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It is time again to publish the financial statement of The Gospel
Trumpeter. For many years we have inserted this report to keep our
readers informed of the expenditures involved to maintain this
missionary effort. It also allows you to be aware of how your faithful
support is being utilized. You will find a breakdown of the costs incurred
at the bottom of this page. These figures show what is paid out, along
with the amount of contributions we have received toward these
expenses. We want to take this opportunity to express our thanks for
your loyal support. We appreciate your prayers and giving to this work.
This periodical is continuing to find souls that we would be unable to
find any other way. Although we see some results of our labors, we trust
God is doing an even greater work than we can see. If each of us will be
faithful to the task that God has given us, then we will reap the joyful
benefits. Great rewards are awaiting those who assist in winning souls
to Christ.
Often letters come in from readers that tell of the encouragement and
help they have received by reading the various messages. This reassures
us that the good news of the Gospel is still reaching out and doing a
powerful work in touching precious hearts. Through these letters we
learn that the Holy Spirit is speaking to needy hearts through these
printed pages. He is yet calling souls to salvation and pointing them to
the good old paths and the righteous way. The perpetual sounding forth
of the Truth is continuing to lead honest hearts out of division,
confusion, and sectarian bondage. These inspiring letters have often
brought fresh, new courage and renewed enthusiasm to the hearts of the
workers. Not a person can take any credit for the success it brings. All
the glory and honor belongs to the Lord. Our victories do not rest in our
human ability but in God’s grace and power. Without His guiding hand
we could never accomplish the task that lies before us. At The Gospel
Trumpeter we are workers together with you and Jesus Christ.
This coming year we would like to ask you to join us in helping to
spread the good news of the Gospel. Will you allow God to lay the work
of The Gospel Trumpeter on your heart in a greater way? Will you pray
more earnestly this year that the paper will touch more hearts? Every
effort exerted for Him must be saturated with prayer. Also, will you
consider giving a little more of your finance to the furtherance of this
religious outreach?

. 3
. 7
12
14
15
20
27

E x p e nses

Donations/Offerings
$17,878.41
Wages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,174.88
Payroll Taxes/Insurance/Workers' Comp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,835.05
Supplies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 34,198.97
Equipment Purchased.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,502.98
Postage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68,150.25
Maintenance & Repairs.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,794.86
Miscellaneous Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,799.02
Subtotals

$17,878.41

Balance paid out of the general fund of the
Church of God congregation at Newark, OH
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$194,456.01

$176,577.60

Ephesians 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called,
2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

The Cardinal Teachings
of the Church
The Unity
of the Church

Brother Roger L. Decker
Having Unity With God
As we look at the cardinal
teachings of the church, it is well to
note that no other church or organization of men can say they are built
on these teachings and prove it by
the Word of God. These truths are
revealed explicitly to the Church of
the Living God. It is the Word of
God that we stand upon, and the
Word of God is the final authority

when it comes to spiritual matters.
Other churches and organizations say they preach and practice
these teachings, but to do so would
build the Church of God and not a
religious sect. When I speak of the
Church of God, I am not talking
about a sect, a Protestant church, a
Catholic church, or any other church
but the church that is in the Bible. I
am not talking about a split off or a
reject, but I am talking about the
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body of Christ.
These cardinal teachings are
necessary, and as a parent, you need
to raise your children in these Bible
truths. The cardinal teachings are the
foremost teachings of the Church of
God. These truths are precious, and
they belong to the only church mentioned in the Bible, the Church of
God.
In this message I want to talk to
you about Bible unity to stir up your
3

mind. I want you to look at Bible
unity in the light of the Word of
God. Bible unity flows through its
members and is a product of the
Holy Spirit. You cannot have true
Bible unity without God's Holy
Spirit. Each individual must have
unity with God before he has unity
within the body of Christ.
Let us first consider the Day of
Pentecost. Three thousand souls
were saved on that day. Ephesians
2:1 says we all were dead in trespasses and sins, but the power that
brought Jesus out of the tomb and
raised Him from the dead has also
quickened you and me. Ephesians
2:6 says we are raised up together
with Him.
Acts, Chapter 2, is the first
record kept of what happened to the
three thousand souls who were
saved on the Day of Pentecost.
When they were saved, they did not
go their own way. They did not get
saved and then go back to the old
life of sin.
The Bible gives us a record of
what happened to those three thousand souls after they were saved.
Now, this is also what happens to a
soul who is saved today. A soul who
is truly saved does not walk back to
the old life. Something happens to a
soul when he is saved, and you can
read about that in God's Word.
Being in One Accord
Acts 2:41-47 states: "Then they
that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three
thousand souls. And they continued
stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers. And fear came
upon every soul: and many wonders
and signs were done by the apostles.
"And all that believed were together, and had all things common;
And sold their possessions and
goods, and parted them to all men,
as every man had need. And they,
continuing daily with one accord in
the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, did eat their meat
4

with gladness and singleness of
heart, Praising God, and having
favour with all the people. And the
Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved."
Here is the record of the first
three thousand souls saved on the
Day of Pentecost. What did they do?
They gathered themselves together.
When an individual is supposedly
saved at an altar of prayer but you
do not see that person again, you
question whether or not he really got
saved. I know that when I got saved,
I had the desire to be in the house of
God every time the doors opened.
When an individual supposedly gets
saved and then you only see that
person once in a while, there is
something wrong with that
individual's experience.
Those souls who got saved on
the Day of Pentecost continued
steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine,
or teachings. They gathered in the
temple, and they were in one accord,
which is a perfect picture of the
Church of God. I want you to read
the words of Amos, a minor
prophet. He asked in Amos 3:3,
"Can two walk together, except they
be agreed?" That Scripture does not
mean what you may think it means.
Both have to agree with God, not
with one another.
Two people cannot walk
together unless they agree with God.
Again, the question was, "Can two
walk together, except they be
agreed?" God was asking old Israel
a question, and the question is good
for you and me today. We cannot
walk with God unless we agree with
Him. He was not talking about
agreeing with one another. Two
people can walk with God as long as
they both agree with God.
God is not going to change His
mind or change His Word to suit
you or me. Psalm 119:89 says, "For
ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in
heaven." Some people rise up
against this and rise up against that.
I know of one sister who said she
wished she could tear 1 Corinthians,
Chapter 11, which deals with the
hair standard, out of the Bible. Well,
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she could tear that chapter out of the
Bible, but she cannot take the Holy
Spirit out of the Bible. God does not
change His Word to satisfy anyone.
You must either agree with God or
conform to this world.
Two people who walk together
have to agree with God. Let me illustrate it this way. When I first got
saved, I did not have the same degree of understanding that those in
the congregation had who had been
saved for many years, but we
walked together. They did not necessarily always agree with me, but
we both agreed with God. As long
as both walk in the light, they can
have fellowship with each other.
What is the problem today? Why
do we see division? The reason is
that someone is not walking in the
light. If you walk in the light and
you are in agreement with God, you
can have perfect fellowship with
someone else who agrees with God.
As long as you both walk in the
light, there is perfect fellowship.
However, if you reject light, then
you turn down fellowship because
of not walking in the light.
Sin Destroys Unity
In the days of Jesus, there was a
banding together of every faction.
There were the Sadducees and the
Pharisees. They did not have real
fellowship, because one group could
not stand the other. There were also
the scribes and the elders. Although
they did not get along well, they laid
aside their differences long enough
to oppose, or come against, Jesus
Christ. There is a banding together
today in the ranks of religion called
the World Council of Churches, but
it is not composed of true Bible
unity. Some members do not believe
in being born again. Unity begins at
the Cross of Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Paul asked these
questions in 1 Corinthians 1:13: "Is
Christ divided? was Paul crucified
for you? or were ye baptized in the
name of Paul?" Sectism, by their
division, says that Christ is divided,
but to have unity, all must be born

again and must live free from sin.
Paul, writing to the Corinthians,
addressed them as brethren. Those
who have unity must be brothers and
sisters in Christ.
Psalm 133:1 says, "Behold, how
good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity!"
It is wonderful for brethren to dwell
together in unity. All must unite for
the same purpose, and each one
must be a member of God's family,
the Church of God. There can be no
substitute for salvation when it
comes to unity. Having a good personality will not replace it, good
works will not replace it, and selfrighteousness will not replace it.
Unity must start with God, and
all who have unity must live holy
lives. You must walk in all the light
that God has revealed to your soul.
Sin destroys unity. Sin in the heart
of Cain caused him to turn against
his own fleshly brother and kill him.
Covetousness got hold of Judas, and
he became a traitor to Jesus Christ.
Sin is a destroyer. It will destroy
what the Psalmist said is good and
pleasant. Darkness destroys unity. It
will cause one to work against those
who are trying to help the work of
God to prosper.
When unity prevails in a
congregation, all the members have
the same purpose in mind, and that
one purpose is to build up the Kingdom of God and to see the kingdom
flourish. It is in my heart to see
every congregation of the Church of
God prosper and overflow wherever
the Truth is going forth. The main
purpose is not just to increase in
number but to get people delivered
from sin and brought into the
oneness of God's people.
"Perfectly Joined Together
in the Same Mind"
Nehemiah 4:6 says, "So built we
the wall; and all the wall was joined
together unto the half thereof: for
the people had a mind to work."
Those people did not want to see the
work of God suffer or be hindered
on their account. They put the work

of God ahead of their own feelings,
desires, thoughts, and plans.
Revelation 12:11 reads, "And
they overcame him by the blood of
the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony; and they loved not their
lives unto the death." Second Corinthians 13:11 says, "Finally, brethren,
farewell. Be perfect, be of good
comfort, be of one mind, live in
peace; and the God of love and
peace shall be with you."
First Corinthians 1:10 states,
"Now I beseech you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye all speak the same thing, and
that there be no divisions among
you; but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the
same judgment." Division had not
broken out at Corinth yet. The
congregation was still going on, but
some things were working within; it
works within before it works
without.
I used to wonder what Paul
meant when he said, ". . . that ye all
speak the same thing. . . ." Well,
when I read further, over to Chapter
3, I understood exactly what the
problem was at Corinth. Paul stated
in 1 Corinthians 3:4-7: "For while
one saith, I am of Paul; and another,
I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal
[the carnality he was talking about
was not sinful, but rather walking as
men walk]? Who then is Paul, and
who is Apollos, but ministers by
whom ye believed, even as the Lord
gave to every man? I have planted,
Apollos watered; but God gave the
increase. So then neither is he that
planteth any thing, neither he that
watereth; but God that giveth the
increase."
What was going on at Corinth?
They were divided over preachers.
What does that tell you? In essence,
they were saying that Christ was
divided. Some said they wanted to
follow Apollos, a Greek teacher.
Apollos had a great mind, and he
was a great teacher. Some preferred
Cephas, and others liked Paul. The
preachers were not divided, but the
people were. Paul instructed them
not to do that. He said they were just
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ministers. One minister plants the
Word of God and another minister
comes along and waters it, but it is
God Who gives the increase.
Paul admonished that they all
speak the same thing. What should
they have spoken? Christ is not divided. All who have unity are working in their local congregation and
helping to pull the load. They are
thankful to have a little part to labor
in the Kingdom of God, and that
really pleases God when the saints
put forth the effort to do that. The
saints are also thankful to sit under
the Truth and rejoice in the Truth.
God will bless and reward you for
what you do.
Endeavoring to Keep the Unity
As the church, we care for one
another. When prayer requests are
brought forth, we pray for them.
When one suffers, we all suffer.
When one rejoices, we all rejoice.
Romans 12:15 says, "Rejoice with
them that do rejoice, and weep with
them that weep."
At Corinth, where was the
problem with having unity? Ephesians 4:3 says, "Endeavouring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace." There is a lot of
endeavoring to do to get along well.
Why? There is something about
each of us, such as personality traits
and our humanity. All of us are not
made from the same mold, so to
speak. Therefore, we need to endeavor to get along to maintain unity. This is where God's Holy Spirit
can help us to do just that.
My wife and I have different
personalities. I am more of an extrovert, or outgoing. She is an introvert,
which is the opposite of being outgoing. How do we get along? The
same way the members of the family
of God get along. God's Holy Spirit
helps us. You may disagree with
your spouse or your spouse may
disagree with you, but you should
not walk out and leave. You should
endeavor to get along. Sometimes
God may show you that you are the
problem, and then you will need to
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back up. Whatever God shows you,
you need to endeavor to keep unity
in the home.
Just as a husband and wife have
differences, there is diversity in the
Church of God, such as different
talents, different gifts, different abilities, and different mannerisms.
Each preacher has a different way of
preaching the Word of God, yet
there is room for each of us. All of
us are needful to build up the Kingdom of God. People should not become divided over preachers. When
that happens, the Kingdom of God is
hindered. Though there is diversity,
there is one Holy Spirit Who works
through every saved individual. If
you allow Him to direct and guide
you, you will get along well. God
can help every one of us to get along
with one another as long as we allow the Holy Spirit to work through
our lives.
Paul used the natural body in
1 Corinthians, Chapter 12, to show
that you have different members in
your physical body, and every member is necessary. Some members in
your body are on the inside, and
they are never seen, but they are
very necessary to live. Likewise,
each member of the body of Christ
is necessary for the body of Christ to
function properly. For example,
regarding your physical body, you
would not tell the little toe that you
no longer need it. It is just as necessary as the big toe. All the members
of your body work together.
When you come to a corner or a
curve when driving a car, both
hands turn the wheel together. One
hand would not pull to the left and
the other to the right. They are controlled by the brain. If you hit one of
your fingers with a hammer, the
other hand will immediately go to it
to console it, or to comfort it. The
brain goes to work to think about
how it can take away the pain. That
is the way the physical body
functions.
God's spiritual body functions in
the same manner. When one
member of the body suffers, it affects the whole body. When one
6

member rejoices, it blesses others in
the congregation. Lots of religious
people complain about the lack of
unity but fail to practice it themselves. The reason is, there is an old,
independent spirit in them. Unity is
not something that is impossible,
because every person can meet the
requirements of unity.
Three Things Necessary
for Bible Unity
The main reason for the lack of
unity is found in God's Word in
1 Timothy 4:1, which reads, "Now
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in
the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils."
The word seduce means "to lead
astray; to persuade someone to do
wrong." When someone does not
have the Spirit of God, he may teach
false doctrine. If the Word of God is
taught in its purity, it will produce
nothing but the Church of God.
There are at least three things
that I want to mention that are necessary to have Bible unity, and they
are found in God's Word. John
17:11-12 reads: "And now I am no
more in the world, but these are in
the world, and I come to thee. Holy
Father, keep through thine own
name those whom thou hast given
me, that they may be one, as we are.
While I was with them in the world,
I kept them in thy name: those that
thou gavest me I have kept, and
none of them is lost, but the son of
perdition; that the scripture might be
fulfilled."
The first thing necessary to have
unity is, we must be kept in the
Father's name, and the Father's name
is God. That is a family name, not a
given name. Everyone in the family
takes the same name: the Church of
God, or the people of God. The
Church of God is the only church
mentioned in the Bible. You may
read about churches of Christ (plural), but Church of God is singular,
and that is the church that Jesus is
building. We must be kept through
God's name.
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Some people seem to be
ashamed of God's name. They use
other names, such as Baptist, Pentecostal, Church of Christ, Presbyterian, Methodist, and many other
names; however, these names are
not found in the Word of God. I
repeat, only one name is found in
the Bible, and that is the Church of
God. You need to teach your children these teachings. Your top priority in teaching them should not be
focused so much on how to run electronic devices, but rather in teaching
them about the cardinal teachings of
the church and how they must be
kept in God's name.
John 17:14 says, "I have given
them thy word; and the world hath
hated them, because they are not of
the world, even as I am not of the
world." The second thing necessary
to have Bible unity is, people must
be taught the pure Word of God. It
must be preached in order to
produce that which God will bless.
Last, but not least, it is necessary
to have the glory of God. John 17:22
tells us, "And the glory which thou
gavest me I have given them; that
they may be one, even as we are
one." Glory is produced by the presence of the Spirit of God. The glory
of God can only be produced by the
Holy Spirit. You cannot work up
that glory. When God filled the
house at Solomon's temple, He filled
it with glory, and the glory was His
presence. You must have the name,
you must have the pure Word of
God, and you must have the presence, or the glory, of the Spirit of
God.
As time begins to wind down
and the consummation draws nearer,
we see the enemy of souls working
overtime to divide and destroy. A
great work can be done in the kingdom when we are workers together
with Christ, not trying to work independently. The unity of God's people is a unity that every one of us is
able to have in our individual lives if
we will follow the teachings of
God's Word.
(Compact Disc TR-1456)

Daniel 3:8 Wherefore at that
time certain Chaldeans came near,
and accused the Jews.
9 They spake and said to the
king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live
for ever.
10 Thou, O king, hast made a
decree, that every man that shall
hear the sound of the cornet, flute,
harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall
fall down and worship the golden
image:
11 And whoso falleth not down
and worshippeth, that he should be
cast into the midst of a burning fiery
furnace.
12 There are certain Jews whom
thou hast set over the affairs of the
province of Babylon, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego; these men,
O king, have not regarded thee: they
serve not thy gods, nor worship the
golden image which thou hast set
up.
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his
rage and fury commanded to bring
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
Then they brought these men before
the king.
14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and
said unto them, Is it true, O
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have
set up?
15 Now if ye be ready that at
what time ye hear the sound of the
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery,
and dulcimer, and all kinds of
musick, ye fall down and worship
the image which I have made; well:
but if ye worship not, ye shall be
cast the same hour into the midst of
a burning fiery furnace; and who is

that God that shall deliver you out
of my hands?
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, answered and said to the
king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not
careful to answer thee in this matter.
17 If it be so, our God whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
18 But if not, be it known unto
thee, O king, that we will not serve
thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up.
19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar
full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego: therefore
he spake, and commanded that they
should heat the furnace one seven
times more than it was wont to be
heated.
20 And he commanded the most
mighty men that were in his army to
bind Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, and to cast them into the
burning fiery furnace.
21 Then these men were bound
in their coats, their hosen, and their
hats, and their other garments, and
were cast into the midst of the
burning fiery furnace.
22 Therefore because the king's
commandment was urgent, and the
furnace exceeding hot, the flame of
the fire slew those men that took up
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
23 And these three men,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
fell down bound into the midst of the
burning fiery furnace.
24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the
king was astonished, and rose up in
haste, and spake, and said unto his
counsellors, Did not we cast three
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men bound into the midst of the fire?
They answered and said unto the
king, True, O king.
25 He answered and said, Lo, I
see four men loose, walking in the
midst of the fire, and they have no
hurt; and the form of the fourth is
like the Son of God.
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came
near to the mouth of the burning
fiery furnace, and spake, and said,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
ye servants of the most high God,
come forth, and come hither. Then
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
came forth of the midst of the fire.
27 And the princes, governors,
and captains, and the king's counsellors, being gathered together,
saw these men, upon whose bodies
the fire had no power, nor was an
hair of their head singed, neither
were their coats changed, nor the
smell of fire had passed on them.
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake,
and said, Blessed be the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him,
and have changed the king's word,
and yielded their bodies, that they
might not serve nor worship any
god, except their own God.
29 Therefore I make a decree,
That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss
against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, shall be
cut in pieces, and their houses shall
be made a dunghill: because there is
no other God that can deliver after
this sort.
30 Then the king promoted
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
in the province of Babylon.
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Brother Irwin Sesher
Be Aware of the Enemy's Tactics
We are thankful for what God
has done and is doing. One song
says, "My God has never lost a battle yet," and that is true. We are in a
battle. Life itself is a battle. We face
battles every day, and we do not
know how we are going to handle
them. God, in His wisdom, will be
right there for us in all areas of our
lives. A battle is going on in our
nation. It is truth versus falsehood,
light versus darkness, right versus
wrong, and Church of God versus
Babylon.
Saint of God, you need to know
what is going on around you and be
aware of the enemy's tactics. You
need to know the pitfalls that lie
before you and the numerous tricks
the enemy wants to play on you. We
are facing an enemy that is more
bold today than ever before. The
enemy that we face is very arrogant.
He does not care how he works or
who he works through. He is there
to try to take us down. The enemy
uses things that look good on the
outside but are rotten to the core on
the inside. That is what makes the
Christian race so different from any
other race.
You must be alert and on your
guard at all times for your soul's
welfare. Saint of God, the devil is
after your soul. In the heat of the
8

battle, how do you react? Your reaction is very important. It can be a
pleasant reaction or an unpleasant
one. You need to be careful. The
devil would love to knock you out
of this Christian race. He would love
for you to give in to that which is
wrong.
When you have reached a
certain pinnacle in your life, when
you are close to winning it all, he
would love for you to lose out.
Maybe you have a good record
among people regarding how you
live, yet you could go all the way to
the end of life's race, ready to receive the crown, and then at the very
end lose out. All that joy and happiness would come crashing down
because you did not serve God all
the way to the end.
You need to be on your guard
because the devil is real. He is always working and scheming to
knock you out of this Christian race.
No matter how long you have been
saved, and no matter how much of
the Bible you know, the devil wants
to knock you out, especially when
you take a firm stand and refuse to
bow down to anything the world
might want you to bow down to.
King Nebuchadnezzar saw that
the Hebrew boys wanted to live for
God. Their influence throughout the
trial persuaded him to believe. You
may think no one in this whole
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world wants to hear about God, but
you cannot go on what you think.
Honest souls do want to hear about
Him. What you possess, how you
talk, and how you present yourself
should cause others to want what
you have. They may know other
religious people who act completely
different from you. You need to let
your light shine.
In our Scripture text, these boys
were tested not only by physical heat
but also in their dedication to God.
When you live a life free from sin,
your faith is going to be tested. I
read one source that said the human
body can withstand a maximum
external temperature of approximately 300 degrees Fahrenheit. Beyond that, the body cannot sufficiently cool itself. Some sources say
a person can survive an internal
body temperature of approximately
108 degrees Fahrenheit. If the body
temperature exceeds that, death will
occur. That is the reason, especially
with children, we are careful to
watch that their temperature does
not get too high.
When King Nebuchadnezzar
had the three Hebrew boys thrown
into that burning, fiery furnace, it
was very hot; in fact, it was so hot
that it consumed the men who threw
them in. That literal furnace is a type
of the spiritual furnace that we face.
As a child of God, you may feel that

the heat is being turned up. You may
even wonder how you are going to
handle some situations with which
you are faced. People know you
claim to be a child of God, so when
trials come against you and you feel
the heat being turned up, you need
to be a true witness.
Enjoying the Best That
the Lord Has for You
When an automobile manufacturer designs and develops a new
vehicle, there might be a big difference in what the car looks like versus what it can actually do. When a
prototype is finished, technicians
take it out to a track and put it
through rigorous testing. They do
not drive it around the course one
time and say, "Okay, it's ready to be
marketed." They must make sure the
vehicle is safe to drive on the highway. If it is unsafe, people are vulnerable to being harmed. So they
test this vehicle to make sure it will
stand up to the rigors of highway
driving. Designers take their time in
making sure the new model is just
right, because they do not want to
put just anything on the highway.
Consider our salvation. We want
the best of what the Lord has for us.
Jesus Christ died for your sins and
my sins. This was a true gift of salvation from the Lord. He wants us to
enjoy our salvation. A child of God
wants genuine salvation; he does not
want an imitation. I want the real
thing, do you? There are imitators
out there trying to vie for our affections. Some may look and sound
good. They might have a good way
of conducting themselves, which is
the reason you must be careful.
False prophets and deceivers
want to draw you away. I do not
want a false way. I do not want
someone to draw me in the wrong
direction. I thank God there is no
confusion in the true Church of
God. I am thankful for men of God
who preach the Truth. We only go
through this life one time, and I
want to make sure that I am hearing
the Truth. We do not get a second

chance.
Many people today take living
right and obeying the Truth so lightheartedly. They think: "Well, it's a
church service, and I feel good
about going. Also, I can be around
my friends there." Are you saved
from sin? The Word of God says
that sin can never enter Heaven. I
want to make sure that I am living
right so that I can make it to Heaven.
I do not want to take a chance on
missing Heaven.
You may say, "Well, maybe I
will still make it in, even though I've
sinned." You need to make sure that
all sin is gone in your life. Psalm
119:104 says, "Through thy precepts
I get understanding: therefore I hate
every false way." The Psalmist said
to "hate every false way," not just
some or a few false ways. God hates
every false way. Since God hates
every false way, we should also hate
every false way.
We are here to serve God, and
we need to give God our full effort.
We need to go to the house of God
ready to worship, not just go
through the motions. We are not like
any other church; we are the true
Church of God. We have the ultimate Truth. God knows if you are
slacking off, not putting your all into
the services. He is God. He is
almighty and all powerful.
Adhering to God's Standard
How do you react to the battles
that you face day in and day out? Do
you show the right attitude toward
your boss if he asks you to stay over
to finish a project? That might be
your opportunity to win your boss.
If you have the wrong attitude, you
may think: "Who does he think he
is? I have plans for tonight." You
need to be careful of how you answer. God may be giving you an
opportunity to witness to your boss.
Sometimes it is difficult to witness
to someone when other people are
around, so the Lord might work it
out so that it is just you and your
boss. How is your light going to
shine then?
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Young person, how do you react
in school when you experience peer
pressure? The pressure is on students today more than it has ever
been. When you are asked questions
about your clothes, your hair, why
you do not do certain things, or why
you do not go to certain places, how
do you respond? Your answer
should not be, "I have to dress this
way because my church tells me that
I have to dress this way." You ought
to be able to use the Word of God to
tell them why you dress as you do.
This is pleasing to God.
Most people out in the world do
not know anything about God. Many
people do not go to church and do
not know the Truth. Church of God
young person, you are blessed to
know the Truth. Some school-aged
children do not know what it is like
to sit in a church service. They do
not know anything about singing
songs or listening to the preaching
of the Word.
Christian young person, you
should dress the way you dress
because you want to please God.
You should not wear the outfits that
Hollywood is portraying. You
should wear what is pleasing to the
Lord. First Timothy 2:9-10 says: "In
like manner also, that women adorn
themselves in modest apparel, with
shamefacedness and sobriety; not
with broided hair, or gold, or pearls,
or costly array; But (which becometh women professing godliness)
with good works."
A true child of God dresses the
way God wants him or her to dress.
You do that because you love God,
and you want to please Him. The
church does not make you do anything. You should do what is right
because you want to please God.
You should obey the Word of God
from the heart because you have had
a heart change. If you love God, you
should not dress in any way that
might hurt God.
When people get lean in their
souls, then living for God becomes
hard. I have heard the message on
the standard of dress over the years,
and that standard has not changed.
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The Church of God still preaches
modesty. If you think you are going
to change the Bible standard of the
Church of God, you cannot do it.
The true Church of God adheres to
the Bible standard regarding how a
man and a woman should dress.
True children of God have no problem with it. In some places you cannot tell where the world ends and
the church begins; that is sad. What
kind of message are they sending to
the world?
If you say that you have given
up all to follow Jesus, yet you still
hold on to some immodest dress
styles, you are singing a song that is
not ringing true down in your heart.
Some people may say, "We're living
in a new age today." When I started
working at Sears more than thirty
years ago, a dress standard was mandatory. Male employees had to wear
trousers, a shirt, a tie, and a dress
coat. I did not rise up against their
dress standard. Had I done so, I
would have lost my job. I dressed
the way they wanted me to dress.
That was the rule. The company
wanted employees to look presentable. The pilots who fly airplanes
look presentable and professional.
You would not want a person with a
tank top and shorts to fly the plane
that you boarded. You would want
someone who looks professional
and who is dressed as a pilot. Likewise, God expects His people to
dress modestly and presentable to
Him.
When a true man of God preaches what God tells him to preach,
some people may think that is just
his own idea. However, a true man
of God is the mouthpiece for God.
You had better not say anything
against God's messenger.
Do You Lack Power With God?
Did you know that the tongue is
one of the deadliest of all blunt instruments? The tongue can get you
into deep trouble. That is the reason
you need to be careful of what you
say, how you say it, and the motive
behind your words. James 3:8 says,
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"But the tongue can no man tame; it
is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison." Friend, when you were living
in sin, your tongue might have uttered some foul words. Perhaps you
got nasty with your words. If you
claim to be a child of God and have
a problem with your tongue, uttering
words that you should not say, you
need to seek help from God. He can
clean up your words and your unruly
heart. God is all powerful. He can
do that.
You cannot live the Christian
life in your own strength. You need
God to help you. The power of God
can be an influence in your life.
Today many people lack power with
God. God is not the apex of their
lives, and then they wonder why
they struggle. Someone may say:
"That's just my personality. I only
say things that I should not say when
I get angry." My advice is to seek
God's help, and He will take away
that anger. Hurtful words and cutting remarks do not help anyone.
They are destructive not only to the
person who said them but also to the
person who received them. You
need to be careful of what you say
and how you say it.
How do you react when the
pastor schedules a revival? Do you
say that you have too much to do
and do not have time for a revival?
You should welcome revival. Our
nation needs to be revived. The
world needs to see that we love to be
with Jesus. Dear one, you must not
get weary in well doing. When you
get to Heaven, there will be rejoicing, singing, and praising God
throughout the ceaseless age of eternity. This life is just a stepping stone
for eternity.
Consider the opportunities
presented to us to win others to Jesus Christ. Those who are in hell
wish they had one more opportunity.
They regret not taking advantage of
one more verse of song during an
altar call or attending one more service, but their fates are sealed forever. If you were able to open up
hell, you would not even have to
sing a song of invitation during an
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altar call or plead for anyone to go
to an altar of prayer. They would
want to get saved. Hell is full of
people who have put off getting
saved. You may say, "I'll get saved
when I'm ready." No, you will not
get saved when you are ready. You
need to get saved when God is
ready. You will never hear anyone
in hell say, "I like it here, and I want
to stay," but it is too late in hell to
do anything about your soul's
welfare.
Choosing God's Way
I have chosen to go God's way.
I do not want to have regrets in eternity. The one thing that is going to
be on everyone's mind in hell is the
memory of what could have been.
You will think of the haunting memories in hell, knowing that if you had
only moved to an altar of prayer
during an invitation, you would not
be there. Friend, you should never
spurn the Lord's invitation. You
need to take it very seriously. It
could be your last opportunity to get
help for your soul. I am a firm believer that everyone should limit
going in and out during an invitation
at a worship service. The devil
would love for you to get your eyes
cast on this one or that one, and then
lose the essence of why you are
there in the first place. People are
making eternal decisions.
I am glad that I have chosen
God's way. I love God's way! Someone may complain, "I can't stand
loud singing and preaching." This is
going to be the quietest world in
which you will ever live. In hell you
will hear wailing and gnashing of
teeth. In Heaven you will hear the
most glorious and perhaps the
loudest singing you have ever heard.
Dear one, how do you react in
the heat of the battle? Do you show
a bad attitude toward a brother or a
sister in Christ, your employer, your
classmate, your husband, your wife,
or your pastor? If you are wrong in
your actions and fail to do what you
ought to do, you need to make
things right. A true child of God

should have a reverse gear and
should be willing to make things
right. If someone has wronged you,
you should be willing to be the one
to go and make peace. You should
not let things ride. That could be the
one thing that would keep you out of
Heaven. You need to have a forgiving spirit.
If I have wronged anyone, I
want that person to forgive me. I
want to be forgiving of others as
well. I do not want to hold on to
anything that would keep me from
making it to Heaven. I appreciate my
brothers and sisters in Christ. I
appreciate those who are dedicated
to the service of God.
I want to be in the worship
services. I cannot understand why
some people make other plans when
they know where they should be.
The house of God is where the
children of God need to be when
services are being held.
Pride causes many people
problems. Are you going to let pride
bar you from Heaven's door? Proverbs 11:2 says, "When pride cometh,
then cometh shame: but with the
lowly is wisdom." We read in Proverbs 16:18-19: "Pride goeth before
destruction, and an haughty spirit
before a fall. Better it is to be of an
humble spirit with the lowly, than to
divide the spoil with the proud."
Feed Upon the Word of God
How do you react in the heat of
the battle? Not everyone reacts the
same way. How do you react when

you have pressure put on you?
Someone once said there are more
Bibles in print today than ever before, but a Bible on a shelf is worthless. Today many have spiritual
anorexia: they are starving to death
from spiritual malnutrition. As a
child of God, you must feed upon
the Word of God, and the Word of
God must be first in your life.
John 8:31-32 states: "Then said
Jesus to those Jews which believed
on him, If ye continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed; And
ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free." I am thankful
the Truth made me free, and the
Truth will keep me free. I cannot do
this in my own strength, but I cannot
let God do it all. If I want this freedom, I have to do some things. I
have to work at my salvation, be
persistent, and be consistent.
Can others see Jesus in your
life? Do you have something more
to offer them than what this world
has to offer? If they do not see
Christ in you, dear one, you have a
serious problem in your life. Can
they hear a difference in the way
you talk? The world is constantly
seeking for things to satisfy. The
child of God knows what it takes to
satisfy the soul. The preaching of the
Word keeps you where you need to
be.
By your actions, are you showing the world what it takes to have
full and complete satisfaction? Are
you the salt that causes others to
become thirsty for Christ? Have you
prayed and asked the Lord to guide

you to someone who needs help in
his or her soul? Someone may say,
"I don't know what I could do for
the Lord." You may not know what
to do, but the Lord knows what you
can do, and He will lead you, guide
you, and instruct you.
Remember, when the pressure is
on, you get exactly the same thing
coming out that went in. For example, an orange will give you orange
juice when you squeeze it, and a
tomato will give you tomato juice.
Limburger cheese will emit the odor
of Limburger cheese. A rose will
emit the scent of a rose. Do you
want to please God? I want to please
the Lord. The reason you are here on
this earth is to please God. You need
to be patient, persistent, and refuse
to give up when the heat is turned
up. You should never give up on
Jesus. God has done so much for
you, and He has brought you too far
to turn back now.
James 1:3-4 reads: "Knowing
this, that the trying of your faith
worketh patience. But let patience
have her perfect work, that ye may
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing." Again, how do you react in the
heat of the battle? We all are in a
battle. The devil wants us badly, but
I refuse to give in to the devil. I want
to serve Jesus. I feel that we have
less time on this earth than many
realize. The world needs to hear the
Truth of the Gospel. Are others seeing the Truth manifested in your
life?
(Compact Disc TR-1320E)

"I recognize the sublime truth announced in the Holy
Scriptures and proven by all history that those nations
only are blessed whose God is the Lord."
Abraham Lincoln
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Brother Richard Talbot
The Key to Victory
Forgiveness began at Calvary
and will remain in effect as long as
mercy exists, but mercy is going to
cease someday when Jesus takes His
place beside the Father. In that last
moment of time, when the end is
declared, the door of mercy will be
closed forever. There will be no
mercy then, but only the judgment
of God.
God waits for all sinners to heed
His call to come and be saved now.
What does man owe God? What
does God want man to do? God
wants man to come to Him, to surrender his life to Him, and to accept
salvation and turn his love around to
God again. We read in Deuteronomy
10:12, "And now, Israel, what doth
12

the LORD thy God require of thee,
but to fear the LORD thy God, to
walk in all his ways, and to love
him, and to serve the LORD thy God
with all thy heart and with all thy
soul."
I do not believe there is a
question in anyone's mind about
whether God loves him or her. God
loves you. The sinner will admit that
God loves him. God's love has been
demonstrated and poured out upon
the whole world, but the questions I
want you to consider are these: Is
your love going back to God? How
much do you love the Lord?
After the September 11, 2001,
attacks took place, all across this
nation people were saying, "God
Bless America." God has already
blessed America, but America needs
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to turn around in her tracks and
bless God! As a nation, it is time to
turn our focus, our attention, and our
desires away from the world, away
from selfish interests, and away
from everything else in existence
that we can see, touch, feel, and
think about. We need to turn our
love and blessing back to the Father.
As Christian men and women, we
must be motivated by a power of
love that the world does not have
any knowledge of.
First Corinthians 13:13 says,
"And now abideth faith, hope,
charity, these three; but the greatest
of these is charity." Greater than
faith, and greater than hope is our
love, because faith works by love.
Hope gets its strength because we
love God. We hope in Him because

we love Him. Galatians 5:6 reads,
"For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh
by love." That is the key to our
victory with the Lord.
First John 4:16 states, "And we
have known and believed the love
that God hath to us. God is love; and
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him." Many people
like the idea of God loving them.
They like the idea of saying, "I love
the Lord." Lots of people say they
love God. I have heard sectarian
people in false religion say they love
the Lord, but they live the same way
the world does. They live the same
as the sinner, yet they say, "I love
God." Sinners say they love God.
Drunkards say they love God. It is
easy to say, "I love the Lord."
Criteria Necessary to
Survive the Trials
Most people like to say they
love God, but this is going to be a
test to them: If you love God, you
will keep His commandments. If you
love God, you will obey His Word.
If you love God, you will live your
life for His glory. If you love God,
there will be a motivation within you
to be very careful of how you walk,
how you talk, and how you behave.
Everything about you will be centered around the object of love to
which your heart has been given.
I like to receive love, do you? I
like to be in love, I like to have love,
I like to receive love, and I like to
give love. I have found that love is
much nicer than fussing and fighting; that is a miserable time. Oh, the
makeup time is good, when you get
back together and get healed up.
Love is God's answer to mankind.
God wants you to realize that if you
are going to please Him, you must
have a heart of love within you that
drives and motivates you. It is a
guide to you.
What keeps me in the hour of
temptation is my love for God. I do
not want to disappoint the Lord. One
songwriter penned, "I love Him too

much to fail Him now." Jesus said to
His disciples in John 14:15, "If ye
love me, keep my commandments."
He was setting the thought of love as
the criteria necessary to enable those
disciples to survive in the trying
times of life. That is the reason in
Luke 14:26 He said, "If any man
come to me, and hate not his father,
and mother, and wife, and children,
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and
his own life also, he cannot be my
disciple." Do you know to whom He
spoke those words? He preached
that to a great multitude of people.
In other words, Jesus was
saying, "If you are going to follow
Me, you must love Me more than
you love all these other people in
your life, even more than your own
self." That would thin out the crowd
quite a bit. He was setting forth the
thought of love as a benchmark for
service to God. A benchmark is
usually made by a surveyor or a
contractor getting ready to erect a
building. They place a permanent
mark on something, maybe a wall.
Years ago, surveyors sometimes
used a tree standing on the corner of
a property line. From that benchmark, they would take all the other
measurements.
When speaking of a benchmark,
I want you to understand that the
love you have in your heart must
meet a certain criterion in our service for God. It cannot be a shallow
feeling or something you feel when
someone needs your help, but it is a
power or a force that drives your
entire existence as a Christian man
or woman. It reveals how much you
love God. If you love Him, some
things will be required.
What Is the Focal Point
of Your Life?
All the way from Moses to
Joshua, as God was getting ready to
send all of Israel back to their
homes, He told them, "But take diligent heed to do the commandment
and the law, which Moses the servant of the LORD charged you, to
love the LORD your God, and to
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walk in all his ways, and to keep his
commandments, and to cleave unto
him, and to serve him with all your
heart and with all your soul" (Joshua
22:5). No other single force can
match the power and the endurance
of true love within the heart of a
man for his God.
You may ask, "How can I really
know if I love the Lord as I should?"
What you truly love will be the force
of your love. Some people only love
themselves. They do not really love
anyone else. A husband may not
truly love his wife. Sometimes a
wife may not love her husband.
Some mothers do not love their children. Often we have read in the
news of mothers who have killed
their children and disposed of them
in some way. Such people love
themselves more than anything or
anyone else. Some love their jobs
more than anything else. Others love
sports, education, luxuries, or the
outdoor pleasures of hunting and
fishing more than anything else.
These things are all they focus on or
talk about.
You are going to talk about and
think about what you love the most.
What you really love is going to be
the focal point of your life. It is going to be what you desire, or what
you hunger after. This is the reason
the Holy Spirit has dealt so much in
the inspiration in the Word of God;
He emphasizes love so much.
When the church at Ephesus left
its first love, it lost its power. Jesus
said to them in Revelation 2:5, "Remember therefore from whence thou
art fallen, and repent, and do the
first works; or else. . . ." The people
there had left their first love. Love
cannot work if it operates under
continual pressure. Sometimes love
becomes endangered because some
have lost the desire for what they are
supposed to be loving. Love becomes difficult when other things
pull on the heart. You cannot love
many things in the same way as you
love one thing. You must love God
first. If you really love the Lord first,
everything else will come together
[continued on page 25]
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Life
We point to two ways of life. If
the young man and the young lady,
whose feet are lingering in soft
green pastures, green meadows, and
flowery paths, will consider the two
ways soberly and earnestly before
moving onward and will choose the
one that truth and reason say leads
to honor, success, and spiritual
happiness, they will wisely choose
the Christian life.
Every youth should form at the
outset of his career the solemn purpose to make the most and the best
of the gifts that God has given him.
He should pray and turn to the best
possible outward advantage within
his reach.
Life is grand. God made it
glorious for the Christian. Words
cannot tell how much living a godly
life means. You should take life just
as it is—an earnest, vital, essential
affair. You need to take it just as
though you were personally born
for the task of performing that
which the Lord would have you do.
Take it as though it is a grand
opportunity to help and to cheer the
suffering, the weary, and the
brokenhearted.
We counsel the young man or
the young lady, as the case may be,
never to despair. You should never
be cast down by misfortunes. If a
spider breaks its web, it mends it
over and over again. Do not fall
behind the very insect on your
walls. If the sun is going down,
look up to the stars. If the earth is
dark, keep your eyes on Heaven.
With the presence and the promise
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of God, you can bear up under
anything. You should press on and
never falter or fear. Do not rely on
others, but let there be in your own
bosom a calm, deep, decided, and
all-pervading principle. Look to God
to aid you in the task before you and
firmly plant your foot on the right.
Let others live as they please—
tainted by low tastes, debased passions, and moral putrefaction. You
must be the salt of the earth,
incorrupt in your deeds, in your inmost thoughts and feelings. In your
manners you should be blameless.
Your views of duty should not be
narrow, false, or destructive, but a
savor of life to all around you. Let
your speech be always with grace,
seasoned with the salt of truth,
honor, and benevolence.
Have you ever thought about the
influence of a life? You know that
God has made you, fashioned all
your members, and breathed into you
the breath of life. You need to stop
and think about what His purpose
was in doing so. Surely He did not
intend to form you and place you in
this world for no higher end than that
you might live to yourself, seeking
your own gratification. No, He
formed you for His glory and gave
you a work to do for Him. Here you
must exercise the influence of a life.
There are only two sides—God's and
Satan's. Your life must exercise an
influence on some around you, either
for good or evil. It must do so even if
that influence is unconscious.
Oh, rest not until you can truly
say from your heart that you belong
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to God and that your desire is that
God's great gift to you of life may be
used for His glory, that the love of
Jesus in your heart may constrain
you to seek to lead others to Him
also, and that the Holy Spirit may
bless to those around you the influence of your life. All may not know
how much God has used them for
His glory, but be assured that no
Christian life is spent in vain. What
we know not now, Christ has told us
we shall know hereafter. Your duty
is to reflect your Savior's light, leaving in His hands the effect that light
shall produce on others.
The writer is hoping that you
will pause and think how solemn a
thing it is to live for Christ and hoping to lead you to consider that the
great gift of life has been given to
you by God, not to be frittered away
in the vain follies of the world, but to
be spent in the serving of our blessed
Savior, whose yoke you will find to
be easy and whose burden is light.
One has well said:
Thou must be true to thyself
If thou the truth wouldst teach;
Thy soul must overflow if thou
Another's soul would reach;
It needs the overflow of heart
To give the lips full speech.
Think truly, and thy thoughts
Shall the world's famine feed;
Speak truly and each word of thine
Shall be a truthful seed;
Live truly, and thy life shall be
A great and noble creed.

Selected

Nehemiah 6:1 Now it came to
pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah,
and Geshem the Arabian, and the
rest of our enemies, heard that I had
builded the wall, and that there was
no breach left therein; (though at
that time I had not set up the doors
upon the gates;)
2 That Sanballat and Geshem
sent unto me, saying, Come, let us
meet together in some one of the
villages in the plain of Ono. But they
thought to do me mischief.
3 And I sent messengers unto
them, saying, I am doing a great
work, so that I cannot come down:
why should the work cease, whilst I

leave it, and come down to you?
4 Yet they sent unto me four
times after this sort; and I answered
them after the same manner.
5 Then sent Sanballat his
servant unto me in like manner the
fifth time with an open letter in his
hand;
6 Wherein was written, It is
reported among the heathen, and
Gashmu saith it, that thou and the
Jews think to rebel: for which cause
thou buildest the wall, that thou
mayest be their king, according to
these words.
7 And thou hast also appointed
prophets to preach of thee at Jeru-

salem, saying, There is a king in
Judah: and now shall it be reported
to the king according to these
words. Come now therefore, and let
us take counsel together.
8 Then I sent unto him, saying,
There are no such things done as
thou sayest, but thou feignest them
out of thine own heart.
9 For they all made us afraid,
saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be not
done. Now therefore, O God,
strengthen my hands.

Brother James Presley
The Security and Safety
of the Church
In our Scripture text we find that
Nehemiah was rebuilding the walls
of Jerusalem, and in those days the
walls of a city were used for protection, strength, and safety. Jerusalem

symbolizes the church of the Living
God, according to Hebrews 12:22.
We have a great work ahead of us,
church. People need to be saved.
Just as Nehemiah was building up
the walls of Jerusalem, we need to
be busy building up the church with
souls.
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As you look around our world,
what do you see? Do you see souls
who are lost? As you walk or drive
down the street, do you see lost
souls who need help from God, not
knowing which direction to turn?
There are many people in false religion who do not know the Truth.
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They need to see the church in all
her glory. They need to hear the
message, "Come out of her, my people." God has a church, and we
ought to be busy about our Father's
business.
Some people do not believe
there is a God. Psalm 14:1a says,
"The fool hath said in his heart,
There is no God." They cannot deny
the change that takes place in a
person's life when one gets saved.
Alcoholics, drug addicts, and
people with family problems and
marriage problems need to know
that God can help them through
these things. There are sick people
who need to be healed. We need to
visit them and reach out to them.
They need encouragement in their
sickness. The saints of God are supposed to encourage others and build
up the church. Children need true
examples of Christians. They should
be able to see what a true Christian
is by looking at the saints. The majority of the American people say
they are Christians, but they do not
live holy lives. The world needs to
see people who live what the Bible
teaches.
There are people who have
never heard the story of Jesus. As
the Church of God, we need to take
the message out to them. We have a
great work ahead of us. There are
souls out there who need help, and
we need to build up the church.
What put the desire to rebuild
Jerusalem in Nehemiah's heart?
Nehemiah 1:1-3 reads: "The words
of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah.
And it came to pass in the month
Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I
was in Shushan the palace, That
Hanani, one of my brethren, came,
he and certain men of Judah; and I
asked them concerning the Jews that
had escaped, which were left of the
captivity, and concerning Jerusalem.
And they said unto me, The remnant
that are left of the captivity there in
the province are in great affliction
and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem
also is broken down, and the gates
thereof are burned with fire."
Nehemiah received a bad report.
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The city had been destroyed. The
walls had been torn down, and the
gates had been burned. There was
no safety there. As the Church of
God, we have a message for the lost
world. The message for them is,
there is security and strength in the
church. All they need to do is turn
their lives over to God. If you are
not saved, you need to turn your life
over to God, where there is security
and safety. Some people think they
are so tough that they can whip the
world, but they cannot whip the
devil.
Reaching Out to Lost Souls
Nehemiah heard the story of
Jerusalem and how bad it was.
Verse 4 says, "And it came to pass,
when I heard these words, that I sat
down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed
before the God of heaven." You can
look out at this world and see evil
taking place. Many people are being
led around by the devil. False religion is running rampant. If you truly
have the heart of God, it should give
you a greater burden for souls. It
should put a longing in your heart to
see a change take place.
When you look at lost souls, do
you want to see them changed? Do
you look at people in false religion
and desire to get them out of it or do
you just go on with your everyday
living with no regard for them? As a
saint of God, you must be careful
that you live every day as God wants
you to live. You should be where
God wants you to be and talk to
whomever God wants you to talk to.
God has a plan, and that plan is not
just sitting back and relaxing all day
long, day after day.
You should have a burden on
your heart to see lost souls won to
God. Church, we have a great work
to do. When we look at the world
and see the evil, it should move us to
action. I ask you to think about the
good Samaritan that Jesus spoke of
in Luke, Chapter 10. A man was
attacked by thieves and left half
dead. A priest and a Levite saw him
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but passed by him, offering him no
help. However, the Samaritan had
compassion on him and took care of
him.
If you see someone who needs
help spiritually and you turn your
back on that person, you are no
different than the two religious men
(the priest and the Levite) who
turned their backs on the man in
need. You must be willing to put
forth effort to help souls. Again, we
have a job to do. We do not live to
please ourselves. We are to live to
please God; that is the way a Christian ought to live. When you see a
homeless person standing on the
side of the road with a cardboard
sign asking for help, do you feel
compassion or sorrow? He is a lost
soul. Do you try to reach out to him?
When you see a single mother
struggling with her children, maybe
she is not dressed well, maybe she is
not the cleanest, does it touch your
heart? The divorce rate in America
is high. Divorce is a terrible thing. It
should break your heart to see families separated. Divorce is an evil that
the devil works in married people's
lives. Your work may not be identical to mine, but you have a work
ahead of you, and that is to reach out
to lost souls.
If you see a drunk staggering
down the street, and he falls down
on the sidewalk, do you think ill of
him? Do you think: "Oh, look at
that! That is just terrible! I can't
believe people do that to their lives"
or do you look at him as a lost soul?
As Jesus looked on the world, He
had compassion on the people. He
looked on Jerusalem and had
compassion, but the Jews turned
their backs on Him. They hung Him
on the Cross, yet He still had
compassion on them.
Sinners in this world need
someone to reach out to them. When
you see these people, do you try to
do something to help them? It
should break your heart when you
see the world the way it is. Our
world is full of sin. Everywhere you
turn, there is wickedness. Drug
abuse is running rampant. All you

have to do is read the news to see
that. What is our job as Christians?
We are to reach out to those in need.
Having a Burden for Others
The world is full of people who
are heading for a devil's hell. A tract
I obtained years ago showed people
in a line, going over a waterfall one
by one. We ought to have a greater
soul burden. What are you personally doing about it? Do you desire to
do something to help win them to
God?
It should be a desire in every
Christian's heart to reach the world.
Do you want to see a change take
place in individual lives? Do you
want to help souls make it to
Heaven? You should want to reach
out to see souls go to Heaven. Are
you content to sit in your own little
world, living your life while souls
are going to hell? You need to be
about the Father's business.
You may ask, "Lord, will You
help me with this?" but are you willing to help others? Are you willing
to reach out to them and to do your
part as a Christian? Many people do
not know the Truth of God's Word.
Some have fallen by the wayside.
Your life should be clean before
God so they can see Jesus Christ in
your life. When was the last time
you prayed and asked God to allow
your path to cross with somebody
like this? You need to pray that God
will allow your path to cross with
souls who need help. There are
some honest hearts out there in this
world, and we have a great work,
church.
When Nehemiah heard that
Jerusalem had been destroyed, it
affected him greatly. He wept,
mourned, fasted, and prayed. How
much mourning have you done for
lost souls? There ought to be something that saddens your heart when
you see lost souls in this world
heading for hell.
When was the last time you
fasted and asked God to help a soul?
Sometimes God may want to see if
you are willing to give up some

things for the salvation of others.
When was the last time you prayed
earnestly to see a soul saved? Undoubtedly you have loved ones,
friends, and family who need to be
saved. Do you shed tears over lost
souls? The Bible says, "They that
sow in tears shall reap in joy"
(Psalm 126:5). Many cry over loved
ones, but what about someone you
do not know? Does it break your
heart when you see people on the
street who need help in their souls?
Nehemiah had a burden for
Jerusalem. You need to have a burden to build up the Church of God.
Nehemiah had that burden, and it
changed his whole being. Nehemiah
2:1-2 reads: "And it came to pass in
the month Nisan, in the twentieth
year of Artaxerxes the king, that
wine was before him: and I took up
the wine, and gave it unto the king.
Now I had not been beforetime sad
in his presence. Wherefore the king
said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick?
this is nothing else but sorrow of
heart. Then I was very sore afraid."
The king saw a change in Nehemiah.
He saw that he was sad. Something
broke his heart, and his countenance
changed.
Most of us have had our hearts
broken over things. Nehemiah's
heart was broken because the city of
Jerusalem had been destroyed. How
brokenhearted are you when you see
the condition of souls? It should
break your heart. Nehemiah felt the
pain and the suffering of his brothers, and we should feel sorrow when
others are suffering.
We each were sinners at one
time. We know what it is like to
suffer. We understand what it was
like to have heartaches and to feel
that we had nowhere to turn. This
should give us a greater burden to
see others changed. On the other
hand, as Christians, we know what it
is like to have God to go to. We
know what it is like to have God
answer prayer. We have God on our
side now. Because of this, we
should have more of a burden to see
the lost world won.
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Being Moved to Action
We should have such a burden
that it moves us to action. We
should be willing to put ourselves
out for a lost and dying world. Too
many people are so comfortable in
their living that they do not think
about doing anything for others.
When you are too comfortable in
your living, you are not going to
have the compassion you should,
and you may not want to do anything about it. We should look at the
lost world and say, "I want to
change it somehow, someway."
The saints of old turned the
world upside down. How much
greater could we turn the world
upside down if we truly get busy for
God? Nehemiah was willing to put
himself out for the people. He asked
the king, "If it please the king, and if
thy servant have found favour in thy
sight, that thou wouldest send me
unto Judah, unto the city of my
fathers' sepulchres, that I may build
it" (Nehemiah 2:5).
When we see the sin in this
world, it should move us to action.
Nehemiah asked the king to help
rebuild Jerusalem. We have a great
Heavenly Father, and we should go
to Him when we see lost souls and
petition, "Send me to someone so
that I can help to build up the New
Jerusalem, the church." We are either building up or tearing down the
church; there is no in-between. Are
you ready to work to see souls
saved? We have a great work ahead
of us, and we need to be about our
Father's business.
Nehemiah got permission from
the king to rebuild Jerusalem. As he
was rebuilding the walls and making
very good progress, along came
some trouble. Nehemiah 2:10 tells
us, "When Sanballat the Horonite,
and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them
exceedingly that there was come a
man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel." The devil is never
going to allow things to go easily
when you are building up the Kingdom of God. There will always be a
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fight for souls, with the devil on one
side and the Spirit of God on the
other. By the help of God, you can
win.
Sanballat and Tobiah did not
like the fact that the walls were
being rebuilt. Do you think the devil
likes it when you witness to someone, invite that person to church,
and then that person makes moves
toward God? It stirs the devil. You
need to be ready for a conflict when
you are trying to help the lost. The
devil does not want that change.
Witnessing to Souls
When you witness to a loved
one, that one may argue with you or
tell you to leave him alone. The
Bible says in Matthew 10:36, "And
a man's foes shall be they of his own
household." When God is working,
the devil is upset. You need to determined the fact that no matter what
your family thinks or says, you are
going to live for the Lord. Many
people want to silence the voices of
the children of God. Even if you do
not say anything to others, they
cannot argue with a holy life.
If you cannot say anything else,
you can invite your family to church
and let them know that you love
them and that you are praying for
them. The devil has his hook in
them, pulling them about wherever
he wants. The devil is going to work
in every way possible to get you to
stop working with souls. He will try
to turn your family and friends
against you. He may try to cause you
financial problems or other problems in your own household. That
way he can get your mind off
working with souls.
The devil is real. He does not
care what he does to you. He just
wants to silence you so that you do
not witness to anyone or invite anyone to church. If he can get you to
stop witnessing, the person that God
was leading you to could end up in a
lost eternity. You need to think
about that. You should not be afraid
to talk to people. There is no reason
to be fearful of witnessing to souls,
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even if you do not know them,
because you have God on your side.
The worst thing they can do if you
invite them to church is say no. If
you fail to speak up, that soul could
end up in a lost eternity, and you do
not want to face that at the Judgment. What a fearful thing that
would be!
Driving a car is a great responsibility, and marriage is a great responsibility, but working to get
souls saved is the greatest responsibility we have. We have souls that
we are accountable for. Are you
really paying attention when God
tells you to witness to someone? Are
you living a clean life before them?
The saints of old did not back
down when they faced adversity or
when the devil brought problems
their way. Daniel faced the den of
lions, yet he did not back down. He
was told to stop praying for thirty
days. What did he do? He opened
the windows toward Jerusalem and
knelt down three times a day and
prayed just as he always did. No one
stopped him from praying. Some
faced getting their heads cut off,
being torn apart by wild animals in
an arena, and being burned at the
stake. They knew this, but they did
not back down. Nothing should
sway you from reaching a lost
world. False religion should not
change your mind, and no family
member should change your mind
either.
Standing Against the Enemy
When Nehemiah heard the
words about Jerusalem, I believe he
had one thought in mind, and that
was to rebuild it. Are you doing
everything you possibly can to help
build up the Church of God? Have
you ever looked at a lost soul and
thought, "I'd really like to see that
individual saved." What did you do
about it? Did you pray, fast, and
carry a burden for him? Did you
invite him to church? Did you
witness to him?
Sometimes before you invite
people to church, you might need to
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help them with material needs.
Maybe they need help moving their
furniture, maybe they need a ride to
work, or maybe they need someone
to talk to. Often you need to be a
friend before you can reach out and
deal with their souls. That is where
God comes in.
In our Scripture text Sanballat
and others were trying to get
Nehemiah to come down to talk to
them. (The devil will try to get you
to come down from doing a work
for God.) Those men tried every
tactic they could to get Nehemiah to
stop building the walls. The devil
will try everything he can to get you
not to witness to souls. He will try to
hinder you from living right. You
should examine yourself to see
where you stand before God, to see
if you are lacking in any area of your
life so that you can fix it, because
God has a job for you to do.
In essence, Nehemiah told
Sanballat, "I don't have time to talk
to you." He had more important
things to do in building up the walls
of Jerusalem. You do not have time
to talk to the enemy. When the devil
comes your way, you should say: "I
do not have time! I have more important things to do. I need to read
and pray. I have some holy living to
do before the world." Nehemiah saw
their plan. He saw that if they could
get him to come down, the work
would be stopped. What did
Nehemiah tell them? He said in
Nehemiah 6:3, "Why should the
work cease, whilst I leave it, and
come down to you?"
We do not have time to waste,
church. We must be busy about the
Father's business of seeing souls
saved. The devil wants nothing more
than to stop the work of God. He
wants to stop the church from growing. The only way he can do that is
to get the church to stop working
and to stop carrying a burden for
lost souls. How does he do that? He
will try to get your mind on worldly
things, not sinful things, but things
that will keep your mind busy. He
wants to get you so involved in your
own life that you forget about the

lost world that needs to be saved.
The devil will try anything he
can to stop you. He will put a wedge
between you and a brother or a
sister. He will have lies told about
you that will cause rumors to spread
from one person to another. Gossiping and spreading rumors in a
congregation is wrong. If you have a
problem or a question about someone, you should go to that person
and get things worked out one-onone instead of listening to what the
devil has to say. Souls need to be
saved. We are supposed to be about
the Father's business, building the
church.
You are going to have to look
past everything the devil is throwing
at you. Those things are minute in
comparison with what you are called
to do as a Christian. Sanballat tried
to draw Nehemiah away from the
task before him in many ways. The
Jews who were helping to rebuild
Jerusalem had to work with one
hand and hold a weapon in the other
hand. Sometimes you have to be
busy working for the Lord and
standing against the devil, letting
him know that you are not going to
quit. It is a great work to build up
the Kingdom of God.
How Is Your Determination?
No matter what the enemy threw
at Nehemiah, the walls of Jerusalem
got built. Many things are going to
be cast your way, but you have a job
to do in building up the Kingdom of
God. The Bible says in Matthew
7:13 that "broad is the way" and
many go that way. Many are not
going to accept the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Many are not going to want
the Truth. That is the reason you
need to pray and ask God to direct
your steps. God knows exactly
where the honest, lost souls are. He
knows the end from the beginning.
When God opens a door, you need
to do everything you can to help out.
God has a great purpose for your
life. Soul winning is the number one
business of God. It is a blessing
when He heals the physical body,

when He helps with financial problems, or when He helps with family
circumstances; but His number one
business is saving souls. Seeing
people get saved should also be the
Christian's number one desire. Souls
need to be saved. You need to pray
for them and do all you can to be a
godly example before them.
Nehemiah was determined to
finish the work that he was sent to
do. He was not going to stop working for God. He was going to press
the battle on. Are you willing to
press the battle on? Are you willing
to do what you can to see souls
saved? Are you doing everything
you can to reach the lost and dying
world? Are you living a pure, holy
life before the world? When others
see you, can they say, "That person
truly loves God"? Are you letting
the world see a good Christian
example through your life?
Do you ask God to show you
where you can be useful? When was
the last time you prayed and asked
God to send you to a soul? God is
faithful. You are asking something
that is definitely according to His
will. Are you willing to do what is
needed to see someone saved? Are
you willing to give someone a ride
to church? What happens if it is not
on your way? Are you willing to

pray with someone, no matter what
time it is? Are you willing to give up
self-satisfaction to see souls saved?
We have a great work ahead of
us, church. Souls need help from
God. False religion is full of honesthearted people who need to hear the
Truth of God's Word before it is too
late. Do you need a deeper burden
for the lost? If so, you need to talk to
God about it. He has everything you
stand in need of. Do you want a
greater consecration for the work of
the Lord? God wants to help His
people. He wants to see the church
prosper and grow. God adds to the
church. Acts 2:47b reads, "And the
Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved."
If you are a lost soul, you need
to be saved. What would a person
gain if he gained the whole world
but lost his soul. If you were
wealthy and owned all the land you
could possibly own, if you were not
saved, your soul would go to hell.
What value would losing your soul
hold? Matthew 16:26 asks, "For
what is a man profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul? or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?"
(Compact Disc TR-1176)

Let nothing disturb thee,
Nothing affright thee;
All things are passing,
God never changeth.
Patient endurance
Attaineth to all things;
Who God possesseth
In nothing is wanting;
Alone God sufficeth.
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Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.

Brother Larry Dishman
Death Is Inevitable
Once I read a compelling story
of a young pastor whose son was
very sick and not expected to live
long. Night after night, the pastor's
wife put their boy to bed and said a
prayer, hoping for a miracle. One
evening, the boy looked at his father
and asked, "Daddy, how does it feel
to die?"
The father struggled to speak a
word and said a quick prayer for
courage. He put his hand on his
child's face and said, "Son, it is
something like this: Night after
night, you go to sleep here on this
couch. You do not know it, but
when I find you asleep, I take you in
my arms and place you in the room
that I built for you with my own
hands." The young pastor could
barely finish, but he went on to say,
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"Son, one of these days you are
going to fall asleep, but do not be
afraid, because Jesus is going to
come and pick you up in His arms
and take you to the place He has
prepared for you." The place God
has prepared for us is a wonderful
place, child of God.
There are few exceptions to
facing death in the Word of God.
We read in the Bible that Enoch did
not see death, and Elijah did not see
death. Those who are alive when the
Lord returns will not see death. First
Thessalonians 4:17 tells us, "Then
we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord." Death will come to each of
us. Job said in Job 30:23, "For I
know that thou wilt bring me to
death, and to the house appointed
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for all living."
The longer we live, the more
tattered and feeble this tenement
becomes. I love the story about a
former president of the United
States, John Quincy Adams. When
he was eighty years of age, he was
met by a friend who shook his trembling hand and said: "Good morning. How is John Quincy Adams
today?"
The former chief executive
looked at him for a moment and
said: "John Quincy Adams himself
is quite well. But the house in which
he lives at present is dilapidated. It is
tottering up on its foundations. Time
and the seasons have nearly destroyed it. Its roof is pretty well
worn out. Its walls are much shattered, and it trembles with every
wind. I think John Quincy will have
to move out of it soon. But he

himself is quite well, quite well."
Not long after that, he had his second and final stroke, and John
Quincy Adams moved from that
shaky tenement into his long home.
This world is not our long home.
We are here for a very short time.
What you need to know is, what is
going to happen beyond death's
door. If you are lost or if you are a
backslider, you need to consider
what lies beyond death's door. Imagine a door that none of us has gone
through. We have never talked to
anyone who has gone through
death's door. We only know what
the Bible says.
One of these days, your heart is
going to stop beating, and the blood
will stop coursing through your
body. Your chest will no longer rise
and fall with every breath, and your
brain will stop sending signals to the
various parts of your body. Friend,
millions of people will die in the
United States of America this year.
Possibly, some of them will be your
friends or your relatives. Some will
be prominent public figures. By the
end of this year, you may be touched
by the death of a loved one.
Life's Most Important
Appointment
Few subjects interest man more
than life after death. As a Christian,
you should want to know about it.
Before I got saved, upon hearing the
Word of God, I thought about these
things, sometimes late at night and
into the early hours of the morning.
Most of us have considered the
question of the ages that is found in
Job 14:14, which asks, "If a man
die, shall he live again? All the days
of my appointed time will I wait, till
my change come." The question we
must ask ourselves is this: What will
happen to me when I walk through
death's door?
Only a faithful Christian can
face death with confidence. No sinner or backslider has a reason to
face death with confidence. Even
though a Christian does not know
everything about death, thank God,

one does not have to be afraid of it.
I was glad when I read what the
Psalmist wrote in Psalm 23:4. He
said, "Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil: for thou art with
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." I thank God for that!
Friend, I pity you if you are not a
Christian. If you are not a bornagain believer, you have something
to fear. As a sinner, when you think
about facing death, you do not have
anyone to go down into the valley of
death with you.
Life holds many changes. I have
gone through many changes in my
life, and so have you, but nothing
compares to the change that will
take place when you walk through
death's door. What a change is going
to take place, whether one is a child
of God or a sinner. Death takes
place when the spirit leaves the
body. That is going to happen to
each of us one of these days. According to James 2:26 we read, "For
as the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is dead
also." I want to inform you, friend,
death is not the end. You might wish
it was the end, but it is not. Beyond
death is the beginning of a whole
new existence in another world, and
you will end up either in Heaven or
in hell.
We were created with the
realization that we are eternal beings. Regardless of your spiritual
condition, you should be interested
in what will happen to you beyond
death's door. What lies beyond
death's door? People have been
searching for this answer for hundreds of years. Obviously, there is
only one place where you can find
the answer to this question, and it is
in the Word of God.
Deep in your heart, you know
that unless Christ comes before you
die, there will be a moment when
you breathe your last breath. Your
heart that has been pumping for so
long is going to cease to pump. The
wise thing to do is to prepare for
death. You must be ready for it so
that when it comes upon you, you
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will not be overwhelmed by surprise. You can be ready to step
through that valley. Many people
focus only on right now. We do not
like to be faced with death. A lot of
people do not like to be reminded of
death, but no matter how much you
hate the subject, the writer pointed
out in Hebrews 9:27, "And as it is
appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment." We each
need to be ready for the most important appointment that we will ever
have.
Death Is a Transition
Our culture has devised many
ways to keep us from thinking seriously about death. Sinner friend, do
you realize that the devil does not
want you to think about dying? He
does not want you to think about the
time beyond death's door or what is
beyond the Second Coming of
Christ.
Many commonly say, "Did you
know so-and-so passed away?"
There is nothing wrong with saying
that, but I believe that some people
do that to avoid saying that person
died. If you want to do that, that is
fine, but I like to call it by its name
and say that person died.
Death is a reality. Each of us is
moving toward death. What will the
experience be like? What are you
going to discover beyond death?
Based on the Word of God, you are
going to discover some things as
soon as you go through death's door.
Your eyes are going to be opened to
eternal realities. The first thing you
are going to discover will be that
you do not cease to exist after death.
You are going to realize that the soul
does not die with the body. After
you die, the soul will still be alive
and conscious. Luke, Chapter 16,
lets you know that Lazarus and the
rich man were alive and conscious
after death.
The Bible talks about the
resurrection in Daniel 12:2. It reads,
"And many of them that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake, some
to everlasting life, and some to
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shame and everlasting contempt."
John 5:28-29 tells us: "Marvel not at
this: for the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, And shall come
forth; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation."
The Apostle Paul explained in
Acts 24:15, "And have hope toward
God, which they themselves also
allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and
unjust." Death does not destroy the
soul. Jesus made it clear in Matthew
10:28, "And fear not them which
kill the body, but are not able to kill
the soul: but rather fear him which is
able to destroy both soul and body
in hell."
Friend, death is our transition
from the temporary to the permanent. There is no purgatory. There
are only two eternal places, either
Heaven or hell. When you die, you
will not cease to exist. The earthly
body will cease to function, but not
the soul, or the inner man.
When the unbeliever passes
through death's door, he is going to
find that he will enter eternal damnation. Matthew 25:41 and 46 tell
us: "Then shall he say also unto
them on the left hand, Depart from
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels. . . . And these shall go away
into everlasting punishment: but the
righteous into life eternal." Death is
not the final chapter of your life.
There is no annihilation. The sinner
will wish that was so, but no one
ceases to exist. You will be fully
conscious, and your memory will
function, as well as your five senses.
Neither the saved nor the lost will
cease to exist once they go through
death's door.
You will not be without some
type of physical form. Death and the
resurrection will take place. You
will have some kind of body that
will enable you to see, to speak, to
hear, and to feel. As soon as you die,
you will realize that you are in eternity. There will be no end to eter22

nity. Even seconds from right now,
you could go through death's door
and wake up in eternity.

after you die? I want you to read a
poem written by Mary Virginia
Mackey Stillion entitled "Five
Minutes After I Die."

Five Minutes After You Die
Beyond death's door, you will
realize that the unseen world really
does exist. You might believe that it
does not exist, but God exists, Satan
exists, Heaven exists, and hell exists. There are no atheists, skeptics,
agnostics, or lukewarm saints in the
after life. In eternity all of them will
be firm believers in what God said.
What lies beyond death's door?
We will find that the things we
thought were so necessary to this
life will no longer hold any merit.
There will be no job promotions
after death. There will not be any
schools or colleges to attend. There
will be no shopping malls, discount
stores, or national sports leagues.
Things are going to be different.
There will not be any social clubs,
bars, or dance halls in the great beyond. What is going to happen? You
are going to realize that what you
have done in your life determines
where you will be in eternity. What
realization when you wake up to the
fact that what you have done while
you were alive has determined
where you will spend eternity!
If you stop to think about it, you
really just have a brief span of time
to live out the choices of life. You
do not have a long time to do your
own thing and then go to the Judgment to give an account for the life
you have lived. For the Christian,
what did you do with your faith?
What did you do with the Great
Commission? What did you do with
the blessings of God? For the unchurched, there are three exceptions:
First, John 3:5 says, "Except a man
be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of
God." Second, Romans 8:9 tells us,
except a man has "the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his." Third,
Luke 13:5 says, "Except ye repent,
ye shall all likewise perish."
Have you ever thought about
what you will be doing five minutes
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Loved ones will weep o'er my silent face,
Dear ones will clasp me in sad embrace
Shadows and darkness will fill the place,
Five minutes after I die.
Faces that sorrow I will not see,
Voices that murmur will not reach me
But where, oh where will my spirit be?
Five minutes after I die.
Here I have rested and roved and
ravaged
Here I have cherished and grown
estranged
There and then it will be changed
Five minutes after I die.
Naught to repair the good I lack
Fixed to the goal of my chosen track,
No room to repent, no turning back
Five minutes after I die.
Mated for aye with my chosen throng
Long is eternity, O so long
Then woe is me if my soul be wrong,
Five minutes after I die.
Oh, what a fool, hard the word but true,
Passing the Savior with Death in view,
Doing a deed I can never undo
Five minutes after I die.
If I am flinging a fortune away
If I am wasting salvation's day
Just is my sentence, my soul shall say
Five minutes after I die.
Thanks be to Jesus for pardon free
He paid my debt on Mount Calvary's tree,
Paradise gates will enfold even me,
Five minutes after I die.
O marvelous grace that has rescued me
O joyous moment when Jesus I see,
O happy day when like Him I'll be,
Five minutes after I die.

Only One Way to Heaven
Life is a terrible thing to waste.
We rejoice at the mercy of the father
to the prodigal son, but how many

years did that son waste? We rejoice
at the return of the prodigal son, but
how many years did his elder brother waste?
What are you going to realize
when you go beyond death's door?
When you step through that door
after you die, your earthly opportunities will be gone forever, and that
is true for each of us.
The rich man wanted to send
Lazarus back to speak to his brothers. He knew that his own destiny
was sealed, so his concern was for
his five brothers; however, his opportunity for life was gone forever.
One day your opportunity to witness
for Christ will be gone. Once you
are gone, there will be no more witnessing, no more rescuing the perishing, as the song so beautifully
states. Do you have a brother, a
sister, a mother, a father, another
relative, a neighbor, a coworker, or
a fellow student who is unsaved?
Has God tried to persuade you to
share the Gospel with any of them?
Christian friend, after you die,
all earthly opportunities will be
gone. Sinner friend, your opportunities to repent and to be saved will be
gone forever. I encourage you, if
you need to get right with God, you
had better get it done. Your opportunity to grow as a Christian will be
gone if you wait until it is too late.
Your opportunity to get closer to
God will be gone. Your opportunity
for revival will be gone. Some believers have been saved for many
years, but they are still babes in
Christ.
Your opportunity to serve God
will be gone. That is the reason Jesus said in John 9:4, "I must work
the works of him that sent me, while
it is day: the night cometh, when no
man can work."
What will you realize when you
walk through death's door? You will
realize that your destiny has been
fixed. Oh, what a sad time for the
unbeliever. What a disappointment
to realize that you are lost! Worse
than being lost will be the realization that your destiny will be sealed
for time and eternity. The rich man

and Lazarus were eternally separated. Abraham reminded the rich
man that a great gulf was fixed between them and that no one could
pass over from one place to the
other.
Friend, regardless of what the
religious world says, you will not
receive a second chance after you
die. The choices you make in this
life will determine where you will
spend eternity. Once you step over
to the other side, there is absolutely
no coming back. You will not have
another opportunity to get right with
God. After death, the rich man
would have given everything he had
owned on earth in order to go to
Heaven, but it was too late. On the
other hand, Lazarus would not have
traded anything for the place that he
was enjoying. Your eternal destiny
hinges on the choice you make
about Jesus here and now.
Jesus is the only way to Heaven.
Friend, you cannot earn your way to
Heaven or buy your way there. You
can only enter Heaven by going to
God with godly sorrow, by repenting of your sins, by turning from
your sins, and by placing your faith
in the Son of God. If you have never
been saved, if you have never
trusted Christ, if you have never
repented of your sins, then I encourage you to get your destiny settled
now. Unless you receive Him as
your Savior, you will be in eternity,
in torments beyond imagination,
forever. You only have one life to
make this choice. After you die,
your soul will be alive forever. You
will be conscious, but it will be too
late to change your destiny.
An Alternative to Dying
in Your Sins
When you go through death's
door, you will realize that you cannot escape the judgment of God or
the penalty of sin for all eternity.
There is no end to eternity. There is
no escape from hell after you go
there, and there is no relief for those
who are in hell. There are three certainties that you must remember.
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First, life is short. Second, Jesus is
coming soon. Third, there is a line
that is drawn by rejecting the Lord.
What does it mean to die in your
sins? John 8:24 tells us, "I said
therefore unto you, that ye shall die
in your sins: for if ye believe not that
I am he, ye shall die in your sins."
To die in your sins is to carry your
sins into death with you.
You have an alternative to dying
in your sins. You do not have to
carry your sins into eternity with
you. First Timothy 5:24 says, "Some
men's sins are open beforehand,
going before to judgment; and some
men they follow after." You do not
have to die in your sins. Some men
send their sins on beforehand to
judgment, and some follow after.
You see, when a sinner dies, he may
not realize what is happening to him.
He is going out, and he has no
choice in the matter. He is dying in
his sins. Nothing is more tragic than
to die in your sins.
How can you make sure that you
do not die in your sins? My friend,
you must come to Jesus. Jesus said
in John 8:24, "For if ye believe not
that I am he, you shall die in your
sins." Unbelief toward Jesus Christ
will leave you taking your sins
through death's door with you. Unless you believe, Jesus said you will
die in your sins. Christ becomes
your Savior and your Friend when
you become a true child of God.
If you die in unbelief, there will
not be a second chance for you. No
one will be able to intervene on your
behalf. It will be too late for you to
get hold of God when you take your
last breath. You need to think about
this: to die without Christ is to be
separated from God forever—first in
the torments of hades, and finally in
the lake of fire. It is never God's will
for one soul to die unprepared to
meet Him. Friend, it is not God's
will for you to die lost. Second Peter
3:9 says the Lord is "not willing that
any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance."
One who is unprepared for death
will have a horrible surprise awaiting him after he goes through death's
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door. Once he experiences physical
death, his destiny will be sealed. He
will have no opportunity to cross
over from the place of utter
hopelessness to the place of hope
after physical death. No one can
return by an act of his own will. The
Scriptures leave no possibility of
reincarnation.
Are You Ready to
Face Eternity?
After physical death, the
unsaved individual will have regretful memories of the past and the
knowledge of a hopeless future. Oh,
what regrets the individual will
have! He will remember the times
the preacher preached his heart out
and warned him about all of this, yet
he failed to take advantage of the
opportunity that God afforded him.
If you could walk through
death's door and be like an animal,
which has no soul, and cease to
exist, that would be a different story.
However, you are going to survive
death when you go through death's
door. One's state is unchangeable
after death. After you walk through
that door, either you will receive a
personal welcome from your Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ or you will

catch a glimpse of gloom that you
have never known. Your mind cannot comprehend the picture of terrible gloom that lies beyond death's
door for the lost.
Either way, whether you are
saved or lost, when you go through
death's door, your eternal destiny
will be fixed; it will be unchangeable. Those who find themselves in
Heaven will be surrounded by the
saints of God forever. Lost souls
will be surrounded by darkness, a
region of deprivation and unending
regret.
Images of life on earth will
haunt the lost throughout the ceaseless age of eternity. The lost will
think back to their friends, their
family, their relatives, and possibly
to this very message. The future of
the lost will be hopeless and unending. Some have spoken of how
hopeless they have felt at times, but
to be without hope in eternity would
be a terrible, unimaginable feeling.
You have hope right now, but a day
is coming when there will be no
hope.
When you pass through death's
door, relatives and friends will be
planning your funeral, deciding on
your casket and burial plot, and
deciding who will be your pall-

bearers, yet you will be more alive
than you have ever been. Your soul
will not be dead in the casket. No,
your soul will be very much alive.
Either you will see God on His
throne surrounded by His angels or
you will feel an indescribable weight
of all your guilt and abandonment.
There is no destination halfway
between Heaven and hell.
Instead of fearing death, you
should live every day in such a way
that you can say, as John did, in
Revelation 22:20, "Even so, come
Lord Jesus." If you have backslidden, you cannot say that. If you
are not a Christian, you do not want
the Lord to come. Let this be the
time to get the need met in your
heart and life. Maybe you are a
Christian and you doubt your experience. Maybe there are things in
your life that you have allowed, and
sometimes you wonder because of
these things: "Am I really right with
God? Am I really clear with God
with these things in my life? Am I
doing things that I know I should
not be doing?" Why not seek the
Lord and get the matter settled?
(Compact Disc TR-1404)

Soul Winning
Perhaps the strongest love of a Christian friend is that which impels him to speak to
another of his Savior.
Gypsy Smith said that when he was converted, he immediately become anxious for the
conversion of his uncle. Among gypsies, it was not considered proper for children to
address their elders on the subject of duty, and so the boy just prayed and waited for God
to open the way.
One day the uncle noticed a hole in the boy's trousers and said, "Rodney, how is it that
you have worn out the knees of your pants so much faster than the rest of them?"
"Uncle, I have worn them out praying for you, that God would make you a Christian," and
then the tears came, of course. Nothing more was said, but the uncle put his arm around
the boy and drew him close to his breast. In a little while the uncle was bending his knees
to the same Savior.
When we wear our clothes thin in praying for others, we shall not find it hard to speak to
them if the opportunity occurs.
Selected
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[The Motivating Power—contin. from p. 13]

as it should in your life. Unless you
love God first, nothing will work
properly for you.
Showing love is always a
choice. In order for it to work properly, it must be done willingly. It
must be something that one decides
to do because he wants to do so. I
want to love the Lord because He
has done so much for me. I owe
Him everything. He must be the
captivating presence of all my existence, so that if my wife should ever
oppose me, I would still love the
Lord first.
Sometimes my wife sends me
birthday cards that read, "Honey,
you are first in my life after Jesus."
That is the way it should be. I like
that because she could not love me
very well if she did not put Jesus
first. I have heard people say, "I am
a difficult person to love." If you do
not love Christ first, you cannot love
anyone else as you should.
Captivated by the Love of God
The love of God must be the
captivating force of your life. I love
God because I want to. My love is
due Him because He first loved me.
Christ's sacrifice on Calvary was for
me; He took my place, and He took
my sins. As a child of God, you
must feel that the work on Calvary
that He did was very personal to
your own soul. That is what sparks
the great love in my heart toward
Him. I love the Lord for taking all
my sins upon Himself, for becoming
separate from His Father because of
my sins, for shedding His blood, and
for entering into the realm of death
and removing the curse of sin from
me. Spiritual death was cancelled
for me the very moment I believed
on Him. He took away the sting of
death.
What does this mean to you on a
daily basis? In the daily routine of
life, you will experience days of
trouble. You are going to have trials
and sore temptations. Troubling
thoughts are going to come into your
mind, and they will work on you and

attempt to corrupt your righteous
reasoning. The devil may even try to
cause you to question some things in
God's Word.
In our modern age, human
reasoning is sweeping hard against
the church. It is flooding in and
beating against the foundation of the
church. Some people say, "I don't
really think God meant just exactly
that." What is happening to those
people? From where are they getting
that idea? Satan is attacking them in
the mind and in the heart. If you are
not really captivated by the love of
God in your soul, the devil will
work on you until you get dragged
down.
The devil may tell you, "Your
spouse does not really love you," but
you know better. You know he or
she loves you. However, if you
dwell on that thought, you might
begin to think, "She did not say that
the same way she always does." The
devil will attack you with undermining thoughts to cause you to
become critical of everything your
husband or wife does for you, thereby causing you to interpret things as
less than they were. This will set you
up for nothing but trouble.
You have to keep the fire of love
burning in your soul for God. In a
marriage, you have to keep the fires
of love burning between the two of
you. It is a choice you both have to
make. For example, I cannot expect
my wife to do all the loving, and she
cannot expect me to do all the loving. We have to love together.
Love is necessary, and it has to
be genuine in both of our hearts and
lives. When I come to a trial, a
temptation, or even when a wrong
thought begins to crowd in, I have
to rebuke that. Sometimes I have
taken steps in the wrong direction,
and the Lord said, "Do not take another step." Since I love the Lord,
I back away from that because I do
not want to cause the Lord any problems. I caused Him pain and suffering on the Cross. I do not want
to cause Him any more sorrow. I
love the Lord with all my heart.
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Loving Devotion to
the Father's Will
Do you know what else love
does? Love will cause you to become protective and on the defensive. You should not let people talk
about your Lord in an ungodly way.
It hurts me when I hear people use
the Lord's name in vain. Sometimes
I have turned around and said, "You
don't need to use the Lord's name
like that." He is too precious to us to
throw His name in the gutter along
with cursing and swearing, yet too
many people use God's name in the
same breath. When I am at a crossroad and have to make a decision,
my love for God helps me make the
right decision. I want to do what is
right. I want to go the right way.
David said in Psalm 37:23, "The
steps of a good man are ordered by
the LORD."
The love of God is a love that
speaks of commitment and duty. The
Word teaches us in John 3:16, "For
God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life."
That love was not based on sentiment or emotion, but it was based on
God's commitment to His promise.
God made a promise, and He
brought forth that promise in an
assurance. Because He loved His
people, He stood by His promise,
but it was not the kind of love a lot
of us are accustomed to. Often when
we talk about love, all we can think
about is that mushy, gushy, emotional love that stirs up the emotions
of a man's heart toward his bride, or
his wife; but the love of God is not
that kind of love. This is a deeper
sense of love than the human mind
can comprehend. It is a love that
holds God to a commitment, a promise, a vow that He made before the
foundations of the world were ever
made.
God did not fail. Christ's death
and His love held Him to the Cross.
It was not a sentimental love, but it
was a love of devotion to His Father's will. In essence, He prayed,
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"O God, if you could take this cup
from me, I would rather have You
take it away"; then He said, "Nevertheless, Father, I love You so much
that I will do Your will; I will go
through with this." It was love for
His Father's will that held Jesus to
the Cross.
Your love for God must go
deeper than the tears that come to
the eyes when you are emotionally
stirred. It has to go deeper than an
emotional feeling in the heart when
things are really going well and God
is blessing you. It is easy to say, "I
love God so much." However, it is
in the furnace, in the sore battles of
life, that you will have to prove that
you love Him.
Working Out Problems
Life is full of problems. It is that
way whether you are saved or not. I
would rather face my problems with
God. He has been the source of all
my victory. An older minister told
me one time, "When you go through
a battle and gain a victory, you need
to rejoice and celebrate, or even
throw a party if you can, because
they are few and far between."
There are lots of battles, temptations, and trials. The world is not
going to be your friend. The world is
going to hate you and despise you.
Your loved ones and unsaved family
will not understand you. Many of
them will withdraw from you because they just do not like to be
around holy behavior. What holds
you true is your love for the Lord.
One song says, "Though none go
with me, yet I will follow." I will
walk alone if I have to, but I am
going to serve God. I am going to
stay true to the Lord.
Many problems in marriage
could be healed and many marriages
could be spared the trouble of upheaval and divorce if only both the
husband and the wife would choose
to love again and quit focusing on
the negative and set their sights on
positive things. I once heard a story
about a disgruntled husband who
went to his pastor because he was
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tired of his three-year-old marriage.
He said he was fed up with his wife.
The pastor, being wise enough
to understand what was going on,
gave this man some good advice. He
said: "Son, you need to go home and
start treating your wife like a goddess. Give her your undivided attention. Take her out to eat. Help her
around the house. Compliment her
every move, and just treat her like a
queen. Do this for two months, and
then just pack your bags and walk
out. When you leave her after treating her so well, she will literally
crumble."
The man thought about it. He
thought it was a wonderful scheme
because he really wanted to hurt his
wife when he left, so he thought:
"This is great! I will do that." He put
the plan into practice as soon as he
got home. For two months he gave
his wife the best he had.
After the eight weeks were up,
the pastor called him back and said,
"Well, did she crumble when you
left?"
He replied: "Are you kidding?
With a wife like I have, I have no
intention of leaving her. She is the
most wonderful person in my life."
The pastor hung up the phone
and smiled with the satisfaction that
he had accomplished what he had
set out to achieve.
When a husband treats his wife
like a prized treasure, the result will
be a lasting marriage. If all husbands
and wives would treat each other as
they should, there would not be any
broken marriages. I am not talking
about "companions"; I am talking
about the husband and wife. God
did not put a man with a companion
or a woman with a companion, according to today's meaning of a
companion. He put a man with a
wife and a wife with a man.
Loving God Will Hold
You Steadfast
The Apostle Paul wrote in
2 Corinthians 4:7-10: "But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the excellency of the power may be
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of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in
despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;
Always bearing about in the body
the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the
life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our body."
How is all of this possible? It is
due to the power that is working in
us. Is there substance in your soul
that is greater than any outside force
working against you? You may ask,
"How can I know that my love for
God is real?" Do you feel God's
presence about you every day? Do
you feel His Spirit with you? Do you
find your thoughts throughout the
day always wandering back to the
Lord, thinking about God? You can
do that on the job.
My thoughts go to the Lord
many times during the day. When I
am facing decisions, my mind automatically goes to the Lord. I ask
Him what I should do and to give
me direction. Why? Because I want
my life to be saturated with Him. I
want my life to be caught up in the
things of God.
Do you really consider the Lord
in all situations in your life, such as
when you buy a car or make other
decisions? You should consider Him
in every phase of your life. Do you
really enjoy God's presence? Loving
God will cause you to "Pray without
ceasing," as Paul said. This means
that you should be in an attitude of
prayer throughout the day, so that at
a moment's notice, you can get hold
of God so He can come to your aid.
The love you have for God
should serve as a watch over your
tongue. It helps to guide and protect
you from wrong attitudes or in situations that are beyond your control.
Many things in life are beyond your
control, and you can pick up wrong
attitudes. You can be motivated in
the wrong way because some things
happen that you cannot control. I am
talking about your love for God. Are
you able to bring wrong desires and
wrong attitudes under His control?
This love for God from your heart to

the Lord will hold you steadfast in
any situation. It will be with you in
poverty and make you happy, and it
will be with you in prosperity. It will
keep you well balanced.
If your home is lost, your
property is forfeited, and suddenly
you have to go from driving a luxury
vehicle to an old, rusty one, you can
still rejoice in the Lord. Your love
for God should not be based on
what is in your wallet. You would
be surprised by how many people
gauge their spirituality by their prosperity. If God were to jerk the rug
out from under you (and He could),
He might do so to test your love for

Him. Would you still love Him as
much?
If you should go from having a
well body to having a diseased body,
which could happen quickly, would
you still love Him? Any one of us
can go from health to affliction in a
moment of time. If you have love for
God going into that, God will hold
you all the way through. He will
never forsake you. He will never
leave you alone. God is the truest
friend you could ever have.
I trust that you love God, not
just with words, but with your whole
life. The way you live lets God
know that you love Him. How does

my wife know that I love her? It is
not because I tell her. She has heard
me say that plenty of times, but she
wants to see my love for her in
action. How do I know she loves
me? It is because I see it in the way
she acts. How can you know that
you love God? You act upon it and
prove it with your life. It is a visible
result of what is in the heart. You
should stand true to God because
you love Him. Will you stand true to
God? Will you remain true to the
cause of God and Truth?
(Compact Disc TR-1334M)

MT. PLEASANT, PA
April 16

Fellowship Meeting: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania 15666
Service time: 10:30 a.m. A meal will be served by the local congregation. Lodging: Holiday Inn
Express, 724-547-2095 (This is on the same road as the church. Please mention that you are there
for the church meeting for a discount.); Super 8 Motel in New Stanton, 724-925-8915, on I-70W, (10
miles north of the church); Melody Motor Lodge, 724-628-9600 on 119N in Connellsville).

April 17-24

Revival: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania 15666
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Mobile, Alabama
Service times: Mon.-Sat. 7:00 p.m.; Sun. 10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
For more information contact: Pastor Paul W. Prinkey, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Telephone: 724-547-2151

SUMMERSVILLE, WV
April 25-May 1

Revival & Fellowship Meeting: Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, WV
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Mobile, Alabama
Service times: Mon.-Thurs. 7:00 p.m.; Fri. 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.;
Sat. & Sun. 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. Meals will be provided by the local congregation.
Lodging may be obtained at the Econolodge for $50.00 per night. Please contact them at
304-872-6900. Mention that you are with the Church of God. Other motels are in the area.
For more information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders at 304-872-4047
Visit our website: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com

MEDINA, OH
May16-22

Revival: Church of God, 6745 Wooster Pike, Medina, Ohio 44256
(The church is located on Route 3 South at Poe Road)
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Mobile, Alabama
Service times: Mon.-Fri. 7:00 p.m.; Sat. 6:00 p.m.; Sun. 10:30 a.m. & 4:00 p.m.
For more information contact: 330-725-5993 or 330-421-0187

KENSETT, AR
May 27-29

Memorial Day Fellowship Meeting: Kensett Church of God, 409 SE 2nd St., Kensett, AR 72082.
Service times: Fri. 7:00 p.m.; Sat. Dinner will be served at 4:00 p.m. & service will be at 7:00 p.m.
Sun. Worship 11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. Dinner will be served after the Sunday morning service.
For more information contact: Pastor Calvin L. Foster
Telephone: (Church) 501-742-3961 or (Cell) 501-593-5105
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NEW SUBSCRIPTION: To receive The Gospel Trumpeter, we need your complete name
and mailing address, including country.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: If you have moved or if your name or address is incorrect, please
notify us as soon as possible.
NOTICE OF CANCELLATION: If you no longer wish to receive The Gospel Trumpeter,
please contact us using one of the methods below.
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Mail: The Gospel Trumpeter 675 N. Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055 USA
E-mail: subscribe@gospeltrumpeter.com
Telephone: (740) 345-1312
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