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It is that time of year again
when we print the financial statement of The Gospel Trumpeter for
our readers. First, let us take this
opportunity to express our thanks to
you for your loyal support this past
year. We surely appreciate your
prayers, your thoughtful giving, and
your letters of encouragement that
you send.
Many times letters from the
readers have reassured us that the
good news of the Gospel is still
doing a powerful work. Through
these letters, we learn that the Lord
is yet calling and pointing souls to
Him through the means of the printed page. The perpetual sounding
forth of the Truth is continuing to
lead honest hearts out of division,
confusion, and sectarian bondage.
These inspiring letters have often
brought fresh new courage and
renewed enthusiasm to the hearts
of the workers. There is not a person who can take any credit for the
success it brings. All the glory and
the honor belongs to the Lord. We
at The Gospel Trumpeter are workers together with you and Jesus
Christ.
Without His guiding hand we
would not be able to accomplish the
task that lies before us. When we
think of how insufficient we are
without Him, our minds go to Joshua as he faced Jericho. There was
a great wall standing before him
that could not be penetrated by any
man. Joshua certainly felt his inability as he stood there gazing at
the enormous obstacle standing
before them. God had already
promised him that Jericho would be
theirs, but something had to be
done before the victory could
come. The Captain of the Lord's
host appeared on the scene, and
the situation soon changed. The
secret to success rested in strict
obedience to details. As God gave
the order, Israel diligently obeyed
the Lord's command and the walls
came tumbling down. Our victories
today do not rest in any human
ability, but it is in God's grace and
power.
For several years we have
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inserted our annual financial
statement report. We do this
so that you can be aware of
how your support is being utilized. We are also able to keep
you informed of the expenditures
involved in operating a missionary effort such as this. You
will find a breakdown of the costs
incurred, separated by categories. These figures show what
has been paid, along with the
amount of contributions we received to help offset these
expenses.
W e are truly thankful that the
Lord is causing this periodical
to reach into areas and find souls
that we would be unable to find
any other way. Although we see
some results of our labors, we
trust God is doing an even greater work that we do not see. We
must never become weary
in well doing. Be assured that
if each of us will be faithful to the
task that God has given us, then
we all will reap in the joyful
harvest. Yes, there are great rewards awaiting those who assist
in winning souls to Christ and His
true church.
This coming year, we would
like to ask each of you to join us
again in helping to spread the
good news of the Gospel. Will
you allow God to lay the work of
The Gospel Trumpeter on your
heart in a greater way? Will you
pray more earnestly this year
that the paper will touch more
hearts? Every effort exerted for
Him must be saturated with prayer. Also, will you consider giving
a little more of your finance to
the furtherance of this religious
outreach?
Once again, we want to
express our sincere appreciation
to each of you for your faithfulness this past year. Should you
desire to help defray some
of the costs of publishing this
periodical, you may send your
offerings to The Gospel Trumpeter, 675 N. Cedar Street,
Newark, OH 43055.
[S ta te m e n t o f C o n d itio n o n p a g e 2 0 ]

Acts 11:19 Now they which were
scattered abroad upon the persecution
that arose about Stephen travelled as far
as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch,
preaching the word to none but unto the
Jews only.
20 And some of them were men of
Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they
were come to Antioch, spake unto the
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.
21 And the hand of the Lord was

with them: and a great number believed,
and turned unto the Lord.
22 Then tidings of these things
came unto the ears of the church which
was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth
Barnabas, that he should go as far as
Antioch.
23 Who, when he came, and had
seen the grace of God, was glad, and
exhorted them all, that with purpose of
heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

24 For he was a good man, and full
of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and
much people was added unto the Lord.
25 Then departed Barnabas to
Tarsus, for to seek Saul:
26 And when he had found him, he
brought him unto Antioch. And it came
to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and
taught much people. And the disciples
were called Christians first in Antioch.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Winning Souls for Christ
In our Scripture reading we find
that after the persecution of Stephen,
the saints were scattered. In our
Scripture text we see that the Gospel
was going out to the Gentiles, and it
even went as far as Antioch. The city
of Antioch was a very vile, sinful
city. Although it was sinful, it was
the third greatest city behind Rome
and Alexandria. It was located on
the mouth of the Orontes River,
fifteen miles from the Mediterranean Sea. It was in such a city as this
that Christianity made great strides
in reaching out as the true worship
in the world. In such a city as this,

there was much loose living. The
people were involved in terrible
sins, but the Gospel was able to
make great inroads into the hearts of
men and women.
Verse 20 of our Scripture text
says, "And some of them were men
of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when
they were come to Antioch, spake
unto the Grecians, preaching the
Lord Jesus." We do not know the
names of these people. Notice that
their names are not even mentioned.
Sometimes a lot more gets done
when names are left out. A great
work was accomplished, but no one
person received the credit. The
Scripture just says that "some of
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them were men of Cyprus and
Cyrene." Here you get a clear picture of the church working together
to win souls for Christ.
The Apostle Paul told the
Church of God at Corinth in
2 Corinthians 6:1, "We then, as
workers together with him, beseech
you also that ye receive not the
grace of God in vain." He said they
were workers together with Christ;
they were working with Him, not
against Him. The Apostle Paul
wrote in Colossians 3:23, "And
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily [or
from the heart], as to the Lord, and
not unto men." You ought to put
your heart into the work of God.
3

Whatever work you do in a congregation should not be done just from
the mind, but you should do it from
the heart.
Our Scripture text reads in verse
22, "Then tidings of these things
came unto the ears of the church
which was in Jerusalem: and they
sent forth Barnabas, that he should
go as far as Antioch." News of the
good tidings got the attention of the
church at Jerusalem, so they decided
to send Barnabas. I do not believe
they could have made a better
choice. I know we exalt the Apostle
Paul, who is the writer of almost all
the epistles in the New Testament,
but Barnabas's name stands out
through the Scriptures, and rightly
so.
Barnabas had a special gift in
working with those who might be
troubled and with new converts. It
was Barnabas who reached out to
John Mark when there was contention between Paul and Barnabas
concerning taking John Mark on
another missionary journey. Paul
said no, but Barnabas said yes regarding that decision. The name
Barnabas means "son of encouragement." I like to be around somebody
who is encouraging.
Encouragement was one of the
main things that the people of
Antioch needed. Barnabas was glad
when he saw the grace of God working in their lives. He admonished
them to cling to the Lord, and many
people were added to the church.
There is a great need for mature
Christians to reach out to new converts and struggling Christians in
encouragement and in prayer. You
need to be careful that you do not
run down others with your mouth.
You need to remember that God
hears everything you say. Mature
Christians should reach out and
encourage those who are struggling.
Barnabas, the son of encouragement, was sent to the new converts.
No doubt, they had many things
that they needed to lay aside. Those
people were Gentiles who lived in a
vile city. They were pagans who had
just gotten converted, so the breth4

ren sent someone who would be
patient and long-suffering with
them. They did not send Paul down
at first. He could not even put up
with John Mark; he was not ready
for these people yet. Barnabas rejoiced to see the grace of God working among the Gentiles. What did he
tell them to do? He did not tell them
to lay aside this and that. He instructed them to cling to the Lord.
They had a good start, and he knew
that God would take them through.
Barnabas also knew they needed
a strong leader. Barnabas knew of
such a man. One writer said, "You
have not heard anything from the
Apostle Paul for about nine years."
Some of the brethren believed that
he had been witnessing in his hometown of Tarsus.
Acts 9:27 lets you know that
Barnabas was the one who reached
out to Paul. At first, the other brethren did not want to accept Paul. He
witnessed of his experience with the
Lord. Why did the Apostles refuse
to accept him? They were afraid of
him, and they did not believe in his
experience. What did Barnabas do?
He put his ministry on the line. He
stepped forward for the Apostle
Paul and let the brethren know that
he had seen him in action and that
he was a witness to the change in his
life. Barnabas was so convincing
that the Apostles accepted Paul.
Paul was a great choice to be a
leader in many ways. He was
brought up with a Jewish background, but he could also deal with
the Gentiles on equal terms. The
man to take leadership at Antioch
really had to be a man of courage.
Antioch would not be an easy place
to labor. No doubt, even going to the
house of God was a threat upon
their lives. Also, Paul was skilled in
debate, and he was able to meet the
onslaught of arguments from both
the Jews and the Gentiles.
Being a Christian
Verse 26 says they assembled
themselves there for a year, teaching
service after service. It was there
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that the converts were first called
Christians, which means they were
Christlike, or a follower of Christ.
We know that originally the name
was given to mock them. However,
by their lives, they made it, not a
name of contempt, but rather one of
respect and admiration.
If you carry the name Christian,
are you carrying it with respect and
admiration or are you causing people to mock and sneer by saying,
"Well, he is supposed to be a Christian, but he does this and that"?
Those Gentiles so lived for God and
had such a change in their lives that
the people called them Christians,
meaning Christlike, just like their
Savior, Jesus Christ. I realize that
today the name "Christian" has been
dragged through the filth of this
world by those who claim it
unworthily. Nevertheless, it still
means to be a follower of Jesus
Christ, a believer, a disciple of Jesus
Christ. Everyone who carries that
name is Christ's pupil and His
follower.
Being like Jesus takes more than
just learning His doctrine. It means
more than going through human
efforts to imitate Him. Also, being
a Christian takes more than joining
a church; it takes a divine work
of salvation. It takes a definite
change in one's life before he or she
is worthy of taking the name Christian. Some people bear the name
unworthily.
Being a follower of Christ also
means living right in the home.
How can married couples who
claim to be Christians live together
and yet grow apart instead of their
home becoming more focused and
together? Something other than the
Holy Spirit has gotten in. Being a
Christian means to be made new.
There is a change in your spirit, in
the inward man, and a change in
your countenance. You are actually
made a new creature.
Many people know about Jesus
and know the details of His life.
They could tell you a lot about the
road to Calvary and Calvary's Cross,
but few people really know Him

personally. They know what they
have read in the Bible, and they
have read stories about Jesus, but
they have not been born again. Although America carries the label
"Christian nation," in too many cases
it is not a reality. People must have
purity of heart and purity of mind to
be Christians, not minds cluttered
with the trash and the uncleanness
that the world produces.
Having a Pure Heart and Mind
The mind must be made pure
and kept pure through Jesus Christ.
God will not accept your worship
when your mind is impure. Proverbs 21:27 reads, "The sacrifice of the
wicked is abomination: how much
more, when he bringeth it with a
wicked mind?" It is bad enough for
the wicked to try to worship God,
but it is terrible when their minds
are impure too.
Isaiah 26:3 states, "Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee: because he
trusteth in thee." What is "perfect
peace"? According to the Scripture,
it means "undisturbed." In other
words, you can have peace in the
time of trouble. Romans 12:2 instructs, "And be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God."
Peter spoke to the brethren
about having a pure mind. He said
i
n
2 Peter 3:1, "This second epistle,
beloved, I now write unto you; in
both which I stir up your pure
minds by way of remembrance." The
mind must be pure. It takes a pure
conscience to be a Christian.
You should never want to get to
the place where your conscience
does not bother you for wrongdoing.
You should want your conscience to
trouble you when you are wrong.
You should want to keep a tender
conscience. How can you keep your
conscience tender? You can do so by
doing what God says to do when He
troubles you. The saints should

never argue, fuss, and fight as the
world does. The husband and the
wife should not fuss and fight in the
home. If both of them are living for
God, they do not want to have any
contention or any kind of disagreement at all, but it can happen because two different personalities are
involved. We are human, and one
could say something that hurts but
is not sinful. When you know that
you have said something hurtful
(and God is true to those whose
conscience is clean), you need to
correct it.
Hebrews 9:13-14 reads: "For if
the blood of bulls and of goats, and
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying
of the flesh: How much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve
the living God?" Paul, writing to
Timothy, said in 2 Timothy 1:3, "I
thank God, whom I serve from my
forefathers with pure conscience,
that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night
and day."
Acts 24:16 states, "And herein do
I exercise myself, to have always a
conscience void of offence toward
God, and toward men." As a Christian, you must have a pure conscience and a pure mind. Matthew
5:8 says, "Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God." One
must have a pure heart to be a
Christian.
We read in Psalm 24:1-5: "The
earth is the Lord's, and the fulness
thereof; the world, and they that
dwell therein. For he hath founded
it upon the seas, and established it
upon the floods. Who shall ascend
into the hill of the Lord? or who
shall stand in his holy place? He that
hath clean hands, and a pure heart;
who hath not lifted up his soul unto
vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He
shall receive the blessing from the
Lord, and righteousness from the
God of his salvation."
The Psalmist said in verse 3,
"Who shall ascend into the hill of the
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Lord? or who shall stand in his holy
place?" In other words, he was
asking, "Who is a member of God's
church?" He answered the question
by saying, "He that hath clean
hands, and a pure heart." It takes
heart purity to dwell in the presence
of God.
Taking Heed to the Word of God
The reason some people today
do not get along well with others is
that they do not love one another.
Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:22, "Seeing
ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that ye love one another with a pure
heart fervently." Some people say, "I
love you, brother," but their hearts
are impure.
Second Timothy 2:22 says, "Flee
also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with
them that call on the Lord out of a
pure heart." Those who take the
name Christian must live their lives
free from sin within and without.
Holiness starts when a man is
changed on the inside. There must
be a change on the inside before the
outside can be cleaned up. Colossians 3:8-14 reads: "But now ye also
put off all these; anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not
one to another, seeing that ye have
put off the old man with his deeds;
And have put on the new man,
which is renewed in knowledge
after the image of him that created
him: Where there is neither Greek
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor
free: but Christ is all, and in all.
"Put on therefore, as the elect of
God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, longsuffering;
Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a
quarrel against any: even as Christ
forgave you, so also do ye. And
above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness."
5

In order for a man to do what
Paul said, he must be changed on
the inside. The Prophet Ezekiel said
he would sprinkle clean water upon
them, not in water baptism, but by
the Word of God. He gives a person
a new heart. The Psalmist asked a
question in Psalm 119:9, "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse
his way? by taking heed thereto
according to thy word."
The drunkard, the drug addict,
the adulterer, the fornicator, those
who have hatred, and the thief must
be cleaned up on the inside. The liar,
whether he tells so-called "white
lies" or little lies, will have his place
in the lake of fire if he does not repent. If you are in the practice of not
telling the truth, you need to be
careful when you get saved, because
some habits are difficult to break.
God is Truth, and you must worship
Him in the Truth. Jesus said in John
14:6, "I am the way, the truth, and
the life."
You need to put away lying, and
the best way to do that is to get rid
of the lying spirit. Therefore, you
must be cleansed on the inside. The
troublemaker loves to see people not
getting along. The troublemaker
needs to be cleansed on the inside.
The disobedient spirit must be removed by the blood of Jesus Christ.
Holiness begins on the inside. A
change must take place on the inside, and then there will be holiness
on the outside.
Following in Christ's Steps
First Corinthians 6:20 says, "For
ye are bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God's." In
Matthew 23:26 Jesus said, "Thou
blind Pharisee, cleanse first that
which is within the cup and platter,
that the outside of them may be
clean also." Do you struggle with the
Bible dress standard, even after
professing to be saved for several
years? Some people want to dress
the way the world dresses. They
would rather have their skirts or
dresses just barely long enough to
6

take off some of the peer pressure.
Modesty is necessary.
I did not come to Jesus Christ by
seeing anybody's heart. I came to
Jesus Christ by seeing the manifestations of the pure in heart. Surely
God looks on the inside, but when
people meet an individual, what is
the first thing they see? They do not
see the person's spirit, but they see
the outward man. The outward man
is the manifestation of what is on the
inside. Certainly God sees the heart,
but man looks on the outward appearance. What do you need to do?
You must keep both of them right,
and then you will not have to worry
about what man sees on the outside.
A Christian is a follower of
Christ, so he needs to be Christlike.
How did Jesus act? He was our
example. The Scriptures tell us
something about how He acted.
First Peter 2:21-23 says: "For even
hereunto were ye called: because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving
us an example, that ye should follow
his steps: Who did no sin, neither
was guile found in his mouth: Who,
when he was reviled, reviled not
again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to
him that judgeth righteously."
If you are following Christ, how
are you to walk? Peter said you are
to follow His steps. He did no sin,
neither was guile, or hypocrisy,
found in his mouth. Hebrews 4:15
states, "For we have not an high
priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but
was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin." You are to
walk as He walked. First John 2:6
reads, "He that saith he abideth in
him ought himself also so to walk,
even as he walked." First John 3:6
tells us, "Whosoever abideth in him
sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath
not seen him, neither known him."
Living as a Christian
Ought to Live
The disciples were called
Christians first at Antioch. Right in
the midst of a vile, sinful city, their
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • A p ril 2 0 1 2

lives were reaching out to others.
They were not tainted by the sinful
antics of the pagan; they were not
affected by the vile sins of Antioch.
Their lives stood out so much that
the other people looking on said in
mockery, "They act like Christ."
What do people say about you, not
only regarding the way you dress
but also concerning your spirit?
When you do business at banks
and in the stores, what do people
think about you? Are they thinking,
"Here comes an argument" or "Here
comes the penny-pincher"? That
would be a shame. If you are living
as a Christian ought to live, they
might be saying, "I am not ready to
give up to God, but he is a blessing
to be around." What do they think of
you? One writer said that today
things are quite the opposite. Instead of first being a Christian,
sometimes they are called Christians
a long time before they are saved.
The word Christian was used
three times in the Bible. Twice it was
used in the singular and once in the
plural. Every time it was mentioned,
it involved commitment. It was used
in Acts 26:28, when Agrippa said to
Paul, "Almost thou persuadest me to
be a Christian."
First Peter 4:16 reads, "Yet if any
man suffer as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed; but let him glorify
God on this behalf." Being a Christian takes giving up the worldly
lifestyle. You are going to be persecuted and made fun of in the
schools, the colleges, and at work.
What did the Scripture say? Do not
be ashamed, but glorify God on this
behalf. You must keep a right attitude and the right spirit. You cannot
control some things, but I can guarantee you that God can handle all
things.
When I first became a Christian,
some people had doubts in their
minds about my conversion, because I had failed before. They
thought I had gotten religion. After
six months to a year, they saw differently. Sometimes it takes really
close living for God in order to convince people. You do not have to get

up on a soapbox, so to speak, and
preach to them all the time. You
need to live holy before them. In too
many cases, that is where the
shortage is today. It is not in what
people say. If that were the case, we
would have upset the world a long
time ago. The reality of being a
Christian is in living the life; that is
what people want to see. They hear
things about Christians, but people
need to see holiness lived before
them.
When I worked at Rockwell
International, I heard of many kinds
of religions, but people want to see
Christianity in the life, where they
can say: "There goes a real Christian.
I might not agree with him, but
there goes somebody who lives
what his mouth is saying." This is
where the shortage is today. Christianity calls for giving up the old
lifestyle and enduring persecution.
Only a few in this world are willing
to do so.
Too many people have things
stored in some of the little rooms in
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their hearts. They empty out the
living room and they empty out the
other rooms, but they have little
things hidden in the closets of their
hearts. The way to become a Christian is to come clean and just lay it
all out before God, because He
knows all about it anyway. You do
not have to go to an altar of prayer
and say, "Lord, I did this, and I did
that," because you cannot remember
everything you have ever done. The
one thing that you do know is that
you have sinned, and you know that
to get it cleaned up, you have to be
washed in the blood of Jesus Christ.
You must bring it all to Christ. Do
not hang on to the old life.
Many people cannot take the
suffering that comes with being a
Christian. Others cannot take the
name calling. They cannot take the
slightest persecution. Some people
cannot take the trials or the peer
pressure. They begin to feel sorry for
themselves. Remember, the people
at Antioch lived in one of the most
sinful cities in Asia. Pagans lived all

around them. Those people were not
used to marrying, and they
worshiped different gods. The people made mockery and made fun of
the Christians, yet they lived it.
They lived it so much that Barnabas,
who was an Apostle, was moved by
what he saw. He saw something
that reminded him of the change in
his own life.
How is your heart and life,
friend? If the world were to label
you, would it label you as a Christian or merely as religious? At
Antioch the people did not just call
them religious, but they called them
Christians, which means "Christlike." Have you so lived that you
deserve the name Christian? The
name Christian is a name of high
honor and respect, far above worldly names, because in the name
Christian is the name Christ.
(C ompact D isc TR-771E)
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Isaiah 53:1 Who hath believed our
report? and to whom is the arm of the
LORD revealed?
2 For he shall grow up before him
as a tender plant, and as a root out of a
dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there
is no beauty that we should desire him.
3 He is despised and rejected of
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief: and we hid as it were our
faces from him; he was despised, and we
esteemed him not.

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God,
and afflicted.
5 But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his stripes we
are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way; and the LORD hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth:
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
8 He was taken from prison and
from judgment: and who shall declare
his generation? for he was cut off out
of the land of the living: for the
transgression of my people was he
stricken.

Brother Calvin Foster
Christ Gave Himself Willingly
I thank God for Jesus Christ and
for what He has done and is doing
in my life. One thing that really
saddens and burdens my heart is to
hear that someone has turned his
back on Jesus Christ. Serving God is
such a beautiful life, and it is so real.
It is so rewarding and such a blessing to serve the Lord and to give
your life to Him. I do not have the
words to express the depth of the
feeling in the soul and the peace in
the mind that God brings to a man
or a woman after giving his or her
life to Him. After you turn away
from a life of sin, it opens your
8

understanding and enables you to
see the world as God really intended
—through the eyes of God.
I want you to look at the
suffering that Christ did for us.
Many Scriptures in the New Testament challenge us to dig down
deep in our hearts and ask ourselves
these questions: "Am I going to put
my whole heart into serving God?"
and "Am I really going after God as
the hart goes after the water brook?"
and "Am I really digging deep,
challenging myself, and being
thankful for the blessings that God
has given me?" I hope you can really
get a picture of what I am trying to
say. The Scriptures can say it much
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better than I can.
Christ's suffering for us, I
believe, is being taken for granted
and is being taken too lightly these
days. Christ took suffering in the
human body beyond what any
human being ever stood up to or
ever will stand up to. Speaking of
Jesus in Luke 22:39-44, we read:
"And he came out, and went, as he
was wont, to the mount of Olives;
and his disciples also followed him.
And when he was at the place, he
said unto them, Pray that ye enter
not into temptation. And he was
withdrawn from them about a
stone's cast, and kneeled down, and
prayed, Saying, Father, if thou be

willing, remove this cup from me:
nevertheless not my will, but thine,
be done. And there appeared an
angel unto him from heaven,
strengthening him. And being in an
agony he prayed more earnestly:
and his sweat was as it were great
drops of blood falling down to the
ground."
This is a picture of Christ
beginning to fall upon one of the
greatest powers of temptation that
man could ever know. The question
before him was this: Was He going
to lay down His life and suffer
a terrible death or listen to the
flesh and live? He was in great
agony, and in essence, He asked
the Father, "If You will, remove this
cup from Me; nevertheless, not My
will, but Thine be done." Then an
angel appeared from Heaven and
strengthened Him.
Christ's Spirit was willing, but
His flesh did not want to die. His
flesh did not want to go through
what He knew He would have to go
through. Nobody's flesh wants to
suffer. If we can escape pain and
misery, every one of us will go
around it. Christ cried out to the
Father as He was facing death, and
His sweat was as great drops of
blood falling to the ground.
Hebrews, Chapter 5, makes it a
little plainer to understand. Speaking of Christ, verses 7-8 read: "Who
in the days of his flesh, when he had
offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears
unto him that was able to save him
from death, and was heard in that
he feared; Though he were a Son,
yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered." Christ
gave supplication with strong crying
and tears. Have you ever experienced strong crying? I am not talking about a few tears running down
your checks. Christ knew what He
was about to face in His flesh. He
had flesh and blood just as you and
I have, and He did not want to go
through it. He had strong crying and
tears, but He gave Himself up
willingly.
John told of when they came to

arrest Christ. He said in John 18:1-6:
"When Jesus had spoken these
words, he went forth with his
disciples over the brook Cedron,
where was a garden, into the which
he entered, and his disciples. And
Judas also, which betrayed him,
knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes
resorted thither with his disciples.
Judas then, having received a band
of men and officers from the chief
priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and
weapons.
"Jesus therefore, knowing all
things that should come upon him,
went forth, and said unto them,
Whom seek ye? They answered him,
Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto
them, I am he. And Judas also,
which betrayed him, stood with
them. As soon then as he had said
unto them, I am he, they went
backward, and fell to the ground."
Jesus gave Himself up willingly.
They were coming to arrest and
punish Him, and He asked them,
"Whom seek ye?" Jesus spoke up
and said, "I am he." It surprised
them so much that they fell backward to the ground. He gave Himself up willingly for you and me.
Verses 7-9 continue: "Then asked
he them again, Whom seek ye? And
they said, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus
answered, I have told you that I am
he: if therefore ye seek me, let these
go their way: That the saying might
be fulfilled, which he spake, Of
them which thou gavest me have I
lost none." Jesus was not trying to
hide or negotiate with them. He
said, "I am he," knowing what He
was about to go through.
The Cruel Mistreatment
of a Loving Savior
I want you to see what our Lord
and Savior went through for us to
have this great salvation that we can
enjoy. We were once without God's
Spirit with darkened minds. We
were living in sin, and many of us
did not want to be saved. Nevertheless, Jesus was thinking about us as
He went through these things. He
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • A p ril 2 0 1 2

knew that He was bringing salvation to the world. He knew that He
was bringing a better life to the
world for men and women.
Luke 22:63-65 says: "And the
men that held Jesus mocked him,
and smote him. And when they had
blindfolded him, they struck him on
the face, and asked him, saying,
Prophesy, who is it that smote thee?
And many other things blasphemously spake they against him."
Can you imagine how they were
treating Jesus? The picture is so
plain of a blindfolded man being
slapped around. They mockingly
played a game with Him.
I want you to look at Matthew's
account of how they treated our
Lord. I want to challenge you in
your own life. Sometimes we need
to be reminded of the price that
Christ paid for us. What is this all
about? If men were to tear down the
church buildings and burn all the
Bibles, we would still have this great
salvation that God, through Jesus,
brought to us. This is not about joining a church. It is not about you, and
it is not about me; it is about what
Jesus can do for a person's life.
Salvation is such a great,
wonderful experience! It is so real,
so precious, and so sweet. Jesus
spoke of it as being the pearl of
great price. I do not have any human expression to explain how
wonderful this salvation is. If one of
the billionaires in this country were
to call you and say, "Listen, I have a
billion dollars that I will never
spend as long as I live, and I want to
give it to you," you would be very
happy. No doubt, you would think
about the many things that you
could buy and all the bills that you
could pay. You would feel so good,
but salvation is much greater. It is
much more precious than money or
anything that anyone could give to
you in this world. Salvation is so
wonderful! We sing a song that says,
"I'm a millionaire. My Father is rich in
houses and lands, and I'm His heir."
Because I am a child of God, God
can fix anything for me, and He can
give me anything He wants to give
9

me. He can do anything in my life
that He wants to. This salvation is so
real and so beautiful. Jesus died for
us so that we could have it.
Matthew 26:59-68 reads: "Now
the chief priests, and elders, and all
the council, sought false witness
against Jesus, to put him to death;
But found none: yea, though many
false witnesses came, yet found they
none. At the last came two false
witnesses, And said, This fellow
said, I am able to destroy the temple
of God, and to build it in three days.
And the high priest arose, and said
unto him, Answerest thou nothing?
what is it which these witness
against thee? But Jesus held his
peace. And the high priest answered
and said unto him, I adjure thee by
the living God, that thou tell us
whether thou be the Christ, the Son
of God.
"Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast
said: nevertheless I say unto you,
Hereafter shall ye see the Son of
man sitting on the right hand of
power, and coming in the clouds of
heaven. Then the high priest rent his
clothes, saying, He hath spoken
blasphemy; what further need have
we of witnesses? behold, now ye
have heard his blasphemy. What
think ye? They answered and said,
He is guilty of death. Then did they
spit in his face, and buffeted him;
and others smote him with the
palms of their hands, Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he
that smote thee?"
Can you see how cruelly they
treated our Lord and Savior? I want
you to consider what He went
through. He was slapped around,
even though He was an innocent,
loving man. He went through the
community making blind people
see, healing the sick, raising the
dead, preaching the Gospel to the
community, and feeding the hungry.
They spit in His face, yet He took it.
Jesus went about doing good. I want
you to know that He took every
kick, every slap, every mockery, and
every act of mistreatment. He took it
for you and me, so that we could be
saved from sin.
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The Price That Christ Paid for Us
I thank God for Jesus and for
what He did for us! Too many people take it lightly and have a tendency to forget. You should not
forget the price that Christ paid so
that we could have this great salvation. Whatever God lifted you out
of, wherever God lifted you up to,
Christ paid the price. Christian
friend, where would you be today if
it was not for Christ? You need to
remember where God brought you
from. You know what kind of people you were around. You know
what you were doing in your life.
You should not forget what God
brought you from when you receive
the Lord's blessing and have the
sweet fellowship of the saints. What
God has done and what God has
given us is wonderful, but do not
forget what God brought you from.
This is a great salvation! You do
not know what you are missing if
you are unsaved. I wish I had the
ability to make it plainer to you.
God wants you to experience this
great salvation before you leave this
world. It is never good news to hear
of a person going back on God.
Sometimes when a person gets
under conviction, the devil will ask
him: "What are you going to do
about your girlfriend? What are you
going to do about your friends and
family? What are they going to think
about your getting saved? What will
people say about you at work?" You
need to tell the devil: "I want to be
saved. I'm tired of the way I'm living." There is no bright future in
living in sin. Jesus said that if a sinner dies in his sin, where He is, he
cannot come.
The Roman soldiers saw a
chance to mock Jesus. They were the
ones who brought Him before Pilate. Matthew 27:24-31 says: "When
Pilate saw that he could prevail
nothing, but that rather a tumult
was made, he took water, and
washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the
blood of this just person: see ye to it.
Then answered all the people, and
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said, His blood be on us, and on our
children [that was really something
that they would say, 'His blood be
on us and on our children'; they did
not care, and they wanted to get rid
of Him]. Then released he Barabbas
unto them: and when he had
scourged Jesus, he delivered him to
be crucified. Then the soldiers of the
governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him the
whole band of soldiers. And they
stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe.
"And when they had platted a
crown of thorns, they put it upon his
head, and a reed in his right hand:
and they bowed the knee before
him, and mocked him, saying, Hail,
King of the Jews! And they spit
upon him, and took the reed, and
smote him on the head. And after
that they had mocked him, they took
the robe off from him, and put his
own raiment on him, and led him
away to crucify him."
If you study the history of those
Roman soldiers, you will find that
they were very cruel men. They
treated our Savior very cruelly. They
spit on Him and mockingly bowed
down to Him and said, "Hail, King
of the Jews!" God knows where
those men are right now, and they
will have to stand before God at the
Judgment for that. Some people
think it is funny to put the saints
down and to laugh at them. They
think it is funny to talk about Christian people and to be mean to them
because they know they are not
going to fight back. They think they
are strong, but they are nothing but
cowards. They are taking advantage
of the saints of God.
Follow in His Steps
The Prophet Isaiah talked about
how God changes people's nature.
Before conversion, some people are
like lions, some are as snakes, and
some have a spirit like a bear. When
they get saved, they become as
lambs. They do not want to hurt
anyone.
I remember one fellow at work

who often gave me trouble. He
would throw parts at me and act
mean to me. I really had a battle
with him. Before I was saved, I
would not have let him get by with
that. One day I went to the stock
room and he was stuck. He had
reached under the forklift and the
pallets and got his hand stuck.
When I walked in there and saw
him, he looked up at me and said,
"Calvin, I'm stuck; help me." I could
have walked away and gone back to
work, but the Lord did not let me do
that. I helped him when he needed
help. Some people take advantage of
the Christian. They know the Christian is not the same after he is saved.
The soldiers decided to mock
Christ, but God will always get the
last laugh. Next, they scourged Him,
which was very severe punishment.
A scourging was when a prisoner
was stripped of his clothing, his
hands were tied to a low post, and
then he received many lashes. They
took a whip made of many strips of
leather and knotted with a number
of small pieces of metal. It was
designed to tear and remove the
flesh from the victim. Most people
would not even treat a dog that
way. Most people show more love
and respect for animals. If you were
to see somebody mistreat an animal,
you would probably speak up and
say, "Stop that! Don't do that!" The
soldiers were tearing His flesh off
Him with one swing after another.
Jesus took that for you and me. He
did not want to go through that. He
could have called ten thousand angels, but He did not do that because
He thought about you and me. He
did not want people to go to hell.
God sent Jesus to take the punishment for us.
As Jesus hung on the Cross,
they gambled for His clothes. Luke
23:34 says, "Then said Jesus, Father,
forgive them; for they know not
what they do. And they parted his
raiment, and cast lots."
Peter understood Christ's
suffering. He was the one who
denied Christ three times. Peter
mentioned suffering in 1 Peter 2:20-

22 when he said: "For what glory is
it, if, when ye be buffeted for your
faults, ye shall take it patiently? but
if, when ye do well, and suffer for it,
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable
with God. For even hereunto were
ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps: Who
did no sin, neither was guile found
in his mouth."
When Je su s was being
persecuted, He did not curse at
those who did it or defend Himself,
but He took it. I am following in His
steps. When Jesus preached to the
people, often He had a big crowd
when He started out, but after He
told the people what it took to follow Him, the crowd began to walk
away. We have to dig deep in our
hearts and ask ourselves the questions: Am I a true child of God or am
I in it for the fish and the loaves?
Am I in it for a boyfriend or a girlfriend? Am I staying around just for
prosperity? Am I a true Christian in
the deep depth of my heart?
Verse 23 reads, "Who, when he
was reviled, reviled not again; when
he suffered, he threatened not; but
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously." I want you to really
think about what Christ suffered for
us.
First Peter 4:1-2 says: "Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered
for us in the flesh, arm yourselves
likewise with the same mind: for he
that hath suffered in the flesh hath
ceased from sin; That he no longer
should live the rest of his time in the
flesh to the lusts of men, but to the
will of God." Christ suffered for us
in the flesh; therefore, we should be
ready to suffer for Him.
Being Found in Him
We must put on the whole
armor of God to suffer in the flesh.
Life in Christ is one of continual selfdenial. Temptations, tests, and trials
will come upon us. We will always
have the opportunity to give in to
them, but for Christ's sake we must
say no. We do not live by the rule,
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"If it feels good, do it." You cannot
live by that rule and be a Christian.
If something is against God, you
must not do it.
A person may go out and slip
around in the dark and do something wrong, but that is so unwise,
because what if he died in the midst
of that sin? What if lightening
should strike him? What if he were
to suffer a heart attack or a stroke
and die with sin in his life? In hell
he would lift up his eyes. Do you
know why? God is not going to
change His Word for anyone.
When a temptation comes, you
have a decision to make. Are you
going to give in to it or remain true?
If something is wrong, it is wrong.
Wrong is wrong. The devil will try
to get you to do wrong, but wrong
will do you wrong. You have to arm
yourself with the same mind that
Christ had.
The Apostle Paul wrote in
Philippians 3:8, "Yea doubtless, and
I count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things,
and do count them but dung, that I
may win Christ." Paul understood
how precious Christ was to him. He
turned away from his friends, from
his prosperity, from being a member
of the Sanhedrin, and from the
education he had so that he might
win Christ.
Verses 9-10 continue: "And be
found in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith: That I may know him,
and the power of his resurrection,
and the fellowship of his sufferings,
being made conformable unto his
death."
Paul was saying that he counted
all things but loss that he may know
Christ and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His
sufferings. This means turning
down something that feels good to
the flesh. If it is wrong, you must not
do it. That means if telling a lie
would get you more money or if
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telling a lie would elevate you, you
will not do it. Paul was saying: "No,
I cannot do it. I have to suffer with
Christ." That is a constant principle
in the Christian life. The devil will
tell you, "Do it; it will feel so good,
and it will bring you something."
The wages of sin is still death.
Someone may ask, "Why is
suffering necessary? My flesh does
not want to suffer. I didn't know it
took all of that to be a Christian."
First Peter 5:10-11 reads: "But the
God of all grace, who hath called us
unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a
while, make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you. To him be
glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen."
Suffering will make you a strong
Christian. However, I am not talking
about bringing suffering on yourself. Again, 1 Peter 2:20 states, "For
what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it
patiently? but if, when ye do well,
and suffer for it, ye take it patiently,
this is acceptable with God." In other
words, you should not bring suffering upon yourself. You should not
become a busybody, treat people
wrong, or do and say things that
will bring suffering upon yourself.
If you know that certain things
will bring suffering upon you, you
should not do those things. If you
bring suffering on yourself by not
doing right, by not talking right, or
by not acting right, you had better
be ready to take the suffering
patiently. On the other hand, if you
do well and you suffer for it, then
this is for the glory of God, and this
is acceptable with God. Many times
people bring suffering upon themselves.
Walk Uprightly
First Corinthians 4:10-12 says:
"We are fools for Christ's sake, but
ye are wise in Christ; we are weak,
but ye are strong; ye are honourable,
but we are despised. Even unto this
present hour we both hunger, and
thirst, and are naked, and are buf12

feted, and have no certain
dwellingplace; And labour, working
with our own hands: being reviled,
we bless; being persecuted, we
suffer it."
Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 3:12,
"Yea, and all that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." Therefore, we do not try to
hold back any of the Gospel. If you
live for Christ, you will have to
suffer persecution. Paul went on to
say in verse 13, "But evil men and
seducers shall wax worse and
worse."
Hopefully, you will feel compassion for Christ in your heart, and
you will say: "Lord, You did that for
me. I am willing to suffer for You. I
am willing to go through something
for you." If you understand what
Christ did for you, when you become educated and go out into the
world to work and do whatever you
have to do, you can go out and be a
good soldier. You can say, "I am
walking uprightly before Jesus, and
I am ready for the world." You need
to dig deep in your own heart and
say, "I have decided to live my life
for God."
Some people want to trifle with
the Gospel. There are all kinds of
problems and all kinds of things that
the devil will try to get you to focus
on. The following statement should
bring the message home to you. You
should say to yourself: "I want to be
saved. I have decided to be a Christian and to serve God. If my mother
does not go, if my father does not
go, if my sister does not go, if my
brother does not go, if my wife or
husband does not go, if my cousin
does not go, if my uncle does not go,
I am going." That is what it is all
about.
Jesus stated in Matthew 18:20,
"For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am
I in the midst of them." This verse
lets me know that even two or three
saints of God can have a good time
in Jesus. We can break bread together, sing together, study together, wash one another's feet,
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gether, and have a good time in the
Lord. Why? Because Jesus is there.
In Luke 14:27 Jesus said, "And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and
come after me, cannot be my disciple."
In 1 Corinthians 9:16 Paul said,
"Woe is unto me, if I preach not the
gospel!" In verse 27 he continued,
". . . lest that by any means, when I
have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway." Friend, you
should not play with God, for your
soul's sake. Preacher, you ought to
be honest and preach the Word. The
people are souls who belong to God.
God knows how many hairs are in
your head, and He loves you. Jesus
suffered for you. You should have
received that whipping, because of
all the sinful things you did. You
were not a good person, but Jesus
was a good man.
Counting the Cost
In Luke 14:27-30 Jesus said:
"And whosoever doth not bear his
cross, and come after me, cannot be
my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not
down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish
it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish
it, all that behold it begin to mock
him, Saying, This man began to
build, and was not able to finish."
God wants you and me to go all the
way in this Christian race. In order
to do so, you must stay on your
knees, attend the church services,
and stay with God. He did not say it
was going to be easy, but He wants
you to go all the way.
Jesus continued in verses 31-33:
"Or what king, going to make war
against another king, sitteth not
down first, and consulteth whether
he be able with ten thousand to
meet him that cometh against him
with twenty thousand? Or else,
while the other is yet a great way
off, he sendeth an ambassage, and
desireth conditions of peace. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that
forsaketh not all that he hath, he

cannot be my disciple."
When they crucified someone,
they nailed him to a cross, and he
hung there. The person hanging
from the cross would have to push
himself up to get air into his lungs.
After he hung there for so long, a
soldier would come along and break
his legs, so that he could no longer
push himself up to get air in his
lungs, and then he would die. When
the soldiers came to break Christ's
legs, He was already dead, because
he had already given up the ghost.
Therefore, the prophesy was fulfilled that said none of His bones
would be broken. Jesus said in Luke
23:34, "Father, forgive them; for they
know not what they do." He gave up

the ghost, and they pierced Jesus in
the side. Zechariah 13:1 says, "In
that day there shall be a fountain
opened to the house of David and to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin
and for uncleanness." When the
soldiers pierced Christ's side, a fountain was opened.
It is wonderful to have our sins
forgiven. Glory be to God! Everything that I ever did wrong is gone!
My Savior suffered and died for me.
No matter what I did wrong, He
forgave me. I am free, I am happy,
and I am on the right track! It is a
beautiful life! Before their conversion, some saints were on drugs,
some were alcoholics, and some
were mean and did other sinful

things. If you were once involved in
any of those things but now you are
saved, do not let the devil tell you
that you have not been forgiven.
Those sins are all under the blood.
Our Savior took a terrible beating
for us so that we could have this
great salvation.
If you do not know God, you are
living beneath your privilege. I hope
you do not die in your sins. I plead
with you, do not go on unsaved.
What if death should overtake you?
Please listen to God's Holy Spirit
and the Word of God. Do not go on
unsaved.
(C ompact D isc TR-301E)

Keys to Success
P art 2

As a Christian, you should be in
a state of growth and development
in your Christian life, whether you
are just getting started or near the
end of life. You should be mindful of
the fact that you need to grow and
develop more and more spiritually.
It is needful to develop greater interest, greater consciousness, and
fuller strength in God and in the
things of God. Those things pay
great dividends when you apply
them to your life, they help you to
be exactly what you should be for
God.
The three ingredients to be
considered in the recipe for success
are desire, determination, and dedication. In the last issue I talked
about the definition of success and
the differences between success in
the eyes of the world and success in

the eyes of the Lord. There are real
differences. Those things that the
world considers to be needful for
success in life are often the exact
opposite of what God considers to be
necessary for success in your life.
In this issue I want to talk
about the desire to be successful.
You need to keep what God considers to be successful in the forefront
of your mind. There is a real danger
in worldly success. I would encourage every employee to be the very
best employee possible. I would
never try to discourage you from
getting a good job if that is what
God has for you. However, I do
want to warn you concerning the
dangers of worldly success.
Last month I talked about the
negative effects of filling your life
with material things. Young person,
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I want you to realize that as you
gain worldly success, you must be
careful that you do not push God
out of your life.
A man named Jack Eckerd was
the founder of a chain of drugstores
that bear his name. He was very
successful in the eyes of the world.
One time he was asked to define
success, and he gave the following
response: "First, let me tell you that
success is not found in anything
that you can buy. As my business
prospered, I discovered that I could
drive any car I wanted, sail any
boat I chose, or go anywhere of
interest to me. I found that success
is not stuff. Success is what satisfies."
Not many people get past
material things in their search for
satisfaction, but most of those who
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do get caught in the next trap,
which is power. I do not mean some
evil desire, but just the everyday
reality wherein some people direct
the activities of others. At first, one
might be a busboy, then the manager, and maybe someday the
owner. On up the ladder you may
go until your position in the company earns you a position in the
community.
As you advance, the mayor
could seek your advice, then the
governor, and then the President.
At each level, you will feel a surge
of satisfaction, but it is not real. It
is like a narcotic—the more often
you take it, the more often you need
it, and that desire is never satisfied.
Worldly success can temporarily fill
a void in your life, and it may seem
as though there is some satisfaction
in worldly success. However, the
problem is, the more you get, the
more you want, and the emptier
you ultimately become. Too often
worldly success gives greater desire
for more and more in the pursuit of
worldly gain, and God is left far
behind.
Many people get what they
want. They get those things that
they have set out to achieve, whether it is status, a certain job, or
whatever it might be. Once they get
it, they fill their lives with it, and
the more they put there, the less
room there is for God. That happened even in Bible times.
Deuteronomy 8:6-18 reads:
"Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, to
walk in his ways, and to fear him.
For the LORD thy God bringeth thee
into a good land, a land of brooks of
water, of fountains and depths that
spring out of valleys and hills; A
land of wheat, and barley, and
vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey;
A land wherein thou shalt eat bread
without scarceness, thou shalt not
lack any thing in it; a land whose
stones are iron, and out of whose
hills thou mayest dig brass.
"When thou hast eaten and art
full, then thou shalt bless the LORD
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thy God for the good land which he
hath given thee. [Anything good
that comes to us comes from God. If
God has placed you where you have
the things that you need and more,
those things come from God. You
might have had to put physical
effort into obtaining those things,
but even that effort comes from
God. He has given you life and
breath and the ability to work.]
"Beware that thou forget not
the L ORD thy God, in not keeping
his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I
command thee this day: Lest when
thou hast eaten and art full, and
hast built goodly houses, and dwelt
therein; And when thy herds and
thy flocks multiply, and thy silver
and thy gold is multiplied, and all
that thou hast is multiplied; Then
thine heart be lifted up, and thou
forget the LORD thy God, which
brought thee forth out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of bondage;
Who led thee through that great
and terrible wilderness, wherein
were fiery serpents, and scorpions,
and drought, where there was no
water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; Who fed
thee in the wilderness with manna,
which thy fathers knew not, that he
might humble thee, and that he
might prove thee, to do thee good at
thy latter end; And thou say in
thine heart, My power and the
might of mine hand hath gotten me
this wealth.
"But thou shalt remember the
LORD thy God: for it is he that
giveth thee power to get wealth,
that he may establish his covenant
which he sware unto thy fathers, as
it is this day." Many times the children of Israel thought that what
they had done was the reason for
their success. Too often they forgot
God. You must always remember
that God is the One who gives you
anything you obtain in life. You
should appreciate even the small
things in life, because the small
details of life are planned so that
you can give glory and praise to
Him.
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As you gain more of this world's
goods, you could lose more than you
can imagine, and then you will be
weighed in the balance and found
wanting. That is what happened to
the children of Israel. They were
able to obtain some things. God had
a plan in all of that. He wanted His
temple to be built, and He needed
things for that temple to be
amassed and brought together, but
the Israelites kept their minds on
those things and forgot all about
God. This caused them a great deal
of heartache.
As people bring worldly success
to themselves, too often they become drunk on that success and
power. They put that first and foremost in their minds and think that
God cannot touch them. They
think: "I've got everything I need.
Nothing can be taken away from
me."
In Daniel, Chapter 5, you can
read of Belshazzar and how he
decided to have a great feast. In all
his worldly success and power, he
decided to have a big party. What
did he do at the party? He called for
the gold and the silver vessels once
used in the temple of God to be
brought in, and the king, his
princes, his wives, and his concubines drank wine from those vessels
and praised the gods of gold, of
silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and
of stone. I want you to think about
that. They would not praise the God
who created this world. Those holy
vessels that had once been in the
temple of God were holding wine as
they mocked God and praised rocks.
Today many people will not give
any credit to God, yet they praise
something as meaningless and useless as a rock. Many times people
want to get rid of rocks, but there
are those who will give so much
credence to the things of this world
that they never give any credit to
God.
The Bible says as they were
praising those gods of the earth and
drinking wine, "In the same hour
came forth the fingers of a man's
hand, and wrote over against the

candlestick upon the plaster of the
wall of the king's palace: and the
king saw the part of the hand that
wrote" (Daniel 5:5). In all of Belshazzar's pomp and splendor that
he thought was so important, his
strength left him. The Bible says
his countenance was changed and
his thoughts troubled him. His
joints of his loin loosed and his
knees knocked against each other.
Today too many times people
think they are extremely important
and have the attitude: "I can do
anything I want to do. I have
achieved so much in life. I have
gotten myself where I am. Look at
me." It takes just one moment for
God to say, "That is enough!" and
those same people who considered
themselves to be so important will
be stopped.
Belshazzar probably had a big
smile on his face at first, laughing,
mocking God, and making fun of
the Israelites. It was a big party
with princes and their wives and
the king's concubines all drinking
wine in those golden vessels. Everything was fun, but in a moment of
time, everything changed. He was
scared, because, in essence, God
said, "That is enough!"
What did Belshazzar do? He
brought forth the soothsayers and
the astrologers. Finally, after no
one had any idea what the handwriting on the wall said, Daniel was
called, and he was able to reveal
what God had written on the wall.
God had numbered Belshazzar's
kingdom, and Belshazzar had been
weighed in the balance and found
wanting.
King Belshazzar had everything
this world could offer. He had
power, money, and success of every
imaginable kind; he had it all. No
doubt, everyone around Belshazzar
thought that he was a real success.
He saw someone who had great
power; but God found him wanting,
empty, and useless because he was
so filled with himself and the things
that he had acquired.
As a Christian young person,
the Bible says that you are the

temple of God. Today people fill
their temples with "things." I want
to reiterate the danger of finding
success in yourself. If you fill your
life with so much of this world's
goods and the desire to go after
more, and if you get drunk on the
power that comes with all those
things, God will look down at you,
just as He did Belshazzar, and say,
"You are weighed and found wanting." You are God's holy vessel
today; nonetheless, you must be
careful and very judicious in what
you allow inside your heart's house.
You need to understand that the
more of this world that you put in
there, the less room there is for
God.
If you are honest, you will
acknowledge that you want to be
successful. You want to have a
successful job, a successful marriage, and a successful relationship
with God. However, you will never
obtain any amount of success with
God unless you allow Him first
place in your heart, unreservedly.
You must not be like those people of
old, filling that holy vessel with
something useless and pointless
and even sinful. You might think
that what you are filling yourself
with is not necessarily evil, and it
might not be. It might be a legitimate pursuit of something, but the
problem is, you will end up getting
it and wanting more, just as the
late Jack Eckert wrote. The flesh is
never satisfied. It desires more and
more. When I talk about success,
I am not talking about worldly
success. It does not matter so much
if you are successful from a worldly
perspective. Nothing would thrill
those who really love you more than
for you to be successful in God's
eyes. I want you to remember that
the ingredients for spiritual success
are desire, determination, and
dedication.
The first key ingredient in the
recipe for spiritual success is desire.
In the dictionary the word desire
means "to wish for something or to
want something very strongly; to
request something." How is that an
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important ingredient in this recipe
for success? If you do not have a
strong desire in your heart to be a
successful Christian, you never will
be, because instead of having the
desire to be something for God, you
will have a desire to be something
for yourself.
As long as you go through life
desiring things for yourself, you
will never desire to be anything for
God. God does not want selfish people to serve Him. There is no room
for selfish Christians. A strong desire is one of the very first things
that you must have.
Often people wonder why they
are not more successful. Sometimes
they keep things around in their
lives in case they decide to turn
back on God. God cannot use them
to their full potential because they
hold things back. Others say: "I
don't know how I can do any better.
I just can't be successful." People
who say things such as that do not
have a strong desire for success.
When it comes time to get up in
the morning, these same people are
often running to do the things of
the world before they ever stop to
ask God to direct their day. They
never fast, and they do not want to
give God any credit when He does
something in their lives. Those
same people see success and admire
it from afar, but they have no desire
to put time into becoming successful. Last month I told you about a
quote that says that the only place
that success comes before work is in
the dictionary. If you are going to
be successful, then you must claim
the desire to be so and be willing to
put in the hard work to get there.
Success, whether it is spiritual success or worldly success, does not
come easy.
When worldly success comes
easily and quickly to individuals, it
can oftentimes be taken away just
as quickly. Quick and easy success
is not real, lasting success at all. It
lasts about as long as it takes to
achieve it. It takes a true desire and
a willingness to work toward a goal
to achieve true spiritual success.
[continued on page 25]
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Zechariah 13:1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin
and for uncleanness.

Brother Larry Dishman
The All-Cleansing Blood
of the Lamb
The blood of Jesus is described
as a fountain opened for sin and
uncleanness. In this message I want
you to read an old song entitled,
"There Is a Fountain" by William
Cowper. It reads:
There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that
flood
Lose all their guilty stains.
The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;
And there have I, though vile as he,
Washed all my sins away.
Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed church of God
Are safe to sin no more.
E'er since by faith I saw the stream
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Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.
Then in a nobler, sweeter song,
I'll sing Thy power to save,
When this poor lisping, stammering
tongue
Lies silent in the grave.
I thank God that the songwriter
did not say, "There was a fountain"
or "There used to be a fountain,"
but he said, "There is a fountain."
I thank God for that "fountain
filled with blood, drawn from
Emmanuel's veins. And sinners
plunged beneath that flood lose all their
guilty stains."
Another song found in the
Evening Light Songs Hymnal is
entitled "The All-Cleansing Fountain" by Joseph C. Fisher, which
reads:
There's a fountain opened in the house
of God,
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Where the vilest of sinners may go,
And all test the power of the crimson
flood,
Of the blood that makes whiter than
snow.
When that fount was opened in the
Savior's side,
How the thief did rejoice in that
day!
And when dying, "Lord, remember
me," he cried,
Oh, the blood washed his sins
all away.
"Will you come and reason," saith
the Lord, "with Me;
Though your sins red like crimson do
glow,
And if dyed with scarlet stains your
heart may be,
I will make it as white as the
snow."
Yes, a broken spirit and a contrite
heart
Thou wilt never despise, O my God!

But wilt fully cleanse it now in every
part,
Till I'm whiter than snow by the
blood.
I have overcome now by the blood of
the Lamb,
And I'm clothed in my raiment so
white;
And I'm on my journey to that
glorious land,
Where forever I'll dwell in the light.
What are these in spotless robes and
whence came they,
As they're singing with palms in
their hands?
These through tribulation gained
the victory,
Having washed in the blood of the
Lamb.
Praise the Lord, I am washed
In the all-cleansing blood of the Lamb,
And my robes are whiter than the
driven snow,
I am washed in the blood of the Lamb.
Someone may ask, "What is in
this all-cleansing fountain?" Well, it
is filled with blood, and it is the
blood that saves and redeems the
soul. It is the blood that brings remission of sins. It is the blood that
pardons, cleanses, covers, justifies,
and glorifies. It is the blood that
gives life and victory over sin. It is
the blood that gives union with God
and brings reconciliation. I thank
God for the blood of Jesus. "There is
a fountain filled with blood, drawn from
Emmanuel's veins."
First Peter 1:18-19 reads:
"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were
not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without
spot."
The blood is the center of the
Gospel. The song says this blood
comes from Emmanuel's veins.
There is a fountain, and there is
blood in the fountain. Emmanuel's
blood is not the poisoned blood

of a fallen race. Thank God, it is
the blood of Christ. It is pure, spotless, crimeless, sinless blood. The
blood of Christ has absolutely no
insufficiencies whatsoever.
I like what the song says: "And
there have I, though vile as he, washed
all my sins away." This is speaking of
the thief on the cross who rejoiced to
see the fountain in his day. Every
sinner needs to see himself as "vile
as he." Romans 3:23 states, "For all
have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God."
You may say, "I never lived a
life like that thief on the cross."
Friend, you stand in need of a Savior
just as much as he did. You need His
blood applied to your heart. Luke
5:31-32 tells us that He did not come
to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance. A person who is whole
does not need a physician, but one
who is sick does. If you are saved,
you can say, "And there have I,
though vile as he, Washed all my sins
away."
Marvelous Power for
Removing Sin
Friend, at one time we all were
lost and on our way to a devil's hell.
None of us deserved the mercy or
the grace of God, but we thank God
for the blood. Verse 3 of the song
"There Is a Fountain" lets us know
there is power in His blood, and this
blood can make the vilest sinner
clean. No matter how deep you may
be in sin or how far you might have
gone down the road that leads to
destruction, His blood goes deeper
than the stain has gone.
Another song entitled "Deeper
Than the Stain Has Gone" reads:
Dark the stain that soiled man's nature,
Long the distance that he fell.
Far removed from hope and heaven,
Into deep despair and hell.
But there was a fountain opened,
And the blood of God's own Son,
Purifies the soul and reaches
Deeper than the stain has gone!
Conscious of the deep pollution,
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • A p ril 2 0 1 2

Sinners wander in the night,
Tho' they hear the Shepherd calling,
They still fear to face the light.
This the blessed consolation,
That can melt the heart of stone,
That sweet Balm of Gilead reaches
Deeper than the stain has gone!
All unworthy we who've wandered
And our eyes are wet with tears;
As we think of love that sought us
Through the weary wasted years.
Yet we walk the holy highway,
Walking by God's grace alone
Knowing Calv'ry's fountain reaches
Deeper than the stain has gone!
The blood of Jesus Christ
still cleanses from all sin! The
blood of Christ is not only a life
given for men, but it is a life given
to men. The life of the flesh is in
the blood, and Jesus gave His life.
He gave His life's blood so that
we might be redeemed. It has
marvelous power for removing sin
from the sinner, whom it cleanses
and sanctifies and makes fit for
Heaven. The blood of Christ has
mighty power over the kingdom of
darkness and over hell beneath.
Since the blood avails so powerfully
with God and over Satan, it avails
even more powerfully with men.
We read in Hebrews 7:24-25:
"But this man, [speaking of Jesus
Christ], because he continueth ever,
hath an unchangeable priesthood.
Wherefore he is able also to save
them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for
them." I thank God there is power in
His blood.
Today many people are bound
by drugs, alcohol, and other habits
of life. There are programs that
educate and give some help, but
those programs cannot compare
with what the blood of Jesus
can do. There is power in the
blood. You may say, "I'd get saved,
but I just don't think I can give
up tobacco." I want you to know
there is power in the blood of Jesus,
not only to save you but also to
give you overcoming power in your
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life.
Another may say, "I'd get saved,
but I just can't quit the bottle."
Friend, there is power in the blood
of Jesus Christ to set you free. Another may say: "Well, I just can't get
saved because I'm bound by drugs.
If you've never been there, you don't
understand. I can't quit." Again,
there is power in the blood of Jesus
Christ. A fountain has been opened
for sin and uncleanness. The song
says, "And sinners plunged beneath
that flood lose all their guilty stains."
The Merit of His Blood
Will Not Decrease
In the Evening Light Songs, the
song "Power in the Blood of Jesus"
by B. E. Warren says:
There's power in the blood to save
from sin,
To bring the peace of God where guilt
hath been;
A new and happy life will then begin,
There's power in the blood of Jesus.
There's power in the blood today, I see,
As when he set the palsied sinner free;
And now His saving grace extends
to me,
There's power in the blood of Jesus.
No righteousness of ours can e'er avail,
But through the Lamb of God we
shall prevail;
There's power in the blood, all else
will fail,
There's power in the blood of Jesus.
There's power in the blood for
our release,
There's power in the blood to bring
soul-peace;
The merit of his blood will not decrease,
There's power in the blood of Jesus.
There's power in the blood of Jesus,
There's power in the blood of Jesus;
To save the soul today,
Wash every sin away,
There's power in the blood of Jesus.
A fountain has been opened. I
thank God that this blood comes
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from Emmanuel's veins, and it will
never lose its power. It has been two
thousand years since the thief on the
cross plunged beneath that flood
and lost all his guilty stains. It is just
as powerful today as it was back
then. If time were to last another
two thousand years, it would be just
as powerful.
Hebrews 9:12 says, "Neither by
the blood of goats and calves, but by
his own blood he entered in once
into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us." You do
not have to go back time after time.
There is no more remembrance of
your sin because His blood works a
perfect cure.
I thought of the Scripture
in Revelation 13:8, which reads,
"And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worship him, whose names
are not written in the book of life
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." Friend, the
Cross was rooted in the heart of
God before it was set up on the hill
called Golgotha. The Cross was
erected by the hands of God on the
hills of eternal glory, and Jesus
Christ was the Lamb that was slain
from the foundation of the world.
I am glad that I am worshiping
the true and the living God, and
Jesus' blood has made me whiter
than snow. What happens when a
sinner plunges beneath this flood?
He loses all his guilty stains, not just
some of them. If you are unsaved,
you can plunge beneath this flood
and have all your sins washed
away. You can lose all your guilty
stains.
The Love of God
Before I got saved, the things of
my past haunted me. Oh, how the
devil reminded me of my sins! I felt
great condemnation because of the
things that I had done and the
things that I was doing. Thank God,
one night I made my way to an altar
of prayer, and I plunged beneath
that cleansing flood. What happened? I lost all my guilty stains. He
washed all my sins away.
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It is wonderful to have all your
sins washed away and to lose all
your guilty stains. Friend, God does
not save you from some sins; He
saves you from all sins. Isaiah 38:17
states, "Behold, for peace I had great
bitterness: but thou hast in love to
my soul delivered it from the pit of
corruption: for thou hast cast all my
sins behind thy back." I thank God
that they are gone. Psalm 103:12
says, "As far as the east is from the
west, so far hath he removed our
transgressions from us."
For more than thirty years,
"Redeeming love has been my theme,
and shall be till I die." What is your
theme? You do not have to be
around some people long until you
find out what their theme is. God
was willing to give His only begotten Son, and His Son was willing to
go to the Cross and allow His blood
to flow freely so that you and I
might have life and have it more
abundantly. Friend, we owe a great
debt. He loved us so.
As I think about the love of God,
I like to picture it like this: Over two
thousand years ago, God got up one
morning and looked down here to
this world and saw the sin-sick
souls. Then He went to His garden
and picked a beautiful bouquet. This
bouquet was made up of the Rose of
Sharon, and the Lily of the Valley.
Next, He wrapped it in the soft tissue of Heaven and sent it down to
this earth; but before He sent it
down to this earth, He pinned a card
on it, and the card simply read,
"John 3:16: 'For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.'" I thank God for the
love of God. It has been my theme,
and it shall be till I die.
Christ did not have to go
through that ordeal. He could have
called for legions of angels, and the
whole world would have been
plunged into hell. Because God
loved us, He willingly gave His Son.
His Son willingly died so that we
might have life more abundantly.
That is divine love.

Many years ago a preacher was
holding a revival. While he was
away, he received an urgent call.
His only daughter was at the point
of death. He prayed continually as
he drove through the night. By the
time he arrived at the hospital, his
little girl was barely hanging on. As
he walked into the room, he spoke
to her and she realized that her
daddy was there. She was trying to
say something, but he could not
hear her. He leaned over and put his
ear right down to her little mouth,
and he heard the faint whisper:
"Daddy, can't you help me?" The
preacher said that broke his heart.
He said: "If there was anything that
I could have done, anything whatsoever, to save my daughter, I would
have done it. No price would have
been too high. I would have done
anything in my power." That was
the way she died, saying, "Daddy,
can't you help me?"
In the light of that, I think about
our Savior hanging on the Cross,
when He said in Matthew 27:46,
"My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?" God could have
helped His Son. He could have come
to His rescue, but because He loved
mankind, He let His Son hang there,
bleed, and die. The song entitled
"The Love of God" reads:
The love of God is greater far
Than tongue or pen can ever tell;
It goes beyond the highest star,
And reaches to the lowest hell;
The guilty pair, bowed down with care,
God gave His Son to win;
His erring child He reconciled,
And pardoned from his sin.
When hoary time shall pass away,
And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall,
When men who here refuse to pray,
On rocks and hills and mountains call,
God's love so sure, shall still endure,
All measureless and strong;
Redeeming grace to Adam's race—
The saints' and angels' song.
Could we with ink the ocean fill,
And were the skies of parchment made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill,

And every man a scribe by trade;
To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry;
Nor could the scroll contain the whole,
Though stretched from sky to sky.
Oh, love of God, how rich and pure!
How measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure—
The saints' and angels' song.
There would not be enough
room in the sky, though the scroll
was stretched from sky to sky, to
write of the love of God. That is how
much God loves and cares for you
and me.
Sin Can Never Enter There
Who did Jesus purchase with
His blood? He purchased the
Church of God. He did not purchase
false religion. Acts 20:28 states,
"Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over
the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood." One
song mentions being saved to
sin no more. Although there is a
possibility that you could commit
sin, you do not have to. No matter
how long you have been saved,
you will be tempted. One of these
days, however, you are going
to be saved to sin no more. After
death, there is no possibility of
your sinning. When you draw
your last breath as a child of
God, you will be saved to sin
no more. When the trumpet sounds,
the dead in Christ shall rise, and
we which are alive shall also rise
and meet Him in the air. We will
be saved to sin no more. That will be
wonderful! The song entitled "Sin
Can Never Enter There" by C. W.
Naylor reads:
Heaven is a holy place,
Filled with glory and with grace—
Sin can never enter there;
All within its gates are pure,
From defilement kept secure—
Sin can never enter there.
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You may live in sin below,
Heaven's grace refuse to know,
But you cannot enter there;
It will stop you at the door,
Bar you out forevermore—
Sin can never enter there.
If you cling to sin till death,
When you draw your latest breath,
You will sink in dark despair
To the regions of the lost,
Thus to prove at awful cost,
Sin can never enter there.
Sin can never enter there,
Sin can never enter there;
So if at the judgment bar
Sinful spots your soul shall mar,
You can never enter there.
When your poor lisping,
stammering tongue lies silent in the
grave, what are you going to do
then? While I am lying in the grave,
I will be singing a sweeter song, one
that the angels cannot sing. The
dying thief rejoiced to see that fountain in his day. Praise God! This
thief was a man who was well
known as "the dying thief." He was
steeped in crime, and he belonged to
the criminal class. In Luke 23:41 the
thief said, "We receive the due reward of our deeds." In other words,
he recognized that his deeds were
justly under condemnation, because
he received the due reward of his
deeds. He was a wicked liar. He was
a ruined, lost life, and he needed a
Savior. Though he was a criminal,
he was not an atheist. He believed in
the true and living God. According
to Luke 23:40, he believed in a future life of reward and punishment,
because he said to the other thief,
"Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou
art in the same condemnation?" He
feared God. The problem with many
people today is that they do not fear
God. That is the reason some people
have left this earth without getting
the needs met in their lives.
I believe the unrepentant thief
noticed that strange, calm dignity
and the heavenly look of his fellow
prisoner. In Mark 15:31 the thief
heard the crowd mock, "He saved
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others; himself he cannot save." He
also heard Jesus calmly praying,
"Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do" (Luke 23:34). The
thief on the cross saw Christ as a
holy, sinless one who had done
nothing amiss. He confessed that
Jesus knew no sin, and he acknowledged and addressed Him as Lord.
He believed that the Lord had a
kingdom at His disposal, that Jesus
had the power to help him, and that
His power extended beyond the
grave. Also, he believed that the
King was willing to save him.
Exercising Faith in the Blood
I want you to think about this
thief. He did not believe amidst such
scenes as the feeding of the five
thousand or when Christ walked on
the sea or when He stilled the storm
in the midnight hour on Galilee. He
did not believe when Christ came
riding into Jerusalem on a colt or
when Jesus raised Lazarus from the
dead. He believed in Jesus when the
confidence of many of His disciples
was shaken. Judas betrayed Him
and committed suicide. Peter, the
leader of the group, had denied
Him, cursed, and sworn. In this
trying hour, all the disciples forsook
Him and fled, but the thief on the
cross believed.
Friend, salvation is not
complicated. In Luke 23:42, the thief
said, "Lord, remember me when
thou comest into thy kingdom." That
is not complicated; it was short and
to the point. This was a humble
prayer. He did not feel worthy, but
his prayer was in earnest, and it was
in the right spirit. Standing on the
brink of eternity, with death staring
him in the face, he said, "Lord, remember me when thou comest into
thy kingdom." If Christ heard and
answered this sinner's cry while he
was in the agonies of death, I believe
He will hear your cry if you will call
upon Him.
Friend, do you have the sure
hope of the dying thief? The cry of
the thief brought the immediate
answer of our Savior. Jesus said in
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Luke 23:43, "Verily I say unto thee,
To day shalt thou be with me in
paradise." He was not speaking of
some distant future, but that day he
was with Jesus in paradise. How is
it that an unworthy sinner, though
vile as he, could plunge beneath the
flood? How did it all happen? It
happened because he repented and
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus said in Luke 13:3, "I tell
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish." Friend, if
you do not repent, you will be lost
eternally. Second Corinthians 7:10
reads, "For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the
world worketh death." God can and
will only forgive to the extent of
your repentance. Repentance is
more than a change of mind and a
change of heart; it is also a change of
action.
How can a lowly sinner on his
way to hell plunge beneath the flood
and lose all his guilty stains? He
must believe. The songwriter wrote,
"E'er since, by faith, I saw the stream."
That is how it happens.
Romans 3:24-25 states: "Being
justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to
be a propitiation through faith in his

blood, to declare his righteousness
for the remission of sins that are
past, through the forbearance of
God." It is not that faith gives the
blood its effectiveness. The blood
always retains its power and its
effectiveness. Unbelief closes the
heart and hinders its operation.
Faith is simply the removal of that
hindrance and the opening up of an
individual's heart for the divine
power that the living Lord will
bestow through His blood.
Do you really know of the
energizing power of the blood? Are
you experiencing its overcoming
potency? There is overcoming
potency in the blood. If you desire to
be delivered from sin's power and
sin's bondage, you must repent and
exercise faith in the blood. If you
will come as a guilty sinner longing
for pardon, you can rest assured the
blood, which has already been made
a perfect reconciliation, will immediately cover you and restore you to
the favor and the love of God.
Would you like to bow at an altar of
prayer and tell God that you believe
in the power of the blood for your
own soul? Won't you seek the Lord
and allow His blood to cleanse your
heart and make you whole?
(C ompact D isc TR-420E)

Statement of Condition
for 12 months ending January 31, 2012
Income
Supplies
Wages & Benefits
Donations/Offerings
Equipment
Postage
Maintenance & Repairs
Subtotals

$ 29,218.00
61,217.00
$11,587.00

$11,587.00

Balance paid out of the general fund of the
Church of God congregation at Newark, OH
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Expenses

8,370.00
61,078.00
9,113.00
$168,996.00

$157,409.00

Malachi 3:7 Even from the days of
your fathers ye are gone away from
mine ordinances, and have not kept
them. Return unto me, and I will return
unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But
ye said, Wherein shall we return?

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye
have robbed me, even this whole nation.
10 Bring ye all the tithes into the

storehouse, that there may be meat in
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will
not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there
shall not be room enough to receive it.

Brother E. David Stegmeier
God Is Worthy of Our Utmost
I was brought up in the Church
of God, and I have come to realize
that fasting also should be done
systematically. One songwriter
wrote, "He's still working on me." I
believe that we all should look at
areas in our lives where we can
improve. I pray almost every day
that God will help me to be a better
husband, a better father, and a better pastor. We should want to be
better for God in every way, and
fasting is one way that God can help
us.
I want to say something about
giving before I get into fasting. I
think many of us have heard of
Mr. LeTournea who gave 90 percent
of his income to the work of God.
That is awesome! I am a strong believer that we need to give God the

very best of our finances, our time,
and our talents. He is worthy of our
utmost. Prayer, fasting, and faith are
three cords that are intertwined, and
they are not easily broken. We need
to have these together in our lives.
They are mutually involved: each
one compliments, or helps to enhance, and increases the other.
Moreover, each is contingent upon
the other, and assists, or bolsters, the
other. If you want faith, you have to
pray. If you want to add fervency to
your prayers, then you need to do
some fasting.
In Mark 9:29, after the disciples
were unsuccessful in casting the
deaf and dumb spirit out of the lad,
they asked Christ, in so many
words, "Why were we unsuccessful?" Jesus had just delivered the
boy, and He said, "This kind can
come forth by nothing, but by prayG o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • A p ril 2 0 1 2

er and fasting." In serious situations,
our prayers should be accompanied
with some fasting.
We are living in a day of revelry. People are indulging themselves in feasting and having a big
time, living after the flesh in every
way; yet they never say a word
about the soul. Jesus said in Matthew 24:36-38: "But of that day and
hour [concerning the Second Coming of Christ] knoweth no man, no,
not the angels of heaven, but my
Father only. But as the days of Noe
were, so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be. For as in the days
that were before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day
that Noe entered into the ark." We
are living in that kind of day.
Paul told of people who had
made a god out of their belly, or
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appetite. They mind earthly things.
Paul said in Philippians 3:18-19:
"(For many walk, of whom I have
told you often, and now tell you
even weeping, that they are the
enemies of the cross of Christ:
Whose end is destruction, whose
God is their belly, and whose glory
is in their shame, who mind earthly
things.)"
We should not follow those
kinds of people. All they do centers
on eating and drinking. They are out
to gratify the flesh. Many churches
now offer coffee and donuts for people. Someone said, "There is no chapel in their lives; it's all the kitchen."
That is the way it is in too many
cases today. They are occupied with
worldly things such as food, clothing, popularity, comfort, ease, and
pleasure. Brother Emerson Wilson
once said in one of his messages,
"Instead of people eating to live,
today people live to eat."
Fasting—A Doctrine of the Church
Tithing and fasting should be
done systematically. If they are not,
we probably will not do them. As I
mentioned previously, prayer, fasting, and faith are intertwined, and
they strengthen one another. We are
living in the day when people are
living after the flesh, and they are
reluctant to chasten the body by
fasting. Brother Emerson Wilson
said that fasting is a doctrine.
Christ spoke of the spirit of the
day and age in which we live in
Luke 12:16-21: "And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground
of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully: And he thought within
himself, saying, What shall I do,
because I have no room where to
bestow my fruits? And he said, This
will I do: I will pull down my barns,
and build greater; and there will I
bestow all my fruits and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou
hast much goods laid up for many
years; take thine ease, eat, drink,
and be merry. But God said unto
him, Thou fool, this night thy soul
shall be required of thee: then whose
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shall those things be, which thou
hast provided? So is he that layeth
up treasure for himself, and is not
rich toward God."
We need to realize that everything we have belongs to the Lord. If
God gives you something, it should
be dedicated to Him. God will have
the final word. We had better have a
godly reverential fear upon our
lives. There is a shroud of reverential fear that accompanies me all the
time. We need to be careful. God is
the final Judge of all our actions. As
God's people, I do not think we
should ever relax and say, "I'm just
going to take it easy." God's people
should want less of the things of the
world so that we can spend more
time in the service of God.
Fasting is God's means of
humbling ourselves and proving to
Him that we are in earnest and sincere. Fasting adds fervency to your
prayers and increases your faith in
His Eternal Word. Fasting will help
you to drive away unbelief. Unbelief
is the enemy of the church. I believe
the greatest enemy we have is
unbelief. Fasting is a doctrine of the
New Testament. It is laid out in the
Old and the New Testaments.
Jesus gave instructions concerning fasting more often than He did
concerning the three ordinances of
water baptism by immersion, feet
washing, and the Lord's supper. I
purchased a used book by Philip
Yancey in a used book store a few
years ago. The president often called
him when he needed questions answered concerning spiritual things.
The book is entitled "The Jesus I
Never Knew." He said in there,
"Where is the people that still
washes feet?" Feet washing is still a
Bible ordinance. Where is the
people? The Church of God still
practices this Bible requirement.
Our Example in All Things
Jesus talked more about fasting
than confession and repentance.
In Matthew 6:16 Jesus said, "Moreover when ye fast [He implied
that, as Christians, we are going to
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fast; that is part of our Christian
responsibility and privilege], be not,
as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance. . . ." I do not like to see Christians who are sad. If you are sad,
you need to ask God to help you.
Sometimes I am sad, but I do not go
to school and say: "Good Morning,
kids! It's been a rough day. Things
aren't going my way." No! Psalm
144:15 tells us, "Happy is that people, whose God is the LORD." I like
to see people on top of circumstances. Brother Wilson used to say,
"What are you doing under them?"
Jesus continued in Matthew
6:16-18: ". . . for they disfigure their
faces, that they may appear unto
men to fast. Verily I say unto you,
They have their reward. [What is
their reward? Someone saw them
and said: 'Wow! That's awesome!
What a godly person!' What they
need to work on is getting the approval of God. They should not
worry about the approval of man.]
But thou, when thou fastest, anoint
thine head, and wash thy face; That
thou appear not unto men to fast,
but unto thy Father which is in
secret: and thy Father, which seeth
in secret, shall reward thee openly."
In the Old Testament the
Pharisees got down in sackcloth and
ashes. When they were through
praying, they got up and went out
in public that way. They enjoyed the
acclaim of men. By doing this, others
would know they were fasting,
thereby bringing glory to themselves. This was a hypocritical fast.
Jesus said we should not fast as the
hypocrites do. We should want
God's approval, not man's. It is far
greater than the sanction of man.
Christ was not against fasting twice
a week. He did not reprove them for
the time in which they fasted.
In the text of Scripture, Jesus
said, "When ye fast"; in other words,
He was assuming that His followers
would fast. In Matthew 9:14 John's
disciples asked Jesus, "Why do we
and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy
disciples fast not?" Jesus said to
them in verse 15, "Can the children
of the bridechamber mourn, as long

as the bridegroom is with them? but
the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them,
and then shall they fast." Jesus is our
example in all things. He washed
feet, He implemented the Lord's
Supper, and He fasted. Matthew 4:2
says that Jesus fasted forty days and
forty nights, and afterward he was
hungry.
The early church fasted. Sometimes they fasted to get the will of
God. They spent much time in fasting and prayer, and that is one important reason for fasting. We need
to have God's will in our lives. I
believe there would be less mistakes
in the church and in the ministry if
we would accompany our praying
with fasting. Too many people are
ministering who should not be ministers. Too many young men are
preaching who should not be out
there. If you are fostering division,
you should not be preaching.
Bible Principles
Acts 13:1-3 reads: "Now there
were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as
Barnabas, and Simeon that was
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene,
and Manaen, which had been
brought up with Herod the tetrarch,
and Saul. As they ministered to the
Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost
said, Separate [as a minister of the
Lord] me Barnabas and Saul for the
work whereunto I have called them.
And when they had fasted and
prayed, and laid their hands on
them, they sent them away." Prayer
and fasting was done by the disciples when choosing leaders.
Paul and Barnabas fasted before
they ordained elders in Galacia. In
Acts 14:23 Luke wrote, "And when
they had ordained them elders in
every church [that is Paul and Barnabas], and had prayed with fasting,
they commended them to the Lord,
on whom they believed." Paul fasted
a great deal. Second Corinthians
11:27 says he was in fastings often.
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 11:1, "Be
ye followers of me, even as I also am

of Christ." We are encouraged to
imitate the Apostle Paul in Christ.
The Psalmist David spoke of
fasting. He wrote in Psalm 35:13,
"But as for me, when they were sick,
[Probably most Christians have fasted when a loved one was in a serious situation. We are driven to fast
in the face of a family tragedy, but
how about when another sister's
husband is at the point of death?
Are you concerned enough to fast
then?] my clothing was sackcloth: I
humbled my soul with fasting [these
were not people who were kind to
David]; and my prayer returned into
mine own bosom." In other words,
they made fun of him.
Psalm 69:10 tells us, "When I
wept, and chastened my soul with
fasting, that was to my reproach."
They had made fun of David. Christ
was made fun of as well. That is a
part of what happens when you
serve God. Sometimes I think of the
old adage that says, "If you don't
like the heat, stay out of the
kitchen." You need to say, "Lord,
would You help me to learn the
lesson here? Would you help me to
see what You want me to see in this
trial? I don't want to go through this
again."
The Amplified Bible says in
Psalm 69:10, "When I wept and
humbled myself with fasting, I was
jeered at and humiliated." Whatever
you do, you should not look for
others to give you their approbation.
Let it be from God. Usually people
fast when they have a serious need;
however, we should really look out
for others and fast for them as well.
We read in Ezra 8:21, "Then I
proclaimed a fast there, at the river
of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of
him a right way for us, and for our
little ones, and for all our substance." That is important. I want to
know the right way. It is so important that we live right. We are either
sacrificing for our children or sacrificing our children. I want to encourage you, for the sake of your children, do what is right.
Ezra 8:22-23 reads: "For I was
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ashamed to require of the king a
band of soldiers and horsemen to
help us [our help should be in the
Lord; we do not go to Babylon for
help] against the enemy in the way:
because we had spoken unto the
king, saying, The hand of our God is
upon all them for good that seek
him; but his power and his wrath is
against all them that forsake him
[that is the principle]. So we fasted
and besought our God for this: and
he was entreated of us." God is more
apt to hear the prayers of those who
humble themselves before Him.
Thinking of Others
Isaiah 58:1-2 states: "Cry aloud,
spare not, lift up thy voice like a
trumpet, and show my people their
transgression, and the house of
Jacob their sins. Yet they seek me
daily, and delight to know my ways,
as a nation that did righteousness,
and forsook not the ordinance of
their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in
approaching to God." That describes
a lot of people today. They like to go
to church, put on a front, and act so
sanctimonious. However, the Bible
says they do it their own way. The
truth of the matter is, it must be
done God's way or no way.
Verse 3 reads, "Wherefore have
we fasted, say they, and thou seest
not? wherefore have we afflicted our
soul, and thou takest no knowledge?
Behold, in the day of your fast ye
find pleasure [now God is going to
tell the reason], and exact all your
labours." When you fast, you should
not go to the beach, go golfing, or
go fishing. You should get in
your secret closet and pray and read
the Word. You should not do anything for enjoyment. Those people
whom Isaiah spoke of were fasting,
but they were doing things for their
own pleasure during the fast. In
essence, the Amplified Bible says
they hired help and gave them extra
responsibility.
Isaiah 58:4 reads, "Behold, ye
fast for strife and debate, and to
smite with the fist of wickedness: ye
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shall not fast as ye do this day, to
make your voice to be heard on
high." When they were fasting and
praying, they were fussing and
fighting. The Bible says in one place
that when you prepare a meal, you
should invite people who are not
necessarily able to invite you to
come to their house. Is not there a
principle on that line? Once in a
while, little cliques may develop. Do
you know what cliques are? Often
they invite each other for dinner.
Isaiah 58:5-7 continues: "Is it
such a fast that I have chosen? a day
for a man to afflict his soul [that is
what God chooses]? is it to bow
down his head as a bulrush, and to
spread sackcloth and ashes under
him? wilt thou call this a fast, and
an acceptable day to the LORD? Is
not this the fast that I have chosen?
to loose the bands of wickedness, to
undo the heavy burdens, and to let
the oppressed go free, and that ye
break every yoke? Is it not to deal
thy bread to the hungry [maybe if
you do not eat on a certain day and
you save yourself twenty dollars, it
might be good to find someone who
could use it], and that thou bring the
poor that are cast out to thy house?
when thou seest the naked, that
thou cover him; and that thou hide
not thyself from thine own flesh?"
Certainly, you need to remember your own children, but I think
we need to raise our children to
think beyond themselves. They
should not be self-centered. They
should realize that we are here to
serve others. I am concerned that
our young people be more evangelistic, or greater soul winners. They
should be concerned about bringing
people into the church. We should
work with our children and teach
them to look for others to help and
not to think of having only their
own needs supplied. I believe that
Isaiah was saying, "Take care of all
these, but do not forget your own."
Fasting—A Systematic Discipline
Isaiah 58:8 tells us, "Then shall
thy light break forth as the morning,
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and thine health shall spring forth
speedily: and thy righteousness
shall go before thee; the glory of the
LORD shall be thy rereward." Jesus'
life was the light of men. If you
should let down somewhere, your
light will go out. We are to be a light
in this world. God is going to bless
His people.
Verses 9-12 read: "Then shalt
thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall
say, Here I am. If thou take away
from the midst of thee the yoke, the
putting forth of the finger, and
speaking vanity [that means not
blaming anyone else for your own
shortcomings]; And if thou draw out
thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy
the afflicted soul; then shall thy light
rise in obscurity, and thy darkness
be as the noonday: And the LORD
shall guide thee continually, and
satisfy thy soul [we may go through
dry places, but our soul can be wellwatered] in drought, and make fat
thy bones: and thou shalt be like a
watered garden, and like a spring of
water, whose waters fail not. And
they that shall be of thee shall build
the old waste places: thou shalt raise
up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The
repairer of the breach, The restorer
of paths to dwell in."
God was not hearing these
people in the Old Testament because they were fasting for the
wrong reasons. Fasting must be
done with the right motives. Jesus
did not condemn the practice of
fasting, but rather He assumed that
His followers would fast. Isaiah
gave specific instructions concerning
the fasting that moves God to respond.
The reformers implemented
fasting as a practice in their lives.
John Wesley fasted twice a week, on
Wednesdays and Fridays until three
o'clock. When the Apostle Peter was
instructed to go visit Cornelius,
Cornelius was praying and fasting
until three o'clock, and that was the
time of the evening sacrifice. So I try
to fast until three o'clock. When you
fast, you probably should not try to
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fast three or four days straight, but
you ought to fast.
The Bible says in Acts 10:30-31:
"And Cornelius said, Four days ago
I was fasting until this hour; and at
the ninth hour I prayed in my house,
and, behold, a man stood before me
in bright clothing, And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and
thine alms are had in remembrance
in the sight of God." At three o'clock
in the afternoon, when others were
out doing various things, he was
having his devotions.
Brother D. S. Warner and other
reformers made fasting a systematic
discipline in their lives. Too often
fasting is neglected. I want to see
more things done for God. We are so
blessed. Let us get the Gospel out to
others.
Fasting is an act of self-denial
and humility. We can voluntarily
fast, and sometimes God will place
a fast on us. Sometimes when something very serious happens, we just
cannot eat because our hearts are so
heavy. Fasting should be done to get
God's divine direction. We need
God's direction. I do not believe that
we are just sailing out here, moved
by the winds and the currents of life.
We can know where we have been
and where we are going. Sometimes
you may need to seek God's
direction for help to overcome
temptation.
God can heal lingering illnesses
if you pray and fast. Several years
ago I was very ill. My wife said that
it looked as though I was going to
die, but the church prayed and
fasted, and she said she could see a
decided improvement.
Prayer and fasting is needed
when appointing individuals to
important positions in the church or
when sending forth workers into a
field of labor. Fasting will lift you to
a higher place of spiritual living and
give you greater victory. You will
find that it is a blessing. However,
you should do it for the right
reasons.
(C om pact D isc TR -548A )

[Espec. for Young People— contin. from p. 15]

You have to desire to be a successful Christian young person. As I
talk about desire and why it is so
important that you gain a greater
desire to serve God, I want you to
realize that you must desire to draw
closer to God. This is something
that no one else can do for you. You
have to want to be successful in
your walk with God.
I am not dismissing the value of
praying for those who are lost and
for those who are struggling. That
is paramount. God commands you
to pray for them. Young person, my
point is this: as much as people love
you or as much as your pastor and
your parents pray for you and want
you to be successful, they cannot
cause it to happen for you. You
must have a desire to be successful
in the Kingdom of God. It starts
with your desiring it. Christian
parents want their children to be
successful spiritually, but they can
only do so much to try to convince
them that if they have that strong
desire, that is the first step in being
a successful Christian.
Another reason people often
find themselves on the short side of
success is that they fail to set high
expectations for themselves. If you
continually set your expectations
low, you will never rise above the
place where you have set them. If
you do not expect much, you will
not get much. If you do not desire to
be excellent at something, you
never will be. Do not expect to sit
back and let everyone else do the
work for you, young person. If you
do, you will not progress in life, and
especially not in the Kingdom of
God. It does not work that way. The
only one who can really get you
closer to God is you.
You have to want to be excellent at being a Christian. Do not be
ashamed of desiring to be an excellent child of God. You should want
to be the very best child of God that
you can possible be. In our worldly
endeavors, people in sports and
other competitions work hard to be
the very best they can be for selfish

reasons. It is all about self: "Look at
me and see what I can do." That is
how people in the world are. As you
endeavor to be the very best Christian that you can be, God will cause
you to become something more
beautiful for His glory than you
could ever imagine. That is not a
selfish desire.
There is really only one kind of
Christian, and that is an excellent
Christian. The Book of Revelation
lets you know that if you are on fire
for God, that is good. On the other
hand, if you are lukewarm, that is
not good. In fact, the Bible paints a
vivid and ugly picture of what God
will do with you if you are lukewarm. God does not want that kind
of person around the church.
As you serve God and you see
that God wants to use you in a
greater way, God will put in your
heart a greater desire to serve others. As you excel in your walk with
God and grow and become the man
or the woman that God wants you
to be, you become something wonderful to those around you. You are
not saved to serve yourself. In other
words, God did not plan for you to
receive salvation and then go off by
yourself. God appointed you to be
with others in His service.
God wants the saints of God to
work together. He wants His people
to collectively share the Gospel with
those around us in such a way that
it beautifies the body of Christ and
causes others to want exactly what
we have. You must have a strong
desire to be successful in your
Christian walk if you are going to
achieve that level of success. There
is nothing wrong with being an
excellent Christian. If you are a
real child of God, then God is
pleased with the success that He
sees in your life. There is no reason
for you to walk around with the
attitude: "I will never amount to
anything. God does not have anything for me." You do not have to be
that way. There is no reason that
you cannot become something awesome in the Kingdom of God. God
wants you in His kingdom, and He
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wants you to be a willing worker for
Him. If you obediently listen to the
voice of God and follow the direction of the Holy Spirit and your
godly pastor, you will become successful. I want you to realize there
is a level of success for you that
only God can provide. You do not
have to sell yourself short. You are
the future of the Church of God.
Sometimes you may say, "Well,
I don't know what God has for me.
He might not have a companion for
me" or "Maybe God does not have a
good job for me" or "I can't do this
or that." Once you start thinking
that way, it is very easy to sit back
and belittle yourself and feel that
you are worthless. In Matthew
16:26 Jesus asked, "For what is a
man profited, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own
soul?" This tells me that the value
of each soul is far more than anything this world can offer.
There is so much value in you
as a young person that God brings
you along, and He will build the
church using people just like you.
No one's life is pointless or meaningless. If you have life and breath,
you are worth this whole world.
You need to realize that. Do not be
ashamed of knowing that you are
worth something. You are worth
something to God, and you are
worth something to the saints of
God. You can touch people in a way
that others cannot. We each have
different spheres of influence.
There is value in youth, and you, as
a young person, are worth more
than you can ever realize. I want
you to realize that you should desire and require excellence from
yourself in the Kingdom of God. Do
not let anyone make you feel that it
is wrong to want to be more for God
and to be successful in the Kingdom
of God. You need to get to the place
where the desire that you have in
life is first and foremost to please
your Heavenly Father and realize
the value in the work of God. That
value and that worth, if fostered in
the right way, will lead others to
Christ.
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Are you thankful that Christ
spoke to you? Do you remember a
brother or a sister who influenced
you? Do you remember a young
person who invited you to the house
of worship? Did another young person show an interest in you when
you were a child? Those things can
make a difference. Young person,
you have an amazing ability to
make a difference in the lives of
others. If you are successful in the
Kingdom of God, there is nothing
that He cannot do with your life.
There is no greater endeavor to be
successful than in serving God.
Nothing can compare. The success
that you achieve in the Kingdom of
God far outweighs any success that
you could ever achieve in the world.
There is nothing wrong with having
a good job, a nice home, and a nice
vehicle to drive, but you need to
keep all those things in perspective.
You have the ability to be an
amazing example of what God can
do in the life of a young person. It is
not a selfish thought to be desirous
of spiritual excellence. If you get to
the point where you really want
God to use you in a very definite
way, He will. There is no greater
calling in life than to be used of
God. Again, you have the opportunity to become something special in
the Kingdom of God, and you need
to foster that desire. You should not
shun it or push away from it. You
should want to be important in the
Kingdom of God. Becoming important in the Kingdom of God means
that you are important to other
people.
There are many things that you
can desire that will bring you success in the Kingdom of God. One of
the very greatest things that you
can desire is wisdom. Proverbs 2:111 instructs: "My son, if thou wilt
receive my words, and hide my
commandments with thee; So that
thou incline thine ear unto wisdom,
and apply thine heart to understanding; Yea, if thou criest after
knowledge, and liftest up thy voice
for understanding; If thou seekest
her as silver, and searchest for her
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as for hid treasures; Then shalt
thou understand the fear of the
LORD, and find the knowledge of
God.
"For the LORD giveth wisdom:
out of his mouth cometh knowledge
and understanding. He layeth up
sound wisdom for the righteous: he
is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. [Wisdom is necessary for
spiritual success. It takes hard
work to be successful. Wisdom does
not come because you say, 'It would
be great to have some wisdom.' Do
you want wisdom? Let us see how
to find it.] He keepeth the paths of
judgment, and preserveth the way
of his saints. Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good
path. When wisdom entereth into
thine heart, and knowledge is
pleasant unto thy soul; Discretion
shall preserve thee, understanding
shall keep thee."
You have to seek wisdom as
silver and search for her as a hid
treasure. You must work hard to
find wisdom. Outside of Jesus
Christ, King Solomon is widely
considered to be the wisest man
who has ever lived. In 1 Kings,
Chapter 3, you can read the story of
the Lord coming to Solomon in a
dream and saying, in essence,
"What is it that you want?"
Solomon told God he wanted to
have an understanding heart and to
judge His people fairly. What did
God say? God told him that because
he had asked for wisdom, He was
going to give him that and so much
more. You need to read the end of
that story and realize that if you
will seek wisdom and God grants it
to you, you must also realize that
wisdom comes from God.
Proverbs 3:7 from the Amplified
Bible says, "Be not wise in your own
eyes; reverently fear and worship
the LORD, and turn [entirely] away
from evil." Do not be wise in your
own eyes. You need to remember
that God gives you wisdom.
I want you to read a story that
I read a long time ago. It is about a
real desire for someone to make a
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change and the difference that it
made. The gentleman's name is
Dick Hoyt. Eighty-five times Dick
Hoyt pushed his disabled son Rick
26.2 miles in marathons. Eight
times he pushed him 26.2 miles in a
wheelchair, towed him 2.4 miles in
a dingy while swimming, and peddled him 112 miles in a seat on the
handlebars of his bicycle, all in the
same day. Dick has also pulled him
in cross-country skiing, has taken
him mountain climbing on his back,
and once hauled him across the
United States on a bike. What has
Rick, the disabled boy, done for his
father? Not much, except save his
life. This love story began forty-five
years ago when Rick was strangled
by the umbilical cord during birth,
leaving him brain damaged and
unable to control his limbs. When
Rick was nine months old, Dick said
the doctors told him and his wife
Judy that he would be a vegetable
for the rest of his life. They were
told to put him in an institution,
but Dick and Judy Hoyt were not
buying it. They noticed the way
Rick's eyes followed them around
the room.
When Rick was eleven, his
parents took him to the Engineering Department at Tufts University
and asked if there was anything to
help the boy communicate. "No
way." Dick says he was told, "There
is nothing going on in his brain."
"Tell him a joke," Dick countered. They did, and Rick laughed.
It turns out there was a lot going on
in his brain. Rigged up with a computer that allowed him to control
the cursor by touching a switch
with the side of his head, Rick was
finally able to communicate. His
first words were "Go Bruins."
After a high school classmate
was paralyzed in an accident and
the school organized a charity run
for him, Rick pecked out with that
machine to his dad, "I want to do
that." How was Dick, the father, a
self-described porker who never ran
more than a mile in his life, going
to push his son five miles? Still, he
tried. Dick said: "Then it was me

who was handicapped. I was sore
for two weeks."
That day changed Rick's life.
"Dad," he typed, "when we were
running, it felt like I wasn't disabled anymore." That sentence
changed Dick's life. He became
obsessed with giving Rick that feeling as often as he could. He got into
such hard-belly shape that he and
Rick were ready to try the 1979
Boston Marathon. There was one
event in his life that gave him a
real desire to change everything
about it, and that desire turned into
something very beautiful.
When Dick wanted to enter the
marathon, he was told by a race
official, "No way." Dick and Rick
Hoyt were not quite single runners,
and they were not quite wheelchair
competitors. For a few years Dick
and Rick joined the massive field
and ran anyway. They found a way
to get into the race officially in
1983. They ran another marathon
so fast that they made the qualifying time for the Boston Marathon.
Then somebody asked Dick,
"Hey, Dick, why not try a triathlon?" How was a guy who had
never learned to swim and had not
ridden a bike since he was six years
of age going to haul his 110-pound
son through a triathlon? Still, Dick
tried. He desired to give his son
that one thing that made him feel
that he was not handicapped.
Now they have completed 212
triathlons, including four grueling
ironman competitions in Hawaii.
"Hey, Dick, why not see how
you do on your own?" somebody
once asked him.
"No way," he replied.
He does it purely for that
awesome feeling that he gets seeing
Rick, his disabled son, with a cantaloupe smile as they run, swim, and
ride together.
At ages 65 and 43, Dick and
Rick finished their twenty-fourth
Boston Marathon. They placed
5,083 out of more than 20,000 starters. Their time: two hours and forty
minutes, which was only thirty-five
minutes off the world record. "In

case you did not happen to keep
track of these things," the writer
said, "the record happens to be held
by a guy who was not pushing
another man in a wheelchair."
"No question about it," Rick
types, "my dad is the father of the
century." Dick got something else
from all of this too. Two years ago
he had a mild heart attack during a
race. Doctors found that one of his
arteries was 95 percent clogged. "If
you had not been in such great
shape," one doctor told him, "you
would have died fifteen years ago."
So in a way, Dick and Rick saved
each other's lives.
Rick, who has an apartment
and works in Boston, and Dick, who
retired from the military and is
living in Massachusetts, always
find ways to be together. They give
speeches around the country and
compete in some back-breaking race
event every weekend, including on
Father's Day every year. On Father's Day Rick will buy his dad
dinner, but the thing he really
wants to give him is a gift he can
never buy. "The thing I would most
like," Rick types, "is that my dad
would sit in the chair, and I push
him, just once."
This is an amazing story to me
of the great desire to make a difference in someone else's life. That is a
desire that changed the life of a son.
It was a desire that saved that
man's own life. He had so much
desire to be successful at making
his son feel good that he has been
able to accomplish it for years and
years.
Now, if someone can have that
much desire in albeit a beautiful
but worldly endeavor, why can you
not have that same kind of desire to
be everything that you should be
for God? Do not tell me that you
cannot do it, because I just told you
a story about someone who did not
even know how to swim, but he
competed in triathlons. Do not tell

me it would be too hard. Do not tell
me it is not worth it. Do not tell me
that you do not want to be successful, because no excuses will hold up.
Those are crutches, and there is no
reason to walk around with those.
I want you to realize that you
have an opportunity to increase
your desire and require yourself to
be more excellent in the Kingdom of
God. You have the opportunity to
understand the Word of God, to
know God's will in your life, and to
become what God wants you to be.
If God wants you to be successful,
then ask Him to help you to have a
greater desire to be just that.
Do not sell your young life
short. Do not keep yourself from
becoming something great by not
having any kind of desire to be successful. The recipe for success in
your spiritual life starts with desire. If you do not have what you
feel is an appropriate amount of
desire to be all that you can be for
God, you need to pray and ask God
to give you that desire.
Do you remember what the
definition of the word desire is? It
means "to request something; to
wish for." You can draw closer to
God starting right now. The beautiful thing about it is, if you want to
be successful spiritually, there is
nothing wrong with asking God to
help you to be more so. As God
gives you that desire, you need to
keep that desire in your heart burning brightly so that He can use you.
You may be in a spot where you
have never even had that desire.
You may be in a spot where once
that desire burned brightly, but for
some reason it has waned. You may
be in a spot where you want to be
successful spiritually, but for some
reason you do not feel yourself
getting to that next step. Ask God
to create within your heart a greater desire to be everything you
should be for Him. There is no reason that you cannot become a spiritual giant for God.
Brother Chris Wakefield

Chasing after pleasure is a confession of an unsatisfied life.
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