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What a Beautiful Time We Had!
On Father's Day, Sunday, June
21, 2015, camp meeting began as
Pastor Roger L. Decker greeted all
the saints to God's Acres. He challenged each one to enter into the
worship of the Lord. Prayer was
then made, asking God that His
presence and direction would be
manifested throughout the meeting. The Lord graciously revealed
Himself in a beautiful manner.
Amid the spiritual darkness
growing in our land today, it is
good to know that the Gospel light
is still shining brightly. Many have
tried to put out the Gospel light,
but their efforts have always failed.
That which God has ordained will
continue throughout time and eternity. Daniel 2:44 reminds us that
God's kingdom will never be defeated or destroyed. His ministers
are devoted to Him and are determined to be faithful to the souls of
men and women. Although persecution's fires are lit, there are still
godly men who will faithfully
preach the Gospel without fear or
favor. While famine leaves many
spiritually starving, God's people
feed on the richness of heavenly
manna.
The Spring Camp Meeting has
now passed, but it has left us with
many beautiful memories. Repeatedly, the Lord poured out His
Holy Spirit over our hearts. What
a joy it was to be gathered together in the spirit of love and
unity with the brethren from near
and far! Psalm 133:1 says, "Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity!" It is beyond our vocabulary to express what our eyes have
seen and the joy our hearts have
felt. It was a blessing to be with
the saints in such a heavenly atmosphere.
God encourages each one to be
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faithful and to fight the good fight
of faith. He desires us to love, to
obey, and to be true to Him and to
one another. The messages were
pointed, dealing with the individual
needs and conditions of our world
today. Without contradiction each
sermon met the needs of those in
attendance. God is working to
have His people ready for the great
day that is soon to come. It is
through the preaching of the Gospel that men and women are prepared.
Service after service, our hearts
were blessed, encouraged, and
uplifted. The choir and special
singers always help to set the tone
for the services. In two services
the Holy Ghost moved in during
the singing and called men and
women to come and pray at the
altars. We are most happy to report that many souls came to the
altars to seek salvation. Others received help, encouragement, and
physical healing.
Brother Larry Dishman was the
evangelist for the camp meeting.
Other ministers who delivered
soul-stirring sermons in the morning services were brothers: C. H.
Ferguson, Paul Prinkey, Calvin
Foster, David Watson, Tim Wilson, and Mike Hufford. Brother
David Stegmeier taught each afternoon on the needed topic of "The
Christian's Armor." (Be sure to see
the list of camp meeting messages
in this issue.)
Our dear Lord certainly prepared a beautiful feast for each of
us to enjoy. There was no famine
in this spiritual gathering. Eight
days of feeding on the spiritual
nutrients truly will make our souls
grow and mature. Oh, what an
inspiring time it was! It was refreshing to come in from the
[continued on page 19]

The Cardinal Teachings
of the Church
The Foundation
of the Church

Brother Roger L. Decker
Beware of False Foundations
We are studying the cardinal
teachings of the church. We need to
teach them to our children and our
grandchildren. The youth coming up
now will soon be in our place; therefore, we need to bring these truths
before them. The Word of God lets
us know in Deuteronomy that we are
to talk about these things to our children and pass them down from one
generation to another.
We need to keep these Bible
truths right before the church. This is
what separates the true church from
other churches. The Church of God
is not just another religious organization or another church on the corner.
The Church of God is the apex of
God's creation. She is the apple of

God's eye. She has Bible truths that
no other church has. No other church
can take these Bible truths and apply
them to their organization.
The word cardinal means,
"chief; of prime importance; principal; of cardinal significance." We
must use the Word of God as the
final authority in all matters concerning spiritual things. One can get in
trouble when he goes outside the
Word of God. That is when the arm
of flesh will come in. We must stay
within the confines of God's Word
when we get into these teachings that
so amplify the Church of God.
The most important decision that
you will ever make in your life is
what you do with your soul. You will
never make a decision as important
as that. What guidelines are you
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going to use to face eternity? As we
get into this study, I do not want to
sound harsh nor disrespectful, but
sometimes when preaching the
Truth, it may sound that way.
You will find the Scriptural
references to these truths on the inside front cover of each issue of The
Gospel Trumpeter. All these cardinal
teachings are laid out there, not only
to show what the church believes but
also to show the foundation of the
church. All these teachings are in the
Bible, and they are the basic truths
concerning the Church of God.
Before we get into the foundation of the church, I want to review
just a little. Every church but the
Church of God was founded by a
man or a woman or a group of people. They have a list of doctrines that
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teach certain beliefs. One example of
these is the Pentecostal movement,
which believes that all their members
who have the Holy Spirit must speak
in tongues.
Another example is the Baptist
denomination, which believes that
once you are saved, you are always
saved. Another is the Church of
Christ, which hinges their salvation
on water baptism. Each of these
organizations was founded by men,
and they each have their own list of
doctrines, which they use as their
foundation.
Paul said in Galatians 1:8-9:
"But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I
now again, If any man preach any
other gospel unto you than that ye
have received, let him be accursed."
Soon after I got saved, I had an
encounter with a Jehovah's Witness.
Word of my getting saved went
around the department where I was
working, because I had been quite a
rascal. A great change had taken
place in my life, and that man knew
about it. Soon, nearly every night he
would start talking to me about the
Jehovah's Witnesses doctrine regarding the kingdom. I did not understand much about the kingdom or the
church. I only knew that I was saved
from sin, but I felt discouraged because he seemed to know so much.
Often he would quote one Scripture after another while he walked
with me as I was coming in to work
and he was finishing his shift. I did
not have a clue where he was taking
the Scriptures from or what he was
talking about. He talked about the
kingdom, the millennium, and other
doctrines. I went to prayer about it,
and I let the Lord know that I was
very discouraged. God impressed me
to tell the man what I did know. I did
know that I was saved and that I was
delivered from sin. Also, I knew that
he was not.
The next time I went to work,
the man waited for me as he always
did. As we walked down the aisle, he
4

was talking nonchalantly to me, and
he began to speak of the same Scriptures again. He actually kept track of
his time, because the Jehovah's Witnesses believe that in order to be one
of the one hundred forty-four thousand, they must work really hard and
keep track of their time as they witness to people. As he was talking
away, I said to him: "I want to ask
you something. Are you saved? Do
you live free from sin?"
He got really upset and turned on
me and said, "No, I don't live free
from sin, and you don't either!"
I said, "Then what do you have
to offer me? God has really delivered
me from sin, so what more have you
got to offer when I'm living free from
sin and you are not living that way?"
Oh, my, did that stir up a hornet's
nest! Eventually he worked for me,
but he never brought up religion to
me again. That was the end of it.
You see, holiness is the message that
these people do not have. You do not
need to get into millenniums or
tongues or other doctrines.
The Foundation of God
Stands Sure
The cardinal teachings of the
church are necessary. There is much
falsity out in the religious world, but
my aim is to preach the Truth and to
go through the cardinal teachings as
they are laid out in the Word of God.
It is getting awfully late in time to
compromise. Many people are compromising today. Many have become
ecumenical in their teachings, trying
to bring people together. You cannot
bring sinners together; they need to
be born again. We dare not sugarcoat the message and tickle the ears
of the hearers. We must preach the
Truth with the anointing of the Holy
Spirit to all who will listen. We know
the Apostle Paul preached the Truth.
You can read about it in the Acts of
the Apostles, where some believed
and some believed not. That happens
every time the Gospel is preached.
When building or organizing
something, someone is the founder;
the founder is the one who comes up
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with the idea. If you build a garage,
a barn, or a house, it starts in the
mind of someone. When you build a
house or some other type of building,
what should you do? You must sit
down and count the cost; you have to
determine what you are going to
need and set up some time parameters. Every church except the Church
of God was founded at a certain time
in history. We can trace their beginnings back to some who are considered to be the founders. In the last
issue, I named some founders: Mormonism was founded by Joseph
Smith. You can read in 1 Timothy
3:2 that a bishop should be the husband of one wife. Joseph Smith had
several wives. He preached another
gospel. Again, in Galatians 1:8 Paul
said if someone preaches any other
gospel, let him be accursed.
I also spoke of the Seventh-Day
Adventist Church. You can trace its
founders back to Joseph Bates,
James and Ellen White, and J. N.
Andrews. The Jehovah's Witnesses
were founded by Charles Russell.
You can look these up on the Internet and check them out. The Christian Science religion, which teaches
mind over matter, can be traced back
to Mary Baker Eddy. She was quite
an advocate of mind over matter.
In this message I want to talk
about the foundation of the church.
The word foundation means this:
"the basis on which something is
supported." Every building has to
have a foundation to support it. If the
foundation is weak or decayed, it
will not support the building. Eventually it will begin to sag, lean, and
collapse.
Near where we used to live, a
man started to build a new building,
but the building was never completed. He had the walls up, but he
never went any further. I do not
know whether he went bankrupt or
gave up or what happened. After a
while, the building began to sag,
lean, and then decay; eventually it
had to be torn down.
The foundation for the church is
not sagging or leaning, and it does
not need to be torn down. The Bible

says in the Book of Daniel, it will go
on forever.
There is only one foundation that
is sure, and that is the one that God
gives. Second Timothy 2:19 states,
"Nevertheless the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are his.
And, Let every one that nameth the
name of Christ depart from iniquity."
God's foundation is sure, and it
has a seal. This seal is a double seal;
it has two main thoughts in this one
seal. One part gives you comfort.
What is that? The Lord knows those
who are His. The second part of this
seal reminds us of our duty, and that
is to depart from iniquity. This is a
double seal that seals the Church of
the Living God.
Take Heed How You Build
It is a fact that you can build only
one building on one foundation, and
we verified that. You cannot build
two buildings on one foundation. The
Church of the Living God is only one
building, not two or more.
In Ephesians 2:19-22 Paul wrote
this: "Now therefore ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God; And are built
upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief corner stone; In
whom all the building fitly framed
together groweth unto an holy temple
in the Lord: In whom ye also are
builded together for an habitation of
God through the Spirit."
This is a divine building. It is a
dwelling place for God's Holy Spirit.
You may not know all the doctrines,
but keeping the presence of God in
the midst is the convincer. We need
the Spirit of God for people to be
born again, or to get saved.
The church is described as a
building, and the disciples are on the
same foundation. The Chief Cornerstone is Jesus Christ. This building is
the same one that Jesus said He
would build in Matthew 16:18, when
He said, "And I say also unto thee,
That thou art Peter, and upon this

rock I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against
it." Paul talked about the same building, the building that Jesus is building yet today, the building He started
in A.D. 33.
In 1 Corinthians 3:9-10 Paul
said: "For we are labourers together
with God: ye are God's husbandry,
ye are God's building. According to
the grace of God which is given unto
me, as a wise masterbuilder, [If you
trace back history, you will find that
the Apostle Paul was one who laid
the foundation for the Church of God
at Corinth. Corinth was comprised of
several nationalities. Also, there
were heathens, sailors, publicans,
proselytes, and Jews represented by
that diverse people in that large congregation. That could be one reason
the Apostle Paul knew so many languages and was able to deal with
that diversity. God used him to build
that congregation.] I have laid the
foundation, and another buildeth
thereon. But let every man take heed
how he buildeth thereupon."
In 1 Corinthians 3:11-12 Paul
wrote: "For other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. Now if any man build
upon this foundation gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble."
In other words, it is going to be tried
by fire. Paul was not talking about a
literal fire that could burn up a barn.
He was talking about the Holy Ghost
fire. Paul said we are God's building.
Therefore, we each need to make
sure that we are on the right foundation. Verse 11 lets us know that
Christ is the foundation. Paul said we
must take heed how we build on the
foundation. It is one thing to have the
right foundation, but it makes a difference how you build. Every man's
work is going to be tried by fire.
Jeremiah 23:29 reads, "Is not my
word like as a fire? saith the LORD;
and like a hammer that breaketh the
rock in pieces?" False doctrine
(wood, hay, and stubble) is going to
burn up. All those things that are not
solid truth are going to be burned up
by the fire of God's Word.
False Pentecostalism is built on
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wood, hay, and stubble. It will not
take the fire of God's Word. You
see, the Bible speaks of offering
strange fire. The fire that their members have is a strange fire; it is a fire
that they have to work up. You do
not have to work up the fire of God;
the fire of God comes down from
God in Heaven.
False Pentecostalism works this
thing up by gathering around the
altar and hollering, "Jesus, Jesus,
Jesus" until somebody cannot hold
their tongue anymore, and it sounds
like gibberish. That is a false foundation, and it will not take the Holy
Ghost fire, which is in Jesus Christ.
They say that one who has the Holy
Spirit must speak in tongues. Furthermore, they say that tongues is a
sign that they have the Holy Spirit.
When you get saved, God helps you
to control your tongue. He cleans up
your tongue and gives you a new
tongue.
The sign that you have the Holy
Spirit is living right. A change takes
place in one's life, and that is the sign
to everybody. You see, this thing
was not done in a corner. God does
this right out in the open. After He
saved you, you went back into the
stores and among your family. God
wants you to be seen out in the open
after a change takes place.
False Pentecostalism might think
they have Christ as their foundation,
but they are not careful of how they
are building. Again, 1 Corinthians
3:10b says, "But let every man take
heed how he buildeth thereupon."
You cannot build a sin more-or-less
religion using Christ as the foundation. Church after church has been
started by men. However, to build on
the foundation of God, the Church of
God has to be built in accordance
with God's Word. You cannot deviate from the Word of God and
build God's church.
A Divine Revelation
In Matthew 16:18 Jesus told
Peter what the church is built on.
Jesus said to Peter, "And I say also
unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
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upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it." The church is not
built on Peter; it is not built, as the
Roman Catholics say, with Peter
being the first Pope.
Verse 17 reads, "And Jesus
answered and said unto him, Blessed
art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh
and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in
heaven." What is the rock? The Rock
is the divine revelation. Peter was the
only one who recognized who Jesus
was, and in verse 16 he said, "Thou
art the Christ." He was not the only
one asked, but God gave him a revelation that Jesus is the Christ. The
Church of God was not built on Peter. If it was built on Peter, it would
have had some trouble, because
Peter denied Christ three times before the Day of Pentecost.
The Church of God would not
have been built on a foundation like
that. It would have been built on
somebody steadfast and stable, like
the Chief Cornerstone, Jesus Christ.
The Rock is a divine revelation.
What did Jesus say to Peter? He said
in verse 17, ". . . for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
father which is in heaven."
The lack of a divine revelation is
the reason that ones think that they
are the church when they are not.
Also, that is the reason some never
see the church. You have to see the
church as divine, and every member
has to be born again. What is each
one born of? He is born of the Holy
Spirit. The church is divine. The
Church of God is not just a church in
a corner of town along with the rest
of the churches.
What did Paul say about the
church? He said in Galatians 4:26,
"But Jerusalem which is above is
free, which is the mother of us all."
Every one who is a member of God's
church is born again. Now, do not
confuse the church with the congregation. Inside a congregation is the
church. It is the wheel that Ezekiel
saw, a wheel within a wheel. The
Church of God is inside congregations, but not everyone who attends
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a congregation is in the church.
Every member of the Church of
God must be born again. There are
no sinners in God's church. I know
that is tough on those who have been
taught differently. If God were to
allow sin in the church, how much
sin could one commit and get away
with it? What would be the limit?
How many sins could one commit in
a day if one could commit some
sins?
The Apostle Paul let some
brethren at Corinth know they were
in trouble because they were committing fornication. Today some
people say they get washed, but they
stay in sin. They are not truly
washed. The Word of God washes
you by the washing of the Word;
then you truly get washed, and you
get clean on the inside. You just do
not get white washed on the outside;
you must get cleaned up on the inside.
"The Remission of Sins
That Are Past"
If you could sin and still be
saved, where would you go when
this life is over? According to the
Bible, sinners go to hell. Sinners
cannot go to Heaven—that would be
confusing to say that sinners could
go to both places. False religion
teaches that once you are saved, God
forgives you for sin in the future, but
that is not true; that is not what the
Bible says. In Romans, Chapter 3,
you will find that God forgives the
repentant one for sins in the past. If
you have gotten saved, whether it
was at an altar at church, at home
kneeling beside a chair, or wherever
it was, God forgave you for the sins
in your past. That is all you know
anything about.
You may ask, "What about the
future?" You are not supposed to
commit sin in the future because you
are filled with the Spirit of God; you
have God living on the inside. I am
not discounting the fact that a person
can slip and fall; that is not what I
am dealing with. You can read of
instances in the Word of God where
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that happened, and the individuals
were restored. I am talking about the
initial experience of salvation, when
an individual gets saved. They get
saved from the sins of the past.
Romans 3:23-25 says: "For all
have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God; Being justified freely
by his grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission of
sins that are past, through the forbearance of God." I want you to
notice that the writer did not say
anything about future sins. You can
only deal with the sins of the past.
When you get saved, you get saved
from your past life. The change is
from your past life.
An Everlasting Foundation
There are questions that ones
who teach this doctrine cannot
answer. Let me give you a couple of
Scriptures. Psalm 87:1 reads, "His
foundation is in the holy mountains."
Proverbs 10:25 states, "As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no
more: but the righteous is an everlasting foundation." This everlasting
foundation is the basis for the
Church of God. These Scriptures put
forth the requirements to be recognized as a member.
How does a congregation recognize members in the congregation?
The Church of God does not keep a
role book. When someone comes to
an altar of prayer, we do not take that
person's name to the church secretary and ask him to record it. How
do we keep track of who is and who
is not a member of the church? It is
very simple. When an individual
becomes a member of a congregation, he not only repents but also a
definite change takes place in his life,
and everyone can see that change.
Others know that person could not
change on his own.
People knew that I did not quit
smoking and quit all the other sinful
things in my own strength, because I
had tried that. Something divine was

working on the inside that changed
me.
A change takes place when a
person is born again. We recognize
that, plus the Spirit of God gives the
saints of God discernment. We reach
our hands in fellowship to every
blood-washed one. God knows who
is in and who is out. He knows
everything.
To be a member of God's
church, one must have salvation.
Some churches do not require that
for membership because they are off
the foundation. They are off Christ
and on the foundation of some theologian or some denominational
teaching. They work outside the
work of God. In some religious orga-

nizations, all you have to do is join
them.
Acts 5:12-13 reads: "And by the
hands of the apostles were many
signs and wonders wrought among
the people; and they were all with
one accord in Solomon's porch. And
of the rest durst no man join himself
to them: but the people magnified
them." Although the people liked
them and were friendly toward them,
no one dared to join them. Why?
They knew they had to be changed in
their lives.
In some churches, if salvation
were to cease, they might continue to
grow in numbers and prosper outwardly because they work outside
the foundation. Many have tried to

build on falsity, only to have the fire
of God's Word burn it out.
When I got saved, I did not want
to sin anymore. I was tired of doing
those things. I did not like that life
anymore. I got saved because I was
sick of the life that I was living. The
only way a spiritual building can
stand is to be built on the foundation
of the Word of God. I trust that you
can tell what the foundation of God
is. The Lord knows those who are
His. Everyone who names the name
of Christ must depart from iniquity,
or sin.
(Compact Disc TR-1318E)

New Book Available!
The Worshipers Once Purged
Are you confused by the various teachings concerning works of grace?
Is there one? or two? or more?
What about blood cleansing? What does the Bible teach?
What about inherited sin and carnal nature? Do we inherit it?

These questions & many more are addressed in this book.
(We unchristianize no one & desire to enlighten everyone.)
Authors: Brother Roger L. Decker & Brother Earl R. Borders

Please call the print shop for ordering information.
740-345-1312
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Luke 17:1 Then said he [Jesus]
unto the disciples, It is impossible
but that offences will come: but woe
unto him, through whom they come!
2 It were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his
neck, and he cast into the sea, than

that he should offend one of these
little ones.
3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy
brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive
him.
4 And if he trespass against thee

seven time in a day, and seven times
in a day turn again to thee, saying,
I repent; thou shalt forgive him.
5 And the apostles said unto the
Lord, Increase our faith.

Brother Richard Talbot
The Bible Way to
Handle Offences
Is it humanly possible to forgive?
Jesus does. Forgiveness is a characteristic of our Savior. Forgiveness
must be an indwelling characteristic
of your spiritual life. Sadly, I believe
many people have hardened their
hearts on the issue of forgiveness.
Sometimes people do not want to
forgive or they are not ready to forgive. Sometimes forgiving is hard.
Anyone who has lived for the Lord
for any length of time has had to
8

learn to forgive somebody for something. If you are married, that is a
necessary trait in a successful marriage.
In verse 2 of our Scripture text,
the word offend carries the meaning
of causing one to sin or to be tripped
up. The verse says it is better for a
person to die an early death than that
he should offend one of God's little
ones. The word trespass in verse 3
also refers to the thought of sin, sinning against someone, or committing
an error.
You may feel that some things
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are almost impossible to forgive.
Humanly speaking, I would have to
say there is no way that you could
forgive some things in the flesh without the power of God. Dear one,
when you profess a high calling, you
walk in the footsteps of our Savior.
When you claim the title of Christian, you are claiming to be Christlike.
Christ does not hold one thing
against you for all that you have done
against Him. He holds no animosity,
no bitterness, or no ill will. I have
hurt Him many times in my past. I

have embarrassed the Savior, and I
have stumbled around and sometimes brought shame to Him. Then I
would go back to Him and say,
'Lord, I am sorry." He took me back
into His loving arms and said, "Son,
I forgive you." He has never treated
me as though I have done wrong.
Isn't that wonderful? Then He turned
around and said, "Now, you forgive
your brother just as I have forgiven
you." That is a high standard, but it
is possible only with the indwelling
presence of the Lord.
In Matthew 18:7 we read, "Woe
unto the world because of offences!
for it must needs be that offences
come; but woe to that man by whom
the offence cometh!" Verse 15 reads,
"Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his
fault [explain to him what took
place] between thee and him alone:
if he shall hear thee [if he listens,
understands, and humbles himself,
and says, 'Brother, I am so sorry'],
thou hast gained thy brother." In
other words, you have reestablished
the bonds of love between the two of
you. You have saved a brother,
healed a hurt, and restored that
feeling of love.
If people would obey this verse
in its entirety, the pastor would not
have to know half the things that go
on. Sometimes people like to include
the pastor. They want to get him on
their side. You do not need anybody
on your side if you have God on your
side. The Scripture says you should
go to your brother alone, not to half
a dozen members of your family or
to the congregation. You should go
to the one with whom you are having
a problem.
The conversation may go something like this: "I heard that you said
something against me. Did you say
that?"
The other person may say: "Yes,
I spoke out of turn. I shouldn't have
said that. Will you forgive me? I'm
sorry."
"I surely do."
On the other hand, the conversation could go like this: "I never said
any such thing. I never even talked

about you."
"Good, I'm glad I got that cleared
up."
Unlimited Forgiveness
It is best to get the devil out of
the way. You should not let the devil
play with your mind. You need to get
offences cleared up. Nobody else has
to know anything about it. If this
would be honestly followed and
obeyed, much hurt could be avoided.
Many would not have so much stress
and frustration to deal with, and very
seldom would steps two and three be
required, as found in Matthew
18:16-17.
In verse 21 Peter came to Jesus
and said, "Lord, how oft shall my
brother sin against me, and I forgive
him? till seven times?" That is a reasonable question, is it not? In other
words, Peter was asking: "Can I stop
forgiving a person at seven times? Is
that enough?" Verse 22 tells us,
"Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto
thee, Until seven times: but, Until
seventy times seven." Wow! Now
we are talking about possibly four
hundred ninety times in one day. To
me, that would seem to cover a lifetime or two. What was Jesus talking
about? He was speaking of an unending forgiveness, or a nature of
forgiving without limit. Why? Christ
is that way.
Forgiveness must begin in the
heart. We read in verse 35, "So likewise shall my heavenly Father do
also unto you, if ye from your hearts
forgive not every one his brother
their trespasses." Forgiveness is a
product of God's love to us. Therefore, you must be willing to forgive
from the depths of your heart; then
when you are asked forgiveness, you
will be ready to say: "Yes, I forgave
you the day it happened. I have never
held it against you."
Mark 11:25 says, "And when ye
stand praying, forgive, if ye have
ought against any." You ought to
forgive, whether one has asked or
not; whether one knows he has done
wrong or not, you should forgive in
your heart and let it go. A person
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may never ask forgiveness, but you
must forgive. God wants all individuals to do well. He wants you to be
happy in your Christian experience.
He wants you to enjoy living for
Him. He wants you to be at peace, at
rest, and confident in your experience with God. He wants you to
enjoy being His child. The devil's
business is to upset perfect harmony
with God.
Dear one, if the devil can get
some little thing stirring in your
heart, such as a little unforgiveness
working in your heart toward a
brother or a sister who has hurt you,
then he can steal your peace, rest,
and confidence in the Lord.
Probably 90 percent of all hurts
stem from hurt feelings. Well, pull
your feelings back a little. Do not
have them stuck way out there. People are going to step on them. Let us
be grown up, saint of God. It is easy
to hurt somebody's feelings. It is
easy to hurt your wife or your husband. It is easy to hurt one another;
sometimes people speak without
thinking. They act without realizing
situations that you may be involved
in. Things may be said carelessly or
thoughtlessly.
Sometimes people make statements and they may get stretched out
of proportion and get drawn back to
you. Someone finally says, "Did you
hear what So-and-So said about
you?"
"No, I hadn't heard that. Do you
mean he really said that?"
"That's what I heard."
"Where did you hear that?"
"Sister So-and-So told me." So
you go to Sister So-and-So who
says, "Yes, I heard that; it was bad."
"Where did you hear it, sister?"
"I promised that I wouldn't tell."
Then what are you going to do?
How are you going to get past that?
Sometimes the only thing you can do
is forgive. You need to put it behind
you. Surely it hurts. I am not trying
to say that nothing will ever hurt you.
Some things cut down deeply
into the heart, but you cannot afford
to allow unforgiveness in your heart.
You have to forgive to the place
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where the devil does not harass you,
torment you, and rob you of your
peace with God. You must forgive
from the heart.
Forgiveness Brings Healing
Christ placed more concern and
emphasis on the need of His disciples forgiving others than He did on
the offender. He did not speak much
about the offender, but He did speak
about the one being offended needing to forgive. The Spirit of God
knows that the wonderful release of
hurts, injuries, grudges, and resentments come the very moment the
heart forgives. I have been there, so
I know what I am talking about. I
have had to forgive, and I have had
to ask for forgiveness. I have been on
both sides of the picture. When you
forgive, what a relief to let those
things go and get them out of the
way! This is what Christ is
concerned about.
I do not know if you have anything at all to forgive, but sometime
down the road you will. You are not
going to get through this life without
being faced with issues that are going to hurt you. You are going to be
faced with hurtful situations that will
cause you to have to dig deep down
inside to get that forgiveness to come
to the surface, overtop of all your
personal feelings on the issue, and
truly forgive. Forgiveness brings
release, and it brings about the fear
of God in a greater way in the heart
and mind. Forgiveness brings restoration of divided believers. Forgiveness is a great healing power and
revives the soul. It revives God's
love in the heart. Forgiveness removes ammunition from Satan's
arsenal.
Ephesians 4:27, 29-32 says:
"Neither give place to the devil. . . .
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying,
that it may minister grace unto the
hearers. And grieve not the holy
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day of redemption. Let all
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and
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clamour, and evil speaking, be put
away from you, with all malice: And
be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted [that should be included in the wedding vows], forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ's sake hath forgiven you."
Alexander Pope, an English
poet, once said, "To err is human; to
forgive, divine." A man or a woman
who cannot forgive should never get
married. If you have a problem saying, "I'm sorry," or if it is hard for
you to break down your pride and
say, "Forgive me," you have no business getting married. That is a part
of a successful marriage.
The most dangerous time for
your soul is when you have been hurt
and wounded. You need to be careful of what you do immediately following the hurt. You must watch
your attitudes, the words you say,
and the feelings you express. When
that hurt is working in you, you are
feeling the effects of that wound. If
you are not careful, expressions will
come out of your mouth that do not
glorify God. You need to be very
careful of the attitudes that you show
and the behavior in which you allow
yourself to get involved. Two
wrongs never make anything right.
Yes, the offender might have been
wrong. That person might have been
deeply wrong in what he or she said
or did to you; but if you do wrong
because of that, it will not help the
situation. It will not help you, and it
will not help to heal the problem. If
you do wrong too, it will enlarge the
wound.
Guard Against Bitterness
You should not allow bitterness
to spring up in your heart and mind.
You must be careful that you do not
become vindictive or get a revengeful spirit. You may not actually do
anything, but you can express it in
the things you say, and then you will
end up having to go back and ask
forgiveness as well. You must be
careful of what you say, how you say
things, and with whom you share
your hurt. You need to be careful of
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what you get involved in. Those
things will try to crowd into your
mind and heart to complicate things.
Dear one, you need to call upon
God and commit your hurt to the
Lord. Let Him bare that hurt for you.
You need to seek God for the grace
that will enable you to truly forgive
in your heart.
You can pray: "Lord, I'm having
a battle with this, but You know how
much I'm hurt. I don't want to stay
hurt. I want to be able to forgive this
person, but I can't forgive that person
in myself. I need Your Spirit; I need
power from Heaven. I want to be
like Christ. I want to be able to forgive this person. I don't want to carry
this."
You must commit that hurt, that
injury, or that wound to God. You
need to call upon the powers of
Heaven to heal you. God can bring
relief to your soul. You can get up
from your prayer refreshed and renewed. The hurt and pain may still
be there somewhat, but you can have
victory over it. You can have the
power of God working in your soul.
If a brother or a sister says, "I'm
sorry I did that," you can say: "I've
already forgiven you. I appreciate
your coming to me." You cannot
give forgiveness to somebody until
that person asks for it. You cannot
force it on that one. He has to be
willing to humble himself and come
and ask; then you can give what God
has already given you.
I often tell folks that two of the
most difficult phrases to say in the
English language are, "I'm sorry" or
"Please forgive me." That is hard for
many people to say. I believe if people have done wrong, they should not
get off easily with saying, "I'm
sorry." That can be too nonchalant,
or just words. Sometimes people are
only sorry because they know that
they are in trouble. They are not truly
sorry.
You need to recognize when you
are wrong. Moreover, when you
apologize, it ought to come from the
heart. Of course, you can say anything you want from your head, but
if it does not come from the heart, it

is not going to do you a bit of good.
There are far too many casualties
among the saints due to hurts,
wrongs, crushed feelings, or bad
attitudes. You cannot operate for
God with those things working in
your soul. Far too many have
allowed their hurts to dim their vision of the Church of God, the body
of Christ. Far too many are nursing
wounds that they will not allow to
heal. You must let these things heal.
Proverbs 18:19 states, "A brother offended is harder to be won than
a strong city: and their contentions
are like the bars of a castle." That is
because in his mind, these offenses
are real. Hurt is real. When somebody hurts you by actions, behavior,
words, or decisions one has made
against you, those hurts are real.
They are not imaginary. Your heart
has been crushed; your spirit has
been wounded. The Scripture says
their contentions are like bars. According to the Scripture there is no
way the offended brother could get
past those bars. They were closing
him off.
Harboring Bitterness
In most quarrels there is fault on
both sides. A quarrel might be compared to a spark, which cannot be
produced without a flint and a piece
of steel. Either one of them may
hammer on wood forever and never
make a spark, but if you get a piece
of flint and a piece of steel, two hard
heads coming together, they are going to make some sparks. So many
times, when the first person goes to
the second person and makes an
apology, saying: "I'm sorry. Would
you forgive me?" that second person
breaks down and begins to weep and
ask for forgiveness as well. Both
sides get melted down and knit back
together in the love of God.
A fellow by the name of Sabine
Baring-Gould wrote this many, many
years ago. "I have seen in the South
of France a row of beggars sitting on
the side of a bridge, day after day,
winter and summer, showing sore
legs and sore arms; these sores never

get well, they were kept continually
raw with caustic in order to excite
compassion and obtain alms. And
the most bitter jealousy reigned between these beggars as to the size
and irritability of their respective
sores. The man with only an inflamed knee burned with envy of the
man whose whole leg was raw. Not
for the world would they let their
wounds heal, as that would cut off
from them a means of livelihood.
[They would keep their sores raw
and festering, and hope that they
would spread through their body, so
that they could draw more compassion.] I fear a great many people love
their grievances against their neighbors much as those beggars loved
their sores. They kept them constantly open and irritable by inventing and applying fresh aggravations."
Some people are so proud of
their wounds that they like to expose
them for everybody to see. Do you
know anybody who is hard to get
along with and bitter in spirit? You
need to be very careful that does not
get attached to you. Beware of
bitterness.
The only thing I remember about
my father's mother was that she was
a short, chubby, grandma who always gave each of us grandchildren
dimes. Every time she would come
to the house, which was maybe a
couple of times a week, she would
walk from her place over to ours and
give us all dimes. We loved for
grandma to come because of that.
However, she was a bitter woman,
and her neighbors could not stand
her. Her neighbor had a gravel driveway that was right against her lawn,
and sometimes that gravel would get
kicked over into her grass, and she
would go over and raise a fit with
him. She would say hateful and bitter
things, not just over that, but over
lots of things.
Thank the Lord, she got saved
for the first time in her life when she
was sixty years of age. After she got
saved, upon seeing her neighbor
mowing his grass on a hot summer
day, she took a glass of iced tea out
to him. He was almost afraid to drink
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it! He did not know what had happened to her, but a change had come
over her, and her bitterness and hatefulness was gone. She was killed in
an automobile accident when she
was sixty-three years of age and
went on to her reward.
Harboring bitterness is useless.
If you are harboring bitterness, you
need to let it go. You are not justified
to hold bitterness. You are not justified to stay hurt. God wants you to
be bigger than that. He wants you to
be Christlike in all your behavior. To
do injury puts you below your enemy, and revenging your hurt makes
you even with him. Forgiving him
puts you above him and the hurt.
You may think it is inhuman to
expect a person to be able to forgive
the way the Bible teaches. In Christ
all things are possible. Some hurts
and wounds can be healed quicker
than others. You can deal with some
things that hurt you fairly easily, but
other things take time to get committed to God.
Rebuilding Confidence
and Trust
Some hurts will take you a while
in prayer to get victory over them.
You may struggle with them, but
God is concerned about your having
the right attitude: "I want to forgive.
God, help me to know how to bring
my flesh under control so that I can
truly forgive." You will come to a
point where God will break through
to you, and that desire in your soul
will be fulfilled so that you can forgive and let go. God can truly forgive and forget because He is God.
There are some things that you
will never actually forget because
you are not God. You have a mind,
and you are human. You may try to
forget some things, but you may not
get to the place where you fully forget. However, when a hurt comes to
mind, you have to rebuke it, put it
down and go on as though it never
happened. You have to be strong
enough in your spirit to put that thing
under your feet and go right on for
the Lord. You need to live as though
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that thing never took place.
Sometimes wrongs will come to
you through misunderstandings.
Most of the time, things are not nearly as bad as they seem. If you go to a
brother or a sister early and get it out
of the way, you may find that it was
not like you heard at all.
Sometimes an offender expects
people to drop all their feelings and
make a complete turnaround for his
or her benefit. Sometimes people
injure the church deeply and bring
harm to the church because of their
immoral, sinful actions. When such
an individual comes back and gets
saved, he needs to realize that he has
destroyed the saints' confidence and
trust in him. Confidence and trust are
not restored just because a person
has gotten saved again.
Confidence and trust have to be
regained. That one has to prove himself and be what he needs to be. He
should be humble, remorseful, and
thankful. He should let the church
know: "I don't deserve anything from
you, saints. I don't deserve your
trust. I don't deserve your confidence. I destroyed all of that when I
sinned." He should not expect everybody to run back to him and to hold
him on a high pedestal.
This person should live so he can
regain and rebuild confidence in him.
It may even take years of being constantly faithful and true to God, but
the saints will begin to express that
trust again. If God forgave him, that
is really all he needs. The saints do
forgive, but he owes it to them to
stay humble, to be remorseful, to be
broken in spirit, and to live to regain
their confidence and trust.
My wife and I had to gain trust
and confidence when I first took the
pastorate in Ovapa, West Virginia, in
1973. I told the church there, "You
folks don't know me, and I don't
know you, but we are on a journey.
[That journey has lasted more than
forty years.] It's going to take you
time to gain confidence and real trust
in me as your pastor, and it's going to
take me time to gain that
in you as a congregation. As we
work together, we will build a
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relationship that shows strength,
confidence, and trust."
A person could destroy a lifetime
of confidence by some sinful act or
some wild, crazy move. He may
never live long enough to regain
that. We each need to be very careful
of how we live, of how we act, and
of the moves that we make.
Be Quick to Forgive
Sometimes you might have
trouble forgiving somebody because
of some thoughts in your mind, such
as these: "What if he isn't sincere? I
know I need to forgive him, but I
don't think he'll ever be sincere with
me" or "What if he does it again,
because he has already done it several times?" or "What if he is just
taking advantage of me?" Sometimes
you may feel that holding unforgiveness helps to punish that person. You
do not want him to think you approve of his action, so you decide not
to be quick to forgive him.
Dear one, you have to learn to
leave these questions with God.
Your duty is to forgive, and whatever that person does with it is on his
part. You must learn to forgive. In a
congregational family of God, when
one suffers, all suffer. When one
rejoices, all rejoice. That is what the
Bible teaches. However, you must
watch out for certain groups and
cliques. Certainly, you are going to
have some personal friends. We all
have friends. I am not talking about
Facebook friends. I am talking about
genuine, heartfelt friends. You have
certain ones you like to keep company with. That does not mean you
have to spend time with everybody in
the congregation. There are certain
ones you are attracted to and like
being together as friends, and there
is nothing wrong with that.
Jesus had three friends: Peter,
James, and John. They were closer
to Him than any of the other disciples. He took them to some special
places. They went with Him to the
Mount of Transfiguration. None of
the other disciples got to see that.
They were asked to go with Him into
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the garden. You can have special
friends, but do not let your groups of
friendships block out others. You
should not divide off and form a
group that nobody else can penetrate.
Church of God brothers and sisters
need to be openhearted to all the
saints. When one suffers, we all suffer, not just among friends, but
among the whole body of Christ.
Sometimes we rush quickly to
see somebody we know in the hospital. Someone else may be in the hospital that you may not associate with
as much, and you may say, "Oh, I'll
just say a prayer for him." Let us be
careful of how we act toward the
body of the saints.
Be Careful of Your Behavior
You need to be very careful of
how you say amen, shout, clap your
hands, and praise God. Some people
praise God, clap their hands, and
shout really loud on just certain subjects. If you are going to amen the
message, shout, and praise God, you
should do it on all the Truth, not just
your little pet peeves. God help us
not to use the privilege of shouting
and praising God as a means of declaring a position along certain subjects. We are to shout and praise
God because we amen the Truth. If
you are not going to shout and praise
God about all of it, do not show
yourself on one or two things to get
a point across. That is not a place to
do that either. You should behave
yourself and live right.
We each have to live in the spirit
of forgiveness. To make a genuine
apology, the offender must be saturated in humility and godly sorrow to
truly express to the person who was
offended: "I said that, yes, and I am
truly sorry" or "I never should have
done that. I don't know why I did,
but I'm sorry I did it. I pray that
you'll forgive me. God has forgiven
me, and now I'm asking you to
please forgive me." You should not
try to dress up your apology to save
face or to keep from being embarrassed. You should be embarrassed.
I have been embarrassed and

ashamed of myself in the past.
When I was a young boy, I had a
cousin who was a good friend to me.
She would come to our house, and
we played together as children. One
day Mother sent my cousin and me
to the grocery store to get a loaf of
bread for lunch. When I got there, I
started acting like a smart aleck. The
owner was an elderly man, and he
knew all of us. Mother said if I had
any change left over, I could get
some penny candy for both of us. So
as I told him what I wanted, he said,
"I'm sorry, son, I'm out of that." I got
very indignant. I was only seven or
eight years of age, but I slammed my
money down on the counter and said:
"Well, that's the kind I want! I want
that kind!"
He said, "I don't have it. I'm out
of it."
I grabbed that money back and
said, "Well, then, I'm not buying
anything!" Then I walked out of that
store in a huff.
When we got home with the

bread, do you know what my dear,
sweet, little cousin did? She ran to
my mother and said, "Aunt Helen, do
you know what Richard did down
there in that store?"
Mother said, "No, what did he
do?"
She told her how I acted. I was
angry with her for that. Do you know
what my mother told me? She said,
"All right, mister, you get yourself
back down to that store and tell Mr.
Guttenberger that you're sorry and
ask him to forgive you." It was not
too bad at first until she said: "To
make sure you do it, I'm sending
Darcy along with you!" You talk
about being embarrassed and
ashamed! I wished a thousand times
that I had never acted that way! I
went into that store and said: "Mr.
Guttenberger, I'm sorry I acted that
way. Would you forgive me?"
Little children cry easily. Adults
need to learn to cry easily sometimes. Adults can act so abrasive and
tough; but when you have really

done wrong, you need to be saturated with humility and make it right.
You need to apologize. Do not try to
save face. When you do apologize,
you should not say, "Well, if it wasn't
for So-and-So, I wouldn't have done
what I did." Dear one, that is no
apology. You need to keep everybody else out of it. You are responsible for your own words and behavior. It does not matter if a dozen
people around you convinced you to
do or say something. You should
simply apologize for what you have
said or done.
Too many times people do not
make clear apologies to God. Often
they try to hide disobedience. You
need to be true to yourself and true
to God. Can you truly say, "I have no
animosity or ill will in my heart
against anybody"? Do not give place
to the devil. Do not let him have any
room to work.
(Compact Disc TR-1464)

Stop Fussing
A dear old lady went for the first time on a railway journey of about fifty
miles through an interesting and beautiful region. She had looked forward
to the trip with great pleasure. She was to see so much and enjoy it all so
greatly. However, it took her so long to get her basket and parcels
adjusted, her seat comfortably arranged, and the shades right that she was
only just settling down to enjoy her trip when the conductor called out the
name of her station, and she had to get up and hustle out. "Oh, my!" she
said, "if I'd known that we would have been here so soon, I wouldn't have
wasted my time fussing."
The wheels of time are flying. The last station is at hand. You need to
get your mind on the business of life. Live as you wish to have lived when
the porter calls out the last station, and don't waste time "fussing."
Selected
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Christian
Speech

The tongue may cause heartache
and trouble. James 3:5b-6 says: "Behold,
how great a matter a little fire kindleth!
And the tongue is a fire, a world of
iniquity; so is the tongue among our
members, that it defileth the whole
body, and setteth on fire the course of
nature; and it is set on fire of hell."
Someone once said this: "Words,
your words and mine, can leap from
life to life, spreading destruction wherever they go. Words are like
death—they sting, they char, they ruin.
Words eat like the plague. Words tear
down like the hurricane. Words undermine like the tide. Words are irresistible as the lightning. They explode like
dynamite. Yet there are some who fling
about these fearful engines of woe as if
they were cotton down. They say whatever they please and call it frankness.
Their speech cuts and bruises and
burns, and they call it courage. It is not
courage. It is horrible cruelty, cruelty
without excuse. We live in an age of
torpedoes and eleven-inch guns, but
the tongue still bears the palm of sheer
destructiveness. Some laws compel a
man to go about unarmed with revolvers and bowie knives, yet he carries
about in his head a far more destructive weapon than either. Our vocabulary is a very arsenal of weapons. There
are words which are more explosive
than dynamite."
While the tongue may be, and often
is, "a restless evil, full of deadly poison," yet it may be a great blessing.
Jesus has shown us what a great blessing human speech may be. What has
been said of Jesus as a teacher shows
how constantly He was talking. He was
a great doer, but He was also always
talking with people. He talked of what
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was worthy and profitable. There is no
record of trivial conversation. He was
always grave and serious, though sympathetic and kind. At feasts He turned
the talk to useful themes. He spoke of
the things that He knew about, of the
things of His own nature. His very
words, He said, were spirit and life.
They were not words of self-seeking
and self-interest. He spoke of what He
had seen with God and of what God
gave Him to speak. Even His enemies
testified that no man had ever spoken
as Jesus did.
A writer says that it is his opinion
that too many Christians who profess
are not absolutely truthful in speech.
Slander, boastfulness, and inconsistency of speech can be forms of lying.
How many misrepresent the truth in
order to make a sale? How many tell
so-called "little white lies" and part
truths?
Jesus Christ is our perfect example
in absolute truthfulness. Notice His
straightforward answers, even when
He knew they would send Him to the
Cross. During His trial, shortly before
His crucifixion, the high priest asked
Him if He was "the Christ, the Son of
God." Jesus answered truthfully: "Thou
hast said" (Matthew 26:63-64). During
the trial before Pilate, Pilate asked the
same question: "Art thou then the Son
of God?" Jesus answered, "Ye say that I
am" (Luke 22:70-71). Jesus dared to
speak the plain truth. He shows us
what human speech should be.
The early martyrs believed in
following His example. "It is in our
power," said Justin Martyr, "when we
are examined, to deny that we are
Christians, but we would not live by
telling a lie." "Chinese" Gordon placed
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a high value on absolute truthfulness.
In 1816 he went to India with the viceroy of that country, as his private secretary. Soon after they landed, the viceroy received a bulky pamphlet from a
local magnate. Wishing to conciliate his
magnate, the viceroy asked his secretary to write to the man and say that he
was greatly indebted to him for the
pamphlet, which he had read with the
greatest of interest. Gordon pointed out
that the paper of the pamphlet had not
been cut, and he could not therefore,
say that it had been read with the greatest of interest. The viceroy argued that
it was manifestly impossible to read all
the voluminous matter sent to him and
that the words were a mere figure of
speech. Gordon declared that he could
not reconcile his conscience to state that
the governor had read the pamphlet,
and he resigned his position and sailed
for China on the next steamer. He chose
rather to sacrifice a lucrative income
and chance for advancement than to be
guilty of falsehood. He was truthful, as
Christ would have been in a like position.
Knowing so well the right use of
speech, Jesus gave His disciples explicit
directions concerning the use of their
words. Their great business, He said,
was to talk to men about Him.
What they had learned from Him privately, they were to publish abroad.
In speaking, they were to expect
real help from the Holy Spirit. They
were not to presume in this matter,
however. For every idle word,
men were to give account in the Judgment. For all who were ashamed at
Christ's words, they were to receive
shame. All their own words
[continued on page 19]

Mark 10:6 But from the beginning of the creation God made them
male and female.
7 For this cause shall a man

leave his father and mother, and
cleave to his wife;
8 And they twain shall be one
flesh: so then they are no more

twain, but one flesh.
9 What therefore God hath
joined together, let not man put
asunder.

Brother E. David Stegmeier
God's Ultimate Plan
for Marriage
Today few families understand
what the family altar is, and even
fewer have a family altar in their
home. I hope you will receive some
understanding about what I mean
about the family altar. In too many
cases, people have crowded the family altar out of the family schedule;
the family altar has become obsolete
in their homes. However, we must
remind ourselves of the age-old adage that says, "The family that prays
together stays together." Our first
child was born at a time when hospi-

tals did not allow fathers to go into
the delivery room, so they told me to
have a seat in the waiting room. I
went shopping and got my wife a
little plaque (among a few other
things), and that plaque said, "The
family that prays together stays together."
Sometime back my wife handed
me an article to read from The
Oregonian, and the title of that article is this: "Marriage Today Consists
of a Few I Do's and More Just I's."
One sociologist was quoted as
saying this: "Family systems are
changing so rapidly." The author
wrote a book entitled The Age of
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Independence. The same author said
this: "Marriage is more open to renegotiation, or to reexamining, the
provision in the vows. Marriage is
more open to changing these requirements. Is it for a lifetime or until I
am not happy? What does it mean?
People are not so sure, so they are a
little more hesitant to get into marriage and a little more willing to get
out of it."
Now, I believe that marriage is
for a lifetime—one mate for a lifetime; that is the ideal. Someone may
say, "The home in this age is breaking up." Today we have the terms
"the changing family," "the drifting
15

home," "marriage in transition," "the
marriage crisis," and the list goes on
and on. Many couples are looking at
their parents, the divorces and remarriages, and saying, "We do not
want that kind of marriage." I want
my marriage to be an example to the
young people. Marriages are very
fragile. They need assistance, help,
and support, and the church can
help. The church needs solid families, and the families need the
church.
God has the ideal, perfect,
ultimate plan for marriage. Again, it
is one man and one woman for life.
Marriage originated in the mind of a
loving, Heavenly Father for the happiness and good of all. God established the home. According to God's
plan, the man loves his wife and
children and cares tenderly for them.
When each member of a family adheres to God's plan, the home is the
happiest place on earth.
The Two Become One Flesh
In a Christian home, children
obey and honor their parents. The
husband and the wife support each
other in their separate and distinct
roles. Both of them realize their dependency on each other; they need
each other. In marriage ceremonies I
often say that the man and the
woman are to complement each
other, not c-o-m-p-l-i-m-e-n-t, but
c-o-m-p-l-e-m-e-n-t, which means
the couple helps each other. One
supplies what the other is lacking.
We want our children to have happy
memories of their childhood.
I taught school for many years,
and I have seen lots of sad situations.
One Friday afternoon I was substitute teaching a math class, and a girl
in the class was crying profusely. I
asked her, "What is wrong?"
She replied: "I have to go to my
father's house this weekend and I
don't want to go. I want to stay with
my mother." She kept crying, and I
really felt sorry for her. That is not
the way it should be.
As parents, we ought to give our
children happy memories of their
16

childhood. Every child deserves a
stable, happy home. A child does not
ask to come into this world; so, as
parents, we are responsible for seeing that the home is anchored in
Christ. Some children are haunted
with ugly childhood experiences, and
they can never get rid of those memories.
A solid, sound, functioning home
is essential to one's happiness. When
school was dismissed every day, I
went home immediately. I did not go
to a club or a golf course or fishing
or hunting; I went home. A strong
church is dependent on strong, Godfearing homes. A nation is benefitted
greatly by homes built upon the principles of God's Eternal Word.
Our Scripture text reads in verse
7, "For this cause shall a man leave
his father and mother, and cleave to
his wife." The word cleave means,
"to adhere firmly to; to be loyal to; to
be unwavering." Mark 10:4 reads,
"And they said, Moses suffered to
write a bill of divorcement, and to
put her away." From another translation, that same Scripture says this:
"Then the Pharisees said, Moses
allowed a man to write out a divorce
paper and send her away."
Jesus said that Moses wrote that
command because of the hardness of
their hearts; they were stubborn.
According to the Word of God,
when God made the world, He made
male and female. Therefore, a man
will leave his father and mother and
be united with his wife, and the two
will become one body; so they are no
more two, but one. God has joined
the two together, so no one should
separate them. I know there are exceptions, but I am preaching the rule.
We preach the rule in the Church of
God so that we do not sin. God's rule
is one man and one wife throughout
their lifetimes.
In the verses prior to our
Scripture reading, you can read that
the Pharisees were questioning Jesus
about the subject of divorce. In Old
Testament times the wife was treated
as if she were just a piece of property. The husband could divorce his
wife any time he became displeased
GospelTrumpeter.com • August 2015

with her. Her role was not one of
honor and security. Because of the
hardness of men's hearts, the husband could write a bill of divorcement for almost any reason. However, this was not God's original
intent for marriage.
The Standard of a
Divinely Ordered Home
Marriage is a divine institution.
When a man and a woman are joined
together in holy matrimony, it is to
be a lifetime commitment. God established marriage for the good of
all, and when people violate it, everyone will suffer. Someone may
say, "Oh, Daddy has to be happy,
and Mommy has to be happy," but
what about the children? When the
relationship is out of order in the
home, the children suffer tremendously, and sometimes they suffer
for the rest of their lives. Before you
enter marriage, you need to consider
it very seriously and receive counsel
from a godly pastor.
Some people get in and out of
marriages as though they are changing clothes. Before you are married,
you need to take it very seriously.
You should not enter it unadvisedly
or indiscreetly. Marriage is very
serious.
Christianity has elevated women
to a place of honor not found in any
other religion in the world. I think it
is beautiful. The marriage vows
show the relationship between Christ
and His church. Ephesians 5:22 instructs, "Wives, submit yourselves
unto your own husbands, as unto the
Lord." We are living in a day when
some wives want to be the head of
the home instead of the husband.
That ought not to be in Christian
homes. The husband and the wife
each have a distinct role, and the
man is to be the leader of the home.
A man should never allow the wife
to take that position in the home. It is
not God's plan.
When I was teaching school, I
taught literature. There is a story
entitled "The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty." In that story he allowed his

wife to take control of the home.
Whenever she would get after him
about something, in his imagination
he would go back to his days of being in the military service and being
fired upon by the enemy. He learned
to cope with her dominance in this
way.
God wants the man to be the
head of the home. Now, the husband
is not to be unkind. He should never
hurt his wife, and he should be careful of how he speaks to her. If possible, occasionally he should take her
out to eat, help with the baby, wash
the dishes, and help clean the house.
Once when I was at a business,
a young lady whom I had taught in
school met me at the counter. She
said: "Mr. Stegmeier, you had me in
school as a student. Would you
marry my boyfriend and me?"
I said, "Well, I will consider it."
Then she said, "But in the vows,
I want you to leave out the part that
says I am to obey."
I said, "Well, then, I don't think I
can marry you."
The husband is supposed to be
kind, loving, and compassionate. He
should kiss his wife every morning,
help her, and perhaps occasionally
bring breakfast to her in bed or take
her out.
Ephesians 5:22-28 reads:
"Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as unto the Lord. For
the husband is the head of the wife,
[It is out of divine order when the
wife takes the lead and the man goes
along with that like a puppy dog.
That makes the woman look out of
place.] even as Christ is the head of
the church: and he is the savior of the
body.
"Therefore as the church is
subject unto Christ, so let the wives
be to their own husband in every
thing. Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the church,
and gave himself for it; That he
might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, That
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish.

So ought men to love their wives as
their own bodies. He that loveth his
wife loveth himself."
The man should not put down
his wife. That is not treating her as
she ought to be treated. Again, verse
28 states, "So ought men to love
their wives as their own bodies. He
that loveth his wife loveth himself."
The Pattern for Success
in the Home
Ephesians 5:29-33 reads: "For
no man ever yet hated his own flesh;
but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even
as the Lord the church: For we are
members of his body, of his flesh,
and of his bones. For this cause shall
a man leave his father and mother,
and shall be joined unto his wife, and
they two shall be one flesh. This is a
great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let every one of you in particular
so love his wife even as himself; and
the wife see that she reverence her
husband."
God uses the pattern of marriage
between the husband and the wife to
illustrate the attachment between
Christ and His people. Christ's love
and self-sacrifice for the church is
man's standard for his relationship
with his wife. Husband, you should
treat your wife as Christ treats you.
Do you speak to her as Christ speaks
to you? We each should do our best
to contribute to the success of the
church and the home. You can be
your best for God and for the church
when you are at your best in the
home.
In the home the husband and the
wife ought to be respectful of each
other. They should speak to each
other with love. One man said, "The
secret of family unity, of happy family relations, and of national unity
and strength is the family altar." You
should never allow the rush of your
life to crowd out family worship. My
wife has always contended there
should be an evening meal when all
the children, the mother, and the
father gather. Someone may say:
"We all have different schedules. We
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eat and sleep at different times."
However, getting together for a few
minutes of prayer and Bible reading
is imperative; it must be done. Perhaps you need to turn off the television. We never had television, but it
is more prevalent today. Years ago,
ministers cried out more about the
dangers of television.
Today laptops and cell phones
may take more of your time than
television and can be more injurious
to our morals than a television, so
you need to be careful about using
these devices. If you are not careful,
computers and cell phones can be
even more damaging. I realize that
we need them. I understand that.
Nevertheless, we need to be very,
very careful of how we use them. If
you have a laptop, a cell phone, or
any other electronic devices, remember that Jesus is always there
watching.
Deuteronomy 4:7-10 reads: "For
what nation is there so great, who
hath God so nigh unto them, as the
LORD our God is in all things that we
call upon him for? And what nation
is there so great, that hath statutes
and judgments so righteous as all
this law, which I set before you this
day? [Paul said in Acts 20:28 to the
elders, 'Take heed therefore unto
yourselves, and to all the flock.']
Only take heed to thyself, and keep
thy soul diligently, lest thou forget
the things which thine eyes have
seen, and lest they depart from thy
heart all the days of thy life: but
teach them thy sons, and thy sons'
sons; Specially the day that thou
stoodest before the LORD thy God in
Horeb, when the LORD said unto me,
Gather me the people together, and I
will make them hear my words, that
they may learn to fear me all the days
that they shall live upon the earth,
and that they may teach their children." Parent, your greatest responsibility is within the four walls of your
home.
Obeying Biblical Principles
We read in Deuteronomy 6:4-5:
"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God
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is one LORD: And thou shalt love the
LORD thy God with all thine heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy
might." I do not believe the Word of
God is superfluous, or adds unnecessary words. I believe that God intended every word to be there. You
must love Him with all your heart, all
your soul, and all your might.
Verses 6-9 state: "And these
words, which I command thee this
day, shall be in thine heart: And thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest
up. And thou shalt bind them for a
sign upon thine hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between thine eyes.
And thou shalt write them upon the
posts of thy house, and on thy gates."
Deuteronomy 11:18-21 tells us:
"Therefore shall ye lay up these my
words in your heart and in your soul,
and bind them for a sign upon your
hand, that they may be as frontlets
between your eyes. And ye shall
teach them your children, speaking
of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the
way, when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up. And thou shalt
write them upon the door posts of
thine house, and upon thy gates: That
your days may be multiplied, and the
days of your children, in the land
which the Lord sware unto your
fathers to give them, as the days of
heaven upon the earth."
In Luke 12:48b we read, "For
unto whomsoever much is given, of
him shall be much required: and to
whom men have committed much, of
him they will ask the more."
The Bible says that Israel had
been blessed of God above all nations on the earth; therefore, they
were more responsible than any
other people. I believe that the
Church of God is more responsible
than any people on earth. I take my
responsibility as pastor a greater
responsibility than any airline pilot or
any surgeon because I am dealing
with the souls of mankind. Those
professionals are concerned about
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the safety and well being of the physical body. I am concerned about the
part of man that will live forever;
therefore, it behooves me to be all
that God would have me to be.
When I was a child, my mother
read Elsie Egermeier's Bible Storybook to us. Elsie Egermeier was a
member of the Church of God. I
believe it was the greatest Bible
storybook ever written. Our family
incorporated it into our family altar.
My mother wore out many copies of
it. When we went to a large city, she
would request that my father take her
to a Goodwill store so she could see
if they had an early edition. She felt
that they had deeper spiritual truths
than the revised editions.
Someone once said, "We may
well think of our homes as the laboratories that the church has for practicing the principles of Christian
living, which it advocates." What a
godly pastor preaches, you ought to
implement in your home. You should
take it home and practice it. Some
parents shed less and less positive
influence on the lives of their children. Morals and values are being
pulled up and destroyed. Modesty
and decency are considered old fashioned. Therefore, juvenile delinquency has become a national
epidemic. It begins with the father.
The Blessedness of
the Christian Home
Many children are not taught
basic moral ethics, such as honesty,
respect for authority, respect for
someone else's property, fear of the
law, and the values of purity and
virtue. Children are great imitators,
and they are prone to follow careless
examples and excuse themselves for
their carelessness unless the home
can overcome that fault. They watch.
We should be an example as Godfearing people. We have an
important responsibility.
Children are a God-given trust.
One blessing of marriage is procreation, or children. Another blessing of the Christian home is that your
faith can be passed on to your posGospelTrumpeter.com • August 2015

terity. I want my children to understand the truths of the Church of
God, and they do understand them
and appreciate them. If you have not
already done so, you need to work to
implement a family altar; it will be
worth the effort. Someone may ask,
"What do you mean by 'a family
altar'"? There is an old song that I
think will tell you what a family altar
is. This song is entitled "Family Bible."
There's a family Bible on the table
Its pages torn and hard to read
But the family Bible on the table
Will ever be my key to memories
At the end of day when work was over
And when the evening meal was done
Dad would read to us from the family
Bible
And we'd count our many blessings
one by one
This old world of ours is full of
troubles
But this world would oh, so better be
If we'd find more Bibles on the table
And mothers singing Rock of Ages
cleft for me
I can see us sitting round the table
When from the family Bible Dad
would read
I can hear my mother softly singing
Rock of Ages, Rock of Ages cleft for
me.

The spirituality of a congregation
is contingent upon the spirituality of
its homes. Without a family altar a
family is weak spiritually. Do you
need to repair the family altar in your
home? If you will do that, the spirituality of your home will be increased.
I would like you to read a poem entitled "Rebuilding the Family Altar."
Rear you an altar that will last forever,
Longer than any shafts or marble
dome;
Erect it there beside your own
heath-fire—

The chaste, white family altar in the
home.
Chisel the Word of God upon the
waiting
Hearts and minds of the dear ones
gathered there;
The blowing sands of time will not
erase it,
Nor friction dim the imprint of
your prayer.
For memory will hold those chiseled
letters,
And prayer shall be imbedded in the
heart.
O father, mother, rear that lasting
altar,
And the children whom you love
will not depart
From the way of life. The Word will
last forever,
Though earth and heaven itself should
pass away.
If you have not as yet begun the
building
Of that eternal altar—start today.

Another poem entitled "If Every
Home Were An Altar" reads:
If every home were an altar
Where holiest vows were paid,
And life's best gifts in sacrament
Of purest love were laid;
If every home were an altar
Where harsh or angry thought
Was cast aside for kindly one
And true forgiveness sought;
If every home were an altar
Where hearts weighed down with care
Could find sustaining strength
and grace
In sweet uplift of prayer;
Then small would be earth's problems,
Banish sin's curse and blight;
For God's own love would radiate
From every altar light.

A little girl was asked to pray at
the dinner table, and she said this:
"Come, Lord Jesus, to be our guest,"
when, suddenly turning to her mother, she said, "But Mother, I do not
want Jesus to be our guest."

"Why, dear?" demanded her
horrified parent.
"Well, a guest is one who comes
only sometimes," said the child. "I
want Jesus to be here all the time."
Another individual has said,
"The family without the prayer circle
is like a family living without a roof
over its head: when the storms come,
the winds blow, and the rains fall,
there is no protection." Surely the
homes without prayer have no protection for life and the problems and
the stresses that come our way.
I trust that after this message,
every reader will feel the need and
the urgency to implement a family
altar. There is no set way to conduct
the family altar, but it is good to read
from a Bible story book or to read a
passage of Scripture. Also, maybe
you could have a Scripture to memorize for the week. We all need to
learn those valuable stories in the
Bible.
The way you conduct your
family altar is up to you, but let us
remember my closing comment is
this: we must remember that a godly
home is the anchor for our children,
for the church, for society, and for
our nation.
(Compact Disc TR-1437)

[Camp Meeting Report—contin. from p. 2]

clamor of the world and again enjoy
a heavenly atmosphere unmolested.
We want to remind you that the
camp meeting recordings, which are
available on CD's, MP3's, or DVD's,
may be obtained by writing: CD
Ministry, Church of God, 675 N.
Cedar St., Newark, OH 43055 or
call 740-345-1312. You will find a
list on page 25 of this issue.
We also invite you to join us for
the August Camp Meeting, which is
being held August 2-9. We hope to
see you here for another oldfashioned camp meeting!
Staff
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[Esp. for Young Peo.—contin. from p. 14]

were to be made public, and by their
words men were to be justified or condemned in the Judgment. Some words
can never be forgotten. Jesus taught
that words of men are but expressions
of their characters. For a time of course,
a man might conceal his true character
and speak words which were not sincere, but at the last the real man within
will betray himself in his words. An
earthly character will issue in the conversation of a man of the earth. On the
other hand, the attestation of the Holy
Spirit when he came would be his
unceasing conversation about Christ.
Jesus' directions to the Apostles
apply to us. The Apostles found it necessary to warn the early Christians
regarding this matter of speech, and we
still need these warnings. Is your conversation often frivolous or unkind or
worse? Flattery, so sternly condemned
in the Bible, gossip, tattling, exaggeration, flippancy, garrulity, uncleanliness,
evil suggestiveness, and falsehood are
a few of the many sins of speech of
which people are frequently guilty.
Each person should strive daily to
make his speech a blessing, to speak in
a manner becoming a follower of Jesus
Christ. Power of speech, one of God's
greatest gifts, is meant for noble use.
The Psalmist wrote in Psalm 19:14, "Let
the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in my
sight, O LORD, my strength, and my
redeemer."
Drop a word of cheer and kindness,
just a flash and it is gone;
But there are half a hundred ripples
circling on, and on, and on,
Bearing hope and joy and comfort on
each splashing, dashing wave,
Till you'd not believe the volume of
the kind word that you gave.
Drop a word of cheer and kindness,
in a minute you forget;
But there's gladness still a-swelling,
and there's joy a-circling yet.
And you've rolled a wave of comfort
whose sweet music can be heard
Over miles and miles of water,
just by dropping a kind word.
Selected
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Jude 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation,
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Brother Larry Dishman
Beware of Lasciviousness
There is much confusion in the
religious world concerning what the
grace of God really is. Grace is a
free gift. We have not done anything
to deserve God's wonderful gift of
grace. The grace of God is not to be
turned into lasciviousness. If we are
to fully grasp the seriousness of
Jude's warnings, we need to understand the meaning of the word
lasciviousness. This term embodies
every conceivable strain of sin. It is
the lack of moral discipline, having
no regard for accepted moral stan20

dards, loose runaway passions and
lust, lawlessness, and the casting
off of all restraints. It resembles all
that is filthy, degrading, lewd, and
obscene.
The Bible tells us there are those
who turn the grace of God into
lasciviousness. Now, we expect the
world to live in lasciviousness. We
expect them to freely indulge in their
lusts. However, we do not expect
God's people to live this way. Every
Sunday, professing Christians gather
in the houses of worship, supposedly
to worship God, to hear His Word,
and to enjoy fellowship. The truth of
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the matter is, many of these same
people lead lust-filled lives. Some
are living in fornication, some are
committing adultery, and some are
feeding their addictions to pornography, smoking, drinking alcohol, lying, cheating, and stealing. Lasciviousness has become an epidemic in
many congregations across our country.
Millions of people are immersing
themselves in erotic filth and smut,
and it is being brought into their
homes through various mediums.
This flood of filth has become so
pervasive that even elderly grandmas

and grandpas are indulging in it. The
devil has opened the floodgates of
hell and is baptizing professing
Christians in filth and sensuality.
This moral landslide has surpassed
anything that the human mind can
conjure. Demonic spirits of lust are
sweeping over this nation, bringing
nudity, perversion, and a flood of
filth. It is going to take getting a firm
grip on God to be able to survive in
the day and time in which we are
living.
Those people who are on the
fence are going to fall flat on their
faces. If you are on the fence, you
had better get off and get a firm grip
on God. Those who do not enter the
ark of God's safety are going to be
swept away with this flood of filth
that is going on in this country.
What is the devil's aim in
bringing a spirit of lasciviousness? It
is to make you believe that the Lord
is no longer serious about sin. Satan
wants you to think there is no wrath
of God at all, that His grace covers
all righteous judgment. This is a
false idea that many people have
about the grace of God. At times you
will hear the enemy whisper, "Do not
fret about your lust; there is abundant mercy and forgiveness in the
Lord." The devil will cause you to
believe that it is all right to keep
going back to ask God for mercy,
because He has much mercy and
grace; however, we are not to turn
the grace of God into lasciviousness.
The Path of Bondage
Some people become addicted to
an unforsaken lust, and at that point,
they begin to hold the truth of God in
unrighteousness. They have invented
a false grace to excuse their lasciviousness. This is what is going on in
the religious world. This spirit is
working in denominations. If you are
not careful, it will work on you and
make you think that you can live in
sin and still be a Christian because
God's grace will cover the whole
mess. Many are preaching a false
Christ through a perverted concept
of grace. The devil is probably not

bent on hooking you with a bunch of
filth to begin with. He may know that
he could never tempt you with gross
sin. However, if he can pervert your
concept of grace, if he can get you to
see grace as an excuse for permissiveness, then he can start you down
the path of bondage.
Grace is not an excuse for
permissiveness. If you get started
down that road, soon you will be
doing things that you never conceived that you would do, and worse
yet, he will have you sold on the lie
that it is okay for you to indulge in
your lust once in a while. If you have
a true biblical understanding of what
the grace of God truly is, then the
enemy cannot deceive you on this
point.
God's grace is not a band-aid to
slap over an unclean life. He will
wash you in His blood, and it makes
you white as snow. He will clean you
up. He does not save you in your
sins; he saves you from your sins.
God's grace does not condemn the
sinner and then condone that same
sin in the Christian. This is the
thought that some folks have. Some
preachers preach against sin in the
sinner and then condone it in the
professing Christian.
Why are so many people being
carried away with the devil's flood of
lasciviousness? Jude tells us certain
men have crept in unawares, ungodly
men, turning the grace of God into
lasciviousness. The devil uses ministers to pervert the Gospel of grace.
Romans 6:1-2 states: "What shall we
say then? Shall we continue in sin,
that grace may abound? [This spirit
was evidently working two thousand
years ago, promoting the false idea
that the more you sin, the more
God's grace abounds. The Apostle
Paul answered his own question.]
God forbid. How shall we, that are
dead to sin, live any longer therein?"
Those who turn the grace of God
into lasciviousness act as if grace is
a license to continue in sin rather
than salvation saving them from sin.
In John 1:29 John said, "Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world." Jesus said in John
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5:14, "Behold, thou art made whole:
sin no more, lest a worse thing come
unto thee." He did not tell them to go
and sin less. Paul raised a question
when he said: "Shall we continue in
sin, that grace may abound?" In the
fervor of his holy soul, Paul cried out
the answer to the question: "God
forbid."
Grace Is No Excuse
for Disobedience
We discover in Romans,
Chapter 6, that those who embrace
the truth of salvation through grace
by faith sometimes excuse themselves from obedience to the law.
They make a profession, making
such use of the truth of divine grace,
as though grace is going to cover all
their sins—past, present, and future— without regard to the continued choices or conduct of those who
believe. That is exactly what is being
taught in the religious world today.
I was listening to a recording that
I was given, and when the preacher
got to a certain point in his message,
he said, "This is the great thing about
this grace message: when God saves
you, He saves you from past sins,
present sins, and future sins." I do
not know what book he read that out
of, but he did not get it from the
King James version of the Bible.
When you get saved, God does forgive you of your past sins. However,
the Bible does not say that anything
that lies ahead of that moment of
time will be forgiven.
The Bible tells us if we happen
to sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
According to 1 John 2:2, He is the
propitiation for our sins. First John
1:9 says, "If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." The truth of the
matter is, it is more than just confessing your sins.
Proverbs 28:13 tells us, "He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy." God does
not forgive a person because he
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confesses his sins. Along with
confession, one must have a real
desire and an intention in the heart to
forsake the sins that he is asking God
to forgive. It is a false idea of grace
to think that a person can just keep
sinning and kneel down every night
and say, "God, forgive me for all the
sins that I have committed today."
I have talked to some people
who really believe they sin every
day, but they live clean lives. What
sins have you committed today? If
you are a Christian, you do not have
to commit sin every day. This is a
grave error in the religious world.
One is not saved by works; he is not
saved by keeping the law. Having
been saved by divine grace, we are
under obligation to obey all the moral
precepts and all the holy principles of
the moral law. The only law from
which the believer is free is the ceremonial law, which consists of types
and shadows now fulfilled by our
Lord Jesus Christ.
What Does the Grace of God Do?
Grace is an enabling gift of God
not to sin. It is not just pardon; it is
also power. True grace promotes
holiness, and every man who tastes
of the saving grace of God is made a
new creature in Christ. We read in
2 Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new."
To the Christian, the abounding
grace of the Father is a bond to righteousness, which he never thinks of
breaking. He feels the sweet constraints of the sacred gratitude and
desire for perfect holiness in the fear
of the Lord.
All beings live according to their
nature. Do you know why sinners do
what they do? It is their nature; their
nature has not been changed. The
regenerated man works out the holy
instincts of a renewed mind, trying
out their holiness, warring against
sin, laboring to be pure in all things.
The regenerate man puts forth all his
strength toward that which is pure
and perfect. A new heart makes all
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the difference in the world. The true
Christian does not choose to live in
sin in order to get more grace to
abound.
What does the grace of God do?
Titus 2:11-14 states: "For the grace
of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, Teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world; Looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of
the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; Who gave himself for us, that
he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works."
Paul let us know exactly what
the grace of God will do. First of all,
it has appeared to all men, and it
teaches us to deny ungodliness and
worldly lusts. It causes us to live
soberly, righteously, and godly in
this present world. God does all of
this to redeem us, not from some
iniquity, but from all iniquity.
In verse 13 what did Paul say the
grace of God does? First, it is an
anticipation and longing for the Lord,
looking for the blessed hope and the
glorious appearing of the great God
and our Savior Jesus Christ. Second,
the grace of God gives us a godly
fear and a holy reverence for the
Lord. That is what the true grace of
God will do for an individual.
Hebrews 12:28 reads, "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved, let us have grace,
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear."
This verse ties grace directly to reverence, which includes all respect
and soberness. If you have a revelation of grace, His love, holiness, and
beauty, it will produce in you an awe
and a reverence. Salvation that grace
brings is a salvation from the power
of sin. Grace rescues us from the
habits of sin and from the love of sin.
Grace will never lead a person to sin.
Some people are not like the men
that Jude described. If you are, we
pray that you will get your real need
taken care of in your heart and life.
Jude calls such ungodly ministers
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filthy dreamers who defile the flesh,
despising the dominion and speaking
evil of dignities. By contrast, other
people are God-fearing, obedient
servants. They are not dabbling in
the filth of this world. They have
forsaken lasciviousness, and they are
walking in grace that leads to true
holiness.
A Warning Against Satan's Lies
Some professing Christians
struggle from time to time with a
lapse into lasciviousness. They have
not given themselves over to their
lusts, but occasionally they have an
encounter with something unclean.
Do you occasionally have an encounter with something that is unclean? I
saw an example of this in a report
released by a hotel specializing in
conventions. The report stated that
the greatest number of in-room payper-view pornography movies were
requested during a religious convention. In fact, more pornographic
movies were piped into the rooms
during church conventions than during all other types of conventions that
had been held there. Their survey
proved that professing Christians
have lapsed into sinful indulgences.
Now, if you have lapsed into
lasciviousness from time to time, no
doubt, after each indulgence, you felt
the weight and the guilt of the sins
that you committed, and you repented. Would you like to be delivered from occasional lapses? I want
to address this thought right now,
because it is a possibility that from
time to time, you have lapsed into
something that you know is not right.
Satan realizes that you are going to
cry out to God every time you sin,
and he knows that you are going to
receive God's forgiveness. Therefore, as long as you still have a measure of the fear of God in your heart,
he cannot bind you to any lust or any
sin.
How, then, does the enemy eventually get hold of some of God's
people? How does he recruit those
who have known true grace? He
arms them with a false gospel and

sends them into churches to try to
deceive the elect. The only way the
devil can bind you to a sin is by selling you a lie, and if there is one thing
that the devil is good at, it is selling
professing Christians lies. In short,
he has to convince you that his lie is
really the truth. He does this most
often by persuading professing
Christians that they can still hold on
to God's truth while indulging in sin.
You may ask, "How could Satan
persuade a sincere Christian that it is
okay to sin?" God never overlooks or
excuses sin. Satan sells his lies by
simply persuading the Christian that
grace is simply a never-ending river
of forgiveness. He whispers to your
mind when you are tempted: "Go
ahead and do it. You can ask God to
forgive you. Did Jesus not say that
we are to forgive others seventy
times seven? Surely your loving
Savior will forgive you many more
times than that. As long as you have
a repentant heart and you keep
mourning over your sin, you will be
okay."
The devil will tell you it makes
no difference how many times you
indulge in your lust, God will always
freely forgive you. This sounds very
close to the truth. Indeed, there is no
end of God's forgiveness for those
who come with a repentant heart and
turn from sin. This statement may be
95 percent true, but the other 5 percent is pure poison. The 5 percent
lies regarding grace is the demonic
leaven that ruins the whole lump.
Perhaps you are thinking, "I have
a godly pastor, and he preaches
solid, biblical truth." You might even
go as far as to say: "I do not know
any ministers who twist the Gospel
into permissiveness. Through the
sermons that I hear about, the new
covenant grace and God's mercy
toward those who struggle, I have
learned that although one has no
power in the flesh to overcome sin,
God's Spirit will empower a person
to obey His Word." You have
grasped an incredibly freeing, lifechanging truth. Yet, if the devil sees
you lapse occasionally into lasciviousness, he will realize that you have

a liking for some sin. The devil
knows down deep in your heart that
you are unwilling to really give it up.
Moreover, through your continued
sinning, you have given him entry
into your mind, and that is exactly
how he will implant a lie in your
mind. He will inject in you a single
deadly distortion of the Truth.
The devil will say: "You have no
ability to resist sin, so God promises
to send the Holy Ghost to do for you
what you cannot do. All you have to
do is keep mourning and your lapse
will not matter. The Holy Spirit
knows when to step in and empower
you. You certainly cannot be judged
for a sin that is out of your control."
Can you see the inserted lie in this? It
is a lie that the Christian has no responsibility for his own sins, and
then individuals end up blaming God
for their sins. They can say: "Why
did the Holy Ghost not come when I
was tempted? I was waiting for God
to empower me, but He never
showed up, and that is the reason I
gave in to the lust; it was not my
fault."
Safeguards Against Seduction
The truth is this: if you do not
want to be free of your lust, you will
take God's gift of grace and run
straight into sin with it. Paul spelled
out this deception when he said,
"Shall we continue in sin that grace
may abound? God forbid." Thank
God, Jude gave three safeguards
against the seductions of Satan's lies
concerning grace.
In Jude, verses 20-21, Jude said:
"But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
unto eternal life." What are these
three safeguards? First, you are to
build up your faith. Second, you are
to pray in the Holy Ghost. Third, you
are to be anxious for nothing. If you
are applying these three safeguards,
then you will understand true grace,
and you will not be seduced into
lasciviousness by any perverted mesGospelTrumpeter.com • August 2015

sage of grace. God has assured this
in His covenant.
Ezekiel 36:26-27 reads: "A new
heart also will I give you, and a new
spirit will I put within you: and I will
take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you an heart of
flesh. And I will put my spirit within
you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them."
God will put His Spirit in you,
and He will empower you to obey
everything that He demands of you.
Yet, there is a condition that people
do not mention. God has attached a
condition to this promise in verses
36-37: "I the LORD have spoken it,
and I will do it. Thus saith the Lord
GOD; I will yet for this be inquired of
by the house of Israel, to do it for
them."
This is where your personal responsibility comes in. You are not to
live passively, always waiting for the
Holy Ghost to show up when you are
tempted. Your job is to continually
inquire of the Lord; in other words,
you must be prayerful. He is telling
you that if you truly want power to
overcome sin, you have to seek Him
for it. If you will come after Him
with all your heart and with true
diligence, He will fulfill every promise of His covenant in your life. Each
of us has within us the ability to
pray, to read God's Word, and to
look for Jesus' soon return. If you
will do these things, Jude declares
that you will reap the benefit of
prayer. Jude, verse 24, states, "Now
unto him that is able to keep you
from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his
glory with exceeding joy."
In closing, I would like to ask
you some questions, and I want you
to be honest. Do you occasionally
have an encounter with something
unclean? Though you profess Christianity, though a large percentage of
the time you are living a good life, do
you occasionally have a lapse into
lasciviousness or a lapse of fornication? While you are at the computer,
do you occasionally go to a website
that you know you have no business
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going to?
Do you occasionally have a lapse
into lukewarmness? Do you occasionally have a lapse going through a
period of time when you are unfaithful to the house of God and then do
good for a while? Have you been

fairly faithful in your prayer life, but
occasionally there is a lapse? Have
you been doing well in the study of
God's Word and your meditation of
the Word of God or are you going
through a lapse? Do you long to be
delivered from the occasional lapse

We need a fervent love for God and the things of
God. It is the foundation, as it were, of all Christian
fervency. If our love lacks fervency, it lacks the vital
element that makes it effective. If our love for God is
kindled into a burning passion, it will put him before all
else. His will and desire will be the delight of our hearts.
His service will be no task, to sacrifice for Him will be
easy, and to obey Him will be our meat. It will make our
consciences tender toward Him. What He loves, we shall
love, and whom He loves we shall love. If our love is
fervent, we shall love Truth, and we shall love it as it is
worthy to be loved—above our own opinions or ideas and
more than the teachings of men. We will not sacrifice or
deny it for ease or comfort or to please others. We shall
strive to make our lives conform to it. We shall labor with
all our strength to spread it over the world. If we love the
Truth, we shall be missionaries whether we are at home
or abroad. Love begets labor.
A fervent love for the brethren glows in the heart that
is full of God. It will burn up criticism and backbiting. It
will burn up division and strife. It will destroy jealousy
and envy. It will make peace in the home, in the church,
and in the individual heart. A thousand troubles come
when love grows cold: the eyes see no more as they once

in your life? God has something better than that for you. You can have
continuous victory. You do not have
to experience an occasional lapse.
(Compact Disc TR-1016E)

saw, the ears hear no more as before, the tongue talks
differently, the glow dries out of the eyes, the heart feels
differently, the tenderness leaves the touch, sympathy
wanes in the heart, and there is ashes for beauty and
heaviness instead of praise. When the first love is left,
when the divine fire is quenched, out of the life has gone
its richness, its transfiguring beauty, and then what is
left?
O brother, sister, keep the red glow of fervency in
your love. If you have lost it, rest not till it is rekindled.
Love makes us strong to do and to bear. John Knox said
to God, "Give me Scotland or I die." That was love that
shook a kingdom. Paul counted not his life dear to him.
That was love that overthrew the idols of the heathen.
God "so loved the world," and a new era dawned,
bringing light and salvation. If we have such love, it will
work out in effectual action. A church fervent in love is
a church reaching out and winning others. It is a church
with an all-absorbing passion for the lost. Let us ask
ourselves these questions: Have I a fervent love or am I
cold? Has my love lost its strength?

If the Lord intended for us to live
in a permissive society, wouldn't the
Ten Commandments have been called
the Ten Suggestions?
24

GospelTrumpeter.com • August 2015

Selected

Recrd. No.

Date

Message Title

Minister

TR-1533
TR-1534

6-21-2015

God Is the Model Father
Does the Bible Teach Unconditional Forgiveness?

Bro. Larry Dishman
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1535
TR-1536
TR-1537

6-22-2015

Believe on Him That Was Sent
The Christian’s Armor, Part 1
Real Salvation

Bro. C. H. Ferguson
Bro. David Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1538
TR-1539
TR-1540

6-23-2015

The Results of Miracles
The Christian’s Armor, Part 2
Who Will Go for Us?

Bro. Paul Prinkey
Bro. David Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1541

6-24-2015

The Cold-Hearted Statement "I Don’t Care"
The Christian’s Armor, Part 3, is unavailable
Nothing Between My Soul and the Savior

Bro. Calvin Foster
Bro. David Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1543
TR-1544
TR-1545

6-25-2015

Standing in the Gap, Making Up the Hedge for the Lord
The Christian’s Armor, Part 4
I Held on Until the Storm Was Over

Bro. David Watson
Bro. David Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1546
TR-1547
TR-1548

6-26-2015

Our Appetites
How to Avoid the Snares of the Devil
In the Valley of Decision

Bro. Tim Wilson
Bro. David Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1549
TR-1550

6-27-2015

A Greater Than Jonas Is Here
Effective Faith

Bro. Mike Hufford
Bro. David Stegmeier

TR-1551

6-28-2015

The Truth Concerning Predestination

Bro. Larry Dishman

TM-339
TM-340
TM-341
TM-342
TM-343

2015

Spring Camp
Spring Camp
Spring Camp
Spring Camp
Spring Camp

2015

Spring Camp Meeting Choir Songs # 1
Spring Camp Meeting Choir Songs # 2

2015

All Morning & Evening Messages in MP3 Format (1 CD)
Teaching Services (Afternoon) in MP3 Format (1 CD)
All Songs for the Spring Camp Meeting in MP3 Format (1 CD)

TR-1542

Meeting Songs
Meeting Songs
Meeting Songs
Meeting Songs
Meeting Songs

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5

All messages and music recordings are available only on regular CD's or MP3 format. (Cassette tapes are no longer available.) The suggested
donation for regular CD's is $3.00 each and for DVD's is $5.00 each. The suggested donation for MP3's is $10.00 each. The postage is
$3.00 for one CD or MP3 and $0 .35 for each additional. Recordings may be ordered by writing The Gospel Trumpeter, CD Ministry, 675
N. Cedar St., Newark, Ohio 43055, or by calling (740) 345-1312, the Print Shop. Please make check or money order in U.S. funds payable
to The Gospel Trumpeter.

GospelTrumpeter.com • August 2015

25

Newark, OH
August 2-9

Camp Meeting: Church of God, God's Acres. Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055
Please see opposite page for further information.

Summersville, WV
August 23-30

Revival: The Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road., Summersville, WV 26651
Preaching from the Book of Revelation nightly
Service times: Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m., Saturday 6:00 p.m., and
Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders. Telephone: 304-872-

4047
Visit our website: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com
Medina, OH
September 5

All-Day Fellowship Meeting: The Church of God, 6745 Wooster Pike,
Medina, OH. Service times: 10:00 a.m. & 2:30 p.m.
A meal will be served by the local congregation.
For further information contact the church at 330-725-5993 or call 330-421-0187

Mt. Pleasant, PA
September 7-13

Revival: Mt. Pleasant Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA
Evangelist: Bro. Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Mon.-Sat. 7:00 p.m.; Sun. 10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Paul Prinkey, 109 Salvation Lane,
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666. Telephone: 724-547-2151

Chicago, IL
September 15-20

Revival: Harding Street Church of God, 3924 W 14th Street, Chicago, IL 60623

Evangelist: Bro. Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For further information contact: Brother Aurelius Reedy Raines
Telephone: 708-751-1534

Chicago, IL
September 21-23

Revival: All Nations Church of God, Central Park & 3615 Cermak, Chicago, IL
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For further information contact: Brother Prince Michael Martin.
Telephone: 773-292-0411

Comstock, MI
September 24-27

Revival: Comstock Church of God, 555 Alger Street, Kalamzoo, MI 49041

Chicago, IL
September 28-30

Revival: Central Church of God, 3015-17 West Flournoy Street, Chicago, IL 60612
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For further information contact: Sister Young. Telephone: 312-509-3947

New Castle, IN
October 1-4,

Revival: Ninth Street Church of God, 125 S. 9th Street, New Castle, IN 47362

Evangelist: Bro. Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
For further information contact: Pastor Jerry Miller
Telephone: 269-998-3194

Evangelist: Bro. Larry Dishman, Hurley, Mississippi
Service times: Thursday-Saturday 7:00 p.m.; Sunday School 9:45 a.m.,
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Allen Polston, 2020 Ralph St.,
New Castle, IN 47362
Telephone: 765-524-1776 or 765-521-8284

Look to other books for INFORMATION , but look only to the Bible for TRANSFORMATION .
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to attend the

Fall Camp Meeting
August 2-9

Three Services Daily
10:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
The first service begins at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday.

Holy Ghost Preaching } Inspirational Singing
Children's Services } Divine Healing

Come and worship the Lord with us!
MEALS reasonably priced (full-time evangelists and pastors and their spouses are halfprice). LODGING is free-will offering basis.
Name_____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________ State_________ Zip_______________
Phone_________________________________ Date Needed_____________________
____Number in family
____Number of rooms needed
____Number of beds needed
Send Reservations to: David L. Bush
725 N. Cedar St.
Newark, OH 43055

____Number for boys' dorm
____Number for women's dorm
____Number for girls' dorm
You may call 740-345-1213
for reservations (If no answer,
please leave a message).

GOD'S ACRES  NEWARK, OHIO
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