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Sometimes people comment, "I
just don't feel like I am saved."
They say it does not seem as if God
is with them. When they first met
the Lord at an altar of prayer,
everything was joyous and they felt
so good. It was easy to pray and
read the Bible. It was like being on
a cloud. After they have been saved
for a while, those newborn feelings
subside. This is a time when Satan
tries to force his way in and
overcome them with doubts, fears,
and confusion.
One of the problems some new
converts and even older ones have
in this Christian walk is trying to
judge their salvation through
feelings. Dear reader, this is not
good to do. Nowhere in the Word
of God can you find anything to
support such an idea as this. You
are saved by faith, not by feelings
or emotions. Yes, there are feelings
in salvation, but these feelings
should never be used as a gauge to
determine your salvation. Feelings
will increase or decrease and
emotions will fluctuate. One day
you may be sick and feel miserable,
but this is no indication that you
are not God's child. In Galatians
3:11 we read, "The just shall live by
faith," and in 2 Corinthians 5:7 we
are informed that "we walk by
faith, not by sight."
It would be good for each of
us to be reminded that the
Christian's pathway is not always
smooth. God allows each of us to
go through rough places once in a
while to test our faith. Many times
we will encounter difficult and
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sometimes we may not know which
way to turn. If we are not careful,
Satan will bring confusion and try
to sow doubts in our minds as to
the reality of our close relationship
with God, but be encouraged,
because these times are good for
us. They present an opportunity for
growth in our character and in our
Christian lives. The purpose of
trials is never to cast us down, but
rather to build us up.
You need to remember that it is
sin that separates man from God.
The Bible tells us in 1 John 4:1 to
try the spirits to see if they are of
God. If God is working with you,
then you need to move according
to His direction. On the other hand,
if the devil is harassing you, then
you can put him to flight in Jesus'
name. You do not have to put up
with his gimmicks and tricks. You
can lift up your head and lay aside
your needless worries, your
unsupported fears, and those
feelings that fluctuate; then you can
put your full trust and confidence
in God and in Him alone!
Throughout the ages, the
Patriarch Job has been a great
example to many people. He was
tried severely in many ways.
He lost all his earthly possessions
and his children. His body was
sorely afflicted with boils from
his head to his feet, and even
his wife told him that he should
"curse God, and die" (Job 2:9). He
refused her suggestion. In all
that he suffered, he did not
[c ontinue d on pag e 2 6 ]

Acts 4:13 Now when they [they
refers back to verse 6, speaking of
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas,
John, Alexander, and as many as
were of the kindred of the high
priest, which were gathered together at Jerusalem] saw the boldness
of Peter and John, and perceived that
they were unlearned and ignorant men,
they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with
Jesus.
14 And beholding the man which
was healed standing with them, they
could say nothing against it.
15 But when they had commanded

them to go aside out of the council, they
conferred among themselves,
16 Saying, What shall we do to
these men? for that indeed a notable
miracle hath been done by them is
manifest to all them that dwell in
Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.
17 But that it spread no further
among the people [the devil does his
best to stop good news, but bad
news travels fast], let us straitly
threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name.
18 And they called them, and
commanded them not to speak at all nor
teach in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered
and said unto them, Whether it be right
in the sight of God to hearken unto you
more than unto God, judge ye.
20 For we cannot but speak the
things which we have seen and heard.
21 So when they had further
threatened them, they let them go,
finding nothing how they might punish
them, because of the people: for all men
glorified God for that which was done.
22 For the man was above forty
years old, on whom this miracle of
healing was showed.

Brother Roger L. Decker
The Healing of the Lame Man
In this Scripture text is a picture
of two Apostles, Peter and John,
who were filled with the Holy
Ghost, showing their supreme loyalty to God. Let us back up a little to
see why the threats and the tumult
took place. In Acts, Chapter 3, we
find that a divine healing took place,
and it did not happen in a corner. It
happened in the busiest part of the
temple, where heavy traffic was
going in and out.

Acts 3:1-3 tells us: "Now Peter
and John went up together into the
temple at the hour of prayer, being
the ninth hour. And a certain man
lame from his mother's womb was
carried, whom they laid daily at the
gate of the temple which is called
Beautiful, to ask alms of them that
entered into the temple; Who seeing
Peter and John about to go into the
temple asked an alms." It was very
common for the lame and the blind
to sit beside the entrance to the temple because people entering the
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temple would tend to have more
giving hearts.
Verses 4-11 continue: "And
Peter, fastening his eyes upon him
with John, said, Look on us. And he
gave heed unto them, expecting to
receive something of them. Then
Peter said, Silver and gold have I
none; but such as I have give I thee:
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took
him by the right hand, and lifted
him up: and immediately his feet
and ankle bones received strength.
3

And he leaping up stood, and
walked, and entered with them into
the temple, walking, and leaping,
and praising God.
"And all the people saw him
walking and praising God: And they
knew that it was he which sat for
alms at the Beautiful gate of the
temple: and they were filled with
wonder and amazement at that
which had happened unto him. And
as the lame man which was healed
held Peter and John, all the people
ran together unto them in the porch
that is called Solomon's, greatly
wondering."
The healing of the lame man
took place in an area that was continually thronged with people;
therefore, the spotlight of publicity
was shining brightly upon the incident. The Bible says it was at the
gate Beautiful, and that was the gate
that led from the court of the Gentiles to the court of the women. The
court of the Gentiles was the largest
and the busiest of all the temple
courts, because anyone could enter
that court as long as he observed the
ordinary laws of decency and good
behavior. It was there that the
money changers had their booths
and the sellers of sacrifices had their
stalls. Around the outer boundary of
the temple ran two great colonnades, meeting at a right angle in
the corner of the court of the Gentiles; one was a royal porch and the
other was called Solomon's court.
They, too, were crowded with people who had come to worship, to
learn, and to sightsee. Clearly, the
whole series of events was going to
gain wide publicity.
Into this crowded scene came a
priest and the one who was in
charge of the temple, called the
superintendent of the temple, and
along with them came the Sadducees. The superintendent of the
temple was the high priest's righthand man. He had the oversight of
the temple and kept order there.
When the crowd gathered, it was
expected that he and the temple
guards would arrive on the scene,
and with them came the Sadducees,
4

who were of the wealthy, aristocratic class. There were not many
Sadducees, but they were rich and
had much influence.
This whole situation annoyed
the Sadducees greatly. They did not
believe in the resurrection of the
dead, and it was this very truth that
the Apostles were proclaiming. The
Roman government was very tolerant, but on public disorder it was
merciless. The Sadducees were sure
that if the Apostles were allowed to
go on unchecked, riots and civil
disorder would follow. That would
mean disastrous consequences to
their status. Therefore, they proposed to stop this movement at the
onset, which was the reason that
Peter and John were promptly arrested. The Jews did not want any of
the people to rise up in the temple.
Here we have an example of a party
of men who, in order to retain their
vested interests, would not listen to
the Truth. Furthermore, they would
not allow anyone else a chance to
hear it either.
The Enemy's Attack
Peter and John showed supreme
loyalty to Jesus Christ. In our Scripture text we see both the enemy's
attack and the Christian's defense. In
the enemy's attack there were certain characteristics about the way
the enemy came in. The Sadducees
looked down on the Apostles with
scorn and contempt. Verse 13 says,
"Now when they saw the boldness
of Peter and John, and perceived
that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they
took knowledge of them, that they
had been with Jesus."
The Sanhedrin and the
Sadducees regarded Peter and John
as "unlearned and ignorant men."
The word translated unlearned in
verse 13 means that they had no
kind of formal education, especially
in the intricate regulations of the
Law. The word translated ignorant
means they were laymen, with no
special professional qualifications.
The Sadducees turned on them with
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contempt, as if to say: "Where did
they get all that power with God?
Who are they to speak for God?
They are unlearned and ignorant
men. They do not have any qualifications." The Sanhedrin regarded
them as men without an education
and no professional status. They
were just fishermen.
What the Apostles had in their
hearts could not be obtained in
an institution of higher education.
Dear one, remember this: it was
education that took down the sixthseal brethren, and that spirit is
working yet today. Revelation 11:10,
speaking of Babylon, says, "And
they that dwell upon the earth shall
rejoice over them, and make merry,
and shall send gifts one to another;
because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the
earth." They did not have the gifts of
the Spirit, so they sent gifts to one
another. For example, they would
bestow a doctorate degree on someone. They would give special recognition to one another. The true
child of God receives gifts from the
Holy Spirit.
You may ask, "What about a
college education?" There is nothing
wrong with getting an education as
long as it is kept under the control of
the Holy Spirit, and the same is true
of wealth and finance, as long as
wealth and finance do not control
you.
In our Scripture reading we can
see that the education of the Sanhedrin and the Sadducees caused them
to have pride and to look upon others with contempt. They marveled
that unlearned fishermen could
have such boldness and so much
power with God. There is only one
place where you can get all the
knowledge and the boldness that
you need. Jesus tells us where in
Matthew, Chapter 6, when He spoke
of prayer and fasting. These are still
the best means of receiving what we
need to stand in this world of sin.
Jesus spoke of entering into the
secret closet to pray, and when He
talked about fasting, He said not to
go out and make it known to men

that you are fasting. You should not
sound the trumpet, so to speak.
Prayer and fasting are still the best
means to obtain knowledge and
boldness. Paul said in 2 Timothy
2:15, "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth."
The child of God needs to be
careful that he does not look on
others with contempt. You might
have been serving God for many
years, but you should not look down
in contempt at the one who is struggling or the one who is just starting
out in his walk with God. You
should be tolerant of someone who
has not yet measured up on some
things. You should always remember that you were there once. Sometimes it may seem hard for people to
realize that. When you have been
saved for a long time, it is hard to
believe that some young people
might have a struggle along certain
lines.
"Let This Mind Be in You"
It is the preaching of the Word
and the sanctifying power of the
Word that cleans us up. The Apostle
Paul let us know in 2 Corinthians 7:1
that we are to "cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit." That is the reason we have
the preaching of the Word. The
church does not have a bunch of
judges running around putting
people in their place. There is one
pastor in a congregation, and it is
his job to preach the standard across
the pulpit.
If you do not want to measure to
the dress standard, could it be that
you have too much pride, that you
think too much of yourself? Young
person, if you dress immodestly, the
ones who you are going to attract
are those who are not spiritual. If
you want someone spiritual, you
must dress modestly, be right with
God, and do what is right.
Some things were happening in
the church at Philippi that prompted
the Apostle Paul to take his pen in

hand and write the epistle to the
Philippians to try to straighten out
the people, as he did in many of his
letters. Strife, vain glory, and contempt were working among the
brethren. Therefore, he wrote in
Philippians 2:5-11: "Let this mind be
in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus: Who, being in the form of
God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: But made himself
of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant [think of
this—Paul was talking about the
Son of God doing all of this], and
was made in the likeness of men:
And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross. Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above
every name: That at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth;
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father."
In looking at this passage of
Scripture, in many ways I would say
that it is one of the greatest and most
moving passages that Paul ever
wrote about Jesus Christ. In other
words, Paul was saying, "Although
Jesus was rich, yet for our sakes, He
became poor." You can also read this
in Paul's letter to the Corinthian
church when he wrote in 2 Corinthians 8:9, "For ye know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that ye through his
poverty might be rich."
In Paul's letter to the Philippians, he pleaded with them to live
in harmony, to lay aside discord,
and to shed their personal ambitions, their pride, and their desire
for prominence and prestige. He
admonished them to have in their
hearts a humble, selfless desire to
serve, which is the real meaning of
the life of Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Paul pointed people
to the example of Jesus Christ.
Again, speaking of Christ, he said in
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Philippians 2:6, "Who, being in the
form of God [He was by nature in
the very form of God] thought it not
robbery to be equal with God." Paul
began by saying that Jesus was essentially and unalterably God. He
was God manifested in the flesh, yet
He humbled Himself and took on
the form of a man, or the form of a
servant. He was in the form of God,
and He did not think it robbery to
be equal with God. He laid aside
His equality for the sake of you and
me. In verse 7 Paul let us know that
He emptied Himself. He made of
Himself no reputation. The Greek
word literally means "to empty."
Christ emptied Himself.
Jesus gave up the glory of
divinity willingly to become a man.
He emptied Himself of His deity to
take upon Himself humanity; in
other words, He gave all for you and
me. He took upon Him the form of a
servant, the very form of a slave.
Paul meant that when Jesus became
a man, He was not play acting; it
was reality. Jesus truly became a
man, and He was made in the likeness of men, or like men. Paul
penned in verse 8, "And being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross."
In appearance He became as a man
for all to recognize.
Verses 6-8 tell us of the sacrifice
that Jesus made when He laid aside
His Godhead and took manhood
upon Him. He did all of that for you
and me. One of the Godhead died
for you and me so that we could be
free to live successful, God-fearing
lives right here on this earth. How it
happened, we cannot tell, but it is
the mystery of love so great that,
although we can never fully understand it, we can experience it. We
can adore it and enjoy it, even
though we do not understand how it
happened.
The Defenses of the Apostles
Threats were made that tested
the Apostles' loyalty. Oh, how the
devil loves to threaten the people of
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God. He may say: "If you keep going
the way you are going, you will lose
your family" or "If you keep going
the way you are going, you won't
have any friends at all."
Acts 4:15-18 reads: "But when
they had commanded them to go
aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves, Saying,
What shall we do to these men?
[They were in question because the
people applauded it. The religious
leaders were stirred because that
healing was going to put down their
religion and cause the people to
follow the Apostles. The people
enjoyed it and were blessed to see
the power of God in action for a
change.] for that indeed a notable
miracle hath been done by them is
manifest to all them that dwell in
Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.
But that it spread no further among
the people, let us straitly threaten
them, that they speak henceforth to
no man in this name. And they
called them, and commanded them
not to speak at all nor teach in the
name of Jesus."
Dear one, the Christian knows
that anything man does to him is
but for a moment, whereas the
things of God last forever. Peter and
John had certain defenses. First of
all, they had the defense of an unanswerable fact. What was that? The
lame man had been healed, and it
was impossible for anyone to deny
it. The defense was that the lame
man was standing, who before was
asking alms.
Our Scripture text says in verse
14, "And beholding the man which
was healed standing with them,
they could say nothing against it."
He was standing right along with
the Apostles, whereas he had been
either lying down on his side or
sitting at the gate Beautiful. He had
been leaping and shouting and
praising God. That stirs up false
religion yet today. Those in Babylon
do not want you to jump and shout
and praise God. Some people may
say, "Oh, he is just putting on." You
want to be careful of blasphemy.
Just because you would never jump
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and shout and praise God, you
should not get after someone who
does.
I repeat, Peter and John had
certain defenses. The man who was
once lame was standing there. The
most unanswerable defense of
Christianity is a Christian man.
Verse 13 of our Scripture reading
lets us know that one thing they
took knowledge of was that Peter
and John had been with Jesus. They
had to admit that much. Now, they
could attack them by saying that
they were unlearned and ignorant,
and that was probably true. They
were fishermen; they were not educated men, but they had been with
Jesus. Being with Jesus is more
important than all the college degrees that you can earn and all the
honorary degrees that could be
bestowed upon you; that is the
greatest defense of all.
Second, Peter and John had the
defense of utter loyalty to God. Peter
and John had their minds made
up: live or die, they were going to
serve God. If it were a question of
choosing between obeying man and
obeying God, Peter and John had no
doubts as to what course they would
take.
A man by the name of H. G.
Wells once said this (and it is so
true): "The trouble with so many
people is that the voice of their
neighbors sounds louder in their
ears than the voice of God." John
Knox said that he feared God so
much that he never feared the face
of any man.
Jesus said in Luke 12:4-5: "And I
say unto you my friends, Be not
afraid of them that kill the body,
and after that have no more that
they can do. But I will forewarn you
whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which
after he hath killed hath power to
cast into hell; yea, I say unto you,
Fear him." The fear of man will
weaken your loyalty to Christ. Acts
4:23 says that after they were threatened, they returned to their own
company "and reported all that the
chief priests and elders had said
unto them."
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The third defense they had was
the greatest of all, and that was the
defense of their having a personal
experience with Jesus Christ. You
see, people can come against you
about your going to church all the
time and attending revivals. They
may mock you and make fun of you.
However, one thing they cannot
come against, and that is the change
that has taken place in your life. The
people where I used to work
thought my Christian experience
would only last about a day. They
knew that a change had taken place
in my life, but they did not feel that
it would be a lasting change. Why is
that? Because a lot of people get
religion, but to go on and live for
God, you must have salvation.
Keep the Fire Burning
Paul wrote in Romans 9:1, "I say
the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in
the Holy Ghost." The message that
the Apostles proclaimed was no
fable. They knew firsthand that the
message was true. They were so
sure of it that they were willing to
stake their lives upon it. They were
living epistles to the Truth.
Today the trouble is that some
people do not believe that the
message is true. The devil always
works to bring unbelief to your
house. Unbelief is a sin that easily
besets many people. They do not
believe that God can keep them.
Well, what is easier for God, to
change you or to keep you? You
need to think about that. Child of
God, when you were living in sin,
how did you get out? You may say,
"God delivered me from sin." If God
brought you out, can He not set
your feet upon the Rock and establish your goings, as the Psalmist
said? Can God keep those who will
be kept? Yes, He absolutely can!
When you believe the message
as the Apostles did, you will stand
for it. They stood for it. You will not
be tossed from one position to another. The Apostles were willing to
die for the message of Truth. The

Apostles endured contempt, threats,
beatings, imprisonment, and even
death; but God was with them every
step of the way, and they paved a
highway for you and me to follow.
In America we are not to the
place where we are receiving
whippings. As of yet, none of us has
been cast into prison because of
standing for Truth. As of yet, no one
here has ever been shot or killed
because of his stand for the Gospel.
The devil works other ways. He is
not necessarily working through
physical persecution upon God's
people, but he works through the
old spirit of unbelief and by causing
people to settle into a lukewarm
position and just be average churchgoers, merely warming the seats. I
want to ask you something. Do you
remember the fire that you had in
your soul when you first got saved?
Well, there is a way to keep that fire
going. You have to throw fuel upon
it. God gave us some weapons of
our warfare and some fuel to put on
the fire. If you do not put fuel on the
fire, it will burn down to a low ember, and the next thing you know, it
will go out.
Do you remember what you had
in your soul when you got saved?
Surely you do if you really got
saved. Do you remember how you
loved everybody? Do you remember
how you were ready to make things
right? You were ready to do anything you could do to walk the strait
and narrow way. You were on the
highway of holiness, and you wanted to stay there. The only way you
can keep the fire burning in your
soul is to put fuel on it.
When one puts coal in a literal
furnace, he cannot just put in a
couple of shovelfuls and then go
away and leave it for a week. No, if
one were to do that, it would burn
down to ashes and the fire would go
out. He has to add more fuel to the
fire. If he lets the fire get too low and
it burns out, it has to be rekindled.
God Keeps His Promises
The Apostles were willing to die
for the message of truth. They had it
settled in their hearts. What did they

say in Acts 4:19? "Whether it be
right in the sight of God to hearken
unto you more than unto God, judge
ye." In other words, they were saying: "You see what we are doing, so
you be the judge. Are we willing to
listen to you or to God? You judge.
We are listening to God, and we are
going to continue listening to God
and speak only what He tells us to
speak."
The Bible lets us know that one
time when Paul was in a Roman
court, all others deserted him. The
reason they deserted him was undoubtedly due to fear and the fact
that if they went to court with him,
they would be considered accomplices. There were at least three things
that brought courage to Paul in that
hour. First, though all men had forsaken him, the Lord was with him.
Paul was a witness that God keeps
His promise. If you do not forsake
God, He will not forsake you.
Second, Paul knew that even in
a Roman court, he was going to
proclaim the message of Christ. He
obeyed his own commandment to
be in season and out of season. He
pressed the claims of Jesus Christ on
all men. Third, he was quite certain
of his ultimate rescue. One writer
has well said, "It is always better
to be in danger for a moment and
safe for eternity than to be safe for
a moment and jeopardized for
eternity."
How is your loyalty to God? Are
you as loyal to Him as you once
were? Has something else crept in
and taken the place of true loyalty to
God? Do you feel that your spirituality has slipped? Are you a coward
to stand for that which is right? I am
not talking about getting on a soapbox and proclaiming that you are a
Christian. I am talking about having
more confidence in God than you
have in man. God will not let you
down or fail you. If you do not
forsake God, you can rest assured
that He will not forsake you.
I read a story once, and it really
touched my heart. It was a story of a
man who was talking to a doctor.
The doctor was religious, so the man
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asked the doctor: "Aren't you afraid
of eternity? Aren't you afraid of
dying? What's on the other side?"
The doctor said, "I am not afraid
to die." About that time, the doctor's
little dog began to bark outside the
door. The little dog was barking and
carrying on and scratching at the
door. So the doctor opened the door,
and the dog came bounding in and
jumped up in the doctor's arms. He
said: "Do you see this little dog? He
has never been in this room before,
but he knew his master was here.
That is what it is like to die. You
have never been there, but you
know the Master is there."
God Answers Prayer
Young person, are you loyal to
the Lord around your peers? What
about when somebody tells an offcolor joke? To be on that person's
good side, do you laugh and stay
right there with them or are you
loyal to God? I am talking about
supreme loyalty. The Apostles stood
in the face of death. Only one thing
was keeping those Sadducees from
killing them or finding some kind of
law to try them, and that was the
fear of the people. How loyal to the
Lord are you around your peers?
Are you loyal to the Lord when
it comes to wearing modest apparel?
If you really get deep in the things
of God, you will not have such a
struggle over wearing modest
apparel. If you will deepen down
with God, you can get it settled in
your heart.
Are you loyal to the Lord when
it comes to church attendance,
praying, or studying your Bible?
Your loyalty is going to be tested,
just as the Apostles' loyalty was
tested. It may not be tested the same
way, but it will be tested. If you do
not have it, you cannot display it,
and you will not be able to stand in
the midst of the trial. If your loyalty
to God is not what it should be, dear
one, the Lord will help you. God
wants to help you be what you need
to be.
In Acts, Chapter 4, you can read
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that the church had to pray, and the
Apostles went back to join the rest of
their brothers and sisters in Christ
who were in a prayer meeting. They
told them about all the things that
were going on and how they were
threatened not to preach anymore.
That caused quite a stir among the
church, so they prayed that God
would give them boldness, and God
inspired them. Verse 33 says that He
gave them power to witness. God
answers prayer. They had prayed
for boldness when they heard about
those threats.
There were people around in
that day with great influence. The
Sadducees had great influence. They
had much power and much wealth.
Even though there were not many of
them, they persuaded a lot of men,
and they stood against what the
Apostles preached. The Apostles

You've
You've
You've
You've

time
time
time
time

to
to
to
to

preached the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ, and the Sadducees did not
believe in resurrection.
When the church prayed for
power and boldness, God gave them
great power to witness. Sometimes
things are very difficult to overcome, but do not quit bringing them
to God. Do not take your problems
to someone else. No one else has the
answers to your problems. You need
to bring your problems to the Lord,
and He will help you.
God is not like some people
think He is. God is not standing
around with a club, just waiting for
you to make a mistake so that He
can reach out and wrap you with it.
He is a loving Heavenly Father, and
He will work with you and help
you. God wants you to be an
overcomer.
If you are having a struggle,

work and time to play
rest a bit each day;
laugh and time to weep;
wake and time to sleep.

You've time to shop for worldly goods,
For food and drink and needful duds;
You've time for frolic, time for fun;
You're busy 'till the day is done.
On schedule all your work is planned,
With care you fill each hour's command.
But oh, alas! so full your day.
You haven't time to "watch and pray."
You've time to strive for worldly gain,
For social standards, earthly fame;
You've time to travel, time to read,
But no time for your soul's need.

8

maybe your loyalty to God has
slipped. When couples date, they
need to make sure that their loyalty
to God does not slip. Some individuals take their loyalty from God and
apply it to the person whom they
are dating. You need to be careful. If
you become careless along this line,
the next thing you know, you will
be on the outside looking in. You
must keep your loyalty where it
needs to be.
Dear one, you are going to be
tested. Just as the Apostles went
through tests, just as Jesus went
through tests, and just as the martyrs went through tests, you are
going to go through them. You may
be tested from a different angle, but
it is coming. Are you prepared?
(Com pact D isc TR-494M )

You haven't time to think of God;
To walk the walk the way the Savior trod;
To meditate, to pray, and sing,
Your time consumed with worldly things.
But oh, my friend, please stop and think,
You're heading for that fatal brink.
"God will not always strive with men."
Some day He'll say that time shall end.
Time is a gift from God above,
Oh, waste it not, 'twas given in love;
Then humbly serve Him day by day,
And ever walk the narrow way.
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Selected

Isaiah 12:1 And in that day
thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise
thee: though thou wast angry with me,
thine anger is turned away, and thou
comfortedst me.
2 Behold, God is my salvation; I
will trust, and not be afraid: for the

LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my
song; he also is become my salvation.
3 Therefore with joy shall ye draw
water out of the wells of salvation.
4 And in that day shall ye say,
Praise the LORD, call upon his name,
declare his doings among the people,

make mention that his name is exalted.
5 Sing unto the LORD; for he hath
done excellent things: this is known in
all the earth.
6 Cry out and shout, thou
inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy
One of Israel in the midst of thee.

Brother Leamon Whitehead
Is Your Well Producing?
Have the Philistines been
playing around your well? It does
not pay to let the enemy around
your well, because he wants to stop
it up or contaminate it. You cannot
afford to let the enemy play around
your well. A well is no place to play
around. It is an important and essential place where you draw water,
and you must have pure water to
survive. Wells can be easily contaminated. Poisoning a water supply
could destroy many people. Con-

taminated water is a serious hazard.
I am speaking about a literal well to
help you to understand the spiritual
aspect of it.
Do you know who the
Philistines were? In the Word of
God they were enemies of God's
people, and they were out to do
them harm. You, too, have an enemy who wants to stop up your
spiritual well or contaminate it. He
wants you to serve idols.
Isaiah said that with joy we
would draw water out of the wells
of salvation. We can draw from that
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water and do it with joy, but you
must not allow the old devil to contaminate your well. If your well is
not producing joy, something has
happened to it. You can draw out
water with joy. The service of God is
not too hard, but it all brings joy and
peace and deep pleasure to the
hearts of the children of God. We
follow the Lord with joy, we go to
church with joy, we are faithful in
the services with joy, and we obey
the commandments of God with joy.
Friend, if you have lost the joy
of your experience, something has
9

happened to your well. Some people
will not face up to the fact that there
is something wrong. They go right
on, and that has to be a hard way.
Everything they try to do for God is
a battle. They keep working and
working like a slave, but it does not
produce any real joy. Something has
happened to their well.
The Philistines were always
battling against the people of God,
trying to get them to serve their
gods, and trying to get them in trouble with the Living God. In 1 Samuel, Chapter 17, you can read about
David and Goliath. The Philistines
had the armies of God backed into a
corner. The devil still tries to do that
today. He wants to stop up your
well or put something in it so the
water will not be pure. You cannot
drink contaminated water, spiritually speaking, and find real joy and
peace in your soul.
There was a man who worked in
the woods, and whenever he got
thirsty, he drank from a little stream
of water where he was. He did that
for years, but one time he drank
some water and got sick, so he went
to a doctor. The doctor began to
examine him and found that he had
drunk some bad water. He had gotten some kind of germ from it that
gave him a disease, and he has to
take medicine for it for the rest of his
life, because there is no cure for it.
You can get several diseases from
drinking contaminated water. Water
is essential to our physical lives.
Likewise, spiritual water is essential
to spiritual life.
Guard Your Well
Today we just turn on a faucet to
get water, and I thank God for that.
However, if you go around a place
that depends on a well, and they
have a well house, often they have a
door with a lock on it. They do not
want anyone to mess around with it.
It is not a place to play, and it is not
a place to throw things in. People
are depending on that water supply.
Jesus said there is a well of
water springing up within you
10

when He lives in your heart. The
devil is trying to stop the flow or
contaminate it. He will succeed
unless you labor to stop him.
When I was younger, sometimes
we had to carry water for about a
mile. We lived right beside a creek,
but it was not fit to drink. You have
to be very careful about your drinking water. When I went to Haiti
many years ago, we were told not
even to brush our teeth with the
water there. When I traveled to India, they boiled the water to kill the
germs to make it safe to drink.
It is equally important to keep
our spiritual water clean, so we
must take care of it. It does not take
much to stop up your well. The enemy will try to stop your joy, stop
your praise, and stop you from
having the victory.
In Abraham's day, a well was a
very important place. When Abraham sent his chief servant to his
home country to find a wife for his
son Isaac, the servant did not go
down to the town square. He took
his camels to the well. He took quite
a few things with him. He wanted to
let everyone know that his master
Abraham was not a poor fellow.
God had been good to him. I believe
that God still likes to do that today.
He will bless you as long as you
serve Him.
The servant had talked to God
on the way. He did not know how to
get a wife for Isaac, so he asked the
Lord. In Genesis 24:14 the servant
said, in so many words, "The damsel
who lets her pitcher down and gives
me a drink and offers to give the
camels a drink also, let her be the
one." He was not there long until
God brought it to pass. He is a great
God. If we leave things up to Him,
He will never fail. He will work
things out. He will work everything
out in your life, if you will let Him.
There was a lot of traffic by the
wells, and they did not want the
wells contaminated. That was the
only means of survival when it came
to water for them and for their livestock. In John, Chapter 4, you will
find that Jesus stopped at Jacob's
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well. There He talked to a woman
about living water. She did not understand. In verses 11-12 she said:
"Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with,
and the well is deep: from whence
then hast thou that living water? Art
thou greater than our father Jacob,
which gave us the well, and drank
thereof himself, and his children,
and his cattle?" That woman had
high regard for that well. Those
wells were literal wells, but you
need to guard the spiritual well
within your soul with all your heart.
You need to guard it so that the
devil does not contaminate it or stop
it up.
The Well of Salvation
A lot of people's joy of serving
the Lord has turned into mourning.
They moan over this and moan over
that. When the pastor announces a
revival, they say, "Oh, no! It couldn't
have hit at a worse time." I am declaring to you that there is joy in
serving the Lord. Our Scripture text
lets you know that you can draw
water out of the well of salvation
with joy.
Water wells are deep. There is
not much joy in pulling up a bucket,
but that is not the kind of drawing
that our Scripture text is talking
about. When you draw out of the
well of salvation, it brings joy. How
much joy? Peter said it is joy unspeakable and full of glory. Salvation brings peace, joy, and happiness in this present time. Do not
make any excuses. If the work of
God becomes a drag on you, something is wrong with your Christian
experience. Something is working
on you. You can play around with it
if you want, but you will get in
worse shape.
In Psalm 122:1 David said,
"I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the
LORD." You can be glad. There is
some joy in the things of this life.
God will allow you to have some
pleasure in earthly things, but Psalm
137:5-6 tells us: "If I forget thee, O
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget

her cunning. If I do not remember
thee, let my tongue cleave to the
roof of my mouth; if I prefer not
Jerusalem above my chief joy."
Although we can derive earthly
pleasure from some things, nothing
can satisfy the longing of the heart
like the work of God. There is no
other place to find fellowship but
with the people of God. They are my
people. Glory be to God! God saved
me, washed me from my sins in His
blood, and made me worthy to be a
part of the family of God. I love the
people of God.
A well is a very important place
because people depend on it for
their water supply. Do you know
how important it is? Land that does
not have any water on it is not
worth much. No one wants to haul
water from the next county.
Around Jerusalem it was dry,
and on the feast day, the priest
would read from the Word of God
and talk about a day when waters
would run out from Jerusalem. No
doubt, it brought joy to their hearts,
but he was talking about when Jesus
Christ would come. The Bible spoke
of how the waters would go out and
there would not be any more
deserts. Isaiah said the desert would
blossom as the rose and the water of
life would flood our souls. Satan
would like to cause us to dry up.
Sometimes people's wells get in
such bad shape that they cannot
even clean them out. They just have
to dig new ones. My dad bought a
place in Kentucky and built onto the
house. He thought maybe the last
people who lived there might have
put something in the well, so he was
afraid to use it without cleaning it
out.
Do You Need to Unstop
Your Well?
The water wells that you can
read about back in Genesis, Chapter
26, were very essential. There was
no water flowing in abundance.
Back in that day, they had many
sheep and cattle, so they were in
constant need of good water. Gene-

sis 26:12-15 says: "Then Isaac sowed
in that land, and received in the
same year an hundredfold: and the
LORD blessed him. And the man
waxed great, and went forward, and
grew until he became very great:
For he had possession of flocks, and
possession of herds, and great store
of servants: and the Philistines envied him. For all the wells which his
father's servants had digged in the
days of Abraham his father, the
Philistines had stopped them, and
filled them with earth."
God does not want the "earth,"
or too much flesh, to glory in His
presence. He does not want the flesh
to lift up itself. Earthly things will
stop up your well. The Philistines
stopped up the wells that Abraham's servants had dug. Those wells
made the land worth much. The
people could drink and the animals
could drink. It was once a wonderful
place to be, but the Philistines had
stopped up the wells.
You may ask, "Does the devil
ever try to get you to shut up and
quit praising God?" Yes, he does lots
of times, but I am still going to shout
praises to God. I do not want to let
anything stop up my well. I want to
keep drawing water out of the well
with joy. Surely the devil will try to
stop it. He will try to work in your
life too. He does not want you to
have any joy.
I am not talking about just a
little water. Jesus told the woman at
the well there would be a well of
water springing up within. You
cannot fake the things of God. You
cannot substitute anything for the
Spirit of God and the presence of
God. Some people try to imply how
happy they are, yet they have big
frowns on their faces and look like
dried up prunes. Still they will try to
tell you that they are happy and
enjoying the things of God. They
ought to look in the mirror sometime and see how they really look. I
do not say that to hurt anyone, but if
you have salvation on the inside,
you will work it out. You cannot
keep it contained. There is no such
thing as having it and keeping it
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hid. If you are not genuine and you
are putting on an act, you need to
get a real experience with God.
Some people are hypocrites, but
they are not really covered. You
cannot fake this experience of serving God. You either have it or you
do not have it. If salvation is really
working in your life, it is producing
joy, peace, and happiness in the
Holy Ghost. Praise the Lord!
In Genesis, Chapter 26, you can
read that the servants of Isaac went
to work on those wells that the
Philistines had stopped up and
cleaned them out. They made them
useful again so they could drink
good water and so their animals
could drink.
Maybe it has been a long time
since you have had a good drink of
this water that I am talking about. If
so, you need to unstop your well
and get it cleaned out or maybe you
need to dig a new well. The servants
of Isaac cleaned out the wells and
digged some new ones. Praise God!
You can sit around if you want to
and die of thirst or you can put forth
effort and dig a well. You have to
put forth much effort to dig a well.
Today people drill wells, so they
have greatly improved the process.
People used to have to dig a hole
large enough for a man to get down
in it. Then they would fill a bucket
with dirt and bring it up and dump
it, and so on. That took a while,
because they had to keep digging
until they found good water.
Take Inventory
Water is essential. One old
saying is, "You don't miss the water
until the well goes dry." We are so
accustomed to having many things
so easy. We turn on the faucet to get
hot and cold water. Now, that is
wonderful! I appreciate that, but I
believe this expectation of ease has
crept over into the spiritual realm.
Consequently, people just do not
want to work at their salvation.
They want everything easy.
The Apostle Paul said in
2 Thessalonians 3:10, "For even
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when we were with you, this we
commanded you, that if any would
not work, neither should he eat."
Just as you have to work to eat, you
have to work at your Christian
experience to keep it up to date with
God. You have to make sure that
those old "Philistines" do not slip
in and stop up your well. There are
a lot of different ways that the enemy can stop up your well. You
have to be careful of what you get
involved in and of the company you
keep. You will get in trouble if you
hang around the "Philistines." They
will work against your Christian
experience.
There are plenty of people
around who are enemies to God and
the people of God. They will put out
your light, steal your joy, and stop
up your well. Isaac's servants
cleaned out those wells so they
could drink from them again. They
had to dig about three wells before
the Philistines would leave them
alone. The Philistines would go over
and claim, "That's our water." So
Isaac moved to another place and
dug another well, and finally they
did not bother him any more. Then
he said, "The Lord has given us
rest." You can find rest and peace in
your soul.
The Philistines will still stop up
your well. If you do not have any
trouble with them, you might have
trouble with the Babylonians. You
cannot have fellowship with them or
join them or keep company with
them. They will kill your joy. They
are enemies of the Cross of Christ;
they are enemies of God. They do
not love Truth, and they do not love
the ways of God. God's people are a
separate, called-out people. If you
do not stay separated, you will be
contaminated. They will work on
you to the place where you will not
be able to draw water out of the
wells of salvation with joy.
If you are having a continual
struggle, something is wrong in
your experience. I have found more
joy in serving the Lord than anything else. In fact, it is so much
greater that it is not even worthy to
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compare anything with it. I have
worked with people for a number of
years, and some of them struggle
with every step they take. Others
are happy when they come to the
house of God. Anytime something
needs to be done, they are ready and
willing to help. After some people
have listened to the preaching about
fifteen minutes, you can tell by looking on their faces that they have
enjoyed about all they can stand.
They are ready to go. If those same
people are around something they
really enjoy, they will stay half the
night. I would be ashamed of myself
if I professed to be a child of God
and could find more joy in doing
other things than I could find at the
house of God.
Some people make excuses for
not going to church. Maybe they
have to work really hard or work
long hours six days a week. I would
be ashamed of myself to profess to
be a child of God if I gave all my
strength to the work place and then
I did not have enough strength to
praise God. Either they have lost
their salvation altogether or something is clogging up their well. I
have been drawing out of my well
for many years, and it is getting
better all the time. If you keep your
well cleaned out, you will not get
bitter water; you are going to have
sweet water.
If something has happened to
your well, I trust that you will listen
to the Spirit of God and obey Him. If
your well is not producing real joy,
something is wrong with your experience. When God's people are
shouting and praising the Lord, do
you just sit there like a knot on a
log? You need to take inventory and
see if you have the goods.
Check Your Spiritual Vital Signs
If your wood is not wet, when
you get around the fire, you are
going to have a fire too. Friend, do
not let the devil throw you a curve.
I am afraid that too many people are
sitting around and letting their fire
go out. In some cases, it has been out
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for a long time. I have been where
the fire was burning bright and the
Spirit of God was moving in a wonderful way. Some people who claim
to have an up-to-date experience do
not feel anything. I would be afraid
of something like that. You had better be careful. If you have the goods,
it will be manifested. I am not saying that you will shout every time
somebody else does; but when God
moves in with Holy Ghost fire, you
are going to get warm if you have
the goods. I do not know how you
will react, but it will do something
to you.
Precious friend, if you do not
have the joy of real salvation, you
need to seek the Lord. Maybe you
have been putting it off for a long
time. You should not press on and
try to make believe that everything
is all right in your soul. I am not
trying to bring condemnation on
you. If you have the goods, I could
not take it away from you. However, I am trying to point out that if
you have these symptoms, something is wrong in your life. I am glad
there are symptoms that let us know
when something is wrong.
The doctor can check your vital
signs and know whether you have a
physical problem. Likewise, through
the preaching of the Word, God puts
His old stethoscope on you to see
whether you have heart trouble.
This old-time salvation still works.
We are living in a day when there
are a lot of strains; nevertheless, oldtime Holy Ghost salvation will still
deliver men and women. I like for
the Lord to give me a checkup once
in a while to see whether I am cooling off. Someone may say: "I'm doing all right. I don't need to be
checked out." Well, then, it is very
evident that you are in trouble. It
never hurts to get a good spiritual
checkup.
In your physical life, there are
things that work on your body.
Something could be working that
would eventually kill you. Maybe it
just has not come to the surface yet.
Well, spiritual conditions work the
same way. The enemy likes to get in

and work secretly. He might just
about have a soul destroyed until
that person hears the Gospel and
applies it to his life.
Friend, if it has been quite a
while since you have had any real
joy in your experience, maybe your
well has gotten stopped up. If your
salvation does not produce some

/

feelings and some real joy way
down in the deep recesses of your
soul, you might have lost it. This is
something that, if you have it, you
know it. That is how real it is!
Won't you seek the Lord if you
have a need in your soul? The Lord
has been faithful to your soul. You
do not have to go on unsaved,

Every person who reads this article has
influence over some other life. Your influence is either for good or for bad. By the
way you live, you are pointing people
toward Heaven or toward hell.
You might do certain things that would
not injure you, but because of your influence, others might be injured. Paul said in
1 Corinthians 8:13, "Wherefore, if meat
make my brother to offend, I will eat no
flesh while the world standeth, lest I make
my brother to offend." Jesus said in Matthew 5:16, "Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father, which is in
Heaven."
You may not realize the influence you
are having over other people. A man once
touched a button in New York City which
caused guns to be fired and bells to be ring
all over the country, yet the man who
touched the button never heard a sound.
By living a good, clean, pure, Christian
life, we may touch buttons on human
hearts and make the bells of joy, peace,
and happiness ring there forever. By
being unselfish and Christian, we can
have an influence that will live throughout eternity.
On the stone that marks the grave of a

friend. You do not have to go on
another day with needs in your life.
Jesus is the only One who can unstop your well. Maybe you need to
dig a new one. Whatever your need
is, we pray that you will obey the
Spirit of God.
(Cassette C-2061M )

dear little child can be seen these words:
"A child of whom her playmates said, 'It
was easier to be good when she was with
us.'" I wonder if your friends can say that
about you?
After a young man gave his heart to
Christ, his pastor asked him what part of
his message made him want to live a
Christian life. The young man answered,
"Nothing that you said, but the way my
mother lived in our home."
A dying boy said to his father, "I am
going home now to see Jesus, Daddy, and
I am going to tell Jesus that you told me
how to live for Him." Father, mother, are
you pointing your children toward
Heaven? Young person, are you pointing
your friends toward Heaven?
Unsaved people and compromising
Christians always have a bad influence.
Why not accept Christ now and surrender
your life completely to Him? "Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved."
Dear reader, please remember this
statement: somebody somewhere is following in your footsteps. Where are you
leading them?
Selected

A consistent Christian life is the best
interpretation and proof of the Gospel.
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Carrie's Awakening

Carrie Thompson was a little
country girl, growing up away from
the sins and the temptations that are
rife in the world. She had a good,
true heart, full of loyalty and courage. As other girls do, she looked
forward to the time when great adventure would come, bringing into
her life—love, a home, and a husband of her own.
Carrie was not more than
eighteen when she met Frank
Barret. He was six years older than
she, a good-looking, manly fellow,
but an entire stranger to Carrie and
her people, but little Carrie gave
away her heart at once.
"I have something I think I ought
to tell you before you make your
promise," he said. "I have been married and have a wife and five children. We were married when we
were young, before we could know
our own hearts, and we found it a
mistake."
Carrie, looking up into his face,
saw the pain pictured there, and she
was filled with a deep desire to
make up for him in happiness for all
that he had suffered at the hands of
this "other woman," who, of course,
must be all to blame.
Frank had not explained the
cause of the trouble that had broken
up his home, and Carrie believed
that his unwillingness to expose the
sins of his children's mother made
him quiet; therefore, she asked no
questions. At one other time he had
opened the subject enough to explain to her that in granting the divorce, it had been stipulated that he
should pay the mother of his chil14

dren fifty dollars a month toward
their support.
Frank was receiving good
wages, and Carrie, understanding
little about the buying power of money, saw no reason why they should
not have plenty after this amount
was subtracted. She thought it noble
of him to be willing to contribute to
the support of one who had so injured his life.
Not one doubtful thought
entered her mind about the man she
was marrying, for she saw in him
only the nobility that was a reflection
of her own. The "other woman" and
her children seemed a sort of
dream, or myth, which need in no
wise touch their lives nor mar their
happiness. If she thought about
them at all, it was with a desire to
make Frank so happy that he would
forget what he suffered.
The very first year of their
married life brought unexpected
expenses. Carrie was amazed to
see how short a distance money
went in paying those many bills that
would accumulate in spite of her
effort at economy. When fifty dollars
was deducted from Frank's check
she found it difficult to manage on
what was left. They were running a
little behind, besides having to feel
cramped for money all the time. That
other fifty dollars would make it
much more easy and pleasant. It
began to be a burden to Carrie to
see that money sent away each
payday. It hardly seemed fair that
she who was giving her very life to
make Frank happy should be
skimped in her housekeeping so
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that the woman who had brought
only sorrow and injury to Frank
should have such a large share of
his monthly earnings.
Perhaps a little of her private
feelings was communicated to
Frank, for the monthly allowance to
the other woman and her children
was diminished considerably, with
the explanation that the smaller
check was the best that he could do.
Carrie felt that Frank, in this, showed
how much more she and his present
home were to him than the old memory.
Her first year brought another
wonderful joy to her life. No young
mother ever looked into the face of
her firstborn with more pleasure than
she did. It was joy itself to see how
Frank reveled in the love of his
baby. She could not see far enough
into his thoughts to know that he
was trying to satisfy his starved
heart on the love of this little one,
when every day his very soul cried
out for his other children, nor that
the touch of her baby's hands
brought back to him memories of the
time that he had held his firstborn in
his arms. All these things were hid
from her.
When little Alma, Carrie's baby,
was one year old, Frank came home
with a telegram in his hand and with
a face all white and drawn and a
look of anguish in his eyes.
"Little Billie has had an accident,
and they think he will lose his eyes.
I must go to him. And Carrie, he can
have so much better medical attention here than there. May I bring him
home with me?"

Carrie was a kindhearted
woman. She would have sacrificed
her comfort for any suffering child,
and how much more willing was she
to give aid to a child who meant so
much to Frank. She readily gave her
consent, and he left with the intention of bringing Billie home if the
mother would consent.
New and strange thoughts and
feelings shook her while Frank was
away, gone to the "other woman."
That "other woman" had never
seemed so real before, nor had
seemed to lay so heavy on her
heart.
Frank was back in a day or two,
bringing with him little Billie and a
sweet girl two years older to keep
him company. Billie was only four
years old, nothing but a baby yet. He
clung about Frank's neck calling him
"Papa," and Alice, a wise and motherly little girl of six, held Frank's
hand and glanced up shyly into
Carrie's face.
A lump raised in her throat as
she looked at him and his children,
for she saw that they were as dear to
him as her own baby. She seemed
suddenly out of his life, a thing unnecessary and superfluous. These
were his children, and their mother
was still living!
She made the children welcome
and comfortable. They were quick to
see and love the baby, but they
could find no name for Carrie. Frank
was "papa," but Carrie could not be
"mama." "She," they called her for
several days, and then Alice, noting
that Carrie called herself "mother" to
Alma, began calling her that also.
When Carrie unpacked their
clothing, she received a hard shock.
She had a queer feeling when she
began the task, remembering whose
hands had packed them. But the
little, worn, faded garments, the
entire absence of pretty things,
spoke of poverty. They had not been
getting their whole check for months.
Possibly food was as scarce in that
other home as were clothes. "What
have I done?" her heart cried out.
"Come in and robbed a mother and
her babies of their proper food and

clothing. I wonder how she gets
along anyway."
Little Alice was always ready to
talk with her, and Carrie learned
many things about that other home
as the days went by, things that
made her heart sick with shame and
remorse. The "other woman" was
forced to do several washings a
week in order to provide what she
must have for herself and her children. She was often tired and nearly
sick, but she had to work hard anyway. It took much for them all. Alice
prattled on in her wise little way,
telling things that tore at Carrie's
heart.
The next morning after the
children had come, Frank said,
"Carrie, I wish you would write the
children's mother and tell her how
Billie stood the trip and how they are
both feeling. She will be very
anxious till she hears."
This letter was written, and in
answer had come a letter written to
Alice, which Carrie read to her. It
was full of love and tender, motherly
advice. It told how lonely she was
without them and urged them to be
good children and give no bother. It
was not at all the kind of letter that
the "other woman" that Carrie had
been imagining would have written.
The mother of Alice and Billie was
a loving, thoughtful, truehearted
woman. Carrie remembered with a
strange pang that if she had not
been, the children would not have
been given to her.
Alice was always at the door to
welcome her father, and when Billie
was able, they both ran down the
walk to meet him, and he would
gather them into his arms with every
expression of delight and love. It
was evident that they were just as
dear to him as Carrie's child. This
did not make Carrie jealous. She
was not that kind of woman, but it
did make her remorseful. When he
so loved his children, he should be
with them. They had the same right,
yes, five-fold the right to his love
that Alma had.
How their lives were mixed up!
She learned that Billie was not the
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baby. There was another little boy
who was not yet three. When Frank
came courting her, he had at home
a baby that was not as old as Alma
was now. Could anything happen
that would send Frank out from her
and her baby, making love to and
winning another? If it had been
possible for him to cast off Billie's
mother and her baby, could she
hope that he would be true to her
through everything? What kind of
a man had she married anyway,
that would leave his own children
and marry another while their mother
was living? It was her doubting of
Frank, that made her most miserable.
With her awakening to what she
had done or had been a party to
doing came a desire to make
amends as far as she could. If it
were not for Alma, she could go
away, and after a while he could
divorce her, and perhaps go back
where he belonged, with his children
and their mother. But she had no
right to rob Alma of a father. At
least, she could send the children
home when they must go with all the
pretty things that she could get together. (Carrie loved pretty things,
and it was their absence in the children's clothing that had first startled
her.) So she set to work sewing,
skimping herself so that she might
send them back with plenty of good
clothes.
The letters that came to Alice
from her mother were a constant
source of sorrow to Carrie. Not that
they contained any reproach or complaint. It was the complete absence
of these that hurt. At first, there had
been only a motherly anxiety in their
absence and longing for their return.
When the weeks lengthened into
months, yet the specialist would not
release Billie from treatment, the
mother became fearful that they
were not intending to send the children back, and every letter was
more insistent. At last, they showed
that she was nearly frantic. How
different was her attitude from that
of their father those two years he did
not see them! All the idea that the
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children's mother had been to blame
was banished from Carrie's mind,
and instead was a growing distrust
of Frank's sincerity. All the joy, happiness, and hope was being swept
away from her. What a terrible thing
that divorce was beginning to be!
There were many things she
wanted to know about the mother of
Billie and Alice. Why had Frank cast
her off? Why had he left his children? Who was to blame? She felt
that she had a right to know the
answer to these questions, and she
broke the silence between herself
and Frank on this subject and asked
him to tell her. His answer was not
satisfactory. They were very young
when they were married, nothing but
a boy and a girl. They thought they
were in love, but as the cares of life
came on, for they did come soon
and heavy, they found that their love
was not sufficient for the strain. It
was impossible for Frank to give up
all the pleasures of youth, and the
mother of his children expected him
to settle down like an old man.
There were contentions and strife
until they concluded to give up the
struggle. Like children, they decided
not to play together any more. At
least, that was the impression Carrie
received.
Frank brought no serious charge
against the children's mother. Because she, a girl of only a little more
than twenty, could not bear the care
and responsibility of five little ones
without becoming fretful and peevish, he had cast her aside and left
her to bear the burden alone. He
had thought that he loved her!
Frank's explanation, coupled
with the prattle of little Alice, brought
a picture before her of that "other
woman." Hands that were roughened with hard work; face that
should have been young and pretty,
seamed with toil and care; eyes that
should have been full of light and
love, heavy with weeping and sorrow
and loneliness. If she, Carrie, should
become worn and fretful, would she
also be cast aside? Her talk with
Frank did not help her any.
Little Billie was rapidly coming to
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perfect health again, not entirely
perfect, for that could never be. One
little bright eye was gone, but the
other had been saved, and as nearly
a perfect substitute as could be
made placed for the absent one.
There was soon to be no excuse
why Alice and Billie should not return to their mother, and Carrie was
hastening to have all those pretty
things that she wished to send home
with them. All day long she sewed
for the children. She was just finishing a "frilly" little skirt for Alice, and
when Frank came in, she held it up
for him to see. He glanced at it, but
saw also that supper was not on the
table. He was tired and hungry, and
the day had not gone pleasantly for
him, and he was in no mood to appreciate the pretty garment.
"Yes, it is pretty," he said
absently, "but where is my supper?
I am hungry. I had only cold lunch
since breakfast. You should have
had it ready."
His indifference hurt her, and his
curt tone (she did not know of his
trying day) cut deeply. She had been
working for his child, and she
thought it only just that he should
show appreciation for her efforts. Up
to this time, before all doubtful
thoughts of him would enter her
mind, she would look for an excuse
for his manner, but now anger and
disgust raged in her bosom as she
arose to set his supper on the table.
Such had been the change that her
awakening had brought to Carrie.
At last the day came for Billie
and Alice to return to their mother.
With keen delight Carrie packed the
things she had made for them, thinking how pleased their mother would
be with them. Their mother! How her
heart ached for Billie's mother! How
she longed to go to her and tell her
how sorry she was and help her bear
her load! But how could she do that?
She must remain the "other woman"
to Billie's mother.
It was hard to give them up,
because they were such adorable
children. That first evening after they
were gone, Carrie took Alma in her
lap and sat down in the little parlor
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just off the room where Alice and
Billie had slept. Frank hesitated a
moment, and then said, "Let us go
on the porch."
"Why," she asked, "should we
go there, for it is more pleasant
here?"
"I cannot stand those empty
beds," he answered with a sigh.
Obediently, she arose and went with
him, and while he read his evening
paper, she pondered deeper and
sadder thoughts than she had ever
imagined.
"If Frank cares so much for his
children, why did he leave them?
What sort of a man is he anyway?"
Then she mused on the joy of
Billie's mother as she held Billie in
her arms. Back came her thoughts
to the lonely, restless man at her
side. "How can two people love children as these two love theirs and
there be no love between the parents? If I were out of the way, perhaps . . . but I am here, I and my
baby."
"If, while her husband liveth, she
be married to another"—these words
of Scripture rang in her mind. "And
whoso marrieth her that is put away."
What was her standing and Frank's
before God? She wondered. What
was to be done? What could be
done? Was there any remedy? "I
knew before I married him, and I am
as guilty as he," she groaned in
spirit.
In the morning she and Frank
took up the course of their lives,
where the going of little Billie and his
sister left them. But Carrie could
never feel the same. She had been
awakened to the evil of divorce, but
too late to keep her foot from the
net. Like Billie's mother, she must
make the best of her disobedience,
a lifelong regret.
I wish this story could be brought
to a happy ending, but it cannot be.
They who break the laws of God
must suffer. Carrie Barret was
awake, but only to sorrow and regret. Frank had shirked one great
responsibility in order to find happiness, and he found only ashes in
breaking God's laws.
Selected

Jeremiah 3:3 Therefore the showers
have been withholden, and there hath
been no latter rain; and thou hadst a
whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be
ashamed.
Genesis 26:18 And Isaac digged
again the wells of water, which they had

digged in the days of Abraham his
father; for the Philistines had stopped
them after the death of Abraham: and he
called their names after the names by
which his father had called them.
19 And Isaac's servants digged in
the valley, and found there a well of

springing water.
Isaiah 44:3 For I will pour water
upon him that is thirsty, and floods
upon the dry ground: I will pour my
spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing
upon thine offspring.

Brother Larry Dishman
A Time of Spiritual Drought
We thank God for all that
He has done and for all that He
is doing. I am glad that God is still
on the throne and that the Lord
Jesus Christ is still building His
church; He is not going to fail. He is
still adding to the church, and our
labor is not in vain in the Lord. I am
glad that God is still hearing and
answering prayer; yet with all of
this, we are living in a time of spiritual drought. In our Scripture text

Jeremiah let us know that whenever
there is a spiritual drought, there
is a reason for it. That is the reason
the Scripture says, "Therefore the
showers have been withholden. . . ."
Wells are reoccurring symbols in
the Word of God. A well is dug
down deep in the earth to the water
table, the level in which the ground
is saturated with water. Well water
is cool, refreshing, and most of all,
fresh. A cistern is something altogether different. It is merely for storing water. Wells and water were the
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most important consideration for life
back in those days. They were the
source of life and the determining
factor for where people built their
homes and their cities.
In our Scripture text we find that
Jeremiah was lamenting the condition of Israel's decline. He said
that God's people were guilty of two
grievous evils. Jeremiah 2:13 states,
"For my people have committed two
evils; they have forsaken me the
fountain of living waters, and
hewed them out cisterns, broken
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cisterns, that can hold no water." He
said in verse 18, "And now what
hast thou to do in the way of Egypt,
to drink the waters of Sihor? or what
hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the
river?"
As we read passages of
Scriptures like this, we cannot help
but wonder how God's people could
find satisfaction in Egypt, a heathen
nation that sought to dominate and
oppress Israel. How could God's
people look to Egypt (a type of the
earthbound system called the world)
to quench their thirst? Professing
Christians can slip into the same
practice today. Many people try to
find more satisfaction in the world
than they do in the things of God.
As believers desiring to press on
to spiritual maturity, I believe that it
is time for each of us to drink deeply
at the well of God. We need to
spend more time reading our Bibles
than reading the sports page in the
newspapers. We need to cultivate a
desire for God and for praying so
that we might be thirsty in our
spirits. Are you thirsty?
Many professing Christians
would rather spend an hour in front
of a television than in God's presence. They find more enjoyment and
satisfaction in cheering for their
favorite teams in the sports stadiums than they do with the people of
God. Far too many people who
claim to be Christians rely on polluted puddles and shallow streams
to quench their thirst. We have to
realize that shallow streams disappear when the heat comes in the
summer.
The Refreshing Waters
of the Spirit
It could be that desperate days
are ahead of us. Therefore, each of
us needs to dig deep down in the
things of God, down where it is
permanently saturated with the
water of God's presence, the water
of God's power, and the water of
God's provision. We need to dig
deep the wells of revival, because
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shallow wells often dry up. Like the
manna that was to be eaten fresh
every day, the refreshing waters of
the Spirit must be received fresh
every day of our lives.
If you forsake the Lord and dig
your own cistern, you will lose the
freshness of the early affection that
you once had for the Lord, and then
you will find other things to satisfy
your soul. That would be doing the
very thing that Paul warned the
Galatians against. He wrote in
Galatians 3:3, "Are ye so foolish?
having begun in the Spirit, are ye
now made perfect by the flesh?"
Cisterns, by their very nature,
cannot supply fresh, living water
found in natural springs and wells.
This is true because wells are
supplied by fresh underground
water, whereas cisterns are but
small reservoirs dug in the ground
to collect and store rainwater. Water
is channeled into these cisterns by
drains from roofs, courtyards,
streets, and sometimes open areas
of land. Therefore, debris and fill
collect in the tanks with the water,
and sediment eventually settles to
the bottom of the reservoir, often
polluting the water.
Jesus talked about a well in John
4:14 when He said, "But whosoever
drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the
water that I shall give him shall be
in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life." God does not
want His people to drink from the
wells of worldly preoccupations. We
must refuse to drink the stagnant,
sin-infested, putrid waters of the
world. We must dig new wells and
dig deep into the waters of God.
Jesus also talked about a well in
John 7:37-39, which states: "In the
last day, that great day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any
man thirst, let him come unto me,
and drink. He that believeth on me,
as the scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit,
which they that believe on him
should receive: for the Holy Ghost
was not yet given; because that Jesus
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was not yet glorified.)" We must
allow this well to continually, eternally flow within us. Each of us can
drink from this ever-flowing well.
You can leave the dry desert and, by
the help of God, catch the wind of
God.
This passage of Scripture tells us
that when the Holy Spirit is given,
the man who believes on Christ will
have a wonderful experience: the
experience of having rivers of living
waters flow from his innermost being. Where are these rivers of living
waters? Where do you see these
rivers of living waters? In many
places do you know what people
see? They see a dry, barren, parched
ground. They do not see these rivers
as they need to see them. If water
was pouring forth in streams and
rivers from the lives of all those who
claim to be Christians, people could
not help but get a drink of this water
and live. Our lives should be powerful influences and should bring the
water of life to a thirsty world. God
has provided an abundant supply of
the Spirit's rivers. He sent floods
and oceans so that we do not have to
try to live off the meager drops now
and then.
An Ever-Flowing Fountain
Christ is like a river that
continues to flow. There is always a
fresh supply of water coming from
the fountainhead so that men might
live. Christ is an ever-flowing
fountain. He is continually supplying His people. This fountain can
bubble up within you.
Today many people claim to be
saved, but they are more dead than
alive. A lot of folks say, "I'm saved";
however, they are more off than on,
more wrong than right, more spirit
thrilled than Spirit filled. Folks can
become satisfied with quick showers
rather than desiring the floodgates
to be open from Heaven. Folks can
grow accustomed to the outer fringe
of God's works and forget about the
reality of God's power.
We should not be satisfied with
anything but a flood. Isaiah 44:3

says, "For I will pour water upon
him that is thirsty, and floods upon
the dry ground." May God help us,
saints of God. If we are not careful,
we will settle for a small puddle of
God's revival in the wilderness instead of allowing God to come right
down and flood our souls. We are
living in a day when being powerless is the norm rather than the exception, with more deserts than
downpours, more perversion than
power, and more compromise than
conviction. We need the One who
condescends to dwell in mortals and
fill them with His Holy Spirit.
Do you realize that not many
people are attracted to a church that
is as cold as ice and a preacher who
is as dry as dust? I want you to
notice what the Bible says in the
Book of Ezekiel. In the valley of dry
bones, their dryness was positive
proof of death. Ezekiel 37:2 states,
". . . behold, there were very many
in the open valley; and, lo, they
were very dry." I believe that is the
condition of many professing Christians today; they are very dry, spiritually speaking. This valley of dry
b
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is a striking symbol of a lifeless
church. Unless the breath of the
Divine comes, the dry bones cannot
live.
Signs of Spiritual Dryness
One sign of dryness is when
there is no rejoicing. Psalm 85:6
reads, "Wilt thou not revive us
again: that thy people may rejoice in
thee?" In a true revival this water
will cause rejoicing.
Isaiah 12:1-6 reads: "And in that
day thou shalt say, O LORD, I will
praise thee: though thou wast angry
with me, thine anger is turned
away, and thou comfortedst me.
Behold, God is my salvation; I will
trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD
JEHOVAH is my strength and my
song; he also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye
draw water out of the wells of salvation. And in that day shall ye say,
Praise the LORD, call upon his name,

declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name is
exalted. Sing unto the LORD; for he
hath done excellent things: this is
known in all the earth. Cry out and
shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for
great is the Holy One of Israel in the
midst of thee."
We have much to praise God
for. God has been good to us. My
friend, all you have to do is look
around at others and you will realize that you have much to thank and
praise God for.
I am reminded of a man who
praised God much of the time. No
matter what happened, he praised
God, and he was always going
around the church and on the job
praising God. He came out of
church one Sunday night and a
wind came and got hold of his new
hat and blew it out in the road. He
had just bought that hat, and along
came a car and ran over it and
smashed it as flat as it could be.
There he stood on the sidewalk and
said, "Well, thank the Lord!"
Someone said to him, "You're
plum crazy; there's your brand- new
hat out there ruined in the middle of
the road, and here you are on the
sidewalk praising God."
He said, "I'm praising God
because my head wasn't in it." There
is always a reason to praise God.
One time a man explained why
he had not been coming to church.
He told his pastor, "I'll just tell you.
The kids have been sick, I've been
working and working, and it's been
raining and raining and raining."
The pastor stopped him and
said, "Just let me tell you something.
It's been dry over at the church."
He said, "I know, and that's
another reason I haven't been
coming."
Psalm 47:1 says, "O clap your
hands, all ye people; shout unto God
with the voice of triumph." There is
victory in praise! If you will study
the Book of Acts, you will read that
revival happened over and over
again. It was not because everything
was going smoothly for the disciples, but every time they started
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praising God and rejoicing, people
got saved and God began to work
miracles. They did not wait to praise
God after people got saved; they
praised God before people got
saved. After the Philippian jailer
had beaten Paul and Silas, they
were praising God and rejoicing.
God came down and got hold of that
prison and shook it, and then all the
doors were opened, every man's
bands were loosed, and there was
salvation in that place. Are you
thirsty? I do not know about you,
but I am thirsty for a genuine revival, and I am thirsty for more of
God.
Psalm 46:4 says, "There is a
river, the streams whereof shall
make glad the city of God, the holy
place of the tabernacles of the most
High." Thank God, there is still a
river, but many people have allowed their water to become stagnant, and their oasis has returned to
desert dunes.
Further evidence of going
through a dry spell is the lack of
prayer. A prayerless condition
shows a lack. Do you know why?
When you are dry and empty, you
feel little compulsion to pray. How
do I know that? Because I have been
there. There is a reason that so many
people are so dry and so empty.
In many cases they have simply
neglected their secret closet prayer.
Nothing can dispel that dryness
and emptiness any quicker than
spending time alone with God.
Dead churches must be
quickened, or made alive, with
prayer. Persistent prayer will bring
life back to a dead church. Every
revival that has taken place since the
Day of Pentecost has begun
in the Upper Room. I am encouraged, because all we have to do is
look at the history of the church to
find that time and time again, God
has given the church drenching
downpours. You can even read
about it in history.
The Great Need of Revival
The church today is in desperate
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need of a drenching downpour.
Someone may say, "Don't you think
we are having showers?" Yes, thank
God for what we are seeing, but we
need a drenching downpour of
God's Holy Spirit. In Martin Luther's
day they had a drenching downpour, as well as Wesley's day and
D. S. Warner's day. Down through
the history of the church, God has
blessed the church with drenching
downpours of His Spirit, and that is
what we need today. My friend, do
you know what we are called to do?
We are called to redig the wells of
revival that we can read of taking
place in the past.
It is time to discover the ancient
inheritances upon which the church
was founded. We need a fresh
breeze of God's Spirit to blow once
again. Friend, God is still in the
refreshing business. He is still in the
reviving business. He is anxious and
waiting to refresh and revive His
people. I am anxiously waiting for
the wind to blow again and to hear
the sounds of that wind and rain.
God is ready to refresh us and to
revive us, but we must meet the
conditions.
Can you imagine the early
church caught up in the winds of
Pentecost with only one hundred
twenty members? They did not need
a marketing team or an advertisement of any kind. The Gospel was
manifested by an outward display
of inward spiritual power. Mighty
signs and wonders were wrought by
the power of the Holy Spirit, and the
news of this went out to the uttermost parts of the earth. The revival
in the Book of Acts did not need
electric or nuclear power. The Day
of Pentecost did not depend on
political or financial power. However, I will tell you what they did
have: they had Holy Ghost power.
That is what the church needs today.
God's wind of refreshing needs
to blow in our lives. These winds
will blow away ritualism, legalism,
religious performance, and vain
attempts to please men. The wind is
God's power. In the Upper Room
they gathered one hundred twenty
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faithful followers, waiting for the
wind. There was no human prop or
illustrated sermon. They did not
have any special music. They did
not have any special human efforts
or planning. Acts 2:2 states, "And
suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they
were sitting." Just as they were all
filled with a mighty outpouring of
the Holy Spirit then, it could happen
today.
In my travels through many
cities, I have seen the rain pour
down on one side of town, yet everything was dry on the other side
of town. When we got to another
side of town, it had been raining for
some time and everything was
soaked, and the sky was dark and
cloudy. Friend, this can happen
right in the church services. Why is
that? People can be in the wrong
position.
Are you being blown by the dry
winds of this world instead of receiving the rushing wind of fire? As
the people of God, we have to adjust
ourselves and catch the wind. I will
tell you what the problem is. As I
have traveled around, I have observed that too often people themselves are willing to endure dryness
rather than to seek the face of God.
How to Be Refreshed
in Your Spiritual Walk
I want God's total presence. I
want to flow in the river of love.
Again, Isaiah 44:3 says, "For I will
pour water upon him that is thirsty,
and floods upon the dry ground."
You have to be thirsty for this. You
cannot have a half-hearted attitude
about revival and about seeing souls
saved. You might have to repent of
your past and be refreshed in your
spiritual walk. It is time to quit
crawling around in the pigpen and
start washing in the Living Water of
Jesus. The time has come for each
and every one who claims to be
saved to come clean with God and
to be washed by the blood. The only
way to turn from the desert and
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death is to repent.
I believe that God's people can
let the streams and the waters of
God loose in their lives through
repentance. Before you enter into
the refreshing presence of the Lord,
you might possibly need to turn
away from some things. God may
lay His finger on some things in
your life and say: "I am displeased
with some things. I want you to lay
those things aside. I do not want you
to do this and that anymore." Second
Chronicles 7:14 reads, "If my people,
which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and will heal their land."
Like a parched land drinking in
sudden rain, those who thirst and
hunger after righteousness shall be
filled. In these last days in which we
are living, God is searching for people who will repent and be refreshed and restored and who will
eagerly expect and pray for genuine
revival.
I ask you, are you dry? There is
no dry place in God. Are you ready
to have restored to you everything
that the devil has stolen? Are you
ready to take back what rightfully
belongs to you? Are you in a dry
season? You must be honest with
yourself. Do you feel thirsty? Do you
feel empty? Has your joy dried up?
If so, are you willing to forsake that
desert?
Some wells are still around that
men drank from when this world
was young. Women used to come
with pitchers on their heads and
sing and draw water from those
wells at the dawn of history. Do you
realize that in spite of all the ages,
some of those wells are still fresh?
Some of those ancient wells that
were dug in the very dawn of history are still being used today, such
as the well of Jacob. Jesus was weary
with His journey and drank of that
well, though Jacob had been sleeping in his grave for centuries. Some
wells, in the persevering and providence of God, are never choked up.

The common faded wells are not
like that. Time, changing environment, and even malicious mischief
have clogged up many wells. The
water is still down there, but it is
buried.
There are well springs from
which our fathers quenched their
thirst. Those wells were cool waters
to their parched souls. There were
deep places from which men drew
comfort, power, and hope. Just as
our fathers were refreshed from
those ancient wells, we stand in
need of being refreshed. However,
the sad fact is that some of those
wells have been stopped up. Revival
wells provide water and refreshing
for people who are dying and who
are spiritually thirsty. How many
thousands are dying, looking for a
well of revival?
Are You Willing to Dig Deep?
In our Scripture text Isaac did
not ask God to send an angel from
Heaven to unstop those wells. Instead, Isaac and his men digged
again the wells of their fathers. This
verse tells us that Isaac had his men
redig the wells that his father Abraham had originally dug many years
before. Although his father's enemies had stopped up those wells,
Isaac still called them by their
original names.
Every place where revival has
been in the past can still experience
revival today. I believe that God
longs to uncap some of the ancient
wells of revival. God is calling evangelists, pastors, and congregations to
redig those wells. God is saying that
we can go to the wells of our
spiritual forefathers and dig again
and find new streams of revival
bubbling forth. Are you willing to
dig?
Of all the parables that Jesus
spoke, I think the one most wonderful for its intensity and power is
the parable of the wise man who
built his house upon a rock and the
foolish man who built his house
upon the sand. The wise man dug
deep, but the expression is far stron-

ger than digging deep. Friend, he
kept on digging, and it pictures a
man who takes his spade and says,
"There is a rock down here." He digs
and digs and gets tired and worn
out, and the sweat begins to fall, but
he will not stop because he is positive that if he keeps digging, he will
dig down to a rock. Therefore, he
keeps digging, and the sweat falls,
and he becomes weary; but at last he
strikes a solid rock, and he builds
there.
I thought about the foolish man.
Was there not a solid base where he
could build? Yes, down deep under
the sand was a rock that he could
have built upon, but he refused to
dig. He was too sluggish to dig, so
he took things as he found them.
Therefore, when the storm broke,
the house fell, and great was the fall
of it.
My friend, one blight upon the
church today is that people just will
not dig deep. To bend over and dig
and vow before Heaven to only
build on the Rock is too much trouble for some, but this is what it will
take to have revival. The pastor
cannot dig the well for you. Good
parents cannot dig the well for you.
They cannot unclog your well; you
have to do it.
Most of my prayers have been to
pray for patience and endurance.
Just as water dripping on the same
spot over the years can wear away
the hardest rock, so persistent prayer for the same request will produce
a breakthrough. I am praying for
revival. We have not seen the revival that we have been longing for,
but we must keep praying, because
in time that same knocking will
bring a breakthrough.
An Abundant Supply
Maybe you are walking through
the driest, darkest, most desperate
situation in your life, but hold on:
joy comes in the morning. Psalm
30:5 tells us that "weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in
the morning." No matter how hot
the night has been, the dawn is
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always accompanied by a cool,
moist breeze. It will cool your
fever-scorched brow. At times, the
drought may seem as if it will never
end, but morning will come.
Dear one, has a dry season
overtaken you? If so, it is time to
come out of that dry season. It is
time to drink in the rain of the Holy
Spirit. It will quench that thirst
down in your soul, and you will
come out of the desert into the Living Water. Are you willing to turn
your back on that dry season and
walk into the refreshing rivers of
God's presence? Are you ready for
the dry season to end? God is ready
for it to end.
As Christians, we have a great
job ahead of us. If you drive through
a town after a tornado or a hurricane
has ravished buildings, no one has
to tell you what happened; the
evidence is there. Likewise, a fire
leaves a self-announcement that it
has been there. A flood leaves unmistakable evidence of its presence.
If you are on fire for God, people
will know. If the wind and the Spirit
are blowing in your life, the evidence will be there. God is calling
you to dig out the debris from the
old wells so that the starting of
a new revival will be upon the
foundation of the old revivals.
What debris is hindering that
well in you from springing up?
What debris has fallen into your
well? What is hindering the water
from bubbling up, that river of Living Water? Could it be pride? If so,
you have to get it out. Could
self-righteousness be clogging your
well? Do you have uncontrollable
anger clogging your well? Do you
have jealousy or envy? Have you
compromised? Compromise will
clog your well. Are you holding a
grudge against a brother or a sister?
That will clog up your well. If there
is unforgiveness in your heart toward an individual, that means the
water is not flowing freely, as it
should. If there has been prayerlessness in your life, that means the
water is not flowing as freely as it
should. Are you lethargic or luke21

warm? It is time to clear out those
polluted wells caused by division.
Digging an old well again is
a lengthy, laborious, unpleasant
task. Digging wells is hard work.
You may feel that your efforts are
feeble, but no rock can withstand
constant tapping or hammering in
the same spot without cracking. You
must keep on praying. This thirst
will cause you to keep digging.
The water of God's Spirit is
absolutely free, but we have to wait
by faith continually to receive the
fresh infilling of God's promises.
You need a fresh, abundant supply

of this water that brings life. Are
you willing to unstop the well within? That well is meant to flow with
rivers of Living Water. Your well
may be obstructed to the degree that
hardly any water can flow forth.
What keeps Living Water from your
well? What is hindering the well of
God's Spirit from issuing forth as a
mighty river?
Again, Genesis 26:18 says, "And
Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the
days of Abraham his father." My
friend, are you thirsty for more of
God? Do you want more of His pres-

ence in your life? If so, you must
come to God.
Maybe you are unsaved, but are
you thirsty? You know that sin cannot satisfy. Though you have tried
many different things, you still have
an emptiness and a longing within
you, and you are hungry. Jesus said
that He would give you a drink of
water. If you will drink this water,
you will never thirst again. You
need to unclog the well. Won't you
redig your well? You need the Lord,
and now is a good time to pray.
(C ompact D isc TR-097E)

I Would Be Like Jesus
Earthly pleasures vainly call me,
I would be like Jesus;
Nothing worldly shall enthrall me,
I would be like Jesus,
He has broken every fetter,
I would be like Jesus;
That my soul may serve Him better,
I would be like Jesus,
All the way from earth to glory,
I would be like Jesus;
Telling o'er and o'er the story,
I would be like Jesus,
That in Heaven He may meet me,
I would be like Jesus;
That His words, "Well done" may greet me,
I would be like Jesus.
Be like Jesus is my song,
In the home and in the throng;
Be like Jesus all day long!
I would be like Jesus.
James Rowe
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John 4:35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.

Brother C. H. Dickerson
Walking in the Evening Light
Many things can discourage
people in their Christian walk. No
matter how spiritual you may be,
some things that come along can
cause you to feel down. However,
Jesus wants His people to look up,
not down. He wants you to be
encouraged. When Jesus looked at
the world and saw the many souls
who needed to be saved, He said in
Matthew 9:37, "The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are
few." My friend, do not get discouraged. There is a great work to do.
In Isaiah 30:26 the Prophet Isaiah let us know that in this evening
time the Lord would bind up the
breach of His people and heal their
wounds. He also said the light
would be sevenfold. In other words,
in this evening time we are walking

in the greatest light ever. I thank
God for that light! As we look at the
seven church ages explained in the
Revelation, we can see where the
people failed to do what God wanted them to do. As a result, they
found themselves in trouble.
On the Day of Pentecost the
people were so filled with praise
that they were accused of being
drunk. Approximately twenty-two
years later, Paul counseled them
and said they were too carnal. They
had drifted and left their first love.
We can look in Revelation, Chapters
2 and 3, to see how they allowed
false doctrines to be taught among
them.
John gave us a picture of what
people had fallen over, and his writings warn us not to go down the
same road. No matter how much
truth you have, there is always the
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possibility of your falling. In the
Gospel age in which we are living,
we can look back and see the pitfalls
of the previous ages. We can see the
battles and the trials of the church,
and we can see how they overcame.
Unfortunately, today people are
leaving their first love. Many people
have backslidden and have gone
back into sin. Also, procrastination
is in full swing in many people's
lives, and lukewarmness is at its
peak. People's vision concerning the
lost has become clouded. There was
a time when people went to church
and really enjoyed it, but now many
people are not much interested.
Some people even talk while the
message is going forth. My friend,
you cannot talk and hear at the same
time. Proverbs 29:18 states, "Where
there is no vision, the people perish."
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Moses had a great undertaking
in leading the Israelites out of
Egyptian bondage. He followed
God's directions, but it was not an
easy task. It took forty years, and he
faced battles within and without, yet
he accomplished the work that God
called him to do. Today we are
seeing battles lost simply because
men's hearts are failing them
because of fear.
God Expects Full Obedience
After Moses died, God chose
Joshua, and he, too, was confronted
with many obstacles. After he
crossed the Jordan River and journeyed into the land of Canaan, he
faced many hard places. I want you
to consider some of the difficult
places that Joshua faced. First, he
faced the great city of Jericho.
Jericho is a type of the man-made
systems that fight God's Truth.
These man-made systems are trying
their best to halt the advancement of
the Church of God; nevertheless,
God has given the church the power
to overthrow Babylon.
In Revelation 18:4 John wrote,
"And I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of
her plagues." God does not want His
people to mix with Babylon. (Babylon refers to any religion that tries
to make an independent way to
Heaven rather than the Bible way.)
Some people in Babylon are trying
to make a name for themselves by
creating their own doctrines and by
making their own rules. Second
Corinthians 6:17 reads, "Come out
from among them, and be ye separate . . . and touch not the unclean
thing."
Joshua 6:2-5 states: "And the
LORD said unto Joshua, See, I have
given into thine hand Jericho, and
the king thereof, and the mighty
men of valour. And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and
go round about the city once. Thus
shalt thou do six days. And seven
priests shall bear before the ark
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seven trumpets of rams' horns: and
the seventh day ye shall compass
the city seven times, and the priests
shall blow with the trumpets. And it
shall come to pass, that when they
make a long blast with the ram's
horn, and when ye hear the sound of
the trumpet, all the people shall
shout with a great shout; and the
wall of the city shall fall down flat,
and the people shall ascend up
every man straight before him." God
is precise in His instructions. The
reason the walls of Jericho fell was
that the people of God carried out
the instructions precisely as God
said.
Another time when God gave
precise instructions was when the
children of Israel were coming out of
Egyptian bondage. God told them to
kill a lamb on a certain day, at a
certain time of the month, and a
certain time of the year. It was to be
cooked a certain way and eaten at a
certain time. Also, it had to be a
certain size to be sufficient for the
number of people in the home. If it
was too large, they were to share it
with the home next to them, not
with people whom they liked better
down the street. God was precise
about those things, and when they
were obedient, they enjoyed victory
and freedom.
If you want to be free, you must
be precise in the way you live, in
what you do, in how you dress, in
what you talk about, and in where
you go. If you will be precise about
these things, you will not get confused. If you are not precise about
your obedience, you are going to
end up in confusion. If you are going to stay true to God, you must be
precise in your living and do exactly
as God says.
The Word of God is clear and
precise. You may work in a factory
and operate machinery, and they
have a certain tolerance. However,
there is no tolerance in the Word of
God. You are either obedient or
disobedient. There is no such thing
as being close. If you are not doing
what God says to do, you cannot
increase in faith.
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If people in Babylon ever get
free from their bondage, they are
going to have to see the Church of
God. They will have to come out
and take a stand and be what God
wants them to be.
The Time of Harvest Is Here
In Matthew 3:12 John the
Baptist, in speaking of Jesus, said,
"Whose fan is in his hand, and he
will thoroughly purge his floor, and
gather his wheat into the garner; but
he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire."
God is gathering the wheat into
the garner and burning up the chaff
through faithful ministers who
preach the Word of God. My friend,
you must measure to God's Word or
be burned up as chaff. The reason
people get angry and walk out or sit
and shake their fists at the preacher
is that they get burned up as the
message goes forth. God did not call
ministers to soothe people but to
declare the Truth. God is going to
come one day and declare time to be
no more; and at that time, He is
going to judge the people. To the
church He will say, "Enter in," but
the chaff will be burned with
everlasting fire throughout eternity.
Babylon is a city of confusion.
They say you have to join their
church. Also, they believe that the
devil was once in Heaven and was
kicked out because of disobedience.
The truth is, the devil was never in
Heaven. The Bible says he was a liar
and a murderer from the beginning,
and no liars or murderers will ever
enter Heaven. The devil was created
for one purpose, and that was to
give you and me a choice about
whom we would serve. Do you
want to serve God? Do you want to
walk the strait and narrow way? Do
you want to live right and hear Him
say, "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant" or do you want to
please the flesh? If you choose the
latter, when you stand before God,
even though you might have a form
of religion, He will say, "Depart
from Me. I don't even know you."

In Revelation, Chapter 17, John
depicted a harlot woman who causes people to commit spiritual fornication. He said in Revelation 18:1-2:
"I saw another angel come down
from heaven, having great power;
and the earth was lightened with his
glory. And he cried mightily with a
strong voice, saying, Babylon the
great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and
the hold of every foul spirit, and a
cage of every unclean and hateful
bird." A cage is used to hold something in captivity. Babylon is a cage
to hold people captive. She has some
truth, and she deceptively works to
hold the people.
The saints need to strive for
unity. The word unity, according to
Webster's Dictionary is "the quality of
being one in the spirit for one
purpose." The Apostle Paul let us
know that unity is a must. He said
in 1 Corinthians 3:6-9: "I have
planted, Apollos watered; but God
gave the increase. So then neither is
he that planteth any thing, neither
he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase [you may think you
are doing much to plant and water,
but it is nothing unless God gives
the increase]. Now he that planteth
and he that watereth are one: and
every man shall receive his own
reward according to his own labour.
For we are labourers together with
God."
My friend, it takes someone to
sow and someone to water. We must
work together with God. We must
labor as God has planned in order to
have an increase. I repeat, we are
laborers together with God. A lack
of unity will defeat us.
A Spiritual Battle
We are in a spiritual battle. We
are not fighting with guns and
knives. We are battling the evils of
this world, and one of those evils is
compromise. There has never been a
time when compromise was as great
as it is today. The true ministry is
preaching the Word of God, but
people are becoming so disgruntled,

and they are working against the
Truth and the people of God. How
do they work against the people of
God? They try to destroy people
with their mouths.
You may battle past failures, but
you must put those things behind
you and not allow them to defeat
you. You must not get discouraged
and become idle or slack off. You
ought to put everything you have
into this great work. There is a
whole world to be rescued from
Satan's control. The field is white
and ready to be harvested.
There was a time when King
David was idle and found himself in
much trouble. Second Samuel 11:1-2
reads: "And it came to pass, after the
year was expired, at the time when
kings go forth to battle, that David
sent Joab, and his servants with him,
and all Israel; and they destroyed
the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried
still at Jerusalem. And it came to
pass in an eveningtide, that David
arose from off his bed, and walked
upon the roof of the king's house:
and from the roof he saw a woman
washing herself; and the woman
was very beautiful to look upon."
David should have been out on the
battlefield, but he was idle at home,
and as he walked out on the rooftop,
he saw a temptation. If you read all
of Chapter 11, you will read of his
sin and the consequences.
Consider Samson, a man whom
God had chosen to deliver the
Israelites from forty years of serving
the Philistines. He was never to cut
his hair, for therein was his strength.
When he grew up, he went down to
the Philistines and saw a certain
woman and decided that he wanted
her. He said to his parents, "Get her
for me to wife." His parents said to
him, "Is there never a woman
among the daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that
thou goest to take a wife of the
uncircumcised Philistines?" Samson
said, "Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well" (Judges 14:3).
Friend, this is the same spirit
that the devil will try to get in the
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people of God. It is a spirit of
pleasing self and not considering
what pleases God, the church, or the
pastor, as long as self can get what
he wants. Many souls have been lost
because people have put their
desires ahead of everything and
everyone else.
Jesus said to "look on the fields."
The fields are the world. God has
given His people a standard to measure to. Ephesians 6:10-12 states:
"Finally, my brethren, be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of his
might. Put on the whole armour of
God, [According to 2 Corinthians
6:7, that armor is 'By the word of
truth, by the power of God, by the
armour of righteousness on the right
hand and on the left.' The Apostle
Paul said to put on all the Truth and
to be backed by all the power of God
and all righteousness.] that ye may
be able to stand against the wiles [or
the tricks] of the devil. For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places."
Friend, we are in a battle, and
the Apostle Paul said to put on the
whole armor of God so that we
might be able to stand. Simply
standing is not gaining anything.
We must press ahead. Ephesians
6:13 reads, "Wherefore take unto
you the whole armour of God, that
ye may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to
stand." We are to stand and press
further and defeat the devil in a
greater way. God gives us power to
withstand, to press on, to gain more
of God, to gain more strength, and
to have more power with God so
that we can see greater works for
God and see more souls helped.
God Has a Work for You to Do
The church is the only hope
for this wicked world. We are living
in a time when the devil has been
turned loose and God has been
taken out of the government and out
of the public schools. It is no longer
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permissible to have a picture of
Christ or the Ten Commandments
displayed in the public schools or in
many public places. The church has
the power, and if people will get on
their knees and pray fervently to
God, we could turn this thing
around. We have a God who has all
power, and He can change any situation. Things may look dismal, dark,
and dreary, but if people would
really do business with God and
fervently pray, God would move.
May God help us.
We are in one of the greatest
battles that the world has ever been
in. We have never been in a battle
like we are facing today. This
spiritual wickedness is great because these evil spirits cannot be
seen until it is too late. It can be
likened to a thunderstorm that comes along and suddenly the thunder roars and the lightning strikes,
but it is too late then. This is the way
it is with these things of the world.
The big battle is getting people to
measure to the Bible standard. If
they do not measure to God's Word,
it will produce spiritual darkness.
Jesus talked about this in Matthew
6:23 when he said, "But if thine eye
be evil, thy whole body shall be full
of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in thee be darkness, how
great is that darkness!"

I want you to see that our world
needs help, and only the church can
point to the cure. Our world, our
country, and our cities have many
ailments. They are sick because of
sin. Drugs, drunkenness, murders,
and gangs are all results of sin.
People need help. Who is going to
help them? The saints of God must
get hold of God to change these
things. There is a work to be done.
Jesus said to look on the fields. We
must do that to see the sad conditions that exist for our children and
our grandchildren.
We are living in a day when
schools are filled with violence and
drugs. The only Bible that the world
and sinners can see is the church.
That places a tremendous load of
responsibility on us. I wonder, as
they look at you, do they see you as
a true ambassador for Christ or do
they see you as a traitor of the faith?
Friend, you can get to the place
where you are lax in the work of
God. If you become idle, it is going
to get you in trouble.
Young person, it is going to get
you in trouble when you are idle
because God has a work for you to
do. He saved you for a purpose. He
did not save you just to take you to
Heaven or you would already be
there. He gives each of us something

to do. You may say, "I haven't found
anything to do." Have you tried to
help? One way you can help is to
pray for the song leader, the
preacher, the choir director, and the
young people's leader. You ought to
have a burden for them, and then
ask if you can assist them in any
way. A good servant is in the helping business, and there is advancement in serving God. If you are ever
going to help, you need to start now.
When I taught a Sunday school
class years ago, by the help of God,
we built that class up to one hundred people. When a person missed
a Sunday, we sent out a card or visited that person. The next Sunday
that individual was in Sunday
school. We must take time to contact
people. Saint, you need to look on
the fields. Lost and dying souls are
out there suffering, and many people are bound by the habits of life.
They are heading to a lost eternity.
We each need to sow seeds and
water them, and then we can see
more souls brought to God. Christian friend, are you doing your part?
If not, you need to ask God to help
you to look out upon the lost and
labor to gather them into the harvest
before it is too late.
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Him in prayer and ask Him to reveal any shortcoming in your life
that needs to be corrected. In Psalm
139:23-24 David penned these
words: "Search me, O God, and
know my heart: try me, and know
my thoughts; And see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting." David said,
"Search me," and then he added
"lead me." God does not want you to
be in doubt or in confusion regarding your soul's welfare. You should
not allow your feelings to overly
affect you. Remember, feelings can
rise and fall due to circumstances.
Known sin in the heart is the thing
that will separate you from God.
In Hebrews 4:3 we read, "For we

which have believed do enter into
rest." When real faith is exercised, a
rest comes to the soul and the mind.
Satan's desire is to rob men and
women of this rest that God has
given. He will do everything possible to mar it. Many times he slyly
uses feelings to misguide individuals, thus hindering their peace and
rest. Remember the old adage,
"Peace is not a feeling, but rather it
is a knowledge." Knowledge that
you have done the will of God in all
things will bring peace to the heart
and mind. You must strive to overcome all feelings of fear and doubt
through faith in God.

surrender or lose his faith in God.
No doubt, many times things really
looked dark and hopeless, yet he
held fast to the hand of God. Regardless of his physical hardships,
he believed that God would bring
him through with victory. Job was
willing to die trusting God. His
words are recorded in Job 13:15,
which reads, "Though he slay me,
yet will I trust in him." Job's faith in
God was firm and unmovable regardless of his feelings, his sufferings, or any opposition the devil
hurled at him.
Dear reader, is there a question
or a doubt regarding your experience with God? If so, you can go to
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Selected

Winter 2009 Camp Meeting Recordings
CD NO.

DATE

MESSAGE TITLE

MINISTER

TR-539M
TR-540E

12-27-09

Gratitude Should Be Our Biggest Effort
Winning Christ

Brother E. David Stegmeier
Brother Richard Talbot

TR-541M
TR-542A
TR-543E

12-28-09

Angels
Prayer—A Christian Lifeline
Let Brotherly Love Continue

Brother Calvin Foster
Brother E. David Stegmeier
Brother Richard Talbot

TR-544M
TR-545A
TR-546E

12-29-09

Discerning the Voice of the Shepherd
Living by Faith
Thought Control

Brother Leamon Whitehead
Brother E. David Stegmeier
Brother Richard Talbot

TR-547M
TR-548A

12-30-09

The Garment of Praise
God's Chosen Fast

Brother Paul Prinkey
Brother E. David Stegmeier

TM-207
TM-208
TM-209
TM-210

2009
2009
2009
2009

Winter Camp Meeting Songs #1
Winter Camp Meeting Songs #2
Winter Camp Meeting Songs #3
Winter Camp Meeting Songs #4

2009
2009
2009

Winter Camp Meeting Choir Songs
All Songs for the Winter Camp Meeting on MP3
All Messages for the Winter Camp Meeting on MP3

R ecord ings are available on CD 's for a donation of $3.00 each & M P 3's for a donation of $10.00 each (this provides a substantial savings for you). T he
postage is $3.00 for CD / M P 3 and $0.35 for each ad ditional. Ord er by w riting T he Gospel T rum peter, T ap e M inistry, 675 N . Cedar St., N ew ark, Ohio
43055, or by calling Brother Jam es Y ork or Sister R achel Fow ler. Call 740-366-1009 or 740-345-1312, the Print Shop. M ake check or m oney order
in U .S. funds payable to T he Gospel T rumpeter.

FAITHFULNESS TO CHRIST—
Put DANIEL in the den of lions;
Cast his THREE FRIENDS in the furnace;
Made STEPHEN the first martyr;
Took JOHN the BAPTIST'S head off;
Caused PETER to be crucified;
Brought PAUL to the execution block;
Burned EARLY CHRISTIANS at the stake.
QUESTION: What does it cost us?
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