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The season has come around
once again when people are reminded of their need to be thankful for their many blessings. Each
year our nation sets this special
day aside to reverence and honor
God for His manifold blessings to
us as a people. The expressing of
gratitude and appreciation for
God's bountiful blessings shown
toward us surely is needed. Without a doubt, we are the most highly prosperous people on the face of
the earth, being blessed beyond
measure with multitudes of material benefits. America has been
endowed with great quantities of
natural resources, education, and
technology, which has far exceeded that of other nations. The
greatest blessing and privilege we
have is being free to worship God
without the fear of being punished or arrested. God is so very
good to us, and we must never
forget the blessings that He has
so graciously bestowed upon us,
and we must never fail to give
Him the thanks due to Him.
Have you ever stopped to
consider how blessed you really
are? Acts 17:28 tells us, "For in
him we live, and move, and have
our being." It is because of our
loving and merciful Heavenly
Father that we are alive and able
to breathe fresh air every day. He
gives each of us the strength to
rise from the bed each morning
and go about our duties. He provides food for us to partake of
that brings nourishment to the
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body. We have eyes to behold the
beautiful creation that He has
placed here for us to enjoy and
ears to hear the delightful sounds
of nature. All these physical
blessings come from the hand of
God. It is so sad that His goodness is too often taken for
granted. Multitudes are ready to
receive, but never think of telling
Him thank you. Praise to the
Giver is readily forgotten.
During Jesus' earthly ministry, He healed ten lepers who met
Him on His way to Jerusalem and
desired to be delivered from their
dreaded disease. In His kindness
He miraculously healed all ten
men of their leprosy. They all
went happily on their way but
one, who "turned back, and with
a loud voice glorified God" (Luke
17:15). Only one stopped and considered what the Savior had done
for him. In Luke 17:16 we find
that this leper "fell down on his
face at his feet, giving him
thanks." You can almost hear him
saying, "Thank You, Jesus, for
Your loving kindness and the
mercy that You have bestowed
upon me." The other nine received healing of the Lord, but
never thought to offer any praise
or thanksgiving in return. We
need to be careful and not allow a
spirit of ingratitude to abide in
our hearts.
Forgetting to thank and honor
God who has so generously bestowed blessings upon us can
[ c o n t in u e d o n p a g e 2 5 ]

Romans 7:1 Know ye not, brethren,
(for I speak to them that know the law,)
how that the law hath dominion over a
man as long as he liveth?
2 For the woman which hath an
husband is bound by the law to her
husband so long as he liveth; but if the
husband be dead, she is loosed from the
law of her husband.
3 So then if, while her husband
liveth, she be married to another man,
she shall be called an adulteress: but if
her husband be dead, she is free from
that law; so that she is no adulteress,
though she be married to another man.
4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also
are become dead to the law by the body
of Christ; that ye should be married to
another, even to him who is raised from
the dead, that we should bring forth
fruit unto God.
5 For when we were in the flesh, the
motions of sins, which were by the law,
did work in our members to bring forth
fruit unto death.
6 But now we are delivered from

the law, that being dead wherein we
were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of
the letter.
7 What shall we say then? Is the
law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not
known sin, but by the law: for I had not
known lust, except the law had said,
Thou shalt not covet.
8 But sin, taking occasion by the
commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the
law sin was dead.
9 For I was alive without the law
once: but when the commandment came,
sin revived, and I died.
10 And the commandment, which
was ordained to life, I found to be unto
death.
11 For sin, taking occasion by the
commandment, deceived me, and by it
slew me.
12 Wherefore the law is holy, and
the commandment holy, and just, and
good.
13 Was then that which is good

made death unto me? God forbid. But
sin, that it might appear sin, working
death in me by that which is good; that
sin by the commandment might become
exceeding sinful.
14 For we know that the law is
spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under
sin.
15 For that which I do I allow not:
for what I would, that do I not; but what
I hate, that do I.
16 If then I do that which I would
not, I consent unto the law that it is
good.
17 Now then it is no more I that do
it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
18 For I know that in me (that is, in
my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to
will is present with me; but how to
perform that which is good I find not.
19 For the good that I would I do
not: but the evil which I would not, that
I do.
20 Now if I do that I would not, it
is no more I that do it, but sin that
dwelleth in me.

Brother Roger L. Decker
The Power of Deception
Deception is running rampant in
the world, and it has even gotten
into the religious world. The main
thrust behind it is sin. You do not
see the headline of sin in the news-

paper. In fact, you do not hear much
crying out against sin in many pulpits today. It has been said that sin
shortens the days of all men. It will
also shorten the days of prosperity.
The wise man said in Ecclesiastes
7:17, "Be not over much wicked,
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neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?" You
can leave this life a little on the early
side, or before your time to die, because of sin.
With the cry of death all around
us, some people are still playing the
3

part of fools by trying to outsmart
sin. Sin is spoken of as a strong man
in the Word of God, and sin is stronger than we are without Jesus
Christ. Sin will cause you to smoke
cigarettes, a habit that you might
have been trying to quit for a long
time. Sin will take you to the nearest
drug dealer so that you can get
something to calm your nerves.
Along with the act of sin comes the
power of deception. The power of
deception will whisper in your ear
and tell you, "Nobody cares."
Sin carries an empty promise
and a disappointing end. Paul mentioned the word sin fourteen times
in just ten verses in this seventh
chapter of Romans. He also mentioned the word deceived, which
means "seduced and beguiled." In
this chapter Paul put before us the
warfare that goes on in the heart of
an unregenerate man.
Romans, Chapter 7, is not
dealing with the life of a Christian.
Now, people in false religion use
this chapter to say that the Apostle
Paul, even though he was a child of
God and an Apostle, was still having a struggle with sin, but that is
not so. He was putting before us the
testimony of his life when he was a
Pharisee, a keeper of the Law, but
he was without Christ. It is actually
referring to Paul's experience before
he met Jesus Christ. He had religion,
but he did not have salvation. A lot
of people have religion. They can
talk the talk, act the act, and pretend; but they do not have any
power with God.
When an individual is saved
and living for God, he has power
with God. In Paul's testimony, as he
wrote to the Philippians, he said in
Philippians 3:5-6 that he was "Circumcised the eighth day, of the
stock of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee [he kept every minute part of the
Law]; Concerning zeal, persecuting
the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless."
What righteousness was in the
Law? It was self-righteousness. In
4

verse 9 Paul wrote, "And be found
in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith." Verse 1 of our Scripture text says, "Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know
the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he
liveth?" Verse 7 says, "What shall we
say then? Is the law sin? God forbid.
Nay, I had not known sin, but by the
law: for I had not known lust, except
the law had said, Thou shalt not
covet."
The Apostle Paul was a
Pharisee, an Hebrew of the Hebrews. He said, "I speak to them that
know the law." There was no salvation or cleansing of sin under the
Law. The blood of bulls and goats
could not take away sin, and the
righteousness which was of the Law
was self-righteousness. The Law
brought knowledge of sin, but it did
not bring deliverance from it.
Lacking the Power to
Do What Is Right
Romans 3:20 says, "Therefore by
the deeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified in his sight: for by
the law is the knowledge of sin." In
Galatians 3:19 Paul wrote, "Wherefore then serveth the law? It was
added because of transgressions, till
the seed should come to whom the
promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a
mediator." Paul had a knowledge of
what was right and what was
wrong, but he had no power to do
the right.
This seventh chapter of Romans
is being fulfilled every day. People
know what is right and what is
wrong, but they lack the power in
their lives to do that which is right.
Jesus Christ came to this sin-cursed
earth to let us know what is right
and to show us how to do right.
Do you have the power of God
in your life? Do you have victory
over sin? I am not talking about
what you profess; I am talking about
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what you possess. In this chapter we
have a sinner's testimony of how he
was deceived by sin.
Again, sin is regarded as a
strong man in the Bible. Jesus said in
Luke 11:21-22: "When a strong man
armed keepeth his palace, his goods
are in peace: But when a stronger
than he shall come upon him, and
overcome him, he taketh from him
all his armour wherein he trusted,
and divideth his spoils." The "strong
man armed" is the devil, and the
"stronger than he" is none other than
Jesus Christ.
Look at Paul's experience under
the Law, and you will see a perfect
picture of souls struggling today. I
attended a revival one time in Upstate New York many years ago. I
heard a minister preach a good message, but when he got to the close of
the message, he quoted Romans 7:15
and Romans 7:19, saying that the
Apostle Paul was giving his testimony of the struggle that he was
having in order to justify the struggle that he himself was having. I
want to tell you again that Romans,
Chapter 7, is dealing with the Apostle Paul's experience when he was a
Hebrew of the Hebrews, a Pharisee,
and of the tribe of Benjamin. Paul
was dealing with the Law, when he
was under the Law.
Romans 7:15 reads, "For that
which I do I allow not: for what I
would, that do I not; but what I hate,
that do I." Verse 19 says, "For the
good that I would I do not: but the
evil which I would not, that I do."
We have before us the deception of
sin. Sin is stronger than your will.
Without Jesus Christ you are going
to be overcome by sin. Verse 18
states, "For I know that in me (that
is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing: for to will is present with me;
but how to perform that which is
good I find not." He had a desire, or
a will, to do that which was right;
but he did not have the power to do
right. Sin is stronger than your will.
Dear one, sin is stronger than
your knowledge. Again, verse 19
reads, "For the good that I would I
do not: but the evil which I would

not, that I do." Sin renders its victims helpless. Verse 20 reads, "Now
if I do that I would not, it is no more
I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in
me." In other words, Paul was
saying: "I am a helpless creature. I
cannot do the good that I want to do,
and I cannot refrain from the evil
that I do not want to do."
A Slave to Sin
Sin is stronger than resolutions.
In verse 21 Paul said, "I find then a
law, that, when I would do good,
evil is present with me." Sin is stronger than one's desires. He said in
verse 22, "I delight in the law of God
after the inward man." Paul loved
the Law of God. What else? Sin is
stronger than the mind. Paul stated
in verse 23, "But I see another law in
my members, warring against the
law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of sin which
is in my members."
What was the Apostle Paul
saying? In essence, he was saying
that if you are living in sin, you
are a slave to sin and there is
nothing that you can do in your
own strength to set yourself free.
Paul was zealous of the Law, more
than his countrymen. He was a
Pharisee, which was the strictest sect
for following the Law. Sin was
stronger than his desires, stronger
than his mind, and stronger than his
will. Without Jesus Christ you are
helpless when it comes to getting
yourself out of sin.
God knows your condition. If
you are living in sin, you might as
well own the fact that you are a
slave to it. Romans 6:16 says, "Know
ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of
sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?" Romans 7:13 states,
"Was then that which is good made
death unto me? God forbid. But sin,
that it might appear sin, working
death in me by that which is good;
that sin by the commandment might
become exceeding sinful."
What was Paul saying? When

the commandment came, it stirred
up sin. That is the reason people do
not want to come around the house
of God. The Gospel will stir up sin
and call for an answer. The Gospel
will call for deliverance; it will call
for you to leave sin. That is the
reason the Gospel is preached to
you. You need to sit under the Gospel so that sin might appear as sin. It
needs to appear as sin in your life in
a greater way. When sin appears as
sin, you will do more to keep
yourself from it.
The Gospel will make sin appear as it really is: it is disobedience.
Every time you commit sin, you hurt
God. He can get hurt just as you can
get hurt. Some people run around
with hurt feelings over this and that.
What about when God gets hurt?
Sin hurts God. Sin is like crucifying
the Son of God afresh daily, putting
Him on the Cross every day. It is the
Gospel that makes sin appear as sin.
When I walked into the church
building at the corners of Sixth and
Locust Streets many years ago, I
walked in there feeling rather sure
of myself, as if I was something, but
I walked out feeling condemned.
Why? Sin was beginning to appear
as sin to me.
When sin appears as sin, it stirs
up something in you. People start
getting irritable and grumpy, because God's hand is heavy upon
them, as the Psalmist said. Paul said
in Romans 7:7, "What shall we say
then? Is the law sin? God forbid.
Nay, I had not known sin, but by the
law: for I had not known lust, except
the law had said, Thou shalt not
covet." This is the reason that ones
have a difficult time coming to the
house of God. They do not want to
get around where the light uncovers
their evil deeds.
Bringing Sin Out of
Its Hiding Place
Verse 13 says, "Was then that
which is good made death unto me?
God forbid. But sin, that it might
appear sin, working death in me by
that which is good; that sin by the
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • N o v em b e r 2 0 0 9

commandment might become exceeding sinful." The Law was not
the problem, but rather the sin that
is in a man. Verse 9 says, "For I was
alive without the law once: but
when the commandment came, sin
revived [it came alive, and when it
did], and I died [or was separated
from God]." In other words, sin developed, or was shown for what it
really was, and it became exceedingly sinful.
Sin got aggravated, and that is
deadly. It was necessary for the Law
to bring sin out of its hiding place,
and that is what the Gospel will do.
You might have your sin well covered, but when you get around the
Gospel, it brings sin to the forefront
of your mind. When the Gospel goes
forth, it calls for you to do something about it. It will aggravate you
and stir you up. Sin revives, or
comes alive; it really gets into
motion. Why? Because you gain the
knowledge that the Word of God
condemns such a lifestyle.
It was necessary for the Law to
bring sin out of its hiding place.
Look at the way sin deceives in
verse 9 of our Scripture text, which
reads, "For I was alive without the
law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died."
Paul was stating that he had a
certain amount of peace and security and deemed himself righteous
under the Law.
I want you to read of his
experience and his lifestyle before
salvation. These are good credentials that you read of in these verses.
Paul wrote in Philippians 3:4-9:
"Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man
thinketh that he hath whereof he
might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the
stock of Israel, of the [elite] tribe of
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting
the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.
"But what things were gain to
me, those I counted loss for Christ.
Yea doubtless, and I count all things
5

but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
for whom I have suffered the loss of
all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ, And be
found in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith."
The Apostle Paul counted
himself the least of the Apostles. The
reason was that he was the only
Apostle who had persecuted the
church. He was a destroyer of the
church, but God turned him around.
Since he had persecuted the body of
Christ, he did not feel that he was
even fit to be called an Apostle, but
he went on to say that he was what
he was by the grace of God. That is
what Jesus Christ can do for an
individual.
Paul received mercy. Why did
he receive mercy? It was due to his
ignorance. First Timothy 1:12-13
says: "And I thank Christ Jesus our
Lord, who hath enabled me, for that
he counted me faithful, putting me
into the ministry; [What does he say
about himself?] Who was before a
blasphemer, and a persecutor, and
injurious: but I obtained mercy,
[why?] because I did it ignorantly in
unbelief."
The Law was sent to restrain sin,
to humble the heart, and to rebuke
pride. However, when it came to the
Apostle Paul, he said it produced
irritation, impatience with restraint,
and rebellion. Sin revived, the Scripture says. In other words, it became
active, or alive, in his life. Something happened when sin came
alive. When sin comes alive, then
those who indulge in it die. Spiritually speaking, sin revived and he
died, and he was separated from
God. Sin came out in the open. The
Apostle Paul said he died, or experienced spiritual death.
Partaking of That Which
Is Forbidden
Are you separated from God?
Sin is a great deceiver. I am going to
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name several ways that sin deceives.
First, it makes one think that he can
be satisfied in sin; that is a deception. Second, it makes one think that
he has an excuse for his sin. Third,
sin causes one to think that he does
not have to pay for his sin. Fourth, it
makes one think that his sin is not
really bad compared to other people's. Last, it makes one think he can
quit any time he chooses and that he
is only going to go so far in it.
Let me tell you, dear one, when
sin gets into your heart, you do not
know how deep you will go. The
more Truth you have known, when
sin enters your life, the greater your
fall. There is no real satisfaction in
partaking of that which is forbidden.
The devil always likes to take that
which is forbidden and throw it up
before you. He likes to flash something before you that you have not
partaken of. The devil has the billboard signs of this world flashing,
and they run 24/7.
Now, there is pleasure in sin. If
there were no pleasure in sin, people would not be tempted with it.
However, the pleasure in sin is
short-lived. Although it is only temporary, the reaping for sin could be
eternal. The pleasure in sin could be
just overnight, but the reaping could
last a lifetime, and possibly eternally. There is a great deception that
the devil presents to the sinner.
We need to look at Moses' life
for a little while. Moses turned
down the best in Egypt to suffer
with the people of God. Hebrews
11:24-25 says: "By faith Moses, when
he was come to years, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season." What was the choice that Moses had to make? He had to choose
between pleasure and suffering.
However, he knew that to worship
and serve God was better than the
best that the world had to offer.
Sin promises, but it disappoints
its partakers. David found pleasure
with Bathsheba, but he paid a high
price for it. Samson found pleasure
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with Delilah, but he was blinded
and enslaved and died an early
death. The rich man found pleasure
in the thought of building larger
barns in which to store his goods
and in telling his soul, "Take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry"
(Luke 12:19), but that very night the
Lord required his soul of him. Judas
received pleasure in obtaining the
thirty pieces of silver, but he ended
up committing suicide. What has
sin caused you to take pleasure in
for a season? Could it be that you
are a thief? Could it be that you are
a gambler?
When a woman did the writeup
for the local newspaper about my
former life of gambling, she told me,
"You would be surprised at how
many people in this community are
caught up in gambling." I knew
some people who were caught up in
it to the degree that they lost their
vehicles, their houses, and their
families. Someone may say, "I
would never gamble." Are you sure?
Do you purchase lottery tickets?
Some people have gotten caught
up in fornication because they
flirted with the opposite sex, and
they ended up committing fornication. Others have gotten caught up
in worldliness. If you give vent to
worldliness, you will find that a
spirit is behind it.
Some people mess around with
drugs, and others mess around with
rebellion. Some view things on the
Internet and get into things they
should not get into. Some people
watch movies that they have no
business viewing. Sin is very deceptive. The devil knows that you will
not take a big bite all at once, so to
speak, so he gives you just a little
nibble. It is like a worm on a hook.
When the fish comes upon it, he
does not inhale that bait. He nibbles
on it for a little while before he bites
on it. There is no lasting pleasure in
sin; it is deceptive.
Making Excuses
Another deception is that you
have an excuse for your sin. What

does the word excuse mean? It
means to "give a legal plea or account of oneself." You cannot receive
help when you keep excusing yourself for your sin. You need to remember this when you go to an
altar of prayer: God looks on the
heart. The preacher hears what comes out of your mouth, and if what
comes out of the mouth does not
match what is in the heart, you are
not going to get anywhere with
God. The heart and the mouth have
to line up together. People will not
get any help from God until they
come clean with Him and quit making excuses for their sins.
You cannot put up a legal
defense for your sin. There are no
excuses for your actions when you
are wrong. When the Law came to
the Apostle Paul, it took away all
excuses for his sin. He was the man
who was guilty; that is what stirred
him. You cannot blame Mom or
Dad, your children, your friends,
other ministers, or the pastor. None
of them can keep you from living
right. You must have an unction
from the Holy One. You have to
know what is right.
Luke 14:16-18 says: "Then said
he [Jesus] unto him, A certain man
made a great supper, and bade
many: And sent his servant at
supper time to say to them that were
bidden, Come; for all things are now
ready. And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first
said unto him, I have bought a piece
of ground, and I must needs go and
see it: I pray thee have me excused."
Notice that they each made an excuse, or a defense. If you put up a
defense for your sin and make an
excuse, after you have excused yourself for so long, you will actually
believe it. You will believe that God
is going to look at you and say, "I
knew you couldn't help it." If you
are living in sin, you are a sinner,
and you are outside the wall of
salvation.
Those who go into division
always blame someone else. They
never acknowledge doing anything
wrong. Some people have gotten a

critical spirit. If you get a critical
spirit, that condition gets fed by
others who are critical. Then every
time you make a move, it is someone else's fault. You will not
acknowledge that it is your fault.
The next thing you know, you
start thinking of yourself as the most
spiritual. There is a deception in
this. Behind a lot of moves that people make are spirits that motivate
them. Division is sin, and those involved in division are sinners. Slander is sin, and those involved in
slander are sinners. If you are involved in anything that God says is
wrong, you are a sinner. When the
commandment has come to you and
you know better, you know right
and wrong. Without Jesus Christ
you are going to choose wrong, and
then you become a sinner. When
you become a sinner, you die spiritually, and you are separated from
Jesus Christ.
Be Sure Your Sin
Will Find You Out
What is another deception?
Thinking that you can escape the
consequences of sin is another
deception the devil uses. No one
gets by with wrongdoing. Proverbs
22:8 says, "He that soweth iniquity
shall reap vanity: and the rod of his
anger shall fail." Hosea 8:7 reads,
"For they have sown the wind, and
they shall reap the whirlwind: it
hath no stalk: the bud shall yield no
meal: if so be it yield, the strangers
shall swallow it up." We read in
Numbers 32:23, "But if ye will not
do so, behold, ye have sinned
against the LORD: and be sure your
sin will find you out [another translation says 'will hunt you down']."
It is better to straighten out any
wrong that you have done while
there is mercy than to carry it to the
final Judgment where there will be
no mercy. Concerning the men that
I mentioned earlier, King David had
a child that died, Samson lost his
life, the rich man died and went to
hell, and Judas committed suicide.
What is another deception of
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sin? It causes one to think that his
sin is not that bad. Why is that? He
compares it to other people's sins. In
most cases, you can find other
people in worse shape than you are,
but you also can find some people in
better shape. Generally, what do
people bring up? They mention
those who are in worse shape than
they are.
Friend, your sin is bad enough
that it caused God to send His Son
to die for you. Sin is terrible and
hurtful; it is a destroyer. Often it is a
home wrecker, and those involved
in sin are on the broad way to hell.
Sin is deceptive, and only the Law of
God can uncover it and show you
what it really is. Now is the time to
deal with it. Some people keep
putting off dealing with their sins.
Things do not get better when
you procrastinate. Procrastination
gives sin a greater hold on you.
Every day that you put off salvation,
sin digs in deeper. It has you
enslaved for another day with more
sins to repent of. The more you keep
putting off salvation, the harder
your heart will become, and the
more you will keep telling yourself,
"I've got to quit this." You need to
understand that in your own power,
you are powerless to quit. Sin is
digging in deep. The devil is running those thoughts through your
mind. Did you know that he can
change himself into an angel of
light?
Sin is deceptive, and now is the
time to deal with it. Do not let it
deal with you. You need to deal
with sin the Bible way. The Bible
tells us exactly how to deal with it.
There have been entertainers in
nightclubs who maybe got a thrill
up their spines, and they feel that is
salvation. If that thrill up their
spines was real salvation, they
would come out of the nightclubs.
Salvation is more than just a
thrill; it is a personal experience
with Jesus Christ. It is a knowledge
that you have obeyed God. You do
exactly what God wants you to do:
you confess and forsake all sin. Only
when you are saved the Bible way
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will you be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. If you go to an
altar of prayer and fail to do square
business with God, the devil will
talk you out of your so-called experience before you can walk through
the church doors again. You can
stand when you do it the Bible way.
You want to take your sin to the One
who has more power than the devil
and get every sin destroyed before it
destroys you.
How to Have Victory Over Sin
The last deception that I want to
deal with in this message is that of
thinking that you will not go too far
and that you can quit sinning any
time you want. You may say to
yourself, "There are some things that
I won't do." Friend, when you get
away from God, there is no telling
what depths you will go to. Sin is
terrible!
Judas became a traitor. Before he
betrayed Jesus, I am sure that he did
not have any thoughts that he
would end up committing suicide.
Adam and Eve had not planned to
be driven from the garden and
prohibited from returning. Cain had
not planned to become a vagabond,
separated from all that was good,
separated from God and his family.
In a fit of anger he slew Abel, and
the judgment of God fell upon him.
The children of Israel had not
planned to die in the wilderness, but
they did because of their unbelief.
Only God has the record of the
many homes and the many families
that have been separated, destroyed,
or embarrassed by sin. God has the
real record.
Sin is never satisfied. It wants all
your time, your money, your energy, your mind, your soul, your
spirit, your body, and your health. It
wants the whole man. Sin is like rust
working on iron. Sin wants all of
you, friend. You cannot stop sinning
on your own. It will take you to a
lost eternity where the worm never
dies. Your memories of a sinful life
will follow you right into eternity.
God made a way for sin to be
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defeated, and it can be put out of
your life once and for all. Wouldn't
that be wonderful? That is the good
news of the Gospel! When Jesus
came, He brought good news! Zechariah 13:1 tells us, "In that day there
shall be a fountain opened to the
house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for
uncleanness." I thank God that we
are in that day. I thank God for the
day when that fountain was opened.
When the soldier's spear went into
Christ's side, out came blood and
water, and the fountain was opened
for sin and uncleanness.
If you believe the Gospel, you
can be saved right now. You do not
have to spend time trying this or
trying that, afraid that you are going
to miss out on something. Today is
the day of salvation. Through His
Son Jesus Christ, you can have
complete victory over sin. He will
give you the power to say no to the
devil and yes to Him. When that

happens, such a good feeling will
come over you, because you have
obeyed God.
The more you allow sin to work,
the more it will take advantage of
you. It will come at you every moment of the day if you let it. There is
deception in sin. Do you have the
victory that Jesus brought when the
fountain was opened? If not, you
can have. You do not have to grit
your teeth and strain to do right.
You can do right when you get the
One who will make you right in
your soul.
If you need help, do not hold
back. If you hold back, you will rob
yourself of something good that God
has for you. It is only when you
truly sell out to God that you can
have the joy of salvation in your
soul.
(Com pact Disc TR-440E)

Grace is the sweetest sound
That ever reached our ears
When conscience charged and
justice frowned,
'Twas grace that removed our
fears.
'Tis freedom to the slave,
'Tis light and liberty;
It takes its terror from the
grave,
From death its victory.
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Mark 14:53 And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and with him were assembled all the chief priests and the elders and
the scribes.
54 And Peter followed him afar off, even into the palace of the high priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself
at the fire.

Brother Fred Barrows
Have You Detoured From the
Strait and Narrow Way?
You might have been saved for
many years and had victory, but
circumstances and situations can
arise that can turn you away from
the strait and narrow way. God
expects you to stay close to Him;
that is where your victory is. I realize that before the Day of Pentecost
Peter lacked the Spirit of God and
the power of God, but his example is
still in the Scriptures. You might be
as Peter was, walking afar off.
Something might have detoured you
from the strait and narrow way.
Peter did not run off and forget
about Jesus when this happened,
but he began to follow Him afar off.
I fear sometimes that this is what
happens to many people. People

who once walked really close to
Jesus allowed things to change them
over a period of time. They did not
necessarily look back, but they did
not keep pace. They did not keep
walking in the light. Jesus was moving on up the road, and suddenly
they realized they are not where
Jesus was. Through their negligence,
they failed to keep pace. This is
the reason that each of us needs to
stir our hearts and minds. We can
lose the salvation that God once
imparted to us.
The Bible is a living Book; it is
not a dead letter. You can look at it
today and receive good from it, and
next month you can read the same
Scriptures and receive greater understanding. That is what makes it
good, and that is what makes us
want to keep digging and searching
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in the Word. You should feel compelled to take time for daily devotions. When you get down to pray,
you should not see how fast you can
get through. Prayer is an attitude of
the heart. It is not just, "Help Grandma and Grandpa and so on." It is
having a personal relationship with
God.
When you talk to your wife
or your husband, do you merely say,
"Honey, I need this, and I need that"
and then walk away? The personal
relationship between you and your
spouse ought to become sweeter and
sweeter all the time. Likewise, your
relationship with Christ should become sweeter and sweeter and closer and closer, not further away; it
should not be a "have to" relationship.
When I sit down to read the
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Word of God, I have found that
sometimes I may only read one
verse or I may read two or three
chapters to get the whole picture of
the context. After I read, I sit in my
rocking chair and think and meditate upon what I have read. I say,
"Lord, what does this Scripture
mean? Help me to understand this a
little more." It is the time that you
spend in prayer, in reading, and in
meditation that helps to keep you
close to God.
Something must have happened
to Peter somewhere along the line.
Several things led up to his denial of
Christ. It did not happen suddenly.
Usually some things lead up to a
person's leaving Christ.
When Jesus had just come from
praying in the Garden, He had
asked the disciples to stay where
they were and pray while He went
yonder to pray. He said that He was
very sorrowful and heavy in heart.
When He returned, what did He
find? His disciples had fallen asleep.
In essence, He said, "Couldn't you
wait with Me? Couldn't you pray
with Me for a little while?" Then He
went off again to pray, and He
poured out His heart to God. Jesus
knew what was coming; He knew
what He was facing, and He still
had a flesh to deal with. He was
overcoming His own flesh.
Dear one, one reason that God
wants us to be in church regularly is
so that we can be reminded of the
way we are supposed to live, how to
conduct ourselves, how to treat others, and to love one another. That is
all part of God's plan for our joining
together.
After Jesus had just come from
praying, Judas appeared and said,
"Hail, Master." That was the signal
that he was to give to those who
wanted to destroy Jesus. Then Judas
went up and gave Jesus a kiss.
When Peter cut off the ear of the
high priest's servant, Jesus told Peter
to put up his sword, and then He
put the man's ear back on him. You
would have thought that should
have been sufficient for them to
believe, but it was not. Do you know
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why? They had a deep-seated hatred and malice in their hearts, and
they were not going to allow anything to turn them away. They hated
Jesus, and they wanted to destroy
Him. That was their plan, and they
did it.
Jesus went on to do the work
that God had sent Him to do. The
high priest, the scribes, and the
elders led the Lord away to be tried.
At one time Peter followed Jesus in
a very close way. Jesus had picked
three disciples—Peter, James, and
John. They were privileged characters. Peter was privileged to be
chosen to go to the garden to pray
with Jesus, but he fell asleep. He
was also privileged to be on the
Mount of Transfiguration. Can you
imagine what a sight that must have
been? Peter was so exalted and so
enthused with what was going on
that, in essence, he said: "Wow! This
is a great place to be! Let us build
three tabernacles here, one for Jesus,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah." In
essence, God said, "No, you are
missing the whole point. This is My
Son, in whom I am well pleased. I
want you to listen to Him." Jesus
was on the Mount of Transfiguration
with Moses and Elijah, who represented the Law and the Prophets.
The greater was Jesus in the midst,
and He is still the greater one in the
midst today. The Law and the
Prophets were until John. Since that
time, the Kingdom of God is
preached, and all men everywhere
press their way into it.
Peter spent much time at the
Lord's side. Are you as close to Jesus
as you once were? Are you following Jesus as closely as you once did?
You may say, "Well, I'm a Christian.
I still go to church all the time. I still
read my Bible, but I am not really as
close to Him as I once was. I am
following Him; there is some distance between us, but I can still see
Him."
I looked up "tunnel vision." If
you have tunnel vision, you can
only see straight out in front of you.
Depending on how bad it is, you
may not have any peripheral vision.
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Christians need some tunnel vision,
so to speak, to keep their eyes
focused on Christ.
The Scripture says the world
will wax worse and worse, until the
very consummation of time. What
you do with Jesus is going to depend on you. Will you stay close to
Him? God does not want you to
drift away. He wants you to stay
close to Him to be what He wants
you to be.
Love One Another
When John came off the Isle of
Patmos, what was his main message? The main theme in John's
writings in First, Second, and Third
John was to love one another. I
heard once that when John got so
old and feeble, they had to carry
him to church, and as he was being
carried to church on the brethren's
shoulders, he would say, "Children,
love one another." Did he mean for
them to put up with things that
were wrong? No, but there are times
when we have to forebear some
things.
Every one of us has little idiosyncrasies or imperfections. I am not
talking about being perfect spiritually, because when you are saved
and walking in the light of God's
Word, you are a perfect individual
before God. However, we are not
always perfect before one another.
Jesus was perfect, but the people
tried to make Him imperfect. Do
you know why? He did not teach
the traditions of the elders. He
taught, "Thus saith the Lord." That is
still the thing that gets many people
in trouble today.
Christian friend, if you are going
to continue to walk close to Jesus
and finish your course with victory,
you have to stay close to Him and be
what He wants you to be. You need
to be independent in serving God,
but you should not have an independent attitude. You have to be
independent enough that if others
walk away from you, you will still
do your best to serve God.
God wants us to love one

another, and He wants us to cherish
one another. How do you demonstrate to the world that you really
are a Christian? Jesus told us in
John, Chapter 13, when we love one
another, we show the world the love
of Christ. The greatest witnesses that
we can have is living the life that
God wants us to live and to love one
another.
I am not talking about putting
up with sin, but I am talking about
loving one another. What happens if
a person does sin? Are we to cast
him off like a bad debt? No, we are
to work with that person. If anyone
is going to cut someone off, let the
Lord do the cutting off. He knows
when, and He knows how. If you
cut someone off, you might be
cutting yourself off.
How to Deal With Weaknesses
Peter was selected to be with
Jesus, to be one of His constant companions. Again, he was privileged to
be with the Lord on the Mount of
Transfiguration, and he was chosen
to be with Him when He went to
pray in the Garden. However, something happened to Peter at a time of
crisis in his life. Suddenly, he realized that he was not as strong as he
thought he was.
Peter was overconfident. He
thought, "I can handle the situation."
What did he tell Jesus? Matthew
26:31-35 tells us: "Then saith Jesus
unto them, All ye shall be offended
because of me this night: for it is
written, I will smite the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock shall be
scattered abroad. But after I am
risen again, I will go before you into
Galilee. Peter answered and said
unto him, Though all men shall be
offended because of thee, yet will I
never be offended. [This shows that
he was too confident in himself; he
thought that he was so secure. Are
you really close to the Lord? Are
you really what you want to be or
are you becoming slack in your attitudes, in your feelings, and in your
talk? Have you ever stopped to
think that you may be hurting some-

one's feelings? We need to show
others a better way, and by staying
close to God, we can.] Jesus said
unto him, Verily I say unto thee,
That this night, before the cock
crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.
Peter said unto him, Though I
should die with thee, yet will I not
deny thee. Likewise also said all the
disciples."
I want to remind you, dear one,
you cannot live this life in your own
power, or in your own strength.
What did Zechariah say? He said in
Zechariah 4:6, "Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the
L ORD of hosts." Through His Spirit,
through His power, when you are
weak, then you are strong. Why?
Because you are seeking God's help.
No matter who you are, how long
you have been saved, or what your
status is, you have weaknesses in
your character or along certain lines.
For example, when an alcoholic gets
saved, he may have a weakness
being around someone who is an
alcoholic. If you have had struggles
with alcohol, you should not go by
the bar and try to pass out tracts.
That would not be the place for you
to go to pass out tracts.
When you know that you have a
weakness in your character or in
your life, what is the best thing for
you to do? The Scripture says to
abstain from every appearance of
evil. You may ask, "How could a
Christian be weak?" The Scripture
lets us know there are some things
that we need to work on. If none of
us has any weaknesses, then why
did the Apostle Paul emphatically
say, "I keep under my body"? I dare
say that none of us is the man that
the Apostle Paul was, yet he felt that
he had some weaknesses. In fact, he
said in Philippians 3:13-14: "Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, I
press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus."
Do you think Paul had any
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weaknesses? I believe that he did. I
am not talking about sin, but rather
I am talking about weaknesses in
the flesh. Why is so much of the
Scripture written to the Church of
the Living God? The greatest part of
the Word of God is not written to
the world; it is written to the church.
Why? Because the saints needed to
be perfected. In the Corinthian letters the Apostle Paul worked and
worked on the congregation at
Corinth. They even had a fornicator
who was taking part, and people
were patting him on the back. In
1 Corinthians 5:6 Paul said, "Your
glorying is not good." In essence, he
said, "You need to put that man
away so that he might learn to fear.
He has to walk a straight life."
Those things are put in the
Word of God for our good, or for our
learning. Why? So that we do not
start walking afar off. We can walk
close to Jesus and stay close to Him
and be what He wants us to be.
When you have had a good season
of prayer, and then you have read
the Bible and have meditated, how
uplifting that is! Through His Spirit,
the Lord can visit with you and lift
your heart. Another reason that we
each need to spend time reading the
Word, praying, and meditating
upon the Word of God is to keep
ourselves in check so that we do not
slip away.
Lacking the Power of God
Peter began to walk afar off
from the Master, and he was going
to deny the Savior. What happened?
Jesus told Peter ahead of time:
"Peter, in all your boasting and
saying that you are not going to let
anyone offend you, Satan has desired to get hold of you. He wants to
sift you as wheat and cast you out."
Then Jesus said, "I prayed for you."
Look at the difference between
Peter and Judas. I firmly believe that
had Judas come back to Jesus and
said: "I have done wrong. Lord, can
You forgive me?" Jesus would have
forgiven him. I am confident of that.
Do you know why? He is a loving,
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merciful God. It is not His will, dear
one, that anyone anywhere should
perish. In Ezekiel 33:11, the Prophet
said, "Say unto them, As I live, saith
the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked; but that the
wicked turn from his way and live:
turn ye, turn ye from your evil
ways; for why will ye die, O house
of Israel?" God was saying, in so
many words, "Repent and come
back to Me. I am still married to
you." In the Book of Isaiah the Lord
asked His people, "Where is the bill
of divorcement?" God wants you to
be what He wants you to be, and
you can be.
Several things led to Peter's
denial of Christ. First, he lacked the
power of God. One reason Peter
lacked the power was that the Holy
Ghost had not been given yet. When
you look at Peter before the Day of
Pentecost and after the Day of Pentecost, you see two different persons. You would probably say, "Is
that the Peter I know? He just denied Jesus three times." After the
Day of Pentecost, when the glory of
God came down upon him, he stood
up and said, "You with wicked
hands have taken the Lord of Glory
and killed Him." Oh, how the Jews
hated that!
The Jews hated it when Stephen
spoke the truth to them. He started
at the very beginning and read their
pedigree, so to speak, and it so
stirred them that they gnashed on
him with their teeth, threw stones at
him, and killed him. Do you know
what Stephen said before he died?
He spoke almost the same words
that Jesus said a few years previously: "Lord, lay not this sin to their
charge." Jesus said something to the
effect of, "Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do."
When people start to slip away
from God, do you know what happens to them? They once had
a bright glow on their faces, but it
is gone. They once had a big smile
and loved everyone, but something
took place and their countenances
changed. A person may say, "I am a
child of God," but if he has the
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goods, it will show. You know a
person by the fruit that he bears. If
you have good fruit, then you are
going to bear good fruit. If you are a
sour grape, that is what you are
going to bear; that is all that comes
out.
Walk in the Light
Jesus wants you to keep straight,
to keep clean, to be pure, and to be
perfect. You can, but it is not going
to come without effort. If you are
going to make it through to the
glory world, you will have to put up
with some disappointments, some
misgivings, and some hard trials.
Some things will happen to you that
will knock you to your knees, but it
is during the deepest trials that you
do your greatest growing.
God wants you to grow and to
be what He wants you to be. He
wants you to make it to Heaven.
There is room for us all in Heaven,
but not all are going to make it. Do
you know why? God presents the
Gospel to every individual, but
what you do with it is between you
and God. He is not going to beat you
over the head to make you serve
Him. No, it does not happen that
way, dear one. He has laid before
you blessing and cursing, life and
death. You must choose. He steps
back out of the way and says, "Will
you choose life and live?" That is
what His desire is, but it is up to
you. You can continue to go your
own selfish way.
God often called the children of
Israel to Him, and He would stretch
out His hand and, in essence, say:
"Will you come? Will you forsake
your way and give up your own
thoughts? Will you discard what
you think and take My way?" What
happens to many people? They say:
"I am not going to do it. I like my
way better."
What is one of the things that
you have to deny when coming to
Christ for salvation? You must
forsake your father, your mother,
houses, lands, children, your husband or wife, and your own life also.
Often that is where the big problem
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starts. Some people love self too
much, and self is going to keep them
out of Heaven. The decision to serve
God is your choice, dear one. You
have the right to choose. It is not
God's desire for anyone to go to hell.
He presents the Gospel to you in a
very kind, considerate, logical way,
and then He steps back and says:
"Will you come? Will you serve Me?
Will you be what I want you to be?"
After you are saved, God wants
you to continue to walk in the light
as He shows you the things in the
Scriptures that He wants you to
measure to. If you will obey God's
Word and be wise and be what God
wants you to be, you will not walk
afar off. You will always stay close
to Jesus. Keeping in touch with Him
is a very vital element in living for
God.
Temptations of life are always
going to be there, but somehow
when you are close to the Lord and
doing everything that you know He
wants you to do, many times those
temptations do not seem to be nearly as alluring. You see, with tunnel
vision, you cannot see what is going
on over on the sidelines. Basically,
all you can see is right out in front of
you, and that is where Jesus is. That
is where you are supposed to keep
looking—straight ahead.
What did Isaiah say? He said he
saw the Lord high and lifted up. The
Lord is our example, and we each
are to continue to strive day after
day to press forward to reach the
mark. Paul did, and we have to do
some pressing too. It will not always
be easy. We are going to have to
work at it, but thank God, a payday
is coming. One of these days it will
all be over, and He will say, "It is
time for you to come home." It is
going to be wonderful! The Apostle
Paul said the afflictions of this present time are not to be compared to
the glory that we will receive.
Keeping Your Eyes Fixed
on the Prize
One of my favorite Bible
characters is Lazarus. No doubt, you

have heard the parable of Lazarus
and the rich man. Poor Lazarus had
it tough all through his life. Can you
just imagine in your mind's eye
seeing Lazarus sitting down and
scratching himself, covered with
sores? No doubt, the rich man
looked down on him, as if to say,
"You peasant; you're nothing." He
would not even give him the crumbs
from his table.
Do you know what happened?
Both Lazarus and the rich man died.
When Lazarus died, he went
straight to Abraham's bosom, and
there he was comforted. Before he
died, he lived in suffering and torment. He loved God, and he was
doing his best to be true. When the
rich man died, he did not go to
Abraham's bosom. He lifted his eyes
in hell, and he was in torments. He
asked: "Would you please send Lazarus and let him dip his finger in
water and touch my tongue? I am
tormented in this flame." Abraham
told him that Lazarus could not do
that, because of the great gulf fixed
between them.
There is a Heaven to gain, dear
one. Only God knows what we are
going to face in the future. We have
no idea; none of us do. We do not
know from one day to the next what
we might face. It could be an automobile accident or something else.
One glimpse of His dear face will
more than amply repay you for
all the problems, the troubles, the
hurts, the slanderous remarks, or
whatever we might have to endure.
It will be worth it all. When we see
Jesus face to face, the One who gave
His life for us, whose blood was
spilled so that we might have redemption, that will more than repay
us for whatever it may cost.
Another reason that some people in our day can get turned aside
is that they look around. Again, if I
can get one thing across to you, it is
the need for tunnel vision. You need
to get to a place where you quit
worrying about what is going on
around you so much and keep your
eyes straight ahead on Jesus. Too
many times people get wrapped up

in materialism. Because some do not
have the money that others have,
they become sad and discontented.
The Apostle Paul said in 1 Timothy
6:8, "And having food and raiment
let us be therewith content."
We seem to live in such a
discontented world. Sometimes
people think, "If I do not get a new
boat like my neighbor has, life will
not be complete." People need to get
over that and get their eyes fixed on
the prize. Such things will mean
nothing one of these days.
By the way, I heard recently that
some people think that one nation is
going to blow up the world with a
nuclear bomb. You need to cast that
thought out of your mind, because it
is not going to happen. This is
something that God has reserved
for Himself, and He knows how to
stop any move that would cause
destruction.
Have You Lost Step
With the Lord?
How is your experience right
now? Is the love of God burning
brightly, clearly, and fervently in
your heart or have you been warming at the enemy's fire, being too
closely associated with enemy
forces? When Peter went down to
the palace, he was among some
enemies, and they had started a fire.
There was Peter, because it was
cold, and he was associating himself
with some evil influences.
It is tough sometimes to have to
give up people, but if you know that
someone is hindering you spiritually, that is just exactly what you
ought to do for the sake of your own
soul as well as others. If you sit
around and listen to some things, it
can cause you to lose your joy.
When your joy is gone, you might as
well say your salvation is gone,
because there is joy in salvation.
One songwriter said, "It is joy unspeakable and full of glory." Are
you as close to the Lord now as you
once were?
I hope you are not as close to the
Lord as you want to be, because that
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gives you some room to crouch up
to Him even more. If you live
another fifty years, you will never
be so close to the Lord that you cannot get just a little closer. That is
another nice thing about serving the
Lord.
If you have lost step with the
Lord or if you have never known the
Lord, Jesus is saying to you, "Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you
rest" (Matthew 11:28). He will give
you rest from the galling yoke of sin
and the conscience that torments
you. If you are not right with God, if
you are failing God, He can take all
of that away. You can have a clean
slate, so to speak. If you have never
known the Lord, God wants you to
find the richness there is in salvation. He wants all men to have it,
and He is ready to give it to you.
Do you know all that is standing
between you and Him? Just a little
talk with Jesus will make everything
right. It does not take much. Sometimes people try to make it so hard
to get saved. The devil causes them
to think, "I will have to give up this
and that. Then I will have to do this
and go here." If you get a genuine
dose of salvation, many things will
go, and your desires will change.
Do you know why I do not
smoke? I do not want to. I do not
drink because I do not want to. I
could, but I do not have any desire
to do so. When God changes a man's
heart, that change shows up on the
outside as well. The whole man
changes. That is exactly what God
would like to do for you, friend.
If you are not walking close to
the Lord as you once did, dear one,
why not get that fixed right now?
Why not make the commitment,
"Lord, live or die, sink or swim, I am
going to serve You from now on"?
Then get up and do it. God has
grace for you. You just need to reach
out and take hold of it. There is
grace for you to live for the Lord,
and He is ready to bestow it upon
you, if you want it.
(Com pact Disc TR-416E)
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The Revenge

I will never forgive him, that I won't,"
exclaimed Basil Lee, bursting into the
room where his eldest sister was quietly
seated at work. "I will never forgive him."
"Never forgive who, Basil? My dear
boy, how angry and excited you look.
Who has offended you?"
"Why, Charles West, Alice," replied
Basil, as he put his books away in their
place.
"And what has Charles West done to
offend you? Come and sit by me. There,
now tell me all about it."
"Well," said Basil, "Mr. Raymond,
who is a friend of Mr. Mathews, and is
staying with him, came into the schoolroom today. He is a very nice, kind gentleman, and so he offered a half dollar to
the boy who first did a sum he should
give out. Five boys besides me took up
their slates; he set us all the same sum,
and then we all set to work. Charles West
came and sat next to me, and I saw him
copy down every figure as fast as I did it.
When I had only one figure to do, Mr.
Mathews left the room. I looked to see
who went out, and when I turned to my
slate again, every figure was rubbed out.
I know Charles did it because he colored
so. In a minute he had finished his sum
and carried it up. It was the first done
correctly, so he had the half dollar. I was
so angry! The bell rang to go home, and
I ran off directly; but I am determined to
have a glorious revenge on him. Was it
not provoking, Alice?"
"Yes, very, dear. And what is your
revenge to be?"
"Oh, I know, I will tell you; he just
deserves it. Mr. Mathews has said that he
will turn any boy out of the school who
uses the key to the grammar exercises.
Well, I saw Charles using one, yesterday,
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and I will tell of him. I am determined."
"Listen to me a moment, Basil.
Charles is only at school for one more
year. At the end of that time, a gentleman
has promised, if he behaves well, to
place him in a situation, where in a few
years he will be able to support his widowed mother. Do you think the gentleman
will give him his situation if he is turned
away from school in disgrace? And what
would be the disappointment of his aged
mother, to think that her son, whom she
hoped would support and comfort her
latter days, had disgraced himself!
Surely, it would bring down her gray hairs
with sorrow to the grave."
"Oh, Alice," exclaimed Basil, with
tears in his eyes, "I never thought of that.
No, no! I would not ruin poor Charlie for
the world."
"This would be your glorious revenge, my dear boy," said Alice, quietly.
"Oh, no, no! dear Alice, I never,
never could be so wicked as that, though
Charlie did make me very angry at the
time, but you know I should like to punish
him a little for it."
"Well, Basil, I know a good way to
punish him, and also to have a really
glorious revenge."
"O dear Alice, pray tell me what it is,"
said Basil.
"Well, do you remember the text, 'Be
not overcome of evil'? What comes
next?"
"Why, 'But overcome evil with good,'
to be sure, Alice. I know what you mean
now."
"Well, then, think over what a glorious revenge you can have by obeying the
command in that text, my dear," and
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Alice left the room.
Basil did not sit long before he
decided what he would do. With Alice's
permission on the following day, he invited Charles West to go home with him.
He was much surprised on receiving the
invitation, but accepted it. They had a
very pleasant evening together. Their
principal amusement consisted in sailing
Basil's ships on a pond in the garden, for
the finest Charles expressed great admiration; but the time for his return came.
Basil took him up to his play room.
"Charlie," he said, "you admired the
Hero most of all my vessels; so I will
make you a present of it."
"Oh, no," said Charles, stepping
back, "I could not think of such a thing."
"Oh, but Charlie, you must have it. I
can do what I like with my ships, and I
can make myself another just like it. And
Father says if Mr. Mathews will allow you,
you can come up some day and sail it
with mine, and I will teach you how to
make ships too."
Charles turned away his head to hide
the tears.
"Basil," he exclaimed, as they bid
each other night, "I will never try to injure
you again as I did yesterday—no, I never
will. Good night, dear Basil."
From that day Charles and Basil
were firm friends. Charles was easily
persuaded never to use the key to the
exercises again. After this, he always
tried to imitate his friend's example, and
he gained the esteem of his master and
the love of his school fellows.
My young readers, was not Basil
Lee's a glorious revenge?
Selected

Revelation 22:1 And he showed me
a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of
God and of the Lamb.
2 In the midst of the street of it, and
on either side of the river, was there the
tree of life, which bare twelve manner of
fruits, and yielded her fruit every
month: and the leaves of the tree were

for the healing of the nations.
3 And there shall be no more curse:
but the throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be in it; and his servants shall
serve him:
4 And they shall see his face; and
his name shall be in their foreheads.
5 And there shall be no night there;
and they need no candle, neither light of

the sun; for the Lord God giveth them
light: and they shall reign for ever and
ever.
6 And he said unto me, These
sayings are faithful and true: and the
Lord God of the holy prophets sent his
angel to show unto his servants the
things which must shortly be done.

Brother Allen Polston
Heavenly Places in Christ Jesus
Ephesians 1:3 tells us, "Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ." Ephesians 2:6 says, "And hath raised us
up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus." You can have a little heaven
while you live your life here on
earth. People have many different
ideas about how to have an enjoyable life, and people are pursuing
many different dreams and goals as
they spend their days here on this
earth, but the Bible makes it clear
that there is only one absolute way

to have heaven here on earth, and
that is to be in Christ Jesus.
The Ephesian writer let us know
that God raises us up to sit together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
This is not just for an hour or two or
for the length of a camp meeting or a
revival, although it seems that it is
emphasized during such times.
Being in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus is something that we can
experience even after a meeting comes to a close.
Certainly we enjoy camp
meetings and revivals very much.
Those times are special. Those are
times when we are making some
really precious memories together.
We will remember such times for the
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rest of our lives, and they hold a
special place in our hearts. During
special meetings the Spirit of God
works in a great way, and the
fellowship is rich. However, even
after the meetings end and everyone
goes back to wherever God has sent
us to labor, we can still have heaven
right here on earth in Christ Jesus.
In our Scripture lesson in
Revelation, Chapter 22, we find that
the description given and the
symbols used are not found commonly throughout the Scriptures.
Many people look at a text like this
and immediately think of the Heaven that we can go to when this life
comes to an end. The Bible does not
go into much detail about what
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Heaven over on the shores of
eternity will be like. God is more
interested in our knowing how to
get there and making sure that we
get there. One thing for certain is
that no one is going to be disappointed. No one who makes it into
the immediate presence of God forever will be dissatisfied. Everyone
who arrives on the shores of Heaven
will be happy. Everyone who makes
it into Heaven will be thrilled.
One time a man preached a
message on hell, and someone there
was shouting and praising God. It
was a solemn service and a subject
that does not usually cause people to
shout. Later someone asked him,
"What were you shouting about?"
He said, "Thank God, I am not going
to hell; I am going to Heaven, by the
grace of God." Heaven will be a rich
reward for you if you make it there.
You will not wish you had gone the
other direction!
When we read lessons such as
this, we are naturally inclined to
think of Heaven in eternity. However, I want to call your attention to
the heaven here on earth that God
has for us. The Ephesian writer said
God would set us in heavenly places
in Christ. To be in Christ means to be
in the body of Christ, and to be in
the body means to be in the church.
God has one church, and that is all
He has. If He had two or three or
more churches, it would be confusing. We would have to try to figure
out which one was right, but God
does not have a multitude of
churches. He has one church, one
family, one people. God's people are
those who are obeying the Word of
God and following the Lamb
whithersoever He goes.
No Guarantee of Tomorrow
It is very easy to think of the
eternal Heaven when reading the
verses of our Scripture text. We need
to realize that the water of life is
something we must get here in this
time world. We will be unable to
make any decisions once we arrive
in eternity. It will all be over. Deci16

sions are what make this life difficult
sometimes. Having to make a choice,
having to discern a situation, and
having to deal with results make life
difficult; but there will be no decisions to make after we draw our last
breath. Our eternal fate will be
sealed when this life comes to an
end.
Ecclesiastes 11:3 reads, "If the
tree fall toward the south, or toward
the north, in the place where the tree
falleth, there it shall be." Friend,
when you leave this world, when
your heart beats for the last time,
that is exactly how you are going to
be forever. There will be no alterations made on your behalf upon
your departure. Men and women are
treating this most serious matter all
too lightly. This is a very serious
matter. One of these days, you are
going to draw your last breath and
close your eyes for the last time.
How you leave this world is how
you will be forever.
We are so accustomed to being
able to change things, even harsh
things and difficult things. We can
work around them, get through
them, and change them in some
way; but when we leave this world,
the way we are at that time is how
we will be forever.
It is no wonder that God, at different times throughout His Word,
cautions us about not letting anything exist that should not be in our
lives. One time He said not to let the
sun go down upon your wrath. He
said if you have something against
someone, you should not let it linger. You should stop what you are
doing and get it taken care of; then
resume where you left off. The reason that God puts emphasis on this
is that you have no guarantee of
tomorrow. You have right now, and
that is all you have.
We all like to think that we will
be around for a long time. We like to
plan as if we are going to live forever, but there is no guarantee of
how long we are going to live. That
is the reason it is important to take
inventory and realize when you
have areas of your life where you
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need to measure up and draw closer
to God. It is important to act upon it
while the Spirit of God is near. Isaiah
55:6 says to seek the Lord while He
may be found. The very way the
Prophet Isaiah said to seek the Lord
while He may be found is an indication that there will be a time when
He may not be found. Waiting and
putting off to a future time what you
could take care of now is not a wise
thing, because there will be a time
when the Lord cannot be found. I
repeat, people take this most serious
matter too lightly.
The Water of Life
John wrote in Revelation 22:17,
"And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely." Notice
that he said, "And whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely."
This is not a call that is going on
over in Heaven. This is a call that is
going on here on the face of this
earth. It involves a work that God's
church is doing. It involves a work
that the Spirit of God is doing, and it
also involves your will, whether you
will be willing. He said, "Whosoever
will, let him take the water of life
freely." You do not need any money
or a credit card to take "the water of
life." All you have to do is be willing
to serve God with all your heart. It
involves your will and God's call.
Where those two are present, there is
the recipe and the ingredients for
success.
This is not a call going on over in
eternity. It would be vain to cry out
for people to come to the water of
life in eternity, because everyone
would miss out. In Luke, Chapter 16,
the rich man in hell tried to get Lazarus to bring him just a drop of water.
He did not ask for a glassful or a
bucketful. He just wanted to have
one drop of water carried to him, but
his pleas were hopeless; they were in
vain. This invitation to take of the
water of life is given to you while
you live in this time world. The Holy

Spirit speaks to your heart and calls
you out of sin in this life, and He
wants to draw you close to Him. The
bride, or the church, is involved in
this work.
Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:11,
"Knowing therefore the terror of the
Lord, we persuade men." As Christians, we preach this Gospel, we
testify, we ask God to anoint us
while we sing, we ask God to give us
an open door to speak to someone,
we send out invitations, we call people, and we live good, clean lives
before them. We do these things
because we know the terror of the
Lord, and we want to persuade men
and women to accept Jesus Christ.
This is a call that is going on in this
time world.
Jesus offered Living Water to the
woman at the well. John 4:10 reads,
"Jesus answered and said unto her, If
thou knewest the gift of God, and
who it is that saith to thee, Give me
to drink; thou wouldest have asked
of him, and he would have given
thee living water."
Verse 14 says, "But whosoever
drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the
water that I shall give him shall be in
him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life." Wherever you
read about the water that Jesus has
to give, you will find that it is not
some stagnated little mud puddle.
You will find it is not water that is
bitter and contaminated. God uses
different ways of describing it, but it
is always a spring flowing with
refreshing Living Water.
Sin Cannot Satisfy
We know that sin can provide
people with something appealing,
but it is only for a season. The pleasures that people receive by living in
sin are only seasonal; they do not
last long. They might seem to thrill
you and give you something that
you have been looking for, but it will
not be long until those pleasures will
begin to lose their thrill and the ability to satisfy you. The Bible verifies
this, and I have found this to be true

in my own life. Sin is only a seasonal
fix; it is something that can only last
for a while.
John 7:37-39 says: "In the last
day, that great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink. He that believeth on me, as
the scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water
[this is not something seasonal]. (But
this spake he of the Spirit, which
they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet
given; because that Jesus was not yet
glorified.)"
This river that the Revelation
writer was speaking of will never be
contaminated. It was pure, and it is
still pure. Praise the Lord! The Bible
lets us know that where sin did
abound, grace did much more
abound. We are living in a wicked
time, and we are seeing evil on every
side, but thank God, He still has a
pure, holy way. Some people may
think you are a little crazy when you
start living for God, but I would
rather be labeled "crazy" and live a
pure life than to live in the filth of
this old sinful world.
The Apostle Paul was testifying
to King Agrippa when Festus, the
Governor, told Paul that he was
mad. Paul said he was not mad, but
that he was a Christian, thank God!
He wished that he could have convinced him that this is the way to go.
People may think we are crazy
because we live right, but they are
the ones who are crazy for not
taking advantage of this wonderful
salvation that God has made
available.
Many people in this world
spend their money and waste their
time over a ball game, yet they think
going to church is foolish. I am not
crazy or foolish; I am on my way to
Heaven. I am not going to hell,
thank God. By the grace of God, I am
going to stand in this holy way. I like
this holy way of living. I enjoy living
a pure life. Jesus said in Matthew
5:8, "Blessed are the pure in heart:
for they shall see God." I want to see
God, and I am not just talking about
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at the end of time. I want to see Him
in my daily living. I am glad to have
a vision of God and to have some
understanding of God. Do not pity
me. I enjoy living this way.
It is good to know that right in
this sin-filled world there is yet
something pure, and it will continue
to be pure. The devil will use many
things to try to contaminate us. His
biggest assaults right now are
against the institution of marriage,
against the home, and against the
family. We have to watch this. The
devil wants to get everyone in the
family working and separated so
that they have no time to spend together. Satan wants to get families
all strung out and worn out so that
they do not spend any quality time
together.
The devil is also attacking the
church, and he is not going to back
off. He is doing all he can do, but
thank God, this is something that
Jesus said the gates of hell shall not
prevail against. He built the church
on the Rock. The gates of hell shall
not prevail against you if you will
stay close to God. You have to keep
your mind on the right things and
stay focused.
Keep Your Mind on Good Things
I believe in eternal security as
long as you stay close to God and
obey the Word of God. If you back
away from obeying the Word of
God, you will not be eternally
secure. You have to keep your mind
on pure things. The Apostle Paul
said in Philippians 4:8, "Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things
are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue,
and if there be any praise, think on
these things." You must keep your
mind on good things. This is much
of the reason that I do not have
much use for the entertainment of
this world. Most of the entertainment of this world does not keep
people's minds on good things. Most
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of it is taking people's minds in
another direction, in a corrupt way.
The Bible lets us know that God
is pure, and everything that comes
from God is pure. This river that the
Revelation writer spoke of is a pure
river. James talked about the wisdom that is from above, and he said
it is pure. The Proverb writer said in
Proverbs 30:5, "Every word of God is
pure." When you take God out of
things, you are removing the purity.
Anything that causes God to flee, or
anything that is not in line with the
Scriptures, is not in line with purity;
therefore, you ought to leave it
alone. If you take God out of things,
you are taking away pure things.
John said in our Scripture text in
Revelation 22:1, "And he showed me
a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne
of God and of the Lamb." We know
there are many Scriptures that speak
about God's throne. I want you to
look at a couple of those, because I
want you to understand where this
river is coming from. Psalm 45:6
says, "Thy throne, O God, is for ever
and ever."
The Hebrew writer reiterated
this in Hebrews 1:8-9 when he
wrote: "Thy throne, O God, is for
ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.
Thou hast loved righteousness, and
hated iniquity." Isaiah 66:1 states:
"Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is
my throne."
These verses convey the superior
position that God holds. Although
God's position may be challenged, it
will never be changed. Some may try
to rise up against God in different
ways, but they cannot take God's
position. He is almighty and superior! His place of supremacy is
settled, and no one can change that.
Hebrews 4:16 says, "Let us
therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need." Here the writer lets us
know there is a way for you to tap
into divine strength and divine help.
Have you ever needed divine help?
I have. Sometimes I need someone to
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help carry my burdens. At times I
need someone to help me to get
through hard places. God's throne is
where you can go to get help from
God. You might have some difficult
things that you are dealing with. I
want you to know that God can help
you. You can pour your heart out to
the Lord at the throne of grace. You
can tell Him about all your troubles,
and He can help you. He may not
take them away today or tomorrow,
but He can help you with your burdens and your problems. The throne
of grace is a place where Jesus is our
intercessor. He intercedes on our
behalf to God. He is the mediator,
and He is the only way to God. He is
the connection, the bridge, the key,
the door; He is the only One who
can link you to Almighty God.
Christ Makes Intercession for Us
Mark 16:19 says, "So then after
the Lord had spoken unto them, he
was received up into heaven, and sat
on the right hand of God." Jesus is
on the right hand of God right now,
acting as an intercessor to take your
needs, your requests, and your burdens and present them to God; then
God will bring the very help you
need. The Roman writer said in
Romans 8:34, "Who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died,
yea rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who
also maketh intercession for us."
Christ makes intercession for us.
He is at the right hand of the throne
of God, or the throne of grace. As He
receives what you have and gives it
to God, He sends something back,
thank God. He sends mercy, and He
gives you grace. What good would it
do for Him to tell you to come boldly to the throne of grace if He had no
help available? He said you can
come boldly so that you may find
help and obtain grace in every time
of need.
I was talking to a young man
one time about sinning more or less
every day. He could not seem to
understand why we would teach
that we can live without sin. I used
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the Scripture in Hebrews 4:16 and
told him, "When you face temptation, when you face the tendency to
commit sin, you can go to the throne
of grace and receive help. You can
overcome." Why would anyone who
is professing to serve God just go
along and say, "Well, I'll just commit
the sin," when he could go to the
throne of grace and receive help not
to commit the sin? There is grace
and strength for us, and it comes
from God.
Our Scripture text in Revelation,
Chapter 22, talks about a pure river
of the water of life proceeding out of
the throne of God and of the Lamb.
Friend, God has grace for you. Christ
is there on the right hand of the Father, at the throne of God. God the
Father is there, and as your requests
and pleas are presented, they are not
in vain. I realize that sometimes your
prayers do not seem to be getting
out of the room, but they are not in
vain. That is when you are being
tried. If you always got a big thrill
out of your prayer life, that would
not be much of a trial. When you do
not feel a thing, your faith is being
tested.
It is easy to believe when God
blesses you in prayer. You may feel
as if God is sitting right beside you
while you are praying. Other times it
may seem as if He is far away. That
is just the time God is saying, "I will
test your faith a little. I will see if
you are going to pray even when
you do not feel anything." Will you
still pray then or will you say, "Ah,
it's not worth it." Your prayers are
not in vain, saint. If you are really
praying to God and you are walking
in all the light He has given you,
God is hearing your prayer. From
the throne of God, He will issue
grace, strength, and help.
Comfort and Healing
In John 15:26 Jesus said, "But
when the Comforter is come, whom
I will send unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall
testify of me." Who was Jesus talking

about? He was speaking of the
Comforter, the Holy Spirit; He
comforts us. There are times when
nothing around you seems to bring
comfort, but He is the Comforter. He
can comfort you, because when
situations are not working out as
you want them to, He can say: "God
is still the same. Even though this
situation may fall apart, it is not
going to change God. He is still
faithful, He is still on the throne, and
He is still able to help you." Jesus
said, "I will send you the Comforter
from the Father, even the Spirit of
Truth which proceedeth from the
Father. He shall testify of me." This
pure river of water comes from God
and from the Lamb. One songwriter
said, "Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry, Ev'rything
to God in pray'r." He can send us
comfort. He can issue pure water.
He can issue more of His Holy Spirit
to help you through your difficult
times.
In this Scripture lesson, as John
was speaking of this pure river of
water of life, he went on to say in
verse 2, "In the midst of the street of
it, and on either side of the river,
was there the tree of life, which bare
twelve manner of fruits, and yielded
her fruit every month: and the leaves
of the tree were for the healing of the
nations." God has healing to give to
you. When you are hurt, you need to
be healed. When you suffer, you
need some healing. Certainly people
out in the world who are involved in
sin and ungodliness need to be
healed, or delivered of that. Many
times even after you have been
saved, some healing needs to be
done for things that you have gotten
involved in. Some decisions that you
made can be healed. God can help us
through these things. If you will
walk with God, He will help you. He
has your best interest in mind.
Jesus said, "I am the way, the
truth, and the life." He is the life; He
is the way to go. When Jesus' disciples decided they were not going
His way anymore, in essence, Jesus
asked Peter, "Are you going to leave
too?" Peter said, in so many words,

"There is no other place to go. You
have the words of eternal life. You
are the One who has the help that I
stand in need of. You are the One
who can give me grace. You are the
One who can give me the Spirit of
God. You are the One who can give
me Truth and the inspiration that I
need day by day. I am not going
anywhere else. There is no other
place to go." That is how I feel about
it! There is no other place to go but
to God. I want to stay with Him.
Be an Overcomer
There are things that we must
overcome. Revelation 2:7 says, "He
that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches; To
him that overcometh will I give to
eat of the tree of life, which is in the
midst of the paradise of God."
Friend, if you will not let people
influence you, if you will not let
traditions bind you, if you will not
let the things of this world hold you
in captivity, but if you will overcome, you can eat of the Tree of Life.
You can be in the midst of the
paradise of God. You can enjoy
heaven here on earth, but you must
overcome.
It is so unfortunate that people
let their family get between them
and God. It is unfortunate that
people let friends and neighbors and
coworkers have negative influences
on them. If you will overcome those
things, God will give you to eat of
the Tree of Life. He will give you
heaven on earth. You can enjoy what
most people are searching for but
never find. Many people are searching in the highs and the thrills of the
bottle and drugs. Others are searching in financial achievements or
careers, but they will never find
satisfaction in those things because it
is not there. God has it, and He can
give it to us. Do not let the devil trick
you. Do not let the devil persuade
you. You must overcome those
things and stand for God and for
what is right; then He will give you
to eat of the Tree of Life.
Revelation 22:14 says, "Blessed
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are they that do his commandments,
that they may have right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the
gates into the city." You can have
heaven right here on earth, thank
God. If you will be filled with the
Holy Spirit of God, which proceeds
from the throne of God, and let Him
have full control of your life, you can
have heaven right here on earth.
What most people will never find
because they are searching in vain,
God has for you through the Word
and Spirit of God, by filling you with
His presence.
You should not let anything
hinder you from serving the Lord.
Leave the worldly music and worldly stuff alone. It will draw you away
from God. It will cause the presence
of God to depart from you. Let God
have control of your life. Lay yourself at the feet of God and let Him
take control. When the Spirit of God
is in your life, it is like heaven on
earth. People who have the Spirit of
God and keep the Word of God enjoy something that most of the world
will never know about. Jesus said
this is a narrow way. Not everyone
is going to go this way, but that does
not change the fact that you can go
this way. You can have salvation
and enjoy it. You do not have to be
hindered.
The Tree of Life
In Revelation 22:2 John said,
"In the midst of the street of it,
and on either side of the river,
was there the tree of life, which
bare twelve manner of fruits, and
yielded her fruit every month: and
the leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations." Jesus said He
was the way, the truth, and the life.
The Scriptures say we have to eat of
the Tree of Life. Jesus is the Tree of
Life; He gives life to those who are
dead in trespasses and sins. He gives
wonderful life!
Jesus said in John 10:10 that He
came so that we might have life and
have it more abundantly. If you
think you are having fun in sin, you
do not even know what fun is. You
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are not even ready to live until you
are ready to die. You can really start
living when you are ready to die.
When your heart and soul have been
changed and you are born again,
when you are saved from all sin and
ready to meet God, then you can
start living and enjoying life for
what it was meant to be.
Jesus gives life; He is the Tree of
Life. However, in this Scripture
lesson the tree of life is referred to as
"her." Our Scripture text says the tree
"bare twelve manner of fruits, and
yielded her fruit every month: and
the leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations." There are
places in the Scriptures where you
and I are referred to as trees. Matthew 7:15-20 is one of those places,
stating: "Beware of false prophets
[no matter what kind of sign they
have on their door], which come to
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye
shall know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs
of thistles? Even so every good tree
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A
good tree cannot bring forth evil
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring
forth good fruit. Every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
them." He was referring to men and
women as trees producing one kind
of fruit or another.
Another reference to God's
people as trees is in Isaiah 55:11-12,
which says: "So shall my word be
that goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shall not return unto me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out
with joy, and be led forth with
peace: the mountains and the hills
shall break forth before you into
singing, and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands."
In these verses God's people are
referred to as trees, and our
Scripture lesson speaks of the tree of
life yielding her fruit every month
and the leaves of the tree being for
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the healing of the nations. Jesus is
not described as her, but His bride
is. The bride, the church, is the "her"
in the divine marriage relationship.
God set the first example between a
man and a woman. Jesus is the man
and the church is the woman. That is
the way marriage ought to be. The
church fits this description. She is
the bride of Christ, and she can also
be a tree of life because she is the
image of Christ. She produces fruit
because God lives in her. God is in
the midst of her.
The Proverb writer said in
Proverbs 11:30, "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life." Psalm 1:3 says
that the righteous are "like a tree
planted by the rivers of water." God
has grace for you. The Holy Spirit is
flowing from God, and He is like a
river. He is not just a little trickling
stream or a little puddle somewhere,
but He is like a river. There is
enough of God's Spirit to save the
world if people were willing. God
wants to fill you with His Holy
Spirit. He wants you to get closer to
Him. Friend, there is enough of Him
at the throne of grace for you to get
hold of God today. There is enough
of His Spirit to thrill your soul and
work in your life.
When people come in from the
world and see the Spirit of God
working in the lives of God's people,
it is going to make a lasting impression. They are not going to get away
from that very easily. You need to be
filled with the Spirit of God. David
said one time that he needed some
fresh oil. He needed a fresh filling. If
you do not get filled with God's
Spirit, it will not be God's fault, because the river is flowing. The fresh
oil is available. You ought to bow
down and ask God: "Lord, fill me
afresh; give me some fresh oil and
some inspiration. I need some encouragement and instruction. Give
me a greater anointing."
If you are unsaved, if you have
problems in your life, there is
enough of God's Spirit to deliver you
today. He is available, but it is a
matter of whether you will be willing to let Him work. It is not God's
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fault if you are not where you
should be. It is because you are holding something back. In Revelation
22:17 Jesus said, "And whosoever
will, let him take the water of life
freely." I am not proud of the fact
that I used to have a drinking problem, but I am glad that one day I
changed fountains. I left that old
fountain behind and came to the
new fountain. I am drinking of
Living Water today, and it is
wonderful! God invites you to this
fountain. Will you come?
(Cassette C-5227M )

THE WORLD 'S BIBLE
C hrist has no hands but our hands
To do H is w ork today.
H e has no feet but our feet
To lead men in H is w ay.
H e has no tongue but our tongues
To tell men how H e died.
H e has no help but our help
To bring them to His side.

W e are the only Bible
The careless w orld will read.
W e are the sinner's G ospel;
W e are the scoffer's creed.
W e are the Lord's last message
G iven in deed and word.
W hat if the type is crooked?
W hat if the print is blurred?

W hat if our hands are busy
W ith other w ork than H is?
W hat if our tongues are speaking
O f things H is lips w ould spurn?
H ow can w e hope to help H im
And hasten His return?

To hasten our Lord's return
W e truly need much pow er,
So let us all be Spirit-filled,
And aw aiting H im each hour.
In an hour that w e think not,
H e said H e should appear;
Then let us w alk in holiness,
And meet H im w ith a cheer.

Selected

Joshua 5:10 And the children of
Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the
passover on the fourteenth day of the
month at even in the plains of Jericho.
11 And they did eat of the old corn

of the land on the morrow after the
passover, unleavened cakes, and
parched corn in the selfsame day.
12 And the manna ceased on the
morrow after they had eaten of the old

corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna any more; but they
did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan
that year.

Brother C. H. Dickerson
Unbelief
You can read in the Old
Testament that when Joseph was
living down in Egypt, a great famine
came on the land. Joseph's father
and brothers lived in Canaan. When
the land dried up and their food was
nearly gone, they heard there was
corn down in Egypt. Therefore, they
traveled there to get food. To make
a long story short, eventually they
moved down to Egypt. Many years
passed, and they multiplied greatly
in number. Finally, the Egyptian
king became worried about the situation, so the Egyptians made them
slaves and began to make life hard
for them. The load became heavier
and heavier, until finally they called
on God.

Through the leadership of
Moses, God brought them out of
Egyptian bondage and started them
on their journey to the land of
Canaan. God told them there would
be battles and hard places. When
they got to the border of Canaan,
Moses sent twelve men to spy out
the land. They found that the land
was everything that God said it
would be. It was flowing with milk
and honey. There was plenty to eat.
However, ten of the spies came back
with a negative report, saying that
the people in Canaan were strong
and there were giants in the land.
They said it would be better for
them to go back to the land of Egypt.
The point that I want to make is
this: When the people were on the
brink of entering the Promised
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Land, they knew they were going to
encounter resistance. They did not
want to be in any battles; therefore,
they said it would be better to go
back into bondage, which would
have been the bondage they could
not stand before.
This took place approximately
four thousand years ago. We are
living in a time when that spirit has
not changed much. Today we find
that people say they love God's
eternal Truth. I do not know whether they love the divine healing or
love what God does or like to see the
miracles worked, but people come
out of man-made organizations that
they could not stand any longer,
saying they were in bondage. They
were not free. They came out and
took a stand for Truth, but when
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they came to a battle, they were
ready to go back into bondage
again. Many people have turned
back and have gone into bondage
again because they did not want to
stand in the battle.
Two of the twelve spies gave a
different report: Joshua and Caleb.
They tried to encourage the congregation to go up at once. We read
in Numbers 13:30, "And Caleb
stilled the people before Moses, and
said, Let us go up at once, and
possess it; for we are well able to
overcome it." The Scripture tells us
that the people threatened to stone
Moses and Aaron. God appeared
and told Moses that because the
people had provoked Him, He
would not allow them to enter the
Promised Land. They would have to
wander around in the wilderness for
forty years.
God fed them miraculously on
manna from Heaven. Exodus 16:15
states, "And when the children of
Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not
what it was. And Moses said unto
them, This is the bread which the
LORD hath given you to eat."
Because of their unbelief,
everyone from twenty-one years of
age and upward died in the wilderness. Joshua 5:6 tells us it was "because they obeyed not the voice of
the LORD." I want you to look at this
as an example for our day. These
Israelites called on God, who delivered them from bondage, but they
disobeyed Him.
Presumptuous Sin
I want you to study this thought
of backsliding, because backsliding
is taken too lightly today. At one
time some people had an experience
with God and stayed true to Him,
but then they turned their backs on
God. Many people have the idea
that they can satisfy the flesh by
doing whatever they want to do,
and then tell God they are sorry and
everything will be fine. That is presumptuous sin, and it is a bad thing.
The reality of it is, it is hard to get
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back to God. Many times people
never do get back.
If everyone who had gotten
saved in the last five years had
stayed saved, there probably would
not be a building large enough to
hold them all. In a town where we
lived for several years, a certain
individual decided he would serve
God only when he got ready. He
attended the services, but every
time someone started to preach,
he walked out. The time came when
he wanted to serve God. He went to
the altar and prayed and prayed,
but he went back to his seat in despair. The pastor called the church
around him to pray that God would
speak to him one more time, but he
finally got up and said, "There is no
use; God will not talk to me." My
friend, these things are serious!
Christian friend, when you were
out in the quagmire of sin and on
your way to a devil's hell, God came
down and sought you. He picked
you up, turned your life around,
and put His Spirit within you. He
gave you a desire to serve Him more
than anything else in this world. He
feeds and takes care of you. It is
glorious to walk with God!
When the Israelites finally
arrived in Canaan, they ate of the
old corn of the land, which represents the old God-given Gospel.
That Gospel can do something for
your soul. We are living in a religious world today, but most religions cannot do anything for you,
friend. They will give you a profession, but this old-fashioned Gospel
will save your soul. It will clean you
up and change you from the top of
your head to the soles of your feet.
You will look different, talk different, and act different. You will
associate with a different crowd,
and you will desire to be at the
house of God. If you lose the desire
to be at the house of God, friend,
something has happened to you.
When God's Spirit is in you, you
want to be with the saints of God.
You want to live for God and do
what He would have you to do.
When the Israelites came to
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Canaan land and ate of the old corn,
the manna ceased. Whenever you
get out of Babylon and get back to
God's house and His eternal Truth,
you will not want substitute food
anymore. You will want what God
has for you.
A Price to Pay for Disobedience
Whenever people backslide, it is
not something to take lightly,
because it always costs the backslider something. Back in the very
beginning, it cost Adam and Eve
something when they disobeyed
God. God dealt with them, but the
first thing they wanted to do was
blame someone else. When people
backslide, often they say it is
someone else's fault.
When God dealt with Adam, He
told him that because of his disobedience, from then on, he would have
to earn his bread by the sweat of his
brow. From that point on, men have
had to earn their food by the sweat
of their brows. This manna that God
provided was only available at a
certain time of the day, which was
after the dew lifted and before the
hot sun melted it. If they waited too
long, it spoiled. They could not sleep
until noon or wait until they got
ready. God sent the manna down at
a certain time. They had to get it
then or they could not get any at all.
That is exactly what God is telling
you about getting saved. He has
offered salvation to every individual, and there is a time for it. You
cannot get saved whenever you
want to. You can resist the Spirit of
God when He calls and think that
you will get saved some other time,
but you can only get saved when
God calls you.
Friend, there is a price to pay for
disobedience. There are times when
ones are utterly helpless, just as
helpless as Israel was when the
people had no food to eat. Babies are
absolutely helpless. Someone must
do everything for them. The same is
true of newborn babes in Christ.
When my wife and I got saved, God
had some people come along and

help us. They shielded us from
many snares of the devil. God is
good and sends only what we are
able to bear, yet some individuals
walk away from God and go back
into sin. Many people think backsliding is nothing until they want to
get an experience with God again,
and then they find that it is not easy
to get free from the bondage of sin.
The Prophet Isaiah wrote in
Isaiah 55:6-7: "Seek ye the LORD
while he may be found [He may
not be found any time you want
Him], call ye upon him while he is
near: Let the wicked forsake his
way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto
the LORD, and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon."
In Matthew, Chapter 25, Jesus
spoke about a man who called his
servants and gave one servant five
talents, another servant two talents,
and another servant one talent. Then
he went on a long journey. When he
came back, he called each servant to
give an account of what he had
given them. The servant who had
received five talents earned five
more, and the one who had received
two talents earned two more, but
the one who had received only one
talent hid it in the earth. His master
called him a wicked servant and
took his talent and gave it to the one
who had ten talents.
God gives talent to everyone
who gets saved. It might be preaching, singing, or doing something
else, but He gives each one something to do. In the parable the man
took the one talent and hid it in the
earth. In other words, he failed to
use what God had given him. Whatever God has given you, He wants
you to use it for Him.
What Brings Spiritual Darkness?
In John 6:53 Jesus said, "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat
the flesh of the Son of man, and
drink his blood, ye have no life in
you." He said to eat it, to let it
become a part of you, just as your

natural food does. If His Word does
not become a part of you, you will
grow weak in your soul, and you
will not go to the house of God.
It is not enough simply to know
what the Word of God says, but you
need to let it become a part of you.
You need to let it strengthen you so
that you can serve God with all your
heart. If you do not let His Word
become a part of you and let His
Spirit dwell in your heart and guide
you day by day, then you will be in
trouble. You will have no light in
you.
The Ephesus church age,
mentioned in Revelation, Chapter 2,
lost their appetite for God's food.
Although Jesus complimented them
for several different things, He said
He had one thing against them.
What was it? They had left their first
love. In other words, He was simply
stating that they had lost their appetite for God's food. As a result, it
brought them to spiritual darkness.
What happens when someone
loses his appetite for healthy food?
He cannot remain healthy physically and eat junk food all the time.
Sometimes when you give babies
something that is healthy for them,
they want to spit it out.
Sometimes there may be some
things in the Word of God that you
do not like. For example, you
probably do not like having to make
restitutions, but it is in the Word of
God. You probably do not like to go
through tests and trials, but these
are necessary if you are to grow. If
God did not allow you to go through
hard places, you would be a weakling. He lets you go through these
places to make you strong.
God has good food for you, and
He wants you to come to His table
where the Truth is preached and
lived. When people refuse to partake of it, God is stirred. He has fed
His people the Truth down through
the seven church ages and provided
strength and grace to help them
through the battles. It is not an easy
road to Heaven. Sometimes you
have to stand against certain things,
and other times certain conditions
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have to be met. When you run into a
hard place, God expects you to pray
and get hold of the grace of God.
Keeping Pace With the Light
God has already set up His
kingdom. He is not going to set it up
in the future. He set up His kingdom when Christ came. He gave His
people a standard to live by, and it
is never going to change. People
may change the message, but God
said the standard will not change,
and the kingdom will not change.
We are living in a modern age.
People's actions and ideas are
modern, but the church is not going
to become modern. Just get down
and pray that God will give you His
grace. Hebrews 12:28 says, "Let us
have grace, whereby we may serve
God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear." My friend, you ought to
live a god-fearing life. You should
fear letting down the standard and
fear not doing what God would
have you to do.
The manna that God sent for the
children of Israel could not be stored
or kept over until the following day,
but it had to be eaten fresh every
day, except for the Sabbath day. The
same is true of God's Word. God's
Word has to be fresh each day. We
cannot go back and live as people
did forty or fifty years ago, because
more light has been revealed. The
way is getting closer.
Isaiah 30:26 says that in these
last days, in the days of Christ, "the
light of the moon shall be as the
light of the sun, and the light of the
sun shall be sevenfold." The light is
going to be as it was in the morning
time. God expects us to walk in the
light. I heard that many years ago in
the churches they used spittoons
because they chewed tobacco. That
is unacceptable today because we
have greater light. You cannot puff
on the cigarettes and drink liquor as
some might have done many years
ago. God has given us something
more than that. He has given us
greater light, and He tells us to walk
in that light. We cannot walk in
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what others might have walked in
forty years ago.
God's Word lets us know that
we have to add to our experience
every day. My friend, you cannot
just get an initial experience of salvation and then expect that to be all
there is to it. No, after you get the
initial experience, you must add to it
every day.
Peter wrote in 2 Peter 1:4-8:
"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises:
that by these ye might be partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world
through lust. And beside this, giving
all diligence [that means careful,
consistent effort], add to your faith
virtue [or grace]; and to virtue
knowledge; And to knowledge
temperance [or self-control]; and to
temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity. For if these things
be in you, and abound, they make
you that ye shall neither be barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ."
Peter let us know that all these
virtues are necessary. We must
continually add to our Christian
experience. The Word of God is a
relatively small Book, but there is a
wealth of information and Truth to
last for all eternity. Peter said to
keep adding to your experience. If
these things are growing in your
life, you will never be barren or
unfruitful, and you will never be
idle.
Idleness is one of the greatest
hindrances to God's people. This is
true as far as the world is concerned
also. When people become idle, they
become unfruitful. God wants His
people to bear fruit all the way
through life. You can only bear fruit
when you are busy adding to your
experience. This cannot be over
emphasized. Jesus said in John 15:2,
". . . every branch that beareth fruit,
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit." If you do not bear fruit,
He will cut you off and cast you into
the fire. God does not want you to
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be idle.
Once I heard someone on the
radio say he committed a crime
because he was looking for something to do. Paul wrote in 1 Timothy
5:13, "And withal they learn to be
idle, wandering about from house
to house; and not only idle, but
tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not."
Peter talked about the same thing in
1 Peter 4:15 which states, "But let
none of you suffer as a murderer, or
as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a
busybody in other men's matters."
How to Press Forward for God
We are battling spirits. The devil
is determined to kill the Truth. He
has fought it all down through the
years. We have a battle on our
hands because the devil is getting
bolder. God wants us to know more
about the Word of God so that we
have a greater defense against the
devil.
Too many times people get
saved, and then they just sit back
and do nothing. As a result, they
never grow spiritually. Then it is not
long until they get knocked out of
the race and go back into sin. My
friend, when God called you out of
the bondage of sin and placed you
on the highway of holiness, He
knew you would have many battles,
but it would be better to fight the
battles than to go back into the
bondage that you were once in.
Perhaps you were in bondage to
cigarettes and other things. There is
nothing like the freedom that we
enjoy in serving God.
If you do not add to your
experience, you will go back into
sin. You must either go forward for
God or you will go backward. The
first thing to do is to get some
knowledge of God's Word. When
the preacher preaches, you should
sit up and listen to him. You must
be diligent about it, and then add
virtue and grace and do what God
tells you to do. If you will do this,
you will never be idle. There will
always be something to do.
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God's people are busy. They can
pass out revival notices, visit the
sick, and work hard for God. They
are happy, joyful, and full of praise
to God. When God's people have a
heavy burden, you will find them in
the prayer room. When they do not
have any burden, you will find them
out talking instead of in the prayer
room, so sometimes God has to keep
the saints burdened down.
When a person backslides, the
devil convinces him that he can
follow the flesh and do anything he
wants to do, and then come back to
God and find Him waiting there.
My friend, the devil is a liar; he
always has been a liar. He never
was in Heaven as some teach. He
will tell you that you can backslide
and come back and get saved at
your will.
Jesus said in John 5:39, "Search
the scriptures; for in them ye think
ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me." Many
people once had good, solid experiences with God, but they backslid
and never got solid experiences
again. Why? One reason is that God
held His umbrella over them, so to
speak, when they first got saved and
protected them from the devil. However, they did not appreciate it and
walked away, and went back into
sin. God will allow them to come
back, but they will have to battle the
temptations and the trials; nevertheless, God can move on the scene and
give them the power to be victorious. Backsliding is not something to
be taken lightly.
Be an Overcomer
You cannot feed on the old
manna, on the light from forty years
ago, but you must eat fresh manna
daily. John 6:57-58 reads: "As the
living Father hath sent me, and I live
by the Father: so he that eateth me,
even he shall live by me. [If you are
going to have eternal life, you have
to live according to the Word of
God, not by what some man has
said or by what you think. The only
way you are going to have eternal

life is by walking in the light of the
Word of God.] This is that bread
which came down from heaven: not
as your fathers did eat manna, and
are dead: he that eateth of this bread
shall live for ever."
Verses 66-68 state: "From that
time many of his disciples went
back, and walked no more with him.
Then said Jesus unto the twelve,
Will ye also go away? Then Simon
Peter answered him, Lord, to whom
shall we go? thou hast the words of
eternal life."
Jesus said their fathers ate the
old manna, and they were dead.
You cannot live by the Old
Testament Law. God has given a
new law. Colossians 2:14 tells us,
"Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances . . . which was contrary
to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross." When someone asked Jesus what the great

commandment was, He said: "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind. This is the first
and great commandment. And the
second is like unto it, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself. On
these two commandments hang all
the law and the prophets" (Matthew
22:37-40).
You must love God with all your
heart, mind, and soul and get self
out of the way. It takes backbone to
serve God. Paul wrote to the church
at Philippi in Philippians 2:12,
"Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in
my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling."
To "work" means to exert much
effort. If you are going to be an
overcomer, you must exert much
effort. Paul suffered much affliction

because he was determined to serve
God. Although he endured much
suffering, he followed God's plan
precisely. He did not want to
displease God.
When people have the right
spirit, they are going to seek God's
face and ask Him what He wants
them to do. They walk in the light
because they seek to please God.
You must be able to take the little
bumps. Some people may turn
against you. You must be able to
take it if anything serious happens
to you. Paul feared and trembled
because he was afraid of displeasing
God. God wants each of us to work
out our salvation the same way, lest
we displease God by doing what we
want to do instead of what He
wants us to do. May God help us.
(Cassette C-5253M )

"I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have
vowed. Salvation is of the L ORD ."
Jonah 2:9

[G uest Editorial— continued from p. 2]

become very dangerous. We can so
easily become as the nine lepers
who received help and then neglected, or simply refused, to give
praise, honor, and thanksgiving to
the Lord. When people conduct
themselves this way, it grieves the
heart of Almighty God.
In this world of materialism and
humanism, so many have the idea
that they do not need God. Satan has
deceived men and women into
thinking they are capable of caring
for themselves with no need of help
from above. Nothing could be further from the truth and reality. Jeremiah 10:23 clearly states, "O Lord, I
know that the way of man is not in
himself: it is not in man that walketh
to direct his steps." Without God's

tender hand being extended, we
weak mortals would be unable to do
anything.
Considering the spiritual aspect
of God's blessings, we well know
that America has been given greater
light and understanding of God's
Word than any other nation. In
many countries either the light of
Truth is not shining at all or the
light is shining very dimly. We are
greatly blessed to have this knowledge and understanding; therefore,
we are extremely responsible to
others. Jesus said in Luke 12:48,
"Unto whomsoever much is given,
of him shall be much required." God
expects us to be thankful for these
spiritual blessings and to verbally
express our gratefulness to Him. The
greatest expression of thankfulness
G o sp e lT rum p e te r.c o m • N o v em b e r 2 0 0 9

to the Lord is shown by obedience to
Him through honoring His Word
and walking in the light. Thankfulness is more than mere words from
our lips, it calls for righteous action
in our daily living.
In Exodus 20:5 we are told, "I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God." He
demands all His creatures to worship Him above all else. Do not forget the blessings God has bestowed
upon you physically, financially,
and most of all, spiritually. You can
demonstrate your thankfulness by
living a life pleasing to Him and by
praising Him continually with your
lips from a truly grateful heart.
Selected
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August 17, 2009 - August 23, 2009
The thirty-eighth Annual Camp Meeting of the Church
of God at Canby, Oregon, is now history; however, the
precious memories of the inspiring preaching, the anointed
singing, and the rich fellowship will linger in the minds of
those who attended. Saints gathered in from Oregon,
Washington, California, Idaho, Montana, Arizona, New
Mexico, Kansas, Ohio, and Kenya, East Africa.
Many souls were saved, backsliders were reclaimed,
and sick bodies were healed. Brother Steve Cultice from
Exeter, California, was gloriously healed during the
meeting; a full report of his healing will be included in The
Gospel Trumpeter soon. Brother Steve is a son of the late
Pastor Ervin Cultice, a former member of our congregation. Earlier in his ministry, Pastor Cultice labored for the
Lord in Alaska and Washington.
Brother Roger L. Decker from God's Acres, Newark,
Ohio, was the evening evangelist. The subjects of the
messages that he delivered included: "Salvation," "Hindrances to Your Salvation," "From a Place of Victory to a
Place of Defeat," "Obstacles God Uses to Prevent You
from Being Lost," "The Kind of Church Jesus Built," and
"Supporting the Weak." Each message was timely, laden
with conviction, and brought wonderful results.
Other ministers who delivered messages of inspiration
and encouragement were: Brother Reggie Stegmeier,
Brother Bill Ferguson, Brother Patrick Brower, Brother
Irwin Sesher, Brother David Stegmeier, and Sister Sandra
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Killfoil. The congregation was edified and encouraged by
each one.
Brother Joseph Mbui Kibushi from Embu, Kenya, East
Africa, and his wife Cecilia were in attendance; Brother
Joseph spoke on Sunday morning, August 16, and several
times afterwards in the local Canby congregation. Also,
Brother and Sister Kibushi blessed the camp meeting
audience with several uplifting songs of praise.
The "crowning" service of the camp meeting was on
Friday evening. When the local young men's quartet sang,
"I Can't Even Walk Without You Holding My Hand." Many
souls made their way to an altar of prayer. After they
prayed through, many more souls came forward to receive
help. There was no preaching; the altar service took up the
entire time. It was a glorious meeting!
Since the camp meeting has ended, phone calls have
already been received expressing desires and plans about
attending next year's camp meeting. The Canby Church of
God hosts a Thanksgiving Fellowship Meeting,
Wednesday evening, November 25, 2009 through
Sunday evening, November 29, 2009. From Thursday
through Sunday, we have two services daily: 10:30 a.m.
and 7:30 p.m. Meals and lodging will be provided. Please
call 503-266-9297 or write to: The Church of God, 522 NW
Second Avenue, Canby, OR 97013.
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Pastor E. David Stegmeier

June 20 ˜ 27
August 1 ˜ 8
December 26 ˜ 29
It is time to make plans for next year's camp meetings
once again. Please mark your calendar for these dates.
We invite you to come and worship the Lord with us in
these old-fashioned, Holy Ghost-filled meetings.
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Winter Camp Meeting
December 27-30, 2009
Make your reservations now to come and worship
the Lord with us in an old-fashioned
camp meeting at God's Acres, Newark, Ohio
Three Services Daily: 10:00 a.m . 3:00 p.m . & 7:00 p.m .
The first service begins Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Send your reservations to:

David L. Bush
725 N. Cedar Street Newark, OH 43055
or call (740) 345-1213

