
SOUNDING FORTH THE SEVENTH AND LAST TRUMPET

Vol. 39   March 2009   No. 3

C hurch of  G od T abernac le in Newark, O hio

“I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord.”
                                                                    Psalm 122:1 



2

"For if  the trumpet g ive an uncertain sound,

who shall prepare himself  to the battle?"

THE GOSPEL TRUMPETER
USPS #871620

P eriodicals  postage  paid at the  post  office  in  N ewark ,

Ohio 43055 .

P OST M A N , send  form  3579 to the  printer:

T H E  GO SP E L  TR U M P E T E R
675 N . Cedar Street
N ewark , Ohio 43055

  This periodical carr ies no subscription price;

however, it i s partial ly maintained through the gifts

and offerings of its readers, with the balance of the

expenses being paid by the local congregation.

P R A Y ER : If  yo u  n e ed  p ray e r ,  p le a se  ph o n e  o r w ri t e :

R o ge r D e cke r ,  Pasto r
83 D ecrow  Ave .
N ew ark , O H  43055

Em ail :  pas to r@ church -o f-god-on line .com
Ph o n e :  740-344-2543  o r  1 -888-730-0461
F ax : 740-344-4737
Prin t Sh o p  Ph o n e :  740-345-1312

  This monthly religious journal is published for the benefit of the
Church of God universally. It is our supreme purpose to reach
the world for Christ through the printed page. Our burden is to
reveal  the truth of God's Word to al l  mankind, to expose sin
and error, war against apostasy, and to eradicate the
longstanding traditions of men that have no bibl ical
foundations.

Brother Roger L. Decker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Editor
Workers Too Numerous to Mention

T H E C HU R CH  O F G O D  BELIEVES IN :
A personal God (John 4:24)
A divine Christ (John 1:1, 14)
An infallibly inspired Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
Salvation from sin (Matt. 1:21)
The new birth (John 3:3, 5-7
A holy life (Luke 1:73-75; Titus 2:12)
Sanctification (1 Thess. 5:23)
Unity of God's people (John 17:21, Eph. 4)
Divine, physical healing (James 5:14-16)
The ordinances (Matt. 28:19-20; John 13;
        1 Cor. 11:23, 34)
Eternal life (Matt. 25:46; Mark 9:43)
The Trinity (1 John 5:7, 8)

SO ME SPIR IT UAL FAC T S

PER T AIN IN G  T O  T H E C HU R CH
Jesus organized it (Matt. 16:18)
On a good foundation (Eph. 2:20; I Cor. 3:11)
Christ governs it (Eph. 1:22-23; Isa. 9:6)
God admits members (I Cor. 12:13-18)
Sin puts you out of it (Rom. 11:22; Ex. 32:33)
The saved only are members (John 15:2-6)
Membership is offered to all (Rev. 22:17)
Final rewards (Rev. 20:12-15; 21:3-4; 22:14)
Bible name of the Church (Acts 20:28;
              Gal. 1:13; John 17:11)

  
We reserve the right to edit and/or decline any material
for any reason. Not responsible for unsolicited articles or
items.

CONTENTS

T he O neness  of  G od's  People

Part 1 of  2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Press  T oward the Mark.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Espec ially for Young People.. . . . . . . . . . . 12

"T he S in W hich Doth So Eas ily

Beset Us".. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

W hat Does  G od Really Hate?. . . . . . . . . . 21

Meeting Announcements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

Vol. 39   March 2009   No. 3
     "As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith."

Galatians 6:10

     "But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men."

Philippians 2:7

Serving Others
T
he Savior came into this
world to save men and
women from sin. He free-

ly gave of Himself, taking on the
form of a humble servant. He
went about doing good, helping
others, and serving all. His acts of
service brought blessings to mul-
titudes. Therefore, is it too much
for Him to expect us, who have
been redeemed, to give ourselves
in return to serve Him and oth-
ers? Certainly not! Serving is a
part of every child of God's duty.
Doing so brings great joy to the
Christian. We are saved to serve
others.

In 1 Peter 2:21 we read, ". . .

because Christ also suffered for

us, leaving us an example, that ye

should follow in his steps." Pro-

viding a life of service and giving

to God and others is a part of real

Christianity. Unfortunately, we

live in a world where too many

think only of themselves and do

that which pleases self. They

never find time to consider the

needs of others. Their life is so

wrapped up with self and what

self wants and desires that they

fail to see the desperate needs of

others.

This is contrary to Jesus'
teaching and example. He was not
concerned about His own com-
forts. His life was spent helping
and serving the needs of man-
kind. The Bible tells us the poor
and needy will always be around;
therefore, this gives opportunities
to the saint to demonstrate the
love of Christ. There are great
blessings bestowed upon those
who help men and women who
are unable to help themselves.
Sacrificing one's own desires
helps to eliminate self-
centeredness and covetousness.
Sharing and giving builds strong
Christian character and reaps
deep satisfaction.

In Matthew, Chapter 20,
Jesus was approached by a moth-
er who desired that her two sons
be allowed to sit, one on each side
of Him, in His kingdom. She did
not realize what she was asking.
Her thoughts were of the great-
ness and prestige for them and
not of the cost required for such a
position. Verses 26-28 read: ". . .
whosoever will be great among
you, let him be your minister;
And whosoever will be chief
among you, let him be your ser-
vant: Even as the Son of man
came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many." Many
would like to be great and recog-
nized as highly spiritual people in
society but are unwilling to make
the sacrifice and follow the guide-
lines that lead to such heights of
success.

Serving others can be thank-
less and often go unrecognized by
men; however, that which is done
in secret for God's glory never
goes unrewarded. There is One

[c o n t inu e d  o n  p age  25 ]
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Ephesians 4:1 I therefore, the
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called,

2 With all lowliness and meekness,
with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love; 
3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of

the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body, and one Spirit,

even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling; 
Part 1 of 2
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5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 One God and Father of all, who is

above all, and through all, and in you
all.
God Wants One Body

As you read these Scriptures, I
want you to notice that the word one
is highlighted throughout. The
Apostle Paul talked about one body,
one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God, and one hope of
your calling. Jesus had to contend
with division. There were three
main classes of that division, and
out of those three classes, there were
smaller groups comprising the larg-
er ones. However, you could bring it
down to two, by saying that at the
time of Jesus Christ, there were the
Jews and the Gentiles. It is God's
desire to have one body, and He
sent the Gospel to bring about that
oneness. There was a vast difference
between those two groups, and they
could not stand each other. There
were prejudices, hostilities, and
feelings of superiority. The gulf was
so widened that any hope of oneness
seemed to be a waste of time. Never-
theless, that did not stop Jesus
Christ's appearing or His mission. 

In John, Chapter 17, the word
one is used at least four times. Verse
11 says, "And now I am no more in
the world, but these are in the
world, and I come to thee. Holy
Father, keep through thine own
name those whom thou hast given
me, that they may be one, as we
are." Verses 21-23 read: "That they
all may be one; as thou, Father, art
in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us: that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me.
And the glory which thou gavest me
I have given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one: I in them,
and thou in me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the
world may know that thou hast sent
me, and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me."

God's desire is that the body of
Christ be one. This is very evident in
Paul's writings and in the prayer of
Jesus Christ. Jesus mentioned it at
least four different times. He ex-
pressed it in John 10:16 when He
said, "And other sheep I have, which
are not of this fold: them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd." God wants His people
3



together, even with their different
ideas, different ways of doing
things, different likes and dislikes,
different mannerisms, and faults.

God does not want His children
to find fault with one another. By
faith, each Christian has his own
personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. Friend, you can know Jesus
Christ for yourself. This is the won-
derful part about serving God. No
matter where you are from, where
you have been, or how you were
raised, when you accept Jesus
Christ, you will have your own per-
sonal relationship with Him. As
long as we all are in Jesus Christ, we
become one body, the spiritual
body, the Church of the Living God.

God makes it very plain
throughout His Word that He wants
one body. He does not want us to
take other names as the name of the
church, such as using John the Bap-
tist's name. John was a forerunner of
Jesus Christ, but even John said, "He
must increase, but I must decrease"
(John 3:30). There were great re-
formers, but God does not want us
to take Martin Luther's name or
John Wesley's name. He wants us to
take His name. The church is His
body.

I realize there are some groups
that take His name that are unwor-
thy to do so, but that does not mean
those who are worthy should not
take it. The religious world says that
a name does not matter, but it does
matter when it is ascribed to a
people who claim to be God's chil-
dren and who carry on a spiritual
work in the Kingdom of God.

The Oneness of God's Church

Consider to whom the Apostle
Paul addressed his letters. The
Church of God is the only name for
the church mentioned in the New
Testament. The Apostle Paul ad-
dressed his letters to the Church of
God, the ecclesia, those who have
been called out of sin and called out
of Babylon. He did not address them
to a sectarian denomination. The
Church of God is a separate people,
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the one body of Christ.
Isaiah 62:1-5 states: "For Zion's

sake will I not hold my peace, and
for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,
until the righteousness thereof go
forth as brightness, and the salva-
tion thereof as a lamp that burneth.
And the Gentiles shall see thy righ-
teousness, and all kings thy glory:
and thou shalt be called by a new
name, which the mouth of the LORD

shall name. Thou shalt also be a
crown of glory in the hand of the
LORD, and a royal diadem in the
hand of thy God. Thou shalt no
more be termed Forsaken; neither
shall thy land any more be termed
Desolate: but thou shalt be called
Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for
the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy
land shall be married. For as a
young man marrieth a virgin, so
shall thy sons marry thee: and as the
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride,
so shall thy God rejoice over thee."
In this Old Testament setting, we
read of a new name. It says, "the
mouth of the LORD shall name." This
name was to be placed upon the
bride, or the church.

In Jesus' prayer He prayed that
the Father would keep His disciples
through God's name. I want you to
read the testimony of the Apostle
Paul when he spoke of how he
persecuted the church before his
conversion. He said in Galatians
1:13, "For ye have heard of my con-
versation in time past in the Jews'
religion, how that beyond measure
I persecuted the church of God, and
wasted it." At one time the Apostle
was a destroyer of the Truth, but
upon his conversion he became a
wise master builder.

There is only one body, and
Christ is the Head of that one body,
the church. Now, no brain can work
through a body that is split into
fragments. Your brain cannot oper-
ate, or give directions to two bodies.
You have one body and one head.
Speaking of Jesus Christ, the Apostle
Paul said in Ephesians 1:22-23: "And
hath put all things under his feet,
and gave him to be the head over all
things to the church, Which is his
body, the fulness of him that filleth
all in all."

Unless there is a coordinated
oneness in the body, the designs of
the head are frustrated. The oneness
of the church is essential for the
work of Christ. The oneness of God's
church preaches a message to a lost
and dying world. The message is,
God has one church, or one body,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one hope, and one God. I appreciate
the Lord.

The oneness of God's church
is wonderful! It is beautiful that
people, no matter where they are
from, can surrender their lives to
God and have a closeness that the
world knows nothing about. We can
have a closeness with our brothers
and sisters that the world does not
understand. We care about one
another. We have a concern and a
burden for one another, and the
world knows nothing about it. This
is not a mechanical oneness, the
administration, or the human orga-
nization; but it is a oneness founded
on a common love of Christ, and
everyone has a concern for one
another. The body is made up of
many members, yet we are one
body. Just think of that!

How the Spiritual Body Works

The enemy of souls is against
the oneness of the body of Christ.
The oneness of the body preaches a
message of love like the world has
never known. In John 13:33-35 Jesus
said: "Little children, yet a little
while I am with you. Ye shall seek
me: and as I said unto the Jews,
Whither I go, ye cannot come; so
now I say to you. A new command-
ment I give unto you, That ye love
one another; as I have loved you,
that ye also love one another. By this
shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to
another." Love to one another is a
convincer. Thank God, we do not
have to go around and fuss and fight
and carry on and fall out with one
another.

More important than knowing



the doctrine and being well versed
on the Scriptures is having love one
to another. Love to one another is
decisive evidence that we are like
the Savior, that all people might see
and know it. You must become more
and more like Jesus Christ. It is the
thing by which God's people are
known among all men.

Just as the natural body has
many members, and those members
have many different functions, so
it is with the spiritual body. The
Apostle Paul illustrated how the
spiritual body works by comparing
it with the natural body. He stated
in 1 Corinthians 12:14-25: "For the
body is not one member, but many.
If the foot shall say, Because I am
not the hand, I am not of the body; is
it therefore not of the body? And if
the ear shall say, Because I am not
the eye, I am not of the body; is it
therefore not of the body? If the
whole body were an eye, where
were the hearing? If the whole were
hearing, where were the smelling?
But now hath God set the members
every one of them in the body, as it
hath pleased him. 

"And if they were all one
member, where were the body? But
now are they many members, yet
but one body. And the eye cannot
say unto the hand, I have no need of
thee: nor again the head to the feet,
I have no need of you. Nay, much
more those members of the body,
which seem to be more feeble, are
necessary: And those members of
the body, which we think to be less
honourable, upon these we bestow
more abundant honour; and our
uncomely parts have more abun-
dant comeliness. For our comely
parts have no need: but God hath
tempered the body together, having
given more abundant honour to that
part which lacked: That there should
be no schism in the body; but that
the members should have the same
care one for another."

The body is not one member,
but many. The body is not made up
of only the pastor; he is just one
member of the body. The body con-
sists of many members set in the
body by God. These members have
various gifts and talents to use for
the body so that the body can func-
tion and operate, representing the
body of Christ, or the kingdom of
God. There are many talents, or
gifts, and they function together. We
are workers together with Christ.

God Is in Control

There is one Spirit. That word
pneuma in the Greek means both
spirit and breath, but it is the usual
word for breath. Unless the breath is
in the body, the body is dead. Like-
wise, there could be no church
without the Spirit. There can be no
receiving of the Holy Spirit without
the confessing and the forsaking of
sin. There is no life in the church
without the Spirit of God.

There is one hope of our calling.
Church, we all are heading for the
same goal. Thank God, every one of
us has the same thoughts in mind.
We want to be more like Christ, and
we want to make Heaven our home.
There is one Lord. Philippians 2:11
says, "And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father." There
is one faith and one baptism. Wheth-
er you want to take that spiritually
or literally, I want to tell you that
water baptism in the morning time
meant more than it does today. Wa-
ter baptism in the morning-time
church meant that one was stepping
away from Judaism or the Samari-
tans. That person was stepping
away from every faction that would
not accept Jesus Christ. Water bap-
tism is an outward confession that
something has changed on the in-
side. It is an outward confession that
Jesus Christ lives on the inside.

Today people are baptized in
water, supposedly joining a church.
Water baptism will not take away
sin. Water baptism is an outward
confession of what the blood of Jesus
Christ has already done on the in-
side. It takes the blood of Jesus in
old-time repentance and in being
born again to cleanse a man or a
woman from sin.
There is only one way to enter
the church, and that is through the
blood of Jesus Christ. I want to re-
peat, Jesus Christ is for the oneness
of God's people; that is how He
prayed. There is one God, and He is
the Father of all.

Psalm 29:10 reads, "The LORD

sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD

sitteth King for ever." God is above
all. In the statement "The LORD sitt-
eth upon the flood" is enshrined the
control of God. No matter how
things may appear, God is still in
control. No matter how dark the
picture may be and no matter how
boxed in you may feel, God is still in
control. When it looks as though
things are falling apart in your life
or when it looks as if you cannot go
another step forward, remember
that Job was in the same condition.
Job did not know where God was,
but he let God know, "God, you
know where I am." I repeat, God is
still in control. When you can hardly
rub two nickels together and things
look bad, put Jesus first in all that
you do, and He will take care of
you.

God commanded the waters to
be upon the earth in Noah's day. He
governs universal nature. Whatever
He wills, He does in the Heavens
above and on the earth beneath, and
in all the deep places. Every phe-
nomenon is under His government
and control.

As Christians, we believe that
we live in a God-created, God-
controlled, God-sustained, God-
filled world. The oneness of God's
people is in the Lord's plan and
requirements. It was expressed in
the prayer of Jesus in John 17:21-23,
which you read earlier in the mes-
sage. It was expressed in the teach-
ings of the Apostle Paul when he
said in Ephesians 1:10, "That in the
dispensation of the fulness of times
he might gather together in one all
things in Christ, both which are in
heaven, and which are on earth;
even in him."

Again, Jesus expressed it when
He said in John 10:16, "And other
sheep I have, which are not of this
5



fold: them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice; and there
shall be one fold, and one shep-
herd." I repeat, God wants His peo-
ple together, even with their differ-
ent ideas. He does not want His
people to try to find fault with one
another, to hunt for sin, or to be-
come contentious or critical. Why?
That destroys the oneness of the
church. It is easy to see someone
else's faults.

"The Beginning of Strife"

Proverbs 13:10 says, "Only by
pride cometh contention: [What is
contention? It is quarreling, arguing.]
but with the well advised is wis-
dom." We read in Proverbs 17:14,
"The beginning of strife is as when
one letteth out water: therefore leave
off contention, before it be meddled
with." What is this saying? Strife
begins like someone who lets out
some water. For example, let us say
that a dam has a little break in it,
and all the water is rushing toward
that break. The force would become
too great to be successfully opposed,
so the dikes and all would be swept
away speedily.

That is how contention and
quarrels and strife begin over a dis-
agreement. Because of pride, each
one holds out for his own way. Then
some people begin to form sides,
and then there is a breach in the
body. The next thing you know,
floods of people get involved in that
breach and choose sides. What is the
ultimate end? The dam breaks.

The small town where I came
from, Watkins Glen, New York, had
a flood before I was born. A dam
burst during that flood, and when it
did, a flood of water came down
through a gorge and through the
main stream, over a bridge, and
down through the town. The flood
waters carried automobiles down
the street and went into all the
stores and the homes. It was a terri-
ble catastrophe.

Contention starts with just a
little breach between a couple of
people, and next, like a great flood
6

moving toward a dam, all that
contention goes right to one spot.
First, you have a breach, and then
you have a disaster. 

Church of God, we have to learn
to give people the benefit of the
doubt and to be long-suffering and
patient with one another. A congre-
gation should be patient with the
pastor. Pastors make mistakes, but
not intentionally. A godly pastor's
desire is to feed the Church of God,
to see the spiritual body grow, and
to see many souls won to the King-
dom of God. We all have made
some bad decisions in our lives, or
decisions that we would to God we
had not made; nevertheless, we
made them. Do not let contention
take you under.

Proverbs 18:6 says, "A fool's lips
enter into contention, and his mouth
calleth for strokes." What does that
mean? It means his mouth is so bad
that people feel like hitting him.
Now, Christians do not do that. This
verse is talking about a fool who
enters into contention, and his
mouth calls for strokes.

Verse 7 says, "A fool's mouth is
his destruction, and his lips are the
snare of his soul." Think of that!
Proverbs 22:10 states, "Cast out the
scorner, and contention shall go out;
yea, strife and reproach shall cease."
Another translation makes this verse
really simple. It reads, "Arguments
and fights will come to an end if you
chase away those who insult others."
You should not listen to your broth-
er or sister being run down, no mat-
ter who is doing it. You should do
something about it.

Endeavor to Keep the Unity

To bring people together, God
sent the Holy Spirit so that the
oneness of the body would show
forth the plan of God. With all those
warring factions at the time that
Jesus came—the Gentiles, the
Orthodox Jews, and the Samari-
tans—how was God going to get
them together when they refused
to have anything to do with one
another? They could not sit down at
a bargaining table and talk things
out. They could not sit down and
point out one another's faults and
come to a peaceful resolution.

God sent the Holy Spirit, and
whenever anyone is cleansed by the
blood of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit
can move in; then contention, strife,
bitterness, and offensive things will
come to a halt. On the Day of Pente-
cost God spoke to the Jew first
through the message of Peter. We
find in Acts 2:37 those Orthodox
Jews who were gathered there on
the Day of Pentecost, after they
heard the message of the Apostle
Peter, said, "Men and brethren, what
shall we do?" Peter's words were to
repent; that is still the answer for sin
in one's life.

If you have sin in your life, you
should not just tell God that you are
sorry and go on and live in sin. You
must confess your sin, and at the
time you are confessing your sin,
you must forsake it; then God will
make you a member of the one
body. God never put anyone in a
denominational church. By one
spirit, we all are baptized into one
body. If you have joined a denomi-
national church, someone got you to
join, maybe your mother, your
father, your brother, or your sister.
God joined you to Jesus Christ and
the one body, the Church of the
Living God.

The oneness of God's people is a
beautiful picture. I repeat, God
wants His people to be one, so let us
do our best as the church to work at
that. Let us not only be one but also
stay one. Ephesians says to "en-
deavor to keep the unity of the
Spirit." What is that? That is the
unity that the Spirit started. It was
the Spirit of God that brought us
together.

When I was living in sin, I
wanted no part of the Church of
God, but after I got saved, it was the
Spirit of God that joined me together
with the saints and made me one
with God's people. God has one
people, one faith, one Lord, one
baptism, and one hope, all in Jesus
Christ. What a wonderful work Je-



The Cigarette Speaks

I'm just a friendly cigarette—
Don't be afraid of me!

Why all the advertisers cause you to think
I'm harmless as can be!

They tell you that I'm your "best friend,"
(I liked that cunning lie!)

And say you'll "walk a mile" for me,
Because I satisfy.

So come, and be a sport!
Why longer hesitate?

With me between your lips,
You'll be quite up to date!

You may not like me right at first,
But very soon I'll bet,

You'll find you just can't get along
Without a cigarette!

You've smoked one package, so I know
I've nothing now to fear;

When once I get a grip on souls,
They're mine for life, my dear!

Your freedom you began to lose,
The very day we met,

When I convinced you it was smart
To smoke a cigarette!

The color's fading from your cheeks;
Your fingertips are stained;

And now you'd like to give me up,
But now you are chained!

You even took a drink last night—
I thought you would ere long

For those whom I enslave soon lose
Their sense of right and wrong!

Year after year, I've fettered you,
And led you blindly on

Till now you're just a bunch of nerves,
With looks and health both gone.

You're pale and thin and have a cough—
But you can't leave me alone!

Selected
sus did for you and me! Where
would we be today, church, if it
were not for Jesus Christ?

In all the turmoil that is going
on out in the world, with people
being tossed this way and that way,
there is still only one hope, and that
is in Jesus Christ. It is not found in
an election, but Jesus Christ is the
only hope for all people.

Are you God's child? Do you
really know for certain that you are
His child? Have you repented and
confessed as the Bible says to do?
This does not mean that you have to
confess your sins to everyone else.
To be saved, you must confess to
Jesus Christ as the Bible says to do
in Proverbs 28:13, and then God will
have mercy. Have you truly done
that? When you do, God will make
you a member of the body of Christ.

God did a wonderful work
when He sent the Holy Spirit into
my heart. Romans 8:15 lets us know
that when we have received the
Spirit of adoption, we say, "Abba,
Father." This means that you have a
personal relationship with Jesus
Christ and with God Himself.

If you are not really saved, why
put it off? Often people think they
can put off salvation until a later
date because they have other things
that they want to do. They think
they have to get certain things
worked out first, but that is not the
way salvation works. If you have
things to do and things to work out,
you need God to help you. The Bible
says today is the day of salvation.
Besides that, you do not know that
you will ever see the dawn of an-
other day. You may be feeling well
and seem to be in fairly good health.
You might even have a doctor's
report stating that, but life can
change in a matter of moments. You
want to have God in your heart
before you get to the place where
you do not know what you are do-
ing and cannot call on God. Again,
you can have a oneness with Jesus
Christ, you in Him and Him in you.
You cannot have that closeness any
other way.

(Com pact Disc TR-225M)
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Philippians 3:1 Finally, my
brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write
the same things to you, to me indeed is
not grievous, but for you it is safe. 

2 Boeware of dogs, beware of evil
workers, beware of the concision. 

3 For we are the circumcision,
which worship God in the spirit, and
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in the flesh.

4 Though I might also have
confidence in the flesh. If any other man
thinketh that he hath whereof he might
trust in the flesh, I more: 

5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,
an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching
the law, a Pharisee; 

6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the
church; touching the righteousness
which is in the law, blameless. 

7 But what things were gain to me,
those I counted loss for Christ. 

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all
things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for
8

whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and do count them but dung,
that I may win Christ,

9 And be found in him, not having
mine own righteousness, which is of the
law, but that which is through the faith
of Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith: 

10 That I may know him, and the
power of his resurrection, and the fel-
lowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death; 

11 If by any means I might attain
unto the resurrection of the dead. 

12 Not as though I had already
attained, either were already perfect: but
I follow after, if that I may apprehend
that for which also I am apprehended of
Christ Jesus. 

13 Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one thing I
do, forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto those
things which are before, 

14 I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in
Brother Charles Ferguson
Christ Jesus.
15 Let us therefore, as many as be

perfect, be thus minded: and if in any
thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall
reveal even this unto you. 

16 Nevertheless, whereto we have
already attained, let us walk by the same
rule, let us mind the same thing.

17 Brethren, be followers together
of me, and mark them which walk so as
ye have us for an ensample. 

18 (For many walk, of whom I have
told you often, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are the enemies of the
cross of Christ: 

19 Whose end is destruction, whose
God is their belly, and whose glory is in
their shame, who mind earthly things.)

20 For our conversation is in heav-
en; from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

21 Who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto his
glorious body, according to the working
whereby he is able even to subdue all
things unto himself.
Fulfilling Your Destiny

I want to focus on verse 14 of the
Scripture reading, which states, "I
press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus." Dear one, you need to press
toward that mark and not let anyone
or anything discourage you. Several
years ago when my wife and I
labored in Idaho, I was fishing on
the Clearwater River. Oftentimes
you can see ten to fifteen feet down
to the bottom of the river and see the
color of the rocks. It is very beauti-
ful. As I was fishing, I saw a steel
head trout working its way up the
stream very slowly. It looked



battered, and I could see the scars
and the abrasions on its head and
body.

That trout had hatched some-
where upstream, from a little tiny
egg, and God put in it to go down
the Columbia River, down the
Clearwater River, down the Snake
River, and into the ocean, a journey
of approximately five hundred
miles. It went through all the locks
and dams, past all the eagles and
the hawks that would have scooped
it up and eaten it, and stayed in the
ocean three or four years. Then,
somehow or another, one day God,
through the nature that He put in
that fish, said "Go home," so it
started up the river and began the
five hundred mile journey through
all the locks, past all the Indian
fishermen, through all the dams,
and many obstacles, back to the very
spot where it hatched out, to fulfill
its destiny.

Dear one, you have a destiny to
fulfill. The fish was pressing toward
the mark of its calling. Though it
had been beaten and battered, it was
still going upstream. Dear one, you
need to "press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling," as Paul
said in verse 14 of our Scripture text.
This prize is worth working for,
waiting for, and dying for. I do not
want a religion that I can just merely
live by; I want one that is good
enough to die by.

I often wonder if some folks do
not take up a religious profession
because they think it is in vogue or
just the way to go, but inside  they
are really empty. They just go to
church because it is a habit, but
inside they do not have anything.
You cannot lay a finger on their
lives. They are good people, they
attend church regularly, they tithe,
and they do good works, but their
hearts are not really in it.

Perilous Times

In our Scripture text are very
profound words. In verse 2 Paul
wrote, "Beware of dogs, beware of
evil workers, beware of the conci-
sion." He was talking about the Jew-
ish people. Dear one, there are lots
of dogs around. In the Book of Reve-
lation 22:15 John the Revelator said,
"For without are dogs, and sorcerers,
and whoremongers, and murder-
ers." Paul said to beware of dogs.
There are many people who would
like to destroy the Church of God.
You see, the devil works through
people. He would like to destroy the
church's influence in the community
where it is located. Therefore, you
need to beware of some things.

Verses 3-6 read: "For we are the
circumcision, which worship God in
the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus,
and have no confidence in the flesh.
Though I might also have confi-
dence in the flesh. If any other man
thinketh that he hath whereof he
might trust in the flesh, I more:
Circumcised the eighth day, of the
stock of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the He-
brews; as touching the law, a Phari-
see; Concerning zeal, persecuting
the church; touching the righteous-
ness which is in the law, blameless."

I want you to pay particular
attention to verses 7-11: "But what
things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ. Yea doubt-
less, and I count all things but loss
for the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things,
and do count them but dung, that I
may win Christ, And be found in
him, not having mine own righ-
teousness, which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith: That I may know him,
and the power of his resurrection,
and the fellowship of his sufferings,
being made conformable unto his
death; If by any means I might at-
tain unto the resurrection of the
dead."

Paul warned us to be careful.
John the Revelator also warned us.
We are living in very serious and
perilous times. Paul said that peril-
ous times would come upon us.
There is much division today. What
a tangled web sin weaves in peo-
ple's lives! Sin can weave such a
tangled web that, although it is pos-
sible for God to save you, if you are
not sold out 100 percent, you will let
the consequences throw you. You
will not be willing to pay the price
that God has for you to pay to get
free from sin. You can weave such a
web that restitution can be very
difficult. Restitution can be such a
paramount thing that it can take all
you have to make it. If you are not
sold out completely, you will not do
it.

Again, Philippians 3:8 reads,
"Yea doubtless, and I count all
things but loss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord: for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them
but dung, that I may win Christ."
Paul was letting us know that we
should beware not to think too high-
ly of ourselves. Jesus said unless you
forsake father, mother, sister, and
brother, you cannot be His disciple,
which means that you must love
Christ first and foremost, above all
others. He must come first in your
life.

See That Nothing Hinders You

In verses 11-13 of our Scripture
text Paul said: "If by any means I
might attain unto the resurrection of
the dead. Not as though I had
already attained, either were al-
ready perfect: but I follow after, if
that I may apprehend that for which
also I am apprehended of Christ
Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are
before." Dear one, too often we re-
member the hurts when we should
forget the hurts and remember the
good times. Again, Paul said to for-
get those things which are behind
and reach forth to those things
which are before.

I can remember times in my life
when problems and trials came. As
I look back on those things, I have
no animosity, no hatred, and no
9



bitterness concerning those events.
They are in the past, and I am going
on to those things which are before
me. We need to forget those things
that are behind and reach forth to
the things that are ahead of us. If
you dwell on those things in the
past, the first thing you know, you
will turn around and go that direc-
tion. Dear one, you are not in Heav-
en yet. Paul said, "I press toward the
mark for the prize of the high call-
ing." You need to press that way.

Luke 16:16 states, "The law and
the prophets were until John: since
that time the kingdom of God is
preached, and every man presseth
into it." I once read an old copy of
Pilgrim's Progress. A lady in the
church let my wife and me borrow
it, and I read it. In the preface of this
very old copy, John Bunyan said, "I
saw this great mountain, and there
was a high wall around this moun-
tain, and I searched for a way
through that wall to get onto the
mountain. I searched and I searched
and I searched, and finally, I came to
a very narrow opening. I struggled
and I struggled and I struggled until
I got through. When I got through, I
saw that it was none other than the
Church of God." Dear one, you must
press your way into the Kingdom of
God, into God's service and see that
nothing hinders you, nothing
whatsoever.

Have you read about the
centurion that rescued Paul from a
beating in Acts, Chapter 22? The
centurion went and told the chief
captain that Paul claimed to be a
Roman, and the chief captain came
and said to Paul, "Tell me, art thou a
Roman?" Paul replied, "Yea." We
read in verse 28, "And the chief cap-
tain answered, With a great sum
obtained I this freedom. And Paul
said, But I was free born." It is with
great price that we obtain the prize.
I do not want a prize that is not
worth the price. Do you? I want a
prize that is worth a great price.
That prize is precious if it is worth a
great price. This experience that we
have is worth a great price! Solomon
said of the church in Song of Solo-
10
mon 6:9, "She is the only one of her
mother." What a wonderful privi-
lege it is to know that! Paul said in
verse 18 of the Philippian letter, "For
many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are the enemies
of the cross of Christ."

Keeping the Body Under

There is no sin in the church, but
we are in a time of apostasy and
deception. If we are not careful, our
eyesight and knowledge will go
down to a level that it should not be.
Then the devil will cause you to
think there is sin in the church, but
that is an impossibility. If there were
sin in the church, then there would
be no possible way for you to be
forgiven of it, because there is no
shed blood inside the church, not for
sins. It is shed without, not in the
church.

The Apostle Paul wrote in
1 Corinthians 9:22-27: "To the weak
became I as weak, that I might gain
the weak: I am made all things to
all men, that I might by all means
save some. And this I do for the
gospel's sake, that I might be par-
taker thereof with you. Know ye not
that they which run in a race run all,
but one receiveth the prize? So run,
that ye may obtain. And every man
that striveth for the mastery is tem-
perate in all things. Now they do it
to obtain a corruptible crown; but
we an incorruptible. I therefore so
run, not as uncertainly; so fight I,
not as one that beateth the air: But I
keep under my body, and bring it
into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a cast-
away."

Most of the trouble is due to
people who are not keeping the
body in submission. Paul said he
kept his body under. If Paul kept his
body under, you have to keep your
body under too. Some ministers
today are in deep trouble because of
the leadership of the flesh—nothing
but flesh.

In 1 Corinthians 9:26 Paul said,
"I therefore so run, not as uncer-
tainly; so fight I, not as one that
beateth the air." Dear one, you need
to know and remember where you
came from and know where you
are going. You do not need to beat
the air and run uncertainly. In times
past boxers used to train in a
shadowbox, fighting shadows. You
do not need to fight shadows; you
need to know what you are fighting.
May God help you not just to fight
the air, or not to be as one who beats
the air, but you need to know where
your battle is.

Paul said in verse 27, "But I keep
under my body, and bring it into
subjection: lest that by any means,
when I have preached to others, I
myself should be a castaway." God
is faithful. You will never err in
going God's way. God never fails.
You cannot trust God too much. No
one who has ever trusted Him, for
physical healing as well as anything
else, has ever been disappointed.
You need to stay close to Him.
Again, Paul said in verses 26-27: "I
therefore so run, not as uncertainly;
so fight I, not as one that beateth the
air: But I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by
any means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a cast-
away."

Strive for the Mastery

In 1 Corinthians 9:25a the
Apostle Paul said, "And every man
that striveth for the mastery is tem-
perate in all things." Temperance
does not begin with salvation. You
are born again at an altar of prayer,
but you must have motivation be-
fore you ever go to an altar of
prayer. Temperance in your life
helps to bring you to the place of
repentance, and from there on, you
must strive for the mastery. Is that
what you are striving for, to be mas-
ter over sin and shame and the
world, and even your own body?
Are you striving for the mastery?
One who runs in a race does not win
the race because he just ran that day.
He has to make preparations.



Those athletes who compete in
the Ironman Triathlon in Arizona
swim 2.4 miles, run 26.2 miles, and
bike 112 miles. Do you think they
swim for so many miles, run for so
many miles, and bike for so many
miles when they first start doing
that? No, they have to put some-
thing into it. They have to strive for
the mastery to master those compe-
titions. They put everything they
have into competing in those events.

You must strive for the mastery
for victory over sin and to live for
God successfully day in and day
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out. You must be faithful if you are
going to master the things of this
world and put them under your feet.
You must put forth effort to do so. If
you do not, you cannot do it.

Dear one, do you absolutely
know without a doubt that you have
mastered the world, that there is no
sin in your life, and that you belong
to God? Do you know beyond a
shadow of doubt that you are run-
ning this Christian race success-
fully? If you are not running it suc-
cessfully, 100 percent successfully,
you are failing somewhere.
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I say again, temperance does not
start with salvation. You must be
temperate in all things. After sal-
vation comes, you must have
temperance in your life. Temperance
is having moderation, or restraint;
having things under control. Do you
have your body under control? Do
you have your mind under the
control of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?
If not, you need to seek the Lord
earnestly and strive for the mastery.

(Cassette C-5454M)
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The Life of Samson
The Bible lets us know that after
the death of Joshua and the elders,
another generation arose. This gen-
eration did not know the Lord, and
they did not know the work that He
had done. Judges 13:1 tells us, "And
the children of Israel did evil again
in the sight of the LORD." They
served Baal, they bowed down and
worshiped idols, and they forsook
the Lord their God. That angered the
Lord, and His anger was hot against
Israel. 

Many times He had delivered
Israel into the hands of their ene-
mies, and their enemies would
overpower and oppress Israel and
plunder their land. In their misery
they would repent and cry out to
God for help. In mercy, He would
remember them and deliver them
with great victories through the
judges. When a judge died, Israel
would go right back to their evil
ways and live more corruptly than
ever before. They did this repeat-
edly.

Again, Judges 13:1 states, "And
the children of Israel did evil again
in the sight of the LORD; and the
LORD delivered them into the hands
of the Philistines forty years." Dur-
ing this time, there was a family of
the tribe of Dan, Manoah and his
wife. They had no children and
wanted a child very badly. One day
the angel of the Lord appeared to
the woman and made the divine
announcement that she was going to
12
have a son. After years of waiting,
she was going to have a baby boy!
The angel told her, "For, lo, thou
shalt conceive, and bear a son; and
no razor shall come on his head: for
the child shall be a Nazarite unto
God from the womb: and he shall
begin to deliver Israel out of the
hand of the Philistines" (Judges
13:5). This child was to be set apart,
consecrated for a special work. His
Nazarite vow (and it was not always
so) was from the womb to death.
This vow of separation had three
principle requirements. First, he was
to eat or drink nothing from the
grapevine, to represent self-denial.
Second, no razor was to come on his
head (this was not the custom, but it
was for the Nazarite vow only), to
represent his being set apart. Third,
he was to have no contact with any
dead body, to represent purity.

The angel appeared a second
time, confirming this announce-
ment.  In due time, Manoah and his
wife had a darling little baby boy,
whom they named Samson. Without
a doubt, Samson's parents brought
him up in the fear and admonition
of the Lord, taught him to love God
and to love the law of God, and
taught him to keep his Nazarite
vow. Samson had a good start in
life. Judges 13:24 says, "The child
grew, and the LORD blessed him."
The Bible tells us that the Spirit of
the Lord would come upon him at
special times and for special pur-
poses. God would give him extraor-
dinary strength to defeat the enemy.
This was a very unique gift.

Samson grew into manhood.
One day he saw a young woman of
the daughters of the Philistines and
liked her, so he went home and told
his parents. In Judges 14: 2 Samson
told his parents, "I have seen a
woman in Timnath of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get
her for me to wife." She was of the
enemy's camp. His parents were
troubled, and in verse 3 they rea-
soned with him, "Is there never a
woman among the daughters of thy
brethren, or among all my people,
that thou goest to take a wife of the
uncircumcised Philistines?" In the
same verse you can read that Sam-
son replied, "Get her for me; for she
pleaseth me well. "

Today how many young people
overstep counsel from their parents
and their godly pastor, saying: "I'm
old enough to make my own deci-
sions. I know what I'm doing. You'll
see. It'll work out just fine. Alas,
their hopes and dreams end in di-
saster. Many times they end up with
broken hearts. Then they say: "Oh,
you were right, Mom and Dad. I'm
so sorry." Just as Samson's parents,
many parents today cannot change
their children's minds.

Samson went on his way down
to see the young Philistine woman.
As he traveled along on his journey,
suddenly a young lion, fierce and



strong, came upon him. He had no
weapon to fight the lion. What hap-
pened? With his bare hands Samson
tore that lion apart! How could he
do that? The Spirit of the Lord
moved on him mightily (child of
God, that is how we win our victo-
ries—by the Spirit of the Lord). Sam-
son insisted on marrying the
woman, and it resulted in one act of
vengeance after another. Although
God used the occasion and helped
Samson kill quite a few Philistines,
his marriage ended in disaster. 

The Philistines were very angry
with Samson. He had killed some of
their people and set some of their
fields on fire. Therefore, they were
angry and invaded Judah. The
Philistines told the men of Judah to
get Samson for them, so they sent
three thousand strong men after one
man. They told Samson, in so many
words: "We have come to arrest you,
Samson. We are going to turn you
over to the Philistines." Samson
made a promise, "I'll let you do it if
you promise that you will not kill
me." They promised, so he let them
tie him up with new ropes.

As they delivered Samson into
the hands of the Philistines, the Bi-
ble tells us that the Spirit of the Lord
moved on him mightily, and he
broke the ropes. Since he had no
weapon, he grabbed the jawbone of
a donkey. With that strange weapon
he killed a thousand men. Samson
was unique, and he was a loner. He
did not have families or armies to
help him. He had his own little vic-
tory party, and he said in Judges
15:16, "With the jawbone of an ass,
heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of
an ass have I slain a thousand men."
One man and God are a majority.
Samson performed many super-
natural acts, but only because the
Spirit of the Lord multiplied his
strength "that the excellency of the
power may be of God" (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:17). This was from God, and it
was to His glory. Judges 15:20 lets
us know that Samson ruled Israel for
twenty years. 

The next time we read of
Samson, we read that he had gone to
Gaza, which was the enemy's
stronghold. He went to Gaza be-
cause he saw a harlot, and he went
in to her. While he was there, the
Philistines said that Samson was in
their city. They decided to set a trap
for Samson. (Oh, how this illustrates
the way Satan works to entrap each
of us, and it demonstrates how the
flesh works against us! Therefore,
we need to take note.) We do not
know whether or not Samson heard
of this trap, but the Bible says that at
midnight Samson got up, picked up
the doors of the gate of the city and
the two posts, bar and all, put them
on his shoulders, and carried them
to the top of the hill. The doors to
those walled cities were extremely
heavy. Oh, how God moved on
Samson!

Samson had great physical
strength, and God gave him that
great strength; however, the out-
ward strength is not all that matters
That is not all that there is to man. It
is what is on the inside that really
counts. That which is on the inside
will come out.

Almost from the very beginning
of Samson's manhood, he had a very
noticeable weakness. It was for the
wrong kind of women. He had vic-
tory over the Philistines, and he was
a judge for twenty years. Sadly, he
could not control his inner passions.
His flesh was stronger than he was.
It did not have to be that way, but
he wanted his way more than God's
way. That self-indulgent spirit of "I
want it and I am going to have it"
will wreck and ruin you. The
Philistines tried and tried to catch
Samson, but they could not do it.

We read of Samson in Judges
16:4, "And it came afterward, that he
loved a woman . . . whose name was
Delilah." Some writers say that she
was a Philistine, others are unsure,
but one thing for sure is that she was
a wicked woman and an enemy. The
Book of Proverbs tells us not to enter
the path of the wicked. We must
avoid it, turn away from it, pass on,
and do not go near the door. Why?
Proverbs 7:27 says that "Her house is
the way to hell." Samson failed to
take heed because he wanted his
own way.

Through Samson's story, I want
you to consider how the flesh works
and notice how a self-indulgent
spirit works. Samson walked right
into Satan's trap. I call it the devil's
playhouse—self and the flesh. The
attitude of "I want it, I will have it,
and I must have it" will get you into
trouble every time. Samson was self-
confident. No doubt, he felt as
though he could handle it, thinking,
"I have done this before and nothing
happened. I can do it again; no
harm will be done." Not+q even the
strongest man in the Bible was
strong enough to handle the flesh;
not even Samson was strong enough
to handle disobedience.

The news of Samson's visits to
Delilah reached the Philistine's ears.
Five Philistine lords went to visit
Delilah and bribed her with a large
sum of money, and she agreed to the
deception.

After that meeting with the
Philistines, Samson came to visit
Delilah, and no doubt she turned on
the charm: "Oh, Samson, it's so good
to see you! Come in, come in. Oh,
you look so good! You're so brave
and so strong, Samson."

Delilah flattered Samson until
she convinced him and deceived
him into believing that she really
cared for him, but all the while she
was plotting his downfall (this is a
true picture of how Satan works).
She made Samson feel safe and se-
cure with her. Perhaps she said
something like this: "Come on, Sam-
son. You look so tired. Come over
here and lie down and rest. Put your
weary head on my lap." (Satan
wants your head in his lap so that he
can work on your thought life.)

After all the flattering build up,
Delilah began to ask Samson what
she really wanted to know. "Sam-
son, you're my hero. No one can
conquer you. Please, Samson, tell
me where your great strength lies
and with what you may be bound to
afflict you." Right then, the warning
bells should have been going "Ding,
ding, ding!" That is when Samson
13



should have said, "I'm out of here!"
As did  Joseph, Samson should have
run for his life, but not Samson. His
flesh had become too strong. He
could slay a lion, but he could not
slay the flesh. He thought that he
was strong enough to handle it.
Maybe he thought, "I'll play her
game for a while. I'll have a little bit
of fun with her. What's the harm?
Nothing bad will happen. I won't go
too far." How far is too far?

Delilah began to plead with
Samson, "Please tell me your secret."
He had to think of something, so he
said, "If you bind me with seven
fresh bow strings, then I shall be
weak, and I will be like any other
man." 

She said: "Samson, let me rock
you to sleep. You just relax and go
to sleep."

The devil wants to rock us to
sleep in the lap of false security. It
does not matter what that false secu-
rity is. It could be the lap of riches.
The devil will whisper: "You are
well fixed. You don't need to worry
about anything." The devil may use
pleasure, saying: "You can have the
time of your life! You're young. Go
for it!" The devil may use the lap of
false religion, and what a false secu-
rity there is in false religion with all
its false doctrines. No matter what
the means, Satan wants to rock us to
sleep. That is what he is doing with
multitudes. The devil is a liar, and
sin is deceitful. Satan whispers:
"Sleep on! Sleep on careless soul!"
That is just what Delilah did to
Samson.

While Samson slept, the
Philistines brought the bow strings
to Delilah, and she bound him with
them. Then she cried, "The Philis-
tines are upon you, Samson!" Sam-
son broke those bow strings as
though they were nothing. You
would think that after that hap-
pened, he would have run for his
life, but possibly because he was
able to break those bow strings
without any problem at all, his self-
confidence increased. He felt no
harm. He might have felt, "I'll just
have a little fun," not realizing that
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it was the mercy of God. As his self-
confidence increased, so did the
flesh. It is a sad thing to give in to
the flesh.

On Samson's next visit, he again
tricked Delilah, and she pouted and
said: "Samson, you made fun of me.
You lied to me. You know how
much I care for you. Why can't you
tell me your secret? Samson, come
over here and rest awhile." You
would have thought that he would
have caught on by that time, but he
did not. This portrays how strong
one's will to do evil can become and
how strong the flesh can become.
Others may look on and question,
"Why is he doing that? Doesn't he
know he should not be doing that?"
He does not see it because he is de-
ceived, full of self-confidence and
self-will, with the attitude of "It's my
way or no way." That is exactly how
it was with Samson.

Delilah again pleaded, "Samson,
please tell me with what you may
be bound." Judges 16:11 tells us that
he answered, "If they bind me fast
[tightly] with new ropes that never
were occupied [or used], then shall
I be weak, and be as another man."
Delilah soothed him to sleep, and
then she bound him with new rope.
Samson's sleeping through that is
just the way the enemy works today.
He deceives people, and they fall
asleep spiritually.

After Delilah tied up Samson
again, she cried, "The Philistines are
upon you, Samson!" Immediately,
he broke those ropes as though they
were threads. By this time Samson
was probably feeling very sure of
himself. (You need to watch when
you feel sure of yourself.) Samson
had been playing the cat and mouse
game. Have you ever seen a cat play
with a mouse? The cat will let the
mouse run a while, and then it will
knock it down. The cat will continue
in this manner for a while before
killing the mouse. The same thing
was happening between Samson
and Delilah, who was being used by
Satan.

Samson thought he was becom-
ing stronger, and all the time he was
becoming weaker. He thought he
had everything under control when
all the time he was losing control.
Little by little, Delilah broke down
his resistence. She said, "Samson,
you're mocking me. You're not tell-
ing me the truth, and it hurts my
feelings. Can't you trust me with
your secret?" Samson still did not
flee. (The longer you trifle with sin,
the more entangled you will
become.)

Delilah said, "Samson, come
over here and pillow your head in
my lap." Perhaps she sang a song to
him. Possibly she whispered, "You
can trust me with your secret." She
began to get a little bolder, and he
become weaker and more reckless.
This time Judges 16:13 tells us that
Samson said, "If thou weavest the
seven locks of my head with the
web [or a loom]." Samson was get-
ting closer and closer to revealing
his secret.

As the Philistines were hiding
and watching, Delilah took her own
loom and began to weave his hair
into that loom. When she had fin-
ished, she cried, "The Philistines are
upon you, Samson." He awakened,
and the Bible says that he "went
away with the pin of the beam, and
with the web" (verse 14). What a
different story it might have been if
Samson had stayed away from
Delilah.

Samson began early in his life to
trifle with sin. How many times can
you trifle with sin before you over-
step for the last time? Do you know?
At what point might that trifling
become fatal. You do not know. The
Bible lets you know there is a line
drawn, and beyond that line, recov-
ery is impossible Not one of us
knows where the line is drawn. That
is the reason it does not pay to trifle
with sin. How many times will God
knock on your heart's door? You
hope more than once, but do you
really know? How many times
might He call your name before He
says that it is the last time? Yet the
multitudes say: "Leave me alone! I
don't want to hear it. Don't bother
me."



What if God took that for your
last and final answer? Can you say
He will not? Do you know for sure?
No, you do not, and neither do I.
Who is strong enough to handle
being cut off by God forever? Self is
never satisfied. Fleshly desires can
never be satisfied because you can-
not satisfy the flesh. The more you
get, the more you want. The more
you do, the more you are going to
do. Multitudes of people are gam-
bling with their souls. God knocks,
and they say: "Not today, Lord.
Maybe another time," and on it goes.
They are gambling, and most gam-
blers lose. All the devil wants is for
you to put off your salvation, until
one day you step across that line
and God may never talk to you
again. It is a serious thing to tell God
no when He loves you so much.

Samson returned to Delilah.
How sad! He had three warnings.
There were signs all around him, yet
he returned. Whether you are a sin-
ner, a backslider, or even a Chris-
tian, you need to be careful because
you can get so involved in the thing
that you allow. It does not matter
what it is—riches, pleasure, or any-
thing else—you can get so involved
in what you allow that there is no
going back. You did not mean for it
to end up that way, but the flesh is
too strong and self-will is going to
have its way. All the time the will to
do right becomes weaker and
weaker. By overstepping after many
warnings, God will step back and
say, "All right, you can have your
way." That is a serious thing.

Judges 16:16 says that Delilah
"pressed him daily with her words."
Have you ever wondered how long
this went on? Was it weeks or was it
months? Day after day, Delilah kept
at it, saying: "Samson, how can you
treat me this way? How can you say
you love me when you won't share
your secret? Samson, you know how
much I care for you. You're not
treating me right. These three times
you have tricked me and lied to me.
Samson, please tell me your secret."
Would that not get on your nerves?
She continually pleaded with him:
"Samson, you still haven't told me
your secret. Please tell me, Samson.
Don't tell me you love me if you will
not tell me your secret, Samson." I
dare say that at the end of all of this,
he could hardly stand to hear his
name called.

Samson was so involved that he
could not leave. Young person, if
you go where you should not go, if
you do something that you know
you should not do, and if you  keep
company with people whom you
know you should not associate, your
will is weakening. You may say: "It's
not hurting me. I'm still the same,"
but you do not know that you are
changing. It is taking a toll  on you.
May God help you to say no. 

Judges 16:16 continues, "She
pressed him daily with her words,
and urged him, so that his soul was
vexed unto death." In other words,
he could stand it no longer. It was
then that he told her all his heart.
There is a point where there is no
stopping short. You have gone too
far, and you cannot stop. That is
exactly what Samson did. God stood
back and said: "Samson, if you want
Delilah, you can have her. Since you
want to hold on to your sins, you
can do it. Since you want to follow
after the flesh, help yourself." Sinner
friend, look out when God gives you
over to your desires. This is a pic-
ture of what is taking place in our
world. When man is left to himself,
he continually goes after flesh.

Here is what Samson told
Delilah: "There hath not come a
razor upon mine head; for I have
been a Nazarite unto God from my
mother's womb; if I be shaven, then
my strength will go from me, and I
shall become weak, and be like any
other man." Now, you need to un-
derstand that his strength was not in
his hair. His God-given strength was
based on the condition that he keep
the Nazarite vow, which was not to
cut his hair. The long hair was an
outward sign of his obedience to the
vow. If he had it cut, he would be in
disobedience and he would be cut
off from God and his source of
strength.
Delilah, sensing that he had told
her the truth this time, told the
Philistines: "I am sure that Samson
has told me the truth this time. Be
ready to take him." They gave her
the money, and they hid again. Then
she said: "Come over here, Samson.
You need some rest." She never gave
up, did she? He went to sleep. Slum-
ber can bring spiritual death. While
Samson was in an unconscious state,
unaware of what was going on,
Delilah signaled for the barber to
come and cut off the locks of Sam-
son's hair. (Oh, child of God, how
Satan wants the locks of your obedi-
ence! How he wants the lock of your
strength, of your Bible reading, of
your prayer life, of your good works
for the Lord! He wants to snip your
love and your power with God.)
Then the barber took the knife and
began to totally shave off all of Sam-
son's hair. Samson did not know it.

The Bible says after Samson's
hair was shaved, Delilah began to
torment him. Is that not like Satan?
He is a terrible tormentor. Samson's
strength had left him, but he did not
know it. He was totally unaware
that he had been robbed of his very
special gift. (May God help us to
stay close to God and to be able to
hear His voice. Satan wants to rob
each of us.) Delilah called out, "The
Philistines are upon you, Samson!"
Samson said to himself: "I'll go out
just as I have done other times. I'll
shake myself as I have before. I'll
escape." However, his hair was
gone, and he never did again go out
as before. He felt his head and real-
ized that his hair was gone, and so
was God. Disobedience will make
the strongest man weak; it will ruin
the strongest man.

The Philistines took hold of him.
How they gloated over their prize.
What a picture of the toll that sin
takes on a life. The first thing that
happened (when you disobey God,
sin is immediate) was, the enemy's
men were right there. It was a quick
work. When the devil gets hold of
you, he says, "Gotcha!" The Bible
says the Philistines bore out

[continued on page 26]
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Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we
also are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us, 
16
2 Looking unto Jesus the author
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of
Brother Daniel Webster
God. 
3 For consider him that endured

such contradiction of sinners against
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in
your minds.
Sinning With the Tongue

Many sermons and messages
from this text of Scripture have
taught that this sin is the sin of un-
belief, and I agree with that. Al-
though it includes unbelief, it can
also include other weaknesses in
people's lives. It can be anything
that easily besets an individual and
causes that person to fail and to lose
the presence of God out of his life. I
want to talk to you about a common
weakness that can easily beset folks,
and that is the sin of letting the
tongue get them into trouble. The
reason the tongue can get people
into trouble so easily is that they fail
to pay attention to what they say.

In meditating upon this subject,
I thought about Job. The Bible tells
us that he went through many
problems. He lost everything he
had. He lost everything that he held
dear in this world, yet the Bible says
he did not sin with his lips. He
refused to curse God even when his
wife told him to curse God and die.
Job told her that she spoke as a fool-
ish woman. Then Job said Job 2:10,
"What? shall we receive good at the
hand of God, and shall we not
receive evil? In all this, did not Job
sin with his lips."

The power of the tongue can
easily get one out of order with God,
as well as with others. Good fellow-
ship can be marred very quickly.
Ofttimes the very presence of God
departs when someone lets the
tongue fly off in a way that he ought
not to. David wrote in Psalm 39:1, "I
said, I will take heed to my ways,
that I sin not with my tongue: I will
keep my mouth with a bridle, while
the wicked is before me."

You may say, "I don't under-
stand why my unsaved children
don't want to come to church." One
reason could be that while they
were at home or while the wicked
were before you, you were running
your mouth so much that you were
unable to convince them of the good
things of God.

David said that he refused to sin
with his tongue. He said he would
keep his mouth with a bridle. In
other words, he was going to keep it
under control, especially in front of



the wicked. Certainly this control is
needed in each of our lives. We each
need to watch what we say, because
the devil can use the tongue to cause
us to sin. Proverbs 10:19 states,
"In the multitude of words there
wanteth not sin: but he that refrain-
eth his lips is wise." The more words
you speak, the greater chance there
is of your getting involved in sin.

Learning to Control Your Tongue

Proverbs 17:27-28 reads: "He
that hath knowledge spareth his
words: and a man of understanding
is of an excellent spirit. Even a fool,
when he holdeth his peace, is
counted wise. . . ." We have to learn
to keep the tongue under control
and refrain from saying whatever it
wants to. Once words are spoken,
they can never be taken back. No
matter how many apologies you
make and how much sorrow you
feel, your words cannot be retracted.
If you say a cross word to your
companion, or to a brother or a
sister, or to someone out in the
world, it may never be forgotten.
They may forgive you, but it will
always be in their mind.

No doubt, you have heard about
the old feather pillows. If you were
to stand on a rooftop and rip open a
feather pillow and shake all those
feathers out into the wind, you
could never gather them all back.
That is just the way it is with words.
Once they are spoken, you can never
retrieve them, no matter how hard
you try. Therefore, you need to
really watch what comes out of your
mouth. Solomon said if you learn to
control your tongue, you will be as
a wise man. He said that even a fool
looked wise when he kept his mouth
shut. Solomon also said in Proverbs
13:3, "He that keepeth his mouth
keepeth his life; but he that openeth
wide his lips shall have destruction."
We need to pay attention to these
wise words spoken by Solomon. 

In Proverbs 18:21 we read,
"Death and life are in the power of
the tongue: and they that love it
shall eat the fruit thereof." You have
power in your tongue to give life or
to take away life by the things that
you say. God wants you to edify and
to build up, but you also have the
power to destroy others with the
same tongue. James 1:26 reads, "If
any man among you seem to be
religious, and bridleth not his
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart,
this man's religion is vain." If you
have religion, yet you swear every
now and then or run down your
brother or your sister or gossip, your
religion is vain.

There is something better than
that. Through salvation you can
have the power to rule over your
tongue. The Bible lets us know that
a man cannot rule his own tongue,
but thank God, the Holy Spirit can
give the ability and the power to
rule over the tongue.

Let Your Words Be Few

Proverbs 21:23 says, "Whoso
keepeth his mouth and his tongue
keepeth his soul from troubles." The
words that you speak affect your
soul. In fact, in Matthew 12:34 Jesus
said that "out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh." The
things that you speak come from
your heart, so you have to guard
your heart and guard the things that
you say. A good way to do that is to
make sure your heart stays right
with God.

The Bible says that when you
get saved, you get the Spirit of God,
but you still have a fleshly body.
The body wants to have its own way
from time to time, so there is a
conflict. It is a constant battle with
the flesh warring against that which
you know you ought not to do.
Galatians 5:17 reads, "For the flesh
lusteth against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that
ye cannot do the things that ye
would." You see, just because you
know something, there is no reason
you have to tell it. Some people get
the idea that they have to tell every-
thing they know. God does not want
you to do that. There may be many
things that should never be spoken.
People need to learn that God is

still in control, and He has the abil-
ity to work things out. Many people
want to help God by saying things
that need not be said. Many young
converts have given up on God
because of people's mouths. They
try to impose their beliefs and their
ideas upon them. Instead of letting
the preacher preach the Word and
letting the Holy Spirit work, some
say this or that, and people become
discouraged. I cannot walk in your
light, and you cannot walk in my
light, but we each must walk in the
light that God gives us. Solomon
wrote in Ecclesiastes 5:2, "Be not
rash with thy mouth, and let not
thine heart be hasty to utter any
thing before God: for God is in
heaven, and thou upon earth: there-
fore let thy words be few." The
fewer words you speak, the less
trouble you are going to get into.

Some sins that the tongue can
get you involved in are murmuring,
grumbling, and complaining, just
not being satisfied with what is
going on and voicing your opinion
about it. This is not a new thing.
Even in the days of Moses, the
people murmured against him.
Exodus 15:24 reads, "And the people
murmured against Moses, saying,
What shall we drink?" I am always
amazed when I read this, because
they had been delivered from
Egyptian bondage, walked across
the Red Sea on dry land, and were
in the wilderness, yet they were
complaining about where they were
going to get their next drink of
water.

Because of unbelief, many of
them did not want to go. This New
Testament salvation is only for who-
soever will. God is not going to force
you to be a child of God or to do
what He wants you to do. You must
do it because you love Him.

Murmuring and Complaining

In Moses' day many complained
and murmured among the con-
gregation. Exodus 16:2-3 reads:
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"And the whole congregation of the
children of Israel murmured against
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness:
And the children of Israel said unto
them, Would to God we had died by
the hand of the LORD in the land of
Egypt. . . ." Verse 8 says, "And
Moses said, This shall be, when the
LORD shall give you in the evening
flesh to eat, and in the morning
bread to the full; for that the LORD

heareth your murmurings which ye
murmur against him: and what are
we? your murmurings are not
against us, but against the LORD."

If you murmur against the
pastor, and complain about the
decisions he has made, you are not
murmuring against him but against
the Lord. Your pastor is a man of
God, and God has given him the
authority to make decisions. It is a
great responsibility to be a pastor.
He has many difficult decisions to
make, and the last thing he needs is
to have people murmur and com-
plain about those decisions. He is to
pray and ask God to help him.

If you murmur against the man
of God, you are murmuring against
the Lord, and He is displeased with
that. Numbers 14:27-32 tells us:
"How long shall I bear with this evil
congregation, which murmur
against me? I have heard the
murmurings of the children of
Israel, which they murmur against
me. Say unto them, As truly as I
live, saith the LORD, as ye have spo-
ken in mine ears, so will I do to you:
Your carcases shall fall in this wil-
derness; and all that were numbered
of you, according to your whole
number, from twenty years old and
upward, which have murmured
against me, Doubtless ye shall not
come into the land, concerning
which I sware to make you dwell
therein, save Caleb the son of
Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of
Nun. But your little ones, which ye
said should be a prey, them will I
bring in, and they shall know the
land which ye have despised. But as
for you, your carcases, they shall fall
in this wilderness."

The people murmured against
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Moses and said that their children
were going to die, but God said
those children were the ones who
were going to go into the promised
land and the complainers would die
in the wilderness. Murmuring
against God brought destruction to
their lives. 

David wrote in Psalm 106:24-26:
"Yea, they despised the pleasant
land, they believed not his word:
But murmured in their tents, and
hearkened not unto the voice of the
LORD. Therefore he lifted up his
hand against them, to overthrow
them in the wilderness."

David said they murmured
in their tents and that is where
much of the destruction happens
yet today. Many people get to the
place where they murmur and
complain in their homes around
their children, and the next genera-
tion says, "I don't want this religion."
Therefore, a generation is lost be-
cause people murmur at home
about the preacher. That man on the
wall is a little closer to God than you
are, and he can see a little further
down the road than you can. God
has anointed him to be the pastor, so
you need to heed the message he is
preaching. People must quit mur-
muring in their homes, because if
they do not, their little ones will not
be interested in the things of God.
The Apostle Paul spoke of the Israel-
ites in 1 Corinthians 10:10 where he
wrote, "Neither murmur ye, as some
of them also murmured, and were
destroyed of the destroyer."

Fault Finders and Critics

Jesus taught in the parable of the
laborers in Matthew 20:11-15: "And
when they had received it, they
murmured against the goodman of
the house, Saying, These last have
wrought but one hour, and thou
hast made them equal unto us,
which have borne the burden and
heat of the day. But he answered
one of them, and said, Friend, I do
thee no wrong: didst not thou agree
with me for a penny? Take that
thine is, and go thy way: I will give
unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it
not lawful for me to do what I will
with mine own? Is thine eye evil,
because I am good?"

God does what He wants to
do. Life is not always fair. It never
has been. People today try to tell
you that everything must be fair and
equal, but it is not that way. Those
men had agreed to work for the pay
of a penny. That was all that they
should have been concerned about.
Most murmuring and complaining
are due to someone not getting what
they want or not getting what they
feel they deserve. God wants you to
control that and get to the place
where you do not grumble and
complain about everything that is
going on. People need to quit
complaining because someone else
is getting along a little better than
they are. Many times people mur-
mur when someone is busy for the
Lord. It just seems to work that way.
Someone will come along and
criticize you and say you ought to
have done something a different
way, yet they do nothing. They are
just observers, ones with opinions.

Mark, Chapter 14, tells of a
woman who brought her alabaster
box of precious ointment and
poured the ointment on Jesus. Some
murmured and said in verse 5, "For
it might have been sold for more
than three hundred pence, and have
been given to the poor. And they
murmured against her." Many times
someone who works for God will be
murmured against. Do not allow
that to discourage you, but keep
right on doing what you know to do.
If God lays it on your heart to sing a
song, then sing that song, and do not
be afraid of what someone else
might think. If God lays a testimony
on your heart and it is really from
God, do not be afraid to get up and
give that testimony.

Critics find fault with the choir
director, the song leader, or the one
who is in charge of the service.
Invariably, they often find fault with
the preacher. Murmurers are usu-
ally those who are watching others
and not doing much for the Lord.



Murmuring comes from so-called
religious people around the congre-
gation. 

Luke 5:30 states, "But their
scribes and Pharisees murmured
against his disciples, saying, Why
do ye eat and drink with publicans
and sinners?" Those religious people
found fault with Jesus because He
talked to sinners and publicans,
but He came to save the sinner, and
how could He save a sinner if He
did not talk to him? People may find
fault with you because you try to
make friends and talk to certain
people to bring them to Christ, yet if
you have no conversation with
them, how can you win them? If you
have a burden to speak to someone
about the Lord, then that is what
you need to do.

Luke 19:5 reads, "And when
Jesus came to the place, he looked
up, and saw him, and said unto him,
Zacchaeus, make haste, and come
down; for to day I must abide at thy
house." Zacchaeus came down, and
Jesus spent time with him. Again,
the critics found fault because Jesus
spent time with a sinner. Verse 9
reads, "And Jesus said unto him,
This day is salvation come to this
house." People found fault with
Him; nevertheless, He went on and
did what He needed to do. You
should not allow people's murmur-
ing to discourage you from doing
what God wants you to do.

Philippians 2:14 states, "Do all
things without murmurings and
disputings." This is one sin that can
easily beset people. It is easy to start
voicing your opinion about this and
that, and many negative opinions
sound much like murmuring. You
need to watch this.

Sowing Discord 

Another sin that God despises
greatly is the use of your tongue to
sow discord. God hates the sower
of discord. In fact, he tells us in
Proverbs 6:12-19: "A naughty per-
son, a wicked man, walketh with a
froward mouth. He winketh with
his eyes, he speaketh with his feet,
he teacheth with his fingers; Fro-
wardness is in his heart, he deviseth
mischief continually; he soweth
discord. Therefore shall his calamity
come suddenly; suddenly shall he
be broken without remedy. [God has
very little mercy on one who sows
discord.] These six things doth the
LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomi-
nation unto him: A proud look, a
lying tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood, An heart that devis-
eth wicked imaginations, feet that
be swift in running to mischief, A
false witness that speaketh lies, and
he that soweth discord among breth-
ren." God is definitely against the
sowing of discord. Discord destroys
congregations.

The Apostle Paul warned in
Acts 20:28-30: "Take heed therefore
unto yourselves, and to all the flock,
over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood. For I
know this, that after my departing
shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock.
Also of your own selves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things, to
draw away disciples after them."

Speaking perverse things to
draw disciples after themselves is
sowing discord. You need to avoid
anything like that. If someone comes
to you and tries to sow discord, you
should tell that person you do not
want to hear it. Your desire should
be to see God's church go forward in
greater Truth.

James tells us in James 3:14-18:
"But if ye have bitter envying and
strife in your hearts, glory not, and
lie not against the truth. This wis-
dom descendeth not from above, but
is earthly, sensual [sensual means
fleshly], devilish. For where envying
and strife is, there is confusion and
every evil work. But the wisdom
that is from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be
entreated, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality, and with-
out hypocrisy. And the fruit of
righteousness is sown in peace of
them that make peace."
James said where envying and
strife are, there is confusion and
every evil work. This is how con-
gregations are torn apart and de-
stroyed. All people need to learn to
restrain themselves and let God
direct their speaking, lest they speak
perverse things about the work of
God or against the people of God.
Consider murmuring and grum-
bling even within your own house.
The wife works very hard to get the
meals ready. It takes much effort to
prepare meals. Sometimes she may
think that a meal is going to be
really good, and she puts it on the
table and it is a complete disaster.
Has that ever happened to you? The
husband has one of two choices. He
can say, "Thank you, honey," for the
dinner and do his best to encourage
her or he can grumble and complain
and say, "This is so awful. You re-
ally messed up."

Let me give you an example of
what happened to me a number of
years ago. My wife asked me to go
into the fellowship hall before
church and put a pan of lasagna in
the oven for her. The pan was cov-
ered with aluminum foil, so I put it
in the oven. After church we went
over there expecting the lasagna to
be good and hot, but my wife went
to the refrigerator and said, "I
thought you put the lasagna in the
oven."

I said, "I did." 
She said, "Well, it's still sitting

here in the refrigerator."
So we went over and took the

pan out of the oven, and sure
enough, it was mud pudding! After
it cooled down, it tasted really good,
but it certainly was not what she
had planned. I am glad she was
understanding, and we all had a
good laugh. We did not plan that,
and no one told me how stupid I
was. The point that I am trying to
make is that things do not always
work out the way we plan them, but
we do not need to grumble and
complain. Complaining can cause
discouragement, and it does not
help in any way. So if your wife
works hard to prepare your dinner
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and it turns out to be a flop, just grin
and bear it and tell her you love her
anyway. Perhaps you could take her
out to dinner and treat her to some-
thing.

Sometimes the pastor makes a
decision and it backfires on him. The
congregation has one of two choices:
they can pray for the pastor and ask
the Lord to help him or they can
grumble and complain. I am sure
that every decision a loving pastor
makes is never in any way with the
intent to harm or hurt anyone in the
flock of God. That is not in the heart
of a true pastor. His desire is always
to help the people of God.

We need to learn not to murmur
and complain about decisions that
the pastor makes, even if sometimes
those decisions are failures. There
are going to be times when he is
scrambled in his mind about making
a decision and he really does not
know what to do, so he uses the best
judgment that God has given him,
even if it does not always work out
the way he thought it would. The
people of God should be under-
standing and learn not to murmur
against the pastor, even if something
does go sour with his decision,
because he is still the man of God. If
you do not watch, your mouth will
say things that you will regret later.
Once you say those words, you can
never take them back.

Being a Talebearer

Another thing that people do is
tell tales. People who are talebearers
are always spreading stories
around. They will continue to tell
their tales as long as there is an ear
to listen. That is the way they work.

Proverbs 26:20 says, "Where no
wood is, there the fire goeth out: so
where there is no talebearer the
strife ceaseth." Without wood you
cannot have a fire. If you get rid of
the talebearing, there will be no
strife.

The word "talebearer" is trans-
lated from a Hebrew word which
means "a whisperer." I try to dis-
courage whispering as much as I can
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because, if you walk into a room
and two people are whispering and
all of a sudden they stop their whis-
pering, invariably you will think
they are talking about you. That is
the reason whispering is not a good
thing. If you want to talk, you
should speak loud enough that ev-
eryone can hear you. If you want to
say something private, you should
say it when no one else is around.
Whispering can be very offensive, so
you ought to be careful, lest another
should be discouraged through your
whispering.

Not everyone can hear well, and
sometimes in a whisper, what you
thought you heard may not be what
was said. When you repeat those
whispered words, you can become a
talebearer. When you get rid of the
talebearers, you get rid of the prob-
lems that go with them. Solomon
wrote in Proverbs 26:22, "The words
of a talebearer are as wounds, and
they go down into the innermost
parts of the belly." Talebearing can
injure and hurt people deeply.

Proverbs 16:28 states, "A fro-
ward man soweth strife: and a
whisperer separateth chief friends."
These proverbs are so true, and
there are many more that deal with
the tongue and how it can get you
into so many troubles.

The Slanderer

James 3:6 reads, "And the
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity:
so is the tongue among our mem-
bers, that it defileth the whole body,
and setteth on fire the course of
nature; and it is set on fire of hell."
You need to control your tongue.
The words that come from your
mouth can send yourself and even
other people to hell. Proverbs 22:10
reads, "Cast out the scorner, and
contention shall go out; yea, strife
and reproach shall cease." A scorner
is one who finds fault and is always
complaining. If you get rid of the
scorner, then the contention and
strife will stop and the reproach will
cease. Rather than looking at the
faults of another, you should focus
on their good points.
The human nature has a

tendency to always look at the bad.
For example, you might have a huge
lawn that you have mowed, and it
looks beautiful, but perhaps you
missed a few inches in the middle of
it. People see the beautiful lawn, but
they really notice what you missed.
You may say, "What about the rest
of the yard?"

"Well, you missed a little spot."
That is what people see. It is so

easy to find fault or to notice a
mistake but fail to look for the good
side. You should use your tongue to
build up rather than to tear down. 

First Peter 5:8 admonishes, "Be
sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour." The devil is trying
to devour all souls, and one of the
ways he is working is through the
words that you speak. The devil is a
false accuser and a slanderer. He is
always trying to discourage, and he
will work against you in any way he
can. He will use every opportunity
he can to destroy you. He looks for
your weaknesses, just as any oppo-
nent would look for the weaknesses
of his enemy. The devil is no strang-
er in this battle. He has been at it for
a long time. Most people have a
problem and a struggle to guard
their tongues from saying the things
that might hurt. The devil will use
whatever comes out of your mouth
to twist it in some way to destroy
yourself and others.

In Psalm 101:5 David wrote,
"Whoso privily slandereth his
neighbor, him will I cut off." In other
words, when someone starts to
bring accusations against another,
just cut him or her off. You should
say, "I don't want to hear it." Let me
remind you that the tongue can get
you into a lot of trouble if you let it,
but if you use it right, you can build
up and strengthen the Church of
God in a glorious way. You need to
weigh the words that you speak.
You should use your tongue to
encourage the people of God. Won't
you be obedient to the Lord? May
the Lord bless you.

(Com pact Disc TR-293M)



Psalm 139:19 Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God:
depart from me therefore, ye bloody men.

20 For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine
enemies take thy name in vain.

21 Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am
not I grieved with those that rise up against thee?
Brother Al
22 I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine
enemies.

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and
know my thoughts:

24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me
in the way everlasting.
len Polston
God Has a Plan for You

When God saves us, when we
are born again, He goes on to in-
struct us how to live our lives so that
we can keep the victory. God spe-
cializes in helping individuals over-
come things that, otherwise, they
would not be able to overcome. To
have victory is to conquer or to win.
It means to defeat an enemy or an
antagonist. God can give us victory
over things in our lives against odds
or difficulties. Today many people
are in bondage to the things of this
world. They did not intend to be
entangled by those things, but they
were led about by the devil and
deceptively taken along until they
ended up in a condition that they
could not do too much about in their
own human strength.

Titus 2:11-12 reads: "For the
grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, Teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live so-
berly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world." This is not some-
thing that we ought to do in Heav-
en. It is to be done "in this present
world." This is the way that God
wants us to live. God has a plan for
you today. You have not been for-
gotten by God, and He has not given
up on you. God wants you to live
"soberly, righteously, and godly, in
this present world" every day.

Child of God, God will not ask
something of you that He knows is
impossible for you to do. God would
never require something of you that
He would not provide the means for
you to complete. He will not put
more on you than you can bear. He
will not give you more than you can
handle, but He will make a way and
provide the means to do whatever
He asks of you.

When you learn to refuse that
which is not right, you are doing
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well. You may ask, "What do you
mean by 'learn to refuse'?" Again,
Titus 2:11-12 states: "For the grace
of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, Teaching
us. . . ." When there is a teacher,
there is someone on the other end
doing the learning. God's people are
the ones who are learning. We learn
to refuse that which is not right.

Sometimes we go through
difficult places in this learning
process. However, if we will look at
it as God would have us to, not
allowing anything to slow us down
or hinder us, these places will
become stepping-stones to higher
ground. We will have difficult situa-
tions, troubles, and weaknesses.
God wants those times to be
stepping-stones to help us learn to
refuse that which is ungodly, that
which is of the world.

Some people seem to think they
can play around with that which is
wrong. This is the reason they are
unable to cling to the Lord and keep
an experience of salvation. There is
a saying that if you play with fire,
you will get burned. You should not
play around with the devil. You
ought to stand for Truth and righ-
teousness and refuse the things of
the world. If you mingle with the
world and play around with sin,
you will get into trouble.

Being Examples to Others

Often God's teaching grace
comes your way in the form of
saved and sanctified saints of God,
those who have been walking in this
way. Sometimes God's grace ap-
pears through other individuals.
There are many verses in the Bible
where God brought out the impor-
tance of the older sisters teaching
the younger sisters and the older
brethren being role models and
examples to the younger brethren.
God wants the saints to be teachers.
The grace of God appears through
human instrumentality, teaching
each of us how to live, how to deny
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and
how to live soberly, righteously, and
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godly in this present world.
It is extremely important for us

to live each day as God would have
us to live. We should not take any
vacations from serving the Lord or
take time off from doing the right
thing. We have a lifelong daily duty
to show others, by our actions, what
God expects of our lives.

As Jesus was getting ready to
depart from His disciples, He said in
Matthew 28:18-20: "All power is
given unto me in heaven and in
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world." You can be a teacher by the
help of God. One brother often says,
"With the Lord's help I can do this."
With the Lord's help we can teach
other individuals in the world what
God wants. We can teach others
how to deny ungodliness and
worldly lusts and how to live so-
berly, righteously, and godly in this
present world.

Again, Jesus said, "All power is
given unto me in heaven and in
earth." He will be right there with
you. You can tap into His power to
help you make the right decisions.
We all will be faced with tempta-
tions. James said in James 1:14 that
"every man is tempted." We have a
flesh that we live in, and because of
that, we are going to be tempted;
but by the power of God, we can
resist that which is wrong and yield
to that which is right. We can teach
the world by example how God
wants people to live; that is our
duty.

The life of Jesus Christ was a
light to this world. He gave us a
pattern to base our lives upon. First
Peter 2:21 says, "For even hereunto
were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an exam-
ple, that ye should follow his steps."
Romans 8:29 says, "For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate
to be conformed to the image of his
Son." God has given us an example,
or a pattern, by which we can live
our lives. Jesus said in John 14:9,
"He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father." Natural children take on the
traits and characteristics of their
parents. Likewise, we are to be like
God. We are called to be examples
to others by the way we live. God
reveals to us the life of Christ as an
example so that we can pattern our
lives after Him.

Allowing God to Search You

Our Scripture text is a psalm
written by David. In this Psalm
David said some things that we
want to consider, by the help of
God. David was a type of Christ. He
filled the position of a king and a
priest. David was a man after God's
own heart, but in our Scripture text
we find that David expressed hatred
and disregard for those whom he
counted as enemies and who were
rising against Truth.

In the last two verses, David
made a plea to God when he said:
"Search me, O God, and know my
heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: And see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting." That is a good
prayer yet today. You should ask
God to search you and to take inven-
tory of your life. You need to seek
God earnestly. You do not have to
wait until God allows an accident or
something tragic to happen in your
life. You need to seek the Lord while
He may be found.

Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, "But
seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these
things [all the things that you really
need] shall be added [or given] unto
you." What David said was a good
prayer, but it seems as though there
was somewhat of a contradiction.
First, David mentioned the hatred
that he had, and then we read of his
talking about an examination to see
if there was any wicked way in his
life.

Hatred is mentioned in other
verses of the Bible. In fact, there are
a number of verses in the Book of



Psalms where God expressed,
through the Psalmist, how others
hated Him. He said they hated
Truth and righteousness, and they
were working against Him. I want
you to read a couple of verses in
Proverbs. Proverbs 6:16-19 states:
"These six things doth the LORD

hate: yea, seven are an abomination
unto him: A proud look, a lying
tongue, and hands that shed inno-
cent blood, An heart that deviseth
wicked imaginations, feet that be
swift in running to mischief, A false
witness that speaketh lies, and he
that soweth discord among
brethren."

Psalm 5:1-5 reads: "Give ear to
my words, O LORD, consider my
meditation. Hearken unto the voice
of my cry, my King, and my God:
for unto thee will I pray. My voice
shalt thou hear in the morning, O
LORD; in the morning will I direct
my prayer unto thee, and will look
up. For thou art not a God that hath
pleasure in wickedness: neither
shall evil dwell with thee. The fool-
ish shall not stand in thy sight: thou
hatest all workers of iniquity."

Romans 9:13 says, "As it is
written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau
have I hated." Some people take
these Scriptures to mean that there
are people who have no possibility
of being saved. By these expressions,
some believe that God is saying that
He is completely and utterly dis-
regarding certain individuals, but
Acts 10:34 says that "God is no
respecter of persons."

God does not categorize sin as
being "little sins" or "big sins," but
sometimes people do. If you are not
careful, you will consider some sins
lightly, but sin is sin. God is against
all sin. Sins that some people deem
to be "little" still violate His will. Sin
is still wicked in the sight of God. A
"little" sin, as some would call it,
will keep you out of Heaven just as
much as a "big" sin. God is against
all wrongdoing.

From the very beginning of
time, God made known His dis-
regard for sin. He required the very
best animal in the flock for a sacri-
fice. The people were to give the
very best offering they had. God
made it clear from the very begin-
ning that sin is costly. Sin is some-
thing that God disapproves of. He is
not going to overlook sin in your
life, no matter who you may be.

In the Book of Genesis, we find
the first two children who were
born. When they came to the age of
accountability, they brought offer-
ings before God, and He let them
know that He would not put up
with half-hearted service.

The Chief of Sinners

The Apostle Paul had quite a
pedigree. In 1 Timothy 1:15 he said,
"This is a faithful saying, and wor-
thy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save
sinners; of whom I am chief." Paul
said he was a chief sinner. He con-
sidered himself to be the worst of
sinners, yet he said, "This is a faith-
ful saying, [Aren't you glad for the
faithfulness of God to save and to
deliver?] and worthy of all accepta-
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners." Regardless of
what is going on in your life, will
you accept that? You should accept
that. It would be a starting point.
Paul did not say that Jesus came to
save big sinners or little sinners. He
did not say that Jesus only saves
sinners who have been sinning for
only a few years or who have only
committed certain types of sin. He
said that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners. I am glad that
is the way it is! God saved the Apos-
tle Paul, who called himself a chief
sinner, and He can save you, be-
cause you are somewhere under the
chief of sinners.

The Apostle Paul was quite a
character. He was not just someone
who had done a few worldly things.
Acts 9:1-2 reads: "And Saul, yet
breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples of the
Lord, went unto the high priest, And
desired of him letters to Damascus
to the synagogues, that if he found
any of this way, whether they were
men or women, he might bring
them bound unto Jerusalem."

Paul, who was named Saul
before his conversion, experienced
such a change in his life that they
even changed his name. He was
"breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples of the
Lord." The Bible says that he went to
the high priest and asked for letters
to give him permission to take cap-
tive anyone he found, men or
women, who were serving Jesus
Christ, or professing faith in Him.
Paul was going to take them back to
Jerusalem bound, to deal with them.
It was no wonder that he called
himself the chief sinner.

In the Book of Galatians Paul
reflected back on that which he was
in his past. In Galatians 1:13 he said,
"For ye have heard of my conversa-
tion in time past in the Jews' reli-
gion, how that beyond measure I
persecuted the church of God, and
wasted it." He described the perse-
cution as being "beyond measure."
He could not even measure all the
terrible things that he had done to
the Church of God. If you read his
testimony in Acts, you will find that
Jesus said in Acts 9:4, "Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou me?"

When Paul persecuted the
church, he was persecuting Christ,
because Christ and the church are
one. There is a holy union between
Christ and the church. The church is
the Lamb's wife. Just as a husband
and wife are joined together in mar-
riage and made one, the church and
Jesus Christ are one. 

The Apostle Paul was involved
in all kinds of persecutions against
Christ and His bride. Paul said he
was the chief of sinners. He perse-
cuted the Church of God, and he
was responsible for the murder of
men and women. Then Paul was
converted, and God changed His
wrath to love, and He used Paul in a
mighty way. 

Destroying the Works
of the Devil

In the Bible we find many
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Scriptures where God named out
what He hates. Psalm 97:10 says,
"Ye that love the LORD, hate evil."
Psalm 101:3 reads, "I hate the work
of them that turn aside." Psalm
119:104 tells us, "I hate every false
way." Psalm 119:113 says, "I hate
vain thoughts." Psalm 119:163 states,
"I hate and abhor lying." Then, in
Amos 5:15 we read, "Hate the evil,
and love the good."

No matter how bad an individ-
ual you may be or how deep in sin
you have gone or how long you
have lived in sin, God loves you. If
you are doing things that you know
you should not be doing, things that
go against your conscience, yet you
do them anyway, God does not
approve of those things, but He
loves you. The Bible says that God is
love. He loved you first, and that
should cause you to love Him. My
desire is as the Apostle Paul's was: I
wish that all men would be fully
persuaded and would realize that
God loves them. The very reason
you are living, breathing, and
healthy enough to make it is that
God loves you.

Romans 5:6-8 reads: "For when
we were yet without strength, in
due time Christ died for the un-
godly. For scarcely for a righteous
man will one die: yet peradventure
for a good man some would even
dare to die. But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us."
Again, God is no respecter of per-
sons. He loves the sinner, but He
hates the sin.

In the Old Testament you can
read of the types and examples that
bring us up to the Gospel Day. The
law of God required that when one
was found in certain conditions of
sin, that person was condemned to
death. Many times they would put
the one down in a pit and throw
large stones and rocks at the one in
the pit until those stones caused
death. I can just imagine the one in
the pit trying to dodge those stones,
but eventually being completely
overtaken by the stones.

Sin was dealt with in that way
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in the Old Testament. I thank God
that we have come to the Day of
Jesus Christ. He sends forth the Gos-
pel and lifts us out of the pit of sin.
Instead of killing the sinner, He kills
the sin. That is the reason some peo-
ple get a little uncomfortable when
they come around where the Truth
is going forth. The sin in their lives
is getting hit by the Truth. That is a
little discomforting. However, if
they will let God work, He will
destroy the sin in their lives.

We read in 1 John 3:8b, "For this
purpose the Son of God was mani-
fested, that he might destroy the
works of the devil." God hates the
evil, but He loves the person. God
wants to destroy the sin in your life,
that wrongdoing, that leaning to-
ward the wrong way. God wants to
cleanse you from sin and give you
the power to keep it out of your
heart and life. God loves you, but
He hates the sin in your life.

Letting the Goodness of God
Lead You to Repentance

Matthew 5:43-45 tells us: "Ye
have heard that it hath been said,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and
hate thine enemy. But I say unto
you, Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that
hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute
you; That ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven."
God has the power available to help
you so that you can be like Him.

If God did not love His enemies
and make an opportunity for repen-
tance available, then that would
mean He would be requiring more
of us than He was doing. Jesus was
saying that children are like their
father. They have the traits of their
father. Jesus listed the traits of the
Heavenly Father. He loves His ene-
mies. Even though they are against
Him, even though they have lived in
violation of His will, and even
though they have done things that
He certainly disapproves of, yet He
blesses them with breath, with a
heartbeat, with strength, and with a
mind to think. He blesses them in-
stead of cursing them. Often He
gives to them many years of life,
and He gives them opportunities to
repent.

Some people will not miss a
medical examination, but when the
Word of God is declared, in words,
in songs, in testimonies, or in the
children's services, that is when the
spiritual examination time comes.
We need to have our hearts exam-
ined. Your prayer should be: "Lord,
let me see myself as You see me. I
want You to see if there is anything
in my heart that should not be there.
If there is, I want You to show me
and help me to take care of it." I
want to see myself as God sees me.

God gives us the privilege to
see. First of all, we can see that God
loves us and is very interested in us.
He is concerned about us. Then He
lets us see if there is anything in our
hearts that should not be there. God
does not approve of wrong, and He
will not overlook it. If God were to
let us do wrong and overlook it, He
would have to apologize to all the
generations that were before us.

God requires that we do some-
thing about the wrong. God sent His
only begotten Son because He loves
us so much. He sent His Son into
this world so that He might destroy
the works of the devil in people's
lives. God loves the sinner, but He
abhors the wrong. No matter how
far in sin you have gone or how long
you have been away from God, He
loves you, and He is concerned
about you.

In the Book of Matthew Jesus
instructed the people of God to love
their enemies and to bless those that
cursed them. The first reaction of the
flesh is to take revenge. One brother
said, "If you take revenge, you are
taking something that belongs to
God, because God said, 'Vengeance
is mine.'" Even though an individual
might have gone in the wrong direc-
tion, rather than just marking him
off or pushing him aside, God con-
tinues to love him and do good to
him.

We read in Romans 2:3-4: "And



[G uest Editorial— contin. from  page  2]

who never misses a thing. He sees
every act of kindness and every
mercy shown. He hears the words
of comfort that you offer to the
hurting heart. We are to serve and
give willingly, not expecting to re-
ceive in return or to be seen of men.
Jesus said Matthew 6:1, 3-4: "Take
heed that ye do not your alms be-
fore men, to be seen of them: other-
wise ye have no reward of your
Father which is in heaven. . . . But
when thou doest alms, let not thy
left hand know what thy right hand
doeth: That thine alms may be in
secret; and thy Father which seeth
in secret himself shall reward thee
openly."

There are many ways to give
and to serve our fellowman. One of
the greatest ways to serve others is
to live consistently every day every-
where. We can speak a word of
admonition to the lost and rebuke
the unruly as the Lord directs. We
should share God's love and mercy
Since Chri
time trav

"Jesus saith . .
no man com
with everyone possible. Also, serv-
ing others can be accomplished by
using the gifts and the talents that
God has given to us. Repairing a
brother's or a sister's automobile
can preach the Gospel without ever
saying a word. Visiting and taking
food into the home of a sick person
shows God's love and concern. An
inspired word of comfort to a sad-
dened heart reveals that the Lord is
touched with the feelings of man's
grief. There is a very great need for
giving and serving. Are you doing
all you can? 

To serve others is to serve
Christ. Each individual will be
judged accordingly to his or her
attitude toward others. Some day
all men will be gathered before the
judgment bar of God. Each person
will be judged according to his or
her deeds performed in this life.
God will place those who pleased
Him on His right hand and those
who displeased Him on His left
hand. The faithful will be com-
st is THE WAY, w
eling some OTH

 . I am the way, the truth
eth unto the Father, b
mended for the life of service ren-
dered. Jesus will say to those on His
right hand, "Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation
of the world: For I was an hun-
gered, and ye gave me meat: I was
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was
a stranger, and ye took me in: Na-
ked, and ye clothed me: I was sick,
and ye visited me: I was in prison,
and ye came unto me. Then shall
the righteous answer him, saying,
Lord, when saw we thee an hun-
gered, and fed thee? Or thirsty, and
gave thee drink? . . . And the King
shall answer and say unto them,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have done
it unto me" (Matthew 25:34-37, 40).
Those on His left hand will be con-
demned for refusing to walk as the
Lord commanded and cast from His
presence forever.

Selected
thinkest thou this, O man, that judg-
est them which do such things, and
does the same, that thou shalt es-
cape the judgment of God? Or
despiseth thou the riches of his
goodness and forbearance and long-
suffering; not knowing that the
goodness of God leadeth thee to
repentance?" Friend, God is trying
to lead you by His goodness to you.
God has been so good to allow you
to live. He could take you out of this
life at any time. As I look back at my
life before God saved me, though I
was not of legal age to do certain
things, I did them anyway. God
could have taken my life so many
times. The goodness of God led me
to repentance.

God lets you live so that you
might come to your senses and
repent as the prodigal son did and
say: "I am going to go to my Father's
house. I am going to do what I have
needed to do for a long time."
Romans 12:21 reads, "Be not over-
come of evil, but overcome evil with
good." That is how God works.
Friend, God loves you, but He is still
against sin. He hates sin. As modern
as the world has become and as
advanced as technology has become,
God's Truth has not changed. He
loves individuals, but He still hates
sin. May God bless you.

(Cassette C-5262M)
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[Espec. for young people—continued from p. 15]

Samson's eyes. They put out his eyes.

How painful! Sin can be very painful.

Sin will blind you. When darkness

moves in, light moves out, and it will

be total darkness.

What was the next thing that they

did to him? They "brought him down."

sin always takes one down, down,

down. They took Samson down to

Gaza. The devil says to the one who

has fallen: "You belong to me now.

You're going to live in my territory."

What is the next thing they did? They

bound him with fetters. Sin binds. It

may be fetters of drink or false religion.

It may be fetters of anything, but there

is power in sin, and it will bind you.

Now that Samson was blind, the

Philistines led him to the prison house

to grind. Oh, the souls who are grind-

ing in the prison house of sin today!

Samson went from being a hero to zero.

He went from being the strongest to

being the weakest, from victory to

failure, from liberty to bondage, from

being a free man to being a slave and a

servant of sin. Here was Samson, the

judge over Israel, grinding grain as a

slave. His enemy was now his master,

telling him what to do, and he had to

do it. Oh, this master has no mercy!

The devil does not have an ounce

of mercy. He is a hard task master. Let

us look at the hard labor, the grinding

in the prison house of sin. Satan calls

all the shots. You might be grinding out

a life that is full of the habits of life.

You might be grinding, bound by alco-

hol, bound by cigarettes. Do you think

Satan cares? No, he keeps you grind-

ing. "I've got to have that next drink.

Where are my cigarettes?" some say.

Others say, "Well, I don't smoke and I

don't drink." It does not matter how he

keeps you grinding. 

Satan may keep you grinding as

"Mister Good Works." Without a

change of heart it does not matter how

many good works you have done or

what you do for people; that cannot

save your soul. You must have a born-

again experience with Jesus Christ. You

must have reality inside. Good works

will not do it. If you are a Christian,

you will have good works, but good

works will not get you to Heaven.
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The enemy keeps multitudes

grinding away with their good works

and good deeds. They say: "Hey, I'm

not bad. I pay my bills and give to the

poor."

Then Satan whispers, "You just

keep grinding."

Oh, the grinding of life! Another

thing Satan keeps people grinding at

(and I believe this is one of his favor-

ites) is false religion. Satan has

multitudes grinding after false doc-

trines, a false life, grinding out the lies

of Satan. They say: "You don't have to

do this. You can cut a corner here. That

doesn't matter. Throw away the stan-

dard. You're as good as anyone else,

and we're all going to Heaven."

The devil wants to keep people

grinding out false doctrine. I want you

to take note. Satan holds you captive

grinding, and he will never release you

on his own. He will not do anything to

help you. He will never loose the

chains that hold you fast. He will never

open the prison door and let you go

free. He wants to keep you grinding,

blinded and chained. That is the reason

when God knocks on your heart's door,

Satan says: "Put it off until next week.

Put it off until next Sunday. Don't go to

church today. Don't you dare give your

heart to God today."

Satan keeps you grinding, and it is

his desire to keep you putting off your

salvation until the day of your death.

Then what happens? You will fall into

hell to dwell forever, and Satan says:

"Gotcha forever! I surely had you

fooled." He will mock you in hell. He

will make fun of you, not to mention

the torments of hell. Thank God, it does

not have to be that way. Jesus Christ is

the only hope. He is the only one who

can open the prison house and break

the bondage of sin. He is the only one

who can bring deliverance. Satan is out

to damn each of us. Grinding for the

devil is the consequence of sin. It is sad

to see someone who has loved God and

has done great things for Him fall, for

whatever reason, and be grinding in

the prison house of sin. The Bible says

that "The way of the transgressor is

hard," and indeed it is.

Only the Lord knows how many

weeks or months Samson spent grind-
ing. By reading Judges 16:21, we know

that he certainly had much time to

think. He probably thought: "What

have I done? Oh, if I could only go back

and relive my life [but he could not], I

would have done differently. If only I

had not done that. Why did I do it?

Now my gift is gone." What a wasted

life! Sin is such a waster, but what is

done is done. Samson could not undo

it. I do not believe that he realized the

value of what he had until he lost it.

How sad! No doubt, he felt remorse

and grief. More than likely, he even felt

some heartfelt, godly sorrow. Perhaps

he prayed: "God, I don't have much to

give You. O God, I'm so sorry that I

failed You. I know that I don't deserve

it, but is there any forgiveness for me?

Will you forgive me?" He did some

repenting. The Bible does not tell us his

thoughts, but verse 22 states that "the

hair of his head began to grow." One

writer put it this way: "His hair grew

together with his repentance, and his

strength with his hair."

While Samson was grinding, the

Philistines had a big feast. They had a

feast honoring Dagon, their false god.

No doubt they said: "Dagon, look what

you have done for us. You have helped

us capture Samson. We worship you."

This is a portrayal of how sin dishonors

God and gives the enemy room to boast

and rejoice in their false religion. Verse

25 reads, "And it came to pass, when

their hearts were merry, they said, call

for Samson, that he may make us sport.

And they called for Samson out of the

prison house; and he made them sport:

and they set him between the pillars."

Samson was brought to the feast,

and they made him entertain them.

They made him perform for them at

their feast. Can you imagine how

humiliating that was to Samson? Sin

will humiliate you. Sin will make a fool

of you. They mocked him, made fun

of him, and insulted him. How the

devil rejoices when a soul has fallen,

and the devil's crowd has their fun. Sin

will take your self-respect and your

good character.

After the Philistines made sport of

Samson, they took him to the temple

and led him to the pillars. Samson

asked a lad, "Let me feel the pillars that



support this temple." The temple was

full of men and women. Verse 27 says

three thousand men and women were

on the roof alone. They called on their

god, and Samson called on his God.

 In verse 28 Samson prayed, "O

Lord GOD, remember me [how we need

God to remember us], I pray thee, and

strengthen me, I pray thee, only this

once, O God, that I may be at once

avenged of the Philistines for my two

eyes." Samson took hold of the pillars

and cried out, "Let me die with the

Philistines" (verse 30). He bowed him-

self down with all his might. God heard

that prayer and moved on him once

more with supernatural strength and

enabled him to bring down that temple.

Samson totally destroyed the temple

and all the people within, and he died

also. The latter part of verse 30 states,

"So the dead which he slew at his death

were more than they which he slew in

his life."
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Samson went to an early grave

because of sin. Young person, sin will

cut you off in the prime of life. Sin will

take you to an early grave. Yes, God

was gracious and forgave Samson.

Hebrews 11:32 lets us know that, but

his life's story could have been so much

different. He had a unique gift, and

God used him mightily. Samson and

God—what a team they could have

been. How different it might have been

had Samson ruled over self. When self

is not under the control of the Spirit of

God, it is out of control. Samson was a

victim of self-indulgence, self-will, and

self-confidence: "I want it; it pleases me.

I'm going to have it. I can handle it."

What did self bring about? Human

misery, bondage, darkness, and humili-

ation. The flesh, or self, left unchecked,

always produces a sad ending.

Samson was forgiven, but sin

leaves scars. That is the reason Ecclesi-

astes 12:1 states, "Remember now thy
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Creator in the days of thy youth." God

restored Samson's strength once more,

but notice that He did not restore Sam-

son's eyesight. May God help you to

take this story as a warning. We must

be careful not to trifle with sin, not to

play fast and loose. Just as Samson had

a precious gift, each of us has a

precious gift. Samson had a special

strength, and we have the precious gift

of salvation. Do you know how pre-

cious it really is? Do you guard it? Are

you careful enough? Satan wants your

gift. May God help you to be careful, to

be watchful, to be prayerful, to be alert,

to be on the job, and to be faithful. You

might not have the strength of Samson,

but what are you doing with what God

has given you? You need to use it to

His glory.

Sister Karen Wilks
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