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Workers Too Numerous to Mention

T H E C H U R C H O F G O D B E LIE V E S IN :
A personal God (John 4:24)
A divine Christ (John 1:1, 14)
An infallibly inspired Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
Salvation from sin (Matt. 1:21)
The new birth (John 3:3, 5-7
A holy life (Luke 1:73-75; Titus 2:12)
Sanctification (1 Thess. 5:23)
Unity of God's people (John 17:21, Eph. 4)
Divine, physical healing (James 5:14-16)
The ordinances (Matt. 28:19-20; John 13;
1 Cor. 11:23, 34)
Eternal life (Matt. 25:46; Mark 9:43)
The Trinity (1 John 5:7, 8)

S O M E S P IR IT U A L F A C T S
P E R T A IN IN G T O T H E C H U R C H
Jesus organized it (Matt. 16:18)
On a good foundation (Eph. 2:20; I Cor. 3:11)
Christ governs it (Eph. 1:22-23; Isa. 9:6)
God admits members (I Cor. 12:13-18)
Sin puts you out of it (Rom. 11:22; Ex. 32:33)
The saved only are members (John 15:2-6)
Membership is offered to all (Rev. 22:17)
Final rewards (Rev. 20:12-15; 21:3-4; 22:14)
Bible name of the Church (Acts 20:28;
Gal. 1:13; John 17:11)
We reserve the right to edit and/or decline any material
for any reason. Not responsible for unsolicited articles or
items.
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John 3:19-21
THE CONDEMNED HEART
Many people have heard it
said, "Condemnation is the worst
nation a person can live in." To
be condemned is to be accused
of wrong (sin) and to be found
guilty of crimes that you have
committed, and you must be
required to make recompense.
Men and women in this situation
often refuse to own their true
sinful condition and, therefore, go
through life trying to cover it.
This may work for a while, but
in time, as stated in Numbers
32:23, "your sin will find you out."
If you fail to acknowledge and
repent of sin in this lifetime, then
you will certainly face it when
you reach the judgment bar of
God. It would be so much better
to deal with sin and wrong now
while there is yet time for you to
be forgiven. When an individual
arrives at the Judgment, there
will be no time to ask for forgiveness then. You will not be able to
say "I'm sorry." How awful it will
be to hear the words, "Depart
from Me into outer darkness for
ever and ever."
There is another danger in
overriding condemnation, which
is sent to reprove. That danger is
trying to smooth it over by going
on as if nothing is wrong, pretending that you are not guilty.
There is the possibility of your
conscience becoming seared to the
point that you become past
feeling.
Great multitudes live with a
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heart that continuously condemns
them because they love sin and
darkness more than they love
God's way. Their refusal to come
to the light reflects the fact that
the deeds of their lives are evil.
Also, they allow their foolish pride
to hinder them from doing what
they know they ought to do. Pride
is the terrible tyrant that causes
men and women to lose their souls
eternally. In Isaiah 5:18 we read,
"Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin
as it were with a cart rope." In
simple terms, pride (vanity) is like
a cart rope that will drag men's
and women's sins behind them to
the Judgment.
Oftentimes those who live with
a heart that is always condemning
them will attempt to live right in
their own strength day after day.
They put on a good front, trying
to act happy as if all is well. To
look at them, one would not suspect that they have anything
wrong and covered up in their
lives. Sin is so deceitful and
damning, but God is faithful. Living with the thought of doing
wrong, sinning against God and
against society, will trouble the
mind. It will eat away at the conscience and in time will appear
openly to all. It is as the Psalmist
David stated in Psalm 51:3, which
states, "My sin is ever before me."
Knowing that you have grieved
God brings torment to the soul
[ c o n t in u e d o n p a g e 2 0 ]
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Brother Roger L. Decker
God's Word Is True
for All Generations
As I thought about Father's Day,
I read some statistics that revealed
startling facts given by six hundred
teenagers in a New England prison.
They were asked these questions
while they were there. They found
that six out of ten of those teenagers
had fathers who drank excessively,
and many of them had mothers who
did the same. Three out of four were
permitted by parents to come and
go as they pleased; there was no
parental oversight. Seven out of ten
had homes where no group or family activities were enjoyed, and none
of their homes had a family altar.
They did not attend Sunday school
or worship services.
Many years ago in a meeting in

the state of Illinois, a man by the
name of Gypsy Smith was to be the
guest speaker. When the moment
arrived for him to speak, he lifted
his well-worn Bible and said this:
"How many of you men can recall a
saintly mother and father who loved
this Book, read it, lived it, and instilled it into your hearts?" Most of
the men there, with tears in their
eyes, raised their hands in agreement. Then Gypsy Smith asked the
audience this question: "With all the
godly influence that you had, how
many of you are also living so that
your children will remember you for
your faithfulness to the same Book?"
Sadly, not one hand was raised. This
is where the letdown is today, in
living the well-worn Word of God.
Many mothers and fathers are not
receiving their instructions from

God. God has instructions in His
Word to help parents to be the right
kind of parents.
Ephesians 6:1-3 says: "Children,
obey your parents in the Lord: for
this is right. Honour thy father and
mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) That it
may be well with thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth." Father's Day is a day that has been set
aside by the world to honor fathers.
We also would like to pay tribute to
them, because we believe they are
worthy.
The world has its opinion of
what a good father is, but God has
the truth concerning what a good
father is. Only one of these should
we take seriously, and that is what
God says about this important position. The world's opinion concerning
3

a father will vary, but God's Word is
true for all generations. The world
feels that if you do certain things,
then you are said to be a good
father. The world's opinion is that a
good father provides for the family,
has a good job, possesses lots of
material goods, is a church member,
takes the children to Sunday school,
is involved in social and religious
activities, and makes sure the children have the opportunity to be
involved in sports.
These things are fine attributes;
however, the one thing that the
world does not mention, which
stands head and shoulders above
all the others, is that all fathers need
to be born again. You can do all
the things the world praises you
for, but if you are not saved, your
family has no foundation for future
generations.
God is not pleased with every
father. The word father in the Greek
means "a nourisher, a protector,
and an upholder." The Hebrew
father was known for respect, reverence, and affection. He was considered to be the head of the family.
A father who pleases God loves
his family, but he loves God even
more. A father cannot truly love
his family as he ought unless he first
loves God supremely. God must be
first in his life. He loves God
supremely, and he shows his
love to God through obedience. He
is concerned that his family obeys
God as well. He shows his children
how to worship their Heavenly
Father.
A godly father takes his children
to Sunday school. He does not merely put his children on a church bus
and send them to Sunday school. By
example, he instills in their lives as
young children the necessity of going to the house of God. He makes
sure they are not late but that they
are prompt in getting to the house of
God. His children can say that their
father really loves God because God
is first in his life. The children know
whether or not their parents love
God supremely.
4

Seek First the Kingdom of God
The Bible says in Matthew 6:33,
"But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto
you." What things was Jesus talking
about? If you read through that
chapter, you will find that He had
been talking about the things that
the Gentile, or the heathen, seeks.
Everything that the Gentile sought
was really a need: eating, drinking,
and wearing apparel. Those things
are needful. In verse 32 Jesus said,
". . . your heavenly Father knoweth
that ye have need of all these
things."
What is wrong with seeking
these things? Jesus was dealing with
worrying, being anxious, and not
having confidence that God can take
care of you. In other words, you
should not seek those things to the
degree that you leave God out of
your life. Many people are seeking
material things, and in their seeking
they are just as the people were in
the days of Noah: they fail to put
God first in their lives. Dear one, if
you put God first in your life, God
will help you with each of these
things: what you eat, what you
drink, what you put on, and where
you live. God will help you to attain
every one of them, because these are
needs. However, when you put
these things ahead of serving God,
you will be overcome with them to
the place where you will leave God
out of your life completely.
Let me digress for just a
moment. Jesus revealed to us how to
defeat worry. The key is to seek first,
or to concentrate upon first, the
Kingdom of God. Being in the kingdom and doing the will of God are
the same. Matthew 6:10 tells us,
"Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven." To
concentrate on the doing and the
accepting of God's will is a way to
defeat worry. It was Jesus' conviction that worry is banished when
God becomes the dominating power
of our lives.
In Matthew 6:34 Jesus let us

know that worry can be defeated
when we learn the art of living one
day at a time; that is all we are going to get: one hour, one minute, one
moment at a time. All we know for
sure is that we are breathing right
now. We do not know about tomorrow, or even another moment. We
should handle the demands of each
day as it comes without worrying
about the unknown future and the
things that may never happen.
Verse 34 states, "Take therefore no
thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things
of itself. Sufficient unto the day is
the evil thereof."
James explained in James
4:11-14: "Speak not evil one of
another, brethren. He that speaketh
evil of his brother, and judgeth his
brother, speaketh evil of the law,
and judgeth the law: but if thou
judge the law, thou art not a doer of
the law, but a judge. There is one
lawgiver, who is able to save and to
destroy: who art thou that judgest
another? Go to now, ye that say, To
day or to morrow we will go into
such a city, and continue there a
year, and buy and sell, and get gain:
Whereas ye know not what shall be
on the morrow. For what is your
life? It- is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and then
vanishe-th away."
Often I have thought of that
Scripture as I have driven near a
local plant and looked at the smokestacks and watched the smoke vanish as it goes up into the air. That
was the comparison that James
wrote about. He went on to say in
verse 15, "For that ye ought to say, If
the Lord will, we shall live, and do
this, or that."
If the Lord wills, you will see the
light of another day. If the Lord
wills, you will make it through the
day without winding up in the Intensive Care Unit of a hospital. If the
Lord wills, you will do this and do
that. Again, I want to repeat, all you
know about, in reality, is this particular moment. Often we make plans
to do this and that, and there is
nothing wrong with planning. We

make plans for vacations, for retirement, for building, and for visitation. If the Lord wills, we can carry
out those plans. Man makes many
plans, but not too many people are
serious about making plans for eternity. You can know one thing above
everything else, and that is the fact
that you are heading for eternity.
A Leader in the Home
and in Worship
Many fathers are selfish and do
not deserve a family; they do not
deserve a wife and children. Why is
that? All they think about is doing
their own thing. They could not care
less if their children attend the worship services and learn about God.
All they care about is pleasing themselves, but thank God, not all fathers
are that way.
Sin is the effect of selfishness;
the drinking, the fighting, the yelling, and the door slamming are all
the results of selfishness. Some men
treat the wife like a slave or a doormat. Husband, the wife is not your
slave; she is your helpmeet. When it
comes to serving God, she is on
equal ground and has rights just as
you have rights. The wife is the
weaker vessel. In most cases, a man
is bigger, stronger, and more muscular. Normally, the wife is the weaker
vessel, and she should be treated as
such.
Some fathers always want their
own way, and they act like a little
baby and pout when they do not get
their own way. God wants a man to
be a real man, not a sissy who has to
have his own way all the time. A
father should be a leader in the
home and a leader in worship. He
should instill in the family the mode
of worship. He should insist that
worship is carried out and not just
leave it to the wife.
I want you to look at Abraham's
character and consider his example.
Abraham was one who truly loved
God. He prayed for his family, and
he was very careful to teach and to
rule them. Read what God had to
say about Abraham when the Lord

was getting ready to destroy the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. In
Genesis 18:19 God said, "For I know
him, that he will command his children and his household after him,
and they shall keep the way of the
LORD, to do justice and judgment;
that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of
him." Abraham was conscious of
family duty. He did not fill their
heads with matters of doubtful
dispute, but he taught them to be
serious, to be devout in their worship of God, and to be honest in
their dealings with all men.
How little care is taken by many
fathers of families to build a foundation of truth in things pertaining to
the Kingdom of God! Today many
fathers are more concerned that
their children are good athletes than
good Christians. You can see this
more and more. As long as their
children excel in sports and they
read their children's names in the
sports section of the newspaper
occasionally, that seems to be the
main thing that matters to them.
Some fathers even allow their
children to miss going to the house
of God to play sports. They please
their children by doing that, but
they are not pleasing God. That is
not seeking first the kingdom, and
the children are not being taught to
seek first the Kingdom of God. They
are going to grow up thinking that it
makes no difference if they want to
skip the worship services for worldly events. Then when they are older,
they will miss services to attend
amusement parks, sports events,
and social events and yet think they
are doing right.
Leading by Example
A father should teach his
children not just by what he says,
but by godly example. He needs to
instill in his children's minds that
serving God is most important in
their lives. He must teach them by
example and by getting out of the
bed on Sunday morning. Children
will not always want to get up on

Sunday morning. In fact, parents
will not always want to get up on
Sunday morning. He needs to instill
in their minds that they need to get
up, get ready for church, and get to
the house of God on time. He should
not allow his children to choose
what they are going to do.
I am glad that I instilled those
things in my own children's lives.
We went to church, and it was not a
matter of choice for them. When
Sunday morning arrived or when
we had revivals, my children knew
where they were going to be. They
knew that during those times they
were not going to attend a baseball
game or a basketball game. They
knew they were going to be in the
house of God. What is wrong with
our nation? People are not seeking
first the kingdom. They are seeking
everything but the kingdom.
You may say, "Well, my child is
really good at football." Have you
considered how quickly your child
could go into eternity? Your child
could go into eternity and not even
know how to pray because you
failed to instill righteous principles
in his heart. A father should lead by
example. When it is time to go to the
house of God, his children's attendance is not optional. In our home
there was no debate or argument
about attending church services. The
children got ready, got in the car,
and we went to the house of God.
On Saturday nights we went to bed
at a decent hour so that we could get
up on Sunday morning and be our
best at the house of God.
A godly father will not stay
up Saturday night so late that he
cannot even get out of bed on Sunday morning. He is a leader
in worship. A godly leader will be
up and about and say, "Let's get
ready and get going." Sometimes
children may need to be prodded
a little and pulled out of bed. They
will not always want to get out
of bed on their own. God said
Abraham commanded his children,
which means he directed them with
authority. When I worked at Rockwell, my boss was a manufacturing
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manager, and in his office he had a
sign on the wall that read, "Lead By
Example." Oh, how needful it is for
fathers to lead by example!
Telling of the Great
Happenings of the Past
Psalm 44:1 says, "We have heard
with our ears, O God, our fathers
have told us, what work thou didst
in their days, in the times of old."
What did the psalmist mean when
he said, "We have heard with our
ears"? He was saying they had
heard the wonderful works of God.
In other words, they had heard how
God worked. It was handed down
by tradition through the family.
What were the wonderful works
of God that they heard about? They
heard how He healed and how
He brought deliverance, and they
passed that down from generation
to generation, from child to child. As
little children grew up, they heard
about the wonderful works of God.
Their fathers told them how God
had worked in their midst, how
great a work was accomplished, and
how God delivered them from
Egyptian bondage and brought
them into the land of Canaan.
Today our children need to hear
what God has done. They need to
hear how God delivered a father
who was going the wrong way, how
God delivered him from sin and
brought him into an experience with
God, and then they need to see how
he is serving God steadfastly. They
need to see fathers who have God
foremost in their lives, fathers who
are putting God first in all things: in
business dealings, in raising a
family, and in worship.
Too many fathers are selfish,
seeking only what they can get out
of life. They forget the little ones.
They have the attitude, "They can
make it like I made it." Well, with
that attitude you are not making it
too well. God places a great responsibility on fathers. Child of God,
when you talk to your Heavenly
Father, you want help from Him.
You want Him to answer your
6

prayers. Likewise, God wants earthly fathers to be there for their children when they call out and need
direction, comfort, and strength. A
child should be able to turn to his
earthly father for help. His earthly
father can talk to his Heavenly Father and get the help that is needed.
We can look at what God has
done in former ages. Surely there
were trials and difficult times, but
the foundation has been laid by
earthly fathers who put their Heavenly Father first. To continue to
build on that foundation, we must
do the same. God wants us to tell
our children about the great
happenings of the past.
Leaving a Godly Inheritance
for Your Children
Children need to hear their
fathers pray, and they should be
able to go to their fathers for prayer.
Not many families gather around a
table anymore, because everyone is
doing his or her own thing. There
used to be a time when families
gathered around the table. They
would take time for discussion and
prayer and eat their meals together.
A father should be on praying
ground with the Lord. He should be
able to pray with his children, pray
for his wife, pray for himself, and
pray for his grandchildren. He
should be able to get hold of God.
When you leave this world,
what inheritance are you going to
leave your children? Will it merely
be certificates of deposit for them to
fight over? Is that what you think of
as an inheritance? Will you leave
them property, houses, and furniture or will you leave them a
spiritual remembrance?
Nothing is wrong with earthly
wealth being left to children; that is
not what I am trying to emphasize.
If you have attained wealth in this
life and you want to leave it to your
children, that is your business. However, wealth will not be the foundation that they need to get to Heaven.
They must have something greater
than that. They need to have a spiri-

tual remembrance of how Dad used
to live, what Dad would do in
particular instances, how Dad took
them to church every Sunday, how
Dad would frown if they missed a
service at all, how they attended
revivals and camp meetings. They
should be able to say, "I am so glad
that Dad kept a tight rein and did
not allow us to do this and that."
Those are the things that your
children need to remember.
All some people think about is
leaving their children monetary
gain. You may say, "Well, my children will be well taken care of."
Friend, if your children are not
serving God, they might have a lot
of finances to help them to keep on
not serving God. Wealth cannot get
your children and grandchildren to
Heaven. They should be able to
remember Dad for something besides money. They should be able to
remember how Dad laid the foundation in the home by putting God
first. They should be able to remember a father whom they could call on
to pray, a father who was there for
them when they were in trouble.
Those are the things they need to be
able to remember. When they need
direction, they should be able to go
to Dad and get godly advice that is
based on that which is right. Godly
principles need to be passed down
from generation to generation.
Are You Influencing Your
Children for Good or Evil?
A father can influence his
children to live the same way he
does, either for good or for evil. You
can read in the Word of God about
some kings that came into power
because their fathers before them
were kings. Many of them did evil,
and you can read that they walked
in the ways of an evil father or an
evil mother. Occasionally one would
come along who walked in the ways
of his father, who did that which
was right in the sight of God.
God is looking down upon
every father. As God looks upon
you, is He first in your heart today?

God knows the truth. If He is not in
first place in your heart, He can be,
and He wants to be. You will never
be successful as a parent until you
seek first the Kingdom of God. God
loves to take care of you. He loves to
take care of families. It is amazing
how God always comes through for
you when you put Him first.
As a father, you should also
teach your children to tithe, as little
children. You ought to teach them
that 10 percent of all the money they
get should be tithed. If a child gets a
dollar, ten cents ought to be tithed.
The reason that is not being taught
today is that many fathers have a

hard time tithing. Always keep this
in mind: if you do not tithe, you are
robbing God, because the tithe is the
Lord's; it is not yours.
When I first got saved, I did not
know how much to give in the offering plate. I thought I was doing
really well to put a dollar in, and I
did that. I thought I was doing extra
well when I gave a five-dollar bill in
the offering plate. Then I heard the
message on tithing, and I have been
tithing ever since. We taught our
children to do the same.
All fathers have a great responsibility, and it seems that the
responsibility does not end when

the children leave home and get a
family of their own and you have
grandchildren, and then if they live
long enough, great-grandchildren. A
great responsibility rests upon
fathers to lead by example.
If you have a need, won't you
seek our Heavenly Father? God
knows the true desire that is within
your heart, and He knows whether
or not He is first in your life or
whether self is first. He is ready to
meet your every need.
(Com pact D isc TR-089M )

Missions
An old gentleman, living in a quiet eastern village had a visit (the first in many years)
from his son, a prosperous storekeeper in western Canada. On Sunday this father and
son went to church where they listened to a sermon on Christian missions. Throughout the
service, the old gentleman was restless.
"I'm sorry," he said, as they left the church, "that I brought you here today. I'm sorry that
you listened to that sermon. I don't believe in missions. They're a stupid waste of men and
money."
The young man made no reply at the time, but when he reached home, he asked his
father and mother to let him tell a little story.
"A few years ago," he began, "a young man left his father's farm to seek his fortune in
the Canadian West. He got into bad company, and one day he was left by the roadside
drunk and unconscious.
"At that place, living in a little shack, there was a young man who had been sent out by
a missionary society. He was brave. He loved the souls of men and sought them in the
spirit of his Divine Master. He found the drunken fellow, who had been left by his
companions to die from alcohol exposure, and carried him to his shack, placed him on his
own bed, and worked over him until he brought him back to consciousness. Then after he
had fed him, he remonstrated with him for wasting his life, and prayed earnestly with him
that he might repent.
"The young man confessed his sins and sought pardon. His after life proved the
genuineness of his conversion. He has become an honored and respected citizen, and
as the world goes, a prosperous man. He is an officer in his church, and in order to add
to the comfort of his aged parents, he sends them gladly five hundred dollars a year.
"Father and Mother, I am that man, and I tremble to think what I should have been but
for that faithful missionary."
Selected
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Brother E. David Stegmeier
The Christian Parent's First
Field of Labor
As a Christian parent, you must
fortify your children against the
worldly philosophies permeating
our land. In Romans 15:4 Paul said,
"For whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might
have hope." We can learn many
lessons from the Old Testament.
Not many years ago a man who
visited our congregation bristled
every time I referenced the Old
Testament. He said, "The Old Testament Books are antiquated! We
shouldn't be using them today."
Well, the Apostle Paul let us know
that those things were written aforetime so that we can learn from those
writings.
In Deuteronomy 6:7 Moses said,
"And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children. . . ." What
are you to teach your children? You
must diligently teach them God's
commandments, His statutes, and
His judgments. Church of God, your
first field of labor is your home. The
best way to teach your children is by
8

example. Many, many years ago
when Gypsy Smith was preaching,
a dear young mother went up to
him and told him that she felt called
to go to a foreign country to labor as
a missionary. Gypsy Smith said,
"Well, sister, how many children do
you have?"
She said, "I have five children."
He said, "Go home; your field of
labor is in your home." Sometimes
parents need a little help in knowing where their place is.
I want to be an example. I have
four boys and three girls, but I claim
many young men in my congregation as my sons, and they look to me
as a spiritual father. Some do not
have Christian fathers, and others
do not even have fathers. We, as
God's people, need to be fathers and
mothers to those in need. We need
to take them under our wing, so to
speak, and disciple them. Some of
you older saints can take them under your wing and spend time with
them and teach them.
My second son invited a Roman
Catholic man to church, and he and
his wife came and were gloriously
saved. The first thing she said to my
daughter-in-law was, "Let's go to the

Goodwill store. I need to do some
shopping." She had been watching
the church, and she said, "I need to
start dressing differently."
As saints of God, we should be
disciples, disciplining others in the
glorious Truth that we enjoy. Paul
said to walk worthy of the vocation
to which you are called. There is no
higher vocation than that to which
we have been called.
Father, mother, when you go
to church and sing hymns, you
should sing them with gusto! It
bothers me when people do not pick
up a hymnal and sing. The Church
of God is blessed with the finest
hymns in the world. Church of God
people love to sing. Moses was
telling the parents that the home is
primarily responsible for teaching
the basic principles of godly living.
The two most important institutions
in the world are the home and the
church, and one is to assist the other.
Church, we should not criticize one
another, but we ought to work
together and pray for one another.
Let us not pick one another apart!
We each are different, but we each
are striving to do our very best for
God.

The Childhood Years
Are Formative Years
Someone once said: "Your home
is your classroom. What are you
teaching?" Father, what are you
teaching your children by the way
you are treating your wife? Sometimes the husband is not as sweet
and kind to the wife as he could be.
The Bible lets the husband know
that the effectiveness of his prayers
are contingent upon how he treats
his wife. Have you ever read that? It
is found in 1 Peter 3:7.
Spiritual training is often the
most neglected training. It is relegated to some time before bed or for
a few minutes before the children go
to school, but it should be prime
time. In 2 Timothy 1:5 Paul commended Timothy for his unfeigned
faith. The word unfeigned means
"genuine, sincere; not hypocritical."
Paul said Timothy's faith went back
to his grandmother Lois and his
mother Eunice. Paul viewed the
home as the primary transmitter of
good and evil.
Our children are vulnerable,
impressionable, and susceptible,
and they are at risk. They are being
exposed to many false teachings. We
need to fill their minds with the
Truth. Paul said to the Ephesians in
Ephesians 4:14, "That we henceforth
be no more children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive." Children can be deceived if they are not
taught right.
Many children are taught the
theory of evolution in school. The
devil is behind that theory. I taught
my children the Truth. There are
many godless teachings permeating
our educational system. Our children need to be exposed to the
Truth, and they need to know the
Truth. Sometimes children lack
knowledge and understanding.
They are weaker in the faith than we
are. Therefore, we need to fortify
them against these evil teachings.
Ungodly educators would like to fill

their minds with ungodly ideas and
principles and teachings, so you
must teach your children what is
right and show them by example
that you love the Truth and live the
Truth.
Hosea said in Hosea 4:6, "My
people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge." Children can be hurt,
damaged, and destroyed because
they lack the understanding that
they need. When I preach, I tell the
children, "If you can read, when the
church service starts, you ought to
get a Bible." If your children can
read, they should have a Bible.
When the pastor is preaching, he
should have their undivided attention. They need to be taught the
Truth. They need to know why the
Church of God is the only church,
the only one of her mother (Song of
Solomon 6:9). Jesus is not a polygamist; He has only one bride. Your
children need to know why we have
the privilege of living without sin.
The Results of Being
Too Permissive
The Prophet Eli was a passive
father. Eli's two sons, Hophni and
Phinehas, were lying with women
right around the house of God. That
was the most despicable, evil, ungodly behavior. Eli knew of what
they were doing, but he probably
did nothing more than slap their
hands. I repeat, Eli was too passive.
What does that mean? He was too
easy going and too permissive.
When I look back on my school
days, the teachers that I respect the
most are those who were the strictest. In 1 Samuel 3:13-14 God said:
"For I have told him [God was
speaking to a child, Samuel] that I
will judge his house for ever for the
iniquity which he knoweth; because
his sons made themselves vile, and
he restrained them not. And therefore I have sworn unto the house of
Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house
shall not be purged with sacrifice
nor offering for ever."
Ecclesiastes 8:11 states, "Because
sentence against an evil work is not

executed speedily, therefore the
heart of the sons of men is fully set
in them to do evil." First Samuel 2:29
says, "Wherefore kick ye at my
sacrifice and at mine offering, which
I have commanded in my habitation; and honourest thy sons above
me." If you do not restrain your sons
and your daughters, in essence, you
are honoring them more than you
are honoring God. You ought to
bring them under the authority of
God. God must come first. If you fail
to do God's will because of your
children, you are honoring your
children more than you are
honoring God.
Some parents will not do certain
things because their children do not
want them to. I never conferred with
my children as to what I felt was the
will of God for our lives; I conferred
with God. Some parents say,
"Johnny doesn't want to come to
church, so I let him stay home."
What about when it comes to going
to school? Do you say, "Well,
Johnny, you don't want to go to
school today? No sweat; stay in
bed." Do you say that? Of course
not! Friend, church is much more
important than school, but I am not
minimizing the importance of
school.
As a parent, you are responsible
for directing your children in the
right path. Eli's sons did not respect
Eli's authority; therefore, they did
not respect the authority of God.
Eli's sons ignored their father's authority. If you are too permissive, an
easy-going father or mother, and
you are not disciplining your children and your pastor tries to, your
children will have a problem. They
will resent the pastor. You ought to
be the one to discipline your children, so the pastor does not have to.
You ought to be the one to inflict
punishment and to see that your
children are disciplined.
Solomon said in Proverbs 29:1,
"He, that being often reproved
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly
be destroyed, and that without remedy." The end of the lives of Eli and
his sons were not happy endings.
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Israel went to battle against the
Philistines, and the Philistines took
the ark of God. Phinehas and
Hophni were slain in battle, and
when word of these events came
back to Eli, who was up in years,
sitting on his seat, he fell backward,
broke his neck, and died. Phinehas'
wife was with child, and the Bible
says that when she heard what had
happened, she died in childbirth.
However, just before she died, she
named the child Ichabod, which
means, "The glory is departed from
Israel" (1 Samuel 4:21). When God
has departed, you might as well
give it up.
Are You Rearing Your
Children for God?
If God is against you, no matter
how many people are behind you,
you do not stand a chance. On the
other hand, if God is for you and the
whole world is against you, you will
come out on top. You must labor to
be accepted of God. I see people
who are more concerned about the
applause of men than the commendation of God. What a sad end it
was for Eli and his family! All of this
came about because Eli was too
permissive and allowed evil to
continue. I believe that Eli was a
good man, but he was a poor father.
His sons broke his heart, and then
they broke his neck because he did
not break their will, and that
brought the nation down.
Eli had his good points. I believe
that he loved children. He was not
a jealous man, but he lacked discernment and he was too passive.
On the other hand, a father can be
too strict and too severe. I have seen
it both ways. A father who does
not discipline his child is usually
undisciplined himself.
Once I read something that just
caused me to shudder. Authorities
discovered that a father had been
beating his little girl with an electric
cord. She was covered with stripes
and welts; that is too severe. I believe in discipline, but there is a
point at which it is too severe.
10

We each need God's help. I tell
God daily, "I need You, God; I need
You to help me to make the right
decisions." As parents, rearing our
children for God is our most important responsibility. I do not want to
lose my children to the world or to
false religion. I am proud of the
Church of God. I believe it is the
apex of all organizations.
Our greatest importance is our
spiritual inheritance that we pass on
to our children. Ephesians 6:4 states,
"And, ye fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath: but bring them up
in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord." As for discipline, parents are
not to reign in terror but to rule
firmly and with love. We must
responsibly bring up our children. It
is a continuous act. If your child is a
dependent of yours, it is your
responsibility to discipline him. You
are responsible for his physical,
mental, and spiritual needs. In the
Old Testament a stubborn and rebellious son was stoned. You may ask,
"Do you advocate that?" No, I do
not, but I advocate obedience.
A family from the country of
India asked us to pray earnestly for
a relative who was living in Saudi
Arabia. She was in the family way,
and they said after the baby was
born, they would stone her and the
young man. That is terribly severe!
I thank God for Christianity, don't
you?
In Proverbs 13:24 Solomon
wrote, "He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him
chasteneth him betimes [or early,
before he gets into a habit]." Some
children have a problem with telling
you the truth. You need to take care
of that before it becomes a habit.
Proverbs 19:18 says, "Chasten
thy son while there is hope, and let
not thy soul spare for his crying."
That is good. There are many other
good Scriptures along this line, such
as Proverbs 22:15, which reads,
"Foolishness is bound in the heart of
a child; but the rod of correction
shall drive it far from him." Also,
Proverbs 23:13-14 states: "Withhold
not correction from the child: for if

thou beatest him with the rod, he
shall not die. Thou shalt beat him
with the rod, and shalt deliver his
soul from hell."
Proverbs 22:6 instructs, "Train
up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not
depart from it." To train up a child is
a command, but it promises that "he
will not depart from it." May God
help you to train up your child in
the way He would have you to. This
training should start when he is
young. Someone once said, "It is
easier to mold clay than to chisel
stone."
I have read that experts say that
a child learns half of all that he will
ever know by the age of six. Those
are formative years. Children are
learning many things in church. As
a father, you need to be consistent.
Do you have a family altar in your
home? Do you pray with your children and read the Bible and read
Bible stories to them? I do not know
how old Moses was when he went
to stay in Pharaoh's palace, but he
was fairly young and he had learned
something from his mother.
The False Teachings of the World
The theory of evolution has
permeated our public school system.
You would think that by now the
godless teaching of evolution would
be dead, but it is still alive. Atheism
cannot answer the questions of man.
In every culture, nation, and people
of the world, people have always
had an innate desire to worship.
Why would that desire be there if
we did not have a Divine Creator?
When students ask me what
I think about the theory of evolution,
I tell them that it is a bunch of garbage. Both Psalm 14:1a and Psalm
53:1a state: "The fool hath said in his
heart, There is no God." Only a fool
would say that. When I think about
the complexity of this universe, I
know that God had to be behind it.
God said in Job 38:4 and 7:
"Where was thou when I laid the
foundations of the earth? Declare, if
thou hast understanding. . . . When

the morning stars sang together, and
all the sons of God shouted for joy?"
Many true scientists believe in God.
In A.D. 1600 Galileo said he felt that
religious understanding could be
promoted by studying the natural
world. I believe that is true. If we
really study the natural world as we
ought to, we could understand more
about God.
Psalm 19:1-4 reads: "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament sheweth his handywork.
[How often do you tell God how
much you admire what He has
done? There are beautiful sunsets,
beautiful sunrises, the mountains,
the oceans, the rivers, and the flowers.] Day unto day uttereth speech,
and night unto night sheweth
knowledge.
"There is no speech nor
language, where their voice is not
heard. [Why is it that throughout the
history of mankind there has not
been a nation that has not wanted to
worship something? There is an
innate desire in man to worship
something, and it is our responsibility as the people of God to
instruct others as to Whom they
should worship.] Their line is gone
out through all the earth, and their
words to the end of the world. In
them hath he set a tabernacle for the
sun."
Again, Psalm 14:1a reads, "The
fool hath said in his heart, There is
no God." What is a fool? Webster's
Dictionary defines a fool as "a person
lacking in judgment; one that acts
stupidly or recklessly; a harmlessly
deranged person or one lacking in
common powers of understanding."
My message is about fortifying your
children against the false teachings
in the world. The philosophies of
men are permeating our world today, and I want our children to
know the Truth.
Psalm 9:17 says, "The wicked
shall be turned into hell, and all the
nations that forget God." If you look
at the nations that completely forgot
God or relegated Him as unimportant, you will find that those nations
turned into a hellish situation. Look

what happened in Germany and in
Russia. I believe that the primary
reason America has been so blessed
is that many of our forefathers came
to worship God. They did not come
here to look for gold.
Our children should be taught
that there are gaps in evolution. The
school board in Dover, Pennsylvania, in October 2004, became the
first in the nation to require teaching
Intelligent Design as an alternative
to evolution in high school Biology.
This hypothesis argues that some
aspects of nature, such as the workings of the eye, depend on so many
parts functioning together that they
could not have evolved slowly
through gradual Darwinian steps,
but only through the design of a
Higher Intelligence. Other school
districts across the country also
began to debate whether or not to
follow suit.
The Marvelous Display
of His Craftsmanship
"Intelligent Design" is the
general belief that the natural
phenomena could not be explained
entirely through theories such as
evolution, but rather is also the
work of an unspecified Maker or a
Designer. That is where God comes
in. Psalm 19:1-7 in the Living Bible
reads: "The heavens are telling the
glory of God; they are a marvelous
display of his craftsmanship. Day
and night they keep on telling about
God. Without a sound or word, silent in the skies, their message
reaches out to all the world. The sun
lives in the heavens where God
placed it and moves out across the
skies as radiant as a bridegroom
going to his wedding, or as joyous
as an athlete looking forward to a
race! The sun crosses the heavens
from end to end, and nothing can
hide from its heat. God's laws are
perfect."
I thank God for His Word. You
must fortify your children against
the evil philosophies that are permeating our world. Our oldest grandchild was given an assignment in

school. The teacher asked the class
to go home and write a paper about
this question: "If you had to change
anything about yourself, what
would it be?" My grandson went
home and wrote, "I like myself the
way God made me. God does not
make junk." I said: "Way to go! Good
for you! Grandpa is very proud of
you!" The teacher was very pleased
with him.
Colossians 1:16-18 read: "For by
him were all things created, that
are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were
created by him, and for him: [I do
not tell my boys and girls what
they have to do in the Kingdom of
God. I believe we should bring them
up and train them that they should
be useful, first of all, in the church.
They should be an asset to the
church. We need our children in
the church.] And he is before all
things, and by him all things consist.
And he is the head of the body,
the church: who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead; that
in all things he might have the
preeminence."
Atheism and godless teachings
tell us to forget about God and to
repudiate the Bible. Nevertheless,
the Bible is true, and it is inerrant. If
you think it contradicts itself, it is
because you do not have a perfect
understanding of the Word of God.
They tell us that we should give up
the hope of a future life. No! Atheism does not answer the questions of
mankind, but the Bible does. There
is an answer in the Bible for every
problem that we have. The Bible is
the Book of all books.
A young man came to our
congregation from a Bible school.
He said, "You are the strangest people I have ever seen in my life."
I asked, "What makes you say
that?"
He said, "None of your people
contend. Whatever is taught in Sunday school and whatever you
preach, they just take it, and that is
the way it is. At the Bible school we
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debate and argue about it. We question: 'Is it really relevant to our day?
Is it pertinent? Is it necessary?'"
I like what D. S. Warner wrote
in one song: "Every word thy mouth
has spoken, Is essential to our lives."
That is the reason the Church of God
is such a wonderful institution!
Atheism insists that the universe
has always existed or came about
through the process of natural laws
without any divine intervention.
That is not true. When you consider
all the species and the intricate
things, you know that God had to do
it! We are living in a very insidious,
wicked, and evil day. People are
trying to undermine our children. I
have an old poem that I gave out on
Mother's Day, and I want you to
read it. It is entitled "Two Temples."
A builder builded a temple,
He wrought it with grace and skill,
Pillars and grains and arches,
All fashioned to work his will.
Men said as they saw its beauty,
It shall never know decay.
Great is thy skill, O builder.
Thy fame shall endure for aye.
But a mother builded a temple,
With loving and infinite care.
Plaiting each arch with patience,
Laying each stone with prayer.
None praised her unceasing efforts,
None knew of her wondrous plan.
For the temple the mother builded,
Was unseen by the eyes of men.
Gone is the builder's temple,
Crumbled into the dust.
Low lies each stately pillar.
Food for consuming rust.
But the temple the mother builded,
Will last while the ages roll,
For that beautiful unseen temple
Was a child's immortal soul.
Let us protect the souls of our
children and fortify them against the
evil, insidious, wicked ways of the
devil.
(Cassette C-5369E)

12

L ady H ope's V isit W ith C harles D arw in
It may surprise many students of evolution to learn that in
the closing days of Charles Darwin's life, he returned to his faith
in the Bible. The following account is told by Lady Hope of
Northfield, England, a wonderful Christian woman who was
often at his bedside before he died:
It was one of those glorious autum n afternoons that we sometim es
enjoy in England when I was asked to go in and sit with Charles Darwin.
I used to feel when I saw him that his fine presence would make a grand
picture for our Royal Academ y, but never did I think so more strongly
than on this particular occasion.
He was sitting up in bed, propped up by pillows, gazing out on a far
stretching scene of woods and cornfields that glowed in the light of a
m arvelous sunset.
His features lit up with pleasure as I entered the room . He waved his
hand toward the window as he pointed out the beautiful sunset scene
beyond. In his other hand he held an open Bible, which he was always
studying.
"W hat are you reading now?" I asked.
"Hebrews," he answered. 'The Royal Book' I call it." Then as he
placed his fingers on certain passages, he comm ented on them.
I made some allusion to the strong opinions expressed by many on
the history of the Creation, and then their treatm ent of the earlier
chapters of the Book of Genesis. He seem ed distressed, his fingers
twitched nervously, and a look of agony came over his face as he said,
"I was a young m an with unform ed ideas. I threw out queries,
suggestions, wondering all the tim e about everything. To my
astonishm ent, the ideas took like wildfire. P eople made a religion of
them ."
Then he paused, and after a few m ore sentences on the holiness of
God and the grandeur of this Book, looking tenderly at the Bible, which
he was holding all the tim e, he said, "I have a summ er house in the
garden, which holds about thirty people. It is over there (pointing through
the open window). I want you very m uch to speak here. I know you read
the Bible in the villages. Tom orrow afternoon I should like the servants
on the place, som e tenants, and a few neighbors to gather there. W ill
you speak to them?"
"W hat shall I speak about?" I asked.
"Christ Jesus," he replied in a clear, em phatic voice, adding in a
lower tone, "and His salvation. Is not that the best them e? Then I want
you to sing som e hym ns with them . You lead on your sm all instrum ent,
do you not?"
The look of brightness on his face, as he said this, I shall never
forget, for he added: "If you m ake the meeting at three o'clock, this
window will be open, and you will know that I am joining in with the
singing."
W as there ever a more dram atic scene? The very soul of tragedy is
here exposed to us! Darwin, enthusiast for the Bible, speaking about
"the grandeur of this Book," rem inded of that m odern evolutionary
m ovement in theology which, linked with skeptical criticism , has
destroyed biblical faith in multitudes. Darwin, with a look of agony,
deploring it all and declaring, "I was a young m an with unform ed ideas."
W hat an overwhelm ing criticism ! The "unform ed ideas" of the young
m an Darwin are the basis of the modern theory of evolution!

Selected

Excuses
The Kingdom of God and the
work of God would be well supplied with workers were it not for
excuses. So abundant are these excuses that few enter the Kingdom of
God, and of the many who plan to
work for God, few really enter active service for Him. Many of these
excuses appear very reasonable
from some view points, as did those
found in Luke, Chapter 14, but, like
these, they also hinder souls from
important work for God. Jesus mentioned one who married a wife, one
who had bought some ground, and
another who had bought some oxen.
All thought these possessions that
they had secured justified them in
being absent from the great supper.
To this short list of excuses may
be added many others in this day.
Men have wives, and wives have
children and household duties.
People can manage to find time to
go to town, to go visiting, out of
curiosity to go to see the great fires,
to do needless cooking, or preparing
dainty dishes; yet somehow they
have no time for prayer, reading
God's Word, going to church, nor
doing any special service for the
Lord. Before setting out for a call,
they have time to look the second,
third, or fourth time in the large
mirror to see if their clothing is all in
order, yet they have no time to kneel
in a word of prayer to ask God if
their heart is in order and if they
have sufficient grace from Him fully
to do His will in all things.
Ah, that men and women would
learn that when time is scarce, it is
more important to look into the
mirror of Truth to see that their
hearts are right than to spend so
much time in unimportant arrangements of their outer clothing. I fear
that many today are like the whited

sepulchers of whom Jesus spoke,
who keep the outside of the cup and
platter so very clean but within they
are full of ravening and wickedness.
They are so careful about their outward appearance, but they neglect
their hearts.
We are told in the Word of God
to keep the heart with all diligence
for out of it are the issues of life.
Nowhere are we told that out of our
clothing or out of our appearance
are the issues of life. Many housewives are more careful about keeping their house than they are about
keeping their hearts. They despise
dirt in the house more than a heart
full of doubts, fears, and anxieties.
Beloved, there is a right order of
things. The time to use the clothes
brush, broom, mop, garden hoe, and
farm cultivator is not before but
after your heart has been cultivated,
bathed, purged, and purified by
much prayer and waiting before
God.
How terribly shameful it is to
place the work of soap and water
before the blood of Christ. Jesus
said, "First cleanse the inside." After
your heart has been purged, purified, and kept with all diligence,
after the soul has been nourished
and strengthened by prayer and the
Word, then and not until then, is the
time to look after outward things, to
brush the garments, clean the house,
hoe the garden, cultivate the crop,
and to do all the temporal duties.
This is seeking first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness.
God did not object to the man's
proving his oxen, to the farmer's
going to see his farm, or to the
young bridegroom's looking after
the support of his companion. However, He wanted them first to heed
His call to the feast, to make His

kingdom and righteousness first.
This they refused to do, and so lost
the heavenly feast. Show me six
people who make their temporal
work and duties first and the service
of God and the keeping of their
hearts secondary, and I will show
you that many who keep poor victory or no victory. The people who
make their spiritual devotions first
and leave all temporal things to
follow afterwards are the ones who
are spiritually victorious.
There are many duties and
callings in life to claim our time, but
remember that Christ Himself has
first right to our time. Like Mary, let
us consider the better part or more
important part: making our first
duty to sit at Jesus' feet and learn of
Him. Martha was careful and troubled about many things, but she
neglected the better part. Sad to say,
so do many others. Beloved one, will
you be a Mary or a Martha? Will
you be one who keeps the heart
with all diligence, or will you be
classed with those who are continually filled with excuses for not rendering service to God?
Remember, "He that observeth
the wind shall not sow; and he that
regardeth the clouds shall not reap"
(Ecclesiastes 11:4). The diligent soul
shall be made fat. Psalm 126:6 says,
"He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him."
Selected

The more you
are transformed
by the power of
Christ, the less
you are conformed
to this world.
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The Faith of
a Child

When Paul was three years old,
he and his sister were taken to a
Christian mission orphanage. Paul's
father did not know the true God.
He worshiped Mohammed as the
prophet of God. He was a Moslem.
However, in the mission orphanage
little Paul came to know the Lord
Jesus as his Savior. No longer did he
want to worship Mohammed or be
called by his old Moslem name. He
announced that his new name was
"Paul," and everyone called him by
that name from that time on.
When Paul's father heard that
his son had become a Christian, he
was very angry. At first he did not
take his little son away from the
orphanage; but when a Moslem
feast day came, he went to the orphanage to take Paul to the Moslem
mosque.
When Paul knew that his father
was coming for him, he said to the
missionary, "If my father questions
me, I shall have to witness that I am
a Christian, won't I?"
His father came, and together
they walked through the streets of
the city. Everybody was happy.
Children were playing on special
swings that had been put up for the
holiday. When they reached the
mosque, Paul saw many men at
prayer. They were saying the Moslem creed, "There is no God but
God, and Mohammed is the Prophet
of God."
"Now," said Paul's father, "you
hear what they are saying. I wish
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my son to repeat the creed also."
"Father," said Paul, "I am a
Christian."
"Do as I tell you this moment,"
Paul's father insisted.
Paul turned pale. "There is no
God but God, and Jesus Christ is the
Son of God." His childish voice rang
out over the crowd.
For a moment the men were
silent. Then they took the lad and
beat him cruelly. They threatened
him with worse things if he did not
withdraw what he had said. Then
they gave Paul one more chance.
Paul took it. This time he said,
"There is no God but God, and Jesus
Christ is my Savior."
Paul's father did not know what
to do with the boy. He did not want
him in his home, but he did not
want him to return to the Christian
orphanage either. At last he decided
to send him to a Moslem school. He
told the men there to fill his son's
mind with the teachings from the
Moslem holy book (the Koran) and
the Moslem faith so that he would
forget all about Christianity. So
strong was little Paul's testimony for
Jesus that before long the teachers
brought Paul back to his father.
"It is no good," they said. "We
can't knock this nonsense out of him,
and if he stays here much longer, we
shall all be Christians."
Again Paul's father had to
decide what to do with him. At last,
hearing that an errand boy was
needed by a man who kept a little

store in the town, he got Paul a job.
The father did not know that the
man was an earnest Christian. How
wonderfully God had planned for
His little Paul! Paul and the storekeeper had such good times together, talking about the Bible and
praying. They both loved Jesus so
much.
Often the storekeeper would
send Paul on errands to the mission
school so that he could see his teachers. "You need not hurry back,
Paul," he would say.
For a time Paul disappeared.
Perhaps his father found out what
was happening. Then word came
that Paul had been placed in a
reformatory to see if that would
make him renounce his faith in
Christ, but no matter what they said
or did to him, Paul stood firm in his
faith.
For a long time Paul's witness
was silenced, and he was kept in a
Moslem orphanage until he was
eighteen. Finally, he was released.
He hurried back to the missionaries
in his home city where he began to
witness for the Lord who died for
him and rose again.
Selected

The smallest good
deed is better than the
grandest intention.

In Matthew, Chapter 6, we find
that Jesus gave to His disciples what
is popularly called "The Lord's
Prayer." Though this is only a very
short prayer, it contains much along
the line of doctrine and time. When
Jesus gave this prayer to His disciples, He commented on only one
verse in it. This prayer is complete
in verses 9-13.
In verses 14 and 15 we find Jesus
giving a commentary on verse 12.
Evidently, there is something in this
verse which is of vital importance to
the followers of Jesus Christ. This
verse is dealing with the matter of
forgiveness. It reads, "And forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors."
Jesus' comments on this verse
read as follows: "For if ye forgive
men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you: But if
ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses" (verses 14-15).
In the prayer Jesus used the
word debt, thus showing that it is
something we owe. In the comment
Jesus used that same thought by
using the word trespass to show that
it was a transgression of some sort.
No doubt, everyone has had someone at some time trespass against
him in some form, by doing them an
injury or harm of some kind. Jesus
was pointing out that when this
happens, it is extremely important
as to the attitude we take toward the
one who has done us wrong.
It is a Christian act to forgive
one another. This will not save a
person by merely having a forgiving
spirit toward one who has done him
wrong; but it will, according to
the Scripture, remove a block out
of the way so that God can forgive
us when we come to Him for
forgiveness.
Notice in this Scripture that

there are two ifs. One is the if of
forgiveness; the other is the if of not
forgiving.
There are two kinds of trespasses. One may be called unintentional trespasses; the other, intentional trespasses. There are people
who infringe on our rights and privileges without any willful intention
to do so. For this reason we should
always put the best possible construction on the intention of any
person who appears to intend to trespass against us; for he may be innocent of any intention to harm us.
This is a prime reason that we
should forgive men their trespasses.
Then there are intentional
trespasses. These are, unfortunately,
people who intend to do us harm.
This, of course, is very grievous to
the one harmed, and yet the precept
to forgive seems to be especially
concerning intentional trespassing.
A great reward awaits one who
has a forgiving spirit toward his
fellow man. God will forgive such a
one. If God is willing to forgive us
our great transgressions so willingly, why should we hesitate to
forgive our fellowman of his trivial
indignities? Every one of us has
trespassed against God in such major ways, surely we can forgive others. This is a way of saying that we
will reap what we sow.
Sometimes we hear people
make the remark, "I will forgive if
he will ask me to forgive him." The
transgressor may never ask you to
forgive him. He may never have the
grace to do so, but the spirit of forgiveness may be exercised on the
part of the injured one.
Jesus had many injustices done
to Him. Did any come around to
Jesus to ask forgiveness for their
cruelty? No, not one! What attitude
did Jesus take toward them all? He
said, "Father, forgive them; for they

know not what they do." Undoubtedly, God exercises a forgiving spirit
toward every sinner, only waiting
for him to ask for forgiveness to
realize God's forgiving smile.
There are others who take the
attitude, "I will forgive him if he
makes things right." What would
there be to forgive if one made
things right? It is true that one
should make amends for all
wrongdoings, but it is not always
possible to do so, nor is it always
possible to do so immediately.
Where a trespass in money matters
is involved, it may take a long time
for a trespasser to make things right;
in fact, he may die before he gets it
all righted. So forgiveness must be
immediate, even if restitution is
slow in its process.
Sometimes we may hear a
person say, "I will forgive, but I will
never forget." This is often said in a
bad spirit, intending to keep the
trespasser under suspicion. It is true
that we may not be able to forget
their actions entirely, but we do not
need to remember them against the
trespasser. David said in Psalm 79:8,
"O remember not against us former
iniquities."
William M. Smith

"Put on therefore, as the
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one
another, if any man have
a quarrel against any:
even as Christ forgave
you, so also do ye. And
above all these things put
on charity, which is the
bond of perfectness."
Colossians 3:12-14
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Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law
and the prophets.
Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

Brother Larry Dishman
Are You Obedient to the Word?
You are either building up or
tearing down the Church of God.
You cannot be neutral. Many people
say, "I'm neutral; I'm not building it
up or tearing it down." On the contrary, they are doing one or the
other. Just to think of the possibility
that I could tear down the precious
Church of God in some way brings
a fear upon my heart. I do not want
to do that. By the help of God, I
want to build up the cause of God
and the Church of God.
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Why did God call pastors? Our
Scripture text tells us that God gave
pastors, teachers, and evangelists
"for the perfecting of the saints." As
the saints of God, we need to be
perfected in our hearts and lives.
That is the reason we all need to
hear the preaching of the Word of
God.
When you hear the Word of God
and measure to it by your obedience, you are perfected in that area
of your life. However, if you do not
obey the Word of God, you will not
be perfected.

Ephesians 5:26 says, "That he
might sanctify and cleanse it [the
church] with the washing of water
by the word." This means that the
Word of God will sanctify you, perfect you, clean you up, and enable
you to please God. The Word of God
has cleansing power when you obey
it. Hebrews, Chapter 10, speaks of
having our bodies washed with
pure water, and that pure water is
the Word of God.
Every word of God's Book is
true. Psalm 119:89 says, "For ever, O
LORD, thy word is settled in

heaven." I like the song that says, "I
don't want to change it or rearrange
it. I love it just like it is."
You can build up the Kingdom
of God or tear it down. You can help
your pastor or hinder him and tear
him down. If you tear down the
pastor, you are tearing down the
precious Church of God. God gave
pastors because He knew that His
people need pastors. I am glad for
the pastors that I have had. They fed
my soul with Truth, strengthened
me, and established me in the things
of God. Some people believe that
they do not really need pastors.
Others have turned to the thought,
"Just let everybody be the pastor."
However, God has ordained that
pastors take care of the Church of
God.
Jeremiah 3:15 tells us, "And I
will give you pastors according to
mine heart, which shall feed you
with knowledge and understanding." Another reason that God gives
pastors is to feed us. The saints must
be fed, just as little children have to
be fed. We cannot stay saved without the Word of God. It is essential
for us to be fed with the Word of
God.
Acts 20:28 says, "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own
blood." God has ordained that pastors feed the Church of God. You
cannot feed a building. He is talking
about those who are saved and born
of the Spirit of God.
You may say, "I can live just as
good at home without attending
church." Friend, the devil told you
that. You cannot live just as good at
home, even if you study your Bible
and listen to recorded messages.
God did not ordain that. You need
to study the Word of God, and it is
good to listen to recorded messages
at home. However, if you are trying
to do away with church attendance,
you are out of the will of God. You
will not get fed by doing that if you
could be attending a church where

the Truth is being preached and the
man of God is living right. It is so
important that you hear the Word of
God and obey it.
Are You Rejecting Knowledge?
Jesus said in John 6:53, "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat
the flesh of the Son of man, and
drink his blood, ye have no life in
you." Verse 52 tells us, "The Jews
therefore strove among themselves,
saying, How can this man give us
his flesh to eat?" In verse 63 Jesus
said, "It is the spirit that quickeneth;
the flesh profiteth nothing: the
words that I speak unto you, they
are spirit, and they are life." You get
life from the Word of God. Just as
you have to partake of natural food
to get physical strength and to sustain life, so it is with partaking of
the Word of God to receive spiritual
strength. Matthew 4:4 says, "Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God." You should not
get hung up on one or two points of
doctrine. All the Word of God is
essential so that we can learn and
grow and be what God wants us to
be.
First Timothy 2:3-4 reads: "For
this is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Saviour; Who will
have all men to be saved, and to
come unto the knowledge of the
truth." It is the will of God that you
be saved and come to the knowledge of the Truth. How can you do
that? You must listen to the
preached Word and measure to the
messages. If you do not do that, you
will not come to the knowledge of
the Truth. It is essential that the
saints have pastors.
If a pastor dies, sometimes it
takes time to get another pastor, and
God understands that. However, if
people buck up against a pastor or
do not want a pastor because they
want to have things their own way,
they will not prosper in the things of
God. Some people do not want to be
pastored because they want to run
the show. They think they know

how everything should be done.
They think they know what should
be preached every time and what
evangelist should be called in for a
revival. It is the pastor's job to pray
and ask God whom the evangelist
should be. The pastor should not
bring it before the church or the
trustees to decide. The Church of
God does not work that way. People
ought to have enough confidence in
a godly pastor to know that he
would pray and get the right evangelist. If you think he is not getting
the right one or if you think he is not
doing what he should, you should
not go around running your mouth.
You ought to pray for him. Praying
will do more than talking about him
to other people.
Hosea 4:6 states, "My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge:
because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee." Those
people were destroyed due to a lack
of knowledge, and because they
rejected knowledge, God said He
would reject them. Are you building
up or tearing down the Church of
God?
First Timothy 3:5 tells us, "(For if
a man know not how to rule his own
house, how shall he take care of the
church of God?)" I repeat, God
called pastors to take care of the
Church of God. The Bible compares
a pastor taking care of the church to
a man ruling his own family. God
did not call the deacons or the trustees to take care of the church. God
did not call Grandma or Grandpa to
take care of the church. He called
pastors to take care of the Church of
God.
Do You Murmur Against
the Man of God?
God called pastors to be
overseers of the Church of God.
Again, Acts 20:28 states, "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own
blood." Notice that the Holy Ghost
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made the pastor the overseer. Neither the congregation nor the trustees are to make the pastor the overseer by taking a vote. You do not
make a pastor the overseer by forming a committee to find someone.
The Holy Ghost is the One who
makes the pastor the overseer.
You may fool around with many
things, but you can get into a lot of
trouble if you fool around with the
Holy Ghost. First Corinthians 12:18
tells us, "But now hath God set the
members every one of them in the
body, as it hath pleased him." God
has set each member in the body as
it pleases Him. You had better let
God do what He wants to do. If you
lay your hand on God's anointed,
you will get into trouble. First
Chronicles 16:22 states, "Touch not
mine anointed, and do my prophets
no harm." Do you know how the
children of Israel got into trouble
with God? They complained to Moses about this and that. Do you
know what the man of God said? In
essence, Moses said, "Your murmuring is not against me; it is against
God." If you murmur against a man
of God, you are not murmuring
against the man; you are murmuring against God. Are you building
up or tearing down the Church of
God?
Matthew 7:12 states, "Therefore
all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so
to them: for this is the law and the
prophets." Notice that the Scripture
says "all things," and that includes
what you do to pastors. You ought
to treat your pastor as you would
want to be treated if you were the
pastor.
Before you make a move or
before you say something, you
ought to stop and consider this: "If I
were the pastor, would I want someone to react to me as I am reacting?
Would I want these things to be said
to me or about me?" There are many
things to consider.
Why else does God call pastors?
Isaiah 62:6 says, "I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem,
which shall never hold their peace
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day nor night: ye that make mention
of the LORD, keep not silence." God
calls a pastor to be a watchman on
the wall. Hebrews 13:17 tells us that
"they watch for your souls, as they
that must give an account." The
watchman is to cry aloud and spare
not when preaching the Word of
God.
How Do You React
to Your Pastor?
How you react to your pastor
will determine whether the church
goes forward. Do you talk about
him? You may say, "It wasn't bad." If
you cause doubts in other people's
minds and then try to win them to
the Lord, they will say, "I don't want
to go there. I heard something about
that pastor." The children sing a
song that says, "Oh, be careful little
tongue, what you say. Oh, be careful
little tongue, what you say. For the
Father up above is looking down in love.
So be careful little tongue, what you
say. Oh, be careful little ears, what you
hear. Oh, be careful little ears, what you
hear, For the Father up above is looking
down in love. So be careful little ears,
what you hear."
If you were the pastor, would
you want others to talk about you?
No, you would not. If you were the
pastor and someone in your congregation had something against
you, you would want that person to
come to you. You should do unto
others as you would have others do
unto you. After all, that is the Bible
way. If you have ought against
someone, you should go to that
individual.
Jeremiah 6:17 declares, "Also I
set watchmen over you, saying,
Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not
hearken." What are you going to do
with the message? Are you going to
obey it and walk in it or are you
tearing it down?
One way you can help your
pastor is to be in the church services.
Every time the door is opened, you
ought to be there if you can. Also,
you ought to be on time and stay

until it is over if you can. God understands if you have to work or if
something holds you up and causes
you to be late. However, just being
neglectful about the house of God
will cause you trouble.
On Monday mornings people
will get up early and allow themselves plenty of extra time so they
are sure to get to work on time. They
do not want to be late for work, yet
they come dragging in late to the
church services and do not think
anything about it. If you are going to
respect your job, you ought to
respect the Church of God. You
ought to get behind your pastor and
attend the services, not only for his
benefit but also for your own
benefit.
We read in Hebrews 10:25, "Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching." Attending the
services is a commandment in the
Word of God, and if you disobey
that commandment, you are committing sin. If you are sick, that is
different. I know there are some
legitimate exceptions. However,
many people make excuses when
they do not really have an excuse.
You should invite other people
to church and get behind your pastor in visitation. You need to work to
get other people under the sound of
the Gospel. Maybe they will come
out of false religion, get converted,
and be a part of the true Church of
God. God did not save you just to go
to church and then do your own
thing. He called you and saved you
for service so that you might work
for God and take this good news to
the rest of the world.
Do You Quench the
Spirit of God?
When you go to the services,
you ought to pay attention to the
services and pay attention to the
man of God. Someone may say,
"What's that got to do with helping
the pastor?" When the pastor gets up

to preach, if individuals are thumbing through the song book, looking
at pictures, looking in a mirror,
combing their hair, and talking, that
makes it hard for him to preach. If
you are doing other things and your
mind is miles from the service, you
will grieve the Spirit of God.
First Thessalonians 5:19 tells us,
"Quench not the Spirit." There are
many ways to quench the Holy Spirit. You should not go to the services
to catch up on your rest. You can
make preaching easy for your pastor
or you can make it hard. If you
quench the Spirit, you may be the
cause of someone not getting saved.
You need to be sure that what you
do is the will of God. If you are going to sing, you need to be sure it is
the will of God. If you are going to
testify, you must be sure it is in the
will of God. If you are not sure, you
could quench the Spirit of God.
You should pray for your pastor.
He ought to be on your prayer list.
You ought to ask God to give him
wisdom, understanding, and knowledge. It takes much wisdom and
understanding to be a pastor. You
should pray through the week and
say: "God, show him what we need.
You know who is going to be there.
Give him the right message, Lord,
and anoint him." You should carry a
burden for your pastor. If anyone
needs prayer, it is the man of God.
We are workers together. You need
to help in these matters. He needs to
know that the people of God are
with him, backing him, and praying
for him.
The pastor studies for hours and
hours and labors to get a message
from God. He seeks God's face and
spends hours alone with God. He is
going to be held accountable. The
man of God searches the Scriptures
and studies reference after reference.
He takes the Strong's Concordance
and looks up word after word to get
a message together. If you do not
back the message and stay behind
the man of God, you are not going to
get by. Are you backing the pastor?
You ought to be.
Someone may say, "I don't think

he is the right one." What if people
had doubts about you? Would you
want someone to treat you that
way? If you go in the services and
fight against the man of God and
make fun of his preaching, you will
get in trouble with God. May God
help you not to quench the Spirit of
God.
I believe you can quench the
Spirit in a service by not saying
amen. Psalm 106:48 reads, "Blessed
be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let all the
people say, Amen. Praise ye the
LORD." Do you know how to make a
fire get bigger? You must pour some
fuel on it. One way that you can
pour fuel on the preaching is to say
amen to the message.
Nehemiah 5:13b says, "And all
the congregation said, Amen, and
praised the LORD." Many churches
in our world have become so sanctimonious that if you say amen, they
will turn around and look at you.
They think that something is wrong
with you. However, the Bible still
says to say amen. There is nothing
wrong with doing that.
Are you building up or tearing
down the Church of God? If you are
dragging your feet on the pastor and
making it miserable for him while
he is doing his very best to obey
God and do His will, you are not
going to prosper as a Christian.
Have You Caused Doubts
and Division?
If you cause trouble in the
congregation, you will cause doubts
and division, and you will be in
trouble with God. God hates division. Proverbs 6:16 states, "These six
things doth the LORD hate: yea,
seven are an abomination unto him."
Verse 19 tells us that the seventh
thing is "he that soweth discord
among brethren." How does one
sow discord? He does it with the
tongue. Your tongue starts a little
discord, which causes division.
If you have not treated your
pastor as you should, you need to
make it right with God. Also, you

need to make it right with your
pastor and the people with whom
you have spoken. If you do not, you
are going to get bitter.
I have had to make some things
right before. It is hard on the flesh.
Not long after I got saved, I attended
a certain church and attended a
Bible study there one night. The
pastor and I had some differences,
and I brought up those differences
when the subject came up. I was
treated rudely, and I felt that I was
treated wrong. Although I quit attending that church, the pastor
never visited me or invited me to
come back. He never tried to resolve
the problem.
Resentment got hold of me, and
I became bitter. Friend, I know what
bitterness can do to someone. I
talked about it and told others what
had happened. All the time, the root
of bitterness was getting bigger and
bigger. The bigger it got, the less
peace and joy I had. I thank God for
a message that I heard on bitterness.
God showed me that to get delivered from it, I needed to go to that
preacher and make it right, so that is
what I did. I said, "Brother, I have
done you wrong. I have allowed
myself to become bitter toward you
because of the disagreement that we
had." At that time, I still felt that
what I said was right, but the way
that I said it was not right. Also, the
feelings that I had been holding
against that brother were not right.
I said, "I'm here to ask for your
forgiveness."
He said, "I will forgive you."
I was not concerned about
whether or not he was sorry. I had
to get delivered. I felt a little better,
but God said, "Son, that is not
enough. You need to go to that
church and make it right with those
people." Now, that was hard, but
one night I went to the service.
When it came time for the altar call,
God said, "Now is the time you need
to do it."
I got up and said: "I have an
apology to make to this whole
church because of what happened
some time ago. I allowed myself to
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get bitter. I have talked about some
things, and I have done wrong. I
have asked God to forgive me, I
have asked your pastor to forgive
me, and now I want to ask this
whole congregation to forgive me."
I was weeping, and the saints began
to weep. Unity was restored once
again. That pastor and I still had the
difference. The difference was not

settled, but the bad spirit was gone.
I walked away from that place and
felt as light as a bird. I had lost that
load that was on me. Friend, do not
allow a root of bitterness to spring
up, whereby many will be defiled.
You may say: "I have reasons for
standing as I do." You do not have
any right to be unforgiving. You will

not have any life until you lay that
aside. Are you building up or tearing down the Church of God? You
can tear it down or you can live in a
way that will build it up. What are
you going to do? You can receive
help if you will seek the Lord.

[G u e st E d it o r ia l— c o n t in u e d f r o m p . 2 ]

damnation to the soul.
There is only one sure cure for
this condition. It simply calls for
men and women to come to the
Light, Jesus Christ the Savior of
men's souls. If this is your condition, you must open your heart and
mind to the Spirit of God, confess
your sin to Him, and uncover those
secret things that are buried deep
within your soul, those things that
only you and God know about. He
will take them all away, lift that
heavy burden of sin, change the
condemning heart, and make you a
new creature in Christ Jesus; then
life will take on new meaning.
When God takes away the sin, He
will remove it far from you and will
never bring it up again to trouble
you. The Psalmist said in Psalm
103:12, "As far as east is from the
west, so far hath he removed our
transgressions from us." What a
blessing it is to be able to go to bed

and pillow your head at night,
knowing that the past has all been
forgiven! The terribly condemned
heart that once tormented you will
be gone when your sins are all
under the blood of Christ.
Dear one, there is no reason for
you to go on living with a condemning heart. Jesus Christ offers you
full pardon from the past. You
might have a restitution that you
have to take care of; possibly a debt
to society will need to be paid. The
assurance of knowing your soul is
clear with God and man will bring
a settled peace to your heart and
mind like nothing else can bring.
Will you come to the Light? Will
you allow your deeds to be made
manifest? Will you put away the
evil of your doings? Doing so will be
the best move that you will ever
make in your life.

and the mind. The heart that is
under condemnation has, in some
cases, brought ones down to a sick
bed. It is then that they realize
there are things deep within the
heart that must be dealt with and
cleared up with God before peace
can be gained.
A heart that is condemned has at
times brought men and women so
low with despair that they felt there
was no way out of their dilemma.
With their health nearly wrecked
and their mind almost destroyed
through grief and guilt, Satan presents the thought of just ending it
all. They think that surely this will
take away the gnawing conscience
that torments them. Dear reader,
this kind of desperate action will
never bring conclusion to the matter of sin in the heart. It will only
enhance the situation and make the
matter worse and bring eternal

(Cassette C-110E)
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No "If" About It
There was a knock at the door of Aunt Fanny's pleasant kitchen one morning, and on the steps
stood a little girl with a basket on her arm.
"Don't you want to buy something?" she asked as she came in. "Here are some nice home knit
stockings."
"Surely you did not knit these yourself, little girl?" said Fanny.
"No, Ma'am, but my grandmother did. She is lame, so I run about and sell them. She says we are
partners."
Aunt Fanny laughed and then bought some stockings. As she counted out the money to pay for
them, Maggie said, "This will buy bread and butter for supper."
"What if you had not sold anything?" asked Aunt Fanny.
Maggie shook her head. "You see, we prayed, 'God, give us this day our daily bread,' so there is
no if about it."
Selected
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Job 33:14 For God speaketh once,
yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not.
15 In a dream, in a vision of the
night, when deep sleep falleth upon
men, in slumberings upon the bed;
16 Then he openeth the ears of men,
and sealeth their instruction,
17 That he may withdraw man from
his purpose, and hide pride from man.
18 He keepeth back his soul from
the pit, and his life from perishing by
the sword.
19 He is chastened also with pain
upon his bed, and the multitude of his
bones with strong pain:
20 So that his life abhorreth bread,

and his soul dainty meat.
21 His flesh is consumed away, that
it cannot be seen; and his bones that
were not seen stick out.
22 Yea, his soul draweth near unto
the grave, and his life to the destroyers.
23 If there be a messenger with him,
an interpreter, one among a thousand,
to show unto man his uprightness:
24 Then he is gracious unto him,
and saith, Deliver him from going down
to the pit: I have found a ransom.
25 His flesh shall be fresher than a
child’s: he shall return to the days of his
youth:
26 He shall pray unto God, and he

will be favourable unto him: and he
shall see his face with joy: for he will
render unto man his righteousness.
27 He looketh upon men, and if any
say, I have sinned, and perverted that
which was right, and it profited me not;
28 He will deliver his soul from
going into the pit, and his life shall see
the light.
29 Lo, all these things worketh God
oftentimes with man,
30 To bring back his soul from the
pit, to be enlightened with the light of
the living.

Brother Calvin Foster
The Basic Principles
of Conversion
Job lived in the land of Uz.
Perhaps you know the story of Job
and the sufferings that he went
through. Job's three friends assumed
that God was punishing him for sin.
However, the youngest of the three,
Elihu, a descendant of Abraham's

brother, Nahor, took a softer stance
when he spoke to Job. He suggested
that God was not punishing Job, but
rather He was building Job's spiritual character through the adversities that God had allowed Satan to
put on Job.
God sent Jesus Christ into the
world to save the lost and to lift up
the quality of life. True Bible conver-

sion will turn one's life around. God
transforms a person. I have been
changed from one man to another.
Since I have been converted, I do not
look the way I used to look, I do not
talk the way I used to talk, and I do
not act the way I used to act. God
calls men everywhere to repent, not
just to confess their sins but to turn
away from their wickedness and
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change their ways.
The basic principles of conversion are the same now as they
have always been. In 1 Samuel 9:27,
when Samuel anointed Saul to be
the king of Israel, we read, "And as
they were going down to the end of
the city, Samuel said to Saul, Bid the
servant pass on before us, (and he
passed on,) but stand thou still a
while, that I may show thee the
word of God." First Samuel 10:1
continues, "Then Samuel took a vial
of oil, and poured it upon his head,
and kissed him, and said, Is it not
because the LORD hath anointed thee
to be captain over his inheritance?"
Verse 6 states, "And the Spirit of
the LORD will come upon thee, and
thou shalt prophesy with them, and
shalt be turned into another man."
Verse 9 reads, "And it was so, that
when he had turned his back to go
from Samuel, God gave him another
heart: and all those signs came to
pass that day." God gave Saul another heart and turned him into
another man. In true Bible conversion, God gives you another heart
and changes you into a new creation. This is not merely a few do's
and don'ts of religion. The heart
must be changed. God gives you
another heart. In true conversion, it
takes an act of God to convert a
man. This is what men do not understand about the things of God.
You cannot join a church to be
saved. God must change your life.
Men of past ages, in every era of
time, were just like men of today.
They have always had the need to
be converted. The Bible uses the
terms saved, born again, and converted. You need to be turned
around and changed into another
person. Think about it for a minute.
I have been changed into another
man. I am not the man I once was.
When I go around my old friends
and relatives and they say, "How
about having a little of this," I say:
"No way! I have been changed, and
I don't want that any more. I don't
even want a taste. God took away
the desire for it." You may ask,
"What happened to you?" I have
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been changed into another man
through old-fashioned conversion.
God Can Withdraw Man
From His Purpose
Verse 14 of the Scripture text
says, "For God speaketh once, yea
twice, yet man perceiveth it not."
God speaks, but many men are deaf
to His voice. Conversion begins
sooner than you might think. In John
6:44 Jesus said, "No man can come
to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and I will raise
him up at the last day."
Through the Holy Spirit, God
begins to deal with people. They
might be in a night club with the
music blaring and the room filled
with smoke, yet they are bored and
feeling depressed. God can deal
with them right in the midst of that.
His Holy Spirit will begin to draw
them as He takes the fun out of it. If
you are unsaved and you have been
going through that, God is dealing
with you. You may get all dressed
up in all your finery with your jewelry and fancy clothes and go out to
have fun, but when you get there,
you might be miserable and the
thoughts of church and God will
begin to come to your mind. God is
dealing with you, my friend.
A sinner cannot understand the
Gospel until conversion begins to
work on him. Therefore, he does not
get saved when he is ready but
when God is ready. When God begins to deal with you, that is the
time to get saved. I will never forget
the time when I got saved. I began
to want to get saved. I began to feel
the drawing of the Holy Spirit.
As a boy, I used to laugh at
church when boys and girls would
get saved, but my turn came around
and God was dealing with me. I told
my best friend, "I feel like I could get
saved."
He said, "Oh, well, that ain't
nothing," but God was not dealing
with him; He was dealing with me.
He thought nothing of it because he
did not feel what I felt. Even before
I went to church, God was dealing

with me. You cannot get saved just
whenever you are ready; you must
get saved when God is ready. If God
is dealing with you, my friend, it is
time for you to get saved. You do
not know when death will come. It
is time for you to become converted.
This might be your last night. Another day is not promised to you,
my friend.
Verse 17 of our Scripture text
says, "That he may withdraw man
from his purpose, and hide pride
from man." Man needs to be converted because he is puffed up in his
own purpose and in his own pride.
It takes God to withdraw man from
his own purpose. People purpose
things in their hearts concerning
what they plan to do, and many
times they plan to do wicked things.
I am reminded of the story in the
Book of Genesis when the people
decided to build a tower to Heaven.
Genesis 11:6 says, "And the LORD
said, Behold, the people is one, and
they have all one language; and this
they begin to do: and now nothing
will be restrained from them, which
they have imagined to do." Those
people had purposed in their hearts
and minds that they were going to
build a tower, but God was in control and He changed their purpose.
You may think you have your life all
figured out and all planned, but
God can withdraw you from your
purpose.
God Has a Way of Getting
Man's Attention
Speaking of the children of
Israel, the Apostle Paul said in
1 Corinthians 10:4-6: "And did all
drink the same spiritual drink: for
they drank of that spiritual Rock
that followed them: and that Rock
was Christ. But with many of them
God was not well pleased: for they
were overthrown in the wilderness.
Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust
after evil things, as they also lusted."
Verse 10 goes on to say, "Neither
murmur ye, as some of them also
murmured, and were destroyed of

the destroyer."
The Bible teaches that God has a
way of getting man's attention.
Sometimes God will allow people to
suffer to bring an awakening. You
may not want to hear that, but God
is concerned about people's souls.
This Scripture refers to Numbers,
Chapter 16, when the Israelites murmured against Moses and God let
the earth open up and swallow
those who rebelled against Moses.
Proverbs 1:22-31 states: "How
long, ye simple ones, will ye love
simplicity? and the scorners delight
in their scorning, and fools hate
knowledge? Turn you at my reproof:
behold, I will pour out my spirit
unto you, I will make known my
words unto you. Because I have
called, and ye refused; I have
stretched out my hand, and no man
regarded; But ye have set at nought
all my counsel, and would none of
my reproof: I also will laugh at your
calamity; I will mock when your
fear cometh; When your fear cometh
as desolation, and your destruction
cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.
"Then shall they call upon me,
but I will not answer; they shall seek
me early, but they shall not find me:
For that they hated knowledge, and
did not choose the fear of the LORD:
They would none of my counsel:
they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their
own way, and be filled with their
own devices." If you refuse to accept
God's offer of mercy, He will laugh
when trouble comes upon you.
Why? You refused to listen to Him.
You know that you need to be
converted.
Verse 29 of our Scripture text
reads, "Lo, all these things worketh
God oftentimes with man." God is
long-suffering and merciful, and He
deals with men often. If you do not
know Christ, you can know Him
right now. No doubt, you can look
back in your life at times when you
could have been killed or badly
hurt, but God spared you. God
might have given you a dream in
dealing with you, but you did not

listen.
Many people are lost, but they
do not really believe they are lost.
They do not want to hear the Gospel. They do not want anyone to tell
them that they are lost because they
do not believe that is so. Verse 14 of
the Scripture text says, "For God
speaketh once, yea twice, yet man
perceiveth it not." Man needs to
perceive that he is lost without God.
If you should die tonight without
Christ, you would be lost forever.
You are a free, moral agent, and
God will allow you to make a decision whether or not to serve Him.
He will speak once, He will speak
twice, but He is not going to make
you serve Him.
Without real salvation you are
on your way to hell. We need to
have more faithful messengers.
Verse 23 of the Scripture text reads,
"If there be a messenger with him,
an interpreter, one among a thousand, to show unto man his uprightness." Elihu was saying that God
was testing Job to build up his spiritual life. God wants to build up the
quality of your life and give you a
better life. We need more faithful
messengers of the Gospel.
Christ Is the Atonement for Sin
Our Scripture text says in verse
24, "Then he is gracious unto him,
and saith, Deliver him from going
down to the pit: I have found a ransom." The devil drew us away from
God, but Christ is the ransom to
bring us back to Him. Christ is the
atonement. People are not going to
get saved until they realize they are
lost, and it takes the Holy Spirit to
draw them.
In verse 16 of the Scripture text
we read, "Then he openeth the ears
of men, and sealeth their instruction." It takes God to open the ears
of man. Man cannot hear the Gospel
when his spiritual ears are stopped
up. Many things can cause one's
ears to be stopped up. Unbelief is
one thing that will stop up your
ears. If you are unsaved, unbelief
will hold you in that condition. An-

other thing that stops up people's
ears is willful ignorance, worldliness, and prejudice. The devil will
use whatever he can to stop you
from hearing God so that he can
cause you to go to hell. God wants
you to listen to Him.
Friend, if you want to get saved,
you had better get rid of that pride.
The Apostle Paul had to have his
pride taken away. In 2 Corinthians
12:11 he said that he became a fool
for Christ. Men and women today
do not want to humble themselves,
but coming to God is impossible
without humbling yourself. You
have to humble yourself and get rid
of pride to get saved. Man hates to
confess his sins at an altar of prayer.
Do you know what man would rather do? He would rather go somewhere and get in a confession booth
secretly and confess his sins privately to a priest. When a man really wants to get down to business
with God, he will not mind kneeling
at an altar of prayer in front of
everyone and asking God to forgive
him.
When you get saved, your
friends will know that you have
changed. You will go to church regularly. Also, you will stop smoking,
throwing temper tantrums, and
telling lies. Your buddy may not go
to church with you, but he will
know that you have been changed
into another man.
If you continue to do evil,
you are not truly converted. You
might have signed a card, shaken a
preacher's hand, and been baptized,
but that is not true Bible conversion.
You may be religious, but if Christ is
not dwelling in you, you are not
saved. The devil is trying to keep
you from getting saved. God wants
to change you into another man.
I thank God that I am a new man. I
cannot explain salvation, but I know
it is real. Sometimes I look in the
mirror and say, "Is that really me?" I
can still see the hole in my ear
where I used to wear an earring, but
the Lord saved me.
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"All Things Are Become New"
Verse 27 of our Scripture text
states, "He looketh upon men, and if
any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it
profited me not." In his flesh, man
hates to make a humble confession
to God. Many preachers have told
people, "You cannot live holy; you
cannot live without sin," so they ask
God to forgive them every night. If
you will obey the Gospel, God will
save you from sin and put a hatred
in your heart for it. You will not
want to commit sin anymore, and
He will give you power to keep you
from sinning. You cannot do it by
yourself, but Almighty God will
give you power. Unbelief will cause
you not to believe it. Friend, God
gave man enough wisdom to make
an airplane that can fly in the sky.
He can do all things. God has the
power to give you the strength to
live holy. Truly converted people
are humble. They say, "I am what I
am by the grace of God, not because
of myself."
Some preachers teach people
that once they are saved, they will
always be saved, no matter how far
they drift from God. The devil loves
it when people believe that. The
Apostle Paul warned in 1 Corinthians 10:12, "Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall." Why would he have said
that if a person could never fall? If
you fall, you will lose your soul if
you do not repent. This is serious!
Your soul is at stake. The Gospel
will save your soul. We are vitally
interested in your getting saved.
God can turn you into a brand-new
person. Then you will handle things
differently than you did before you
were saved. You will talk differently
and act differently.
You can go to work a brand-new
person. When people see you coming to work, do they say, "Oh, here
comes old Mr. Grouch"? They do not
know you have become a new person. They think you are the same
until you say, "Good morning." They
expected you to say what you have
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been saying for months: "Yeah,
what's so good about it?" You might
shock them a little, but they will
say, "What happened to him over
the weekend? He's not himself."
Then you can have the wonderful
privilege of telling them that you
got saved. Do not be afraid to say
you got saved, because sin was
out to destroy you and now you are
free.
God never intended for churches
to become like social clubs, but today people have made church a
place to play games, to meet others,
to play bingo, and to joke around.
People are full of church jokes, and
they are going to laugh themselves
right into hell. My friend, do not
allow pride to keep you from serving God. Do not let your boyfriend
or girlfriend hold you back.
One young woman came to an
altar once, and we pleaded with her

to give her life to God, but she
decided not to because of her boyfriend. Not long afterward, that
same boyfriend locked her in the
bedroom and set the house on fire.
Second Corinthians 5:17 states,
"Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are
become new." When we change,
everything around us changes. God
wants to change you. God is light,
and in Him is no darkness at all.
You need to see the light. I thank
God for the day that I saw the light.
You have tried everything else, why
not surrender to God? Perhaps you
have tried a watered-down religion,
a social club that calls itself a
church. Won't you let God change
you into a new creation? May God
bless you is my prayer.
(Com pact Disc TR-010E)

T he P rice of a S oul
A shilling? A pound? Pray what do you say?
Can that be the price of a soul today?
If that were the price you'd be willing to pay,
Come follow these souls on their downward way.
Here's one with a skin that is dark and black
And he's burdened and fettered and hungry with lack.
He has stumbled and fallen and lives in a shack,
Now, what would you pay to bring this soul back?
Here's one who is red, on a jungle trail,
And his heart despises the face that is pale,
But eternal night will be filled with his wail
And you hold the price of his soul if you fail.
Here's one who is brown and his life is too,
But his soul is a color of deeper hue.
To save him, kind friend, O what will you do?
The price of his soul, perhaps, is with you.
My friend, ask yourself what it's worth to be saved.
Turn the light of the Cross on what you have craved.
Then vision the souls now lying enslaved.
You surely will pray and give till they're saved.
Dean Felker

Many people are perplexed
these days. They are bewildered
about many things. Webster's Dictionary tells us the word perplexed
means "bewildered, confounded,
confused, distracted, embarrassed,
entangled, tormented." These are
some of the things we think of when
a man's mind is perplexed. He is
bewildered. He does not know what
to do.
Many people, even great men,
have faced moments when they
were bewildered, perplexed, tormented, distressed, and did not
know what to do. If you have not
faced that experience, you will face
it.
Paul said a Christian may face
bewilderment and perplexity, but
he is not in despair. He wrote in
2 Corinthians 4:8, "We are perplexed, but not in despair." I looked
up the word despair in the dictionary. It is a tragic word. Despair is
hopelessness, but it is more than
that. A man can be in a hopeless
state and be passive. When a man is
in despair, something terrible has
gotten hold of him. When a man is
in despair, he is drinking from the
dregs of the cup of disillusionment
or utter hopelessness.
Paul said a Christian does not
reach that state. He may be perplexed and bewildered, but he is not

left in despair.
Many times people, with
tears in their eyes and anguish in
their voices, have asked why this
or that had to happen to them.
Some have questioned, "Why
does God deal with me this way?
Why do godless men have good
health when good men are sometimes sick in body?" On and on
the questions go. People are
perplexed.
In 2 Corinthians, Chapter 4,
God gave us some answers. In
essence, He said, "Remember,
you are finite. You are not supposed to understand everything.
You are not God. You are not allwise. You are not infinite. You are a
finite creature with marked limitations. Things that are clear to Me are
not clear to you, but someday you
who see now through a glass darkly
will see face to face."
If you had infinite understanding with this mortal body, you
would die in two minutes. If you
knew the heartaches, the tears, the
future, and knew as God knows, the
knowledge of it would kill your
body. It could not stand up under
the anguish. For a few brief moments, Christ (God) bore the sins of
the world, and He died, not of the
thorns or the nails driven through
His hands, but of a broken heart.
God is merciful, and He drops a
veil across our face many times and
will not let us understand all the
mystifying things of life.
Have you ever looked inside a
radio at all the little wires and gadgets? Did you understand what you
saw? When I have trouble with my
radio, I take it to a man who understands radios. He explains what the
trouble is and I try to act intelligent
and say, "Yes, sir; oh, I see," but I am
mystified and bewildered and do
not know anything about what he is
explaining. All the mechanism inside the radio looks like a tangled

mess to me, but it is not. Everything
follows a pattern. Everything is
needed, and it is not mystifying to
the radio technician who understands it all.
My brother, sister, I am glad
there is a Master Mechanic, a Great
Technician, who knows why things
happen as they do when I say,
"Lord, I can't understand it." I am
not supposed to understand.
When you feel bewildered, do
not feel too discouraged about it.
Many people have been bewildered
at times. Paul was, and Job was; yet
they trusted in the Master Mechanic.
They took their "radio set" to God
and said, "God, I am bewildered."
After a while, God repaired it; He
always does. Sometimes He keeps
the set for three weeks or even six
months, but when He gives it back,
it plays melodies that you have
never heard before.
Let us remember that perplexity
is a good thing for man. If we knew
everything, what would we study
and what would we read? If we
understood the solution to every
problem, what would we pray
about? What would challenge us?
Life would be dull and meaningless.
It is only as you are challenged with
a problem that life becomes fascinating and you determine that you are
going to find the answer. There is a
thrill that goes with meeting and
solving problems, hard problems,
with doing things that cannot be
done. Perplexities make life spicy
and enjoyable.
Look at the man who has gone
through sorrow in the right spirit.
There is a tenderness, a sweetness,
something of refinement about his
spirit and character that other men
covet, but he paid a price for it. He
went through bewildering experiences that he might know it.
Many a man who has gone
through trouble looks back on it
later and says, "That was the happi25

est period of my life because God
was with me in such a special way,
and I proved His promises true."
There is an answer to our
human needs if we take our problems to the right person. In Jeremiah, Chapter 32, we read about
Jeremiah being in prison and Jerusalem being seized by the Babylonian
army. Jeremiah had prophesied and
told the king, "Jerusalem is going to
be destroyed, you are going to be
captured, and the armies are going
to take this place. God has shown it
to me." The king was angry and
threw Jeremiah into prison. Jeremiah knew his life was not worth
two cents. If the king spoke the
word, he would die. It looked like a
pretty dark day to Jeremiah.
Then someone came to Jeremiah
and said: "There is a piece of land I
want you to buy. It belongs to
Judah. It should not go to our enemies. It ought to be redeemed. Will
you give me the money to buy the
land?" Why should Jeremiah buy the
land? Jerusalem was to be destroyed. The Babylonians were
going to take the whole place.
Jeremiah had faith in the future,
for he recorded, "Thus saith the Lord
of hosts, the God of Israel; houses
and fields and vineyards shall be
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possessed again in this land" (verse
15). So Jeremiah bought the land
and paid for it and signed the
papers in legal fashion. He had
witnesses gather around and witness to the sale. Then he gave the
paper to Hanameel and said: "I want
you to record this deed. This must
be done legally. I believe in the
future. Someday these lands will
belong to Judah again and there will
be houses and lands."
Jeremiah was perplexed but not
in despair. He believed in God. So
he bought the land and then he had
a copy of the deed put in an earthen
jar and had that jar buried where it
would not be destroyed so that
when the armies were gone and
Jerusalem was rebuilt, he could dig
up that jar and show the rightful
possessor of that land. Is that not a
wonderful faith? The man who loses
faith loses the joy of living.
"Perplexed, but not in despair."
Suppose everything I have tumbles
about me, like fallen dominoes. My
plans are wrecked, my health is
broken, and all the things that I
trusted in are gone. I am perplexed,
but not in despair, for God is in
Heaven. God is on His throne, and
He is able to make light from out of
the darkness. God is able to speak

the word of power that changes
things.
If you are passing through
perplexity, do not despair. Do not
quit. Believe in God! Paul said, "Cast
not away your confidence which
hath great recompense of reward. Be
faithful and stand still and see the
salvation of the Lord. Do not be
troubled."
Again, 2 Corinthians 4:8 reads,
"We are troubled on every side, yet
not distressed; we are perplexed,
but not in despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed."
Thank God, a man who believes
and waits upon God and says,
"Now, God, You know why these
wires in this broken radio run this
way; I do not understand," will
someday hear the music play and
the joy bells ring again. Someday he
will stand in the congregation and
testify, "God has answered my prayer. God has brought me out of the
night into the light. God has put a
new song in my mouth and new joy
in my heart."
Do not despair. Believe in God.
Selected
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"Keep thy heart with all diligence;
for out of it are the issues of life. "
Proverbs 4:23
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Spring Camp
Meeting
time will soon be here!

June 15-22
We encourage you to attend our old-fashioned
Camp Meeting here at God's Acres.
Two services daily: 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
We have special services for children, youth services, morning
prayer services, inspirational singing, Holy Ghost preaching,
divine healing, and fellowship with the saints.
On the grounds we have a large air-conditioned dining hall that serves
delicious, home cooked meals and fresh baked pies and desserts,
snack stand, dormitories, and so much more. Most important of all,
you will hear anointed men of God preach the Truth.

M ea ls r ea so n ab ly p riced (full-tim e e v an g elists an d p as to rs [w ith sp o u se s]
h alf-p rice). L O D G IN G fr ee-w ill o fferin g b asis.

We welcome everyone!
S en d reserv a tio n s to : B ro th er & S ister D av id L . B u sh
7 2 5 N . C e d a r S t ., N e w a r k , O H 4 3 05 5
C a ll (7 4 0 ) 3 4 5-1 2 1 3
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