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It's Time to Give Thanks
We are approaching another
Thanksgiving season in our nation
when time has been set aside to
express gratitude and appreciation
for God's bountiful goodness shown
toward us. Without a doubt we are
the most highly prosperous people
on the face of the earth, being
blessed beyond measure with
multitudes of material benefits.
America has been endowed with
great quantities of natural resources,
education, and technology that far
surpass other nations. The greatest
blessing and privilege we have is
being free to worship God without
fear of being molested or arrested.
God is so very good to us. We must
never forget His blessings that He so
bountifully bestows on us nor fail to
give Him thanks.
Have you ever stopped to
consider how blessed you really
are? Acts 17:28 tells us, "For in him
we live, and move, and have our
being." It is due to our Heavenly Father that we are alive and
able to breathe in fresh air every
day. He gives us the strength to
rise from our beds each morning
and go about our duties. He provides food that brings nourishment to the body. We have eyes to
see and hearing to enjoy the
things He has provided. All these
physical blessings come from the
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bountiful hand of God. It is so sad
that His goodness is so often taken
for granted. Multitudes are ready to
receive His goodness, but never
think of saying "Thank You." Praise
to the Giver is readily forgotten.
Jesus, at one time, healed ten
lepers who met Him on His way
to Jerusalem and desired to be
delivered. In His kindness He
miraculously healed each of the
ten lepers from his leprosy. They
all went happily on their way, but
only one "turned back, and with a
loud voice glorified God" (Luke
17:15-16). Only one stopped and
considered what the Savior had
done for him and offered praise.
The other nine received healing of
the Lord also but never thought to
offer any praise or thanksgiving in
return.
Neglecting to thank and honor
God who has so generously bestowed blessings upon us can
become very dangerous. We, too,
can become as the nine lepers
who received help, and then simply refused to give praise, honor,
and thanksgiving to the Lord.
When people conduct themselves
like this, it grieves the heart of
Almighty God.
In this world of materialism
and humanism, so many have the
[continued on page 13]

Titus 2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound [or wholesome] doctrine.

The Cardinal Teachings
of the Church
The Secretary
of the Church
6

Brother Roger L. Decker
Membership in the New
Testament Church
In this message I am going to
speak to you about another cardinal
teaching of the church. As we begin
this message, let me review some
things that I have already said in
previous messages. These cardinal
teachings are fundamental teachings
backed by the Word of God, and no
other organization on this earth can
adhere to them. No other church can
stand on these teachings but the one
church, the Church of the Living
God. To prove this statement, we
must stay in the Word of God and

take the Word as the final authority
on all spiritual matters.
Nearly everyone knows what a
secretary is, and they also understand
what a secretary's particular functions are. A secretary is employed to
keep records, type correspondence,
take the minutes of meetings, as well
as perform other tasks for a business,
for an individual, or for a family. The
President of the United States has at
least fourteen secretaries responsible
for different areas of his cabinet.
Doctors, lawyers, and businesses
have records that are kept by a
secretary. Individual congregations
have secretaries who are responsible
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for record keeping, minutes, and
correspondence. In religious circles
a secretary is charged with keeping a
record of those who are members of
that particular organization and determines whether one has met certain
criteria set forth by that particular
denomination or church. The church
that Jesus built also has a secretary,
and records are kept, but the records
are not kept here on earth, and the
requirements are very different from
nominal religion.
We read in Psalm 87:1-7: "His
foundation is in the holy mountains.
The LORD loveth the gates of Zion
more than all the dwellings of Jacob.
3

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O
city of God. Selah. I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them
that know me: behold Philistia, and
Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man was
born there. And of Zion it shall be
said, This and that man was born in
her: and the highest himself shall
establish her. The LORD shall count,
when he writeth up the people, that
this man was born there. Selah. As
well the singers as the players on
instruments shall be there: all my
springs are in thee."
We can see in verse 6 that a
record is kept of everyone who is
born in Zion. When I was down in
Haiti years ago, I learned that a lot of
people who live in the mountain area
do not have records of the births and
deaths of people who live in that
area. However, in Zion a record is
kept, and the Lord Himself writes it.
Zion of old is a type of the Church of
God.
Hebrews 12:22-23 says this:
"But ye are come unto mount Sion,
and unto the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels, To
the general assembly and church of
the firstborn, which are written in
heaven, and to God the Judge of all,
and to the spirits of just men made
perfect." Membership in old Israel
was strictly by literal birth, which
produced a literal genealogy. The
New Testament church is the same
except membership is based on spiritual birth and spiritual genealogy. A
name is recorded when a person is
born again. When one experiences
the new birth, his name is automatically recorded in the Lamb's Book of
Life.
We studied in the previous
message that Christ is the door of the
church, and only He knows who
comes through the door. No more is
there a literal birth or genealogy. It is
not necessary, and it is not a deciding
factor any longer. It makes no difference what your culture is. It makes
no difference whether you are short
or tall, skinny or fat. When you meet
the conditions set forth in God's
Word and pass through the door of
4

Jesus Christ, you become a member
of New Testament Israel and a fullfledged child of God.
Rightly Divide the
Word of Truth
Now, I know what millennialists
say about a future reign. They say
that God will visit the Jews once
more and give them another chance,
but there is absolutely no truth in this
teaching. What brings these teachings about? It happens when people
do not rightly divide the Word of
Truth. What did Paul tell Timothy in
2 Timothy 2:15? He instructed, "Study to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth."
When I was a child and living at
home, I wanted to make sure that
when my mother cut a cake that I got
a piece that was equal to my
brother's and sister's piece. I did not
want my mother to cut mine smaller.
If anything, I wanted her to cut a
larger slice of cake for me. Sometimes children complain and grumble
if they do not get just the right size.
Well, the Word of God needs to be
rightly divided.
You cannot build a church on
just one verse of Scripture. For
example, if you talk to a Pentecostal,
it will not be long before he will lead
you to Acts 2:38. If you talk to someone from the Church of Christ, soon
he will lead you to Scriptures dealing
with water baptism. If you talk to a
Seventh-Day Adventist, it will not be
long until he will lead you to the Ten
Commandments. When you talk to
Church of God people, they should
be able to rightly divide the Word of
Truth and use the whole Book.
The millennialists say that God
has something in the future for the
literal Jew. There is the problem
when it comes to tribulations, the
rapture, and the millennium. Those
teachings fit in Israel of old. Today
we are under a new Israel, it is a new
Jerusalem, a new covenant. Let us
see where this error comes from.
Genesis 12:7 reads, "And the LORD
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appeared unto Abram, and said,
Unto thy seed will I give this land:
and there builded he an altar unto the
LORD, who appeared unto him."
Millennialists take that seed to be a
literal seed, but you notice the word
seed is singular.
We read in Genesis 22:15-18:
"And the angel of the LORD called
unto Abraham out of heaven the
second time, And said, By myself
have I sworn, saith the LORD, for
because thou hast done this thing,
and hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son: That in blessing I will bless
thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is
upon the sea shore; and thy seed
shall possess the gate of his enemies;
And in thy seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed; because thou
hast obeyed my voice."
Here Abraham was on Mount
Moriah. He was sent there to sacrifice his son Isaac as a burnt offering.
However, as the knife was raised, an
angel called to him out of Heaven
and told him not to lay his hand upon
the lad. We know that God provided
another sacrifice. When Abraham
looked, a ram was caught in the
thicket by his horns. The angel mentioned the seed again to Abraham,
but this time he said in Abraham's
seed shall all nations of the earth be
blessed, not just the Jewish nation.
All literal genealogy stopped at the
birth of Jesus Christ.
The New Testament Jew
Matthew, the first Book of the
New Testament, gives us the genealogy of Jesus Christ. We know that
Matthew, being a Jew, wrote primarily to the Jews. A Jewish writer was
of no account if he did not mention
genealogy. What is that? That is the
bloodline.
Verse 17 states, "So all the
generations from Abraham to David
are fourteen generations; and from
David until the carrying away into
Babylon are fourteen generations;
and from the carrying away into
Babylon unto Christ are fourteen

generations." The Jewish genealogies stopped with Jesus Christ. No
more can anybody claim literal
genealogy and receive God's special
blessings because of what their
bloodline was.
People need to stop trying to
prop Israel up as receiving something out in the future. The Word of
God said in Genesis, all nations
would be blessed: that takes in the
Jews, the Gentiles, the pagans, and
the heathens—it takes in all of them.
All nations will be blessed. Galatians
3:8 says, "And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In
thee shall all nations be blessed."
The heathen would be justified.
Who are the heathens? I know this
will not go down well with some
people, especially with those who
think highly of themselves, but if you
look up the word, you will find that a
heathen is one who does not acknowledge God. That was the condition I was once in, as were many
others, but the blood of Jesus Christ
changed all of that.
What does the Word of God say
about a New Testament Jew? Who is
the New Testament Jew today? Roman 2:28-29 reads: "For he is not a
Jew, which is one outwardly; neither
is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew,
which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit,
and not in the letter; whose praise is
not of men, but of God." That is who
a New Testament Jew is. You are a
New Testament Jew if you are
saved. You are a part of the new
Jerusalem; you are under a new covenant. You have a new sacrifice, and
everything about you is new. There
is no place in God's Word or in theology to put literal Israel, as if God
has something special for literal Israel in the future. Literal Israel, if
they ever get in, will have to get in
the same way you and I got in,
through Jesus Christ.
In studying the message on
tribulation, I saw that some of the
erroneous teachings came about

because people were not rightly dividing the Word of Truth. They were
not really studying to show themselves approved unto God. They
were studying to show themselves
approved unto men.
Unbelief
An Israelite is not an Israelite by
physical birth any longer. I am talking about an Israelite under God's
blessing. Romans 9:1-8 tells us: "I
say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my
conscience also bearing me witness
in the Holy Ghost, That I have great
heaviness and continual sorrow in
my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for
my brethren, my kinsmen according
to the flesh: Who are Israelites; to
whom pertaineth the adoption, and
the glory, and the covenants, and the
giving of the law, and the service of
God, and the promises; Whose are
the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is
over all, God blessed for ever.
Amen.
"Not as though the word of God
hath taken none effect. For they are
not all Israel, which are of Israel:
Neither, because they are the seed of
Abraham, are they all children: but,
In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That
is, They which are the children of the
flesh, these are not the children of
God: but the children of the promise
are counted for the seed."
They are not all Israel which are
of Israel, only those who are accepted by Jesus Christ. The Israel of
old was rejected because of unbelief.
Romans 11:16-24 states: "For if the
firstfruit be holy, the lump is also
holy: and if the root be holy, so are
the branches. And if some of the
branches be broken off, and thou,
being a wild olive tree, wert grafted
in among them, and with them
partakest of the root and fatness of
the olive tree; Boast not against the
branches. But if thou boast, thou
bearest not the root, but the root
thee.
"Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be
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grafted in. Well; because of unbelief
they were broken off, and thou
standest by faith. Be not highminded,
but fear: For if God spared not the
natural branches, take heed lest he
also spare not thee. Behold therefore
the goodness and severity of God: on
them which fell, severity; but toward
thee, goodness, [What is the condition?] if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut
off.
"And they also, if they abide not
still in unbelief, shall be grafted in:
for God is able to graft them in
again. [In other words, they were
God's people once, but because of
unbelief, they were broken off. However, they are able to be grafted in
again if they turn from unbelief and
accept Jesus Christ.] For if thou wert
cut out of the olive tree which is wild
by nature, and wert grafted contrary
to nature into a good olive tree: how
much more shall these, which be the
natural branches, be grafted into
their own olive tree?"
The reason there is so much false
doctrine is that people love it so.
Jeremiah 5:31 says, "The prophets
prophesy falsely, and the priests bear
rule by their means; and my people
love to have it so: and what will ye
do in the end thereof?" Jeremiah said
the priests rule, and they govern
according to their means, and people
love it so. They govern the people
with false prophesy and false direction. The Scripture says, "My people
love to have it so." Why is that? Why
would people love to hear lies? Why
would they love false prophesies?
Why would they rather hear manmade prophesies than God's prophesies? Why do people love to have it
so? It lightens the yoke of God's law,
because people do not like it.
What did the Jews tell Jesus
Christ? They said they did not want
this Man to rule over them because
they wanted a lighter yoke. Jesus
said His yoke is easy and His burden
is light, but the yoke of God is altogether different from the yoke of
man. The yoke of God produces
righteousness and holiness in this
present world, but the yoke of man is
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contrary to the Word of God. The
yoke of man produces deception and
seduction, and it lightens the yoke. It
removes the fear of God from the
conscience, and men and women are
content to have it so.
Which Family Are You In?
Jeremiah asked a question when
he finished that verse of Scripture.
He asked, "What will ye do in the
end thereof?" There is an end to everything. Young person, even you
have an end somewhere out in the
future. Do not think just because you
are not elderly or grey-headed that
the end is a long way off. You do not
know that. Every step is taking us
nearer to the end. It would seem to
be of great importance at the end
what has been the direction of our
course.
People have the tendency to love
preachers who console them in their
wrong. They love preachers who
ignore the Word of God and rule by
their means. The seed that God was
to bless all nations with was Jesus
Christ. Galatians 3:13-16 tells us:
"Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse
for us: for it is written, Cursed is
every one that hangeth on a tree:
That the blessing of Abraham might
come on the Gentiles through Jesus
Christ; that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith.
Brethren, I speak after the manner
of men; Though it be but a man's
covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no
man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.
Now to Abraham and his seed were
the promises made. He saith not,
And to seeds, as of many; but as of
one, And to thy seed, which is
Christ."
Galatians 3:28-29 reads: "There
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither
male nor female: for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's,
then are ye Abraham's seed, and
heirs according to the promise."
There are only two families living in
this world, and we are a part of one
or the other. I know some of these
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things may be hard for you to swallow, but you belong to one family or
the other. One family lives in sin and
practices sin; sin is commonplace in
that family. That family is under the
reign of the devil.
First John 3:8-10 states: "He that
committeth sin is of the devil; for the
devil sinneth from the beginning. For
this purpose the Son of God was
manifested [or made known], that he
might destroy the works of the devil.
[What are the works of the devil?
Sin.] Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the
children of God are manifest, and the
children of the devil: whosoever
doeth not righteousness is not of
God, neither he that loveth not his
brother."
Why did John write so much
about brotherly love? Let me tell you
why he wrote about it. John was off
the Isle of Patmos and was back at
Ephesus when he wrote this. What
were the conditions? One of the first
signs of apostasy is a lack of brotherly love, and he wrote about brotherly love many times in this epistle.
What made the difference between
the children of sin and the children of
righteousness? The seed. What kind
of seed is in you? Christ's seed not
only saves you from sin but keeps
you from sin and separates you from
the defilement of this world. Christ's
seed will help you to live righteously
and to love your brothers and sisters.
Is Your Name in the
Book of Life?
There is also another seed. In
Isaiah 1:4 the prophet wrote, "Ah
sinful nation, a people laden with
iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children
that are corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked
the Holy One of Israel unto anger,
they are gone away backward." What
seed is in you? It is one or the other.
If sin is in your life, if you are under
sin's control, then your father is the
devil, spiritually speaking. Either you
belong to the family of God or you
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belong to the family of the devil.
Either the devil is controlling you or
God is controlling you.
What did Jesus tell the Jews?
The Jews always brought up Abraham or Moses if they wanted to defend themselves. Jesus told the Jews
who claimed to have Abraham as
their father in John 8:44, "Ye are of
your father the devil [that is very
strong], and the lusts [or desires] of
your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and
abode not in the truth, because there
is no truth in him, [Who did he murder? He was a murderer of souls. He
was not once an angel in Heaven. He
never abode in the Truth. There is no
truth in him. Jesus said he was a
murderer from the beginning, and
you cannot go back any further than
the beginning.] When he speaketh a
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is
a liar, and the father of it."
You may say, "I love God, but I
don't want to serve Him right now."
You do not truly love God. Jesus
said in John 14:15, "If ye love me,
keep my commandments." If you
love God, you will obey Him. His
commandments are not grievous;
they are not burdensome.
There is no way that man could
keep track of people going in and out
the door, Jesus Christ. Man could
not keep track of those who have sin
in their lives and those who do not.
Why? Man looks on the outward
appearance, but God looks on the
heart. When we are saved, or born
again, our names are written in the
Lamb's Book of Life. Who is the
Lamb? Jesus Christ. As long as one
has spiritual life, his name will remain there. When one fails to overcome for whatever reason, his name
is blotted out. Who erases it? God
erases it, not man.
Again, man does not know when
somebody commits sin. You could
be committing sin in the darkness of
the night when no one is around you.
Perhaps nobody saw you do wrong,
but God saw you. That is the reason
He has to be the secretary of the
church. He has to be the One who
keeps track of the members. Only He

knows those who have life and those
who do not have life.
We read in Revelation 3:5 that
Jesus said, "He that overcometh, the
same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name
out of the book of life, but I will
confess his name before my Father,
and before his angels." The names
written in the Book of Life are

overcomers. I trust that you can see
that the secretary of the Church of
God is Christ, and He is the only one
who knows the true condition of
every heart. He is the only one who
knows what is on the inside. He is
the only one who sees you all the
time. He sees your actions and your
attitudes. He knows more about you
than your mother and your father. He

knows more about you than your
husband or your wife. He sees your
heart. Where are the people born?
They are born in Zion. What is Zion?
It is a type of the Church of the Living God. Are you a part of her?
(Compact Disc TR-1349E)

December 27-30
Make your reservations now to come and
worship the Lord with us in an
old-fashioned meeting at God's Acres, Newark, Ohio
The first service begins Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Send reservations to:
Bro. or Sis. David L. Bush
725 N. Cedar Street
Newark, Oh 43055
Or call (740) 345-1213

GospelTrumpeter.com • November 2015

7

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Brother Larry Dishman
God's Gift to Undeserving Men
My message comes in the form
of a question: How can a free gift be
so costly? Perhaps you have heard it
said that the best things in life are
free. This is especially true when we
consider that the best thing in life is
the gift of God—eternal life. A high
cost was paid to offer this gift, and a
high cost must be paid to receive this
gift. You may ask, "How can that
be?" This paradox can sometimes be
difficult to comprehend; however,
the teachings of Jesus are so often
found in the form of a paradox.
In the Beatitudes in Matthew
5:3-6 we read: "Blessed are the poor
in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are they that mourn:
for they shall be comforted. Blessed
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are the meek: for they shall inherit
the earth. Blessed are they which do
hunger and thirst after righteousness:
for they shall be filled." Upon closer
examination, such paradoxes are not
really contradictions, but rather expressions of very important spiritual
truths.
In this lesson I want you to
consider this: How is it that this gift
is free, yet it is very costly? Many
have a wrong concept about how
salvation is obtained. They think
salvation is earned by doing good
works. As the church, we believe
that after you are saved, you will
have good works. I believe James
bears that out. If a person has genuine faith, it will produce good works,
but you cannot work your way into
salvation.
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I would like for you to consider
this statement made by a devout
Muslim. He said: "All my life I have
obeyed the Koran and worshiped
Allah faithfully. If after death I find
there is no paradise with which a
man may be comforted, as the Koran promises, I shall feel that I have
been miserably cheated." Many professing Christians have a similar
concept of attaining salvation by
their good works. They believe that
because of the life they live, because
of the witnessing that they do, because they are generous in their
giving, and because of their faithful
attendance to church, somehow
these things are going to get them to
Heaven. However, salvation is
God's gift to undeserving men. It is
offered while we are yet sinners.

Even while we were enemies, Christ
died for us.
Romans 5:6-8 says: "For when
we were yet without strength, in due
time Christ died for the ungodly. For
scarcely for a righteous man will one
die: yet peradventure for a good man
some would even dare to die. But
God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Christ died
for us, not because we loved God,
but because God loved us. The Bible
says in 1 John 4:10, "Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that he
loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins." Salvation is
offered to all who will receive it.
Let us look at a couple of verses
that speak of the gift of God being
free. Revelation 21:6 states, "And he
said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the
end. I will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of
life freely." We read in Revelation
22:17, "And the Spirit and the bride
say, Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come. And let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely." According to these verses, salvation is offered freely, but that does not mean
it costs us nothing. Indeed, we shall
see that nothing in all the universe
has cost so much.
What Did This Gift Cost?
What did this gift that we enjoy
cost the Father? John 3:16 says, "For
God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life." It
cost Heaven the very best; God gave
His Son. Many times as I think about
how God gave His Son, I know that
He did not have to, but He did it
because He loved us.
I am reminded of an old preacher
who has gone on to his reward.
Many years ago he told of being in a
revival and receiving a telephone call
that his little girl was in the hospital.
His only daughter was at the point of
death. He drove throughout the night

to get home. When he arrived at the
hospital, there was barely any life left
in her, so little that she could not
even speak, but uttered a faint whisper.
When she saw her daddy, she
tried to say something, but he could
not understand her. He bent over the
hospital bed and put his ear right
next to her mouth. He heard the faint
whisper, "Can't you help me?" That
preacher said that if he would have
had the money, there was nothing he
would not have given to save his
daughter's life. No price would have
been too high.
When I think about that, I think
about Jesus Christ hanging on the
Cross. God could have helped Him.
God could have helped His Son and
sent all of us to hell; but because
God loved us, He turned His back on
His only Son. We read in Romans
8:32, "He that spared not his own
Son, but delivered him up for us all,
how shall he not with him also freely
give us all things?" It cost God the
sacrifice of His only begotten Son.
He did not spare His Son in an effort
to save us from our sins. It cost God
the Father and God the Son in order
for us to have this free gift.
Philippians 2:5-8 tells us: "Let
this mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery
to be equal with God: But made
himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men:
And being found in fashion as a man,
he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross."
The gift of salvation cost Jesus
the renunciation of the glory and the
majesty which He had with the Father before coming to this world.
Friend, it cost Jesus the humiliation
of servitude, even to the point of
suffering and finally dying by crucifixion upon the cruel tree. It cost
God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost. We read in 2
Thessalonians 2:13-14: "But we are
bound to give thanks alway to God
for you, brethren beloved of the
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Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth: Whereunto he
called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." It cost the Holy Spirit a
ministry through the ages of patiently wooing the stubborn hearts of
sinful men through the call of the
Gospel. He has suffered long with
men who have treated Him ill, being
grieved when they resisted Him.
Dear one, each person of the Trinity
of the Godhead has paid dearly to
make this great gift of salvation
possible to mankind.
The Complete Surrender of Self
Certainly from the viewpoint of
its provision, we can see the high
cost of a free gift, but the acceptance
of this gift is also very costly. Ephesians 2:8 says, "It is the gift of God,"
speaking of the fact that it does not
cost money. Salvation does not cost
you anything, but to live for Jesus
and to be His disciple will cost you
some things. I would like for you to
really count the cost. It cost the denial of self and the renunciation of
much that men hold dear. The Apostle Paul, who gladly paid the cost,
expressed this very vividly in several
passages of Scripture. In Galatians
2:20 he said, "I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me."
Paul said in Philippians 3:7-8:
"But what things were gain to me,
those I counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for
whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and do count them but dung,
that I may win Christ." One cannot
accept Christ and His salvation on
lesser terms than the complete surrender of self to Jesus Christ. Grace
is free, but it is costly.
Cheap grace is a deadly enemy
of the Church of the Living God.
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Cheap grace means the justification
of sin without the justification of the
sinner. That is what we are seeing in
the religious world. Cheap grace is
preaching forgiveness without
requiring repentance, without church
discipline and without confession.
Cheap grace without discipleship is
grace without the Cross, grace
without Jesus Christ.
God's grace, thank God, is still
free today, but there is a price to pay.
Nowhere is this stated more clearly
than in the Book of Mark, where
Jesus said in Mark 8:34, "And when
he had called the people unto him
with his disciples also, he said unto
them, Whosoever will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow me." This is
what makes the Gospel of Christ
hard for many people to accept. They
want to accept Jesus as Savior, but
not as Lord of their lives.
Books and tracts are being printed that say you can accept Jesus as
Savior and accept Him as Lord, but
they also say these are separate acts,
but these two are inseparable. The
Bible brings the two together in
Luke 2:11, which states, "For unto
you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord." You cannot have Him as your
Savior without accepting Him as
your Lord. Jesus made it very clear
in Luke 6:46 when He said, "And
why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do
not the things which I say?" Notice
how Christ brought the two together.
In Acts 2:36 we read, "Therefore let
all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both
Lord and Christ." Acts 10:36 tells us,
"The word which God sent unto the
children of Israel, preaching peace
by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all)."
Even religious leaders who have
led people to think otherwise are
beginning to see the error of this way
of thinking. As the church today, we
dare not insist that what is so costly
for God shall come easily to us. No
man can accept Jesus as Savior of
the soul without accepting Him as
Lord of his life. That is what it costs
10

to be a Christian, accepting Him as
Lord of your life.
The Cost of Discipleship
Jesus Himself made it so very
clear when He warned His hearers
that the cost of discipleship is high. If
you do not think it is, I ask you to
read Luke 14:25-33, which states:
"And there went great multitudes
with him: and he turned, and said
unto them, If any man come to me,
and hate not his father, and mother,
and wife, and children, and brethren,
and sisters, yea, and his own life
also, he cannot be my disciple. And
whosoever doth not bear his cross,
and come after me, cannot be my
disciple. For which of you, intending
to build a tower, sitteth not down
first, and counteth the cost, whether
he have sufficient to finish it?
"Lest haply, after he hath laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish
it, all that behold it begin to mock
him, Saying, This man began to
build, and was not able to finish. Or
what king, going to make war
against another king, sitteth not
down first, and consulteth whether
he be able with ten thousand to meet
him that cometh against him with
twenty thousand? Or else, while the
other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not
all that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple."
A cost is involved in this free
gift. The Lordship of Jesus over self,
life, and possessions must be acknowledged if we are to know Him
as Savior and Lord. Of course, you
will remember that before Paul met
the risen Christ, the Apostle Paul's
name was Saul. One of the costs of
discipleship is the loss of your own
identity. Another is the sacrifice of
personal freedom. What you need to
remember is that freedom in Christ
is not freedom to do your own thing.
It is freedom to choose Christ over
the ways of the world. That is the
freedom that you have, not to do
what you want to and not to sin more
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or less every day. You are to choose
Christ over the ways of the world.
Paul made it clear that to accept
Christ is to change your slavery to
sin and death for obedience to Jesus
Christ. People today must realize
that Jesus' commission to His disciples was to preach repentance and
remission of sin.
We read in Luke 24:47, "And
that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name
among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem." There is no remission
apart from repentance, and repentance involves the whole life.
What does repentance involve?
Second Corinthians 7:10-11 says:
"For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented
of: but the sorrow of the world
worketh death. For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a
godly sort, what carefulness it
wrought in you, yea, what clearing
of yourselves, yea, what indignation,
yea, what fear, yea, what vehement
desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what
revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this
matter." You should have not only
sorrow for the past, which leads to
repentance, but also zeal and fervor
for the future. That affects how you
live. Repentance is, therefore, the
abandoning of your own selfish way
to God's way in obedience and
fellowship with Him.
Counting the Cost
The religious world and modern
preachers are saying, "Just accept
Christ and be saved." That is the
appeal of the religious preachers and
teachers of our day. Many people
assume that it is a matter of just
accepting Christ with no strings
attached. However, consider the
words of Christ when He said in
John 14:21-23: "He that hath my
commandments, and keepeth them,
he it is that loveth me: and he that
loveth me shall be loved of my
Father, and I will love him, and will
manifest myself to him. Judas saith
unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is

it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto
us, and not unto the world? Jesus
answered and said unto him, If a
man love me, he will keep my
words: and my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him."
Receiving Jesus requires a full
surrender to the Lordship of Christ
and a sincere acceptance of His commandments. That is the reason the
gift of salvation, while it is offered
freely in the Word of God, still comes with a high cost. Salvation cannot be earned. Salvation cannot be
merited by any amount of good
deeds. Even after a lifetime of diligent obedience, we are still unworthy
servants. Luke 17:10 says, "So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all
those things which are commanded
you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was
our duty to do." The Lordship of
Jesus Christ rightly demands full
surrender to His authority.
When talking to people about
counting the cost, seemingly all they
can think about is what they will
have to give up. Some say, "Well, I
would have to dress differently."
They are not willing to pay that
price. Others say: "If I were to get
saved, I would have to quit smoking;
it is going to cost me" or "If I were to
get saved, I would have to quit
drinking; it is going to cost me my
booze" or "If I were to get saved, it
would cost me my drug addiction."
All of that is true. It would cost you
those things that you know are sinful.
You would have to give them up.
However, it is best to go ahead and
give those things up immediately and
not try to taper off.
You need to sell out to God and
give up sin. Thousands have, and it
has worked for them. God is longsuffering. If you make a mistake or if
you fail God, do not quit. You
should repent and get forgiveness
and go on living for God. I encourage you to just go cold turkey, so to
speak, and give up that which is
sinful immediately.
While you are thinking about the
cost, you also need to consider the

cost if you do not get saved. You
need to calculate that into the equation. While you are thinking about
what you have to give up, you need
to think about what it will cost you if
you do not give up sin, because
someday you are going to give up
the beer, the alcohol, and the drugs.
All the things that keep people from
getting saved, they are going to give
up at the end of life anyway. Some
have said (and I personally believe it
to be true) that the alcoholic will still
crave the booze and the drug addict
will still crave the drugs in hell, but
there will be no way to get those
vices there. You might as well get
delivered now while there is time
and opportunity. These addictions
are real, friend. I encourage young
people not to get started down that
road.
The Way of the Transgressor
Some time ago, I asked the men
from Mercy House to stand and
testify about what drugs and alcohol
had done to their lives. Every one of
them agreed that sin took them further than they wanted to go, cost
them more than they wanted to pay,
and kept them longer than they wanted to stay. They all agreed.
I asked them, "As a young
person, how many of you decided
that you wanted to grow up to be a
drug addict or an alcoholic so that
you could go to Mercy House?" Not
one of them planned on that. Friend,
do not start fooling around with these
vices, because they will get a stronger and stronger hold on you. That is
what happened to them. Sin kept
getting a stronger hold on them until
finally they lost their jobs, their marriages, and their homes. They even
lost the clothes off their backs. Then
because they did not have a job, they
had to steal to buy drugs or alcohol.
This is what sin does: it will get hold
of you. If you start drinking a little, a
little leads to a little more. You have
to drink more the next time to get
drunk. In order to get that buzz, you
have to have more. That is the way it
is with drugs also. You have to have
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more, and it gets so expensive that
you cannot afford it. You start stealing and cheating in order to satisfy
those cravings.
Do you know what those men
say? "The way of the transgressor is
hard." You need to calculate that
when you count the cost. The way of
the transgressor is thickly polluted
with people, because the crowd is
there. The majority of all classes of
people, whether they are the rich,
the poor, the young, the old, the
learned, or the illiterate, are there.
You can go to any country, any
neighborhood, any city, any rank of
life, any profession, any trade, any
circle of people, and the majority of
those people are heading down the
road to destruction. The way is manifestly evil; it is not the right way.
Many do not attempt to deny it, but
they will tell you that they are sinners. The life of any dedicated
Christian compared to the life of one
going down this one-way path will
greatly show that it is the wrong
road to travel.
Someone may ask, "Do you
really think that the way of the transgressor is hard?" I found out myself
when I was eighteen years of age. It
is a hard road to travel. I got off that
road, and by the grace of God, I am
never going down that road again. I
had enough of that road. It produced
bitter adversity. Many have spent
their whole existence in support of
some sin. Large estates have been
wasted. Bright men and women
have been blighted. Nakedness and
starvation are very often the direct
results of sin.
I want you to think about these
things as you count the cost. Look at
others and look where sin led them.
Look at what it cost them. It often
involves its victims in utter disgrace.
How many have fallen out of respectability? How many have left
the country or retired into obscurity
because of the reputation transgression has given them? Transgression
will leave you with a bad reputation.
It often causes extreme suffering
and anguish.
You can go to the prisons and
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look at those who are shut off from
society. Do you know what they say?
"The way of the transgressor is
hard." You can go to the mental
institutions and see what sin has
done. If they have their right minds
at all, they would say: "The way of
the transgressor is hard." If you go to
the hospitals and see folks groaning
with pain and disease, you will see
some who are suffering because of
sin. Life does not start out that way,
but that is the end of it, because the
wages of sin is death.
Sin often causes premature and
awful deaths. Look at the Biblical
impious Pharaoh, the suicide of King
Saul, the traitor Judas Iscariot, and
Ananias and Sapphira; then take a
look at our own time. Bodies are
found here and there, homes are
invaded and the residents are killed.
Murder carries its victims into eternal sorrow. The Bible says the way
of the transgressor is hard.
Total Submission to Christ
As you are counting the cost, you
need to look beyond this life. What is
it going to cost you in eternity? What
is it going to cost you if you keep
turning down God? Psalm 9:17 says,
"The wicked shall be turned into hell,
and all the nations that forget God."
Friend, there is a lot of suffering in
this old world, but all the suffering in
this world is not even a drop in the

ocean compared to the divine wrath
that is going to come on the sinner.
Look again at the way of the
transgressor. You should look at it
with alarm and dread. Think, and
then pause for a moment. I am begging you to stop for a moment and
think before you take one more step
down the path of the transgressor.
What are you doing? You should run
from transgression as fast as your
feet can carry you. You should run
from your sins as fast as you can and
run toward God. Remember, in the
eyes of God, there are only two kinds
of people: those who are on the road
to Heaven and those who are on the
road to hell. There is no middle of
the road.
Which road are you on? Yes,
salvation is a free gift, but it is very
costly. It cost God more than Heaven
can declare. It cost Jesus the agony
and the shame of the Cross. Even
today it costs the Holy Spirit who
speaks to woo you through the Gospel. If the Holy Ghost has been talking to you, you need to realize that
you grieve Him when you say no.
It costs everyone who truly
believes the total submission of self
to the rightful claims of Jesus Christ
on their lives and souls. For all who
would be His for time and eternity,
Jesus has paid the high cost to offer
you the gift of salvation. Have you
paid the high cost of accepting Him?
Please do not pay the high cost

of dying in sin. I am telling you,
friend, it is more than you want to
pay. If things in your life are not
what they need to be, you can come
before the Lord and find forgiveness. Just as the prodigal son found
a loving father back home, you will
find a Heavenly Father who is ready
to forgive you and restore you to the
place where you ought to be.
The wise person will not
experience the hard ways of the
transgressor. If you are a wise person, you will learn from the sufferings of others. You will avoid the
path of wickedness that you see in
others' lives and where it has led
them. Indeed, if you are a wise person, you will recognize that obedience to God's commandments is the
best life available. You will say, "I
want Jesus as my Savior," and you
will also say, "I want Him as my
Lord." The only way you can have
Him as your Savior is to accept Him
as your Lord.
Have you counted the cost?
Have you thought about eternity? I
have been honest with you. I have
told you what it is going to cost you
both ways. If you do not get saved,
it is going to cost you in this life and
in the life to come. What are you
going to do? What decision are you
going to make?
(Compact Disc TR-1192)

N O ANXIOUS C ARE
"Be anxious for nothing"
(Philippians 4:6)
How could my heart be anxious?
When He who keeps the universe in motion
Within His hand my little life doth hold?
If He can hang the earth in space,
And guide its orbit,
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If He can make the winds,
And halt their play,
Full well I know He'll keep my soul from
faltering,
And guide it surely in His chosen way.
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[Guest Editorial — continued from page 2]

idea that they do not need God. Satan has convinced many people that
they are capable of caring for themselves with no need of help from
above. Nothing could be further
from the truth and reality. Jeremiah
10:23 states, "O LORD, I know that
the way of man is not in himself: it
is not in man that walketh to direct
his steps." Without God's help we
weak mortals would be able to do
nothing.
Considering the spiritual aspect
of God's blessings, we well know

that America has been given greater
light and understanding of God's
Word than any other nation. In
many countries there is either no
light of Truth at all or the light is
shining very dim. We are greatly
blessed have knowledge and understanding, but with all that, we are
extremely responsible to others.
Jesus spoke in Luke 12:48b and
said, "For unto whomsoever much is
given, of him shall be much
required." God expects us to be
thankful for our spiritual blessings
and to verbally express our gratitude

to Him and to others. The greatest
expression of thankfulness to the
Lord is shown by obedience to Him
through honoring His Word and
walking in the light. Thankfulness is
more than just mere words from our
lips; it calls for action in our daily
living. Demonstrate your thankfulness by living a life that is pleasing
to Him and praise Him continually
with your lips from a truly grateful
heart.
Selected

Your Place
Is your place a small place?
Tend it with care; He set you there.
Is your place a large place?
Guard it with care! He set you there.
Whate'er your place, it is not yours alone, but His who set you there.
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Choose Life

We point to two ways in life. If a
young man or a young lady whose feet
are lingering in soft, green meadows
and flowery paths will consider these
two ways soberly and earnestly before
moving onward, and choose the one
that truth and reason leads to honor,
success, and happiness, he or she will
wisely choose the noble life. Every
youth should form at the outset of his
career the solemn purpose to make
the most and the best of the powers
that God has given him. He should
turn to the best possible account of
every outward advantage within his
reach and decide at once upon a noble
purpose, and then take it up bravely,
bear it joyfully, and lay it down triumphantly.
Life is grand. God made it glorious. One should take life like a
man—take it just as it is—as an earnest, vital, essential affair, take it
just as though it were a grand opportunity to do and achieve, to carry
forward good for the Lord, to help and
cheer the suffering, the weary, and
the brokenhearted.
We counsel the young man or the
young woman, as the case may be,
never to despair. If he can make nothing by any work that presents itself
now, he can at least make himself
never to be cast down by misfortunes.
If a spider breaks his web, over and
over he will mend it again. Do not fall
behind the very insect on your walls.
If the sun is going down, look up to
the stars; if the earth is dark, keep
your eyes on heaven. With the presence and promise of God, you can
bear up under anything and should
press on and never falter or fear. Do
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not rely upon others, but let there be
in your own bosom a calm, deep, decided, and all-pervading principle.
Look to God to aid you in the task
before you and firmly plant your foot
on the right. Let others live as they
please—tainted by low tastes, debasing passions, a moral putrefaction. Be
the salt of the earth; incorrupt in
your inmost thoughts and feelings;
your manners blameless; your views
of duty not narrow, false, and destructive, but a savor of life to all
around you. Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with the
salt of truth, honor, manliness, and
benevolence.
Now, dear reader, a word in
conclusion. Have you ever thought of
the influence of a life? You know that
God has made you, fashioned all your
members, and breathed into you the
breath of life. You need to stop and
think for what purpose He has done
so. Surely He did not intend to form
you and place you in this world for no
higher end than that you might live
to yourself, seeking only your own
gratification. No, you cannot think so.
He formed you for His glory, placed
you here, and gave you a work to do
for Him.
You must exercise the influence
of a life. There are only two
sides—God's and Satan's. Your life
must exercise an influence on some
around you, either for good or evil. It
must do so even if that influence be
unconscious. Oh, rest not till you can
say from your heart that you belong
to God and that your desire is that
God's great gift to you of life may be
used for His glory, that the love of
GospelTrumpeter.com • November 2015

Jesus in your own heart may constrain you to seek to lead others to
Him also, and that the Holy Spirit
may bless to those around you the
influence of your life. All may not
know how much God has used them
for His glory, but be assured that no
Christian life is spent in vain. What
you know not now Christ has said you
shall know hereafter. Your duty is to
reflect your Savior's light, leaving in
His hands the effect that light shall
produce on others.
The writer of this article is hoping that its young readers will pause
and think how solemn a thing it is to
live, is hoping to lead them to consider that the great gift of life has
been given to them by God, not to be
frittered away in the vain follies of
the world, but to be spent in the service of their blessed Savior, whose
yoke they will find to be easy and
whose burden is light. This is the
earnest prayer of the writer to Him
whose blessing alone maketh the
words of man of any avail.
One has well said:
Thou must be true to thyself
If thou the truth wouldst teach;
Thy soul must overflow if thou
Another's soul would reach;
It needs the overflow of heart
To give the lips full speech.
Think truly, and thy thoughts
Shall the world's famine feed;
Speak truly and each word of thine
Shall be a truthful seed;
Life truly, and thy life shall be
A great and noble creed.
Selected

1 Corinthians 13:11 When I was
a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a
child: but when I became a man, I
put away childish things.
Luke 12:35 Let your loins be
girded about, and your lights burning;
36 And ye yourselves like unto
men that wait for their lord, when he
will return from the wedding; that

when he cometh and knocketh, they
may open unto him immediately.
37 Blessed are those servants,
whom the lord when he cometh shall
find watching: verily I say unto you,
that he shall gird himself, and make
them to sit down to meat, and will
come forth and serve them.
38 And if he shall come in the
second watch, or come in the third
watch, and find them so, blessed are

those servants.
39 And this know, that if the
goodman of the house had known
what hour the thief would come, he
would have watched, and not have
suffered his house to be broken
through.
40 Be ye therefore ready also:
for the Son of man cometh at an
hour when ye think not.

Brother Richard Talbot
"Quit You Like Men"
In this Scripture text we are instructed to be manly with a purpose,
and that purpose is to live as if we
really believe the Gospel message, to
live like we are truly waiting and
watching, to live in full belief that the
Lord Jesus' return is imminent. We
preach it, but too many times people
lose sight of His imminent return. It

could be tonight, it could be tomorrow, or it might not be for another
twenty years or longer. We have no
idea when He is coming, but we are
instructed to live as though we are
convinced that He could come now.
He could call you or me into judgment right now. We have to believe
that and live our lives accordingly. If
you do not believe it, then you are
going to pay little heed to the instrucGospelTrumpeter.com • November 2015

tions that Jesus gave.
People sometimes get away from
the fact that being aware and truly
watching and living every day, every
week, and every month, believing
and being convinced that the Lord's
return could be now. Many people
do not believe they could die tonight.
I do not believe that I am going to
die tonight; however, I believe it is
possible.
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I thought about the truck that
smashed into a bus out West and
killed those teenagers in the bus;
their deaths were immediate and
unexpected. You need to live as
though your end could come today.
First Corinthians 16:13 says, "Watch
ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you
like men, be strong." The phrase,
"Quit you like men," means to prove
yourself to be of a strong, steadfast
character. I am not only talking to
men and boys but also to women and
girls. You must learn to develop
some backbone and some determination about yourself. Every one of us,
male or female, is brought into this
same picture. When Paul was saying, "Quit you like men," he was not
talking only to the male population;
he was talking to everybody. He was
saying, "Get yourself together; get
your mind and your ambitions under
control; get your life in hand, because it could end at any moment."
The gist of this message should be
fairly clear since it is about the need
of the saints living with strong,
steadfast character in their lives.
Young lady, would you want to
marry a wimp or someone who has
no courage, strength, or backbone
about him? No, you want to marry
someone on whom you can count to
take care of you. You want someone
who is not afraid to work, someone
who is not afraid to get his hands
dirty, someone who is not afraid to
take leadership, someone who is not
afraid to shoulder responsibility.
God is looking for steadfast
characters who are not afraid to
stand in the face of the tormenter, in
the face of persecution, in the face of
trial, and in the face of an onslaught
by Satan. God wants men to serve
Him. Also, He wants sisters and the
young people to have the courage to
stand against the enemy of their
souls.
Proper Behavior
Dear one, you must come to the
place of putting away childish things.
There are some types of behaviors
that are acceptable as a child but
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become foolishness as one ages into
maturity. I do not want to put old
heads on young people. I do not
expect young people to act like older
men and women. I like to see young
people laugh, cut up, have fun, and
enjoy their youth. They need to have
a good time playing and laughing,
because those days are going to go
by fast. Soon there will be responsibilities they will have to shoulder,
and at a certain age, they need to put
off some childish things.
When one of my little grandsons
was about one year of age, he got his
first ice cream cone. We took pictures of him because he was hilarious. It was funny to see that ice
cream stuck on his nose and all over
his face. His cheeks were covered
with ice cream. He was playing with
it, eating it, and having a big time.
We thought that was great! It was
funny, but I surely would not want
him doing that today as an eight year
old. He is old enough to know better.
So what is acceptable at one point
ceases to be acceptable at another.
Behavioral concerns in little
children certainly must be corrected.
They must be trained and taught
proper conduct. I remember my son
when he was a young fellow. We
were trying to teach him how to eat
properly with a fork. He had gotten
into the habit of holding it in his fist,
which is not the proper way to hold a
fork. One should hold it between his
fingers and thumb and eat in a dignified manner. Adults need to put
away childish things. Children must
learn as they come to age, and coming to age means some things have to
cease as they move to another stage
of life.
We all know people who have
carried childish patterns of behavior
into adulthood. Sometimes older
people revert to childhood practices.
Childish behavior in an adult can
cost a man his respect by his acting
foolishly when he should be serious,
acting like he did not have an idea
what was going on when he should
have known what was going on.
Paying attention to things in life requires sober living, serious thoughts,
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and concentrating your mind on what
is right, good, and proper behavior.
You should not step into the trap
that the devil has to trip you up and
make you fall, causing you to come
to shame and disgrace because you
acted foolishly. Some things should
never be heard of among the saints
of God. Some sins are so disgraceful
they should never be found among
the saints of God. You must put
away childish behaviors, grow up,
and behave as saints of God ought to
behave.
Do Not Quit
As you quit yourself like a man,
you must put off immature thoughts
such as, "I don't need anyone to tell
me what to do." I have heard children say that. Sometimes children
say: "You're not my boss. I don't
need you to tell me what to do." It is
sad when grownups carry that same
attitude into adulthood and say, "I
don't need anybody to tell me what to
do; I know what I'm doing." That is
a childish statement. You need to put
away childish things and become a
man with strong, steadfast characteristics. We all need someone to tell us
what to do from time to time. We are
going to have somebody tell us what
to do throughout our lives.
We are instructed in God's Word
that a man is to do everything he can
to please his wife. God's Word
teaches that. The wife is to do everything she can to please her husband.
It all comes together. Sometimes I
have had to ask for advice from others, and I welcomed their help and
advice. I did not always do that, but
I grew into it. I learned that advice
from someone who has been down
the same road a little further than I
have can save me a lot of heartaches
and troubles if I will just listen.
The immature mind says, "I can
quit anytime I want to and do something else." That is an immature
mind. You may say: "I don't have to
do this. If I don't like what I'm doing,
I can just quit." People have lost jobs
over such foolishness. I have known
men who have walked off good-pay-

ing jobs just because they did not
like the way the boss was treating
them. Someone may get miffed in
the choir and say, "I will just quit." If
you quit, the choir will go right on. A
mature thought is to swallow your
pride, humble yourself, and thank
God you have a part in the choir.
You need to be thankful that you can
sing.
Unfortunately we are living in an
age of great weakness of character.
Churches across the country are
afflicted with a lot of spiritual weakness. People just cannot seem to
accept the pastor preaching hard
sermons. They do not like the
standard. People need to put away
childish things.
A mature thought is, no matter
how tired you are or how rough you
might have it or no matter how badly
your feelings have been hurt, you
cannot and you must not quit. You
need to go right on with the Lord.
Your feelings are going to get hurt.
The devil will come along and say:
"Why don't you quit? Those people
do not love you or care about you.
You should quit." That is what the
devil wants you to believe, but that is
not true. God's people do love you.
This is the devil's work, but a
mature-thinking person will turn
himself around and face himself
squarely in the mirror and say:
"Buddy, no matter how difficult this
thing is, you cannot, you must not,
and you will not quit. You must dig
and go deeper with the Lord and
stand on that solid foundation." You
must continue to stand on the Solid
Rock.
A mature man must have the
endurance to give service to God a
lifelong effort. He must make up his
mind that he is in this for good or
bad, sink or swim; he is serving the
Lord all the way through. Immaturity
will say: "Well, if that is the way they
feel, they do not recognize me the
way they should. I will just withhold
my tithes and offerings. I'll show
them." We need to put away childish
things.
Some people will do anything
they can to avoid a person that he or

she has bad feelings toward. He or
she does not want to be around that
person because he or she has a problem with that one. That is childish
and very immature. They should be
man enough or woman enough to go
right to that person and say: "I want
to apologize for the bad feelings that
I have held toward you. I thought
you said something about me, and I
am sorry that I felt that way. Will
you forgive me?" Why not be man or
woman enough to make amends?
Most problems could be solved with
a simple meeting together and clearing the air. The majority of situations
can be healed rather than one carrying a grudge or hurt feelings.
Sometimes the devil puts things
into the minds of good people, people who are really solid in the Truth.
The devil will put something in their
minds and make them believe it if
they are not careful. If you will put
away immature things, you will be a
lot happier and stronger, and you will
defeat the enemy a whole lot more in
your life.
Living Responsibly
A child must be told when to get
up, no matter how tired and sluggish
he feels, and sent to school. Mothers
have to get their children awake and
ready for the day. Children do not
usually get up on their own very
easily. Mother has to get things moving. A mature man should not have
to be forced out of bed in the morning to go to work. Young man, you
need to pay attention to this. Enjoy
your youth while you can, because
soon you will have to get a job.
I got my first part-time job when
I was in high school. I was working
about three or four evenings every
week, and I have never stopped
working to this day. Once you start,
you must finish. Work is your responsibility for the rest of your life.
You may not feel like going to work,
but you must get out there and make
some money, because you have to
put some food on the table. It is your
lot in life.
One time in thirty-seven years of
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driving the bus, I overslept. You
cannot allow that to become a habit
or you will get fired. An employer
cannot use you if you are not dependable and reliable. So it should
be in the service of the Lord. You
should not need the pastor to beg
you, plead with you, and pat you on
the back to get you to come to
church. Some people live for that pat
on the back. I want to encourage
people, but if you are looking for that
pat on the back, it is not going to
serve any good purpose.
You need to feel your responsibility of being in every service, unless of course, you are sick in bed,
not "sick" like some children who do
not want to go to school and say: "I
have a tummy ache. Mommy, I don't
feel well. I want to stay home." I
tried that on my mother one time,
and she sent me to bed for the whole
day. She said: "You cannot get out of
bed until that school bus comes back
this evening. If you are too sick to go
to school, you are too sick to play." I
had to stay in bed, and I did not do
that any more.
I have often wondered if God
really made people as sick as they
claim to be at church time, how
many would still be alive. Some
people stay home for the littlest excuses, yet they go to work on Monday with the same problem. One
may say, "I have a splitting headache, so I cannot come to church
today," but that same person would
not miss work because of a splitting
headache. Do you know why?
Money is involved. I have often said
if you could pay people seventy-five
dollars to come to church for both
services on Sunday, they would be
there even if they had to come in on
stretchers. They would come to
church for seventy-five dollars.
Sometimes you just need to grow up
and be an adult and bring yourself
into subjection to the Lord.
Dealing With Immaturity
Immaturity gets miffed. Immaturity will boycott the services, boycott
the choir, boycott a Sunday school
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class. Immaturity says: "I don't like
the way the Sunday school teacher
teaches, so I'm not going any more. I
will just go to the regular services."
Shame on you! What is the matter
with you? If you would spend more
time praying for the teacher and
supporting him, he might get better.
Everybody does not have the same
quality of teaching. We all are different, but everyone has a purpose to
serve. Every pastor has his calling
and his work to do; every choir
member has his or her duty; every
child of God has a responsibility. We
cannot allow foolishness, carelessness, or childishness to affect our
behavior.
When I was young, I had a
Sunday school teacher's class that I
did not like. He was a hard teacher.
He even gave us tests in Sunday
school, and some of us young people
rebelled and stood our ground. We
said that we had tests all week in
school, and there was no reason we
should come to church and be tested
too. I had to have that childish behavior driven out of me. Mom and
Dad, you cannot put up with that
kind of behavior in your children.
You need to tell them: "You are
going to do what your Sunday school
teacher says, whether you like it or
not. You're going to have the right
attitude, and you're going to behave
right, and I am going to see that you
do. If I have to punish you again
because of this behavior, you are
going to get far worse than you got
this time. I am going to ask your
teacher how you are acting. You may
not like everything, but you cannot
act childish about it."
A child reacts to being told no by
becoming miffed or by pouting.
Manliness must grow in the face of
disappointments. You need to trust
all things to God's will and purpose.
I like to use this example of Moses, that great man of God. God
worked many mighty things in his
life. Moses was counting on being
able to lead the children of Israel into
the Promised Land. That was what
his whole life was set up to do. His
whole ambition was geared to that.
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In the desert one day, Moses got
frustrated and upset with the way the
people were acting. God told Moses
to speak to that rock; instead he took
his rod and smote it. Because he
robbed God of His glory in that one
incident, God said, in essence, "Moses, because of that act of disobedience, I cannot allow you to lead the
people of Israel into Canaan."
The Scripture does not tell us
how Moses felt, but just look at it
from a human standpoint. Imagine
how you would feel if your life's
hopes and ambitions and desires
were ruined because of one thing
you did wrong. The people stirred
Moses to anger, but he did not control himself, and he robbed God of
His glory. Do you know what God
told him? He told him that Joshua his
servant would lead the people, and
Moses was to encourage him.
How could Moses encourage
Joshua if he felt so defeated and
denied of his greatest lifelong ambition? No doubt, he had to do some
internal work to get himself under
control and to build up his spirit.
Ultimately, he gave Joshua some
wonderful counsel. He said, "Be
strong and of a good courage: for
thou shalt bring the children of Israel
into the land which I sware unto
them: and I will be with thee" (Deuteronomy 31:23). Moses encouraged
Joshua.
You need to keep yourself in an
adult, mature behavior. It is easy to
let the flesh get the best of you.
When you have been hurt, it is hard
to get back under control, but you
have to. You do not want the devil to
use you as a means of causing an
uproar in the congregation just because you got your feelings hurt.
There is something more important
than just your own feelings. The
work of God is far more important
than personal feelings.
Lacking Manly Character
and Backbone
I want you to look at some Bible
characters who lacked manly fiber.
My mind goes to Lot. Abraham gave
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Lot the first choice: the mountains or
the plains. What motivated Lot is
what got him into trouble. He saw an
easier way of life: the well-watered
plains where he would not have to do
much. Lot was thinking only about
himself and his position in life, and
he chose the easiest way to go.
I want to tell you something,
especially the young folks. The easiest way in life is not always the
wisest way. The easiest way is not
always the way that is going to lead
you toward Heaven. This is something you really need to stop and
consider. As soon as Lot got situated
in that well-watered plain, he pitched
his tent toward Sodom. He turned
his heart toward the city, and there
began his downfall. You would have
thought Lot would have had respect
for his uncle and said: "Uncle Abraham, you are older. Why don't you
take the well-watered plains? I am
young, and I can go up into the
mountains." No, Lot was only thinking of himself; he did not have anyone else in mind.
Others, like Samson, got into
trouble because they acted childishly
and immaturely. When Samson's
father asked him, "Are not any of the
daughters of Israel good enough for
you?" He said that he wanted that
Philistine woman. He did not listen
to his parents. He did not want anybody to tell him what to do, and he
suffered and paid a dear price for his
immature behavior. King Saul acted
immaturely. He acted in a childish,
selfish manner, not once, but several
times. He disobeyed the man of God,
and in the end it cost him his life.
King David, as great a man of God
as he was, suffered because of a
serious breach of self-discipline. He
got himself into a lot of trouble, so
the Lord told him the sword would
never depart from his house, because
of a moment of indiscretion. Balaam,
with Balik, was motivated by greed.
King Ahab could not accept
disappointment. He wanted Naboth's
vineyard. When Naboth refused to
sell it to him, he went to his bed and
cried with his face toward the wall.
Jezebel, his wife, came in and said,

"Honey, what's the matter?" If Ahab
had a wife like he should have had,
she would have said: "What's the
matter with you, Ahab? Get yourself
up out of that bed and stop crying
like a baby!"
Ahab cried, "Naboth will not
give me his vineyard." Jezebel
should have put her hands on her
hips (like a lot of women do) and
said to him: "You have hundreds of
vineyards in your kingdom. Why do
you need Naboth's?" She should
have put her foot down and said,
"Forget it; you need to grow up,
Ahab." If she had been the woman
she should have been, she might
have saved both of their destinies,
but she possessed the same spirit
that Ahab had.
Wives and husbands need to be
very careful of what they get involved in. The wife can help her
husband sometimes, even though he
may not like it at first. There have
been times when I did not like my
wife interfering with my thoughts.
There have been times when my
wife has helped me to take another
look at a situation. I did not like that
initially, but when I walked away,
her words stuck in my mind. A husband hates to have to go back to his
wife and say, "Honey, you were
right; forgive me." I thank God for
my wife. I am glad I did not marry a
woman who would just side in with
my feelings. Just because we are
husband and wife, she does not have
to go along with whatever I say and
do. She has helped me stay out of
some hot spots. That is the reason
God has given men a helpmeet; two
heads are better than one.
Disobedience Is Costly
In the Old Testament you can
read about a prophet who was easily
persuaded to disobey God's instructions. He did not have much manly
fiber. He should have told that old
prophet, "I cannot go back with you,
for God has told me not to eat or
drink in this place."
The false prophet said, "But an
angel told me to bring you back."

The first prophet should have
said: "An angel is subordinate to
God, and God is the One who told
me. Now if God wants to change my
direction, He can tell me Himself."
Unfortunately, he did not have that
manly backbone because he disobeyed God, and it cost him his life.
In the New Testament you can
read about Ananias and Sapphira.
Again, if his wife would have been
the wife she should have been, they
might have lived for many more
years, but she sided in with her husband with that deception. Husbands
need wives who will stand for God,
have some courage, be steadfast,
have some backbone, and have the
spiritual strength to stand for what is
right.
There is so much godly spouses
can do to help each other through
this Christian life. God will do a lot
of things for us, but there are some
things that He expects us to do. God
is looking for a man to close the
breach, a man to stand in the gap.
God is looking for some people to
heal breaches, not to break them or
to make them. When things are difficult, we ought to rush and heal that
thing. Let us get this break closed
up, let us get the healing salve of
God's Holy Spirit applied to the situation. Humbleness and meekness are
necessary to heal a breach.
Some people will not humble
themselves. I know of a man who
went to his grave, refusing to apologize and accept an apology from
another brother. He had carried that
grudge for many years. I went to him
several times and tried to talk to him,
saying: "Brother, why do you not just
meet with that brother? He wants to
extend his forgiveness to you. He
wants to meet with you."
"I will not meet with him. I will
have nothing to do with him."
Having that spirit can cost you
your soul. I pleaded with him. He
was close to ninety years of age, yet
he still had that grudge, and he died
with it. It is foolish to take such a
grudge to the Judgment. A mark on
your soul, a spot, a sin, no matter
how insignificant it may seem in this
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life, will show up as a gigantic blot
in eternity. It is not worth it. You
need to get the air clear, get your
soul clear, and be mature.
There are situations that people
get into, sometimes unknowingly,
and do not know how to get out.
They need to let God bring them
through. They need to humble themselves, ask for God's help, and talk to
their pastor.
As a youth, when I was in
trouble at home, I would try to go to
the parent I thought was in the best
mood. I could usually work around
my dad, but my mother was a strong
disciplinarian. My dad had a little bit
of a soft heart, and I could work on
him. People usually do not want to
be counseled by somebody who is
going to tell them what they know in
their hearts they need to hear. When
they come for counsel, most people
already know what they are going to
be told. You need to go to someone
who will tell you the truth, whether
you like it or not. People have so
many ways to try to get around dealing with their problems. It is a whole
lot simpler just to deal with it, get it
out of the way, and go on and be
happy in the work of the Lord. Let us
pull together, labor together, work
together in Jesus' name and for His
sake.
(Compact Disc TR-1335E)

You teach
LITTLE
by what you
SAY,
but you teach
MOST
by who you
ARE.
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James 1:13 Let no man say
when he is tempted, I am tempted of
God: for God cannot be tempted
with evil, neither tempteth he any

man:
14 But every man is tempted,
when he is drawn away of his own
lust, and enticed.

15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin,
when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.

Brother Garrett Haylock
A Remedy for Sin
Many times we look at sin as
something that seems to be innocent,
but sin has the power to captivate
and destroy lives. In our Scripture
text James said, "Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death." Sin
seems to be taken too lightly. The
Bible defines sin in 1 John 3:4 as a
transgression of the law. First John
5:17 tells us that "All unrighteousness is sin." Psalm 119:17-18 lets us
know that God's Word is law. Therefore, it is not left up to us to decide
what sin is. The Word of God clearly
lets us know what sin is and what it
is not.
Consider for a moment the
common phrase: "I don't see anything wrong with what I'm doing."
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Many times people believe that because they do not see anything
wrong with something it is okay to
continue to do it. The Bible defines
sin, so how we feel about something
does not really matter. If God's Word
says something is sin, then it is sin.
Because of sin's ability to destroy
precious lives and to send souls to
hell, God is mindful of it. He wants
us to know that He has sent a remedy for sin.
Sin can destroy, but the sinner
can be delivered from sin. Matthew
1:21 states, "And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins." People often
hold on to sin, not even realizing the
danger of it. The fact is, there is a
way out of sin through Jesus, and the
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quicker people realize it, the sooner
they can be delivered.
Each of us has people who are
near and dear to us who need to be
saved, but they fail to realize that
now is the accepted time. Today is
the day of salvation. No matter how
much we want them to change, unless they wake up to the threat that
sin is to them, they will continue to
live carelessly. We need to earnestly
pray that the Lord will move upon
the hearts of those who are outside
the fold of God so they can enjoy the
bliss and the beauty of serving God.
I thank God for the love that lifted
me. I am so grateful that the love of
God lifted me out of the pit of sin. If
you are outside the fold of God, the
love that lifted me still has power.
The blood of Jesus Christ will never

lose its power. It can still save lost
souls. It is wonderful to reflect upon
what Jesus did for mankind when He
went to the Cross.
Ecclesiastes 12:1 says, "Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thy youth, while the evil days come
not, nor the years draw nigh, when
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in
them." That has reference to old age.
As you get older, the things that you
looked forward to doing are not as
pleasurable anymore because age
has gripped you, and it has an overpowering effect upon the body. Sin
has that same overpowering effect. If
you fool around with it long enough,
it will take you down.
Sin's Destructive Power
Joshua spoke of being old and
stricken in age. Age has an effect
upon the physical body, but sin has a
destructive effect upon the body and
the soul. The Psalmist cried in Psalm
37:25, "I have been young, and now
am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging
bread." Even though Joshua's body
was stricken with old age, he still
had a zest and a zeal for people to
continue in the good way. Even
though he was too old to go out and
conquer enemies as he once did, he
wanted people to know that God was
just the same, and they should put
their faith and confidence in Him.
Friend, there is nothing good to
look forward to in sin. Even though
it might seem enjoyable, sin will
destroy you. If you live long enough,
you will get old, but you do not have
to be captivated by sin. Sin is as
much a threat to the young as it is to
the old. I believe it is an even greater
threat to the young because they tend
to be careless and reckless. Sin's
destructive power is sure if ones live
long enough in it. Sin, when it is
finished, will take full control of an
individual. God spoke to me at the
age of twenty-one, but the effects of
sin were already having an adverse
effect in my life and upon many of
my decisions. You may think that
you are in control. You may even

laugh and make a mockery of sin.
Proverbs 14:9 says, "Fools make a
mock at sin." They laugh at the sins
of others. Fools make a mock of sin
and take it lightly. I remember seeing
people laugh at drunken individuals.
Maybe you have witnessed that as
well.
Oftentimes the people who laugh
at drunken people are social drinkers. Because they are in control, they
laugh at the drunk. If someone
should say it could happen to them,
they would respond, "No, it is because the drunks are weak and cannot control themselves." They make
a mock of sin, but sin is nothing to
mock. We need to fear God. If you
are not a drunkard, if you do not
drink habitually, you should thank
God that sin has not taken you down
that far yet.
Friend, if you keep company
with the wrong crowd and do what
they do just to fit in, the devil will
have control of you soon. Sometimes
people say, "I would never do that."
One day you may find that you have
stepped over those lines in the sand
that you have drawn. You may do
things that you have said that you
would never do because you are
strong and in control. Suddenly you
may find yourself doing the very
things that you said you would never
do. The sin that you once laughed at
and thought that you were in control
of may conquer you. Sin is nothing
to laugh about; it is nothing to take
lightly. "Sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death."
The drunkard never thought he
would be a drunkard one day. When
he took that first drink, he saw himself as being in control. It is so pathetic to see the drunkard. Where we
live, the drinking facilities have only
certain hours that they are open.
Often we see drunkards with the
shakes, waiting for the bars to open
so they can have their liquor. You
may think you are in control, but if
you pursue a life of sin, soon it will
have a ruinous effect on you.
I have gone to the critical care
units in the hospital. I have seen
people there with all kinds of tubes
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hooked up to them. Some have a
hole punctured in their throat so that
they can breathe because of the condition that sin has brought upon
them.
I realize that some people suffer
sickness who are innocent. Some
doctors say that secondhand smoke
is worse than firsthand smoke. Some
people suffer lung disease from tobacco smoke who never smoked in
their lives. I am not talking about
those people. They are unfortunate
victims. Friend, if you smoke, you
have a constant warning every time
you pick up a pack of cigarettes. It is
hazardous to your health. You may
light up a cigarette and say: "I will
light up if I want to." I have seen that
little three-inch tobacco stick control
a six-foot tall man. People get anxious to light up, and that tells me that
little cigarette that they once thought
they were in control of has become
their master.
I know of an individual who was
sick and dying who asked, "Would
you please take me outside and let
me have one more cigarette before I
die?" Cigarettes have a very addictive effect upon the human body.
You probably cannot imagine yourself on a dying bed asking for a cigarette because you think you are in
control. Sin, when it is finished, is an
ugly sight. You may ask, "Which
sin?" All sin is ugly. When people
start out in sin, the sin seems so exciting and glamorous. They go after
smoking, drinking, and dancing because it seems to be fun.
Take Heed to God's Word
Some people have told me that
some discos on our island are so
dark and smoky one can hardly see
the partner that he entered with. I
have never been in one, thank God.
They were not around when God
saved me. God still has all power to
deliver you from sinful addictions,
those things that bring pleasure to
the body for only a season. You had
better get out of sin while you can.
Sin is a terrible thing. The
Psalmist cried out in Psalm 119:133,
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"Order my steps in thy word: and let
not any iniquity have dominion over
me." Psalm 119:9 says, "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word." Young person, if
you want to have your life cleansed
and want to have a good chance in
life, let the Word of God guide you
and establish you in the good things
of God. God is good. Why would the
Psalmist cry out such a thing if it
were not possible for sin or any bad
habit to have dominion over you?
This was not written just to take up
space; it was written for our learning.
The Apostle Paul said in Romans
15:4, "For whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures
might have hope." If you are unsaved, I trust that you will learn from
the Scriptures and gain a hope of
eternal life by giving up a career of
sin, because sin is out to destroy you.
I am grateful for the things that are
written in the Word, and I encourage
people to spend time reading the
Word. It gives insight into what God
expects and requires of us in this life.
Again, the Psalmist cried out,
"Let not any iniquity have dominion
over me." Many people feel that they
are in control, but in reality they are
not. Many people start gambling and
think they are in control of that. I am
grateful that I have never had the
urge to gamble, and that is because
Jesus saved me one day. Gambling
has a compulsive effect. The lottery
is the same way. A person buys a
ticket for so little hoping that he will
win so much.
Someone once said that it is
more likely that you would be hit by
lightning twice before you win the
lottery. The allurement is what gets
people started, and then it becomes
an addiction. Sometimes a person
comes close to winning or hears of
someone he knows who has won,
and it urges him on. Soon he realizes
that he is dipping into money that he
needs to pay bills or to buy food.
These things have the ability to bring
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people into bondage.
Greed will also bring bondage.
Some people keep wanting more and
more. I thought about the story of
Lot recorded in Genesis, Chapter 13.
In verses 8-9 Abraham said: "Let
there be no strife . . . between me
and thee, and between my herdmen
and thy herdmen; for we be brethren
. . . if thou wilt take the left hand,
then I will go to the right; or if thou
depart to the right hand, then I will
go to the left." Abraham wanted no
strife between them. Lot lifted up his
eyes and saw the plains of Jordan,
that they were well-watered, and he
chose to go that way. Because of
greed, he made a choice that affected
him adversely for the rest of his life.
Many times greed causes people to
go into things that they should never
get into, things they should have
nothing to do with.
Psalm 40:12 says, "Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that
I am not able to look up; they are
more than the hairs of mine head:
therefore my heart faileth me." When
you started down the road of sinful
living, no doubt, you thought you
were in control, but now your heart
is in despair. You are troubled over
how one sin led to another and another, and now you have a heavy
load upon you, so that you are not
even able to lift your head. This is
what happens with sin.
The Heavy Burden of Sin
In the Old Testament you can
read how covetousness got Achan in
trouble. Achan coveted and took of
the things that he was told not to
touch. Achan did not recover from
his covetousness. It cost him his own
life as well as the lives of his entire
family.
Covetousness had taken possession of him. If you are outside the
fold of God and sin is working in
your life, you need to see the danger
signs and quit. Even if you are enjoying the pleasure of sin, you need to
quit. It is going to get you down if
you do not quit. You have to do so
now, because sin is out to destroy
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you.
Lust is another sin that can take
full control of a person. You may be
able to hide it for a while, but you
cannot keep it a secret. You may
think you are in control, but before
long someone will hear of it, and
then another person will hear of it.
Suddenly you realize that you cannot
help yourself. I remember reading
the story of Ted Bundy, a serial killer. He said that what fascinated him
were those beautiful young women
in the adult magazines of his day.
They were full of revealing pictures
of women. Viewing pornography is
very addictive, and it is something
that will destroy people.
Some people have allowed sin to
wreck their marriage. It causes them
to become unfaithful one time after
another until it ruins their marriage.
Perhaps they start out looking at
indecent magazines. The Internet is
having drastic effects on people's
marriages. Many marriages have
been wrecked by it. I heard of an
individual who would go to church,
sing in the choir, sing specials, and
go home and spend hours in front of
a computer, and then go to bed. By
the time he went to bed, his wife was
fast asleep, and it brought strain and
stress upon their marriage.
Ted Bundy was addicted to
pornography. It was the thrill of his
life, but after a while he could not
stay inside the magazines. In the
final account of his life, Ted Bundy
confessed to committing thirty homicides, though the actual number of
his victims remains unknown. He
vented lustful desires upon victims
as young as twelve years of age.
Sin, when it is finished, brings
forth death. When Ted Bundy began
to look in those magazines, he never
dreamed that one day he would be
strapped to an electric chair. You
may think you are in control, but the
finishing stage of sin is very ugly.
Psalm 38:4 says, "For mine iniquities
are gone over mine head: as an heavy
burden they are too heavy for me."
Are your sins heavy? You can have a
burden bearer, One who welcomes
those who have heavy burdens. In

Matthew 11:28-29 Jesus said:
"Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls."
Friend, do you have a heavy load
or a burden that is weighing you
down? You may acknowledge in
secret that sin is getting the upper
hand. You might still put up a fuss
and claim to be in control, but when
you get behind closed doors and
really think, you know that sin is
pointing a finger at you. Sin, when it
is finished, is an ugly sight, and it is
too heavy for you.
Take the Cup of Salvation
The Prophet Isaiah said in Isaiah
59:1-2: "Behold, the LORD'S hand is
not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot
hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God,
and your sins have hid his face from
you, that he will not hear." If you are
hearing God's voice, if you are feeling the drawing of His Holy Spirit,
you are blessed.
Sin will take you to a place
where God will stop talking to you.
Proverbs 1:24 says, "Because I have
called, and ye refused; I have
stretched out my hand, and no man
regarded." Verse 26 reads, "I also
will laugh at your calamity; I will
mock when your fear cometh." If you
refuse the Lord, in your calamity you
will seek Him early, but He will not
answer. He will not answer your
prayers. When death is closing in,
when it is imminent and you cannot
do a thing about it, you will cry out
for mercy, but God is saying that
because you refused Him, He will
not answer you in your moment of
calamity.
While I was in the plumbing
trade, I was doing a job near a high
school when I heard an impact. I
thought it must have been an accident. So I got into my van and drove
up there with one of the men that
worked with me. As we arrived, we

saw that a car had crashed into a big
cement column, and the door was
jammed. I knew the young man involved in the accident personally. I
had eaten at his restaurant many
times. He was penned in the car. We
were the first ones at the accident
scene, so we tried to pry the door
open, but could not get it open.
I tried to talk to the young man to
keep him alert, because I learned in
first aid class that you do not want
the victim to lose consciousness. I
started to talk to him to keep him
conscious, but he was going in and
out of consciousness. I thought, suppose that car should burst into
flames. It was a terrible calamity.
We could see bone sticking out of
his arm. What a time that would be
to cry out to God for mercy and for
God to ignore you! It would be
dreadful!
A few minutes later I heard
sirens, and soon the fire department
pulled in. The Jaws of Life was put
into action, and they freed him and
transported him to the hospital. I
remember visiting him in the hospital
after the doctor had set his arm. I
said, "God was really good to you."
He said, "I was very lucky, was
I not?"
I said: "No, you were not lucky.
God was very good to you. You
need to give Him thanks for that."
The Psalmist asked in Psalm
116:12-14: "What shall I render unto
the LORD for all his benefits toward
me? I will take the cup of salvation,
and call upon the name of the LORD.
I will pay my vows unto the LORD
now in the presence of all his people." If you are outside the fold of
God, think about any accidents that
you might have survived. It was not
luck, friend; it was because of God's
mercy.
God wants you to know that you
need to take heed, lest the power of
sin overtake you and you lose your
soul. Ezekiel 18:30b tells us, "Repent, and turn yourselves from all
your transgressions; so iniquity shall
not be your ruin." Friend, sin wants
to ruin you. The devil does not care
whether you are young, whether you
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are male or female, or whether your
parents are saved. Through the
Prophet Ezekiel, God is saying, "Repent, and turn yourselves from all
your transgressions. . . ." Why did
Ezekiel say to turn from all transgressions? He said that because each
one has the capacity to overpower
you and make you a victim. You
must repent of all your transgressions. You cannot go only part of the
way. There are no "choice" sins;
every one of them should have a
warning attached to them because
sin will ruin you.
We sing a song entitled "Sin Can
Never Enter There." It reads:
Heaven is a holy place
Filled with glory and with grace;
Sin can never enter there;
All within its gates are pure,
From defilement kept secure,
Sin can never enter there.
If you hope to dwell at last,
When your life on earth is past,
In that home so bright and fair,
You must here be cleansed from sin,
Have the life of Christ within—
Sin can never enter there.
If you cling to sin till death,
When you draw your latest breath,
You will sink in dark despair,
To the regions of the lost,
Thus to prove at awful cost,
Sin can never enter there.
Sin can never enter there,
Sin can never enter there;
So if at the judgment bar
Sinful spots your soul shall mar,
You can never enter there.
My friend, you need to repent of
every sin so that God can have
mercy on your precious soul, because sin is on your trail. If you do
not turn away from it by the help of
God, it is going to ruin you. May
God bless you, and may these words
linger in your mind.
(Compact Disc TR-1266)
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Luke 8:43 And a woman having
an issue of blood twelve years,
which had spent all her living upon
physicians, neither could be healed
of any,
44 Came behind him, and
touched the border of his garment:
and immediately her issue of blood
stanched.
45 And Jesus said, Who touched

me? When all denied, Peter and they
that were with him said, Master, the
multitude throng thee and press
thee, and sayest thou, Who touched
me?
46 And Jesus said, Somebody
hath touched me: for I perceive that
virtue is gone out of me.
47 And when the woman saw
that she was not hid, she came

trembling, and falling down before
him, she declared unto him before
all the people for what cause she
had touched him, and how she was
healed immediately.
48 And he said unto her,
Daughter, be of good comfort: thy
faith hath made thee whole; go in
peace.

Brother Irwin Sesher
The Lord Is Good to All
As I was reading verse 47, I saw
that this woman declared to Jesus
before all the people why she had
touched him and how she was healed
immediately. This let me know that
she did not care who was around her.
Her sole purpose was to get to Jesus,
and that is the call today. No matter
what your circumstances are and no
matter who is around you, your ultimate goal should be to get to Jesus.
That is where you are going to find
your help and the remedy for your
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problems. Jesus is still the same
today. You need to get to Jesus and
stay close to Him.
Many people say they know
Jesus or they have heard of Him.
However, the idea is to get close to
Him and to stay there. I am thankful
that I have the desire in my heart to
reach out and touch Jesus. When
you touch Him, He will reach out
and touch you. It is a two-way
street, so to speak.
The Lord knows I was surely
reaching out to Him one day. I was
in touch with other things before I
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got in touch with Jesus. Most of us
were on the road that leads to nowhere. I thank God that when I
reached out and touched Jesus, He
saved me. I became a new creature in
Christ Jesus; old things passed away
and all things became new. I did not
have a physical disease, but I had a
spiritual condition in my life. I was
lost, undone, and not prepared to
meet Jesus Christ.
If you are saved, it should make
you happy that you do not have to
travel the road you once traveled.
You are now on the highway of holi-

ness, and you want to please Him in
all facets of your life. Before I was
saved, my life was not complete.
Something was lacking. If your life is
being lived in vain and is not truly
complete, the Lord wants to make
you complete. He wants you to do
well. He does not want you to be lost
and undone. I am thankful that God
loved me even when I was walking
contrary to His commandments.
How can you know that God
truly loves you? God's Word says He
loves you. Psalm 145:9 says, "The
LORD is good to all: and his tender
mercies are over all his works." You
are never out of His sight. He always
knows where you are and what you
are doing, and He also knows what
you are going through.
Psalm 139:3 reads, "Thou
compassest my path and my lying
down, and art acquainted with all my
ways." The Lord knows all about
you. He knows the very desires of
your heart. He knows if you are going through a valley. Sometimes just
living this life feels like you are going through a valley. We are faced
with things that can get us down.
When you are down, getting your
praise where it needs to be is difficult. We must fight through the fog,
so to speak, and still tell Jesus, "I am
going to lean on You because You
are the same God yesterday, today,
and forever."
God's Love and His Plan
God cares about every detail of
your life. You should thank God for
that. Matthew 10:30 reads, "But the
very hairs of your head are all numbered." If He knows the number of
hairs on your head, do you not think
He can take care of your problems?
He knows exactly what you are going through. You need to let Him
know: "God, I need You; I am depending upon You. You are my rock
and my fortress. I need You every
day of the week." We are serving
Almighty God, and He is looking at
the minute details of our lives. He is
the God that I am serving. Is He the
One whom you are serving?

God has good plans for your
life. Jeremiah 29:11 tells us, "For I
know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts
of peace, and not of evil, to give
you an expected end." He knows all
about you, and He mapped out
plans for you even before you were
born. Before you were even created, God knew who He was going
to create.
Jesus Christ is willing to forgive
all your sins. Psalm 86:5, "For thou,
LORD, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto
all them that call upon thee." This
Scripture lets you know of God's
love and God's plan. What am I
speaking on? This message is about
reaching out and touching Jesus.
More people need to reach out and
touch Him. When you are going
through adversity, you can reach
out and touch Him. When you think
you cannot go another mile, you can
reach out and touch Him. When you
think a brother or a sister is not
treating you right, you can reach out
and touch Him.
God is extremely patient.
Possibly there were times when you
were away from God, yet God was
patient with you. He was willing to
wait on you. Psalm 145:9 states,
"The LORD is good to all: and his
tender mercies are over all his
works." The Lord wants you to be
complete in Him. He is complete in
all His ways. Nothing is lacking in
Jesus Christ. God's power and
strength have always been the
same. When people start rebelling
and doing other things, that is
where the power leaks out. That is
where they lose the victory in their
lives, but Jesus Christ is there all
along.
If you were to prepare a cake
and forget to mix in a main ingredient, that cake would not taste good.
That is the way a person's life is
without Jesus Christ. Something is
missing when you do not have Jesus Christ in your life. Jesus Christ
should be the main ingredient in
your life; He should not be a
secondary ingredient. He wants
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total control of your life. He wants to
be the apex of your life.
Do You Have an Emptiness
in Your Life?
Some people struggle because
they do not put Jesus Christ in the
proper perspective in their lives. Why
do some people struggle with having
victory? They do not put Jesus Christ
in the proper position. Friend, if Jesus
Christ does not have first place in
your life, He does not want any other
place. To have true victory, He must
be number one in your life, in your
family, in your church attendance,
and in your giving. There is more to
serving God than just attending the
house of God. Your worship can tell
you everything about your love for
Christ.
Some people's lives are not
complete because the main ingredient
is missing. Thank God, I tasted that
main ingredient, and it made living
this way sweet. It is a joy and a privilege to serve Jesus Christ. It is an
honor to be His child. He did not
have to save me, but thank God He
did. Jesus is that one piece of life's
puzzle that is lacking if you do not
possess Him. Have you ever put a
puzzle together and at the very end
realized that one or two pieces were
missing? You stare at the place
where the pieces are gone. Why? It
takes away from the picture. That is
what life is like without Jesus Christ.
It takes away from the real thing.
The Lord looks upon His
creatures and sees their state. He
wants mankind to do the good things
in life. He wants you to get the right
companion and to have a good family. That is part of His plan, but those
things should not take away your love
for Jesus Christ.
Many go through life with
something missing because they fail
to accept Jesus Christ. There is an
emptiness when you do not have
Jesus Christ. When people have a
void in their lives, they try to fill that
emptiness with everything out there
in the world. Some have tried to fill it
with the party scene and worldly
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entertainment. Others have tried to
fill it with worldly habits, drugs,
alcohol, or cigarettes.
Friend, nothing can fill that void
like Jesus Christ. He takes away the
desires for this old world. When you
think you cannot go another step
without having a cigarette or a drink
of alcohol, Jesus Christ can replace
that void with salvation, joy, and
happiness. Salvation sets your feet
upon the Rock, and you will be satisfied. You will no longer want to
partake of the sinful things of this
world.
When you are not satisfied, you
seek out the worldly crowd. Thank
God, when I got saved, the worldly
crowd left and the heavenly crowds
moved in. I wanted to be around
God's people, because I had something in common with them. Before
I was saved, what common denominator did I have between light and
darkness? Young person, you need
to be careful of whom you keep
company. You must be careful of
whom you associate. Also, you need
to be careful of what other young
people want you to do. We live in a
very tempting society. There are lots
more allurements today that are trying to reel in and gobble up young
people. You need to be careful of
what you talk about. It is so easy for
young people to get off track. Older
young people should be careful of
what they talk about to the younger
ones. You should be encouraging
and uplifting. Do not have a critical
attitude.
When you are not doing well
spiritually, there is a desire to do
worldly things. If you are not living
for God, your soul is going to reach
out for something else to latch on to.
That is the reason you need to attend
church services. Every time the
church doors are open, you need to
be there so that you can get your soul
fed. The devil does not want you to
go to church. He wants to take you
down into immorality.
We read in Psalm 34:8, "O taste
and see that the LORD is good:
blessed is the man that trusteth in
him." Many people place a lot of
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trust in man. They place their
confidence in financial planners,
investors, lawyers, doctors, and
educators. The Lord wants you to
trust in Him. You will never go
wrong by trusting in Jesus Christ.
He will not sell you a wrong bill of
goods. He will be honest with your
soul. He will let you know exactly
what is lacking in your life, and He
will let you know what your hangup is. You cannot fool God. He
knows all about you. Psalm 118:8
says, "It is better to trust in the
LORD than to put confidence in
man."
Life Without Christ Is Empty
Going back to our Scripture
text, that woman had reached the
end of her options. She had spent all
her money, and she had spent
twelve years suffering and going
from physician to physician. It was
time for her to go a different route.
I thank God that many years
ago I was in a church service and
the Holy Spirit spoke my name. I
had already exhausted every other
route. There was nowhere else for
me to go. The one thing that I really
lacked and had not tried was Jesus
Christ. The Lord does not want you
to travel aimlessly here and there.
He will help you. He wants to take
care of all your needs, and He
wants you to trust Him now.
God wants you to trust Him in
seeking a companion. Young person, you need to ask the Lord to
direct you to the right companion.
God might have just the perfect
mate out there for you, but you
should not get in a hurry. The one
that you want may not be the one
whom God wants for you, so God
may say no. If you overstep what
God tells you to do, you will get
burnt.
God wants to direct your path.
You should not put off your needs,
and especially your soul's welfare.
When you know that the Lord is
truly dealing with you, that is the
time to accept His call. It could be
your last call. Do not put it off. If
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you hear that still, small Voice or that
tapping at your heart's door, you are
blessed. You are blessed if you can
still hear His knock at your heart's
door. Do not spurn the invitation. Do
not say that you will get saved another day. You are not guaranteed
that you will have another day. You
have no such guarantee.
You need to seek God's face in
everything you do. When you are
having a problem, you may need to
seek counsel from God's man. Have
you gotten in touch with Jesus lately?
Have you called upon Him for your
needs? Have you called upon Him in
your time of distress? Are you where
you need to be in your life with
Christ? Are you tired of living the
way you are living?
A life without Christ is empty.
Are you like the woman in our Scripture text? Her sole purpose was to
get to Jesus despite the crowd. Do
you talk about Jesus on the job? Do
you let your co-workers know that
you are a born again child of God?
Can the people on the job come to
you if they have a need and ask you
to pray for them? If you are living the
Christian life the way you should,
people will see a difference. The
spirit that you manifest on the job
ought to let people around you know
that you are a child of God.
His Keeping Power
Child of God, you should want to
reach out to the lost. You may not
know much about the Bible, but you
can live the life before them. If a bank
teller or a store cashier were to make
a mistake and give you too much
money back, if you are honest, you
would let that person know that he
gave you too much money. You
should not think: "Wow! I got one
over on him! I got an extra twenty
because he gave me the wrong
change." That happened to me once.
I went back in the store and told the
cashier that she had given me too
much money back, and she said:
"What? You came back to give me
the extra money?"
I said, "Yes, because I want to be

honest and tell you that you made a
mistake." This is letting your light
shine.
Today not many people would
do that, but if you are a child of God,
you want to please God. You see, in
order for you to receive a definite
touch from the Lord, you must completely surrender your life to Him.
The woman in our Scripture text
reached out to Jesus after she had
exhausted all other options. If you
are saved, you have so much to give
God—your talents, your time, and
your efforts. You may think, "Well,
I cannot do this, and I cannot do
that." That is what the devil wants
you to think so that you do not do
anything. You can pray, you can live
for the Lord, and you can testify to
others and tell them what the Lord
has done for you.
I am thankful that the Truth set
me free and keeps me free. I thank
God for His keeping power. To be
born again, you have to ask the Lord
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for forgiveness. Signing a card,
shaking a preacher's hand, or joining a church will not get you anywhere. I am thankful one day I
touched Jesus, and I was born
again. God's Truth will work on you
and mold you for the things that
God wants to use you for. God's
Word will expose your motives and
point out your faults.
God's Word will deal with you
and show you the changes you need
to make in your life. It is human
nature to resist change. Applying
the Word of God to your life will
take effort on your part. It takes
effort to be a child of God. When
you were living in sin, you put forth
effort to go out Friday or Saturday
night. God did not save you for you
to just sit around.
Have you touched Jesus lately?
Do you want to touch Jesus? How
long has it been since you talked
with Him? You must have that door
of communication open. Dear one,

if you have problems in your life, I
recommend One who wants to hear
about them. We serve an awesome
God!
Isaiah 59:1 says, "Behold, the
Lord's hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; neither his ear heavy,
that it cannot hear." You need to
ask God to help you with your
problem. There are situations in life
that we just do not know how to
handle, but God does. Jesus Christ
wants to lift your burden and set
you free. Do not let Him be your
last option; He should be your first
option. If you will seek Him and
say, "Lord, I'm going through a
situation in my life, and I just don't
know what to do," He will listen to
you and help you, but you have to
be willing to talk to Him about it.
Touching Jesus is all that really
matters.
(Compact Disc TR-1249)

Fellowship Meeting & Revival: The Church of God, 522 NW 2nd Ave.,
Canby, OR 97013. Services will be held Thursday- Sunday There will be a 10:30 a.m.
service as well as 7:00 p.m. each evening, and 6:00 p.m. on Sunday
For further information contact: Pastor E. David Stegmeier, 552 NW 2nd Ave.
Canby, OR 97013. Telephone: 503-266-9297

Revival: The Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, WV 26651
Evangelist: Brother Jerry Miller, Comstock, Michigan
Service times: Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday & Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders @ 304-872-4047
Visit our website: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com

2016 Camp Meeting Dates
June 19-26
July 31-August 7
December 28-January 1
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