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Failure is not a pleasant thing
for anyone to experience. However, you will not find many
people who can say they have
never failed since they began to
serve the Lord. Failure is usually
the outgrowth of neglect or
carelessness. It can occur during
the time of a trial or a weak
period in life. It can also be the
result of taking the Word of God
too lightly. In any event, some
individuals fail in their walk with
the Lord. Instead of humbling
themselves before God and
acknowledging their error, they
choose to quit living for God. They
feel there is no use to try
anymore.
In the above Scripture in
Matthew, God reveals His love
and patience toward one who has
been tarnished with failure.
Although a sin has been committed, Christ is not ready to cast
the erring one aside. His desire is
to restore and strengthen that
unstable soul. He uses the example of the bent reed or the
smoking flax to show His concern.
Our loving Savior wants to turn
failure and defeat into success
and victory. This is good news to
you that have grown weary or
have gone astray. You can actually start afresh by experiencing
forgiveness anew and having the
peace of God in your soul. Be
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encouraged and do not allow your
sin to bring you to total ruin,
where there is no remedy. No help
can be given to you if you stiffen
your heart.
Christ readily offers you the
opportunity of being reconciled to
Him. Your past failure can be
used as a stepping stone instead
of a stumbling block in your life.
Let the misguided choices that
you have made be a lesson that
brings you to a greater depth of
maturity. Christ is willing to work
with you if you will work with
Him. The choice to turn from the
evil path to the strait and narrow
way is completely up to you. If
you will simply seek the Savior
with all your heart and own your
condition, He will surely be found
of you. He will turn your bitter
past of defeat into sweet victory
and make your life a radiant glow
to those around you.
Some may feel they will never
be able to get back to the Lord
and be beneficial to Him or His
kingdom. First of all, you must
abandon those negative ideas and
thoughts. When God saves a soul,
He does a thorough, transforming
work on the heart. His desire is
for all men everywhere to be
saved and to come to the
knowledge of the Truth. He has a
special place and purpose for each
[ c o n t in u e d o n p a g e 1 2 ]

Hebrews 10:1 For the law having a
shadow of good things to come, and not
the very image of the things, can never
with those sacrifices which they offered
year by year continually make the
comers thereunto perfect.

2 For then would they not have
ceased to be offered? because that the
worshippers once purged should have
had no more conscience of sins.
3 But in those sacrifices there is a
remembrance again made of sins every

year.
4 For it is not possible that the
blood of bulls and of goats should take
away sins.

Brother Roger L. Decker
God's Dwelling Place
The Law was a shadow of good
things to come. In the Old Testament, there were types and shadows
of good things to come. What were
the good things to come? The
Hebrew writer said in Hebrews
9:11, "But Christ being come an high
priest of good things to come, by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle,
not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building." Those things
under the Law found their
fulfillment in Jesus Christ.
We want to look at the Church

of God, the new Jerusalem. Those
words can be used interchangeably.
There is no difference between the
new Jerusalem and the Church of
God.
Jerusalem was once God's
dwelling place here on the earth.
You can read in Psalm 135:21,
"Blessed be the L ORD out of Zion,
which dwelleth at Jerusalem. Praise
ye the LORD." The name Jerusalem
means "founded by God." Literal
Jerusalem, which stands twenty-five
hundred feet above sea level, was
built on a mountain plateau surrounded by mountains with springs
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • N o v em b e r 2 0 1 4

and valleys. It is a type of the
Church of God, of which we are
privileged to be members.
Revelation 21:1-2 says: "And I
saw a new heaven and a new earth:
for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away; and there
was no more sea. And I John saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband."
Verses 9-10 read: "And there
came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full
of the seven last plagues, and talked
3

with me, saying, Come hither, I will
show thee the bride, the Lamb's
wife. And he carried me away in the
spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me that great city, the
holy Jerusalem, descending out of
heaven from God." Now, we know
that these Scriptures are not talking
about a literal city coming down
from God out of heaven.
Verse 10 says that John was
carried away in the spirit to see it.
You would not have to be carried
away in the spirit to see a literal city.
This is the reason many people do
not see the church. They do not see
her as the apex of God's dwelling
place. They do not see the church,
the only one of her mother. They do
not see the church as a separate and
peculiar people.
Another reason that many
people do not see the church is that
they are not born again. You have to
be born of the Spirit to receive the
revelation of Jesus Christ and to see
the church. It must come by divine
revelation. I did not understand the
church all that much when I first got
saved. I understood very little about
it, but I knew that the Bible called
me to holiness. The Church of God is
a holy people.
The new Jerusalem came down
from God out of Heaven. It did not
come from man; its origin is of God.
When John got a glimpse of this new
Jerusalem, it was coming down from
God, not going up. The Church of
God is not an offshoot or a splinter.
It is not Catholic or Protestant; it is
not a denomination. She is the body
of Christ. If you are hobnobbing
with Babylon, you do not see the
church. Once you have tasted and
found that the Lord is good, you
will not want another taste of Babylon's wine. You see, you have hung
your harp on a willow down in Babylon, but when you come up to
Mount Zion, you will get that harp
again.
A Spiritual House
When did the new Jerusalem
come down? It took place on the
4

Day of Pentecost. The Day of Pentecost was different from any other
time period in history. You can
check history. No day has ever been
like the Day of Pentecost. Something
different took place: a new nation
was brought forth. It was the birth of
the new Jerusalem. That nation was
different from all the surrounding
nations. The Church of God is different from any other church that you
might find; it is peculiar. These
other churches are not peculiar, but
the Church of God is.
We read in 1 Peter 2:1-10:
"Wherefore laying aside all malice,
and all guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings, As
newborn babes, [You do not have to
have a second or third work of grace
to get rid of that stuff. Those sins
will go when you are born again.
They must be laid aside when you
come to Jesus Christ.] desire the
sincere milk of the word, [When I
got saved, I wanted to know all the
Bible doctrines. I wanted to learn
everything that I could about the
church. I desired the sincere milk of
the Word. There is strength in the
Word of God.] that ye may grow
thereby: If so be ye have tasted that
the Lord is gracious.
"To whom coming, as unto a
living stone, disallowed indeed of
men, but chosen of God, and
precious [he is going to describe the
church], Ye also, as lively stones
[a lively stone is a stone that has
life in it], are built up a spiritual
house, an holy priesthood, to offer
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also
it is contained in the scripture,
Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner
stone, elect, precious: and he that
believeth on him shall not be
confounded.
"Unto you therefore which
believe he is precious: but unto them
which be disobedient, the stone
which the builders disallowed, the
same is made the head of the corner,
And a stone of stumbling, and a
rock of offence, even to them which
stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were
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appointed. But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, [What
kind of nation?] an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should
show forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of darkness into
his marvellous light: Which in time
past were not a people, but are now
the people of God: which had not
obtained mercy, but now have
obtained mercy."
The Fulfillment of the Law
Acts 2:1-2 reads: "And when the
day of Pentecost was fully come,
they were all with one accord in one
place. And suddenly there came a
sound from heaven [when you get a
sound from heaven, you have some
good news coming] as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting."
They were not holding hands at a
church house hollering "Jesus, Jesus,
Jesus." They were sitting in a decent
position in a house. That is what the
Bible says. They were not holding
hands around an altar trying to get
hold of God and trying to get the
gift of tongues to show that they had
the Holy Spirit. When you get the
Holy Spirit, you will learn to bridle
your tongue. You will be swift to
hear and slow to speak.
Again, verse 2 reads, ". . . and it
filled all the house where they were
sitting." This was the birth of the
church in the new Jerusalem. Now,
that which is new should also be
right along with that Scripture in the
Old Testament. Let us go to the setting in Isaiah, Chapter 66, and read
it in the prophecy. I want you to
understand the Church of God. It is
different from other churches. The
Old Testament Prophet Isaiah said
in verses 5-10: "Hear the word of the
LORD, ye that tremble at his word;
Your brethren that hated you, that
cast you out for my name's sake,
said, Let the LORD be glorified: but
he shall appear to your joy, and they
shall be ashamed.
"A voice of noise from the city, a
voice from the temple, a voice of the
LORD that rendereth recompence to

his enemies. Before she travailed,
she brought forth; before her pain
came, she was delivered of a man
child. Who hath heard such a thing?
who hath seen such things? Shall the
earth [look at these questions that
the Prophet Isaiah was asking] be
made to bring forth in one day? or
shall a nation be born at once? for as
soon as Zion travailed, she brought
forth her children.
"Shall I bring to the birth, and
not cause to bring forth? saith the
LORD: shall I cause to bring forth,
and shut the womb? saith thy God.
Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be
glad with her, all ye that love her:
rejoice for joy with her, all ye that
mourn for her." Here Isaiah was
talking about the new Jerusalem. He
was referring to the Day of Pentecost, when a nation was born all at
once. Three thousand souls were
saved that day, and a nation was
born all at once. They were saved
and baptized. They started out with
the Church of God and started with
the doctrines and the teachings of
the Church of God.
In the same chapter, verses 15-24
state: "For, behold, the LORD will
come with fire, and with his chariots
like a whirlwind, to render his anger
with fury, and his rebuke with
flames of fire. For by fire and by his
sword will the LORD plead with all
flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall
be many. They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the
gardens behind one tree in the
midst, eating swine's flesh, and the
abomination, and the mouse, shall
be consumed together, saith the
LORD. For I know their works and
their thoughts: it shall come, that I
will gather all nations and tongues;
and they shall come, and see my
glory.
"And I will set a sign among
them, and I will send those that
escape of them unto the nations, to
Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw
the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the
isles afar off, that have not heard my
fame, neither have seen my glory;
and they shall declare my glory
among the Gentiles. And they shall

bring all your brethren for an offering unto the LORD out of all nations
upon horses, and in chariots, and in
litters, and upon mules, and upon
swift beasts, to my holy mountain
Jerusalem, saith the LORD, as the
children of Israel bring an offering
in a clean vessel into the house of
the LORD.
"And I will also take of them
for priests and for Levites, saith
the LORD. For as the new heavens
and the new earth, which I will
make, shall remain before me, saith
the LORD, so shall your seed and
your name remain. And it shall
come to pass, that from one new
moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come
to worship before me, saith the
LORD. And they shall go forth, and
look upon the carcases of the men
that have transgressed against me:
for their worm shall not die, neither
shall their fire be quenched; and
they shall be an abhorring unto all
flesh."
We read many verses of
Scripture there, but one Scripture
stands out to me. It is verse 23,
which reads, ". . . from one new
moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come
to worship before me, saith the
LORD." In other words, they were
doing away with the sabbath keeping. It is every day of the week, and
from one sabbath to the next sabbath, from one new moon to the next
new moon shall all flesh come before the Lord. May God help you to
see that the old Law was just a
schoolmaster to bring you to Christ.
Once Christ came, we no longer
need the schoolmaster. Right now,
we are in the fulfillment of the Law.
Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the
Law.
To those who are sabbath
keepers, let me say this: you can
worship God from one sabbath to
the next sabbath. It does not have to
be one day a week; it can be from
one sabbath to the next, from one
new moon to the next. In other
words, you can serve God every day
of the week, every day of the year.
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Every moment of the day, we have
access to God.
"The Redemption That
Is in Christ"
On the Day of Pentecost, there
were some new Jews. What was the
accusation? Some people said they
were drunk, but they were not
drunk. The wine shops had not
opened, yet that was the accusation.
We read in Acts 2:12-13: "And they
were all amazed, and were in doubt,
saying one to another, What meaneth this? Others mocking said, These
men are full of new wine." When
somebody shouts in the congregation, some people may look down
their noses at them, as if to say, "I
wonder if that's really in the Spirit?"
Well, they could have joined those
men on the Day of Pentecost, wondering if those saints were drunk.
"What meaneth this? . . . These men
are full of new wine."
Verses 14-16 read: "But Peter,
standing up with the eleven, lifted
up his voice, and said unto them, Ye
men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell
at Jerusalem, be this known unto
you, and hearken to my words: [This
is after the Holy Ghost was given.
You are going to see a new disciple
here, different from what people
saw before the Day of Pentecost.
Peter was standing up and talking
to the men of Galilee and all that
dwelled at Jerusalem, dealing with
the Orthodox Jew. Before the Day of
Pentecost, he would have gone and
hidden, but he stood up before all
those people, unafraid.] For these
are not drunken, as ye suppose,
seeing it is but the third hour of the
day [the day started at six o'clock,
and it was only nine o'clock, the
third hour of the day]. But this is
that which was spoken by the
prophet Joel."
The disciples were not born
again, as we know being born again,
until the Day of Pentecost. They had
Jesus Christ with them, but He had
to go away. They had to continue,
and that is when He sent the Third
Person of the Godhead, the Holy
5

Spirit. According to John, who was
one of the Apostles, the Spirit of
God had not yet been given. He was
not yet poured out on all flesh.
Why? There had to be a sacrifice for
sin first. The Holy Spirit does not
dwell in an unclean temple. Now, I
know in the Old Testament many
people were moved by the Holy
Spirit and inspired by the Holy Spirit. God used prophets, patriarchs,
and mighty men; nevertheless, as far
as the Holy Spirit being poured out
on all flesh, He had not yet been
given. I am going to prove it to you
by the Bible.
John 7:37-39 reads: "In the last
day, that great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink. He that believeth on me, as
the scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit
[the capital "S" means the Holy
Spirit], which they that believe on
him should receive: for the Holy
Ghost was not yet given; because that
Jesus was not yet glorified.)"
The Spirit of God is not given as
a cleansing from sin; He is an antidote against sin. He will keep you
from sin, but He is not a cleansing
from sin. The Holy Spirit is actually
God living in you. It is the blood
that cleanses you from sin. It is faith
in the blood of Jesus Christ. Romans
3:23-25 reads: "For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God;
Being justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past [not future, but past],
through the forbearance of God."
What was the writer saying? When
one comes to Jesus, taking faith in
the shed blood of Jesus Christ, he is
forgiven for sins of the past.
All Things Become New
You may ask, "What would
happen if I sinned after I got saved?"
John tells in 1 John 2:1, "My little
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children, these things write I unto
you, that ye sin not. And if any man
sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous."
You can go to Jesus Christ again for
cleansing. John 14:17 says, "Even the
Spirit of truth; whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you."
On the Day of Pentecost, the
new Jerusalem came into existence
from that which was literal to that
which is spiritual. The new Jerusalem came down from above, and
that is the reason that men and
women have to be born from above
to become a member of this new
Jerusalem. The Church of God is
made up of God-fearing Christians.
They will not compromise, they will
not recant, they will not bow down
to that which is wrong, and they
will not disobey their Heavenly
Father. Revelation 12:11 tells us,
"And they overcame him by the
blood of the Lamb, and by the word
of their testimony; and they loved
not their lives unto the death."
Again, the new Jerusalem and
the Church of God are the same. Let
us look at the contrast between the
old and new. Revelation 21:5 says,
"And he that sat upon the throne
said, Behold, I make all things new.
And he said unto me, Write: for
these words are true and faithful."
We read in 2 Corinthians 5:17,
"Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are
become new." The Scripture says the
new Jerusalem is holy. Revelation
21:2 says, "And I John saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband."
The Church of God is holy.
Ephesians 5:25-27 reads:
"Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it; That he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, That
he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or
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wrinkle, or any such thing; but that
it should be holy and without blemish." Revelation 21:11 says the new
Jerusalem has the glory of God.
Jesus, speaking about those who
believed on His name, said in John
17:22, "And the glory which thou
gavest me I have given them; that
they may be one, even as we are
one." You can read in the Book of
Revelation that the new Jerusalem
has great light. Peter said in 1 Peter
2:9, "But ye are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should
show forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of darkness
[Where did He call you to?] into his
marvellous light."
Revelation 21:24 says, "And the
nations of them which are saved
shall walk in the light of it: and the
kings of the earth do bring their
glory and honour into it." Only the
saved can enter the church. The only
way that you can become a member
of the Church of God is to be saved.
Jesus said in John 10:9, "I am the
door: by me if any man enter in, he
shall be saved, and shall go in and
out, and find pasture."
These are some essentials to the
church. Again, there is no difference
between the Church of God and the
new Jerusalem. The new Jerusalem
is the church. When you read that in
Revelation 21:9-10, John was talking
about the Church of God. God has a
church, and you do not have to be
confused about which one it is. God
is not the author of confusion. If you
will study the church in His Word
instead of taking some man's word
for it, you will find that God has
only one church and only one
people. It is the only church that
teaches true Bible holiness. It is the
one that has the Word of God for a
foundation, and it is also the church
that teaches the Word of God in its
fullness. Many people do not understand the new Jerusalem coming
down from God out of Heaven.
They have been mistaught, but all
he was talking about is the church,
the Church of God.
(Com pact Disc TR-1112E)

Ephesians 4:21 If so be that ye have
heard him, and have been taught by
him, as the truth is in Jesus:
22 That ye put off concerning the
former conversation the old man, which
is corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts;
23 And be renewed in the spirit of
your mind;
24 And that ye put on the new
man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.
25 Wherefore putting away lying,

speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.
26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not
the sun go down upon your wrath:
27 Neither give place to the devil.
28 Let him that stole steal no more:
but rather let him labour, working with
his hands the thing which is good, that
he may have to give to him that needeth.
29 Let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying, that

it may minister grace unto the hearers.
30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day
of redemption.
31 Let all bitterness, and wrath,
and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all
malice:
32 And be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath
forgiven you.

Brother Allen Polston
Do All to the Glory of God
If we study God's Word, He can
help us to understand why we believe the things we believe and do
the things that we do. We are living
in a world filled with people who
use foul language all the time. We
have to live in this world, work in
this world, and function in this
world. Even though these things
sometimes have an influence upon
us and our children, I believe that
the Bible very clearly instructs us
against the use of bad words.
Many people say that salvation
and Christianity are all in the heart.
I believe that the Bible teaches differently. Isaiah 43:7 reads, "Even

every one that is called by my name:
for I have created him for my glory."
First Corinthians 10:31 says,
"Whether therefore ye eat, or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God." When John the Revelator received a vision of the church
in Revelation 21:10-11, one way he
described the church was a people
"Having the glory of God." I believe
even our communication can be
something that we do to the glory of
God. It does not have to be just in
the heart. It can be evidenced in the
way we talk and the words we
choose to use.
The Bible says in Romans 12:2,
"And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the
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renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." God
does not want us to be conformed to
the world in the way that we talk.
Worldly people talk about lots of
things that are indecent. They use
lots of bad words. God does not want
His people to conform to the world.
He wants us to be different in a number of ways. One of our songs says,
"He made a change in the way I was
walking, He made a change in the way I
was talking." I have not always talked
the way I talk today, but God made
a change in me. When the Apostle
Paul said in Romans, Chapter 12,
that we are not to conform to the
world, but rather to be transformed,
7

he meant that we are to be changed.
You must let God change you. You
might have used bad words in the
past. Maybe you even said a few
recently, but God can change you.
He can transform you so that you do
not have to say bad words.
We cannot talk as the world
does and be like God at the same
time. God created us in the image of
Christ, and we are supposed to conform to the image of His Son. I could
not imagine Jesus going around
spewing out cuss words. Jesus did
not use the opportunities that He
had to speak to inject swear words.
You do not have to use bad words to
be "cool." You do not have to use
cuss words at all.
In 2 Corinthians 6:17 the Bible
says, "Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive
you." God wants us to be separate
from the world. He wants us to be
separate in the way that we talk. He
does not want us to talk as worldly
people talk. This is not a call for us
to isolate ourselves on an island
somewhere. This is not a call to
avoid all contact with society; but
this is a call to work, labor, and live
among others, yet do so differently.
Using God's Name in Vain
Jesus said in John 17:16-17:
"They are not of the world, even as I
am not of the world. Sanctify them
[in other words, set them apart]
through thy truth: thy word is
truth." God wants us to heed the
Word even as our Scripture text said
in Ephesians 4:29. It reads, "Let no
corrupt communication proceed out
of your mouth. . . ." He did not say to
allow just a little corrupt communication. No, he said, "Let no corrupt
communication proceed out of your
mouth, but that which is good to the
use of edifying, that it may minister
grace unto the hearers."
Many people take the Lord's
name in vain. This is something that
troubled me, even when I was living
in sin. Being raised in a Christian
8

home, I knew better than to do that.
I will not say that I never did it, but
it troubled me. To use the Lord's
name in vain and to hear other people do likewise would almost make
me cringe. We hear it so much in the
world, but the Bible says in Exodus
20:7, "Thou shalt not take the name
of the LORD thy God in vain." Unfortunately, the devil has successfully
labored to convince many people to
disobey this commandment. Shame
on you if you take God's name in
vain. If you are using God's name as
if it means nothing, as though His
name is no higher and no greater
than the name of a dog or the name
of something low here on earth.
According to the Scriptures, who
are the people who take God's name
in vain? Psalm 139:20 says, "For they
[referencing wicked men] speak
against thee wickedly, and thine
enemies take thy name in vain."
According to the Bible, the enemies
of God use His name in vain, meaning to no avail or in an unprofitable
manner. Over the years I have heard
lots of people use the name of our
precious Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ in vain. Sometimes they just
shorten it a little and they say "Jeez,"
which is a euphemism. That is a
shortened version to make their
consciences feel a little better. However, any form or modification, if it
sounds as though it is taking God's
name or the Son of God's name in
vain, should not be used. Someone
once said, "I do not say Jesus Christ
when I get upset; I say 'cheese and
rice.' " That is just an alteration that
sounds almost like it, and God is
counting it as the same.
Why do people take the name of
Jesus and the name of God in vain
when the Bible says not to do that?
You do not hear of people taking
Abraham Lincoln's name in vain.
The world does not take common
names in vain. Why? The Bible does
not say anything about taking those
names in vain. If the Bible said not
to take the name of Abraham Lincoln in vain, the devil would be
trying to get you to use that name.
The devil is out to get you to do
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anything that is wrong; even if it
seems small, or even if many people
consider it to be minor. Someone
may say, "There are so many sinful
lifestyles and so many horrible
things going on, and you are preaching about this kind of thing." Do you
know what the Bible also says in
Song of Solomon 2:15? "Take us the
foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the
vines." Often the little things become
gateways to other things. Many
times young people start hearing
these things at school or around their
unsaved family. They pick up those
habits, those little words, and those
little things can open the way to
bigger things.
The Ecclesiastical writer talked
about dead flies causing the ointment of the apothecary to send forth
a stinking savor, and he said so does
just a little folly in him that is known
and has a reputation for honor and
wisdom (Ecclesiastes 10:1). Christian
people should have a good reputation. If someone who is professing
Christianity uses cuss words, it
spoils his reputation. It may seem
like a little thing to you, but it causes
a good reputation to be spoiled.
You may not think much about
taking the Lord's name in vain. It
seems that so many people do it, but
that is no reason for you or me to do
it. Why is it wrong to proclaim the
name of God in vain? God commands us to reverence His name.
Jesus taught us how to pray in a
model prayer. In Matthew 6:9 He
said, "After this manner therefore
pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name."
God's name is not a name to take
lightly, or in a vain manner. It is a
name to be reverenced. God is the
greatest and highest being in all of
this world and out of this world.
Jesus is Lord of lords and King of
kings. At the name of Jesus, the powers of darkness are conquered. There
is no other name under Heaven
whereby men can be saved.
God wants there to be a
connection in your mind that means
something when you hear the name
of the Lord. Philippians 2:9 says,

"Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name." Using
the name of the Lord in vain interferes with His purpose and violates
God's will. We should not do that.
Language Used to Degrade People
Many words are considered cuss
words. They can be heard on a regular basis on any given day in society.
Understanding the reason that
Christians should not use cuss
words is important. Even privately
or on our own time when no one is
around, we should not have these
words as part of our vocabulary.
When you get accustomed to certain
words and phrases, your use of
them could become commonplace.
Cuss words are words used to
communicate a negative thought,
feeling, or idea. The word cuss
means "to curse or to imply a curse."
That is what makes cussing bad. It
has been generally accepted as a
word used to put a curse on someone or to send forth a negative
communication toward someone.
Language used to degrade people
changes as the years go by. Some
words that might not have been
considered to be all that bad thirty
or forty years ago might be
considered very bad today.
In Matthew 5:22 Jesus said, "But
I say unto you, That whosoever is
angry with his brother without a
cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of
the council: but whosoever shall say,
Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell
fire." Raca and fool were words used
to degrade, to put down, to imply
negative feelings and thoughts, and
God is against that. The Scripture is
against it, and it says that you will
be in danger of judgment. A cuss
word is spoken as a way of putting
someone down or attempting to
destroy someone, to criticize, or to
reprimand somebody in harsh terms
without mercy. That is what cuss
words are designed to do. They are
designed to be a put down from one

person to another. They are designed to be a negative blow from
one individual to another.
The last thing that a Christian
should want to do is curse someone,
to put someone down, or to destroy
someone. That is not what Jesus has
called us to do. The Bible teaches in
2 Corinthians 5:20, "Now then we
are ambassadors for Christ . . . we
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye
reconciled to God." Since the day
that we became Christians, God has
not left us here to try to destroy
people. He has left us here to help
people.
Even when we preach a message
of judgment on things that are false,
that is not a message to try to tear
people down, but rather it is a message to try to tear down the devil
and false systems of worship. As far
as the people are concerned, we
want them to be saved and to be
lifted up. We want their lives to be
changed and blessed. Colossians 4:6
says, "Let your speech be alway
with grace, seasoned with salt, that
ye may know how ye ought to answer every man."
"Grievous Words Stir Up Anger"
In James 3:8-11 the Bible says:
"But the tongue can no man tame;
[In other words, we are always going to have to work at this. There is
no time when you can say, 'I have
my tongue conquered, and I will
never have to pay any attention to it
again.'] it is an unruly evil, full of
deadly poison. Therewith bless we
God, even the Father; and therewith
curse we men, which are made after
the similitude of God. Out of the
same mouth proceedeth blessing
and cursing. My brethren, these
things ought not so to be. Doth a
fountain send forth at the same
place sweet water and bitter?" The
answer is no.
God is saying to us, "Out of the
same mouth there should not come
forth blessings and cursings." That is
what a person does if he chooses to
use cuss words. That is not according to His will. Romans 12:14 states,
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"Bless them which persecute you:
bless, and curse not." Even when
pressure is put on you, even when
someone has spoken wrong to you or
about you, the answer is not to curse
that person. It is never the answer to
use curse words or some kind of
negative slander against another
person.
Someone may ask these
questions: "What if another person
rips into me verbally? Can I employ
a few choice words to throw back at
him?" Proverbs 15:1-2 says: "A soft
answer turneth away wrath: but
grievous words stir up anger. The
tongue of the wise useth knowledge
aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness." You will not
come out a winner by getting into a
shouting match or a war of words.
You will not come out a winner by
using bad words or cuss words. That
is only going to stir up more wrath
and cause more trouble. The Bible
says a soft answer turns away wrath.
Again, Romans 12:14 says, "Bless
them which persecute you: bless,
and curse not." Verse 21 reads, "Be
not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with good." Good, solid, positive, wholesome language will get
you much further, and it will help
much more than using bad words, or
cuss words.
As I mentioned previously, some
words have changed, or evolved.
When I was younger, some words
did not seem as bad. Some words
were used commonly. They did not
seem wrong, but when the world
begins to redefine a word and use
that word, it can take on a negative
connotation; then Christians must
dismiss that word from their vocabulary. If a word is generally accepted
as a word to imply a curse or a negative communication, then as Christians, we need to leave it alone.
There is a better way to talk or to
discuss things than that.
Keep Your Heart With
All Diligence
In Matthew 12:36 the Bible says,
"But I say unto you, That every idle
9

word that men shall speak, they
shall give account thereof in the day
of judgment." This does not mean
we cannot have laughter and good
times. What this means is that unprofitable words sent to hurt or
damage another to try to vindicate
or exalt your own flesh are going to
come back to you. You may think
those kinds of words help you, but
they are not going to help you. They
are going to come back to bite you,
because you must give an account
for them.
In 1 Peter 1:18 the Apostle Peter
said that you have been delivered
from "your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers." I realize conversation in that
sense is not just talking about your
speech but your whole behavior; it
does include your speech. Lots of
people use words that they heard
their parents or their friends use, so
they have picked up the use of
them. They may not use them all the
time, but when they get in certain
crowds or around the boys, they
might use those words. However,
God does not want us to use them
anytime. He wants us to use wholesome language. You are instructed
to let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth.
You may say: "Some people use
cuss words and do not even think
about it. They just say whatever
comes to their minds." I have a solution for that. They need to pay attention to what is on their minds. If you
are the kind of person who just says
whatever comes into your mind,
Philippians 4:8 instructs, "Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things."
You should not allow unwholesome thoughts to permeate your
mind. If you listen to music, watch
things, read things, and communicate with unwholesome things, then
they will be the things that saturate
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your mind. That is the reason you
have to be careful about these
things. You have to be careful about
what you are looking at, what you
are reading, what you are listening
to, what you are watching, and with
whom you keep company.
Again, Paul wrote to the
Corinthians that evil communication
corrupts good manners. Brother, it
can affect you. I realize you cannot
control some things. You have to be
around some things because you
have to work and shop in this
world. However, purposely and
continually subjecting yourself to
ungodly things unnecessarily is a
different story. The Bible says Lot
was a righteous man, but dwelling
among the wicked people of Sodom
vexed his soul. It had a negative
affect upon Lot and his family. God
has better things for us to say and
better language for us to use.
What is filling your heart? Have
you allowed ill-will, envy, or jealousy to find a lodging place in your
heart? Someone may inquire, "What
does that have to do with this message?" Matthew 12:34 says, "For out
of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh." If you allow feelings against people to find a lodging
place in your heart, if you allow
jealousy, envy, ill-will, or negative
things to work in your heart, then it
is going to be hard to keep those
things from coming out of your
mouth.
Jesus said in Matthew 15:18,
"But those things which proceed out
of the mouth come forth from the
heart." The reason many people
curse and act negatively to others is
that they have allowed things to
find lodging in their hearts. Those
negative feelings are in their hearts,
so they come out in their speech.
The Proverb writer said in Proverbs
4:23, "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of
life." This is the reason we need to
read the Word of God on a regular
basis; it is quick and powerful,
sharper than any two-edged sword.
It will give you a heart examination.
The Word of God will help you
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to discern if something is working. If
you have bad feelings toward someone, if you are holding a grudge
toward someone, if you have begun
to allow something to take up lodging in your heart, the Word of God
will reveal it to you. You need to
keep your heart clean so that you can
keep your speech clean.
Matthew 12:35 reads, "A good
man out of the good treasure of the
heart bringeth forth good things."
When your heart is clean and right
with God, you will speak good
things without cussing and swearing
and saying bad words. If you keep
your heart right, you will not use
bad language. If you let your heart
get out of order, dirty, or defiled,
before you know it, it will start
showing up in your language. If you
use bad words, something is not
right in your heart.
Keep Your Tongue From Evil
Someone may ask the question,
"Does my speech really make that
much difference?" It identifies who
you are. Matthew 26:69-74 says:
"Now Peter sat without in the palace:
and a damsel came unto him, saying,
Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee.
But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest.
And when he was gone out into the
porch, another maid saw him, and
said unto them that were there, This
fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. And again he denied with an
oath, I do not know the man.
"And after a while came unto
him they that stood by, and said to
Peter, Surely thou also art one of
them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee.
[In essence, they said, 'The way you
are talking tells us that you were
with Him.' Someone may say, 'That
was because he had a Galilean accent.' I do not believe that was the
case. Look what he does in the next
verse to try to prove that he was not
with Jesus.] Then began he to curse
and to swear, saying, I know not the
man. And immediately the cock
crew." In other words, just what Jesus said would occur happened.

Peter came to the realization
that he was denying the Lord, but
what did he do to try to make them
think he was not a follower of Jesus?
Up until this point, he had been
telling them, "No, I do not know
Him; I was not with Him." In essence, they said, "Your speech betrays you; your speech says something different." When you refuse to
talk like the world by cussing, by
using bad words, by running people
down, or by communicating in a
negative sense all the time, it will
identify you as someone different.
Peter, in an effort to try to
confuse the matter, began to curse
and swear. Why? He knew that
would make them think that he was
not a follower of Jesus Christ, just as
it would today. If you use bad
words, slipping in a cuss word here
and there, or when your life is constantly negative, that same indication is given. People will think you
must not be a follower of Jesus because of your language. If you still
talk as the world does, you need to
ask God to help you.
Psalm 34:13-14 tells us: "Keep
thy tongue from evil, and thy lips
from speaking guile. Depart from
evil, and do good." Psalm 141:3 says,
"Set a watch, O LORD, before my
mouth; keep the door of my lips."
Can a man really talk to please the
Lord? We read in Hebrews 11:6,
"But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." We should seek to
please God by the way we communicate with one another, even being
cautious of words that replace bad
words. Some words are used as a
replacement for a worse word. Some
words are definitely bad, and some
words seem to have an image of
being not as bad. They are a slight
variation of a replacement word.
We should diligently seek the
Lord. When we are diligently seeking Him, that is what God looks for.
Are you seeking God for the help to
speak and communicate in a way
that is not corrupt? First Corinthians

2:14 says, "But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned." Many people would think
that is foolish.
The Power of Deliverance
Job did not think spiritual things
were foolish or pointless. Job 2:9
says, "Then said his wife unto him,
Dost thou still retain thine integrity?
[There is the key. Does somebody
cause you not to retain your integrity when you are in his presence?
Does the peer pressure of your
friend, your neighbor, or your family member cause you not to retain
your integrity?] curse God, and die."
That is what Job's wife advised Job
to do. That is what the world says.
They just take the name of the Lord
in vain. They curse others over the
slightest matters. That is how the
world thinks.
Verse 10 continues, "But he said
unto her, Thou speakest as one of
the foolish women speaketh. What?
shall we receive good at the hand of
God, and shall we not receive evil?
In all this did not Job sin with his
lips." Job did not cuss out anybody,
even with all that he was going
through. God gave him the ability to
go through that trial, and he did not
use bad words. He did not go
around stomping, snorting, cussing,
and carrying on. He did not curse
his wife for what she said, he did
not curse his friends for the things
they said, and he did not curse God
for being in that situation. If Job
could maintain his integrity, I
believe God can help you to do it.
If somebody cuts you off driving
down the road, you do not have to
curse that driver. If somebody gets
in front of you in line somewhere,
you do not have to curse that person. Thank God, He has grace. If He
could give Job the grace to go
through all that he went through
and not sin one time, I am convinced
that God has grace for us.
The Bible teaches us repeatedly
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that we can have power over the
flesh when it comes to doing the will
of God. In Romans 7:15 Paul gave his
testimony of before he was a child of
God, and he said, "For that which I
do I allow not: for what I would, that
do I not; but what I hate, that do I."
In other words, Paul was saying that
before he got the power of God in his
life, before he really got saved, that
was his condition. Every time he
turned around, he was doing something that he did not want to do, and
that which he needed to do, he could
not do. He went on to say in verse
24, "O wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body of
this death?" If you have to go around
using foul language, you are in a
wretched condition, just as Paul was
before his conversion.
Paul said in verse 25a, "I thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord."
Christ is the One who can deliver
you. Jesus Christ is the One who can
give you strength and grace so that
you do not have to sin with your
lips. You do not have to say bad
words. John 1:12 says, "But as many
as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his
name." Scripture after Scripture in
the Word of God tells us that we
have a source of help. We have
strength available to us.
When I got saved, God delivered
me that night from tobacco, alcohol,
and marijuana—all in one night. I
have never had to get involved in
those things again, not one time. God
delivered me from those vices. Not
long after I got saved, I said a bad
word, and that really hurt me. Here
I was saved, and I let a bad word
come out of my mouth. It caused me
to seek the Lord. Thank God, He
gave me the victory.
Confess and Forsake
The Psalmist wrote in Psalm
121:1-2: "I will lift up mine eyes unto
the hills, from whence cometh my
help. My help cometh from the
LORD, which made heaven and
earth." If He can make heaven and
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earth, He can enable a person to
straighten out his language. The
Philippian writer said in Philippians
4:13, "I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me."
Jesus said in Acts 1:8, "But ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth."
Jesus did not go around cussing.
There is not going to be any cussing
in Heaven. It would not make for a
heavenly atmosphere for people to
be engaged in cursing one another.
The Bible says that God has saved
us and raised us up to sit together in
heavenly places. Even though we
come from different walks of life,
have different backgrounds, different interests, and different careers,
He has raised us up to sit together in
heavenly places. We need to help
one another. If you need to curse
and destroy somebody, you need to
get saved.
Maybe you have said some bad
words. The Bible says in 1 John 2:12: "My little children, these things
write I unto you, that ye sin not.
And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous: And he is the
propitiation for our sins: and not for
ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world." The devil will tell you
when you have made a mistake or
committed sin that you are finished.
He will tell you that you might as
well give up, because you are not
going to make it. Friend, that is not
what God says. God will say that
you have an advocate with the Father. Just ask for your Lawyer; He is
available. His name is Jesus, and He
is the best attorney there is. He is an
advocate who will take your case
right to God.
If you make a mistake or commit
sin, if you say a bad word or say
something that you should not, if
you slander someone, degrade
someone, run someone down, or use
a curse word, do you know what
you need to do? You need to bring it
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to the Lord and receive help from
God. He will help you to be able to
overcome.
First John 1:9 says, "If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness." It is not
right to use bad words or to curse
people. It is not right to curse God
and to take His name in vain. It is
not right to talk about some subjects
and things that the world talks
about. Proverbs 28:13 says, "He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy."
I trust that you can understand
why the Christian must not use bad
words. We are not in the business of
cursing people. Our goal and our
commission is to go into all the
world and make disciples. We are to
baptize them in the name of the
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, teaching them to observe all
things that Jesus has commanded us.
Even when people persecute us and
do us wrong, the Bible says not to
curse them, but to bless them.
The Bible says if we confess
Jesus before men, He will confess us
before the angels of God. I believe
one way we can confess Jesus is by
talking clean and righteously. I believe we can confess Jesus by making sure the things we post online
are clean and not riddled with foul
language. The things you tweet or
re-tweet should not have bad words
in them. We confess Jesus Christ by
the very things that we use, even in
technology.
Again, the Bible says if we will
confess Him before men, He will
confess us before the angels of God.
I want to confess Him before men,
don't you? Using bad words is no
way to confess Jesus Christ. If you
have begun to do such a thing as
this, if you have allowed this to start
working in your life, you need to
ask God to help you. You can look to
the hills from whence comes your
help. Your help comes from the
Lord. He can give you the power so
that you do not have to use bad
language. You do not even have to
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join in when others are talking about
things that are bad or unchristian.
You can find a different way to react.
Should Christians use bad words?
The answer is evident based on
God's Word.
(C ompact D isc TR-1277)

[G uest Editorial— continued from page 2]

one to fill. When He begins a good
work within the heart, He is able to
supply the power and the grace to
take it through. The hangup comes
when people fail to continue to let
Him be their leader and guide.
Regarding the fearful thought of
never being useful again, we remind
you of David, who miserably failed
the Lord. He first committed adultery, and then he murdered a good
man. God's love worked with him
and brought him back into a right
relationship with the Lord when he
truly repented.
God was certainly stirred at
David's hideous crime, but He was
willing to forgive, reinstate, and
lead him to greater heights. This
example of God's kindness and
mercy ought to be an encouragement to anyone who has failed. Yes,
it is true, 1 John 2:1 reveals that
God's commandment is that men sin
not. However, at times some have
given vent to the flesh and have
gone astray. If you have failed God,
let that not be the end that sends
you to eternal destruction.
Do you, dear reader, have a
desire to find your way back into the
loving arms of a merciful Savior?
There is yet hope for your redemption. You must turn back to Him,
acknowledge your sin and error, and
forsake it. If you will obey His command to repent, you can once again
enjoy the fellowship and the love
that come when your heart is completely clear with the Redeemer.
Selected

Psalm 77:1 I cried unto God with
my voice, even unto God with my voice;
and he gave ear unto me.
2 In the day of my trouble I sought
the Lord: my sore ran in the night, and
ceased not: my soul refused to be
comforted.
3 I remembered God, and was
troubled: I complained, and my spirit
was overwhelmed. Selah.
4 Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I
am so troubled that I cannot speak.

5 I have considered the days of old,
the years of ancient times.
6 I call to remembrance my song in
the night: I commune with mine own
heart: and my spirit made diligent
search.
7 Will the Lord cast off for ever?
and will he be favourable no more?
8 Is his mercy clean gone for ever?
doth his promise fail for evermore?
9 Hath God forgotten to be
gracious? hath he in anger shut up his

tender mercies? Selah.
10 And I said, This is my infirmity:
but I will remember the years of the
right hand of the most High.
11 I will remember the works of the
LORD: surely I will remember thy
wonders of old.
12 I will meditate also of all thy
work, and talk of thy doings.
13 Thy way, O God, is in the
sanctuary: who is so great a God as our
God?

Brother Irwin Sesher
The Plan of Salvation
The Lord is a great God! He is a
healer, a comforter, and a physician.
He is all-in-all in our lives. Saint of
God, you need to look at what the
Lord has done for you personally.
Look at what He has brought you
from and what He has protected you
from. The Lord is good to the children of God. He is so good that we
could not possibly think of all the
good things with which He has
blessed us. I think of the wonderful
plan of salvation. I am thankful for
the Truth.
If it was not for the Truth, I
would not want to be in a place of

worship. I am thankful that we have
the Truth; we have a blessed Truth.
The Truth keeps us free, and it
makes us seek to gain more Truth in
our lives. I am thankful for the beautiful Church of God! There is so
much we need to be thankful for.
The Lord puts a love in our hearts
for others. Love for others was not in
our hearts at one time. We wanted
to do what we wanted to do, and we
did not care much about anybody
else. However, the Spirit of God
came in and took over our hearts.
Now we have a concern for other
people and a love in our hearts for
them. These are just a few good
reasons that we should love the
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Lord. We have many reasons that
we should love Him.
The United States has a holiday
in November that we call Thanksgiving. This day has been set aside
as a day for giving thanks, but to the
child of God, Thanksgiving is more
than just one day. Thanksgiving is
every day to the Christian. These
Scriptures in our text tell of
thanksgiving every day. They show
a real, born-again experience. It is
not something that you can find in a
magazine, but it is found in the
Word of God. The reason that God
loves and cares for us is in there.
We can know that our sins are
no longer where they used to be.
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They are separated from us, as far as
the east is from the west. They are in
the depth of the sea, no longer to be
brought up to us again. Now, man
might bring them up, but God has
forgiven and forgotten them. We do
not have to travel down sin's road
any longer. We do not have to be led
around by the devil. We have a love
down deep in our hearts for the
precious Word of God, but also for
the Truth, for God's man, and for the
people of God. This love is not
worked up, but it is a true and definite love that only Jesus Christ can
give.
The best expression of love that
we can give the Lord is our time.
The importance of things can be
measured by how much time we are
willing to invest in them. The more
time you give to something, the
more you reveal its importance and
value to you. Do you give the right
amount of time to the worship of
God? Do you give the right amount
of time to the Word of God, to the
house of God, and to others?
Friend, in order to make it to
Heaven, you have to take the entire
Gospel. This is not something that
you can pick and choose. You cannot choose what you want to live by.
If you are ever going to make Heaven your home, you must take the
whole Book. You must love
everybody. You have to love me,
and I have to love you. Being a child
of God is not based on your doing
just the things that you want to do.
Being a child of God is a 100-percent
commitment. I like it that way.
There should be no letting down
or coasting. The enemy wants you to
relax your efforts. You cannot coast
along and go forward with God. The
enemy of souls knows that he is not
going to get the child of God to go to
a bar and commit some vile sin, but
all he wants you to do is let down a
little. He wants to make you think
that some things are not as dark as
you really thought they were. That
is the slyness of the enemy. The
enemy wants you to take it easy. If
you let down a little and do not get
too excited, that is when the enemy
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is about ready to take over. If you
get into that kind of condition, your
love for the things of this world will
get stronger. If your love for the
Word of God, the man of God, and
the people of God starts to cool,
your love for the things of the world
will grow stronger.
The Spirit of Unforgiveness
The enemy would love for you
to develop an old spirit of
unforgiveness. Many people are
taken up with this spirit. I read a
quote about unforgiveness. It said:
"There are two mistakes to avoid on
the road to forgiveness. The first is,
not going all the way. The second
one is, not starting." People of God
should want to forgive. Having the
spirit of unforgiveness will cause
you not to make Heaven your home
one of these days. Unforgiveness
actually shows that you do not
really love Jesus.
John 15:12 states, "This is my
commandment, That ye love one
another, as I have loved you." If you
hold bitterness or unforgiveness
against someone, then you do not
love that person as Christ loved you.
Unforgiveness prevents God from
forgiving your sins. Matthew 6:15
reads, "But if ye forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses."
Unforgiveness spreads, and it opens
the door to the devil.
Matthew
18 :2 3-3 5 sa ys :
"Therefore is the kingdom of heaven
likened unto a certain king, which
would take account of his servants.
And when he had begun to reckon,
one was brought unto him, which
owed him ten thousand talents. But
forasmuch as he had not to pay, his
lord commanded him to be sold,
and his wife, and children, and all
that he had, and payment to be
made. The servant therefore fell
down, and worshipped him, saying,
Lord, have patience with me, and I
will pay thee all.
"Then the lord of that servant
was moved with compassion, and
loosed him, and forgave him the
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debt. But the same servant went out,
and found one of his fellowservants,
which owed him an hundred pence:
and he laid hands on him, and took
him by the throat, saying, Pay me
that thou owest. And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and
besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee
all. And he would not: but went and
cast him into prison, till he should
pay the debt.
"So when his fellowservants saw
what was done, they were very
sorry, and came and told unto their
lord all that was done. Then his lord,
after that he had called him, said
unto him, O thou wicked servant, I
forgave thee all that debt, because
thou desiredst me: Shouldest not
thou also have had compassion on
thy fellowservant, even as I had pity
on thee? And his lord was wroth,
and delivered him to the tormentors,
till he should pay all that was due
unto him. So likewise shall my
heavenly Father do also unto you, if
ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses."
Christ forgave your trespasses,
so you ought to be willing to have
compassion for other people. I believe that the child of God should
pay his debts. If he cannot pay, he
should at least acknowledge that he
has a debt and do the best he can to
pay it. A child of God should not
take a wrong attitude.
Mark 11:24-25 reads: "Therefore
I say unto you, What things soever
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall have
them. And when ye stand praying,
forgive, if ye have ought against
any: that your Father also which is
in heaven may forgive you your
trespasses." Unforgiveness can block
God from answering your prayers.
Unforgiveness can defile a
person. Hebrews 12:15 says, "Looking diligently lest any man fail of
the grace of God; lest any root of
bitterness springing up trouble you,
and thereby many be defiled."
Unforgiveness is a terrible condition. Many times a person will say,
"I cannot believe that he would do

that to me." Well, there are a lot of
things that people should not have
done to Jesus Christ, but they did
them, and He forgave them. The
Christian should be the most forgiving person on the face of this earth.
A child of God should not hold a
grudge. A child of God should want
to forgive, just as Jesus Christ forgave him.
Bringing the Flesh
Into Subjection
You must be aware of Satan's
devices. He wants you to disobey
the Word of God and the Spirit of
God. The flesh is something that you
must keep under. If not, your flesh is
going to get you into trouble. Have
you ever noticed when it is time to
go to church on Sunday morning
that the bed seems just a little more
comfortable than normal? Well, that
is the flesh wanting you to stay in
between the sheets. When it is time
to go to church, it is time to get your
soul fed, not time to take care of the
flesh. The flesh is going to die one of
these days, but you have a soul that
is going to live eternally. You need
to be in the church services if possible, and you ought to be there on
time. Also, you should attend Sunday school. It is important to be
there to support the Sunday school
teacher and to pray for him or her.
We read in 1 Corinthians 9:27,
"But I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by
any means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway." The body that God has given
you is your responsibility. It is the
home for your soul, a house for the
soul, where the real man or woman
is. You can become careless with the
body.
I want you to think of the ones
who are bound by the habits of life.
You can look outside a hospital and
see people who have an IV in one
arm and a cigarette in the other
hand. They are bound by the tobacco habit. The results of smoking
could be the reason they are in the
hospital in the first place. Jesus

Christ came to save souls so they do
not have to be bound anymore. It is
very easy for ones to yield to the
sins of the flesh, but I believe every
saint of God is afraid of displeasing
God. That is the reason you need to
be very careful of bringing the flesh
into subjection to the will of God.
Psalm 111:10 reads, "The fear of
the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all
they that do his commandments: his
praise endureth for ever." Many
times you have to discipline yourself
when it comes to the body. You
have to constantly tell yourself what
you should and should not do so
that you do not fall into divers
temptations. Surely we all are
tempted, but we do not have to sin.
Thank God, Jesus took the sin out of
our hearts. That is something to be
happy about. You do not have to sin
anymore. You do not have to sin
because you do not want to. Why?
You do not want to hurt God.
Be Watchful
First Corinthians 9:24-25 tells us:
"Know ye not that they which run in
a race run all, but one receiveth the
prize? So run, that ye may obtain.
And every man that striveth for the
mastery is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible."
Saint of God, we are nothing
without God. We each need to keep
that in mind. If a person thinks he is
something, he is not. Pride wants to
rise up and destroy his influence.
Sometimes weaknesses prevent one
from becoming arrogant and keep
him humble. We read in 2 Corinthians 12:7, "And lest I should be exalted above measure through the
abundance of the revelations, there
was given to me a thorn in the flesh,
the messenger of Satan to buffet me,
lest I should be exalted above measure." Sometimes a person needs to
have weaknesses to keep him humble. Someone had a good quote that
said, "God often attaches a major
weakness to a major strength to
keep a person's ego in check." That
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is exactly what He does.
A limitation or a weakness that
God gives can act as a governor to
keep one from going too fast and
running ahead of the Lord. You may
want to go, go, go, but the Lord
might say: "Just back off a little;
slow down just a bit. I have a little
more that I want you to do rather
than going your direction." When
you first got saved, you just wanted
to go out and let everybody know
what salvation did for you. You
thought everybody else was going
to want what you had, but you
found out quickly that was not the
case. The Lord worked with you and
showed you some things.
Saint of God, you must be
watchful. There is a danger of your
not making it to Heaven. You must
constantly be on guard. You must
stay strong in the things of God. If
you let down, you have an adversary that is ready to pounce on you.
Luke 12:39-40 states: "And this
know, that if the goodman of the
house had known what hour the
thief would come, he would have
watched, and not have suffered his
house to be broken through. Be ye
therefore ready also: for the Son of
man cometh at an hour when ye
think not."
If you slack off on watching for
your soul, that will leave you wide
open to deception, and it will draw
you away from the mercies of God.
If you let down on the things of God,
this old world's activities will become more attractive. Things that
you once would not even consider
doing will be the only things on
your mind to do. Knowing the Truth
and then casting the Truth away is
as dangerous to the soul as grabbing
high voltage wires would be to the
physical body. I love the Truth! It
was the Truth that set me free one
day. If it was not for Truth, I could
have fallen right into sectarianism,
or Babylonian worship. I could have
accepted any old doctrine just to
appease the flesh. Salvation is something that goes deeper than the
flesh.
I want to make Heaven my
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home some day, do you? I would
not want to miss it, would you? I do
not want anything here to hinder
me. I do not want to have negative
feelings toward a brother or a sister.
I do not want to develop a critical
spirit. I do not want to have anything in my life that would hinder
me or hinder others. I do not want to
bring any ill will toward my pastor.
I want to be in a position to uplift,
not to tear down. We are going to
make mistakes. However, someone
once said, "Your mistakes should be
your motivation, not your excuse."
Too many people use mistakes as an
excuse, and all they live on are
mistakes. Mistakes should be your
motivation to do better.
God's Transforming Power
God used people in the Bible,
and we are no different from them.
Those people in the Word of God
went through adversities, and we do
too, but we can come through them.
God is the same yesterday, today,
and forever. Missionary Hudson
Taylor once said, "Some of God's
giants were weak in their own personal way." They had weaknesses in
their literal lives. Moses' weakness
was his temper. It caused him to
murder an Egyptian, to strike the
rock that he was supposed to speak
to, and to break the tablets of stone
that had the Ten Commandments
written on them; yet God transformed Moses into a humble servant. Can He not do that to you? We
each have faults and different personalities, but that should not hinder your love for God or for others.
Numbers 12:3 says, "(Now the man
Moses was very meek, above all the
men which were upon the face of
the earth.)" That lets you know that
God transformed Moses.
Gideon was a man who felt that
he was nothing. He had low selfesteem, but God turned him into a
mighty man of valor. Judges 6:12
reads, "And the angel of the LORD
appeared unto him, and said unto
him, The LORD is with thee, thou
mighty man of valour." Sometimes
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you may feel like Gideon, feeling
that you are unable to do what God
wants you to do. God wants to work
with you. Are you going to allow
Him to work with you? You should
not want God to work against you.
Consider David. He committed
the sin of adultery, but he was transformed into a man after God's own
heart. Acts 13:22 says, "And when
he had removed him, he raised up
unto them David to be their king; to
whom also he gave testimony, and
said, I have found David the son of
Jesse, a man after mine own heart,
which shall fulfil all my will." Saint
of God, today you need to keep going. When the devil puts up a roadblock, you need to pray that the
Lord will break it down. There is
victory in Jesus. The devil would
love to put up even a speed bump,
but sometimes you might have to go
around it. I have done that before,
literally, have you? The Lord will
give you an avenue where you need
to go. Jesus Christ will provide a
way, but you need to keep going. It
is not a time to stop and look
around. You need to move forward
with God.
What kept the Apostle Paul
going? Philippians 3:13 says, "Brethren, I count not myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing I
do, forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before." You
cannot do anything to change the
past; the past is over. You should
not dwell on the past. Too many
people want to dwell on the bad
things of the past, but God wants
you to reach forth to those things
which are before you. The word
reach shows that effort is involved.
Verse 14 reads, "I press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus."
Keep the Faith
Paul wanted to continue serving
God to the very last mile. Is that
your testimony? He wanted to serve
God right up to the very end, and he
did. We read in 2 Timothy 4:6-8:
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"For I am now ready to be offered,
and the time of my departure is at
hand. I have fought a good fight, I
have finished my course, I have kept
the faith: Henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing." Saint of God,
there is something at the end awaiting each of us. We should live as
faithfully as the Apostle Paul did.
He is in the Word of God for our
example. We need to endeavor to
live close to God every day.
Paul did not want to end up like
Demas. Demas was a castaway. The
Word of God is full of individuals
who had great promise, but they
ended up becoming castaways. Perhaps you can think of individuals
who turned away from Truth. They
no longer love the Truth, they no
longer back the Truth, and they no
longer want to hear the Word of
God.
The Spirit of God will cause you
to dress modestly, even if the weather is hot. A child of God wants to be
modest. Too many people today are
taking up with the things of this old
world. They are not upholding the
Bible standard the way they ought
to. They let others dictate their living. Too often the let down is in the
pulpit. If the standard is not held
before the people, they will drift
away from it and do what the flesh
wants to do. If people do not hear
the standard preached, they are not
going to live it, especially if the socalled men of God do not live it.
Sometimes people cannot see where
the church ends and the world
begins.
F. B. Meyer wrote these words:
"The prime cause of all failure in
private life as well as in public ministry is the assertion of self." As long
as men and women think they are
all right, nothing can be done for
them. Many things such as pride
and riches can draw you aside. The
riches of this old world will never
take the place of Jesus Christ. Proverbs 11:28 states, "He that trusteth in

his riches shall fall: but the righteous
shall flourish as a branch." Proverbs
27:24 says, "For riches are not for
ever: and doth the crown endure to
every generation?"
Saint of God, do not be guilty of
becoming lean in your soul. There is
a spirit in this old world that does
not want you to see things as clearly
as you used to. There is a spirit that
wants you to back away from spiritual things. Sin is sin; it is just as
dark as it ever was, and it is becoming even darker. There is a spirit
that wants you to back away from
the things of God. There is a spirit
going across our land that does not
want you to see things as they are.
We need to let the church be the
church and let the people rejoice.
We have Jesus Christ, the Word of
God, and the standard of God's
Word.
Do you think it would be
terrible to miss the mark and not
make Heaven your home? Are you
just as excited about the things of
God as you once were, or even more

excited? You should be even more
excited. Do you have a genuine, upto-date experience in your soul?
When others come in contact with
you, does your life reveal to them
that you are a child of God?
The only way that we can enter
Heaven is through Jesus Christ. It is
not through joining a church, shaking a preacher's hand, or being baptized as a baby; Jesus Christ is the
only way. A lot of people want to
bypass Jesus Christ, but He is the
only way you are going to make it.
John 10:7-10 reads: "Then said
Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of
the sheep. All that ever came before
me are thieves and robbers: but the
sheep did not hear them. I am the
door: by me if any man enter in, he
shall be saved, and shall go in and
out, and find pasture. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy: I am come that they
might have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly."
It is truly an honor and a
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privilege to serve Jesus Christ. Do
you know how honored you are to
be a saint of God? Do you know
what a privilege it is to be a member
of the blood-washed church? The
Church of God is not just any
church, but she is the church that
came down from above. The true
Church of God is where people can
get their spiritual needs taken care
of, their souls fed, and their bodies
healed. We can come together as the
body of Christ to worship the One
who saved us from our sins. If you
are unsaved or backslidden, the
devil does not want you to do anything. You need to get involved. The
church is going on with or without
you. It is time to get on board. You
need to get worldly things out of the
way and not look back. There is
nothing to go back to. You need to
get your focus on the eternal things
ahead of you.
(C ompact D isc TR -996M )
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1 Kings 6:1 And it came to pass in
the four hundred and eightieth year
after the children of Israel were come
out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth
year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in
the month Zif, which is the second
month, that he began to build the house

of the LORD.
2 And the house which king
Solomon built for the LORD, the length
thereof was threescore cubits, and the
breadth thereof twenty cubits, and the
height thereof thirty cubits.
7 And the house, when it was in

building, was built of stone made ready
before it was brought thither: so that
there was neither hammer nor axe nor
any tool of iron heard in the house,
while it was in building.

Brother Garrett Haylock
God's Way of Preparing Us
The Bible tells us that Solomon
had a lot of people employed in the
building of this temple, as well as in
the preparation phase. The Scriptures let us know that this house,
using eighteen inches for a cubit,
would have been ninety feet long
and thirty feet wide. This is not the
biggest building that we have seen,
but what is so unique about this
building was that it was built of
"stone made ready before it was
brought thither." There was no problem for those stones to fit into the
place for which they were prepared.
As the church, it is amazing how
God fits us in the place where we
are most suitable and where we will
be most capable. God is a great God.
Many times I have thought
about the stones, or the people, that
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God made ready before they came
to church. It would be so good if
everything was already plotted out
and set in place so that the pastors
would not have anything to do but
enjoy a well-organized congregation. However, the pastor has to do
some things. Some people are not
saved yet. God has a plan for every
one of our lives.
The Bible tells us in the latter
part of Revelation 4:11, "For thy
pleasure they are and were created."
God created each of us for His pleasure with the expectation that we
would bring pleasure to Him. There
is no better place to bring pleasure
to God than serving Him in His
church.
I am grateful that God has a way
of preparing us for His service. You
see, it is the hearts of men that need
to be changed. As God works on our
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hearts, He prepares us for the call
that He wants to place upon us. In
the Scripture text He talked about
the stones being made ready. I
thought about how God prepares
people's hearts. Sometimes we are
just going along, as it were, not paying God the least mind, but God
sees our hearts. He knows us, and
He knows the purpose for which He
made us. Many times He will work
on our hearts to prepare us for the
place that He has for us in His
church.
Sometimes God might work on
us through sickness, either through
our own illness or through the illness of a loved one. At times God
has to break down a person's stubborn will before He can really use
him. Whatever method He uses, it
would be good to hear that still,
small voice of His wooing. Often He

talks to people in their youth. God
said in Ecclesiastes 12:1, "Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth." Those who remember Christ
in their youth already have a tenderness of heart that God needs in His
service, and He can easily work
with them. If a person puts off serving God, then He has to bring that
one to the place where he is willing
to answer that call.
I thought of when the children
of Israel were building the tabernacle under Moses. God gave them
specific instructions. Moses went to
the people and said to them that the
Lord told him to take an offering
from the congregation, but only
from those of a willing heart. God
can only use a willing person. If you
are not willing, God has ways and
means that can make you willing.
However, since He has given you
the freedom of choice, He would
take that away from you if He made
you do everything. God works
around us like He did with the
Canaanites when they hardened
themselves against God.
One songwriter penned: "God
did not compel them to go against their
will, but He just made them willing to
go." That is the way it is with us
many times. God has to stir us,
break up relationships, break up
friendships, and break up all kinds
of things to get the people that He
can use in His service. These stones
mentioned in our Scripture text
were prepared before they were
brought to the house. When people
are prepared and they have answered the call of God, then their
hearts have been readied for it. It is
much easier for a pastor to lead
those people.
Being a Blessing to the Church
Some people feel, "Well, I'm
going to try this out." Friend, that is
not going to work. If you are coming
just to try out the church, to try out
Christianity, to try to see if this is
really what you are looking for, it is
not going to work. If God is working
on your heart, you may not even

understand all of what is happening, but something inside you is
drawing you nearer to God. You
have a desire building up inside you
that says, "I want to know more
about God."
Sometimes you will see people
come to the services that you have
never seen come. Perhaps you have
been praying and calling out their
names before God, but it just seems
as if it is hitting the ceiling. My
mother-in-law told me before she
died that she had prayed thirty
years for my father-in-law to be
saved. No doubt, it just seemed as
though it was not going to happen,
but then one night, he came. My
wife walked over and talked to him
about being saved. He stepped right
out of that seat and walked to the
altar with her. God prepares the
stones before they come to the
church. God saved him, and he has
been a blessing.
We ran into a problem in the
Cayman Islands, and we had to
move out of the building we were
in. We said, "Well, we are leaving
like Abraham, and we do not know
where to go." Then someone said,
"I'm going to give the church one
acre of land." That may not seem
like much, but down in the Cayman
Islands, that acre of land was valued
at two hundred thousand Cayman
dollars. If we had to raise that
amount of money and then build a
building, we would not have a
building. Thank God, He worked it
out so that we could have that piece
of land. The person who gave it is a
blessing to the church, and I believe
it was because God was preparing
him before he came. People come to
service, and some get saved because
God has worked on their hearts.
They are the people who are going
to be the good workers in the congregation. They are prepared. God
has worked on their hearts.
When people come to service
and bow at an altar, things will fall
into place. Psalm 34:18 says, "The
LORD is nigh unto them that are of a
broken heart; and saveth such as be
of a contrite spirit." According to our
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Scripture text, those stones that God
used to build a church were prepared before they came. Solomon
had more than one hundred fiftythree thousand people building that
temple. That is a lot of people hewing stones and getting them ready so
that when they came, no sledge
hammers would be needed to knock
pieces off or force them into place.
They were all prepared before they
came on site.
Many saints are very willing
and so flexible to labor in the work
of God. They are a real blessing to
their pastor, to the congregation,
and to God. They do it so willingly
because they fit into those positions
that God has prepared.
When those stones were being
prepared, they did not know where
they were going. They did not know
what part of the building they were
going to be utilized in, but those
who were hewing the stones were
hewing them according to a plan, by
a pattern, so they knew where they
were going. First Peter 2:5 states,
"Ye also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ."
We, too, know where we fit into the
church.
Prepared for a Specific Work
For approximately twenty years,
I thought I had found the joy and the
thrill of my life. I drove the church
bus, picked up people, and brought
them to the services. I also raked the
yard, cleaned the building, and ran
errands. I was completely satisfied
in doing those tasks. Then one day it
seemed that a need arose, and I was
placed in a position with much more
responsibility. I did not know all the
plans that God had for me. You do
not know all the plans He has for
you. If you are unsaved, God has a
plan for you. He has a place for you
in His kingdom. You must listen to
the wooing of God and obey the
Spirit. The Scripture says, "To day if
ye will hear his voice, harden not
your hearts, as in the provocation"
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(Hebrews 3:15).
Sometimes we meet people who
are looking for a job, for something
to do. God can provide. When the
bills are over your head, and that job
is no longer there, you may become
frantic. Sometimes in your desperation, you may start to seek certain
ways and means. God sees your
heart, and He will keep working. He
is preparing you to seek Him. That
is a blessing. God has promised that
He will supply our needs according
to His riches in glory. As He prepares you, He works upon your
heart. He is preparing you to fit into
His building, His body, the church.
Concerning those stones that
were being prepared, it did not matter which ones were going to be on
the top or which ones were going to
be on the bottom. Child of God, you
should be honored just to be included. It should not matter what
position you are in. Many people
work behind the scenes, but some
people could not take that. Some
people will only work if they can be
seen and be recognized for it. We do
not know all the preparation that
has gone on behind the scenes. Some
people are needed in God's work in
offices, working in positions where
most people never see them.
God prepares you for wherever
you would serve Him best. He gives
you a heart of service, and He gives
you a heart to serve Him, no matter
what the capacity. He is calling you.
If you really pay close attention to
God, watch Him, and study those
people whom He brings into His
church, you will see where He has
called them.
You need to obey the Spirit of
God. The Bible says in 1 Corinthians, Chapter 12, that it is God who
sets the members in the body as it
pleases Him. When people give
heed to God's Holy Spirit, they are
placed where He wants them, and
by the help of the Lord, they do His
will. Some people are very suggestive and say, "I believe I would be
better here." Is that where the Lord
has placed you? God sets the members in the body as it pleases Him.
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Those stones were prepared for
a specific work. Those builders
could not put them where they
wanted to put them; they had to put
them where they were hewn for.
That is the reason the building took
seven years.
God's Plan for His Church
I was a self-employed plumber
for twenty-five years. There was
much new construction in the Cayman Islands, and I worked in some
residential areas. We would put the
little buffer of 4 x 8 sheets of plywood around the site, but that did
not keep out the noise. Construction
workers have to start early, and
some people were complaining
about the noise. Some workers were
using jack hammers at seven o'clock
in the morning, and sometimes earlier than that, especially in the summer when the daylight starts early.
Can you imagine the peace and
tranquility that must have been in
the vicinity of where this temple
was being built. No hammer, no
axe, no tool of iron, and no iron
clanging against iron. Everything
that was done to that building was
prepared before it got there, so all
they had to do was set in place the
things where they were prepared
for, and everything went in smoothly. There was no noise. This is indicative or symbolic of the church today.
When we allow God to run His
church, we are going to have peace
and harmony. When the church falls
into the hands of those who are not
spiritual, those who use favoritism,
those who are very selective with
whom they want to be where, that is
where problems begin in a congregation. If we allow God to bring
people in and use them in the specific places that He has prepared
them for, thank God, it will work
smoothly. Those stones on the bottom did not complain about being
on the bottom.
When you are prepared for a
specific position, you serve God best
in that position. Paul brought it up
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very beautifully in 1 Corinthians
12:14-15, which reads: "For the body
is not one member, but many. If the
foot shall say, Because I am not the
hand, I am not of the body; is it
therefore not of the body?" Paul said
in verse 19, "And if they were all
one member, where were the body?"
Just imagine if the whole body was
an eye. What an eye that would be!
God has a plan for His church. I love
1 Corinthians, Chapter 12. Paul so
beautifully showed the church as a
body and revealed how important
each member of the body is.
In this building those stones that
were placed on the bottom were
satisfied to be there. Verse 18 of the
same chapter says, "But now hath
God set the members every one of
them in the body, as it hath pleased
him." First Kings 6:18 says, "And the
cedar of the house within was
carved with knops and open flowers: all was cedar; there was no
stone seen." You should not come to
the church for "show and tell." We
are prepared so that we are willing
to operate without even being seen.
No stone was seen. There were no
great stones or little stones. In the
Church of God, we are little stones
compared to the chief cornerstone.
Everything starts from Him.
Fitting in the Body of Christ
In a building you must have a
chief corner, especially if a piece of
land is not square. In the Cayman
Islands, for a one-story building, it
has to be ten feet away from the
boundary. Therefore, if your piece of
land is at a little angle, you must
start from the corner where it is
most out of square, get ten feet both
ways, and then start from there to
square the rest of the building; that
becomes the chief corner. If you start
in the wrong place, by the time you
are finished at that bad angle, you
might have only six feet on one side
and nine feet on the other side; then
the planning department will fail
the building. You must get the correct measurements, select the chief
corner, and then start to work from

that.
Likewise, that is how it is with
the church. Everything in the church
works from the chief corner. When
He places you somewhere, you are
going to fit. He is going to get you fit
for the job that He has for you to do.
Acts 13:2 reads, "As they ministered
to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas
and Saul for the work whereunto I
have called them." God sent Paul to
be an apostle to the Gentiles. He had
a specific work for him. He had sat
at Gamaliel's feet and learned multiple languages, which were very
useful as he went out into multinational and cultural people. We read
in 1 Corinthians 14:5, "I would that
ye all spake with tongues." Paul was
versed in more languages than most.
When we, as stones, have been
adequately prepared, we fit beautifully in the church. We fit right into
the body. God in His wisdom may
decide to move you to a heavenly
level, like Stephen of old. When the
widows were neglected in their
daily administration, the Apostles
instructed the church to select seven
men of honest report and full of the
Holy Ghost so that they might serve
tables and the Apostles could give
themselves to fasting and prayer.
Stephen was selected to be one of
those men. Soon Stephen was
preaching God's Word.
If you are willing to work for
God, the Scripture says that when
the time is right, you will know His
will. If you will be submissive to the
Holy Spirit and do those things
which He commands and demands
of you, in due season He will exalt
you. Jesus said in Matthew 23:12,
"And whosoever shall exalt himself
shall be abased; and he that shall
humble himself shall be exalted."
God knows where you will
work best, and you can trust His
preparation. If you are outside the
fold of God, and you are finding
yourself with a desire to know more,
Psalm 51:17 reads, "The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit: a broken
and a contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not despise." As God prepares

you for His service, you need to
listen to Him.
When John the Baptist was
preaching and being a forerunner
for Christ and His ministry, He was
out there baptizing. Matthew 3:7-8
states: "But when he saw many of
the Pharisees and Sadducees come
to his baptism, he said unto them, O
generation of vipers, who hath
warned you to flee from the wrath
to come? Bring forth therefore fruits
meet for repentance." If you listen to
God's Holy Spirit and let that convicting power grip your heart, you
will have been so well prepared that
you will fit right in, like a hand in a
glove, and work beautifully.
Give Heed to His Voice
You cannot come to God any
time you want. You have to be
called, and you have to be prepared.
Your job is to hear and answer God's
call. Often people want to set dates
and times for turning to God. I had
a cousin who told me, "When I'm
forty years old, then I'm going to
serve God."
I said, "It doesn't work like that."
He said, "Well, that's what I've
decided."
I said: "Well, that's not right.
You can't come to God unless His
Spirit draws you."
He said, "I'm going to get saved;
I'll show you when I'm forty." When
he became forty years of age, he was
no closer to repenting than he was
previously when he told me that he
was waiting until he was forty. To
shorten the story, at the age of fortyfour, he died of cancer. No doubt,
that cancer was already working on
his body as God inspired me to talk
to him, but he said no. He had no
signs of it then, so he just went on
for four years after that fortieth year
that he said he was going to get
saved.
Has your heart been prepared as
those stones? Has your heart been
prepared for God's service? You see,
it is not a literal stone; it is your
heart that God is striving to prepare.
When you get your heart prepared
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and ready for service, then the rest
of the body will fall in line. May
God help you so that you might
really see that.
Acts 2:41 tells us, "Then they
that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three
thousand souls." We cannot push
salvation on people. This is not a
commodity of our choosing. We are
to be faithful ambassadors to tell
others about the good plans that
God has for them, but they are going
to have to make the choice. As He
prepares your heart for His service,
as He did those stones to fit in their
place, may you find yourself coming
to the Lord as ready to serve Him as
those stones were fitting in the
places for which they were hewn.
May God bless you as you continue
to think of how you could become a
part of God's service by yielding
your life to Him.
In closing, I want you to read
one more Scripture. Second Corinthians 7:10 says, "For godly sorrow
worketh repentance to salvation not
to be repented of." You must have
godly sorrow when you come to the
Lord. As God prepares your heart
for service and shows you how you
could be valuable in His service, my
admonition is that you give heed to
His voice today. May God bless you.
(C ompact D isc TR -1165M )

WAIT ON
To talk with God,
No breath is lost—
Talk on!
To walk with God,
No strength is lost—
Walk on!
To wait on God,
No time is lost—
Wait on!
21

Genesis 2:16 And the LORD God
commanded the man, saying, Of every
tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat:
17 But of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:
for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die.
Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was
more subtle than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made. And he
said unto the woman, Yea, hath God

said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the
garden?
2 And the woman said unto the
serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden:
3 But of the fruit of the tree which
is in the midst of the garden, God hath
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall
ye touch it, lest ye die.
4 And the serpent said unto the
woman, Ye shall not surely die:
5 For God doth know that in the

day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall
be opened, and ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil.
6 And when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food, and that it
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be
desired to make one wise, she took of the
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also
unto her husband with her; and he did
eat.

Brother Larry Dishman
The Weapon That the Devil Uses
Have you been lying to
yourself? You may say: "I would not
think about lying to anyone. I would
not think about lying to God. I
would not think about lying to the
Holy Ghost." I would like to show
you a great contrast in the Bible.
John 8:44 says, "Ye are of your father
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not
in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh a
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is
a liar, and the father of it." We can
read that the devil started lying all
22

the way back in the beginning of
time. The devil was never an angel
in Heaven. He never sang in the
choir or lead the choir, because the
Bible says he was a murderer and a
liar from the beginning.
I would like to contrast that to
God. Hebrews 6:18 reads, "That by
two immutable things, in which it
was impossible for God to lie, we
might have a strong consolation,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us." That is
a great contrast. The devil is the
father of all lies. He was a liar from
the beginning, but God cannot lie. It
is impossible for God to lie. If you
are not careful, you will believe the
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whispers of the devil over what God
says.
Satan has a powerful weapon to
use against God's glory, God's truth,
God's perfection, God's holiness,
God's love, and God's justice. The
weapon that the devil uses is deceit.
He spins his lies like tops and sends
them whirling to the world like
tornadoes of falsehood. The result is
that he has built a whole kingdom
on lies. The devil has a kingdom
called the kingdom of darkness, and
it is built on lies.
What makes Satan's lies so
difficult to detect? They have a little
truth mixed with them. The lie that
the devil told Eve had some truth

mixed with it. That is the reason it is
hard to detect the devil's lies. I
would like to ask you a question,
whether you are a saint or a sinner.
Can you say, "The devil has lied to
me"? He has probably lied to all of
us, has he not? Now, can you say,
"God has lied to me"? No!
The devil is a liar; he is the
father of all lies. God has never told
one lie in His Word. God's Word is
true, and His words are pure. In
contrast, there is always that single
grain of falsehood in what the devil
says. How can you tell when the
devil is lying? The devil is lying
every time he opens his mouth. He
always tells lies. He never tells the
whole truth and nothing but the
truth.
The ultimate test to a lie is to
ask, "Does it violate the Scriptures?"
The devil's lies always violate the
Scriptures. How can you tell when
Satan is lying? That which he says
contradicts the Word of God. Anything the devil brings to your mind
that contradicts the Word of God is
not from God. If the devil is bringing confusion your way, you can put
it out of the way, because it is not
from God. God is not the author of
confusion.
Have you been lying to
yourself? I believe that sometimes
you can lie to yourself. The devil can
speak and bring thoughts to your
mind. You may reject the thoughts
at first, but the devil will not give
up. He will keep repeating himself.
His patience never wears out. He
just keeps on, and if you are not
careful, you will start believing him.
You may not repeat the lie with
your lips, but you will say it in your
mind.
If an enemy wants to stop
someone's progress, he will often
spread lies about that person to
poison public opinion, even to cause
that person to doubt himself. Your
enemy, the devil, uses the same
tactic to stop your progress. He will
tell any lie to you that is needful to
stop your progress. If you are thinking about getting saved, you are
making progress. By considering

salvation, you are counting the cost,
and the devil is going to do everything within his power to stop the
progress that you are making. He is
clever. That is the reason he will try
to get you to lie to yourself. You
must recognize the devil's lies for
what they are, to make progress.
The Bible says we are not
ignorant of Satan's devices. By the
help of God, I want to uncover another of the devil's devices. We
should not be ignorant of his devices. If we can recognize the devil's
lies, then we can resist him as the
Bible tells us to do. James 4:7b states,
"Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you."
"The Time Is Short"
Let us examine some lies that
we might tell ourselves so that we
can recognize them for what they
are. The first lie is, "I don't have
time." Sometimes Christians say that
concerning the things of God; however, that is often spoken by the
unsaved. The devil tells them they
do not have time for spiritual things.
He tells them that for so long that he
convinces them of it, but it is a matter of priority when it comes to time.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 reads: "Let us
hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man. For God shall bring
every work into judgment, with
every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil."
You should not allow the devil
to rob you of your time. You need to
do what Matthew 6:33 says to do:
"But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto
you." You ought to put God first
when it comes to your time. You
should not say that you do not have
time for the work of the Lord. Someone may say, "I have to do this, and
I have to get that done." The Word
of God says in Matthew 16:26, "For
what is a man profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul? or what shall a man give
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in exchange for his soul?" When you
say that you do not have time, you
need to think about that Scripture.
What would it profit you if you
were to gain all the money you
want, but at the expense of your
soul? What would it profit you if
you got all the money, the prestige,
the property, the honor, and the
education that you want to have, but
you would do it at the cost of your
soul? What will you give in exchange for your soul?
I believe as the Bible says in
1 Corinthians 7:29, "But this I say,
brethren, the time is short." Romans
13:12 tells us, "The night is far spent,
the day is at hand: let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness, and
let us put on the armour of light."
Friend, if the devil can cheat you out
of your time, he can cheat you out of
your soul, and that is what he wants
to do. Time is going to run out one
of these days. Time is going to run
out for me, and time is going to run
out for you. When time runs out,
you cannot buy back one minute of
it, even if you have all the gold in
the universe.
Procrastination
What is another lie? When
things need to be done in the work
of God or when people are witnessed to about their souls, the devil
says, "You have plenty of time."
Soon they repeat the devil's lie: "I
have plenty of time." You do not
have plenty of time. Many times it is
laziness that causes people to procrastinate. We read in Proverbs 6:6
and 9: "Go to the ant, thou sluggard;
consider her ways, and be wise. . . .
How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of
thy sleep?"
Proverbs 10:26 says, "As vinegar
to the teeth, and as smoke to the
eyes, so is the sluggard to them that
send him." Friend, this life is fleeting. First Peter 1:24 says, "For all
flesh is as grass, and all the glory of
man as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower thereof
falleth away." James said in James
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4:14, "Whereas ye know not what
shall be on the morrow. For what is
your life? It is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away." In the light of all
this, what really matters?
First John 2:17 says, "And the
world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever." Lots of folks
are lying to themselves. I believe
both saints and sinners sometimes
lie to themselves when they know
they need to make moves or need to
do certain things. The question is,
How much time do you have? Can
you say, "I know that I have ten
years"? No, none of us knows that
we have ten years. Can you say, "I
know for sure that I have at least
five years"? No, there is not a person, young or old, who can say, "I
know without a doubt that I have
five years." Nobody can even say, "I
know for sure that I have one year."
No, friend, you do not even know
whether you have one day. Do not
believe the lie that you have plenty
of time, because you do not know
how much time you have.
God's All-Seeing Eye
Another lie that people tell
themselves is this: "No one will ever
know. No one will see." The devil
will say: "Go ahead and do it; nobody is watching. How will anybody ever find out?" You may argue
with the devil at first, and then before you know it, you will say,
"How will anybody ever know?"
God is in control, and though
others may not see you and you may
think it is hidden, God sees, because
His eyes go to and fro throughout
the whole earth, beholding the good
and the evil. Numbers 32:23 says,
"Be sure your sin will find you out."
When the devil says no one will find
out, he is lying. When you say to
yourself, "Nobody will ever know,"
you are lying to yourself. God has
the power and the means of bringing it to light. You might go in a
room, shut the door, lock it, get on
the Internet, and look at ungodly
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things, and say, "I'm going to erase
this, and nobody will ever know."
However, God is watching, and He
has a way of bringing things to light.
No doubt, Ananias and
Sapphira said to each other in secret:
"We are going to sell this property
and keep back some of the price.
Nobody will ever know. When we
give the money, they will think that
we gave it all." It did not work that
way, because when they came to
give the money, Peter said, in so
many words, "Why have you agreed
together to lie to the Holy Ghost?"
Friend, you can be sure that your sin
will find you out. Sometimes people
say: "God understands the way I am.
God made me this way." That is a
lie. People want to live in sin. They
want to go contrary to the Word of
God, and the devil convinces them
that God made them that way. No,
God did not make you that way. The
Bible states in Ezekiel 28:15, "Thou
wast perfect in thy ways from the
day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee." That is not
talking about the devil either.
Ecclesiastes 7:29 reads, "Lo, this
only have I found, that God hath
made man upright; but they have
sought out many inventions." Do not
believe the lie that God understands
and made man this way. Here is
what God understands. Acts 17:30
says, "And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men every where to
repent." Jesus said in Luke 13:3, "I
tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent,
ye shall all likewise perish."
Presumptuous Sin
Another lie that people tell
themselves is, "You can go ahead
and do it, and then ask God for forgiveness." There is some truth to it,
but it is a lie because you may never
be able to ask for forgiveness. We
read in 1 John 2:1-2: "My little children, these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And
he is the propitiation for our sins:
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and not for ours only, but also for
the sins of the whole world." I thank
God for that Scripture, but we are
not to use it as a license to sin.
The attitude of a genuine
Christian is not to say: "I know it is
wrong, but I am going to go ahead
and do it. As soon as I do it, I can
ask God to forgive me." That is not
the attitude of a true, born-again
child of God. Yes, it is possible that
we can fall into sin. It is possible
that we can come short of the glory
of God, but Christians should never
take the attitude: "I don't care. I can
do it and ask God to forgive me. He
will always forgive." Friend, lots of
people in the Word of God never
had a chance to ask God for forgiveness. You cannot be forgiven if God
does not grant you repentance. In
order for a person to repent, God
must grant him repentance. The
Bible lets us know in the Book of
Revelation that God gives a space to
repent. Sometimes that space is not
very long, and sometimes people
miss their opportunity.
We read in Hebrews 12:17
concerning Esau, "For ye know how
that afterward, when he would have
inherited the blessing, he was
rejected: for he found no place of
repentance, though he sought it
carefully with tears." You had better
be careful of that attitude. It is a lie
that you can always be forgiven no
matter what you do. What if you
should die before you are forgiven;
that is a great possibility. The judgment of God could fall. It has fallen
in times past. Many people have
had the attitude, "I'm going to do
this, and later I will ask God to forgive me," but they never had the
opportunity. Sin took them further
than they wanted to go and kept
them longer than they wanted to
stay.
Sometimes the devil lies and
says, "You're okay because your
intentions are good." God is not
looking at your intentions only. He
is also looking at what you are doing and how you are living. The
devil actually convinced people in
the Word of God that God was

pleased with their wrongdoing. The
devil convinced that Balaam it
would be all right to go ahead and
go after God told him, "Do not go."
The devil convinced him, and he
believed his own lie.
Living the Christian Life
Another lie that the devil
perpetrates is, "You cannot live the
Christian life." If he tells you that
long enough, if you are not careful,
you will repeat the lie. Friend, you
can live it. No one can live the Christian life in his own strength, but
God will enable you to live it if you
will surrender to Him. No matter
where you come from or what you
have been involved in, if you want
to be saved and delivered from sin,
you can be delivered. You can live it
by the help of God. Jude 1:24 says,
"Now unto him that is able to keep
you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his
glory with exceeding joy." I thank
God for Scriptures such as 1 John
4:4, which tells us, "Greater is he
that is in you, than he that is in the
world." You can live the Christian
life because you have a greater One
on the inside. He is greater than the
world and greater than the devil.
You can live it if you get Him on the
inside. I love the Apostle Paul's testimony in Galatians 2:20 when he
said, "I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me."
In essence, Paul said, "It is not I that
is living this life, but it is God that is
living in me."
Friend, when you get God on
the inside, you can live the Christian
life. God is no respecter of persons.
What He has done for others, He
will do for you. Whether you are
bound by drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or
anything else, God can deliver you
and set you free. He has done it for
countless others, and He will do it
for you. I thank God for His keeping
power. Philippians 1:6 says, "Being

confident of this very thing, that he
which hath begun a good work in
you will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ."
We read in Ezekiel 36:26-27: "A
new heart also will I give you, and a
new spirit will I put within you: and
I will take away the stony heart out
of your flesh, and I will give you an
heart of flesh. And I will put my
spirit within you, and cause you to
walk in my statutes, and ye shall
keep my judgments, and do them."
The devil will come along and
say, "God does not care about you."
The devil will tell you that whether
you are a Christian or a sinner. Before you know it, your mind will be
whispering: "Maybe God doesn't
care about me. If God cares, why do
all these things happen to me?" First
Peter 5:7 says, "Casting all your care
upon him; for he careth for you." I
have good news for you, friend. No
matter who you are, God cares for
you. If you are a sinner, God cares
for you. He cares for you so much
that He gave His only begotten Son
so that if you will believe in Him,
you do not have to perish, but you
can have everlasting life. God really
cares. He is not willing that any
should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.
The devil is a liar. He tells
young people, "God is never going
to send you a saved companion."
You can say: "Yes, He will. I have
faith in Him. I believe He is going to
send me the right one." Most of the
time, God sends a godly companion
to someone who is really seeking
Him. Even if He does not, you
would be better off without one than
to have the wrong one. You might
not believe that, but some folks will
tell you that you are better off not to
have one than to have the wrong
one.
First Corinthians 7:39 tells us,
"The wife is bound by the law as
long as her husband liveth; but if
her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will;
only in the Lord." That is a command in God's Word. You are to
marry only in the Lord. Again, 2
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Corinthians 6:14 says, "Be ye not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath
light with darkness?" If you are a
believer, why think about being
yoked together with an unbeliever?
There are lots of differences
between a believer and an unbeliever, righteousness and unrighteousness, and light and darkness.
Why would you want to be yoked
together in a situation like that? If
you wait on God, it will be worth
your wait. You need to let God give
you a companion. Do not believe the
lies of the devil. Do not become an
impatient child of God and try to
bypass the Word of God. You
should not go out and start dating
an unbeliever, because most of the
time it is disastrous. It is a chance
that you do not want to take,
because the odds are against you.
God Answers Prayer
Another lie that the devil will
tell you is that when you pray, God
is not listening. Christians lie to
themselves sometimes because they
listen to the devil saying that God is
not listening. Sometimes when you
pray, it seems like the heavens are
brass. You pray some more, but the
devil keeps on saying, "God does
not hear you; He is not listening."
That is a lie. If you are saved, God is
listening. The Word of God tells us
in 1 Peter 3:12, "For the eyes of the
Lord are over the righteous, and his
ears are open unto their prayers."
Thank God, that is what the Word of
God says.
James 5:16b says, "The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much." In John 15:7 it says,
"If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you."
First John 3:22 reads, "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him,
because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are
pleasing in his sight." Sometimes a
young person goes to church, hears
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the Word of God preached, and God
speaks to that tender heart, and the
devil says, "You are too young to get
saved." Before you know it, the
young person is repeating the lies of
the devil. Every time God's Spirit
speaks to him, he says, "I am too
young." The fact is that if God is
speaking to you, you are not too
young. The old must die and the
young may die, but getting saved
while you are young means a life
saved as well as a soul saved.
Ecclesiastes 12:1 admonishes,
"Remember now thy Creator in the
days of thy youth, while the evil
days come not, nor the years draw
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no
pleasure in them." The time to plow
the ground is when the soil is soft,
before it is frozen by the winter temperatures. The time to mold concrete
into a desirable shape for future
usefulness is before it sets. The time
to yield your heart to God is while
you are young.
I believe children can get saved
much younger than what some people believe. Getting hold of God is
the best thing. I want to encourage
you, when God speaks to your
heart, do not repeat the devil's lies.
The devil never asks a person to
sign a contract never to get saved.
He just says, "Do not get saved today." He knows how to lead people
step by step past opportunity.
The devil is so deceitful, because
he comes to the young person when
he is very young, even before he
gets into his teens. He says: "You are
too young to get saved right now.
Just wait until you become a teenager." Then when he becomes a
teenager, the devil says: "You know
that if you get saved now while you
are in school, you are going to be
persecuted. You are going to have a
lot of peer pressure. Why not wait
until you get out of school?" When
he gets out of school, the devil says:
"Why not wait until you finish college, because it is going to be hard
to live for God while you are in college. Just wait until you get
married." He wants him to wait
until he gets married, because he
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will probably marry someone who
does not love the church and does
not love the Truth. Then if he does
get saved, he will have problems at
home.
The devil leads people on down
the broad way to destruction by
getting them to put off getting saved
a little longer. Next, the devil says,
"Wait until you are middle-aged,"
but often middle-aged people are
too busy with the things of this
world and making a living. They
look forward to getting saved in
their old age, but old age is seldom
found to be a convenient time. One
day death comes and closes the
scene, and then it is too late.
The devil also says, "You do not
have to do that to be a Christian" or
"You can do that and still be a Christian." You had better watch the lies
that the devil tells you. The Bible
says in Matthew 28:20, "Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world. Amen."
Heeding the Word of God
Another lie that the devil tells
people is, "You can be just as good
a Christian at home without going
to church." No, you cannot. You
need a pastor, you need a congregation, and you need fellowship,
because God says so. Another lie
that the devil tells is, "It does not
matter what you believe, as long as
you believe something." It does
matter what you believe. Otherwise,
why did Jesus warn about the
doctrine of the Pharisees and the
Sadducees? If it does not matter
what you believe, why does the
Bible say in 2 Thessalonians 2:12,
"That they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but
had pleasure in unrighteousness"?
Friend, if you do not believe the
Truth and love the Truth, then you
will be sent a strong delusion.
Another lie the devil speaks is,
"You are not really saved." If the
devil came to Jesus, the Son of God,
and said, "If thou be the Son of God
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. . ." I believe he is going to come to
us and say, "If you are really a
Christian . . . " He will try to talk
you out of your salvation. If you are
not careful, you will listen to the
devil and begin to doubt.
The devil worked on John the
Baptist, a great man of God who had
the privilege of baptizing Jesus. John
heard a voice from Heaven say,
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased" (Matthew 3:17).
However, in Matthew 11:3 you can
read that while John was in prison,
he sent word to Jesus, saying, "Art
thou he that should come, or do we
look for another?" Do not listen to
the devil. You need to point him
back to the place where you met the
conditions for salvation and stand
on the promises of God's Word. The
devil convinces people, and then
they begin to lie to themselves. They
say: "Someday I am going to get on
fire for God. Someday I am really
going to get down to business.
Someday I am going to really consecrate my life to God." The devil does
not care if you say that as long as
you never do it. The devil will say:
"This problem is so big that even
God cannot work it out. There is no
way out of this situation." Soon you
will start whispering, "I do not see
any way out; I am down for the
count." Is anything too hard for the
Lord? Nothing is too hard for God.
Stand on God's Promises
Another lie that people tell
themselves is that God does not love
them. The devil tells them, "God
does not care about you; He does
not love you." I want you to know
that God really loves you. It does
not matter how deeply you have
gone into sin, God loves you and He
cares about you. "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life" (John 3:16).
Another thing the devil says is
this: "You are too great a sinner to be
saved." Then sinners start lying to
themselves and say: "I am too great

a sinner. God would never save
someone like me." Friend, that is a
lie. Isaiah 1:18 says, "Come now, and
let us reason together, saith the
LORD: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool." Friend, God
came to save sinners.
Mark 2:17 says, "They that are
whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came
not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance." It does not matter
how great a sinner you may be,
there is hope for you. Jesus Christ
will save the worst person in existence if that person will own his
condition and meet the conditions of
salvation. God will save that person.
Another lie the devil tells people
is this: "You will get saved some
day. You will not die lost. You will
not go to hell." Many sinners lie to

themselves about this more than
anything else. Almost everyone in
hell lied to himself his whole life,
saying: "Someday I am going to get
saved. When everything is just right,
I intend to get saved." The road to
hell is paved with good intentions.
The devil deceives people. He does
not care if you go through life thinking, "Someday I am going to get
saved." He will let you think about
that, but he will say, "You do not
want to get saved tonight; make it
some other time." That is a tactic
that the devil uses to convince many
people, "I am going to get saved, but
not tonight." Do not fall into the trap
of the enemy. He definitely knows
how to lead you step by step past
opportunities until finally you turn
down your last opportunity.
The devil will tell you, "There is
no way out of this situation." As a
saint of God, you have no reason to

doubt God, because He is true and
faithful. If you are a sinner, you
ought to quit lying to yourself. You
need to quit listening to the devil.
You are going to lie yourself right
into hell if you are not careful. Why
not come and let this be the time
that you get things settled? No
doubt, you have been saying for a
long time, "I am going to get saved
some day," but you have been lying
to yourself. Won't you put some
action behind those words? Maybe
you ought to say: "From now on, by
the grace of God, I am not going to
lie to myself any longer. I am going
to stand on God's Word. I am going
to stand on His promises. God,
forgive me for the lies I have told
myself."
(Com pact Disc TR-1036E)

December 28-31
Make your reservations now to come and worship
the Lord with us in an old-fashioned meeting
at God's Acres, Newark, Ohio
Send reservations to: David L. Bush, 725 N. Cedar Street,
Newark, Oh 43055. Or call (740) 345-1213
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