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False Condemnation
T h e re is no do ub t that a gre at
nu m b er o f con scien tiou s sou ls are
p la g u ed b y Sata n w ith false co nd em na tion. M any of th ese ind iv idu a ls lov e G od and w ant to
p le a se H im in e v ery w ay p o ssib le .
R e g a rdle ss o f w hat the y do fo r the
L o rd o r how m uc h tim e the y m ay
sp e n d in p raye r o r re ad in g the
B ib le, it is nev er en ou gh to satisfy
the d ev il. Sata n w ill sta nd back in
th e sha d ow s and accu se them o f
failing G od . T he lack o f un d ersta nd ing of th e w iles o f th e d ev il in
this m atter o ften brings d iscou ra gem ent to souls and results in
th e ir fa lte rin g alo ng the C hristian
p a thw ay. G od 's w ill is for all H is
ch ild ren to b e ov erco m ers.
T h e de v il is e v er w o rking in the
d a rk ness. Rem em b er, he is not a
cr e a tu re of the light. H e canno t
w ork in the ligh t, for his d ee d s are
ev il a nd d ece itfu l. H is p u rp ose is
a lw a ys to hind er w here v er p ossib le . H e se eks fo r a w ay to co nfu se , o r to d e ce iv e an unsusp e c ting
so u l at ev ery op p ortu ne m om ent.
S a ta n w a nts to harass the m ind ,
a n d ro b the so u l o f p e ace and jo y.
H is p urp o s e is to re tard the
C h ristia n 's p ro gre ss fo r G o d o r
hind er their u sefu lness in the w ork
of G od . T his d em on often accom p lish e s his m issio n b y s ow ing
a ccu sing tho ughts in the m ind o v e r
so m e m atte r o f do ub tful w ro ngd o in g . H e w ill try to co nv ince a
p e rso n that he o r she has sp o ke n
h a rsh ly o r acte d in so m e unb ecom in g w ay to C hristianity. U p o n
b e lie v ing this tric k o f Satan, the
fa lse ly acc use d is m ade to fe el that
th e y h a v e faile d G o d and no w the
L ord ha s d ep arted from them .
W ha t torm ent this brings to a so u l!
B e ing false ly co nde m ne d o r
v icio u sly acc use d is no ne w thing.
S a ta n has s u ccessfu lly u se d this
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sly, de c eitful tac tic o n m ultitud es
thro ughout the ce nturies. It h as
p rov e n to b e a to ol that w orks
e ffe ctiv e ly to disc ourag e m en and
w om en in their C hristian w alk. H e
kno w s that re al C hristian ity places
a m an o r w o m e n o n a high er plane.
W he n th e b urde n o f sin is lifted
up o n re p e ntance , the h eavy load
once carried is gone. T he ind iv id u al feels a s if h e or sh e is
flo ating on a clo ud. It is like living
on th e m ou ntaintop. Serving G od is
w o nde rful, and b e ing a C h ristian
b rings c onte ntm e nt, p e ace, and joy
into one 's life .
First o f all, o ne m ust realize
that this w o nde rful m ountain top
exp erien ce is not alw ays going to
b e the re . The Sp irit o f G od is n ot
alw ays going to b e fe lt in a m igh ty
w ay. The re w ill b e tim es w h en a
m an or w o m an w ill go th rough the
v alley. G od allow s th is so that H is
ch ild ren can grow an d m atu re
sp iritually. The re w ill be season s
w he n the C hristian w ill feel h e or
s he is all alo ne. It w ill seem as
thou gh th e Lord has d ep arted .
D e ar re ade r, you c an be assured
that G o d has not de par ted. G od
w ill not le av e a p e rson w h o h as
b een tru e and fa ithfu l.
D uring
the se
per iods
of
aloneness, w hen a p erson's feelings
are in a low sta te , the enem y w ill
p lan his attac k. H e w ill take advan tage of the op p ortu nity by su ggesting that so m ething is w ron g in
yo ur e xp e rie nc e . Y o u just do not
fe el right, and yo u th ink that you
m ight hav e grie v e d G od. The
lo nger o ne liste ns to the devil, the
m o re co nv in c ing he w ill becom e.
The false ly c onde m ne d C h ristian
m ust, b y the he lp of G od, lif t th e
shield of faith an d reject these
d estroying im p osition s.
[continued on page 26]

Proverbs 14:26 In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge.
Hebrews 3:14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Having Confidence in God
Those two verses of Scripture
deal with confidence. The word
confidence means "to trust, to have
assurance, and to have hope."
Should the devil get the people of
God to lose confidence in Almighty
God, he has done a very deceptive
work.
The wise man said, "In the fear
of the LORD is strong confidence."
Why is that? It casts out all other
fears and replaces those fears with
strength and boldness. In the world
fear gives way to weakness, but with
the Lord fear produces strength.
Romans 8:31 says, "What shall we
then say to these things? If God be
for us, who can be against us?" Notice that this verse does not say what

"can be against us," but "who can be
against us." Having confidence in
God will cast out the fear of man.
Psalm 27:1 says, "The L ORD is my
light and my salvation; whom shall
I fear? the LORD is the strength of
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?"
Dear one, I want to encourage
you to put your confidence in the
Lord. He has been proven, tried, and
tested, and neither the devil nor man
can find a flaw in Him. He is the
great I AM, and besides Him there is
no other god. You can trust the Lord
and have confidence in Him. He will
not fail you. People can fail. You
may tell someone something in confidence, and that person may fail to
keep it confidential. People are subject to failure, but there is no failure
in God. You can have the assurance

that He cares about you, He loves
you, and He wants the very best for
you.
God is not against you. He is
against evil, that which is wrong. He
is against sin and that which binds
men and women. Child of God, God
will keep you from falling. You do
not have to be up and down in your
Christian experience. You do not
have to backslide. I think some
people feel that if they can make it
through a week, they have done a
great task; but they need to see that
God is greater than that.
When you come to Jesus Christ,
a definite change takes place. You
do not come to Jesus Christ just to
feel good and to be happy because
you told someone about your sins.
An altar of prayer is not like a
3

confessional booth. No, you come to
Jesus Christ to be born again. Second
Corinthians 5:17 states that "old
things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new." A change
takes place in your life. Nominal
religion merely says to repent, but
the Truth lets you know that you
must repent and forsake all sin.
Proverbs 3:26 says, "For the
LORD shall be thy confidence, and
shall keep thy foot from being
taken." Without Christ we were
without hope. We were aliens and
strangers from the covenant of
promise. I can remember well when
the things of God were strange to
me and I was a stranger to those
things. The Apostle Paul said in
Ephesians 2:11-12: "Wherefore remember [it does us well to remember], that ye being in time past
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
Uncircumcision by that which is
called the Circumcision in the flesh
made by hands; That at that time ye
were without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world."
This world is a bad enough
place to be, but being without God
in this world is worse yet. Child of
God, perhaps you have forgotten,
but there was a time when you were
without God in the world, having
no hope. You were a stranger and an
alien to the covenants and the promises of God. You were excluded
from citizenship in spiritual Israel,
a foreigner to the covenants of
promise. Ephesians 2:19 says, "Now
therefore ye are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellowcitizens
with the saints, and of the household
of God." What a change—from
being a stranger to being a fellowcitizen with the saints! This all came
about because you put your
confidence and trust in Jesus Christ.
Having Confidence in
the Word of God
Dear one, you need to have
confidence in God's Word. God's
4

way is perfect, and His Word has
been tried. Psalm 18:30 says, "As for
God, his way is perfect: the word of
the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to
all those that trust in him." The
Psalmist said in Psalm 33:4, "For the
word of the LORD is right; and all his
works are done in truth." God's
Word will tell you the truth, dear
one. That is the reason many people
do not want to come around where
the Word of God is preached.
The Word of God is no respecter
of persons; it will tell you the truth.
When I came to Jesus Christ, I came
to Him because the Word revealed
the truth of my condition. My condition was evil, wicked; I was sinful,
full of sin. The Word of God made
sin exceedingly sinful. I knew I was
wrong, but the Word made it
exceedingly wrong.
James said the Word is like
looking into a mirror. It will reveal
just what it sees. James wrote in
James 1:21-24: "Wherefore lay apart
all filthiness and superfluity of
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is
able to save your souls. But be ye
doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves
[self-deception is bad]. For if any be
a hearer of the word, and not a doer,
he is like unto a man beholding his
natural face in a glass: For he
beholdeth himself, and goeth his
way, and straightway forgetteth
what manner of man he was."
Have you ever looked in the
mirror and combed your hair and
then walked away and thought,
"Did I get my hair fixed right?" You
forgot how you looked. God is looking for doers of the Word, not just
hearers only.
The Word of God is a cleanser.
Psalm 119:9 states, "Wherewithal
shall a young man cleanse his way?
by taking heed thereto according to
thy word." You can have confidence
in God's Word. You also can have
confidence in His power. Did you
know that God is all powerful?
Ephesians 3:20 says, "Now unto him
that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or

think, according to the power that
worketh in us." Psalm 62:11 says,
"God hath spoken once; twice have
I heard this; that power belongeth
unto God."
Having Confidence in
God's Power to Deliver
In Psalm 106:7-11 the Psalmist
wrote: "Our fathers understood not
thy wonders in Egypt; they remembered not the multitude of thy
mercies; but provoked him at the
sea, even at the Red sea. Nevertheless he saved them for his name's
sake, that he might make his mighty
power to be known. He rebuked the
Red sea also, and it was dried up: so
he led them through the depths, as
through the wilderness. And he
saved them from the hand of him
that hated them, and redeemed
them from the hand of the enemy.
And the waters covered their enemies: there was not one of them
left."
Dear one, you were not at the
Red Sea. All you can do is read
about it. You did not see His mighty
power part the sea or bring the sea
back together, but it was miraculous.
However, if you are a saint of God,
you did see His mighty power when
He took you out of darkness and
translated you into the kingdom of
His dear Son.
Pharaoh and the Egyptians gave
the Israelites freedom to go and then
chased them, but God was with His
people. When they came to the Red
Sea, Moses held up the rod and the
sea parted, and they went across.
Then Moses held out that same rod,
which typifies the Word of God, and
the sea came together again and
destroyed the enemy. You were not
there to see that, but God brought
deliverance to you from all your sins
and set you free. He covered them
all by the blood of Jesus Christ so
that you could be free.
I thank God for freedom! I know
what it is to be bound, and I know
what it is to be free. You cannot even
compare them. Do not try to tell me
there is a good time in bondage. It

does not even get on the scales with
being free. I thank God for His
goodness! There is not a sin that He
does not have power to deliver you
from.
You may say, "Well, I have tried
and tried." In whom do you have
your confidence? Do you have it in
yourself or in God? Now, that
makes a difference. Certainly, you
might have things that have been
with you for a long time that you
cannot lay down yourself, but you
need to put your confidence in God
and in the power of God. Matthew
28:18 says, "And Jesus came and
spake unto them, saying, All power
is given unto me in heaven and in
earth." Jesus said all power is given
to Him. Second Corinthians 13:4
reads, "For though he was crucified
through weakness, yet he liveth by
the power of God. For we also are
weak in him, but we shall live with
him by the power of God toward
you." Psalm 147:5 states, "Great is
our Lord, and of great power: his
understanding is infinite."
Having Confidence in
God's Keeping Power
You need to have confidence in
God's Word and confidence in His
power to keep you to the end. Someone may think, "What if I should live
for God for many years and then
backslide in the end?" Certainly, that
could happen, but it does not have
to. If you do not want it to, it is not
going to. Jude, verse 24 says, "Now
unto him that is able to keep you
from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his
glory with exceeding joy." Paul
wrote in Philippians 1:6, "Being confident of this very thing, that he
which hath begun a good work in
you will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ." God can keep you, and
God will keep you, if you want to be
kept.
The earth just keeps rotating.
Who set it in motion? Man did not
give it a push and get it started. God
set it in motion. You do not fall off,
yet it is moving. You do not fall off

because God created gravity to hold
you here. What a mighty God we
serve! You can walk, run, and do
many other things on an earth that is
moving. How fast is it going? The
earth is moving at 66,514 miles per
hour around the sun. How about
the speed of the rotation of the
earth? It rotates at 1,070 miles an
hour, yet you and I do not have to
worry about hanging on to the earth.
We can walk about, we can stand,
we can run, and we can jump. The
only way an airplane can get off the
ground is to have the power to
break gravity, but if it should lose
power, it would succumb to the
force of gravity. Who did all of that?
God did. It is wonderful! Think
about it!
You do not have to get up in the
morning and worry about whether
the earth is going to rotate or whether you are going to fall off the earth.
God set it in motion. What about the
stars? Occasionally God covers them
with clouds, but they are still there.
God set them all in space—the stars,
the sun, the moon, and the planets.
Just think, God gave you lungs to
breathe in air that He puts in the
atmosphere. You do not have to go
somewhere to buy it; God supplies it
freely. When little babies are born
into the world, they want to breathe
air. They gasp for air, and God has it
right there. The hospital staff does
not have to run and get air; it is
there. What the baby needs is lungs,
and God put the lungs in the body.
God does all of that. What a mighty
God we serve!
Since God can do all of that,
why can He not keep you free from
sin? Someone may say, "We have a
will, and we are tempted." Let me
ask you this: What if you were to
submit your will to God? When you
are in the midst of temptation,
where is God? The Bible is very
explicit. It says in 1 Corinthians
10:13, "There hath no temptation
taken you but such as is common to
man: [Do you know how the devil
works? He will tell you that your
temptation is uncommon and that
no one has ever gone through what

you are going through. Friend, that
is not what the Bible says. The Bible
says that no temptation has taken
you but such as is common to man.]
but God is faithful, who will not
suffer you [or allow you] to be
tempted above that ye are able; but
will with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able
to bear it." Who can do that but
God?
You cannot stand in your own
strength in the temptation. You cannot grit your teeth and hold on. No,
you must submit it to God. You
must submit your will to God. He
knows how to keep you. God is
your Creator. He knows what you
are made up of, and He knows your
thoughts afar off. You need to put
your confidence in God. You do not
have to sin. Now, the devil would
like to make you think that you have
to sin, but you do not have to. You
need to put your confidence in the
power of God.
Also, you need confidence in
God's power to heal. In Matthew
8:16 we read, "When the even was
come, they brought unto him many
that were possessed with devils: and
he cast out the spirits with his word,
and healed all that were sick." He
will not fail you. He is the One who
formed the body from the dust of
the earth, and surely He knows
what it takes to make it well.
James 5:14 says, "Is any sick
among you? let him call for the
elders of the church; and let them
[Who? The sick are to call for the
elders of the church; not everyone is
an elder.] pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the
Lord." James said to anoint him in
the name of the Lord and pray over
him—this is the cure that James
gives for sickness.
You need to have confidence in
your experience. God's Word reveals
some ways that you can have confidence in your experience. Too many
people carry on conversations with
the devil, and that is sad. The devil
is not going to encourage you to be
saved.
In the Church of the Living God
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all the members are fit together. In
1 Corinthians, Chapter 12, the Apostle Paul compared the natural body
to the body of Christ. Each member
is in his or her right place, coming
together in unity and having God
breathe upon them. He has given us
the Holy Spirit to guide us. The
Church of God is an exceedingly
great and mighty army, going forth
conquering and to conquer. The
morning-time church was in unity.
Nothing could stop the church from
going forth to conquer. The Prophet
Ezekiel let us know that the church
is an exceedingly great army. This is
a picture of how the church is when
the members are together. A great
army does not conquer its foes by its
great numbers but with its leader.
Guard Against Your Love
Waxing Cold
What stopped this great army of
Christians in the morning-time
church? Why did this mountain that
was on fire go down into the sea (or
go down into the hands of unregenerate people)? An apostasy took
place. Now we are in an eveningtime apostasy. Zechariah 14:7 states,
"It shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light." Dear one,
you can end up as countless others
have: they are spiritually dead,
without power, without godliness,
and with little love for God or for
one another. That can happen to
anyone, and only as you walk in
Truth and stay close to God can you
be immune to it.
In Revelation, Chapters 2 and 3,
you can read about Christ sending
letters to the seven churches of Asia.
He sent the first letter to the church
at Ephesus. He wrote in Revelation
2:1-5: "Unto the angel of the church
of Ephesus write; These things saith
he that holdeth the seven stars in his
right hand, who walketh in the
midst of the seven golden candlesticks; I know thy works, and thy
labour, and thy patience, and how
thou canst not bear them which are
evil: and thou hast tried them which
say they are apostles, and are not,
6

and hast found them liars: And hast
borne, and hast patience, and for my
name's sake hast laboured, and hast
not fainted.
"Nevertheless I have somewhat
against thee, because thou hast left
thy first love. Remember therefore
from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or
else I will come unto thee quickly,
and will remove thy candlestick out
of his place, except thou repent."
Christ sent the letter to the
pastor, or to the angel, of the church
at Ephesus. This church had good
works and labored hard. They had
patience and could not stand those
who were evil. They could discern
between true and false brethren, and
they had borne up under trials and
had not fainted. Nevertheless, Christ
had somewhat against them because
they had left their first love. They
had let down on their love. Their
love was glowing less than it once
had. They had maintained the
doctrine, and they knew it well.
They could put false brethren to
flight. Although they opposed the
advocates of error, they showed less
affection toward Christ than they
had previously. They were not as
close to Christ as they once were.
They had left their early love, or
their first love.
When love for Christ begins to
cool off in a congregation or in one's
own personal life, it creates a falling
effect. One earmark of an apostasy is
the cooling of your love for Christ
and for the saints. I am going to
prove to you by the Bible that not
one thing could have stopped this
church except itself. Likewise, nothing can stop you from serving God
except yourself.
What did Jesus say about the
church? He said in Matthew 16:18,
"The gates of hell shall not prevail
against it." Nothing—not the enemy
or any system of worship or persecution or slander—can take you
out of the Father's hand except
yourself. Again, Revelation 2:5
reads, "Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen." The church
at Ephesus was a congregation of

people who had many good works,
but there was a falling effect at work
in the congregation.
A Great Deception
The morning-time church stood
as long as the fire burned in each
individual's heart. Friend, if your
love for Christ begins to cool, then
lawlessness, or iniquity, will begin
to work. Jesus said in Matthew
24:12, "And because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall wax
cold." Love does not turn cold all at
once; it is a waxing process, a
gradual cooling off.
When your love for God cools,
then your love for your brothers and
sisters cools with it. The two go
together, and I will give you a Scripture to prove it. You can read in
Revelation 10:11, "And he said unto
me [speaking to John], Thou must
prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and
kings."
I challenge you to study those
epistles of John. What was the main
theme throughout 1 John? He came
back from the Isle of Patmos right
into the midst of an apostasy. This is
the message that they had heard
from the beginning, and he talked
about loving one another. Why?
Those Apostles knew they had been
with Jesus. The Day of Pentecost
was past. They had seen the church
move forward on the Day of Pentecost, and they had seen her conquer
foe after foe.
Nothing could stand in the way
of the morning-time church. Whenever anything happened to the
church, God turned it right around
and caused the Word of God to multiply and the church increased. In
the Book of Revelation you can read
about that mountain being on fire
and then going down into the sea;
next, the visible fire and light were
put out.
You may hold to the Truth and
be doctrinally correct (and you need
to be), yet you can apostatize in your
love for God and for one another.
The church at Ephesus did. When

that happens, just as it did in the
morning time, you will no longer go
forth conquering. No one is immune
to apostasy. This message is for
everyone. When individuals begin
to cool in their love to God, they
begin to look for faults in their
brothers and sisters in Christ. They
also look for those who are in agreement with them. Next, schisms will
develop, and an apostasy in love
will take place. You need to read
1 John and study it. An apostasy had
already begun in the morning-time
church. In 1 John, Chapters 1-4, John
dealt with having love for one
another.
There is a great deception in an
apostasy. One great deception is that
you feel that you still love God and
yet you have aught against your
brother or your sister. You are
deceived if you think that. First John
4:20 states, "If a man say, I love God,
and hateth his brother, he is a liar:
for he that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen, how can he love
God whom he hath not seen?" There
is no greater deception working than
this. It is a force that will stop your
forward progress as a Christian and
stop the forward progress of a congregation. Many congregations have
become bogged down over this.
Are You in a Fallen State?
Paul wrote in Galatians 5:15,
"But if ye bite and devour one
another, take heed that ye be not
consumed one of another." He was
not talking about carnivorous beasts
or wild animals that sometimes fight
and kill each other, but rather he
was speaking of people who fight
and devour one another with their
words, and then die spiritually.
There is no winner in that.
We all have funny ways about
us, do we not? We each have our
little quirks. Some people are outspoken and bold, others are shy, and
some are very timid. Some do not
grow very fast spiritually, but if they
are saved, they are still your brother
and sister in Christ, and God accepts
them and loves them. Some people

are overweight, some are skinny,
and some are baldheaded. We all
have different personalities. This is
where the love of God keeps us
together in one body as an exceedingly great army, going forth
conquering and to conquer. All
people have little faults, or little
hang-ups, yet God accepts them.
First John 3:14 states, "We know
that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death." Let me clarify
that. When you go to an altar of
prayer and truly get saved, you have
a love for the brethren that flows
through your heart, and that love
will work. You do not have any
battle when you first get saved, do
you? However, as soon as you hear
something, perhaps something that
happened in the past, then you start
to become suspicious of that person.
When you first got saved, you
did not care who was outspoken,
who was timid, who was overweight, or who was skinny. You
could have cared less about those
traits. You loved everyone. As time
goes on, sometimes people look for
faults and for something to strengthen their position, and they enter a
fallen state; then they have a cloud
over their experience that never
used to be there. The morning-time
church went forth conquering and to
conquer, but they cooled off in their
experience with God.
Perhaps you used to be a real
worker in the kingdom. What happened? You may say, "If it were not
for that one . . ." Did that person
commit sin? You should not hold
someone at arm's length just for a
fault or you will be in trouble with
God. First Peter 4:8 says that love
covers a multitude of sins. Why not
give that person the benefit of the
doubt? If a person is accepted by
God, why can that person not be
accepted by you? Now, if that person has committed sin, he or she will
not get by with God; so you need to
leave that person with God and pray
for that one.

Has Apostasy Worked
in Your Heart?
Some have lost the joy in their
Christian experience, and they need
to repent and get help. Oh, they
have strength in their position, but
their love has cooled. They no longer
have the fervency that only comes
from a pure heart. The Apostle
James wrote in James 4:11-12: "Speak
not evil one of another, brethren. He
that speaketh evil of his brother, and
judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of
the law, and judgeth the law: but if
thou judge the law, thou art not a
doer of the law, but a judge. There is
one lawgiver, who is able to save
and to destroy: who art thou that
judgest another?"
Speaking evil one of another
means "to slander or speak harshly
of." Psalm 101:5 says, "Whoso privily
slandereth his neighbour, him will I
cut off. . . ." When you judge your
brother, you put yourself above the
law, because the law says to "love
one another." When you put judgment on your brother or slander
him, you become a judge, and the
Bible says there is only one judge;
there is only one lawgiver.
James 2:8 states, "If ye fulfil the
royal law according to the scripture,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself, ye do well." You become a
judge if you slander and destroy
your brother's or sister's influence.
The Bible condemns this all the way
through.
John 13:34-35 reads: "A new
commandment I give unto you, That
ye love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye also love one another.
[The new commandment was not
that they love one another, because
they were taught that in the Law;
but loving one another as Christ
loves us is the difference. As Christ
loves you, you ought to love others.]
By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples, if ye have love one
to another." The greatest outreach
the church has is having love one to
another. Some people have testified
of when they came to the Church of
God and the love they felt made
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them want to return.
Apostasy is a terrible condition.
Of those who go into apostasy, very
few ever come out of it. To cool off
in your love for God and for one
another and still profess to be a
Christian is very dangerous. In closing, why not ask the Lord to give
you a special love for your brothers
and sisters in Christ? I believe that
would please God. Let your prayer

be, "Lord, fill me with Your Spirit,
and give me a special love for my
brothers and my sisters so that we
can go forth as an exceedingly great
and mighty army." If we all will do
that, church, and mean it sincerely,
nothing can stop the Church of God.
It will go forth just as the morningtime church did, conquering and to
conquer. No power, no system, and
no doctrine can stop the mighty

working force of the Holy Spirit.
Has apostasy worked on your
heart? It is something that can work
on any member of a congregation.
Only as you stay close to God and
keep it before Him can you overcome it, conquer it, and not detour
from the Truth or err from the way.
(Cassette C-5598E)

What Am I Doing for Souls?
Psalm 142:4 "I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge
failed me; no man cared for my soul."
This was the heart cry of David, the Psalmist, in one of his trying hours. How many of God's redeemed
ones, yea, and sinners, too, have made this cry?
What are we doing, dear ones, for the lost souls that God has intrusted to our care? Are we growing
careless and indifferent in our attitude toward the lost?
So many professing Christians are neglecting to pray for the lost today. Thus, we have so many revivals
without any seekers. In many places, if souls do go to the altar, the church is not spiritual enough to pray
them through.
Another neglect is the lack of good admonition given in the Spirit of Christ. So many times when we see
the mistakes and faults of others, we want to talk to our neighbors about it instead of praying for them. Then,
too, we are to go to the party at fault and try to show them their mistakes.
Many are discouraged these days and have no hope for the future. Do we give them the needed
encouragement they should have? We have Jesus and the hope and promise of Heaven, and we should be
giving it to others.
The best way we can give it to others is by living it in our daily lives. What we say will not count for so
much if we do not live for Christ in our daily lives. We cannot go out in the highways of sin with a sinner
and do the things he does, then come to church and invite him to Christ. Thus, we should watch our daily
walk and conversation if we would win men to Christ.
There are many other things we can do to win souls. One of them is the distribution of tracts and
Christian literature. Many souls have been saved through the reading of Gospel literature.
We should visit the sick, visit the lost, and discouraged souls. Many discouraged ones have taken new
hope after the visits and prayers of some saint of God. Let us do more visiting and personal work.
Then another thing to do is to invite people to church. I visited the home of a lady who had lived in a
little village for four years. She had told another lady a few weeks before this that in all that time she was the
first one to ask her to come to church. When I talked to her, she seemed eager and anxious to hear of our
work. Some are waiting to be invited, and Jesus said, "Go out in the highways and compel them to come in."
We should pray more for revivals, not only for those we are to have in our church but also for those in
other churches and communities. We should remember to pray for the pastors and the evangelists, because
they also need help from God.
Then we can give of our money for the advancement of the God's kingdom. Many are neglecting to do
this. Let us deny ourselves some of the little things we think we want and give it for the salvation of souls.
Let us so live and work for souls that no one can say of us at the Judgment, "No man cared for my soul."
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Brother E. David Stegmeier
Put God First in Your Life
Nothing is more serious than
going to the house of God and
listening to the Gospel being
preached. My question is, Are you
ready for eternity? Are you clear
with God? Are you walking in the
fear of God? I do not believe that
people have enough of the fear of
God today. You should be very
careful of what you say; you ought
to weigh your words. Also, you
ought to be very careful of how you
approach a man of God. You should
not go to him in a disrespectful
manner. You should go to him very
cautiously and weigh every word
that you utter, lest you are found
wanting. People do not take life
seriously enough.

When it comes to a man's
relationship with his wife, I believe
God has the answer. When couples
have needs, I say, "Look in the
Book." If you and your spouse are
hurting, you need to look in the
Word of God, counsel with your
godly pastor, get in your place of
prayer, and get it taken care of. You
can live a rich life together. Every
part of your life can be rich.
The rearing of children can be
wonderful and rewarding, if you
allow God to have His ultimate way
in your life. God moves in the little
details. He is moving in these closing days of time to get souls saved.
The hour is late, and it is time to get
down to business with God. He does
not need you, and He does not need
me, but we need Him. You may ask,

"Does it pay to become a Christian?"
It certainly does pay. God will take
care of your needs if you will only
trust Him.
In Luke 14:25 we read, "And
there went great multitudes with
him: and he turned, and said unto
them." Great multitudes seem to
follow Christ out in the world today,
but when they count the cost of being His disciple, not many continue
to follow Him.
John 6:66-68 states: "From that
time many of his disciples went
back, and walked no more with him.
Then said Jesus unto the twelve,
Will ye also go away? Then Simon
Peter answered him, Lord, to whom
shall we go? thou hast the words of
eternal life." They had nowhere else
to go, and that is the way I feel
9

about the Church of the Living God.
You cannot go anywhere else to hear
the Word of Life.
Luke 14:25-26 reads: "And there
went great multitudes with him: and
he turned, and said unto them, If
any man come to me, and hate not
his father, and mother, and wife,
and children, and brethren, and
sisters, yea, and his own life also, he
cannot be my disciple." Here the
word hate means to love them less,
or to put them in a secondary position. Young person, if you have a
father and a mother who are not
serving the Lord, you must put God
first in your life, and then you will
have confidence in God that through
your prayers and through the influence of your life, you can win them
for Him. However, if you compromise or leave the Church of God and
go back into the world, you will
never win them. You can win them
only by standing in the Truth.
At one time my parents were
involved in a very insidious, ungodly cult. I grieved for them. They
said, "Come down with us. Leave
what you are standing for."
I said, "I can't do that."
I prayed earnestly, and God saw
fit to liberate them from that cult,
and they were so glad. I was not
mean to my parents. I never abused
them verbally or physically, but I
stood firmly for the Truth, and God
honored that. God will help you to
win the battles you face. He will see
you through.
The Church of God is not a cult.
I do not rule the people in my congregation with an iron hand. They
are free to listen to what they want
to; however, I discourage them from
listening to that which will destroy
them. We teach them divine biblical
principles, and they make their own
decisions according to divine principles. This is the beautiful Church of
the Living God.
Counting the Cost
In Luke 14:27-33 Jesus said:
"And whosoever doth not bear his
cross, and come after me, cannot be
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my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not
down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish
it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish
it, all that behold it begin to mock
him, Saying, This man began to
build, and was not able to finish. Or
what king, going to make war
against another king, sitteth not
down first, and consulteth whether
he be able with ten thousand to meet
him that cometh against him with
twenty thousand? Or else, while the
other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not
all that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple."
God's people do not hate in a
carnal way; however, we must put
Christ in the superior position. Another translation states, "Anyone
who wants to be my follower must
love me far more than your father,
far more than your mother, far more
than your husband, far more than
your wife, your sons, and your
daughters." If you put God first, He
will bless your life. You must put
God first in all that you do and love
Him more than everything else.
Anyone who wants to be His
follower must love Him far more
than his own father, mother, wife,
children, brothers, and sisters, and
even more than his own life. Often
that is where the hangup is. You
must love Him more than your own
life; otherwise, you cannot be His
disciple. To be His disciple, you
must take up your cross and follow
Him. You cannot begin until you
have counted the cost. Who would
begin the construction of a building
without first getting estimates and
then checking to see whether he has
enough money to complete it? Otherwise, one might only complete the
foundation before he runs out of
funds.
Many years ago, I drove to
Spokane, Washington, to pick up
Brother and Sister E. A. Wilson at
the airport because he was going to

hold a revival meeting for us. On the
way home we passed a large church
building that had only the foundation and one-third of the wall built.
As we drove by there, I said to
Brother Wilson, "That building has
sat like that for about ten years." He
groaned deeply, and we wondered
why this beautiful building was not
completed. Did they not count the
cost? Apparently that congregation
did not have what it took to build
that structure; therefore, it stood
there uncompleted for years. What
do people do when they pass by it?
They laugh. I learned later that the
congregation fought and it just
disintegrated.
In this Scripture Jesus was
talking about the expense that you
have to pay, or the sacrifice you
must make, in serving the Lord.
There is some expense. A cost is
involved. Otherwise, you probably
could not complete the building
before running out of funds, and
then others would laugh and mock.
As you already read, Jesus gave
another example when, in essence,
He asked, "What king would go to
war without first sitting down with
his own counselors and discussing
whether his army is strong enough
to defeat the men who are marching
against him?" If the decision is negative, then while the enemy troops
are still far away, he will send a
truce team to discuss terms of peace.
He let us know that no one can become His disciple without first
counting the cost.
The Priceless Gain of
Knowing Christ
The Apostle Paul said in
Philippians 3:7-8: "But what things
were gain to me, those I counted loss
for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung, that I may win
Christ." Whatever you possess,
whether it is material goods, houses
and lands, bank accounts, stocks,

bonds, a high education, or whatever it might be, it is as nothing in
comparison to the excellency of the
knowledge of Jesus Christ. There is
no greater knowledge than that
which one can obtain through
knowing Jesus Christ. God's people
are the wisest people in the world
because they know Christ. They
have the mind of Christ, and they
know how to live.
Titus 2:11-12 reads: "For the
grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, Teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world." Some people aspire
to live that way when they get to
Heaven, but God is teaching us how
to live that way right here. I have
seen some highly educated people
who did not have the faith and the
stamina it takes to meet the trials
and situations of life. As Christians,
we do because we know Jesus
Christ. The possessions you have
acquired and consider very important and worthwhile must be put in
a secondary position. Christ must
reign first in your heart. He must sit
on that throne and have complete
rule and control of your life.
The Living Bible says in
Philippians 3:7-8: "But all these
things that I once thought very
worthwhile—now I've thrown them
all away so that I can put my trust
and hope in Christ alone. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the priceless gain of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I
have put aside all else, counting it
worth less than nothing, in order
that I can have Christ." Paul spoke
about the importance of trusting in
Christ alone rather than relying on
the privilege he had of being born
an Israelite. If you are not careful,
you will rest on your heritage. I had
a good mother, and I was raised
under very godly pastors, but I cannot rest on them. I have to rest on
my very own experience with Jesus
Christ.
Paul spoke of the importance of
knowing Christ. He relegated all the

fleshly blessings as nothing when he
found Jesus Christ. He could have
boasted in all the privileges he had,
but that would not have meant a
thing had he not known Christ and
had he not lived as he ought to have
lived.
Leaving Worldly Things Behind
What kind of spirit and attitude
do you possess and manifest toward
others, including your enemies? You
ought to love them and pray for
them. If you have an enemy, you
ought to treat that person right. You
ought to treat that individual with
love and try to win him or her for
the Lord.
The Apostle Paul would have
considered himself a loser had he
held to fleshly endowments and lost
his rights to the benefits that come
by knowing and following Jesus
Christ. Is Christ reigning supremely
in your heart and life? Wanting
fleshly blessings instead of the riches
obtained in Christ will make you
poor spiritually, and in the end will
bring you eternal ruin and damnation. You need Christ more than
anything else. The enjoyments of
this world and its blessings and
benefits need to be discounted so
that Christ can sit on the throne of
your heart.
The Apostle Paul left worldly
things behind, and he endured
disgrace and suffering. Sometimes
the Christian may suffer disgrace
and embarrassment, but it is worth
it all. When the Apostle Paul started
in the Christian walk, he was willing
to risk all the hazards of being a
Christian and renounce all the benefits of living a worldly life.
Another example of one who
gave up all to serve the Lord is
recorded in Hebrews 11:24-26: "By
faith Moses, when he was come to
years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather
to suffer affliction with the people of
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of
sin for a season; Esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt: for he

had respect unto the recompense of
the reward."
Moses could have someday
become the king of Egypt. He owed
a great deal to Pharaoh's daughter.
She could have had him killed when
he was a baby in the basket, so he
owed his life to her. He could have
felt an allegiance to her. He could
have sought all the opportunities
there in Egypt, but he left it all.
Why? He was willing to suffer with
the people of God rather than to
enjoy the benefits of Egypt.
What decisions are you making?
God wants you to love Him and to
serve Him above all else. What will
that cost you? First, you must give
up all sin, all ungodliness. You cannot hold to any ungodliness, and
that includes secret sins and sins of
the mind. You may ask, "When does
a thought become a sin of the
mind?" It becomes sin when you
harbor an impure thought and your
heart makes a conception; it is then
that you have sinned.
You do not have to act on a
thought for it to become sin. When
your heart embraces that wrong
thought, it is a sin. You must be free
from sin completely. Also, you must
give up your own way and put
Christ first. You must give up
worldly amusements and worldly
pleasures. I am not saying that all
worldly amusements are wrong, but
sinful amusements or those amusements that lead souls to sin must be
given up.
Shun Worldly Conformity
First John 2:15-17 declares: "Love
not the world, neither the things that
are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not
in him. For all that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not
of the Father, but is of the world.
And the world passeth away, and
the lust thereof: but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever."
John was speaking of worldly
conformity.
Romans 12:1-2 says: "I beseech
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you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what
is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God." This does not
mean just in the way you dress, but
it takes in everything about your life,
including how you think about
things. You are not to conform to the
thinking of this world; you are to
conform to the Book.
In counting the cost, there is an
expense involved, and also the Bible
speaks about going to war. As saints
of God, we are involved in a holy
war, and some hazards are involved.
You may lose your best friend, and
you may even lose your job. You
may ask, "My boss is requiring that
I lie. What should I do?" You should
tell him that as a Christian, you cannot do that. If he insists, then you
should quit. Some hazards and some
expenses are involved. If your boss
will not conform to righteous principles, you should not compromise
your stand for God. God will have
another job for you. Young lady, if
your boss wants to do some promiscuous things with you, you need to
get another job. God will have one
for you. Some hazards are involved
in living for God, and you must be
willing to accept those hazards. God
will bless you for it.
You may lose your good name
in living for God. People may call
you evil when you are good. They
may call you evil when you are doing the right thing. They may try to
ruin your reputation. In our community some people say that we are
a very legalistic people. I asked
some people why, and they said,
"Because your women dress in modest apparel, your young people do
not dance in school, and you will
not join the pastoral administration."
The Church of God is high and
lifted up, and she is separate and
distinct. The Truth for which she
stands sets her much higher than
12

anything the world has. I do not
mind that they label us as a legalistic
people. We prove to them that we
love them. We live the life. This is a
wonderful way to live.
After one woman had attended
our services for a while, she said,
"You know, after sitting in the
Church of God and hearing the messages, I have discovered that the
Church of God teaches a preventive
Gospel while other churches teach a
remedial Gospel." We do teach
people there is a remedy for sin, but
we also teach them the way to stay
free from sin. It is a preventive
Gospel.
We teach our young men and
women that they do not have to go
out and ruin their lives. Friend, you
do not have to succumb to sin and
degradation of all kinds. You can
live a holy, righteous, godly life, and
it is beautiful! When I see our young
women walk around with their
modest dresses and beautiful long
hair, I think it is an awesome sight.
What could be more beautiful?
There Can Be No Hidden Sin
A few sectarian churches have a
high standard, but the Church of
God holds the highest. It is a beautiful sight to see people living holy.
Psalm 93:5 reads, "Thy testimonies
are very sure: holiness becometh
thine house, O L ORD, for ever."
Within your heart there can be no
hidden sin. It must be confessed to
God, forgiven, and forsaken. If you
have hurt someone, you ought to
go to that person and make it right.
It will make you a better person.
You ought to be a real man or
woman and take care of it. If you
said something about someone, you
ought to go and ask forgiveness and
straighten it out. You should confess
wherein you have wronged that
person. A part of the cost is settling
things with your fellowman.
Proverbs 28:13 says, "He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy." You must
forgive even your worst enemy. I

heard of a minister once who
preached on tithing. A man met him
at the door of the church and really
worked him over concerning the
message. When the man got home,
he fell over with a heart attack and
died. A man I knew personally used
to sit in the back of the church and
shake his head and do all sorts of
ugly things at the pastor. A tree fell
on him, and he was gone. You see,
God has your number.
Coming against a man of God is
a fearful thing. I would not do it. It
would be like taking hold of a high
voltage power line. God sees that
little shake of the head. Who are you
to stand against God? It may be a
while, but there will come a payday.
Do you have an enemy? If so, you
ought to forgive him; otherwise,
God holds you accountable.
In Matthew 6:14-15 Jesus said:
"For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you: But if ye forgive
not men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses."
If you are holding a person for
something, whatever that person
might have done could not be worse
than what people did to Jesus Christ
or Stephen; yet both of them said,
"Father, forgive them."
You are not clear with God if
you are holding something against
someone. All the decisions you
make are going to be wrong, except
going to an altar of prayer and taking care of it. You must go to that
brother or sister and take care of it,
otherwise you cannot prosper spiritually. One who is unforgiving is
ugly in spirit. When that person
makes a decision, it is the wrong
decision, because he is blind.
If you are in a situation such as
this, you need to go to that person
and say, "Brother, I've had some
things against you; I'm sorry. Let's
get them straightened out." It is
much better to get along. I have
learned in my life that if you submit,
God will give you the grace and the
understanding you need. He will
direct you.
In counting of the cost to be a

Christian, one must be reconciled. If
you have a problem with someone
and you have not reconciled with
that person, you need to get reconciled. Jesus said in Matthew 5:23-24:
"Therefore if thou bring thy gift to
the altar, and there rememberest
that thy brother hath ought against
thee; Leave there thy gift before the
altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come
and offer thy gift."
Restitution Is a Part of Salvation
Another thing that is necessary,
according to the Word of God, is
to make restitution. If you have
wronged anyone anywhere and you
have not made it right, then you are
not clear with God. You must be
clear with God and your fellowman.
A young man who went to the altar
to get saved had stolen a trench coat
from a department store. He talked
to his father, who said, "Well, you
have been forgiven. You're saved, so
just forget it." He came to me in tears
one day and told me what his father
had said. I said, "No! You must go
right back to that store and pay for
that trench coat."
On another occasion two boys in
my congregation were acting up
during a service, so I warned the
young people. I said, "This could be
your last warning in the house of
worship." That afternoon those two
boys had an accident and rolled
their car, and one of them went out
into eternity. He flew out the car
window and hit his head on a rock.
The other boy recovered, but he told
the law officers that he and his
brother were run off the road by a
fast-moving driver. Years later he
went to an altar of prayer and confessed that he had lied about it to
collect the insurance money.
I said, "To be clear with God,
you must go and make it right."
Now, I understand that some
things are difficult, but through
God's grace, He can help you. Salvation is for everyone. May God help
you.
Ezekiel 33:15 states, "If the wick-

ed restore the pledge, give again
that he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without committing
iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall
not die."
At the mission one night we met
a very precious young man. He
came to the altar, and we prayed
with him and worked with him. We
found a place for him to stay and
did many things to help him. He
started so beautifully for the Lord.
We took him with us to a revival
meeting, and on the way back, he
said, "When we get home, I've got a
confession to make to you about
something in my life." We got back
to Oregon in a day or two, but he
did not come to church the next
service, and that concerned me. I
learned later that since he had found
a good job, he was looking for a car.
He and a friend were looking at cars
in a car lot when the police came by
and asked why they were there.
They asked him to show his driver's
license and another form of identification, but he did not have any.
They ran a check on him and found
that he was wanted for a very
serious crime in another state, so he
ran away.
I was very concerned about him,
because I thought the young man
had so much going for him. Soon he
called me and said that he was
running. I said, "You can't run forever. You need to give yourself up.
I'll do whatever I can for you. If you
want me to, I will go back with you
and do whatever I can to help you,
but let's do it now so that they will
know that you are truly saved and
want to do right. This would be
best." I called the police department
in the state where he was wanted
because I wanted to know whether I
would be held responsible if I were
to go where he was hiding to talk to
him and to give him money, clothes,
and food. They said, "No, not as
long as you are doing a good thing
and attempting to get him to turn
himself in or go to take him to a
police department."
I said, "Yes, that is what I am
trying to do."

I did my best, but he ran again
and traveled to another state. After
a while law enforcement officers
caught up with him, and he was
extradited and incarcerated for
many years. Had he turned himself
in, the judge would have dealt with
him in mercy, but because he continued to run until he was caught, his
punishment was much greater. He
said later, "I can see now that it
would have been best had I turned
myself in the very first thing."
Friend, if you are covering
something, you need to take care of
it. If you have a restitution to make,
you ought to do it soon. I know
these things are difficult. If you have
a restitution to make and have not
made it, it could be the reason you
are up and down in your Christian
experience. You need to make that
restitution.
The Rewards of Being a Christian
What are the rewards of being a
Christian? Does serving the Lord
really pay? The Bible says in Mark
10:28-30: "Then Peter began to say
unto him, Lo, we have left all, and
have followed thee. And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto
you, There is no man that hath left
house, or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands [I believe that means
everything], for my sake, and the
gospel's, But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses,
and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with
persecutions; and in the world to
come eternal life."
In our ministry my wife and I
have had many mothers and fathers.
Many older saints have been real
mothers and fathers to us. Also, we
have many brothers and sisters
throughout the land. My church
family is dear. If my fleshly family
should come to visit me when we
have church, I tell them we are going to church and invite them to
come along. You may say, "That
would offend my family." Who
would you rather offend, God or
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your relatives? If you put God first,
He will honor you for that, and you
will win your relatives. If you put
God first, you will have mothers and
fathers, brothers and sisters, and
children. You will also suffer persecution, but in the world to come,
you will have eternal life.
Hebrews 12:2 informs us that
Jesus endured the suffering of the
cross because He saw the joy that
would follow afterward. He was
faithful to God. God brings joy to
those who are consistent in their
service to Him. What other rewards
do we receive in serving God? In the
world there is sin, ungodliness,
worldly ways, conforming to the
world, and a bad reputation by the
world and best friends, and all these
things.
In serving God we have mothers
and fathers and houses and lands.
Psalm 68:19 says, "Blessed be the
LORD, who daily loadeth us with
benefits, even the God of our salvation. Selah." These are blessings we
have now. In the future, according
to Mark 10:30, we have eternal life.
Second Corinthians 5:1 reads, "For
we know that if our earthly house
[this human body] of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building
of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens." That
is the reward of being a Christian.
Hearken Diligently to
the Voice of God
What else do we have as
children of God? First Peter 1:3-5
tells us: "Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, To an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you, Who are
kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time." We have
an incorruptible inheritance.
As we weigh the price, or the
cost, that we pay against the
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rewards that we receive, let us read
Deuteronomy 28:1, which states,
"And it shall come to pass, if thou
[there is a contingency] shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the
L ORD thy God [I believe that every
word in the Bible means something;
it means for us to wholeheartedly
and religiously do these things], to
observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this
day, that the LORD thy God will set
thee on high above all nations of the
earth."
The principles in the Old
Testament also apply in the New
Testament. The more obedient you
are to the Word of God, the more
your life will be blessed. Some people are halting between two opinions, but if you will obey the Word
of God, the Lord will bless you.
Verses 2-6 continue: "And all
these blessings shall come on thee,
and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy
God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city
[you may not like city life, but if
God wants you there, He will bless
you], and blessed shalt thou be in
the field [that which you produce].
Blessed shall be the fruit of thy
body, [Father, mother, by your obedience, your children will be
blessed; they will reap rewards because of your obedience to God.
This reminds me of the old Church
of God hymn that D. S. Warner
wrote: 'Every precept is essential to
our lives, and to oppose them brings
but strife.'] and the fruit of thy
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle,
the increase of thy kine, and the
flocks of thy sheep. Blessed shall be
thy basket and thy store. Blessed
shalt thou be when thou comest in,
and blessed shalt thou be when thou
goest out."
In other words, you will be
blessed everywhere you turn, in
every area of your life. I believe the
more obedient to God you are, you
will be blessed physically in a greater way. Many people suffer under
afflictions, diseases, and problems
because of disobedience. I am not
saying this is the case with everyone;

nonetheless, it is true. The world
suffers things that Christians do not
have to be subjected to. There is a
wonderful book entitled "None of
These Diseases." Diseases may come
upon you even if you are obedient
to God, but God can heal you. Divine healing is an old-fashioned
Bible doctrine. I heard it preached
when I was a little boy, so it is not a
new doctrine. It is still a Bible doctrine. Sometimes the things that
people suffer happen because somewhere in their lives they are not as
obedient as they ought to be.
Living According to the Book
Deuteronomy 28:7-11 continues:
"The LORD shall cause thine enemies
that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come
out against thee one way, and flee
before thee seven ways. The L ORD
shall command the blessing upon
thee in thy storehouses, and in all
that thou settest thine hand unto;
and he shall bless thee in the land
which the LORD thy God giveth thee.
"The LORD shall establish thee an
holy people unto himself, as he hath
sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep
the commandments of the LORD thy
God, and walk in his ways. And all
people of the earth shall see that
thou art called by the name of the
LORD; and they shall be afraid of
thee. And the LORD shall make thee
plenteous in goods, in the fruit of
thy body, and in the fruit of thy
cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground,
in the land which the LORD sware
unto thy fathers to give thee."
Do you really believe the Word
of God? It pays to be a Christian. If
you have not made a commitment to
Christ, you need to find your way to
an altar of prayer and seek Him
now, lest the door of opportunity
should close forever. The decision to
serve God is a far weightier decision
than any other decision in life. Are
you clear with God? If you are not
clear with your fellowman, you are
not clear with God. If you are holding something against someone,
then you need to be honest and

humble yourself and go to that person and say, "I'm sorry. I worked
against you. I have spoken against
you, and I am sorry."
Jesus said in Matthew 25:40,
"Verily I say unto you, Insomuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have done
it unto me." If you talk about a
brother or a sister and you have

offended that person or destroyed
his or her influence, in essence, you
have worked against God. If there is
a brother or a sister whom you do
not love, then you do not love God.
You need to ask God to help you.
You should not play religion.
As Christians, we are the most
responsible people in the world. The
Church of God is the most beautiful

institution in the world because we
live according to the Book. You need
to be a real man or a real woman for
God. Your spouse will love you for
it, and your children will love you
for it. Won't you pay the price to be
a Christian so that you may gain
eternal life in Heaven?
(Cassette C-2279E)

Procrastination
Unto a youth the Gospel came,
Exhorting him in Jesus' name,
To turn from sin, embrace the Truth
And serve the Lord in the days of youth.
The youth replied, "I know that's right,
But I won't turn from sin tonight;
A few more pleasures I will seek,
And then I'll turn, perhaps next week."
But next week came, and still his heart
Was not inclined from sin to part.
"A few more days in sin I'll live,
And then my heart to God I'll give."
Days pass by, and months roll on,
And still he sings the same old song:
"Not now, but after while I'll pray
For God to wash my sins away."
The months and years went by so fast,
From youth and middle age he passed;
And yet his sins were not forgiven,
Nor yet his name enrolled in Heaven.
From middle age to old he went;
His body 'neath the years was bent;
"His conscience once so keen to feel,
No more was stirred at God's appeal."
Procrastination in its stealth
Had robbed his soul of Heaven's wealth;
And so at last to sin a slave,
He died to fill a Christless grave.

Souls, behold, God says today
Turn now from all your sins away,
Lest you should reach your doleful fate,
And cry at last, "Too late, too late!"
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They Took Me In

"W ho is she?"
"Couldn't say. She is a stranger
here, I think."
"Yes, she lives in that little house
down by the bridge, you know, girls,
that tiny bit of a house covered with
that white rose."
"W here we always have such lots
of flowers to decorate with because
no one ever lived there. W hy, the
house is alm ost tum bled down. How
can anyone live there?"
"No one would if they were not
very poor. Of course, you can tell by
the girl's clothes that she is poor."
"Com e on, girls, never m ind
talking about her," said one of the
num ber im patiently. "W hat difference
does it m ake to us who she is? W e
will be late," and the troop of m erry
girls passed on down the street.
Meantim e the subject of this
conversation was hurrying in another
direction, her eyes blinded by the
quick tears that had spring unbidden
to them when the wistful glance she
had cast at the girls had been m et
with only those of cold curiosity.
"It is hard to be so alone," she
m urm ured, "but I m ust not let Mam m a
know."
The girls went on their way,
unconscious of the wistful look, or
unthinking that they had been in any
way unkind.
Nellie Ross had noticed, however,
and she was thoughtful all the
afternoon. How m ust it feel, she
wondered, to be alone am ong strangers. As they were returning hom e
toward night, she whispered to her
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particular friend: "Do you know,
Mabel, I cannot help thinking of that
girl we m et this m orning."
"W hat girl?" asked Mabel W illis,
with a slightly puzzled air.
"W hy, the one that Margaret said
lived in the little cottage you know."
"Oh, yes. W hat about her?"
"W hy she looked at us so wistfully, and I never see her with anyone;
she m ust be lonely."
"W ell?"
"You know what the Bible says in
Matthew 25:35, 'I was a stranger, and
ye took m e not in.' T his girl is a
stranger, and don't you think we m ight
apply that?"
"Just what are you thinking of,
Nellie?"
"I was thinking that we m ight call
on her and ask her to join our Sunday
school class, and that m ight open the
way."
Mabel laughed. "You always were
a regular m issionary, Nellie; but I
hardly believe I care to go with you,"
with a shrug of her shoulders.
Nellie was disappointed, but she
said no m ore for she had learned the
uselessness of arguing with Mabel, so
she determ ined to m ake her call
alone.
Nellie felt a little tim id as she
presented herself at the tiny hom e the
next afternoon. The girl herself answered her rap, and invited her into
the wee living room . In an easy chair
at one side of the fireplace reclined a
delicate, sweet-faced wom an.
"M y nam e is Nellie Ross, and I
have noticed you and thought you

were a stranger here," began Nellie in
the winning way that had always won
her m any friends, "and so I thought I
would call and ask you to join our
Sunday school class. W e have such
good tim es, and our teacher is so
interesting."
"I would like to go," the girl
faltered; "but they are all such
strangers to m e, and . . ."
"That will not m atter," declared
Nellie. "I will com e for you and will
introduce you to the rest of the girls."
"I thank you, m y dear," said the
wom an, before the girl could answer
again. "I am sure Edna will be glad to
go. It has been rather a trying tim e for
her, I fear, since we cam e here,
although she has never com plained,
for fear it m ight worry m e.
"She was always in church and
Sunday school work at hom e, but m y
health failed, and the physician said a
winter here m ight save m y life.
"My husband could not com e with
m e, for he m ust work at hom e to get
m oney to pay our expenses, so Edna
gave up her school and everything to
com e with m e. W e are com pelled to
live very cheaply, you see, but I am
getting better, and I think I shall get
quite well, if only Edna can be contented here," with a fond glance at her
daughter.
"O f course, I shall be contented,
Mam m a," replied Edna.
"I'm sure she will like the Sunday
school very m uch," said Nellie
earnestly, "and I will com e for her
tom orrow."
[continued on page 26]

Deuteronomy 6:3 Hear therefore, O
Israel, and observe to do it; that it may
be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD God of thy
fathers hath promised thee, in the land
that floweth with milk and honey.
4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our
God is one LORD:
5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy
God with all thine heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy might.
6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart:
7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk
of them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and

when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up.
8 And thou shalt bind them for a
sign upon thine hand, and they shall be
as frontlets between thine eyes.
9 And thou shalt write them upon
the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.
10 And it shall be, when the LORD
thy God shall have brought thee into the
land which he sware unto thy fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give
thee great and goodly cities, which thou
buildedst not,
11 And houses full of all good
things, which thou filledst not, and
wells digged, which thou diggedst not,
vineyards and olive trees, which thou
plantedst not; when thou shalt have

eaten and be full;
12 Then beware lest thou forget the
LORD, which brought thee forth out of
the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage.
13 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy
God, and serve him, and shalt swear by
his name.
14 Ye shall not go after other gods,
of the gods of the people which are round
about you;
15 (For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of
the LORD thy God be kindled against
thee, and destroy thee from off the face of
the earth.

The Three All's
"Thou shalt love
the LO R D thy God
with all thine heart,
and with all thy
soul, and with all
thy might."

Brother C. H. Dickerson
How to Become Prosperous
in the Lord
As we consider this text of
Scripture, you need to get your ears

and your spirit tuned in to hear
what God has to say, because He has
a message for you. Christian friend,
it is your duty to observe and to
abide in what God has said. The

word observe means "to watch
carefully; to conform to."
The preaching of God's Word
cannot save your soul unless you
obey it. When the Gospel is
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preached, God wants you not only
to hear it but also to obey it. It is for
your benefit so that you might
increase mightily. You see, God
wants you to prosper physically and
spiritually. John stated in 3 John
verse 2, "Beloved, I wish above all
things that thou mayest prosper and
be in health, even as thy soul
prospereth." He also wants you to
prosper in material things. God will
do all these things for you, friend, if
you will hear what He says and
observe, or put into practice, what
He tells you and let it become a part
of you; then, my friend, you will
increase mightily.
I know people who have
increased mightily in material things
because they have done square
business with God. I have seen
people who were down in the
depths of sin, and when they did
business with God, they increased
mightily spiritually and became
great giants in the things of God.
God is saying, "I want you to observe My words so that you will
increase mightily." Friend, it is for
your benefit.
Verse 4 states, "Hear, O Israel:
The L ORD our God is one LORD." I
thank God that we have only one
God. Although the world is trying to
portray that there are all kinds of
gods and all kinds of standards, I
want you to realize that we have
only one God and only one standard. If you will measure to that
standard, it will save your soul, turn
your life around, and make you a
new creature. You will look differently and act differently if you do
what God tells you to do.
Isaiah 33:20 reads, "Look upon
Zion, the city of our solemnities
[they do according to what God has
said; they are serious about the
things of God]: thine eyes shall see
Jerusalem a quiet habitation, [I want
you to realize that when you see the
church in her beauty, you will see
something that is quiet. I am not
speaking of being quiet about praising God, but you will see something
that has no fussing, no carrying on,
no wrangling, and no wars in it. You
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may say, 'Well, I know people who
are fussing and carrying on.' I repeat, the church is a quiet place, and
God's people are unified.] a tabernacle that shall not be taken down [I
thank God that the church is going
to stand forever, and the standard is
going to stand forever]; not one of
the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the
cords thereof be broken."
Not one law or one tittle will be
taken out of the church; not one
standard is going to be let down.
Although the world's standards are
getting lower, God is still holding
the same standard that He started.
Before the foundation of the world,
He set up a standard and a kingdom
that cannot be moved. The Lord
gives His people grace to obey the
standard that He has given us. Why?
Because it makes the church. Anytime people let down the standard,
they are not the church anymore.
The church is not a man-made
organization. If you hold the standard where it belongs, then you are
a part of the church, that city set
upon a hill that the world can see
and take stake in.
Having God's Law in Your Heart
Our Scripture text says in verses
5-6: "And thou shalt love the LORD
thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy
might. And these words, which I
command thee this day, shall be in
thine heart." In other words, they
become a part of you, not something
that you merely let go in one ear and
out the other, so to speak. They must
have a permanent place in your
heart. When these things are in your
heart and become a permanent part
of you, you will know exactly what
God expects. The devil is slick, sly,
and slimy. He will slip up on you
and try to insert something in there
to kill the effects of the Word. If it is
in your heart, the very minute someone tries to feed you something
poisonous, spiritually speaking, the
Spirit of God will warn you.
If you have God's law in your

heart, it is as a shield; then when
someone tries to get you to accept
something else, you will back away
from it, because the Lord will show
you that it is wrong. You may not
understand why it is wrong right
then, but a little later you will
understand.
The Word of God must be in
your heart, not just in your mind. If
it were only in your mind, someone
could talk you out of it and put
something else in your mind. However, when it is in your heart and
you walk in the Truth, no one can
talk you out of it, because God put it
in there. He will show you what the
Truth is.
In verse 7 of our Scripture text
we read, "And thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up."
You need to teach your children
what is right. When you are going to
partake of a meal, you need to teach
your children that they ought to
thank God for that meal. Why? It is
not something that you earned. It is
God-given. You need to teach them
to be thankful from the very start of
their lives. You ought to thank God
for each day and teach your children
these things.
Be a Living Example
Above all these things that you
teach them through your voice, you
need to teach them by the way you
walk and by the way you act. That is
how the children pick up things.
You are duty-bound to teach them;
that is absolutely binding. If your
children are going to stand up and
call you blessed, then you must
teach them the right way. How? You
must do it not only by your own
words but also by what you do.
Verse 8 of our Scripture lesson
says, "And thou shalt bind them for
a sign upon thine hand, and they
shall be as frontlets between thine
eyes." When I was growing up on a
farm, we had workhorses, and many

things would scare them, so we had
blinders on the bridles so they could
only see straight ahead. That is the
point the Lord is trying to get to
you. You need to have frontlets on
your eyes so that you cannot see this
and that; all you should see is what
God wants you to do.
Today we are living in a time
when people try to shove many
things down our throats to try to get
us to believe falsity. Therefore, we
each need to have frontlets on our
eyes so that all we can see is Jesus
only, and then do what the Word of
God tells us and not deviate from it.
Our text of Scripture says in
verse 10-11: "And it shall be [after
you have done all these things],
when the LORD thy God shall have
brought thee into the land which he
sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee
great and goodly cities, which thou
buildest not, And houses full of all
good things, which thou filledst not,
and wells digged, which thou
diggest not, vineyards and olive
trees, which thou plantedst not;
when thou shalt have eaten and be
full."
Remember, this was written
many years before Christ was born.
This was an Old Testament prophecy. The Lord is letting you know
that you must do exactly what God
tells you to do. You need to realize
that God called preachers to preach
the Word. Every God-called man
will preach the Word, although it
will not please all the people. Nevertheless, that was the commission
that God gave them.
If you will obey the Word that is
preached and train your children in
the way they ought to go by living
the example, then God will bring
you into the land that He has sworn
to the fathers. The Lord let them
know when He brought them into
those cities that they would be filled
with good things. When He mentioned that goodly city, He was talking about the church. The church is
filled with good things: it is filled
with salvation, Truth, grace, and the
Spirit of Comfort.

Jesus said in Matthew 16:18,
"Upon this rock I will build my
church." When He built the church,
He built a house of good things. No
unclean thing is in God's house.
There is not a sinner or a hypocrite
in the Church of God. The Prophet
Isaiah said in Isaiah 52:11, "Depart
ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence,
touch no unclean thing; go ye out of
the midst of her; be ye clean, that
bear the vessels of the LORD." No
unclean thing can even pass through
the church. God's church is clean.
If you will bind these things in
your heart, if you will observe them
and do what the Lord tells you to
do, you will be in the church, and
you will be clean. Today you do not
have to offer a dove, a calf, or a goat.
Through the blood of the Lamb
(Jesus Christ), you can be clean.
Paying the Price
Jesus said in John 14:2, "In
my Father's house are many mansions. . . ." He was speaking of the
church here when He spoke of His
Father's house. He was not talking
about Heaven. You can read in Genesis, Chapter 1, that God created the
heavens and earth the first day of
His labor. The church was started on
the Day of Pentecost, and He is still
building it yet today. My friend,
there is still room for you. The door
is still open.
On the Day of Pentecost the
Scripture tells us in Acts 2:47, "Praising God, and having favour with all
the people. And the Lord added to
the church daily such as should be
saved." To get in the church, my
friend, you must be saved. It is not
just a matter of wanting in it. You
have to pay the price and get these
things in your heart. You must have
a pure heart, one that is clean before
God; then you will want to do what
God would have you to do. Man has
nothing to do with it. If a man
stands up and tries to talk you into
joining a church, you should run
with all your might. You must be
born again. When a man of God
preaches the Word of God, and you

feel conviction grip your soul, then
God is speaking to you.
You may say, "I don't understand what conviction is." Well, you
will get uncomfortable, and you
may begin to shake, and you will
think that someone has talked to the
preacher and told him all about you.
That is conviction, my friend. If you
turn your life over to God and He
saves your soul, what is the next
step? He will put you in His church.
You do not have to wait six months
as a trial. He puts you in the church
right then, and He gives you the
power of God and the grace of God.
Then as the preacher preaches, you
can measure to the Word and walk
in the light.
God will change your life
completely, all the way through as
you walk in the light of His eternal
Truth. No one will have to twist
your arm, so to speak. If you are
sincere, the man of God will not
have to coax you to obey the Truth
as it is preached. You will measure
up and walk in the light. When you
heed what the Spirit of God says, He
will save your soul and put you in
the church; however, you must pay
the price, my friend. You must quit
the sin business and separate
yourself from the world.
Hearing the Word of God
God called ministers, and when
He called them, He had one message
for them. Jesus said in John 21:16,
"Feed my sheep." The word feed
means "to produce something necessary for growth, or something to
support." God called the ministry to
preach the Gospel, and you cannot
get salvation any other way but
God's way. The Apostle Paul taught
in Romans 10:13-14: "For whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved. How then shall they
call on him in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they believe
in him of whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear
without a preacher?" Once you get
saved, there is no way that you can
get by without a pastor. I realize that
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some people get up a miff tree and
then sit at home and order tapes, but
that is not what the Word of God
says to do.
Hebrews 10:25 says, "Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching." The preacher
needs encouragement. We all need
encouragement. We need to encourage one another, friend. That is one
reason we assemble ourselves at the
house of God. It is not to show off
something or to sell something, but
we go to encourage one another.
We are living in one of the most
discouraging ages in which man has
ever lived. How are we going to be
encouraged? As the saints of God,
we need one another. Also, we need
to lay aside the things that we want
to do, especially when a revival, a
camp meeting, or an all-day meeting
is going on. We need to consider
this: "Those people have encouraged
me, so I need to go back and encourage them." We can be fat and flourishing in the things of God. God
ordained it this way. He wants us
to be an encouragement to one
another.
Too often people do not want to
listen to the pastor. When the pastor
preaches, some people talk, write
notes, decide what they are going to
get at the grocery store, and figure
out how much money they are
going to have after they get their
paycheck and pay their bills. When
it comes to hearing the Word of
God, they do not hear it. As a result,
they go out without receiving anything; then they say, "That preacher
is not feeding my soul anymore."
Well, do you know the reason? They
no longer have their cups turned
upright.
If you have your cup turned
upright, when the pastor gets up
and preaches God's eternal Truth
under the anointing of the Spirit of
God, you are going to get your cup
filled, not just a little in the bottom,
but you will get it filled to the brim.
Sometimes your cup will get so full
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that it will overflow and you will
start praising God. If you keep it
turned upside down, you will not
have any praise, and you will go out
and say, "He is not feeding my soul;
I am going to leave."
Friend, the only reason some
people do not get their souls fed
around the Church of God is simply
because they are not listening. They
come for something other than to
hear the Word of God. If you do not
go to the house of God to hear the
Word of God, you are missing the
whole point.
The Watchman
The man of God is God-chosen.
God sanctified him and set him
aside to do a special work, but today
people want to rate him as just
another man. Romans 10:15 states,
"And how shall they preach, except
they be sent? as it is written, How
beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and
bring glad tidings of good things!"
God did not lift him from the standpoint that he thinks he is above you,
but He did set him on the wall as a
watchman. He is not down on the
ground. God called a ministry, and
He set them on a higher place to
watch for souls, because the enemy
is sneaky.
The devil does not always come
with a pitchfork, a long tail, and a
couple of horns on his head. When
you see someone sneaking in and
trying to whisper something in your
ear, you should take note that it is
not God's Spirit working. I repeat,
the man of God sits on the wall to
watch for your soul. When he sees
the enemy approaching, he is to
sound the alarm and cry out against
him. Instead of getting upset at him,
you ought to perk up your ears and
listen, because he is watching for
your soul. Whenever the man of
God cries out as he is watching for
your soul, there is only one thing for
you to do: you ought to submit and
obey him. If you do not, that is disobedience, and disobedience is sin.
It is sin when you are not obedient

to what the pastor tells you when he
is a good, godly man.
The devil has set out to deceive
you so that he can destroy your soul.
The man of God on the wall sees
this. This is not a literal wall, but a
spiritual wall. God lifted him up
there and gave him a greater understanding and discernment than he
has given you. He can see things
that you cannot see. He can discern
when people have a silver tongue
that can almost convince you of
anything. Often such people think
they are right in everything, and
they think they have never been
wrong. A man of God can discern
that spirit, and he will warn you
about it. You ought to take heed, my
friend, because he is watching for
your soul.
In verse 11 of our Scripture text,
the Lord let them know that they
would have vineyards and olive
trees that they did not plant, yet
they would get to enjoy the fruits of
them. Zechariah talked about the
Word and the Spirit, and that is
what the olive trees and the vineyards represent. God does all these
spiritual and material things for you.
Beware, Lest You Forget the Lord
Again, verses 10-11 of our
Scripture text read: "And it shall be,
when the LORD thy God shall have
brought thee into the land which he
sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee
great and goodly cities, which thou
buildest not, And houses full of all
good things, which thou filledst not,
and wells digged, which thou
diggedst not, vineyards and olive
trees, which thou plantedst not;
when thou shalt have eaten and be
full."
God has blessed this nation, and
He has blessed the people of God. I
have seen people get saved who did
not have anything, but when they
started to serve God, He started
blessing them in a material way
until they got on their feet. Child of
God, if you have a house, an automobile, clothes, food to eat, and

good health, you need to realize that
all these things come from God. The
only reason you can work is that
God has given you the good health
to do it. If you did not have good
enough health, you could not work.
If you could not work, you would
become nothing but a pauper.
You should sit down and think
about what God has done for you.
You need to think about the material
things with which God has blessed
you. Then you need to consider the
spiritual side and think about where
you once were. Perhaps you were
once bound by drugs or alcohol or
on the verge of committing suicide.
God got hold of you and showed
you a better way. He showed you
there is something worth living for,
and you took hold of that, got to the
house of God and repented and
asked God to forgive you; then He
made you a brand-new creation. The
old things passed away: the drugs
were gone, the cussing was gone,
the sinful habits were gone, and the
desire to commit suicide was gone.
You had something to live for.
If you have something to live
for, God gave it to you. The world
did not give it to you. When God
gives you something worth living
for, you can enjoy life. Oh, how
good it is to get up each morning
and not have any pain! How good it
is to get up each morning and have
a clear conscience! How good it is to
have a heart pure! Friend, serving
God is the greatest life there is.
Another good thing is when you
can lay your head on your pillow
and know that there is nothing
between your soul and the Savior.
Oh, how blessed it is! Where did
these blessings come from? They
came from God. Christian friend,
God made you what you are today.
What is the Word that God has
for you? If you have peace in your
soul, God gave it to you. If you have
salvation, living a life above sin,
God gave it to you. No one can earn
these things. Child of God, in view
of all these blessings, God has a
message for you. Verse 12 of our
Scripture lesson reads, "Then beware

lest thou forget the LORD." How
many have forgotten what God has
done for them? Where are they today? They have forgotten that God
set them on their feet and blessed
them in a marvelous way. They took
what God gave them, and they forgot where God brought them from.
Serve God Wholeheartedly
Verse 13 of the Scripture text
says, "Thou shalt fear the LORD thy
God, and serve him, and shalt swear
by his name." In other words, you
ought to stand for God's Word no
matter what it costs. My friend, do
not let anyone pull down the Word
of God or tear down the standard of
God. It could cost you your life. In
the morning time it cost millions of
people their lives because they stood
for the Word of God. It will cost you
some heartaches, but stand for it.
God will repay you.
Our Scripture text says in verse
15 that God is a jealous God. You
cannot get by with failing to do
what God tells you to do. Verse 5 of
our text of Scripture says, "And thou
shalt love the LORD thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy might." According
to the dictionary, the word all means
"the whole amount, extent, or quantity; the entire number, the greatest
possible, or as much as possibly said
in all sincerity." This text of Scripture leaves absolutely no room for
any question concerning what God
meant. Jesus came along and said
the same thing in Matthew 22:37,
which reads, "Jesus said unto him,
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind."
One day you are going to face
the Judgment. You are going to meet
the Judge face to face. Hosea 12:1
states, "Ephraim feedeth on wind,
and followeth after the east wind: he
daily increaseth lies and desolation;
and they do make a covenant with
the Assyrians, and oil is carried into
Egypt." They increase in lies daily.
We are living in a time when
people do not refrain from telling

things that are not true. They will
even take what a preacher preaches
and omit one word or twist it a little
to try to kill the effects of what he
said; then they will go out and say,
"Well, that preacher lied."
You can deny Christ and deny
His Word all you want to, and you
can make all kinds of excuses about
why you are denying the Word, or
why you are not living as God tells
you to live, but one of these days
you are going to meet the Judge.
What will you say then? You will be
speechless.
Often pastors have counseled
people and told them exactly what
they ought to do, but they did not
do it. Then when they got older and
got on their deathbeds, they called
for the preacher and wanted him to
change the picture entirely. Friend, it
does not happen that way. The
preacher cannot change that. All he
can do is instruct you concerning
how you ought to walk, and then it
is up to you to walk that way. If you
do not walk that way, when death
comes, you can only blame yourself.
If you fool around and fail to take
the things of God seriously, all the
preacher can do is pray and beg and
plead before God that He will have
mercy, but he cannot change the
past.
The cares of life are closing in
upon people rapidly. Sad to say, we
are living in a time when people
have gotten so busy that they do not
take time to pray or read the Word
of God, and they think it is perfectly
all right.
Giving the Lord Your All
Some people get so busy that
they get a cup of coffee and get in
the automobile and down the road
they go. While they are trying to
drink their coffee and watch for
traffic, they try to pray. Friend, that
will not work. Sometimes you might
have to pray when you are on the
run, but God does not want you to
make a habit of it.
The Bible lets you know it takes
time to be holy. Jesus said to go in
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the closet and shut the door. You
will have a hard time going in the
closet and closing the door when
you are driving down the road.
What was Jesus saying? He wants us
to get alone with God. Talking with
God must be a two-way conversation. I firmly believe that if you are
going to get something from God,
He expects something from you. I
worked in the work force at a secular job for many years. I never asked
for a raise, but when I received a
raise, I felt that I owed the company
more work than I was doing, and I
believe that same principle is true
when it comes to serving God.
When God does something for
you or heals you, He healed you so
that you could go out and work for
Him. He wants you to live for Him
and show the world a better way.
He did not heal you so that you
could sit down and baby yourself.
You ought to feel obligated to give
God your all when He does something for you. The only way you are
going to do that is to have a twoway conversation with Him: you tell
God what you need, and He tells
you what you need to do to get it.
How often has God done something
for you? What was your reaction?
Has He healed you? What are you
doing in return for that? Are you
doing something for Him?
You may go to the Lord in prayer and say, "God, I am so heavily
burdened. You know the burden
that rests upon my heart." You pray
and plead before God, "My God,
will You work out this burden?" All
at once God moves in and works it
out, and you say, "Oh, thank You,
Lord," and away you go, forgetting
all about it. God wants you to do
something for Him. You ought to
feel obligated and dedicate your life
to Him in a greater way.
You ought to love God with all
your heart. If you will do this, you
will allow nothing to hinder you
from putting God first. You will put
God first when it comes to giving
Him your time, you will put Him
first in your prayer life, and you will
put Him first in your finances.
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How Will Death Find You?
God has placed a desire in
people to want a companion. This is
a natural desire, because God said it
is not good for a man to live alone.
After you find that companion, usually children come along and you
are quite involved. Children are
intelligent, and they know whether
their father and mother are truly
serving God wholeheartedly. They
hear you if you fuss and wrangle in
the home. They are afraid to say
anything, but it registers in their
minds. It sends them the message
that when they get married, it is all
right to fuss and fight because Dad
and Mom did it.
I want you to realize, friend, that
it is appointed for man once to die,
and after that comes the Judgment.
You may say, "I have plenty of time.
I'm young." The Psalmist said in
Psalm 90:9, "For all our days are
passed away in thy wrath: we spend
our years as a tale that is told." Do
you remember when you were just a
child? When I was about eleven or
twelve years of age, I could hardly
wait until I became sixteen years of
age. The reason was that I was not
as tall as Dad was, and I wanted to
be as tall as he. As I look back now
to when I was sixteen, it seems like
just a short time ago. Time is going
so fast. This is a serious age. You are
going to face the Judge one of these
days. Will you be weighed and
found wanting?
I want you to realize that death
knows no age limitations. Ecclesiastes 11:3 tells us, "If the clouds be full
of rain, they empty themselves upon
the earth: and if the tree fall toward
the south, or toward the north, in
the place where the tree falleth, there
it shall be." This verse lets you know
that once death overtakes you, you
will not have another chance. When
you draw your last breath, whatever
condition your soul is in, that is how
you are going to stand before the
judgment bar of God.
Friend, you have no lease on life.
Death can come suddenly. How will
it find you? This is serious. Life is

serious. When the preacher stands
up and preaches, do you take the
message lightly? Do you make fun
of him? You may whisper to someone of how awful he is all you want
to, but you are going to stand before
God. One of these days, if Jesus tarries, you are going to want to get
hold of God in the worst way.
One time after I preached a
message to uncover old Babylon, I
explained how Babylon tries to
make themselves a name and tries to
make their own way to Heaven. A
man who sat in the congregation
came to the house and told my wife
that he wanted to see me. I was not
there, so she told him that I was
gone. Then he said to her, "I don't
think that Babylon is as bad as
Brother Dickerson says it is."
My wife told him, "Well, you
need to go out and see then." So that
is what he did.
A year or two later, the
telephone rang and his wife said he
was in the hospital and wanted me
to come immediately to pray. He
was almost dead with cancer. As I
was on the way over, God assured
me that He was going to heal him.
His wife could hardly even understand what he said, because he was
so far gone. I went in there and
anointed and prayed for that man,
and God raised him up. He came
back to church, and he stood up and
apologized to the church. He also
told them that what I said about
Babylon was true. He confirmed that
God's Word is true. He said it was
just as bad in Babylon as I had told
them. He went back to work and
worked until he retired.
You may take this message lightly, but you are going to remember
the preacher when he preaches the
Truth and you turned it down,
laughed at him, mocked him, and
walked out on him. You are going to
remember that. I leave the message
with you to do whatever you choose
to do.
(Cassette C-4192M)

2 Kings 5:1 Now Naaman, captain
of the host of the king of Syria, was a
great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had
given deliverance unto Syria: he was
also a mighty man in valour, but he was
a leper.
2 And the Syrians had gone out by
companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little
maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife.
3 And she said unto her mistress,
Would God my lord were with the
prophet that is in Samaria! for he would
recover him of his leprosy.
4 And one went in, and told his
lord, saying, Thus and thus said the
maid that is of the land of Israel.
5 And the king of Syria said, Go to,
go, and I will send a letter unto the king
of Israel. And he departed, and took with
him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of
raiment.
6 And he brought the letter to the

king of Israel, saying, Now when this
letter is come unto thee, behold, I have
therewith sent Naaman my servant to
thee, that thou mayest recover him of his
leprosy.
7 And it came to pass, when the
king of Israel had read the letter, that he
rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to
kill and to make alive, that this man
doth send unto me to recover a man of
his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray
you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel
against me.
8 And it was so, when Elisha the
man of God had heard that the king of
Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent
to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou
rent thy clothes? let him come now to
me, and he shall know that there is a
prophet in Israel.
9 So Naaman came with his horses
and with his chariot, and stood at the
door of the house of Elisha.
10 And Elisha sent a messenger
unto him, saying, Go and wash in

Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall
come again to thee, and thou shalt be
clean.
11 But Naaman was wroth, and
went away, and said, Behold, I thought,
He will surely come out to me, and
stand, and call on the name of the LORD
his God, and strike his hand over the
place, and recover the leper.
12 Are not Abana and Pharpar,
rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel? may I not wash in
them, and be clean? So he turned and
went away in a rage.
13 And his servants came near, and
spake unto him, and said, My father, if
the prophet had bid thee do some great
thing, wouldest thou not have done it?
how much rather then, when he saith to
thee, Wash, and be clean?
14 Then went he down, and dipped
himself seven times in Jordan, according
to the saying of the man of God: and his
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a
little child, and he was clean.

Brother Irwin Sesher
The Sin of Pride
In our Scripture lesson Naaman,
in his own mind, had it all worked
out concerning how it was going to
be when he went to see the man of

God, but that was not God's way.
Verse 1 of the Scripture text states,
"Now Naaman, captain of the host
of the king of Syria, was a great man
with his master, and honourable,
because by him the LORD had given

deliverance unto Syria: he was also
a mighty man in valour, but he was
a leper." Though Naaman had leprosy, he was an honorable man.
However, he was proud and wanted
to do things his way despite his
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physical ailment.
Saint, you need to watch that
you do not become proud. That
spirit gets hold of many people.
Proverbs 16:18 reads, "Pride goeth
before destruction, and an haughty
spirit before a fall." There is a spirit
behind the sin of pride. You need to
watch out for it. Satan would love
for that spirit to capture you. It will
cause you to have the attitude, "I can
sing better than they can" or "I can
pray better than that" or "I can testify much better than he can." You
need to be careful that the terrible
spirit of pride does not get hold of
you.
Anyone can get caught up in
pride. We all need to remember that
we are nothing without God. He is
the One who gives us strength and
reveals the Truth to us. Pride can
enter the worship services and one's
daily living.
When Naaman stood in front of
Elisha's house, he probably thought
the man of God would be amazed
that such a great man was there to
see him, but Elisha did not even go
out to greet him. Instead, Elisha sent
out a messenger. Sometimes a person needs to be knocked down a few
rungs on the ladder, so to speak.
God has a way of bringing a person
down. If you start to think that you
can do no wrong, it will be just a
matter of time before God will allow
something to humble you. Nevertheless, that is not the time to buck
up against God and question Him,
"Why did You do that?" If you look
back, you will understand the reason. It could be that you have been
disobedient to God in some way. He
has ways to get your attention.
Doing Things God's Way
Verse 10 of our Scripture text
states, "And Elisha sent a messenger
unto him, saying, Go and wash in
Jordan seven times, and thy flesh
shall come again to thee, and thou
shalt be clean." Can you imagine the
expression on Naaman's face? No
doubt, he thought, "What? You want
me to go where and do what? You
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must be kidding me. Don't you
know who I am? Don't you know
how far I have traveled? Do you
know what you're asking of me?"
This is a very good example of
something that someone expected to
happen, but it did not. Naaman only
wanted to hear what he wanted to
hear, but he received a message to
do something else.
You should go to church with a
prayer in your heart, a song on your
lips, and a desire to serve God with
your whole heart. We are such
needy creatures. When we go to
church, we should be just as little
birds that sit with their mouths open
and ready to eat. We need God
every day. It is a joy to be in the
worship services. Having prayer
service before the main worship
service is also very important. If you
expect to see things happen in your
life, see your lost loved ones saved,
and see bodies healed, you need to
spend much time in prayer. You
should not go to church just to hear
what So-and-So has to say or to see
what someone is wearing. Also,
church is not the place to discuss
where you are going to go on vacation or to talk about your work
schedule.
You should attend the worship
service with a burden for the service
and a burden for souls. You should
pray for the special singers, for the
one who leads the congregational
singing, and for the one who preaches the Word. Our service for the
Lord is serious. It is not a time to
play. It is more serious than many
people realize, because we each are
facing eternity.
In verse 11 of our Scripture text
we find that "Naaman was wroth
[he was filled with anger], and went
away, and said, Behold, I thought,
He will surely come out to me, and
stand, and call on the name of the
LORD his God." There is no difference in the way Naaman thought
about how things should happen
than in people today saying, "I
thought he should have handled the
problem this way" or "I don't think
he should preach that way." Well,

you need to get your thoughts out of
the way and let God take care of it.
Many people do not realize
what an important part the song
leader has in the worship services.
The song leader ought to listen to
the Holy Spirit, and He will direct
him concerning what songs to sing.
If you turned in your name to sing a
song and there is not enough time to
use your song, you should not
develop a wrong attitude.
Naaman had it all planned how
he thought he should be healed, but
the Lord had something different
planned for him. Many people have
planned what they are going to do
on Sundays. You may say, "Well,
Sunday is my only day off." You
ought to make sure that you are in
the services of God. That is a rest in
itself. Some people always have
something else to do Sunday. Sunday is really the start of the week,
and what a way to start the week!
You are going to face all kinds of
evil spirits that want to bring you
down during the week, so it just
makes good sense to attend the worship services and get your spirit
renewed to face the work week.
God Requires Full Obedience
If you are a child of God, no
matter what the enemy throws at
you, you can still live for God. This
is no time to back away. It is time to
move forward with God. You need
to turn your life over to Him. He
knows all about you, and He knows
what is best for you.
Naaman had it all planned how
he was going to be healed, but God
had a different plan. Naaman said in
verse 12 of our Scripture text, "Are
not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters
of Israel? may I not wash in them,
and be clean?" Then we read that he
"turned and went away in a rage."
When people do not get their
way, they turn around and go away
in a rage. Although God so miraculously saved them from sin, they still
turn their backs on Him, on His
mercies, and on the help that they

need for their souls. That is sad.
When the Lord puts it in your heart
to ask someone for forgiveness, you
had better do it. If the Lord puts it
on your heart, you should not disobey Him. That might be your only
chance. You need to go to the one to
whom you did the damage. If you
have aught against your brother or
sister and the Lord tells you to make
it right, you ought to do it. Did you
borrow someone's shovel or rake,
and has it been a while since you
borrowed it? When the Lord brings
it to your mind, you need to get that
back to that person. If you go to the
garage and find that it is in worse
shape now than when you borrowed
it, you ought to replace it. You
should not take advantage of people. You would not want that done
to you.
The man of God instructed
Naaman to dip seven times in the
Jordan River. No doubt, he thought,
"You want me to dip seven times in
the dirty old Jordan? You expect me
to go down there and do that? You
do not know who I am! You do not
know where I have come from!"
Friend, is that much different from
the Lord asking you to witness to
your boss who just gave you a bad
review on your job? Young person,
is that any different from the Lord
asking you to witness to a boy or a
girl at school who has been giving
you a hard time? Is there any difference in talking to a neighbor for
whom you are really burdened,
whom the Lord has placed on your
heart to invite to the services if you
say, "Lord, do You really want me to
do that?" Again, if the Lord has instructed you to do it, you ought to
do what He says.
Verse 14 of the Scripture text
states, "Then went he down, and
dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the
man of God: and his flesh came
again like unto the flesh of a little
child, and he was clean." Consider
all the heartaches that you could
have avoided in your own life had
you obeyed God the first time He
spoke to you. Spiritually speaking,

how much further up the road could
you be had you obeyed God the first
time rather than to say, "No, Lord, I
don't want You now. That 'river' is
not for me. I want to go out and do
what I want to do." Many could be
much further up the spiritual ladder
had they done things God's way the
first time.
It would not have done Naaman
any good to have cheated on God.
When God said to dip seven times,
He meant seven times, not five or six
times. What God says, you must
obey. If God tells you that you need
to settle down, you ought to settle
down. If God tells you to move up a
little closer to Him, you need to
move closer. If He tells you to keep
quiet, then you need to keep quiet.
The blessing comes when you obey
God completely. Complete obedience is where you will receive the
blessing. This is what God expects of
your life. You need to do what God
tells you to do.
Submitting to God
Psalm 18:44 says, "As soon as
they hear of me, they shall obey me:
the strangers shall submit themselves unto me." It should not be
what you want for yourself, but
instead you should consider how it
will glorify and lift up the Kingdom
of God. When you become a child of
God, you must get self out of the
picture. The Christian's attitude
should be, "How does God see it?
What does God want me to do?
What does the Lord want me to do
to help someone else?" You should
not have the attitude, "I want to be
up front. I want everyone to see me."
The Lord may want to place you in
a position where no one will see
you. How would you accept that?
You had better be careful. That
might be what God wants you to do,
so you should accept it and go on
and say, "Lord, whatever you want
me to do, I will do." We are to build
up the Kingdom of God.
Naaman had to do what God
wanted him to do. No one else could
experience this for Naaman. He was

instructed concerning what he had
to do to be healed, and that is just
the way salvation is. Salvation is
wonderful! It is a glorious transformation of one's life. It is beautiful,
but until you experience it, you cannot tell others about it. It is just like
trying to describe how delicious a
big piece of strawberry pie with
whipped cream tastes. Others cannot experience how good it tastes
until they taste it themselves. Psalm
34:8 says, "O taste and see that the
Lord is good." I am thankful that I
have tasted and have seen that the
Lord is good. I am glad that I have
tasted the things of God. I know that
the Lord is good in my life. Since I
have experienced salvation in my
life, I can tell others how good He is.
When you experience it for yourself,
you cannot tell enough how good
God has been to you and how He
has lifted you from the pit of sin and
put you on the Rock to stay. Salvation is good! God is great, and God
is good!
Dear one, you need to let the
Lord direct your path. Let Him pilot
your life. Let Him be the One in
charge of your life. You need Him
each and every day. The Lord
knows exactly what direction you
need to go. In the year ahead you do
not know what you will face. You
need to let God pilot your ship. He
knows all about what lies ahead of
you. He has walked this way before
you, and He knows what you need.
He knows how to encourage you,
and He knows how to help you in
times of trouble.
The Best Life to Live
Discouragement is one of the
biggest problems that a saint of God
has to struggle with. Yes, you may
be discouraged, but you do not have
to stay in that condition. You have
so much to be thankful for. God has
blessed you with so much. The
world is paying big money trying to
get what the saints of God have. You
may fight depression and discouragement, but you have One who is
higher than all of that. He will fight
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your battles. He has walked this
way before you, and He is your
example. He is the One you need to
place your faith and trust in, not
man. Man makes mistakes, but God
never fails.
Naaman had a completely
different attitude when he realized
that he was standing in his own
way. You need to get self out of the
way and get on the heavenly highway. There are too many things to
do for God than to sit in a miff tree
thinking that no one loves you and

no one cares for you. You need to
get to work for God.
Sinner friend, the Christian life
is the best life to live. Do not let the
devil cheat you out of this great
salvation. Even if there were no
Heaven to go to, it would still be the
best life to live. This is a pure, holy,
clean life. This is not a time to go out
and get mixed up in things of the
world. If you do, you will become
completely messed up. God did not
create you for that. He created you
for His blessing and for His glory. It

makes good sense to serve God. Do
not let the enemy try to tell you any
differently. Sinner friend, you can
experience this salvation. You may
say, "Well, that is just what he says"
or "That is just what the pastor says
about salvation." Why not taste and
see that the Lord is good? You can
experience this salvation today.
There is no reason to go on unsaved.

[Espec. for Young People—cont. from p. 16]

last song that she so far forgot herself
as to join in the singing. Then the girls
were astonished. She sang alto
beautifully.
"Really," cried one of them as
soon as they were dism issed, "you
m ust join our young people's choir,

will you? W e do need an alto so
badly."
From that tim e on, Edna had no
cause for loneliness, for she was one
of the girls, and her m other sm iled
and grew better.

to the altar and begin to pray for
God's help and deliverance. The
pastor comes to help and counsel
them regarding their need and he
asks, "What can I do to help?" The
reply is, "I just do not feel like I am
saved." When asked, "Do you know
anywhere you have sinned or failed
God?" The answer is no. When it all
boils down, we find that is just the
enemy of their soul falsely accusing
or condemning them for no definite
reason.
Real condemnation is defined in
John 3:19-21 where Jesus said: "And
this is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved

darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. For every one
that doeth evil hateth the light,
neither cometh to the light, lest his
deeds should be reproved, But he
that doeth truth cometh to the light,
that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God."
Condemnation from God is
brought to reprove those who do
wrong, not those who are striving to
live for the Lord and please Him. In
1 John 2:29 we find that "every one
that doeth righteousness is born of
him [God]."

She did so, and Edna went with
her, although she felt a little shy, but
the warm welcom e given her by the
teacher and the friendliness of the
girls soon m ade her feel at hom e. It
was not until they joined in singing the

[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]
So often, in a worship service,
Satan will impose himself on the
conscientious soul. In 2 Corinthians
11:14, Paul tells us that "Satan himself
is transformed into an angel of light."
He is capable of disguising his voice;
therefore, he makes himself sound
like God.
As the message goes forth, Satan will mask his voice and cause
men and women to believe that the
preacher is accusingly speaking
solely to them. This will cause that
man or woman who is truly striving to
be their best for God to fall under a
spirit of false condemnation. They go

(Cassette C-5210E)

Little self-denials, little honesties, little passing words of sympathy,
little nameless acts of kindness, little silent victories over
temptations—these are the silent threads of gold which, when woven
together, gleam so brightly in the pattern of life that God approves.
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Selected

PHOENIX, AZ
March 14-18

REVIVAL: Church of God, 3450 W . Grovers Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85027
Evangelist: Brother E. David Stegmeier, Canby, Oregon
Service times: Monday-Saturday 7:00 p.m.; Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday W orship 10:15 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor C. H. Ferguson, 19237 N. 21 st Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85027
Telephone: 602-516-0836

SYLACAUGA, AL
March 14-18

ANNUAL SPRING MEETING: Sylacauga Church of God, 106 South Main Ave., Sylacauga, AL 35150
Service times: W ednesday-Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 10:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m.; Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Special time of fellowship after Friday evening service. The church will serve lunch after the Saturday
morning service and after the Sunday morning service. Come and be a blessing or just be blessed!
Special singing, preaching, and praising the Lord each service. Everyone welcome.
Motels: Towne Inn 256-249-3821, Jameson Inn 256-245-4141, & Holiday Inn Express 256-207-1511
For further information contact: Pastor Tim W ilson. Telephone: 256-245-0321

CANBY, OR
March 26- April 1

REVIVAL: Church of God, 522 NW 2 nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
Evangelist: Brother Irwin Sesher, Heath, Ohio
Service times: Monday-Saturday 7:30 p.m.; Sunday 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor David Stegmeier, 552 NW 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97 013
Telephone: 503-266-9297

MEDINA, OH
April 9-15

REVIVAL: Church of God, 6745 W ooster Pike, Medina, OH 44256
Evangelist: Brother Richard Talbot, Ovapa, W est Virginia
Service times: Monday-Saturday 7:00 p.m. & Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Daniel W ebster, 92 W . Main Street, Seville, OH 44273
Telephone: (Home) 330-435-6490 or (Church) 330-725-5993

SUMMERSVILLE, WV
April 11-18

REVIVAL: The Church of God, 74 Armstrong Road, Summersville, W V 26651
Evangelist: Brother Roger L. Decker, Newark, Ohio
Service times: W ednesday-Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 6:00 p.m.; Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.;
Monday-W ednesday 7:00 p.m. Visit website at: ChurchofGodSummersvilleW V.com
For further information contact: Pastor Earl R. Borders. Telephone: 304-872-4047

MECHANICSBURG, IN
April 18-22

REVIVAL: Church of God, 9297 W est US 36 (just west of Mechanicsburg, Indiana)
Evangelist: Brother Adam W olf, New Florence, Pennsylvania
Service times: W ednesday-Saturday 7:00 p.m.; Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday W orship 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Allen Polston, 2020 Ralph St., New Castle, IN 47362
Telephone: 765-521-8284

KENSETT, AR
April 20-22

REVIVAL: Kensett Church of God, 409 Southeast 2nd Street, Kensett, AR 72082
Evangelist: Brother Roger L. Decker, Newark, Ohio
Service times: Friday 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 6:00 p.m.; Sunday 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
For further information contact: Pastor Calvin Foster, Kensett, Arkansas
Telephone: (Church) 501-742-3006 or (Home) 501-742-3961

NEWTON, KS
April 27-29

REVIVAL: The Church of God, Newton, KS
Evangelist: Brother Roger L. Decker, Newark, Ohio
Service times: Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday W orship 10:45 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.;
Monday - W ednesday 7:00 p.m. For further information contact: Pastor Sandy Killfoil, 315 Old Main St.,
Newton, KS 67114. Telephone: (316) 842-5127

HONDURAS
May 7-13

CONVENTION: Church of God, Honduras. Evangelists: Brother David Stegmeier, Canby Oregon &
Brother Roger L. Decker, Newark, Ohio. For further information contact: Pastor Esau Brooks.
Telephone: (Honduras) 011-504-451-514 or (Grand Cayman) 1-345-947-2114
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