearts. Our "hide" needs

to be tough, so to speak, but our
hearts need to stay soft. You may
say, "I don't have any power over
that." Yes, you do. Every one of us
has control over the power of this
influence. We have control because
we can choose what kind of power
influences our minds.
The Hardening of the Heart
The hardening of the heart is the
first thing that starts to work on you.
The Bible says very plainly in Proverbs 4:23, "Keep thy heart with all
diligence." Why? Because of the
deceitfulness of sin, we have to
guard our hearts more than anything
else. The hardening of the heart is a
work that the enemy is doing on
people. The devil may not be able to
get them to go out to the honky
tonks and the hell holes of this old
world, but he is working on people,
and they are hardening their hearts.
How do we know this? They do
things that are wrong, and when
someone brings it to their attention,
they say, "It doesn't bother me."
They are telling the truth because
they have allowed the process of
hardening their hearts to the degree
that the things that should bother
them do not bother them anymore.
How does the hardening of the
heart come about? It is the consequence of neglecting the means of
softening it. A person who will soften his heart will not have to worry
about hardening it. When a person
neglects to do what he ought to do
and starts to allow things in his life
that he knows are not right, a hardening process begins. The preacher
may not even preach about it, but his
heart condemns him for it. If you
allow something to work and do not
address it, the means of softening
turns to hardening. This is the reason that Paul admonished the brethren to be careful. To harden your
heart is to become insensitive to the
claims of Jesus Christ and God's
Word.
If you begin to harden your
heart, it will not be long until the
Word of God will not mean what it

used to mean to you. Jesus' Word
will not touch your heart the way it
used to because you have changed.
When the Word of God goes forth
and finds you lacking, the appropriate move would be to move up.
However, hardness of the heart will
cause you to look at someone else
and say: "Look at what he is doing.
Look at what he is involved in and
getting away with." Through the
hardness of the heart, you wash it
off and blame your condition on
someone else.
When you allow the Word of
God to work as it should, it will
produce something in your life. First
of all, if you have a soft heart, as the
Word of God goes forth, it will
make an impression upon you. It
will cause you to think, "I need to sit
up and listen to that; I need to take
heed to what is being said." Second,
the Word will stir faith in you: "If
God's Word said it and it has been
brought to me, then He can do it for
me. He can help me out of this condition if I will look to Him." Third,
the Word will stir your obedience.
You will do what it takes to achieve
what you have been impressed with.
Becoming Careless
The hardening process comes if
you become careless in your living.
This is what the enemy wants. He
does not want to take you out in
deep sin right away; he just wants
you to become careless about the
things you know you need to do in
this life. Why does he not want to
take you out into deep sin? He
knows he could not convince you to
do that. What does he do? He gets
you to become careless, whether it is
in your Bible reading, your prayer
life, or your daily living. Through
carelessness, he works a hardening
process.
Carelessness can lead you to a
state of unbelief. The Word of God
is preached, bringing understanding,
but the devil will be right there to
make you feel, "That is not what it
means." What is he doing? He is
taking you down an avenue to
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harden your heart, so that when help
really comes, you will not accept it.
If you allow unbelief to start working in your life, it will soon lead you
to disobedience. You will begin to
disobey God and His Word. Your
conscience is the same way. If you
keep disobeying, soon you are going
to destroy your tender conscience,
and then you will testify that certain
things no longer bother you. You
have killed the conscience that
would have caused you to be what
God wants you to be.
When sin comes in and it
appears in its blackness and all its
negativity, as the people of God, we
are quick to hate it. We are quick to
turn away from it, by the grace of
God. The Apostle Paul was letting
us see a deeper picture than this. Sin
will change its clothes, so to speak,
to appear less harmful. It can change
its language, its actions, and its appearance. It can come to us in a
different way, and that is the reason
Paul was admonishing the saints to
be careful. The deceitfulness of sin
is very effective and hurtful.
I want you to consider Adam
and Eve for a moment. You may
question, "Does sin really work this
way?" If you go back and study, you
will find that Eve was created in
purity. She was intelligent and filled
with a good disposition; she was
perfect from the Maker's hand. She
was not like us. She did not have
any sinful scars or sins to be forgiven. She did not have anything
that the devil could bring back from
her past to use to work on her,
because she had no past. She was
pure and holy, but I want you to see
that although Eve was without a
taint of sin on her heart or on her
will, she was deceived. She was
overcome by Satan. That snake was
an embodiment of the deceitfulness
of sin.
Eve was drawn away from her
loyal obedience, her pureness, and
her righteousness from God, right
into what was wrong. The devil
caused Eve to question God's commands. In so many words, the serpent carefully posed these questions:
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"Hath God said this? What is in this
fruit that God does not want you to
have?" In giving ear to the snake, a
rebellion was forming. She was
rising up against God, and not long
after conversing with that serpent,
she took the fruit and ate it. As soon
as she ate it, she gave it to her
husband, and he ate it.
Unbelief
Unbelief begins when you allow
your heart to secretly question the
Word of God. Most people would
never outwardly admit that their
heart is questioning, but this is
where the enemy starts working. He
will get you to think on things that
you may not be settled on, and
through secret questioning, the devil
will overtake you. That is what happened to Eve. Through questioning,
he was planting the seed to draw her
away. The enemy of your soul will
come and cause you to question
what you have known to be right.
The enemy will say: "Do you really
think that is necessary? Do you really think that is important?" If
God's Word says it, it is important!
The next step the devil works
through is doubt. He will get you to
doubt that God really means what
He says. If the devil can cause you
to be suspicious, he can destroy your
trust, and trust is the element on
which spiritual life thrives. Every
child of God must have trust. That is
what makes us work; that is what
causes us to thrive. The main effect
of evil is to disturb trust, to cause
you to question the trust that you
must have to live for God. Adam
and Eve were perfect right from the
Maker's hand, but what happened to
them? Suspicion through the deceitfulness of sin got the best of them.
Sin is still working that way
today. Sin has not changed, and that
is the reason you need to have your
eyes open to its deceit and the manner in which it comes. To really
understand whether or not something is sin, check out the source
from which it comes. Sin never reveals its ugliness or the horrible
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condition that a person can get in.
Sin never shows the consequences.
It will never show you the end
result.
Out on the highways, big billboards portray healthy people for
the purpose of advertising cigarettes
and alcohol, things that are harmful,
and what are they doing? They only
show you the beginning. They need
to cut the billboard in half and show
you a picture of a hospital room
with people eaten up with lung cancer, homes with nothing to eat, children doing without because of the
alcoholic parent. Why do they not
show that side of the picture? Because sin is deceitful. It wants to
draw you in and take you down.
Most of the time sin will come
to you and inquire with the question,
"Is this really that important?" That
is the reason you must be careful.
You may ask, "Is it wrong to question?" No, I do not believe it is
wrong to question, but I believe you
had better be careful of what you
question. Some things should not be
questioned. If God said it, that ought
to settle it for you. Questioning is
the wedge that Satan uses to drive
home doubts. The practice of sin
may be encouraged by doubts as to
whether there is really a penalty to
it.
When the devil poses a question,
he creates a fear that causes people
to wonder. What did it do when he
said to Eve, "Hath God said. . . ?"
What was the devil doing? He was
driving in a wedge of unbelief. The
question was undermining the foundation of godly fear and godly trust,
and the devil knew what it was going to take to defeat her, so he drove
a wedge in there. You must understand that a tiny bit of sinful distrust
of God's Word will poison all the
thoughts of your soul. You cannot
have a wrong thought on one part of
God's Word and say it is not going
to affect it all. It will affect every
part, and that is the reason this has
caused many people to get into a
position that they never planned to
get into.
For years, every Saturday afterGospelTrumpeter.com • February 2016

noon, we went to the prison up the
road from where we live to minister
to those men incarcerated there.
Many, many of them, at an altar of
prayer, said with tears running down
their cheeks: "Preacher, I never
planned to be here. I never planned
to go this far. I never planned to get
this involved." Sin started a work.
Romans 6:16 tells us, "To whom ye
yield yourself servants to obey, his
servants ye are."
Satan Disguises the
Character of Sin
Let us look at some ways that
sin works. First, sin is deceitful in its
object. When temptation makes an
appearance, it is deceitful in how it
looks to the eye. When Eve was
approached by the serpent, it was an
object of sin that he was working
on. Eve never should have been
there. She stepped over the line, and
the object of sin appeared and became deceitful. The fruit appeared to
be completely harmless to partake
of, but the serpent did not show her
the final results of her disobedience.
When the devil shows you that first
temptation, he will not show you
what it would be like to be lost. He
will attack your mind with thoughts
such as: "You have gone too far.
You cannot get back to God. He
doesn't love you. He doesn't want to
help you anymore." Where did it
start? When you allowed him to first
plant a seed that it was not as
important as you thought it was.
The second way sin works is
that sin is deceitful in the name it
wears. We are living in a day and
time when people do not want to call
evil things sinful anymore. They
want to give sin a nice name, but the
Bible still calls it sin. I agree with
what the Apostle Paul said in
Romans 7:13b, "But sin, that it
might appear sin, working death in
me by that which is good; that sin by
the commandment might become
exceeding sinful." How sinful is sin?
It is taking millions and millions of
people into a lost eternity unprepared to meet God. Many people

want to use fine words to cover their
foul deeds.
Sin has many names to disguise
its real character. A man by the
name of John Bunyan wrote a story
called Holy War. In the story of
Holy War, you will find that the
character "Covetousness" was called
"Puritan" and "Thrifty," which is a
long way from what covetousness is.
He said "Lasciviousness" called
himself by the name "HarmlessMirth," and "Anger" was changed to
"Good Zeal." Even in our day and
time, almost every sin has a "pretty"
name.
Few want to call sin by sin
anymore. Seldom does anyone call
adultery and fornication out as what
they are. Do you know what people
say today? They call it "having an
affair." The Bible says it is adultery
and fornication, but our world wants
to change the picture. We are living
in a day and time when people who
have alcoholism do not call it sin
anymore. They call it a sickness, but
the Bible says it is a sin. If you defile the temple, you are a sinner.
Today people who are infidels are
merely considered to be advanced or
ahead of their time. The Apostle
Paul was giving a warning because
he saw that Satan had taken his
powder box and covered the wrinkled countenance of sin to try to
deceive people.
When preachers preach against
worldliness, in many places they ask
what is wrong with keeping up with
the age, but the Bible still says it is
wrong. Ones who have become
lukewarm to Truth and who live
contrary to the old paths say they
have been liberated. They are trying
to remove the sting of the Gospel
and replace it with an easier way. I
want to tell you, on the authority of
God's Word, changing the names of
sinful things does not alter their
sinfulness.
You may change the name of
things that are wrong, but a day is
coming when you will have to stand
before the great Judge of this world,
and He is going to tell it like it is. He
is not going to care what name you

called sin. He is going to look in the
Lamb's Book of Life, and if your
name is not there, you will be lost.
The name does not alter the sin.
You may go to the cupboard, get out
the garlic and rub it all over your
body and say that smells like sweet
perfume, but that does not change
the fact that you stink like garlic.
Changing the name does not change
the fragrance. No matter what you
call it, evil is still evil and wrong
is still wrong. The Bible tells us that
"the serpent was more subtle." He
was more cunning in his devices.
Why? The devil changes the name
of sin to take the sting out and
to replace it with a name more
acceptable to the world.
Sin Destroys
Third, sin is a disturbing agent.
It disturbs, upsets, destroys, and
hinders all who partake of it, no
matter how insignificant it may appear. That is the reason we must
understand why the Apostle Paul
was giving the warning to take heed.
Sometimes people say, "This is just
a small thing in my life; it is just a
white sin." They try to make it look
as small and as good as they can, but
there is no small matter regarding
sin. Sin is what put Jesus Christ on
the Cross. Sin is what cost Jesus His
life.
That which grieves the Lord is
not a little evil, or merely a little sin.
If it grieves Him, it is something
major. The enemy will come along
and say, "Is it really wrong?" Those
who want to do wrong are ever eager to find a loophole. If they want
to do wrong, they are going to find a
loophole to do it. If you begin to
seek excuses and try to find ways to
get the okay for something wrong,
you have already started down the
broad way with the enemy.
You have to be careful because
the enemy wants to change the appearance of that which God says is
sin. I am glad that the one who is on
the Lord's side is on the side of the
majority. Sad to say, the world is
going the wrong way, and I do not
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want to see anyone go that way. You
should not go that way so that you
can try to change them. You must
turn your back on this world and
walk away from it. The enemy
would like to make you feel that if
you will get down in the hog pen
with them, you can help them. No,
you cannot help anybody when you
cannot help yourself.
The fourth way that sin is deceitful is in the promises that it
makes. You will not go far in sin
without seeing just how much the
devil lies. He promises liberty and
yet makes you a slave. He will tell
you: "You do not want to live the
Christian way; you will be under
bondage. Come on and live in the
liberty of being what you want to
be." What does he do? He makes
you a slave to the habits of life. He
gets you tied up with wrong things,
and then the good you want to do,
you cannot do. Why? You have
become a slave. What he promised
you when he beckoned you was
liberty, but the liberty did not last
long. You soon became a slave. The
devil promises light, but all the
while he is leading you into darkness and failure. He promises pleasure, and there is pleasure in sin for
a season, but that season soon passes
and leads you into misery, heartache, and suffering. The enemy of
your soul will let you talk about
plans of going to Heaven, but he is
leading you to hell. Many are
already living in it and suffering
because of this deception. Sin keeps
none of its promises; it never does.
Sin's Influence
Last, sin is deceitful in the
influence that it carries with it. It
appears to carry a good influence,
but let us take a look at sin's influence for a moment. Sin, in the
beginning, cultivates a free and easy
bearing. It makes you think, "Whatever will be, will be." It makes you
feel that a good influence is in your
life. It does not take long until you
become guilty, and a guilty one goes
day after day without looking to his
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way. He lays down at night and guilt
fills his mind, and he tosses and
turns in the bed. Sin promised him
something good, but it left him with
a guilty conscience. Then the devil
tells him to do something else to
ease his conscience, and the guilt
just keeps adding up.
The devil is trying to hurry you
to destruction. He wants to destroy
you. Young person, the enemy
would like nothing better than to
take a young life and destroy it. He
will make you think that it is all
right to do this or that. He will make
you think you can go into sin for a
few years and then come back to the
church whenever you feel like you
are ready. What he does not show
you is that in a few years you may
be bound or possibly even incarcerated. In a few years you may want to
get free but cannot get free because
things have taken hold of you. Why?
You gave in to the wrong influence.
He makes you think, "Oh, come on
and be a free thinker; be yourself."
What he does not show you is that
you are being deceived. A deceptive
work has begun, and soon your conscience will awaken you again, but it
may be too late. You will already
have scars.
If you allow your conscience to
become unaffected, the seriousness
of your life soon departs from you.
Have you ever been around a person
who was once a Christian and has
now given his life to sin? It is hard
to talk seriously with him because
all he wants to do is joke and laugh.
He does not want to get serious and
talk about the end of life. He realizes
the enemy deceived him and caused
him to seek the wrong influence.
Sin will keep tightening its grip
on you until someday sin will have
words to say to you on a serious
day. Do I believe sin will talk to us?
Yes, on a serious day, it will. What
will it say? Sin will come to you and
tell you that your case is hopeless. It
will come to you and say that you
are condemned forever, that you are
without hope. It will say that you
have gone too far and have gotten
too involved. Sin is trying to deceive
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you so that you will end up in a lost
eternity. That is the reason the devil
wants to hold you until it is too late.
Then he will tell you that you are
too far gone.
In studying for this message, my
mind went to a young person with
whom I worked. He was raised by a
good family, and he had a good
moral upbringing. His dad came to
me one day and said: "My son has
some serious problems, and I don't
know of anyone else who can help
him. Will you talk to him?"
I said, "Yes, I'll talk to him." I
remember walking into this boy's
apartment, and there sat a fine young
man, but he was bound by sin. He
proceeded to tell me: "Preacher, at a
young age I let the enemy convince
me that it would be all right to take
just one drink. Then, I let him convince me that it would be all right to
indulge in a little of this and a little
of that. Now, three years later, I am
sitting here a bound person. It takes
between seventeen to eighteen hundred dollars a day to get what I need.
When I can't get it, I am like a
raging bull."
Where did it all start? The
enemy convinced him that it would
just be a little thing. The devil wants
to do the same thing to the saint of
God. The enemy is ever working to
get you to back off just a little. The
Word of God teaches that once a
person starts backing off, there is no
stopping unless the mercy of God
intercepts.
The Subtleness of Sin
Sin is so deceiving, and it is
working to hold you under the "tyrant" until you become eternally
ruined. The enemy of your soul
wants to hold you in a position
where you are not all right, but he
will say you are not all wrong either.
He wants to hold you in that condition until eternity slips up on you.
Dear one, do not think that you
cannot be deceived. You may say, "I
have been saved for a lot of years,
so I can't be deceived." If you think
you cannot be deceived, you probaGospelTrumpeter.com • February 2016

bly already are, because anyone can
be deceived without the protection
of God. Each of us has to guard
against deception. The devil is a
cunning enemy, and you have no wit
of your own to match his subtle
deceitfulness.
Only as you put your trust in
God can you make it. You must call
on the wisdom of God. If you do
not, you will be just like an ox being
led to the slaughter. You will perish
in your own follies. Dear one, are
you a Christian? How are you
dealing with the deception that the
enemy is working?
The devil wants to deceive you
on some small point. He just wants
to get in, and after he gets in, he will
do what he wants. That is the reason
you need to ask yourself, "Has the
deceitfulness of sin started to work
on me?" There is a quick way to
check. How are your desires for the
things of God? You should not have
to be prodded to read the Bible. You
ought to have a strong desire to get
into the Word of God. It ought not
to be an irksome task to get into the
prayer closet. Why? That is where
your help and your strength come
from. That is where you draw your
stability to be all that God wants you
to be.
If you allow the subtleness of sin
to start doing a deceptive work, it
chisels away at those things that
bring you help. It ties you up with
things that will take you further
from what you need. What Paul
wrote in our Scripture text is as up
to date today as it was when he
wrote it. People are becoming deceived today. How is the enemy
doing it? Little by little, he is hardening what should be soft. What
might seem to be a very small matter
in your life will only get larger. The
larger you let it become, the harder
the task is going to be to get rid of it.
You need to nip it while it is small
through humbling yourself before
God and saying, "God, I am sorry,
and I am going to take this
opportunity to ask for Your help."
(Compact Disc TR-1463)

Exodus 5:1 And afterward
Moses and Aaron went in, and told
Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God
of Israel, Let my people go, that they
may hold a feast unto me in the
wilderness.

2 And Pharaoh said, Who is the
LORD, that I should obey his voice to
let Israel go? I know not the LORD,
neither will I let Israel go.
3 And they said, The God of the
Hebrews hath met with us: let us go,

we pray thee, three days' journey
into the desert, and sacrifice unto
the LORD our God; lest he fall upon
us with pestilence, or with the
sword.

Brother Garrett Haylock
Pharaoh's First Proposal
As we look at this portion of
God's Word, we see two things:
first, God has a people; second, His
people could not worship Him in
Egypt. I am grateful that God is still
in the saving business. If you are
outside the fold of God, He is able
to speak peace to your soul. If you
have begun to serve God, I trust that
you will put your faith and confidence in Him. You need to realize
that He is able to take you through.
He can save you and keep you.
For the Hebrew people to truly
serve God, Moses requested to travel
three-day's journey out of Egypt.
They had to put distance between
Egypt and themselves. If you are
really going to serve God, you need
to put distance between you and the
world. Are you trying to serve God
in Egypt (or sin)? It might surprise
you to know how many people are
striving to serve God in Egypt.

Pharaoh offered four proposals
to Moses for the Hebrew people. In
Exodus, Chapter 8, we see the first
proposal. Exodus 8:25 tells us, "And
Pharaoh called for Moses and for
Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to
your God in the land." This was
after the fourth plague. Pharaoh was
apparently having second thoughts
about not letting the people go. Proposal number one was this: go and
sacrifice to your God in the land.
This was the same as telling them to
remain in Egypt and serve God.
Egypt is a type of sin, and Pharaoh
is a type of the devil. The devil does
not mind anyone playing church, but
he does not want anyone to get
really serious about serving God.
Pharaoh's first proposal was to
serve God in the land of Egypt, with
no repentance. In Acts 2:37-38 Peter
started to speak, and the Spirit of
God gripped the hearts of the
people: "Men and brethren, what
shall we do? Then Peter said unto
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them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost." One has to repent to really
get saved. You cannot stay in sin
and serve God. So proposal number
one was not an acceptable idea.
Jesus told Nicodemus in John
3:7, "Marvel not that I said unto
thee, Ye must be born again." You
cannot stay in sin and be born again.
When you are born again, you must
come out of sin. Thank God, the
Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:17,
"Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are
become new." To comply with Pharaoh's first proposal, there would be
no confessing or forsaking sin. First
John 1:9 reads, "If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness."
Proverbs 28:13 says, "He that
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covereth his sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy." Proposal
number one had to be declined because they could not serve God in
Egypt.
Pharaoh's Second Proposal
In Exodus 8:28 we see the
second proposal: "And Pharaoh
said, I will let you go, that ye may
sacrifice to the LORD your God in
the wilderness; only ye shall not go
very far away: entreat for me."
Many times this is how false religion
operates. The children of God could
not comply with this proposal. The
devil does not mind if someone professes to be saved as long as he stays
close to the world. Pharaoh did not
mind that the children of Israel traveled a little way, as long as they
stayed close to Egypt, or sin. That is
just how the devil wants us.
Many people profess to be
saved, yet they still have full control
of their own lives. They are not led
by the Spirit. They tell God how far
they are going and what they will
subscribe to. If one thinks this kind
of lifestyle would be acceptable to
God, he is deceived. God sent Jesus
to be the Savior of the world. He
does not save people in their sins but
from their sins. If you are going to
serve God, you must come out of
Egypt.
Jesus said to people of His day
in Luke 9:23, "If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and follow
me." You cannot tell God how you
are going to serve Him; He will tell
you what He expects of you. If you
are really going to serve God and
meet His approval, you have a cross
to take up. You will have to endure
some hardships in following God,
but there is grace for every cross
that you must carry and for every
temptation that you have to resist.
Jesus is powerful, and He is our
Savior. He cleanses us and keeps us
while we are living in this wicked
world. I am so grateful that we can
know Jesus as our Lord and Savior.
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We have to follow Him to serve
Him. In Luke 9:26 Jesus said, "For
whosoever shall be ashamed of me
and of my words, of him shall the
Son of man be ashamed, when he
shall come in his own glory, and in
his Father's, and of the holy angels."
Many times problems arise as
we serve God. One of the main reasons that many people do not go
very far away from the world is that
they are ashamed of Christ. In essence, Jesus said, "If you are
ashamed of Me, I will be ashamed
of you before My Father and the
holy angels." We should not be
ashamed to decline worldly functions because of church functions.
Some people do not want to tell
their supervisor at work that they
would rather go to church than to
attend a job function. Some people
are ashamed to stand and say: "I
cannot do this, because I am a child
of God. I have been delivered from
the things of the world, and I am
going to the church service."
Psalm 122:1 reads, "I was glad
when they said unto me, Let us go
into the house of the LORD." Sometimes we have to decline functions
in order to serve God. Hebrews
10:25 says, "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more,
as ye see the day approaching."
Someone may say, "I cannot come
to the church service because I have
a special invitation to something
else." You should let people know
that if it clashes with a church service, you cannot attend.
Some people begin to serve
God, but they do not go very far
away from the world. They still
carry on their worldly practices.
They hope to go to Heaven, but
many times they choose to live just
like the world because that is the
easier way. Dear friend, if this is
the way you are living, you have not
yet come out of Egypt. This is how
the devil wants people to live, but
God has a better plan. We have to
turn away from many worldly
things.
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"Love Not the World"
First John 2:15-16 reads: "Love
not the world, neither the things that
are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not
in him. For all that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not
of the Father, but is of the world."
We need to be careful that we do
not become entangled with the
things in the world if we claim to be
out of Egypt. Pharaoh's second proposal was not an acceptable one to
the children of God. Moses and the
children of Israel could not serve
God in Egypt. They had to leave
Egypt by a considerable distance to
serve Him. Many times some people
listen to the devil's proposals.
Romans 12:2 tells us that we are not
to conform to this world. You
should never strive to look like the
world, act like the world, or talk like
the world.
Young person, the world wants
to pull you down, but if you are
going to serve God, you have to put
distance between you and the world.
You cannot serve God in Egypt (or
sin); you must come out. Through
the ministry and through the reading
and studying of God's Word, you
must allow the Word to transform
you into a new creature that is
acceptable in the sight of God. So
Moses could not accept Pharaoh's
second proposal.
I read somewhere that whether
you think you can or cannot, you are
right. We sing a song that says, "You
are strong enough if you count it
so." The Apostle Paul said in
Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth
me." I am grateful that we can come
out of Egypt and put distance between us and the world. We can find
that place of acceptance with our
Lord and Savior. We can serve only
one master.
Romans 6:16-18 reads: "Know
ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; [Whomever you obey is your master,

whether you claim to be for Christ
or not. If you are obeying the devil,
he is your master.] whether of sin
unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness? But God be thanked,
that ye were the servants of sin, but
ye have obeyed from the heart that
form of doctrine which was delivered you. [Obeying the doctrine of
the Church of God will transform
one into a child of God. I thank God
for Jesus Christ.] Being then made
free from sin, ye became the
servants of righteousness."
You cannot hold on to sin and
live in sin, yet be free from sin at the
same time. Young person, if you are
saved, you need to stay saved. It is
the best thing to do with your life.
The devil might offer an easier way,
but do not take it. You have to decide who is going to be your master:
God and the Christian life or the
devil and the way of unrighteousness. You cannot have both. Jesus
said you cannot serve God and
mammon.
Pharaoh's Third Proposal
Next, we are going to read about
the third proposal. Exodus 10:8-11
states: "And Moses and Aaron were
brought again unto Pharaoh: and he
said unto them, Go, serve the LORD
your God: but who are they that
shall go? And Moses said, We will
go with our young and with our old,
with our sons and with our
daughters, with our flocks and with
our herds will we go; for we must
hold a feast unto the LORD. And he
said unto them, Let the LORD be so
with you, as I will let you go,
and your little ones: look to it; for
evil is before you. Not so: go now ye
that are men, and serve the LORD;
for that ye did desire. And they
were driven out from Pharaoh's
presence."
In proposal number three,
Pharaoh wanted only the men to
serve the Lord. This proposal was
another compromise. The devil does
not mind your going part of the way.
Moses had already told Pharaoh they
all must go. Moses would not leave

even one part of them in Egypt. He
let Pharaoh know that everyone and
everything had to go, and it is still
the same way. Satan does not mind
your leaving Egypt as long as you
leave something behind important
enough to keep you going back.
You cannot keep listening to the
devil and serve God. You have to
resist him and put all your efforts
into obeying your Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. I thought of the song
that says if God does not deliver you
from it, He will deliver you through
it. God is a God who can keep you
true and faithful to Him if you will
come out of Egypt and give Him
your full service and attention. He
does not want you to leave anything
in Egypt that you will be yearning to
go back to. If you long for things in
Egypt, the devil is going to fight his
hardest. That is where your test will
be. If you really mean to serve God,
you need to come out of Egypt.
Moses would not accept the
proposal of leaving some behind. He
was not going out with all the men
and leaving their families behind.
Moses could not accept that, and
neither should we. When one gets
saved, the things of our past life are
to be just that—the things of our
past. We should never think that it
would be acceptable to go back to
any of the sins of the past and still
be right with God.
Peter said in 1 Peter 4:1-3:
"Forasmuch then as Christ hath
suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves likewise with the same
mind: for he that hath suffered in the
flesh hath ceased from sin; That he
no longer should live the rest of
his time in the flesh to the lusts of
men, but to the will of God. For the
time past of our life may suffice us
to have wrought the will of the
Gentiles, when we walked in
lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine,
revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries." Looking back, did
you get anything good out of sin?
Friend, when Christ saves you,
He brings you out of the world and
makes you a new creature. Therefore, the past is past. The past of
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your life should convince you that if
you had a drinking problem, it was
not good for you. I am grateful that
I have been set free, not to do as I
please, but to serve God freely.
Pharaoh's Fourth Proposal
Last, Pharaoh presented the
fourth proposal. Exodus 10:24-26
reads: "And Pharaoh called unto
Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the
LORD; only let your flocks and your
herds be stayed: let your little ones
also go with you. And Moses said,
Thou must give us also sacrifices
and burnt offerings, that we may
sacrifice unto the LORD our God.
Our cattle also shall go with us;
there shall not an hoof be left behind; for thereof must we take to
serve the LORD our God; and we
know not with what we must serve
the LORD, until we come thither."
We can only serve God one way,
and that is wholeheartedly. The only
way to come out of Egypt, or sin, is
to come out all the way. Once a
preacher asked a congregation,
"What is the meaning of all?" A
little boy put his hand up, and the
pastor said, "Son, tell them the
meaning of all."
He said, "Pastor, all means all,
and that is all."
The word all does not mean
almost or most; all means all. The
devil knows this, so he is always
trying to get us to compromise. He
still wants us to come back every
now and again for something, so he
dangles things before us. The devil
might dangle many things before
your eyes, but Jesus outshines them
all. You need to get it settled that
you are going to serve God for the
rest of your life.
God is still in the saving
business. Pharaoh told Moses to go
and serve the Lord with the men, the
wives, and the children, but leave
behind the flocks and the herds.
That is almost out. Today many
people are satisfied to be almost out
of sin. Pharaoh just kept backing
off and backing off, but it was
not until God sent the tenth and final
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plague that he drove the people out.
He told them to carry everything
they had and to take some of their
possessions too. That is what
happened in the end. The devil does
not mind if you attempt to serve God
half-heartedly, but God requires
wholehearted service.
Luke 10:25-28 reads: "And,
behold, a certain lawyer stood up,
and tempted him, saying, Master,
what shall I do to inherit eternal
life? He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?
And he answering said, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy strength, and with all thy
mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.
And he said unto him, Thou hast
answered right: this do, and thou
shalt live."
Jesus said the way to serve God
is with all your heart, soul, mind,
and strength. You cannot leave even
the smallest part in Egypt and serve
God. He requires your whole heart
and all your attention. You need to
put your all in the service of God,
not just a part of you. I thank God
for Jesus. The devil knows that God
requires wholehearted service, and
He will settle for nothing less.
The devil is constantly slipping
in his proposals. He says: "You can
still do this. It is not so bad. You
could still go there; nothing is really
wrong with that." He wants to get
you to compromise, but you have to
come all the way out of Egypt.
James wrote in James 4:8,
"Draw nigh to God, and he will
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your
hands, ye sinners; and purify your
hearts, ye double minded." You see,
man has distanced himself from
God. Isaiah 53:6 says, "All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all." You need to
return to God because He will have
mercy, and He will abundantly
pardon you. You have put distance
between God and you. God is right
where He has always been. You are
the one who drifted off and went
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astray. James said to draw nigh to
God.
Be Not Double Minded
Maybe you thought you were
serving God, while sometimes living
for the devil, giving God a little
more of your time. You are either in
the fold of God or you are not. Jesus
said if you are not gathering to Him,
you are scattering from Him. You
cannot be for Christ and against Him
at the same time. Which are you
going to be? In Matthew 5:16 Jesus
said, "Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven." When others
see what the power of God has done
in your life, it will give them a ray of
hope. If He can do it for you, He can
do it for others.
Something that really turns
people away is someone talking to
them about church, and then they
stop at a place for "happy hour" and
see the same person who invited
them to service. You would never
find a real Christian sitting on a bar
stool.
No matter what the devil throws
at you, Hebrews 13:5-6 says: "For
he hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee. So that we may
boldly say, The Lord is my helper,
and I will not fear what man shall do
unto me." You need to draw nigh to
God, and He will draw nigh to you.
You have to cleanse your hands to
really get saved. You must get clean
hands and a pure heart so that God
can get pleasure out of your life.
Those who have clean hands and a
pure heart are going to dwell with
Him.
If you are double minded and
think you can serve God and the
devil, friend, you cannot. You must
have a cleansing work done in your
heart. If you have been sharing your
time between God and the devil, you
need to humble yourself before God
and talk it over with Him. He will
help you to get rid of that double
mindedness. James 1:8 says, "A
double minded man is unstable in all
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his ways." You cannot serve God
and mammon. You must make up
your mind whom you are really
going to serve. If God is God, then
serve Him. That was what the
Prophet Elijah told the people back
in his day. You cannot serve both
God and the devil.
God sent ten plagues upon
Pharaoh and Egypt, but before or
after each one, He spoke these
words: "Let my people go." God
wanted His people to be set free.
"Let my people go" was the constant
cry before a plague or after a plague.
The ninth plague was darkness.
When that darkness came for three
days, they could not even see their
hands before them. In fact, there had
never been darkness like that before.
The Bible says it was darkness that
they could feel. How does darkness
feel? I do not know, because I have
never seen it that dark.
The Bible says in Luke 11:35,
"Take heed therefore that the light
which is in thee be not darkness."
Just before that last and final plague
was sent upon them, Pharaoh rejected God's command to let His
people go. Maybe God has been
striving to get you out of Egypt. The
darkness that part of the world has
fallen into makes Truth look like
foolishness to them.
Pharaoh, no doubt in hell, has
wished he had listened to the slow
and the tender entreating of God in
those other plagues. Nevertheless,
he would not listen, and when God
sent that last plague, He took the
firstborn of every home in Egypt. He
sent darkness first, a physical darkness. Dear one, God may be giving
you one more chance to see the
light, receive the Truth, and really be
saved. You cannot serve God and
live in sin. Remember, Pharaoh's
four proposals were declined. If you
are not saved, you need to seek the
mercy and favor of God, lest wrath
and damnation are poured out upon
you.
(Compact Disc TR-1265)

[Set No Other—contin. from page 13]

it was good news that a minister who
was defrocked was reinstated.
Remember, God is not mocked.
Old Israel got into serious
trouble when the people continued as
though nothing would happen while
Jeremiah kept warning them that a
nation was going to rise up and
destroy them. The old false prophets
said, "Peace, peace," and that is what
false preachers are telling people
today. Most claim to be under the
blood of Jesus Christ. First
Corinthians 10:13 reads, "There hath
no temptation taken you but such as
is common to man." It is reassuring
to get into the Scriptures and find out
that Jeremiah was facing the same
problems that we are facing today.
Not many people really want the
Word of God.
Jeremiah was called "the
weeping prophet." Where are you?
Are you weeping as you see this
nation going under and see people's
lives being destroyed by drugs and
sin? Are you moved by it? Are you
weeping for those whom you love?
My worst nightmare would be to get
to Heaven and then wonder if I had
done enough. When you look at your
family members who are lost, have
you done enough? Have you
influenced them through your life to
win them to Christ? Jeremiah tells us
that the people were doing their own
thing. He said the land was full of
adulterers, and worship of every kind
was going on.
Jeremiah 19:4 says, "Because
they have forsaken me, and have
estranged this place, and have
burned incense in it unto other gods,
whom neither they nor their fathers
have known, nor the kings of Judah,
and have filled this place with the
blood of innocents." The Word says
their fathers did not know what they
were worshiping.
Some people are following
Joseph Smith. Do you know who
you are following? Some people
have a hard time saying there is only
one true church. I do not because
it is true. God has given us the
freedom to worship Him. There is
coming a day when He is going

to sift us and find out who we are
and what we really stand for. False
religion is on the rise, but I am
convinced it is because of the let
down in Christianity.
How about you? Are you
devout? Are you convincing your
neighbors and coworkers about this
wonderful way of salvation? If you
say you are a Christian, people just
assume that you serve God. The
latter part of Acts 11:26 reads, "And
the disciples were called Christians
first in Antioch." I thought about
what God's people really are. We are
not just Christians, but we are saved.
We each have a born-again
experience, and we have been
changed from darkness into light.
The Scripture calls it marvelous
light. There are many miracles in the
Church of God. I thank God for
Truth.
"A Pattern of Good Works"
In Brazil they have an industry
called "faith healers," but these
people are not following the pattern
that God has set forth in the Word of
God. A man traveled all the way
from Croatia to Brazil because he
was paralyzed and wanted to have
someone there pray for him. It did
not do him a bit of good. We know
there is divine healing, but those faith
healers are taking it out of context. I
read that some people are tithing 30
to 40 percent of their income to those
false healers.
Spending more time in prayer
would be good. Also, we could visit
the sick more. I cannot think of
anything better than to be active in
the work of God. In the Church of
God we are brothers and sisters.
When Ananias went to pray for Saul
(Paul), he said, "Brother Saul." In the
Word of God you read that the saints
called one another "brother." Why?
As the saints of God, we are a
family, and we love one another.
When a brother or a sister passes
away, we all feel sorrow and hold the
family up in prayer. Every saint of
God is precious, and we support one
another as a family. What a blessing
it is to be a child of God! False
GospelTrumpeter.com • February 2016

religion may have an image, but they
do not have the pattern. They carry
their Bibles and go to church. Some
might come to you and talk about
how much they love Jesus.
Some people say they love God
so much, but they will not come to a
camp meeting when you know they
are not going to church anywhere
else. Why would they not want to
come and hear the Gospel if they
love God so much?
Dear one, it is only through
God's illumination that we are what
we are by the grace of God. I thank
God for Truth. We read in Exodus
25:9, "According to all that I shew
thee, after the pattern of the
tabernacle, and the pattern of all the
instruments thereof, even so shall ye
make it." God did not show them an
image, but He showed them a
pattern. He showed them exactly
how to build it.
Serving God is much more than
having a church building and acting
like Christians, but serving God must
be in the heart, and then it manifests
itself on the outside. The pattern is
holiness, holiness unto the Lord.
That is what separates the Church of
God from all other religions. God's
people are a separate people. When
you follow the Truth, the devil is
going to fight you, but just stay
steady. God will bring you through.
First Timothy 1:16 reads,
"Howbeit for this cause I obtained
mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ
might shew forth all longsuffering,
for a pattern to them which should
hereafter believe on him to life
everlasting." Titus 2:7 states, "In all
things shewing thyself a pattern of
good works: in doctrine shewing
uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity."
There is a weight that comes
with the Word, and it is powerful.
You need to let the Gospel work a
good work in your life. I have seen
many people get saved and live for
God, and they are blessed. They
might have to go through some
difficult times, and they may not
have much money, but God will turn
that around in due time if they stay
faithful.
God will test you. Looking back
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in my individual experience, God has
tested me to see what I would do. He
is going to test every one of us. If
you are squeezed financially, just
hold in there and do what is right.
God will bring you through, but He
might test you for a while.
Keep the Door to Christ Open
Just as in Jeremiah's day, the
false prophets have an image, but
they have no message of deliverance
and no power to keep you out of sin.
Revelation 13:15 says, "And he had
power to give life unto the image of
the beast, that the image of the beast
should both speak, and cause that as
many as would not worship the
image of the beast should be killed."
I have heard some people say they
get on their knees every night and
ask the Father to forgive them for the
sins they committed that day. That is
false religion. What a pitiful religion
to tell people they have to get down
on their knees and repent every
night! The Gospel is powerful. God
does not mean for you to get down
on your knees daily and say, "Sorry,

Father, I have sinned against You
again."
How far are you going to get if
you keep going in reverse? The
Gospel is about going forward with
Jesus Christ. He will change you and
give you new desires. He will give
you something on the inside that you
have never had before.
God said you shall set no other
gods before Him, but many people
do. Jeremiah 14:16 reads, "And the
people to whom they prophesy shall
be cast out in the streets of
Jerusalem because of the famine and
the sword; and they shall have none
to bury them, them, their wives, nor
their sons, nor their daughters: for I
will pour out their wickedness upon
them." The old false prophet here
was guilty, but the people consented
to it. We all will have to give a
personal account of what we are
consenting to. You need to be careful
of what you consent to.
If someone comes around and
makes derogatory comments about
your pastor, you should let them
know where you stand. Just tell
them, "I do not agree with you; that

is not the way I see it." That person
will not come back around. What if
you were the pastor and people were
tearing you apart verbally? How
would that make you feel? We all are
human. What if you heard that
people were tearing down you and
your family? How would that make
you feel? You see, some people are
removed from it, so they do not think
about those things.
It behooves every one of us to
keep the door to Christ open. Are
you allowing things to get in between
God and you? Only you can answer
that. Do you have clear access to
Him or have you let things clutter the
way? Are you keeping your soul
clear so that God can come in and
talk to you, help you, and strengthen
you? Are you keeping yourself clear
of false religion and bad company?
God wants to protect you from those
things. The true Gospel is amazing.
There are many other gospels out
there, but there is only one true
Gospel. If you are clear with God,
He will never disappoint you.
(Compact Disc TR-1373)

Patience
Patience is the guardian of faith, the preserver of peace, the cherisher of love, the
teacher of humility. Patience strengthens the spirit, sweetens the temper, stifles
anger, extinguishes envy, subdues pride. She bridles the tongue, restrains the hand,
tramples upon temptations, endures persecutions, consummates martyrdom.
Always have a good stock of patience laid by, and be sure you put it where you can
easily find it. Cherish patience; always keep it about you. Patience is not easily
provoked. Be patient in suffering. Be patient with the small child. Be patient with the
aged.
"But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting
nothing" (James 1:4). "In your patience possess ye your souls" (Luke 21:19). "For ye
have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the
promise" (Hebrews 10:36). "But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest
and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience"
(Luke 8:15).
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"But one thing is needful: and
Mary hath chosen that good part,
which shall not be taken away from
her" (Luke 10:42). Martha and Mary
were sisters. Their home was always
open to Christ. Their hospitality, their
message to Him in time of trouble,
their spiritual conversation with Jesus
at the grave of their brother, and the
statement of Christ Himself that He
loved them, show what the two
sisters were.
While this is granted, immediately
on closer examination, we see a
great difference. The road forks, so to
speak, and the likeness suddenly
changes into two dissimilar religious
lives.
Martha illustrates one life. We
notice with pleasure that her house is
open to the Lord and that she is busy
for Him. However, the Scriptures
bring out curious facts that find a
strange response and recognition by
regenerated people. She "was cumbered about with much serving." Oh,
that much serving and that heavy
feeling that arises often as a consequence in the Christian life! The wrinkles and careworn expression on
many Christian faces spell the sentence, "cumbered about with much
serving."
Martha's eye was on her sister.
One hard thing for a regenerated
person to do is to keep his or her
eyes off others. Martha's grief was in
serving alone. This is a great trial to
the soul that has not passed into the
experience and life of the dedicated.
It is hard to stand and serve alone.
There is a grace that qualifies one to
serve God in loneliness and at the
same time be happy. Martha did not
possess it.
Again, Martha was careful and
troubled about many things. Does the
reader know such Christian people—full of anxiety about different
things, troubled about the past, the
present, and the future? You see the
apprehension in the uneasy glance
and hear it in the querulous and

fretting tone—troubled about many
things.
Mary illustrates the life of a
contented Christian. The things said
about her bring out the holy experience in a vivid and most agreeable
way. She "heard his word." Not all
individuals do that. Some people will
not listen to or receive His Word. The
emphasis should be put on the
phrase "his word." Christ had peculiar
words. His Word was to declare His
own special work. What was His
work? John the Baptist said to "baptize . . . with the Holy Ghost, and with
fire." The angel said to "save his people from their sins." All agree that He
had a peculiar work, and that work
was the holiness of His people. So He
spoke of that work very naturally and
freely.
Mary sat at Jesus' feet. What a
picture of absorbed attention and
deep satisfaction! This does not represent the nominal Christian's life.
Many people say they love Christ, but
few sit at His feet. Yes, "Mary sat still
in the house." It is another picture of
spiritual quietness and restfulness.
There is a beautiful grace that enables the possessor to sit still. It is not
related to indolence, and there is
nothing in the world like it. It is the
marvelous calm and repose of a holy
heart.
Besides this, Mary could withstand misjudgment and abuse. Martha said, "Lord, dost thou not care that
my sister has left me to serve alone?"
The sharp tone of Martha penetrated
her ear, but utterly fails to disturb the
serenity of her spirit. Mary answered
not a word. Here is the glory of holiness. It can be found fault with, sharply and unkindly accused, and yet keep
undisturbed. This is the spirit of the
Savior come in and producing again
what was once seen in Himself when,
although oppressed, afflicted, and
reviled, He opened not His mouth.
"Mary hath chosen that good
part." The single word "chosen" answers the objective made by some
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that the difference between the sisters
was a purely natural one, a mere
question of temperament. How can
this be, when Christ said Mary had
"chosen" what she had. No person
can choose his own temperament.
Moreover, God never made a temperament that would work against the
possessor coming into the full enjoyment of religious privilege. This would
make God unjust and give an unanswerable argument to the sinner and
the lukewarm Christian at the last day.
Thank God, we can choose this
higher, holier life, in which the soul
sits always at the feet of the Savior! If
you desire and prefer it above all
things, it can and will be yours.
Mary had the independent
blessing. There is such a grace, and
when it is in the heart, it is marvelous
how little the mutations of time and
the losses of earth affect us. Christ
described it in the words, "one thing is
needful." If there be but one thing
needful, then all other things are not
needful. They can come or go, smile
or frown, be for us or against us, and
all the time the soul, in the enjoyment
of the perpetual love and presence of
Christ, is amazingly above the force
and influence of them all.
Mary had the undeparting
blessing. Thank God, there is such an
experience, a grace that never leaves
us! The Savior speaks of it in the
words, ". . . which shall not be taken
away from her."
Many of us have had sweet
blessings that came like angels, and
were as swiftly gone. A blessing of an
hour or a day is a precious memory. A
blessing that remained in the soul a
week or a month was regarded and
spoken of as a wonder. Christ has a
blessing for us that shall never be
taken from us. We die with it in the
soul, enter Heaven with it, and go
through eternity with it. No one can
take it away from us without our consent, neither the world nor a formal
church, nor time, old age, Satan, poverty, trouble, delirium, nor death. It
abides in us evermore.
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