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Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering; (for he is faithful that promised).
Hebrews 10:23
Let Us Hold Fast
Most all would agree that we
live in perilous times that are full
of uncertainty and turmoil. Satan
is diligently working to discourage, confuse, and destroy as
many as he possibly can. In almost every direction we look,
there is nothing but problems,
troubles, heartache, and strife.
Nations are rising against nations; tension, discord, and disagreement surmount on every
side.
The world picture surely looks
very dark, and the economic scene
is becoming more frightening
every day. However, we must
keep in mind that God is still in
control of all that is taking place.
It may appear that situations are
out of hand, but the bounds of sin
and wickedness have been set.
Nothing will ever go any further
than God allows. As ungodliness
and corruption surges upward
and hearts fail for fear, believers
are instructed to hold fast to the
Savior's hand.
Too often people get their eyes
fixed on the surrounding circumstances instead of placing their
trust in Him who never fails. A
lack of faith in God has caused
many to turn from the paths of
righteousness. This world as well
as the church is in a shaking
time. It is time for the people of
God to get a tighter grip on God's
unchanging Hand. This is not the
time to give up the battle or
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become faint in the race.
Joel proclaimed, "The Lord
will be the hope of his people"
(Joel 3:16). What encouragement
that ought to bring to our hearts
and minds! Many things in life
are beyond human control, things
that we may not be able to physically do anything about, but God
is still the Master of this universe. He is the only One who can
change things. He holds the
power to bring the church
through to victory. We must not
allow our hearts to be overly concerned about things going on
around us. To do so will only
bring restlessness to our hearts,
rob us of peace, and mar the hope
we have in Christ.
David said in Psalm 42:5,
"Why art thou cast down, O my
soul? and why art thou disquieted
in me? hope thou in God." Now,
as never before, the people of God
need to hold fast to the profession
of their faith. We must refuse to
be moved by those things that go
on around us.
The secret to having victory
lies in our staying true to God.
We must live in obedience to His
Word and trust in Him regardless
of how things look. An old song
tells us to "hold to God's unchanging hand." Child of God,
you need to keep your faith and
confidence securely fixed in the
[ c o n t in u e d o n p a g e 1 9 ]

1 Kings 8:44 If thy people go out
to battle against their enemy,
whithersoever thou shalt send them, and
shall pray unto the LORD toward the
city which thou hast chosen, and toward

the house that I have built for thy name:
45 Then hear thou in heaven their
prayer and their supplication, and
maintain their cause.
46 If they sin against thee, (for

there is no man that sinneth not,) and
thou be angry with them, and deliver
them to the enemy, so that they carry
them away captives unto the land of the
enemy, far or near.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Living a Holy Life
We want to look at some
objections to living a sinless life.
Many people say it is impossible.
Many times the reason that people
feel this way is due to the way they
have been brought up. Sometimes it
is due to conversations that they
have overheard. Some people are
very skeptical about living a holy,
sinless life. Others are church members who have been mistaught. Even
some of God's people seem to get
moved by the cry of Babylon that
says no one can live holy.
We want to first look at some
Scriptures misused to object to the
holy lifestyle, or living free from sin.
The Scripture text says in verse 46,
"If they sin against thee, (for there is
no man that sinneth not,). . . ." We

have to consider that this was a people under a different covenant than
we are.
Ecclesiastes 7:20 says, "For there
is not a just man upon earth, that
doeth good, and sinneth not." These
words were spoken before there was
a perfect atonement for sin. These
words pertain to the human family
that lived under the Law, and the
sacrifices under the Law could never
take away sin.
Hebrews 10:1-2 reads: "For the
law having a shadow of good things
to come, and not the very image of
the things, can never with those
sacrifices which they offered year by
year continually make the comers
thereunto perfect. For then would
they not have ceased to be offered?
because that the worshippers once
purged should have had no more
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conscience of sins." Your conscience
is purified under the blood of Jesus
Christ.
Verses 3-4 state: "But in those
sacrifices there is a remembrance
again made of sins every year. For it
is not possible that the blood of bulls
and of goats should take away sins."
It was not possible under the old
Law for man to live holy. Those
people were not expected to live in
the holiness that you and I are expected to live in under the New
Covenant. Hebrews 7:19 says, "For
the law made nothing perfect, but
the bringing in of a better hope did;
by the which we draw nigh unto
God."
Hebrews 9:7-14 says this: "But
into the second went the high priest
alone once every year, not without
blood, which he offered for himself,
3

and for the errors of the people: The
Holy Ghost this signifying, that the
way into the holiest of all was not
yet made manifest, while as the first
tabernacle was yet standing: Which
was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts
and sacrifices, that could not make
him that did the service perfect, as
pertaining to the conscience; Which
stood only in meats and drinks, and
divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the
time of reformation.
"But Christ being come an high
priest of good things to come, by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle,
not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building; Neither by the
blood of goats and calves, but by his
own blood he entered in once into
the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us. For if the
blood of bulls and of goats, and the
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying
of the flesh: How much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve
the living God?"
We are living a long way from
Solomon's day. Since then, Jesus
Christ has come to put an end to sin
and to fully save man from it. Matthew 1:21 says, "And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name JESUS : for he shall save his
people from their sins."
John 1:29 states, "The next day
John seeth Jesus coming unto him,
and saith, Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the
world." Hebrews 9:26 tells us, "For
then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world:
but now once in the end of the
world hath he appeared to put away
sin [how?] by the sacrifice of
himself."
Purifying Your Heart by Faith
Let us look at some more
Scriptures that are misused to object
to holiness. Proverbs 20:9 reads,
4

"Who can say, I have made my heart
clean." What was He saying? We are
not saved by works. None of us can
make the heart clean. None of us can
work ourselves into having a pure
heart.
Titus 3:5-6 states: "Not by works
of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour." What was he saying? It is
not by works of righteousness that
we have done; only Jesus Christ can
purify the heart.
Acts 15:8-9 tells us: "And God,
which knoweth the hearts, bare
them witness, giving them the Holy
Ghost, even as he did unto us; And
put no difference between us and
them, purifying their hearts by
faith." He did not say "purifying
their hearts by the Holy Ghost," but
rather, "purifying their hearts by
faith." He was speaking of having
faith in the shed blood of Jesus
Christ. Men are commanded to live
holy, and thank God we can live
holy by the grace of God. God
would not command someone to do
something if it was not possible.
First Peter 1:15-16 reads: "But as
he which hath called you is holy, so
be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye
holy; for I am holy." How is all this
possible, to be holy as God is holy?
He was talking about the soul. Your
soul has to be clean to make Heaven
your home. You cannot come before
God on Judgment Day with sin in
your soul. There can be no defilement in your soul when you go
before God if you want to go to
Heaven.
You cannot go before God with
an attitude against someone. If God
should call you home in that condition, you are not going to come
before Him in righteousness. If anybody would have had a reason to
have a wrong attitude, it would
have been Jesus Christ. Some people
nurse unforgiveness because somebody has offended them or spoken
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wrong to them. Instead of taking
that to Jesus Christ, they nurse that
thing. Sometimes they seek others
who will sympathize with them.
The next thing you know, it takes
root in the heart, and out of the
heart comes the root of bitterness.
The Bible lets you know that root
defiles many. You dare not go before God with defilement in your
heart.
Romans 3:10-11 reads: "As it is
written, There is none righteous, no,
not one: There is none that
understandeth, there is none that
seeketh after God." The phrase "As it
is written" pertains to the Old
Testament, because the New Testament was not written yet. The
righteousness of the old Law was
self-righteousness. Philippians 3:9
tells us, "And be found in him, not
having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by
faith."
First John 1:8-10 states: "If we
say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not
sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us." What was John
talking about? He was talking about
darkness and fellowship.
Backing up to verses 6-7 we
read: "If we say that we have
fellowship with him, and walk in
darkness, we lie, and do not the
truth: But if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin." You cannot mix light
and darkness. You cannot say you
have fellowship and still live in sin.
Fellowship is based on walking in
the light. Some individuals have
more understanding of the Word of
God than others. They can have
perfect fellowship with others as
long as they continue to walk in the
light. Some may claim to have fellowship and still walk in darkness.

You can only have fellowship with
others if you walk in the light. If you
have sinned, you need to be
cleansed. John said there needs to be
a confession first, and then a cleansing.
"Clean Through the Word"
Let us look at some Scriptures
that speak against sin. First John 3:89 reads: "He that committeth sin is
of the devil; for the devil sinneth
from the beginning. For this purpose
the Son of God was manifested [or
made known], that he might destroy
the works of the devil. [What are the
works of the devil? They are sinful
works.] Whosoever is born of God
doth not commit sin; for his seed
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God." The
Scripture is saying if you commit
sin, you are of the devil. You cannot
be of the devil one moment and of
God the next.
Verse 8 from another translation
reads, "But when people keep on
sinning, it shows that they belong to
the devil, who has been sinning
since the beginning, but the Son of
God came to destroy the works of
the devil." Along with the teaching
of sinning more or less every day
comes another teaching: "Once in
grace, always in grace." It is a terrible teaching. Why? It causes people
to become careless in their living. I
am going to mention some Scriptures that refute that false doctrine.
Acts 1:25 states, "That he may take
part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own
place." Some have said that Judas
Iscariot was never saved, but the
Scripture says he fell by transgression. If he was already in sin, how
could he have fallen?
The Apostles had Old Testament
salvation until the Day of Pentecost.
How were they cleansed? John 15:3
says, "Now ye are clean through the
word which I have spoken unto
you." By adherence to the Word of
God that Jesus spoke, they were
considered cleansed, but they did

not have the Holy Spirit because the
Holy Spirit had not been given yet.
When the Holy Spirit fell on those
Apostles, they were much different
after Pentecost than before.
To say that Judas was not saved
is to say that Jesus used a sinner to
preach the Gospel and to cast out
devils. We read in Matthew 10:1-4:
"And when he had called unto him
his twelve disciples, he gave them
power against unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease. Now the names of the
twelve apostles are these; The first,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother;
Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas,
and Matthew the publican; James
the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus,
whose surname was Thaddaeus;
Simon the Canaanite, and Judas
Iscariot, who also betrayed him." At
this time, Judas was in just as good
a shape as those other Apostles. He
might have been weaker along certain lines, but at this particular time,
he had power to cast out unclean
spirits and power to heal the sick.
His name is mentioned along with
the other eleven.
Revelation 3:4-5 reads: "Thou
hast a few names even in Sardis
which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me
in white: for they are worthy. He
that overcometh, the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the book
of life, but I will confess his name
before my Father, and before his
angels."
Are You an Overcomer?
What is an individual who
professes to be saved yet sins every
day overcoming? What does that
Scripture say? "He that overcometh,
the same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and I will not blot out his
name out of the book of life." What if
a person does not overcome? Is there
a possibility that his name will be
blotted out? If a man or a woman
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does not overcome, that person's
name will be blotted out.
The biggest portion of the Bible
is written to God's people. Why is
that? Why not use the Bible to
preach to the sinner if the Christian
is already secure? Why did Paul
write fourteen books of warning to
the Christian? Why spend all that
time worrying about the Christian if
the Christian is secure and cannot be
lost? The answer is, the Christian is
subject to falling and needs to be
warned. Paul wrote in Galatians 5:4,
"Christ is become of no effect unto
you, whosoever of you are justified
by the law; ye are fallen from grace."
The grace of God brings salvation.
Proverbs 28:13 tells us, "He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy." Now I want
to tell you what the real problem is
today. The real problem with people
in false religion is that they do not
really sell out to God. The preaching
is shallow, and it matches their living. People do not rise above the
pulpit unless they come out from
among them. If there is shallow
preaching, there is shallow living.
They have been taught churchjoining for so long that to them
repentance is joining a church. True
repentance is needed in salvation,
and it is in salvation that God adds
one to the church.
When one repents, it is then that
the Spirit adds that person to the
body of Christ. First Corinthians
12:13 says, "For by one Spirit are we
all baptized into one body, whether
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we
be bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit." God
has made a way so that we can live
sinless, church. You can live sinless
if you want to; however, some do
not want to. They want to change
the Scriptures and then use them as
a cloak for their sin. When people
truly repent, they have a strong
desire within them to live right.
They want to do right, and they
want to be right in every situation of
their lives. God's people are not
looking for an excuse. We are not
5

trying to find a Scripture to twist
and still feel we will be safe at the
Judgment. As God's people, we
want to do everything we can possibly do to live holy, righteously, and
godly in this present world. I repeat,
God has a way that you can live
sinless if you want to.
Jesus said in John 14:6, "I am the
way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me."
The Truth will set you free, if you
want to be free. There are plenty of
religions where you can attend the

services and the flesh can feel comfortable. You can go to many places
and still smoke your cigarettes. You
can go there and still pop a few
pills. You can go there and drink a
little alcohol. You might even go
there and dance a little jig once in a
while. On the other hand, if you
want to live right, God has a plan.
He has a way. No unclean or ravenous beast travels on the highway of
holiness. It is for those who are redeemed and who want to live righteously, holy, and godly in this pres-

LITTLE FOXES
It ain't the trees that block the trail
It ain't the ash or pine
For if you fall or if you fail;
It was some pesky vine
That tripped you up, that threw you down,
That caught you unawares;
The big things you can walk around,
But watch the way for snares.
"Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the
vines" (Song of Solomon 2:15.)
The importance of little things is stressed many
times in God's infallible Word. The act on which hung
the most stupendous issues was seemingly least of all:
that of eating a little fruit in the garden of Eden. How
small the seed, but how tremendous the consequences!
It was not the outward deed, however, but the underlying principle, disobedience, which is sin, and that
brought the fall of man.
The same principle lies back of every small
transgression today. So the little foxes under
consideration here are not small at all in God's sight.
May we never minimize what God forbids. Our entire
future as fruit-bearing Christians is at stake. Bearing
fruit depends on getting answers to prayers, and one's
answers will be delayed until sinful obstructions are
dealt with.
The little foxes that spoil the vines are numerous:
PRIDE is a sly one with many disguises. It is seen
best at a distance, or in our neighbor's garden. Consequently, it is often overlooked in self. This is a thrifty
little fox, and if allowed to remain, it becomes the
mother of self-conceit and eats the very core of spirituality out of the heart and life. God hates pride; thus, to
6

ent world. I love the way of holiness.
You may ask, "Well, don't you
know that you have faults?" We
have human things about us, and
those human things can get us in
trouble if we do not take them to
God. That is part of the sanctifying
work of Jesus Christ that works with
us until we step into the portals of
glory. A sanctifying work perfects
every child of God.
(Com pact Disc TR-968E)

shelter it is surely disastrous as far as one's usefulness to
Him is concerned. The way to the Celestial City leads
through the Valley of Humiliation. May we ever walk in
this good way.
EXAGGERATION is closely related to pride. This is
so "small and innocent looking" that many love it and
allow it a place in their vineyard. While exaggeration
may seem small, all that goes beyond the truth is closely
related to a lie, and all lies are of the same color with
God.
DISCOURAGEMENT. While this little fox seems
least of all, a weakling and ready to die, he has already
lived some six thousand years and is good for many
more. Being small of stature, it creeps into almost every
Christian's life at one time or another. Those who detect
and guard against the others fall victim to this one
themselves when things go wrong or an answer to
prayer is delayed. This fox paid a visit to Jonah under
the gourd vine and to Elijah under the juniper tree.
WORLD CONFORMITY. This one is known to every
church circle. Like the others, it appears harmless at first,
but it surely robs the church of power and spirituality.
This is an enemy to God and to all who would walk in
His ways. "And be not conformed to this world: but be
ye transformed" (Romans 12:2).
DOUBT and FEAR are so unlike their cousins, yet
they have kept multiplied thousands in bondage and out
of the Kingdom of God. These cannot dwell where faith
is, for they are contrary one to the other.
WORRY—To some worry seems almost necessary
when things go wrong. However, worry has ever made
bad matters worse throughout the centuries.
RESENTMENT and RETALIATION. How crafty are
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[continued on page 27]

Ecclesiastes 3:1 To every thing
there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven:
2 A time to be born, and a time to
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck
up that which is planted;
3 A time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to
build up;

4 A time to weep, and a time to
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to
dance;
5 A time to cast away stones, and a
time to gather stones together; a time to
embrace, and a time to refrain from
embracing;
6 A time to get, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

7 A time to rend, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to
speak;
8 A time to love, and a time to hate;
a time of war, and a time of peace.
9 What profit hath he that worketh
in that wherein he laboureth?

Brother James Presley
"A Time to Every Purpose"
These Scriptures are very
important. Verse 1 says, "To every
thing there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven."
The word purpose, according to
Webster's Dictionary, means "something set up as an object or an end to
be attained; a subject under discussion or an action in course of execution." As we look around the world,
we see that everything has a purpose. In our Scripture text, Solomon
listed twenty-eight things that have
a purpose. He said there is a time to
be born. Being born has its purpose,
whether one is being born spiritually or physically. After being born

spiritually, we can work to see others saved, and we can make Heaven
our home. In the beginning of time,
in the Garden of Eden, what was
God's purpose for creating Adam
and Eve? He wanted people with
whom He could have fellowship.
Being born physically has a purpose. It gives God a vessel to use, a
vessel that can go out into the world
and reach others for Christ.
Solomon also mentioned a time
to die. There is a purpose in dying,
both physically and spiritually. Spiritually speaking, we have to die out
to the world and die out to sin. What
is the purpose of that? It is so that
we can shine brighter and brighter
in this old world. Dying physically
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has its purpose. The Bible says that
it is better to go to the house of
mourning than to the house of feasting. When my father passed away,
the first thing that came to my mind
was, "You should not need much
preaching at a funeral; a man's life
should preach the message." Your
family knows how you live.
Our Scripture text says there is a
time to plant. There is a purpose in
planting the Word of God. Someone
else can come along and water it,
and another can nurture it. There is
a time to plant seeds. As the Word
of God goes forth, or as we witness
to others, that seed grows and starts
germinating. When a seed falls into
good ground and dies, there is a
7

purpose in that dying, and that is to
bring forth fruit. We need to plant
the Word of God.
All twenty-eight things that
Solomon listed have a purpose. Job
33:17 says, "That he may withdraw
man from his purpose, and hide
pride from man." Job showed us that
man has a purpose in this world.
Sinner, God has a purpose for you.
He wants you to be saved. The purpose in your being alive at all is that
He wants to use you for His glory.
Christians have a purpose. We are to
reach out to the world, reach out to
our families, visit the sick, and visit
the homeless. There is a purpose in
each of our lives. We each have a
purpose for living. Everyone is different, and everyone might not have
the same purpose.
The question is, Are you
fulfilling your purpose in this life?
That is something each of us has to
answer. I have to answer it, and you
have to answer it. Are you fulfilling
your purpose as you are living in
your neighborhood and going to
your job? Your purpose comes from
God.
The Main Purpose of Life
Romans 9:17 says, "For the
scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even
for this same purpose have I raised
thee up, that I might show my
power in thee, and that my name
might be declared throughout all the
earth." Pharaoh had a purpose. Why
did God raise up Pharaoh? Exodus
9:16 tells us, "I raised thee up, for to
show in thee my power; and that my
name may be declared throughout
all the earth." God has raised us up
so that He might show His power in
us through sin-free lives. People can
look upon us and become thirsty for
the Word of God and thirsty for
salvation. Then what happens? The
verse says, ". . . that my name may
be declared throughout all the
earth." That is our job as saints of
God. We are to go out and reach the
lost and dying world.
When you are born into this
world, you have a purpose. We do
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not have babies just to decorate
them and show them off. We do not
have babies just to say we have children or so that Grandma and Grandpa have grandchildren. It is our
responsibility to raise our children
as God wants us to, because they
each have a purpose. If you raise a
baby wrong, it could lead him into
the wrong kind of life, and he may
never return. Therefore, you need to
be very careful as a parent and
make sure that you raise your children in the right manner.
If you are unsaved, God wants
to set you free and give you the
peace and joy that can only come
through salvation. If you are saved,
you need to remember how life used
to be when you were living in sin,
always feeling guilty. You know the
acts that you have done, the things
that were disgraceful to you, and the
things you felt guilty over. No
doubt, you went to bed at night
feeling miserable and woke up feeling miserable. God does not want
anyone to carry that heavy load
around. He wants you to lay it at
His feet right now. You can take it to
the Cross and leave it there; then
you can become a new creature with
a new purpose in life. Your purpose
is to serve Jesus.
Everything has a purpose. Let us
look at the bee, for instance. It may
be a small insect, but it is important.
God made the bee, and God gave it
a purpose. The worker bee's life
span is from one to four months
long, which is a very short period of
time. It works from the time it becomes an adult bee, which takes
about twenty-one days after the egg
is laid. The worker bee's name fits
its job; it is a worker. It works from
the time it reaches adulthood until it
dies.
We, as Christians, have a very
short period of time. James 4:14
says, "Whereas ye know not what
shall be on the morrow. For what is
your life? It is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away." Life is short. We
have very little time here on this
earth in comparison to eternity.
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What do we need to be doing? We
need to be working for the Lord. We
need to be reaching out to others for
Christ. We need to study the Word
of God and talk to others. Whether
you are on the job, shopping, or
wherever you may be, God will give
you opportunities to talk to souls.
You need to live your life right so
that others can see it, so that they
can know there is something
different about you.
A worker bee works every day
of its life until it dies. God expects
us to do the same. Jesus suffered and
died on the Cross just for you and
me. We owe Him so much. How
much more should we be reaching
out to others? That is our purpose.
What is the bee's main purpose
in life? Bees and other pollinating
insects are one of the major reasons
that we are able to have plants that
yield produce in our gardens. Bees
help pollinate plants and trees, such
as fruit-bearing trees. Without the
pollination of the flowers on an
apple tree, we would have pretty
blossoms in the spring, but no fruit
in the fall. This is the same for all
fruit-bearing trees. Without fruit
there would be no seeds. Without
seeds there would not be another
generation of trees.
As Christians, if we do not reach
out to others, there will not be another generation of saints. The
church has to carry on the work of
God. It is up to us to reach souls to
carry on. Without reaching out to
the world, we would not have another generation of the church. It
would slowly die off, and we do not
want that to happen.
How about your trees and
shrubs? They have a very important
purpose in life too. Without any
green trees or shrubs in the world,
we would not have oxygen to
breathe. Green trees breathe in carbon dioxide and give off oxygen,
while we breathe in oxygen and
exhale carbon dioxide. Oxygen is
very important.
The sun really amazes me. The
sun holds everything together in the
universe. It helps gravity stay intact

and gives our planet heat. Without
the gravitational pull of the sun, the
planets would be bumping into one
another. The sun is right in the center of the universe. It gives heat and
light, and it is the gravitational pull
that keeps things in place. That is
exactly where the Son of God needs
to be in our lives, right in the center.
He gives us the heat, the light, and
the pull to keep us right in our
place. I am so glad that God has the
ability to put us in our place and to
keep us there.
Fulfilling God's Divine Purpose
I want you to consider some
people in the Bible who had purpose in life. I want to consider Ruth
first. Ruth had a purpose in life. She
was the daughter-in-law of Naomi,
and she was used greatly of God.
When Ruth's husband died, as well
as Orpah's and Naomi's husbands,
Naomi told her daughters-in-law to
go back to their families, but Ruth
would not go back. What did Ruth
say? She said, in so many words: "I
am going with you no matter where
you go. Your people will be my
people, and your God will be my
God. It is settled. I am not leaving
you." The Bible says she clave to
Naomi. What does that Bible account teach us? Ruth was used of
God, and she had a purpose in that
time. She took care of Naomi and
helped to feed her.
Ruth taught us the need to love
one another fervently. We need to
cleave to one another as children of
God. This world is getting very
wicked, and we need to cleave to
one another as she clave to Naomi.
Those who claim to be the church
should not be fighting amongst
themselves. We have enough coming against us from the outside,
working on us every day. We need
to love one another and be there for
one another, whether there are
disagreements or not.
Matthew 5:23-24 states: "Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy
brother hath ought against thee;

Leave there thy gift before the altar,
and go thy way; first be reconciled
to thy brother, and then come and
offer thy gift." If you have a problem
with another person, you need to
straighten it out. Are you fulfilling
your purpose? God does not want
His people to fight with one another. We are to love one another,
just as Ruth showed love to Naomi.
We need to love one another with a
fervent love, one that causes us to
cleave to one another. It is the same
way with the husband and the wife.
The husband needs to love his wife
as Christ loves the church. The Bible
says in Genesis that the husband
will leave his father and mother and
cleave to his wife. You need to remember that in times when you get
a little agitated. There is a reason
and a purpose for the saints of God
to be together, and that is for the
furtherance of the Kingdom of God.
What was another purpose Ruth
had? She was added to the lineage
of Jesus Christ. She was a Moabitess,
but God took her in. He could have
used somebody else, but He put her
right in the lineage of Jesus Christ to
teach us a lesson. We should not be
prejudiced against anyone. We
should not hold anything against
others. Ruth was not an Israelite, but
God still put her in the lineage of
Jesus Christ. Her son was Obed,
who was the father of Jesse, who
was the father of David, which runs
right on down to Jesus Christ.
We should not be prejudiced for
any reason. When I got saved, God
cleaned me up and gave me a love
for others. We should not be prejudiced against others because of race.
Personality differences can cause
you to be prejudiced against another. A person may not dress the
way you do, or he may be different
in some other way, but you ought to
treat that person equally. God made
variety, and I am the perfect proof of
that. You should not allow something to come between you and
another person, no matter what it is.
Someone might have said something
that you did not like, but you should
not take an attitude against that
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person. If you allow something to
come between you and someone
else, you are not fulfilling the purpose that God has for you. Ruth had
a purpose in life. You need to apply
some of the principles in her life to
your own life.
Obedience to God's Purpose
Another one who had a purpose
was Esther. The Book of Esther starts
with King Ahasuerus making a feast
that lasted one hundred eighty days.
He called for the queen, Vashti, but
she refused to go to him. If you do
not do what the King of kings tells
you to do, what will happen? The
same thing is going to happen to
you that happened to Vashti—she
was dethroned. When God tells you
to do something and calls for you,
you need to be quick to answer. You
need to say, "Okay, Lord, whatever
You want, I will do it." Some people
are in the habit of saying: "Well, I
don't know. I'll think about it and
pray." If God tells you to do something, you need to pay attention and
listen. If you do not, you are putting
yourself in a position to be dethroned, because you are disobeying
God.
Through the process of elimination, Esther, a Jew, became the new
queen. Most of us know the story of
how Haman hated the Jews and
wanted to destroy them. It started in
Esther 3:2, with Mordecai refusing
to bow down before Haman. Haman
was elevated, but Mordecai refused
to bow down to him, because
Mordecai was a Jew. That made
Haman angry. Therefore, he was
ready to kill the Jews to get rid of
Mordecai and his people. You can
read of his destructive plan in Esther
3:8-13. He went to the king and
talked him into destroying the
people who would not bow down to
him. The king gave Haman his ring
freely, to seal the letters that he had
written. Mordecai, Esther's uncle,
told Esther that she had to reveal
herself as a Jew to the king, otherwise she was going to die too. Esther
sent word back that she had not
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been commanded of the king to go
in to him, and if she should go to
him without his calling her, she
could be put to death. The problem
was that she was trying to make an
excuse because she was afraid to do
something.
Mordecai told Esther that she
needed to go before the king to
plead for the Jews. In Esther 4:14 he
said, "For if thou altogether holdest
thy peace at this time, then shall
there enlargement and deliverance
arise to the Jews from another place;
but thou and thy father's house shall
be destroyed: and who knoweth
whether thou art come to the
kingdom for such a time as this?"
Mordecai let her know that she
had a purpose in being there. God
allowed her to be the queen for a
reason. He saw further down the
road and saw what was going to
happen, and it was in God's great
plan to put Esther in that position to
go before the king. The thing that
really stood out to me more than
anything else was this: if you do not
fulfill God's purpose in your life, He
will use someone else to do it. If
Esther was not going to do as requested at that time, Mordecai said
that deliverance was going to come
from somewhere else. God would
have allowed somebody else to take
care of it. What would Esther have
gotten in return? That verse says,
"But thou and thy father's house
shall be destroyed." Why would her
house be destroyed? It would have
been destroyed had she failed to
obey. God had a purpose for Esther's life. He showed her what she
needed to do. Sometimes if you are
not careful, you could put yourself
in the same position as Esther. You
need to fulfill the purpose that God
has for your life.
Esther's purpose was to see the
Jews saved from destruction. They
were her family. What is your purpose? Have you prayed for a long
time for your family? Sometimes the
devil may get you to think, "Oh, it
just isn't any use." That affects each
of us I am sure. Sometimes it feels as
if there is no use. Perhaps you have
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asked them to church, but they will
not come. It can become discouraging, but you need to press on. The
devil wants you to be quiet. You do
not need to be quiet because God
has something great.
Are you fulfilling God's purpose
for your life when it comes to
witnessing to lost souls? How is
your attitude? It is not God's purpose for your life for you to have a
wrong attitude. When others do
sinful things around you, such as
cussing, drinking, and smoking,
how do you react? How do you
react when someone tells a dirty
joke? Do you giggle along with
them? If so, you are not fulfilling
God's purpose. He wants you to
take a stand against such things.
Everybody needs to take a stand
against what they believe is wrong.
If you are not taking a stand against
wrong, it is either because you are
afraid to do so or because you do not
believe it is wrong. You need to
trust in God. You need to take a
stand for what you know is right
and stand against wrong.
You do not have to go up to a
person and say: "I don't want you to
cuss in front of me anymore. I don't
like that." First, you can live the life
before them, and they may say, "Oh,
I'm sorry about that." Second, you
can answer their questions and be
merciful to them, just as Christ was
merciful to you, and be patient with
them. Sometimes they might slip up
and say something wrong around
you, but you need to make sure that
they know you are against it.
Can the world see something
different in your life? If they do not,
you are not fulfilling your purpose
in this life. Lights have a purpose.
They shine so that we can see. For
the world to see spiritual things,
God's people need to shine as lights.
Doing God's Will
Through Adversity
Another person in the Bible who
had a purpose in life was Joseph.
Have you ever felt that nobody
understands or cares about you?
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Joseph went through that; yet he
trusted God, and he knew that God
had a purpose for his life. He had a
vision of what God had for his life.
God is in control. No matter what
you go through, God is there, and
He has a reason for your being
there.
Joseph trusted God. In Genesis,
Chapter 37, Israel was sending out
Joseph to see if his brothers were
okay. Joseph was doing a good
work. He was doing what his father
wanted him to do. Sometimes things
may not go right when God leads
you to do something. Sometimes He
will lead you one way and you will
think, "What is going on?" However,
we read in Matthew, Chapter 4, that
Jesus was led into the wilderness by
the Spirit. When He got there, everything went bad. The devil was
there to tempt Him. If God leads
you somewhere and it does not
seem to work out right, He has a
purpose for it. Sometimes you have
to go through the valley to get to the
mountain.
In Genesis 37:23-24 we find that
jealousy got hold of Joseph's brothers. They cast Joseph into a pit, and
that was bad enough. They could
have left him there, and that would
have accomplished what they wanted to accomplish. However, God did
not want Joseph in that pit. After
Joseph's brothers pulled him out of
the pit, they sold him into slavery.
Think of the pain and the suffering
that he must have felt for his family
to turn against him.
In verse 36 we find that the
ownership of Joseph was transferred
to Potiphar. When Potiphar put
Joseph in control of his whole household, things started turning for the
better for Joseph. Everything looked
good. Next, he met Potiphar's wife.
You never want to meet a wife like
her. Potiphar's wife was attracted to
Joseph, and when he refused her,
she lied about Joseph, and then he
was cast into prison. He was cast
into a place where he really did not
want to be. He was probably thinking, "God blessed me; I was number
two in that household, and all of a

sudden I am in prison."
Once again, God exalted Joseph
in the prison keeper's eyes. While
Joseph was in prison, he interpreted
the dreams of the king's butler and
his baker. One of them got his job
back and the other one was hanged.
Joseph asked the butler to remember
him when he went back to his master's house and speak to the king
about his situation. Eventually Pharaoh exalted Joseph when Joseph
interpreted his dream. Joseph let
him know that a famine was coming. He said there would be seven
fat years and then seven lean years.
The famine came upon them,
and Joseph gave them advice about
how to take care of it. Pharaoh put
Joseph in charge. I thought about
this. Joseph was second at Potiphar's
house, he was placed second in
charge of the keeper of the prison,
and he was second in Pharaoh's
house. With God we are always
second. God is always first, and we
need to keep Him in that position.
When Joseph's brothers went to
Egypt to buy food, they stood before
Joseph, but they did not recognize
him. When they learned that Joseph
was the governor, fear ran through
them, because they knew all the bad
things they had done to him.
Genesis 45:3-8 reads: "And
Joseph said unto his brethren, I am
Joseph; doth my father yet live? And
his brethren could not answer him;
for they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said unto his
brethren, Come near to me, I pray
you. And they came near. And he
said, I am Joseph your brother,
whom ye sold into Egypt. Now
therefore be not grieved, nor angry
with yourselves, that ye sold me
hither: for God did send me before
you to preserve life. For these two
years hath the famine been in the
land: and yet there are five years, in
the which there shall neither be
earing nor harvest. And God sent
me before you to preserve you a
posterity in the earth, and to save
your lives by a great deliverance. So
now it was not you that sent me
hither, but God: and he hath made

me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of
all his house, and a ruler throughout
all the land of Egypt."
God had a purpose for Joseph's
life. That is what he was telling
them. What was his purpose? It was
to save them and their families.
Again, verse 5 says, "Now therefore
be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for
God did send me before you to
preserve life."
Joseph's purpose was to go
ahead and be used to save his own
family from death. Christian friend,
you need to keep in mind that one of
your main purposes is to see your
family and friends saved. However,
you need to keep in mind that you
are going to have to go through
some things, just as Joseph did to get
his family saved. You might have to
suffer and go through some things,
because the devil is going to battle
you. Are you willing to go through
them? Are you fulfilling God's purpose in your life? Joseph went
through a lot to fulfill the purpose
that God had for him. Are you willing to go through what Joseph did to
see your family saved?
Your Responsibility to Others
What are some things that could
be God's purpose in your life? Ephesians 4:11 says, "And he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers." These are a few gifts,
but there are many gifts that God
has for His people. One of our purposes is to witness to our neighbors.
We each have a responsibility to
reach out to others.
Stephen was called to be a waiter of tables. Acts 6:1-5 reads: "And in
those days, when the number of the
disciples was multiplied, there arose
a murmuring of the Grecians against
the Hebrews, because their widows
were neglected in the daily ministration. Then the twelve called the
multitude of the disciples unto
them, and said, It is not reason that
we should leave the word of God,
and serve tables.
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"Wherefore, brethren, look ye
out among you seven men of honest
report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this business. But we will give
ourselves continually to prayer,
and to the ministry of the word. And
the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost
[and they chose a few other
brethren]. . . ."
What was their purpose? It was
to wait tables and to take care of the
widows. Stephen was waiting tables, but what were the requirements? They were to have an honest
report and to be full of the Holy
Ghost and wisdom. You might have
the purpose of cleaning the church
building, but you still have to be full
of the Holy Ghost, full of wisdom,
and honest. You cannot be a liar.
You must have these requirements
just as Stephen did to wait tables.
Being a helper in a local
congregation is a great responsibility. It is a purpose that God has
placed on some. It could be anything
from starting a ministry for the
homeless, visiting the prisons, or
visiting nursing homes. Whatever
God calls you to do, you need to
fulfill that purpose in your life; but
you must fulfill God's requirements.
No matter what God calls you to do
in your life, it is a great responsibility. There are no big I's and little
you's in the church. The church is
equal; we each have a job to do.
You do not choose your purpose
in life; it comes from God. He is the
only One who gives you purpose in
life. Romans 8:28 says, "And we
know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according
to his purpose."
Romans 9:17 says, "For the
scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even
for this same purpose have I raised
thee up, that I might show my
power in thee, and that my name
might be declared throughout all the
earth." Pharaoh was raised up for a
purpose, and it was to glorify God.
One purpose for each of us is that
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God is going to show His power in
our lives. He shows it in a sin-free
life, one that sinners can look upon
and desire, one that the world can
see a difference in. We need to show
forth that kind of light and understanding, and it takes God. Also, it
takes prayer, reading the Word, and
attending the church services whenever the doors are open. Every
Christian needs to reach out to others. How does God show His
power? He does it through His
people living holy, clean lives, free
from sin.
Glorifying God
I thought of Job and of how the
devil came in with the sons of God.
The devil comes to church. He is
more dedicated to coming to church
than some people are. He came right
in with the children of God and, in
essence, God said, "Where have you
been?" The devil said that he had
been going to and fro throughout
the land. What did God say? He
said, in so many words, "Have you
considered my servant Job? He is
one who eschews evil."
Second Timothy 1:9 reads, "Who
hath saved us, and called us with an
holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world
began." Each member of the body
needs to be careful to stay within the
realm of his purpose that God has
for him. If God makes you a singer,
then you need to do that. If God
made you a prayer warrior, you
need to be doing it. You need to be
praying constantly. You need to stay
within the realm of what God has
called you to do.
Second Timothy 3:10 says, "But
thou hast fully known my doctrine,
manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience." Paul
told Timothy, in essence: "You know
how I have lived. You know the
purpose of my life." Timothy saw
that God had given Paul a purpose
in life. Paul had a purpose, Esther
had a purpose, Joseph had a pur12

pose, Ruth had a purpose, and Jesus
Christ definitely had a purpose in
life. Above anything else, Jesus had
the most important purpose in this
life.
First John 3:8 states, "He that
committeth sin is of the devil; for the
devil sinneth from the beginning.
For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil." Jesus' purpose was to destroy the works of the
devil when He died on the Cross.
He can only do this when a person
confesses and forsakes his sins.
Then, and only then, can He destroy
the works of the devil in an individual's life. He needs to turn his back
on it, confess it, and forsake it. If a
Christian falls flat on his face, he
needs to get up and go again. If you
are battling something, such as attitudes, bitterness, or whatever it may
be, Jesus wants to destroy it; however, it is going to take confessing
and forsaking it. If you are fighting
bitterness, you have to turn from
that bitterness. If you are fighting
attitudes, you have to turn from
those attitudes. Jesus' purpose was
to destroy the works of the devil.
Has the Lord been real in your
life? Has He destroyed the works of
the devil in your life? Has He
cleaned up your heart and destroyed every way the devil was
working in your life? That is something you need to check each and
every day. When you wake up and
go to your prayer closet, you need to
check that. You need to make sure
that everything is cleaned up. You
need to make sure that every sin
that was there in the past is not
there anymore, and make sure that
it is not coming back so that you can
be free to fulfill the purpose that
God has for your life.
What is the main purpose of
your life? We all have different
purposes in life, but it is all summed
up in one Scripture. First Corinthians 6:19-20 reads: "What? know ye
not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you,
which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own? For ye are bought
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with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which
are God's." The Christian's purpose
is to glorify God. How can you do
that? You may witness to your
neighbors. If you glorify God in
your life, all these other things will
fall into place. You have to do all
these other things in order for God
to get the glory. You have to reach
out to your neighbor and reach out
to people you work with. The
question is, Are you glorifying God?
Romans 15:1-6 reads: "We then
that are strong ought to bear the
infirmities of the weak, and not to
please ourselves. Let every one of us
please his neighbour for his good to
edification. For even Christ pleased
not himself; but, as it is written, The
reproaches of them that reproached
thee fell on me. For whatsoever
things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope. Now
the God of patience and consolation
grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ
Jesus: That ye may with one mind
and one mouth glorify God, even
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."
Does God get glory by what you
think or say? Verse 6 says, "That ye
may with one mind and one mouth
glorify God." If you say things that
you should not say, God is not getting glory. If you are talking about
someone behind his or her back,
God is not getting the glory. If you
run down the pastor, God is not
getting the glory. The Bible says to
speak that which is edifying. If you
say things and God is not getting the
glory, it is corruption, or evil. Ephesians 4:29 says, in so many words,
"Let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth, but that
which is edifying [or uplifting]." If
you say things that are not edifying
or things that do not encourage
another, you are not glorifying God.
First Peter 4:16 says, "Yet if any
man suffer as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed; but let him glorify
God on this behalf." We are going to
be made fun of in this world. We are

going to be scorned and abused. I
read a book entitled Personal Experiences, and it tells of some of the persecution that the saints have suffered in the past. One brother was
baptizing people and others were
throwing sticks and rocks at them.
As Christians, we are going to suffer. People are going to talk about
you and run you down. If persecution gets to the point where people
are throwing rocks at you and beating you for Christ's sake, would the
things you think or say glorify God?
A bad attitude does not glorify God.
If someone talks against you, do you
take an attitude that does not glorify
God? I have heard of people saying
bad things about me, and it does
irritate me a little, but I just pray for
them and think, "That is just the way
those people are." People who run
others down and talk about others
behind their backs need salvation.
Bad words do not glorify God.
Telling dirty jokes, cussing when
you get upset, or throwing wrenches
does not glorify God. An argumentative spirit does not glorify God.
When someone says something that
you disagree with, are you ready to
argue and throw up your fists? That
would not glorify God. Remember,
when bad things happen, it is to the
glory of God.

God has a great purpose for the
life of the Christian. If you have not
been fulfilling God's purpose in
your life and you are a Christian,
you need to ask God to help you. If
you have been letting down a little,
have not been reading the Bible as
you should, have not been witnessing as you should, and have not
been doing the things a Christian
should do to maintain spirituality,
then you need to ask God to help
you to overcome and to help you to
be in the position where you can
fulfill His purpose in your life. If
you are a sinner, you need to be
saved. You need to allow God to
clean you up and give you what you
stand in need of.
As I was studying for this
message, I thought about what
prevents some people from really
selling out to God and fulfilling His
purpose. The one word that came to
my mind was worldliness. If you are
not careful, you will let too much
worldly goods, worldly atmospheres, or worldly music interfere
with your fulfilling God's purpose
in your life. How much desire do
you truly have to go out to a lost
and dying world and talk to people
about their souls?
Worldliness will cost you if you
do not get delivered from it. If that

music you are listening to is ungodly, it is going to cost you. You
are not going to get away with it.
You may think that it is okay to
listen to it and still be saved, but it is
going to affect you down the road, if
it has not affected you already. If
you are looking at things that you
should not be looking at, it is going
to affect you down the road. God
has a purpose for your life, and it
does not consist of sitting in front of
a television set. It does not consist of
listening to ungodly music or going
to places that are not edifying to the
saints of God. It consists of the Word
of God, reaching out to souls,
getting your soul fed, and getting
uplifted.
We are here for one purpose
only, and that is to glorify God and
to reach out to others. As a Christian, your main purpose in life is to
see souls saved. When you get away
from that and start allowing little
things in your life, you are heading
down the road to destruction. If you
are heading down the wrong road,
you are not fulfilling God's purpose,
and you need to get turned around.
Then you can grow spiritually, and
others can be saved.
(Com pact Disc TR-620E)

Are You Fulfilling God's
Purpose in Your Life?
If you are a sinner, you have not
repented of your sins, and you are
not fulfilling God's purpose in your
life. If you are not fulfilling God's
purpose in your life, you are heading for destruction. Destruction
awaits you. You need to fulfill God's
purpose in your life to make Heaven
your home.
Second Peter 3:9 tells us that
God is not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to
repentance. That is God's purpose
for you, sinner friend, backslider. If
you are having problems spiritually,
He wants you to get it fixed. He
wants you to make Heaven your
home.

R ea l Christia ns a re forgiven, forgiving,
a nd for giving.
T heir sins a re forgiven by God.
T hey them selves forgive those who
wrong them .
And a generous spirit prom pts them to
give cheerfully to the work of the
Lord.
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Choosing the Right
Companion

The most important decision
that anyone will ever make in life is
choosing whether or not to be a
child of God. I was brought up in a
godly home, and I was made to
realize that. I was six years of age
when I got saved, and I can still
remember how I felt. I knew that I
was a sinner. I felt that I was the
worst sinner in that church building.
There are things in my treasure
chest of memories that I am going to
mention. My godly parents taught
me the great value of prayer, and
they taught me how to pray. We
prayed in the car, in the house, and
everywhere we went. We prayed
about nearly everything. I lived in a
wonderful atmosphere, but living
in that atmosphere did not save
me. It did instill wonderful principles in me, but there came a time
when I had to do something about
salvation.
Divine healing is the first thing
that I want to pull out of my treasure chest, but that is not my subject.
When my mother was a baby, her
parents trusted the Lord for divine
healing. As a baby, she suffered
blood poisoning, and they thought
she was going to die. Her mother
wrote to some people from the
Church of God, and they sent her an
anointed handkerchief. Now, there
was no healing power in a handkerchief, but the healing came through
obedience to the Word of God. She
laid that handkerchief on my mother
as a baby, and soon she was healed.
My mother kept that handkerchief,
and many times she shouted praises
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to God with that little hanky for
how He healed her. God healed her
many, many more times.
The main thing I want to focus
on is how to find the right companion. The second most important
decision that you will ever make is
marrying the right person. This was
instilled in me as a little girl. One of
my favorite bedtime stories as a little
girl was how Momma and Daddy
met. I often said, "Tell me how God
brought you together." I heard that
story over and over. As I heard it
repeatedly, it was instilled in me
how serious it is to get the right
companion. The things that you
learn early in life are the things that
stay with you. It created a fear in me
of marrying the wrong person.
I want to tell you briefly how
Mom and Dad met. Mother lived in
Tennessee, and my dad lived in
Oklahoma. My mother was one of
seven children. She was a twin, and
her daddy was a preacher. She
wanted a minister for a husband,
and she wanted one who trusted
the Lord for healing. She said, "I
covenanted in my heart that if I have
to stay home with Mom and Dad for
the rest of my life, that is what I will
do, because I am not going to make
a mistake and marry out of the order
of the Lord."
She started praying, and the
Scripture that she used was Psalm
37:4-5: "Delight thyself also in the
LORD; and he shall give thee the
desires of thine heart. Commit thy
way unto the LORD; trust also in
him; and he shall bring it to pass."
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My mother was in Tennessee
praying, and Daddy was in Oklahoma. Young person, if you are still
waiting for a companion, perhaps
God still has to bring him or her in
for you. You need to be patient.
Mom put in her request, and that
was fine as long as her petition was
in line with the Lord's Word. My
dad told his mother that he wanted
someone who could play the piano,
who could sing alto, and who had
blue eyes. Well, he got everything
but the blue eyes; Mom had hazel
eyes.
My dad, in Oklahoma, was
engaged to someone else. I want you
to look at how God works. He was
engaged to a United Brethren pastor's daughter. My dad had to drive
sixty miles to go to the Church of
God, so the family attended the
United Brethren Church one
Sunday, and the next Sunday they
drove sixty miles to the Church of
God. Back and forth they went.
This lady wanted my dad to
marry her. She was teaching school,
but he did not have a job. He had
enough principle to know that it was
not a good idea to get married when
he did not have a job. Also, he said
one argument they would always
come down to was about the Church
of God. She said, "Let's just forget
both churches and join some other
church." My dad did not like that
idea. He just kept holding out for
the Church of God, and one day she
got out of the car, slammed the door,
and was done with him. I will not go
[continued on page 25]

Genesis 6:1 And it came to pass,
when men began to multiply on the face
of the earth, and daughters were born
unto them,

2 That the sons of God saw the
daughters of men that they were fair;
and they took them wives of all which
they chose.

3 And the LORD said, My spirit
shall not always strive with man, for
that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be
an hundred and twenty years.

Brother Donald Orr
God's Spirit Will Not
Always Strive With Man
From Creation to the time of
Abraham, people lived for a long
period of time. You can read of the
lineage of Adam, Enoch, Methuselah, and all those people who lived
several hundred years. Before the
flood many sinful conditions were in
the land that caused God to say, in
essence: "I have had enough. I am
done with these sinful people. These
people have gone too far from Me."
They failed to follow God in righteous principles. I want you to think
about this: only Noah and his family

were saved from destruction. No
doubt, you know the story of Noah,
how he continued to preach until
the door of the ark was shut. When
the door of the ark was shut, it was
too late for the people to seek God.
That phrase "too late" is really sad.
Sometimes it is uttered in our day
and time. It brings sadness because
death is final, and there is no second
chance.
A frightening thought is that, of
all those people who lived in the
land during that time, only eight
souls were saved. We do not know
exactly how many people lived at
that time, but only Noah and his
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family were saved. Only Noah and
his family found grace in the eyes of
God. That is a serious thought.
Jesus, when speaking of His
return, asked in Luke 18:8b, "Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?"
Verse 3 of our Scripture text says,
"My spirit shall not always strive
with man." There will come a time
when God is not going to plead with
man any more. It is only the mercy
of God that He continues to deal
with souls time after time. In each
service when the message goes forth
and the Spirit of God deals with
people's hearts, that is the mercy of
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God, but that can end.
Another Scripture, speaking of
Noah, says in Matthew 24:35-39:
"Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass away.
But of that day and hour knoweth
no man, no, not the angels of
heaven, but my Father only [He was
talking about the end of time]. But
as the days of Noe were, so shall
also the coming of the Son of man
be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, And knew not
until the flood came, and took them
all away; so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be." What does that
tell you? It tells you that life will
continue as usual right up to the
very end. Everything will appear as
normal. However, for the saints who
look for His appearing, there will be
signs showing that Jesus will appear
soon. We anticipate His appearing,
but the sinner will continue as on
any other day.
God Is Not Mocked
In the Old Testament we can
read that Nebuchadnezzar had a
dream, and Daniel interpreted that
dream. In the dream he had a vision
of a great image, and in the interpretation Daniel said Nebuchadnezzar
was the head of gold in this image.
Nebuchadnezzar became puffed up
in himself, and God brought judgment against him. Let us look at
Belshazzar his grandson. Daniel 5:16 reads: "Belshazzar the king made
a great feast to a thousand of his
lords, and drank wine before the
thousand. Belshazzar, whiles he
tasted the wine, commanded to
bring the golden and silver vessels
which his father Nebuchadnezzar
had taken out of the temple which
was in Jerusalem; that the king, and
his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein.
"Then they brought the golden
vessels that were taken out of the
temple of the house of God which
was at Jerusalem; and the king, and
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his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. They drank
wine, and praised the gods of gold,
and of silver, of brass, of iron, of
wood, and of stone. In the same
hour came forth fingers of a man's
hand, and wrote over against the
candlestick upon the plaster of the
wall of the king's palace: and the
king saw the part of the hand that
wrote. Then the king's countenance
was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his
loins were loosed, and his knees
smote one against another."
Belshazzar knew that he was not
doing right, and he knew that this
was not an ordinary happening. It
was not something that was good
for him. He knew better because he
knew all that had befallen his
grandfather. Daniel 4:28-33 states:
"All this came upon the king
Nebuchadnezzar [in the vision he
was the head of gold, and that went
to his head]. At the end of twelve
months he walked in the palace of
the kingdom of Babylon.
"The king spake, and said, Is not
this great Babylon, that I have built
for the house of the kingdom by the
might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? [You see, there is
no reference to God in that. He was
walking around his palace saying,
'Look at all that I have done.'] While
the word was in the king's mouth,
there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to
thee it is spoken; The kingdom is
departed from thee. And they shall
drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the
field: they shall make thee to eat
grass as oxen, and seven times shall
pass over thee, until thou know that
the most High ruleth in the kingdom
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever
he will. The same hour was the
thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from
men, and did eat grass as oxen, and
his body was wet with the dew of
heaven, till his hairs were grown
like eagles' feathers, and his nails
like birds' claws."
You may say that is almost
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unhuman, but remember he was
dealing with God. God can do anything. Belshazzar knew that God
was not one to mess with. He knew
better than to do what he did. He
knew that he should not think of
himself more highly than he ought
to, but he took the vessels of God's
house and used them for his drunken party. To make the matter worse,
he praised the gods of gold, silver,
brass, iron, wood, and stone. Those
golden vessels were reserved for the
temple of God. Belshazzar died that
very night by the hands of his enemies. Nebuchadnezzar's judgment
happened in the same hour.
Belshazzar's happened within
hours. God is not mocked. The same
is true yesterday, today, and forever.
Putting Off Salvation
We have an account in the New
Testament about a rich man. Let us
read the words of Christ speaking in
a parable. Luke 12:16-21 states:
"And he spake a parable unto them,
saying, The ground of a certain rich
man brought forth plentifully: And
he thought within himself [he did
not have to speak it as Nebuchadnezzar did; he just thought
within himself], saying, What shall
I do, because I have no room where
to bestow my fruits? And he said,
This will I do: I will pull down my
barns, and build greater; and there
will I bestow all my fruits and my
goods. And I will say to my soul,
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up
for many years; take thine ease, eat,
drink, and be merry. But God said
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy
soul shall be required of thee: then
whose shall those things be, which
thou hast provided? So is he that
layeth up treasure for himself, and is
not rich toward God."
The rich man failed to acknowledge God for his increase of goods.
He failed to acknowledge that God
had provided all those things for
him. He thought all his own labors
made his barns full. He failed to
prepare for eternity, the life after
death. This life will be over some

day. Sometimes people live as
though they are going to live forever. Jesus is coming back, no matter
what the scoffers say. No matter
what people may say, there will be
an end. A lot has been said of 2012
being the end of the world. Many
people have predicted when the end
of time would come, but they were
wrong.
Do we know when the end of
time will come? No. No man knows
the time. God is the only One who
knows when the end of time will
come. Each of us will have an end to
our lives here on this earth. It could
be with the Second Coming of Jesus
or it could happen before that, but
our appointed time will happen.
Each one of us is getting older, and
when we get older, we realize that
our time is short. Even as a young
person, you do not know when your
life might end. The obituaries are
filled with people of all ages.
The enemy of our souls would
like for you to put off salvation. He
wants you to avoid anything that
would cause you to seriously consider your end. Nevertheless, there
will be an end at some point to your
life. When life is over, there is no
starting over again. You get only
one shot at this life.
Life is not virtual, but it is the
real thing. Sometimes society today
gets caught up in trying to make
everything virtual. If you are not
careful, you are going to think your
life is virtual, that you are just acting
out things. No, your life is the real
deal, and you only have one chance
in your life.
The enemy's job is to keep your
mind occupied with everything
except the voice of God talking to
you. Sometimes God will talk to you
about what you are doing with your
life. God works in many different
ways to deal with people. As they
travel down life's pathway, God will
come to them and say, "What are
you doing? Where are you going?"
He is trying to wake people up to
the direction they are heading,
knowing that they are heading for
destruction. God is saying, "The way

you are going is wrong, so you need
to turn around." Deep down inside,
they know that God is right. The
Spirit of God is telling the Truth, but
many people do not want to listen.
They want to put off salvation and
put eternity out of their minds and
not think about it. God's way is the
best way, and God's way is the only
way.
The children sing a song that
says, "You can't go to Heaven
without salvation," and that is true.
Getting to Heaven any other way is
not going to happen. Many people
in the religious world today are
trying to do exactly that. They are
trying to do some good works,
memorize some creed, and go
through some religious motions to
gain entrance to Heaven. Some people seem to think there is a balance
scale in Heaven where God weighs
all their good deeds versus their bad
deeds in life. They hope that their
good deeds will outweigh their bad
deeds. That is contrary to what the
Bible has to say about it.
A Promise to All
Do you really want to go to
Heaven? Anybody in their right
mind should say, "Absolutely, I
want to go to Heaven." Have you
focused your mind on the things of
God long enough to consider
Heaven? During a service when the
Spirit of God is really dealing with
souls, the enemy does his best to
distract and divert attention to anything except focusing on what is
being said. The Holy Spirit works on
souls to get them to seriously consider salvation.
There is only one way to
Heaven: you must be born again. In
John 3:3 Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I
say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God." Jesus was speaking to Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, concerning being born again. He did
not understand what Jesus meant, so
Jesus tried to explain to him the
principle of being born again. In
essence, He said: "You must ask God
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • J a nua ry 2 0 1 3

for forgiveness for all the sins that
you have ever commited. You must
come clean and ask God to live
within you. He is faithful." First
John 1:9 says, "If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." That is a promise
in the Bible to all.
My question is, What are you
waiting for? If you are unsaved, you
need to think about this. You know
what you need to do, so what are
you waiting for? Some people are
waiting for a convenient season, or
the perfect time to be saved. The
enemy works in many different
ways to cause people to procrastinate. Often he convinces people that
this is not the perfect time to get
saved. You cannot plan your salvation around what you want. It does
not work that way. You must get
saved when God is ready for you to
get saved. The time to be saved is
when He is calling for you. The enemy's job is to convince you that no
time is perfect or convenient or that
you should wait until a later time.
Second Corinthians 6:2 says,
"(For he saith, I have heard thee in a
time accepted, and in the day of
salvation have I succoured [or
helped] thee: behold, now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation.)" When God is
dealing with you, that is the day to
be saved. Some have found themselves in car wrecks or some tragic
event so that God could finally talk
to them. I have heard testimonies of
people who have gone through
those things. They found themselves
upside down in a car, and it was on
that occasion when they truly needed help that they started to call upon
God. God got them exactly where
He wanted to get them to realize
what they needed to do. Now, that
is not pretty, but it is only the mercy
of God that He continues to deal
with the unsaved.
Looking on, you may think it is
terrible that some illness has befallen a sinner, but if it leads that
person to salvation, that is most
important. A soul is more important
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than this whole world. It has been
said many times that one can go to
Heaven with a sick body but not
with a sick soul.
A Trick of the Devil
God is doing all He can to awaken people to the direction that they
are heading. God may not use an
accident or an illness to speak to
you. It could be the loss of a loved
one, the loss of a job, or financial
difficulties that God uses to draw
sinners to Him. God wants to get
you to realize your need of salvation
and your need of having Him in
your life. Some people are upset
with God because there is something in their life that they are bitter
about. Who can argue with God?
Some people want to wait until
they are through with the pleasures
of sin to get saved. This is a trick of
the enemy to try to convince them
that they have not had enough fun
in life. He tells young people: "You
are still in school. You have not had
much fun. You have not done this or
that. Look at all the things that you
have missed because your parents
have kept a thumb on you." If you
listen to the devil, you will never be
finished with sin. There will always
be something else to bring pleasure.
The devil will bring a load of things
to your mind to try to satisfy you.
However, deep down inside, nothing can fill the longing in your heart
except Jesus Christ. While you are
indulging in sin and pleasure, your
life is spinning further out of control. Things do not get better. They
get worse; nevertheless, the enemy
still tries to convince you to put off
salvation.
Do you want to be saved? You
need to seriously consider that.
Many times people say, "Yes, at
some point in my life, I would like
to be saved." I was raised in the
Truth, and I know how the enemy
works. Friend, you cannot go to
Heaven without salvation. At some
point you have to be saved, which
brings me back to my main point:
What are you waiting for?
18

Do you want a clean heart? Sin
corrupts. The devices of sin make
things worse. Do you want to be free
from the control of the devil? Do
you realize that the enemy is leading you around like a bull with a big
ring in its nose? The enemy is doing
exactly that to you, but you do not
realize it at first. As you go deeper
and deeper in sin, you will start to
come to the realization that your life
is terrible. At that point, you will
have scar upon scar. Can God help
you? Absolutely! You can avoid all
those scars if you will turn your life
over to God early and say: "God,
You know what the future holds. I
want to surrender all to You." It
really bothers me to see people
who seem to show no interest in
salvation.
I think about my own life.
Before I was saved, I tried to be
happy. I tried to live it up, so to
speak. I tried to go out and do all
those things that I thought would
make me happy, even though I
knew better. Deep down inside, God
was talking to me. Sometimes it was
on my bed at night, and in vain I
tried to get my mind focused on
something else so that I could go to
sleep. God said, "What are you
doing?" I wanted a family, and I
knew that I did not want a worldly
girl. I knew that was wrong, and I
knew it would lead to absolute
disaster. When I think back on my
life, I know there is hope for others.
My parents and grandparents
were praying for me. Sinner friend,
someone is praying for you. If you
have unsaved loved ones, what are
you to do? You must hold on in
prayer. It may seem that your
prayers are not having any affect.
Sometimes you may think your
loved ones are getting worse, but
what you do not realize is that God
is working on the other side. When
tragic things happen in their lives,
often it hits them like a ton of bricks.
They say, "If I died, I would be lost."
It could be an accident where they
see somebody get killed in a wreck,
and they may realize, "That could
have been me." God works in many
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different ways, so you need to hold
on in prayer in their behalf.
Forgiveness
Some people do not get saved
because they think they have gone
too far in sin. If God is tugging at
your heart, if He is talking to you,
He wants to save you. There is hope
of salvation, and there is hope of
forgiveness. Some people have no
feelings whatsoever, and that is
scary. They continue in sin and have
no feelings of remorse. If God is
dealing with you, you are blessed.
Some people are just plain
stubborn. They know what they
need to do, but they refuse. Those
who are in that state know they
need to get saved. They know they
need to get their hearts right. They
know they need to make some
things right with people, and they
know they are going the wrong direction, yet they continue to refuse.
God has a way of dealing with
souls. He knows how to humble
people. If you are stubborn and you
want your own way, God will continue to deal with you. Sometimes
He will bring a humbling experience along to really get you to realize what you need to do. If you continue in your stubbornness of refusing, you will get to the place where
God says, "Fine, you can go the way
you want to go, and I will not deal
with you any more." God has a way
of melting hearts. He knows how to
humble you.
Some people are waiting to get
saved because they do not have the
courage to commit themselves to
God. A great battle is raging in their
minds. The devil is against what
God is telling them to do. The enemy has them so bound that they
think, "I cannot do it." The power of
God is greater, and if somebody
really wants to be saved, God will
make a way. Each saved individual
has had similar thoughts. Do not
think it strange the way the enemy
comes after you, because he has
worked on each of us the same way.
The devil is continually trying to

get you to put off salvation. God
loves you, and the saints of God are
praying that God will give you the
courage to make the right choice.
John 3:16 says, "For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." You need to stop
waiting and move toward God.
Time is moving on, and you do
not know how much time you have
left in this life; only God knows. If
you put off salvation, you are
putting off the greatest thing that
you can ever have. Why not serve
Him? You will be so glad that you
did. God will forgive you and fill
your heart with love. Do you want

to have love? You can have love like
you have never experienced it. You
can have peace so that you can lay
your head on your pillow and know
that everything is clear before God.
You can have forgiveness for
your sins. If people have wronged
you and done terrible things to you,
you can forgive them and say, "I am
not going to hold it against them
anymore." You can have the happiness that many people are striving
for in the world today. They are
striving for happiness, searching
everywhere to try to find something
that can provide real happiness.
Friend, happiness is not found in the
bottle, in a pill, in a syringe, or in
false religion. Happiness is found in

Jesus Christ.
If you will surrender to God, He
will fill you with His Holy Spirit. He
will help you to live each day for
Him. We cannot live this life without the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy
Spirit in you that enables you to live
this way. What are you waiting for?
Many promises in the Bible confirm
that God will provide all you need
to accomplish what He has asked
you to do. He will give you courage,
boldness, understanding, and victory. He will work out those problems that you think you are going to
face. Why? Because He is God.
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from the faith by giving heed to
seducing spirits. These spirits work
through ungodly men who are out
to move the Christian away from
their solid position in Christ. They
attempt to introduce ideas or theories that are contrary to sound Bible principles. In many cases these
seducers will speak evil of and even
mock the righteous standards prescribed in the Gospel. If possible,
they will try to convince the saints
that holiness of heart and life is
antiquated, unnecessary, or out of
date. God's Word has never
changed; it is the same today as it
has always been.
In Jude's letter to the church,
he warned all to be on guard of
individuals who would pervert the
way of Christianity. They creep in
unnoticed, appearing upright outwardly. However, their purpose is
to defile and turn the grace of God
into lasciviousness. Often they consider themselves to possess a higher
intellect than others. With this
advanced wisdom and insight, they
believe God has given them greater
light and understanding. This
"greater light" allows them more
liberty and freedom to do as they
please. However, the evidence of
this theory reveals that a yielding
to a more worldly way of living has

occurred. Beware, saint, with greater light and understanding also
comes greater responsibility. Increased light is bestowed to draw
the recipient closer to the Savior,
not closer to the world.
Jude in his letter was also
attempting to stir and challenge the
people of God to earnestly contend
for the faith they had once received.
He was concerned with the falling
away that they were being affected
with. Instead of succumbing to
these apostate conditions, he encouraged them to fight the good
fight of faith. In verse 20 he told
them to build themselves up in the
most holy faith and to pray. We can
win in the lukewarm and apostate
age if we will hold fast to the precious things that God has entrusted
us with. Who knows how much
longer it will be before the Lord
comes to lift His bride up to Glory?
Let us be faithful and hold fast!

Savior. He is the only One who
will see you through these troublesome times. Men may fail, and nations may fall, but there is victory
in the Lord! Psalm 91:7 tells us, "A
thousand shall fall at thy side, and
ten thousand at thy right hand; but
it shall not come nigh thee." Why
will it not come nigh? Because you
have firmly placed your hand in
God's hand. You are dwelling in the
secret place of the Most High. Being
in Christ is the only safe haven for
the soul of man. When you hold fast
to Him, He will hold fast to you.
The Apostle Paul told us, "We
are troubled on every side, yet not
distressed; we are perplexed, but
not in despair; Persecuted, but not
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed" (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). What
was he saying? We may be handicapped in many ways, but we are
not beyond the point of getting help
and relief. We may lack understanding on certain matters or be
puzzled about things, but we are
never driven to a place of despair or
hopelessness. No matter how dark
the picture may be or how great the
burden, God is still on His throne,
and He greatly cares for us.
In 1 Timothy 4:1 Paul told
Timothy that some would depart
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Hebrews 2:3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him.

Brother Larry Dishman
Your Personal Responsibility
to God
In this message I want to discuss
some things that you cannot escape.
There are some inevitable facts that
each of us must face. You might be
ignorant of them, disbelieve them,
or even reject them; however, you
cannot do away with these things.
You may choose to ignore, neglect,
or despise them, but this in no way
frees you from them. What are these
things that you cannot escape? First,
you cannot escape your personal
responsibility to God. God always
has and always will hold men
responsible.
In the beginning of time God
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told Adam and Eve not to eat the
fruit of a particular tree. In the latter
part of Genesis 2:17, God said, "In
the day that thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die." Once Adam and
Eve partook of the fruit of that tree,
they were responsible. In this age
man must come to God through
Christ, and Christ has laws to which
we all are responsible. It is an inevitable fact that Christ requires us to
we believe. The Bible lets us know
in Hebrews 11:6, "But without faith
it is impossible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him."
Christ also requires that each
individual repents of his sins. We
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read in Acts 17:30, "And the times of
this ignorance God winked at; but
now commandeth all men every
where to repent." God also calls
upon men to confess and believe.
Romans 10:9 says, "That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved."
Every individual is responsible
to obey these laws in the Word of
God. No one can obey the Word of
God for you. You might have a
pastor who loves you and who is
concerned about your soul, but he
cannot obey the Word of God for
you. Young person, you might have
parents who love you and care

about what happens to you, but they
cannot obey the Word of God for
you. If you are married, your companion may be saved, but he or she
cannot obey the commandments of
God's Word for you. You may decide to ignore these commandments
and reject these laws, but that does
not free you from them.
The Bible says in John 8:24, "I
said therefore unto you, that ye shall
die in your sins: for if ye believe not
that I am he, ye shall die in your
sins." This is what Jesus said about
it. If you do not believe that Jesus is
the Savior, you are going to die in
your sins. Jesus preached this very
clearly in the beginning of His ministry. He said in Luke 13:3, "I tell
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish." You may
ignore or reject these commandments, but that does not free you
from these commandments in the
Word of God.
Remaining Faithful to God
Every Christian has a personal
responsibility to remain faithful
after conversion. We read in Revelation 2:10, "Be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown
of life." How long must you remain
faithful? You must remain faithful
until death. If you do so, the promise is that He will give you a crown
of life.
Matthew 10:22 states, "But he
that endureth to the end shall be
saved." You must practice pure and
undefiled religion. Just any religion
will not do. It is often said, "Join the
church of your choice." On the authority of God's Word, I am telling
you that just any religion is not good
enough, because the Bible talks
about pure religion. Anything short
of pure religion is not good. James
1:27 says, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep
himself unspotted from the world."
The responsibility that every
Christian has is to keep himself unspotted from the world. Friend, you

must not be just a hearer of the
Word. According to the Bible, you
must be a doer of the Word of God.
James 1:25 says, "But whoso looketh
into the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be blessed in
his deed." Those who are unfaithful
will be lost. That is an inevitable fact
that we all must face. If you do not
remain faithful to the end, you are
going to be lost eternally.
Someone may say: "Well, I got a
good start. I got on fire for God as a
young Christian." Wonderful! That
is great, but how is your Christian
experience today? You must realize
that your personal responsibility is
to help others get saved and live for
God. You have a responsibility to be
a soul winner. Proverbs 11:30 states,
"He that winneth souls is wise." You
have a responsibility to pick up a
fallen brother or sister should he or
she fall by the wayside. James 5:20
says, "Let him know, that he which
converteth the sinner from the error
of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of
sins."
Parents have a personal
responsibility to train their children
in the things of God. Many parents
give their children everything but
the knowledge of God. They are
good to them in many ways. They
supply their children with food,
clothing, fine homes, money, and
good educations, but not real Bible
training.
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 tells us:
"And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart: And thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up."
Parents have a responsibility to their
children to bring them up in the fear
and admonition of the Lord. They
owe it to their children to be worthy
examples. Are you a good example
to your children when it comes to
Bible study? Your children know
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whether or not you study the Bible.
Also, you owe your children a worthy example of worship with the
saints of God. Your children know if
you miss church over flimsy little
reasons. You owe your children godly conduct in your speech as well.
Ephesians 6:4 reads, "And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the
Lord."
Parents have a responsibility to
their children, and children have a
responsibility to the parents. What is
the responsibility that children have
to their parents? Children must obey
their parents. In Ephesians 6:1-3 we
read: "Children, obey your parents
in the Lord: for this is right. Honour
thy father and mother; (which is the
first commandment with promise;)
That it may be well with thee, and
thou mayest live long on the earth."
We are living in a time when many
people do not want responsibility.
However, as the people of God, we
have some responsibilities that we
cannot escape. Therefore, God is
going to hold each of us responsible.
God's All-Seeing Eye
The second thing that you
cannot escape is the all-seeing eye of
God. One dear older sister used to
sing, "There's an eye watching you."
Friend, we cannot escape the allseeing eye of God. Proverbs 15:3
says, "The eyes of the LORD are in
every place, beholding the evil and
the good." You need to think about
that when you turn on your computer. "The eyes of the LORD" are
watching you. When you turn on
the radio, "The eyes of the LORD" are
right there. He sees the things that
you look at, the things you read, the
things you watch, and the things
you do. This great truth should restrain you from sinning and cause
you to always guard your words
and deeds.
Hebrews 4:13 reads, "Neither is
there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of
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him with whom we have to do." We
cannot hide anything from God. He
sees the way you live. God sees all
that you do. You may wish that you
could be free from His all-seeing
eye, but God is always watching.
God sees the wicked, the lazy, and
the indifferent. He sees all the evil
that people do in secret under the
cover of darkness. My mind goes to
an Old Testament Scripture in Numbers 32:23 that says, "Be sure your
sin will find you out." You may endeavor to hide your sins, but you
can be sure that your sins will find
you out. Friend, even your thoughts
are known by God. He knows the
very thoughts and the very intents
of your heart. You cannot hide from
God.
The Psalmist wrote in Psalm
139:7-10: "Whither shall I go from
thy spirit? or whither shall I flee
from thy presence? If I ascend up
into heaven, thou art there: if I make
my bed in hell, behold, thou art
there. If I take the wings of the
morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea; Even there shall thy
hand lead me, and thy right hand
shall hold me."
God knows the very thoughts
and the imaginations of your heart.
We read in 1 Chronicles 28:9, "The
LORD searcheth all hearts, and
understandeth all the imaginations
of the thoughts." This is the reason
we are told in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5:
"(For the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal, but mighty through God
to the pulling down of strong holds;)
Casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ."
It is no wonder the Bible says in
Proverbs 4:23, "Keep thy heart with
all diligence; for out of it are the
issues of life." We must be careful
along these lines.
How Is Your Influence?
The third thing that you cannot
escape is having an influence on
those around you. What kind of
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influence are you having upon your
family? What kind of influence are
you having upon your friends?
What kind of influence are you having on the job where you work? We
each have some type of influence
over other individuals. Paul stated
in 2 Corinthians 3:2, "Ye are our
epistle written in our hearts, known
and read of all men." Your having
some kind of influence over others is
inevitable, whether it is good or bad.
Someone may say, "I think I
have a neutral influence." A neutral
influence falls into the realms of a
bad influence, because the Bible
says in Matthew 12:30, "He that is
not with me is against me; and he
that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad." Jesus taught His disciples that we are the salt of the earth
and the light of the world. In Matthew 5:13-14a He said: "Ye are the
salt of the earth. . . . Ye are the light
of the world." We are told to let our
light so shine that men may see our
good works and glorify the Father in
Heaven.
Friend, if you live like the devil
or if you live like the world, how are
you going to be a light to the world?
This is the reason God has called
you out of darkness, or out of the
world, so that you can live in such a
way that others will become thirsty
for the reality of God that they see in
your life. You are to be a light.
Before I got saved, those saints
with whom I came in contact were
as salt to me. In other words, the
way they lived made me thirsty for
the reality of God. As I came in contact with them, their light shined
forth, and even though I was living
in the depths of sin, I knew down
deep in my heart that if I ever got
saved, I wanted what they had.
Many years ago a mean fellow
lived a very wicked life. He was so
mean in the community that people
were afraid of him. One Sunday
morning he showed up in the
church service and sat down and
listened to the message. When the
altar call was given, he went to the
altar, but the folks were afraid that
he was there to carry out his meanG o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • J a nua ry 2 0 1 3

ness. As he knelt at the altar of
prayer, the pastor went down to
pray with him and the man claimed
to get saved.
The pastor was feeling good
about this wicked man coming to his
church and getting right with God,
so before the man got up from the
altar, the pastor said, "I would like
to know what I said in my message
that convinced you that you needed
to get saved." He said: "It was nothing that you said. In fact, I don't
know much of what you said, but
that little lady sitting in the back is
my neighbor, and she has been living the life before me for years. Her
life made me want to get saved."
You can have a positive influence
over people if you will live right.
May God help you to be that light
that God would have you to be.
When Paul wrote to the church
at Philippi, he said in Philippians
2:14-15: "Do all things without murmurings and disputings: That ye
may be blameless and harmless, the
sons of God, without rebuke, in the
midst of a crooked and perverse
nation, among whom ye shine as
lights in the world." I like the song
that says, "There's not enough darkness to put out the light." Thank
God, regardless of the darkness, you
can be a light in this wicked and
perverse generation.
You should be careful not to be
a stumbling block to any individual.
First Corinthians 15:33 says, "Be not
deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners." These facts
should constrain you to live a life of
devotion and consecration and
encourage you to refrain from evil.
The Consequences of Sin
The fourth thing that you cannot
escape is the consequences of sin.
That is an impossibility. You may
choose to sin, but one thing is certain: no one can escape the consequences of sin. That is the reason the
Bible says in Galatians 6:7-8: "Be not
deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap. For he that soweth to

his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting." Romans 6:23 reads,
"For the wages of sin is death; but
the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord."
You may choose to drink
alcohol, but you will not escape the
consequences. Whatever you sow is
going to grow. Alcohol and drugs
will harm the body, weaken the
will, destroy your influence for
good, and in the end they will damn
your soul to hell. Young person, you
may choose a life of lawlessness, sin,
and shame; but you need to remember that God is not mocked. Sin
always pays its wages.
Why would you want to
provoke God to anger? Ezekiel 8:18
says, "Therefore will I also deal in
fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: and though
they cry in mine ears with a loud
voice, yet will I not hear them."
Hosea 8:7 says, "For they have
sown the wind, and they shall reap
the whirlwind." You reap what you
sow, and you reap more than you
sow. You can choose a life of sin,
if that is what you are determined
to do, but you are going to reap
the consequences of your sin, which
will be punishment in a devil's hell.
This is an inevitable fact that we all
must face. No one can escape the
consequences of sin.
Death Is Inevitable
The fifth thing that you cannot
escape is death; it is inevitable. Unless Jesus comes first, we each will
have an appointment with death.
Hebrews 9:27 says, "And as it is
appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment." There is no
way to escape death if Jesus does
not come first. Ecclesiastes 9:5 states,
"For the living know that they shall
die." None of us will be here forever.
It is only a matter of time until each
of us steps off the scene of action. I
think of life as a single line of people, and millions of people are in
this line. One by one, individuals

are stepping off the scene of action.
One by one, they are going to their
long home. I am in that line somewhere, and so are you. You may say,
"I am a young person, so I must be
toward the back of the line." Friend,
you could be in the front of the line,
because death is no respecter of persons.
I repeat, death is an inevitable
fact that each of us must face. The
Bible lets us know that it is the way
of all the earth. It is good for you to
consider the thought of dying and
leaving this world. Why should you
consider such a thought? It will help
you to prepare for eternity as you
consider the thought of dying. You
should strive harder to be more
faithful to God as you get older. It
disturbs me when I see anyone unfaithful to God, but it disturbs me
even more when I see older people
with one foot already in the grave
who are unfaithful to God. Often
they make all kinds of excuses for
not doing what they ought to do.
You need to remember this: life
is uncertain, and death is sure.
Death is going to come to you one
day, possibly when you least expect
it. Death will end all opportunities
for the unfaithful and the disobedient to return and to repent to
God. Death will end the possibility
of getting right with God. Death will
end the possibility of making sure
that your sins are under the blood. It
will end the opportunity to be
saved, but it will begin the punishment of the lost individual in the
lake of fire. It will end God's
patience and long suffering, but it
will be the beginning of God's
wrath.
In contrast to the death of the
wicked, the death of the righteous
will be the beginning of rest and a
place of comfort. Death will end the
saint's conflict with the flesh. His
afflictions and trials will bring him a
crown of glory. I often think about
Heaven for the child of God. It is
going to be like getting paid a hundred million dollars for one day of
work, but that is not even a good
comparison of what Heaven is going
to be like.
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The Final Judgment
The sixth thing that you cannot
escape is the judgment of God. The
Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:10, "For
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad."
We will be judged by the things
written in the Scriptures. Every knee
will bow on that day, and every
tongue will confess. It will be a personal judgment. Each individual
shall give an account of his or her
life. The wife will not be judged for
the husband, and the husband will
not be judged for the wife. There
will be no wicked judges or biased
juries on that day. No excuses will
be accepted on Judgment morning.
A person cannot complain, "Well, I
just couldn't find the time for God;
and besides, there were so many
hypocrites." No excuses will be
accepted on that day.
On Judgment Day, it will be too
late for the countless millions who
are wearing names of religion, following practices, and belonging to
churches not found in God's Word.
You must be sure that the church to
which you belong is found in the
Word of God. One day you will be
judged by God. One day Pilate and
Jesus came together, and Jesus stood
in Pilate's judgment hall. One day
Pilate shall stand in Jesus' judgment
hall. One day you will stand in
Jesus' judgment hall.
The seventh thing that you
cannot escape is the verdict of God.
I want you to think about that. What
will the verdict be for you? Will it be
as Matthew 25:34 says? It reads,
"Then shall the King say unto them
on his right hand, Come, ye blessed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world." That will be the
verdict of all the saints of God, all
those who have been washed in the
blood, all those who have remained
faithful to God.
Multitudes of people will hear
the verdict in Matthew 25:41, which
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states, "Then shall he say also unto
them on the left hand, Depart from
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels." What will the verdict be for
you? "Come, ye blessed of my Father" or "Depart from me"? By determining the course of your life now,
you can determine the final verdict
of God. God's justice will be made
manifest in His verdict to exclude
from Heaven those who are
unprepared.
Are You Prepared?
Are you truly prepared for
Heaven? Are you prepared for the
end of time? The Scripture says in
Amos 4:12, "Prepare to meet thy
God." Friend, you need to make
preparations now. It will be too late
to make preparations at the Judgment. Many times it is even too late
to make preparation while you are

on your deathbed. Therefore, you
need to prepare while you have the
opportunity.
We do not know when the Lord
will come. You do not know when
death is going to overtake you. You
do not know when the end of time
will occur. This is the reason you
need to prepare now, because the
Scripture says, "To day is the day of
salvation." The Apostle Paul
brought it down closer than that in 2
Corinthians 6:2 when he said that
"now is the accepted time." Had he
said "today," that would give you
twenty-four hours, but he brought it
down narrower than that. He said
right "now is the accepted time." In a
few hours it could no longer be "the
accepted time." That time could be
over.
Are you prepared? Do you
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of the Living God? If so, you
need to confess your sins to God,

repent of your sins, and place your
faith in the Son of God. When you
obey the Gospel, the Lord will add
you to the church. In Acts 2:47b we
read, "And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be
saved."
Do you profess to be saved yet
you are unfaithful? You need to
repent and be restored to the first
love of a Christian. Jesus talked
about the possibility of your love
waxing cold or your becoming indifferent in your experience. If you
repent, God will be faithful and just
to forgive you. If you are subject to
the Lord's invitation or if you are
interested in knowing for sure that
you are saved and on your way to
Heaven, you need to press your way
to God in prayer. There are some
things that you cannot escape.
(C ompact D isc TR-725E)

ONLY TWO DEATHS:
That of the righteous and that of the wicked (Numbers 23:10 & Ezekiel 33:8)
ONLY TWO FUTURES:
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom" (Matthew 25:34)
"Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire" (Matthew 25:41)
WHICH WILL BE YOURS?
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).
"Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God shall call" (Acts 2:38-39).
"Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Acts 2:21).
"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:23)
"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners"
(1 Timothy 1:15).
"For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a
ransom for all" (1 Timothy 2:5-6).
"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).
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through all of how God brought my
parents together, but they were a
godly team for the Lord. They
worked together everywhere they
traveled.
As I heard my parent's story
over and over, the fear of God was
put in my heart, and I really sought
the Lord. The years that I was dating, I was not always wise. I did not
have enough sense to direct my own
steps, and none of us do. If you
think you are smart enough to
choose who to marry, you need
help. I was afraid, and even when I
knew I was in love, I said, "Lord, I
have to be sure that this is Your
will." Momma told me as a little girl,
"Almeda, you need to start praying
for a companion right now as a little
girl. You need to start praying for
God to help you find the right companion, because finding the right
companion is the second most important decision to getting saved."
So I did.
As a Christian, the first qualification that you need to consider
when seeking a companion is
whether that person is a saved individual. First of all, you had better
make sure that you are saved and
connected to Christ so that you can
hear from Him. A lot of people are
deaf, spiritually speaking. They ask
the Lord, "This is the right one, isn't
it, Lord?" Then they shut their ears
and say, "Oh, yes!" They do not wait
for the Lord's answer.
Just because someone says he or
she is saved does not mean that
person is spiritual. Does that person
live as a Christian should live? Is
that individual obeying the Truth? Is
he or she submissive to the pastor?
Is that person living what is
preached or doing contrary to what
is preached? Disobedience is not a
good seedbed for Christian living.
I thought what it is like to
cultivate a garden. The ground has
to be prepared before you put seed
in it; then you have to put good seed
in it. Likewise, to have a happy
home, you must have the right kind
of ground. You have to be right with

God, and you have to seek His counsel and direction. You must have
good ground to start with; then you
must put the right seeds in the
ground so that you do it right. The
world says you just get married and
live happily ever after; that is a fairy
tale. It does not happen that way.
You can make your own choice.
You are free to choose who you
want to marry, but you are going to
pay for it if you do it wrong. If you
get in a mess, you are going to know
that you put yourself in the mess.
Second Corinthians 6:14-15 says: "Be
ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And
what concord hath Christ with
Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel?"
How are you going to be in
agreement if you marry someone
who is unsaved? Are you foolish
enough to think, "I can still live for
the Lord and be married to this unsaved person"? The two of you
would be going two opposite directions. You would have strife and
division in the home, and that is not
the happy way to go.
First Corinthians 7:39 gives the
qualifications for the widow lady,
but we know that God's Word does
not have one standard for the young
and another one for the older saints.
Holiness is the standard for all of us.
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 7:39, "The
wife is bound by the law as long as
her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be
married to whom she will; [Everybody likes that, don't they? That is
what they want to hear, but that is
not all of it.] only in the Lord."
God has someone just for you. It
is your job to find out who it is and
wait until He brings that person
along. My mother was twenty-five
years of age when she got married.
Back in those days, people got married really young, especially in Tennessee. She thought she was an old
maid at twenty-five. She thought
she would be single forever, but she
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • J a nua ry 2 0 1 3

settled it, saying, "Rather than to be
out of the order of the Lord, I will
just be single all my life."
The Scripture says you need to
marry "in the Lord." God can let you
know if a person is the right one for
you, but you need to ask Him. If you
are Church of God, he or she should
be Church of God. You are going to
have a divided home if he or she
attends one church and you are going to another church. A divided
home is not a good thing.
I had a wonderful godly home
when I was growing up. I did not
know what the word divorce meant.
I do not even remember knowing
anybody who was divorced. Children from divorced homes suffer
greatly. You do not want to have to
go down that road in life. Furthermore, you do not need to if you
serve the Lord and do what He says.
Some like to do what they want to
do, and then they bring the mess to
the Lord and say, "Here; fix it,
Lord." Well, He can fix some things,
but you still have to reap what you
sow, and that is not always pleasant.
When I read the Scripture in
1 Corinthians 7:39 about marrying
"in the Lord," I thought about when
Samuel was choosing a king for
Israel. All of Jesse's sons walked by
Samuel. When Samuel saw the
eldest son, he thought surely he was
the one whom God had chosen, but
he was not. He was tall and good
looking, but God let Samuel know
that he should not look on the outward appearance. When choosing a
companion, we are not supposed to
choose by the eye. Young person,
you may think, "Oh, she is beautiful,
so she has to be the one" or "He is
handsome, so he has to be the one"
or "Well, he has money" or "He is
popular, and everybody thinks he is
great." You are judging by the
outward appearance.
What the Lord said to Samuel
then will work for this today. He
said in 1 Samuel 16:7, "Man looketh
on the outward appearance, but the
LORD looketh on the heart." God is
the only One who knows who the
right companion is for you. The
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Bible tells us in Jeremiah 10:23, "O
LORD, I know that the way of man is
not in himself: it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps." If you
choose your own companion, you
might choose wrong, and then you
will have to pay for it. You are not
wise enough to see down the road.
Let us consider some men in the
Bible who made wrong choices.
Solomon was the wisest man in the
Old Testament. I do not think you
can qualify as the wisest person
around. Although Solomon was
wise concerning many things, he
was not wise when it came to
women; he was very unwise. The
commandment all through the Old
Testament was that God's people
were not to marry outside the nation
of Israel. They were not to marry
their enemies.
First Kings 11:1-2 reads: "But
king Solomon loved many strange
women, together with the daughter
of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites,
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians,
and Hittites [all of these were enemies of Israel]; Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto
the children of Israel, Ye shall not go
in to them, neither shall they come
in unto you: for surely they will turn
away your heart after their gods:
Solomon clave unto these in love." I
really do not think that it was love.
I do not know how a man could love
that many women at once; that
would be a little hard to do.
Verses 4 and 6 go on to tell us:
"For it came to pass, when Solomon
was old, that his wives turned away
his heart after other gods: and his
heart was not perfect with the LORD
his God, as was the heart of David
his father. . . . And Solomon did evil
in the sight of the LORD, and went
not fully after the LORD, as did David his father." Solomon built a
place for idols for his wives, and the
next thing, he was worshiping with
them. This is what happens if you
marry someone unsaved. That person can pull you away from the
Lord.
We can read about another man
in the Bible who was unwise in his
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choices. Samson lost out with God.
He married a woman who was a
Philistine, but that marriage did not
last very long. After that, he went
after another Philistine woman
named Delilah. He flirted around
with Delilah until she got him to tell
her the secret of his great strength.
He was playing with the devil, and
the devil won. He lost his strength,
his eyesight, and the presence of the
Lord.
I have seen young people lose
out with God because they would
not obey God about seeking Him for
the right companion. A lot of them
are not even saved today because
they chose that companion over
God. Some may be saved, but they
have terrible home situations. A
broken home or a home in trouble is
far worse than living by yourself. If
you are saved, you should not date
an unsaved person. God showed
one young person that she should
break up with a young man, but she
would not do it. She lost out with
the Lord, but she did not even marry
that guy. She was determined to
have him instead of God, and she is
still lost today.
Young person, God has good
things for you. You can start your
own treasure chest. If you have been
given treasures from your parents or
grandparents, you can pass those
treasures on. These are things that
are going to affect you spiritually.
The most important thing is to let
God have charge of your life. If you
are not going to listen to Him about
other things, you are not going to
listen to Him about choosing the
right companion. He is going to start
talking to you about other things
first, saying, "Don't do this," and "Do
that." You cannot be His child if you
are not going to obey Him.
Some young people lose out
with God because they are not getting hooked into God. They are not
getting that personal relationship
with God. You are not going to
make it just because you are with a
group. Salvation is not a group plan.
You are not going to get to Heaven
because you are Brother and Sister
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So-and-So's child. You can only get
to Heaven because your heart is
right with God and you are walking
in 100 percent obedience to God.
When you get to the Judgment, you
cannot say, "Well, I sat in church,
but I did not pay attention." Does
that excuse work in school? No! If
you did not hear what the teacher
said, that is tough! If he or she said
it, you are responsible. Salvation is a
life and death matter. This is about
your soul and where you will spend
eternity.
Marrying out of the order of the
Lord is just one of the many reasons
people turn away from God. However, I think one of the basic reasons
is that some are not getting a good
handle on God in the beginning.
You need to have a handle on Him
and be determined, saying: "I am
going to live for the Lord no matter
what I have to do. If I have to be
shunned at school, if I have to
change all my friends at school, if I
have to break up with a boyfriend or
a girlfriend, I am going to be true to
God." Being true to God has to be
the most important thing in your
life. Often people want the best of
two worlds: they want to stay with
the Lord and yet do what they want
to do. It does not work that way.
God is not going to accept anything
less than your whole heart.
Sister Almeda Cummings
Advice to those who desire to
know the will of God:
1. Weigh everything in the
light of the Holy Scriptures and
in the fear of God.
2. Seek to have no will of your
own in order to ascertain the
mind of God regarding any steps
you propose to take, so that you
can honestly say you are willing
to do the will of God.
3. When you have found out
what the will of God is, seek for
His help, and seek it earnestly,
perseveringly, patiently, believingly, expectantly, and surely
you will, in His own time and
way, obtain it.

[Little Foxes— continued from page 6]

these little foxes! They eat the heart out and leave the
soul devoid of good!
GOSSIPING, BACKBITING, and TALEBEARING.
What a team these are! They are closely related and so
deadly that they belong in the same category as adultery, hatred, and murder; yet they are allowed by many
who profess to love God and say they want to see His
cause prosper. There is surely "death in the pot" where
these abound. God's judgments are pronounced upon
them, and they must be dealt with in no uncertain way
by those who would stand among the overcomers.

a few drops of the oil of divine love will make things run
smoothly again.
PEEVISHNESS, TOUCHINESS, VAIN GLORY,
SELF-PITY, DESIRE for HONOR and FAME are other
subtle traits that come to rob the vineyard of God's
planting.
Satan has surely gained more victories among God's
people through seemingly small things than the great.
How he must laugh in diabolical glee to see ministers
and laymen alike chasing "lions" while the little foxes
spoil the vines!

IMPATIENCE. This is so well known to us all. Still
this cunning little fox has many excuses made in its
behalf. It often shows up in the most unexpected places.
If harbored and nurtured, this may terminate in anger
and wrath, which none would think of condoning who
own Christ as Lord and Savior. "Let patience have her
perfect work."

If we would stand among overcomers, we must
OVERCOME. There are battles to fight and victories to
win, if, at the reckoning time, we would hear His glad
"WELL DONE."

MURMURING and COMPLAINING are closely
related and appear small at first; still these seemingly
small sins so provoked God's judgments at one time that
multitudes in Israel were plagued and slain for this
offence. "Do all things without murmuring" (Philippians
2:14).

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9).

CONTENTION, QUARRELING, and ARGUING.
Where meekness and humility are lacking, these may be
found. In such cases, both parties think themselves right,
where both are wrong since God forbids it. In every case

"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out" (Acts 3:19).

"But now being made free from sin, and become
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and
the end everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death; but
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord" (Romans 6:22-23).
Selected

2013 Camp Meeting Dates
June 16-23 August 4-11
December 26-29

We hope you will plan your vacation
time so that you can join us in these oldfashioned camp meetings.
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