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T H E C H U R C H O F G O D B E LIE V E S IN :
A personal God (John 4:24)
A divine Christ (John 1:1, 14)
An infallibly inspired Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
Salvation from sin (Matt. 1:21)
The new birth (John 3:3, 5-7
A holy life (Luke 1:73-75; Titus 2:12)
Sanctification (1 Thess. 5:23)
Unity of God's people (John 17:21, Eph. 4)
Divine, physical healing (James 5:14-16)
The ordinances (Matt. 28:19-20; John 13;
1 Cor. 11:23, 34)
Eternal life (Matt. 25:46; Mark 9:43)
The Trinity (1 John 5:7, 8)

S O M E S P IR IT U A L F A C T S
P E R T A IN IN G T O T H E C H U R C H
Jesus organized it (Matt. 16:18)
On a good foundation (Eph. 2:20; I Cor. 3:11)
Christ governs it (Eph. 1:22-23; Isa. 9:6)
God admits members (I Cor. 12:13-18)
Sin puts you out of it (Rom. 11:22; Ex. 32:33)
The saved only are members (John 15:2-6)
Membership is offered to all (Rev. 22:17)
Final rewards (Rev. 20:12-15; 21:3-4; 22:14)
Bible name of the Church (Acts 20:28;
Gal. 1:13; John 17:11)
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Short, But Good!
It is amazing that another
year has come and gone and another camp meeting season is now
history. This time world is so
swiftly moving toward a neverending eternity. We often wonder
how many more camp meetings
we will be able to enjoy on this
side of Heaven. Sunday morning,
December 27, 2009, at 10:00 a.m.
the Winter Camp Meeting convened. Pastor Roger Decker opened the meeting with prayer and
welcomed everyone to God's
Acres. The Winter Camp Meeting
is always short—only four days,
but this year it was exceptionally
good. It was truly a precious time
for fellowship with the saints.
Camp meeting seems to no
sooner get started and then it is
over, and we wonder where the
time has gone. Although it was
short, we can surely report that it
was good while it lasted. When
the Lord moves into our midst, He
knows what to do to accomplish
His will and purpose. Each service was well attended by God's
people from both far and near.
The weather is often a concern for
travelers in the winter months,
but this year it proved to be cooperative, for which we are truly
grateful.
Wednesday evening before the
camp meeting began, Brother
Decker again brought forth some
challenging thoughts on the importance of earnest prayer.
Prayer is a vital part to having a
successful meeting and seeing
souls won into the Kingdom of
God. Importuning prayer is the
key to turning hearts and minds
to God, and it is an essential ingredient to sustaining a strong
spiritual life. The Lord's ears are
open to the cries of His children,
and He listens for those who
faithfully carry the burden. God
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is pleased when He sees saints
concerned for furthering the Gospel and doing their part to help
ones find deliverance from sin.
Persistent prayer is also a crucial
element for the healing of the body
of those who are fastened under
affliction. We attribute the success
of this meeting to the Lord and the
way He moved in answer to earnest prayer.
It is always a welcome sight to
see the various ministerial brethren sit on the pulpit, backing the
speaker of the hour as he delivers
the message. Anointed preaching
was on target, bringing conviction
to those needing help in their soul.
As the Holy Ghost moved on precious souls, it brought much joy as
we witnessed them find salvation.
Men and women being reconciled
to God is the main purpose for
having these special meetings.
Joyfully, we can report that there
were several new conversions during the meeting. Also, there were
saints who visited for their first
time. Unfortunately, there are
always those who reject the wooing of God's Spirit and refuse
God's offered mercy. This surely
grieves the Lord and the saints as
well to see conviction working and
then watch the unsaved turn
away.
Many wonderful things were
accomplished during this camp
meeting. Time after time, our
hearts were made to rejoice as the
singing and the preaching went
forth. The visitation of the Lord
brought joy, praise, and happiness
to the saints. His presence uplifted
each soul with encouragement to
press on and fight the good fight of
faith. We can truly recommend
ordering the recordings of the
messages that were preached and
the beautiful songs
[c ontinue d on pag e 2 5 ]

Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat:
14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Have You Met God's
Conditions for Salvation?
There are a lot of people in this
world, and the vast majority of them
are unsaved. Even the vast majority
of religious people in this world are
unsaved. Some of the teachings that
people are taught in denominational
churches are almost pathetic. Some
teach that once you are saved, you
are always saved. Even if I did not
know a thing about the Bible, based
on my own experience, I would
know that such a doctrine is false,
because there was a time, after I had
been saved, when I got away from
God. It is sad that people spend
years in false religion, yet they are
no closer to the Kingdom of God
than if they were sitting on a barstool.
Jesus said in Matthew 7:22-23
(describing those at the judgment
who had not been cleansed from
their sin): "Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in

thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity."
One of the first commands we
are called to after conversion is
holiness. If you are unholy, you are
not in the Kingdom of God. In fact,
you are not even close to the Kingdom of God. Holiness is a requirement. It is not my requirement; it is
God's requirement. The vast majority of false religion does not teach
holiness. Oh, they believe that God
can save you from some vile sins,
such as murder or robbing a bank,
yet they believe that everyone sins
in their thought life. Jesus said that
out of the heart comes evil thoughts.
When your heart is wrong, your
thinking is wrong. He was talking
about when you think evil continually. Just as it was back in the Book
of Genesis, when God destroyed the
world with a flood in Noah's day,
their minds were on evil continually.
God's conditions have to be met
in order for one to gain salvation.
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • M a rc h 2 0 1 0

Church joining or attending church
services on Sunday mornings will
not get you into the Kingdom of
God. Many people do not find the
strait gate because they do not want
to go through the narrow way. They
enjoy living the sinful ways they are
living. They want religion, but they
want it their way. Nevertheless,
Bible conditions must be met to gain
salvation. The reason that the majority of people are unsaved is that the
gate is so strait and the way is so
narrow. Not everyone is willing to
meet those conditions. Those conditions are not laid out by what you or
I think, but they are laid out in accordance with God's eternal Word.
You are not saved because you
felt a tingling feeling going up and
down your spine, because you cried,
because you got goosebumps all
over you, because you got a thrill, or
even because you went to an altar of
prayer. You are saved only when
you meet Bible conditions. Many
people are unwilling to meet God's
conditions.
You cannot get saved by man's
3

philosophy or man's ideas, but you
are saved in accordance with God's
Word, by what God has laid out in
the new covenant. You have to come
to Jesus Christ when He calls or you
will not receive salvation.
Make Haste and Receive Him
Let us look at the words of
Martha to her sister. In John 11:27-29
we read: "She [Martha] saith unto
him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou
art the Christ, the Son of God, which
should come into the world. And
when she had so said, she went her
way, and called Mary her sister
secretly, saying, The Master is come,
and calleth for thee. As soon as she
heard that, she arose quickly, and
came unto him."
If you are unsaved, how many
times has the Master called for you?
If you are living in sin, He is calling
for you, and your attitude should be
like Mary's: "As soon as she heard
that, she arose quickly, and came
unto him." God is not going to save
you on your own conditions. God is
not going to save you when you are
ready; He will save you when He is
ready.
In Luke, Chapter 19, you can
read about Zacchaeus. He was a
little man, but he did not let the
crowd stop him from seeing Jesus
Christ. He knew that Jesus was coming that way. He was a tax collector,
and no doubt, he had money in
abundance, but he was not happy.
What does that tell you? You must
have more than earthly mammon to
be satisfied in this life.
Verses 5-6 tell us: "And when
Jesus came to the place, he looked
up, and saw him, and said unto him,
Zacchaeus, make haste [in other
words, hurry up], and come down;
for to day I must abide at thy house.
And he made haste, and came
down, and received him joyfully." I
do not know exactly what his position was in the air when he got
saved, but when Zacchaeus' feet
hit the ground, he had salvation.
How do we know that Zacchaeus
got salvation? He received Jesus
4

joyfully.
You must meet God's conditions
to receive salvation. You must allow
Jesus Christ to rule over you supremely. Many people balk at that.
They will let Jesus rule over some
things, but they will not allow Him
to rule their lives supremely. Mark
stated in Mark 12:30, "And thou
shalt love the Lord thy God will
all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength: this is the first
commandment."
Too many people are as those in
the parable found in Luke 19:14,
which reads, "But his citizens hated
him, and sent a message after him,
saying, We will not have this man to
reign over us." Having Jesus reign
over you is one of the first conditions of salvation. Most people just
do not want anyone to reign over
them. Well, if you are not serving
Jesus Christ, the devil is reigning
over you.
Some people come to Jesus, but
they have limitations concerning
how far they will go with Him. They
will not let Jesus reign over everything in their lives, but they are
willing to let Him reign in a few
things. Therefore, they limit God. In
Psalm 78:40-41 we read: "How oft
did they provoke him in the wilderness, and grieve him in the desert!
Yea, they turned back and tempted
God, and limited the Holy One of
Israel."
Make No Provision for the Flesh
You can read of the many
avenues of deliverance and blessings that He bestowed upon Israel of
old, but often they turned a deaf ear
to God. They took all His benefits,
His deliverance, and His blessings,
yet they still turned back. They were
as the Prophet Isaiah described in
Isaiah 4:1, which reads, ". . . seven
women shall take hold of one man,
saying, We will eat our own bread,
and wear our own apparel: only let
us be called by thy name, to take
away our reproach." Today some
people walk away from Truth but
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • M a rc h 2 0 1 0

still want to be called the Church of
God, to take away their reproach.
They do not want people to think
they are heathens; so they still say
they are Church of God, only they
want to eat their own bread and
wear their own apparel. This is what
is going on today.
All down through the Gospel
Day, covering the seven periods of
time, God has always had a true
church. Even in the Dark Ages, God
still had a people, but there has also
been that which is false, and that
which is false always cries out, "Let
us eat our own bread." Jesus said in
John 6:48, "I am that bread of life."
Those who want to eat their own
"bread" want to live by their own
doctrine: sin a little here, and sin a
little there. Sometimes they say,
"Our church doesn't teach that."
Well, your church has no business
omitting anything that is in the
Word of God.
Isaiah said they also want to
wear their own apparel. The Apostle
Paul said in Romans 13:14, "But put
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make not provision for the flesh, to
fulfil the lusts thereof." Jesus, speaking to the church in Sardis, said in
Revelation 3:5, "He that overcometh,
the same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and I will not blot out his
name out of the book of life, but I
will confess his name before my
Father, and before his angels." He
will be clothed in white raiment,
and white stands for purity. Those
whose names are in the Book of Life
are pure.
Having Godly Sorrow
What are some other conditions
necessary for salvation? You must
have true godly sorrow for your sin.
We do not see much of that today.
Oh, we see lots of sorrow and crying
and hear lots of prayer requests, but
these things do not work repentance. It takes godly sorrow to work
repentance. In other words, you
must be sorry that you hurt the
great God of all Creation.
When you get hurt or offended,

many times you let people know
about it. Well, God can also get hurt;
He gets grieved. You just read in
Psalm 78 how He blessed the people
and yet they turned around and
limited Him. He wanted to do more
for them, but they limited Him.
Having godly sorrow is being so
sorry that you are willing to quit
sinning and spend the rest of your
life making it up to Jesus Christ,
doing your very best. Oh, you know
that you could never repay Him, but
you want to do your very best as a
debtor to keep paying on the debt.
We read in 2 Corinthians 7:10,
"For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the
world worketh death." Sorrow that
produces true repentance will be
demonstrated by the deeds that
follow, or by the life that follows.
Godly sorrow is not repentance, but
the Scripture says it "worketh repentance." One who has worldly
sorrow is not sorry for his sin or for
the hurt it might have caused others.
Worldly sorrow's only regret is that
it has been found out! "I am so
ashamed and so embarrassed that
others found out about it." That is
still not godly sorrow; that is worldly sorrow, and it does not work repentance.
The person who has godly
sorrow sees the wrong in what he
has done. It is not just the consequences that he regrets, but he regrets the sin itself. The one who has
godly sorrow regrets that he ever
committed sin. Sorrow that produces grief, and even recognition of
being wrong, is still worldly sorrow
if it does not lead to repentance.
Let us get an example of worldly
sorrow. King Saul felt regret when
he admitted to David that he had
sinned. He went as far as to say in
1 Samuel 26:21, "I have sinned:
return, my son David: for I will no
more do thee harm, because my soul
was precious in thine eyes this day:
behold, I have played the fool, and
have erred exceedingly." This was
worldly sorrow. Despite his admission of wrong, he did not repent.

There was no change in Saul.
Too many people confess and
confess, but God is calling for a
change in people's lives. There are
some conditions that one must meet
to have real salvation in his life. If a
person could be saved without
meeting the conditions laid out in
the Word of God, the devil would be
able to talk him out of it. When the
devil attacks you, since you are
saved according to the conditions in
the Word, you can say, "Yes, I was a
sinner, but now I am no longer a
sinner because I confessed and forsook all sin." You can stand on God's
Word, because it is His Word that is
the foundation for salvation.
Too often individuals come to
Christ because the grief that sin
caused them to have, not the grief
that they caused God to have. There
is a difference. Speaking of Esau, the
Hebrew writer said in Hebrews
12:17, "For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected:
for he found no place of repentance,
though he sought it carefully with
tears." Esau cried and carried on,
but there was no change in his life.
It was not true godly sorrow; it
was just grief over the fact that he
was tricked and lost the blessing.
Though he sought the blessing with
tears, there was no change in his
life. Dear one, a condition of real
salvation is godly sorrow.
Examples of Godly Sorrow
Let us read a couple of examples
of godly sorrow found in the Word
of God. In the Book of Acts, we find
that on the Day of Pentecost, Peter
stood up with the eleven other disciples and preached that wonderful
message. It was a finger-pointing
message. It got right down to the
place where he called people out.
Acts 2:36-37 reads: "Therefore let all
the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and Christ. Now when they heard
this, they were pricked in their
heart, and said unto Peter and to
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the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do?"
Let us go to Acts, Chapter 16, to
read about the jailer. In the latter
part of verse 30 he said, "Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?" Verse 31
says, "And they said, Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved, and thy house."
You may ask, "Do you believe
that the jailer had godly sorrow?"
The same jailer that put the welts on
the backs of Silas and the Apostle
Paul turned around and was kind to
them and tried to sooth their injuries. There is a change in those who
get real salvation. They become
kind. They are no longer mean.
Verse 33 reads, "And he took them
the same hour of the night, and
washed their stripes." Silas and the
Apostle Paul were in prison and had
been beaten. After the jailer was
saved, he turned around and
washed their stripes. He went from
showing meanness to showing kindness. Oh, what an attribute change!
Some people are unkind; they are
mean all the time.
The jailer inquired, "Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?" Verses 32-33
read: "And they spake unto him the
word of the Lord, and to all that
were in his house. And he took them
the same hour of the night [the jailer
did not put it off; he wanted to
comfort the ones whom he had
beaten], and washed their stripes;
and was baptized, he and all his,
straightway."
Those who are saved are kind.
They will not hurt or destroy in
God's holy mountain. They are tired
of arguing, fighting, and fussing.
Married couples under the name of
Church of God ought to have the
best homes on this earth. I am not
saying there are not disagreements,
but they do not have them all the
time. That should be an exception.
When you take the marriage vows
and say "for better, for worse," once
in a while the worse may come
along, but that is where your love
will hold you together, till death do
you part. Love is the cement that
holds the church together. The love
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of God enables you to stay together,
pray together, and go through
battles together.
Peter preached the Gospel on
the Day of Pentecost to the house of
Israel. As he was preaching to the
orthodox Jew of that day, they were
pricked in the heart. When the
Apostle Paul was in prison, at
midnight after they prayed and
sang, God sent an earthquake to
straighten out the whole thing. The
jailer got saved with true godly
sorrow. God uses His Holy Spirit to
convict people of their sins.
Being Reproved of Sin
Do you remember when God
convicted you? You knew you were
a sinner before you went to church,
but when you got to church, it was
multiplied and manifested in a
greater way. No doubt, you thought
you were the worst sinner in the
whole world. That was God's Holy
Spirit dealing with you. John 16:8
says, "And when he is come, he will
reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment." To
reprove is to convict. God also uses
His Word to convict souls.
In Hebrews 4:15 the Hebrew
writer let us know that Jesus is our
High Priest when he said that Jesus
was "in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin." Do you know
how some people respond to that?
They say, "Yes, but that was Jesus."
Friend, if we cannot be like Jesus
Christ, then He could not have been
our example. We would have to put
an example out there that we could
be like, but the Bible says He is our
example in all things.
Verses 12-13 read: "For the word
of God is quick [or alive], and
powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit [a literal sword will not get
down to your soul and spirit, but the
Word of God will], and of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of the
heart. Neither is there any creature
that is not manifest in his sight: but
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all things are naked and opened
unto the eyes of him with whom we
have to do."
The Word of God gets right into
your thought life. There might not
be anyone around you who knows
what you are thinking, but God
does. If there are things wrong in
your life, no one else may know
about those things, but God does.
God can get right into your thought
life and trouble you, yet not an individual around knows a thing about
it. If you were to tell someone, that
person would probably be shocked.
Often people try to shake off the
conviction that God sends, but God
keeps troubling them. The Bible lets
us know that His thoughts are higher than our thoughts. He knows our
thoughts even before they become
thoughts.
Speaking of when Paul stood
before Felix, we read in Acts
24:24-25: "And after certain days,
when Felix came with his wife
Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he
sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. And as
he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come,
Felix trembled, [Felix had loose morals, so what did the Apostle Paul
talk to him about? He talked to him
about the Judgment to come, about
the righteousness of God, and about
being temperate. What did Felix
say?] and answered, Go thy way for
this time; when I have a convenient
season, I will call for thee." If Felix
ever got saved, it is not recorded in
the Word of God. I believe that the
man died lost, but God did visit him
right in the personage of the Apostle
Paul, and he reasoned with him.
Felix trembled and told Paul to go
away, and he said when he had a
convenient season, he would call for
him.
Repent and Forsake
Another condition for salvation
is repentance. You have to repent.
You cannot simply turn over a new
leaf, so to speak, and start serving
God. You must truly repent. RepenG o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • M a rc h 2 0 1 0

tance is necessary for the removing
of sin. If you have not repented of
your sins, then you are still a sinner,
and you will face every one of them
at the Judgment.
On the Day of Pentecost, at the
close of Peter's message, people
cried out in Acts 2:37, "Men and
brethren, what shall we do?" In
verse 38 Peter's reply was, "Repent,
and be baptized." If you have not
repented, then you are not saved.
You can get saved at home, in the
cow pasture, or anywhere else, as
long as you truly repent. You must
confess and forsake all sin. You
cannot get saved on your own
conditions. There is no use to try to
get saved that way.
You can only get saved on the
conditions laid out in God's Word.
Why should you be afraid to confess
if you are truly sorry for your sins?
Could it be that you are too proud?
Could it be that you think too much
of yourself and you would like to
sneak in another way? In the Old
Testament you can read about
Naaman, who was a leper. He wanted Elijah to come out and say some
words to clean up his leprosy, but
God sent that proud soldier down to
the Jordan River, the nastiest of all
the rivers. Naaman said, "Are not
the rivers of Abana and Pharpar
much better?" They surely were. The
water was probably much clearer,
but those rivers would not work on
his pride as the Jordan River would.
Naaman went down the road
angrily, but God did not change His
mind. No, it stayed the Jordan River.
God did not change His mind
because of who Naaman was. I
repeat, you can get saved anywhere,
anytime, unless God has told you
something you need to do, and then
you need to do it.
Another condition for salvation
is that you must forsake all sin. You
cannot come to God with a "pet" sin.
In Isaiah 55:7 the Prophet said, "Let
the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and
let him return unto the LORD, and he
will have mercy upon him; and to
our God, for he will abundantly

pardon." We read in Proverbs 28:13,
"He that covereth his sins shall not
prosper: but whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy."
Often people want to get rid of
some things that are big stumbling
blocks to them, but they want to
hang on to other things. All sin has
to be dealt with wherever you meet
Jesus Christ, whether it is in the
home or at an altar of prayer. In
Romans 3:23-25 the Apostle Paul
said, "For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God [that is
what sin is—coming short of the
glory of God]; Being justified freely
by his grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission
of sins that are past, through the
forbearance [or forgiveness] of God."
When you meet the Lord's
conditions, He will forgive you for
all sins of the past; every sin will be
cleaned up. Then you will receive
the Spirit of God to have power over
the temptations that come upon you
in the future.
Sometimes it takes digging deep
to get rid of all sin, but the spiritual
house will not stand if the foundation is not right. You do not want
to build your experience on the
sand; you want to dig deep and
build on the Rock, Jesus Christ. If
you allow sin to remain, then sin
will be your ruin. Sin will hunt you
down. If you allow one wrong
attitude, the root of bitterness, one
"pet" sinful habit, or one worldly
friend that you need to cut ties with,
you will not get anywhere with
God. You see, sometimes people
need to cut ties with some people.
The devil uses those people to talk
them out of their experience or lead
them away from God. However, if
you really live for God, then you
will not have to worry about getting
rid of worldly friends. In most cases,
they will get rid of you.
Walk in the Light
Some people battle attitudes.
Dear one, there will always be some

who will say something wrong to
you, because not everyone appreciates your being saved. It could be
your relatives or your friends. You
should not feel down and depressed
about it. People spoke against Jesus.
Did they not call Him Beelzebub?
Did they not call Him a wine bibber? He did no wrong to them, yet
He did not strike back. If people say
wrong things about you, you should
just leave them with God. Do not
battle them over it. God knows how
to handle people. He can take care
of situations.
Sometimes people get attitudes
and become bitter. Dear one, you
must be careful that you do not let
the devil bring you off the wall of
salvation and bring you down to the
same level as those who are bitter.
Why? You will get in worse shape
than they were. When you are on
the wall, you can pray for them.
Many people have bad habits
that they acquired when they were
out in sin. Some of those habits can
become a part of you. People need
to watch their talk, because when
they were living in sin, they had
some awfully nasty habits in talking. God will help them with that.
God wants you to get rid of all sin,
because He is a jealous God. He
wants all your attention; He wants
all your heart, soul, mind, and
strength.
Zechariah 1:14 reads, "So the
angel that communed with me said
unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus
saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous
for Jerusalem and for Zion with a
great jealousy." God is not about to
share your allegiance with something or someone else.
What is another condition for
salvation? You must be willing to
walk in all the light that God has
revealed to you. If you had been
living for God for a while and then
backslid and you came back to God,
you do not need to try to go way
back to the beginning of when you
first got saved. You should take hold
of where you left God. You do not
have to start all over trying to get rid
of things. No, you had gotten rid of
them before you backslid, so that is
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where you have to come back to.
You must be willing to walk in
all the light, and that means the
standard as well as church government. You must be willing to be
obedient to God and to those who
have the rule over you in the Lord.
Hebrews 13:17 says, "Obey them
that have the rule over you, and
submit yourselves: for they watch
for your souls, as they that must
give account, that they may do it
with joy, and not with grief: for that
is unprofitable for you."
Another problem that ones who
are not saved have to deal with is
pride. Pride will keep you out of the
Kingdom of God. One must be willing to humble himself as a little
child and be dependent on his
Heavenly Father for salvation and
His keeping power. When you are
truly repentant and truly sick of sin,
you are ready to get down on your
knees and humble yourself. You are
ready to quit sinning immediately.
God sees the heart. We can only
see the manifestations of the heart.
He sees right in the center of your
affection, and He knows whether
you are real or counterfeit. God's
Holy Spirit looks right down into
your soul, and He knows your heart.
God's desire is for you to be real.
There is not a thing wrong with
emotions as long as they bring you
to a real experience with God. Have
you met God's conditions for salvation? Do you have real salvation? If
not, are you willing to meet His
conditions?
If you are not saved, you are
missing the greatest opportunity
that God has ever afforded man on
this side of Heaven. The things that
I have gained far outweigh the
things I had to give up. To live for
God is a blessed opportunity. It is
wonderful to be able to pillow your
head at night and know that if Jesus
should come, everything will be all
right. If you have a need, won't you
obey God? If you are unsaved, now
would be a good time to get saved.
(Com pact Disc TR-504E)
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Luke 15:1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.
2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.

Brother Aurelius Raines
What Is Sin?
The thought I would like to
share with you is found in verse 2 of
our Scripture text, which states,
"This man receiveth sinners." This
comment was made by people who
had all the outward manifestation of
being God's people, but in reality,
Jesus said they were full of dead
men's bones. They did not really
have what they professed to have,
and they had the nerve to pass
judgment on Jesus because He kept
company with sinners. However,
they said one thing that was correct,
and that was, Jesus received sinners.
He not only received them but also
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ate with them.
You cannot find anywhere in
God's eternal Word where Jesus told
sinners to get back. We know from
the Scriptures that God hates sin
because He is holy. He cannot get
along with sin, but He does not hate
the sinner. God loves the saint, but
He also loves the sinner. God was
not content for man to stay in sin. If
God can separate the sinner from his
sin, then He can have fellowship
with the ex-sinner, because what
makes a person a sinner is the act of
committing sin. If the sinner stops
committing sin, he is not a sinner
anymore.
God receives sinners, but in this
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politically correct age, many people
deny being sinners. For example,
people do not want to say they have
committed adultery; they would
rather say they had an affair. Often
people in the world have a way of
shading the truth. They think if they
tell a "white lie," that is not the same
as telling a lie, but a lie is a lie. We
are living in a day when people do
not want to call a drunkard a drunk
anymore. Instead people say he has
a "chemical dependency." It is very
difficult to get people saved when
they do not believe they are sinners.
You are not a sinner because you
feel like one or because people think
you are one. You are a sinner

because you commit sin. If you
commit adultery, that is sin. If you
lie, you commit sin. If you are a
gambler, you are a sinner. God does
not like what you are doing because
it is against His holiness, and it is
sin.
The Word of God gives three
definitions for sin. First, it says that
"all unrighteousness is sin" (1 John
5:17). God is the standard for righteousness. If you do not live right,
what you are doing is sinful. Second, the Bible says he that transgresses the law commits sin, because
"sin is the transgression of the law"
(1 John 3:4). Third, the Bible says in
James 4:17, "Therefore to him that
knoweth to do good, and doeth it
not, to him it is sin." There is the sin
of commission and the sin of omission. An example of the sin of omission is knowing that you ought to do
something, but you do not do it. The
Bible lets you know that is sin. If
you commit sin, that makes you a
sinner. What makes a person a mason is that he builds with brick and
mortar. You are a sinner if you commit sin, and you are a saint if you
live free from sin.
The Two Roads in Life
There is no such thing as a
sinner saved by grace, because if
you have been saved by grace, you
are no longer a sinner; you are a
saint. The Bible says that God has
called us to be saints. The Bible lets
you know that when one is a servant
of sin, God could not expect that
person to do righteousness. When
one becomes a servant of righteousness, God does not expect that
person to sin. Romans 6:18 states,
"Being then made free from sin, ye
became the servants of righteousness." When God saved me from sin,
He made me His servant.
If you are still committing sin,
you may preach, read the Bible, sing
in the choir, and be a faithful
churchgoer; nevertheless, you are
just a sinful choir member, a sinful
preacher, or a sinful churchgoer.
Your committing sin is what makes

you a sinner. Anything else that
you do does not change the fact that
you commit sin. If you commit sin
and read your Bible, that does not
negate the fact that you are a sinner.
If you commit sin and do good
things, that does not negate the
fact that you are a sinner. If you do
more good than bad, that still does
not change the fact that you are a
sinner. In order for Jesus to receive
you, you must acknowledge the fact
that you are a sinner and repent and
forsake sin. The devil is doing everything he can to convince people that
they are not sinners. You can always
find some good in everyone, but all
your goodness and all your righteousness are as filthy rags to God;
in other words, they have no value
whatsoever.
As much as Jesus hates sin, He
loves the sinner. God loves the sinner because He likes to make the
sinner into a saint. John 3:16 says,
"For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life."
No matter how many good things a
person does, if he commits sin, he
will perish. No matter how well he
is connected with religious organizations, if he commits sin, he will
perish.
The Bible teaches us there are
only two roads in life: one road
leads to life and the other leads to
death. Each of us is on one of these
roads. Those who are on the road to
life have been made free from sin,
but those who are on the road to
death are still servants to sin. This is
the reason that no matter how much
good the sinner does, sin negates it,
because the sinner is a servant to
sin. Even when someone says he is
going to stop drinking, sin will not
let him stop. When a person says he
is going to stop smoking, sin will not
let him stop smoking. If you say you
are going to start treating your wife
right, sin will not let you do it. If
you say you are going to do right by
your husband, sin will not let you
do it. Because of these sinful things,
you are on your way to death.
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The Root of the Problem
The reason Jesus receives
sinners is that He wants to change
them. Romans 5:6 reads, "For when
we were yet without strength [when
we were yet sinners], in due time
Christ died for the ungodly." You
may say, "I'm going to stop doing
this sin," but you keep going back to
it. Part of the problem is that you
want to stop one sin; you do not
want to stop all sin. You are a servant of sin. You have to deal with
the root of the problem.
A person is an alcoholic because
he is a sinner. A person is a liar because he is a sinner. A person steals
because he is a sinner. If someone
catches a thief stealing and he has to
go to jail, that is treating the symptom, not the sin. Many times when a
thief gets out of jail, he will steal
again. A sinner does not have the
power to stop sinning. For example,
he may stop smoking, but he cannot
get the victory over lust. A sinner
does not have the strength to stop
committing sin.
Being ungodly simply means
that one is unholy. Through salvation God converts the sinner and
makes him holy; then He gives him
the strength to overcome sin. Many
churches teach people that they
cannot help but sin, but that is not
what the Bible says. When Jesus
receives a sinner, He changes him.
God made man upright, but Ecclesiastes 7:29 says "they have sought out
many inventions." Men started
looking for another way.
Do you know how the devil got
Eve to commit the first sin? God told
Adam not to eat of one tree in the
garden, so Adam must have told
Eve. The devil got Eve alone and, in
essence, said, "Did God really say
that?" The devil will make a suggestion and tempt you. You would
think that with all the alcoholics in
the world, you would never see a
new one, but because people are
under the control of sin, the devil
convinces them that taking one
drink will not make them alcoholics.
One may think: "I'm only going to
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drink a little. I'm not going to become an alcoholic." However, as a
person yields to that spirit, Satan's
power overtakes him. Gradually, he
starts to drink more and more.
Friend, when you do not have
the strength to help yourself, remember that Christ died for the
ungodly. If you are not saved from
sin, you need to acknowledge that
you are an ungodly sinner. Isaiah
53:6 says, "All we like sheep have
gone astray." There was a time in
my life when I fell short of the glory
of God, but God saved me. Paul
wrote in Ephesians 2:4, "But God,
who is rich in mercy. . . ."
Christ Died for You
Romans 5:8 states, "But God
commendeth his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us." God loves
sinners. God is making a move on
behalf of sinners, but one must
admit that he is a sinner.
The Bible lets you know what a
great thing Christ did in Romans
5:7, which reads, "For scarcely for a
righteous man will one die: [You
will not find many people who will
say, 'I know you. You're all right.
I'm going to die for you.' You may
read a war story about a soldier who
gave his life to save his buddy, but
that is an exception, not the rule.]
yet peradventure for a good man
some would even dare to die." God
wants to show you how much He
loves you.
As much as God hates sin, He so
loves sinners that He sent His Son to
die for them while they were still
sinners. God wants to help and bless
sinners, but if you go into eternity
with sin in your life, you do not
want to meet God. This is the reason
we preach so hard against sin and
plead for sinners to come to Jesus.
Sin is not an incurable disease. You
can be set free, but you have to help
yourself. Being sin sick is similar to
being physically ill. When you get
physically sick, you just do not stay
there and say, "Oh, I'm sick." You
may call someone and say that you
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are ill and ask what you should do.
You do not just accept the sickness,
but you try to do something to get
better. That is just natural, because
you want to feel healthy. You have a
part of God in you. You have a soul,
and your soul can get sick from sin;
then you become unhappy, and you
are not well spiritually. What are
you going to do about it? Are you
going to get help for your soul?
Some people believe that they
are sinners because of where they
live. I hear stories all the time about
folks who grew up in the city and
how they did not have a chance.
They say that is the reason they
have so much wrong with their
lives. Some time ago I read a story in
the newspaper in Chicago. They
used to have these apartment buildings called "The Project." They were
high-rise buildings about fourteen
stories high. The government built
them all together in one area, and
they took all the people who were
living below the poverty level and
gave them an apartment there.
There was a multitude of poor,
struggling people all around. Many
did not like to go in that area, and
even the people who were raised
there and were able to move out did
not want to go back. It was a rough
area. The newspaper told about a
five-year-old boy who was hung
over a rail from the fourteenth floor
and dropped to the ground because
he refused to go in a store and steal
something for a twelve year old.
That spoke to me. Just because a
person lived in the project did not
mean that he had to do something
that was not right.
Environment has absolutely
nothing to do with the fact that a
person is living in sin. When folks
make excuses for their wrongdoing,
then people are going to act on what
the expectation is. Consider the soldiers in Iraq. No matter how serious
their situation is in combat, those
soldiers are not expected to fire on
innocent women and children. No
matter how tough it gets, no matter
how many ambushes they have
been in, and no matter how many of
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their buddies have gotten shot or
killed, they are expected to conduct
themselves as they have been
trained to do.
The Only Solution to Sin
You can make any excuse that
you want for why you are a sinner;
nevertheless, you are not a sinner
because of your environment, because of how you were raised, or
because of what you were taught.
You are a sinner because you are
giving yourself over to sin. Ezekiel
18:1-2 states: "The word of the LORD
came unto me again, saying, What
mean ye, that ye use this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, saying,
The fathers have eaten sour grapes,
and the children's teeth are set on
edge?" They were trying to say that
the sin of the fathers was inherited
by the son. They used that as an
excuse for committing sin. God let
them know that a day was coming
when they would not be able to say
that anymore. I want to let you
know that day has come. Every
problem in sin can be fixed by Jesus
Christ.
Verses 3-4 continue: "As I live,
saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not
have occasion any more to use this
proverb in Israel. Behold, all souls
are mine; as the soul of the father, so
also the soul of the son is mine: [You
have a soul that belongs to God,
and that soul is getting sin sick. It is
tired of sin, and God said it belongs
to Him. Therefore, you cannot do
whatever you want to do with your
soul.] the soul that sinneth [or
practices sin], it shall die." How does
the soul die? God allows it to go to
hell. The Bible calls it an everlasting
day. In that day you will never
receive any comfort, and you will
suffer throughout all eternity because when your soul was sick, you
did not go to the only One who had
the cure.
Many people think they will go
to hell because of being a liar, a
thief, an adulterer, a gambler, or a
murderer. No, those are symptoms
of being bound by sin. That does not

mean people should do those things,
but that is not the reason the sinner
is going to hell. He is going to hell
because he has rejected Jesus. That is
the only reason anyone is going to
hell.
Someone may say, "I'm strung
out on drugs, and I can't get off
them." That is just a symptom. Sin is
what got you there, and deliverance
from sin is what will bring you out
of that condition. Man has enough
sense to get you off drugs, but he
cannot remove the sin. You have to
come to the only solution that God
has given, and that is Jesus Christ.
The solution is not in Buddha or
Allah. The only name given in
Heaven whereby men might be
saved is Jesus Christ. There is no
other way.
You cannot try to make up for
your sin by spending all your
money on feeding the poor or by
helping the disadvantaged. If you
spend all your goods trying to help
folks, yet you are a sinner, you are
still on the road to hell. None of that
can remove sin. The only way to
remove it is to come to Jesus Christ.
That is the reason God sent His Son.
That is the only way, and if you
want to be saved, you must accept
Him. That was Peter's message
to the Jews on the Day of Pentecost.
Peter told them straight out that the
Man whom they murdered, the Man
whom they crucified, the Man
whom Pilate would not release, the
Man whom they did not believe,
was the Messiah, Jesus Christ. He
had risen from the dead, and if they
expected to be saved, they would
have to be baptized in His name.
Christ is the only way.
Someone may ask, "Do you
believe that Christianity is the only
right way?" That is what God
believes. If you do not believe that
Jesus Christ is the only way, do
you think that would change
God's mind? That is just like the
guy who came knocking on my
door proclaiming that there was
no fire in hell. His unbelief cannot
put out the fire. I repeat, Jesus is
the only way.

Turn Away From
Wickedness and Live
Ezekiel 18:24 says, "But when
the righteous turneth away from his
righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the
abominations that the wicked man
doeth, shall he live? [If a person is a
righteous man and he starts doing
what wicked folks are doing, the
question is, Will he stay righteous?]
All his righteousness that he hath
done shall not be mentioned: in his
trespass that he hath trespassed, and
in his sin that he hath sinned, in
them shall he die." It does not matter
if you try to remove your sin with
righteousness, it will not work. If
you are righteous and you start
sinning, your former righteousness
will not count.
Verse 25 reads, "Yet ye say, The
way of the Lord is not equal. Hear
now, O house of Israel; Is not my
way equal? are not your ways unequal?" Some folks think that they
can do wrong and still go to meet
God in peace. However, God said,
in so many words: "If I will not allow a righteous man who went back
into sin to enter Heaven, I will not
allow an evil man to enter Heaven
just because he did a little righteousness. That would be unfair. I am
just."
Verse 26 lets us know that when
a righteous man turns away from
his righteousness and commits iniquity, he will die for the iniquity that
he has done. A backslider is not a
Christian that the devil took advantage of and caused to sin. Jesus said
in that situation, repent quickly. The
backslider is a person who has
turned his back on God. As he turns
his back on God and starts committing sin again, all his righteousness
is lost.
Verse 27 says, "Again, when the
wicked man turneth away from his
wickedness. . . ." Sinner friend, I
want you to understand that God
does not define wickedness the
same way you may define wickedness. In Matthew, Chapter 25, you
can read of a man who had three
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servants. He gave them some
talents, and two of those servants
went and used those talents to bring
back profits for their lord. However,
one servant, instead of using that
talent, buried it in the earth. When
his lord came back and asked that
servant to give an account of the one
talent, he said he had buried it in the
earth and was going to dig it up and
give it to him.
In verse 26 the lord said,
"Thou wicked and slothful servant."
This man did not kill or abuse anyone. He might have been faithful to
his wife, worked every day, attended church regularly, and raised
his children to be respectful, upstanding citizens; yet because he did
not use the one talent that his lord
gave to him, he said the man was
wicked.
I once heard a brother say that
you do not have to do anything to
go to hell. If you are a sinner, you do
not have to do anything to go to hell,
because you are already on the road.
You must do something to get off
that road.
Ezekiel 18:27 continues, "Again,
when the wicked man turneth away
from his wickedness that he hath
committed, and doeth that which
is lawful and right, he shall save his
soul alive." Sinner friend, all you
have to do is turn from your sin.
You must break away from all your
wickedness. You cannot do it
gradually.
God Will Judge You
According to Your Ways
Do you know what would have
happened if I had asked my wife
thirty-four years ago to marry me
and then would have gone on to say
something like this: "We're going to
get married, but let me tell you
something. There's this woman
named Sally Sue, and I'm going to
quit her next week. Then there is
Jane. She's a real looker; that relationship will be a tough one to break
off. It will probably take me at least
six months. Then there is Sarah. I'm
going to need at least a year to break
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things off with her." Do you think
my wife would have married me?
She probably would have said,
"When you get your business
straight, then you can come back
and see if I'm still available."
Many folks want to come to God
and want to wait to drop this sin one
week and another sin the next week,
and then next year maybe they will
get over that one. They think God
will accept that. No! They have to
turn from all sin. I let my wife know
that I was not interested in any other
young ladies. I was finished with
them when I started seeing her.
Likewise, when you turn to the
Lord, you must be done with sin.
You should not want it any more.
You must be through with it. In fact,
you should hate what it has done to
you. If you will do that, the Bible
says that you will save your soul
alive.
We are living in a day when
people believe they are sinners
saved by grace. Many people believe that God is not looking at what
they are doing but that He is looking
at what they are professing. They
think that as long as they profess to
be Christians, God accepts them. On
the contrary, Ezekiel 18:30a states,
"Therefore I will judge you, O house
of Israel, every one according to his
ways, saith the Lord GOD." God is
looking at the way you are living. If
you are still living in sin, you could
testify all day long about how God
saved you, but that would not
change the fact that you are unsaved. God judges you by what you
do. Your testimony ought to match
your life. Some folks testify on
credit, so to speak: they have not
paid for anything that they testify
about. God does not have credit card
religion. You should not testify of
salvation until you have the goods.
Ezekiel 18:30b reads: "Repent,
and turn yourselves from all your
transgressions; so iniquity [or sin]
shall not be your ruin." If you do not
turn from your sin, sinner friend, sin
will be your ruin. Sin does not help
you. It might make you feel better
for a little while. There is pleasure in
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sin for a season, but if you stay in
sin, it will take you down and destroy you in this life, and then you
will have to go to hell.
Verse 31 states, "Cast away from
you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make
you a new heart and a new spirit. . .
." God wants to do a spiritual operation on you: He wants to take out
your old sinful heart and give you a
new heart. He wants to take out that
disobedient spirit and give you His
Spirit. Then He asked the question,
"For why will ye die, O house of
Israel?" This was addressed to the
house of Israel, but it is true for every sinner.
Verse 32 states, "For I have no
pleasure in the death of him that
dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore
turn yourselves, and live ye." Sinner
friend, you can turn yourself and
say within your heart, "I'm finished
with sin." You need to turn your
back on sin. Why not come to Jesus
and live? Dear one, it is just that
simple! It does not cost money to get
salvation. You do not have to die
with sin in your life. If you go into
eternity with sin in your life, you
will lift up your eyes in hell. Jesus
Christ wants to save you, and He
will save you now if you let Him. It
will not take Him all day either.
Friend, I am trying to help you to
make Heaven your home. The
Prophet Ezekiel said, "Why will ye
die?" Why should you let sin be
your lord?
The Transgressor's Way Is Hard
In Matthew 11:28-30 Jesus Christ
said: "Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me. . . . For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light."
The Bible tells us that the way of
a transgressor is hard. Isaiah 57:20
says the wicked are as the troubled
sea; they cannot find rest. You do
not have to tell me about sin. The
testimony in the Scripture is true. If
you want peace, you must stop
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • M a rc h 2 0 1 0

rejecting the Prince of Peace. If you
want happiness, you must quit
rejecting the One who will bless
you. Why would you choose to die
in your sin?
If you are a sinner, I beg of you,
do not continue to live in sin. You
can be saved today. This is the best
deal that you have ever heard. God
is saying that if you will give up
your life, He will give you His life.
Once you make the change, you will
feel that you received the best of the
trade. Are you willing to accept
Jesus Christ as your Savior? Do not
let sin ruin you. You should not be
ashamed of what people might say
or think. One day each of us will
have to stand before God. When you
stand before God, you will have to
stand alone. I will not be able to
stand for my wife, and she will not
be able to stand for me. Each of us
will have to give an answer to God
for the way we have lived.
God is a gentleman, and He will
not twist your arm and force you to
be saved. God wants you to come to
Him on your own. It is good to be a
part of the family of God. I had no
idea when I accepted Jesus Christ as
my Savior how big God's family
really is. I thank God for every
brother and sister. I like to encourage souls who are yet seeking the
Lord that there is nothing like
getting saved.
What makes salvation so great is
that God made man to live a holy
life. God is holy, and He made
man a holy creation. Everything in
creation was created to glorify Him,
but the devil got in and convinced
men that they do not have to live
holy. All that did for mankind was
create problems. God does everything He possibly can to bring
people back to Him.
A man who is living in sin is like
a fish out of water. If you take a fish
out of the water, it will flop around
and try its best to get back into the
water, because that is its natural
environment. Man living as God
recreated him to live is in his natural
environment. Since man is out of his
natural environment when he is

outside of Christ, he is just like a fish
flopping around, trying to find his
real place.
People drink alcohol because
what they are really trying to do is
satisfy the thirst for God that is in
them. When God created Adam, He
breathed the breath of life into him,
and Adam became a living soul.
God put a part of Himself in Adam,
and now that part is in each of us.
That part of us is crying out to God,
and without a knowledge of the
Truth men and women turn to alcohol, drugs, and other vices. Without
God men never will be satisfied.
They constantly try to please the
part that is crying out to God. Nothing in this world can satisfy the soul
of man but God.
When I married my wife, I did
not have much of anything. I was

only twenty years of age and just
getting started in life. I did not have
a lot going for me, and there were
other guys that she could have
chosen. What made me feel really
good about my wife was that she
turned away from those other guys
with their fancy cars, their fancy
clothes, and their wads of money
and said, "I want you." When a
sinner turns away from everything
this world has to offer and turns to
God, God knows that person is in
love with Him, and that makes Him
feel good. You can be saved by turning away from sin and turning to
God.
Look at what sin has done. Sin
has caused wars with children being
killed. Some people want to blame
God for that. However, God has
done everything He can do to bring

man to Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ
causes people to be at peace with
one another. They do not have a
reason to kill anymore. God made
them free, moral agents. Sin causes
people to stay away from God, and
sin causes them to do ungodly
things and hurt God. He is not going
to put up with it much longer. We
are living in the last of the last days.
God is getting fed up with how men
are treating one another. They are
glorifying sin and rejecting His Son.
God is going to put an end to it, and
if you are not ready to go, your end
will be most miserable. The solution
is to turn your back on sin and come
to Jesus. May God bless you.
(Com pact D isc TR-328M )

Understanding God's Plans
I was passing through a certain city some years ago and stopped to eat in a restaurant. My
attention was called to a slice of watermelon, and I ordered and ate it. I was so pleased with the
melon that I asked the waiter to dry some of the seeds so that I might take them home and plant
them in my garden. That night a thought came into my mind: I will use that watermelon as an
illustration.
The next morning when I reached my destination, I had enough seeds weighed to find out that
it would take about five thousand watermelon seeds to weigh a pound, and I estimated that the
watermelon weighed about forty pounds. Then I applied mathematics to the watermelon. A few
weeks before, someone had planted a little seed in the ground. Under the influence of sunshine and
showers, that little watermelon seed had taken off its coat and gone to work. It had gathered from
somewhere 200,000 times its weight through a tiny stem and built a watermelon. On the outside, it
had put a covering of green, within that a rind of white, and within that a core of red, and then it
scattered through the red, little seeds, each capable of doing the same work over again.
What Architect drew the plan? Where did that little watermelon seed get its tremendous strength?
Where did it find its flavoring extract and its coloring matter? How did it build a watermelon? Until
you can explain a watermelon, do not be too sure that you can set limits to the power of the
Almighty or tell just what He would do or how He would do it. The most learned man in the world
cannot explain a watermelon, but the most ignorant man can eat a watermelon and enjoy it.
God has given us the things that we need, and He has given us the knowledge necessary to use
those things, and the truth that He has revealed to us in it is finitely more important for our welfare
than it would be to understand the mysteries that He has seen fit to conceal to us.
So with religion: if you ask me if I can understand everything in the Bible, I answer no. I understand
some things today that I did not understand ten years ago, but if I live ten years longer, I hope some
things will be clearer that are now obscure. But there is something more important than
understanding everything in the Bible, and it is this: if we will only live up to the things we do
understand, we shall not have to worry about the things we do not understand.
Selected
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The Burnt
Composition

"There! It is finished, Mamma!
Will you read it over now and see if
it is correct?"
Mrs. Carter looked up from her
sewing at her little girl's eager,
flushed face, smiling at her earnestness.
"Let me see, dear," she said,
taking the papers in her own hand.
"It looks very neat."
"There is not one blot or
erasure," said Nettie. "If the spelling
and grammar are right, I think my
chance for a prize is as good as anyone's. Mr. Mason said he would give
prizes for all the correct compositions, though the writing desk is for
the best one in every way. I don't
think I shall get that, Mamma. We
all think Hattie Ross will have that,
if she is only careful about her blots.
She does write so beautifully, only
she will blot and smear badly. I
guess she will be neat this time,
though. The desk is such a beauty,
with a silver plate for the name of
the winner. If I can get one of the
books for correct composition, I will
be satisfied."
"I think you will get one,
Nettie," said her mother, after carefully reading the composition. "This
is correct, well expressed, and very
neat."
"Now, Mamma, will you tie it
with the ribbons for me, and I will
put it away."
The precious manuscript being
tied nicely with crisp, dainty ribbons, Nettie put it carefully in her
desk, with a long sigh of relief. It
had been a very difficult task for the
14

little twelve-year-old girl to complete a correct and neat composition.
She was not fond of writing, had
worked hard to put her ideas into
words, and found it quite as hard to
keep her sheet clean. So it was quite
a triumph when the work was really
completed, entirely alone, and had
been pronounced worthy of a place
among the prize compositions.
The little girl was still in the
room where she and her sisters studied, when Amy, her cousin, nearly
her own age, came in, flushed and
tearful.
"Is your composition ready?" she
asked.
"Yes, and Mamma says it will
do."
"Then you can help me with
mine. I have tried and tried, and I
can't write one."
"But, Amy, if I help you, you
can't try for a prize. You know that
Mr. Mason said we must not have
any help, even from our parents."
"Your Mamma helped you."
"No, not one bit. She only read it
when it was finished."
"But you will help me, Nettie.
Nobody will ever know."
"But it will not be honorable."
Amy would not listen, however,
to her cousin. She coaxed a long
time, making it very hard for
tenderhearted, good-natured little
Nettie to refuse the request. She
loved Amy very dearly, and it was
her constant habit to assist her with
all her lessons and exercises. Only
the fact that it would be a dishonorable trick upon their teacher kept
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her from yielding now. As hard as it
was for her, she refused upon that
plea.
Then Amy grew angry, taunted
her with jealously, selfishness, and
miserably mean motives, that
Nettie felt were untrue and unjust.
Working herself into a fury, Amy
suddenly seized the precious
manuscript her cousin had just
completed, and tossed it upon the
red coals of the open grate.
"If you won't help me to a prize,
you shall not have one yourself," she
cried.
"Oh, Amy!"
The cry was too late to save the
treasure. Already it was curling up
in the fierce heat, and a bright blaze
was in a few moments all that was
left of the work of many play hours.
As the flame died away in a
black mass, both children stood very
still, looking at the destruction one
passionate moment had made. Already Amy was sorry, for her tempests of temper never lasted long,
and she hoped Nettie would scold
and cry, as she would have done,
and then "make up." But Nettie's
grief was too deep for anger. She did
not speak after the first cry, but
went silently from the room to lock
herself in her own bedroom, and sat
down for a hearty cry.
Remember, she was but twelve
years old, and had worked very
faithfully for the promised reward.
As the tears ran down her cheeks,
her thoughts were very busy.
"I will never speak to Amy again
or help her with a single lesson. She

h a d no right to burn i t .
I would have helped her with
anything else, but this would have
been wrong. It would have been
cheating to write the composition
for her. I will never forgive her,
never! It was so pretty too! I cannot
have another ready in time—there is
so much to do before examination,
and only one week for all. Oh, dear!
I wonder if Amy feels bad. I should,
I know. I hope she does. Do I? Is this
Christian forgiveness? Only one
month since I resolved never to be
bitter again, to conquer my temper,
and try to be a really true Christian,
like Mamma. Now I am revengeful,
unforgiving, and wicked. What shall
I do? I can't forgive Amy. I can't."
So her thoughts ran, now
blaming Amy, now herself, the tears
flowing fast all the time. At last the
little girl, tired of crying, knelt down
and prayed very softly. Her sweet
face was very earnest as she whispered, "As You have forgiven my
trespasses, help me to forgive those
who trespass against me. I will
forgive Amy. Help me, Heavenly
Father, to forgive her as You have
forgiven all my sins."
In the meantime, a very
unhappy, penitent little girl was
walking slowly homeward. Amy
would have given all her own hard
study for the other prizes if she
could have restored the burnt
composition. Her conscience was
very sore. She know that Nettie was
right in refusing her request, and
she knew that in every way she had

been wrong—wrong in asking for
help, wrong in getting angry, and
oh! how very, very wrong in taking
such a wicked revenge for Nettie's
refusal! She thought of the many
hours Nettie had spent trying to
help her in her studies, of the many
times her cousin had given up a
pleasant walk or ride to aid her in a
difficult sum or exercise, and before
she reached home, Amy was quite
as sorry and felt quite as guilty and
mean as Nettie could have wished
her had she been ever so revengeful.
The next morning, after Nettie
had started for school, Mrs. Carter
was surprised to see Amy, with a
grieved face, standing before her.
"Aunt Mary," she said, trying
not to cry, "did Nettie tell you about
the composition?"
"Yes," Mrs. Carter said very
gravely.
"Do you think she will forgive
me, if I try to make up the loss, Aunt
Mary? I am so sorry."
"I don't think the loss can be
made up, Amy."
"I have tried to make it right,
Aunt Mary. It was very hard to do,
but I went to Mr. Mason this
morning, and told him the whole
story. He says if you will send him a
note saying the composition was
correct and neat, he will consider it
the same as if he saw it himself. Oh,
Aunt Mary, please do! I am so
miserable."
Mrs. Carter pressed a warm kiss
upon the penitent little face.
"If you always atone for a fault

so nobly as this, Amy," she said
kindly, "you will not feel miserable
long. It will be a lesson for you and
help you to check the hasty temper
that gets you into so much trouble. I
will write the note to Mr. Mason
now."
The note was soon ready, and
Amy took it gratefully.
"Will Nettie forgive me now,
Aunt Mary?"
"Nettie forgave you fully and
freely before she slept, Amy."
"I wonder if I could be so good
as that?" Amy said tearfully. "I am
sure I can never be ugly to Nettie
again."
When the examination day
came, Mr. Mason handed each of the
cousins a small pocket Bible.
"Yours," Mr. Mason said to the
wondering Amy, "is to prove to you
how much I appreciate the penitence that acknowledges a fault at
once and tries to make amendment.
Nettie earned a reward by her hard
study, and she holds it in her hand;
but above all study, I prize the
Christian kindness and forgiveness
that kept her silent when I asked for
her composition, rather than tell me
how it was destroyed."
I have told you this story, dear
reader, because it is true, every
word of it, and proves how truly the
power of prayer and principle will
aid us in atoning for faults and
forgiving our enemies.
Selected

The measure of a person's
real character is what he would do if
he knew he would never be found out.
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Exodus 34:1 And the LORD said
unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of
stone like unto the first: and I will write
upon these tables the words that were in
the first tables, which thou brakest.
2 And be ready in the morning, and
come up in the morning unto mount
Sinai, and present thyself there to me in
the top of the mount.
3 And no man shall come up with
thee, neither let any man be seen
throughout all the mount; neither let the
flocks nor herds feed before that mount.
4 And he hewed two tables of stone
like unto the first; and Moses rose up
early in the morning, and went up unto
mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand the
two tables of stone.
5 And the LORD descended in the
cloud, and stood with him there, and

proclaimed the name of the LORD.
6 And the LORD passed by before
him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The
LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness
and truth,
7 Keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin, and that will by no means clear
the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children, and upon the
children's children, unto the third and
to the fourth generation.
8 And Moses made haste, and
bowed his head toward the earth, and
worshipped.
9 And he said, If now I have found
grace in thy sight, O Lord, let my Lord,
I pray thee, go among us; for it is a
stiffnecked people; and pardon our
iniquity and our sin, and take us for

thine inheritance.
10 And he said, Behold, I make a
covenant: before all thy people I will do
marvels, such as have not been done in
all the earth, nor in any nation: and all
the people among which thou art shall
see the work of the LORD for it is a
terrible thing that I will do with thee.
11 Observe thou that which I
command thee this day.
27 And the LORD said unto Moses,
Write thou these words: for after the
tenor of these words I have made a
covenant with thee and with Israel.
28 And he was there with the LORD
forty days and forty nights; he did
neither eat bread, nor drink water. And
he wrote upon the tables the words of
the covenant, the ten commandments.

Brother Richard Talbot
Stay With the Tenor
of God's Words
In Exodus, Chapter 34,verses 1017 begin with the idea of the keeping of the various feasts. In verses
18-20 is the Feast of the Unleavened
Bread and various offerings made.
Verse 21 talks about the day of rest;
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verse 22, the Feast of Weeks; verses
23-26, the requirement of meeting
before the Lord three times a year.
In verse 27 and on down through,
we read of the various things that
God had instructed Moses.
I want to speak to you about the
tenor of the Word of God. I trust the
Lord will help you to understand
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what He was telling Moses. In essence, the Lord was saying to Moses:
"Do you get the drift?" The word
tenor means, "the drift of something
spoken or written." So the Lord was
saying: "Do you understand what I
am telling you? Do you get the drift
of My line of thinking? Do you comprehend what I am saying to you?"

The Lord began to tell Moses to
write "after the tenor of these
words."
I want you to fully understand
how the words of our Lord become
ever expanding and are able to fill
the whole earth and meet the needs
of every culture, every society, and
every nationality for all the ages,
until time shall be no more. The
Word of God is a living Word; it is a
powerful Word. It is suited for every
situation, every generation, and
every group of people. You can
preach the Word of God anywhere
the world over, and it will meet the
needs of those people. The Word of
God does not need to be compromised or rewritten. It does not need
to be expanded upon in the sense of
adding to it or taking away from it.
If you will stay with the tenor of
God's words, or the line of God's
thinking, the Word will meet every
situation that you could come in
contact with. I want you to realize
that when God began explaining to
Moses, He expressed, as our Scripture text reads, ". . . for after the
tenor of these words I have made a
covenant . . . with Israel."
John said in John 21:25, "And
there are also many other things
which Jesus did, the which, if they
should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could
not contain the books that should be
written." If God began to write
down every single thing that He
intended for people of all ages to do,
it would be a book so big that you
could not even carry it around.
Instead, He gave us the general
principle of things to live by.
The word tenor refers to the
thought of "purport or substance,
a continuous, unwavering course;
a course of thought or argument
running through something written
or spoken; the general sense of
something; the exact meaning
throughout your wording of the
doctrine as distinct from its effect;
an exact copy of a document; the
highest natural adult male singing
voice." Now, I am not talking about
a tenor part in singing, but I am

talking about the tenor of God's will;
the line of natural thinking.
In dealing with the children of
Israel, God set a standard of operation, of government, and of His will
and purpose for the people of God,
from Moses' day to all subsequent
generations, even to and including
our day and age. God has established a system of rule and of
government. We are living in an age
when many people have fallen into
the trap of "Let's just love Jesus."
There is more to Jesus than just
loving Him. In John 14:15 Jesus said,
"If ye love me, keep my commandments." Those who are moving in
that direction are putting away the
commandments of the Lord and
telling people: "All you need to do is
love Jesus. If you are saved, and if
you love Jesus and I love Jesus, you
can do your thing, and I can do my
thing. We will just accept everybody
and everything."
The problem with that idea is
this: God never did operate that
way. If He were to do that, you
would not even need a pastor. All
you would need would be preachers. You may say, "I didn't know
there was any difference." There
certainly is. There is a big difference
between a man called to be a pastor
and a man just called to preach. A
pastor might have many helpers in
his congregation, and he might even
have several preachers in the
congregation, but there is only one
pastor.
A pastor has the Biblical authority to get into your sandbox, so to
speak, and preach things that he
knows you need to hear, but there
are some things that preachers are
not supposed to get involved with.
A layman in the congregation is not
called of God to straighten out the
rest of the congregation. That is a
pastor's job. I did not like it when
my older sister tried to correct me. It
did not go well. There is only one
boss in a congregation, and that is
the pastor. He is the overseer; he is
the supervisor, or the manager. He
is the one responsible for the congregation. Is that not sweet? It is if you
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are in line with the Lord, but if you
should get a little crossways, it will
not be so sweet to you anymore.
The Church of God is in a very
dangerous time with human reasoning. It is a time when men think they
have come up with better ways of
working the works of God than God
has. They have the idea that they are
doing away with legalism, but in
reality they are doing away with the
principles of holiness and righteousness. They do not want to line up
with the tenor of the words of
Christ. His plan, seen throughout all
ages of time, has not changed in our
day, no matter what the reasons
may be that others use to promote
change. Many people have gone into
apostasy, and leaders have failed to
uphold the boundaries of holiness
and righteousness.
I want to say this: congregational problems give no reason to
change the tenor of God's Word.
Pastor, if you think you have to
change the tenor of God's Word to
satisfy and calm down some people,
you will get in trouble if you begin
that process. You need to hold to the
tenor of God's Word whether people
like it or not. God's Word is the most
important thing. You need to hold to
it with all your heart, soul, and
mind.
Our Benchmark in This Life
In Deuteronomy, Chapter 31,
when Moses was about ready to
step over into eternity, he was instructed to call for Joshua. Moses
had written the Law and delivered
it to the priest with the command
that at the end of every seven years,
all of Israel was to appear before the
Lord, and the priest was to read the
Law before all the people—the men,
the women, the children, and the
strangers—so that they could hear,
learn, fear, and observe as long as
they lived. God was serious about
getting His Word to the people. He
was concerned about the children
hearing the Word. Parent, you need
to prepare to teach the Word to the
children as they come along.
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The word circumspect or circumspectly is used two times in the
Scriptures. One time was by the
Apostle Paul in Ephesians 5:15-16:
"See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
Redeeming the time, because the
days are evil." The other time was
by Moses in Exodus 23:13, where
Moses said, "And in all things that I
have said unto you be circumspect
[be cautious, prudent, watchful]."
You must follow "the tenor of these
words." God has always set a man
before His people as a leader. That
has not changed in this day and age,
yet we each are to be led by the
Spirit of God. God has a certain
tenor to fit that leading.
The Holy Spirit will tell you,
"You ought to be subject to the man
of God." This has been the tenor of
God's will, beginning with Joshua,
who was the first man appointed as
a shepherd to Israel. We find the
tenor of God's will establishing the
lines of divine principle for the
duration of time on this earth. These
involve God's will for His children
to follow the lines of holiness, to
strive for and achieve inward and
outward perfection. To endeavor
to establish God as the benchmark
of our lives and to live a life separated from the world around us, we
must have a benchmark, or a
measurement.
I am not in the construction
business, but I have seen people
build and use benchmarks. I remember when we were building our
church building, a couple of brethren used a transit to take measurements, and they had a laser beam
going one way and another one
going the other way. They were
lining it up and had papers out to
do some figuring, and they finally
figured out the benchmark; then
every measurement was taken from
that point, and that became their
benchmark.
Jesus is our benchmark, and
every nation, country, people, and
nationality the world over must
take their measurement from Him.
He is the measuring point. A bench18

mark is "a standard by which something can be measured or judged;
a surveyor's mark made on a
stationary object of a previously
determined position and elevation
and used as a reference point in
observations and surveys; to measure another's work, life, or success
according to a certain set of specified standards in order to compare it
and improve one's own life."
Mark the Faithful as Examples
The Psalmist said in Psalm
37:37, "Mark the perfect man, and
behold the upright: for the end of
that man is peace." Paul said in
Philippians 3:17 to "mark them
which walk so as ye have us for an
ensample." Some people in the congregations have proven faithful and
true and have stood true to God
through the tests of life and the
problems and trials of life. You can
count on them to be faithful. Paul
said you can mark them and use
them as an example for your life.
By our benchmark, the tenor or
the drift or the thinking of God is
given to us for all generations. The
thought process of God is brought
down to earth by Jesus Christ to
establish the principles of righteousness and holiness. Now, this may
not always be written in black and
white. Years ago when I first started
pastoring, we ran into that idea once
in a while. Someone would say,
"The Bible doesn't say that exactly."
Nevertheless, the principle is there.
Today it seems that the idea of "I
want to see it in black and white" is
on every hand. There is a tenor of
thought that comes all the way
down from the throne of God to set
before the people. God has a
thought process of His will, His
intention, and His desire, to which
spiritual men and women are
drawn. We love the Word of God,
and we love the tenor of His
thoughts. We are striving toward
more holy living, not less holy living.
We are not striving for greater freedom for the flesh, but we want more
freedom in the Spirit to worship
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God aright and to be true and
faithful to Him.
In 1 John 2:15 we have nothing
written in black and white in this
Scripture to teach us in detail concerning what "Love not the world"
means, but one could branch out on
that and write volumes. Not loving
the world carries the tenor of holiness, righteousness, and godliness.
You should let that be your benchmark in your feelings toward worldly things.
Some people say, "Well, I don't
know about this or that" or "I don't
like this" or "You didn't really say I
couldn't do that." That is much like
childish behavior. The thing that
comes to my mind is taking out the
garbage. When I was a child, my
mother would say, "Take the garbage out." Sometimes there would
be papers lying on the floor around
the garbage can, so I would pick up
the garbage bag, tie it, and take it
out. When I returned, she would
say, "Richard, why didn't you pick
up the trash lying on the floor?"
"You didn't tell me to, Mom," I
replied. "You didn't say I had to do
that. I did what you told me." I
thought, "How can she whip me for
that?" But she did.
She said, "You knew what I
meant."
"Mom, I did exactly what you
said."
She was expecting me to follow
the tenor of her thinking. Oh, how
many times people get into that line
of thinking. The Lord wants people
who are deeply in love with Him,
with holiness, and with righteousness, who will even go beyond the
required limits.
There is nothing in the Scriptures that instructs explicitly concerning smoking, taking drugs, or
alcohol consumption. The Bible does
not specifically label those things,
but I remember Brother Emerson
Wilson using an example years ago
concerning tobacco. He said: "Can
you imagine some of those old
Arabs sitting around a campfire and
reading some old parchments that
said, 'Thou shalt not smoke Camels'?

They would have scratched their
heads and wondered, 'What does
that mean? Well, we had better
move these camels farther away
from the fire or they are going to get
smoked.'" If the Lord had put that in
the Scriptures, He would have had
to include a statement to clarify it,
such as, "This is for the nineteenth
century generation."
You see, it is impossible to print
everything in black and white, but
the tenor of God's will is seen
through it all. Those who are spiritually minded have never had any
trouble seeing that. I know of some
men who were saved in false religion, and they had smoked all their
lives. The moment they got saved,
they were delivered from cigarettes
and stopped smoking, but they did
not even hear any preaching against
tobacco. God convicted them of it,
yet their pastors and others smoked,
so they went back and picked up the
cigarettes again. The tenor of God's
will is easy to see if your spirit is in
agreement with God.
Nothing explicit is recorded in
the Scriptures in black and white
concerning courtship or how to win
a girl's heart. There is no set of rules,
but the tenor of God's will of holiness, proper behavior, and godly
conduct will guide you and direct
you. We have the tenor of God's
Word, and the gist of it all is the
principle of holiness. You must beware of ideology or human reasoning. You should beware of anyone
trying to influence you to break with
the tenor of God's Word.
Adhering to Spiritual Principles
Paul wrote in Galatians 1:6-7: "I
marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another gospel:
Which is not another; but there be
some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ." Yes,
you might have friends, possibly
good friends, or even your companion, who disagrees on some of these
things. That one may want to pull
you away from the tenor of God's

Word and His meaning. There may
be some people around to trouble
you, to tempt you, to reason with
you, and to try to get you to think
that what the pastor preached is not
practical or that it is unreasonable.
Someone may say to you, "That does
not really fit our day and age." A
little group may form in a congregation and complain that certain
things do not sit well with them.
They are gripers and complainers.
Are you one of them? You must
beware of people who trouble you
about spiritual things and who try
to take you away from that stringent
line of righteousness and holiness.
Paul said in Galatians 1:8-9: "But
though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed. As
we said before, so say I now again, If
any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received,
let him be accursed."
Some people may say, "That's
nothing but a tradition." I am not
ready to throw overboard the
Church of God traditions that are
based in the Scripture and that
follow the tenor of God's Word.
Look at the lives of those who have
thrown them aside. They are no
different from any other sectarian
organization or the world around
them. Some traditions must be kept.
The Apostle Paul stated in
2 Thessalonians 2:15, "Therefore,
brethren, stand fast, and hold the
traditions which ye have been
taught, whether by word, or our
epistle." Can you imagine a pastor
preaching that to his people today?
"You hold fast to the traditions that
I have taught you, whether by the
Word or by the letters that I have
written to you." Today that would
not go over too well, would it? The
Apostle Paul laid out Truth before
the morning-time church and said,
"You had better hold to those things
that we have taught you." When the
people started setting aside some
things, they went into great
apostasy.
The tenor of God's will is seen
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throughout the entire Bible. We
must adhere to any tradition that
has its basis in scriptural principle.
Paul said in 2 Thessalonians 3:6,
"Now we command you, brethren,
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye withdraw yourselves from
every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition
which he received of us." Also, he
wrote in 1 Corinthians 11:2, "Now I
praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the
ordinances [and that is better translated traditions], as I delivered them
to you."
Paul spoke different times of
things that he had no direct words
from the Scriptures on which to base
his thoughts, but he said he felt that
he had the Spirit of Christ on those
matters. What was he doing? He
was giving advice to people following the tenor of God's Word. In 1
Corinthians 7:40 when he was questioned about a woman remarrying,
he said, "But she is happier if she so
abide, after my judgment: and I
think also that I have the Spirit of
God." He was telling them what he
thought the Spirit of God would
have them do. He did not have anything to base that on scripturally,
but God inspired him with the tenor
of His Word according to his time
and the situation in which they were
living. It was better for that woman
not to remarry. He said, "I think I
have the mind of Christ, or the Spirit
of God about this."
God's Divine Plan
Another time Paul said this in
2 Corinthians 8:8-11: "I speak not by
commandment, but by occasion of
the forwardness of others, and to
prove the sincerity of your love. For
ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that, though he was rich, yet
for your sakes he became poor, that
ye through his poverty might be
rich. And herein I give my advice:
for this is expedient for you, who
have begun before, not only to do,
but also to be forward a year ago.
Now therefore perform the doing of
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it; that as there was a readiness to
will, so there may be a performance
also out of that which ye have."
There the Apostle Paul spoke
not by commandment, but the
occasion required him to make a
statement. At times in a congregation there are occasions that are
going to cause the pastor to have to
take a stand on some things, based
on the tenor of things. He is there as
God's man to give the people God's
direction and God's line of thinking
on things.
So many people are continually
attempting to improve on God's
plan. We find people changing
everything that seems to get in their
way to make room for what they
think would be better management,
but in God's plan of perfection, the
home should still consist of one man
and one woman—a husband and a
wife. The two should come together
as one to conceive and have children
together and to raise those children
as a team. The children are not just
the wife's responsibility, but they
are the responsibility of the husband
as well. There is nothing wrong with
the husband carrying a diaper bag.
It is good for a man to help his wife
with the children. They are a team
working together.
God still intends marriage to be
a sacred union between a man and a
woman. If there were no Scriptures
to deal with homosexuals or sodomites, the tenor of God's will would
teach against that, but we have
Scripture for that. We have a Bible
full of it, beginning in the Old Testament all the way up through the
New Testament. This was one thing
that God did not leave out; he specified how a man and a woman ought
to come together. Also, He specified
that a man with a man is unnatural
and out of the order of God. He did
not leave that to man's own thinking; He put it in black and white.
We do not need to elaborate on
these things and go into detail to
explain how our government and
our school systems are forcing, by
federal guidelines, changes to all of
God's plans. Children are being
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taught in kindergarten, or possibly
even in some preschools, that the
roles of the father and the mother
are mixed up, and Mommy can do
Daddy's work and Daddy can do
Mommy's work. What are they doing? They are twisting the Word of
God. They are promoting careers for
the sisters. God's Word still teaches
that the wife needs to be a keeper at
home. When she has children especially, she needs to be a keeper at
home and raise those children to the
glory of God. That is God's will. You
do not hear much of that preached
anymore, but it is still the plan of
God.
Stay in the Ship of Zion
When it comes to serving God,
many people feel they can do it
without really adhering to His
Word, partly because the rules of
our land, our homes, and our discipline have come under attack today.
We have to be discreet and use wisdom, but we can still raise our children according to the Scriptures if
we will let God guide us and direct
us. The rod is still an important part
of raising children.
Some people feel they can do
better without attending the church
services. Even though the Word of
God establishes this in God's perfect
plan, they say, "I can get more from
God by staying home and just reading my Bible." No, you cannot, not
when you have a true place of worship where you can attend. You
cannot sidestep the Word of God
and prosper with God. Many people
allow excuses to keep them from
following God's perfect plan. Some
people use problems or situations
that they know about to justify their
failure not to do some things. That is
no reason to stay home and neglect
the worship services. God did not
give you an excuse to stay home.
The church, as a whole, is still
healthy and strong. The Church of
God is still Zion. The Church of God
is not going down. It has been
through some storms, but if you will
stay inside the old ship of Zion, God
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will take you through safely. We are
living in such a time of insecurity,
and people are so quick to make
moves. They need to stop and
consider their eternity-bound souls.
The church is yet secure and safe
from danger. The church is moving
onward and upward. If you are
troubled by problems and situations
that the devil has used, you need to
realize that it is important for you to
get right with God regardless of the
problems that may be around you.
You need to get on board the old
ship of Zion. Her hull may be battered and worn, but she is a beautiful sight, sailing through the ocean
of time. God has not abandoned her!
He still rides as her Captain. God
has a perfect plan for each of us.
Satan is out to distort that in such a
manner that many times it is hard to
see, but God's way is best, and it is
the only way to Heaven; it is the
only plan that offers contentment in
your soul.
When Paul was on a vessel
traveling to Rome, in Acts, Chapter
27, a terrible storm arose. In the
midst of the storm, the sailors became fearful and began to throw
things overboard to try to save the
ship. They threw cargo overboard,
and then they began to cut off parts
of the ship and threw those parts
overboard.
When people get in the storms
of life, some of the first things the
devil has them do is start throwing
things away that concern their holiness and righteousness. Even many
pastors have come to stormy situations and said, "I have decided that
I will no longer preach that message.
People don't want to hear it, and I
am tired of fussing with them about
it, so I am going to lay aside that
part of the message. I don't think it
is important enough to fool with. I
feel that if I loosen things up a little,
I can get more people into the services." It is still God's Word! The
desire to grow becomes greater than
the desire to adhere to the tenor of
God's Word.
Outward standards seem to be
the first to go, and among them,

usually the hair standard is one of
the first ones to be thrown overboard. When I was growing up, I
was always taught that men should
keep the hair off the ears and off the
back of the collar and that we
should not identify with the world
in any way. Then worldly men began to grow their hair down over
their ears, and it was not long until
that hair style started to creep in.
The church is not to identify with
the world.
The sisters' hair should be
beautiful, long, and godly looking,
but over the years it began to be a
constant struggle and a battle with
some, a contentious thing. If you
think about the tenor of God's will,
you will see that God wants you to
look holy and godly. He does not
want you to add on. "My fingernails
are splitting, so I will buy some of
those plastic ones and glue them
on." God does not want you to have
fake fingernails. If all you have is
old, ugly fingernails, then raise your
hand to the glory of God. He did not
intend for you to paint them. If He
did, He would have made you with
paint on them, and then you would
have scraped it off. That is the way
people are; that is human nature.
If God had made you with red
fingernails, you would not have
liked it.
The true Church of God teaches
against adornment. Fingernail polish is adornment. Earrings, finger
rings, nose rings, and belly button
rings are also adornment, for men
and women alike. What about clear
fingernail polish? There is no color
to it, but it surely does sparkle and
gleam. If they could make a clear
fingernail polish that was dull, so
that you could put it on and never
know it was there, but it would still
help your fingernails to be healthy,
no one would ever put it on.
The Law of Holiness
God's tenor is holiness. The
tenor of the law of holiness carries
through the entire life. Everything
does not need to be written in black

and white to those who truly love
God. To the true child of God, just
understanding the tenor of God's
will is all he or she needs to know.
One time a sister said, "If that's what
the church teaches, that's what I
want to do, because I love God."
That is a wonderful spirit to have.
Sometimes people fall out with
the pastor, not knowing that when
they do so, they fall out with God as
well. God has set the man of God in
his place to preach and to guide the
flock according to the tenor of His
holy will. From the earliest of recorded history, all the way through
the New Testament times, there are
several things that carry the tenor of
God's thinking. One of the most
prominent is the principle of holy
living. To live holy is to separate
ourselves from all sinful influences
and devices of evil and to shun the
practices of the heathen. We should
not learn their ways or give our
children to them. Also, we should
not take their children to ours in
marriage. We must live our lives to
the glory and honor of the Lord.
Solomon wrote that preachers
are to expound on the Word of God,
search the Scriptures, and come
before the people with sound, solid
principles of Truth, as a nail secured
in a sacred place. Ecclesiastes 12:9
states, "And moreover, because the
preacher was wise, he still taught
the people knowledge; yea, he gave
good heed, and sought out, and
set in order many proverbs." The
preacher's job is to seek out
acceptable words.
The Lord never changed His
method of presentation. From the
beginning of Moses until now, He
expects honest-hearted, saved men
and women to seek His will. Do you
get the drift? God wants you to
bring yourself into subjection to His
will.
A word that comes under the
tenor of God's will is modesty. Modesty dictates that a garment is long
enough so that when a sister sits
down, she does not have to feel embarrassed when a man enters the
room. Your dress ought to cover
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you. It must be high enough at the
neckline so that when you bend
over, nothing is revealed. Sleeves
ought to be long enough that they
do not show your underarms. A
godly woman will adhere to the
standard of modesty and have
shamefacedness. You should not
dress to draw attention to yourself.
Those things that pertain to a
man or a woman need to stay on a
man or a woman. Sister, anything
that you wear that enables you to be
more "manly" is not "womanly." You
should not wear clothing that is too
tight for you. Sweaters should not fit
too snugly. Men should not wear
shirts or jeans that are too tight. This
is the tenor of God's will. You
should not want to play around the
edge. I like to get over into the
middle of God's will and live there.
The Church of God has always
preached against the television.
Now we have the Internet, computers, and all kinds of gadgets. We are
living in a technological age when
you have to get to the tenor of God's
will to guide you in all that the
world has out there. Things can be
abused and misused, but you must
stick to the tenor of God's will. You
are not going to get rid of the computer, and the Internet is not going
to go away. It is an integral part of
our society now. Children are learning to use the Internet in elementary
schools to do research, but we have
to hold the tenor of God's will.
So many things can press you,
damage your soul, and rob you of
spirituality if you do not have strong
discipline to say no to the flesh: "No,
I will not go that far. I will not get
involved in that." Then you must
stick to the tenor of God's will. Are
you living according to the tenor of
God's will? Is your life in line with
holiness and righteousness? I trust
that God will help you to pay close
heed to the purpose of His intents.
(Com pact D isc TR-480M )

21

Isaiah 1:1 The vision of Isaiah the
son of Amoz, which he saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem in the days of
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,

kings of Judah.
2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear,
O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I
have nourished and brought up chil-

dren, and they have rebelled against me.
3 The ox knoweth his owner, and
the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth
not know, my people doth not consider.

Brother Esau Brooks
Having a True Vision
Today sometimes we hear
people talking about the many
things they are considering. No
doubt, you have things that you
have been considering, but is God a
part of what you are considering?
The Scripture text tells us that Isaiah
saw a vision concerning Judah and
Jerusalem. Jerusalem represents the
city of God, and the Old Testament
city was a type of the church today.
Judah was the tribe of Israel from
which came our Lord Jesus (Hebrews 7:14), and He is called "the
Lion of the tribe of Judah" in Revelation 5:5. These two very important
segments of the literal nation of
Israel were in the vision that Isaiah
saw. I pray that God will give the
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same vision to all His people. One
lack today among many individuals
is a vision. The wise man said in
Proverbs 29:18, "Where there is no
vision, the people perish."
The vision came to Isaiah at a
time when some great kings were
ruling in Israel. Hezekiah was a
great king. If you study his life, you
will marvel to see how a man who
was facing those conditions and
circumstances was able to overcome
the odds that were against him, but
with God's help he did it. It was
sometime during the reign of these
kings that the Prophet Isaiah received the vision concerning Judah
and Jerusalem.
We need more people today
who can get a vision of the true
church and of the people of God.
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Having the right vision will enable
you to survive the conditions taking
place on the face of the earth today.
We are in a very, very serious time,
friend. Thank God, there are still
places where you can go to have
your soul refreshed.
As you look around and see
conditions prevailing on every
hand, it takes the grace of God to
look beyond them, but I thank God
for a vision. Like the great Apostle
Paul, I can say that I was not and I
am not disobedient to that heavenly
vision. Many are floundering because of the various conditions surrounding them, but despite those
conditions, you can be an overcomer.
God was calling out in the
vision to Isaiah, "Hear, O heavens

[those who dwell in the heavenly
places], and give ear, O earth [those
who are burdened down with earthly cares]." Today God is saying to us,
"Give ear." Why? The Lord has a
message for our generation. Young
person, you are included. He is stating His disappointment in the state
of affairs, as it was in the days of
these kings. In verse 2 we read, "For
the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished [or taken good care of] and
brought up children." The way we
are is the result of the upbringing
we had physically and spiritually,
but many people are no longer true
to their upbringing. They have
abandoned the teachings that they
had.
Rebellion Against God
I want to help you and
encourage you in your time of
trouble. God said, "I have nourished." Once in a while, it is good to
look back and see what God has
done for you. One songwriter wrote,
"The Lord has been so good to me."
You may live in a very blessed
place. Down through the years, God
has honored, favored, and poured
out Himself upon His people, but
sadly, as it was in the days of Isaiah,
so it is today. Many people are not
true to their upbringing.
Look at the division that exists
today. Many people once had unity,
and there are yet many who have it,
but it is not enough. They had a
vision of the church, but many
people have cast it away, turned it
down, rejected it, trampled it under
their feet, and rebelled against God.
If there is one thing that is wrong
with people today, it is rebellion
against God and against the standard that God requires His people
to maintain. Many people have
rebellion in their hearts against the
training that they once had.
Truly many pastors can say as
God said, "I have nourished and
brought up children, and they have
rebelled against me." You see, if you
rebel against God's ministry, you are
rebelling against God. If you rebel

against the church, you are rebelling
against God. Many people have
gone the way of Balaam, "who loved
the wages of unrighteousness" (2
Peter 2:15). They are going to perish
as those in the gainsaying of Core,
who led the rebels that rose up
against Moses. God caused the earth
to open up and swallow them because of their rebellion (Numbers
16:1-34).
We are duty-bound by God to
heed the warnings that He sends.
When people fight the ministry, it is
serious, and it is disgusting. If you
have a devilish spirit, you will want
to fight holiness. The devil has never
yet praised the things of God. He is
an adversary, and when people fight
the Truth, they are serving the devil.
God likens people who rebel against
Him to goats. They are not submissive. They are a heartache and a
hindrance to the servants of God.
Look at the comparison God
made between the ox and the people
of Israel's day. The ox, as dumb as it
is, "knoweth his owner." I know a
man who has some cows that he has
trained. All he has to do is stand by
the gate of the pasture and call, and
the cattle come to him. You can train
cows to obey you. You can train
animals to do many things. That is
what makes a circus. It is a demonstration of what animals can be
trained to do.
God told Isaiah in our Scripture
text that the ox "knoweth his owner,
and the ass his master's crib." One
time I saw an old man with a donkey loaded down with bags of coal
that he was peddling. That creature
stopped right in the middle of a
busy thoroughfare and stopped
traffic. The old man and his son beat
on that donkey and pulled on it to
try to get it to move, but it just stood
there. Finally, when it was ready, it
jumped and kicked and carried on
until all the sacks of coal fell off its
back. The donkey scattered the coal
all over the road, and then took off
for home. That is the way of a donkey. It is a dumb animal, but as
dumb as a donkey is, God says it
knows its master's crib; it knows
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where its feeding bin is. There are
people today who do not even know
their master's crib. They are eating
all kinds of spiritual rubbish that
false teachers feed to them.
A Shameful Condition
I see the same vision that Isaiah
saw. He saw Israel and Judah as
children brought up by the Lord.
Being brought up is different. When
one is brought up, he has not been
left to himself. The Bible says in
Proverbs 29:15 that "a child left to
himself bringeth his mother to
shame." The reason there is so much
shame today is that people have
been left to themselves. Therefore,
they do not want to be instructed in
anything. They do not want to be
shown how to live right.
The Lord wants His ministers, at
every opportunity, to tell people
that He has nourished them and
brought them up, and He is disappointed that they are rebelling
against Him. Why are they rebelling? Verse 3 of our Scripture text
tells us, "The ox knoweth his owner,
and the ass his master's crib: but
Israel doth not know, my people
doth not consider." That is the reason they rebel. They do not know or
even consider God. All kinds of
people across this great country
claim to be Church of God who,
because of unbelief and rebellion,
are a shame and a disgrace to the
Church of God.
The Church of God is the only
church that Jesus built, and it is the
only church that is right. Do you
believe in the one church? In Matthew 16:18 Jesus said, "Upon this
rock I will build my church." He did
not say "churches." Once I heard
someone say there are five hundred
churches on the Island of Grand
Cayman. I wanted to say, "Not
churches, ma'am, but religions." Not
everything that has a steeple or a
spire pointing to the sky is dedicated to pointing people to Christ.
God said, "Israel doth not
know." There is danger in being
ignorant and remaining ignorant.
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God has made a way for you to
know the Truth, and you ought to
obey the Truth. Those who know
and obey the Truth are a blessed
people, outstandingly blessed. Each
one needs to dedicate himself or
herself in a greater measure to the
lifting up of the standard of the
Church of God.
There is a need to consider God
more. He has been good to each of
us, just as He was to Judah and Jerusalem. However, like Judah and
Jerusalem, today many people are
proving themselves to be a disappointment to Almighty God. He is
calling on you to give ear to Him.
The condition into which the people
of Israel had fallen was so disappointing, so grievous, and so
shameful. Did you know that there
is more to being Church of God than
just attending a camp meeting now
and then?
Being Submissive
God had given the people of
Israel His best, but in return they
were giving Him their worst. Their
treatment of God was worse than
what He would get from the brute
beasts of the fields or from an ox or
a donkey. The ox knows the submission his owner deserves. You may
say, "You are not going to tell me
that an ox knows that his owner
deserves submission." Surely he
does! That is the reason the ox obeys
his master. When people have God
working in their lives, they will be
submissive to Him.
One should never be able to sit
in a congregation of the Church of
God and remain unsaved. Without
salvation you should not feel contented as the message goes forth.
The nation of Israel was being more
inconsiderate than considerate. They
were more rebellious than submissive. Look at what God had given
them. He gave them His precious
time to bring them up. These words
mean something special. It is proven
that a disciplined child is a happy
child. A disciplined child is a blessing and will save his parents from a
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lot of heartaches and unhappy conditions that he otherwise may fall
into by being undisciplined.
It is no wonder that God was
greatly displeased with Israel. He
was displeased with their reaction to
His goodness toward them. They
had disregarded His Word until
they had become worse than the
animals of the field. Today the same
disrespect is being demonstrated in
people's lives. Saint of God, we have
a mighty long way to go in a very
short time if we are going to turn
this world around. It makes me
wonder when I listen to the news
and hear about these people who
are blowing up themselves and others in order to get even with someone else. If you were to blow yourself up just to get even with someone, what would you gain? Where is
the profit? Those people have been
trained by their religious leaders
that they would be far better off
blowing themselves up in order to
get rid of another segment of people.
Today you can hardly get
people to go across the road to talk
to others about their souls and invite
them to a church service. The
Islamic religion has more devoted
people than Christianity. Dear one,
you need to reconsider how you are
treating God, how you are treating
His church, and how you are treating His ministry. Pastors would
have a greater influence and a greater ability to accomplish more for
God if they had more congregational support.
Have you ever heard the story of
the two men who went fishing and
their boat overturned? One man
could swim, but the other one could
not. The man who could not swim
was beating the water and crying for
help, so his friend reached out to
take hold of him to help him. He
grabbed him by the arm to pull him
up, but it was a wooden arm, and it
came off. He went under, and when
he came back up, his friend reached
out and took hold of him by the hair
to lift him up, but he was wearing a
wig, and it came off. The third time
he came up legs first, and his friend
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grabbed hold of his leg to pull him
up, and that was a wooden leg,
which also came off.
He cried, "Save me!"
His friend said, "I will if you'll
stick together."
God can pull the church through
any situation if the people will stick
together.
The Importance of Obedience
God said that Israel did not
consider how important it was for
them to obey and follow Him. The
same is true today, and saints everywhere need to do something about
it. We need to beware. Look at the
serious indictment that God handed
down to Israel. He "brought up" and
nourished the children. He was calling on them to see the difference
between how He dealt with them
and how they were acting toward
Him. Every young person today
should be consecrated and dedicated to God and His service. Also,
you ought to honor and respect your
godly pastor.
God has chosen to call, to
ordain, and to anoint men to go out
and preach the Gospel. First Corinthians 1:21 says that "it pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe." You should
never allow anything to develop in
your life that would hinder the
Word of God from reaching the lost.
In the days of Joel he said in Joel 2:1,
". . . sound an alarm in my holy
mountain." If we are going to accomplish much for God, we must do
so by allowing God to work through
us in the church. The church is God's
soul-saving station. God still has a
people. It will never get so bad that
there will not be a church. There
will always be the church. Let the
devil howl and kick up all the dust
he wants to kick up. He cannot conquer the church. Praise the Lord!
I love to listen to the song about
the lighthouse, and I trust you know
that the lighthouse is Jesus. If it were
not for Jesus, I do not know where I
would be. Where would you be? We
need a whole lot more of Jesus. May

God help us, by the grace of God, to
reach out and get that need filled.
The trouble with Israel was that they
lacked due consideration to God.
Even though people are doing some
considering today, it is not enough.
David tried to get the people in
his time to realize the importance of
obedience to God. Psalm 50:16-20
reads: "But unto the wicked God
saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou
shouldest take my covenant in thy
mouth? Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind
thee. When thou sawest a thief, then
thou consentedst with him, and hast
been partaker with adulterers. Thou
givest thy mouth to evil, and thy
tongue frameth deceit. Thou sittest
and speakest against thy brother;
thou slanderest thine own mother's
son."
Sometimes people misunderstand ministers when they preach
in this manner, but God said to
"sound an alarm" and to "cry aloud,
spare not . . . show my people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins" (Isaiah 58:1). God
wants the church to be far more
powerful than it is yet. We thank
God for all that is being done, but
we have much more to do. As God's
people, we need to give more consideration to God and what He says.
We must give more consideration to
what He expects from us. Also, we
ought to give more consideration to
how we can glorify Him in a greater
way.
Psalm 50:21-23 states: "These
things hast thou done, and I kept
silence; thou thoughtest that I was
altogether such an one as thyself:
but I will reprove thee, and set them
in order before thine eyes. Now
consider this, ye that forget God, lest
I tear you in pieces, and there be
none to deliver. Whoso offereth
praise glorifieth me: and to him that
ordereth his conversation aright will
I show the salvation of God."
God wants you to consider that.
What will that do? Try it and see. I
am sure that you will be surprised.
Man's greatest mistake today is that

he is able to consider God, yet he
refuses to do it. That is a serious
mistake! God is trying to get people
to consider Him, but instead of
doing this, they are rebelling. Dear
one, I want to encourage you to
serve God faithfully, loyally, and
devotedly. The world needs it. Let
us endeavor, by the grace of God, to
do more than what we have done in
the past. Thank God for every faithful, devoted person, but we need
more to join us so that together we
can make a difference.
Our world is getting into bad
shape. Child of God, you are the
only life-giving force available to
bring about a change. Do not let the
devil make a fool of you or use you
in any way to disappoint God.
Living for the devil is the biggest
disappointment that anyone can
experience. Serving God still pays,
and I would rather be a Christian
than anything else in this world. I
would not change this way of living
for anything the devil has to offer.
God is counting on you, and the
world is counting on you. Do not
disappoint God. May God bless you.
(Cassette C-5046E)

[C a m p M e e t in g R e p o r t — c o n t in . fr o m p . 2 ]

that were sung by the choir as well
as the special singers. This camp
meeting is one that will not be soon
forgotten. The Lord simply opened
the windows of Heaven and poured
Himself out on us all. Many saints
stood to their feet and gave glory
to God for answered prayer. It
always seems to be complicated
when trying to illustrate the way
the Spirit of God is manifested in
our midst. Our hearts were overjoyed as we drank in the blessings
that only the Father could bestow.
It will not be long before it will
be time for camp meeting again
here at God's Acres. We hope that
you will begin making preparation
to attend the meetings to be held in
June and August, if the Lord
tarries.
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Hast Thou Considered Job's Wife?
"Curse God, and die," Job's wife
advised,
Her heart o'erwhelmed with strife.
When trouble came,
Whom did she blame?
"Curse God and end your life."
In bitterness of soul she spoke,
With grief her breast was filled.
Mother bereft—
No children left.
All ten the storm had killed.
Her home and luxuries all were gone.
She placed the blame on God.
She did not know
While here below
We need His chast'ning rod.
Impatient with her patient Job,
Resentful of his trust,
Though robbed of health
And all his wealth,
Yet love his God he must.
"Trust God and live through good
and ill,"
Job taught his fretful wife.
He passed the test.
She, too, was blessed
Through his victorious life.
God gave to them ten children more,
Job's health and wealth restored.
His patient life
Convinced his wife
'Twas best to trust the Lord.
Selected

Day by day,
Dear Lord,
Of Thee three things I
pray: to see Thee more
clearly, to love Thee
more dearly, and to
follow Thee more truly
day by day.

25

"Wherefore if thy hand or thy
foot offend thee, cut them off, and
cast them from thee: it is better for
thee to enter into life halt or
maimed, rather than having two
hands or two feet to be cast into
everlasting fire. And if thine eye
offend thee, pluck it out, and cast
from thee: it is better for thee to
enter into life with one eye, rather
than having two eyes to be cast into
hell fire" (Matthew 18:8-9).
If you will honestly look at this
Scripture, you will begin to gain a
very important message from God
that our present day humanity rejects. Jesus said it is better for you to
endure great loss and suffering than
to remain protected and comfortable
if that protection and comfort causes
you to sin.
If your foot follows the sinful
path, if your hand takes hold of
sinful things, better would be life
with this depravity than with sin.
We would not choose the depravity,
yet God said we should rather than
lose our lives in hell fire.
Sometimes we wonder why we
must suffer certain things as God's
children. This Scripture speaks to us
so much concerning this. It does not
seem better to us to go without an
eye or a hand or a leg, but God can
see the whole picture. None of these
are worth losing eternal life.
What tempts God's children to
sin more than any other thing
today? Do God's redeemed hate and
murder? No. Do God's redeemed
rob and steal? No. Do God's redeemed lie and bear false witness?
No. God has removed the nature
that causes us to do these. What,
then, are our greatest temptations?
They are comfort, plenty, and
security.
When we are enjoying these,
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how easy it is to be lulled to sleep,
contented, cozy, full, happy, relaxed, and carefree. When God
nudges you and says, "I want you to
go and help that person you see in
need" or "Go and tell that one what
I have done for you," are you willing? Comfort and plenty say: "Don't
worry about them. They wouldn't
appreciate it anyway. If they really
cared, they would help themselves."
Can you begin to see what great
temptations comfort and plenty are?
Are they really your friends and
allies as you think they are?
When Jesus told the rich, young
ruler to give up his comfort and
security and sell all that he had and
give it to the poor, that young man
loved what he had so much that he
would not turn loose of it. His riches
separated him from the Kingdom of
God. They turned out to be his
greatest enemies, because they
robbed him of eternal life. Let us
recall his answer to Jesus when
asked, "Have you obeyed My commandments?" He acknowledged
that he had kept them all from his
childhood. The devil did not try to
tempt him in these. They were his
strengths. The devil found and used
his weaknesses—his riches and all
they afforded him. Satan used comfort and plenty to bind that young
man and keep him from Heaven.
Because we are human, we are
filled with such great fear when God
allows the natural laws and hurts of
this planet to intrude into our comfort and security. The stark reality
awakens us and snatches us from
our dreamy pillow and tosses us to
and fro, and we have nowhere to
turn . . . except to God. Could it be
that this is the only place God can
draw us to Himself and bring us to
simply trust in Him?
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Dear Christian reader, we are
constantly petitioning our God to
open the eyes of His lost sheep. Do
we dare have the courage to ask
Him to open our own eyes to all of
His Truth? Are we willing to cut off
whatever God reveals to us as our
real temptation? Are we really willing to suffer pain and loss to gain
Him, to gain eternal life?
May we draw closer to Him and
allow Him to lead us through whatever He sees best. Our eyes see comfort and security as best, yet will we
face the reality of His Word: It is
better to face a life of loss and hurt
rather than to lose eternal life. Stop
and think. Is comfort and plenty to
be gained and owned at all cost? No,
it has been vastly overrated by a
society so great as ours. When God
says, "This is better for you," let us
stop looking for causes and learn
how to respond. It is in this attitude
that God can speak "peace be still"
and teach us how to lean hard upon
Him.
Selected

"A w ord fitly
spoken is like
apples of gold
in pictures of
silver."
Proverbs 25:11

Don't miss these . . .

Upcoming Meetings
SUMMERSVILLE, WV
April 19-25

REVIVAL: The Church of God, 74 Armstrong Rd., Summersville, WV 26651
Ev angelist: Brother Allen Polston, Mechanicsburg, Indiana
Service times: Monday -Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 6:00 p.m.;
Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Visit our website @ www.ChurchofGodSummersvilleWV.com
For further information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders at telephone: 304-872-4047.

MT. PLEASANT, PA
April 17

FELLOWSHIP MEETING: The Church of God, 109 Salvation Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA
Service time: 10:30 a.m. A meal will be served by the local congregation.
MOTELS: Holiday Inn Express, 724-547-2095 (This is on the same road as the
church. Please mention that you are there for the church meeting.); Super 8 Motel
in New Stanton, 724-925-8915 (on I-70W, 10 miles north of the church); Melody
Motor Lodge, 724-628-9600 (on 119N in Connellsville).
For further information contact: Pastor Paul W. Prinkey, 109 Salvation Lane,
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666. Telephone: 724-547-2151

Publications on the Revelation
Several books and booklets on this subject have been printed by our print shop.
B OOKS
< Parallel Lectures by Emerson A. Wilson
<
<
<
<
<

The
The
The
The
The

Alpha and Omega of Revelation by David Watson
Book of Revelation Explained: Volume 1 (Chapters 1 - 3) by Earl R. Borders
Book of Revelation Explained: Volume 2 (Chapters 4 - 8:2) by Earl R. Borders
Book of Revelation Explained: Volume 3 (Chapters 8 - 11) by Earl R. Borders
Sounding of the Seven Trumpets by Emerson A. Wilson

B OOKLETS
< Daniel and Revelation Texts Examined by Earl R. Borders
<
<
<
<

Identifying the Beasts of Revelation by Earl R. Borders
Prophecy and Revelation Concerning Gog and Magog by Earl R. Borders
Prophecy and Revelation Concerning Seraphims, the Way of the Tree of Life,
and Cherubims by Earl R. Borders
Symbols of the Revelation (author unknown)

Publications can be downloaded at GodsAcres.org (click on "free study helps"). Printed copies
are available for a donation of $5.00 per book and $.75 per booklet (plus postage and handling).
Order by writing The Gospel Trumpeter, Publications, 675 N. Cedar St., Newark, Ohio 43055,
by calling the Print Shop at 740-345-1312, or by sending an e-mail to:
publications01@church-of-god-online.com.
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