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Luke 14:28-30
You Must Count the Cost!
Do you know the Lord as your
personal Savior? Possibly you
have desired to become a Christian. You might have tried several
times to make a start but soon
found yourself turning back.
Hopefully, as you read this article,
you will be made to realize how
much He truly loves and cares for
you. He desires all men everyw here to be saved and to live a
life free from sin. It is true that
life surely has its battles and hard
places, but the godly way is the
best way. It is the only w ay that
leads to peace and happiness and
Heaven in the end. If you are considering starting for God, we urge
you to earnestly press your way.
There are vital considerations
that one must make when he or
she begins to seek the Lord for
salvation. Allow me to remind
you to seriously consider the cost
involved so this decision will be
successful. Choosing to be a
Christian and living a life of holiness is the most important and
the most beneficial decision a
man or a w oman can make. It
requires much more than just
desiring to be forgiven of sin, and
it is more than merely believing
that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God. This matter is not one that is
to be tried for a while to see
whether or not you like it. Many
feel that if it fails to work out the
way they think it should, they can
lay it aside. Real salvation
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requires a complete surrender of
your will and life to God. This
com mitment is not just for the
present, but it must be for a lifetime. This is the reason it is so
serious and needs to be given the
utmost attention and thought.
Jesus, in this Scripture, was
laying out a basic truth to those
gathered before Him and for us
as well. He instructed men to
count the cost and to see if they
have enough to finish. Are you
determined to go all the way to
the end of life with Him no matter what befalls you? If you fail to
go all the way, others who look
upon you will laugh and mock at
your inability to finish. People
will wonder if you were truly
seriou s about serving God. Failure to continue leaves a negative
impression of Christianity on
other lost souls.
Naturally, it is of the utmost
importance to lay a good foundation to build upon. If you do not
lay a good foundation, the building will not stand. After the foundation is laid properly, the builder must select good material to be
used. If inferior products are
used or corners are cut in the
workmanship, the building will
not meet the inspection requirements. The natural building will
not be able to stand through the
storm s that come and beat
against it.
[c ontinue d on pag e 8 ]

Revelation 11:1 And there was
given me a reed like unto a rod: and the
angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure
the temple of God, and the altar, and
them that worship therein.
2 But the court which is without
the temple leave out, and measure it not;
for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the
holy city shall they tread under foot
forty and two months.
3 And I will give power unto my
two witnesses, and they shall prophesy
a thousand two hundred and threescore
days, clothed in sackcloth.
4 These are the two olive trees, and
the two candlesticks standing before the
God of the earth.
5 And if any man will hurt them,
fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and

devoureth their enemies: and if any man
will hurt them, he must in this manner
be killed.
6 These have power to shut heaven,
that it rain not in the days of their
prophecy: and have power over waters
to turn them to blood, and to smite the
earth with all plagues, as often as they
will.
7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall
make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.
8 And their dead bodies shall lie in
the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where
also our Lord was crucified.
9 And they of the people and

kindreds and tongues and nations shall
see their dead bodies three days and an
half, and shall not suffer their dead
bodies to be put in graves.
10 And they that dwell upon the
earth shall rejoice over them, and make
merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets
tormented them that dwelt on the earth.
11 And after three days and an half
the Spirit of life from God entered into
them, and they stood upon their feet;
and great fear fell upon them which saw
them.
12 And they heard a great voice
from heaven saying unto them, Come
up hither. And they ascended up to
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies
beheld them.

Brother Roger L. Decker
A Symbolic Book
Verse 1 says that John was given
a reed like a rod to measure the
temple of God, the altar, and those
who worshiped therein. The Revelation was written in symbolic language. When you read the pages of
the Book of Revelation, you are

reading a symbolic Book. A large
portion of the Bible was written in
symbolic language. There are allegories, symbols, and parables, which
represent lessons of truth that God is
relaying to you and me. The world
cannot pick up the Bible and look in
the Book of Revelation and understand it. This is the reason there are
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various interpretations of this Book.
It is revealed to His servants, and to
be a servant of Jesus Christ, you
must be born again, or saved.
Revelation 1:1 says, "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave
unto him, to show unto his servants
things which must shortly come to
pass; and he sent and signified it by
3

his angel unto his servant John."
There are some things in this verse
that we need to know to understand
the Revelation. First of all, it is the
revelation of Jesus Christ that God
gave to Him to show to His servants. The word revelation means
"apocalypse," or an uncovering. It
also means "a removing of the veil,
the symbolic forecast of the final
judgments of God given to those
who serve." The word signified
means "expressing by signs," which
is very common throughout the
Word of God.
I want you to look at some
symbolic language in other parts of
the Bible. Luke 13:31-32 says: "The
same day there came certain of the
Pharisees, saying unto him, Get thee
out, and depart hence: for Herod
will kill thee [in this verse Jesus was
being warned that He had better
leave Galilee and go where Herod
had no jurisdiction]. And he said
unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox,
Behold, I cast out devils, and I do
cures to day and to morrow, and the
third day I shall be perfected." A fox
among the Jews appears to have
been the emblem of a very wicked
ruler who united cunningness with
cruelty and who was always
plotting how he might enlarge himself by harming the character of
others.
Matthew 25:31-33 reads: "When
the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory: And before him
shall be gathered all nations: and he
shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his
sheep from the goats: And he shall
set the sheep on his right hand, but
the goats on the left." If we were to
literalize these Scriptures, then we
would be excluded from the Judgment. Jesus was talking about people who are saved and people who
are not saved. Symbolic language is
not a strange thing, and it was used
very commonly throughout the
Word of God.
Revelation 11:1 lets us know
that some measuring was to take
4

place. There was given a reed like a
rod, and that rod was given to measure the temple of God, the altar,
and those who worship therein.
Common sense would tell you that
this reed like a rod could not be
taken literally. What would measure
the temple of God, the altar, and the
people who worship therein? There
is only one measuring rod, not two
or three, and we know that
measuring rod is the Word of God.
An Apostasy
The church of the morning time
was a glorious church without spot,
wrinkle, or any such thing. She relied on the power that Jesus said
would be given by the Holy Ghost;
however, the glory and the splendor
in which the morning-time church
was arrayed came to an end, just as
it has in many congregations today.
An apostasy struck the ranks of
the Church of God after the departure of the disciples, and it hit
suddenly.
The Apostle Paul knew that he
was going to leave this world, so he
expressed his burden in Acts 20:2931 where he said: "For I know this,
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. Also of your own
selves [it is not the outside where an
apostasy starts; it starts right in the
ranks of the Church of God] shall
men arise, speaking perverse things,
to draw away disciples after them
[or to give them a following]. Therefore watch, and remember, that by
the space of three years I ceased not
to warn every one night and day
with tears." In approximately A.D.
270, the apostasy had gained momentum and had changed its means
of deceit. Apostasy was working
through religion rather than paganism. Paganism had been cast down.
Verse 3 of our Scripture text
states, "And I will give power unto
my two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred
and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth." There was going to be prophesying in sackcloth for twelve hunG o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • M a rc h 2 0 1 3

dred sixty days. Verse 2 says fortytwo months, and those symbols
mean the same. Forty-two months
times thirty days a month gives you
the same timetable.
The Revelation was written in
symbolic language, a day for a year,
which equals twelve hundred sixty
years. Where do we get a day for a
year? Let me give you a couple of
Scriptures. The Word of God does
express a day for a year. A leader
from each tribe searched the land of
Canaan, and they searched the land
for forty days, but an evil report was
given by ten of the twelve spies who
went. It stirred all the congregation
of Israel, and they rebelled against
Moses and Aaron to the degree that
Israel said they wished they had
stayed in Egypt. Moses was stirred,
Aaron was stirred, and God got
stirred. God spoke to Moses, and He
said in Numbers 14:34, "After the
number of the days in which ye
searched the land, even forty days,
each day for a year, shall ye bear
your iniquities, even forty years,
and ye shall know my breach of
promise."
There were twelve hundred
sixty years of mourning right in the
midst of grief. Who are these two
witnesses mentioned in verse 3 of
our Scripture text? The two witnesses are God's Word and God's
Holy Spirit, without which you cannot serve God and without which a
congregation cannot go forward. We
need them to anoint the singing, we
need them to anoint the preaching,
and we need them to anoint the
testimonies. We need them to be
present in the congregation every
moment of worship, and we need
them when we leave the worship
services.
The Two Witnesses
The two witnesses are neither
the Old and the New Testaments
nor two different men. You need to
understand the Word of God correctly. Malachi 4:5-6 says this: "Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the

great and dreadful day of the LORD:
And he shall turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and the heart
of the children to their fathers, lest I
come and smite the earth with a
curse."
We can read this same prophecy
in Luke 1:13-17, speaking of the
birth of John the Baptist: "But the
angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and
thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a
son, and thou shalt call his name
John. And thou shalt have joy and
gladness; and many shall rejoice at
his birth. For he shall be great in the
sight of the Lord, and shall drink
neither wine nor strong drink; and
he shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost, even from his mother's
womb.
"And many of the children of
Israel shall he turn to the Lord their
God. And he shall go before him in
the spirit and power of Elias, to turn
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just; to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord." The
Word and the Spirit are not men;
they are not human beings. The two
witnesses were not John the Baptist,
Moses, Abraham, Elijah, or Elisha,
but rather the two witnesses are the
Word of God and the Spirit of God.
Let us read some more
Scriptures. I want to make it very
plain. Some people continue to
claim an experience with God, but
the Spirit of God has drained out of
their lives. The Word of God is not
present in their lives anymore, yet
they go on with merely a form of
religion. Dear one, it is getting late
in the race, and it is no time to play
church or to play around with God.
There is no middle ground. There is
no halfway house in the Church of
God.
Matthew 17:10-13 reads: "And
his disciples asked him, saying,
Why then say the scribes that Elias
must first come? [Jesus answered
this question. All millennialists need
to read these Scriptures. The scribes
were the ones who copied the Law.]
And Jesus answered and said unto

them, Elias truly shall first come,
and restore all things. But I say unto
you, That Elias is come already, and
they knew him not, but have done
unto him whatsoever they listed.
Likewise shall also the Son of man
suffer of them. Then the disciples
understood that he spake unto them
of John the Baptist."
Who are the Word and the Spirit? We do not have to go outside the
Word of God to find the answer. We
find in Matthew 24:12-14: "And
because iniquity shall abound, the
love of many shall wax cold. But he
that shall endure unto the end, the
same shall be saved. And this gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in
all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end
come." What shall be preached? The
answer is the Gospel. What is the
Gospel? The Gospel is the Word of
God.
When we speak of the Word, all
that some people can think about is
the Bible, but the Word of God is not
only the written Word of God but
also Jesus Christ. John 1:1-2 states:
"In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God." Verse 14 tells
us, "And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth."
Second Timothy 4:1-2 reads: "I
charge thee therefore before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing and his kingdom; Preach
the word; be instant in season, out of
season [when the people reject it
and stand against it]; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine."
We read in Acts, Chapter 8, that
a revival broke out at Samaria. Verses 1-5 tell us: "And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that
time there was a great persecution
against the church which was at
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions
of Judaea and Samaria, except the
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • M a rc h 2 0 1 3

apostles. And devout men carried
Stephen to his burial, and made
great lamentation over him.
"As for Saul, he made havock of
the church [this was before his conversion; Saul's name was changed to
the Apostle Paul after his conversion], entering into every house, and
haling men and women committed
them to prison. Therefore they that
were scattered abroad went every
where preaching the word. Then
Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and [What did he do?]
preached Christ unto them."
Acts 9:19-20 reads: "And when
he had received meat, he was
strengthened. Then was Saul certain
days with the disciples which were
at Damascus. And straightway he
preached Christ in the synagogues,
that he is the Son of God." Revelation 1:5 states, "And from Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness,
and the first begotten of the dead,
and the prince of the kings of the
earth. Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own
blood." Revelation 3:14 says, "And
unto the angel of the church of the
Laodiceans write; These things saith
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of
God." I want to repeat, the Word
and Christ are one and the same.
The Two Anointed Ones
in Mourning
There is another witness besides
the Word. First John 5:6 reads, "This
is he that came by water and blood,
even Jesus Christ; not by water only,
but by water and blood. And it is
the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth." Romans
8:16 tells us, "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit [or gives
approval to our spirit], that we are
the children of God."
Verse 4 of our Scripture text
says, "These are the two olive trees,
and the two candlesticks standing
before the God of the earth." To
rightly understand that, you need to
read Zechariah 4:1-6: "And the angel
that talked with me came again, and
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waked me, as a man that is wakened
out of his sleep, And said unto me,
What seest thou? And I said, I have
looked, and behold a candlestick all
of gold, [What is that a picture of?
The candlestick represents the
church.] with a bowl upon the top of
it, and his seven lamps thereon, and
seven pipes to the seven lamps,
which are upon the top thereof: And
two olive trees by it, one upon the
right side of the bowl, and the other
upon the left side thereof.
"So I answered and spake to the
angel that talked with me, saying,
What are these, my lord? Then the
angel that talked with me answered
and said unto me, Knowest thou not
what these be? And I said, No, my
lord. Then he answered and spake
unto me, saying, This is the word of
the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying,
Not by might, nor by power, but by
my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts."
Jesus said in Revelation 1:20 that
"the seven candlesticks which thou
sawest are the seven churches."
What did the olive trees give to the
candlesticks? They gave golden oil.
Zechariah 4:11-14 states: "Then answered I, and said unto him, What
are these two olive trees upon the
right side of the candlestick and
upon the left side thereof? And I
answered again, and said unto him,
What be these two olive branches
which through the two golden pipes
empty the golden oil out of themselves? And he answered me and
said, Knowest thou not what these
be? And I said, No, my lord. Then
said he, These are the two anointed
ones, that stand by the Lord of the
whole earth." Who feeds the church?
The two anointed ones, or the two
vicars (the Word and the Spirit) feed
the church.
Why were the two witnesses in
mourning? They were not in mourning when the morning-time church
faced paganism and there was war.
Their mourning was due to the
apostasy. Nothing grieves the heart
of God more than when people start
to apostatize. Why? More than likely, they will never get back to Truth.
When apostasy strikes, there is no
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place for the two witnesses to work
openly.
We have a symbolic picture of
the apostasy in Revelation 8:8,
which reads, "And the second angel
sounded, and as it were a great
mountain burning with fire was cast
into the sea: and the third part of the
sea became blood." The two witnesses were in sorrow. God's Word
(Jesus Christ) and God's Holy Spirit
were in mourning. They are in
mourning yet today over some
people.
The Apostle Paul said in
Ephesians 4:25-30: "Wherefore
putting away lying, speak every
man truth with his neighbour: for
we are members one of another. [We
know that lying is one of the things
that God hates. Some people lie to
cover up lies.] Be ye angry, and sin
not: let not the sun go down upon
your wrath: Neither give place to
the devil. Let him that stole steal no
more: but rather let him labour,
working with his hands the thing
which is good, that he may have to
give to him that needeth. Let no
corrupt communication proceed out
of your mouth, but that which is
good to the use of edifying, that it
may minister grace unto the hearers.
And grieve not the holy Spirit of
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the
day of redemption."
Being grieved is being in sorrow
or vexation. Why did sorrow come
upon the two witnesses? It was for
the same reason that sorrow comes
when one is vexed today. If there
had not been an apostasy, there
would not have been a Roman Catholic Church. If there had not been an
apostasy, there would not have been
the Dark Ages, or the dark and cloudy day.
A Spiritual Famine
When the Word and the Spirit
are not allowed to operate as they
should in a congregation, a spiritual
famine takes place. Amos 8:9-12
reads: "And it shall come to pass in
that day, saith the Lord G OD, that I
will cause the sun to go down at
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noon, and I will darken the earth in
the clear day: And I will turn your
feasts into mourning, and all your
songs into lamentation; and I will
bring up sackcloth upon all loins,
and baldness upon every head; and
I will make it as the mourning of an
only son, and the end thereof as a
bitter day. Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord GOD, that I will send
a famine in the land, not a famine of
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of
hearing the words of the LORD: And
they shall wander from sea to sea,
and from the north even to the east,
they shall run to and fro to seek the
word of the LORD, and shall not find
it."
People actually killed the Word
and the Spirit. Our Scripture text
reads in verses 7-12: "And when
they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out
of the bottomless pit shall make war
against them, and shall overcome
them, and kill them. And their dead
bodies shall lie in the street of the
great city, which spiritually is called
Sodom and Egypt, where also our
Lord was crucified. And they of the
people and kindreds and tongues
and nations shall see their dead
bodies three days and an half, and
shall not suffer their dead bodies to
be put in graves.
"And they that dwell upon the
earth shall rejoice over them, and
make merry, and shall send gifts
one to another; because these two
prophets tormented them that dwelt
on the earth. And after three days
and an half the Spirit of life from
God entered into them, and they
stood upon their feet; and great fear
fell upon them which saw them.
And they heard a great voice from
heaven saying unto them, Come up
hither. And they ascended up to
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies
beheld them."
At the end of the twelve
hundred sixty years, when the Word
and the Spirit were mourning, another beast rose up out of the earth.
Revelation 13:11 says, "And I beheld
another beast coming up out of the
earth; and he had two horns like a

lamb, and he spake as a dragon."
What does that mean? It means that
it was an earthly religion with no
Bible foundation. This beast, which
represents Protestantism, is an enemy to the true people of God. It
made war against the Word and the
Spirit.
Again, verse 7 of our Scripture
text says, "And when they shall have
finished their testimony, the beast
that ascendeth out of the bottomless
pit shall make war against them,
and shall overcome them, and kill
them." From where did this beast
ascend? It came up out of the bottomless pit. When the Word and the
Spirit are in their exalted position
and have their right of way, men
and women get delivered from sin.
The Bible says the people killed
the two witnesses. How did they do
that? They killed their influence,
their authority, their supremacy,
and the rod and the staff, which
comfort God's people. What does it
mean to kill the Word and the Spirit,
since the Word and the Spirit are
eternal? You cannot kill something
that is eternal. They are killed the
same way the deeds of the body are
killed.
Romans 8:13 says, "For if ye live
after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the
deeds of the body, ye shall live."
What does the word mortify mean? It
means to kill. How can you do that?
How can you keep the flesh under?
You can only do it by the Holy Spirit. Mortifying the deeds of the body
means to keep the deeds of the body
from operating. How does false
religion kill the Word and the Spirit? Through the dark and cloudy
day, these two witnesses were
killed. Instead of taking the pure
Word of God, people killed its
effectiveness through man-made
doctrines, thereby killing the two
witnesses.
Perverting the Gospel
Galatians 1:5-9 reads: "To whom
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. I
marvel that ye are so soon removed

from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another gospel:
Which is not another; but there be
some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. But
though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed. As
we said before, so say I now again, If
any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received,
let him be accursed." Many other
gospels were going forth in the dark
and cloudy day. They preached a
"sin more or less" religion. The Bible
speaks against sin. God is against
sin, Jesus is against sin, and God's
people are against sin. God is sick
and tired of people trying to defend
sin. You cannot truly teach the Bible
without teaching holiness.
Romans 6:1-2 reads: "What shall
we say then? Shall we continue in
sin, that grace may abound? God
forbid. How shall we, that are dead
to sin, live any longer therein?" Titus
2:11-12 states: "For the grace of God
that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, Teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world."
During the dark and cloudy day,
the oneness of God's people, which
the Bible calls us to, was not
preached. We know that Jesus is the
head over one church. That is all He
said He would build. He did not say
He would build multiple churches.
He said He would build one church.
We read in Matthew 16:18, "And I
say also unto thee, That thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it." There is
only one body. Paul said in Ephesians 4:4, "There is one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye are called in
one hope of your calling."
People kill the two witnesses
when they propagate that the Kingdom of God is not set up yet. What a
delusion to say that the Kingdom of
God is not set up yet! I thank God
that I am enjoying the kingdom
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right now. When are you in the
Kingdom of God? You enter His
kingdom when you allow the King
to come in. Mark 1:14-15 says: "Now
after that John was put in prison,
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom of God,
And saying, The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand:
repent ye, and believe the gospel."
Men killed the Word and the
Spirit when they named the church
after Martin Luther, John Wesley,
and John the Baptist. Those men
were not the head of the church.
Martin Luther and John Wesley
were reformers, and John the Baptist
was the forerunner of Christ. Not
one of those men died on the Cross;
but Jesus Christ died on the Cross,
and Jesus Christ is the head of the
church.
There is only one name for the
church, and you do not have to look
in some man's book to find it. All
you need to do is pick up your Bible
and read it. It is scattered throughout the New Testament. It is called
the Church of God, and you can get
these words right from the Bible. To
get the Baptist Church, the Wesleyan Church, or the Lutheran
Church, you have to go to other
books besides the Bible. Why? John
Wesley's name is not in the Bible,
and Martin Luther's name is not in
the Bible. Now, John the Baptist's
name is in the Bible, but in John 3:30
he said, "He must increase, but I
must decrease." It is time to stand
for Truth. It is getting too late to
play around.
Are the Two Witnesses
Operating in Your Life?
The Church of God is the one
that Paul wrote to. In 2 Corinthians
1:1 he said, "Paul, an apostle of Jesus
Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of
God which is at Corinth, with all the
saints which are in all Achaia." The
Church of God is the one that Paul
persecuted before his conversion. It
is in your Bible. Do you know why
many people do not look at it in the
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Bible? They do not want to know
there is just one church; nevertheless, it is in the Bible. The Apostle
Paul wrote in Galatians 1:13, "For ye
have heard of my conversation in
time past in the Jews' religion, how
that beyond measure I persecuted
[not the Baptist Church, not the Lutheran Church, not the Wesleyan
Church, not the Pentecostal Church]
the church of God, and wasted it."
The Word and the Spirit are
being killed today by individuals
who do not obey them as they
ought. God is not being consulted as
He should be. Protestantism has
killed the two witnesses. Again,
verse 8 of our Scripture text says,
"And their dead bodies shall lie in
the street of the great city, which
spiritually is called Sodom and
Egypt, where also our Lord was
crucified." Sodom and Egypt are two
of the worst places mentioned in the
Bible. Sodom was known for its
lewdness and terrible bondage.
The two witnesses lay dead in
the street for three and a half days,
which is symbolic of three hundred
fifty years of Protestantism. Now,
they did not bury the two witnesses.

In other words, they did not get rid
of the two witnesses entirely, but
they were inoperative as far as the
church was concerned. It takes the
Spirit of God to give gifts, but men
give gifts to one another. Our Scripture text says in verses 11-12: "And
after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into
them, and they stood upon their
feet. . . . And they heard a great
voice from heaven. . . ." What do we
see here? Once again, the church of
the new Jerusalem becomes visible
for all to see. The temple is open
today, so God is revealing the
Church of God for all to see. How
we need the Word and the Spirit for
all to see!
We read in verse 9 of our
Scripture text that they did not bury
the two witnesses. I want to go back
to that. They did not do away with
the Word and the Spirit entirely.
What is the Scripture talking about?
False religion talks about the Spirit
of God and the Word of God. They
talk about how the Spirit did this
and that, but the people are not
living holy lives. God is not the author of confusion. When the Holy

Spirit is leading you, you will settle
down, live holy, and get into the
work of God.
How do you not kill the Word
and the Spirit? You must give yourself unreservedly to their operation.
Some people hold out for their own
way. Oh, they will consider what
the Bible says, but then they do
what they want to do. Down the
road, there is going to be a price to
pay. Some people are rebellious and
stubborn. The Spirit gets blamed for
a lot of things that He is not the
author of.
Are you letting the two
witnesses operate in your life? If not,
the best way to start is through repentance. You need to turn your life
over to God. You can trust Him. He
is not going to hurt you. He wants
the best for you. You can put your
confidence in Him. If you are troubled in spirit, troubled in your heart,
you need to turn to God. He has the
two vicars to stand by the Lord of all
the earth, and those two vicars will
do a real work in your life, but you
must let them.

[G uest Editorial— continued from page 2]

of real conviction. They know that
serving God is the right thing to do,
so they confess and pray for forgiveness. However, this action only appeases the conscience and brings
relief for a time, and the individuals
feel better, but it seldom lasts.
What does it mean to count the
cost to finish? This life is likened to
a race that we each must run. The
goal is your eternal destination, the
place you eventually face. How you
live and conduct yourself in this life
determines where you will spend
eternity at the end of the race. This
world is only a dressing room to
determine your eternal home. Eternity will be spent either with God in
bliss or with Satan in eternal torments.
Counting the cost of finishing
simply means sitting down and
considering what you must do to

prepare yourself to live for God. Are
you willing to forsake all sin and
deny self to please the Lord? Real
Christianity will cost you something. Yes, salvation is free to all
who will come and partake, but
being a true disciple of Christ will
cost you all that you have. All evil
pleasures, vices, ambitions, friends,
and associates that would deter you
must be laid aside. Too often people
desire the blessings of Christ, but
they refuse to pay the price to obtain
it. This attitude will never bring the
joy and peace that your heart longs
for.
Counting the cost includes
laying aside worldly amusements,
or places where one cannot take
Christ, such as movie theaters and
dance floors, or where the
atmosphere is not Christlike. You
[continued on page 18]

In the spiritual sense, it is much
more vital to lay a good, solid foundation. Jesus Christ is the only true
foundation for a person to build
upon (1 Corinthians 3:11). You need
to be sure that you build according
to His instructions. Neglecting to
follow His pattern and example will
result in failure to stand true when
the stress and the trials of life come
along. The tower that Jesus referred
to in the Scripture represents life. If
you build upon Him, you will be
strong and able to withstand the
storms that come. The way one
builds will determine his or her
character. Every Christian must
continue daily, consider the cost,
and pay the price.
Some people have moved to an
altar of prayer, possibly because of
impulse or emotion, but not because
8
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1 Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that
the unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of

themselves with mankind,
10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of
God.

11 And such were some of you: but
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but
ye are justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Brother Larry Dishman
"Calvary Covers It All"
Thanks to Calvary, things are
different than before. All of us who
are saved can say that. We would
not be enjoying this great salvation
if it was not for Calvary. There is
nothing that Calvary does not cover;
Calvary covers it all. The choir back
home sings the song entitled
"Calvary Covers It All," which reads:
Far dearer than all that the world can
impart
Was the message that came to my
heart.
How that Jesus alone for my sin did
atone,
And Calvary covers it all.

The stripes that He bore and the
thorns
that He wore
Told His mercy and love evermore.
And my heart bowed in shame as I
called on His name,
And Calvary covers it all.
How matchless the grace, when I
looked in the face
Of this Jesus, my crucified Lord;
My redemption complete I then found
at His feet,
And Calvary covers it all.
How blessed the thought, that my soul
by Him bought,
Shall be His in the glory on high;
Where with gladness and song,
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I'll be one of the throng
And Calvary covers it all.
Calvary covers it all,
My past with its sin and stain;
My guilt and despair,
Jesus took on Him there,
And Calvary covers it all.
Another song says:
When I look in amazement the beauty
here I see,
When I think of all the wondrous
things that Jesus did for me,
This world seems like nothing and its
bright lights and glitter flee,
For nothing touches me quite like
9

Calvary!
He has given me many blessings and
made my life complete,
And the joy I'll share will be so great
when I kneel at His dear feet.
There are things that I treasure here,
my sweet family,
Yet nothing touches me quite like
Calvary!
Nothing touches me quite like Calvary,
For it was there my blessed Savior set
me free.
All of the old things that I used to love
have now ceased to be,
For nothing touches me quite like
Calvary.
These songs talk about some
things that might touch us. It touches us when we see God's creation
and all that God has made in this
world. The mountains, the waterfalls, and our families are touching,
but nothing touches us quite like
Calvary.
Bethlehem, Calvary, Olivet, tell,
Oh, what a Savior is mine!
Mountain and plain with His
praises shall swell,
Oh, what a Savior is mine!
There, on the cross, where He died
for my sin,
Oh, what a Savior is mine!
Giving His life a poor wand'rer
to win,
Oh, what a Savior is mine!
Oh, what a Savior!
Oh, what a Savior!
Oh, what a Savior is mine!
Unto the uttermost, wonderful,
glorious!
Oh, what a Savior is mine!
I thank God for Calvary! I am
not the person I used to be. After
D. L. Moody got saved, he said:
"I went out the door and fell in
love with everything. I never loved
the bright sunshine as much as I
did that day. When the birds
began to sing, I fell in love with the
birds because everything was
10

different."
On the tombstone of John
Newton, the man that wrote the
song "Amazing Grace," are these
words, "John Newton, Clerk, once
an infidel and libertine, a servant of
slaves in Africa, was, by the rich
mercy of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach the
faith he had long labored to destroy." Nothing can do that for a
man but Calvary. It takes Calvary to
change an individual. On one occasion John Newton said to a friend, "I
am not at all, all that I should be or
what I want to be, but thank God, I
am not what I used to be." He realized that God was still working on
him, and he realized that he still
needed to be perfected. That is the
reason God gave pastors, for the
perfecting of the saints.
A Brand-New Life
Jesus makes every repentant
sinner a new person, and His salvation brings with it a brand-new life.
Our Scripture text is a wonderful
description of the difference that
Jesus makes in the lives of those
who genuinely get saved. Now,
friend, if you merely joined a church
or if all you did was get baptized in
water, there has not been a change
in your life. You have never gotten a
genuine experience of being born
again. Every individual who comes
to Calvary is made a new creature in
Christ Jesus. Old things are passed
away, and behold, all things become
new. We are living in a day and
time when many people profess
religion, but there is no change in
their lives. They keep living as they
have always lived. When you really
get saved, there is going to be a
change in your heart and life, thanks
to Calvary.
The corruption of sinners is
exposed in our Scripture text. Paul
described the corrupt condition of a
lost sinner, as indicated in verse 11.
Many Corinthian believers had been
saved from such a corrupt lifestyle.
The conditions that the Apostle Paul
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described in verses 9-10 are descriptive of many believers. The Corinthian believers were saved out of
such a life, and that is the reason
Calvary covers it all. It makes no
difference how deep in sin you have
been, Calvary covers it all. Paul
wanted to remind the Corinthians
and us of what we all were before
the Lord saved us. That, my friend,
should be different now, because
since salvation, things are altogether
different.
Notice the life described by Paul
prior to salvation. The Bible is really
clear. Paul said the unrighteous
shall not inherit the Kingdom of
God. No matter how many churches
you join or how many religious professions you make, if you are unrighteous, you absolutely cannot
inherit the Kingdom of God.
Paul was simply declaring that
before you were saved, you were
lost, separated from God. The reason
for your lost condition was that you
were unrighteous. The word unrighteous simply means "unjust." In other
words, you are not right with God.
The result of your lost condition is
that you were not an heir of the
Kingdom of God.
You were cut off from God in
this life and in the life to come. That
is what Paul was talking about in
Ephesians 2:1-3 when he said: "And
you hath he quickened, who were
dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein
in time past ye walked according to
the course of this world, according
to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience: Among
whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the
flesh and of the mind; and were by
nature the children of wrath, even as
others." I want you to notice that
those verses were written in the past
tense. Before Calvary you walked in
trespasses and sins, according to the
course of this world.
Paul was not speaking of one's
condition after conversion; this is
before conversion. Paul went on to
say in verse 12, "That at that time ye

were without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and without God in the world." That is the
condition one is in before the Lord
saves him.
The Grace of God
Brings Salvation
The Bible says in Isaiah 12:6,
"Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant
of Zion: for great is the Holy One of
Israel in the midst of thee." If you
have been to Calvary, you have
something to shout and praise God
about, because Calvary covers it all.
According to the Word of God, there
is not a thing wrong with jumping
and shouting and praising God if
you are saved and walking in the
light of God's Eternal Word.
Luke 19:37 reads, "And when he
was come nigh, even now at the
descent of the mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples
began to rejoice and praise God with
a loud voice for all the mighty
works that they had seen." Someone
may say, "The rejoicing makes me
nervous." The same folks who get so
nervous in the church services because people are rejoicing go down
to the ball game where the fans
scream and holler to the top of their
voices, yet they do not get nervous
there at all.
Verses 38-39 state: "Saying,
Blessed be the King that cometh in
the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. And
some of the Pharisees from among
the multitude said unto him, Master,
rebuke thy disciples." Why did the
Pharisees tell Jesus to rebuke His
disciples? The Pharisees wanted
Jesus to rebuke them for shouting
and rejoicing. I want you to read
what Jesus said. Verse 40 tells us,
"And he answered and said unto
them, I tell you that, if these should
hold their peace, the stones would
immediately cry out." God wants
His people to praise Him and give
Him glory. He is worthy of the
glory, the praise, and the honor.

There was a man that laid at the
Gate Beautiful day after day, and he
begged alms of the people entering
the temple. One day Peter came
along, and when he saw the man,
something different happened that
day. God inspired faith, and Peter
looked the man in the face, and the
man looked at Peter, expecting some
money. We read in Acts 3:6 that
Peter walked up to him and said,
"Silver and gold have I none; but
such as I have give I thee: In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth
rise up and walk." The lame man
stood up and began to praise God
and give God glory and honor for
what He had done. What happened?
The lame man entered the temple,
walking, leaping, and praising God,
and all the people saw him. What
did that? Calvary covers it all. God
is worthy of our praise.
Thanks to Calvary, I am not the
person I used to be. Thanks to Calvary, being justified by faith, I have
peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Titus 2:11 reads, "For
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men."
Thanks to Calvary, it is the grace of
God that brings salvation, and it
appears to all men. The reason for
this lowly condition is that you were
dead in trespasses and sins. Because
you were unrighteous, you lived a
life of unrighteousness, and your
condition was manifested in your
conduct.
"Such Were Some of You"
Paul listed some sins that
characterized the lifestyles of many
before they were converted. In verse
9 of our Scripture text Paul spoke of
those who lived the life of sexual
corruption. Also, he spoke of fornicators, those who lived in sexual
immorality before they were saved.
He went on to mention adultery
(those who were unfaithful to their
marriage partner and who lived the
life of infidelity). Next, he spoke of
the effeminate, of the abusers of
themselves with mankind (those
who lived a life of sodomy and other
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perversions). Also, he spoke of those
who lived the life of spiritual corruption, idolaters (those who worship and bow down to false gods
and worship in false religions).
In verse 10 Paul continued the
list and spoke of those who lived the
life of social corruption, and he
spoke of thieves (those who steal,
or take from others). He went on
to speak of the covetous (those who
in a greedy fashion desire what others have). Next, he spoke of drunkards (those who are bound by alcohol, or strong drink). He also talked
about revilers (those who destroy
with their tongues and wound with
their words). Then he mentioned
extortioners (those who steal indirectly and take unfair advantages of
others).
Now, the part that I like and the
part that I want you to notice is
verse 11, which says, "And such
were some of you." I want you to
notice that he did not say, "And such
are some of you." Those people at
Corinth were not living that way
anymore. Today there are people in
false religion who are still living
those lifestyles and yet think they
are saved, but they are deceived.
Paul said not to be deceived, because the unrighteous shall not
inherit the Kingdom of God. Thank
God for that word were. Praise God,
I can say, thanks to Calvary, I am
not like that anymore.
I went into the depths of sin, and
I am ashamed of the life that I once
lived. I was a very rebellious young
man, living in the depths of sin. I
was out in my car one day in front
of our house listening to a song by a
rock group called KISS. The song
was entitled "Nothin' to Lose." It
says, "You've got, got nothing to
lose. You've got, got nothing to lose"
over and over. I remember to this
day what my sister said to me when
she walked up to my car. She said,
"Larry, you have a lot to lose; you
have your soul to lose." I never got
away from those words. I was suicidal, so my brother came and got
my shotgun out of my room and
said, "Until you get in a better frame
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of mind, I'm taking this home with
me." I could be lost. I could be in
eternity without God, without hope,
but thanks to Calvary I am not.
Paul was saying to these
believers, "This is what you used to
be and this is how you used to live,
but there has been a change, a
marvelous change." What kind of
change was Paul speaking of? He
was speaking of a positional change.
They were unrighteous and therefore because they were positionally
unrighteous, they were lost. They
were not heirs of the Kingdom of
God, but salvation made a change in
their conditions.
John Newton wrote: "Amazing
Grace, how sweet the sound, That saved
a wretch like me! I once was lost, but
now am found, Was blind, but now, I
see." Second Corinthians 5:21 says,
"For he hath made him to be sin for
us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in
him." Romans 8:17 reads, "And if
children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be
that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together."
Thanks to Calvary, I am now righteous in Jesus Christ, and I am a
joint heir with Him. There has been
a positional change and a personal
change in my life. Salvation produced a marvelous change in the
way that I live.
I have no confidence in people
who make professions but who
have no change in their lives.
Thanks to Calvary, some people
who used to be drunkards are now
saints. Some who used to be convicts
with bad names are now Christians
with blessed names. Some who used
to be an embarrassment to their
families are now the envy of their
families. Some who used to be
the talk of their communities are
now the talk of the church. Some
who used to curse like sailors now
shout like saints. It used to be that
parents did not want their children
around them because they were
bad examples, but now they pray
that some day their children will
grow up to be just like them. That is
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what Jesus does when He saves
individuals.
Jesus Makes the Difference
You might have heard of Norma
McCorvey. She was named as Jane
Roe of the Supreme Court in the Roe
Versus Wade Decision in 1973, legalizing abortion. Years ago Norma
McCorvey was working in a woman's health clinic in Dallas, Texas.
The national headquarters for Operation Rescue moved in next door to
the clinic where this woman
worked. The head of this pro-life
organization was Flip Benham. It
was there that Benham first encountered Norma McCorvey. Now, I can
imagine that two such individuals in
such close proximity generated a
significant amount of hostility. After
all, this was the woman who, in a
reporter's hearing, invited a critic
who accused her of killing babies,
"Hey, bring your babies over here
and we'll kill them too."
At first, the relationship was
tense, and there were problems in
the protest lines, but Mr. Benham,
instead of personally attacking this
woman who was the poster child of
the proabortion movement, lowered
his defense and simply began talking to her. He took an interest in her
and listened to her, and he showed
her love and compassion. The two
became unlikely friends. Norma
McCorvey slowly began to reveal
the secret doubts that plagued her
heart. The sight of the empty swings
in the playground one afternoon
suddenly gripped her. She later told
ABC News that those swings in the
park were swinging back and forth
but there were no children in the
swings. She said: "I totally lost it.
The swings are empty because we
aborted all the babies." Then in a
few weeks, she began visiting the
offices of Operation Rescue, even
volunteering to do a few odd jobs.
The folks of Operation Rescue
showed her courtesy, warmth, and
friendship. Then a seven-year-old
girl, the daughter of the office manager, invited her to church, and she
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heard a message and fell under deep
conviction, pressed her way to an
altar of prayer, and professed that
God had made her a new person in
Christ.
A correspondent from the
Washington Times reported that she
prays sometimes from 1 a.m. to 3
a.m. What can cause such a drastic
turnaround in a person's life? Calvary is what makes the difference.
Man cannot change a person that
way. Only God can bring about that
kind of change.
I remember my mother testifying of her father who died in the
hospital. He had been in a coma, but
he had been saved by the grace of
God. He woke up out of the coma,
and these words came out of his
mouth: "What a wonderful change in
my life has been wrought Since Jesus
came into my heart; I have light in my
soul for which long I have sought, Since
Jesus came into my heart." Jesus makes
the difference. Calvary makes the
difference.
Paul said that salvation not only
changes you but also completes you.
My friend, in salvation you have
been given all that is needed for this
new life in Christ Jesus. The Bible
says that we are complete in Him. In
verse 11 of our Scripture text the
Apostle Paul said, ". . . but ye are
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye
are justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God."
I want you to notice the repeated
use of the word but. This word indicates the extent of the changes
which have taken place in the heart
and life of a true child of God. It
makes no difference what the Corinthians had been before they were
saved. When they met Jesus, they
became new creatures in Christ.
The Apostle Paul said, "Ye are
washed." Paul was saying that all
the wicked things that they did before they got saved had been
cleaned up and forgiven. He was
talking about the new birth, or being
born again. When a sinner comes to
Jesus by faith, that sinner is regenerated, not through a personal effort,
but through the grace and the mercy

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
It is not by works of righteousness
that we had done, but according to
His mercy, He saved us, by the
washing of regeneration and by the
renewing of the Holy Ghost.
Has Your Life Been Changed?
Are you tortured and troubled
by your past and you know that you
are saved, you know that you have
been born again? The word wash
speaks of that which has been purified. That means when you get
saved, all the pollution of the past is
purged and your life has been purified. Jesus has washed you and
made you clean. You responded to
the Gospel message by faith, and as
the result of the repentance and
faith, you were washed. Salvation is
of the Lord, according to the Word
of God. It requires faith from the
sinner. It requires the sinner to place
faith in the finished work. The
question was asked by the Philippian jailer, "Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?" Paul said, "Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved, and thy house" (Acts
16:31). The jailer had to respond by
believing, and then he was justified.
Paul said you have been
purified, but you also have been
sanctified. The word sanctified
speaks of that which has been set
apart for God. That particular word
speaks of positional sanctification.
Paul was saying that you belong to
God, and God claims you as His
own. When you think of how you
used to live, you may wonder:
"Could God ever use me? Could
God ever bless me? I have been so
mean, so wicked, and so cruel."
Friend, God could never do anything but make a new person out of
the old person. This is where an
individual is wrong when he thinks
he has gone too far. It does not matter what you have done or how you
have lived. Jesus Christ can make
you a new creature. When you get
saved, He gives new life, and He
claims you as a trophy of His grace.
God not only claims you but

also makes you holy inwardly
through and by the power of the
Holy Spirit. He enables you to live a
holy life outwardly. First Peter 1:16
says, "Because it is written, Be ye
holy; for I am holy." You are not
only purified and sanctified but also
justified in the name of the Lord.
Being justified speaks of your
standing before God.
When God considers you, He no
longer considers you to be a fornicator, an idolater, an adulterer, effeminate, or an abuser of yourself with
mankind. God does not look at the
saint of God as a thief, a covetous
person, a drunkard, a reviler, or an
extortioner, but as righteous as His
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. God no
longer looks at you as the sinner that
you used to be, but as what you are
in His Son Jesus Christ. Child of
God, Jesus Christ has declared you
righteous. Salvation has provided all
you need to be complete in Christ.
Because you are purified, you are no
longer guilty. Because you are sanctified, you can be what you ought to
be and live godly in this present life.
Because you are justified, you do not
have to worry about what you are or
who you are or what you were. You
are justified in the sight of God.
Have you really been to
Calvary? Calvary covers it all. Has
the Lord Jesus changed your life?
Friend, the problem in the religious
world is that people are religious,
but their lives have not been
changed. They continue to live the

old life of cussing and swearing,
smoking, drinking, and running
around, just as they have always
lived. In Romans 6:1-2 Paul said:
"What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we,
that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?"
Is there hope in your heart
where there used to be defeat? Is
there life where there used to be
defeat? Praise God, you have been
changed. You see, Paul was writing
to those people to tell them that it
should be a shame to them if they
professed Christianity and were still
living like the lost world. God does
not save you to leave you wallowing
in the mire of sin. He saves you to
change you. If you have never been
changed, if you cannot look back at
a time in your life when you have
been made a new creature in Christ,
God will save you by His grace. He
promised that He would not cast
away anyone who comes to Him
with a broken heart and a contrite
spirit. Do you stand in need for God
to change you? In verse 11 of our
Scripture text Paul said, "And such
were some of you." We are not alcoholics anymore, we are not drunkards anymore, we are not adulterers
anymore, and we are not fornicators
anymore. We are changed, thanks to
Calvary.
(C ompact D isc TR-823E)

The Tongue Can No M an Tam e
Lord, tame my tongue, and make it pure,
And teach it only to repeat
Thy promises, all safe, all sure;
To tell thy love, so strong and sweet.
Lord, tame my tongue, and make it kind
The faults of others to conceal
And all their virtues call to mind;
Teach it to soothe, to bless, to heal.
Selected

G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • M a rc h 2 0 1 3

13

The Scarred
Hand

William Dixon was an infidel. He
decided, even if there was a God, he
would not forgive Him for taking away
his young wife about two years after
they were married, and his little boy
had also died. Will Dixon felt very
desolate and bitter.
Ten years after Mary Dixon's
death, a stirring event occurred in the
little village. Old Peggy Winslow's
cottage caught on fire and was burnt
to the ground. The poor old woman
was pulled out alive, though nearly
suffocated by smoke, when the bystander's were horrified to hear a
child's pitiful voice. It was the voice of
little Dickey Winslow, Peggy's orphan
grandchild. The flames awoke him
and drove him shrieking to the attic
window.
Onlookers were much distressed
to see the child's plight, but they felt
that it was too late to save him, as the
stairs had already fallen in. Suddenly,
Will Dixon rushed to the burning cottage, climbed up the iron piping, and
took the trembling boy in his arms.
Down he came again, holding the
child in his right arm and supporting
himself by his left. The two reached
the ground in safety amid the cheers,
just as the smoking wall fell.
Dickey was not hurt, but the hand
with which Will Dixon held on to the
hot piping was terribly burnt. The burn
healed but left a deep scar that he
would carry to his grave.
Poor old Peggy could not rally
from the shock and died soon after.
Then the question was, what was to
become of Dickey? James Lovatt, a
most respectable person, begged that
Dickey be given to him to adopt, as
14

he and his wife longed for a little lad,
having lost one of their own. To everyone's surprise, Will Dixon made a
similar request. It was difficult to decide between the two, so a meeting
was called, composed of the minister
and others.
Mr. Hayward, the miller, said: "It
is very kind of both Mr. Lovatt and
Mr. Dixon to offer to adopt the orphan
boy, but I am in a great perplexity as
to which of them ought to have him.
Mr. Dixon, having saved his life, has
the first claim. On the other hand, Mr.
Lovatt has a wife, and the care of a
woman is necessary to a child."
Mr. Lipton, the minister, said: "A
man of Mr. Dixon's atheistic notions
cannot be a suitable guardian for the
child. Mr. Lovatt and his wife are both
Christian people and would train up
the child in the way he should go. Mr.
Dixon saved the child's body, but it
would be a very sorry thing for the
boy's future welfare if the one who
took him from the burning cottage
would be the means of leading him to
his eternal ruin."
"We will hear what the applicants
themselves have to say," said Mr.
Haywood, "and then we will put the
question to the vote, Mr. Lovatt."
Mr. Lovatt replied: "Well, gentlemen, my wife and I lost a lad of our
own not long ago, and we feel this
child would fill the vacant place. We
would do our best to bring up the lad
in the fear of the Lord. Besides, a
child that young needs a woman to
look after it."
"Good, Mr. Lovatt, and now, Mr.
Dixon."
"I have only one argument, sir,
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and it is this," answered Mr. Dixon
quietly, as he took the bandage off
his left hand and held up the sadly
scarred and injured member.
For a few moments, there was
quiet in the room, and the eyes of
some were dimmed with tears. There
was something in the sight of that
scarred hand that appealed to their
sense of justice. He had a claim on
the boy by reason of what he had
suffered for him. So when the question was put to a vote, the meeting
decided by a majority in favor of Will
Dixon.
A new era began for Will Dixon.
Dickey never missed a mother's care,
for Will was both father and mother to
the orphan boy and lavished all the
pent-up tenderness of his strong
nature upon the child he had saved.
Dickey was a clever boy, and he
quickly responded to his adopted
father's training. He adored him with
all the fervor of his loving little heart.
He remembered how Daddy had
saved him from the fire and had
claimed him because of the hand so
dreadfully burnt for his sake. It moved
Dickey to tears, with kisses on the
hand that had been scarred for him.
One summer there was a great
exhibition of pictures in the town, and
Mr. Dixon took Dickey to see them.
The boy was greatly interested in the
pictures and the stories Daddy told
about some of them. The picture that
impressed him the most was the one
of the Lord reproving Thomas, underneath which were the words, "Reach
hither thy finger, and behold my
hands" (John 20:27).
[continued on page 23]

Mark 1:14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,
15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.

Brother Garrett Haylock
The Command of God
Today not many places preach
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Bible
tells us that it is the power of God
unto salvation. When Jesus came
upon the scene, He spoke to very
religious people and told them to
repent of their sins and believe the
Gospel. Many people do not get the
kind of experience they ought to get
because they do not repent. To believe the Gospel, the Bible says you
must first repent of your sins. Once
you repent of your sins and believe
the Gospel, it is the power of God
unto salvation. Jesus Christ came to
be the propitiation for our sins.
As Jesus came on the scene, John
told the people that he was not the

Christ, but that One was coming
after him who was mightier and
"whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose" (John 1:27). The next
day when John saw Jesus coming, he
said, "Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the
world" (John 1:29). For that, we all
can be recipients. I am grateful that
He came down to us. I am trusting
and praying that each of us who has
received the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and has been saved through it will
endeavor to take it to the next generation. That is the way the Gospel has
gotten down to us. Millions have
died to get it down to us, and I pray
that we would have the integrity to
carry on and hold on. The Gospel of
Jesus Christ gives us sweet liberty
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • M a rc h 2 0 1 3

and victory in our souls.
As we look at the Scriptures in
our text we can only think as Paul
said in Romans 1:14-16: "I am debtor
both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the
unwise. So, as much as in me is, I
am ready to preach the gospel to
you that are at Rome also. For I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek."
The command of God is "Repent ye,
and believe the gospel."
The Apostle Paul was on his
way to Rome where he would eventually be beheaded, yet he was not
ashamed of the Gospel. When he
was brought before kings and digni15

taries, he had only one regret, and
that was that not everyone was fully
persuaded. Paul said to Agrippa, "I
would to God, that not only thou,
but also all that hear me this day,
were both almost, and altogether
such as I am, except these bonds"
(Acts 26:29). That is the same way
we should feel.
Young person, if you are saved,
it is something for you to be proud
of, because salvation is the power of
God. It helps you to live right. You
do not have to wait until you get old
to get saved and enjoy salvation.
Salvation is not something only for
the old. Thank God, you can be like
David was. He said in Psalm 37:25,
"I have been young, and now am
old; yet have I not seen the righteous
forsaken, nor his seed begging
bread."
So many times the devil
torments people. I know because he
tormented me. Perhaps you have
not started to serve God because the
devil has been successful in getting
you to believe that you would not be
able to stay saved. Some people say:
"I would like to live for God, but
suppose I cannot endure, suppose I
cannot hold on, suppose I turn back?
Wouldn't it look worse for the
church? It would look better if I had
not started." That is what some people say, but the Bible tells us that the
Gospel is the power of God. Thank
God, God gives us power.
Power to Become Sons of God
John 1:11-12 tells us: "He came
unto his own, and his own received
him not. But as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name." No matter
what kind of condition you are in,
the power of God is found in His
Gospel, and He is able to save you.
He is able to lift you out of that sinful condition and give you grace to
live right.
Many times I have looked back
over my life and have seen what
Christ has brought me from. Thank
God, His mercy came in. Ephesians
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2:8-9 says: "For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not
of works, lest any man should
boast." The power of the Gospel
preached in its fullness will result in
the same soul salvation for those
outside the fold of God. The devil
wants you to be fearful and to feel
uncertain about this. Thank God,
you can be saved and know that you
are saved. It is the power of God. I
thank God for salvation and for
what it really does in an individual's
life. If you have salvation, you have
nothing to be ashamed of. You have
something to be proud of. You have
something that you can continue to
glorify God for, because the world
does not have it. The world never
gave it to you, and do not let the
world take it away. Salvation is real.
The power of the Gospel is
something wonderful! Some people
criticize the preaching of the Gospel.
They say: "You don't think you are
going to save people like that do
you? You ought to tell them some
nice things." Jesus did not always
tell people nice things. He told them
they needed to repent or they were
going to perish. This is the simple
truth of the Gospel: repent or you
are going to perish. It does not matter who your mother is, who your
father is, or what your political affiliation is. Except you repent, you are
going to perish. That is the truth of
the Gospel; the Gospel tells you the
truth. It is the power of God, so it
has to be the truth. If it is watered
down, it may be a gospel, but it is
not the Gospel. Thank God, you can
repent and believe the Gospel.
In 1 Corinthians 1:17-18 Paul
wrote: "For Christ sent me not to
baptize, but to preach the gospel:
not with wisdom of words, lest the
cross of Christ should be made of
none effect. For the preaching of the
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it
is the power of God." When I look
around today and see the conditions
that others are in, all I can say is,
"There goes me, but for the grace of
God." The things that I used to do, I
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do them no more. The places where
I used to go, I do not go there anymore. It is not that I cannot go, but I
do not want to go to those places
anymore. Those things that I used to
say, I do not say them anymore. I
thank God for the power of the
Gospel that fills me with power to
say no to the devil and the things of
this old world. It gives me the integrity to live right even when others
are not around. I thank God for
salvation.
"Mighty to Save and
Mighty to Keep"
Only the Gospel preaches the
Cross. It is still the way of the Cross
that leads home. In Luke 9:23 Jesus
said, "If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow me." I
thank God for salvation. That is
what we find when we follow the
dictates of the Scriptures and the
preaching of the Gospel. First, you
must repent and believe the Gospel,
and then you will be saved and have
power to say no to things that you
could never say no to before. So
many of my friends have told me
that oftentimes they tried to quit or
give up things, but they could not
do it in themselves.
Some years ago someone asked
me, "Are you really keeping up that
salvation?" I said, "No, friend, I am
not keeping up salvation; salvation
is what is keeping me, thank God."
We do not need to keep up salvation. It is greater than we are. We
cannot keep it up. All we have to do
is receive Christ as our Savior and
get salvation in the heart.
Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:17,
"Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are
become new." I am grateful that it
does not take an eternity. Oh, you
might have to endure some temptations for a while, but eventually the
devil will realize that you are determined, that you are looking to God,
and that you are not leaning to your
own understanding anymore.

The Bible tells us in Romans 8:3,
"For what the law could not do, in
that it was weak through the flesh,
God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh." Christ
came down and was tempted in all
points just as we are, yet without
sin. When you experience a problem
and go to Him, maybe in tears because you slipped, there is more
grace. You have an advocate. If you
sin, thank God, He raises you up to
a place where you do not have to sin
anymore. It is the power of God.
You get it when you repent and
believe the Gospel. I am grateful to
be saved.
The preaching of the Cross is
foolishness only to those who do not
believe. If you are saved, you are on
the right track; you are doing the
right thing. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:19, "For it is written, I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and
will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent." The Word
of God is quick, powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword.
The Scripture tells us that it is like a
rain that comes down, and the earth
absorbs it.
Isaiah 55:11 states, "So shall my
word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper
in the thing whereto I sent it." When
the Gospel of Christ is preached, it is
going to have a positive effect upon
lost humanity, and it is going to
encourage those of us who are saved
to continue in the way. Christ is able
to save, and as the songwriter said,
He is "mighty to save and mighty to
keep."
The Gospel is wonderful, but to
those who are perishing, it is foolishness. Many people are not saved
because they see the preaching of
the Gospel as foolishness. They
think they are wasting their time.
First Corinthians 1:21 reads, "For
after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it
pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that be-

lieve." May God help you to realize
how important the Gospel really is.
Paul said in 2 Corinthians 4:3-5:
"But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to
them that are lost: In whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should
shine unto them. For we preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord;
and ourselves your servants for
Jesus' sake." The Gospel is only hid
to those who are lost. If you think
that what you are reading right now
is foolishness, friend, you are lost. If
you are unable to rejoice in it, you
are lost.
The Need of Salvation
Jesus said in John 3:16-18: "For
God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world; but
that the world through him might
be saved. He that believeth on him
is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of
God."
As long as the Gospel is
foolishness to you, you are lost and
you are going to stay lost. You have
to believe. He that believes not the
Gospel of Jesus Christ is lost. He is
not asking you; He is telling you.
You are lost until you find Jesus.
First John 5:11-12 tells us: "And
this is the record, that God hath
given to us eternal life, and this life
is in his Son. He that hath the Son
hath life; and he that hath not the
Son of God hath not life." If you do
not have the Son, you do not have
life. If you do not have life, you are
lost, and you are dead in "trespasses
and sins," according to Ephesians
2:1. You may feel good physically,
but if you are not saved, you are
lost. The Gospel makes that clear.
It is not Jesus' will that any
should perish, but that all might
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come to repentance. Except you
repent and believe the Gospel, you
will be lost. This is not something
that you have to guess about. The
Gospel is the power of God unto
salvation. If you get salvation, you
will know that you have it. Eternal
life is something that you can boast
in. It is not through your own goodness or through the works that you
have done, but it is through the
grace of God and through His
mercies.
As saints, we are so unworthy,
and yet we are alive in Christ Jesus.
The Gospel shows us of the need of
salvation, so it is blessed to have the
Gospel preached to us; it is not foolishness. The preaching of the Gospel
is foolishness only to those who
perish. You can know that you have
eternal life. I repeat, it is not something that you have to guess about.
God is faithful, and He is mighty to
save; so when you repent of your
sins, thank God, you can know that
you have salvation.
Some people may ask why it is
important to obey the Gospel. The
Gospel is the power of God unto
salvation. Salvation is eternal life
begun below. Without eternal life
we would be removed from the
presence of the Lord and punished
with everlasting destruction. That is
a fact. We read in 2 Thessalonians
1:7-8: "And to you who are troubled
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels, In flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ."
There is coming a day when
Christ will return to take vengeance
with the mighty angels that He
could have called. In Matthew 26:53
Jesus told Pilate, "Thinkest thou that
I cannot now pray to my Father, and
he shall presently give me more
than twelve legions of angels?" To
this end Christ was born, and He
embraced the suffering of the death
of the Cross, which was one of the
most awful deaths one could die; yet
He willingly took it. You have a
choice. You can either repent and
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believe the Gospel or go on and be
skeptical about it and be lost. It is
the power of God unto salvation.
Jesus is coming back to take
vengeance on those who do not
know God and who do not believe
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Second Thessalonians 1:9 says,
"Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory
of his power."
You do not want to spend
eternity outside the fold of God.
Why not repent of your sins if you

are outside the fold of God? Why
not receive Christ and have eternal
life? The Gospel has the power to
transform you and make you a new
person. Peter said in 1 Peter 4:17,
"For the time is come that judgment
must begin at the house of God: and
if it first begin at us, what shall the
end be of them that obey not the
gospel of God?" There is coming a
day when it will not seem in the
least amusing not to have repented
of your sins. Jesus said to repent and
believe the Gospel. The Gospel of
Jesus Christ still has power to save.

We thank God for those who are
saved. Whatever it takes, you need
to be faithful and true to God and
obey the dictates of your heart concerning the things of God. If you
will follow the convicting power of
the Holy Spirit, He will keep you on
track. At the end of this life, because
of receiving the Gospel, you will be
able to hear, "Well done, good and
faithful servant." May God bless you
is my prayer.

[G uest Editorial— continued from page 8]

God who has the power to cut off
your life at any time.
Counting the cost to finish calls
for restitution to be made to anyone
you have wronged in life. You
might have hurt someone's character
or spoken evil of another individual.
It may be that you have taken something that did not belong to you. In
Luke 19:1-10 Jesus spoke to a man
named Zacchaeus, who was a tax
collector and a sinner and who
found salvation. He told Jesus in
verse 8, "Behold, Lord, the half of
my goods I give to the poor; and if I
have taken any thing from any man
by false accusation, I restore him
fourfold."
When counting the cost, you
must be aware that you cannot be
saved on your own terms. You can
only be saved on God's terms and
under His conditions. You cannot
bargain with God. A complete

denial of self and your own ideas is
required in order to walk with Him.
The best way to count the cost is to
surrender your heart completely to
God and allow Him to see your
willingness to go all the way with
Him. As you continue to walk with
God, He may show you other things
that you need to eliminate from
your life. You should not allow one
thing to stay in your life that God
shows you that you ought to cease
from doing.
Dear reader, if you desire true
joy and a deep, settled peace in your
heart, you can have it. You need to
count the cost to finish the race, pay
whatever the price may be, and
surrender all to keep the peace of
God operating in your life.

must be willing to forsake habits of
life, such as tobacco, alcohol, and
drugs. These vices will destroy both
the body and the soul. Your body is
the temple of God. God said He
would destroy the one who defiles
the temple (1 Corinthians 3:16-17).
Counting the cost includes
forgiving others who have done you
wrong. Harboring an unforgiving
spirit will cause bitterness that must
be laid aside. Remember Jesus'
words: "But if ye forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses"
(Matthew 6:15). There are those
who hold grudges against God for
doing something they did not like.
Let me remind you that it is "in him
we live, and move, and have our
being" (Acts 17:28). You are standing on shaky ground if you are holding something against Almighty

(C om pact D isc TR -986E)

Selected

"I have but one life to live; if I invest it unw orthily, m y
regret w ill be as long as eternity."
"So teach us to n u m ber our days, that w e m ay apply
our hearts unto w isdom ."
Psalm 90:12
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Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

Brother E. David Stegmeier
Serving God Wholeheartedly
I thought of a story that I heard
Brother Emerson Wilson tell many
years ago when he preached on the
subject, "Remember Lot's Wife."
What a powerful message and what
a warning it brought! You must not
be divided in your affection. You
must serve God wholeheartedly. In
that message Brother Wilson also
told a story about a woman whom
archeologists found when they excavated Pompeii, a city in southern
Italy that was overflowed with lava
when Mount Vesuvius erupted.
They had warned the people to
leave the city, but some people did
not leave fast enough. When the
archeologists uncovered the city,
right by the gate they found a
woman. She was bent over and her

hand was reaching out. Right below
her hand was a string of pearls.
Archeologists said that, no doubt, as
she was fleeing the city, she got to
the gate, and her eye spied this
string of pearls. She bent over to
grab them, and when she did, the
lava came and froze her there. How
foolish!
I do not want anything to hinder
me from making Heaven my home.
I do not want anything in this world
to cause me to lose out with God
and turn aside. You may think that
as long as I have been preaching, I
would not make mistakes, but I
think we all make mistakes. We are
ever learning and striving to be
more like Jesus Christ. Sometimes
the Lord speaks to us.
When I was very small, my
mother took care of me. I had a very
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godly mother. When I became older
and grew up, I did not go contrary
to Mother's teachings.
It takes work to be a Christian; it
takes effort. Sometimes the Lord
chastises me. Have you ever been
chastised by the Lord? Has the Lord
ever disciplined you? He has me.
Sometimes it is very grievous, but I
say: "O God, I want to be all that
You want me to be. I do not want to
be a hypocrite." I hate hypocrisy
with a passion. I want to be fully
what I should be for God.
I have a family, and when we
get together, there are twenty-five
of us counting our grandchildren.
I want to be an example for them. I
will not be able to leave them any
money or a lot of assets, but I want
to leave them an impeccable, godly
example.
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Hebrews 12:6-7 reads: "For
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with
sons; for what son is he whom the
father chasteneth not?" I have
pastored now for more than forty
years, and I have seen that some
people will not take chastening. I
am not preaching on this, but I
would like to say that the Church of
God is not a democracy; the Church
of God is a theocracy. We do not
vote on pastors. I grew up the oldfashioned way. When I was a little
boy in 1955, our church came to a
crossroad. The movement congregation that we attended compromised
tremendously. We did not know
about God's Acres. We were way up
in the mountains of Montana, and
our congregation was going downhill.
In 1955, the same time God
spoke to Brother Wilson, our congregation left the movement. I remember that our pastors were very concerned. Forty or fifty of our people
met in a home. When it came time
for a new pastor, I can remember the
older saints said, "We are not going
to vote; let's wait on the Lord." That
is God's way. The Church of God is
a divine, spiritual institution.
I was brought up the old-time
way. They said our former pastors
came because the Spirit of God
directed them. Some in the congregation sent for a field representative.
He came and said, "You are going to
vote." The older saints said, "We are
not voting." They cried, they wept,
and they told the congregation that
was not God's plan. They wanted to
wait on the Lord, because the church
in Anderson, Indiana, was not our
headquarters. (No city, no place, or
no geographical area is our headquarters. Heaven is our headquarters, and God is still able to direct
His church!)
One Sunday morning (I remember it well) I was sitting near the
back. The field representative said,
"You will vote." The older saints
said, "We cannot conscientiously do
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that." So the old pillars in the church
sat there and refused to do anything.
They voted, and it was fifty-fifty. So
he said to the chairman of the board,
"You are going to vote." Some of
them did vote. They chose to send to
headquarters for a preacher, and the
older saints said: "That is not God's
plan. We do not vote on pastors. We
have gotten off track somewhere."
We must remember that the Church
of God is a divine institution. God
places, and God sends. It is a theocracy. We need God. As old as I am,
I still plead with God. I do not want
to make a mistake, to be misled, or
to mislead my people.
Take Heed
Paul wrote in Hebrews 12:8,
"But if ye be without chastisement,
whereof all are partakers, then are
ye bastards, and not sons." I will be
honest with you, I am an old
teacher, an old father, and an old
preacher. I do not look around for
people whom I can discipline. That
is the last thing I want to do. I want
to see people do right with gentle
persuasion, a little encouragement,
and a little love. However, sometimes discipline is necessary. Sometimes people take it very beautifully.
If you do likewise, you will be a
child of God. I am talking about
working out your own salvation.
I had a German father and a
German mother, and they were
disciplinarians. In the kitchen going
down to the basement was a nail,
and on that nail was what we called
a razor strap. When we needed it, it
was very convenient for my dad and
my mother. I never questioned for
one moment that they did not love
me. I knew they loved me. If you
never had a father who disciplined
you, that is a real shame. Often
those who have not received discipline are hard to deal with.
Hebrews 12:9-11 reads: "Furthermore we have had fathers of our
flesh which corrected us, and we
gave them reverence: shall we not
much rather be in subjection unto
the Father of spirits, and live? For
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they verily for a few days chastened
us after their own pleasure; but he
for our profit, that we might be
partakers of his holiness. Now no
chastening for the present seemeth
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness
unto them which are exercised
thereby." One translation says: "My
son, don't think the Lord's discipline
of you is worth nothing. Don't stop
trying when the Lord corrects you.
The Lord corrects those whom He
loves, and He punishes everyone He
accepts as His child."
As I wrote down some of these
Scriptures, I thought of the admonition that Paul gave to the Ephesian
elders in Acts 20:28. Paul said, "Take
heed therefore unto yourselves [Paul
put it first in his exhortation to these
pastors of the Church of God so they
would take heed to themselves],
and to all the flock, over the which
the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God,
[There is only one church. How
many wives did God create for
Adam? He created only one, and
there is only one for Christ.] which
he hath purchased with his own
blood."
First of all, I think each of us
needs to look at himself or herself to
work out salvation. Sometimes people may ask, "How about this one?"
or "How about that one?" Well, I tell
the congregation that my wife
should be an example of what the
standard of the Church of God is. In
congregations there are people
coming and going who may not be
measured to the standard that God
holds, but I preach the Word, and
then I say, "If you have any questions, look at my wife or look at me,
her husband." Sometimes in a congregation, people want to compare
themselves with others. "How can
Sister So-and-So get by doing what
you preach is not right for people to
do?" I tell them that the Bible says it
is not wise to measure ourselves by
one another. You must measure
yourself by God's Word. If you want
a living example, men, look at the

pastor, and women, look at the
pastor's wife.
Again, Paul said to those elders
at Ephesus in Acts 20:28, "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own
blood." Building a Church of God
congregation in this day and age is
extremely difficult. Many women do
not want to wear dresses or look
modest. The Bible says for a woman
to wear a man's apparel is an abomination. As my wife and I were walking through an airport one time, she
said, "Did you notice, honey, I am
probably the only woman walking
these corridors who has a dress on?"
Because of that, we have had lots
of opportunities to witness. The
demeanor of a godly woman is
different.
Today in society anything goes,
and therefore it is very difficult to
raise up a strong Church of God
congregation. I realize I must be 100
percent of what God wants me to be.
I do not want to labor in vain. Who
wants to do something for nothing?
Psalm 127:1 reads, "Except the LORD
build the house, they labour in vain
that build it: except the LORD keep
the city, the watchman waketh but
in vain." I plead with God over and
over: "God, help me. I do not want
to labor in vain. Help me to be what
I need to be."
Obedient Unto Death
Philippians 2:1-2 tells us: "If
there be therefore any consolation in
Christ, if any comfort of love, [Does
God comfort you with His love? Yes,
He does.] if any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,
Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be
likeminded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind."
A minister and his wife came to
our congregation for quite a while.
She said, "Tell me, how does the
Church of God run?" I said: "Gladly.
First of all, you have to be genuinely
saved, or born again, to become a

member. Then you must live without sin. The headquarters is in
Heaven, and God directs all things."
We are to strive to be like God.
Verses 3-8 continue: "Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let
each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his
own things, but every man also on
the things of others. Let this mind be
in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus: Who, being in the form of
God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: But made himself
of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men: And being
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the
cross." Jesus was obedient unto His
death on the Cross. How does your
obedience measure to His obedience? He is not asking you to die for
Him. He is asking you to live for
Him and to be the right example for
Him—to be obedient unto death.
Verses 9-18 read: "Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted him,
and given him a name which is
above every name: That at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth;
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. Wherefore,
my beloved, as ye have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only,
but now much more in my absence,
work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling. For it is God
which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure. Do
all things without murmurings and
disputings.
"That ye may be blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked
and perverse nation, among whom
ye shine as lights in the world;
Holding forth the word of life; that I
may rejoice in the day of Christ, that
I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. Yea, and if I be
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vice of your faith, I joy, and rejoice
with you all. For the same cause also
do ye joy, and rejoice with me."
The Bible is not saying that we
are to work to obtain salvation. We
cannot earn salvation. We do not
knock on doors or hand out pamphlets in order to earn salvation.
Salvation is a gift from God. Isaiah
64:6 says, "But we are all as an
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all
do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities,
like the wind, have taken us away."
Another translation says, "All of us
are dirty with sin and all the right
things we have done are like filthy
pieces of cloth." What do you do
with filthy pieces of cloth? You dispose of them. Any works that you
do, even good works, are going to
burn unless you are saved. No matter what religion you are, if you are
not building on the solid foundation
of Jesus Christ, those works will
burn. That is the reason people need
to flee from Babylon. I believe that
Babylon will be emptied of all God's
people when Jesus comes.
Every Man's Work Will
Be Made Manifest
First Corinthians 3:11-15 states:
"For other foundation can no man
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. Now if any man build upon
this foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every
man's work shall be made manifest:
for the day shall declare it, because
it shall be revealed by fire; and the
fire shall try every man's work of
what sort it is. If any man's work
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If
any man's work shall be burned, he
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall
be saved; yet so as by fire."
People may boast about what
they have done in false religion, but
those works will burn. Wood, hay,
and stubble are examples to illustrate false teachings. They will not
endure the fire of the Word. Gold,
silver, and precious stones represent
truths. One truth that we hold on to
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so tenaciously is that we are not
saved in sin; we are saved from sin.
Matthew 1:21 says that "his name
[will be called] JESUS: for he shall
save his people from their sins."
False religion teaches that He saves
people in sin. No, He saves us from
sin. That is a gold nugget of truth.
The second truth is the ability to
live a victorious life. We do not have
to be up and down or in and out,
having what we call "yo-yo religion." When I was a little boy, I
remember walking up the aisle to
the altar. I said: "I do not want an
experience where I am up and down
or in and out. I am going to settle it
by the grace of God."
Romans 5:17 reads, "For if by
one man's offence death reigned by
one; much more they which receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness shall reign in life by
one, Jesus Christ." The word work
means we are going to have to labor;
it is going to take effort and diligence. Often I think of people who
play golf. They work hard to perfect
their golf strokes. Then there are
those who like to play baseball, and
they work hard at throwing the
baseball. Hunters work hard to perfect their aim. One thing I am working really hard at is being the very
best Christian that I possibly can.
These truths will help us.
Another truth, or pearl of great
price, is the understanding we have
about the church. We do not have to
be confused about the church. Paul
said in 1 Corinthians 14:33, "For God
is not the author of confusion."
There is only one church. In Ephesians 4:4-6 Paul wrote: "There is one
body, and one Spirit, even as ye are
called in one hope of your calling;
One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
One God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in
you all."
Wood, hay, and stubble represent the doctrines of men that will
not endure the fire of God. When
you get around the Church of God,
God will try your doctrines. We
must be pliable. I have seen people
become so hard that no one could
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reason with them. We must be people who are willing to reason. In
Isaiah 1:18 God said, "Come now,
and let us reason together, saith the
LORD." We need to be able to reason.
Purify Yourself, Even
as He Is Pure
What are some doctrines of
men? One false doctrine is that of
salvation by water baptism. Another
is that joining an organization
makes you a member of the church.
Another one is the doctrine of "sinyou-must, sin-you-cannot-help-it."
Another is, "once in grace, always in
grace," and it goes on and on. Jeremiah 23:29 says, "Is not my word
like as a fire? saith the LORD."
First Peter 4:17 says, "For the
time is come that judgment must
begin at the house of God." When
people come to the house of worship, they begin to understand that
some teachings are nothing but
wood, hay, and stubble. They get
burned up as they hear the Word of
God. Isaiah 31:9 reads, ". . . whose
fire is in Zion, and his furnace in
Jerusalem." Some people get really
angry when they come to the house
of worship. Isaiah 8:20 says, "To the
law and to the testimony: if they
speak not according to this word, it
is because there is no light in them."
Everything we teach and practice in
the Church of God must be contained in the sacred Scriptures. We
do not add to or take away from the
Bible. D. S. Warner wrote, "Every
word thy mouth has spoken is
essential to our lives."
We need to search the Word of
God to find the Truth. First Timothy
6:3-4 says: "If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome
words, even the words of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine
which is according to godliness; He
is proud, knowing nothing. . . ." That
which the Church of God teaches
leads to godliness, holiness, and
unity.
I like what Paul said to Titus in
Titus 2:11-12: "For the grace of God
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peared to all men, Teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world." This is what the Church of
God teaches. God wants us to be like
Him now.
Paul said in Philippians 2:12,
"Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in
my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling."
Work out is a Greek expression denoting that there is something that
you already possess. We have this
salvation in our hearts. God is working with us. During the preaching,
the singing, and the testifying, God
uses those means to instruct us. We
are to work it out.
One song says, "He's still
working on me." According to the
Apostle Paul, we are to be like
Christ. I like what John wrote in
1 John 3:1-3: "Behold, what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God: therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew
him not. Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as
he is. And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even
as he is pure."
In 2 Corinthians 7:1 Paul said,
"Having therefore these promises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God." We are to do this with
fear and trembling, Paul said. What
did he mean? We ought to have a
concern that we do not want to fall
short. I do not want to miss Heaven.
Keep the Way Clear
God has a plan for your life. Is
there something that God has talked
to you about, something that He
wants you to work out? For example, sometimes husbands and wives
have some things that need to be

worked out between them. A
husband is not to be a lord over his
house or to expect his wife to be his
slave. There is to be some love. She
is the weaker vessel. She is not to
jump whenever he says to jump, so
to speak. The Bible lets us know that
if you rule a home like that, your
prayers will not be answered. You
are to work as a team. If a husband
and a wife have some problems,
they should be honest about it. If
that is the case with you, you need
to ask God to help you.
Child, are you obeying your
parents? God works in us, and we
want to be pliable and sensitive
people. Husband and wife, children
and parents, employee and boss,
flock and pastor, is everything clear
with you? How about between
brother and brother or sister and
sister? Do you have restitutions that
you have not made? Restitutions are
still part of full salvation. Zacchaeus
believed in restitution. In Luke 19:8

Zacchaeus said, "I restore him fourfold." Do not come short of what you
should do.
In Matthew 5:23 Jesus said that
if you go to the altar and realize
there is something between you and
a brother or a sister, you need to
take care of it. I grew up that way.
There is a song that we sing that
talks about "nothing between." It
reads:

[Esp. for Young People— contin. from p. 14]

Daddy?"
"I don't want to think about Him,
my boy."
"Perhaps he loved the Good Man
after that, like I love you. When I see
your poor hand, Daddy, I love you
more than millions and millions . . . "
Tired little Dickey fell asleep
before he had measured the amount
of his grateful affection, but Mr.
Dixon's rest was sorely disturbed that
night. He could not get out of his
thoughts the picture of that tender,
sorrowful face that looked down on
him from the walls of the exhibition.
He dreamed of Mr. Lovatt and
himself contending for the possession
of Dickey, but when he showed his
scarred hand, the boy turned away
from him. A bitter sense of injustice
surged up in his heart.
Will Dixon did not yield to this
influence at once, but his love for
Dickey had softened his heart, and
the seed that was dropped in it that
day did not fall upon stony ground.
He was an honest man, and he could
not fail to see that the argument he
had employed to make Dickey his
own rose up in judgment against him

Dickey read the words and said,
"Please, Daddy, tell me the story of
that picture."
"No, not that one!"
"Why not that one?"
"It is a story that I do not believe."
"Do tell the story of the picture,
please, Daddy." So Mr. Dixon told the
story.
"It's like you and me, Daddy,"
said the boy. "When the Lovatts
wanted to adopt me, you showed
them your hand. Perhaps when
Thomas saw the scars on the Good
Man's hands, he felt that he belonged
to Him."
"I suppose so," answered Mr.
Dixon.
"The Good Man looked so sad,"
said Dickey. "I 'spect He was sorry
that Thomas did not believe at first. It
was horrid of him not to, wasn't it,
after the Good Man died for him?"
Mr. Dixon did not answer, and the
boy went on, "It would have been
horrid of me if I'd contradicted like
that when they told me about you and
the fire and would have said I didn't
believe you had done it, wouldn't it,

Nothing between my soul and the
Savior,
Naught of this world's delusive
dream;
I have renounced all sinful pleasure;
Jesus is mine, there's nothing between.
Nothing between, like worldly
pleasure;
Habits of life, though harmless they
seem,
Must not my heart from Him ever
sever;
He is my all, there's nothing between.
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Nothing between, like pride or station,
Self or friend shall not intervene;
Though it may cost me much
tribulation,
I am resolved, there's nothing
between.
Nothing between, e'en many hard
trials,
Though the whole world against me
convene;
Watching with prayer and much
self-denial,
I'll triumph at last, there's nothing
between.
Nothing between my soul and the
Savior,
So that His blessed face may be seen;
Nothing preventing the least of His
favor;
Keep the way clear! Let nothing
between.
(Com pact Disc TR-012E)

while he denied the claim of those
scarred hands, which had been
pierced for him. When he saw that
child's heart- warmed gratitude for the
deliverance that his adopted father
had wrought for him, Mr. Dixon felt
that he cut a sorry figure beside the
boy.
After a time, Mr. Dixon's heart
became as that of a child. He found
out by reading the Bible that as
Dickey belonged to him, so he
belonged to the Savior who had been
wounded for his transgressions. He
gave himself up, body, soul and
spirit—into the keeping of those
blessed hands, which had once been
pierced for him.
See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

"He was despised, and we
esteemed him not. . . . But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities . . ."
(Isaiah 53:3, 5).
Selected
23

Sunday, December 2, 2012,
Brother David Stegmeier began the
journey to Embu, Kenya. He left the
Portland International Airport at 1:25
p.m. After flying for approximately
eleven hours, he landed at the
Schiphol Airport in Amsterdam, the
Netherlands, at 8:20 a.m., where he
was joined by Brother and Sister Jan
Romine.
The Romines and Brother
Stegmeier continued the trip to Africa
after sitting on the runway for approximately two hours while the plane was
being deiced; it had been raining, and
then it became very cold. At approximately 10:30 p.m., they landed at the
Jomo Kenyatta International Airport,
Nairobi, Kenya. Going through customs and retrieving their baggage
took quite a long time.
Brother and Sister Kibushi were
waiting for them. The journey to
Embu took approximately two hours,
and soon Brother Stegmeier and the
Romines were settled in their places
of lodging at the Isaac Walton Inn.
The next morning the Americans
and several of the saints from Embu
traveled to a new congregation, about
three and one-half hours away. About
eighty souls were gathered under a
primitive shelter for services. Brother
Stegmeier preached on the subject,
"Would You Like to Become a Member of the Church of God?" Four
souls knelt at the altar of prayer.
Among them was a young father who
wanted to be saved. Right before
they left, he asked Brother Kibushi if
he could accompany them to the
camp meeting at Embu. However,
Brother Joseph encouraged him to
find other means of transportation
since the vehicle was filled.
At the conclusion of the services,
many souls came for the healing of
their bodies. One young woman who
had become blind because of an
ugly, bubbly growth that had covered
her face was led to the front of the
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shelter. The saints prayed for her.
Before everyone parted, the ministers
felt led to have special prayer for her
again. They went to where she had
been resting on the ground and earnestly asked God to help her. During
the camp meeting in Embu, she
phoned her pastor and said that God
had definitely healed her. How we
praise and thank the Lord for that!
Thursday, December 6, 2012, the
camp meeting at Embu began. Brother Stegmeier preached on the "Characteristics of the Church of God" in
both services. On Friday morning he
brought an "Introduction to the Revelation." In the afternoon the message
was entitled "The White Horse." Saturday the messages covered were,
"The Red Horse" and "The Black
Horse," respectively. Then Sunday
morning, Brother Stegmeier spoke on
the subject, "The Pale Horse." Every
sermon lasted for approximately two
hours; however, Sunday morning's
message lasted for about three hours.
The services were well attended, and
the people listened very attentively.
Monday, December 10, 2012,
Brother Kibushi, the Romines, and
Brother Stegmeier left for an elevenhour journey to the large city of
Mombasa, located on the Indian
Ocean. Since time was limited, the
saints from the three congregations in
this big city gathered at one place of
worship. Tuesday Brother Stegmeier
spoke on "The Characteristics of the
Church of God," and then Brother
Romine brought a good "Introduction
to the Book of Revelation" in the
afternoon.
Wednesday morning, Brother
Stegmeier spoke for four hours on the
"Seven Harlots of the Book of Revelation," using Isaiah, Chapter 4. In the
message he covered "The History of
the Two Witnesses" and "The Origin
of the Devil." The saints were very
attentive. In the two evenings, the
pastors and several of the saints met
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with Brother Kibushi for Bible studies.
Tuesday they covered the subject of
modesty, and Wednesday they discussed the subject of unity. During
the studies, the people made moves
to obey the principles of the Word of
God.
Early the next day, they started
the long journey back to Embu. Sunday morning Brother Stegmeier
preached on the subject "The Kingdom of God." Again, the services
were very good. After the worship
service, the saints departed for their
respective fields of labor. Everyone
was rejoicing in the goodness of the
Lord.
In the afternoon Brother Kibushi
took Brother Stegmeier and Brother
and Sister Romine back to the airport
in Nairobi where they departed on
the airplane about 11:20 p.m. They
were exhausted, but they were very
happy in their souls for the safe and
profitable trip.
While in Africa, they witnessed
three terrible vehicular accidents.
One time they came upon an overturned truck. Laying in the middle of
the road was the dead driver. Another
time, they came across a taxi that
had overturned; near the vehicle, a
dead woman was covered by a blanket. They could not see any others
because there were so many people
milling around the wrecked vehicle.
On the way to the airport on Sunday,
they saw a badly damaged car next
to a rocky embankment. Again, they
could not see anything because of the
crowd of onlookers. How we do thank
the Lord for His traveling mercies on
behalf of Brother Stegmeier and
Brother and Sister Romine!
Because of the many accidents
and the epidemic of AIDS, scores of
children are left homeless. Brother
Kibushi's orphanage is filled to capacity with sixty-two children. Someday
he is hoping to build a larger facility.
We need to remember him in prayer.
We are so thankful for the Lord's
help as they traveled to and from
Kenya. Brother and Sister Kibushi are
doing a great work for the Lord, and
we thank God for them.

Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

Brother Joseph Kibuchi
Walking in the Way of Holiness
We want to consider this
Scripture that Brother Paul wrote to
the Church of God in Philippi. He
told them to work out their own
salvation. When you get saved, you
have a job to do. You must work out
your salvation. Salvation is given
freely, but after you are saved, you
have a duty to work it out. There are
many benefits of true salvation. If
you are faithful to God, He will be
faithful to you. God is looking for
faithful people so that He can use
them. What He wants you to do first
is to work out your own salvation.
Salvation is a U-turn. You have
walked the way of sin, but when
you get saved, you make a big Uturn; then you walk on the highway
of holiness. When you start walking
with God, He will start working in
you. God will not use you unless
you walk in the way of holiness. If
you want to see God, you must
make a big U-turn and leave the
way of sin. I tested the way of sin,
and I found that sin is a hard way.
Young person, do not ride on the

world's highway. It is a very bad
way. There are no regrets in the way
of holiness. You can trust God. He is
so faithful.
Salvation gives us a way to
Heaven. If you are truly saved, if
you have repented of your sins and
stay saved, you will get to Heaven.
There are two passports: true salvation is a passport to Heaven, and sin
is a passport to hell. If you are a
sinner, you have a passport that will
take you to hell. The devil wants
you to go to hell, but if you have
true salvation, you have a passport
to Heaven. You will see Jesus, because salvation will open a way to
Heaven for you.
Salvation makes us true children
of God. We are living in a time of
sects. Many people are in denominations, claiming to be children of
God, but without true salvation they
are not children of God. True salvation makes God listen to you. If you
have true salvation, God will answer your prayers. Salvation is a
true light to Heaven. When you
have salvation, you can see God.
You will still have problems and
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storms of life, but your eyes will see
God. Salvation causes God to open
His ears to you, and He will answer
your prayers.
John 9:31 reads, "Now we know
that God heareth not sinners: but if
any man be a worshipper of God,
and doeth his will, him he heareth."
God hears true Christians. I thank
God for salvation. I was saved when
I was thirty-one years of age, and I
have never regretted it. I thank God
for saving my soul and for opening
my eyes so that I could see the true
Church of God. Salvation makes you
a part of the true Church of God.
True salvation will satisfy your
soul. There are some people who are
dissatisfied. Even though there are
millions of churches, there are many
people without true salvation, and
their souls are not satisfied. Your
soul gets satisfied when you have
true, genuine salvation. Psalm 37:16
reads, "A little that a righteous man
hath is better than the riches of
many wicked." If you have true salvation, then even little things will
keep you satisfied. If you are living
in a small cottage, you will be satis25

fied. True salvation will satisfy your
soul. Without salvation if you
owned this whole world, you would
not be satisfied, for only true salvation can bring satisfaction to your
soul.
Glorifying God
There are many broken homes
in our world, but real salvation can
heal broken homes and families.
True salvation will help you to love
your enemies, your neighbors, your
wife or husband, and your children.
You will love everyone, because
God is working in you. True salvation is the best thing anybody can
acquire. Many people have fake
salvation. They say they are saved,
but they are not doing the will of
God. You ought to do what you
profess. Be a doer of the Word.
Many people hear the Word, but
they are not doing the will of God.
Titus 1:16 tell us, "They profess that
they know God; but in works they
deny him, being abominable, and
disobedient, and unto every good
work reprobate." True salvation will
help you to do what you say and to
do what you learn from the Bible. If
you obey God, salvation will heal
your family.
True salvation will help a
husband to love his wife, to be faithful and true. Some people are not
faithful because they have not received genuine salvation. Salvation
makes you a true member of the
Church of God. People will know
that you are saved by the way you
live, by the way you talk, by the
way you walk, by your love for your
wife or husband, by your love for
your children, and by the way you
treat others. Salvation is wonderful.
Genuine salvation will make you a
true temple of God. The Bible says
you are the temple of God, not just
when you are in church, but wherever you are.
Jesus said in Matthew 5:13-14:
"Ye are the salt of the earth: but if
the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast
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out, and to be trodden under foot of
men. Ye are the light of the world. A
city that is set on an hill cannot be
hid." Wherever you are, you need to
remember that you are the light of
the world and the salt of the earth.
We are trying to change the world,
to make it better.
Salvation is very expensive. It
cost the Lord His life on the Cross.
He died for you, so you should die
out to sin and live for Him. You
must die out to self, because your
greatest enemy is self. With true
salvation you will sacrifice self.
Without sacrificing self, there is no
true Church of God. You should
sacrifice your body. The Bible says
you must glorify God with your
body, which is the temple of God.
Without true salvation you
cannot glorify God; you will glorify
self. With true salvation you will
glorify God because the Bible says
we are bought by a very expensive
price, the blood of Jesus Christ. First
Corinthians 6:19-20 states: "What?
know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in
you, which ye have of God, and ye
are not your own? For ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which
are God's." True salvation will help
you to glorify God with your body
and in your spirit. That is the duty
of a Christian.
Divine Healing
There are other benefits of true
salvation, and one important benefit
is divine healing. Divine healing is a
wonderful benefit! Many people are
spending a lot of money on medicine, but we have something special
in divine healing. Divine healing is
the true child of God's bread. It is a
Church of God doctrine, and it is a
benefit of God's people.
Divine healing is one of our
benefits, and God has promised to
heal His people. He has healed me
many times, and I know He is a
faithful God. We read in Psalm
103:1-3: "Bless the LORD, O my soul:
and all that is within me, bless his
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holy name. Bless the LORD, O my
soul, and forget not all his benefits:
Who forgiveth all thine iniquities;
who healeth all thy diseases." God
has promised to heal His people,
and He is still in the healing business today. He has not retired, and
He has not gone on vacation. He is
still healing people.
God has promised to help His
people today. Hebrews 13:8 says,
"Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever." Jesus does
not change. Malachi 3:6 reads, "For
I am the LORD, I change not." People
can change, the government can
change, the husband or the wife can
change, your children can change,
and a nation can change; but God
does not change. Yesterday, today,
and forever, His promises are true;
His Word is true.
Before Jesus left this world, He
told His people in Mark 16:17-18:
"And these signs shall follow them
that believe; In my name shall they
cast out devils; they shall speak with
new tongues; They shall take up
serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover." We have a wonderful God, and this is a promise of
God. This is a benefit of true, genuine salvation. If you are saved and
you are sick, God has promised to
heal you.
James 5:14-15 reads: "Is any sick
among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them
pray over him, anointing him with
oil in the name of the Lord: And the
prayer of faith shall save the sick,
and the Lord shall raise him up; and
if he have committed sins, they shall
be forgiven him." This is a benefit of
God's people. Believe in God and
His Word, and you will be healed.
Divine healing is the children's
bread.
Numbers 23:19 says, "God is
not a man, that he should lie." Many
people speak lies, but God is not a
man, and He cannot lie. Whatever
He says, He must fulfill. Divine
healing is a wonderful benefit.
Claim it by faith, and you will

be healed, because our God is
faithful. He will do it, but there are
conditions. You must leave the way
of sin and have true fellowship with
Him. Fellowship with God is very,
very important. Do not fellowship
with nonbelievers. Where I live,
nonbelievers are called "chameleon
people." Chameleons are lizards
that keep changing colors. Some
people are like chameleons. They
keep changing colors. Do not be
like a chameleon. Stand true to God.
Our God is not like a chameleon;
He does not change. If you will
stay true to God, He will be true to
you.
Is Your Name in the
Book of Life?
Another benefit of true salvation
is that your name is written in the
Book of Life. There is a Book of Life
in Heaven, and the secretary is God,
not me or any minister. If you sin,
you will be cursed. If you will be
faithful and do the will of God, you

will go to Heaven and be there
forever.
In Luke 10:19-20 Jesus told His
disciples, "Behold, I give unto you
power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the
enemy: and nothing shall by any
means hurt you. Notwithstanding in
this rejoice not, that the spirits are
subject unto you; but rather rejoice,
because your names are written in
heaven."
You should be happy if your
name is written in the Book of Life.
A song in the Evening Light Songs
says:
For me the blessed Savior came,
His great salvation to proclaim;
Oh, glory to His precious name!
It satisfies my soul.
Salvation is unmeasured grace,
It fits us for the Christian race,
Unveils the Father's smiling face,
It satisfies my soul.

And makes the Christian pathway
bright,
It satisfies my soul.
Salvation brings abiding peace,
Its shining glories e'er increase;
Its flowing rivers never cease,
It satisfies my soul.
Salvation makes us happy here,
Surpassing all that earth holds dear,
And fills the drooping heart with cheer,
It satisfies my soul.
Salvation makes us happy here!
Salvation satisfies the soul. Do you
have genuine salvation? Do you
have true salvation or fake salvation? Today is your time to get true,
genuine salvation. Do not wait until
tomorrow. Tomorrow may never
come. Today is the day to receive
salvation and satisfy your soul. May
God bless you.
(C ompact D isc TR-1019E)

Salvation brings supreme delight,
It changes darkness into light,

MOSS POINT, MS
March 24-31

REVIVAL & FELLOWSHIP MEETING: Pine Grove Church of God, 11629 Highway 614, Moss Point,
Mississippi 39562. (The church is located 18 miles west of I-65 Mobile, Alabama, on Airport Blvd.,
which turns into Highway 614). Inspirational singing & preaching in every service.
Meals provided by the congregation after each service. Everyone Welcome.
Service times: Sundays 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.; Monday-Wednesday 7:00 p.m.;
Thursday-Saturday 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Lodging Closest to Church: Hampton Inn & Suites, 525 Providence Park Dr. E.,
Mobile, Alabama 36695. Phone 251-776-5866 (Shuttle included) Room Rate: $109.00.
Motel 8, 3759 Moffett Rd., Mobile, Alabama 36618, Phone 251-460-0008,
Room Rate: $55.00-$65.00 (Ask for Church of God discount).
For more information contact: Pastor Larry Dishman, 11629 Highway 614, Moss Point, MS 39562
Telephone: (Home) 228-588-6288; (Cell) 251-776-2100

MT. PLEASANT, PA
April 20

FELLOWSHIP MEETING: Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania 15666
Service time: 10:30 a.m. A meal will be served by the local congregation.
Lodging: Holiday Inn Express, 724-547-2095 (This is on the same road as the church. Please
mention that you are there for the church meeting for a discount.);
Super 8 Motel in New Stanton, 724-925-8915, on I-70W, (10 miles north of the church);
Melody Motor Lodge, 724-628-9600 on 119N in Connellsville).
For more information contact: Pastor Paul W. Prinkey, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
Telephone: 724-547-2151
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