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Another Great Camp Meeting
The Fall Camp Meeting ended,
leaving behind many victories
and blessings to all. Praise the
Lord, it was another precious
time for the saints of God to get
together and enjoy sweet fellowship and to hear the Word of God.
What a benefit and a pleasure it
is to gather with the saints in
heavenly places and witness the
presence of God's Spirit! The
Psalmist said in Psalm 26:8,
"Lord, I have loved the habitation
of thine house, and the place
where thy honour dwelleth." The
Lord dwells where He is wanted.
There is nothing like getting
together with fellow citizens of
the household of faith. David
loved being able to learn of God's
ways and fellowship with his
brethren. He knew it was at God's
house that the words of life were
taught, giving help and instruction for the soul. Without the
sound teaching of the Gospel all
would fall into error. It is out of
Zion, the church, that sound doctrine, straight preaching and
teaching, comes forth.
Each of the ministers brought
messages that fed and challenged
the church as well as convicted
the lost. The messages heralded
were truly outstanding and to the
point. Brother Larry Dishman,
who was the evening evangelist,
brought soul-stirring sermons
that penetrated the hearts. Brother David Watson expounded fantastic teachings on the Revelation
during each afternoon teaching
service. Other brethren also
preached penetrating messages
that were beneficial to us all.
The most glorious part of any
meeting is seeing precious souls
humble themselves before God,
finding the help needed. Thank
God, we were again able to see
ones who were lost and away
from God come repenting. As the
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Spirit of conviction seized their
hearts, they came and surrendered in old-time repentance and
godly sorrow. What a beautiful
sight to look upon men and women weeping their way through to
salvation and deliverance! This
amply repays our efforts put forth
to have a successful meeting.
Many times throughout the
meeting our hearts were blessed
and our cups were made to overflow as the Lord poured out His
Holy Spirit upon us. Hearing the
beautiful songs of Zion was surely
uplifting and encouraging to our
hearts. The choir and many special singers helped to set the tone
for the meeting. It was a glorious
atmosphere as the saints jumped
for joy, or walked the aisles praising God, while others wept and
rejoiced. It brought much happiness to our souls as God filled the
house with His presence and
glory in such a sweet way. These
wonderful times of visitation do
not come automatically, but they
are the result of fervent serious
prayer.
We can truly say the Lord
prepared a banquet table for His
people once again. His table
always provides plenty of good
things for the saints to feast
upon. There is spiritual milk for
the newborn babe to be nourished, honey to sweeten those
bitter trials we face, and sound
godly instruction for holy living.
There is always an ample supply
of spiritual meat to bring
strength and health to the Christian's life. These wonderful blessings only come through prayer
and the preaching of the Gospel.
His ministry sounds forth the
Truth so we can grow and mature
in faith and spirituality. Thank
God for a faithful ministry who
care enough for our souls to
preach messages to protect us
from the enemy's attacks.
[ c o n t in u e d o n p a g e 2 5 ]

Jeremiah 7:21 Thus saith the LORD
of hosts, the God of Israel; Put your
burnt offerings unto your sacrifices, and
eat flesh.
22 For I spake not unto your
fathers, nor commanded them in the day
that I brought them out of the land of
Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or
sacrifices:
23 But this thing commanded I
them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will
be your God, and ye shall be my people:
and walk ye in all the ways that I have

commanded you, that it may be well
unto you.
24 But they hearkened not, nor
inclined their ear, but walked in the
counsels and in the imagination of their
evil heart, and went backward, and not
forward.
25 Since the day that your fathers
came forth out of the land of Egypt unto
this day I have even sent unto you all
my servants the prophets, daily rising
up early and sending them:
26 Yet they hearkened not unto me,

nor inclined their ear, but hardened
their neck: they did worse than their
fathers.
27 Therefore thou shalt speak all
these words unto them; but they will
not hearken to thee: thou shalt also call
unto them; but they will not answer
thee.
28 But thou shalt say unto them,
This is a nation that obeyeth not the
voice of the LORD their God, nor receiveth correction: truth is perished, and is
cut off from their mouth.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Obedience From a Pure Heart
A spirit can get hold of people
and cause them not to obey. This
problem exists in the religious realm
as well as in social areas such as in
schools, in homes, on the job, and in
government. They do not want to
follow the rules. In God's Word we
find that in order to serve Him and
for Him to be your Father, you must
obey Him.
According to the dictionary, the
word obedience means "the act of
obeying." The Word of God, from
the beginning to the consummation,
demands obedience. In the begin-

ning, in Genesis 2:16-17, we read:
"And the LORD God commanded the
man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: But
of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for
in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die." This Scripture
is talking about spiritual death.
Adam lived to be more than nine
hundred years of age, but he died
spiritually when he disobeyed God.
He was cut off from God as far as
enjoying fellowship with Him.
The first man got into trouble
when he disobeyed. Genesis 3:17
states, "And unto Adam he said,
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Because thou hast hearkened unto
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten
of the tree, of which I commanded
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:
cursed is the ground for thy sake; in
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the
days of thy life." From the beginning
and coming up through the Word of
God, we can read of individual after
individual who got in trouble and
reaped things because of disobedience. God still demands obedience
from you and me. He demands and
commands us to obey. It was true in
our Scripture text.
When speaking to Israel, God
said in Jeremiah 7:21, "Thus saith
3

the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel;
Put your burnt offerings unto your
sacrifices, and eat flesh." What was
God talking about? The only thing
they were gaining from their sacrifices was a good meal. They were
not receiving anything for their effort except flesh to eat. Why? They
were living in disobedience. You
may put a lot of bodily exercise in
your worship service, but that is all
it amounts to if you have disobedience in your heart. The worshiping,
the singing, and the testifying
should be done with a pure heart.
Psalm 24:3-5 reads: "Who shall
ascend into the hill of the L ORD? or
who shall stand in his holy place?
He that hath clean hands, and a
pure heart; who hath not lifted up
his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation."
Why did the Psalmist mention having clean hands? Clean hands represent your deeds, and the heart represents the motive behind what you
do.
Saul's Disobedience
According to 1 Samuel, Chapter
15, Saul, the first king of Israel, was
given a commission, and that commission was to go and kill, or destroy, all the Amalekites. The commission was very explicit. God said
to spare not. In other words, he was
not to give in to their crying and
their moaning. He was not to show
any mercy whatsoever because God
remembered what the Amalekites
had done to the children of Israel.
Therefore, the Lord said to destroy
all and not to spare even those
things that he thought might be
good.
We read in 1 Samuel 15:9, "But
Saul and the people spared Agag,
and the best of the sheep, and of the
oxen, and of the fatlings, and the
lambs, and all that was good, and
would not utterly destroy them: but
every thing that was vile and refuse,
that they destroyed utterly."
Verses 12-13 continue: "And
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when Samuel rose early to meet
Saul in the morning, it was told
Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a
place, and is gone about, and passed
on, and gone down to Gilgal. And
Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said
unto him, Blessed be thou of the
LORD: I have performed the commandment of the LORD." Here was a
man who was utterly telling a falsehood. He was lying, and the Prophet
Samuel knew he was lying.
Sometimes when a man of God
meets people and talks to them, he
knows they are not living right. He
may ask them how they are getting
along with the Lord, and they will
reply, "Oh, the Lord and I are
getting along fine." In reality, they
are no different than Saul was when
he said, "I have performed the
commandment of the LORD."
Samuel said in verse 14, "What
meaneth then this bleating of the
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing
of the oxen which I hear?" In other
words, Samuel was saying to Saul:
"You did not take any sheep or oxen
with you. You were going to war.
Why do I hear the bleating of the
sheep and the lowing of the oxen?
Where did they come from?" In so
many words, Saul said, "The people
brought them from the Amalekites."
You need to keep in mind who the
leader of that army was. Saul was
saying: "We have destroyed everything that was vile, but we have
kept the good ones to sacrifice to the
Lord."
Verses 16-21 state: "Then Samuel
said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell
thee what the LORD hath said to me
this night. And he said unto him,
Say on. And Samuel said, When
thou wast little in thine own sight,
wast thou not made the head of the
tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel?
"And the LORD sent thee on a
journey, and said, Go and utterly
destroy the sinners the Amalekites,
and fight against them until they be
consumed. Wherefore then didst
thou not obey the voice of the LORD,
but didst fly upon the spoil [in other
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words, he could not wait to take the
spoil], and didst evil in the sight of
the LORD?
"And Saul said unto Samuel,
Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the
LORD [if you continue to disobey,
you will come to the place where
you think you are obeying, yet you
are not], and have gone the way
which the LORD sent me, and have
brought Agag the king of Amalek,
and have utterly destroyed the
Amalekites. But the people. . . ."
Saul was a very dishonest king.
He was not going to receive mercy
from God. God had tried and tried
to get him to head in the right
direction, but Saul was determined
to disobey. He lied and said the
people took of the spoils, not him, to
sacrifice to the Lord in Gilgal. He
implied that they did it for a good
reason.
Friend, you need to be careful
when God says to destroy something. You need to be careful when
God puts His hand on something in
your life and says to flee from it or
to destroy it and you still keep holding on. Samuel said 1 Samuel 15:22,
"Hath the LORD as great delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams."
God did not tell Saul to spare
the best for a sacrifice, but He said
to destroy all. Disobedience is the
act of rejecting the Word of God.
You cannot disobey God and be
victorious at the same time.
Loving Sacrifices
Without Obedience
Look at God's promises in His
Word for those who obey. Jeremiah
7:23 reads, "But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my
voice, and I will be your God, and
ye shall be my people: and walk ye
in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well
unto you." Obedience reaps benefits.
God said to walk in His ways and
He would be their God and they
would be His people. He went on to

say it would be well with them, but
with all those promises the next
verse says they harkened not and
wound up going backward instead
of forward.
Jeremiah 7:24 reads, "But they
hearkened not, nor inclined their
ear, but walked in the counsels
and in the imagination of their evil
heart, and went backward, and not
forward." Verse 28 says, "But thou
shalt say unto them, This is a nation
that obeyeth not the voice of the
LORD their God, nor receiveth correction: truth is perished, and is cut
off from their mouth." God was saying this was a nation that loved to
sacrifice but would not obey God.
God knows that the world is full of
religion that loves to offer sacrifices
of some kind, but He is not calling
for sacrifices. God is calling for
obedience.
Many people join church, give to
the mission fields, give their clothes
to poor veterans, or clothe a child at
Christmastime. They will make all
kinds of sacrifices, but God is calling
for obedience. Obedience is what
our country is short on. The people
in our Scripture lesson were cut off
from the Truth because their lives
did not back up the words that came
out of their mouths.
We read in Acts 24:16, "And
herein do I exercise myself, to have
always a conscience void of offence
toward God, and toward men." Paul
was saying he exercised himself.
How? First, he exercised himself
toward God in heart purity and in
obeying the Truth. Second, he exercised himself toward men by not
withholding anything that might be
a comfort or a help to them in their
Christian walk.
Israel of old would not submit to
God's commands. They would not
take correction or obey God's voice.
Hebrews 12:5-12 tells us: "And ye
have forgotten the exhortation
which speaketh unto you as unto
children, My son, despise not thou
the chastening of the Lord, nor faint
when thou art rebuked of him: For
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom

he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with
sons; for what son is he whom the
father chasteneth not? But if ye be
without chastisement, whereof all
are partakers, then are ye bastards,
and not sons.
"Furthermore we have had
fathers of our flesh which corrected
us, and we gave them reverence:
shall we not much rather be in
subjection unto the Father of spirits,
and live? For they verily for a few
days chastened us after their own
pleasure; but he for our profit, that
we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous: nevertheless afterward it
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby. Wherefore lift up
the hands which hang down, and
the feeble knees."
Chastisement and Correction
Hebrews 12:5 says not to despise
correction and not to faint when
God rebukes you. Life, in itself, has
no value without discipline. There
has to be discipline in your life. If
God allowed you to go on and do as
you please and have nothing but an
easy way, that would not be a mark
of love. You would be as an illegitimate son to whom He felt neither
love nor responsibility. Therefore,
God allows discipline, or correction,
to be a part of your experience. It is
not to create a hardship, but God
chastises and corrects you for your
good. Again, verse 10 says it is for
your profit. Why? So that you might
be a partaker of His holiness. Verse
11 says it yields a peaceful fruit of
righteousness to them which are
exercised thereby.
When chastisement comes, there
are different ways that you can look
at it. You can accept it with the
thought of getting it over with as
soon as possible. You can accept it
and feel sorry for yourself, with
feelings that you are the only one in
the world who has been hurt. You
can resent it by saying: "What did I
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do to deserve this? Something always happens to me." You can also
accept it as coming from a loving
Father who really cares for you and
is correcting you for your good, and
you will benefit from it.
The Prophet Jeremiah said Israel
would not receive correction. Verse
24 of the Scripture text says they
went backward, not forward. This
was the result of disobedience.
When individuals do not take
correction, they do not go forward,
but rather they go backward. As
God looks upon us, there are some
areas in our lives where we need
correction and help. I am so glad
that the Lord has correction for His
children. God does not want anyone
to go on without victory, to be
lacking spiritually, or even to have a
trace of disobedience in his heart.
I am going to digress a moment
to look at the home in accordance
with God's Word. God has ordained
a plan for the home, but the devil is
continually working to get people to
deviate from that plan. We live in a
world where seemingly everybody
knows how to raise children and
everybody knows everything about
everything. Many books have been
written on this topic, but at the same
time, we live in one of the most
disobedience times ever. How do
you learn how to correct children?
You really learn how to correct children when you have children yourself. If you stay in the confines of
God's Word, you can have a happy,
contented home, safe from the
attacks of the enemy.
The church is no stronger than
the homes. God is the originator of
the home. We can read in Genesis
2:21-22: "And the LORD God caused
a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and
he slept: and he took one of his ribs,
and closed up the flesh instead
thereof; And the rib, which the LORD
God had taken from man, made he
a woman, and brought her unto the
man." Here we find the first home
that God established.
In Hebrews 13:4 we read, "Marriage is honourable in all, and the
bed undefiled: but whoremongers
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and adulterers God will judge."
Marriage is an honorable institution.
It is sacred to God, but the devil
wants to take harmony out of the
home. Instead of having harmony in
the home, he wants to make the
home a battleground. It should be a
safe haven, a place of peace and
harmony.
After I got saved, when I got off
work, I could not wait to go home.
Why? I had a wife and children at
home, and that is where I wanted to
be. That is still where I want to be. I
love to go home to my wife. It is a
place of peace and comfort; it is not
a battleground. We do not yell at
each other or throw things. God
wants your home to be a haven. God
is not pleased with homes where
there is constant yelling and hollering going on. You see, you need to
straighten your home out before you
can get the rest of the things
straightened out.
God will chastise, correct, and
help you in the home. Many homes
have gotten out of the order that
God has placed them in. The Prophet Jeremiah said the people would
not obey, and they refused to receive
correction. Maintaining a home that
pleases God takes daily work. No
one can lay aside that responsibility.
It is wonderful to see a couple
who has lived for God individually
being brought together in the bonds
of marriage; it pleases God. As a
Christian, you should never consider living the rest of your life with
someone who is not saved. If you
do, you are asking for trouble. I am
warning you, and God's Word
warns you. Some will not heed the
warning. What is going to happen?
They are going backward instead of
forward, as Jeremiah said.
Christian young people should
marry in the Lord. They should
marry with God's approval and His
blessing. Paul, speaking of a widow
in 1 Corinthians 7:39, said, "The wife
is bound by the law as long as her
husband liveth; but if her husband
be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the
Lord." You cannot trust the flesh; it
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will deceive you and leave you
heartbroken with your home in a
terrible condition.
The Need of Marrying in the Lord
There are examples in the Bible
of those who took wives to their
own downfall. In 1 Kings, Chapter
11, you can read of a man who took
hold of some things in his own fleshly thoughts and it cost him. First
Kings 11:1 says, "But king Solomon
loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites,
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians,
and Hittites." Every one of those
clans were enemies of God. They
had wars with Israel.
First Kings 11:2-6 states: "Of the
nations concerning which the LORD
said unto the children of Israel, Ye
shall not go in to them, neither shall
they come in unto you: for surely
they will turn away your heart after
their gods: Solomon clave unto these
in love [lust]. And he had seven
hundred wives, princesses, and
three hundred concubines: and his
wives turned away his heart.
"For it came to pass, when
Solomon was old, that his wives
turned away his heart after other
gods: and his heart was not perfect
with the L ORD his God, as was the
heart of David his father. For
Solomon went after Ashtoreth the
goddess of the Zidonians, and after
Milcom the abomination of the
Ammonites. And Solomon did evil
[Who was Solomon? He was the
king of Israel.] in the sight of the
LORD, and went not fully after the
LORD, as did David his father."
Time had passed, and Solomon
was married to those women, and
the women worked on him. What
did he do? Verses 7-8 tell us: "Then
did Solomon build an high place [he
fell into idolatry] for Chemosh, the
abomination of Moab, in the hill that
is before Jerusalem, and for Molech,
the abomination of the children of
Ammon. And likewise did he for all
his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their
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gods."
What are you going to do when
you marry somebody out of the will
of God and he does not want to go
to the house of God with you? Oh,
he may promise that he will go for a
while, to get you hooked. He will
play on your sympathy and say he
is going to go to the house of God.
He may even say that he is so thankful to have a church girl like you,
but what is going to happen after he
gets sick of it and wants to go his
own way? Then what are you going
to do once you become stuck in an
unhappy marriage? He will bring
all kinds of ungodly things into the
home. If you had listened to the
Word of God, you would not have to
be there. The Word of God says to
marry in the Lord. If you are both
saved and struggling, you have God
to go to and you both can agree in
prayer over the thing and can get
victory.
First Kings 21:25 reads, "But
there was none like unto Ahab,
which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the LORD,
whom Jezebel his wife stirred up."
Who was Ahab? Ahab was the king
of Israel. Who did he marry? He
married Jezebel, and she made him
pay dearly. She continually stirred
him up to do evil.
If you date someone who is
unsaved, you run a risk of falling
for him, and then you cannot serve
God without condemnation, because
once you fall for him, you may begin to make allowances for his condition. Marriage is serious. Outside
of salvation, it is the greatest decision you will ever make. Therefore,
you should have the mind of God
regarding it. Some people fall for the
first one that comes along—
automatically they are in love.
Obeying God takes in your entire
walk with the Lord. It takes in the
little things as well as the big things.
It takes in every detail of your life. It
even takes in how you dress, your
behavior, your attitude, your actions, and your motives. First Corinthians 5:6 says, "Your glorying is not
good. Know ye not that a little leav-

en [leaven is a type of sin] leaveneth
the whole lump?"
Obedience is necessary to serve
God. Without it you are just fooling
yourself and you are in danger of
deceiving yourself. How is your
obedience to the Lord? Are there
things in your life that ought not to
be? If so, you need to stop and get it

taken care of before it destroys you.
If it is contrary to the Word of God
or it is contrary to the word of
counsel, it will destroy you.
The enemy always tries to make
people think they can get by with a
little shading here and there. On the
contrary, nobody gets by. Have you
been obeying the Lord? Have you

More than two thousand years ago,
there was a Man born contrary to the
laws of life. This Man lived in poverty
and was reared in obscurity. He did not
travel extensively. Only once did He
cross the boundary of the country in
which He lived, and that was during His
exile in childhood.
He possessed neither wealth nor influence. His relatives were inconspicuous,
uninfluential, and had neither training
nor education.
In infancy He startled a king; in childhood He puzzled doctors; in manhood He
ruled the course of nature, walked upon
the billows as if pavements, and hushed
the sea to sleep.
He healed the multitudes without
medicine and made no charge for His
service.
He never wrote a book, and yet He
has furnished the theme for more songs
than all the songwriters combined.
He never founded a college, but all the
schools put together cannot boast of
having as many students.
He never marshalled an army, nor
drafted a soldier, nor fired a gun; yet no
leader ever had more volunteers who

been doing what is right in His
sight? If not, you need to stop what
you are doing and get that straightened out. You need to be a man or a
woman about it and get the thing
taken care of the right way.
(C ompact D isc TR-939E)

have, under His orders, made more rebels stack arms and surrender without a
shot fired.
He never practiced medicine, and yet
He has healed more bodies and broken
hearts than all the doctors far and near.
Every seventh day the wheels of commerce cease their turning and multitudes wend their way to worshiping
assemblies to pay homage and respect to
Him.
The names of the past, proud statesmen of Greece and Rome have come and
gone. The names of the past scientists,
philosophers, and theologians have come
and gone; but the name of this Man
abounds more and more. Though time
has spread more than two thousand
years between the people of this generation and the scene of His crucifixion, yet
He still lives. Herod could not destroy
Him, and the grave could not hold Him.
He stands forth upon the highest
pinnacle of heavenly glory, proclaimed of
God, acknowledged by angels, adored by
saints, and feared by devils, as the living, personal Christ, our Lord and Savior.

G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • O c to b e r 2 0 1 2

7

James 2:14 What doth it profit, my
brethren, though a man say he hath
faith, and have not works? can faith
save him?
15 If a brother or sister be naked,
and destitute of daily food,
16 And one of you say unto them,
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and
filled; notwithstanding ye give them not
those things which are needful to the
body; what doth it profit?
17 Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone.
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast

faith, and I have works: show me thy
faith without thy works, and I will show
thee my faith by my works.
19 Thou believest that there is one
God; thou doest well: the devils also
believe, and tremble.
20 But wilt thou know, O vain
man, that faith without works is dead?
21 Was not Abraham our father
justified by works, when he had offered
Isaac his son upon the altar?
22 Seest thou how faith wrought
with his works, and by works was faith
made perfect?

23 And the scripture was fulfilled
which saith, Abraham believed God, and
it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of
God.
24 Ye see then how that by works a
man is justified, and not by faith only.
25 Likewise also was not Rahab the
harlot justified by works, when she had
received the messengers, and had sent
them out another way?
26 For as the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without works is
dead also.

Brother Richard Talbot
Trust and Confidence in the Lord
I want to relate to you a little
story. Have you ever been to Niagara Falls? If so, were you impressed
with the fierceness and the force and
the power of those falls? In this
story, a man was walking on a cable
across the Niagara Falls. Can you
imagine that? Great crowds of
people gathered as the man walked
across. He reached the other side,
turned around, and walked back.
The crowd applauded and cheered.
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He said, "How many think I can
push a wheelbarrow across this
cable?"
"Yeah, we believe you can do
that," they said. So he got a wheelbarrow and pushed it across the
cable over those powerful falls.
When he got across, he turned the
wheelbarrow around, pushed it
back, and stepped on the platform.
The crowd cheered and applauded.
Next, he said, "How many
believe I can push someone in the
wheelbarrow across the falls?"
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"Yeah, we believe you can do
that too."
"All right, let me have one
volunteer," and the crowd went
deathly silent. No one volunteered.
Would you have volunteered? The
crowd was saying they believed he
could do it. They were convinced
that he could do it, but no one was
willing to get into the wheelbarrow.
What does that tell you? They did
not really believe. Had they believed, someone would have said, "I
will volunteer," and then he would

have climbed into that wheelbarrow.
If a close friend was pushing
that wheelbarrow, would you get
into it? What if Jesus was pushing
that wheelbarrow? The one who has
the handles of the wheelbarrow is
what makes the difference. Jesus
holds the handles of the wheelbarrow of faith. He is waiting for
you to climb aboard, trust Him,
believe Him, and take Him at His
Word. Will you get into the wheelbarrow and let Him take hold of the
handles? He can take you safely
across the raging, turbulent falls.
The word wheelbarrow has a
simple definition. It is a means of
conveyance to move things from one
place to another. Its operation
consists of someone picking up the
two handles that extend behind the
wheelbarrow, and by means of the
tire on the front, pushes its load to
the desired location.
There are many promises in the
Word of God, and every promise
has a condition to it. That condition
is something you have to measure
to. You have a part to play in living
for the Lord. You must realize that
to be successful with Christ, you
have to believe what He says. You
have to believe the Word of God and
believe the ministry that preaches
the Word of God. You need to have
confidence in the Word of God and
stand on it, believe, and let it work
for you as you get into the wheelbarrow, trusting the Lord.
The Wheelbarrow of Faith
Believing is the first part. When
you get into the wheelbarrow, it
shows that your trust and faith are
in agreement with what you say you
believe. Many people say they believe, but far fewer are jumping into
the wheelbarrow. Many people may
sing songs of believing, testify of
believing, and speak of believing;
however, when it comes to getting
into the wheelbarrow, where are
they? Does the picture of life find
you getting into the wheelbarrow?
Believing is the first part, and

acting on that belief is the second
part. I want you to realize that to
know Christ is more than having an
association with Him. It is more
than having been acquainted with
Him and having a mental acceptance of Him. To know Christ is to
be in daily contact with Him.
We are living in a religious
world where almost everybody talks
about knowing Christ. They like to
talk about the Lord, and they are
religious to a degree, but they need
to come right down to the very basic
facts. Far fewer people truly know
Christ personally enough to get into
the wheelbarrow.
If you were to get into a wheelbarrow and go over Niagara Falls,
you would have to know who you
were trusting. It is not enough to see
someone walk across and back or
push a wheelbarrow across and
back. That is good, but for you to get
into it, you would want to know a
whole lot more about the fellow
behind the handles. So it is with
Christ. You have to know a whole
lot more about Christ. One reason
that many people do not get into the
wheelbarrow is that they are not
intimately interwoven with Jesus
Christ to the degree that they have
that inner soul connection, where
Christ is in them and they are in
Him.
I want you to think about two
examples mentioned in verses 23
and 25 of our Scripture text. Abraham took his son, the son of promise. He had already sent away
Ishmael. Isaac was his only son left,
and he went to offer Isaac upon the
altar, to slay him. We do not find
anywhere in the Scriptures where he
hesitated. He got right into the
wheelbarrow of faith and let the
Lord push him along. When he arrived at the top of the mountain, he
laid Isaac on the altar and was ready
to slay him; but God intervened and,
in essence, said: "Now I know that
you love Me more than you love
your son." Sometimes people miss
the blessing because they do not get
in the wheelbarrow of faith.
When the spies told Rahab to tie
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the scarlet thread outside her window, I do not believe that she just
flung the cord out the window and
said, "Well, there it is." I believe she
worked to tie that cord securely.
That was her lifeline. She tied it in
faith believing that when destruction came to Jericho, she would be
spared. That is what the spies told
her. If they did not see that scarlet
cord, her blood was going to be on
her own head, but if they saw that
scarlet cord, everybody in her house
would be spared.
Sometimes people are too slow
to get in the wheelbarrow by not
trusting God enough. They have too
many reservations, too many human
reasonings. They think things out
for themselves, but they rob their
souls of the relationship that they
need with Christ.
Trust Without Doubting
Jesus wants interaction between
your soul and His Spirit. He wants
to move into your heart so that you
can be in Him and He can be in you.
He wants to be a part of you, and
then you can have the mind of
Christ. He wants your feelings to be
the same as His. He wants your will
to be in synchronization with His
will. He wants your spirit to be with
His Spirit.
Wheelbarrow Scriptures are
such that you must apply action and
works to what you say you believe.
If you say you believe it, then it is
up to you to prove it. You need to
prove some things to yourself first,
then to God, and then to others.
Let us look at some of the
situations in the Bible where the
wheelbarrow concept can be applied. In Mark, Chapter 9, you can
read about a man who came to Jesus
crying out for help. His son was
being tormented by the devil; evil
powers were working. Mark 9:17-23
tells us: "And one of the multitude
answered and said, Master, I have
brought unto thee my son, which
hath a dumb spirit; And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him:
and he foameth, and gnasheth with
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his teeth, and pineth away: and I
spake to thy disciples that they
should cast him out; and they could
not.
"He answereth him, and saith, O
faithless generation, how long shall
I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me. And
they brought him unto him: and
when he saw him, straightway the
spirit tare him; and he fell on the
ground, and wallowed foaming.
And he asked his father, How long
is it ago since this came unto him?
And he said, Of a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire,
and into the waters, to destroy him:
but if thou canst do any thing, have
compassion on us, and help us. Jesus
said unto him, If thou canst believe,
all things are possible to him that
believeth."
Verse 24 reads, "And straightway [or immediately] the father of
the child cried out, and said with
tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine
unbelief." Jesus cast that spirit out of
the boy and left him whole. What
was it that brought the victory? It
was the father under pressure of the
need of the hour. He had nowhere
else to turn. No other options were
available to Him; therefore, he cast
himself into that wheelbarrow of
faith, and Jesus delivered him and
brought victory to him.
When Jesus walked through
Jerusalem in Mark, Chapter 11, He
came upon a fig tree and cursed it,
and it withered and died. In verse 24
Jesus said, "Therefore I say unto you,
What things soever ye desire, when
ye pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shall have them."
Believe and receive are two simple words, but what hurts one so
much is that the mind is too full of
all the times he has prayed and
failed, or the times he has prayed
and nothing happened. Perhaps he
prayed and prayed and did not
seem to get any answer. That works
on the mind. The devil will fill your
mind with all kinds of thoughts,
those thoughts do not come from
Jesus. The failure is not on the Lord.
God will not fail you.
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Do you know what I did one
time? I prayed to God with a bunch
of questions after my dad died. I
was really torn up for a day or two
after he passed away. I could not
understand how God could let a
man of God die at the young age of
fifty-nine when wicked men all
around often live to be eighty years
of age or older. I had lots of questions.
Before my dad died, a large
number of ministers gathered
around him and prayed for him. I
had tremendous, utmost confidence
in them. In August he died, so I
went to the Lord in prayer and
asked, "Lord, why would You let
this happen?" I prayed that way for
a while, and the only answer I received was, "Son, trust Me and believe in Me." The devil would say,
"How can you trust Him?" When I
heard that, I knew what was working on my soul, and I rebuked that
and poured my heart out to God. I
said, "Lord, help me and teach me
how to trust You over the top of all
these things."
I remembered what Job said in
Job 13:15, which reads, "Though he
slay me, yet will I trust in him." The
Lord lifted my soul up out of that pit
of despair and discouragement and
infused in me a desire to trust Him
in a greater way than ever before.
I still do not have the answers,
but I am not seeking them anymore.
You can destroy your soul by getting bound up with questions when
there are no answers to them. You
need to trust God. He has never
failed, and He will not fail you.
Battling Feelings
Mark 11:21-25 in the Amplified
Bible reads: "And Peter remembered
and said to Him, Master, look! The
fig tree which You doomed has
withered away! And Jesus, replying,
said to them, Have faith in God
[constantly]. Truly I tell you, whoever says to this mountain, Be lifted
up and thrown into the sea! and
does not doubt at all in his heart but
believes that what he says will take
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place, it will be done for him. For
this reason I am telling you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe
(trust and be confident) that it is
granted to you, and you will [get it].
"And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against
anyone. . . ." You may say, "Oh, no!
Is that included in the Scriptures?"
Do you have anything against anyone? Are you carrying a grudge in
your heart against anybody? Do you
have feelings in your heart that
churn whenever their names are
mentioned? Do you have ill feelings
against anyone? You can have feelings that are wrong. Now, having a
thought going through the mind is
not necessarily a feeling. I am talking about having an attitude that
develops and causes you not to want
to sit near someone. For example,
you may think: "If he comes over
here, I'm going to move over there.
I don<t want to be around him."
What are you supposed to do
about ill feelings? Verses 25-26 continue: "And whenever you stand
praying, if you have anything
against anyone, forgive him and let
it drop (leave it, let it go), in order
that your Father Who is in heaven
may also forgive you your [own]
failings and shortcomings and let
them drop. But if you do not forgive,
neither will your Father in heaven
forgive your failings and shortcomings."
The majority of our feelings are
not really worth the trouble of trying to hold on to. You would be a
much better person and further
down the road spiritually if you
would learn to let some things drop
right when they happen. Sometimes
you need to just let it go, and do not
pick it up and carry it. You need to
leave it alone and not let these
things into your heart or into your
mind. If you do, they will destroy
you. You need to believe what God
is saying and trust Him. He will
deliver you from those things pressing you down. He really will! I am
talking to you from personal experience. I know He will. He has done it
for others, and He will do it for you.

It is hard to reach down inside
your heart and get hold of those
feelings and yank them out. Sometimes people can really hurt you,
but it is not worth it for you to carry
that around. Do you know what the
feeling is many times? People carry
attitudes because that is the only
way they have of thinking they are
getting back at someone. That is just
the way I was when growing up as
a child. When I got angry at home at
Mother or my brothers or my sister,
I wanted to stay angry. My mother
would come along and say, "Richard, why don<t you go cheer up?"
"I don't want to." I felt that being
angry would get back at the person
with whom I was angry. I thought
every time they saw me it would
make them feel bad, but it did not.
They only laughed at me and sang a
little song that said, "Richard's mad
and I'm glad." They would sing that
all through the house.
Adults are not much different.
When something happens to them,
they want to stay angry. Spiritual
people do not act that way. If you
have something against someone,
you need to forgive that person and
let it go. If you can do that without
causing a disturbance, and you are
at rest in your soul, you ought to
forgive the person and drop it. If it is
such a serious thing that you cannot
drop it, and you have tried, then
you might have to go to the individual and tell him, "Brother, what you
did really hurt me, and I just want
you to know."
If that person is saved, the first
thing he is going to say is, "I'm sorry
that I hurt you. I did not intend to."
If he did intend to, then he needs to
straighten that out. Sometimes people say, "I didn't mean to hurt you,"
but he or she did mean it. If that
person says, "You mean I said something that hurt you? Oh, I'm so
sorry" he or she is not really being
sincere.
If someone comes to you and
tells you that you have hurt him,
you should not try to find any escape route. Do not try to save face
and act as though you could never

do something like that. You should
just accept what the person is saying
and humble yourself and ask him to
forgive you. You ought to let that
person know that you want to make
it right and get it cleared out of the
way. The pastor does not need to
know every little problem. You can
get it settled between you and the
other party. However, sometimes
you may need to involve the pastor
so that he can try to help get the
matter resolved. Nevertheless, the
best way, if you can, is to let it go,
and pray it out of your system. You
need to turn it over to God and go
on loving that person and treating
him or her right. This does not mean
that you will become bosom pals or
friendly with each other, but you
can treat that person right. When
you see that person has a need, you
can be one of the first ones to help.
You need to keep the devil out of
the picture.
God Will Not Fail You
After the children of Israel
rebelled and Aaron set up the
golden calf, God became very upset
with them. Not long before that,
they had seen the glory of God.
They had witnessed the awesome
power of the Almighty God moving
upon the mountain, and they were
fearful and cried out for protection.
What a sight that must have been!
That mountain shook with smoke,
the clouds came down, and the
voice of God sounded forth from
that mountain. Those people had
seen all of that. They felt it and cried
to Moses, lest God should strike
them down. Even when the people
had been freshly visited by God and
had seen God in a traumatic manner, they were still easily moved
from the divine to the human. We
each need to fear lest such a thing
should happen to us.
In Exodus 33:1-3 we find that
God was not going to go into the
midst of the people, but instead He
sent one of His angels to go, and
Moses was not satisfied with that.
Exodus 33:12-15 states: "And Moses
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said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest
unto me, Bring up this people: and
thou hast not let me know whom
thou wilt send with me. Yet thou
hast said, I know thee by name, and
thou hast also found grace in my
sight.
"Now therefore, I pray thee, if I
have found grace in thy sight, show
me now thy way, that I may know
thee, that I may find grace in thy
sight: and consider that this nation is
thy people. And he said [God said to
Moses], My presence shall go with
thee, and I will give thee rest. And
he said unto him, If thy presence go
not with me, carry us not up hence."
In other words, Moses was saying,
"Lord, if You are not holding the
handles of the wheelbarrow, if You
are not in control of this, I do not
want to go." Moses was letting God
know that if He was not the One
pushing the wheelbarrow, he was
not about to get in for the ride.
A wheelbarrow is a wonderful
tool. You can move a heavy load
with a wheelbarrow, but sometimes
when the load gets too heavy, the
wheelbarrow tends to tilt. I have
pushed mortar around when someone had overloaded the wheelbarrow. It was sloshing back and forth,
and the wheelbarrow was tilting
this way and that way. It would
have been easy to upset it, and that
would have been bad. God has
never lost control of one wheelbarrow yet.
God provided a wheelbarrow
for Joshua with the promise that He
made to him. In Joshua 1:5 He said,
"There shall not any man be able to
stand before thee all the days of thy
life: as I was with Moses, so I will be
with thee: I will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee." God was letting Joshua know that He still held the handlebars of the wheelbarrow. God
was faithful to Moses, and He promised to be faithful to Joshua as well.
Joshua took that promise and moved
the children of Israel into the Promised Land. If you are separated from
God, you may even claim to be a
Christian and yet be separated from
the Lord. Your professing to be a
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Christian does not mean that you
are all that you should be. If you are
not what you should be, then you
are something you should not be.
You need to be what God would
have you to be.
Believing the Gospel
When Jesus began His earthly
ministry, He went forth preaching
and proclaiming, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand: repent ye, and believe the
gospel" (Mark 1:15). You must believe the Gospel. You do not need to
believe in doctors and philosophers,
or in the self-help books. You do not
need to believe in the psychologist.
You do not need to believe in your
friends who have failed you, but
you can believe in something that
has never failed. You can believe in
something that has stood the test
down through the countless ages of
time and has never been proven
false.
Believing the Gospel means to
get into it, to believe it, to repent,
and to change your mind about your
situation. If you want to be saved,
you must believe the Gospel. It is
the good news from Heaven. A
change of mind is necessary before a
change of heart can take place. You
must become sick of yourself, sick of
sin, and sick of disobedience to God.
If you have backslidden, you must
be sick of being a backslider, or sick
of being up and down in your Christian experience. You need to get sick
of yourself to the place where you
can throw yourself into the wheelbarrow of faith and trust God to do
something for you that you cannot
do for yourself.
Think of this awesome truth.
One thing for sure with a wheelbarrow is that you cannot climb inside
and push it at the same time, but
many people run to grab the handlebars of the wheelbarrow. They think
they are really doing something, but
they are just pushing around an
empty wheelbarrow. Nothing is in it
until you get in it. The promises do
not mean a thing, and God<s Word
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will never mean anything to you
until you get into the wheelbarrow,
let God pick up the handlebars, and
work through your life.
God has never lost a wheelbarrow because He is very careful of
what He pushes around. He knows
you are not going to get into His
wheelbarrow unless you believe. If
you believe, then you can get in. The
Gospel is the power of God unto
salvation to all who believe. You
need to climb in and let God do the
pushing, and then you will get
somewhere.
The Hope of the Gospel
God's Word says if you want to
find God, you must seek Him with
all your heart. Jeremiah 29:13, says,
"And ye shall seek me, and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all
your heart."
You may be bound up with all
kinds of trouble. You might have a
ruined life with no way out. You
may be living in sin, bound with the
habits of life, trying to get free, but
you have never been able to break
the devil's hold. If you will get into
that wheelbarrow of faith and trust
in Jesus, He can break Satan's hold
on your life.
The reason many people fail is
that their search for God begins only
when they are in destitute situations, and the search ends when
things turn for the better; then they
stop searching. Lots of people seek
for God when they are in the depths
of trouble, but as soon as the trouble
ends, their seeking stops.
My mind goes to the rich, young
ruler who came running to Christ,
saying, "Good Master." Jesus held
the wheelbarrow out to him and
said, in so many words, "Son, why
don't you just believe Me? You go
and sell all that you have and give
everything to the poor, and then
come and jump into the wheelbarrow, and I will take you for a ride.
We'll go on to Heaven." He thought
too much of himself, and he thought
too much of his own things; so he
turned away from God's offered
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help. He walked away sorrowfully
and disappointed because he could
not have his own way and God's
way. There has to come a separation
of your way so that you can have
God's way. You have to give up, so
that you can get in and let God take
you on through.
Felix and Agrippa were close to
the wheelbarrow of faith, but they
both had excuses and turned God
down. What are you going to do,
dear one? God is offering you help,
safety, and security. He is offering
you deliverance not only from sin
but also from self.
Seeking and searching for God
must become a passion. It must be
something that begins to eat at you.
You have to want God more than
you want anything else in this
world. You have to become sick of
yourself, sick of your own failures,
sick of sin, sick of the bondage you
have been in, sick of your hopeless
condition, and be ready to throw it
all overboard if you can only get
free.
Jesus offers you hope. The hope
of the Gospel is to believe. Your part
is to forsake your wrong and wicked
ways, and your thoughts, and climb
into the wheelbarrow of faith. Once
you do, God will pick up the handlebars and move you from the
darkness of your dead state of sin
into the sunlight of His wonderful
forgiveness and love. God does not
push around empty wheelbarrows.
For any promise to work, you must
climb on board. God's Word is true.
His promises are all yea and amen.
Are you a troubled soul or an
unsatisfied heart that is struggling
to maintain your salvation? You
should not struggle to stay saved.
God will keep you if you commit
yourself to Him. You need to seek
His help. God is there to help you.
He will be to you all that you need.
You need to be a real child of God. If
you are unsaved, God is ready to
save you. Whatever help you need,
He is ready to supply it.
(Com pact Disc TR-589E)
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What the Lord Has
Done for Me

I grew up in the Newark Church
of God congregation and sat in the
young people's meetings for many
years. When I became an adult, I got
away from the Lord, joined the military, and was soon deployed to Iraq.
I would like to share some of the
experiences I have had to show how
God has always been there for me.
Before I left for Iraq, I remember
many saints coming up to me at
church and saying, "We will be
praying for you." As I share these
accounts with you, I hope you will
see that it was the prayers of my
family and the saints of God on my
behalf that have brought me to
where I am today. Young person,
prayer changes things.
When I was in Iraq, I remember
an incident that happened one night
when our convoy was driving down
the road toward Baghdad, heading
for our next checkpoint. According
to protocol, once we passed each
checkpoint, we were to radio ahead.
Since our next checkpoint was fifteen miles up the road, the soldiers
stationed at that checkpoint knew it
should take us no longer than fifteen
minutes to get there. If we were not
there by that time, they knew to
come looking for us somewhere
between those two points.
A few days before this, God had
been talking to me. I knew how I
was raised, and I knew the Truth,
but I kept feeling that God was saying, "You know you're not going to
get many more chances." As I was
sitting in the driver's seat of the first
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vehicle going up to the checkpoint,
I was unaware of the danger that
was ahead of us. The Iraq National
Guard had been called to guard
these checkpoints. They were supposed to be on our side, but what
we did not know was that the terrorists had taken over this particular
checkpoint. They were dressed in
our uniforms and were waiting for
us to arrive. When we were about
halfway through (and I will never
forget this till the day I die), a terrorist with an AK-47 stood right in
front of me and unloaded on the
front of my vehicle. What makes me
remember this so clearly is the fact
that this was the first day since
I had been there that I was in
a bulletproof vehicle . I have pictures showing my windshield with
ammunition stuck in the glass.
That night when I called home,
my mother told me she had felt burdened to get up in the middle of the
night and pray for me. That meant
so much to me because of what I
had just gone through. I could have
been taken into eternity right then,
but I thank the Lord that my mother
prayed and God had mercy on my
life.
Again, I felt that God was telling
me that I did not have many more
chances. One week later, we were
going down the road and a bomb hit
the side of my truck and spun it
around. When the Army investigated, they found that the enemy
had taken a big one-five-five mortar
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sives. They placed this in a hole in
the ground, pointed it toward the
road, and backfilled the hole with
sand. When they were backfilling it,
somehow God caused it to move
and point away from my truck.
When it exploded, I received only a
small part of the blast. The guy next
to me in the truck was hurt, but God
was merciful to me one more time. I
only received minor injuries. When
I called home, my mother told me
again how God had burdened her to
go to prayer right around the time
this had happened.
After I got back from Iraq, I got
married and became so taken up
with life that I gradually got away
from these incidents. A couple of my
buddies who used to go to church
with me were also in the army.
When they got back, they said, "Let's
go out and drink." I decided to just
order a beer, but they suggested I
order some whiskey, so I did because I did not want to look like a
sissy. One year later, my wife was
pregnant, and I was drinking three
to four times a week.
All along I kept telling myself
that when this or that happens, I
would serve God. First, I said,
"When I get back from Iraq, I'll serve
God." Next, I said, "When I get married, I'll serve God." Then, I said,
"When I have a child, I'll serve God."
The fact of the matter is, young person, there will never be a time in
your life when it will be convenient
for you to serve God. Thankfully,
God sent an incident into my life

that got my attention, and I finally
gave my heart to Him. Since then,
He has helped me get victory over
my sinful habits, for which I am
thankful.
Later, I will share how I got back
to the Lord, but first I would like to
mention some Scriptures that have
really helped me concerning the
subject of alcohol, for those who
might be struggling with it as I was
at one time. Proverbs 31:1-4 says:
"The words of king Lemuel, the
prophecy that his mother taught
him. What, my son? and what, the
son of my womb? and what, the son
of my vows? Give not thy strength
unto women, nor thy ways to that
which destroyeth kings. It is not for
kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings
to drink wine; nor for princes strong
drink." Also, Judges 13:7 says, "But
he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt
conceive, and bear a son; and now
drink no wine nor strong drink,
neither eat any unclean thing: for
the child shall be a Nazarite to God
from the womb to the day of his
death."
Luke 1:13-15 states: "But the
angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and
thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a
son, and thou shalt call his name
John. And thou shalt have joy and
gladness; and many shall rejoice at
this birth. For he shall be great in the
sight of the Lord, and shall drink
neither wine nor strong drink; and
he shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost, even from his mother's
womb."
In the first Scripture, King
Solomon's mother was instructing
her son not to drink. In Judges, Samson was being instructed not to
drink, and in Luke, John also was
instructed not to drink. So if we
were to stop right here, we would
see that the strongest man, the
wisest man, and the man closest in
resemblance to Christ were all instructed not to drink strong drink or
wine.
There are also tragic accounts in
the Bible where alcohol was used.
One time it led to the beheading of

John the Baptist. Another time it led
to a king seeing handwriting on a
wall, and he was killed that night.
So we see that the Word of God
proves that nothing good comes
from drinking alcohol.
I am thankful there is hope for
those who might be traveling down
the road of sin. I remember many
nights going to bed not knowing
where my life was heading. While I
never got into drugs, I certainly
wasted lots of money on alcohol and
cigarettes. Only God knows where I
would be today had I not turned my
life over to Him.
How did I go from being saved
to turning away from God? Where
did I go wrong? I feel it was in
laying aside the basics of living for
God: reading the Bible and praying.
If you fail to read your Bible and
pray, you are going to end up lost.
Oh, you might never become
involved with alcohol, but the
enemy's job is to work through
anything he can to take you down
spiritually.
Another thing I feel the devil
works on young people with is the
feeling that they do not need to listen to what their parents say. I know
this is true because I speak from
experience. When I was seventeen, I
did not think my mom and dad
knew what they were talking about,
but they did.
Young person, sometimes your
parents might annoy you, but you
need to listen to them anyway, especially if they are serving God,
because they know what they are
talking about. Also, you need to
listen to your pastor and the
messages that are preached. Most
importantly, do not put off the Spirit
of God. If God shows you a need in
your life and you feel that you need
to move to the altar, even if it seems
that you go every week, you should
still go. You need to do whatever it
takes to live for God.
Do not get discouraged just
because you have made a mistake. If
you battle anything in life, whether
it is cigarettes, alcohol, pornography, or even bitterness, do not give
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up trying to serve God. You should
not think, "I might as well give up,
because I cannot live for God." You
need to get down on your knees, ask
for forgiveness, and ask God to help
you. Also, you should stay in the
work of God. If you have talents, I
encourage you to use them for the
Lord. God needs young people who
will stand up and be different.
I have chosen the Army as a
career, and I currently work as a
recruiter. Some young people have
asked me about joining the military,
so I will briefly share my thoughts
on that subject as well.
Young person, if your main goal
in life is to live for God, I recommend that you consider a vocation
other than the military, especially if
you are struggling spiritually. Why
do I say that? Because I am at the
point in my career right now where
I have a little say in where I want to
be stationed. When a new recruit
first starts out, however, that is not
the case. It may take several years
before you would be close to a place
where you can get your soul fed and
can worship with God's people,
which leads me to my next topic.
When I got home from Iraq and
got married, I got a job driving a
semi truck. One Sunday my wife
and I were on our way to visit her
sister. Neither of us was living for
God at the time. We were just
getting ready to pass the church
when my wife's family called and
said, "Can you come at three o'clock
in the afternoon?" Since we had
extra time, we decided to stop and
attend the service, even though we
originally had no intentions of
going.
I do not know what song was
sung. All I remember is my wife and
I looking at each other and walking
down to the altar together, holding
hands. That morning we were both
saved, but there were so many
questions that flooded my mind.
Down at the altar, I thought, "Can I
really get saved?" I did not
[continued on page 26]
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Matthew 16:26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?

Brother Larry Dishman
The Immortal Soul
In our Scripture text, the article
forming the basis of the transaction
is the soul. The soul of man is of
infinite value. It is the part of man
that was made in the image of God,
pure and holy. Two things are implied by Christ in these questions.
First, those who are striving to gain
the world and who are unwilling to
give it up for the sake of salvation
will lose their souls. Second, if the
soul is lost, nothing can be given in
exchange for it; it can never be
saved after death, because there is
no redemption in hell.
There are several reasons that
we need to think about the soul and
the price tag on the soul. As Christians, we are not home yet. We are
not eternally secure as of yet. We
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need to realize the value of lost
souls so that we will be burdened
about their condition. The sinner
needs to realize and understand the
value of the soul. If the sinner could
really understand the value of his
soul, he would get saved. The greatest loss that could occur in my life
would be to lose my soul. My greatest gain is Christ the Savior. My
greatest objective is to glorify God.
My greatest crown is to win souls
for Christ. My greatest joy is God's
salvation. My greatest inheritance is
Heaven. My greatest victory will be
victory over death through Christ,
but my greatest neglect would be to
lose my soul. My greatest bargain is
to lose all to win Christ, and my
greatest profit is godliness now and
forever. My greatest peace is the
peace that passes all understanding.
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My greatest knowledge is to know
God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
All the way back to the
beginning of time in Genesis 2:7, the
Bible says, "And the LORD God
formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul." Every man's
soul is immortal and can never be
annihilated. The soul of man will
never enter into a state of nonexistence. Both Lazarus and the rich
man, spoken of in the Book of Luke,
Chapter 16, were in a conscious state
after death. We are no different than
they were. We will be conscious in
eternity.
What is a man profited if he
should gain the whole world and
lose his soul? The cults of our land
say the word soul means breath, but

it does not mean breath. If that were
so, the Scripture would read, "What
is a man profited if he shall lose his
breath?" That would not make
sense. Jesus said in Matthew 10:28,
"And fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul
[He was not talking about killing the
breath]: but rather fear him which is
able to destroy both soul and body
in hell." The soul of man does not
die with the body. It is appointed to
every one of us to die, but when the
body dies, the soul will live on, and
the soul within you is of immense
value. Yet if we were to judge by the
conduct of people all around us, we
might conclude that the soul is
worth nothing whatsoever.
The Value of the Soul
What is the price tag on your
soul? How much do you value the
soul within you? Friend, there resides within you an imperishable,
eternal, immortal spirit, a neverdying soul, a treasure of incalculable
value. I want to try to explain this
by the help of God, and I want you
to think with me. If all the wealth of
the whole world could be compiled,
even that would not be equal to the
value of the soul. Let us suppose
that some man is the ruler over all
the world. Would his glory compare
to the value of the soul? No political
glory could be compared to the
value of the soul. If you could gain
all the wealth, all the power, and all
the glory of the whole world, that
would not be equal to the value of
the soul. Gaining the whole world
would be possessing the world as
your own—all its honors, all its
riches, and all its pleasures.
Jesus did not say, "If a man gain
the largest city in the United States"
or "If a man gain the United States."
He said, "For what is a man profited,
if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his soul? or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?" In
other words, He was saying this:
"What advantage would it be if a
man should gain the whole world,
but when he came down to the end

of life's journey, he lost his soul?"
What good would it be to that individual? What is a man profited if he
gains the world at the cost of his
soul? If you could gain the whole
world and it was all laying at your
feet, how could it repay you for the
loss of everlasting life? How could it
repay you for the loss of Heaven?
What would become of all your
fortune and fame?
If you were to make it your
purpose and aim to gain all this
world, yet you were to lose your
soul, what would be your profit?
What would it profit you to gain the
world for a short span of time and
lose your soul for eternity? Suppose
the devil were to come to you,
literally speaking, with the deed to
the whole world in his hand and
say, "You can have it if you will give
me your soul." If you were to take
him up on his proposition, you
would be a bad business person,
because your soul is worth so much
more. Can you be bought at any
price? God does not care about how
much the price is. He only cares that
you can be bought.
A poll was taken in one of the
modern magazines, and the question was asked, "How much money
would it take for you to be unfaithful to your companion?" Some people said a hundred dollars, some
said a thousand dollars, and some
said ten thousand dollars; but almost everybody said, "I would sleep
with a stranger for a million dollars." God does not care about the
price; He only cares that you can be
bought.
What is the price tag on your
soul? Friend, if you can be bought,
God knows it. You ought to have it
settled: "I am not for sale. My soul is
not for sale. The Truth is not for sale.
I am going to stay true to God." You
need to be consecrated to the degree
that you are not selling out and you
are going all the way with God.
The Bible says in Proverbs 23:23,
"Buy the truth, and sell it not." At
what point are you willing to disobey God? Is God for sale in your
life? Is holiness for sale? Is it worth it
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for you to gain the wealth of this
world, and to enjoy the pleasures of
this world for fifty, sixty, seventy, or
eighty years and then lose your soul
for eternity? Friend, it is not worth
it! If a person could be elevated to
the highest earthly dignity and
greatness and have all the earthly
pleasures at his command, he would
still be unhappy and wretched. His
fears would harass him, his conscience would torment him, death
would overtake him, and then he
would lose all these things at death.
What is the price tag on your soul?
The Loss of the Soul
What is meant by the loss of the
soul? It does not mean annihilation
of the soul, but it is exclusion from
all the life, peace, rest, and the glory
of Heaven, which is reserved for the
perfected saints and the angels and
God forever. It is the infliction of the
displeasure of God, the banishment
into outer darkness where there
shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. Losing the soul will bring
everlasting chains of darkness and
the terrible storm of everlasting fire.
The Bible says in Psalm 9:17,
"The wicked shall be turned into
hell, and all the nations that forget
God." The wicked will be shut out of
heaven, cast away, and condemned
to hell. Nothing, absolutely nothing,
is more valuable than your soul. Oh,
my friend, to lose the soul means the
loss of everything dear to man as an
immortal creature. It means the loss
of God's gracious favor. It means
that a life has failed, that a light has
gone out, and that the voyage has
ended in shipwreck. It means that
hope has died.
The loss of the soul will bring
eternal misery. Jesus said in Matthew 25:46, "And these shall go
away into everlasting punishment:
but the righteous into life eternal."
He stated in verse 30, ". . . there shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth."
He said in Mark 9:44, "Where their
worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched."
The loving Son of God warned
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of what it means to be lost and to
lose your soul. Oh, the misery of
that state! It means more than all the
tears that were ever shed on the face
of this earth, more than all the
groans that were wrung from the
hearts filled with anguish. We must
consider the loss of the soul an
incalculable calamity. Judas had a
price tag on his soul. It was not very
much. He sold his soul for thirty
pieces of silver. That is how little he
valued his soul. Esau did not value
his soul, but later he earnestly
sought his father to reverse the
blessing that he had pronounced
upon his brother Jacob. If you
despise your privileges as Esau did
his birthright, it would be
impossible for you to recover what
you have lost. There will be no
possibility of changing the divine
decision, because it will be determined forever.
Today many people are selling
their souls for the love of this world.
Young person, do not sell your soul
for the love of this world. Do not sell
your soul for the things that this
world has to offer. Do not sell your
soul for a cigarette, a joint, a pill, a
shot in the arm, or a bottle of liquor.
These things are not worth anything. Oh, they may bring pleasure
for a little while, but sin never has a
pleasant ending. You will find it is
that way when you come to the end
of life's journey. The wages of sin
are always death, and sin never has
a pleasant ending.
Many people are selling their
souls for just a piece of junk. Esau
sold his inheritance for just a few
moments of pleasing the flesh. That
is what the sinner is doing. Every
sinner that leaves this world unprepared to meet God will look back on
this life and say: "What a fool I was
to have sold my soul for a little pleasure. If only I would have gotten
right with God and remembered my
Creator when I was young."
Counting the Cost
One of these days the decision of
God on the human character and the
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destiny of man will be pronounced,
and that decision will be according
to divine Truth, and it will never be
changed. Friend, no one can say,
"I'm going to appeal," because the
sentence will be final. What is the
price tag on your soul? How much
do you value your soul?
Demas sold his soul just for the
pleasures of this world. The man of
God said in 2 Timothy 4:10, "For
Demas hath forsaken me, having
loved this present world." We can
read in the Word of God that Agrippa had a price tag on his soul. He
thought seriously about getting
right with God, but after he thought
it over, his reply was, "Almost thou
persuadest me to be a Christian"
(Acts 26:28). He was almost ready to
leave the world behind and give up
the things that were hindering him
from being a Christian, but to be
almost persuaded is to be altogether lost.
So it was with Felix in the Word
of God. He, too, was brought to a
crossroad in life, and he, too, had a
price tag on his soul. He thought
seriously of selling out and going
God's way. He trembled as the man
of God preached the Word of God,
but he left with the words found in
Acts 24:25, "Go thy way for this
time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee." Do we ever
find in the Word of God that he later
said: "Come over here, Paul. Do you
remember that I told you when I
have a convenient season that I
would call for you? I want you to
come now." No, the Word of God is
silent on that. We never read that
Agrippa counted the cost and repented. The devil knows how to
lead you, step by step, to pass up
opportunity after opportunity, until
one of these days you are going to
turn down your last opportunity.
Gambling with the soul is the greatest gamble that a man can take. The
soul within you is more valuable
than you can understand. What is
the price tag on your soul?
I want you to stop a moment
and count the cost. Look and behold
your fearful goal. Won't you surrender now to Him who hung on the
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Cross, the One who suffered and
died to save your soul? It cost Heaven so much that you can be saved.
Can you imagine what would it be
like to give up your only son? How
would you like to give up one of
your sons to die for rebels? That is
what God did. He gave His Son to
die, not for men who loved Him, but
for men who did not love Him, for
unlovable men and women.
My mind often goes to an
old preacher that I heard about
many years ago. He had a little girl
who was dying, and he got the call
in the early hours of the morning,
telling him, "If you ever want to see
your daughter alive again, you had
better come quickly." He drove
through the night, and when he
arrived at the hospital, his only little
girl was almost lifeless. When she
saw him, she was trying to talk to
him, but he could not hear what she
was saying. He leaned over and put
his ear down next to her little mouth
and heard her faintly whisper,
"Daddy, can't you help me?" That
preacher said, "You do not know
how that broke my heart." His little
girl thought when her daddy got
there, he would be able to help her.
He said, "If there was anything
within my power that I could have
done, I would have." That was the
way he watched her leave this
world.
Our Heavenly Father heard His
Son say, "My God, My God, why
hast thou forsaken me?" The thing
about it was, God could have helped
Him. God could have said, "All
right; that is enough. I do not want
My Son to go through this ordeal. I
will plunge the whole human race
into hell because I want to save My
Son." God loves you, friend. He let
them crucify the Son of God. A great
price has been paid so that you can
be saved. The reason your soul is so
valuable is due to the price that God
paid so that you can have eternal
life. The price that Jesus paid, the
ordeal that he went through in giving His life—all the pain and the
agony—is what causes your soul to
be of immense value.

Can a Man Buy Back
His Lost Soul?
What price can a man give that
is as precious as his soul? What can
he give that will buy back his soul
once it is lost? What will a man offer
as an equivalent for his soul? What
price will a man pay as a ransom for
his soul? The rich man in Luke,
Chapter 16, did not have anything to
give in exchange for his soul. We
did not bring anything into this
world, and it is certain that we can
carry nothing out. Therefore, there is
nothing that you can give in exchange for your soul. A soul is
worth so much more than you could
ever imagine. Nothing can be given
in exchange for the soul that is lost.
It can never be saved after death.
Many people value the body more
than they do the soul. One songwriter said: "To buy back a soul what
would you give in exchange? Sum up
the whole, within your control; If it
were possible, would you not arrange
To give all this world and save your
soul? What would be your profit?"
Someone may say, "I don't know
what you are talking about when
you are speaking of the loss of the
soul." A lost coin and a lost soul
have the following in common: they
are not fulfilling their purpose in
this life. The longer a coin is lost, the
less apt it is that it will be found. So
it is with the soul. The longer you
put off salvation, the less likely the
soul will ever get saved. One tendency of this age is to treat sacred
things as though they are secular
things and to deify secular things as
if they were sacred. Certain things
are valuable because of their name
or because of the brand. This carries
out with the soul; it is valuable because it has the stamp of God. Why
did Jesus go to Calvary? He knew
how much your soul was worth, and
He was willing to go. At Calvary an
atonement was made, a sacrifice
was provided, a storehouse of divine riches was filled, and every
need of the soul was considered and
was provided for. How valuable is
the soul in the light of the provisions

of grace and how far beyond our
capacity for calculation is the worth
of the soul?
Why do men lose their souls?
The soul can be lost through daring
infidelity. The Word of God is the
only chart, the only guide, and the
only roadmap to Heaven. The soul
can be lost through the love of this
world. The love of this world is idolatry. The soul can be lost through
pride and self-righteousness. The
soul may be lost through careless
apathy. The soul can be lost through
the attachment to sinful pleasures.
Ezekiel said in Ezekiel 33:11, "Say
unto them, As I live, saith the Lord
G OD, I have no pleasure in the death
of the wicked; but that the wicked
turn from his way and live: turn ye,
turn ye from your evil ways; for
why will ye die, O house of Israel?"
Dear one, I want you to know that
God loves you. Sinner friend,
backslider, God cares about you no
matter where you have been and no
matter what you have been through.
There is a God in Heaven who loves
you, and He, through the Prophet
Ezekiel, said, "I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked."
The Price Has Been Paid
Peter said in 2 Peter 3:9 that the
Lord is "not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to
repentance." The latter part of Hebrews 2:9 tells us that "he [Jesus] by
the grace of God should taste death
for every man." Jesus tasted death
for you. The price has been paid, but
it is up to you. Joshua said in Joshua
24:15, "Choose you this day whom
ye will serve." I ask you, friend,
where will you be a million years
from now? Will you be happy? Will
you be singing? While ages roll
throughout eternity, where will you
be? What is the price tag on your
soul?
You have a choice: victory or
defeat, Heaven or hell, the Living
God or the devil, a joyous life in
eternity or an endless woe in a
devil's hell. I plead with you, do not
trade the riches of this earth for the
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treasures of Heaven. If you are going to trade the pleasures of the
world for the joys of Heaven, you
need to weigh the matter seriously.
You must weigh the mortal against
the immortal, time against eternity.
It is a serious thing to think about
being lost irrecoverably. You see,
man may be lost irrecoverably—lost
where he cannot be found, lost
where there is no seeking to save,
lost where there is no Savior seeking
to save souls.
If you are not irrecoverably lost,
you can still come to Jesus. However, when you take your last breath
or when the end of time comes, you
will be lost irrecoverably if you are
not saved, and there will be nothing
that you can do. You will be irreparably, eternally lost. The lake of fire
burns forever, and the smoke ascends forever. It will be everlasting
banishment and punishment; it will
be undying death and endless woe.
Jesus let us know it is an impassable
gulf. Friend, Jesus loves you, and
God in His mercy has provided a
way for you to be saved from a
devil's hell. Jesus Christ poured out
His sinless blood as a sacrifice to
make an atonement for your sins.
When you die lost, you lose the
battle for your eternal destiny. If you
lose the battle for salvation, your
destiny will be final doom in
everlasting hell in eternity. You
need to think about it, dear one.
Have you ever stopped to
wonder what this life is all about,
why you are here, and where you
are going when your time on earth
ends? Maybe you have been too
busy trying to reach your goal. Have
you really thought about your soul?
If you have never thought it over,
you need to take a little time today.
Nothing more important will ever
come your way. Then you can know
the joy of having your sins forgiven
and know that you have been made
whole. Have you thought about
your soul?
Sinner friend, you need to think
seriously about your soul—the one
who looks through your eyes, the
one who thinks with your mind.
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What is the price tag on your soul?
Are you going to sell your soul to
the devil for just a few years of
pleasure? Are you so foolish that
you would allow the devil to keep
leading you down this road that
leads to a lost eternity? What about

the value of your soul?
Friend, God cares, and He loves
you. What is the price tag on your
soul? If you will do the wise thing,
you will beg God for mercy. Ask
Him to save you, forgive you, and
put all your sins in the sea of

forgetfulness, never to be remembered against you again. If you will
ask Him to save your soul, He will
do it. He is ready to forgive, ready to
pardon.

Greetings in Jesus' name to all
the dear saints of God and all that
read my testimony. I have been
deeply impressed to submit my
testimony for the glory of God and
trust that it will be a blessing to
some soul.
I have been saved for nearly fifty
years. A Church of God preacher by
the name of Joe Harrold from Green
County, Tennessee, came to our
community, and brought us the
Truth. At the time, I was in bed sick.
My husband and brother attended
the services every day and night.
They would come home and tell me
about the wonderful preaching. I
told them if I got able to fix a dinner,
they could invite the preachers to
our home. They visited us. It was
wonderful to listen to their conversation. They questioned me about
my condition and asked if I used
tobacco. I said, "A little." I did not
tell that I would take a chew in the
morning and keep adding to it all
day and get up at night and fill my
jaw full of snuff. No wonder I had
nervous prostrations. I had also
what the doctors called a tobacco
heart.
Finally, I was able to attend the
last two services. The house was
packed full. The services were being
held in a United Brethren building.
The preacher was leaping and
preaching a wonderful sermon. I got
under conviction, and I told some of
the folks that night, "If folks can live
a life like he is preaching, I am one
who is going to have it." That night
the family all hurried to bed not

knowing the condition I was in. I sat
before the fireplace praying until
nearly one o'clock in the morning. I
got up to blow out a little lamp and
said, "Lord, if you have saved me,
let me know it by shouting." I eased
into bed, as I did not want to wake
up by husband. I had hardly lain
down until I leaped out of the bed
over my husband, shouting and
praising God. I awakened everyone
in the house. I went to the bedroom
where my brother and his wife
were, telling them the good news.
He told me that he wished he could
have been in my place. Sorry to say,
he put it off until he was on his
deathbed. He prayed through at that
time.
Well, I had been having nervous
prostrations. I would draw until
they would have to pry my hands
open. My tongue would be stiff and
my stomach like a hard knot. The
doctor would give me a shot and
put me to sleep. I would awaken
and be all right until the next spell
would come. My stomach was in
such a condition that I was eating
the white of an egg beat up like a
ball with a little salt in it. The next
day after I got saved, I began to eat
anything there was to eat. I had told
the Lord, "If you can save me, you
can heal me." I had swung out to
trust Him, and He healed me. I
would eat and pray, "Lord, don't let
it hurt me." He did not let anything
hurt me. I had not eaten onions or
pickles for years. I began eating
them then, and now I am past 79
years of age. Well, praise the Lord! It

gives me a deep joy to think of it. It
is truly wonderful what God can do
if we trust Him.
This was a wonderful experience, but it was not long until I had
a testing time. My husband was not
yet saved. Our baby, our third child,
took sick. His head would draw
back and he would hemorrhage at
the nose. My husband got one of the
saints to come and pray. Not being
able to stand to see the child suffer,
he got a doctor. The child would not
swallow the medicine. He would
spit it out every time. God was merciful and healed the child. In less
than a year, my husband was saved
at a camp meeting in Greenville,
Tennessee. The Lord wonderfully
blessed him, and he was called to
the ministry soon after his conversion. He worked in the evangelistic
work and did some pastoral work.
He is now 81 years of age and teaching an adult Sunday school class
here where we live.
We had twin girls born to us by
the names of Maye and Faye. When
the twins were just able to sit alone,
Faye took blood poison. It started in
her groin on the right side. It began
to swell and a red streak was going
down her leg. It was swollen so
badly that her toes looked like little
pegs. The swelling went across to
the other leg and went down to the
toes, then across her back up to the
shoulders. On Sunday folks were
coming and going all day. They
were really stirred because we did
not call a doctor. One day when it
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Brother Calvin Foster
Christ Has All Authority
We live in a time when people
do not want you to tell them anything. Many people are hardheaded
and refuse to listen. Many young
people refuse to listen, often choosing to learn the hard way. Many
people are sitting in mental institutions who did not listen. Others
have gone to an early grave because
they failed to listen. Some tried to
help them and reprove them, but
they refused to heed the warnings.
The word reprove means "to express
disapproval; rebuke; to scold or
correct gently or with kindly intent."

Proverbs 6:23-29 reads: "For the
commandment is a lamp; and the
law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life: To keep thee
from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange
woman. Lust not after her beauty in
thine heart; neither let her take thee
with her eyelids. For by means of a
whorish woman a man is brought to
a piece of bread: and the adulteress
will hunt for the precious life. Can
a man take fire in his bosom, and
his clothes not be burned? Can
one go upon hot coals, and his
feet not be burned? So he that
goeth in to his neighbour's wife;
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whosoever toucheth her shall not be
innocent."
Again, verse 23 says, "For the
commandment is a lamp; and the
law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life." Reproof and
instruction are the way of life. Someone may ask, "Who has the authority
to reprove in this world today?"
Christ has the authority. When it
comes to the church and the things
of God, Christ has all authority.
Isaiah 2:2-4 states: "And it shall
come to pass in the last days, that
the mountain of the LORD'S house
shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted
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above the hills; and all nations shall
flow unto it. And many people shall
go and say, Come ye, and let us go
up to the mountain of the LORD, to
the house of the God of Jacob; and
he will teach us of his ways, and we
will walk in his paths: for out of
Zion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the LORD from Jerusalem
[this is a prophetic Scripture about
the church]. And he shall judge
among the nations, and shall rebuke
many people: and they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war
any more."
We see in these verses that
Christ and the Holy Spirit have the
power and the authority to rebuke
and reprove. Speaking on a subject
such as this, I must have the Bible to
back me up every step of the way,
because often people get an attitude
when you start to reprove them or
try to tell them something that is
right or good for them. When
somebody really loves you, they will
pull you aside and speak a word of
wisdom to help you as you work for
God.
In John 16:7-9 Jesus said:
"Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It
is expedient for you that I go away:
for if I go not away, the Comforter
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And
when he is come, he will reprove the
world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment: Of sin, because
they believe not on me."
The Holy Spirit in a preacher
will have him reprove sin in people's lives; that is the job of the Holy
Spirit. He will reprove the world
of sin and unrighteousness because
they believe not on Jesus. The Holy
Spirit will have you tell sinners
what the Word of God says. The
way God shows men and women
love is by telling them what is right
and by telling them of the judgment
of God, warning them that they will
reap what they sow. God wants
people to know that before it
happens.
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The Long-Suffering of God
It does not matter how young or
how old you are, God will give you
a fair chance. He is not an unjust
God. It does not please Him when
people go to hell. It does not please
God to see the wicked die in their
sins. God will give them a fair
warning. He will reprove them.
God will talk to you. His Spirit
will arrest your heart and your
spirit, and if you go further, you will
have to overstep what God has
shown you. You should not overstep
and do whatever you feel like doing.
God's ministers also have the
authority to reprove. First Timothy
5:19-21 reads: "Against an elder
receive not an accusation, but before
two or three witnesses. Them that
sin rebuke before all, that others also
may fear. I charge thee before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, and
the elect angels, that thou observe
these things without preferring one
before another, doing nothing by
partiality."
Paul wrote to the young
minister, Timothy, "Them that sin
rebuke before all." In other words,
he was saying: "Send a message that
we are not going to put up with or
play around with sin. This is not a
sinning church."
People do not want to be
reproved. In 2 Timothy 3:16-17 Paul
said: "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable
[Every businessman wants to make
a profit. You would not want to
waste your time going into business
unless you could receive a profit.]
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good
works."
The Scripture is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, and for
instruction. You need good instruction on what the Word of God says
is right. Man should not live by
bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God.
The Word of God will make you
strong spiritually and will help you
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to prosper in your life. Everything is
wrapped up in the Word of God.
You do not reprove a person because you want to straighten him
out. Reproving should be done
humbly and in the right spirit,
having the Word of God to back you
up. Also, you should do it with longsuffering.
Paul admonished Timothy in
2 Timothy 4:2, "Preach the word; be
instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine." Someone might not understand the first
time or even the second time you
show him, so you ought to have
long-suffering. You should not give
up on that person. You need to
keep talking, keep loving, reprove,
rebuke, exhort, and encourage.
Admonishment With Love
Titus 2:11-15 reads: "For the
grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, Teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in
this present world; Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave
himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto
himself a peculiar people, zealous
of good works. These things speak,
and exhort, and rebuke with all
authority. Let no man despise thee."
Paul was telling Titus to be
focused and to rebuke with all
authority. We should not get entangled with things that are not
according to the Word. We are to
rebuke things that are wrong and
stay focused. We are to rebuke with
all authority, and at the same time,
let no man despise you. You must
do it with love and long-suffering.
Second Thessalonians 3:13
states, "But ye, brethren, be not
weary in well doing." You need to
tighten up the belt and do not be
weary in well doing, even if you
witness to a person and he does not
get saved or stay saved. Sometimes

people come to church and it looks
as though they are going to stay.
You may put time and effort into
helping them, but before you know
it, they are gone. Nevertheless, do
not grow weary in well doing. God
is going to bless as long as you stay
focused.
Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians
3:14-15: "And if any man obey not
our word by this epistle, note that
man, and have no company with
him, that he may be ashamed. Yet
count him not as an enemy, but
admonish him as a brother." To admonish one as a brother is to do it
with love, although some people do
not respond to love. The Bible teaches that sometimes people have to get
a hard rebuke, so we must reprove
without fear.
We are living in a hardheaded
time where people do not want to
hear about what is right. They feel
that they understand what they are
doing, and they do not want to listen. God says in Ezekiel 2:6, "And
thou, son of man, be not afraid of
them, neither be afraid of their
words, though briers and thorns be
with thee, and thou dost dwell
among scorpions: be not afraid of
their words, nor be dismayed at
their looks, though they be a rebellious house." So we must do it
without fear by the help of God.
In Isaiah 58:1, the Lord told
Isaiah, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up
thy voice like a trumpet, and show
my people their transgression, and
the house of Jacob their sins."
Then, in Titus, it talks about
how sometimes it has to be done
sharply. Titus 1:10-13 says: "For
there are many unruly and vain
talkers and deceivers, specially they
of the circumcision: Whose mouths
must be stopped, who subvert
whole houses, teaching things which
they ought not, for filthy lucre's
sake. One of themselves, even a
prophet of their own, said, The
Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts,
slow bellies. This witness is true.
Wherefore rebuke them sharply,
that they may be sound in the faith."
If the person does not listen to soft

or tender love, then love has to come
forth sharply to get their attention.
Let us live with our hearts in the
will of God.
Receiving Correction
Some people say, "I do not need
a pastor. I don't want anybody to tell
me what to do." As long as you live
in this world, somebody is going to
tell you what to do. If people go to
their jobs with that attitude, they do
not work there too long. So I want
you to see, by the help of the Lord,
that there are great benefits for us in
reproof.
Young person, there are great
benefits in receiving instructions
from your parents and people
around you who love you. They can
help you to know what you should
do and what to watch out for in life.
Proverbs 15:31-33 reads: "The ear
that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise. He that refuseth
instruction despiseth his own soul:
but he that heareth reproof getteth
understanding. [When you hear it,
you get understanding; but he that
refuses despises his own soul. If
somebody tells you what is right,
and you do not listen, the only person it is really going to hurt is you.
He who hears reproof will get understanding.] The fear of the LORD is
the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility."
Proverbs 29:15 says, "The rod
and reproof give wisdom." The rod
gives wisdom. Many boys have had
to get the rod of reproof from their
parents, and what did it do? It gave
them enough wisdom that when
they got around other children that
were doing wrong, they would say,
"Oh, not me; I'm not doing that." It is
nice to hear a child speak up and
say: "Do not do that. You are going
to get in trouble."
The other part of the Scripture
reads, ". . . but a child left to himself
bringeth his mother to shame." We
see this so often in these days. Many
people today either just do not have
the patience or they are afraid to
take control of their children. God
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gave your children to you to take
care of them. It is sad what is
happening with children these days.
People receive reproof in various ways. Proverbs 15:10-12 states:
"Correction is grievous unto him
that forsaketh the way: and he that
hateth reproof shall die. Hell and
destruction are before the LORD:
how much more then the hearts of
the children of men? A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him: neither will he go unto the wise."
A scorner does not want
correction. It is grievous to him that
forsakes the way. It may look like
the correction is what is angering
him and causing him to go the
wrong way, but it is not the correction that is sending him the wrong
way. You are telling him what is
right, but his mind is made up so he
does wrong anyway. Correction is
grievous, and the scorner does not
want to hear it. You may try to help
him by showing him love. Do not let
him turn the tables on you.
A scorner does not love one who
reproves him, and neither will he go
to the wise. This is just as true as the
Bible is real. Proverbs 10:17 reads,
"He is in the way of life that keepeth
instruction: but he that refuseth
reproof erreth." Some people refuse
reproof and instruction. People who
leave the Truth and go into false
religion where they know the people
are not living right and the preacher
is not preaching the Truth err, yet
they refuse reproof.
Hardening Your Neck
Proverbs 29:1 says, "He, that
being often reproved hardeneth his
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed,
and that without remedy." Church,
we are a body of believers, but we
have to learn to understand that
people have different personalities.
People have different ideas about
things. We have to learn to get along
with people, and we have to be
understanding.
We also have to follow leadership. Christ is our leader, and we
follow the men of God who follow
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Christ. Some people get their own
ideas about things and do not want
to listen. They get ideas in their
minds of how they think certain
things should be or how they should
go. People leave with their dreams
and follow their own ideas and
opinions. They have drawn disciples
away to follow after them. Many of
them have often been reproved, but
they hardened their necks, saying,
"I'm not going to listen because I
don't want to do it." Jesus said that
people who do not want to be reproved love darkness. You want to
have the Word of God in your mind
so that you will know how to live.
Some time or another, you have
to be reproved. Peter had to be reproved one time. He knew that God
showed him to accept the Gentiles.
He said, "Rise Peter; kill and eat."
Peter said, "I never eat anything
unclean." On a different occasion, he
had been sitting in fellowship with
the Gentiles, but when the brethren
came down, he separated himself
from them. Paul rebuked him to his
face. "Peter, you are wrong for doing
this. You need to do what God
shows you."
You might as well get ready.
There may come a time in your life
when someone might have to correct
you. Proverbs 15:33 says, ". . . and
before honour is humility." You
need to humble yourself, stay
humble, and do not get a big head.
In John, Chapter 3, Jesus talked
about how people love darkness.
They do not want to be reproved.
He said in verses 16-20: "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. For God
sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved.
He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. And this
is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because
24

their deeds were evil. For every one
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his
deeds should be reproved."
The reason that many people do
not want to line up with the Truth is
that they do not want to live right.
They do not want to stop what they
are doing because they love darkness. If they can find a church that
will accept them and let them do
what they want to do, they go and
stay there.
John 3:20-21 says: "For every one
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his
deeds should be reproved. But he
that doeth truth cometh to the light,
that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God."
When you come to the light, you
may say, "Lord, I surrender; I know
You are right, Lord." Then when you
start living right and are around the
saints, they will encourage you to do
right.
Do not fool yourself or let
anybody else fool you. People are in
darkness because they want to be
there. They love it there. A lot of
preachers will not stand for the
Truth because they like it their own
way. They are more interested in
having beautiful buildings and big
crowds of people than they are of
truly preaching to the souls of men
to keep them out of hell.
The Results of Godly Reproof
Second Samuel 12:1-3 reads:
"And the LORD sent Nathan unto
David. And he came unto him, and
said unto him, There were two men
in one city; the one rich, and the
other poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: But
the poor man had nothing, save one
little ewe lamb, which he had
bought and nourished up: and it
grew up together with him, and
with his children; it did eat of his
own meat, and drank of his own
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was
unto him as a daughter."
This little ewe lamb was like a
family member to this man and laid
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in his bosom. Verse 4 says, "And
there came a traveller unto the rich
man, and he spared to take of his
own flock and of his own herd, to
dress for the wayfaring man that
was come unto him; but took the
poor man's lamb, and dressed it for
the man that was come to him."
That little lamb was like a family
member to that man, but this other
man took it from the poor man,
killed it, and dressed it for his friend
to eat. The man of God told this
story to David; however, David had
already taken the man, put him on
the front line of battle, and had
given orders that caused Uriah to be
killed so he could take Uriah's wife.
Look at David's attitude in verse
5 after Nathan had told him the
story of the little lamb. Second Samuel 12:5-13: "And David's anger was
greatly kindled against the man; and
he said to Nathan, As the LORD
liveth, the man that hath done this
thing shall surely die: And he shall
restore the lamb fourfold, because
he did this thing, and because he
had no pity. And Nathan said to
David, Thou art the man. Thus saith
the L ORD God of Israel, I anointed
thee king over Israel, and I delivered
thee out of the hand of Saul; And I
gave thee thy master's house, and
thy master's wives into thy bosom,
and gave thee the house of Israel
and of Judah; and if that had been
too little, I would moreover have
given unto thee such and such
things.
"Wherefore hast thou despised
the commandment of the LORD, to
do evil in his sight? thou hast killed
Uriah the Hittite with the sword,
and hast taken his wife to be thy
wife, and hast slain him with the
sword of the children of Ammon.
Now therefore the sword shall never
depart from thine house; because
thou hast despised me, and hast
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to
be thy wife. Thus saith the LORD,
Behold, I will raise up evil against
thee out of thine own house, and I
will take thy wives before thine
eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives

in the sight of this sun. For thou
didst it secretly: but I will do this
thing before all Israel, and before the
sun. And David said unto Nathan, I
have sinned against the LORD. And
Nathan said unto David, The LORD
also hath put away thy sin; thou
shalt not die."
Can you see the result of godly
reproof? David did not tell Nathan
to get out of his presence and stop
talking about this. David humbled
himself and said, "I have sinned
against the LORD." When somebody
comes and tells you a word of
correction, and you know you are
guilty, just humble yourself and say,
"I did wrong. I have sinned." In this
Scripture David said, "I have sinned
against the LORD." He humbled
himself.
Despising Reproof
Proverbs 1:20-25 says: "Wisdom
crieth without; she uttereth her voice
in the streets: She crieth in the chief
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The fellowship we have with the
saints causes us to want to stay
together and never to part. However, we know it is necessary for us
to go back to our different stations
of life. May God help us to be a light
for Christ in this dark world that
needs Him so desperately. Many
souls are lost in sin that long for

place of concourse, in the openings
of the gates: in the city she uttereth
her words, saying, How long, ye
simple ones, will ye love simplicity?
and the scorners delight in their
scorning, and fools hate knowledge?
Turn you at my reproof: behold, I
will pour out my spirit unto you, I
will make known my words unto
you. Because I have called, and ye
refused; I have stretched out my
hand, and no man regarded; But ye
have set at nought all my counsel,
and would none of my reproof."
Do you sit in church under the
preaching and stiffen your heart and
refuse to heed God's Word? God
said in verses 26-31: "I also will
laugh at your calamity; I will mock
when your fear cometh; When your
fear cometh as desolation, and your
destruction cometh as a whirlwind;
when distress and anguish cometh
upon you. Then shall they call upon
me, but I will not answer; they shall
seek me early, but they shall not
find me: For that they hated knowl-

edge, and did not choose the fear of
the L ORD: They would none of my
counsel: they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the
fruit of their own way, and be filled
with their own devices."
We can see the hardhearted
people as they hear the Word of
God. For years and years, they have
heard God's Word. The Word of God
does not change. The message is still
the same, but people ignore it and
think something better is going to
happen. The Word of God is not
going to come to pass in their mind.
My friend, the Word of God is going
to be fulfilled. Jesus is coming back.
We are going into eternity.
Hebrews 9:27 says, "And it is
appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment." The Word
of God is still the same. It is not going to change. Proverbs 1:30 says,
"They would none of my counsel:
they despised all my reproof."

this "pearl" that we possess and
enjoy. You may be the only one who
can reach that hungering soul for
Christ. You need to be faithful and
stand firmly at your post of duty.
Your labor of love and sacrifice will
not be in vain.
Some day there will come a time
when we will never have to part
again, a day when we all will be

gathered around God's throne and
there receive our reward. It certainly behooves each of us to stay
true to Him at all cost. Remember,
the trials, the disappointments, and
the heartaches of this life will seem
as nothing when we look on His
dear face.

(C assette C-5544E)

Selected

OUR WORDS
May hide our thoughts
BUT OUR ACTIONS
Will reveal them.
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know how I was going to live for
God because I was driving truck and
had to work nearly every Sunday
and Wednesday. So we both prayed
that God would make a way and
decided to put Him first, leaving
everything in His hands.
The very next week we were put
to the test. I went to work and was
fired for something I did not do,
which was really hard for me, having just started out for the Lord. I
got fired for supposedly refusing to
take a drug test, yet everyone there
knew I had never messed around
with drugs. What really happened
was I had hit a trailer and put a
four-inch scratch on it. The regulations stated that a drug test must be
taken, but I was told not to worry
about it. When questioned, the person denied the truth, and I was let
go since it was his word against
mine.
There I was with a family to
support, a brand-new house to pay
for, and a great lifestyle up to this
point, but no job. I had a hard time,
and I asked the question, "Why did
God allow this?" What I did not see
was that God was really working a
way for me to get into the church
services and grow spiritually.
I tried other options in trucking,
but nothing worked out. So I felt I
had no choice but to call the Army
recruiting office and tell them I
wanted to go full-time. They said, "It
will take six to seven months to be
released from reserve and to go back
to active duty." I told them: "I don't
have enough money to wait six or
seven months. I don't even have a
job." They let me know they could
send me to recruiting school in three

weeks and probably keep me stationed in Newark, Ohio. So I
thought that would be great.
From there I went back to school
and extended my military career for
three more years. Halfway through
my training, I was told that the spot
in Newark, Ohio, was full and that
my choices would probably be Tennessee, South Dakota, Texas, or Kansas. I was disheartened again and
did not know where I was going to
go or what to tell my family. I remember calling home and asking for
prayer. I said, "God has to work
something out." I went to bed that
night praying, because it was only
one week before I graduated, and by
that time, I would have my orders in
hand.
After prayer that night, I saw a
fellow soldier sitting outside his
room, smoking a cigarette. He asked
how I was doing, so I sat down and
talked to him. I soon learned that he
was from Muncie, Indiana, and he
was all excited that he was going to
be stationed there as a recruiter.
(Muncie, Indiana is about fifteen
minutes from the Church of God
in Mechanicsburg, Indiana, where
Brother Allen Polston is the pastor.)
The next day I saw that same
man, but this time he looked sad. He
told me he had just failed the course,
and I told him I hoped something
would work out for him. When I got
back to my room, my phone rang
and a woman said, "Would you like
to go to Muncie, Indiana?" I said,
"Yes, I would!" Thank God, He answered another prayer for me and
worked out a way for me to be stationed where we could go to church.
Since that time, God has answered
many more prayers and blessed me

time and time again.
In closing, I would encourage
those who have unsaved loved ones
to keep praying for them. Even if
you think there is no hope, you
should never give up. You need to
keep praying for them! If possible,
stay in contact with them and tell
them that they are on your mind.
Even simple text messages now and
then, letting them know you are
thinking about them, can really
mean a lot. I know because this is
what worked for me.
Young person, I would caution
you not to go out into sin as I did.
Instead, you need to start where you
are right now and live for God. Do
not think you will be "cool" if you
can stand up and tell how God delivered you from alcohol and cigarettes. I want to emphasize that God
did not have to give me another
chance. I was one of four young
people who once sat together in the
church youth services. We thought it
was cool to drink, smoke, party, and
live it up. To my knowledge, I am
the only one of those four who has
come back to the Lord. So the odds
of your coming back to God and
having that testimony are very slim.
I do not know what God saw in
me or why He gave me so many
chances. He could have taken my
life in Iraq. I do not even know why
He saw fit to care where He put me
once I was saved. All I know is that
I am grateful for His mercy, and I
want to live the rest of my life for
Him.
Brother Johnny Dodson

No man ever regretted
CHRISTIANITY
on his deathbed.
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[Testimony— continued from page 20]

looked like she was passing away, I laid
her in my mother's lap and rushed to
the barn to pray. I knelt down on the
hay in the barn and began calling on the
Lord. When I came back, she was resting well, but just breathing. On Sunday,
before she was healed on Monday, she
lay in the baby carriage just breathing,
which was the only sign of life. People
were coming and going, and saying that
death was upon her. I was sitting there
praying, "Lord, you can keep this from
happening." My heart was in tune with
Heaven. I had written to Brother E. E.
Byrum for an anointed handkerchief. It
came in the mail on Monday morning.
He wrote a letter along with the handkerchief, advising us to examine ourselves before applying the handkerchief.
I carried my baby on a pillow to a big
room that we called the company room.
I sat down in a rocking chair in the
center of the room. I was earnestly praying. I felt the Spirit of the Lord pass
through the room, and He spoke to me
saying, "I am going to heal your baby."
The baby looked up at me and smiled. I
called my husband and my mother.
They came rushing in. The baby smiled
at him, and then looked again at me and
smiled. We spread the handkerchief
over her swollen body, laid our hands
on her and prayed, and she raised up
while we were praying. She then sat in
the bed and played with her play things
and the swelling instantly began to

leave. Praise God, she did not look like
she had been sick.
One of our neighbors was a Baptist
preacher who had studied medicine. He
visited us about every day. When the
news reached him of the healing, he
came to see. He asked to see the handkerchief, and the first thing he did was
to smell of it. He was so convinced and
convicted that he shut himself up in a
room in his home and prayed all night,
and the Lord opened his eyes to see the
Truth. He later moved from our community, but the last time we heard from
him, he was still preaching holiness.
This was a notable miracle before a
people's eyes. This girl is still living,
now married, and has two children who
are nearly grown. She is in the ministry
with her husband. They traveled in the
evangelistic work for several years, but
are now doing pastoral work.
We reared seven children out of
eleven and did not give them a dose of
medicine after we got saved. I felt that
the Lord had done so much for us that
we had to do something for Him. We
started services in our home. We would
take the beds down and move them out,
and then we used planks on tomato
crates to sit on. The room would be so
crowded that we could not have a fire in
the heater. The hall was full, and folks
were standing on the front porch looking in at the windows in January. In the
summer time we would have services in
our yard under the shade trees. We had

a brush arbor meeting and Sunday
school under it. People were stirred
then, and many came to see and several
were saved. It was not very long until
we had a little chapel built in which to
worship. Then the persecution began.
Some of the people called our children
"Old Sanky" at school. They did not
believe in saints on earth, anointing
with oil, and praying for the sick. I used
to fight it, too, when my husband
would tell me I was trusting the wrong
doctor. I would say, "If I didn't have any
more sense than that, I would not mention it when folks came around." Praise
the Lord, He gave me spiritual eyesight
and revealed the Truth to me. I poured
out all my medicine (some of the cabinets were full). Some folks said I was
losing my mind—I was losing the carnal
mind. I had put on the mind of Christ.
Old things had passed away, and behold, all things had become new. Glory
to His precious name!
Sister L. D. Skeen
(N ote: This testim ony w as first published in M arch
of 1963 . T h e w riter w as the grandm other of Sister
A lm eda C um m ings in the N ew ark, O hio, congregation. Sister Faye (Skeen) G reen, the tw in w ho
nearly d ied as a baby, w as Sister Cum m ings'
m other, w ho also attended the N ew ark congregation
for m any years before she w ent on to her heavenly
rew ard.)

SUMMERSVILLE, WV
October 8-14

REVIVAL: The Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, WV
Evangelist: Brother David Stegmeier, Canby Oregon
Service times: Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 6:00 p.m. &
Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders at 304-872-4047
Visit our website at: www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com

MECHANICSBURG, IN
October 22-28

REVIVAL: Church of God, Mechanicsburg Indiana
Evangelist: Brother Larry Dishman, Moss Point, MS
Service times: Monday-Friday 7:00 p.m. at Brown Road.
Saturday 11:00 a.m. at Mechanicsburg (A meal will be served by the congregation on Saturday)
Sunday 9:30 a.m. at Mechanicsburg
For further information contact: Pastor Allen Polston at telephone: 765-521-8284
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