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Simply a Dynamic
Camp Meeting!
Pastor Roger Decker greeted
and welcomed the saints and visitors to the Spring Camp Meeting
at God's Acres on Sunday, June
17, 2012. He then opened the services with prayer, invoking God's
presence and blessing to prevail.
The old song "The Old Campground" was sung by the congregation.
From the very first service of
the camp meeting, we witnessed
the wonderful manifestation of
God's Spirit among the saints.
This was a special time for the
people of God. We fully enjoyed
the fellowship of God's people and
the hearing of the Word of God.
What a blessing and a joy it was
to sit in heavenly places! It is no
wonder that David said, "I was
glad when they said unto me, Let
us go into the house of the L ORD"
(Psalm 122:1).
David was so glad that he
could commune with his brethren.
More importantly, he knew it was
at God's house that the Law
brought forth help and instruction for the soul. Being taught of
God's ways is so very crucial, especially in the days in which we
now live. As sin and ungodliness
runs more openly, godly guidelines are more essential. Without
the sound teaching of the Gospel
all would err and fall into the
sinful path. The law comes out of
Zion, the church, the place designed by God, where we hear His
unadulterated Truth. We must
follow Paul's instructions penned
in Hebrews 10:25, where he said,
"Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as
ye see the day approaching."
We can truly report that this
camp
meeting
was
simply
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dynamic from the very beginning.
It was also a very well attended
meeting. The outstanding part of
this meeting was seeing lost souls
humble themselves before God,
finding salvation. After the message on Friday night, we saw
conviction grip needy hearts and
the altars filled over and over
again. What a beautiful sight to
behold! Thirty to thirty-five souls
wept their way through to victory. In other services also, we
witnessed backsliders reclaimed
that had been away from God for
many years.
Time after time, our hearts
were blessed and our cups overflowed as the Lord poured His
blessings upon us. Some were
jumping for joy, others were
walking the aisles and shouting
the praises, and some just wept
over His goodness. What an encouragement and uplift it is to be
present when God's Spirit fills
the house with His presence and
glory! God, through the Prophet
Joel, said, "I will pour out my
spirit upon all flesh" (Joel 2:28).
God poured out blessings, instructions, enlightenment, and
conviction. You cannot see God's
Spirit with the natural eye, but
you can surely see and feel the
effects. He supplied every need to
all who sought His face. Any
needy soul in the midst who refused to yield to Him surely must
have found it difficult to resist.
One could attest that God
surely prepared a wonderful
atmosphere for us all. He always
provides plenty of good things
for the faithful souls of men to
feast upon. He provided spiritual
milk for the new convert and
honey to sweeten the bitter trials
the saints go through from time
to time. There is always an ample
supply of spiritual meat to bring
strength and health to the
[ c o n t in u e d o n p a g e 1 2 ]

Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great
white throne, and him that sat on it,
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no
place for them.
12 And I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the books
were opened: and another book was

opened, which is the book of life: and the
dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books,
according to their works.
13 And the sea gave up the dead
which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in
them: and they were judged every man

according to their works.
14 And death and hell were cast
into the lake of fire. This is the second
death.
15 And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire.

Brother Roger L. Decker
What Is the Book of Life?
The Book of Life is mentioned in
verse 15, and it is very important.
Revelation 13:8 says, "And all that
dwell upon the earth shall worship
him, whose names are not written in
the book of life of the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world."
In this verse we can see that the
Book is not just a church record, but
rather it belongs to the Lamb of
God. John tells us who the Lamb is
in John 1:29, which reads, "The next
day John seeth Jesus coming unto
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of
the world."
The Prophet Isaiah wrote in

Isaiah 53:7, "He was oppressed, and
he was afflicted, yet he opened not
his mouth: he is brought as a lamb
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he
openeth not his mouth." This prophecy is speaking of the work that
Jesus did on Calvary. We find that
the Book of Life belongs to the
Lamb, and the Lamb is Jesus. Revelation 13:8 tells us the Book is the
Lamb's Book of Life.
We want to look at what kind of
Book it is. The Bible calls it "the book
of life." What kind of life? Is it
speaking of physical life or spiritual
life? The Revelation is dealing with
the final Judgment, so it has to be
the Book that contains the life of the
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soul, because it is our spirit that
goes back to God. The Book of Life is
for those who have spiritual life.
John was not talking about physical
life; he was talking about the life
that Jesus brought.
In John 10:10 Jesus said, "The
thief cometh not, but for to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy: I am come
that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly." I repeat, this Book contains
the names of those who accepted the
life that Jesus brought to this sincursed world. In this Book is written
the names that Jesus has written of
those who have repented, confessed,
and forsaken sin.
You may ask: "Who keeps track
3

of all those names written in and
removed from the Book of Life?"
Psalm 87 deals with the prophecy of
the church. It is speaking of Mount
Zion, which is a type of the Church
of God. Verses 5-6 read: "And of
Zion it shall be said, This and that
man was born in her: and the highest himself shall establish her. The
LORD shall count, when he writeth
up the people, that this man was
born there. Selah."
I am not talking about a church
record, but I am talking about the
Book of Life. It makes no difference
how many church record books you
have your name on, if it is not in the
Book of Life, you are not going to
pass through the Judgment unscathed. No one goes into God's
Heaven whose name is not in the
Book of Life.
Judged According to Their Works
Our Scripture text says in verses
14-15: "And death and hell were cast
into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not
found written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire." This is
speaking of the second death. The
first death is recorded in Ephesians
2:1, where the Apostle Paul wrote:
"And you hath he quickened, who
were dead in trespasses and sins."
The first death is when you go into
sin and become separated from God.
If you continue that same path and
go to the Judgment in that condition,
you will experience what the Bible
calls the second death, which is
eternal separation from God.
Revelation 20:12 says, "And I
saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life:
and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in
the books, according to their works."
Notice that the word "books" is plural. When the Bible speaks of the
Book of Life, it is singular, but here
John mentioned "books." There was
an old and a new covenant. There
were those who were under the law
4

of conscience, those who were under
the Mosaic Law, and those who
were under the prophetic age. Those
who were under the old covenant
will be judged according to their
dispensations.
We who are under the new
covenant will be judged according
to our faith in Jesus Christ. However, there is only one Book of Life,
and it covers all dispensations of
time. It covers the Antediluvian Age
(before the Flood), the age of the
Mosaic Law, the era of the prophets,
and our day. There are books for
every dispensation of time. John
said the books were opened. You
and I are being written up in a book
right now. In order for you to get
into God's Heaven, your name must
be in the Lamb's Book of Life.
The first covenant was dependent upon man's keeping of the
Law. As soon as he broke the Law,
the covenant became ineffective. The
writer of the Book of Hebrews let us
know that the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ is retroactive; that is to say, it
is effective to wipe out the sins that
men committed under the old covenant and to inaugurate the fellowship promised under the new covenant.
First of all, the sacrifice of Jesus
brought forgiveness for past sins.
Every sin that you committed in the
past can be removed through the
blood of Jesus Christ. It does not
make any difference about the depth
of your sins or the quantity of your
sins. When you come to Jesus Christ,
every sin that you have ever committed in your whole life is washed
away in the blood of Jesus Christ.
We ought to have been punished for
what we have done, and we were
shut out from God; but because of
what Jesus did, when we came to
Christ, the debt was wiped out, the
breach was forgiven, and the barrier
was taken away.
Second, the sacrifice of Jesus
opens a new life for the future. Also,
it opens the way to fellowship with
God, with Whom our sins had made
us strangers. The sacrifice of Jesus
made us friends of God. He is no
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longer our enemy. Because of what
Jesus did, the burden of the past was
rolled away and life became new
with God.
Regardless of what dispensation
man was in, if he met the requirements of that dispensation, his name
was added to the Book of Life. I
want to emphasize this one point.
There is only one Book of Life, but it
covers all dispensations of time. I
repeat, there are other books and
you and I are being written up in a
book right now. There is a book for
those who are under the law of conscience, a book for those who were
under the Law of Moses (the Book of
the Law), a book for those under the
prophetic age, and also a book for
the age in which you and I are responsible (the age of Jesus Christ).
Regardless of what age a man was
living in, if he walked in the light of
that particular dispensation and
obeyed God in all that he knew at
that particular time, he was written
in the Book of Life.
Enoch walked with God, and so
did Noah, Abraham, and Moses, just
to name a few. They lived in different dispensations of time, but there
is still only one Book of Life. Those
who adhered to the light that they
had in their particular dispensations
and walked in all the light that they
knew had their names written in the
Lamb's Book of Life.
Being Born Again
Let us look at Moses. Exodus
32:30-33 says: "And it came to pass
on the morrow, that Moses said unto
the people, Ye have sinned a great
sin [talking about the golden calf]:
and now I will go up unto the LORD;
peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin. And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh,
this people have sinned a great sin,
and have made them gods of gold.
Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their
sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray
thee, out of thy book [that is singular, not plural] which thou hast written. And the LORD said unto Moses,
Whosoever hath sinned against me,

him will I blot out of my book [singular]." Moses' name was written in
the Book of Life.
In the New Testament,
Philippians 4:3 reads, "And I entreat
thee also, true yokefellow, help
those women which laboured with
me in the gospel, with Clement also,
and with other my fellowlabourers,
whose names are in the book of life."
Notice that this verse says "the book
of life," not books of life. When your
name is written in the Book of Life,
Jesus confesses your name before
His Father and the angels.
Hebrews 2:11 reads, "For both
he that sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified are all of one: for which
cause he is not ashamed to call them
brethren." I am concerned with us in
this dispensation. In order for you to
make it into God's Heaven, your
name has to be written in the Book
of Life. If your name is in the Book
of Life, it is very obvious that you
have life and you are different from
people who just have their names on
a church record.
We are recorded in the Book of
the New Covenant in this dispensation. We were born under the new
covenant, and all our names are in
the Book of the New Covenant, but
is your name recorded in the Book
of Life? Your name is in the book of
this dispensation—your name, your
activities, and your works are being
written up every day; but is your
name in the Book of Life? In order
for your name to be in the Book of
Life, you must be born again. In
other words, you have to quit sinning, but you cannot quit sinning in
your own strength. No man or
woman can do that. Oh, you might
be able to quit smoking, quit drinking, quit taking drugs, or quit a few
other things; but you cannot quit
sinning unless your name is in the
Book of Life and you have new life.
You must repent to be born
again. When I talk about repentance,
I am not just talking about making a
trip to an altar. That is not always
repentance. Emotions are good as
long as they take you to deep, heartfelt repentance. Some people come

from a religion where it makes them
feel better if they just confess, but
there is no real change that takes
place in their lives. America is saturated with that kind of religious
professors. Lots of confession goes
on, but no real repentance or
changes take place.
Real change takes place when
repentance is heartfelt; then one is
not the same person. Oh, he may
look the same and have the same
physical attributes, but there is a
change in his spirit. He does not act
the same. Why? He has the life of
Christ, and wherever Christ is,
things are not the same. He will talk
differently. The sound of his voice
will not necessarily change, but
what he talks about changes. Also,
he does not go to the same places or
have the same interests. He has
risen with Him above, and he has
heavenly thoughts. He wants to
attend the church services, not get
out of going. His desires change. He
wants to be at church on time, and
he wants to get into all the activities
of the church. He enjoys going to the
house of God. It should not be a
burden to go to the house of God. If
it is, you need to check your experience. When you have God's life, and
as you continue to serve God, you
have more abundant life.
You must turn from your sins,
dear one, confess to God, and forsake them. You do not have to confess your sins to a preacher, a pope,
a priest, or a minister; but you have
to confess them to God. Jesus Christ
is the only One who can forgive sins.
When He forgives your sins, you
will know that all your sins have
been forgiven. New life will come
into you, and your spirit will be
changed. You will not be ugly to be
around anymore.
Before I was saved, sometimes I
was unpleasant to be around. When
I got saved, I became a pleasant
fellow to be around, and I wanted to
be around others who were saved.
You must turn your back on sin.
Once your name is in the Book of
Life, there is only one thing that can
remove your name, and that is sin.
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The Grace of God and
What It Does
Again, Exodus 32:30-33 reads:
"And it came to pass on the morrow,
that Moses said unto the people, Ye
have sinned a great sin: and now I
will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall make an atonement for
your sin. And Moses returned unto
the LORD, and said, Oh, this people
have sinned a great sin, and have
made them gods of gold. Yet now, if
thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if
not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy
book which thou hast written. And
the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him
will I blot out of my book."
Moses said, "Blot me out"; but
God said, "Whosoever hath sinned
against me, him will I blot out."
Someone may say, "That was under
the old Law, but we are under grace
now." Dear one, do not get confused
about the grace of God. We do not
receive His grace to sin; we receive
grace to stop sinning.
Paul asked a question, and then
he answered it in Romans 6:1-2:
"What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we,
that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?" He said, "God forbid." I
want to be fair in the message. There
may be a time when you slip and
fall, but you dare not stay down.
You must get up and press onward
and upward.
There is a lot of controversy
about whether a man can fall from
grace and be lost when he had truly
been saved. Let us look in the New
Testament. What about a man
named Judas? Some people may say
that he was never saved, but I beg to
differ. Mark 6:7 reads, "And he
called unto him the twelve [Judas
was one of them], and began to send
them forth by two and two; and
gave them power over unclean spirits." Whom did He call? He called
the twelve, and at that particular
time, Judas was one of that twelve.
Matthew 10:1 says, "And when
he had called unto him his twelve
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disciples, he gave them power
against unclean spirits, to cast them
out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease."
Then in verses 2-4 He listed the
names of His disciples: "Now the
names of the twelve apostles are
these; The first, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother;
James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother; Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the
publican; James the son of
Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose
surname was Thaddaeus; Simon the
Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who
also betrayed him."
Luke 10:1 states, "After these
things the Lord appointed other
seventy also [other than the twelve,
Jesus also appointed seventy others],
and sent them two and two before
his face into every city and place,
whither he himself would come."
Here we find the appointed seventy
also. The word "also" means besides
the twelve disciples.
Luke 10:17-20 reads: "And the
seventy returned again with joy,
saying, Lord, even the devils are
subject unto us through thy name.
And he said unto them, I beheld
Satan as lightning fall from heaven.
Behold, I give unto you power to
tread on serpents and scorpions, and
over all the power of the enemy: and
nothing shall by any means hurt you
[though it is an honor to work miracles, to be endowed with talents,
and to be endowed with influence
and learning, yet it is a chief joy that
we are numbered among the people
of God]. Notwithstanding in this
rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice,
because your names are written in
heaven."
Jesus said, "Your names are
written in heaven." Where were
their names? They were in the Book
of Life. Judas' name was in the Book
of Life; his name was written in
Heaven. Back in those days, the
citizens of a city or a state were accustomed to having their names
written in the book of register. Most
of our names are in a telephone
6

book. Also, there are registers at the
courthouses that list our names in it.
In Jesus' day, a person's name
would be blotted out when he
became unworthy or forfeited the
favor of his country. The disciples'
names were "written in heaven,"
and that means they were citizens of
Heaven; they were friends of God.
They had been approved of God,
and they would be permitted to
dwell with Him. This is of far more
value than all earthly honor, earthly
power, or wealth. People should
rejoice in this more than in the imminent endowments of influence,
learning, talents, or possessions.
The Apostles' names were in the
Book of Life. They were in a change
over period. They were still under
the Law. Jesus had not died on the
Cross yet, so they were under the
Mosaic Law. Only when Jesus died
on the Cross were their sins taken
away and forgiven.
Can a Person Lose Out With God?
Acts 1:15-26 reads: "And in those
days Peter stood up in the midst of
the disciples, and said, (the number
of names together were about an
hundred and twenty,) Men and
brethren, this scripture must needs
have been fulfilled, which the Holy
Ghost by the mouth of David spake
before concerning Judas, which was
guide to them that took Jesus. For he
was numbered with us, and had
obtained part of this ministry. Now
this man purchased a field with the
reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst,
and all his bowels gushed out.
"And it was known unto all the
dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as
that field is called in their proper
tongue, Aceldama, that is to say,
The field of blood. For it is written in
the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man
dwell therein: and his bishopric
[which simply means 'office'] let
another take. Wherefore of these
men which have companied with us
all the time that the Lord Jesus went
in and out among us, Beginning
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from the baptism of John, unto that
same day that he was taken up from
us, must one be ordained to be a
witness with us of his resurrection.
"And they appointed two,
Joseph called Barsabas, who was
surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And
they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord,
which knowest the hearts of all men,
show whether of these two thou hast
chosen, That he may take part of this
ministry and apostleship, from
which Judas by transgression fell,
that he might go to his own place.
And they gave forth their lots; and
the lot fell upon Matthias; and he
was numbered with the eleven
apostles."
Verse 17 says that "he [Judas]
was numbered with us, and had
obtained part of this ministry."
Verse 25 says that he fell by transgression. Judas was part of the ministry; he was part of the twelve. He
was given power to cast out devils
and to heal the sick just as the eleven were and the other seventy. Judas
was caught up in things that he
ought not to have been. The devil
actually entered his heart, and he
became a betrayer. As a Christian,
you can backslide, or lose out with
God. If I did not know it from the
Scriptures, I would know it from
experience. After I first started
serving God, I fell away. I was not
truly sold out as I ought to have
been, and then I came back to the
Lord and have been faithful ever
since. I repeat, you can lose out with
God.
Revelation 3:1-6 reads: "And
unto the angel of the church in
Sardis write [the angel there means
'messenger,' and this message is to
the pastor of that church]; These
things saith he that hath the seven
Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I
know thy works, that thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead.
Be watchful, and strengthen the
things which remain, that are ready
to die: for I have not found thy
works perfect before God.
"Remember therefore how thou
hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. If therefore thou

shalt not watch, I will come on thee
as a thief, and thou shalt not know
what hour I will come upon thee.
Thou hast a few names even in
Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with
me in white: for they are worthy. He
that overcometh, the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the book
of life, but I will confess his name
before my Father, and before his
angels. He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches."
In this letter to the church in
Sardis, we read that he who overcomes has his name written in the
Book of Life. What if he overcomes
and then stops overcoming? It says
in the Scriptures that if he overcomes, his name will not be blotted
out; his name will be confessed
"before my Father, and before his
angels."
A man who once had the Spirit
of God and fell away and is sitting
on a barstool somewhere is not overcoming anything, but rather he is a
tool of Satan. The thought that once
you are saved you can never fall
away is simply not true. What will
you do with the Scripture that says
the only ones in the Book of Life are
those who overcome?
Some people get caught up in
lethargy and become complacent
and back away from God; they slip
away. Do not tell me that they have
spiritual life and that they are
overcomers. They might have been
at one time, but they backslid and
got away from God. The Bible
speaks very plainly that the only
ones who are in the Book of Life are
those who overcome.
God's Way Is the Right Way
Again, Revelation 3:5-6 states:
"He that overcometh, [Who? The one
who overcomes.] the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the book
of life, but I will confess his name
before my Father, and before his
angels. He that hath an ear, let him

hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches."
James 5:19-20 reads: "Brethren, if
any of you do err from the truth,
and one convert him; Let him know,
that he which converteth the sinner
from the error of his way shall save
a soul from death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins." That is very
plain. Who was James talking to? He
said "brethren." James 1:1 says,
"James, a servant of God and of the
Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve
tribes which are scattered abroad,
greeting."
You may ask, "Who are the
twelve tribes?" Acts 26:6-7 tells us:
"And now I stand and am judged for
the hope of the promise made of
God unto our fathers: Unto which
promise our twelve tribes, [What
about them?] instantly serving God
day and night, hope to come. For
which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I
am accused of the Jews." Here we
see the apostle in front of King
Agrippa, and he told about the
twelve tribes. Verse 7 says they are
"serving God day and night."
It is possible to lose out with
God and backslide. In 2 Timothy
4:10 Paul talked about Demas, saying, "For Demas hath forsaken me,
having loved this present world,
and is departed unto Thessalonica;
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto
Dalmatia." Demas is mentioned
three times in Paul's writings, and it
looks like there is a spiritual decline
that took place in his life.
In Philemon, verse 24, Demas is
listed among a group of men whom
Paul called his fellow laborers. In
Colossians 4:14 he is mentioned
without any comment at all. Then in
2 Timothy 4:10 we read that Demas
had forsaken Paul because he loved
this present world. First, we read
that Demas was the fellow laborer
in Philemon. Finally, Paul said
Demas was a deserter who loved
this present world. Before us is a
history of Demas' spiritual degeneration. Little by little, the fellow laborer became a deserter; his title of
honor became the name of shame.
When I speak of the Book of
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Life, I am talking about being
counted as one of God's people.
Speaking of Demas, nobody knows
for sure what happened, but Paul
said this much about him: he loved
this present world. The Bible says
the world is enmity against God.
(James 4:4). It is an adversary to
God's people.
You cannot be in love with God
and the world at the same time. You
cannot have split affections. God
must be number one, or supreme, in
your life. God has to be first in your
life in all things. God's plan is the
right plan; God's way is the right
way. When you date and when you
marry, it should be in the Lord. The
world is enmity against God.
Going back to the Book of Life,
are you considered one of God's
people? We read in Matthew 7:2123: "Not every one that saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in
thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity."
Matthew 25:41 says, "Then shall
he say also unto them on the left
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels." Is your
name recorded in the Book of Life?
It is not enough that you attend a
congregation somewhere and that
you are faithful in the services. It is
not enough that you are involved in
church activities. If your name is not
recorded in the Book of Life, it can
be. All it takes is a little talk with
Jesus and turning from your sins.
You must leave sin behind completely, and then you must serve
God with all your heart. You will
never be sorry. You will be so glad
that you made the right choice.
(C ompact D isc TR -755M )

7

Revelation 3:1 And unto the angel
of the church in Sardis write; These
things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know
thy works, that thou hast a name that
thou livest, and art dead.
2 Be watchful, and strengthen the
things which remain, that are ready to
die: for I have not found thy works

perfect before God.
3 Remember therefore how thou
hast received and heard, and hold fast,
and repent. If therefore thou shalt not
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and
thou shalt not know what hour I will
come upon thee.
4 Thou hast a few names even in
Sardis which have not defiled their

garments; and they shall walk with me
in white: for they are worthy.
5 He that overcometh, the same
shall be clothed in white raiment; and I
will not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but I will confess his name
before my Father, and before his angels.
6 He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Brother E. David Stegmeier
The Importance of Being
an Overcomer
The Bible does not teach a secret
rapture. When Christ splits the
clouds, there will be a great noise;
but He is coming back as a thief in
the night, or at an unguarded moment. He will come very boldly. He
is not a thief, because He purchased
the church. Verse 5 of our Scripture
text says, "He that overcometh. . . ."
Only overcomers will make Heaven
their eternal home. Only overcomers
will keep their names in the Book of
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Life.
What do we overcome? We
overcome sin, by the grace of God. I
thank God for that privilege! We can
overcome temptation when we are
tempted; we do not have to yield to
it. We can be victorious and reign
over all sin. One songwriter asked
the question, "Are you reigning,
sweetly reigning?" Jesus said in
Revelation 3:5, "He that overcometh,
the same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and I will not blot out his
name out of the book of life, but I
will confess his name before my
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Father, and before his angels." According to this Scripture, we must
be overcomers. I thank God for that,
because as overcomers, we can have
good solid marriages. The precious
brothers are good fathers and good
husbands. The precious sisters are
good mothers and good wives.
Revelation 20:14-15 reads: "And
death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire." The first death is
when you first commit sin and you

die a spiritual death. If you commit
sin, you may be living physically,
but you die spiritually. The second
death will separate you from God
eternally. That connects with Revelation 3:5, which states, "He that
overcometh, the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the book
of life. . . ."
I want to focus on verse 1 of our
Scripture text, which reads, "And
unto the angel of the church in
Sardis write; These things saith he
that hath the seven Spirits of God,
and the seven stars; I know thy
works, that thou hast a name that
thou livest, and art dead." According
to history, the city of Sardis was the
capital of the kingdom of Lydia. The
main industries of the city were the
manufacturing of woolen goods and
gold ornaments. Corsesus was the
last Lydian king. He had planned a
a campaign to attack Cyrus, the king
of Persia. In B.C. 331 Alexander the
Great invaded Persia and overthrew
the kingdom. The kingdom continued until it was overthrown by the
Romans in B.C. 146. The great Grecian general conquered the kingdom
of Persia, and eventually the kingdom of Greece was overthrown by
the Romans, who ruled when Christ
was born. The city of Sardis was one
of the first to receive this Gospel
through the preaching of John, but
later they rebelled against the teachings of Jesus Christ, and today
Sardis lies in ruins. Our success is
contingent upon our acceptance of
Jesus Christ and His Gospel.
Accountability
First Corinthians 10:12 states,
"Wherefore let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall." An
attitude of overconfidence is dangerous. It is good to have a shroud of
godly fear over you continually. If
you are saved, you need to realize
that you can fall into sin. You must
be careful to watch your thoughts
and your affections. Paul said,
"Wherefore let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall." An

attitude of overconfidence is dangerous. I have seen people fall in my
generation, and you can read of
many more who have fallen in the
Word of God. Let us stay cautious as
God's people.
The Scripture text that we read
has a prophetic meaning covering
the fifth-seal age, the age of Protestantism, when God had been driven
out of religious organizations and
human rule had been supplanted. I
want to look at it on the surface.
This letter was written to the angel,
and the Bible says in Chapter 1 of
the Revelation that the angels represent the pastors. A pastor is the most
responsible person in a congregation, As a pastor, I take my responsibility very seriously. I realize that
my responsibilities are so great that
if I have any extra time, I need to
spend it in the Word of God. There
is no greater responsibility than
being a man of God. A medical doctor has great responsibility in working with the physical man. Pastors
deal with eternal souls. Many people make eternal decisions in the
house of worship, decisions that will
damn their souls eternally. Some
people die spiritually in the house of
worship. They refuse to move on.
I believe that a father has the
greatest responsibility in the home;
however, there is someone over him.
Fathers need to be in subjection to
and accountable to the pastor. Accountability is good for us. Even as
a boy, I was always very religiously
inclined. I remember back in the
sixties that members of the Assembly of God made it a goal that they
were going to have a million members in that organization. They
made that goal, but in the process
many of their ministers went into
deep sin. I read some of their writings, and they said of reaching their
goal, "We have forfeited the quality
of holiness in our race." Holiness is
far more important than numbers.
Men and women need to go to
church so they can be accountable.
Ministers must be accountable to
God and to one another. There is
such a thing as accountability. I tell
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my wife where I am going, how
long I expect to be gone, and what I
will be doing. I have taught school
since 1963, and the first place that is
on my mind when I check out at
school is home. I do not hang out
with the guys. I go home, because
that is where my heart is. In the
1960's, many books were written on
accountability. Jimmy Swaggart, Jim
and Tammy Faye Baker, and many
others in the Assembly of God
movement went wrong because of
their lack of accountability. God
wants you and me to be accountable. You need to be in every service
so your pastor can talk to you.
Christ sent this letter to the
pastor of the congregation in Sardis.
Each of the seven churches had a
need. When we go to the house of
worship, the Word of God exposes
the needs and helps us to see those
needs. I want to be my best for God,
don't you? Those needs will be supplied if the leadership addresses the
needs. Too many people who are in
leadership are either afraid of the
people or after a paycheck. Needs
can be supplied if the leadership
addresses the needs and the people
willingly respond.
John said their works were not
perfect. I believe God requires perfection among His people. Jesus said
in Matthew 5:48, "Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father which is
in heaven is perfect." Christians are
to be perfect in their obedience to
God. As far as man is concerned, I
am not perfect, but in God's sight
I am perfect.
God has His ministry in His
hands, and through them He sends
His message. Revelation 1:16 says,
"And he had in his right hand seven
stars: and out of his mouth went a
sharp twoedged sword: and his
countenance was as the sun shineth
in his strength." Revelation 1:20
reads, "The mystery of the seven
stars which thou sawest in my right
hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels
of the seven churches: and the seven
candlesticks which thou sawest are
the seven churches." We are a
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blessed people. We are a candlestick, and we want to shine very
brightly. The ministry has a tremendous responsibility.
Spiritual Deadness
Out of the seven churches, only
two received no criticism or blame
(Smyrna and Philadelphia), and two
received no praise (Sardis and
Laodicea), and three received some
praise and some blame, or criticism
(Ephesus, Pergamos, and Thyatira).
The Church of God is different in
that we have a God-called ministry.
It is a God-sent ministry, and it is a
God-placed ministry. I remember
when God spoke to me so strongly.
The voice I was hearing was unmistakable. When God called us to Oregon, I remember Brother Emerson
Wilson saying to me, "Just know
that you have been called and that is
where you are supposed to go, because there will be times when you
will be shaken, and you may be
tried to the point where you feel that
you cannot stand." I have always
known that God called me there,
and I refuse to leave. I love the
people in my congregation.
God intended for the church in
Sardis to be reinstated. God speaks
to help. He wants to help each of us.
Some of them had grown careless
and indifferent. If we are not careful,
we can get in a form and not really
get involved. We can be like spectators rather than participants and
grow careless and indifferent. The
Bible says all they had was a name.
Again, Revelation 3:1 says, "And
unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that
hath the seven Spirits of God, and
the seven stars; I know thy works,
that thou hast a name that thou
livest, and art dead." I hate dead
religion. I like life. Jesus said, "I
know thy works, that thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead."
They had a name, and they were
alive physically, but they were dead
spiritually. How alive spiritually are
you?
Revelation 3:2 says, "Be watch10

ful, and strengthen the things which
remain, that are ready to die." If we
are not careful, we can become lackadaisical. I do not want that. I like
excitement. I love to attend the
church services and meditate and
sing and have a good time. It is awesome! If we are not careful, we, too,
can become apathetic, and then we
will be in the same condition that
the church of Sardis was in.
First Timothy 5:6 says, "But she
that liveth in pleasure is dead while
she liveth." People out in sin think
they are really living, but I have
news for them: they are dead. They
think they are living it up, but in
essence, they are dead. The church is
living it up. Paul said she who is
living in pleasure is dead while she
lives. They may be alive physically,
but they are dead spiritually. How
is your relationship with the Lord?
Our Scripture text says they had a
name while living, but in essence,
they were spiritually dead.
How much interest are you
taking in the reading of God's Word
each day? Is it exciting to you? I
enjoy studying the Word, do you? I
think it is exciting. Are you reading
God's Word each day? How fervent
is your prayer life? How faithful is
your church attendance? We are
living in a day when too many people miss the church services when
they should be there. I teach 100
percent church attendance. How is
your attendance to the functions of
the church? In our congregation,
every Saturday night we have a
youth meeting. The youth gather
together, have something to eat, and
have Bible study; it is a very rich
time. I expect 100 percent participation from our youth.
Perilous Times
The church at Sardis was
charged with a sin of hypocrisy.
They professed to be something that
they were not. They were attempting to live a name, but they were
dead, spiritually speaking. They had
a profession without a possession.
There is a lot of hypocrisy today.
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Many churches today have the
name, but they are dead spiritually.
They have drifted away from their
first love. They may be increased
with goods, but the Bible tells us
that the Laodicean church thought
they had need of nothing; however,
they had need of spiritual renewal.
You need to examine your
personal relationship with God. Are
you zealous for the Lord? Do you
have any zeal to work for God?
How is your love for God? Do you
have a burden for lost souls? When
I see Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses,
and Seventh Day Adventists walking up and down the city streets, it
bothers me because they are spreading false teachings. How about the
rich experience that you once had, is
it still vital? How frequently do you
amen the message? I like to see people show some excitement in the
services. When was the last time you
testified?
No doubt, life in Sardis had
become too easy for the church.
Hard times and persecutions are
good for the church. The church in
Sardis found nothing to do, which
reminds me of what Amos said.
Amos 6:1 reads, "Woe to them that
are at ease in Zion." Even though I
am older, I still like excitement, and
the church is so exciting. In this day
and age of easy living, we must be
careful that we do not drift. Second
Timothy 3:1-2 states: "This know
also, that in the last days perilous
times shall come. For men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy." We should be so thankful,
because unthankfulness can cause
us to become unholy.
Verses 3-4 continue: "Without
natural affection [we see so much of
that today], trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent [or hard to be
with], fierce, despisers of those that
are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God." I have no desire
for anything out in the world. I am
fully satisfied with the Lord and in
the service of God. Verse 5 says,

"Having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof: from
such turn away."
Second Timothy 4:2-4 reads:
"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine. For the time will come
when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they
shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto
fables."
Heed the Warning
In the Old Testament, when Eli
was not fully doing his job, his boys
were evil. After Eli's death, one of
Eli's daughters-in-law had a child.
Her father-in-law was dead, her
husband was dead, but the thing
that was the hardest to take was that
the ark was gone. Therefore, she
named her child Ichabod. What a
horrible condition, to wake up and
realize that God was gone! Years
ago, a sister who sat under H. M.
Riggle and some of the old reformers said, "I finally realized that
somewhere I had lost out with God."
That is a terrible thing! Eli's
daughter-in-law named her child
Ichabod, which means, "the glory of
the Lord has departed."
How much time and effort are
you putting into your walk with
God? Should your pastor or evangelist be concerned about your walk
with God? If we look at life correctly, what a man of God has to say
to you should be of utmost importance. Are you taking time out of
your busy schedule each day to talk
with the Lord and to read His
Word? The condition of your soul
should be your top priority.
Let us consider a man of God's
responsibility. Ezekiel 33:7 states,
"So thou, O son of man, I have set
thee a watchman unto the house of
Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the
word at my mouth, and warn them
from me." I do everything I possibly
can to help people to see it when

their attitude is not what it should
be or when their walk with God is
suffering. My job as a minister is to
warn people, and that is what I do.
We need to be serious-minded people. When your pastor warns you,
you need to heed the warning. It is
so important to be in the house of
worship. It is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of an angry God. We
have never-dying souls. How is
your relationship with God?
Jeremiah 1:7-8 reads: "But the
LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a
child: for thou shalt go to all that I
shall send thee, and whatsoever I
command thee thou shalt speak. Be
not afraid of their faces: for I am
with thee to deliver thee, saith the
LORD."
You need to have some fear of
God. There is just not enough of the
fear of God in people today. Verse 9
says, "Then the LORD put forth his
hand, and touched my mouth. And
the LORD said unto me, Behold, I
have put my words in thy mouth."
Ezekiel 33:30-33 states: "Also,
thou son of man, the children of thy
people still are talking against thee
by the walls and in the doors of the
houses, and speak one to another,
every one to his brother, saying,
Come, I pray you, and hear what is
the word that cometh forth from the
L ORD. And they come unto thee as
the people cometh, and they sit
before thee as my people, and they
hear thy words, but they will not do
them: for with their mouth they
show much love, but their heart
goeth after their covetousness. And,
lo, thou art unto them as a very
lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an
instrument: for they hear thy words,
but they do them not. And when
this cometh to pass, (lo, it will
come,) then shall they know that a
prophet hath been among them."
You may laugh or make fun of
the man of God, but what he says
will come true. Sometime, somewhere, it will happen. Those people
enjoyed listening to Ezekiel, but
they had no intention of obeying
what he said. When you listen to the
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Word of God as it is preached, your
intention should be that you are
going to obey it. You want to check
your life to see that you are obeying
it. If you are not, you must strive to
live up to that which you should.
"Take Time to Be Holy"
Someone once said this: "The
best response to the service is not,
'That was a fine message,' but rather
'God has spoken to me, and I need
to do something about it.'" Today we
are surrounded by much religion. I
would say 99 percent of religion is
nothing but a sham. Spiritual lethargy has effected the masses. Keeping a good close connection with
God means that you must take time
to foster that relationship.
One songwriter wrote this:
Take time to be holy,
Speak oft with thy Lord;
Abide in Him always,
And feed on His Word.
Make friends of God's children,
Help those who are weak,
Forgetting in nothing
His blessing to seek.
Take time to be holy,
The world rushes on;
Spend much time in secret,
With Jesus alone.
By looking to Jesus,
Like Him thou shalt be;
Thy friends in thy conduct
His likeness shall see.
Take time to be holy,
Let Him be thy Guide,
And run not before Him,
Whatever betide,
In joy or in sorrow,
Still follow the Lord,
And, looking to Jesus,
Still trust in His Word.
One sister who came to our
congregation years ago was such an
awesome help to us. She would say,
"If you have a need in your life,
search the Bible for a promise and
then hold on to it." Whatever the
need is, whether it is financial,
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physical, or whatever, look for a
promise and when you find one,
hold on to it. Do you want to know
the Lord better? Then you must
spend more time with Him.
Moses said in Leviticus 20:7,
"Sanctify yourselves therefore, and
be ye holy: for I am the L ORD your
God." Ephesians 4:23-24 reads: "And
be renewed in the spirit of your
mind; And that ye put on the new
man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness."
Many times I have not felt well, but
I went to the services and felt so
much better after I went. I felt renewed, invigorated, strengthened,
and excited.
One Sunday in particular I went
to the study and laboriously worked
on my notes, but I was not really
inspired. We went to church, and
the saints just started popping up
and testifying. I thank the Lord that
He knows what we need. We used
to call them "popcorn testimonies,"
and it was awesome! Paul said to be
renewed in the spirit of your mind,
and then put on the new man,
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
The Apostle Paul penned the
words in 1 Timothy 4:8, "For bodily
exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things,
having promise of the life that now
is, and of that which is to come."
You would think by the way some
people are out there jogging and
exercising that it was the reverse of
what this Scripture says.
Hebrew 12:14-15 reads: "Follow
peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no man shall see the
Lord: Looking diligently lest any
man fail of the grace of God; lest any
root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many are defiled." How is your relationship with
God? In closing, I want you to read
an old song written by D. S. Warner
entitled "Fire in the Soul."
Is the spirit glowing in thy heart?
Oh, my brother, can you say
That you feel the burning love of God
In thy bosom day by day?
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Yes, 'tis love, 'tis burning love divine,
Filling all my soul's desire;
Oh, how sweet its glories ever shine!
Now I feel the glowing fire.
Has the merit of the blood divine
Swept away thy sinful stain?
And does heaven's glory in thee shine,
Ever bright and holy flame?
Is thy hope unclouded by a fear?
Hallelujah! Do you know
That the love of God is burning clear
In thy heart as white as snow?
Do you feel the mighty, living power,
Filling all thy mortal frame?
And does all the heart forever pour
Streams of glory to His name?
If thy all is on the altar laid,
Guard it from each vain desire;
When thy soul the perfect price
hath paid,
God will send the holy fire.
How is it with you? Is something glowing down inside your
heart? Are you excited or have you
become lethargic or indifferent? You
have a name that you are living, but
are you about to die, or have you
died? You need to be honest. There
is still a thrill in my soul. It is wonderful to serve the Lord! If you have
lost that excitement, just a little talk
with Jesus will help.
(C ompact D isc TR-626E)

[Cam p M eeting Report—contin. from p. 2]

Christian's life. These good things
come through the preaching of the
Gospel. His ministry sounds forth
the Truth so that we can grow and
mature in faith and in spirituality.
We thank God for a faithful ministry that cares for our souls and
helps to protect us from the enemy's
attacks.
Brother Larry Dishman was the
evangelist for the evening services
throughout the camp meeting. He
certainly brought soul-stirring
messages from God's Word. The
sermons he brought were clear,
pointed, and searching, which
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produced great benefits. Other
brethren also proclaimed timely
counsel and instruction, which we
deeply appreciate. When the Spirit
of God is allowed to have His way,
He will feed man with heavenly
manna. Surely the singing by the
Newark choir as well as the special
singers made the hallelujahs echo
throughout the tabernacle.
The close of the camp meeting
always brings sadness to our hearts.
One reason is knowing there are
those who walk away without having their needs met. Hopefully, they
will acknowledge their needs and
find a secret place to pray. Another
cause of sadness is that of having to
part with those whom we love so
dearly. Many miles will separate us
until we can once again come
together to worship.
The good fellowship with God's
people causes us to want to stay
together and never have to part.
These times of refreshing bring
strength, encouragement, and renewed hope to our hearts. However,
it is necessary for us to go back to
our different stations of life. May
God help each one to be a light for
Christ in this sin-darkened world
that needs Him so desperately. Many
souls are lost in sin that long for
this "pearl of great price" that we
possess and enjoy. You may be the
only one who can reach that hungering soul for Christ. Therefore, you
must be faithful and stand firmly at
your post of duty. Your labor of love
and sacrifice will not be in vain.
Eventually there will come a
time when we will no longer have to
part again, a day when we all will
be gathered around God's throne
and there receive our reward. It
certainly behooves each of us to
stay true to Him at all cost. The
trials, the disappointments, and the
heartaches of this life will seem as
nothing when we get a glimpse of
His dear face.
If you were unable to be at the
camp meeting but desire to hear the
messages and the singing, we encourage you to order the recordings.
You will find them listed on page
26.

Influence and
a Good Name

I was thinking some time ago
along the line of influence and a
good name. When young people
who were raised in the Truth go out
in sin, because of their actions and
decisions, their names may get drug
through the mud, so to speak.
Young person, if when you are
much older you were to write your
autobiography, what would it say?
You are young, just entering life,
and you need to think ahead, because every decision you make is
going to have an effect on your life.
Every decision that comes your way
should be made in the light of eternity.
You should also consider how
your decision is going to affect your
good name, the name that has been
handed down to you from your
parents. I never wanted to bring
reproach or shame to my parents. It
was a fear that was bred into me,
because of the way I was raised. I
never wanted to hurt my parents.
Young person, your best years are
yet to come. The best work that you
can do for God is yet to come. As
you look back at your life so far,
what do you see? Do you see a life
full of regrets and shame? Is it a life
focused on material gain? The
world pushes us toward material
gain, a gain that amounts to little.
In the big picture it does not
amount to anything.
Some people strive for fame and
fortune. Many athletes and famous
people in this world have one
thought in mind, and that is to get

rich and become famous. They are
only thinking of number one, but
there is a much higher calling.
Young people who are blessed to
have been raised in the Truth know
there is a much higher calling than
anything the famous people in the
world can strive for. This calling is
to be a child of God, to be saved, to
influence people for Christ, and to
raise your family in the Truth. Your
life should be a mirror for God.
When people look at you, your life
should point them to Christ.
In your mind, fast forward to
your funeral. Let us suppose that
your lifelong friend is walking by
your casket. What would that person think of you? How would he or
she remember you as a person?
Would his or her mind be filled with
regret or shame that he or she had
been associated with you? Would
that person remember you as only a
good, moral person and not as
someone who lived faithfully for
Christ? Would you be remembered
as an evil person? No doubt, you
have been around someone whose
every thought seemed to be evil.
How would you be remembered?
Would you be remembered as an
alcoholic? Alcohol is attracting
many young people today. Sometimes it is through peer pressure.
Many young people experiment
with drugs, and they may try to get
you to experiment with drugs too.
Would you be remembered as a
womanizer, as one who abused
women and took advantage of
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them? Would you be remembered
as morally good and successful in
life, but nothing more?
The most important thing that
could be remembered about you is
that you put God and His church
first and foremost in your life. That
is the greatest compliment that
anyone could ever give you. If someone were to walk by your casket
and say that your life was full of
good works, living for God, and
trying to lead others to Christ, that
would be the ultimate compliment.
Each of us is writing our own
autobiography. An autobiography is
an account of one's life, written by
oneself. What are you writing? You
may not be writing on paper, but
you are writing an autobiography
on other people's minds. You are
writing it as you live. What are
people thinking when they see decisions that you make or see how you
react to situations? What goes
through their minds? Do they
think, "That person goes to the
Church of God"? Do you cause people to look down on the Church of
God because you have made the
wrong decision or because you
lashed out? How do you deal with
problems in general?
One part written in your book
could be about your background.
Your good name could be hindered
by the decisions that you make.
How do you deal with success in
life? Some people cannot handle
too much success. A person might
acquire a lot of money or get a re13

ally good job and make a lot of
money, and soon he may start leaning on the arm of flesh. When a
person starts to lean on their financial successes in life, it is not long
before spiritual life begins to suffer.
Many people are watching your
life. Your friends, family, coworkers, and neighbors are watching. You have a little corner of the
world that you need to impact for
Christ. Sometimes it is tough to get
through the hard fronts that people
put up. Some young people may be
trying to structure their lives after
yours. If you are veering off toward
the world, always striving for material gain and heading toward sin,
your life is going to influence the
lives of others. It is your responsibility to make sure your life points
them toward Christ in everything
you do.
Second Thessalonians 3:6-9
reads: "Now we command you,
brethren, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw
yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly, and not after
the tradition which he received of
us. For yourselves know how ye
ought to follow us: for we behaved
not ourselves disorderly among you;
Neither did we eat any man's bread
for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that
we might not be chargeable to any
of you: Not because we have not
power, but to make ourselves an
ensample unto you to follow us."
Here we read that the ultimate goal
is to follow Christ. Young person,
you need to be careful of whom you
associate. Verse 6 tells you not to
associate with people who walk
disorderly, or people who get out of
order and cause problems. You need
to make sure the associations that
we make in this world are not
dragging down your name.
No doubt, you have heard the
expression "guilt by association."
You could be in a situation where
you are completely innocent, but
you will be judged by the people
with whom you keep company.
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Whether it seems fair or not, it
happens. Therefore, you must be
careful of your associations. If they
are not living for God, they will not
lead you in the right direction.
Some of their bad habits will rub off
on you and influence you to go the
wrong direction.
Every decision that you make
could have a long-term effect. You
need to weigh every decision in the
light of eternity. If it does not weigh
out in the light of eternity, it is
going to affect you, your name, and
your spiritual relationship with
God. You need to shy away from
decisions that could turn you away
from the things of God and the
things of the church. Why did Paul
pay such close attention to conduct?
Verse 9 states, "Not because we
have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to
follow us." Again, in verse 8 Paul
said, ". . . that we might not be
chargeable to any of you." He wanted to keep his good name and good
influence. He knew that people
were watching.
Your influence reaches further
than you could ever imagine. People
are watching you, but not necessarily in a bad way. Younger people
may be watching. It would behoove
you to stay close to God.
First Corinthians 9:27 reads,
"But I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by
any means, when I have preached
to others, I myself should be a castaway." Paul saw the need to keep
his body, or the flesh, under. After
he had preached and after all the
great things he had done, he knew
he still had to keep his body in subjection to the Higher Power. This
flesh wants to retaliate if wronged.
It wants to get the last word in
during an argument. Sometimes it
is better to keep silent and hold
your peace. If you feel you are in a
situation where ones are getting
upset and tempers are flaring, it is
best to keep quiet and let things
smooth over for a little while. Later,
you can resume the conversation or
discuss the problem with a level
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head.
The flesh wants the easy way.
Paul had to struggle with his flesh.
His flesh wanted to relax and drift
along for a little while. We all know
that drifting takes you in the wrong
direction. If you start drifting, you
are going backward. The Christian
life is all uphill, but it is a great life
to live. However, you cannot sit
back and relax or you will drift.
Paul said, "Lest by any means when
I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway." My own
biggest fear is that I might backslide on God. I never want to go
back on God. I know how hard it
was to get saved the first time, so I
do not want to try to cross that
bridge again. I want to stay as close
to God as I possibly can.
As great a man of God as Paul
was, he still had a body to contend
with, just as you do. In 1 Corinthians 15:31 he said, "I die daily,"
meaning that he brought his body
into subjection to the will of God.
Let us consider a life that is
inviting to sinners. Romans, Chapter 12, is all exclusive as to what a
Christian's life should be. Verses
1-3 tells us: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
For I say, through the grace given
unto me, to every man that is
among you, not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think;
but to think soberly, according as
God hath dealt to every man the
measure of faith."
There are a couple of high
points in these verses that stood out
to me. The first one is "reasonable
service." What is reasonable service? It is being a living sacrifice,
completely yielded to God. Think of
what our forefathers went through
as the church, the martyrs, and the
Apostles. Most of the Apostles be-

came martyrs. Think of what Jesus
went through for us. He was rejected, and He gave His life for us.
That was the ultimate sacrifice! He
left His home in Glory and became
flesh. He was despised. "He came
unto his own, and his own received
him not" (John 1:11). It had to be
very difficult to have His own reject
Him and push Him away, to be
crucified, to hang on the Cross,
knowing that most of the people
there wanted him dead. They did
not want any part of the salvation
that He was bringing.
Our living sacrifice, or that
which is expected of us, is very
small in comparison to Christ's
sacrifice, and it is very reasonable.
We should expect to be asked to do
much more. Romans 12:2 states,
"And not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed." If you want
your life to speak volumes in this
world and lead others to Christ, you
have to be different, and that
difference is Christ in you.
If you live your life for Christ,
you will not necessarily have to say
a lot to people. You can live the life,
and when given the opportunity,
you can witness. People will see a
difference. Even if they get upset at
what you say, they will know there
is a difference in your life. Young
person, you have to keep yourself
under subjection and live a life that
is pleasing to God. People see
so-called Christians every day. Our
nation is a so-called Christian nation, but sadly, it has drifted a long
way from being a Christian nation
today. People need to see a true
Christian to know what one is.
Another part of the Scripture
reading that stood out to me was to
be "transformed by the renewing of
your mind." When you are transformed by the renewing of your
mind, you change the way you
think and the outside will follow. If
there is a will on the inside, God
will lead you and give you direction.
Sooner or later, you will measure to
the Word of God completely. The
Bible says that we are perfected. As
God leads, He will perfect you more
and more. Verse 3 tells us not to

think of ourselves more highly than
we should. One of the worst traits
that could be written in a person's
autobiography is pride. If you say
that you are a Christian, yet you
have a proud, arrogant air about
you, that will put a bad taste in a
sinner's mouth. Soon they will not
want to have anything to do with
you or your religion.
Sometimes people think that
they are better than others because
they go to church once a week. You
need to have an attitude of thankfulness for what God has done and
for the salvation that He has
brought. You must not have a
proud attitude. You should never
look down on others. People can see
if you truly care and have the love
that comes from God. It will radiate
from you, and it will compel others
to come to Christ.
The Bible tells us of the parable
of the great supper. In that parable
Jesus told that none of the prestigious, invited guests came. They all
had other obligations. The invited
guests did not see their need to
come to the supper. They did not
see the need to sit and be fed. They
had other things to do; they were
too busy. Therefore, the servants
went out into the highways and
hedges and invited the poor, the
maimed, the halt, and the blind.
This is a good description of where
we need to be looking today. We
should be looking for people who
are down and out. Matthew 9:12
says, "They that be whole need not
a physician, but they that are sick."
People must feel their need of
Christ. Often they need to be at the
lowest state in their lives, a place
where they can see that what they
have done has turned their lives
into a mess.
Romans 12:9 tells us, "Let love
be without dissimulation. Abhor
that which is evil; cleave to that
which is good." You must let your
love be without dissimulation, or
false pretenses. If you do not have
the true love that leads others to
Christ, people can tell. You must
have the love that comes from God
so that you can deal with people.
Romans 12:10 instructs, "Be
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kindly affectioned one to another
with brotherly love; in honour
preferring one another." Romans
13:9-10 reads: "For this, Thou shalt
not commit adultery, Thou shalt not
kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou
shalt not bear false witness, Thou
shalt not covet; and if there be any
other commandment, it is briefly
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. Love worketh no ill to his
neighbour: therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law." We can see
that love reaches out past any barriers. If you have the love of God in
your heart, people can feel it, and
that barrier can be removed.
Romans 12:11 tells us not to be
slothful in business. If you live your
life in a way that is appealing to others, it could lead someone to Christ.
When the Bible says not to be slothful
in business, it means not to be lazy in
business. God wants His people to be
good stewards in the business world.
You may go to church every time the
door is open, raise your hand, and
pray. However, if you have a bad
name in the business world, that will
hinder your work for the Lord. If you
have a business deal with somebody,
you need to make sure that you are
up front with them completely. People should be able to say: "The people
at the Church of God are really good
people. They are honest." That needs
to be the rapport we have with the
world. As I said before, you can have
a good name passed down to you from
your parents, but you can ruin that
name quickly. Your name could be
plastered all over the paper for a
couple of bad things that you did, and
all of a sudden, the name that you
thought was good is ruined. Just one
person in the family could make a
mess for everybody.
Romans 12:16 says, "Be of the
same mind one toward another. Mind
not high things, but condescend to
men of low estate. Be not wise in your
own conceits." In other words, do
not fail to help others who need
help spiritually. You might feel that
you are getting along well today,
but tomorrow you could be the
one who is down. Young
[continued on page 24]
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James 1:12 Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation: for when he is
tried [or when he is tested and found
faithful], he shall receive the crown of
life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love him.
13 Let no man say when he is
tempted, I am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth he any man:

14 But every man is tempted, when
he is drawn away of his own lust, and
enticed.
15 Then when lust hath conceived,
it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is
finished, bringeth forth death.
16 Do not err, my beloved brethren.
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down
from the Father of lights, with whom is

no variableness, neither shadow of
turning.
18 Of his own will begat he us with
the word of truth, that we should be a
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear, slow to
speak, slow to wrath:
20 For the wrath of man worketh
not the righteousness of God.

Brother Richard Talbot
A Condition of Decline
If one would apply these
principles to life, it would save
much heartache. Many times people
become stirred, and then they make
decisions that are not in accordance
with the will of God. You need to be
swift to hear and very slow to speak.
You need to remember that you are
going to have to live with what you
say.
I want you to focus your
attention on verse 15 of our Scripture text, which says, "Then when
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death." I want you to
consider the process in which a righteous soul dies, spiritually speaking.
Losing out with God is a slow pro16

cess. Backsliding is not a quick
death. It is not usually an instant
decision or something that happens
overnight. It is a long struggle, a
time in which God and Satan are in
a serious wrestling match for your
soul; it is a tug of war. The enemy of
your soul is tugging and pulling at
your heartstrings.
The devil is working hard on
your mind to fill it full of fiery darts,
trying to lure you away, pull you
down, and turn you back. On the
other hand, God is working in every
way possible to reason with your
soul. He is trying to pull you toward
Him. God is pulling one way, and
Satan is pulling the other way.
Sometimes this struggle may go on
for weeks, months, or years. People
in this situation have not gone all
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the way out into the world. They are
in no man's land, so to speak, just
existing and trying to do one thing
or another. Satan is really pulling to
break the hold that God has on you,
and God is pulling to break the hold
that Satan has.
The way you lend your thoughts
can lean you toward God. You need
to cast yourself at the foot of the
Cross, surrender your soul entirely
to the Lord, and break the power
that Satan has on your life. On the
other hand, you can, in utter despair, give up and throw yourself
toward Satan's side and break the
ties that God has had upon your
soul. In this condition, many times
your life is filled with internal turmoil and unrest. There is no peace of
mind in that condition. You will be

filled with doubts and fears. No
spiritual rest can be found in such a
state. Outwardly, others looking on
may not notice anything amiss. You
can never really know what is going
on inside a person unless God gives
you divine discernment. There may
be leaks to the outside, but often
people learn to put on a front; yet
down inside a raging war is going
on.
A soul never dies alone. Its effect
can be devastating to all under its
influence. If you backslide, it is not
an individual process. If you lose
out with God or if you inwardly
consider backsliding, it will affect
others around. You cannot backslide
without effecting other people.
Sometimes people become tired of
the struggle and actually plan to
backslide. Too many people do not
have the victory in their souls that
they need to have. Their joy, the
spark of their spiritual lives, is burning at a low ebb. They have no real
unction concerning the things of
God, no thrill in the songs of God,
and no zeal in testifying. Their prayer life is about done. The soul that
was once on fire for God is just
about snuffed out altogether.
The Need of Maintaining
a Clear Conscience
Just as the physical death of a
loved one might have far-reaching
effects resulting in a lifetime of emptiness, there is a void and a sadness
for the soul that loses life with
Christ. Remember, the Scripture
says, ". . . sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death." There is a
process with this death.
The Apostle Paul spoke of two
men named Hymenaeus and Alexander in 1 Timothy 1:19-20. Referring to them, he said: "Holding faith,
and a good conscience; which some
having put away concerning faith
have made shipwreck: Of whom is
Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom
I have delivered unto Satan, that
they may learn not to blaspheme."
Paul said others were holding faith
and a good conscience, but these

two men had put away a good conscience and had made shipwreck
with their faith.
Friend, you cannot allow or
tolerate a bad conscience in your
life. You have to keep a good conscience in all things in order to hold
to your faith. A person does not
make shipwreck without a cause.
Sometimes it may be storms of life,
but the shipwreck was brought
about by changing one's focus. No
one can make shipwreck of faith
who never had faith; therefore, those
two men were once true believers,
yet they failed fatally. Paul told of
not holding to their faith with a
good, clear conscience toward God.
The person who puts away a good
conscience makes shipwreck with
respect to their faith. If you put
away a good conscience, you are
going to make a wreck of your life.
Faith is pictured as the vessel,
and a good conscience as an anchor.
The soul begins to die ever so slowly
as the individual begins to drift
from the divine lifeline of faith. Hebrews 2:1 says, "Therefore we ought
to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at
any time we should let them slip."
This struggle sometimes can go on
for many years.
A conscience tender toward God
can be destroyed by stepping across
boundaries. A conscience can be
seared with a hot iron. You need to
realize the need of maintaining a
good clear conscience toward God
and man. There should be nothing
in your heart or life that would keep
you from having the joy of salvation
ringing in your soul. This struggle in
many people's lives can go on for a
long time. The soul tries to survive
and stay alive, only to have its life
slowly smothered by neglect and
deprived of its life-saving remedies.
We are taught strongly in the
Scriptures that a man must work to
keep himself, as well as to be kept,
by the power of God. You must keep
yourself in the love of God. You
need to work to keep yourself so
that you do not lose those things
that you have wrought. The greatest
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • A u g ust 2 0 1 2

endeavor you have is to guard your
soul.
Ways to Preserve the Spirit
In the late 1800's John Wesley
wrote some thoughts on preserving
the Spirit, and he listed six things to
preserve the spirit. Here are those
six things. First, he said always be
faithful to your conscience. Do not
confound human reason with the
supreme resource of reason. You
must keep a good conscience and be
faithful to your conscience. You
should not argue with your conscience, bring in any human reasoning, or try to reason away the divine
resource of reason. Second, he said
to give no advantage to the enemy of
your soul by human reasoning upon
any command of God. God's command
does not always line up with human
reasoning. Third, he said at the first
moment of human reasoning, you become unarmed, thereby losing all your
defense against evil. Fourth, he said
always remember that when you are
most fervent for God to prepare yourself
for temptation. Fifth, he said godly
piety, deep thoughts, and watchfulness
are always necessary. Sixth, he said
you need to stop the very moment that
you realize you are no longer in control
of your life.
When you realize that the last
step you took and the last decision
you made was not one that will
serve you well in your spiritual life,
you must stop; do not go any further. You must back up and correct
that wrong move. That does not
mean that you are necessarily
backslidden if you make a wrong
move. It is what you do when you
realize you made it. If you realize
that you have made a wrong choice
or a wrong decision, you should
quickly back up, humble yourself,
admit it, and confess to God. You
must clear the record with the Lord.
You must not try to bring in human
reasoning, or justify yourself and
make a way for it, because that will
only lead you to the downward path
of spiritual death.
You need to realize that God is a
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loving God. He is not going to kick
you when you stumble. God will be
right there to lift you up and help
you. I know that from personal experience. God is right there to help.
First Timothy 3:9 reads, "Holding
the mystery of the faith in a pure
conscience." First Timothy 1:5-6
states: "Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure
heart, and of a good conscience, and
of faith unfeigned: From which
some having swerved have turned
aside unto vain jangling." The idea
of jangling refers to the thought of
idleness being locked into human
reasoning against that of a holy and
a pure conscience.
What Is Your Conscience Saying?
What does your conscience say?
What is God saying to you? He is
the One you really have to answer
to. What is your inner being saying?
What is that little voice down deep
inside telling you? Many people
play with the most deadly possession they have. Playing with your
conscience is very deadly. The Proverb writer said in Proverbs 6:27,
"Can a man take fire in his bosom,
and his clothes not be burned?"
Many people try to play with fire.
They play around the edges of sin
and wonder why things are not
working out right for them. They
wonder why they are having this
problem or that problem. You cannot play with fire and not get
burned, and you cannot play with
your conscience and not be affected
by the outcome.
Hebrews 13:18 says, "Pray for
us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live
honestly." Honesty must be an important part of the child of God's
life. Honesty is compromised so
many times and seemingly so easily
among those who claim to be Christians. I am talking about real openhearted honesty. Some people promise you something and never do it.
Old age forgetfulness is one thing,
but if they tell you one thing and
they remember it, and then decide
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they are not going to do it, then that
is not being honest. If you deliberately renege on your word, you are
not being honest. Sometimes people
get themselves in a situation where
they make statements and then do
not live up to them.
Suppose you were to tell your
wife that you like her hair when you
really do not, and then when you go
to church the pastor preaches on
honesty. So God begins to stir your
heart and put you under conviction
for the answer that you gave your
wife. Now you have to ask God to
forgive you and go back to her and
say, "Honey, do you remember
when you asked me if I liked your
hair? I lied to you. I did not really
like it." As you try to get out of the
hot spot, you often get into another
one. The point is, you need to be
honest with each other, with all
men, with yourself, with your
pastor, and with God.
The pastor ought to be honest
with his people, even when they are
good people, or his favorites. Does a
pastor have favorites? Well, Jesus
had some favorites. James and John
were His favorites. You can read
about their having special privileges
that the rest of the Apostles did not
have. They were His main disciples.
Some people work well together
and have a good relationship, and
God blesses that. You need to be
careful of what you criticize. Jealousy will destroy your soul.
The Way to Victory
Again, backsliding is a slow,
agonizing death that takes place.
You must be careful that a little
jealousy or ill will does not work on
your soul. You may struggle against
it, and pray about it, but not get rid
of it. It might do you good to ask
your pastor to help you. You need to
be serious with God. If you are
floundering or struggling with
something, get to somebody who
can talk straight to you. You cannot
tolerate those things and survive
very long. It will bring you down.
When God brings you to a place to
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deal with something and you do not
deal with it, you could lose out with
the Lord entirely. It will bring spiritual death. The soul will struggle to
stay alive as much as a drowning
man struggles for air to breathe. He
will try to work himself back up to
the surface for air. Even if a little
twig is floating by, he will reach for
it, trying to find anything that can
help him.
There is a sadness when you are
in a situation where you are struggling to stay alive spiritually. I want
to encourage you to throw away all
the excuses and cast yourself afresh
on the mercies of God. He alone can
help you and save you and set your
feet on the Solid Rock. You do not
have to live a miserable spiritual
life. You can have real victory and
be happy.
There are efforts made from
time to time to revive a soul. People
can become righteously stirred as
the Holy Spirit speaks to them. They
sometimes make moves to an altar
of prayer and appear to be sincere in
wanting to get things straightened
out in their lives. They make an
effort to revive their dying souls, but
within a few weeks or months, they
find themselves struggling again.
They push themselves to pray,
sometimes they read the Bible more,
but they do not get anywhere with
that. The soul is slowly suffocating
under the pillow of indifference.
John the Revelator called it lukewarmness; it is indifference and
carelessness.
Many times souls leave an altar
of prayer after they have shed some
tears. That may cause a person to
feel better emotionally. Tears are an
outlet for your emotions. However,
crying does not save you or cure the
problem. You may weep and feel a
little better, but the truth is, you
need to stay a little longer after you
have dried your eyes and get down
to business with God. You should
not leave the altar until you have
victory in your soul.
You may say, "I might be bad,
but I'm not as bad as somebody
else." If you are living in sin, you are

wrong. You do not have time to put
off salvation. Hell will be filled with
people who did not believe in the
Lord. They might be good moral
people, but they will populate hell.
God has only one hell, but if you are
not good enough to go to Heaven,
you are going to end up in hell
among the worst sinners. Holding
faith and having a good conscience
is the only way to obtain help from
the Lord.
Guard Your Soul
Proverbs 3:1-8 reads: "My son,
forget not my law; but let thine
heart keep my commandments: For
length of days, and long life, and
peace, shall they add to thee. Let not
mercy and truth forsake thee: bind
them about thy neck; write them
upon the table of thine heart: So
shalt thou find favour and good
understanding in the sight of God
and man. Trust in the LORD with all
thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine
own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart
from evil. It shall be health to thy
navel, and marrow to thy bones."
In talking about knowledge and
wisdom, Solomon went on to say in
verses 21-26: "My son, let not them
depart from thine eyes: keep sound
wisdom and discretion: So shall they
be life unto thy soul, and grace to
thy neck. Then shalt thou walk in
thy way safely, and thy foot shall
not stumble. When thou liest down,
thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou
shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall
be sweet. Be not afraid of sudden
fear, neither of the desolation of the
wicked, when it cometh. For the
LORD shall be thy confidence, and
shall keep thy foot from being
taken."
What was David's prayer? In
Psalm 51:10-12 he cried: "Create in
me a clean heart, O God; and renew
a right spirit within me. Cast me not
away from thy presence; and take
not thy holy spirit from me. Restore
unto me the joy of thy salvation."

You need to guard your soul. It is
the most important task you have on
this side of eternity. You should
guard your soul with all your
strength and obedience to God. People say it costs too much to obey, but
to disobey costs so much more. You
need to obey the Lord.
The Key to Obedience
Consider the example in the
Scriptures of King David. He had a
very personal experience with God
that would put many people to
shame by the way he lived. He was
an inspired writer for the Lord. He
knew in whom he believed, and he
was strong in faith, giving glory to
God. David said in Psalm 23:1-4:
"The LORD is my shepherd; I shall
not want. He maketh me to lie down
in green pastures: he leadeth me
beside the still waters. He restoreth
my soul: he leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil: for thou art with
me. . . ." David was filled with the
Lord. Often he called out, "I shall
not be moved." He also declared
that the Lord was his rock, his defense, and the horn of his salvation.
Psalm 28:1 lets us know that
David was a man of prayer. He
poured out his soul before God in all
circumstances of life. He was abundant with praise and thanksgiving.
Psalm 34:1 says, "His praise shall
continually be in my mouth." Psalm
118:28 reads, "Thou art my God, and
I will praise thee: thou art my God,
I will exalt thee."
Such a child of God could and
did commit sin, the hard sins of
adultery and murder. Let every one
of us take warning, because in an
hour of weakness, you, too, can give
in to the flesh. No matter how spiritual you are, if you let down your
guard and become careless with
your soul, you will be overcome,
just like any other individual. You
are only kept by the power of God,
so you need to keep yourself in the
love of God and obey His commandG o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • A u g ust 2 0 1 2

ments. Conscience is part of God's
design to give us direction.
I cannot help but feel in my own
mind that David's conscience troubled him as he was making those
decisions. He had to overstep it. No
one is immune against Satan's tactics. Only as you stay in the love and
power of God can you defeat him.
You need to listen to the inner voice,
the sweet voice of God when He
says, "Do not do that! Do not take
another step; that is far enough." I
wish at times that God would say,
"Stop! Don't do that!" as a mother
does to her child when he is about to
get burned. God wants you to make
the decision. He will say, "Do not
take another step."
When you hear God tell you not
to take another step and you take
that step, you are in open violation
to His Word, and you become a
rebel. You are rebellious and you
commit sin. God said no, yet you
did, and you crossed the line. Sometimes God will alert you to stop
thinking about certain thoughts.
Maybe you did not realize how your
thoughts were going, but God
brought it to your attention. It is up
to you to listen. God is not going to
make you stop, but He will let you
know that you should stop. If you
fail to stop, you sin. You took one
step too far.
You need to listen to that still,
small voice that speaks to you. It
will keep you on the straight way
and keep your soul alive. It takes
getting down to the root of the
problem, and coming clean with
God.
Are you struggling in your soul?
Are you tolerating wrong in your
life? Are you allowing things to exist
that could bar you from Heaven? Do
not take the chance and endanger
your soul. You should not put your
eternal welfare in jeopardy. You
need to get it cleared up. You will be
better off to get it all out of the way.
Let your soul rejoice through a
spiritual life.
(C ompact D isc TR -473M )
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Proverbs 27:1 Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.
Proverbs 29:1 He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.

Brother Larry Dishman
A Wasted Life
It is shocking to realize that our
Savior plainly taught that the
human race as a whole is going
headlong into destruction, into everlasting torments. The majority of
people are heading that way. Sometimes that causes us to ask the questions: "Why do people remain lost?"
and "Why do some people refuse to
yield to the Holy Spirit?" The answer is, procrastination. Many people intend to get saved. They do not
intend to be lost forever. I do not
think that anyone has made up his
mind, "I want to go to hell; I have no
intention of going to Heaven." My
friend, procrastination causes many
souls to end up in a devil's hell.
Let us consider some things that
are inevitable if you continue to
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procrastinate. How are you going to
escape a wasted life if you continue
to procrastinate? The vast majority
of people who are saved get saved
when they are young. Statistics
prove that most people who get
saved and stay saved give their
hearts to the Lord when they are
young. That does not mean that a
middle-aged or older person cannot
be saved. Some people get saved
while they are in their eighties. God
has mercy on them, but for the most
part, people who wait until they are
older will continue to procrastinate.
Let us suppose for the sake of
argument that you do not get saved
while you are young and time lasts,
and you get saved as an older person. The chances are that would not
happen, but even if that were the
case, you would still wake up to the
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reality, "I have wasted my life."
Friend, you do not have to go on in
sin and waste your life. However, if
you put off salvation and continue
to procrastinate, you cannot escape
a wasted life.
I solemnly warn every individual of this: you cannot escape a
wasted life if you continue to procrastinate. Even if you should get
saved later, you will still have tears
and heartaches over the years that
you have wasted. The years that are
gone and those years that you waste
in sin can never be redeemed.
Young person, you should not let
the devil cheat you out of your salvation. Do not let the devil waste
your life.
Just a few days before my mother passed away, she went and talked
to my older brother who was living

in the depths of sin at that time.
When she finished talking to him
that day, she sang to him the old
hymn, "Wasted years, wasted years,
Oh how foolish." It is a foolish thing
to waste your life in sin.
What does procrastination lead
to? It leads to more sin. If you have
been procrastinating and putting off
your salvation, the devil is going to
lead you into more sin. He will get
you more and more entangled in the
depths of sin. I have heard it said
many times, and it is so true: "Sin
will take you further than you want
to go, it will keep you longer than
you want to stay, and it will cost
you more than you want to pay."
Mercy House is a place a few
miles from where we live. When
some people are sentenced to go to
prison, the judge may let them go to
Mercy House instead if they promise to stay there and go through
their program. Sometimes young
men whose lives are bound with
alcohol and drugs will turn themselves in, and they, too, can live at
Mercy House.
The first Sunday of the month,
and at other times, they attend the
services at Pine Grove Church of
God in Mississippi. Their lives are
so wrecked, and they are bound
with the habits of life. They often
come and spend time with us
through the week. We work with
some of these men on the grounds at
the church. Some of these men are
good carpenters, electricians, and
even doctors. What happened to
them? Sin took them further than
they wanted to go, it kept them longer than they wanted to stay, and it
cost them more than they wanted to
pay. Most of their homes are broken,
and they often request prayer concerning getting their homes back
together.
The old devil is not merciful to
anyone. He will keep dragging people down. Friend, if you do not get
saved, the devil is going to take you
a little further, and then a little further, until he gets you into a bad
situation, where you are so bound
that it seems there is no way out of

your situation. So many people today are bound by the things of the
world, and they cannot see a way
out of their dilemma.
Consider the Inevitable
Consequences of Sin
We are told in the Bible that the
way of the transgressor is hard.
Galatians 6:7 tells us, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap." A life of sin cannot turn
out happily. It is just impossible.
Not once has a life of sin ever turned
out happily in the end, and it never
will. I am not saying that you cannot
find pleasure in sin; but I am saying
that when you come to the end of
life's journey, you will realize that
you took the wrong road when you
traveled the road that leads to destruction. How can a person escape
the chastening of God if he procrastinates? How can he escape the inevitable train of sorrows that follows
the road of sin?
Sin is blinding, and it is a hellish
thing. It leaves the marks of pain,
shame, and heartbreak, and it leaves
a guilty conscience wherever it goes.
Suppose you were to continue to
procrastinate a few more years.
Even if you were to eventually get
saved, you cannot avoid the wrath
of God and the punishment of sin
that inevitably follows. I am talking
about broken homes, broken health,
prodigal children, lost friendships,
and bleeding hearts. These are the
inevitable consequences of sin. After
you have lived the life of sin, sowed
your wild oats, so to speak, and
have done all these things, you need
to remember that getting saved does
not mean that you will not reap for
the things that you have sown in
this life.
Consider the sin of adultery.
You can prevent yourself from getting into that situation. There are no
words to describe the hurt, the bitterness, and the feelings that go
along with adultery. Friend, you
will reap what you sow in your
body. Some men think that they can
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get by with sin. They think that
somehow they do not have to listen
to God. They think they can go out
and have fun, and somehow they
will be able to escape the wages of
sin. Sin consumes physical strength
and causes diseases of all kinds.
An individual may be robust,
but if he gets involved in the depths
of sin, it will not take long until that
one who was once strong and healthy becomes very weak. You can
visit the hospitals and see in their
faces the pain and agony written
across their brows. You may go to a
nursing home and see a young man
or a young woman bedfast with
some fatal disease, and many times
it is due to sin. Hospitals are filled
with broken, diseased bodies. Sin
will undermine your health. It has
cut a swath of devastation and ruin
down through the ages of time and
piled up its human wrecks all along
the shores of life's dreams.
Sin destroys mental faculties. To
prove that, all you have to do is go
to an insane asylum and look into
the faces of men and women. If you
were to inquire into their lives, you
would find that nearly all of them
are there because of sin. Asylums
are filled with sin-wrecked minds.
Sin destroys peace of mind. It
perverts affection and ruins all the
soul's fairest prospects.
The Hardening of the Heart
I want you to think about what
procrastination leads to. It leads to a
wasted life. It leads to more and
more sin, reaping, and a hardened
heart. Many times it is easy to
preach the Gospel in foreign countries, and to tell of God's grace to
those who have never heard the
beautiful story. How tender is the
heart that has never heard that Jesus
came into this world to die for
sinners! The deadly danger of procrastination is that it results in the
hardening of the heart. Neglect
deadens the conscience and dulls
the ears until one cannot hear God's
call. Neglect blinds the eyes to the
inevitable consequences of sin.
21

When one hears the Gospel and
then postpones salvation and
continues to say no to God time and
time again, do you know what happens? The Gospel becomes common.
I fear that is what is working on
many people today. You can become
hardened to the Gospel. Possibly a
person who has not been raised in
the church might be moved easily to
an altar of prayer. However, you can
become Gospel hardened because
you have heard the message so
many times. You can become less
and less sensitive to the voice of
God.
The things that once moved
your heart no longer move you
because you have procrastinated.
Often I have seen evidence of people's hearts becoming hardened
when they hear the Gospel. The
Gospel will turn a person's heart to
God, but if you do not listen to God,
if you do not do something about it,
it will turn your heart further away
from God.
If you are not saved, you are
getting closer to hell than you have
ever been, because the Gospel
changes you one way or the other. It
is going to have either a positive
effect or a negative effect. There is
something about God's Word. The
Bible says it "shall not return unto
me void" (Isaiah 55:11). God's precious Word will not return void. It
accomplishes that which it is sent to
accomplish.
Second Corinthians 2:15-16 says:
"For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are
saved, and in them that perish: To
the one we are the savour of death
unto death; and to the other the
savour of life unto life. And who is
sufficient for these things?" Those
who are not saved by the Gospel
will find that their hearts have been
hardened by the Gospel. Pharaoh
hardened his own heart by neglecting warning after warning, so His
repentance was insincere. His heart
grew calloused and indifferent.
Plague after plague came from God,
yet Pharaoh hardened his heart.
Pharaoh would not repent with
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godly sorrow, and since he would
not do what God was urging him to
do, God forced the issue so that his
heart was forever hardened. At first,
Pharaoh hardened his own heart;
then the Bible says, "God hardened
his heart." He died in the Red Sea
with his army, forever to be an example of a man who would not hear
God's voice. He hardened his heart,
and then he became so hardened
that he could never be what God
wanted him to be.
Trifling With the Holy Spirit
If you turn down the Gospel
now, and if time should last another
week, it will probably be easier to
turn it down again next week. If you
turn it down next week, it will be
easier to do it next month. If you
turn it down next month, if time
should last another year, it will be
even easier. You may ask, "Does it
really work that way?" Where are
many of the saints' children? I thank
God for the saints' children who are
saved, but many of them are out in
sin. Why are they out in sin? It is
due to procrastination. They were
tenderhearted at one time. They
went to Sunday school and were
taught Bible truths by godly men
and women. The saints of God
warned them, and they had good
Christian parents. Where are they?
Many of them are out in the depths
of sin.
Friend, you can look around and
see what sin does. Young person,
look at what sin has done to others.
Is that what you want in your life? It
was the same way with me when I
was a young person. Most of the
young people I was raised with are
in the depths of sin, bound by the
habits of life. Dear one, with all that
I have within me, I am trying to
flash a red light of warning before
you. Stop! Hold it for a moment and
consider what procrastination will
do to you! Let us reason together
about this. Look at what sin does to
an individual's life.
My friend, do you know that it
is possible that one day you will not
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be moved at all by the teachings of
the Bible? A day may come when
you will not be stirred by all the
pleadings of a godly mother, a godly
father, a preacher, or whomever it
might be. I plead with you, do not
wait until your soul becomes deafened to the tender call of God's Spirit! It is possible for you to become
hardened and for your conscience to
become less and less tender. The
refusal to heed to the voice of God is
connected with the hardening of the
heart. Sinner, the worst thing that
can happen to you is your heart can
become hardened. You can become
insensitive to your danger, and indifferent to the claims of Christ. You
can reach a point where you will no
longer be moved by the pleadings of
your best friend or by the preaching
of the Gospel. Do not neglect your
salvation any longer; do not procrastinate any longer.
Do you really believe that the
sweet Holy Spirit is going to strive
with you forever and that He will
never become angry? How many
insults do you think God will take
from your wicked, unbelieving,
Christ-rejecting heart before He
allows you to slip into a lost eternity? How long will you trifle with
the influence of God's Spirit? When
the Holy Spirit speaks to your heart
and you say, "No, not now," you are
trifling with the influences of God's
Holy Spirit. One day every sinner
will receive his last call from God.
Your Greatest Danger
The fourth and final thing that
procrastination leads to is a devil's
hell. That is where procrastination
ends. Sinner friend, if you neglect
your soul's salvation, how are you
going to keep from dropping off into
a devil's hell? I believe that procrastination is the shortest road to hell. It
is the quickest way to get there, and
if you neglect your poor soul, then
one day you will wake up in torments where the fire never goes out
and the worm never dies, according
to the words of Jesus. I plead with
you to earnestly consider your soul.

You need to count the cost and pay
the price. Do not let these words slip
from your mind.
Men cannot escape dropping off
unprepared into a lost eternity if
they persist in procrastination, or if
they persist in putting off their salvation. A person may say, "I don't
really think hell is real." Friend, hell
is a scriptural fact. It is a settled fact,
a sure fact. It is a place of darkness,
a place of death, a place of damnation, a place of despair, and a place
of denial. If all the water was converted to ink and all the steel into
pens, still all the horrors of hell
could not be portrayed. If all the
fires that ever were and all the fires
that ever shall be were contracted
into one fire, it would be like a
painted picture on the wall compared to what hell is going to be
like. Hell is one long night, and after
you have been there ten million
years and you look toward the future, you will only see eternity. It
stretches on and on without hope.
When once the gates of hell are shut,
they will never be unbarred, because on every chain of hell is written "Forever."
No doubt, Felix, who was a
governor in the Apostle Paul's day,
is in hell. Do you know why? From
what I read in the Bible, Agrippa is
in hell due to his procrastination. If
we could interview souls down in a
devil's hell and ask: "Why are you
here? Why did you choose death?
Why did you choose sin?" I believe
they all would say: "I intended to
get saved and repent of my sins. I
knew that I ought to be saved, but I
did not see any need to be in a
hurry. I was just a young person
when God started dealing with me,
but I postponed the matter and neglected my soul's salvation. Now,
alas, it is too late for mercy and too
late for pity! I am forever lost in this
place of darkness."
If you could go from one soul to
another among the doomed souls,
most of them would reply that they
intended to get saved. No doubt,
they thought for sure they would.
They meant to repent of their sins,

but they kept putting it off, and they
waited too long. Finally, they awoke
in a devil's hell.
Sinner friend, backslider, do you
know what your greatest danger is?
Someone may say: "I think it would
be dangerous to become a drug addict, an alcoholic, a drunkard, or to
be bound by sin. That would be my
worst danger." Your worst danger is
procrastination, because for every
other kind of sin, there is a remedy;
but there is no remedy for the individual who consistently resists the
Holy Ghost. However bad your
past, however guilty your conscience, today if you will repent and
place your faith in the Son of God
and turn to Jesus Christ, you will
receive forgiveness and salvation.
On the other hand, if you neglect to
do that, you are almost in hell
already.
No matter how convinced you
are that the Bible is true, no matter
how solemnly you resolve that one
day you are going to get saved, no
matter how many prayers have been
prayed for your soul, if you neglect
your salvation, you are on the broad
way that leads to destruction. Uncounted millions land in hell by
traveling the broad way of procrastination. To keep your soul out of hell,
you must turn from your procrastination and repent of your sins. You
need to run to Jesus for mercy before
it is too late. Dear sinner, as the
birds

pick up their seeds scattered by the
sower, so Satan would like to take
the Word of God out of your heart. I
plead with you, do not let the devil
remove the seeds that have been
planted by men of God. Won't you
take heed today? Do not allow this
solemn warning to slip by, because
if you procrastinate, you cannot
escape a devil's hell.
If you want to be saved, Christ is
ready. He died for your sins. Everything that it takes to save you has
been accomplished as far as He is
concerned. Are you willing to turn
to Jesus with your whole heart? Are
you willing to trust Him and
depend on Him for forgiveness,
salvation, and a home in Heaven? If
you are willing to do that, He is
willing to save you at this very
moment.
Many times people are at the
crossroads of life. They have to do
something, because just a little further down the road, it will be too
late. If you are at the crossroads, you
can never return there again. You
must make a decision while you are
at the crossroads of life. You must go
one way or the other. Now is the
time to do something before the
devil wrecks your very life. What
will you choose?
(Com pact Disc TR-720E)

It is equally easy for God to supply
our greatest as well as our smallest
needs, to carry our heaviest as well as
our lightest burden—just as the ocean
bears the battleship as easily as it does
the fisherman's vessel.
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person, you need to reach out to others who are feeling low.
Romans 12:18 tells us, "If it be
possible, as much as lieth in you, live
peaceable with all men." It is hard to
get into an argument with someone
who does not argue back. If there is
an issue or a problem, leave it with
God and go about your business. If
you keep close to God, it will not matter what other people say or do. If you
will keep a good connection with God,
the problem will seem small.
Young person, if you will do all of
these things that I have mentioned,
in the end your autobiography will be

a good one to read. You will not have
any regrets. Undoubtedly, you will
have some small regrets when you
are making this decision or that decision, but overall you will have a good
report. You can have a good name and
lead others to Christ through your
good life.
The thought I want you to
remember is this: you must make
every decision, whatever it is, in the
light of eternity. You need to ask
yourself what lifelong effect is your
decision going to have on your name
and on the church. You need to learn
to look forward a little. It is easy to
have tunnel vision, only seeing what

My hope is built on nothing less,
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.
The Psalmist David declared his confidence in the Lord as
an "expectation of something desired." He found that the world
could offer him nothing lasting. Psalm 39:7 reads, "And now
Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee." He again expressed
this hope in Christ prophetically in Psalm 16:9, which is a
prediction of the resurrection of Christ: "For thou wilt not leave
my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption."
Peter at Pentecost referred to David's hope in Christ, which
he foresaw through the eyes of faith. "He seeing this before
spake of the resurrection of the Christ, that his soul was not left
in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption" (Acts 2:31).
The hope of Christianity is in the Bible, which is the Word
of God. (The Word of God is a revelation of God, which is
complete in Jesus Christ our Lord.) The hope of the Bible is the
Cross of Christ; The hope of the Cross is in Christ, for Christ is
our hope.
David again declared in Psalm 38:15, "For in thee, O LORD,
do I hope."
Christ is our hope of salvation. "For we are saved by hope;
but hope that is seen is not hope: for what man seeth, why doth
he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we
with patience wait for it" (Romans 8:24). "For to him that is
joined to all the living there is hope" (Ecclesiastes 9:4). In other
words, there is hope to all the living or a chance of repenting and
seeking salvation.
Christ is the foundation of our hope. He is the solid rock
upon which we stand. Christians who accept the truth as an
anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast, can never suffer death.
"For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten
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is happening right now. Young person, you need to think long term. You
can have a good, fulfilled life if you
will stay close to God. The most important thing to consider is what
effect a decision will have on your
relationship with God and with others around you. You can make a decision, and it might not be wrong for
you, but it might hinder someone who
is looking on. You must be careful of
what you do and make sure your life
is clear with God.
Brother Rob Bush

Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life" (John 3:16).
Christ is a living hope; He is the believer's hope. For through
the abundant mercy of God we are begotten again "unto a living
hope by the resurrection fo Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Peter
1:3). Our hope in Christ, through the blessed Gospel "hath
brought life and immortality to light" (2 Timothy 1:10). The
believer's hope is made strong by the words of Christ found in
John 14:19, which reads, "Because I live, ye shall live also."
All believers will not die because Jesus has defeated sin
and Satan on Calvary's Cross and has taken away the sting of
death. Therefore, death has been abolished, and because of this
hope, we can say the triumphant words of the Apostle Paul. "O
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory"
(1 Corinthians 15:55)?
The believer's blessed hope in Jesus is also found in the
knowledge that He is coming again and in the first resurrection.
As Christians, we are all looking forward to that glorious day
when "the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and
the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord"
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).
Christ is our hope when all seems hopeless. We read in
Romans 4:18 of Abraham's hope in God, which was accounted
unto him for righteousness. For Abraham "against hope believed
in hope, that he might become the father of many nations."
Christ Jesus is our hope to the end; He is our hope of
eternal life. "Hope to the end for the grace [in salvation] that is
to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter
1:13). "If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all
men most miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and
become the firstfruits of them that slept" (1 Corinthians 15:1920).
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NEW AR K , OH

C AM P M EET ING : T he C hurch of G od, 675 N . C edar St., N ewark, O H 43055

August 5-12

T hree services daily: 10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. See page 27 for additional
Information. For lodging reservation, please call Bro. & Sis. D ave Bush at 740-345-1213
For more information contact: Pastor R oger D ecker, 87 DeC row Ave. N ewark, O H 43055
T elephone: 740-344-2543

SUM M ER SVILLE, W V
August 24-26

R EVIVAL: T he Church of G od, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, W V
Evangelist: Bro. Joe Brewer, Marion, N orth Carolina
S ervice tim es: Friday 7:00 p.m .; S aturday & S unday 10:30 a.m . & 6:00 p.m .
For further information contact: Pastor Earl R . Borders at 304-872-4047
Visit our website: www.C hurchofG odSummersvilleW V.com

M EDINA, OH

ALL-DAY M EET ING : T he C hurch of G od, 6745 W ooster Pike, Medina, O H 44256

S eptem ber 3

S ervice tim es: 10:00 a.m . & 2:00 p.m .
For further inform ation contact: Pastor James Presley
T elephone: 740-644-9266

Brother James Presley has felt the call of God to become the pastor of the Church of God in Medina.
The regular services times are as follows: Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday Evening Worship 4:00 p.m. and Wednesday 7:00 p.m. For additional information, you may contact
Brother Presley at 740-644-9266. If you live in that area, they invite you to come and worship the Lord with
them. Also, they extend a cordial invitation to attend their All-Day Meeting on Labor Day. The details are
listed above. We hope to see you there!

If you could hear Christ praying for you in
the next room, you would not fear a million enemies. Yet distance makes no difference. He is praying for you.
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Recrd. No.

Date

Message Title

Minister

TR-998

6-17-12

What a Good Father Is

Bro. Roger L. Decker

TR-999
TR-1000
TR-1001

6-18-12

What Kind of Spiritual Legacy Are You Leaving Behind?
The Parable of the Sower, Part 1: Introduction
The Sin of Sodomy and Same-Sex Marriage

Bro. James Presley
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1002
TR-1003
TR-1004

6-19-12

The Power of the Gospel
The Parable of the Sower, Part 2: The Wayside Ground
The All-Sufficient Grace of God

Bro. Leamon Whitehead
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1005
TR-1006
TR-1007

6-20-12

The Silence of Christ
The Parable of the Sower, Part 3: The Stony Places
Is Your Back to the Wall?

Bro. Joe Brewer
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1008
TR-1009
TR-1010

6-21-12

An Everlasting Name
The Parable of the Sower, Part 4: The Thorny Ground
What If You Die Tonight?

Bro. Allen Polston
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1011
TR-1012
TR-1013

6-22-12

Old Sinful World, Bring It On
The Parable of the Sower, Part 5: The Good Ground
The Court of No Appeals

Bro. Calvin Foster
Bro. Reggie Stegmeier
Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1014

6-23-12

God's Love Letter to Mankind

Bro. Larry Dishman

TR-1015
TR-1016

6-24-12

Be Still, Be Quiet, and Wait
What the Grace of God Is Not

Bro. Richard Talbot
Bro. Larry Dishman

TM-224
TM-225
TM-226
TM-227
TM-228
TM-229

2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012

Spring Camp
Spring Camp
Spring Camp
Spring Camp
Spring Camp
Spring Camp

2012

Spring Camp Meeting Choir Songs # 1
Spring Camp Meeting Choir Songs # 2

2012

Spring Camp Meeting Children's Program Song CD

2012
2012
2012

All Morning & Evening Spring Camp Meeting Messages in MP3 Format (1 CD)
All Teaching Messages & Youth Services in MP3 Format (1 CD)
All the Songs for the Spring Camp Meeting in MP3 Format (1 CD)

Meeting Songs
Meeting Songs
Meeting Songs
Meeting Songs
Meeting Songs
Meeting Songs

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

All messages and music recordings are available only on regular CD's or MP3 format. The suggested donation for regular CD's is $3.00 each.
The suggested donation for MP3's is $10.00 each. The postage is $3.00 for one CD or MP3 and $0 .35 for each additional. Recordings may
be ordered by writing The Gospel Trumpeter, Tape Ministry, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, Ohio 43055, or by calling (740) 345-1312, the
Print Shop. Make check or money order in U.S. funds payable to The Gospel Trumpeter.
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REQUEST FOR NEW S UBSCRIPTION , CHANGE OF ADDRESS , OR CANCELLATION

N EW S UBSC RIPT ION : To receive The Gospel Trumpeter, we need your complete name
and m ailing address, including country.
C HA NG E OF ADD RESS : If you have m oved or if your nam e or address is incorrect,
please notify us as soon as possible.
N OT IC E OF C A NC EL L A T ION : If you no longer wish to receive The Gospel Trumpeter,
please contact us using one of the methods below.

Y OU MAY CONTACT US BY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING METHODS :
Mail: The Gospel Trumpeter 675 N. Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055 USA
E-mail: subscribe@gospeltrumpeter.com
Telephone: (740) 345-1312
(P le a s e P r in t o r T y p e )

NAME :
ADDRESS :
C ITY :
Z IP C ODE :

S TATE :
COUNTRY :

Please check the appropriate box below, and for changes or
cancellations return this entire page with the old address.
G Subscription
G Incorrect spelling of name or address
G Change of address G Cancellation

