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Workers Too Numerous to Mention

T H E C H U R C H O F G O D B E LIE V E S IN :
A personal God (John 4:24)
A divine Christ (John 1:1, 14)
An infallibly inspired Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
Salvation from sin (Matt. 1:21)
The new birth (John 3:3, 5-7
A holy life (Luke 1:73-75; Titus 2:12)
Sanctification (1 Thess. 5:23)
Unity of God's people (John 17:21, Eph. 4)
Divine, physical healing (James 5:14-16)
The ordinances (Matt. 28:19-20; John 13;
1 Cor. 11:23, 34)
Eternal life (Matt. 25:46; Mark 9:43)
The Trinity (1 John 5:7, 8)

S O M E S P IR IT U A L F A C T S
P E R T A IN IN G T O T H E C H U R C H
Jesus organized it (Matt. 16:18)
On a good foundation (Eph. 2:20; I Cor. 3:11)
Christ governs it (Eph. 1:22-23; Isa. 9:6)
God admits members (I Cor. 12:13-18)
Sin puts you out of it (Rom. 11:22; Ex. 32:33)
The saved only are members (John 15:2-6)
Membership is offered to all (Rev. 22:17)
Final rewards (Rev. 20:12-15; 21:3-4; 22:14)
Bible name of the Church (Acts 20:28;
Gal. 1:13; John 17:11)

We reserve the right to edit and/or decline any material
for any reason. Not responsible for unsolicited articles or
items.

CONTENTS
T h e T ru e V alu e of S alvation . . . . . . . .
"K now ing the T error of the Lord , W e
P ers uade M en". . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
E s pec ially for Young P eople.. . . . . . .
B eing H indered. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
H ow L on g W ill G od W ait? . . . . . . . . .
G od W orks f or Y ou r G ood . . . . . . . . .

..... 3
.
.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.
.

Vol. 38 January 2008 No. 1
2

. 8
14
16
21
26

"But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen."
2 Peter 3:18

S piritual G row th
Spiritual growth is extremely vital
to every Christian. Increasing in the
knowledge of the Lord is necessary to
develop spiritual maturity. This enables the Christian to be a more useful
vessel to the Lord and His kingdom.
The more one knows about the Lord,
His Word, and His way, the better
equipped he or she will be to overcome the battles of life. The Apostle
Paul admonished the Colossians to
walk worthily and to be fruitful. Peter,
in his writings, instructed all to grow
in grace and knowledge. God's plan for
each of His children is to grow,
mature, and become more firmly
established in the things of God.
Spiritual maturity is accomplished
through various means, and one such
way is through faithfully enduring tests
and trials. It is very important for
God's people to look at these divine
interruptions in the right way. Never
are trials sent to destroy souls, but
rather to build them up and to enhance
their usefulness for God. The old
saying is, "One can shout when on the
mountaintop, but real growth comes
when in the valley." It is through the
valley experiences that God helps the
best in men and women to come forth.
Humanity always desires the easy way,
but the hard places cause one to pray,
to dig, to search, and to draw closer to
the Master. Each soul is compared to a
diamond in the rough. One's true beauty and luster do not shine until he or
she has been cut, shaped, and polished
on God's refining wheel.

God permits hard trials and
difficult circumstances to come across
one's pathway to prove the individual's
experience, to see if it is genuine. This
process certainly proves the fidelity
and loyalty of the one being tested.
God often chooses to shine the light of
the Gospel to the lost world through
His children by sending them a trial.
Adversity demonstrates the grace and
the strength of God working in His
child to the onlooker. People often
witness God's power and ability to
work through that one who is fully
trusting in Him for help and deliverance. God only knows the number of
souls who have been redeemed because
of the faithfulness of one who endured
severe trials and came forth victoriously.
Another means of spiritual growth
is by pruning a person through the
Word of God. Jesus said in John 15:2,
"Every branch in me that beareth not
fruit he taketh away: and every branch
that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it
may bring forth more fruit." Purging
brings about a separation: that which
is not good is taken away so the good
that remains may bring forth fruit more
bountifully. The Word of God is sent
to uncover and expose anything that
may be working in the lives of His
children that is not beneficial to them
or to the Lord. That which is proving
to be a hindrance to spiritual growth
must be cut off and destroyed.
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Psalm 3:1 LORD, how are they
increased that trouble me! many are
they that rise up against me.
2 Many there be which say of my
soul, There is no help for him in God.
Selah.
3 But thou, O LORD, art a shield for
me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine

head.
4 I cried unto the LORD with my
voice, and he heard me out of his holy
hill. Selah.
5 I laid me down and slept; I
awaked; for the LORD sustained me.
6 I will not be afraid of ten
thousands of people, that have set them-

selves against me round about.
7 Arise, O L ORD; save me, O my
God: for thou hast smitten all mine
enemies upon the cheek bone; thou hast
broken the teeth of the ungodly.
8 Salvation belongeth unto the
LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people.
Selah.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Trading Salvation for
a Meager Price
I want to focus on the first part of
verse 8 in our Scripture text, which
says, "Salvation belongeth unto the
LORD." I do not know if people truly
realize the value of salvation. It started with the Lord, it continues with
the Lord, and its future is with the
Lord. Salvation is often made light of.
Many times those who possess it are
made fun of, mocked, and scorned.
We know that all who live godly in
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution,
and sometimes they are slandered.
This has always been the case since
salvation came to man from
Almighty God. Salvation has great
value, and in many instances those
who possess it are unaware of its true
value. Many people look at valuables
from a dollars-and-cents perspective,
but you cannot put a price tag on
salvation.
You can read of people in the
Bible who became careless with their
salvation and traded it for a meager
price. Cain allowed jealousy, hatred,
and murder to cause him to be a
fugitive and a vagabond in the earth.
King Saul allowed rebellion and stubbornness to be his downfall. Esau

traded his birthright for some pottage. Solomon allowed strange
women to lead him into idolatry.
Judas sold his Savior for thirty pieces
of silver. Demas left the fellowship
having loved this present world.
These are just a few examples of
those who did not comprehend the
value of what they possessed.
Jesus expressed the value of a
soul in Matthew 16:26 when He said,
"For what is a man profited, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul? or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?" Consider the cost of human redemption.
John 3:16 reads, "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." Think of that! God
gave His only begotten Son! Peter
wrote in 1 Peter 1:19, "But with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot."
It is impossible for us to fully
comprehend the true value of salvation. A man who is rich can estimate
his wealth. If you plan a trip, you can
estimate the mileage and calculate
the cost of the trip, and you can project the date of arrival and the date of
return. We can estimate the value of

so many things such as cars, houses,
and land. However, when it comes to
estimating the value of salvation, we
cannot even come close.
If people really knew its value,
then perhaps they would not be so
quick to give up serving God when
they encounter trials and persecution.
They would not flirt with temptation
and mess around with things that
could rob them of salvation if they
really knew its value.
The Unsearchable Riches
In 1 Kings 10:1-10 you can read
about the Queen of Arabia visiting
Solomon: "And when the queen of
Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon
concerning the name of the LORD, she
came to prove him with hard questions. And she came to Jerusalem
with a very great train, with camels
that bare spices, and very much gold,
and precious stones: and when she
was come to Solomon, she communed
with him of all that was in her heart.
"And Solomon told her all her
questions: there was not any thing hid
from the king, which he told her not.
And when the queen of Sheba had
seen all Solomon’s wisdom, and the
house that he had built, And the meat
3

of his table, and the sitting of his
servants, and the attendance of his
ministers, and their apparel, and his
cupbearers, and his ascent by which
he went up unto the house of the
LORD; there was no more spirit in
her.
"And she said to the king, It was
a true report that I heard in mine
own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the
words, until I came, and mine eyes
had seen it: and, behold, the half was
not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I
heard. Happy are thy men, happy are
these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy
wisdom.
"Blessed be the LORD thy God,
which delighted in thee, to set thee
on the throne of Israel: because the
LORD loved Israel for ever, therefore
made he thee king, to do judgment
and justice. And she gave the king an
hundred and twenty talents of gold
[that equated to about three and onehalf million dollars], and of spices
very great store, and precious stones:
there came no more such abundance
of spices as these which the queen of
Sheba gave to king Solomon."
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:910: "But as it is written, Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for
them that love him. But God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit:
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea,
the deep things of God."
What makes this salvation so
valuable? It is what we possess that
makes it so valuable. Paul said in
Ephesians 3:8, "Unto me, who am less
than the least of all saints, is this
grace given, that I should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ." If you possess salvation, you possess the greatest gift that
could ever be presented to you in this
life. If you have salvation, you should
not give it up. If you are unsaved,
you should not be so quick to turn
salvation down and walk away from
it. You should never mock, slander,
or persecute the church. Salvation is
the greatest gift ever afforded man4

kind. The word unsearchable means
"untraceable, past finding out."
Riches of Christ
Paul wrote about these
unsearchable riches. In Romans 2:4
he stated, "Or despisest thou the
riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing
that the goodness of God leadeth
thee to repentance?" He mentioned
God's goodness, forbearance, and
long-suffering. These attributes are
unsearchable riches that belong to
salvation. We know these portray
Christ's attitude toward us. God is
good to us and he is long-suffering
and forbearing with us. We are to be
like Christ. We ought to be long-suffering and forbearing toward others.
Salvation will help you to be good to
people.
Paul said in Romans 9:23, "And
that he might make known the riches
of his glory on the vessels of mercy,
which he had afore prepared unto
glory." He was speaking of the glory
that comes with salvation. This is a
glorious salvation! He provides us
with an abundance of grace. The
grace of God comes to those who lose
a loved one. They do not know how
it comes, but they know it comes
from God. God gives strength and
grace right in the time of need. Paul
spoke of the riches of His grace in
Ephesians 1:6-7 when he penned: "To
the praise of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made us accepted in
the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace."
God is so kind and gentle. We
read in Ephesians 2:7, "That in the
ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his
kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus." There is joy in salvation. We
read in 1 Peter 1:8, "Whom having
not seen, ye love; in whom, though
now ye see him not, yet believing, ye
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full
of glory."
There is peace in salvation. I
thank God for peace in the time of
trouble. We read in Philippians 4:7,

"And the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus." Thank God, in Christ you do
not have to go to bed and wake up
with a gnawing conscience. That is
worth something! Friend, you do not
have to go to bed feeling guilty and
wake up with the same guilt and face
it throughout the day. You can have
peace with God. The peace of God
passes all understanding.
You may understand much doctrine concerning the church and be
able to quote many Bible verses and
yet not have peace. Someone who
cannot even quote a Scripture could
walk in off the street and give his
heart to God and get the peace of God
in his heart, and then pass up all the
understanding you have, because
what is all that understanding if you
do not have peace?
The peace of God passes all
understanding. You no longer have to
be troubled in your soul because of
sin. Salvation can rid you of your
guilt. You can lie down and get a
good night's sleep. What is the value
of salvation to us? In the Evening Light
Hymnal you will find a song entitled
"It Satisfies My Soul." Salvation satisfies the soul and makes life worth
living. It gives life a purpose. You
have a reason to live and get up each
day! You have a purpose in life that
keeps you out of sin, and it keeps sin
out of you.
Salvation has more value than the
habits of life. Some people hang on
to tobacco, but salvation is worth
more than that! Salvation is more
valuable than habits of life and worldly attractions. It is far better than going to the movies. A movie is over in
a couple of hours or so, but salvation
will last you a lifetime and right on
into eternity. You can enjoy it because
it is reality. It has more value than the
lusts of the flesh. All those lusts are
temporary, but the Word of God will
endure forever.
Being More Than a Conqueror
Through Christ
How did Paul, Peter, and other
disciples value their salvation? Let us

look in the Word of God to see how
Paul valued it. Was Paul ready to
give up serving God over the trouble
he had? If he had, he would have
been defeated right away, because he
had nothing but trouble. You can
read in the Acts of the Apostles about
some of the trouble that the Apostle
Paul endured, as well as some of the
trouble the other Apostles suffered.
In Romans 8:35-39 Paul said:
"Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword [he
mentioned some strong trials]? As it
is written, For thy sake we are killed
all the day long; we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us
[not just conquerors, but more than
conquerors].
"For I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord." What a testimony! Here
we can see how much Paul valued
salvation. He was not about to let any
power, temptation, persecution, trial,
peril, or anything else separate him
from Christ.
Look at some of the things the
Apostle Paul suffered. Second Corinthians 11:23-26 reads: "Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I
am more; in labours more abundant,
in stripes above measure, in prisons
more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the
Jews five times received I forty
stripes save one [in other words, it
was thirty-nine stripes; they did not
want to overdo it, so they always
gave thirty-nine stripes]. Thrice was
I beaten with rods, once was I stoned,
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night
and a day I have been in the deep; In
journeyings often, in perils of waters,
in perils of robbers, in perils by mine
own countrymen, in perils by the
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils
in the wilderness, in perils in the sea,
in perils among false brethren."
One time I asked Brother Emer-

son Wilson, "Which one of those
perils do you think was the worst?"
He said, "Without a doubt it was
the perils among false brethren."
Verses 27-30 continue: "In weariness and painfulness, in watchings
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, in cold and nakedness. Beside
those things that are without, that
which cometh upon me daily, the
care of all the churches. Who is weak,
and I am not weak? who is offended,
and I burn not? If I must needs glory,
I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities."
Paul valued his salvation so
much that all those perils that came
against him could not cause him to
trade off that which he possessed.
Today people are so quick to give up
serving God. Sometimes it does not
take much to cause people to get
offended and give up in the race.
Dear one, if you truly understand the
value of salvation, you will not give
up serving God.
Why People Give Up Serving God
Often people give up serving
God because they feel they can get
along as long as they feel well, have a
good job, have money in the bank,
and things go well for them. The only
time they need God is when they
have sickness, financial ruin, or marital problems ; then they want God to
come to their rescue. They want Him
to heal them, put their home back
together, or give them a good job.
What do you do with God when you
suffer adversities? How did you treat
God when you had a good home,
when you had money in your pocket,
or when you were feeling well?
The Apostles were willing to lay
down their lives rather than to give
up their salvation. Consider the martyrs. They were ready to go to the
stake and die for what they believed
rather than to recant and burn incense. They were ready to die for the
cause of Christ. Today many people
are so spoiled that they are not willing to suffer anything, yet they still
want God. I am not speaking of everybody. Thank God, there are people who will not turn from what God

has given them. It cost Heaven's best
for what you and I enjoy. God gave
His only begotten Son, Who took on
the likeness of flesh, just as you and I
have. He was tempted in all points as
we are. He whipped the devil for you
and me. He did it all for us, but many
people are quick to toss their salvation away.
The Apostles greatly valued their
salvation. Jesus told the disciples in
Acts 1:8, "But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth." The word
witness actually means "martyr," and
they all were martyrs with the exception of one, and that was John, who
lived longer than any of the other
Apostles, and wrote the Book of Revelation. He was given the Revelation,
and then he went back to Ephesus to
preach during the time of apostasy,
which is a falling away from Truth.
If you will read First, Second, and
Third John, you will see that he took
them right back to the message that
they had heard from the beginning,
and he talked to them about having
love for the brethren. He did that
because one of the first things that
diminishes when people go into apostasy is, they start turning on one another. They pick one another apart
and sever from one another and form
little groups, or cliques. Then one
group talks about the other group,
and they fuss and fight. These are
earmarks of people defecting from the
Truth.
When iniquity abounds, the love
of many waxes cold. There is nothing
more difficult to preach in than an
apostasy. I repeat, the Apostles valued their salvation more than their
own lives. The Apostle Paul was not
about to give up his salvation or stop
preaching the Gospel. He would rather have taken a beating first. Paul
suffered perils in water, perils among
his own countrymen, and perils
among false brethren, yet he stayed
true to God.
The Danger of Hardening
Your Heart
How will you value salvation in
the future? What would you do if you
5

were told that you had only a few
hours to live? What would you think
about salvation then? If the doctor
were to say, "I'm sorry, but you don't
have much longer to live, maybe a
day or a week at the most," what
would your attitude be toward salvation then? You know what you
would think about it, but you need to
watch out, because the devil will
work at that time too. If you turn
God down too many times, the devil
will work to the place where you
cannot even believe God. You could
be in such bad shape that your body
would be numb with medication, to
the degree that you could not even
think straight, and you would have
to rely on someone else's prayer.
Hebrews 9:26-28 states: "For then
must he often have suffered since the
foundation of the world: but now
once in the end of the world hath he
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment: So Christ was
once offered to bear the sins of many;
and unto them that look for him shall
he appear the second time without
sin unto salvation."
At the Judgment, how will you
value salvation? Second Corinthians
5:10 says, "For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ;
that every one may receive the things
done in his body, according to that he
hath done, whether it be good or
bad." You will harden your heart if
you turn down salvation. Often during an altar call, many children go to
the altar. Why is that? Their consciences are tender, and the slightest
nudge of God's Holy Spirit moves
them. Maybe they disobeyed or told
something that was not true or did
not read the Bible and pray as they
knew they ought.
If you keep turning down the call
of God and His Word, you are in
danger of hardening your heart. Do
you remember reading about how
Pharaoh hardened his heart? His
heart got so hard that, even after he
saw miracle after miracle and said he
was going to change, he never did.
Finally, he let the Hebrews leave
Egypt, but after they left, he changed
his mind and pursued them. What
happened to Pharaoh and his army?
6

They all drowned in the sea.
You should not get careless with
your salvation or become sloppy in
living for God. You should not get to
the place where you do not even read
the Bible or pray, yet it does not even
bother you. Do you miss one or two
days or even a week, yet it does not
bother you? You do not want to get
to that place. If you fail to read the
Bible and pray, you should want God
to trouble you. You need to talk to
God before you go out into the
world. What if you were to face
strong temptation on the day you
failed to pray and read the Bible?
You would want God right there to
deliver you. Just because you are
young, you should not think that
God has to stand back and give you
time to do your thing before you
settle down and serve Him. God
does not have to let you sow your
wild oats and then come back to Him
when you are ready to settle down.
He is not obligated to wait until you
are ready to settle down to serve
Him.
God is God, and we have an
appointment sometime on God's
calendar. Some individuals go into
eternity sooner than others. Some die
as babies, some die as children, some
die as young adults, some die as
middle-aged adults, and others live
to old age; nevertheless, all of us are
going to die and go into eternity. We
have no assurance that we are going
to live to be seventy years of age. It
pays to be ready. It pays to value
your salvation in a great way. What
value do you place on your salvation?
Seek First the Kingdom of God
You ought to value salvation
more highly than freedom. You see,
some people are afraid that salvation
locks them in. They think, "I won't be
able to do this or that; I won't be able
to go here or there." They fail to understand that God changes a person.
After one gets saved, he is not the
same person that he was when he
thought those things. God changes
the spirit on the inside; He changes
the heart, and with those changes

will come a change in desires and
passions, a change in entertainment,
and a change in where one wants to
go. That person will have the mind of
Christ. The sin is gone! That person
becomes just what the Bible says, and
that is "a new creature."
Many people battled thoughts
such as those that I mentioned before
they were saved. There are some
things that you know you definitely
cannot do after you get saved, but
when you get saved, such a radical
change takes place that you do not
want to do the things that you did
before. Also, you do not want to hurt
God anymore. You still have the
choice to do evil, but you want to do
that which is right. You want to
please God, and you are happy and
joyful when you are pleasing God.
Often when people consider serving God, all they can think of is what
they would not be able to do. What
about what you can do? There is nothing like going to the house of God and
feeling the presence of God in the
services. If you are saved, you need to
work really hard to keep your salvation. Do not let circumstances of life
discourage you. Everyone has trials.
You may suffer financial troubles or
illness or other things, but do not give
up. Look at what Job endured. He
suffered financial disaster, loss of
family, and affliction. Any one of
those things could tempt someone to
turn back, but Job said, "The LORD
gave, and the LORD hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the LORD" (Job
1:21). Some like to read about the
beginning of Job, but I like to read
about the latter end of Job, to read
about what all Job gained for staying
true to God.
When you are tested, if what you
have is not real, you will not be able
to stand. There are enough things out
there to test you. The devil has many
snares. In every age people have been
tested and tempted. The devil will use
many things to tempt you.
You must get direction from the
Holy Spirit and the Word of God. You
should not allow anything or anyone
to separate you from what you know
is right. You need to stick with what
is right. There is much seeking going

on in the world, but Jesus said to
seek first the Kingdom of God. You
need to put the true value on your
soul and not on the things of the
world. If you will seek first the Kingdom of God and do the things that
are the work of the kingdom, you
will not be sorry.
Beware of the Cares of Life
I repeat, salvation for all mankind cost Heaven's best and it should
never be taken lightly. Salvation is
the most valuable asset that you will
ever possess in this life. It is so valuable that you should never let go of it.
The devil will try to trick you out of
it. He will use necessary things to try
to make you think those things are
more valuable than serving God.
Jesus said this in Luke 21:34-36:
"And take heed to yourselves, lest at
any time your hearts be overcharged
with surfeiting, and drunkenness,
and cares of this life, and so that day
come upon you unawares. For as a
snare shall it come on all them that
dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Watch ye therefore, and pray always,
that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things that shall come
to pass, and to stand before the Son
of man." The word overcharged simply
means "overloaded" or "an excessive
load."
We possess in our souls that
which the angels know nothing
about. First Peter 1:3-12: "Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are
kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
"Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if need be,
ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: That the trial of your
faith, being much more precious than
of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the

appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom
having not seen, ye love; in whom,
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the
end of your faith, even the salvation
of your souls.
"Of which salvation the prophets
have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them
did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow. Unto whom
it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister
the things, which are now reported
unto you by them that have preached
the gospel unto you with the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven; which
things the angels desire to look into."
In your possession is a soul that
God has entrusted to you to choose
which path your soul is going to
follow. When your soul leaves your
body, it will all be over. God wants
you to choose wisely the path you
want your soul to go. He wants you
to choose the right way, the good
way. What you do is your choice, but
dear one, if you want to see the inside of Heaven, you must go the way
that is laid out for you in the Word of
God. Salvation is the greatest gift you
will ever be offered. Its worth is
priceless; it cannot be measured in
dollars and cents. You can reject it,
but it is the only thing that will bring
you out of sin.
Divine Deliverance
Salvation denotes deliverance
and preservation. In Exodus, Chapter
14, we have a picture of Israel of old
being delivered out of Egypt. They
left Egypt with the Egyptians breathing down their backs, and in front of
them lay an impossibility, and the
people were fearful. In essence, they
said, "It would have been better for
us to have served the Egyptians than
to die in this wilderness." In Exodus
14:13-14 you can read that Moses
said to the people: "Fear ye not, stand
still, and see the salvation of the

LORD [salvation is something you can
see], which he will show to you to
day: for the Egyptians whom ye have
seen to day, ye shall see them again
no more for ever. The LORD shall fight
for you, and ye shall hold your
peace."
Except God had delivered the
Hebrew children, they would not
have escaped. God told Moses to lift
up the rod and stretch his hand over
the sea. It still takes the rod, which is
symbolic of the Word of God, to bring
deliverance. In Revelation, Chapter
11, you can read that it is the rod that
measures the temple. David said in
Psalm 23:4, "Thy rod and thy staff
they comfort me." Micah 6:9 says,
"The LORD'S voice crieth unto the city,
and the man of wisdom shall see thy
name: hear ye the rod, and who hath
appointed it."
What did the Lord tell Moses? He
told him to stretch out the rod over
the sea and divide it; then the children of Israel could go on dry ground
through the midst of the sea. Symbolically speaking, do you know what is
in the sea? Nothing but trouble and
the things of sin are in the sea. You
can go right through the midst of it
when you obey the Word, when the
rod is lifted up.
When you believe God's Word
and do accordingly, He will save you;
then you will possess the greatest gift
ever given to mankind, and that is
salvation. If you are saved, how do
you value your salvation? If you have
it, do not let it go. If you do not have
it, do not turn down the greatest gift
ever offered mankind. As you travel
down the highway of life, the day is
going to come when you are going to
meet something that you cannot get
through, something that will take
more than human wisdom, and you
are going to need God. It is far better
to have Him before you meet the
obstacle rather than to meet the obstacle and then try to get hold of Him. It
is worth it to have Christ in your soul
now.
(Com pact D isc TR-171M )
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2 Corinthians 5:9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made
manifest in your consciences.

Brother Leamon Whitehead
Stop and Consider Where
Your Way Is Leading You
I want to help you to see that the
Word of God is true. What God has
spoken will come to pass. The portion of time that He has allowed you
is passing by swiftly. The things that
you ought to think upon and stop
and give attention to are the very
things the devil does not want you to
dwell upon. He wants to keep you in
the fast lane of life so that you will
not be able to consider them. That is
one trick of the enemy in this age.
The spirit of the world gets men
and women drunk on the wine of the
8

world, and then they do not know
what is going on about them. They
do not know the shortness of the
time, but Paul said in verse 11 of our
Scripture text, "Knowing therefore
the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men." The judgments of God are
sure, so I want to persuade you to
be a Christian and to live for God all
the days of your life and to be ready
when He calls for you. Too many
people live in a world of fantasy,
and they are sailing on, lifted up by
the spirit of the devil. They think life
here is going to last eternally.
I often think about Moses. Hebrews 11:24-26 reads: "By faith Mo-

ses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to
suffer affliction with the people of
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of
sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt: for he had
respect unto the recompense of the
reward." Moses had a choice to
make, so he took a good look at the
situation. That is what I want you to
do. Just stop long enough to consider
your way to see where it is going to
lead you unless you turn to God.
Moses had a decision to make.
You can read in the Book of Exodus

how he was taken to Pharaoh's house
and raised as one of the Egyptians.
As far as the world would say, he
had it made, but he was missing
something. There was something that
he was unhappy about and that
caused him to be dissatisfied. He
knew he was not dwelling among his
own people. He was not where God
wanted him to be. The Bible says that
he chose "rather to suffer affliction
with the people of God, than to enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a season." I
say, take the whole world, but give
me Jesus; give me the things of God,
because they satisfy my soul. It is the
milk and honey that my soul desires!
Sinner friend, the devil does not
want you to stop and consider these
things. He wants to take you down
the fast lane of life. This old world is
moving at a terrible pace. For example, you may travel through a big city
when the traffic is heavy, and the
other drivers are pushing you right
on. If you do not know where you
are going, you might lose your way
because you are traveling along so
fast that you cannot find out exactly
where you are and where you should
be. That is what the devil is doing to
young people and lost souls. He gets
them tied up with the things of the
world, and they go headstrong and
headlong at a fast speed. The devil
does not want them to stop and consider their ways and consider where
their ways are leading them.
The Coming Day of Judgment
If you are a saint of God, you
should know the terror of the Lord.
You know that awful, impending
judgment is just ahead. It will happen just as the Bible says, and that is
the reason we are trying to persuade
men. That is what the Apostle Paul
was doing when he was talking to
King Agrippa. Agrippa said to Paul,
"Almost thou persuadest me to be a
Christian" (Acts 26:28). Dear one, I
pray that you will not be almost persuaded, but that you will be altogether persuaded in your heart that
you need to get off this world's
merry-go-round that is turning so
fast and get right with God. The Lord
is making an exit whereby you can
get off. You can get out of the world

of fantasy and come back to reality.
You have only a short time in this
present world.
I want to bring some thoughts
to you from God's Word to establish
the fact that the Judgment will come
in the end. My friend, you need to
consider that. You need to realize
that for all your deeds and actions,
for the very life you live, God will
bring you into judgment one of
these days. The devil does not want
you to think about that. Oh, may
God help me to convey the message
so that you can see that the devil has
caused you to become drunk on the
spirit of this old world, sinner
friend; therefore, you cannot really
think as you ought to think.
Many people are caught up in
the spirit of the age. The devil cannot wait to lure away precious
young souls who have been brought
up in Sunday school and in good
Christian homes. The devil has so
many things that he uses to get hold
of them. He will put the fads of the
world before them, and he will entice them to seek after everything
but the things of God. So quickly, he
takes an innocent life and blackens it
with the things of this old world. He
uses drugs and alcohol and many
other things to mar that life and that
innocent-looking face.
Dear one, the devil is just waiting to mar your life and ruin your
character. He is waiting just around
the corner. Oh, may God help you
to consider this. The devil will tie
you up and cause you to get
wrapped up in everything but the
things of God. He wants to tie up
your mind.
The devil does not want you to
give your attention to God's Word
and heed the message. He does not
want you to really think seriously
and get sober in your mind so that
you might be able to consider your
ways and see what is out ahead of
you. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:10,
"For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in
his body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad."
Hebrews 9:27 reads, "And as it
is appointed unto men once to die,
but after this the judgment." The

Lord shed His blood at Calvary. He
has already done a perfect work so
that every precious soul on the face
of the earth could be saved, but they
are not saved because they have
turned away from God and turned to
their own ways. The enemy has them
drunk on the spirit of this old world,
and they are going headlong down
the road of time, heading for eternal
judgment.
God Will Bring Every
Work Into Judgment
Ecclesiastes 11:9 says, "Rejoice, O
young man, in thy youth; and let thy
heart cheer thee in the days of thy
youth, and walk in the ways of thine
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes:
but know thou, that for all these
things God will bring thee into judgment." My friend, the devil has men
and women bound in the clutches of
sin. He has them shackled, and only
the power of God can break those
shackles and unloosen the chains.
God alone is able to open the
prison door and let you go free, but
the devil does not want to let you go.
Unless you cry out to Him for mercy
and let the Spirit of God work in
your heart and life, He will not be
able to open the prison door for you.
There is power in the blood of Jesus.
He wants to save you, and He will
save you right now if you will cry out
to Him for mercy. You do not have to
wait. He is passing by. You can read
in Mark 10:47 that when the blind
man cried out and said, "Jesus, thou
Son of David, have mercy on me,"
Jesus stopped the procession and
healed his blind eyes. He wants to
heal your soul, my friend, and give
you this precious life-giving substance that will set you free.
Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes
12:13-14: "Let us hear the conclusion
of the whole matter: Fear God, and
keep his commandments: for this is
the whole duty of man. For God shall
bring every work into judgment, with
every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil." Precious
friend, there is going to be a Judgment when this thing is all over. The
devil does not want you to believe
that. He wants you to scoff at it and
make fun and go right on, but there
9

will be a Judgment.
You do not have to wait until the
end to know that God's promised
Judgment will come just as He has
said it will. In the antediluvian
world, God said that man was so
wicked that He was going to destroy
man whom He had created. He said
He was going to send a flood and
take away life from every man, but
"Noah found grace in the eyes of the
Lord" (Genesis 6:8). You need to fear
God, and you need to pass the time
of your sojourning here in fear. We
are here for only a little while, and
then we will be gone. The devil will
work to cause you to waste your life
and to spend your life in sin.
Open Your Heart to Him
Before It Is Too Late
I got saved when I was fifteen
years of age. I am so glad the Lord
had mercy on me then. I am so
thankful that He called me when He
did, because the devil was already
planning to take me down the road of
sin. I can look back and see how the
enemy began to take hold of my life.
The devil will get you in the fast lane,
and you will begin to live it up with
the crowd, maybe on alcohol and
other things. You do not realize the
danger that is all around you, and the
devil does not want you to be aware
of it. He just wants you to live it up
and have a big time. My friend,
knowing the terror of the Lord, I
want to persuade you, by the help of
God, to open your heart's door and
let Jesus come into your life before it
is too late.
I am not proud of this, but I just
want to show you how the enemy
works. I remember one time when I
was out drinking, and on the way
back home the fellow behind the
wheel was driving the car recklessly.
I was not too drunk to realize how he
was driving, and a terrible fear came
over my heart and life because I was
afraid he was going to wreck the car
and kill me.
I was fearful that I would go out
into eternity, and I knew that I was
not prepared to meet God. The devil
does not want you to think on those
things. He wants you to live it up
through life; that is the reason he
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keeps you so busy. He will keep
your mind all wrapped up in the
things of this old world. He does
not want you to get away where it is
peaceful and quiet and really think
about your life, think about what
you are doing, and think about what
is happening to you.
The devil does not want you to
read this message. He does not like
to be uncovered. He is the one that
has you drunk on the wine of the
world and wrapped up in the things
of the world. Unless you can get
hold of yourself by the help of God
and take the exit that God is making
for you, you are going to be lost
eternally!
You need to get an experience
with God. You can dig down and
get all the rubbish out of the way
and really get on the Rock, Christ
Jesus. You need to get everything
settled in your heart and mind. My
friend, you can dig right down and
get an experience with God that will
last you from now until you leave
this world. You do not have to be
up and down in your Christian experience. You can get the goods and
press your way right on, and then
one day you will hear Him say,
"Well done, My good and faithful
servant."
Do Not Allow Satan to
Captivate Your Mind
The devil does not want you to
get saved. He does not even want
the saint of God to read this message. He will work this way and
that way to try to distract you. He is
an enemy, and he does not get too
alarmed because you choose to go
to a church service, but whenever
you really shut out everything else
and begin to heed the message and
let it sink down into your heart, you
will find that the devil does not like
that. He will try to get your mind on
what you are planning to do tomorrow or what you have done today.
He does not like it when the Word
of God reaches the heart and captivates the mind.
I thank God for His convicting
power. I have seen Him move on
precious hearts who, for a while,
did not seem too interested, but

God settled them right down, and the
Holy Spirit began to work on them.
The devil will do everything he can
to keep that from happening. You
need to turn to God while there is yet
time and opportunity. Life is uncertain, but death is sure. The devil has
geared everything he has to lure your
attention toward the things of the
world.
Precious soul, do not stroll
through life and allow the devil to
captivate your mind and get you
carried away with this and that. So
many young people are caught up in
the spirit of the world, and they go
along as though they have a lease on
life and everything is fine. Sometimes
tragedy strikes and slows them down
and breaks them up for a little while,
but unless they get to God, they go
right back to the sinful things. My
friend, there is only one cure for that,
and that is to hear the Gospel, believe
it, receive it into your heart and life,
and let it transform you.
Oh, if men and women would
stop long enough to really consider
the things of God and consider their
ways, they would get saved, but the
devil has them in the fast lane. He is
taking them down the stream of time
swiftly. I trust that you will allow
God to write His Word upon your
heart and mind.
The devil wants to get our children involved with the wrong crowd.
We have to watch our children all the
time so that they do not get involved
with the wrong crowd and the wrong
influences at school. The devil is
working in every way he can to get
them caught up in the things of this
old world and to get their minds on
things that are of no real profit. We
read in the Book of Ecclesiastes that
Solomon said to remember your
Creator, or the Lord, in your youth.
Young person, you need to get right
with God before the evil days come,
before you mar your life and ruin
your character.
The Best Way to Live
In Acts, Chapter 24, you can read
that the Apostle Paul spent the last
few years of his life in prison, or at
least in bonds, but he got a chance to
testify and tell people what God had

done for him. He never ceased to try
to win men and women to God and
tell them the best way to live. The
Judgment is just ahead of us. The
Bible lets you know that, beyond a
shadow of a doubt. You can read in
John 8:24 that Jesus told the Jews in
His day, "I said therefore unto you,
that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye
believe not that I am he, ye shall die
in your sins." The people of God
know the terror of the Lord. We
know that one of these days, the day
of mercy will be over and the Day of
Judgment will be at hand, without
mercy. That is the reason we try to
persuade men.
As the Apostle Paul talked to
Festus and witnessed to him about
what God had done for him, Festus
said to him, "Paul, thou art beside
thyself; much learning doth make
thee mad" (Acts 26:24). The world
thinks the Christian is mad; but in
reality, we are the only people who
are in our right minds. We are the
only people living lives that are really
worthwhile. We have been cleaned
up from the things of this old world.
Glory be to God! The devil does not
want them to see that. He tells them
how hard it would be. He will tell
you, "The last thing you want to do is
get saved," but that is the first thing
you need to do. Today is the day of
salvation, for tomorrow may be too
late.
King Agrippa was a great man in
authority. He had lots of business to
attend to, but God captivated his
mind that day. Thank God for the
power of God that can reach down
and get hold of souls and shake them
just a little to bring them back to
reality. For just a little while, King
Agrippa was brought back to a life of
reality, and he knew that the things
Paul was speaking of were true. He
did not know much about it, but he
knew this much, that something had
gotten hold of Paul. He knew that
Paul knew what he was talking
about, and for once in his life,
Agrippa felt something moving upon
his inner being.
I would not trade this salvation
for anything. Glory be to God! This is
the best thing this side of Heaven. It
is wonderful to have the glory of God
in your soul and to be cleansed from

the life of sin. Friend, you, too, can
be washed and made holy in the
blood of Jesus Christ. This Christian
life would be the best way to live
even if Heaven did not exist. It is
important for you to get saved, not
only so that you can go to Heaven
but also so that you will not ruin
your life and have to suffer a life of
misery in this old world. This is the
only way you can yield your members to God. Oh, it was wonderful
the day I got saved, but it is even
better now! Now I can rejoice in
Him and praise Him for saving me
and keeping me. How precious He
is!
The Divine Providence of God
King Agrippa listened as Paul
testified to him. God can get your
attention, friend, but He will not
make you serve Him. When He
speaks to your heart, you will know
that you have been touched by God
and brought back to reality. The
Christian life is not a life of fantasy
as the devil tells you it is. Oh, how
he will destroy your character! He
does not want you to live an upright
life. He is interested in your being a
rascal. God wants to straighten up
your life and cause you not to be
ashamed or afraid.
Oh, I am so thankful for what
God has done for me in this life. He
is the One who has made my life
worthwhile. He is the One who has
directed my steps. Now I owe it all
to Him.
King Agrippa knew he had
come in contact with something that
he had never felt before. The divine
providence of God had made it
possible that even a king could hear
the Word of God and be touched by
the Spirit of God, by His convicting
Spirit. Do you remember what King
Agrippa said to Paul? When Paul
was done speaking, King Agrippa
said, "Almost thou persuadest me to
be a Christian." I do not know what
kept him from being fully persuaded. I could speculate in my
mind that maybe he was fearful of
having to give up his position. Perhaps the cost was too much for him.
No doubt, many people today
would become Christians if it were

not for this and that. Precious friend,
you have to come to the place where,
live or die, you are going to go with
God. Whatever the cost, you must
sell out completely and go with God.
The devil is working to get you
so bound by sin that your life is
scarred by the things of this old
world, and then you will feel that it is
impossible for you to get saved, even
if you were to cry out to God. Many
precious souls feel that they have
been too bad for God to save them.
The devil told them when they first
started out in sin: "You don't have to
worry. There's nothing out there to
hurt you. You're just going to have a
good time." Then after they have
been living in sin for a while, he begins to tell them: "God won't save
you if you cry out to Him. You've
been too bad. Your life is too messed
up now. He won't hear you."
Friend, the devil wants to get you
to the place where you lose all confidence in yourself and all confidence
in God being able to save you. The
truth of the matter is, God is listening
for your cry. How do I know? One
day He heard my cry and lifted me
up out of the pit of sin. Glory be to
God! He put a new song in my heart.
He found every one of us in that pit
of sin. We were lost and undone
down in that old miry clay. We were
jewels in the rough, and then Jesus
came along and found us and
cleaned us up.
The Whole Duty of Man
The devil is working to destroy
you, but God is waving the caution
flag to let you know that He has prepared an exit for you. Glory be to
God! I am glad for the day that I left
the ways of the world and got right
with God. I intend to live for Him all
the days of my life. Do not let the
devil take you down any lower,
friend. He has already caused you
enough grief, sorrow, and trouble.
Perhaps you have some scars that
will follow you to the grave. Do not
go with the devil another day. Why
not turn to God? He wants to save
you.
You may ask, "Will God really
save me? Does He love me?" God
loves you so much that He was
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nailed to a tree. Those nails went
through His hands and His feet, and
a sword pierced His side. He gave
His life a ransom on Calvary just for
you and me; that is how much He
loves us. Then He sent me along to
tell you again how much He loves
you. He loves you, and He wants to
see you saved. He made the supreme
sacrifice. We owe God much praise
for what He has done for us! I, too,
was satisfied one day just going
along in sin, but Jesus came and
broke the spell and brought life eternal to me.
There is pleasure in sin, but it is
for only a little season. Do not forget
the Scripture text: "Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men" (verse 11). Persuading
one precious soul to live for Christ is
worth more than everything we
could do in this time world.
When King Agrippa said to Paul,
"Almost thou persuadest me to be a
Christian," Paul said: "I would to
God, that not only thou, but also all
that hear me this day were both almost, and altogether such as I am,
except these bonds" (Acts 26:28-29).
Jesus died for the sins of the
whole world, my friend. He did not
die for just a few. He does not desire
that only a few be saved. You may
ask, "Doesn't the Bible say 'few there
be that find it'?" Yes, but that is not
God's fault. Friend, that happens
because people reject the Word of
God, not because it is unavailable for
everyone.
Satan has blinded people and
caused them to be bound with the
spirit of unbelief. You see, the Gospel
is preached, and as it goes forth, the
Spirit of God slows people down
long enough to bring them back to
reality so they can see that the life of
fantasy they are living is not the real
world. What is the real world? The
real world is the life that men ought
to live. Many people are caught up in
procrastination. They say, "I'm going
to get saved sometime." They are
living in a world of make-believe.
As we read in Ecclesiastes 12:13,
your whole duty is to serve God,
keep His commandments, and be
prepared to meet Him. My friend,
you ought to serve God all the days
of your life, knowing that when this
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life is over, you must give an account of your deeds. Oh, precious
soul, do not be among the countless
numbers of people who have heard
the Gospel and rejected the Lord.
You see, King Agrippa was stirred
and touched in his heart, but something kept him from paying the
price. The enemy would like to hold
you back with something. Why
don't you cut loose from everything
and make your way to God? Let this
be the day that you sell out to God.
God's Mighty Power
I want you to read a little more
concerning another man by the
name of Felix. He was a governor.
Paul was able to testify to some
great men who were in positions of
high authority, and there was something about his testimony that
touched their hearts. He was able to
break through the front and penetrate the hearts of those individuals.
Acts 24:24-25 reads: "And after certain days, when Felix came with his
wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess,
he sent for Paul, and heard him
concerning the faith in Christ. And
as he reasoned of righteousness,
temperance, and judgment to come,
Felix trembled, and answered, Go
thy way for this time; when I have a
convenient season, I will call for
thee."
Felix was a man who desired to
please the Jews, who had made an
accusation against Paul. Look at the
divine providence of God that
brought even a governor in contact
with the Apostle Paul so that he
could hear about Paul's conversion.
Felix heard Paul testify about how
the Lord moved upon him and
struck him down on the Damascus
Road. Then as Paul began to talk to
Felix about the things of God and
faith in Christ, he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come. God laid a finger on
Felix, and he began to tremble. He
was trembling because the words
that Paul spoke to him were true,
and the Spirit of God bore witness;
then conviction seized Felix's heart.
Just as King Agrippa did once in his
life, Felix came face to face with the
Eternal God. The Truth of God's

Word and the testimony of Paul bore
that out.
You can read of other men in the
Scriptures who shook and trembled.
In Acts, Chapter 16, you can read of
the Philippian jailor who was
charged with keeping Paul and Silas
safe. God has a way of getting your
attention. What a miracle God performed that night! At midnight Paul
and Silas prayed and sang praises to
God, and then God shook that old
prison till the doors fell open. The
prison did not fall in, and no one was
hurt or killed. Paul and Silas were in
the inner prison, locked in and fastened in stocks, and the earthquake
shook them loose. When the jailor
was awakened by all the commotion
and saw what had happened, he was
ready to take his own life, but the
Apostle Paul cried out to him, "Do
thyself no harm: for we are all here"
(Acts 16:28). The next verse says,
"Then he called for a light, and
sprang in, and came trembling, and
fell down before Paul and Silas."
Friend, you need to tremble under the mighty power of God and the
testimony of the Word. By the help of
God, I am trying to persuade you so
that you will turn to Christ while you
yet have time and opportunity. Do
not be as the rich young ruler who
came to Jesus to inquire of Him what
he must do to inherit eternal life.
When the Lord told him what he
needed to do, Matthew 19:22 says
that "he went away sorrowful: for he
had great possessions."
Precious friend, would you say
yes to God? Although the Spirit of
God and the presence of God were so
real that day as Paul began to reason
with Felix of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, and
Felix trembled, we do not read that
he ever yielded himself to God. Dear
friend, as you go through life, you
need to remember that somewhere
just out ahead of you is the Judgment. God knows every secret thing,
He knows you even better than you
know yourself.
If you do not turn to God, no one
will be there to plead your case for
you on the Day of Judgment. On the
other hand, if you get right with God
and let your sins go on ahead of you
, Jesus will tell the Father, "This is one

of Mine who accepted Me and My
Word. He [or she] is a part of the
family of God." Will you turn to
God?
Seek the Lord While
He May Be Found
Matthew, Chapter 25, talks about
the Day of Judgment. That day there
will be only two groups of people,
which Jesus likened to sheep and
goats. Which group will you be in,
friend? The choice is yours. Jesus
paid the price on Calvary for your
salvation, but the decision is up to
you. Will you call upon Him while
He is near? Will you give heed to the
Gospel and believe it? When men
and women refuse to heed the call
and do not seek the Lord while He
may be found and while conviction is
upon their hearts, they go out from
His presence and, by and by, they get
away from God.
Felix told Paul to go his way, and
when he had a convenient season, he
would call for him. Maybe you have
entertained the thought, "I don't want
to get saved right now, but one of
these days when I need the pastor, I
will call him and have him come and
pray for me, and everything will be
all right." Where did you get that
idea? Who told you it would work
out that way? You see, that was all
thought up in your own mind.
Felix was a governor, and the
Jews were looking to him to pass
severe judgment on Paul, but he
trembled under the power of God
when Paul testified before him. In
essence he said: "Paul, we'll put it off
for a few days. When I find a convenient time, I'll call for you." I repeat,
we have no record that he ever found
a convenient time, but we do read in
Acts 24:27, "But after two years
Porcius Festus came into Felix' room:
and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a
pleasure, left Paul bound." Felix
loved the praises of men, and he
loved his position.
Maybe you are wondering what
would happen to your friends if you
were to get saved. You may think,
"How could I tell them that I got
saved?" You have come right down
to the testing time, friend, just as old
Felix did. I want to admonish you not

to let anyone or anything stand in
the way of your getting saved. You
need to let go of everything and
give your life to God. Nothing in this
world is worth losing your soul
over.
Sin will take you down. Oh,
how spirits are working on souls
today! The devil likes to use an old
rebellious spirit to get hold of precious young people. Rebellion is
what causes young men to let their
hair grow long like a woman's hair.
That old rebellious spirit gets hold
of people and causes them to be like
the world; they want to be like the
crowd. The same spirit gets hold of
young sisters the same way and
causes them to want to be like the
world, to be like their peers, or their
friends. You must break free from
all of that to serve the Lord, because
when you stand before God, it is
going to be just you and God.
Looking at it in the light of the
Scriptures and in the light of the
message, can you afford to say no to
God? Can you really afford to turn
Him away? I pray that God will
write this down upon your heart
and mind so indelibly that you cannot get away from it. Many precious
souls are just drunk on the spirit of
the world. Satan makes them drunk
on the things of this old world; then
they do not notice anything going
on about them while they are out in
the fast lane of life. They are just
looking forward to another day of
life so that they can enjoy themselves.
Choosing Your Destiny
I have worked around some of
the most wicked men I have ever
seen in my life. I have seen them get
caught up in the spirit of the world
until God and living right were the
furthest thoughts from their minds.
They were just looking for another
day of pleasure. My friend, God is
trying to slow you down long
enough so that you will take time to
consider your ways. You need to
consider where the road is leading
you. Consider the final Judgment in
the end of this life and how it is
going to be.
Only you can surrender your

life to God. No one can do it for you.
Maybe you have looked about you
from time to time and watched the
saints rejoice and thought within
yourself, "If I could live as they do, I
would like to be a Christian." Well, I
want to tell you that you can, friend.
That is just another trick of the enemy to make you think you cannot
live for God, but if you will furnish
the vessel, He will furnish the oil to
go with it. He will furnish the power
to give you victory over self, sin, and
every opposing power of the enemy.
May God help you.
Will you consider these things?
Again, verse 11 of our Scripture text
says, "Knowing therefore the terror
of the Lord, we persuade men." Out
in the religious world, they do a lot
of preaching about the love of God.
He is a kind, loving, merciful God,
but He will not overlook sin or make
room for it. You see, there are two
sides to God. There is the love of God
and there is the wrath of God. Do
you know what puts men on one side
or the other? They do that by their
own choosing. They are deceived by
the pleasures of sin.
In Psalm 23:6 David said, "Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life: and I will
dwell in the house of the LORD for
ever." You must make the choice to
go with God. You can be underneath
the spout where the glory gushes out,
where the love of God and His blessings overtake you. On the other
hand, if you reject God, you will fall
under the wrath of God and His
severe judgments by your own
choosing. May God bless you. He
wants to save you, friend. His ear is
open to your call. Won't you cry out
to Him?
(Cassette C-2056E)

It is better to be
with Christ in the
storm than in smooth
water without Him.
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The House God Made
From a Fiddle

I know of a Sunday school that
was started in the cellar of a vacant
barn in the mountains of North
Carolina. When it rained, the children
would have to raise their crude
benches on a large rock to keep their
feet out of the water. No rain ever kept
them at home.
Sunday after Sunday, they trudged
over the steep mountain paths to listen
to the beautiful stories that Sister
Jennie was sure to tell them and to see
the bright pictures on the chart. She
had told them of how God loved all
children and that one way to work for
Him and please Him was to help Him
take care of them. She had taught them
the verse, "It is more blessed to give
than to receive."
Not far from the vacant barn stood
a small orphanage, and Sister Jennie
told the children that perhaps they
could help to feed the fatherless, motherless little ones there; so a certain day
was appointed for them to bring
anything they could for the orphanage
basket.
"Now, what verse did we have last
Sunday?" the teacher had asked, and
little Delia Ann had repeated slowly
and shyly, "In-as-much-as–you did it
to-to one of my brothers-you did it to
me."
"That was almost exactly right,
Delia Ann. Now, who can tell us what
it means?"
"I kin," said Joe. "It means when a
fellow gives something to another
'cause he belongs to God, why-er-why,
God thinks as it's as good's if he had
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given it to Him, <cause He loves both a
lot."
"Well, then, we must remember
that when we give our things to these
children, it is giving to God, and He
will be glad to have even the least little
thing you can bring."
The great Sunday afternoon came,
bringing every child with a bundle all
ready for the big basket—"God's
basket" they called it.
"I brung three cabbages," said Billy
proudly. "What did yo-uns bring?"
"I've got a half-peck of Irish taters,"
shouted Jim.
"They kin have enough corn for
once," said Emma, as she displayed the
contents of her basket on her arm.
One by one, the children told what
the curiously shaped packages and
little baskets contained—all except
little Delia Ann, the shabbiest one of
them all. She stood apart from the
others, looking on with great gray eyes
filled with tears, which finally
overflowed, while the hand which
clasped her tiny bundle was hidden
behind her.
"Now, Delia Ann, show yer hand,
quick," said Jim.
The tears fell faster, and the child
made no reply until Sister Jennie
turned to her with a smile.
"I-I ain't got nothin' but-but-one
tater I saved yestiddy, Sister Jennie.
Dad wouldn't give me nothin', but I
didn't eat my tater so's I could give
God that," she sobbed.
Sister Jennie's eyes were wet as she
put her arms around the child.

"God thinks you have brought
a great deal, Delia Ann, because
you have given Him what you
wanted yourself. Now, let us put
everything in the basket, and then
we will take it over to Mrs. Bailey
for the children."
They were crowding eagerly
around the basket when a familiar
sound caused Sister Jennie to look
up with a smile of welcome.
The newcomer dragged
himself slowly along. He was a
man of about thirty-five years, but
his face wore the expression of a
child of twelve. He was partly
paralyzed and could use only one
hand, with which he whittled
small toys out of soft pine. Now
he carried under one arm a small
fiddle he had made—his most
cherished possession.
He fixed his childlike eyes on
the basket in the midst of the eager
children.
"What is that for?" he asked.
"We are having such a nice
time, Mr. Rafe," answered Sister
Jennie. "We are going to help God
take care of His children at the
orphanage. We have all brought
something for them to eat, and we
are going to take the basket over
soon."
"It is like giving it to God;
Sister Jennie said so," said Delia
Ann shyly.
"Are you, sure 'nought?"
"Yes, Mr. Rafe, God counts it
all for Him."

"Wisht I had somethin'," said the
cripple, wistfully.
"Never mind. You can help next
time," said the teacher, with her smile.
Mr. Rafe looked on quietly for a
few minutes, while the children filled
the basket; then his eyes brightened.
"Sister Jennie," he said, eagerly,
"did you say as how God could do
anything?"
"Yes, anything that He sees is best
to do."
"Could He make a house out of a
fiddle?"

"Yes, I think He could," answered
Sister Jennie, without hesitation.
"Well, then. I'm goin' to give Him
my fiddle, and I want Him to make a
house out of it for poor crippled boys
like me." Limping slowly forward, he
laid his beloved fiddle on the top of the
pile of vegetables.
The heavy basket was proudly
carried by the children in turn and
gladly received and heartily enjoyed
by those at the little orphanage. But
what became of the fiddle?
Sister Jennie gained possession of

it the next day and told its story to
a minister in Asheville. He used it
in a sermon, at the close of which
$300 was collected for a home for
crippled boys.
After awhile a little house was
built among the mountains—the
house God made from a fiddle.
Selected

M ay This Be Your Aim
in All You Say and Do
When you think, when you speak, when you read,
when you write,
When you sing, when you walk, when you seek for delight—
To be kept from all evil at home and abroad,
Live always as under the "eye of the Lord."
Whatever you think, both in joy and woe,
Think nothing you would not like Jesus to know.
Whatever you say, in a whisper or clear,
Say nothing you would not like Jesus to hear.
Whatever you read, though the page may allure,
Read nothing of which you are not perfectly sure
Guilt at once would be seen in your look
If God should say, solemnly, "Show Me that book!"
Whatever you write, in haste or with heed,
Write nothing you would not like Jesus to read.
Whatever you sing, in the midst of your glees,
Sing nothing that God's listening ear could displease.
Wherever you go, never go where you fear
God's question being asked you, "What doest thou here?"
Whatever the pastime in which you engage,
For the cheering of youth or the solace of age
Turn away from each pleasure you'd shrink from pursuing
Were God to look down and say, "What are you doing?"
Selected
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Galatians 5:7 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?
8 This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.
9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.

Brother Allen Polston
Beware of Satan's
Stumbling Blocks
In this portion of the Galatian
letter, the writer was reproving his
audience, to some degree, because of
their unwillingness to be faithful and
consistent in their Christian walk.
Many people in this day are as those
Galatians because they have been
hindered. It is not that they did not
have the ability or the resources to be
solid saints of God, but they have
allowed things to hinder them.
Some people allow their families
to hinder them. Often when it is time
to gather for worship, some family
members will come by for a visit. If
the devil knows he can send someone
or something along to hinder you, he
will do it as often as he can. He does
not want you to gather with the
saints for the worship services. He
does not want you to get your soul
fed. There is so much more involved
in attending the worship services
than your own personal welfare.
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There is also the welfare of other
saints in the body of Christ. Just as
the hand comes in handy to the rest
of the body, so do the feet.Satan is
hindering many people in this day. It
is not so much that people do not
have the ability or the understanding
to stand against him. They have
heard messages concerning the importance of church attendance and
the danger of neglecting or forsaking
the assembling of themselves. They
have received the information, yet
they allow things to hinder them as
they walk with God.
The people to whom Paul was
writing in the Book of Galatians had
gotten off to a good start, but they
failed to maintain that same status.
Christian friend, just because you got
started on the right track and are
heading in the right direction is no
indication that the devil will let you
go unchallenged. He is going to
tempt you and throw some stumbling blocks in your path. He will
attempt to hinder you in every way

he can.
Someone may go to an altar of
prayer and then make a profession,
but if that individual immediately
turns back to the beggarly elements
of the world, that person might not
have really prayed through. In some
cases people hold on to things that
the Lord has shown them they ought
to lay aside, yet they failed to do so.
However, I do not believe that was
the case with the people in our Scripture lesson, because Paul said they
had run well. Had they never prayed
through to begin with, Paul would
not have told them that they had
done well. Those Galatian people
had started well; in other words, they
had met the Bible conditions for salvation. All you have to do to get off
on a good start with God is to meet
the Bible conditions to be saved. You
must turn from all sin, or wrong, and
believe in Jesus Christ. When you do
as the Bible has instructed you to do,
you can begin your walk with God.
The devil will try to complicate

salvation and make it seem impossible. Many times he causes people not
to be able to see themselves living the
Christian life. When Paul wrote to the
people of Corinth, they could not
imagine themselves not being under
the Law. They could not see that
which was going to be abolished.
Thank God, when we put our faith in
Him, He can change our lives and
empower us.
When you give your heart to the
Lord, a change will take place. You
may not understand how some
things are going to work out or how
you can live so differently, but He
will work it out. He will give you the
power you need to be an overcomer.
Nicodemus came to Jesus by
night, and he did not understand this
thing of being born again. Jesus let
Nicodemus know that if he was
born again, he would see and understand the kingdom, or the church.
Today some people cannot seem to
grasp how they can get their lives
cleaned up and how their speech can
change. When a person is born again,
he will start talking right. He will no
longer curse and use foul language.
The old spirit of bitterness, running
people down, and gossiping will be
gone from his life.
People who have never experienced salvation cannot imagine how
these things can come to pass. They
cannot understand how someone can
lay down the cigarettes, the alcohol,
and other sinful habits. Friend, if you
turn everything over to God, He will
give you the power; then you will see
how these things can happen.
Running This Race With Victory
The Galatian people had gotten
started on the right foot, because
Paul said they did run well. In
Galatians 3:3 he said, "Are you so
foolish? having begun in the Spirit,
are ye now made perfect in the
flesh?" Again, he verified that the
Galatian people had started the way
they were supposed to. They had
started in the Spirit of God. They had
gotten right with God, but something
began to hinder them.
In Galatians 1:6 Paul said, "I
marvel that ye are so soon removed

from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another gospel."
How could a person be removed
from Him if he were never with
Him? The fact of the matter is, the
Galatian people had gotten started
right and were heading in the right
direction, but after they had been on
the way for some time, something
began to hinder them.
Many people have allowed
hindrances to affect them. Some
people really want to do right and
would like to go to Heaven. They
really would like to have the beautiful life that holiness brings, but they
allow things to exist in their lives that
hinder them. Again, in Galatians 3:1
Paul said, "O foolish Galatians, who
hath bewitched you. . . ?" In other
words, he was asking them, "Who
has tricked you?" The devil is in the
tricking business. He puts hindrances
before us to hinder our spiritual
progress.
Now, sometimes people enjoy
playing tricks on others and enjoy
having fun, and there is no harm in
that. However, the devil's tricks can
cause you to lose your soul. In
Galatians 3:1 the entire verse reads,
"O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus
Christ hath been evidently set forth,
crucified among you?" In this verse
we can see that the people were being
tricked into not going any further
with God.
We all must face things that the
devil lays out to hinder us. Even so,
the Christian life is a beautiful way
to live. It is wonderful to have the
peace of God, to walk with Him, to
have the ability to live clean and
righteously, and not to carry guilt
and condemnation. It is a joy to live
for God!
Paul likened the Christian life to
running a race. I probably would not
do very well in a literal race, but God
can enable each of us to be good
runners in this Christian race. He can
give us the ability if we are willing
and obedient. Isaiah said we could
eat the good of the land if we were
willing and obedient. We can run this
race with victory. God will help us.

Press Toward the Mark
to Win the Prize
Paul said in Philippians 3:14, "I
press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus." There is some pressing that
we must do in this race. We have to
be willing to go very strongly against
the pressures that we come against.
We face things and have confrontations that are not easy. When things
become difficult, some people are
ready to give up.
If you were to give up so easily
with everything else in your life, you
would have nothing. You would not
have a marriage, you would not have
a family, you would not have a job,
and you would not have many possessions. In everything you do, you
will face trials and difficulties. Even
in the best marriage, the husband and
the wife sometimes see things differently. Sometimes you might be off in
your thinking, and other times your
spouse might be. Difficult things
happen in life, but you must press on
and work your way through. Difficulties will come in one form or another. Again, Paul said in Philippians
3:14, "I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus." Sometimes it seems as
if there are long extended periods of
time when you have to press and
really work at things that you are
facing along this Christian way, but a
prize is waiting, and it will be worth
running for.
It would make no sense to enter
a race if you really were not going to
run to win. I realize that people enter
marathons and do it just to say they
have done it or to raise money for a
cause; however, if you were really
competing, you would try to be the
winner. It would not do much good
to get in a race and lob along. You
would want to press toward the
mark to win the prize. You would
want to put your heart into running
that race successfully.
In 1 Corinthians 9:24 the Apostle
Paul said, "Know ye not that they
which run in a race run all, but one
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye
may obtain." There is a reason to run
and put great effort into this Chris17

tian living. You should not expect to
get saved and then just hang out or
to fall into complacency. You must
put forth much effort.
Maintaining Your Salvation
Sometimes you have to bring the
flesh under. It is not always easy to
roll out of bed Sunday morning and
go to the house of worship. It is not
always convenient to pick up your
Bible and read. Sometimes it seems
as though you have no time to read
the Bible at all, but you must take the
time. If you let the devil work on you
in that way, he will cause you to
neglect to read the Bible the whole
week. Sometimes you may become so
occupied with the cares of life that
spending time in prayer seems next
to impossible, but you must lay aside
those things in order to maintain
your salvation.
You have to put forth effort to
take time to be holy. You have to run
so that you may obtain. Hebrews 12:1
says, "Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth
so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before
us." You have to get into this race
and put your heart, your energy, and
your effort into it.
People are being hindered because they are not really getting into
serving God as they ought. They get
saved, but when it is time for the next
service, where are they? Their attendance and participation in the work
of God is spotty. You ought to go to
the house of worship every time
there is an opportunity. If at all possible, you ought to be there for each
service. You may say, "Oh, but I had
to do this" or "I had to go to WalMart." Wal-Mart is open twenty-four
hours, so you could go after the service or go the next day. You need to
put your all into running this race. It
would not do much good to go
around the world participating in
races if, when the shot was fired, you
just poked along.
In Indianapolis, Indiana, in May
when the shot goes off and the Indianapolis 500 race begins, those race
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car drivers put the pedal to the metal.
I am sure they practice all year long
to prepare for that race. Early in the
month of May or in late April, the
officials open the track and drivers
start running that track to get ready.
They put their all into it. They get
businesses to sponsor them and support them financially so that they can
buy the things they need, such as
tires and other components. Then
when the day comes to run the race,
they do not have to get out of the
race if they should have a flat tire.
Time is running out. You need to
get into this race and put your heart
into it. Again, 1 Corinthians 9:24
states, "Know ye not that they which
run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may
obtain." Paul compared living for
God to a race simply to illustrate how
much effort we need to put into serving God. In a normal race there is
only one grand prize winner. That
will be the one who has really put
himself into it and who has not allowed little things to hinder him. In
this Christian race, one must be an
active participant and let God help
him go forward.
Encouraging One Another
We are not to compete against
one another in this race. We are to
cheer one another on. May God help
those who think they are in this to
outdo someone else. May God help
you if you have that kind of spirit
and attitude. We are to cheer one
another on, to encourage one another, and to let our brothers and
sisters know they can make it
through their trials. May God help
us. We need to support one another.
Luke, Chapter 5, speaks about
the time when the disciples had been
fishing all night and had not caught
any fish, so they were ready to give
up. They went to the shore, but Jesus
came on the scene and gave them a
little instruction and encouragement.
They went back out, and when they
lowered their nets, their nets were so
full that they were about ready to
break.
Luke 5:7 states, "And they beckoned unto their partners, which were

in the other ship, that they should
come and help them. And they came
and filled both the ships, so that they
began to sink." I thought about how
beautiful it is when congregations
work together and help each other so
that they can progress in the great
work of God. We are to cheer one
another on and encourage one another. We can do that through a card,
a telephone call, a pat on the back, a
handshake, or some other way. We
should help one another to go on for
God. That is my desire. Is it yours?
The Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 6:12, "For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places." We are not to fight
one another, but we are to help one
another and work together.
When brethren begin to try to
outdo one another and try to compete, that is a terrible condition, and
it causes many other problems. Jealousy is a terrible thing, and God witnessed to me that a little root of bitterness causes many to be defiled.
We have to watch and guard against
these things. When it comes to involvement in the church, there
should be no competition among us.
No one should try to compete to be
the best singer, the best preacher, or
the best this or that.
We all should do our very best
for God, to lift God up, not to put
someone else down. When people
put others down, there is an effort to
lift someone up. Sometimes the only
way a person can get exalted is to put
everybody else down, but that is not
God's way. God said the way up is
down. If you will humble yourself in
the sight of the Lord, He will lift you
up.
Do Not Lose Your Vision
Psalm 119:11 says, "Thy word
have I hid in mine heart, that I might
not sin against thee." He was not
saying that you are to hide the Word
to where it does not have any effect
on your life. He was not saying that
you should put it in a remote location
so that no one knows it is a part of

you. He was saying that you need to
keep it in a safe, secure place where
the devil cannot find it and take it
away, because he is your enemy.
One song says, "Oh, I praise Him
for the strength He daily gives me, I am
running now to gain that heav'nly prize;
Soon with joy I'll reach the goal of life
immortal, And go sweeping through the
gates of paradise." Dear one, you need
to put forth effort to run this race
successfully. People are being hindered because they are not resigned
to reality.
If you make room for even a little
folly, you will be opening yourself up
to more than you realize. Sin works
as an intoxicating agent. Many times
an intoxicating agent does not hit you
quickly. Often it works very slowly,
and then before you know it, your
vision is blurred and you cannot see
things clearly. Many people have
gotten messed up and can no longer
see the church or the things of God
clearly. They can no longer see the
Truth because they have allowed
hindrances to work until they have
lost their vision.
One of the first things the
Philistines did to Samson when they
took him into bondage was put out
his eyes. The devil wants to hinder
you by taking away your vision. If
you allow something little to work in
your life, it will grow until it destroys
your chances of making Heaven your
home. You must be cautious.
Song of Solomon 2:15 says, "Take
us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil
the vines. . . ." It is easier for the devil
to convince someone to do something
that they consider to be little or minor, but what they do not realize is
that it opens the door to much more.
You must be careful about things that
you know are hindrances to you,
things that will interfere with your
spirituality. They almost always lead
to much more. If you have allowed
something to hinder you, if you will
be honest, you will have to acknowledge that most likely what started
little led to more than what you intended. That is the way the devil
works. He comes around with something small and begins internal erosion until he has worked a very negative work.

Take Time to Pray
In our Scripture text in verse 7
we read, "Ye did run well; who did
hinder you that ye should not obey
the truth?" The Truth is wonderful. In
John 14:6 Jesus said, "I am the way,
the truth, and the life." Jesus is the
Truth, and the Word is Truth. The
Truth is something that you should
love, because if you fail to love God's
Truth, you could be turned over to a
reprobate mind.
You should be careful that you
do not spend so much time on other
things or get so distracted by other
things that your love for Truth begins
to be affected. Let me illustrate it this
way. When a man and a woman love
each other so much that they are
ready to forsake all others and get
married, their days of flirting and
calling on others are over. I do not
believe anyone would have a problem agreeing with that, because they
know the danger of it. If one were to
go down that path,
even if that person really loved his or
her companion, that love could be
interfered with. Sometimes individuals flirt around, and then a relationship develops and goes further than
they intended. The next thing they
know, the marriages of those involved have been destroyed and
their futures have been altered in
major ways. A husband should not
go to work and take female coworkers out to lunch in private or spend
time alone with them someplace.
That is absolutely uncalled for. Likewise, the wife must guard against
doing such things.
You may ask, "What does that
have to do with what you are preaching on?" I was illustrating that, just as
your love for your companion can be
affected if you allow certain things to
take place, so it is when it comes to
loving God. You can spend so much
time with the things of this world
that, if you are not careful, it will cool
off your love for God. The Word that
you used to love to sit down and
read and study will not have much
appeal anymore. Something else will
take up your attention.
The time you spend in prayer is a
positive thing; prayer is profitable.

Oh, how we all need to be a praying
people. Prayer changes things, and
prayer pleases God. The Bible instructs and commands us to pray. If
it was necessary for Jesus to pray,
you had better believe that we need
to pray! If Paul and Peter and other
brethren had to pray, you had better
believe that we need to pray. You
will never make it to Heaven if you
neglect your prayer life. Things cannot be accomplished for the cause of
God without prayer.
Obeying the Truth
Truth is something that God has
called for the church to uphold.
Someone may say, "Well, I just believe the Truth will stand by itself." It
will not if people fail to uphold it. If
the ministry fails to uphold it in the
pulpit and the laity do not uphold it
in the pews, it will disappear. In any
congregation the Truth needs to be
preached, lived, and loved or it will
not last. In 1 Timothy 3:15 Timothy
said the Church of God is "the pillar
and ground of the truth." We have a
responsibility to uphold God's Truth
for the next generation.
Hindrances can cause you not to
obey the Truth. The devil will try to
bring things into your life to cause
the Truth not to go forth. In our
Scripture text, in verse 7, Paul asked
the question, "Ye did run well; who
did hinder you that ye should not
obey the truth?" I thank God for the
Truth. Jesus said in John 8:32, "And
ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free." I thank God for
the freedom and the liberty to serve
God as He created us to do. It is
through the Truth that we can live
exactly as God intended His human
creation to live. The Truth is wonderful! Much can be said about the
Truth. For example, there is the Truth
about the church, the Truth about
attending the house of worship, the
Truth about the standard, the Truth
about the government of the church.
Many things concerning the Truth
could be expounded upon.
According to the Galatian letter,
some people were hindered or
tricked into not obeying the Truth.
Was this caused by friends? Friends
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sometimes have a great deal of persuasion with their peers. Sometimes
the devil gets people to look at others, and it has a negative influence
upon them. Has a family member, a
coworker, or another person hindered you from obeying the Truth?
Someone may say to you: "That
person? I don't know about him. He
is not saved; I think he's a hypocrite."
One old expression is, "I would rather go to the service with a hypocrite
than to go to hell with him." You
should not let other people hinder
you or hold you back. It will not
work to your good. People have lost
their souls because they have allowed
others who were not right with God
to hinder them. Do not allow that to
happen to you.
Again, Galatians 3:1 reads, "O
foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus
Christ hath been evidently set forth,
crucified among you?" Paul told the
Galatian people that they were being
foolish, because they had seen Jesus
Christ set forth. In other words, they
knew the Truth, yet they allowed
people to hinder them and trick
them, which caused them not to obey
the Truth.
"Be Not Deceived"
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:33,
"Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners." The
people to whom Paul was speaking
had witnessed the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ. They had actually seen
Him after He had been crucified and
was walking around, visiting and
talking with the disciples. However,
some had come along and begun to
say there was no Resurrection.
Evil communication caused the
people to be affected. It had caused
them to start questioning the Truth
and to start thinking differently.
Friend, do not be deceived. Evil communications will corrupt good manners. You should not listen to things
that are negative, that work against
your spirituality, that work against
God and God's man, and that work
against a true congregation. You
cannot sit and listen to those things
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and not be affected. That is what Paul
was saying. Do not think that somehow you will be an exception.
In the 1940's or the 1950's a news
agency on the television came up
with a big story that America was
being attacked by aliens. It was actually a hoax, but they said that we had
been attacked and that aliens were
taking over. They did everything
possible to make it sound convincing,
and the effects of it were terrible
because people believed it and began
to react accordingly. Because of the
fear and the terrible reactions, they
quickly retracted the story and said it
was a joke. I said that to illustrate
how our minds are affected by what
we hear.
I say again, evil communications
corrupt good manners. If people are
running down other brethren and
other members of the congregation
and working against congregations, it
will corrupt people. It will cause
people to change their feelings. You
may say, "Well, I don't think such
things would have much impact
upon me." That is a deception, and
that is exactly why Paul said not to
be deceived along these lines.
When a company has an advertiser communicating an idea, the
company wants you to buy that
product. Every aspect of that advertisement is taken into consideration,
such as the color of the clothing, the
weather, the surroundings, the background, and the music. They want to
communicate to your mind that their
product is what you need. Companies pay millions of dollars to convey
their messages. It must be effective
because they do it year after year.
Evil communications corrupt
good manners. Sometimes your own
family members will not believe the
Bible. They may be entangled in false
religion and speak against the things
of God. If they do, you should not
listen to them. The Scripture says not
to give place to the devil. You must
resist the devil and submit yourself
to God. You must be careful, because
you can be hindered and tricked into
disobeying the Truth.

Is Something Hindering Your
Spiritual Progress?
The folks to whom Paul was
writing in 1 Corinthians 15:33,
though they had seen it with their
own eyes, had begun to disbelieve in
the Resurrection because of evil communications. Peter said in 2 Peter 2:2,
"And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the
way of truth shall be evil spoken of."
You must be careful that you do not
let people hinder you. A little wayward living can very easily turn into
much wayward living. I am sure that
many, if they could go back, would
have never given in even a little.
Galatians 5:8 says, "This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth
you." God is very merciful to call you
to be saved and to call you if you
have allowed things to hinder you in
your experience. God is merciful and
faithful to let you know when you
have been allowing things to hinder
you or when you have not been
wholeheartedly engaged in His service. I thank God for a faithful, loving
Creator who will call upon us to take
care of things that are not helping us
to prosper spiritually, as an individual, as a congregation, or as a family.
Whenever God calls you, that is
the time to respond. In fact, you can
only be saved upon getting a call
from God. It is dangerous to delay
doing business with God, because the
only time you can do business with
Him is when He calls you. It is very
dangerous to wait until life is fleeting, because then there may be so
many things on a person's mind that
he cannot even think about a call
from God. You need to answer God
when He calls. If He shows you that
something is hindering you or shows
you that something is standing in the
way of your spiritual progress, you
need to get rid of it. If He shows you
that you are not really involved the
way you should be, you need to get
down to business and answer God's
call. You must give your whole heart
to Him and let Him take full control.
If you do, you will never be sorry.
(Cassette C-5682E)

1 Peter 3:20 Which sometime were
disobedient, when once the longsuffering
of God waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was a preparing, wherein few,
that is, eight souls were saved by water.
21 The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but
the answer of a good conscience toward

God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
22 Who is gone into heaven, and is
on the right hand of God; angels and
authorities and powers being made
subject unto him.
2 Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the
angels that sinned, but cast them down
to hell, and delivered them into chains of
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

5 And spared not the old world, but
saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher
of righteousness, bringing in the flood
upon the world of the ungodly;
6 And turning the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrha into ashes condemned
them with an overthrow, making them
an ensample unto those that after should
live ungodly.

"Surely I come
quickly."
R e v e la tio n 2 2 :2 0

Brother Larry Dishman
The Long-Suffering of God
We read in verse 20 of our Scripture text that "the longsuffering of
God waited in the days of Noah." I
believe one reason that the Lord Jesus Christ has not returned and
brought an end to this world and the
sin and ungodliness going on in our
world is that the long-suffering of
God is waiting. Just as the longsuffering of God waited in Noah's
day, the long-suffering of God is
waiting in this day. However, I wonder, how long will God wait?
We read in our Scripture text in
2 Peter 2:4 that God spared not the
angels that sinned. Peter was speaking of some Old Testament prophets
who had sinned. Next, he spoke of
those in Noah's day and Lot's day.
He said that God made them

ensamples to those who should afterward live ungodly.
Sinner friend, the people in
Noah's day and Lot's day are for an
example to you. They are examples
to anyone who should live ungodly,
because a principle has been established in God's Word, which is that
God hates sin. He will not tolerate
sin. If God's patience wore out with
the people in Noah's day and with
the people of Sodom and Gomorrah,
I believe that God's patience will
soon be worn out with America's
ungodliness. America is on a downhill toboggan slide toward hell.
Psalm 9:17 says, "The wicked
shall be turned into hell, and all the
nations that forget God." I thank God
that I live in America. I would rather
live here than in any other country in
this world. I thank God for the liberty

and the freedom that we have to
worship and serve God, but our nation is on the way down. If a nation
sows sin, it will reap sin, and our
nation has sown sin. In general, our
nation has forgotten God and has
turned to humanism. Sin is growing
by leaps and bounds, and judgment
is going to strike America.
God will not let America get by
with the sin and the ungodliness that
is going on. I am glad that I have
been saved by the grace of God and
that I have a hope in the Lord Jesus
Christ. I have something that is sure.
My friend, things are uncertain in
our government and in the world. I
have a hope that is sure and steadfast; it is an anchor to my soul.
Dear one, according to the Word,
God is loving and long-suffering, but
we can also read that His patience
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wore out with people and conditions
that were existing. I believe that
God's patience is getting worn out.
Second Peter 3:9 states, "The Lord is
not slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance." It is not
the will of God that even one soul
should perish. It was not the will of
God that souls perished in the days
of Noah. Also, it was not the will of
God that souls perished in the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah; nevertheless, my friend, when people reject
God, He will not force them to be
saved.
"Choose You This Day"
If you choose the downward
road that leads to destruction, nothing but destruction will be left for
you. Joshua 24:15 says, "Choose you
this day whom ye will serve." When
people become headstrong and
choose not to live for God, He will
allow them to have the desires of
their hearts. He is full of compassion
according to Psalm 86:15, which
reads, "But thou, O Lord, art a God
full of compassion, and gracious,
longsuffering, and plenteous in
mercy and truth."
Ezekiel 33:11 tells us, "As I live,
saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but
that the wicked turn from his way
and live: turn ye, turn ye, from your
evil ways; for why will ye die, O
house of Israel?" Many Scriptures
prove without a doubt that God is
long-suffering, merciful, and loving.
However, I can also take you through
the Word of God and show you time
after time when God gave up on
people. His patience became worn
out, and He brought judgment on
people because of their rejection and
failure to repent and turn to Him.
The same sinful conditions that
were working in Noah's day and in
Lot's day are going on throughout
America today. The very same ungodliness that disturbed God and
stirred His anger and caused Him to
say in Genesis 6:3, "My Spirit shall
not always strive with man" is going
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on in our day. God said in Genesis
6:6, "And it repented the LORD that
he had made man on the earth, and it
grieved him at his heart." The very
things that caused God to repent that
He made man are going on in this
country. People had better awaken,
because God is not going to let this
ungodliness go on forever.
No man knows when the Lord is
coming back, but the Bible tells us in
1 Thessalonians 5:4, "But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day
should overtake you as a thief." We
who are saved and have the light of
God in our hearts are not in darkness
that that day should overtake us as a
thief.
I do not know of a true man of
God who does not believe that we
are living in the last days. Approximately every two thousand years
something has happened and a drastic change has taken place. I believe it
will not be long till Jesus splits the
clouds. I am not looking for signs; I
am listening for the trumpet to
sound. I believe it is going to sound
before too long. Before it sounds, my
friend, if you want to make Heaven
your eternal home, you had better get
saved and walk in all the light that
God gives you. If you do not, you
will not be ready to meet Him.
The Wickedness of Man Is Great
I repeat, the ungodly conditions
that worked in Noah's day are working in our day. You can read a little
about those conditions in Genesis 6:5,
which states that "the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually."
This was the condition that was
working in Noah's day. My friend, it
is not hard to see in our day that the
wickedness of man is great, just as it
was in Noah's day. The very
thoughts and the imaginations of
men's hearts are on evil continually.
If you work among people in the
world, you know that people's
thoughts are on evil continually.
We are living in a day when you
can say something clean, but people's
minds have become so corrupted and
so devoted to evil and ungodliness

that they will make something bad
out of it. The Bible tells us that as it
was in the days of Noah and in the
days of Lot, so shall it be in the days
of the coming of the Son of man.
What are some other things that
happened in the days of Noah? According to Genesis 6:11, the earth was
corrupt. We are living in a world
where the earth has become corrupt.
Verse 12 says, "And God looked
upon the earth, and behold, it was
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted
his way upon the earth." That is happening today. All flesh is corrupting
their way upon the earth. We are
living in a day when people say, "Oh,
this is a disease and a problem." It is
more than a disease and a problem; it
is sin and ungodliness in the sight of
God!
Let me tell you something: God
did not make men with the unnatural
desires that they have today. The
Bible makes it plain in Ecclesiastes
7:29, "Lo, this only have I found, that
God hath made man upright; but
they sought out many inventions."
God still makes men upright, but
they have corrupted their ways. They
have sought out many evil inventions, and God is taking notice. Back
in Noah's day, God looked down and
saw that the world had gotten into
such an ungodly situation and that
sin had grown by leaps and bounds.
After a while, God's patience
wore out, and He said in Genesis 6:7,
"I will destroy man whom I have
created from the face of the earth;
both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for
it repenteth me that I have made
them." God destroyed both man and
beast because all flesh had corrupted
its way. That is an example to those
who should afterward live ungodly.
Sinner, God loves you so much that
He cared enough about you to leave
you some examples. We thank God
for the examples that we have as
Christians and for the types that we
have in the Word of God. He left
examples to the ungodly.
You may say, "I know that I'm
not saved, but I'm a good, moral
person." You will go to the same hell
that the drunks, the drug addicts, the
whoremongers, and the adulterers go

to. You will end up in the same place,
because if you offend the law in one
point, you are guilty of all in God's
sight.
Dear one, being a good, moral
person is not enough to get you to
Heaven. You may be a good, moral
person, you may be good to your
husband or your wife, you may be
good to your children, and you may
be a good citizen; nevertheless, you
must be born again. Being a good
person and having good characteristics about you are not good enough.
Thank God for your good characteristics, but "all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God" (Romans
3:23). Jesus said in Matthew 9:13, "I
am not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance."
Ungodly Lifestyles
What else happened in Noah's
day? Genesis 6:11 tells us, "The earth
also was corrupt before God, and the
earth was filled with violence." Violence had filled the earth. Can you
name one thing that was going on in
Lot's day and Noah's day that is not
going on in America today? I say
again, God is not going to let America get by. God is going to bring judgment on America unless she repents.
It has happened in other countries
because they forsook God.
Why are other countries in the
condition they are in? They forsook
God. God will bless countries that
stay true to Him. He will be to them
what He ought to be. In times past
when countries forsook God and
turned to idolatry, God brought
judgment upon them.
What else was going on in Noah's
day? Genesis 13:13 reads, "But the
men of Sodom were wicked and
sinners before the Lord exceedingly."
Genesis 19:5 says, "And they called
unto Lot, and said unto him, Where
are the men which came in to thee
this night? bring them out unto us,
that we may know them." You know
what this is talking about.
Someone may say, "Oh, you
shouldn't mention such a thing publicly." Well, the Bible speaks about it,
television programs talk about it, and
the newspapers publish articles about

it. Homosexuality is growing by
leaps and bounds, and you would be
surprised if you knew the percentage
of men and women who are involved
in it. God is not pleased with this! It
caused God to destroy the world in
Noah's day, it caused God to destroy
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in
Lot's day, and He is not winking at it
in our day. It is bad enough when it
is in the world, but now people who
profess Christianity admit that they
are that way. Friend, it is sin in God's
sight! It is more than a sickness, more
than a disease, and more than a fault.
You do not need to pray and say,
"Oh, it's a fault that I've got." It is
dirty, rotten, stinking sin! If you have
any kind of tendency to go that way,
you need to be saved. God did not
make men and women that way. God
ordained that a man would be with a
woman and that a woman would be
with a man. He did not make Adam
and Steve; He made Adam and Eve.
God is disturbed about this ungodly lifestyle. Young people are
taken up in this ungodliness that is
going on in our world. Romans 1:27
speaks of it: "And likewise also the
men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one toward another." The women did the
same thing, and it caused God to
bring judgment upon those people.
God is not overlooking this ungodliness today.
Running Out of Time
What else was going on in Noah's
day? The people were marrying and
giving in marriage. The divorce rate
has never been as high as it is today.
God is not pleased with it. I realize
that some people get caught up in
things that they cannot help; nevertheless, God is not pleased with what
is going on in the world.
I want to give you some statistics. In the year of 1870, only one out
of every thirty-two marriages ended
in divorce. In the year of 1880, only
one out of every twenty marriages
ended in divorce. In 1900, only one
out of every twelve marriages ended
in divorce. In 1928, one out of every
six ended in divorce. In 1935, one out
of every five ended in divorce. Today

one out of every two ends in divorce.
Things are getting worse and worse,
just as the Bible says. This ought to
bring fear upon your heart if you are
unsaved.
What hope do you have for the
future if you are unsaved? What are
you expecting to happen? Many people are looking for some things to
happen that have already happened.
They say, "When these things begin
to happen, I am going to get saved."
There are some things in the Book of
Revelation that people are looking
forward to in the future, but they
have already taken place. My friend,
if I were unsaved, I would tremble,
knowing that Christ is soon coming
again. I would heed a message like
this. You can see clearly by the Word
of God that we are living in a day like
Noah's day and Lot's day. Knowing
that should bring fear over your soul
and cause you to do something about
your lost condition.
You may ask, "Why don't more
people get saved?" The god of this
world has blinded their eyes and
caused them to think they have plenty of time in the future to get right
with God, but mark it down, time is
running out. From time to time, people have voiced concerns that our
world is going to run out of oil and
other natural resources, but the most
important thing that we need to consider is that we are running out of
time. The clock has been ticking for a
long time, and we are getting ready
to run out of time. God is from everlasting to everlasting, but He cut out
a little space in eternity and called it
time.
According to the Word of God, it
is not going to be very long till we
run out of time, and we will be going
into eternity. Each of us will spend
eternity in Heaven or in hell. I am
trying to flash a red light of warning
before you to let you know that it is
time to seek the Lord, because time is
running out. Soon it will be everlastingly too late to call upon the Lord.
High Time to Awake Out of Sleep
In Noah's long life, he was faithful in reproving the wickedness of his
day, and he warned the people of the
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judgment that was going to soon
come, but people regarded Noah's
warning the same way they regard
the warnings in this day, thinking,
"We've got plenty of time." People
did not give heed to Noah's message.
The people in that area watched as
Noah and his family worked diligently on the ark, and Noah
preached to them day after day: "You
had better get ready to get into the
ark! A flood is coming! God is sick of
sin! He is sick of the ungodliness that
is going on!"
You would have thought that the
people would have taken Noah's
warning seriously. You would have
thought that the people would have
obeyed the voice of the man of God
and would have done something
about it, but the world was in such a
rebellious condition that they rebelled against God and the man of
God and went on in their sin and
ungodliness. Then one day God shut
the door of the ark, and their only
hope was gone. Friend, God is going
to shut the door of mercy after a
while, and it will be too late to beg
for mercy. Once God shut the door
on the ark, it was too late for those
people to beg for mercy and to seek a
refuge. My friend, soon it is going to
be too late for you to seek refuge in
the Lord. It is soon going to be too
late to seek God.
If you are unsaved, you ought to
come to Him while the door of mercy
is open. The day of grace is still available, but it is only going to be a matter of time and God is going to say,
"It is all over." At the longest, it will
not be long.
Someone may say, "You don't
know that it's the last days." The
Bible says it is. The Bible says in Hebrews 1:2 that God "Hath in these last
days spoken unto us by his Son." The
Hebrew writer called it the last days
nearly two thousand years ago. Ever
since the Day of Pentecost, we have
been in the last days, or the last time
period. God is going to put out the
final call one day, and the last soul is
going to get in; then it will be forever
too late.
No doubt, many people in
Noah's day had good intentions. You,
too, might have good intentions of
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getting right with God. Friend, many
people in hell had good intentions.
They intended to sell out and get on
fire for God. They intended to get
saved, but they waited and procrastinated and hardened their hearts until
it was too late. I want to live every
day as though it will be my last.
Christian friend, you ought to
live every day as if it is your last day.
We do not have time to fool around.
The Apostle Paul said in Romans
13:11, "And that, knowing the time,
that now it is high time to awake out
of sleep: for now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed." If
you intend to do something for God
and get on fire for God, it is high
time that you do it.
Sinner friend, it is time for you to
awake out of your sleep. The devil
has you in a sleeping condition. He
has you in darkness, and you are
blinded to the light of God's Word. It
is time for you to obey the Gospel
and let the light of the glorious Gospel shine into your heart. Oh, may
God help you.
Living in Perilous Times
Since God destroyed the world
for sin in Noah's day, the principle is
settled that God will not let any nation get by with sin. The reason that
people were punished in Noah's day
and in Lot's day was due to their sin.
God disapproved of the crimes for
which they were punished, and He
disapproves of the same crimes in
every age and in every land. The
punishment of one wicked man or of
wicked people always becomes a
warning to others that God hates sin,
leaving them as examples to those
who should afterward live ungodly.
Sinner friend, this Scripture lesson is an example to you. You ought
to take notice and wake up. The example is that God will not let you get
by. The Apostle Peter said in Acts
10:34, "Of a truth I perceive that God
is no respecter of persons." If God
does not bring judgment on America
soon, it would mean that He is a
respecter of persons. If God lets
America continue in sin, that means
God is letting our nation get by with
things that He would not let the peo-

ple of Noah's generation and Lot's
generation get by with.
Do you know what is making
God angrier than anything? It is false
religion. It is doing more damage and
more harm to souls than the world is
doing. The things going on under the
cloak of religion stir God's anger. He
is angry with the wicked every day.
We are living in perilous times. You
can read about these perilous times
in 2 Peter, Chapter 3. Every one of
those things is happening today.
Jeremiah 3:5 says, "Will he [God]
reserve his anger forever? will he
keep it to the end?" God did not reserve His anger forever in Noah's
day, and He did not reserve His anger forever in Lot's day. God's anger
is being reserved right now, but mark
it down, lost sinner friend, He is not
going to reserve His anger forever. I
believe that God's wrath is getting
ready to be revealed from Heaven.
Someone may scoff: "Oh, people
have said that for years. They have
said that the Lord is going to come
for years. My grandpa said that, and
my daddy said that." Yes, the Bible
says in 2 Peter 3:3, "Knowing this
first, that there shall come in the last
days scoffers, walking after their own
lusts." A scoffer says: "Where is the
sign of His coming? Since our fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as they
were." On the contrary, all things are
not continuing as they were. Scoffers
saying "Where is the sign of His coming?" is a sign of the end of time.
How to Escape the Wrath of God
I am glad that I am saved by the
grace of God. I am glad that I can
pillow my head at night and know
that if the Lord Jesus Christ comes
for me sometime in the night, I will
wake up on the other side shouting in
Glory. Praise God!
Friend, you can escape the wrath
of God. Through the Lord Jesus
Christ, you do not have to be lost.
You do not have to go down to that
awful place. I am glad for having
peace in my heart, even knowing that
the world is in such terrible condition. I am thankful that all is well
with my soul, even though I know
that the Lord could come for me or

that He could come to get all His
people.
Many people do not have that
divine assurance. They do not have
the peace of God down in their
hearts, knowing that all is well with
their souls. Psalm 7:11 reads, "God
judgeth the righteous, and God is
angry with the wicked every day."
We hear much today about the love
of God and the long-suffering of
God, but we do not hear much about
the wrath of God. God hates the
workers of iniquity. We do not hear
much about that, but it is still in the
Bible (see Psalm 5:5).
Psalm 76:7 states, "Thou, even
thou, art to be feared: and who may
stand in thy sight when once thou art
angry?" Jeremiah 10:10 reads, "But
the LORD is the true God, he is the
living God, and an everlasting king:
at his wrath the earth shall tremble,
and the nations shall not be able to
abide his indignation."
Jesus was preaching and told
people in Luke 12:56, "Ye hypocrites,
ye can discern the face of the sky and
of the earth; but how is it that ye do
not discern this time?" They could
not discern the signs of the time because they were in darkness. I would
to God that every lost individual
could discern the signs of the time in
which we are living. If you are asleep
spiritually, the devil has blinded you.
He has you in darkness.
If you could discern the signs of
the time, you would not wait any

longer to get saved. You would immediately fall on your face before
God and say, "God, be merciful to me
a sinner!" Jesus is coming quickly. In
Revelation 22:20 Jesus said, "Surely I
come quickly." Are you ready for
Him? Do you know whether or not
you are truly saved? Do you know
that all is well with your soul? Is
something standing in the way of
your facing God with a clear conscience at the Judgment? When the
trumpet sounds, you are going to the
Judgment.
Are You Prepared for Eternity?
Hebrews 9:27 states, "And as it is
appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment." Oh, that
men would be ready for the Judgment. So many people are going on in
their sins and rebelling against the
Spirit of God and rebelling against
the cause of God. My friend, it is only
going to be a matter of time until all
people wake up, but then it will be
too late.
Today one million girls are infected by social diseases. Crime is
increasing four times faster than the
population is, and we have three
times as many criminals as we have
college students. Fifteen million sex
magazines are read monthly. This
pornography is a multibillion-dollar
business in our day. The clouds are
hanging low over America today.
We do not even know the depths

of the sin and ungodliness that are
going on around us. Sin has reached
a peak; it has about taken its toll. It is
time to seek the Lord. Now is the
time to do something about it. Do
you know that you are saved? Do
you know that you are walking in all
the light that God has given you?
Dear one, if you do not know that,
you ought to pray and stay on the
altar until you know that all is well
with your soul. If you knew the Lord
was coming today, would you have
to say, "I'm not ready to face Him"?
Do you love His appearing? Are
you ready to meet Him? Christian
friend, Is everything clear in your
life? Are there things in your life you
would not want to face God with?
The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Timothy
5:24, "Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment;
and some men they follow after."
Every sin that you have not confessed and forsaken will follow you
to the Judgment. The sins that have
you bound, those things that keep
you from having a clean conscience,
if you fail to do something about
them, will follow you to the Judgment. Are you concerned about your
soul? Are you fully ready for the
Judgment? If you have one sin or one
weight, you are not ready for the
Judgment.
(Cassette C-187M )

Who does God's work will get God's pay,
However long may seem the day,
However weary be the way.
He does not pay as others pay,
In gold or land or raiment gay,
In goods that perish and decay.
But God's highest wisdom knows the way:
And that is sure, let come what may,
Who does God's work will get God's pay.
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"We know that all things work
together for good to them that love
God, to them who are called according to his purpose" (Romans 8:28).
These are words of encouragement
that should inspire all Christians.
They help lift the depression of the
persecuted, shed a ray of hope in the
room of the afflicted, and bring sunshine to the shut-in deprived of the
blessings of the outside world. They
teach us that all our experiences,
through the administration of God,
are brought to bear together for our
good.
This is a promise to all who strive
earnestly to obey God. It is not a
promise to those who do not love
and obey God. Neither is it a promise
to those who, because of laziness,
depend on God to work everything
out for them. However, to those who
love God, it is an assurance that
whatever befalls us today or whatever may be awaiting us tomorrow
can be faced with confidence, because God our Father loves us, the
Son of God is interceding for us, and
the Holy Spirit is working in our
midst, all making all things to work
together for our good.
An acquaintance of mine went
into a drugstore with a prescription
to be filled for his daughter. While
the druggist was filling the prescription, he remarked, "If you were to
give this drug, alone, to your daughter, it would kill her." Then as he
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added another drug, he went on,
"This drug will counter the work of
the other one, and the two together
will work for the good of your
daughter." So it is with us. The great
Physician knows just what is best for
us. He knows what we need that will
develop the inner life of the soul.
Therefore, in his infinite wisdom he
permits discouraging experiences to
overtake us along with the encouraging ones in order that the two together may work toward the
strengthening of our faith and the
deepening of our spiritual life.
Jesus once said, "What is a man
profited, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? Or
what shall a man give in exchange for
his soul?" Jesus was teaching us true
values. According to this rule many
of the things we attach great value to
are cheap. The things which are eternal in nature are of greatest value.
Because of our nearsightedness, we
do not always see this, or else we
become forgetful of it, and consequently we become materialistic in
our living and thinking and do not
put first things first. Instead, we put
houses, lands, cattle, and material
possessions first and our spiritual
welfare and Christ and His work
second. Oh, how great and marvelous and merciful are the ways of
God! Such are our thoughts when we
realize that through the administration of God, all things are made to

work toward our correction and the
guiding of our lives aright. In so doing, God enriches our lives and
works toward the development of
our personality. He leads us out of
suburbs of selfish living into the city
of spiritual living and eternal hope.
A young man had a large peach
orchard. He was a Christian and
attended church regularly. One day a
hailstorm beat his peaches to pieces
and tore the branches from the trees.
The young man became indignant
and resentful. He stopped going to
church and ceased praying. His pastor visited him and asked why he
had not attended church lately. The
young fellow replied that he never
intended to attend church again and
that he did not care for God. "Why?"
asked the pastor. "Well," the young
man replied, "A God that does not
care any more for me than to permit
a hailstorm to destroy my peaches is
not worthy of my loyalty. God does
not love me." The minister looked at
him for a moment and then replied,
"Yes, God does love you and care for
you. In fact, He cares more for you
than for your peaches. He was willing to lose the peaches in order to
make a man of you."
God cares more for us than for all
things of this material world. Although at times we cannot understand the dealings of God, we do
know that they are for our good and
that our loving Heavenly Father is

caring for us. Shall we not, then, cast
all our care upon Him instead of
fretting and worrying?
The Apostle Paul did not say, "I
think that all things work together for
good to those who love God," nor
did he say, "I hope that all things
work together for good to those who
love God." No, he said, "We know
that all things work together for good
to them that love God." This is a
proclamation of faith. This is the faith
that is needed today. With the sorrow and unsettled conditions of our
times, we must have that faith. We

need a staying power to hold us fast.
Faith in God will fill this need. It will
enable us to face the future with
boldness and peace of heart and
mind.
One evening while my little
daughter and I were walking down
the street as darkness settled down
over us, my daughter came close to
my side and raised her little hand
toward me, saying, "Daddy, take my
hand. I'm afraid." I reached down
and took her hand in mine. Her fears
immediately fled away. She walked

with me through the darkness with
perfect confidence because her father
was holding her hand.
Today the darkness of doubt,
disappointment, and sorrow might
have enveloped you, and you may be
afraid. As you look toward the future, you may feel that you cannot go
on. Will you not look up to God and
lift up your hand to Him? Let Him
take your hand in His and lead you
through the unknown.

[G uest Editorial— continued from page 2]

seeking God's way. This brings
confusion to the minds of many
precious people in the religious
world. The multitudes do not want
to hear the Truth because it upsets
their beliefs or traditions. Often that
was what got Jesus into trouble in
His day, and it gets people in trouble with others yet today. Spiritual
growth never comes by holding on
to one's own way. Every honest
heart truly is interested in growing
into a more mature state of holiness
and perfection. Faithful men and
women are willing and ready to lay
aside anything the Lord reveals to
them that is of no value to their
relationship with Him. Obedience to
God's Word will result in a walk
worthy of the Lord and will bring
pleasure to Him. It will develop
spiritual growth in every honest
heart.
Another way men and women
can grow spiritually is through
God's chastening. The Lord loves
each one and will, at times, send
stern correction whenever He deems
it is necessary to help His children.

The chastening that He sends is for
our profit and not our harm. Hebrews 12:5-7 states: "My son, despise
not thou the chastening of the
Lord, nor faint when thou are rebuked of him: For whom the Lord
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth
every son whom he receiveth. If ye
endure chastening, God dealeth
with you as with sons; for what son
is he whom the father chasteneth
not?" Being corrected by our loving
Heavenly Father is never joyous, but
no matter how grievous the chastening, it will bring blessed results.
Are you growing in grace and
walking worthy of the Lord, as
would be pleasing to Him? Is your
life bearing the fruit of righteousness? Are you increasing in knowledge and in His most holy way?
God desires perfection in His people, but perfection comes by continually crucifying your ways, your
ideas, and your will and by accepting His way and His will.

When the Lord begins the pruning process on the heart of His
child, it may cause pain and suffering at the time. It is extremely important for that individual to hold
steady and allow the Lord to do His
perfect work. Fully yielding to
God's will and His way produces
greater stability in the life of one
who is being pruned. Resistance to
the pruning will only prolong the
discomfort. People might have been
taught many ideas and traditions
regarding the Word of God, but
these must be pruned and removed.
It takes the straight, anointed
preaching of the Truth to uncover
false ideas, false teachings, and false
theories that have been allowed to
grow in the minds of individuals.
Jesus became deeply stirred at
religious people who rejected His
words as He tried to teach them the
true way. Christ's way will lead
men and women to peace, joy, happiness, and more abundant life.
Unfortunately, too many people
prefer their own ways instead of

Doyle W. Coody

Selected

"M y son, attend to m y words; incline thine ear unto m y
sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the
m idst of thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them ,
and health to all their flesh."
Proverbs 4:20-22
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