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"But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory
both now and for ever. Amen."
2 Peter 3:18

Spiritual growth is extremely
important to every Christian. He
or she must increase in the
knowledge of the Lord if development in spiritual maturity is ever
realized. Spiritual maturity enables the Christian to be a more
useful vessel to the Lord and to
His kingdom. The more one
can know about the Lord, His
Word, and His ways, the better
equipped he will be in overcoming
the battles of life. Paul admonished the Colossian saints to
"walk worthy of the Lord . . . being fruitful . . . and increasing in
the knowledge of God" (Colossians
1:10). Peter instructed the saints
to "grow in grace, and in the
knowledge" (2 Peter 3:18). God's
plan for each of His children is to
grow, mature, and become more
firmly established in the things of
God.
Spiritual maturity is accomplished through various means,
and one such way is through
faithfully enduring tests and trials. It is very important for God's
people to look at these divine interruptions in the right way. Trials are never sent to destroy a
soul, but rather to build up a man
or a woman and to enhance his or
her usefulness to God. The old
saying is, "A man can shout when
on the mountaintop, but real
growth comes when he is in the
deep valley." It is through these
valley experiences that God helps
the best of men and women to
shine forth. Humanity always
desires the easy way, but the
hard places cause one to pray, to
dig, to search, and to draw closer
to the Master. Each soul can be
compared to a diamond in the
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rough. One's true beauty and
luster do not really shine until
he or she has been cut, shaped,
and polished by God's refining
process.
God permits hard trials and
difficult circumstances to come
across one's pathway to prove the
individual's experience to see if it
is genuine. This process certainly
proves the fidelity and the loyalty
of the one being tested. God often
chooses to shine the light of the
Gospel to the lost world through
His children by sending them a
trial. To the onlooker, adversity
often demonstrates the grace and
the strength of God working in
His child. People often witness
God's power and ability to work
through one who is fully trusting
in Him for help and deliverance.
Only God knows the number of
souls who have been redeemed
because of the faithfulness of
such a one who endured a severe
trial and came forth victoriously.
Another means of spiritual
growth is by the pruning of a
person through the Word of God.
Jesus stated in John 15:2, "Every
branch in me that beareth not
fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he
purgeth it, that it may bring
forth more fruit." Purging brings
about a separation. That which is
not good is taken away so the
good that remains may bring
forth more bountifully. The Word
of God is sent to uncover and to
expose anything that may be
working in the life of His child
that is not beneficial to him or to
the Lord. That which proves to be
[c o n t in u e d o n p a g e 2 7 ]

Brother Roger L. Decker
Salvation Versus Religion
We are living in a world that is
steeped in religion. Everywhere you
look, it seems that a new religious
group is starting, and they start with
different beliefs. Many people believe almost anything, whether it is
based on the Bible or not. These
religions often have people motivating them, and those who are motivating them are filled with zeal.
However, they actually think more
of their religion than they do of
obeying God.
Dear one, there is a difference
between being saved and being
religious. When it comes to salvation, the religious world has muddied the waters, so to speak, by saying they are saved, or born again.
Some movie stars and even some
rock music groups say they have
this born-again experience. When an
individual is truly saved, a definite

change takes place. He will start
going to church, reading the Bible,
and praying. He will act differently
in the home, on the job, and wherever he goes. He will be different
when he deals with the businesses
of the world. The Christian pays his
debts. He does not run up a bill and
then walk away and leave it.
The word religion means: "the
expression of one's belief; reverence
for a superhuman power; recognizing the Creator and Governor of the
universe; to pursue its zeal or conscientious devotion." The word salvation means: "deliverance; to save
from evil or difficulty; to save from
the power and penalty of sin; to be
redeemed from all sin; to be brought
back to the state of holiness and
purity." The Bible speaks about salvation, even in the Old Testament.
We read in Psalm 3:8, "Salvation
belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah."
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Psalm 62:1-2 reads: "Truly my soul
waiteth upon God: from him cometh
my salvation. He only is my rock
and my salvation; he is my defence;
I shall not be greatly moved."
In Luke 1:74-75 Zechariah
prophesied: "That he would grant
unto us, that we being delivered out
of the hand of our enemies might
serve him without fear, In holiness
and righteousness before him, all
the days of our life." God wants His
people to live holy and righteously.
We read in the New Testament in
Titus 2:11-12: "For the grace of God
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that
[the grace of God is a teacher], denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world." To
be saved is to be delivered, and we
are delivered from more than sin.
We are also delivered from darkness. The children of light have been
3

delivered from darkness.
The Bible says in Colossians
1:13, "Who hath delivered us from
the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his
dear Son." Sin has a blindness attached to it and a power over the
natural man, the man who has not
been born again.
Speaking of the beast, Revelation 13:1 states, "And I stood upon
the sand of the sea, and saw a beast
rise up out of the sea, having seven
heads and ten horns, and upon his
horns ten crowns, and upon his
heads the name of blasphemy." Here
John was writing about Roman Catholicism. It is the beast that came
up out of the sea, and that beast got
its power from the dragon, or paganism. Revelation 13:8 says, "And
all that dwell upon the earth shall
worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the
Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world." This beast had power,
but it had power over those who
had not been born again, those
whose names were not written in
the Lamb's Book of Life.
There is no salvation in Roman
Catholicism. This beast has not
changed its garments. It is religious,
and it has the most people of any
religion in the United States. They
do not teach salvation, or being born
again. I am talking about the system
of worship, not the people. This
beast has power over those whose
names are not written in the Lamb's
Book of Life.
True Deliverance
Being saved is being delivered
from the wrath to come. Church, we
have not seen wrath like the wrath
that is to come. First Thessalonians
1:10 says, "And to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from
the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come."
Great wrath was poured out on
Jerusalem in approximately A.D. 70.
That great tribulation was severe,
and those who did not heed the
voice of Jesus Christ perished, and
4

they suffered horrible deaths.
Now, there is still wrath to come
on those who will not heed the voice
of Christ. You may think that you
are going through severe hardship
here, but it will be nothing compared to the final Judgment if you
are unsaved. May God help you to
get the fear of God in you in a greater way.
The final Judgment is coming,
and the Books are going to be
opened. Those whose names are not
written in the Lamb's Book of Life
are going to be cast into the depths
of hell. You do not want to go there,
friend. It will not be a picnic. It will
not be the fact that if you should go
there, you are going to have plenty
of company. I like to illustrate it this
way: If you were in the final stages
of cancer, and you were just about
gone, it would not comfort you to be
in a ward with others who were
suffering as you were. You would
not be able to enjoy fellowship and
happiness. If you should go to hell,
you will go into outer darkness.
There is wrath to come, dear one, for
those who do not accept, obey, and
serve Jesus Christ.
Religion cannot save you. Only
Jesus Christ can save you. Many
people are so caught up in religion
that no one can get them to Christ.
Neither joining a church nor being a
lodge member will save you. Secret
lodges are not conducive to Christianity. I worked with many lodge
members, and to my knowledge, not
one of them was saved. Many lodge
members are caught up in the great
pride of being lodge members, but
being a lodge member and being in
religion will not save you. You must
be born again to be saved.
People have been lied to. Just as
joining a church will not save you,
neither will sitting in a Church of
God congregation save you. You
need to do more than sit in a Church
of God congregation to be saved.
Not everybody sitting in a congregation is a member of God's
church. You must have Christ on the
inside to be a member of God's
church.
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Do You Have the Real Thing?
Many people get caught up in
religion, but you must have a personal experience with Christ. Do
you have your own personal experience with Jesus Christ? I am not
talking about going to an altar of
prayer and having somebody else
pray for you. Do you know that you
have prayed through and that God
has answered your prayers?
If you get into God's church, or
God's kingdom, you have to talk to
God. He is not a hard taskmaster,
and He is not a respecter of persons.
God does not accept only the elite
and leave out the down-and-out. All
people can reach God. Have you
ever talked to God? You do not have
to pray a lengthy prayer or be a
great orator to get God's attention.
God sees the heart, and the Spirit
makes intercession for you. God
knows what you feel in your heart.
When you really want salvation,
God will give it to you, but you have
to ask for it.
The Spirit of God has to draw
you and bring you to Jesus Christ.
You cannot get saved on pure emotion. You need to talk to God, because He is the only One who can
save you. God wants you to be
saved more than you want to be
saved. He wants you to be saved so
much that He gave His only beloved
Son to die in your place. Nothing
and no one can remove the guilt of
sin except Jesus Christ. A pope or a
priest cannot do it, a preacher cannot do it, a church cannot do it, good
works cannot do it, and good friends
cannot do it. It takes the blood of
Jesus Christ.
The only way you can get to
God is through Jesus Christ. There is
still only one mediator between God
and men. First Timothy 2:5 says,
"For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus." There are many cheap
substitutes for salvation, but the soul
of man thirsts and hungers for the
real thing.
When I got saved, I wanted the
real thing. I was sick of seeing

religious people who did not have
the real goods telling me about their
church. The only way to get the real
thing is to get hold of the real God,
not cheap substitutions. When you
are saved, you are joined to Christ.
A man may try to talk you into joining a church, but when you are
saved, you are in the church. By one
Spirit, we are baptized into one
body.
There are many cheap substitutions in religion, but there is no
power in them. You must have Jesus
Christ inside you. Christ in you
gives you the hope of glory. Are you
saved or are you just religious? If
you are merely religious, when you
get out in the world, you will find
that you have no real energizing
power to keep you from sin. Christ
has all power when you truly give
up to Him. When people get religion, they do not have to give up
anything, but you have to give up
everything to obtain real salvation.
God never asks you to give up
something that is good for you. God
will help you to keep whatever is
good for you. He only wants you to
get rid of those things that are detrimental to you and to serving God.
With real salvation all sin is gone.
The Word and the Spirit
In Exodus, Chapter 14, Israel
had come out of Egypt, and right
behind them in pursuit were the
Egyptians, and they went to the Red
Sea. This was the first real trial that
they had coming out of Egypt. We
read in verses 13-14: "And Moses
said unto the people, Fear ye not,
stand still, and see the salvation of
the LORD, which he will show to you
to day: for the Egyptians whom ye
have seen to day, ye shall see them
again no more for ever. The LORD
shall fight for you, and ye shall hold
your peace." We know that the Lord
did just that.
Moses lifted his rod over the sea,
and the sea parted. God's people
went through on dry land. When the
Egyptians followed in pursuit, God
allowed the waters to come together

again and destroy every one of
them. Every sin is removed in real
salvation, and you see it no more.
Not long ago I read that down in
the bottom of the Red Sea, they uncovered a chariot wheel. There are
probably many more of them down
there, along with spears, armor, and
other things. They were able to date
it back to that particular time. Of
course, I do not need to see a chariot
wheel to believe, but that helps
those who might question the
validity of the event.
Speaking of the Word and the
Spirit, Revelation 11:8 says, "And
their dead bodies shall lie in the
street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt,
where also our Lord was crucified."
The Word and the Spirit cannot
have their preeminence in Babylon,
or modern religion.
Today many preachers will not
cry out against certain things because the people want those things.
Many people who used to adhere to
the Bible standard have turned back
to the things they had once left behind. They want to be religious, but
they do not really want to display
old-time salvation. They attend a
church among churches. The Church
of God is not a church among
churches. It is the church of the
Word of God. You will not find another church mentioned in the Bible.
When you search through the Word
of God, all you are going to read
about is the Church of God and the
people of God. The greatest calling
that God can ever give any individual is to be a member of His church;
that is a great elevation.
Down in Babylon the Spirit and
the Word are not free to operate.
Why? They cannot get by the program of the church. Egypt is a type
of sin because of the bondage, the
bitterness, the afflictions, and the
harshness. In genuine salvation all
sin is destroyed. It is covered by the
blood of Jesus Christ when an individual is saved. Are you religious or
do you have real salvation? Some
people say they are saved, but they
still have things active in their lives
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that they should have gotten rid of a
long time ago. If there is sin in your
life, then what are you saved from?
Power to Live Holy
Matthew 1:21 reads, "And she
shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name JESUS: [Jesus is a
given name, not the family name.
God is a family name. What is He
going to do?] for he shall save his
people from their sins."
The Bible is very plain. God will
help you if you will listen to the
Word and take it to heart. Romans
8:11-13 states: "But if the Spirit of
him [the word Spirit is talking about
the Holy Spirit] that raised up Jesus
from the dead dwell in you, he that
raised up Christ from the dead shall
also quicken your mortal bodies by
his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors,
not to the flesh, to live after the
flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye
shall die: but if ye through the Spirit
do mortify [kill, or put to an end] the
deeds of the body, ye shall live."
God's Holy Spirit gives you power
over the flesh.
First Corinthians 9:27 reads, "But
I keep under my body, and bring it
into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway." Jesus said in John 17:15-16: "I
pray not that thou shouldest take
them out of the world [He is praying
to His Father], but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They
are not of the world, even as I am
not of the world."
You may say, "The Bible says
there is none righteous." Yes, this is
in the Bible, but the people did not
have the New Testament. When the
Apostles spoke, they did not speak
from the New Testament. I want
you to notice the first four words of
Romans 3:10-12, which reads: "As it
is written, There is none righteous,
no, not one: There is none that
understandeth, there is none that
seeketh after God. They are all gone
out of the way, they are together
become unprofitable; there is none
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that doeth good, no, not one." Paul
was talking about the Old Testament. When he said, "As it is written," he was talking about the Law
and the Prophets.
Verses 13-20 continue: "Their
throat is an open sepulchre; with
their tongues they have used deceit;
the poison of asps is under their lips:
Whose mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness: Their feet are swift to
shed blood: Destruction and misery
are in their ways: And the way of
peace have they not known: There is
no fear of God before their eyes.
Now we know that what things
soever the law saith, it saith to them
who are under the law: that every
mouth may be stopped, and all the
world may become guilty before
God. Therefore by the deeds of the
law there shall no flesh be justified
in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin."
Under the Law there was no
power to deliver an individual from
sin. Paul said with the Law came the
knowledge of sin. You can find that
in Romans 7:7, where Paul said,
"Nay, I had not known sin, but by
the law: for I had not known lust,
except the law had said, Thou shalt
not covet." The knowledge of sin
came by the Law.
When Paul said, "As it is
written," what Scripture was he referring to? He was quoting from
Psalm 53:1, when he said: "The fool
hath said in his heart, There is no
God. Corrupt are they, and have
done abominable iniquity: there is
none that doeth good." Nominal
religion continues to fight holiness,
but friend, you cannot get around
holiness. It is scattered throughout
the entire Word of God. Roman
Catholicism calls everything holy
but the people. They have holy water, holy father, holy priest, and the
holy pope, but the people are not
holy. Jesus Christ came and died on
the Cross to make you and me holy.
Hearken Diligently to the Lord
Where did salvation come from?
False religion comes out of the
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minds of men, but God is the author
of salvation. It has been purchased
for whosoever will come to Christ,
and it is free. You may obtain it
without money and without price.
Isaiah 55:1-3 reads: "Ho, every one
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
and he that hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine
and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend
money for that which is not bread?
and your labour for that which
satisfieth not? hearken diligently
unto me, and eat ye that which is
good, and let your soul delight itself
in fatness. Incline your ear, and
come unto me: hear, and your soul
shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the
sure mercies of David."
In other words, the Prophet
Isaiah was asking: "Why do you put
forth all this effort in religion, yet
you are dissatisfied? You receive no
bread from Father's house. With His
bread comes strength and nourishment." People spend a lot of time in
religion. You may give offerings to
the church, but that alone will not
get you into Heaven. You must be
born again. If you are not saved, you
are not a member of God's church.
In denominationalism if you are a
member of the congregation, you
are a member of the church. However, in the Church of God, you can
be in the congregation and not be a
member of the church. You have to
be saved to be a member of the
Church of God. Do you have salvation or are you just religious?
Friend, it is time to come out of
dead works, those things that do not
profit you. You need to join those in
Revelation 14:4 who follow the
Lamb "whithersoever he goeth."
Salvation is free, but it cost Heaven's
best. God gave the best He had. No
one else in Heaven is as valuable as
God's own Son. God said to His Son,
"I want You to go to earth and take
on a fleshly body, and then I want
you to whip the devil on every
point." Jesus did that. In essence,
God said, "Receive all those who
come to You, and if they come to
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You, I will forgive them." His Son
became a living sacrifice. He could
have called thousands of angels, but
He chose to die so that you and I
might go free.
Some people think that living
for God is dull. They think you cannot do anything or go anywhere.
That might be true of what you see
in false religion, but not in salvation.
I have been out in the world. As
long as I had money, I had so-called
friends. I have been out where I
could drink and party, yet I did
not feel free. I was in bondage.
When I came to Christ, I was free to
do the things I wanted to do. Christ
changes you on the inside. When He
changes you, you no longer want to
do those sinful things. Many people
do not understand this.
When you come to Christ, you
do not stay the same. Your heart is
changed, your mind is changed, and
your spirit is changed. The disobedient spirit goes out, and He puts an
obedient spirit in you. You want to
do right. You are called to holiness.
I do not know where people get
the thought that being a Christian is
dull. I have never had such a good
time in my life. I have had the best
times of my life while serving God.
The life of sin can be dull and costly.
I used to smoke up to two packs of
cigarettes a day.
Living for God is not dull,
because you are changed. You have
God dwelling in you; then what
God likes you like, and what God
dislikes you dislike. An actual
change takes place. Salvation is for
you, friend, if you will obey His
voice and repent. Religion cannot
save you, but Jesus Christ can. Are
you merely religious or do you really have salvation? If Jesus should
come today, and all you have is
religion, you are going to miss
Heaven. You need to be honest with
your own soul.
(Com pact Disc TR-706E)

Revelation 2:18 And unto the angel
of the church in Thyatira write; These
things saith the Son of God, who hath
his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his
feet are like fine brass;
19 I know thy works, and charity,
and service, and faith, and thy patience,
and thy works; and the last to be more
than the first.
20 Notwithstanding I have a
few things against thee, because thou
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and
to seduce my servants to commit
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed
unto idols.

21 And I gave her space to repent of
her fornication; and she repented not.
22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed,
and them that commit adultery with her
into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.
23 And I will kill her children with
death; and all the churches shall know
that I am he which searcheth the reins
and hearts: and I will give unto every
one of you according to your works.
24 But unto you I say, and unto the
rest in Thyatira, as many as have not
this doctrine, and which have not
known the depths of Satan, as they
speak; I will put upon you none other

burden.
25 But that which ye have already
hold fast till I come.
26 And he that overcometh, and
keepeth my works unto the end, to him
will I give power over the nations:
27 And he shall rule them with a
rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter
shall they be broken to shivers: even as
I received of my Father.
28 And I will give him the morning
star.
29 He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Brother E. David Stegmeier
Loyalty and Obedience
In our Scripture text we have the
fourth and longest letter in a series
of seven letters written to the congregations in Asia Minor. John had
a real burden. He had been exiled to
a lonely island called Patmos, and
God had shown him some very
profound and serious things. This
business of serving the Lord is very
serious. We need to be a very sober
and a very serious people. I want to
be what God wants me to be. We are
living in a day of lukewarmness,
complacency, and indifference. I am

not indifferent when it comes to
serving the Lord. I want to be my
best for God, don't you?
Verse 18 of our Scripture lesson
states, "And unto the angel [the
minister, the leader, the one who is
responsible] of the church in
Thyatira write; These things saith
the Son of God [Christ], who hath
his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and
his feet are like fine brass." God can
see us. He has perfect discernment.
He knows our thoughts, and He
knows the words we are going to
utter. He will tell us exactly how
things are. Some people may say,
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"Oh, we have witnesses." Are they
credible witnesses? There are many
false witnesses today, but one thing
we can depend on is that God will
tell us the truth. His eyes are as a
flame of fire. I believe there was
some anger in Him.
God is angry with the conditions
around some places that call themselves the Church of God. There is
another side to God. He is a God of
love, but He can become very angry
when people engage in hypocrisy
and mix false doctrine with the pure
Word of God. That is what was
going on at Thyatira. I want the
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truth, and I do not want any
hypocrisy in my life. I hate it.
Some people wear a cross and
carry the Bible, but they are just
as crooked as a snake. Hypocrisy
stinks, and God hates it. If you
growl around and act like a bear or
a lion at home (the Bible speaks of
lion-like natures), you should be
honest about it when you go to
church so that you can receive help.
God is the God of strength and
durability. He will stand. You cannot move Him. When you build on
God, according to His Word, you
will be able to stand.
Verse 19 of our Scripture text
says, "I know thy works, and
charity, and service, and faith, and
thy patience, and thy works; and
the last to be more than the first."
There were some good attributes
about the church at Thyatira. The
people in the congregation were
making some improvements, and it
is always good to make improvements. However, they had some
things that were lacking. They tell
us in education that when you discipline a child, you should tell him
some good things first and then tell
him that which is lacking. The
church at Thyatira had some good
points, but they also had some
things that were not very good.
Verse 20 says, "Notwithstanding
I have a few things against thee,
because thou sufferest that woman
Jezebel, which calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach and to seduce
my servants to commit fornication,
and to eat things sacrificed unto
idols." This is not an antiquated
Scripture. This happens yet today.
The unabridged dictionary says that
the word seduce means "to persuade
to disobedience." Some people come
around the church and work to try
to get individuals to disobey the
Truth, to disobey their pastor, and to
disobey their Sunday school teacher.
The word seduce also means "to
sway to disobedience or to disloyalty." We must be loyal to God
and to one another. I like the song
entitled "We Need Each Other,
Brethren!" The song reads:
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In a world filled with violence and
hatred,
Everywhere, wars and turmoil we see;
God's people face daily this struggle;
Only love will keep us free.
Oh, how sad to see some of our
brethren,
As they strive for earth's pleasure and
gold,
Become selfish and strive with each
other;
Love and kindness has quickly grown
cold.
Lord, give us true warmth and
affection;
When one fails, help us rescue his
soul;
"He's not heavy, for he is my
brother,"
Let us cry as we carry his load.
Dear saints, let us vow to each other,
"I will help, I will comfort and pray;
I will stand by your side and defend
you
In this battle you're facing today."
We need each other, brethren!
For only love will carry us through;
Let us stand by each other, brethren;
Take courage, be faithful and true.
"Take Heed and Beware"
Our Scripture lesson reads in
verse 20, "Notwithstanding I have a
few things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman Jezebel,
which calleth herself a prophetess,
to teach and to seduce my servants
to commit fornication, and to eat
things sacrificed unto idols." Let us
talk about this old Jezebel spirit.
Spirits do not die. This spirit is still
around, and it works on people in
many ways. One way it works on
men and women is to make them
look like the world. The saints of
God are to look different from the
world. First Timothy 2:10 says that
women should appear as "becometh
women professing godliness."
This old religious spirit was
seducing saved people, the saints, to
be disloyal and to desert the faith.
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • D e ce m b e r 2 0 1 1

Today it works to persuade and to
entice individuals to go astray in
action or in unbelief. This spirit
causes people to add leaven to the
Truth, or to the Word. False teachings and hypocrisies are coming in
on the church and running rampant
today.
Galatians 5:9 says, "A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." If
you allow a little leaven, it will
grow and overtake you. Jesus said in
Matthew 16:6, "Take heed and
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." Verse 12
reads, "Then understood they [the
disciples] how that he bade them
not beware of the leaven of bread,
but of the doctrine [teachings] of the
Pharisees and of the Sadducees."
The saints of God want the Truth.
We want to eat bread that is not
contaminated. Leaven, or yeast,
creates a fermentation in the dough.
It creates a chemical change, and we
do not want a change when it comes
to the Truth. We want the pure
Word of God.
In Luke 12:1 Jesus said, "Beware
ye of the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy." False teachings
and hypocrisy spread like a cancer.
Paul wrote in Galatians 1:6, "I marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another gospel."
I marvel at how easily people give
up sometimes, and it is such a disappointment. Someone once said,
"Lots of times people try to find
excuses to leave the church, but I am
finding more and more reasons to
stay." We have the truth. I am
speaking in a very humble and
appreciative way. I thank God for
the Truth.
Galatians 1:7-8 continues:
"Which is not another; but there
be some that trouble you, and
would pervert the gospel of Christ.
But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel
unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be
accursed."

The Bride of Christ
Verse 20 of our Scripture lesson
reads, "Notwithstanding I have a
few things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman Jezebel,
which calleth herself a prophetess,
to teach and to seduce my servants
to commit fornication. . . ." We are
married to Christ. When you are
saved, you become His bride.
Romans 7:1-4 reads: "Know ye
not, brethren, (for I speak to them
that know the law,) how that the
law hath dominion over a man as
long as he liveth? For the woman
which hath an husband is bound by
the law to her husband so long as he
liveth; but if the husband be dead,
she is loosed from the law of her
husband. So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an
adulteress: but if her husband be
dead, she is free from that law; so
that she is no adulteress, though she
be married to another man. Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of
Christ; that ye should be married to
another, even to him who is raised
from the dead, that we should bring
forth fruit unto God."
When you become a part of the
family of God, Christ is your
husband, and you are His bride.
You are to bring forth converts, not
to Martin Luther, John or Charles
Wesley, or any other leader. If you
join yourself to any other body,
you commit spiritual fornication.
Church, we should not be content
with a barren womb. We should
want new converts. What should be
the calling card of the church? Song
of Solomon 2:4 tells us, "He brought
me to the banqueting house, and his
banner over me was love." There is
a beautiful spirit of love in the
church. Love for Christ consummates into having new converts.
Again, verse 20 of the Scripture
text states, "Notwithstanding I have
a few things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman Jezebel,
which calleth herself a prophetess,
to teach and to seduce my servants

to commit fornication, and to eat
things sacrificed unto idols." I do not
want anybody to seduce me, to say
this way is too difficult, to say the
standard is too high, or to say that
the people are too narrow-minded.
This salvation is a narrow way, but
it is a wonderful way to live. We
ought to be loyal to God, to the
church, and to one another.
My text of Scripture reads in
verses 21-22: "And I gave her space
to repent of her fornication; and she
repented not. Behold, I will cast her
into a bed, and them that commit
adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their
deeds." This letter was written to the
church, just after the rule of Roman
Catholicism. The Gospel was being
preached, and people were beginning to get saved and to be liberated. If you do not accept the Truth
and live right, you are going to invite upon yourself great tribulation.
Living in sin is a terrible way to live.
Verse 23 continues, "And I will
kill her children with death. . . ."
Who was the husband of old
Jezebel? He was King Ahab. What
happened to Ahab's children? They
were all killed. I think he had
seventy sons, and they were all murdered. If you do not do right and
stand for the Truth, you are inviting
spiritual death. This is very serious!
Hold Fast Till He Comes
I want to rightly represent the
Church of the Living God. It is an
awesome institution. I do not want
to play church. I do not contend
with the doctrines or the standards
of the church. They are beautiful. If
you were to enter any branch of the
military service, you would find that
they have high, stringent standards,
especially in the officers training
schools. We are in the army of the
Lord, and we are fighting for Him.
Verse 24 of our Scripture text
says, "But unto you I say, and unto
the rest in Thyatira, as many as have
not this doctrine, and which have
not known the depths of Satan, as
they speak; I will put upon you
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none other burden." God has promised some things for the church. One
promise is that His yoke is easy and
His burden is light. I have found
that to be so. I believe that God's
people age more slowly than the
world does. Sin brings stress and all
kinds of problems on the body. The
world is carrying around a load of
sin, and what a heavy load sin is!
His yoke is easy, and His burden is
light.
Verses 25-27 read: "But that
which ye have already hold fast
till I come. [Are you holding fast? If
you are, I would encourage you to
stay right in there.] And he that
overcometh, and keepeth my works
unto the end, to him will I give
power over the nations: And he
shall rule them with a rod of iron; as
the vessels of a potter shall they be
broken to shivers: even as I received
of my Father."
God's people are a victorious
people. I do not go around sad,
depressed, and discouraged. I go
around very happily. Do I have
burdens? Oh, yes! Sometimes a
burden will hit me like a sledgehammer, and it hurts me so deeply
that I can hardly get up, but I take it
to the Lord. First Peter 5:7 says,
"Casting all your care upon him; for
he careth for you." He can carry
your burden. He is strong.
Verses 28-29 of our Scripture
lesson read: "And I will give him the
morning star [Jesus Christ]. He that
hath an ear, [You need to keep a
good, sensitive ear so that God can
tell you when to move, when to
speak, when to go, and when to
stay. God can do that.] let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the
churches."
Godly Repentance
Going back to verse 21 of our
Scripture text we read, "And I gave
her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not." The
Word of God is very emphatic in
letting us know that each of us has a
certain space ordained of God in
which to repent. Genesis 6:3 reads,
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"My spirit shall not always strive
with man." There is going to come a
time when God says: "It is over. I
don't want to have any more to do
with that soul. His space of time to
repent is up."
Repentance means turning from
sin, completely abandoning that
which God has condemned. I do not
want to play with sin. I do not even
want to flirt with it. The doctrine of
repentance is as old as the existence
of sin. Noah and Jonah preached
repentance. Jesus told the Jewish
people, in so many words, "You
have turned down your day of visitation." When God speaks to you,
He wants you to move.
What was John the Baptist's
primary message? "Repent." Jesus
came preaching "Repent." On the
Day of Pentecost, Peter said, "Repent." Repentance is very serious.
Our Scripture text says, "I gave
her space to repent." The antediluvian world was given the space to
repent during Noah's ministry, and
then it was all over. This business of
serving the Lord is the most serious
thing there is in life.
Dear one, your time may be
running out. You should not take a
chance with your soul. The Bible
says that today is the day of salvation. You should not close this
day without getting saved. As I
grew up, if I had a need, I took care
of it immediately. That is the way it
should be with a husband and a
wife. If you have a little difference of
opinion or if you say something that
you should not have said, you
should take care of it right away.
What does God require from
you? He requires godly repentance.
Paul said in 2 Corinthians 7:9-10:
"Now I rejoice, not that ye were
made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to
repentance: for ye were made sorry
after a godly manner, that ye might
receive damage by us in nothing.
For godly sorrow worketh repentance [it is work to clear yourself
with God and to clear yourself with
mankind] to salvation not to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the
world worketh death."
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The thief's repentance is often
very shallow. He is sorry that he got
caught, but he would have continued to steal had he not been caught.
Oh, he might have cried some
crocodile tears, so to speak, but only
because he got caught. Otherwise he
would have gone on like Judas. The
Bible says Judas repented himself.
He did not repent to God. His repentance was not genuine. He went
to the priests and threw down the
money. He did not sin against them
or the temple. His sin was greater
than that; his sin was against God.
Christ Is Calling for You
Second Corinthians 7:11 reads:
"For behold this selfsame thing, that
ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what
carefulness it wrought in you, yea,
what clearing of yourselves, yea,
what indignation, yea, what fear,
yea, what vehement desire, yea,
what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all
things ye have approved yourselves
to be clear in this matter."
If you are penitent, you are
sorry for willfully disobeying God.
You will come in a humble manner,
and you will have a right spirit. You
will regret that you offended God,
and you will have a hatred for sin
and wrongdoing. Moreover, you
will have a determination to burn
all the bridges behind you and to
consecrate the rest of your life to
God. Last of all (and this is the best
part), you will have the anticipation
of being set free and of having
God forgive you and bless your life.
He will do that. Won't you let Him?
In closing, I want you to read
a song entitled "Come and Be
Saved." It is a very sober and a very
serious song written by D. S.
Warner.
Listen, sinner, to the voice
Of thy reason's noble choice,
For thy better judgment calls thee to
repent;
Reason tells thee there's a God,
Bids thee tremble at his word,
And invites thee to the Savior he has
sent.
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • D e ce m b e r 2 0 1 1

There's conviction in thy heart
That from sin you should depart.
Oh, that monitor in mercy do obey;
'Tis a canker in thy breast
That will never let thee rest,
If you do not turn from sin's destructive
way.
Jesus came, the Son of God,
Shed for you his precious blood,
Oh, behold him dying on the cursed
tree!
Can you slight his love so true,
Holding out a crown for you?
Hasten, sinner, Christ is calling loud
for
thee.
Jesus comes in melting love,
Drawing you to joys above,
Gently knocking for admittance in thy
soul;
Harken to his voice within,
Warning thee to flee from sin,
To the kingdom of the Savior's sweet
control.
Heaven wills to thee a crown,
Hell is moved to cast thee down,
And this moment may decide thy
endless state;
Father, Son, and Spirit call,
Reason, conscience, thunder all,
Sinner, wake and turn to God before too
late.
Come and be saved, come and be saved,
Take the cross and you shall wear a
starry crown;
Come and be saved, come and be saved,
Take the cross and you shall wear a
starry crown.
The last verse says, "And this
moment may decide thy endless
state." If this were your last day,
would you hesitate in giving your
heart to God? This could be your
last opportunity. You should not
take a chance when it comes to the
welfare of your soul. I urge you not
to wait. Won't you come to Jesus
while you can?
(Cassette C-4931E)

2 Corinthians 10:3 For though we
walk in the flesh, we do not war after
the flesh:
4 (For the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty through God

to the pulling down of strong holds;)
5 Casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to

the obedience of Christ;
6 And having in a readiness to
revenge all disobedience, when your
obedience is fulfilled.

Brother Richard Talbot
Are You Battling Against
Wrong Thoughts?
In the day and age in which we
are living, the battleground is in the
mind. We are fighting a tremendous
battle in the mind. I have always
been taught from my youth up that
if you win the battle in your mind,
you will not have spiritual heart
trouble. If you conquer the enemy in
your mind, he cannot get into your
heart. However, if you fail to conquer the enemy in your mind, ultimately he will be able to control
your heart. You have to realize that
you are in a battle. As a Christian,
you do not walk after the flesh, so
this causes a battle.
The Apostle Paul let us know

this is a real warfare. It is not a
figment of our imagination. Even
established saints are fighting a real
mental battle today. The ministry is
battling things in the mind as well.
The devil will try to bring impositions and wrong thoughts. This is a
real conflict, but just because you
are battling some things does not
mean that you have to succumb to
them. An old adage says, "You can't
stop the birds from flying over your
head, but you can keep them from
making a nest in your hair." You
cannot keep thoughts from entering
your mind, but you do not have to
dwell on them.
Every individual has had and
will have problems with wrong
thoughts periodically throughout
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life; that is the devil's business. He
knows how to do it, and he is well
skilled at doing it. He began first
with Adam and Eve. He got a wrong
thought started with Eve, and he has
continued to do the same thing with
individuals today.
If you follow the history of the
children of Israel, the kings, and the
mighty men, you will find many
who crumbled under the persuasion
of wrong thoughts. King Solomon
failed God because of the thoughts
that he allowed to remain in his
mind. Saint, you cannot afford to
play around with certain thoughts
in your mind. You cannot afford to
take the convincing power of wrong
thoughts lightly or carelessly. It is a
real battle, and you are going to
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have to work to overcome them.
One thing you need to realize is
that you must learn how to put troubling thoughts to rest. The church is
likened to soldiers in a warfare, and
we have weapons, according to
verse 4 of our Scripture lesson,
which states, "For the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, [In other
words, our weapons are not fleshly.
We cannot physically beat these
things into control, but our power is
mighty through God. Friend, you do
not have to be a spiritual weakling.
God did not make you to be a
punching bag for Satan.] but mighty
through God to the pulling down of
strong holds."
Walking in Synchronized
Harmony With God
You do not want to make living
for God any harder than it really is.
Living for God should not be a
struggle. Living for God should not
cause you to labor to the point of
physical exhaustion. Living for God
ought to bring joy, happiness, and
pleasure; but you need to get synchronized with God. As you walk
and talk with Him, your soul and
your mind and your steps must be
in unity and harmony with the steps
of God.
When you learn to drive a
vehicle with a standard transmission, you have to synchronize your
actions. I insisted that my children
learn to drive a vehicle with a standard transmission before they got
their licenses. I told them, "You may
not always drive a car with an automatic transmission. You have to
learn to push in the clutch, shift into
gear, and let the clutch out and push
on the acceleration pedal at the
same time." My children got frustrated and aggravated and said,
"Why do I have to learn this,
Daddy? You have an automatic
sitting right over there, and all I
have to do is pull the lever down
into drive and take off."
"Yes, but you might have to
drive one of these sometime."
After they got accustomed to
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driving it, they did not even have to
think about it. They pushed in the
clutch, shifted into gear, pushed
down the acceleration pedal as they
let up on the clutch pedal, and off
they went, smoothly. With practice
they did not even realize that they
were doing it. When they came to a
stop, they pushed down on the
clutch with one foot, and pushed on
the brake pedal with the other foot,
and slid it into low gear; then away
they went again, while they were
talking and not paying much attention to it. What happened? They got
in a synchronized motion with it,
and the frustration was gone.
When you get adjusted to living
for God, that ought to be just as
smooth and relaxed, going right
through life with no hardness and
no difficulty. Certainly there are
times when you are going to have to
really get down to business with
things, but I am talking about the
general standard of living. It ought
to be a perfectly synchronized life to
function with God. Amos said in
Amos 3:3, "Can two walk together,
except they be agreed?" You cannot
walk with God unless you are in
full, synchronized agreement with
Him. If you get out of agreement,
those "gears" are going to clash and
grind, so to speak.
Finding God
Jesus said in Matthew 11:30,
"For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light." Jesus was speaking
the absolute Truth. His yoke is easy,
and His burden is light. He did not
say: "My burden is going to be difficult. It is going to be awfully hard
for you, and you are really going to
struggle." However, that is the way
some people seem to live. I want to
encourage you and help you to
realize that you do not have to
wrestle with living for God. You can
have a beautiful, wonderful, vibrant
experience with God.
Paul let us know there is
simplicity in serving Christ; it is
not complicated or difficult. Do
not make it hard or try to complicate
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things. Living for God is simple.
It is false religion that adds
complications. In the darkness of
some religions, things are very
complicated.
I attended a Roman Catholic
wedding one time. While sitting
there, I saw these big, rough-looking
men in black business suits come in.
They bowed down to a cement
statue of Mary, kissed it, and
crossed themselves; then they
walked to their seats and sat down.
This was all in an effort to try to
please God, but it was just an empty
ceremony.
People in false religion are
always trying to find God, but in
salvation God came to find men. He
found me one day. I did not have to
go on a far-flung search to find Him.
He found me, and in essence, He
said, "Come and follow Me." He is
the One who lifted me up out of the
pit of sin that I was in. "Religion"
cannot do that, and ceremonies
cannot do that. God came to reach
man. God gave to man His only
begotten Son so that whosoever
would believe in Him should have
everlasting life. You do not hear that
in Roman Catholicism or Hinduism
or any other "isms" of religion. God
came to man to bring salvation to a
common level so that common
people would know how to live
holy lives for God. In all of this,
Satan is much disturbed, and he has
found there is only one way that he
can attack, and that is through the
avenue of the mind. This is where
the battle is.
The Apostle Paul said you
should not give place to the devil,
yet people give place to him in their
minds. As thoughts come, instead of
rebuking those thoughts, people
dwell on them. Sometimes a wrong
thought will enter your mind, and it
may stay there for a while because
you do not really grasp the reality
that the thought is there. You may
think about it now and then, but all
of a sudden, something clicks and
you think, "Hey! I shouldn't be
thinking about this. I need to stop!"
At that point, you will either fail or

succeed. You have not sinned up
until that point, but what you do
with that knowledge then will make
the difference. God brought it to
your attention through His still,
small voice, saying: "This is not
godly thinking, and you should not
dwell on it." What you do next will
cause you to succeed or to fail.
Uncontrolled Thoughts
Letting uncontrolled thoughts
run wild in your mind is dangerous
because uncontrolled thoughts will
lead you to wrong attitudes, wrong
spirits, and wrong behavior. Uncontrolled thoughts will destroy your
happiness with God. They will sap
your spiritual strength and drain
you, and the Christian life that you
are supposed to enjoy will become
tragic. Too many good people do not
really enjoy living for God. You may
say, "Oh, I'm happy living for God!
I love living for the Lord." However,
you have to realize that to serve
God, you have to learn how to combat and control the thoughts that
come into your mind. You need to
keep yourself above the pull of Satan.
Thoughts develop from many
different sources, and the trouble
that lots of people experience is selfinflicted. Sometimes your mental
battle is brought on due to what you
have allowed yourself to voluntarily
look at. There are lots of things that
you cannot avoid seeing. That is the
reason saints of God have no business on a public beach in the
summertime, not even if they are
fully clothed. Doing so just opens a
person up for trouble. Where you
need to go, God will keep you.
Where you go voluntarily, you are
on your own.
I have gone to a beach in the fall
of the year, when no one was sunbathing. I love to go and see the
ocean, but I will not go there in June,
July, or August because I know
there are sights that the child of God
has no business seeing. Sometimes
the problem is those with whom you
associate. First Corinthians 15:33

says that "evil communications corrupt good manners." You need to
guard yourself.
You are not spiritually immune
to the evils in the world. You are
still very much human, and the
devil knows that if he can find a
weakness or a little opening in your
mind that he can peck at, He can
make an inroad and plant some
seeds. The devil does not care how
long it takes to bring you down. He
knows that if he can bring certain
things together at a certain time,
even if it takes years, he will plot to
destroy you. That is his job, and he
is good at it. All you have to do is
allow your mind to dwell on ungodly thoughts, and eventually you
will be gone. When people fall, it all
begins with a thought. You may
think, "I can handle it." Do not deceive yourself. Jeremiah said in Jeremiah 10:23, "It is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps."
There are some things that you
really cannot blame on the devil if
you invite them openly. Some people allow the devil to tempt them by
putting themselves in circumstances
in which they should not be involved. Some thoughts that come to
you are merely imaginations or
assumptions. Have you ever assumed that something was taking
place, and it upset you and bothered
you, and your heart began to beat
faster? After you got agitated, you
found that it was not even true?
Wars have begun over assumptions and imaginations. You may see
a couple of dear folks standing to
one side of the church talking and as
you walk up, they both turn around
and look at you. The devil will be
right there to say, "They were talking about you. You can tell by the
way they looked at you. You can see
it in their eyes." You may think,
"When I looked at him, he just
looked down at me and frowned. I
know they were talking about me."
Next, you build a case in your mind
and get upset over it.
Later, one of them may come
along and say, "I was talking to
someone before the service and saw
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you come up. We were talking
about this and that. When you came
up, we had just finished talking to
each other." Then you realize there
was nothing true about your imagination. Nine times out of ten, your
imaginations will be false. You need
to let brotherly love continue. Sometimes you have to endure hardness
as a good soldier.
Which Way Will You Choose?
Sometimes people let imaginary
or assumed thoughts influence them
to separate and divide, causing the
body of Christ to become hurt. One
must bring those thoughts under
control and get a backbone. As you
grow in the Lord, you should be
able to handle some things. You
have to learn to quit being a person
who is so easily hurt. You must
learn to handle things in a better
way. God does not want you to
struggle and struggle. He wants you
to be happy and free and to enjoy
your congregation, to enjoy the fellowship of the saints, and to enjoy
the church services. You should not
go to church grumpy and grouchy.
That is not how God's people ought
to act, but that is how the devil will
try to get you to act.
God is mighty, and He can pull
down strongholds. God chooses men
and women to be holy, happy, pure,
and saved. He does not want you to
be sinful, miserable, impure, and
lost. Each person has his or her own
choice to make. In the end you do
not want God to say to you, "Depart
from Me, you worker of iniquity."
You should not complain and grumble and get nasty about things. You
can live so that God can say to you,
"Enter into the joys of the Lord."
That is your choice.
Salvation has made millions of
people happy who otherwise would
not have been happy. Salvation has
never yet made one person miserable. God's abundant grace is offered
to all, and if you refuse to accept
God's grace and pardon, you have
no right to complain about the consequences. If you are unwilling to
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express a desire to be a Christian, if
you have no interest in being saved,
if nothing can induce you to forsake
your sin and come to the Savior,
then why should you complain
when you are left alone on the path
of your own choosing? Though it
may bring you sorrow and heartache and leave you hopeless in the
end, you need to remember that you
are taking the path that you have
chosen. Many a man has been
turned from salvation because of his
thoughts.
Do you remember reading about
the rich, young ruler who came running to Jesus and said, "Good Master, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?" The Scripture says that Jesus
turned and looked at him and loved
him. His heart went out to him. He
saw something really good in that
man. Matthew 19:21-22 reads: "Jesus
said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and
give to the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven: and come and
follow me. But when the young man
heard that saying, he went away
sorrowful: for he had great possessions." We have no record that he
ever returned to Jesus.

driveway to get the mail out of her
mailbox, and she said that the Spirit
of God spoke to her again. She
shook her fist toward Heaven and
said: "No, I can't! I won't give him
up!" She said that at that point, the
Spirit of God left her.
Later, at almost every meeting
she could attend, she was at the
altar weeping, crying, and praying
for God to talk to her one more time.
The story ended without her ever
finding a place to get back with
God. What started this? A thought
in her mind. The devil worked in
her mind and caused her to build
resistance against the Spirit of God.
This is a true story. We do not hear
much of that happening today. Perhaps we need to be thankful for that,
but it can happen.
If you do not accept Christ
mentally, there is no other way for
you to accept Him. You have to
accept Him in your mind first in
order to have Him in your heart.
You should not play around with
your thoughts. They can lock you
away from God forever. This is serious! Satan is always searching for an
opportunity to destroy your soul.

Are You Resisting
the Holy Spirit?
Some people have given up
Christ because of the thoughts in
their minds. Some thoughts develop
resistance in the heart to the wooing
of the Spirit of God. Many years ago,
I read the testimony of a lady in an
old country brush arbor meeting
who was standing under conviction.
She was engaged to be married to a
Roman Catholic man, but she had
been raised in the Truth. She was
not saved at that time, but the Spirit
of God was dealing with her in a
powerful way. People standing
around her heard her say: "No! No!
I can't give him up!"
The lady knew that if she got
saved, she would have to give up
her fiancé. She walked out of that
service unsaved. Within a few
weeks she was walking down her
14
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The Proverb writer said in
Proverbs 23:7, "For as he thinketh
in his heart, so is he." Those are
deep thoughts that nobody else
knows you are thinking. That is
what is so dangerous about not controlling your thoughts. Only you,
God, and Satan know what is going
on in your mind. You need to be
true to yourself. You need to realize
that in Christ there is power to cast
down imaginations and every high
thing that exalts itself against the
knowledge of God.
You must bring every thought
into captivity to the obedience of
Christ. When your obedience has
been fulfilled, then your life can
begin to put condemnation on others and cause others to find help for
their souls. When you are not in full
obedience to the Lord, you are unable to help any other person. You
need to bring your mind, every
thought, into obedience to Christ.
God wants to help you. Won't you
yield to His Spirit?
(C ompact D isc TR-546E)

The Dangerous
Doors

"Oh, Cousin Will, do tell us a
story! There's just time before the
school bell rings." Harry, Kate,
Bob, and little Peace crowded
about their older cousin until he
declared himself ready to do
anything they wished.
"Very well," said Cousin Will.
"I will tell you about some
dangerous doors I have seen."
"Oh, that's good!" exclaimed
Bob. "Were the doors all made of
iron and heavy bars? And if one
passed through them, did they
shut and keep them locked in
there forever?"
"No, the doors that I am talking about are pink or scarlet, and
when they open you can see a
row of little servants standing all
in white, and behind them is a
little lady dressed in crimson."
"What? That's splendid!" cried

Kate. "I should like to go in
myself."
"Ah! it is what comes out of
these doors that makes them so
dangerous. They need a strong
guard on each side, or else there is
great trouble."
"Why, what comes out?" said
little Peace, with wondering eyes.
"When the guards are away,"
said Cousin Will, "I have known
some things to come out sharper
than arrows, and they make terrible wounds. Quite lately I saw
two pretty little doors, and one
opened and the little lady began
to talk like this: 'What a stuck up
thing Lucy Waters is! And did
you see that horrid dress made
out of her sister's old one?'
'Oh, yes,' said the other little
crimson lady from the other door,
'and what a turned-up nose she

has!'
Then poor Lucy, who was
around the corner, ran home and
cried all evening."
"I know what you mean,"
cried Kate, coloring.
"Were you listening?"
"Oh, you mean our mouths
are the doors!" exclaimed Harry,
"and the crimson lady is Miss
Tongue; but who are the guards,
and where do they come from?"
"You may ask the Great King.
This is what you must say: 'Set a
watch, O Lord, before my mouth:
keep the door of my lips.' Then
He will send Patience to stand on
one side and Love on the other,
and no unkind word will dare
come out.
Selected

BEFORE YOU CRITICIZE
When you are disposed to criticize a friend,
Just remember, the beginning's not the end;
When within this urge you find,
These three questions bring to mind:
Is it TRUE? Is it NEEDFUL? Is it KIND?
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Jeremiah 51:6 Flee out of the midst
of Babylon, and deliver every man his
soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; for
this is the time of the LORD'S
vengeance; he will render unto her a
recompense.
7 Babylon hath been a golden cup
in the LORD'S hand, that made all the
earth drunken: the nations have drunk-

en of her wine; therefore the nations are
mad.
8 Babylon is suddenly fallen and
destroyed: howl for her; take balm for
her pain, if so be she may be healed.
9 We would have healed Babylon,
but she is not healed: forsake her, and let
us go every one into his own country:
for her judgment reacheth unto heaven,

and is lifted up even to the skies.
10 The LORD hath brought forth
our righteousness: come, and let us
declare in Zion the work of the LORD
our God.
Isaiah 53:1 Who hath believed our
report? and to whom is the arm of the
LORD revealed?

Brother C. H. Dickerson
"A Famine in the Land"
God's people are a separate
people. We are separated by the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. God said He
would be a God to us and that He
would receive us, or accept us. We
need to realize that we are in a
spiritual warfare in these last times.
As I was meditating on this
Scripture text, I recalled hearing a
report on the radio of people starving to death by the millions and our
government dropping food by
airplanes to combat that crisis. Some
people who were able to obtain food
were eating only one meal a day
and giving their other meal to the
less fortunate. How sad that little
children and adults were weak, sick,
helpless, and dying because of the
16

lack of food.
As I began to meditate on those
thoughts, my mind went to a picture
even sadder than that: because of
the lack of God's Truth being
preached, many people are starving
and dying spiritually. We are living
in a time when, as 1 Samuel 3:1
speaks of, "the Word of the LORD
was precious in those days." My
friend, we are living in a time when
the Word of God cannot be found
everywhere you go.
The church used to have a
yearbook, and nearly anywhere we
went in the country, we could open
it and find a church where we
could walk in and find the true Gospel. Sadly, that is not so anymore.
Today there are very few places
where you can go to hear someone
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stand and preach God's Eternal
Truth in a way that will convict
sinners and save souls and cause
people to live holy lives. Every Godcalled minister has one commission
that God calls him or her to do, and
that is to preach the Truth. That is
the only thing that the ministry was
called to preach.
The Prophet Amos declared
there would be a day when this
would not happen. In Amos 8:11 we
read, "Behold, the days come, saith
the Lord GOD, that I will send a
famine in the land, not a famine of
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of
hearing the words of the LORD." This
happened because people did not
want to hear the Word of God. God
looked down through time and saw
that not many people would want to

hear His Word in our day.
Today people want their own
standard so they can do as they
please, and God will let them do it.
He has sent a famine so that people
will not hear the Word of God. The
young men will die because of the
lack of it. They may not die
physically, but they will die spiritually because there is not enough of
the Word being preached to keep
them alive. I thank God that today
He still has a remnant that is not
afraid to preach His Eternal Truth.
True men of God are not afraid to
preach the Truth and live it. The
Gospel will still save souls as it always has and always will, as long as
we preach it and measure to it. It
still changes lives and makes people
new creatures. It will put them on
the highway of holiness and cause
them to praise God for what He has
done.
Having Ears Dull of Hearing
Acts 28:27 tells us, "For the heart
of this people is waxed gross, and
their ears are dull of hearing, and
their eyes have they closed. . . ." The
reason that people are in such a sad
condition is that they have closed
their hearts to the Truth. Many people want to go only so far with God.
They want only enough Truth to
give them a profession and to make
themselves feel better.
We read in Revelation 10:9,
"And I went unto the angel, and said
unto him, Give me the little book.
And he said unto me, Take it, and
eat it up; and it shall make thy belly
bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth
sweet as honey." When you measure
to God's Word, it is the sweetest
thing there is. However, when you
testify of it, it will cause bitterness in
your belly. Why? It will bring persecution because many people do not
want to hear it. They want to play
church. Nevertheless, God still has a
church, and thank God, those who
are new creatures in Christ are in
the church.
In Amos 6:1-6 the Prophet Amos
reveals why this condition came. He

let us know they were living in
luxury, and they were at ease in
Zion. The reason that the world is in
such a sad condition is that our
nation has never lived in more luxury than it is today. We are living in
a day when we have everything
under the sun available to us. Most
people have the money to go wherever they want to go and to buy
almost anything they want to buy;
therefore, they are at ease in Zion.
This is the reason we are seeing
conditions as they are.
The Gospel is the most valuable
thing that man could ever have.
Many people have earthly valuables. Some people even have vaults
in which they store some of their
valuables, but the Gospel is greater
than all the money and all the valuables that you can collect. All those
earthly valuables cannot save the
soul. We have a treasure in the Gospel. It will save you, change your
life, and make you a new creature. It
will give you new ideas, new
friends, and new desires.
Salvation is the greatest thing
there is, yet people are so careless
with it. Some young people are very
careless with their salvation. When
they want a boyfriend or a girlfriend, they lay aside the Gospel.
They think that when they get a
boyfriend or a girlfriend, they can
come back and pick up where they
left off, but often it does not happen
that way. Friend, you must sell out
to God completely or you are not
going to get anywhere with Him.
He will not let anyone serve Him
halfheartedly. You must give God
your whole heart if you are going to
please Him.
Will You Believe the Report?
Our Scripture text asks the
question, "Who hath believed our
report?" In other words, the Prophet
was asking, "Who has believed the
Word of God that has been taught?"
As old-fashioned men of God preach
an old-fashioned message, it will stir
the souls of men. Who will accept
that report? Well, it is very obvious
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who does. Those who accept the
challenge are those who handle it as
the greatest possession they have
ever had, and they guard it with
their lives because it is so precious.
If you believe the Gospel, then
you have been delivered from sin,
from people, from the devil, and
from every sinful habit of life. The
Gospel will change you through and
through. The devil has nothing to
offer that can compare with the
Gospel. It is so great that it causes
people to lay down what the devil
has and accept what God has. Why?
They no longer live in sin; they are
free. They are no longer bound by
sin, so they do not have to listen to
the devil anymore.
If you do not believe the Gospel
when it is preached (and many people do not), you will fight against a
man of God. Some people will even
stand up and contradict a man of
God. Why? They do that because
they do not believe the Gospel.
What will happen to them? Their
eyes will become blinded, spiritually speaking. You must either believe the Gospel and get your eyes
opened or disbelieve it, and then
God will close your eyes to Truth.
We read in John 12:38-40: "That
the saying of Esaias the prophet
might be fulfilled, which he spake,
Lord, who hath believed our report?
and to whom hath the arm of the
Lord been revealed? Therefore they
could not believe, because that
Esaias said again, He hath blinded
their eyes, and hardened their heart;
that they should not see with their
eyes, nor understand with their
heart, and be converted, and I
should heal them." My friend, if you
accept the Gospel, God will open
your eyes and you will see how
precious it is. On the other hand, if
you refuse to believe the Gospel,
you will harden your heart.
If you turn down God's Truth,
God will close your eyes to the
Truth so that you cannot see the
value of it. Many people do not see
the value of serving God. They do
not see what God has done for them
and what He can do for them. One
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of these days, you will need God in
the worst kind of way. You may face
a calamity or you may be on your
deathbed; then you will have to
cross the river of death. Unless you
have God by the hand, you will not
cross into the paradise that God has
prepared for His people.
The Power of the Gospel
You need to take salvation
seriously, because the only thing
that will make you a candidate for
Heaven is to know, to understand,
and to obey the Gospel of God. Paul
put great value on the Gospel. He
said in 1 Corinthians 15:1, "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you
the gospel which I preached unto
you, which also ye have received,
and wherein ye stand." Only the
pure Gospel (nothing watered
down) and only full obedience to the
Gospel will enable you to stand.
During the Dark Ages, the saints
would not recant because they had
a Gospel that gave them power to
stand. You might never get your
head cut off in martyrdom, but you
are going to face persecution, and
unless you have the Gospel, you are
going to recant. My friend, if you
have the Gospel, you can stand unafraid. As a child of God, you have
something greater in you than what
is in the world. You can put the
devil to flight if you will stand for
God, refuse to doubt, and refuse to
back down. The Gospel will cause
you to stand.
Verses 2-3 read: "By which also
ye are saved, if ye keep in memory
what I preached unto you, unless ye
have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which
I also received, how that Christ died
for our sins according to the scriptures." Christ paid the price for your
sins. You and I were not charged
with our sins. If we had been, there
would be no way under the sun that
we could pay for them.
Every one of us committed sin
because we did not have the grace of
God on the inside to enable us to do
what we ought to have done. As a
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result, we sinned. When you get
Christ on the inside, you have Truth,
you are righteous, and you have the
grace to meet every obstacle. Every
time the devil comes up against you,
you will have the grace to stand and
to be victorious. Jesus paid the price
for your sins and my sins so that we
could go free and serve Him. If you
turn God down, you will pay the
price in a lost eternity. Jesus took
tremendous suffering on the Cross
of Calvary for your sins and my sins.
This lets us know that it will cost us
to stand, but it will also save us.
We can meet all kinds of
religious people on the job or on the
street. As you talk to people, they
may find that you are a minister or
a child of God, and they want to talk
to you. It does not take long to find
out whether or not they are saints of
God. First Corinthians 1:18 tells us,
"For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but
unto us which are saved it is the
power of God."
The Apostle Paul said to those
who perish, to those who are not
saved, these things are foolishness;
but for those who are saved, it is the
power of God unto salvation. Praise
God! My friend, if you have God in
your heart, you will gladly give God
what is due Him, even in tithes and
offerings. Why? It is the power of
the Gospel. You should want to see
souls saved and people helped. It
will not be through rummage sales
or soup suppers, but through tithes
and offerings. The preaching of the
Gospel is for the salvation of souls.
The saints believe it and walk in the
light. When people think these
things are foolishness, it shows
where they stand.
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:21,
"For after that in the wisdom of God
the world by wisdom knew not God,
it pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe." The world can call the
preaching of the Gospel foolishness
if they want to, but to the child of
God, it is the most important thing
there is. When you are out in the
world, you may pick up some of the
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traits of this old world. God tells us
to go to the house of God so that He
can wash us with the water of the
Word. My friend, you need to get
rid of worldliness and worldly
traits. When you go out in the
world, you may see or hear things
that have an impact on your mind.
Therefore, you need to get to the
house of God to hear a good Gospel
message to set your thinking according to the principles of God's Word.
Dying Out to Self
You need to ask yourself, where
is the preaching of the Cross in our
day? Where is the crucifixion of the
flesh? You do not see much crucifying of the flesh today. When you go
out in the world, you see people
fussing and fighting in the homes.
Sometimes people carry on so much
that even the neighbors call the police. My friend, that should never
happen in the homes of those who
claim to be children of God. In order
to have harmony in a congregation,
homes must have harmony. Harmony starts in the home, and then
when the people get to the house of
God, they will have harmony with
one another.
The first thing the Gospel
preaching will do is cause you to
crucify the flesh. You must die out
to self. You must die out to your
own wants and desires, and you will
be resurrected to new life. The nominal religious world does not know
anything about that. Too often all
they know is that their names are
written in a church membership
book somewhere. However, the only
people who are going to make it to
Heaven are those who have their
names written in the Lamb's Book of
Life up in Heaven. These are individuals who have met God's conditions and have gotten saved, so God
wrote their names up there. Their
names will stay right there as long
as they obey all that God requires of
them.
You may hear what you think is
good preaching from some radio or
television evangelists, but when it

comes to sin, they say, "If you sin,
don't worry about it, because we all
sin." These evangelists are trying to
put salve on the wounds that sin
leaves on people instead of telling
them that their sin will send their
souls to hell. They try to soothe it
over and let sinners think they are
all right. A true man of God will
preach the Gospel and call sin exactly what it is. Sin is sin, and it is
not something to cover up or smooth
over.
A true man of God will preach
the Word and let people know that
they are either saints or sinners.
There is no middle ground. My
friend, the Word of God will reveal
whether you are a saint or a sinner.
When the Word is preached under
the anointing of the Spirit of God, it
will still show people their true
condition.
The grace of God appears to you
through the Gospel and shows you
if something is wrong in your life.
Some people go to ministers in false
religion for counseling, and instead
of the ministers telling them that
they are sinners who need to be
saved, they make soothing remarks
about their sins and tell them that
everyone sins. Those ministers are
as salt that has lost its savor, or saltiness. My friend, if you do not preach
the Gospel in the way that God
wants it to be preached, it will not
do any good whatsoever.
Uncovering Sin
When the man of God preaches
the Gospel, if you have a hungry
heart, your heart will cry out for
God's Eternal Truth, and you will
drink it in. You will find something
that can deliver you and give you
victory over this old world. When
the Holy Spirit pleads with your
soul, you should seek the Lord. Salvation will save you and turn your
life around, and then you can have
victory over sin. You do not have to
be oppressed anymore. Today there
are too many "Ichabods," because
the glory of God has departed from
them. God loved us so much that,

even before the foundation of the
world, He saw us and knew the
misery that we would end up in, so
He implemented the plan of salvation that would save everyone who
believes. It cost God His Son so that
we could partake of this great plan
of salvation.
As Christians, we set aside Sunday as the Lord's Day, yet on Sundays you can see people washing
their cars, mowing their lawns, or
shopping instead of attending worship services. These activities are
more important to them than God is.
Serving God ought to be the most
important thing there is! Sunday is
the day to go to the house of God
and to hear the Gospel preached. It
is the day to hear the good spiritual
singing and to feel the Spirit of God.
Today too many people do not want
to go to the house of God. If they
were in the house of God, the church
buildings would be full. God is the
greatest, and Sunday should be the
greatest holiday of all times. When I
was a child, the stores were closed
on Sunday.
At that particular time, God
blessed America. If somebody to
started to pick on old Uncle Sam, he
got his army together and went out
and put them back in their place.
Since World War II, America has
gotten further and further away
from God. God means absolutely
nothing to many people. Sunday
school means absolutely nothing to
many people. Sad to say, many children are sent to Sunday school so
Dad and Mom can sleep in. Sunday
school is their babysitter on Sunday
mornings, and the television is their
babysitter throughout the week.
Consequently, America is reaping
the results. If more people would go
to the house of God, it would not be
long until we would see things
change. If people would get saved,
lots of things would change.
Today many pastors are leaning
away from preaching that uncovers
sin. They say they do not want to
make people feel badly or hurt their
feelings. They look around to see
who is in the congregation, and then
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if they know their sermon will cause
certain individuals to feel guilty,
they stay away from that subject. A
true man of God will take his liberty
to preach the Gospel. Salvation is
the only way to Heaven, but unless
you have the Spirit of God dwelling
in you, you are not going to go to
Heaven. You must measure to the
Word and do what the Word tells
you to do.
Paul said in Romans 7:12-13:
"Wherefore the law is holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and
good. Was then that which is good
made death unto me? God forbid.
But sin, that it might appear sin,
working death in me by that which
is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful." Brother, is this what your
preaching is today? The preaching is
not to pick on anybody or to make
anybody feel badly, but it is to make
sin appear as it really is. My friend,
sin is not a mistake or something
that you have overlooked. Paul said
you need to preach so that sin will
appear exceedingly sinful.
The law was a set of rules for an
appointed people. We read in Leviticus 27:34, "These are the commandments, which the LORD commanded
Moses for the children of Israel in
mount Sinai." Leviticus 18:5 tells us,
"Ye shall therefore keep my statutes,
and my judgments: which if a man
do, he shall live in them: I am the
LORD."
Something Greater Than the Law
Paul said in Colossians 2:14,
"Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us,
which was contrary to us, and took
it out of the way, nailing it to his
cross." What ordinance was contrary
to us? Of the Ten Commandments,
what was contrary to us that He
nailed to the Cross? All of them
were. No one could keep the Ten
Commandments. Blood had to be
shed. When Jesus came on the scene,
He nailed all of them to the Cross
because man could not keep them.
Jesus condensed those com19

mandments into two. The first
commandment is to love the Lord
your God with all your heart, soul,
mind, and strength. You cannot love
God with all your heart and put
Him ahead of yourself without the
grace of God, and that comes by
Jesus Christ. The second one is to
love your neighbor as yourself. You
cannot do that without the grace of
God either. When you come to God,
Christ is the end of the law. Romans
10:4 tells us, "For Christ is the end of
the law for righteousness to every
one that believeth."
Going back to Colossians 2:14,
we read, "Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary to us, and
took it [the Law] out of the way,
nailing it to his cross." Christ did not
do away with the Law, because it is
a foundation for us to stand on to
reach greater heights. God wants us
to have the ability to do what He
tells us to do. People could not do it
under the Law.
When God told the people to
have no other gods before them,
they had no power to keep the flesh
down. You cannot keep this flesh
down without the grace of God. The
flesh will rise up every time. The
only way you can put it down is
through the power and the grace of
God, and that grace did not come
until Jesus Christ came. He did
away with that portion of the Law
because He wants you to put Him
first in everything—in your meditation, in your money, in your coming
and going, and in all things. You
must put God first in your life, and
He gives you the power to do that.
My friend, Christ gave us
something greater than the Law. He
gave us two commandments, and
He gave us the power to fulfill these
two commandments. You can love
God with all your heart. Also, you
can love your enemy. People could
not love their enemies under the
Law. Israel of old set out to kill their
enemies, but under the grace of God
you can pray for your enemies.
Through prayer God can keep the
bitterness out of your heart. People
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could not do that under the Law.
The preaching of the Word and
the implementation of it is good
news. When I was in school, it was a
hard life. The reason was that we
lived on a dairy farm. At 4:30 in the
morning we had to get up and milk
the cows, and then I had to walk to
the high school. After school, I
walked home, and then I put on my
work clothes again. Many nights I
was so tired that I would go straight
to bed and not even eat any supper.
Now, I said that for this reason:
when I got out of school, I was
mighty happy. The good news was
that I did not have to do all of that
anymore. Likewise, it is good news
to get past the Law that had no
power to help us to get to Christ,
because He gave us power to overcome the world and sin.
"Good News From a Far Country"
Paul said in Galatians 3:24-25:
"Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that
we might be justified by faith. But
after that faith is come, we are no
longer under a schoolmaster." The
responsibility of a first grade teacher
is to educate the children so that
they can learn enough to go into the
second grade. Once they get to the
second grade, the first grade teacher
is out of the picture. Then the
student is concerned about the
teachings of the second grade, and
so on, right through high school.
Similarly, the Law was merely a
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ so
that we might be justified by faith.
After faith comes, we are no longer
under the schoolmaster, or the Law.
Proverbs 25:25 uses this comparison:
"As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so
is good news from a far country."
When I was in the military
service, I had a buddy who was
nicknamed Red, and he did not
smoke. Sometimes people said to
him, "Red, give me a cigarette." He
always replied, "I don't use them."
Often I wished that I could have
said that, but I was bound by
cigarettes and lots of other things.
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • D e ce m b e r 2 0 1 1

One day when I heard about
Jesus and heard how He can break
every fetter of sin and set me free, I
bowed at an altar of prayer and God
saved my soul. He broke the cigarette habit and all the other sinful
habits that had me bound. I have not
had a cigarette in my hand or a
drink of alcohol since that time.
God does these things for us, and it
is such good news that the mind can
hardly comprehend it.
Friend, the Gospel is good news
from a far country! There is nothing
like salvation. God can do the same
for you. He can change your life
around, and you will no longer
curse and take the Lord's name in
vain. Instead you will praise God for
what He has done. You may think
that you are having fun living in sin,
but you are spiritually blind. In
reality, you are in a bad condition. I
would like to introduce you to Jesus
Christ. He can pick you up, turn
your life around, and put joy and
peace in your heart. He can give you
victory over the habits of life. In a
song entitled "He Lifted Me," one
songwriter wrote these words:
In lovingkindness Jesus came
My soul in mercy to reclaim,
And from the depths of sin and shame
Through grace He lifted me.
He called me long before I heard,
Before my sinful heart was stirred,
But when I took Him at His word
Forgiven, He lifted me.
His brow was pierced with many
a thorn,
His hands by cruel nails were torn,
When from my guilt and grief, forlorn,
In love He lifted me.
Now on a higher plain I dwell,
And with my soul I know 'tis well;
Yet how or why I cannot tell
He should have lifted me.
From sinking sand He lifted me,
With tender hands He lifted me
From shades of night, to plains of light,
O praise His Name, He lifted me!

"All That Believe Are Justified"
In Acts 13:39 we read, "And by
him all that believe are justified
from all things, from which ye could
not be justified by the law of Moses."
Paul wrote in Colossians 2:13, "And
you, being dead in your sins and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath
he quickened together with him,
having forgiven you all trespasses."
God will forgive every sin no matter
what you have done and no matter
how deep in sin you have gone.
First Peter 3:18 tells us, "For
Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that he
might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh, but quickened by
the Spirit." Paul summarized it in
this manner in 2 Corinthians 5:19
when he wrote, "To wit, that God
was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation." When the Gospel is preached
from the pulpit and lived by individuals, it is a blessed reality from
man to man. Paul said in Romans
1:16, "For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek."
If pastors are God called and do
their part, the Gospel will fall on the
ears of honest individuals, and they
will recover from the snares of the
devil. The devil has set traps for the

sinner to take him deeper and deeper into sin, but he also has set traps
for every child of God. Many people
have gotten snagged in these traps,
and they are bound, just as an animal is in a literal trap.
If you will let God rule your life,
He will guide you around the devil's
traps. My friend, without Christ you
will get caught in the devil's traps,
and you are going to be miserable. I
have good news for you. If you are
caught in that trap, Jesus Christ can
set you free. I became acquainted
with Him one day, and He did it for
me. He can set you free from sin and
the habits of life. He can set you free
from the circumstance that has you
perplexed about what to do. When
you do not know where to turn,
Christ is your answer. There is no
problem that He cannot solve. He is
able, and He wants to help you. My
friend, He can set you free today.
If you are in the bondage of sin,
the devil is pulling the noose tighter
and tighter. Have you contemplated
taking your life? Has the devil convinced you to go on drugs or to
drink to get rid of your problems?
Drugs and alcohol may numb the
effects for a while, but you are going
to be called out of this life one of
these days to meet God, and you
will have to give an account for
what you have done. Christ died for
you on the Cross of Calvary. He
died to set you free so that you do
not have to stay in sin. If you have
tried to live for God in the past but

failed, you need to turn it over to
God. He will take you through.
No matter what your problem
is, God has victory for you. If you
are contemplating suicide, do not do
it! God wants to save you and set
you free. He wants to turn your life
around and make you a new creature. My friend, you can talk to God
and pour your heart out to Him,
confess your sins to Him, and acknowledge that you are a sinner. He
will be faithful and just to forgive
you and to cleanse you from all
unrighteousness. You can kneel at
an altar of prayer as a sinner and
arise as a saint. That is what the God
we serve can do!
Is God talking to your heart? If
you are depressed and pressed
down to the degree that you do not
know which way to turn, the only
way to turn is to God. If you will
turn to God wholeheartedly, God
will change your life and make you
a new creature. You will feel better
than you have ever felt in your life.
Today is the day of salvation. The
only time that you can get saved is
when God is talking to you. You
cannot get saved on your terms or
when you want to get saved. If you
will obey God, He will save your
soul regardless of how deep in sin
you are and regardless of how many
times you have tried it. He will save
your soul if you will meet His
conditions.
(Cassette C-3927M )

Got any rivers you think are uncrossable?
Got any mountains you can't tunnel through?
God specializes in things thought impossible.
And He can do what no other can do.
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Acts 12:1 Now about that time
Herod the king stretched forth his hands
to vex certain of the church.
2 And he killed James the brother of
John with the sword.
3 And because he saw it pleased the
Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter
also. (Then were the days of unleavened
bread.)
4 And when he had apprehended
him, he put him in prison, and delivered
him to four quaternions of soldiers to
keep him; intending after Easter to
bring him forth to the people.
5 Peter therefore was kept in prison:
but prayer was made without ceasing of
the church unto God for him.
6 And when Herod would have
brought him forth, the same night Peter
was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with two chains: and the keepers
before the door kept the prison.
7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord
came upon him, and a light shined in
the prison: and he smote Peter on the
side, and raised him up, saying, Arise

up quickly. And his chains fell off from
his hands.
8 And the angel said unto him,
Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals.
And so he did. And he saith unto him,
Cast thy garment about thee, and follow
me.
9 And he went out, and followed
him; and wist not that it was true which
was done by the angel; but thought he
saw a vision.
10 When they were past the first
and the second ward, they came unto
the iron gate that leadeth unto the city;
which opened to them of his own accord:
and they went out, and passed on
through one street; and forthwith the
angel departed from him.
11 And when Peter was come to
himself, he said, Now I know of a
surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the
hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.
12 And when he had considered the
thing, he came to the house of Mary the

mother of John, whose surname was
Mark; where many were gathered
together praying.
13 And as Peter knocked at the door
of the gate, a damsel came to hearken,
named Rhoda.
14 And when she knew Peter’s
voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter
stood before the gate.
15 And they said unto her, Thou
art mad. But she constantly affirmed
that it was even so. Then said they, It is
his angel.
16 But Peter continued knocking:
and when they had opened the door, and
saw him, they were astonished.
17 But he, beckoning unto them
with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had
brought him out of the prison. And he
said, Go show these things unto James,
and to the brethren. And he departed,
and went into another place.

Brother Calvin Foster
A Miraculous Answer to Prayer
I would like you to consider the
servant girl named Rhoda. Here we
have a picture of Peter when he was
arrested and put into prison. Verse 4
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of our Scripture text says, "And
when he had apprehended him, he
put him in prison, and delivered
him to four quaternions of soldiers
to keep him; intending after Easter
to bring him forth to the people."
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This reference to Easter is talking
about the Passover feast. Four quaternions of soldiers were four
groups of four soldiers in each
group; therefore, Peter was guarded
by sixteen soldiers, so he was well

guarded. Verse 5 says, "Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer
was made without ceasing of the
church unto God for him." It is a
blessing to know that whatever you
are going through in life, you can
feel the prayers of the saints and the
mercy of God.
Verse 7 says, "And, behold, the
angel of the Lord came upon him,
and a light shined in the prison: and
he smote Peter on the side, and
raised him up, saying, Arise up
quickly. And his chains fell off from
his hands." Some people do not
believe the miracles of the Bible, but
I believe that it happened exactly as
it says.
Peter had chains on him, and the
chains fell off. Verse 8 says, "And
the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And
so he did. And he saith unto him,
Cast thy garment about thee, and
follow me." If an angel were to come
and tell you to do those things, you
had better do them. Today Jesus is
saying to you, "Follow Me." The
ministers of the Gospel say, "Follow
me as I follow Christ."
Verses 9-10 say: "And he went
out, and followed him; and wist not
that it was true which was done by
the angel; but thought he saw a
vision. When they were past the first
and the second ward, they came
unto the iron gate that leadeth unto
the city; which opened to them of
his own accord: and they went out,
and passed on through one street;
and forthwith the angel departed
from him." When they got to the
gate, the gate just opened of its own
accord.
I had an experience one time
when the Lord really came to my
rescue. I was on my way to work,
driving my old truck and got onto
some ice. The ice caused me to lose
control of my truck, and I was in
trouble. I cried, "Lord, help me out!"
I was heading right toward a man's
car, so I braced myself for an accident. I was getting closer and closer,
when all of a sudden, the man's car
moved out of the way. Praise God!
God is good!

Verse 12 reads, "And when he
had considered the thing, he came to
the house of Mary the mother of
John, whose surname was Mark;
where many were gathered together
praying." Saint, we are not wasting
time when we pray together. Many
saints were gathered together to
pray for Peter. We need lots of prayer. We need prayer warriors and
soul winners in this day and time in
which we live. Some people do not
realize it because their eyes are
blinded. The devil has them in darkness. Every day men and women are
dying and going to hell. It is a sad
time in which we live. You can talk
to individuals and tell them about
the goodness of God and plead with
them to serve the Lord, but many of
them are stubborn hearted and sinful. They are dying and going to
hell. You may disbelieve the Gospel,
but God's Word is still true.
Do You Know the Lord's Voice?
Verses 13-14 state: "And as Peter
knocked at the door of the gate, a
damsel came to hearken, named
Rhoda. And when she knew Peter's
voice, she opened not the gate for
gladness, but ran in, and told how
Peter stood before the gate." That
would really be something to walk
up to somebody's door and knock,
only to have the door slammed in
your face and to hear the person run
away. Rhoda heard Peter's voice.
She was filled with joy, because they
had been praying for Peter. She ran
and told everyone, "Peter is at the
gate!" No doubt, she had heard Peter preach and pray, so she knew it
was Peter.
Once when I was at the dentist's
office sitting in the chair, while they
were working on me, I could hear
another man talking next to me. He
was talking loud and telling how he
broke his tooth at a local restaurant.
I knew that voice, but I could not
put a face to the voice. I sat there
trying to figure out who that man
was. When they finished with me, I
asked the dental assistant, "What is
that man's name over there?" She
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told me his name, but I still could
not put a face on the name. After she
told me his name, I went over to
where he was and spoke his name.
When he turned around and looked
at me, then I knew exactly who he
was. He had worked with me on the
dock previously. Do you know the
voice of God when He speaks to
you? Some people come up with lots
of ideas that they say God spoke to
them, but God never speaks
contrary to His Word.
Hebrews 1:1-2 reads: "God, who
at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, Hath in
these last days spoken unto us by
his Son." If God speaks to you in any
way, you will be able to back it up
with His Word. Also, you need to be
careful of whom you are following.
When someone tells you something
that God spoke to them, you need to
make sure they are standing on the
Word of God.
Peter was at the door. Had I
been there, I would have said:
"Open the door, Rhoda. This is Peter
at the gate." Their answer to prayer
was there. Although Rhoda was
confident that was Peter's voice, she
ran in and told the others that Peter
was standing at the gate. In essence,
they said to her, "Rhoda, you are
crazy." The saints were in there
praying for Peter, and when God
answered their prayer, they thought
Rhoda was crazy. Today we are
praying for God to save souls,
praying for God to add to the
church. When God answers your
prayers, sometimes you may not
know how to treat people, how to
act, or even how to love people. You
should never tell the preacher how
to preach, when to preach, and what
to preach. If you were to do that,
you would be out of order.
Verse 15 reads, "And they said
unto her, Thou art mad. But she
constantly affirmed that it was even
so. Then said they, It is his angel."
They were not going to change
Rhoda. She said Peter was at the
gate. They told her it was his angel.
When God shows you something,
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you will be sure. One song says, "I'm
saved, and I know that I am." Do
you know whether you are saved?
You may go home and your unsaved husband or your unsaved
wife may tell you that you are not
saved. The people at work may tell
you that you are not saved, but are
you like Rhoda? She said, "Peter is
at the gate." You may tell people,
"I'm saved, and I know that I am." If
you do not know whether you are
saved, I have news for you, you are
not saved. No one has ever gotten
saved who did not know he was
saved. This is one thing that you can
know for sure. I once was blind, but
now I can see. I was lost, but now I
am found. I am saved, and I know
that I am. I do not live the way that
I used to live. I do not talk the way
that I used to talk, and I do not dress
the way that I used to dress. You
should not play around with God.
You need to get saved.
God Hears the Prayers
of the Righteous
Peter was still out there
knocking and saying, "Open the
door, Rhoda." When the saints saw
him, they were astonished! Thank
God, He answered prayer. We must
pray all the time. God hears the
prayers of the righteous. His ears
are open to their cry. When you are
praying for someone and God heals
them or they get saved, you say,
"Thank You, Lord, for answering
prayer." When you do not have a job
and God gets you one, you say,
"Thank You, Lord, for getting me a
job."
Some people may think we are
serving a God who is dead, but God
is still alive. We need some more
Elijahs around today. When the
prophets of Baal were praying to
their gods, they were not getting
any response. In essence, Elijah said:
"Where is your god? Maybe he is
sleeping." Our God is not asleep!
Our God never sleeps, because He
does not need any sleep. In the midnight hours or in the early morning
hours, we can call upon Him. When
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they saw Peter, they were so astonished. Peter had to tell them to hold
their peace. They started rejoicing.
They were so happy to see Peter. In
verse 17 of our Scripture text we
read that Peter "declared unto them
how the Lord had brought him out
of the prison. And he said, Go show
these things unto James, and to the
brethren. And he departed, and
went into another place." Then
verses 18-19 continue: "Now as soon
as it was day, there was no small stir
among the soldiers, what was become of Peter. And when Herod had
sought for him, and found him not,
he examined the keepers, and commanded that they should be put to
death. And he went down from
Judaea to Caesarea, and there
abode."
Verses 21-22 read: "And upon a
set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made
an oration unto them. And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the
voice of a god, and not of a man."
We are living in a false prophet age.
We are living in a very dangerous
time, spiritually speaking. There are
preachers and people in the religious world who allow people to
bow down before them and kiss
their feet and kiss their rings. They
try to control the people's lives.
They will tell people that they have
special powers. Friend, you need to
be careful in this wicked time. You
will never find a true man of God
who will allow you to worship him.
A true man of God will always point
you to the Lord Jesus Christ. They
said, "It is the voice of a god, and not
of a man." God did not like that.
We read in verses 23-25: "And
immediately the angel of the Lord
smote him, because he gave not God
the glory: and he was eaten of
worms, and gave up the ghost. But
the word of God grew and multiplied. And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they
had fulfilled their ministry, and took
with them John, whose surname
was Mark."
The prayers and the wishes of
the saints came true as they were
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praying for Peter. Someone might
have thought she had a message
sent from Peter, but it was Peter
who was knocking at the gate. The
Lord answers prayer. We can see
how the Lord fulfills Scriptures.
Believe God
In the Book of Luke, the words
of our Lord Jesus were fulfilled. He
told His disciples that He would
raise up from the dead. Luke 24:3441 states: "Saying, The Lord is risen
indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And they told what things
were done in the way, and how he
was known of them in breaking of
bread. And as they thus spake, Jesus
himself stood in the midst of them,
and saith unto them, Peace be unto
you. But they were terrified and
affrighted, and supposed that they
had seen a spirit.
"And he said unto them, Why
are ye troubled? and why do
thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is
I myself: [In these verses we see that
the Lord had kept His word. He had
risen from the dead, and He appeared in a room where they were.
God's Word is true; His Word is
right. I believe what the Bible says.]
handle me, and see; for a spirit hath
not flesh and bones, as ye see me
have. And when he had thus spoken, he showed them his hands and
his feet. And while they yet believed
not for joy, and wondered, he said
unto them, Have ye here any meat?"
We are living in a time when
unbelief is strong in the hearts of
men. People read the Bible and talk
of the Bible all the time, but they
need to believe God. The Bible
speaks of Abraham, saying that he
believed God and did not even
know where God was leading him,
yet Abraham believed God.
Jesus had to prove Himself. He
said, "Have ye here any meat?" He
asked for meat, and they gave him a
piece of fish. Verses 42-43 read:
"And they gave him a piece of a
broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.
And he took it, and did eat before

them." Saint, you must believe in the
Lord and trust in the Lord with all
your heart. I like this girl named
Rhoda. I like the confidence that she
had in that she knew it was Peter's
voice.
I remember one time when a
man called a sister and said vile
things to her over the phone. He
tried to disguise his voice, but she
knew who it was. You should not
give in to temptation or lust. The
devil does not care that you are a
lady or a girl. Do not think, "I am a
girl, so the devil will not bother me."
The devil wants to destroy your life.
Think of a white handkerchief. The
devil wants to take your young life
and crush it and make it black with
the stains of sin. Young person, the
world will crush you and spit you
out. Young lady, there are men who
would like to slap you around, spit
in your face, and steal your virginity
and your money. Young man, there
are women out there who will use
you and make you think that they
love you. You need to obey your
parents.
You should not think that since
you grew up around the church, you
can go out into the world and the
devil will not bother you. Remember, the devil wants to destroy you.
If you are at the age of accountability and you know right from wrong,
you are not too young to die and go
to hell. God is pleading with you
and seeking to save your soul. He
wants to help you to grow up to be
somebody and to have a family. God
is watching, and the old devil is
looking too. Everything that feels
good is not good for you.
One thing we know about
Rhoda is that she was at the prayer
meeting with the saints. The devil
would love to stop prayer meetings.
He wants you to do anything but
attend a prayer meeting. Do not put
your faith in any man. You need to
worship God and keep your eyes on
Him. Whatever you do in the house
of God, you should do it for God.
You should not do things just for a
pat on the back from people, but
you ought to do things for the glory

of God. Hebrews 6:10 says, "For God
is not unrighteous to forget your
work and labour of love, which ye
have showed toward his name, in
that ye have ministered to the saints,
and do minister." God will not forget. Colossians 3:17 tells us that
whatsoever you do, you should do it
to the glory of God. I want to encourage you. Open the door. The
answer to prayer is there.
The Importance of Prayer
As you read through the
genealogy in the Book of 1 Chronicles, all of a sudden a man named
Jabez jumps out at you. I love the
prayer of Jabez. First Chronicles
4:9-10 says: "And Jabez was more
honourable than his brethren: and
his mother called his name Jabez,
saying, Because I bare him with
sorrow. And Jabez called on the God
of Israel, saying, Oh that thou
wouldest bless me indeed, and
enlarge my coast, and that thine
hand might be with me, and that
thou wouldest keep me from evil,
that it may not grieve me! And God
granted him that which he
requested."
Jabez knew how to pray. In
essence, his first request was "Bless
me indeed, Lord. Bless me in what I
do." His second request was "Lord,
enlarge my coast; let me get involved and go here and there. Open
doors for me and help me to be a
blessing to my fellow man."
Paul said we are workers
together with God. I want to be
working with God. We can go out
when God is with us. Lift up your
head. You know how to live. God is
with you. If God be for us, who can
be against us? The Church of God is
marching on! I love the Church of
God. I love how Jesus set her up. We
can have a good time without a big
crowd, because Jesus said in Matthew 18:20, "For where two or three
are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them."
You can still have a good time in the
Lord.
The last part of Jabez's prayer
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • D e ce m b e r 2 0 1 1

was, "Keep me from evil, that it may
not grieve me." If you do not know
the Lord, evil is going to get you.
Wrong is going to do you wrong. If
you keep doing what you are doing,
evil is going to grieve you. You
cannot do wrong and get by. Nobody can. I am sad when I hear of
someone leaving God, because there
is no telling what that person will
turn out to be. If you leave God, evil
is going to grieve you. Jabez said,
"Lord, keep me from evil that it may
not grieve me."
When Israel got into trouble,
God cried out to them. Second
Chronicles 7:14 says, "If my people,
which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and will heal their land."
We serve a God who is not
willing that any should perish. God
does not want anyone to go to hell.
Hell is a terrible place. I plead with
you, if you do not know Jesus,
please let Him come into your heart.
No matter what your age is, you
need to let Jesus come into your
heart before it is everlastingly too
late.
Prepare to Meet God
We do not know when death
will come. There are hundreds of
ways that you can die. Someone
may say: "I smoke and drink a little.
Even though they tell me not to
smoke or drink, I do not think I am
going to die as a result of smoking
or drinking." You do not have to die
of lung cancer or emphysema or
anything like that. You can walk
outside, trip and fall, and hit your
head and die. When you die, will
you be prepared to meet God? You
may be a good driver and have an
excellent record, but someone could
hit you and kill you. Are you prepared to meet God? Life is full of
uncertainties. We do not know when
death will come. I have attended
many funerals down through the
years, and I have noticed in the
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obituaries that many people die a
little before or a little after their
birthday.
I plead with you like Paul said
in 2 Corinthians 5:11, "Knowing
therefore the terror of the Lord, we
persuade men." Jesus is coming
back, and hell will be a terrible
place. I want to persuade you to
become a Christian. I want to persuade you to be born again. You
need to turn your life over to God,
and then hold on to God with all
you have. Young person, you need
to hold on to God while you are
young. The longer you wait, the
harder it is to get saved. You need to
hold on to God while you are
young, through grade school,
through high school, and through
college. Some people are going to
laugh at you and talk about you, but
you must hold on to God. If you do,
God will bless you with a good
spouse who loves God and who
loves to go to church.
There is misery in homes all
over the country. There are many
broken homes, broken marriages,
and children growing up without a
father or a mother. You are so
blessed if you have a mother who
loves you and a father who loves
you and goes to work and brings his
paycheck home.

M IN E R V A , O H
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Just as Peter stood at the door
and knocked, Jesus is standing and
knocking at the doors of men and
women's hearts. Revelation 3:20
states, "Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me."
Do you know the voice of
God when He is speaking to you? It
is a still, small voice. Do you want
God to flip you over in the automobile to get your attention? You do
not want to almost get killed for
God to get your attention. He is
standing at the door of your heart
knocking. God is a gentleman. He
will not force you to get saved. He is
saying, "Let Me in." Do not run
away from the door. You need to
open the door of your heart and let
Jesus in. Every day that we wake
up, we have to open the door of our
hearts. We have to say: "I want to be
like Jesus today. One day at a time,
sweet Jesus, that is all that I am asking of You." Revelation 3:21-22 says:
"To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne, even as
I also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne. He
that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches."

Young person, you are very
precious to God. You are at the time
in your life when you are presented
with the wonderful opportunity to
get saved and stay saved, to let your
life go into a beautiful direction, but
Satan does not want that to happen.
The older folks have already been
there and done that. Some of us
might have done some things that
we are not proud of. We want to
help you so that you do not make
the same mistakes. There are policemen, school teachers, and many
other people who are in the professional way of life. They will tell you
what is right, but you need to put
God first in your life, and you can
have a wonderful opportunity.
You should not let Satan destroy
you. Do not look around at what
others are doing. Time goes fast.
You may be a teenager now, but
soon you will be in your twenties,
and then in your thirties. Before you
know it, time will be gone. What are
you doing with your time? You need
to get saved and stay saved and use
your life for God. This is important!
Please, won't you give your life to
God?
(Com pact Disc TR-449E)
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"My sheep hear my voice . . . and they follow me: and
I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand."
John 10:27-28
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[G uest Editorial— continued from page 2]

a hindrance to spiritual growth must
be cut off and destroyed.
When the Lord begins the pruning process on the heart of His child,
it may cause pain and suffering at
the time. It is extremely important
for that individual to hold steady
and to allow the Lord to do His perfect work. Fully yielding to God's
will and His way produces greater
stability in the life of the one who is
being pruned. Resistance to the
pruning can only prolong the discomfort. People might have been
taught many false ideas and traditions regarding the Word of God,
but these must be pruned and removed. It takes the straight, anointed preaching of the Truth to uncover
false ideas, false teachings, and false
theories that have been allowed to
grow in the mind of an individual.
Jesus became deeply stirred at
religious people who rejected His
words as He tried to teach them the
true way. Christ's way will lead men
and women to peace, joy, happiness,
and more abundant life. Unfortu-

nately, too many people prefer their
own way instead of seeking God's
way. This causes confusion in the
minds of many precious people in
the religious world. The multitudes
do not want to hear the Truth because it upsets their beliefs or traditions. That was what often got Jesus
into trouble in His day, and it does
yet today. Spiritual growth never
comes by holding onto one's own
way. Every honest heart is truly
interested in growing into a more
mature state of holiness and perfection. Faithful men and women are
willing and ready to lay aside anything the Lord reveals to them that
is of no value to their relationship
with Him. Obedience to God's
Word will result in a walk worthy
of the Lord, will bring pleasure to
Him, and will develop growth.
Another way men and women
can grow spiritually is through
God's chastening. The Lord loves
each one and will, at times, send
stern correction whenever He deems
it is necessary to help His children.
The chastening He sends is for our

profit and not for harm. Hebrews
12:5-7 states: "My son, despise not
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor
faint when thou are rebuked of him:
For whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom he receiveth. If ye endure
chastening, God dealeth with you as
with sons; for what son is he whom
the father chasteneth not?" Being
corrected by our loving Heavenly
Father is never joyous, but no matter
how grievous, it will bring about
blessed results.
Are you growing in grace and
walking worthy of the Lord, as
would be pleasing to Him? Is your
life bearing the fruit of righteousness? Are you increasing in knowledge and in His most holy way?
God desires perfection in His people, but perfection comes from a
continual crucifying of your ways,
your ideas, and your will and by
accepting His.
Selected

2012 Camp Meeting Dates
June 17-24 August 5-12
December 26-30

We hope you will plan your vacation
time so that you can join us in these
old-fashioned camp meetings.
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USPS # 871620

Winter 2011 Camp Meeting
December 28- January 1
Make your reservations now to come and worship
the Lord with us in an old-fashioned
camp meeting at God's Acres, Newark, Ohio.
Three Services Daily: 10:00 a.m., 3:00 & 7:00 p.m.
The first service begins Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Send your reservations to:

David L. Bush
725 N. Cedar Street Newark, OH 43055
or call (740) 345-1213

