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F A IT H
One big problem that some
people have in their experience is
wanting to judge their salvation by
feelings. Nowhere in the Scriptures
do we find anything that would
substantiate the idea of being saved
by feelings. Even though we have
feelings in salvation, these feelings
should not be used as a gauge to
determine spirituality. The reason
simply being that your feelings can
fluctuate from day to day. For instance, one day you may be sick
and not feel well in body, but because you do not feel well is no
sign that you are not saved. By the
same token, one cannot say that he
is saved because he feels good and
everything is going well with him.
Galatians 3:11 informs us, "The just
shall live by faith." In 2 Corinthians
5:7 we read, "(For we walk by faith,
not by sight)."
It would be well for every child
of God to be reminded of the fact
that the Christian's pathway is not
always smooth. There will be times
that each one will encounter difficult situations. You may not always
know which way to turn. If you are
not careful, however, when such
times come, you could allow the
enemy to bring confusion and
sow doubt in your mind as to the
reality of your salvation. Though
reverses, sickness, and misfortune
engulf you, it is not necessarily
God trying to show you that you
have lost out. God may be withdrawing His Spirit a little from you
to allow your faith in Him to be
tried and to cause you to grow so

OR

F E E L IN G

that you might become a more
mature Christian. In any event, you
need to try the spirit that is presenting itself to you in these times
and see if it is of God or of the
enemy, and then act accordingly.
Job was a great example to us
of a man who retained his faith in
God regardless of the circumstances that befell him. Every Bible
student knows how the devil was
allowed to try him: taking his family, his earthly possessions, and
even afflicting his body with painful boils. In his misfortune, his financial reverse, and his affliction,
Job did not sin or give up his faith
in God. No doubt, many times the
situation looked dark, but he held
fast to the hand that is unseen to
the natural eye. Job was assured in
his heart that God was able to bring
him through. If need be, Job was
willing to die trusting Him. You
can read his words recorded in Job
13:15-16: "Though he slay me, yet
will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him. He
also shall be my salvation." Job's
faith in God was firm and unmoveable regardless of all the
opposition the enemy and his
comforters gave him.
If there is some question in
your mind regarding your experience, you need to ask God to
examine you and reveal to you
whether or not there is something
there that you need to take care of.
David said in Psalm 139:23-24:
"Search me, O God, and know my

Vol. 37 July 2007 No. 7
2

Copyright 2007 Church of God, Inc.

All Rights Reserved.

[c ontinue d on pag e 2 5 ]

Psalm 112:1 Praise ye the LORD.
Blessed is the man that feareth the
LORD, that delighteth greatly in his
commandments.
2 His seed shall be mighty upon
earth: the generation of the upright shall
be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches shall be in his
house: and his righteousness endureth
for ever.
4 Unto the upright there ariseth

light in the darkness: he is gracious, and
full of compassion, and righteous.
5 A good man showeth favour, and
lendeth: he will guide his affairs with
discretion.
6 Surely he shall not be moved for
ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.
7 He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the
LORD.

8 His heart is established, he shall
not be afraid, until he see his desire
upon his enemies.
9 He hath dispersed, he hath given
to the poor; his righteousness endureth
for ever; his horn shall be exalted with
honour.
10 The wicked shall see it, and be
grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth,
and melt away: the desire of the wicked
shall perish.

Brother Roger L. Decker
The Promises of God Are True
This psalm is very encouraging.
Though simple in its structure, it
sets forth the advantages and benefits of a God-fearing man who continually serves the Lord. It speaks of
the genealogy of such a man in verse
2, which reads, "His seed shall be
mighty upon earth: the generation
of the upright shall be blessed." It
tells of his wealth and righteousness
in verse 3 and speaks about the light

that God will shine upon his path
and how God will guide his affairs.
Next, the Psalmist talked about
how the God-fearing man stands
unafraid and is settled. Again, verses 6-8 read: "Surely he shall not be
moved for ever: the righteous shall
be in everlasting remembrance. He
shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his
heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD.
His heart is established, he shall not
be afraid, until he see his desire
upon his enemies." Then this psalm

tells how the man who fears the
Lord will be the object of envy by
the wicked.
I want you to read verse 7 again:
"He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in
the LORD." The word fixed has several synonyms. It means his heart is
unchanging, or predetermined. All
those benefits come upon the Godfearing man because his heart is
fixed.
May God help your spiritual
3

heart to be settled, or fixed. Too
often people's hearts are not fixed,
and they do not keep serving God
long enough for them to reap good
things from the Lord. God has some
good things for the God-fearing
person who will keep His commandments and keep his heart
fixed, settled, and determined. The
Bible says in Galatians 6:7-8: "Be not
deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap. For he that soweth to
his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting."
Friend, if you think you can
escape reaping what you are sowing, you are deceived. That is the
great deception of sin. You need to
understand that when you commit
sin, you are dealing with Almighty
God. You are dealing with One who
keeps the record straight. He knows
all things. He knows your thoughts
before they become thoughts. Psalm
139:12 tells us that "the darkness
and the light are both alike" to Him.
Daniel's Strong
Commitment to God
We find in the Book of Daniel
that Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, took Daniel captive and
took him to Babylon when he besieged Jerusalem. Daniel 1:1-8 states:
"In the third year of the reign of
Jehoiakim king of Judah came
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.
And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king
of Judah into his hand, [Who did
this? The Lord gave Jehoiakim into
his hand. When people will not
straighten out and live right, if they
are going to fool around with Babylon, God will let them get swallowed up by it.] with part of the
vessels of the house of God: which
he carried into the land of Shinar to
the house of his god; and he brought
the vessels into the treasure house of
his god.
"And the king spake unto
Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs,
4

that he should bring certain of the
children of Israel, and of the king's
seed, and of the princes; Children in
whom was no blemish, but well
favoured, and skilful in all wisdom,
and cunning in knowledge, and
understanding science, and such as
had ability in them to stand in the
king's palace, and whom they might
teach the learning and the tongue of
the Chaldeans. And the king appointed them a daily provision of
the king's meat, and of the wine
which he drank: so nourishing them
three years, that at the end thereof
they might stand before the king.
"Now among these were of
the children of Judah, Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:
Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto
Daniel the name of Belteshazzar;
and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and
to Mishael, of Meshach; and to
Azariah, of Abednego. But Daniel
purposed in his heart [notice that he
purposed in his heart, not in his
mind] that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's
meat, nor with the wine which he
drank: therefore he requested of the
prince of the eunuchs that he might
not defile himself."
The children of Judah were
taken captive, and some of them
were elevated to high ranks in the
Babylonian Empire. Daniel 1:7 lets
you know that the Babylonians
sought to remove all traces of Daniel's nationality and religion by
changing his name to Belteshazzar.
Nevertheless, Daniel's heart was
determined that he was not going to
defile himself.
Daniel's Unshakeable
Faith in God
I want to give you a little history
concerning Daniel. He was taken
from Judah to Babylon in his early
youth at the battle of Carchemish in
B.C. 605. This Scripture does not
indicate his precise age, but we
know he was trained in the arts, the
letters, and wisdom in the Babylonian capital. Eventually he rose to a

high-ranking position among the
Babylonian men of wisdom. He was
active throughout the long reign of
Nebuchadnezzar. He also was in
Babylon when Cyrus the Persian
captured Babylon. Daniel was a
high government official during the
reign of Cyrus. He also served in his
old age during the reign of Darius I,
and he probably had his one-hundredth birthday during his reign.
At a very early age Daniel
demonstrated that he had great
depths of knowledge. Also, he had
wisdom and leadership qualities.
Throughout his life, he displayed an
unshakeable faith in God. It took
courage and boldness to resist the
temptations and the threats that
confronted him repeatedly, but his
heart was settled. He was not going
to be defiled by Babylon or by any
other country foreign to Judah. He
had it settled. Because of Daniel's
commitment to God, God remained
faithful to him.
We read in 2 Chronicles 15:1-2:
"And the Spirit of God came upon
Azariah the son of Oded: And he
went out to meet Asa, and said unto
him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah
and Benjamin; The LORD is with
you, while ye be with him; and if ye
seek him, he will be found of you;
but if ye forsake him, he will forsake
you." How true that is! God does not
turn away from an individual, but
rather that person makes the first
move. Daniel remained true to God
even in the heat of the battle. God
revealed to Daniel the king's dreams
and the interpretation of his dreams.
Although the temptations that
came upon Daniel were severe,
"Daniel purposed in his heart that
he would not defile himself with the
portion of the king's meat, nor with
the wine which he drank: [Why?
That was Babylon's food, and the
wine was Babylon's drink, so he was
not going to defile himself.] therefore he requested of the prince of the
eunuchs that he might not defile
himself" (verse 8).
If you have done much studying
of the Bible, you know that the kings
of that day did not have much

tolerance for disobedience. If a
subject disobeyed a king's command, that person was beheaded.
They were not required to have
a trial before that sentence was
executed; it was automatic for
disobedience.
The only way Daniel could
disobey the king's command was to
have God move on the situation.
Daniel first had it settled, and then
God made His move. Verse 9 says,
"Now God had brought Daniel into
favour and tender love with the
prince of the eunuchs."
The Royal Decree
In Daniel, Chapter 6, we find
that Daniel was serving under King
Darius. In this chapter you can read
that Darius set over his kingdom
one hundred twenty princes to rule
the whole kingdom. Over those
princes were three presidents, with
Daniel being the first. All other
princes had to give account to him.
This stirred up jealousy, envy, hatred, and strife. No doubt, they
heard how Darius favored Daniel in
many ways, so they tried to find a
reason against Daniel concerning
the kingdom, but they could find
none, for he was loyal and trustworthy. He did not grow lax in his duty.
He served the king well. He did
exactly what he was supposed to do
and more.
Daniel 6:5 says, "Then said these
men, We shall not find any occasion
against this Daniel, except we find it
against him concerning the law of
his God." These men were not going
to give up in their search to find
fault with Daniel. They could not
find fault in his service in the
kingdom, so they decided to attack
his worship. Why? They knew how
Daniel worshiped; therefore, the
men sought to bring a charge
against him because of his worship
to God. The men consulted together
and presented Darius a royal decree,
which declared that whoever asked
a petition of any God or man except
the king for thirty days would be
cast into the den of lions. That

decree sounded good to the king,
because it exalted him. Once they
drew up that royal decree and the
king signed it, no one could break
that decree without receiving the
punishment that went with it.
Daniel 6:4-10 reads: "Then the
presidents and princes sought to
find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could
find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was
there any error or fault found in
him. Then said these men, We shall
not find any occasion against this
Daniel, except we find it against him
concerning the law of his God.
"Then these presidents and
princes assembled together to the
king, and said thus unto him,
King Darius, live for ever. All the
presidents of the kingdom, the
governors, and the princes, the
counsellors, and the captains, have
consulted together to establish a
royal statute, and to make a firm
decree, that whosoever shall ask a
petition of any God or man for thirty
days, save of thee, O king, he shall
be cast into the den of lions.
"Now, O king, establish the
decree, and sign the writing, that it
be not changed, according to the law
of the Medes and Persians, which
altereth not. Wherefore king Darius
signed the writing and the decree.
Now when Daniel knew that the
writing was signed, he went into his
house; and his windows being open
in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he
kneeled upon his knees three times
a day, and prayed, and gave thanks
before his God, as he did aforetime."
Daniel's heart was fixed and
settled. He knew of the decree, but
he would not compromise his
worship. He still prayed three times
a day with his window open, as
God's people did in the Old Testament. They prayed toward the east,
or toward Jerusalem. He was not
going to let the Persians change his
mode of worship. He had it settled,
and his heart was fixed, and it
remained that way throughout his
life. God gave Daniel great prophecies concerning the seventy weeks

and the beasts. Daniel was true to
God, and God was true to him.
If you read the rest of the
chapter, you will find that Daniel
was cast into a den of lions, but God
shut the mouths of the lions. God
still controls every kingdom of this
world, whether it is the animal
kingdom or the kingdom of men.
God is still the Head.
God's Mighty Deliverance
I want you to notice something.
The king realized those men had
deceived him. He loved Daniel.
Those men assembled themselves
and went to Daniel's house, right
where they knew they would find
him praying. Sure enough, they
found him praying and making
supplication before His God. What
did they do? They hurried to the
king's palace and to King Darius
and, in essence, said, "You signed a
decree, O king, that no one could
ask a petition of anyone for thirty
days, unless it is you, O king."
Verses 12b-14 read: "The king
answered and said, The thing is
true, according to the law of the
Medes and Persians, which altereth
not [cannot be changed]. Then answered they and said before the
king, That Daniel, which is of the
children of the captivity of Judah,
regardeth not thee, O king, nor the
decree that thou hast signed, but
maketh his petition three times a
day [they even stayed there to see
how many times he prayed]. Then
the king, when he heard these
words, was sore displeased with
himself [that he had gotten deceived], and set his heart on Daniel
to deliver him: and he laboured till
the going down of the sun to deliver
him."
Those presidents and princes
held the king right to the decree.
Verses 16-23 read: "Then the king
commanded, and they brought
Daniel, and cast him into the den of
lions. Now the king spake and said
unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou
servest continually, he will deliver
thee [this was an old Persian king,
5

foreign to Israel, who had faith that
Daniel's God would deliver him].
And a stone was brought, and laid
upon the mouth of the den; and the
king sealed it with his own signet,
and with the signet of his lords; that
the purpose might not be changed
concerning Daniel.
"Then the king went to his
palace, and passed the night fasting:
neither were instruments of music
brought before him: and his sleep
went from him. Then the king arose
very early in the morning, and went
in haste unto the den of lions. And
when he came to the den, he cried
with a lamentable voice unto Daniel:
and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living
God, is thy God, whom thou servest
continually, able to deliver thee
from the lions? Then said Daniel
unto the king, O king, live for ever [I
would imagine that was the sweetest voice the king ever heard come
out of that lions' den; that was a
voice he longed to hear].
"My God hath sent his angel,
and hath shut the lions' mouths, that
they have not hurt me: forasmuch as
before him innocency was found in
me; and also before thee, O king,
have I done no hurt. Then was the
king exceeding glad for him, and
commanded that they should take
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel
was taken up out of the den, and no
manner of hurt was found upon
him, because he believed in his
God."
Daniel's heart was fixed and
settled. Too many people who claim
to be the church do not have their
hearts fixed and settled. They may
do well for a week or two, but when
the slightest trial comes their way,
they do not have their hearts set on
doing what is right. The next thing
they know, something else leads
their hearts away. The Lord can turn
a situation to your good. That is the
kind of God we serve.
Joseph's Faithfulness
Let us read the account of Joseph
and Potiphar's wife in Genesis 39:16

10: "And Joseph was brought down
to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an
Egyptian, bought him of the hands
of the Ishmeelites, which had
brought him down thither. And the
LORD was with Joseph, and he was a
prosperous man; and he was in the
house of his master the Egyptian.
And his master saw that the LORD
was with him, and that the LORD
made all that he did to prosper in
his hand.
"And Joseph found grace in his
sight, and he served him: and he
made him overseer over his house,
and all that he had he put into his
hand. And it came to pass from the
time that he had made him overseer
in his house, and over all that he
had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and
the blessing of the LORD was upon
all that he had in the house, and in
the field. And he left all that he had
in Joseph's hand; and he knew not
ought he had, save the bread which
he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly
person, and well favoured [commentators say he was a very
handsome young man].
"And it came to pass after these
things, that his master's wife cast her
eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie
with me [those captains and leaders
married beautiful women; they had
their pick of the lot, so to speak]. But
he refused, and said unto his
master's wife, Behold, my master
wotteth not what is with me in the
house, and he hath committed all
that he hath to my hand; There is
none greater in this house than I;
neither hath he kept back any thing
from me but thee, because thou art
his wife: how then can I do this
great wickedness, and sin against
God? And it came to pass, as she
spake to Joseph day by day, that he
hearkened not unto her, to lie by
her, or to be with her."
When Joseph was in the house
alone with her, he was there on
business, not to flirt with her. One
day she caught him by his garment,
and he fled and left his garment.
Why was God for Joseph? Joseph

did not want to do such great wickedness and commit sin against God.
Why was God for Daniel? To Daniel,
to defile himself with the king's
meat and the king's drink would
have been sin. Both Joseph and Daniel said no to their temptations. They
had it settled, or predetermined,
that they would not defile themselves. Daniel felt that to partake of
the king's meat and wine would
make him unclean. The king's meat
and wine was probably the best in
Babylon, but Daniel refused to partake of Babylon's meat and wine.
Had God not intervened in both
instances, those men would have
died immediately; however, because
they had it settled in their hearts,
God was right there to deliver and
to bring them through with victory.
Their hearts were fixed. They were
ready to pay the price for whatever
the outcome was, even if it meant
prison for life or death. How many
today defile themselves over a piece
of paper and tobacco? The main
desire of Joseph and Daniel was to
stay clean and holy and to please
God, no matter what the cost.
Enoch's Steadfastness
We read in Genesis 5:21-24:
"And Enoch lived sixty and five
years, and begat Methuselah: And
Enoch walked with God after he
begat Methuselah three hundred
years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Enoch were
three hundred sixty and five years:
And Enoch walked with God: [That
is someone to walk with, is it not?
He picked a good walking companion; he walked with God.] and
he was not; for God took him."
Enoch walked with God three hundred years. The name Enoch comes
from a word in the Hebrew called
chanek, and that word means "to
instruct, to initiate, and to dedicate."
We believe that because of his name,
he was instructed early in the things
of God and initiated the worship of
His Maker.
Enoch was dedicated to God's
service. He set himself to walk with

God. He had it settled, and he was
determined to live for God without
any church, without a Bible, and
without anyone to help him. Enoch
still walked with God three hundred
years. Enoch so pleased God that
God just took him. He loved God
supremely. Enoch was a patriarch;
he was a king and a priest and a
prophet of his own family. He administered justice and performed all
the rites and ceremonies. Enoch
taught both by precept and by
example the way of truth and
righteousness.
Enoch was a married man, and
he had a large family. Nevertheless,
he did not allow his family to hinder
his walk with God. Some people say
they are hindered in their walk with
God because of their families. They
say they cannot truly obey God because of their families. If your family
is hindering you from serving God,
let me tell you with all kindness,
your family is an adversary against
you. The devil will work through
your family to hinder your walk
with God.
The Bible says Enoch walked
with God three hundred years, and
though he had a large family, he did
not allow them to change his walk.
How do we know? The Bible lets us
know that he pleased God. The Hebrew writer said in Hebrews 11:5,
"By faith Enoch was translated that
he should not see death; and was
not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation
he had this testimony, that he
pleased God." What a testimony!
What does that testimony tell you? It
tells you that living so that you do
not offend God is possible. You can
live and not commit sin against God.
Also, you have the evidence of a
testimony that he was pleasing in
the sight of God who searches the
heart.
If Enoch could stand before
you today, he would say, "I pleased
God for three hundred years. I
walked with Him. No one saw me
die because I was just gone; but
before I left, I had this testimony,
that I pleased God." Enoch's heart

was fixed, settled, and determined
for three hundred years. He did
not allow his family or sinful acts
of that day to turn his heart away
from God. He did not allow hatred,
envy, or strife to knock him out.
Enoch walked with God. What a
companion to have!
Attributes of One Whose
Heart Is Fixed
Read the testimony of the
Apostle Paul when witnessing to the
church at Thessalonika. He said in
1 Thessalonians 2:10, "Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily
and justly and unblameably we
behaved ourselves among you that
believe." That is quite a testimony!
Paul lived holily, justly, and unblameably right before the church,
who of all people were the pickiest.
Three things stand out to me in
our Scripture lesson, speaking of a
man whose heart is fixed. Verse 6
reads, "Surely he shall not be moved
for ever. . . ." He will always remain
stable. He is not a church hopper.
You can count on him. He will not
be moved. The slightest whispering
or communication that comes to him
does not move him. He will not be
driven from place to place.
People need to have their hearts
fixed and settled. They need to be
stable. Why? They will lose their
influence. People do not have confidence in someone who church hops
and bounces here and there. They
have confidence in one who is stable
and steadfast and in one whose
heart is fixed.
Again, the Psalmist said in verse
6 of our Scripture lesson, "Surely he
shall not be moved for ever: the
righteous shall be in everlasting
remembrance." God's people are not
after fleshly things. They want to be
more Christlike and more spiritual.
They do not want to make room for
the flesh. God's people do not want
to go back to the things of this old
life and put on rings and earrings
and cut off their hair. No, they want
to get closer to Christ. If you are
going to walk against light, you

might as well stay home. You can do
that sitting at home in your recliner.
God's people are settled, fixed,
and stable. When a gossiper or a
fault finder comes around and tries
to whisper in their ears, they shut
them off. Let me tell you something,
when old "runner mouth" comes up
to you, you can mark it down, that
individual is not a child of God.
That person causes division. In the
Church of God at Corinth some people said, "I am of Paul" or "I am of
Apollos," and others said, "I am of
Cephas." Who were they? They were
ministers of Christ. If you are only of
"Paul," he is all you have or if you
are only of "Peter," he is all you
have; but when you stick with
Christ, you have them all. Thanks be
to God for His goodness! I love the
things of God. God is good and
great!
Continue in the Faith
One who is not moved, even if
he were to have severe losses—
should he lose his home and have
his reputation blemished—he will
remain steadfast and solid. Though
the scoffers scoff, the slanderers
slander, and the gossipers gossip, he
will go right on and serve God. You
just have to leave some things with
God. Daniel purposed in his heart,
and what happened? God took care
of him. Joseph had it fixed in his
heart that he was not going to commit sin, and what happened? God
took care of him. Enoch walked with
God three hundred years, right in
the midst of corruption and having
a large family, but he lived so close
to God that he pleased Him. God
took him so that he would not see
death.
Psalm 28:7 reads, "The LORD is
my strength and my shield; my
heart trusted in him, and I am
helped: therefore my heart greatly
rejoiceth; and with my song will I
praise him." God is pleased with the
life of one who is settled and fixed.
Oh, how that pleases God! His people rejoice in the songs of Zion and
in the Truth. They jump and shout
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praises to God in the song service
and during the preaching of the
Word. It pleases God to the point
that He is there to help the man or
the woman through every phase of
life. If you are faithful to God, when
you get in a hard place, He will be
there for you.
The Lord told Asa that He was
with him as long as he was with
Him. I challenge you to look up the
names of those who stand out as
faithful men and women in the
Word of God. They each had a
strong determination that they were
going to stay with the Lord no
matter what came their way. You
should read the list of "Who's Who
in Faith" in Hebrews, Chapter 11,

and you will see the names of those
who, by faith, carried out deeds and
acts beyond human possibilities.
Colossians 1:21-23 says this:
"And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled In the body of his flesh
through death, to present you holy
and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the
faith grounded and settled, and be
not moved away from the hope of
the gospel, which ye have heard,
and which was preached to every
creature which is under heaven;
whereof I Paul am made a minister."
The Psalmist said his heart was
fixed. Daniel purposed in his heart.

Joseph would not commit adultery.
It was great wickedness and sin.
Enoch walked with God right in the
midst of a corrupt world. He chose
to walk with God.
Now, how about you? Do you
have it settled that you are going to
serve God no matter what happens,
in the good times and in the trying
times? You may say, "It seems that
the more I live for God, the more
trials and temptations I have." That
may be true, but if you overcome,
that means the more victory you
have and the closer you are to God.
The Psalmist said, "My heart is
fixed." Is your heart fixed?
(Cassette C-5426E)

25 THINGS WE CANNOT DO
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
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Sow bad habits and reap a good character.
Sow jealousy and hatred and reap love and friendship.
Sow wicked thoughts and reap a clean life.
Sow wrong deeds and live righteously.
Sow crime and get away with it.
Sow dissipation and reap a healthy body.
Sow crooked dealings and succeed indefinitely.
Sow self-indulgence and not show it in your face.
Sow disloyalty and reap loyalty from others.
Sow dishonesty and reap integrity.
Sow profane words and reap clean speech.
Sow disrespect and reap respect.
Sow deception and reap confidence.
Sow untidiness and reap neatness.
Sow intemperance and reap sobriety and temperance.
Sow indifference and reap nature's rewards,
Sow mental or physical laziness and reap a responsible position in society.
Sow cruelty and reap kindness.
Sow wastefulness and reap thriftiness.
Sow cowardice and reap courage.
Sow destruction of other people's property and reap protection for your own.
Sow greed and envy and reap courage.
Sow neglect of the Lord's house and reap strength in temptation.
Sow neglect of the Bible and reap a well-guided life.
Sow human thistles and reap human roses.

Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable
unto them to this end, that men ought
always to pray, and not to faint;
2 Saying, There was in a city a
judge, which feared not God, neither
regarded man:
3 And there was a widow in that
city; and she came unto him, saying,
Avenge me of mine adversary.
4 And he would not for a while: but
afterward he said within himself,
Though I fear not God, nor regard man;
5 Yet because this widow troubleth
me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.
6 And the Lord said, Hear what the
unjust judge saith.
7 And shall not God avenge his
own elect, which cry day and night
unto him, though he bear long with
them?
8 I tell you that he will avenge them
speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of

man cometh, shall he find faith on the
earth?
1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead,
4 To an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you,
5 Who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time.
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if need be, ye
are in heaviness through manifold temptations:
7 That the trial of your faith, being
much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour

and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ.
1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves
therefore under the mighty hand of God,
that he may exalt you in due time:
7 Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you.
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour:
9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith,
knowing that the same afflictions are
accomplished in your brethren that are
in the world.
10 But the God of all grace, who
hath called us unto his eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered
a while, make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you.
11 To him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen.

Brother Charlie Green
Taking the Way of the Cross
In the day and age in which we
live, I believe our faith is being tried
and shaken. God wants to stir our
pure minds. He will never allow

anything to come upon His people
without advance warning. Without
faith it is impossible to please God.
It took faith to lift us from the quagmire of sin, and it took God's grace
to draw and woo our hearts to

Christ. That same grace gave us
faith in God and faith in His eternal
Word. Faith is believing that God
will do what the Bible promises He
will do.
God will always bring to His
9

people the understanding and the
strength they need. The enemy is
seeking to devour whomever he can,
but we can have the divine strength
of God down in our hearts. The
Spirit of God will enable us to overcome every trial of faith that comes
our way. The flesh does not want to
have any difficulty or to go through
any form of suffering or trial. Someti mes the fl esh b e com e s
overwhelmed under heavy trials
that bring sorrow, heartache, tears,
and suffering. The flesh wants to
run; but dear one, God has a divine
purpose for every trial of suffering,
every affliction, and every hard
place. When He allows those sufferings to come our way, we need to
hold still, be steadfast, and recognize that God has allowed it for a
reason.
Again, 1 Peter 5:10 reads, "But
the God of all grace, who hath called
us unto his eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after that ye have suffered a
while, make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you." You are going to suffer if you live for Christ.
That is the way to the Cross. It took
the suffering of Jesus, from the manger to the Cross, to bring salvation to
a lost world. He suffered willingly,
without saying a word. Christ had it
settled within His heart, though He
was the Son of God, that He was
going to do the work that the Father
had sent Him to do. He had to bring
His own will into subjection, and He
suffered every step of the way to the
Cross.
If you are going to follow Christ,
you might as well get it settled and
firmly fixed in your heart that this is
part of the cost you have to count.
You are going to suffer along the
way. It is usually because God sees
some little imperfections in you and
He wants to burn up the chaff.
The Perfection of Holiness
In Philippians 3:14 the Apostle
Paul let us know that he had to keep
pressing toward the goal. He could
not let down any place in his Christian experience. Enduring suffering
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and trials of faith are part of the
pressing that we must do. How we
need to hold still and let God do His
perfect work in our lives through
suffering!
God always has a divine
purpose in our suffering. After we
have suffered awhile, through victorious suffering, God will bring us
into perfection. Child of God, He
wants to bring you into greater perfection and establish you in a greater manner. He wants to strengthen
and to bring steadfastness to everyone who claims to be a child of God.
The Lord never sends trials of suffering to discourage us. He allows
them to come so that He can do a
work of perfection upon us. This is
the reason it takes a continual pressing. God wants to establish us and
strengthen us in a greater way.
I repeat, God never sends a trial
of suffering to bring discouragement, but to encourage greater
perfection of holiness. He wants to
make each of us more honorable
vessels and of greater use in His
service. Aren't you glad that He
loves us so much?
I want to ask you a few
questions concerning some areas
that God wants to perfect in the
lives of His people. Do you need
more humility and lowliness of
heart? Do you need to be more patient and more long-suffering with
others? Do you need to be gentler
and kinder in your conversations
and in your actions? God will definitely send trials of faith so that His
attributes can be added or improved
upon in your life. He does not send
trials or suffering to hurt you, but
He sends them for your good and
for your benefit. I have found in my
Christian experience that when God
sends me a trial of my faith, the
enemy will bring something to try to
cause me to take the trial in the
wrong way or to cause me to look at
it in the wrong way. You see, we can
receive something in the wrong
way, and just the reverse will work
out of that trial from what God
really intends it to work.
The Apostle Peter wrote in

1 Peter 4:1 states, "Forasmuch then
as Christ hath suffered for us in the
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with
the same mind. . . ." Along with this
Christian experience comes suffering that you must endure just as
Christ did. You must be willing to
suffer, if need be, for your brothers
and sisters and for a world that is
lost and undone.
Why did Christ go through such
suffering for us? He knew it was His
Father's will. He came to do the
Father's work. He lived as a man
and spent three and a half years in
the ministry. Then He took that
lowly walk to the old rugged Cross.
Jesus knew the kind of suffering He
would have to endure before He left
the shores of Glory, but He did it
because of His love for lost humanity. Likewise, if you are genuinely
saved and the Spirit of God is living
in your heart, you will have the
mind of Christ and be willing to
suffer for the work of your Heavenly
Father.
Being Partakers of
Christ's Sufferings
Peter penned in 1 Peter 4:12-19:
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you [none of us likes
fiery trials, but God knows what He
is doing]: But rejoice, inasmuch as
ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy. If ye be reproached
[or rebuked] for the name of Christ,
happy are ye; [You will have sufferings and hard trials, but He will
bring you through victoriously. You
do not have to fall in defeat going
through the fiery trials. God wants
to encourage you.] for the spirit of
glory and of God resteth upon you:
on their part he is evil spoken of, but
on your part he is glorified.
"But let none of you suffer as a
murderer, or as a thief, or as an
evildoer, or as a busybody in other
men's matters. Yet if any man suffer
as a Christian, let him not be

ashamed; but let him glorify God on
this behalf. [Victory comes through
the trial. If you will give God glory
and praise Him in the hard place,
victory will be sweet for you.] For
the time is come that judgment must
begin at the house of God: and if it
first begin at us, what shall the end
be of them that obey not the gospel
of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly
and the sinner appear? Wherefore
let them that suffer according to the
will of God commit the keeping of
their souls to him in well doing, as
unto a faithful Creator."
When you go through trials of
your faith, God is trying to see and
to let you see how trustworthy you
are. Serving God is easy when
everything is going smoothly. Why
do we serve Him? We serve Him
because we love Him.
Peter was a wise preacher, and
he was laying down certain principles that govern our Christian
living. If we will apply them to our
hearts and lives and allow them to
become a part of us, we will not be
defeated and have setbacks when
God sends trials of our faith. The
devil is trying to destroy the very
foundation of Truth and shake our
faith. Peter was giving a lesson on
Christian living. If you will take
hold of it, you will have greater
victory.
Have you drifted away? What
do you need to be revived? How can
you get back in the state of perfection where God wants you to be? It
is going to take an act of restoration.
We serve God because we love Him
and desire to do the Father's perfect
will and the Father's work that is
laid before us.
Having the Mind of Christ
Jeremiah 10:23 says, "O LORD, I
know that the way of man is not in
himself: it is not in man that walketh
to direct his steps." We all have tried
to walk our own way and do that
which was right in our own eyes.
God orders the steps of a righteous
man. God is in complete, divine

control of our lives as the Creator.
Dear one, you need to be careful
of how you look upon the walk of
suffering that God allows to come
into your individual life. Again,
1 Peter 4:19 reads, "Wherefore let
them that suffer according to the
will of God commit the keeping of
their souls to him in well doing, as
unto a faithful Creator."
You need to live so that whether
you are going through good times or
bad times, you are going to trust
God no matter what happens. You
should not murmur and complain
when He sees fit for you to go
through the valley of suffering. Remember, He allows you to go
through suffering for your own
good. He is trying to bring you into
greater perfection, to establish and
strengthen you. He wants to establish you in your Christian experience. When God sends a difficult
trial, sometimes maintaining the
complete trust and confidence in
Him that He wants you to have is
hard on the flesh.
Christ suffered for us in the
flesh, so Peter said to "arm yourselves likewise with the same mind"
(1 Peter 4:7). What kind of mind are
we to have? We are to have the
mind of Christ; in other words, the
mind that caused Him to be willing
to suffer for the cause of God. May
the Lord help us to suffer so that the
will of God might be done in our
lives.
Someone may ask, "How can we
have the mind of Christ when it
comes to suffering?" Christ, the Son
of God, suffered mockings, scourgings, being spit upon, and the agony
of the Cross without being offended
and without speaking one word
back in His own defense. I repeat,
Peter was saying to "arm yourselves
likewise with the same mind: for he
that hath suffered in the flesh hath
ceased from sin."
If you will take the trial of your
faith in the right way, you will be
settled and established in your
Christian experience. You can have
the mind of Christ when it comes
to suffering. The Bible says we are

joint heirs with Jesus Christ. Salvation brings us into the position of
kings and priests. The indwelling
of the Holy Spirit gives the Christian
the same power that Christ had.
Romans 8:17 says, "And if children,
then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that
we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together." If you
live for Christ, you will suffer
persecutions and trials.
Godly Examples
In the Word of God we have
many examples of men who went
through manifold temptations and
trials and much suffering, yet they
went through them victoriously.
They allowed the trials of their faith
to strengthen them in their work for
God. God is trying to encourage you
and to let you know that every trial
of your faith that He sends is for
your benefit and for His good
purpose.
You may think that the people
in Bible times were different from
what you and I are, but they were
no different. Those brethren were
saved and filled with the Holy
Ghost, and their fervent desire was
to do God's will and to work for
Him despite the hard trials they
faced.
The Apostle Paul wrote in
2 Corinthians 11:24-27: "Of the Jews
five times received I forty stripes
save one. Thrice was I beaten with
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I
have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in
perils of robbers, in perils by mine
own countrymen, in perils by the
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the
sea, in perils among false brethren;
In weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness." Did Paul fail in his trial
of faith? No, the Apostle Paul did
not fail.
Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:6-8:
"For I am now ready to be offered,
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and the time of my departure is at
hand. I have fought a good fight, I
have finished my course, I have kept
the faith: Henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing."
The Apostle Paul did not allow
anything to separate him from the
love of Christ. The only way that
you can receive the crown of life is
to let God try your faith. That is one
tool that the enemy tries to use
against the people of God. Paul let
us know in a Roman letter that the
just shall live by faith. Faith is believing in God. It is through faith
that we can go to the throne of grace
with boldness.
James 1:12 says, "Blessed is the
man that endureth temptation: for
when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love him." I
am sure that you want to receive the
crown of life that awaits you at the
end of your life if you are faithful.
James was letting you know that
you must endure the temptations
when you are tried. Why? God is
trying to bring a perfection, and He
wants to establish and strengthen
you. He is trying to settle you.
Child of God, you have the
Power Source within your life, and
if you will let God keep it stirred
within you, you can do many more
wonderful works than Jesus did.
Each of us has that power within us
if we will unleash it and put it to
work.
A Severe Trial of Faith
I want you to look at the
example of Daniel and the Hebrew
children who were taken captive.
Do you remember where those
young men were? They were not
sitting in a Church of God congregation where the Truth was heralded
forth. They were down in Babylon
and in bondage. Daniel 1:3-4 reads:
"And the king spake unto Ashpenaz
the master of his eunuchs, that he
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should bring certain of the children
of Israel, and of the king's seed, and
of the princes; Children in whom
was no blemish, but well favoured,
and skilful in all wisdom. . . . "
Through the power of God,
those young Hebrew men were
established and strengthened. The
king wanted them to eat of the food
from his table, but they refused it.
Verse 8 says, "But Daniel purposed
in his heart that he would not defile
himself with the portion of the
king's meat. . . ." Daniel did not allow this trial to cause him to throw
up his hands in defeat, despair, and
hopelessness. He stayed true to God,
and he was encouraged, strengthened, and established in a greater
way.
Do you know the account of the
three Hebrew children being thrown
into the fiery furnace? Daniel 3:16-18
reads: "Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, answered and said to the
king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not
careful to answer thee in this matter
[they were going through a severe
trial of their faith: the king wanted
them to stop serving the eternal God
and bow down to his image of gold].
"If it be so, our God whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
[Those Hebrew boys did not become
strong in faith overnight. God
worked with them just as He works
with you. He wants you to be established and strengthened in the Truth
in a greater way than you were yesterday. He sees what lies ahead, and
He knows what you are going to
need tomorrow, next week, next
month, and next year. This is the
reason that God is trying to build up
your faith, your trust, and your confidence in Him. He wants you to
know that He will deliver you no
matter what comes your way.]
"But if not, be it known unto
thee, O king, that we will not serve
thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up."
Those young men had solid faith in
God and godly character. God knew
they could be trusted to be faithful

to Him whatever the outcome. Their
victory came because of their faith in
God. Because of your faith in God,
you can have the victory.
Unwavering Faith in God
Another example of faith is
recorded in Numbers, Chapter 13,
where you can read of how Moses
sent twelve spies to search Canaan
land. When they returned, ten of
those spies were filled with fear
because of the giants who lived
there, and they gave an evil report.
Because of their lack of faith, they
saw the giants to be far greater than
the delivering hand of God. However, Joshua and Caleb had unwavering faith in God. God had told
the Israelites to go up and possess
the land. Since the congregation
believed the ten spies who gave the
bad report, they had to wander in
the wilderness for forty years,
because of their unbelief.
Joshua and Caleb had faith and
confidence in God. He gave them
grace and strength to survive the
forty years of murmuring and complaining of the others. Joshua and
Caleb endured the trial of their faith,
and they never allowed it to hinder
them from walking on and being
strong for God.
Psalm 84:4-6 states: "Blessed [or
happy] are they that dwell in thy
house: they will be still praising
thee. Selah. Blessed is the man
whose strength is in thee; in whose
heart are the ways of them. Who
passing through the valley of Baca
make it a well; the rain also filleth
the pools." Blessed, or happy, are
those who dwell in God's house,
even though it may be a house of
suffering. As long as we dwell in the
tabernacle of flesh, we are going to
have trials of our faith and suffer
hard places.
The Psalmist let us know that
we will be blessed, or happy, as
long as we are dwelling in His
house; we will be praising God.
Hard circumstances should not stop
our praises to God. It may be hard
on the flesh, but we can still thank

and praise God when we go through
hard places.
Many times when you pass
through the valley of Baca, or sorrow, heartache and despair will
come upon you. In those times you
need to see the divine purpose in
why God is allowing that to come
your way. If you have the right attitude and spend time in your secret
prayer closet, God will bring you
through the valley of Baca.
While traveling through your
valley of weeping, trials, sorrows,
hard places, and things you cannot
understand, you can have the assurance that Jesus Christ is touched
by the feelings of your infirmities.
He sees every tear you shed, and He
is sitting on the right hand of the
Father interceding for you. I am glad
for the strength and the help that
He sends. He intercedes to the
Heavenly Father and pleads your
case.
Hold Steady in the
Time of Adversity
Psalm 84:7 reads, "They go from
strength to strength, [Praise God, we
can go from strength to strength.
What does that mean? When the
hard trials come, we do not have to
be discouraged and throw up our
hands and quit. He will give us the

grace and the strength to go from
victory to victory.] every one of
them in Zion appeareth before God."
Verse 6 lets us know that we are just
passing through. Thank God, we do
not have to stay in the valley of
Baca, or weeping.
Sometimes you may question: Is
there no relief in sight? Is God really
hearing my prayer? Is He really
seeing all the tears? Does He really
see when my heart is almost overwhelmed beneath the heavy burden
that I am carrying? Yes, God knows.
He is trying His best to encourage,
strengthen, establish, and settle you.
He is encouraging you to hold to
His unchanging hand. He is saying,
"Keep trusting Me; joy will come in
the morning. You are just passing
through. It is only a temporary situation." The trial that God sends your
way is a test of your trustworthiness, to see if you will hold steady in
the time of great adversity, in the
time when there is much pressure.
God wants to encourage your faith
in a greater way than ever before.
Zechariah 13:1 says, "In that day
there shall be a fountain opened to
the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem." Psalm 46:4
states, "There is a river, the streams
whereof shall make glad the city of
God." What a beautiful river and
what beautiful streams issue out of

that river! This water is healing.
Whatever mankind stands in need
of issues forth from this river. If you
are living in sin, there is forgiveness,
pardon, and cleansing. There is
power in the blood to save you to
the uttermost. Out of this river is
relief from the heavy, terrible guilt
of sin.
Oh, how thankful I was when
the Lord lifted the heavy load of sin
and guilt from my life. I am glad
that God cast that sin in the sea of
forgetfulness, never to be remembered against me again. That is a
precious privilege! Is your heart
overwhelmed? No matter how overwhelmed you may be, you can find
peace and contentment and strength
in the Lord.
James 1:2-4 reads, "My brethren,
count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations; Knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. But let patience have her
perfect work, that ye may be perfect
and entire, wanting nothing." I pray
that God has brought encouragement to your heart. If you will look
at the trial as God's divine purpose
and plan, He will give you strength
to face whatever it is.
(Cassette C-2093E)

"COMMIT thy way
unto the L ORD ;
TRUST also in him;
and he shall
BRING IT TO PASS."
Psalm 37:5
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Duty and Pleasure

One fine morning Amy Leslie
wrote in her copy book, "Duty first,
and pleasure afterward."
Line after line she penned,
making many mistakes, for her
thoughts were far away. At last, her
mother, who was sitting near her,
said, "Amy, this is the third time you
have spelled pleasure without a 'p'
and left out the 'f' in afterward. Put
down your pen and tell me what
you are thinking about; I am sure it
is not of your copy."
"I was only thinking," replied
Amy, "how glad I should be if my
copy said, 'Pleasure first—duty
afterward.' It is very hard always to
have the disagreeable part first. I
wish I could have one whole week
with no duties at all! How I should
enjoy myself!"
Mrs. Leslie remained silent for a
moment; then she said, while a quiet
smile played round her lips, "Well,
Amy, for once you shall have what
you want. For a whole week you
may amuse yourself; no duties,
mind, my child,—none at all."
"There is no chance of my
wanting any, I assure you, Mama,"
said Amy, joyfully. "I shall be so
happy; you'll see!"
"Very well, then," said Mrs.
Leslie. "You may begin tomorrow.
Today I shall expect you to do as
usual."
Amy said no more. She finished
her lessons, and then she went to
the nursery to take charge of her
little brother while the nurse was
busy with other work. Afterward
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there were socks to mend, and an
errand to run, buttons to sew on
baby's shoes, and a letter to write.
The day passed, and the next morning dawned on our pleasure-loving
little friend.
"No duties" she said to herself,
as she woke at seven, which was her
usual time for rising; "so I can lie in
bed as long as I please." She turned
over, and as she could not sleep,
began making plans for the day and
thinking what a delightful time she
would have. About half past nine
she came down the stairs to find her
breakfast on the table—milk, toast,
and egg, all as cold as possible.
"What a wretched breakfast!" she
said, as she took her seat.
"Well, dear," replied Mrs. Leslie,
"your breakfast was ready at the
usual time, but you failed to come
downstairs to eat it. Of course, it is
cold now."
Amy said no more. She ate with
only half her usual appetite, and
finishing in about five minutes, put
away her chair and left the room. As
she went upstairs to fetch her hat,
the baby in the nursery stretched his
arms for her to take him; but she
hurried past, and left the little fellow crying with disappointment.
Soon she came down again,
with a fairy book in one hand and a
box of chocolate drops in the other.
The sweets had been a present, but
hitherto her mother had allowed her
to have only one or two daily; now,
however, she might do as she liked,
and at present her idea of perfect

bliss was the combined charms of
chocolate drops and fairy stories.
For about two hours she sat in
the garden; then she grew tired, and
a little sick from eating too much
chocolate. Returning to the house,
her pet kitten ran out to meet her.
For a short time, she amused herself
by playing with it, dressing it up in
her picket handkerchief and carrying it like a baby; but Miss Pussy
wearied of this, and at last jumped
out of her new dress and her mistress' arms, leaving a scratch as a
keepsake behind her.
Altogether, the morning was
hardly a successful one, and the
afternoon was not much better.
After dinner, one of Amy's little
sisters tore her dress and was running to Amy to ask her to mend it.
Mrs. Leslie said, "Don't go to your
sister, my child, come to me." Little
Jessie, wondering, let her mother
darn the rent. Amy felt very uncomfortable, for she knew that Mrs.
Leslie's eyes were not strong and
were probably aching with the effort
of such fine work; but she shrank
from offering her services and made
her escape from the room as soon as
she could.
In the evening she was about to
draw her chair to the fire and read
the newspaper to Mr. Leslie, a duty
of which she had always felt rather
proud, but her father gravely took
the newspaper out of her hand,
saying quickly, "No, Amy, this is a
duty. Remember, you are to amuse
[continued on page 25]

Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts.

Brother Esau Brooks
"Take Heed That No
Man Deceive You"
The Apostle Paul penned in
1 Corinthians 14:8, "For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who
shall prepare himself to the battle?"
There is much so-called Gospel
being proclaimed throughout the
world. In the Middle East people
bow with their faces as close as they
can to the ground, but the bad part
is that after they rise from there,
instead of going out to reach others
to help them, they strap bombs on
themselves and destroy lives and
send souls into eternity. When Jesus

was approached with the question
of what would be the sign of His
coming, it is no wonder that He
answered with the words, "Take
heed that no man deceive you"
(Matthew 24:4). There is much deception today, but thank God, the
Truth is still being proclaimed. In
John 8:32 the Lord said, "And ye
shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free." I thank God
for the freedom and the liberty that
the Truth of God's great salvation
brings. In spite of all the counterfeit
religions in the world, God's eternal
Truth still works. Some people
could talk all night, and when they

finished talking, you would wonder
what they had really said, but when
the Truth is preached, you will
know exactly where you stand with
God.
The Psalmist David wrote in
Psalm 139:21-22: "Do not I hate
them, O LORD, that hate thee? and
am not I grieved with those that rise
up against thee? I hate them with
perfect hatred: I count them mine
enemies." You may think that
sounds strange coming from the
Bible. Almost everything you hear
today is about love, and that would
not be bad if it were really love, but
in too many cases people think that
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lust is love. Lust is an evil thing, but
love is a blessing. Love toward God
will put hatred in your heart for that
which is wrong. It will cause you to
say, as the Psalmist said, "Do not I
hate them, O LORD, that hate thee?"
He was not talking about carnal
hatred. You could paraphrase that
verse to read, "Am I not grieved
with those who rise against Thee, O
Lord?"
Allowing God to
Search Your Heart
David went on to say, "Search
me, O God, and know my heart: try
me, and know my thoughts." Christ
was taken to the temple as a baby
and delivered into the hands of Simon to be blessed. Simon said, ". . .
this child is set for the fall and rising
again of many . . ." (Luke 2:34). The
many religions today fail to stir
people enough to get their eyes
open to know right from wrong.
Unless people know right from
wrong, they do not have much hope
of making it through to the glory
world. Sometimes Jesus became
grieved when people failed to do
right. On one occasion He made a
whip and went through the temple
and overthrew the money-changer's
tables and whipped the men for the
deception they were working upon
the hearts of the people.
I want to impress upon you
the need of allowing God to search
your heart. The Scripture lesson
reads, "Search me, O God, and know
my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts." When God searches your
heart, He is looking for something
amiss. In the days of the Prophet
Jeremiah, in Jeremiah 17:9, God told
Jeremiah, "The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it?" If you do
not allow God to search your heart
and test your thoughts, you are
going to miss Heaven. God is love,
and I want you to know that God so
loved you that He gave His only
begotten Son to die for you. He was
crucified for you, to deliver you
from sin. Psalm 139:2 says, "Thou
16

knowest my downsitting and mine
uprising, thou understandest my
thought afar off."
In the Book of Jeremiah when
God told about the heart being
deceitful and desperately wicked,
He said in verse 10, "I the LORD
search the heart, I try the reins, even
to give every man according to his
ways, and according to the fruit of
his doings." The condition of the
heart determines the actions of men
and women. In Matthew 12:33 Jesus
admonished, "Make the tree good,
and his fruit good; . . . for the tree is
known by his fruit." If you want to
get rid of a guilt complex, there is a
way to do it: plunge into the blood.
Thank God, there is a fountain filled
with blood, drawn from Emanuel's
veins, and sinners plunged beneath
that flood lose all their guilty stains.
You see, this is all about getting rid
of sin.
Have You Overlooked
the Inward Man?
David said he wanted God to
see if there was any wicked way in
him, and he petitioned the Lord to
lead him in the way everlasting. In
rewarding man for his doings, God
looks upon the heart, where the
deeds originate. David was very
concerned about his heart. He wanted to make it through to Heaven. He
did not trust himself to go by his
feelings. He said, "Search me, O
God, . . . try me, . . . and see if there
be any wicked way in me." That is
the attitude you must have. If the
Lord searches your heart and puts
you to the test, you will know how
you stand with God from the inside
out. Then you need to ask Him to
lead you in the way everlasting.
What a wonderful Scripture this is!
What a marvelous prayer!
The Psalmist knew that to be
right with God, He had to allow
God had to search his heart and
know his thoughts, to see if there
was any wicked way in him. In this
cry of the Psalmist, he was pleading
with God to examine him. He recognized the fact that he was incapable

of doing justice himself; therefore,
he asked the Lord to search him. He
wanted to know that he was right
from the inside out. God has never
worked with man from the outside
in. Many people walk around with
a good outward appearance, but one
cannot tell what is in their hearts.
You would not believe it is the same
person. A deceitful heart makes
religion disgusting. Jesus said in
Matthew 23:27, "Woe unto you . . .
hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within
full of . . . uncleanness."
David was not satisfied with
knowing that God knew all about
him. He wanted a close examination
of himself so that he and God would
know exactly how matters stood
with him. The world needs that
today. A spiritual overhauling is
greatly needed. Unfortunately, not
all churchgoers or religious worshipers are sincerely dedicated to
God. Anyone can perform religious
actions and activities without the
heart being affected by God or the
Gospel. Often much time is consumed on fixing up the outside.
Some people look gorgeous after
they get through working on the
outside, but they have overlooked
the most important part: the inside.
You should never believe that you
can become a Christian by merely
going to church; that will not work.
God works from the inside out.
When the Psalmist wanted to find
out about himself, he cried: "Search
me, O God, and know my heart . . .
see if there be any wicked way
in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting" (Psalm 139:23-24).
A Cry of Sincerity
Proverbs 16:1-2 states: "The
preparations of the heart in man,
and the answer of the tongue, is
from the L ORD. All the ways of a
man are clean in his own eyes; but
the L ORD weigheth the spirits." David knew that only God could show
him the true condition of his heart. It
is not often that a man is honest

enough with himself to confess his
ways. Mostly he feels all clean in his
own eyes. If you want to know the
truth concerning your condition,
you must let God search your heart.
Too many people have given up
dealing with God concerning this
matter. It appears that people are
content to rely on the testimony of
their friends and neighbors. My
friend, we each have a judgment to
go through, and we will have to
stand before Jesus. He will be the
judge of all acts. He will look at the
condition of men's hearts and determine whether or not each individual
has a place in Heaven when this life
is over.
Many times men try to justify
their actions and rationalize everything. David did not want to do
that, because he did not want to
make a mistake along that line. It is
better to go through the searching
now than to put it off until the judgment bar of Almighty God. Should
God show you something amiss in
your heart or something ungodly
about your life, He can help you to
straighten it up. However, if you
wait until the Judgment, that will be
too late.
I want you to consider this prayer of David's and make it your very
own. You need to pray for God to
search you and try you. Listening to
the news and hearing what is going
on in the world today and reading
of the evil deeds being performed by
wicked, ungodly men show that this
world is a dangerous place to live
without help from God. These are
days of unjustified criticism, of baseless and unfounded slandering, of
striving to destroy rather than to
uplift. These all need to be reckoned
with. Living close to God leaves
little chance of your being deceived.
When God reveals your shortcomings and you acknowledge them,
you can have the assurance that you
are eligible for a home in Heaven.
Shaking a preacher's hand, signing
a decision card, and joining a church
is nothing more than a decent way
to go to hell.
You need to cry out as David

did. God can lead you in the way
everlasting. David's cry was one of
sincerity; it was a plea for examination, of wanting to know the facts
about himself. Everyone seems to be
concerned about knowing the facts
about others. Now, the Bible does
admonish in 1 Thessalonians 5:12 to
"know them which labour among
you." However, in doing so, you
need to make sure that you do not
overlook the fact that you could be
deceived and in need of having your
heart searched by the Lord.
The Need for Closer Scrutinizing
David's plea implies the need
for closer scrutinizing of your life,
your actions, and your thoughts.
This is the only way one can receive
a fair and unbiased search that will
reveal all the wrong, all the evil, and
all the deceit hidden within the
heart.
Jesus said in Mark 7:15, "There is
nothing from without a man, that
entering into him can defile him: but
the things which come out of him,
those are they that defile the man."
If you want to fair well on the Judgment Day, you must start by doing
the right thing now. More than ever,
you need a closer examination. Too
many things seem to be slipping
away. Many people see the church
as she appears today and wonder
what is wrong; however, nothing is
wrong with the church that a close
examination will not reveal.
An individual may minor in the
major things and major in the minor
things and expect to get to Heaven
only to awaken to face eternal destruction. Jesus said in Matthew
7:21, "Not every one that saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father . . ."
What is in your heart that needs
to be removed? You need God to
show you what it is. He has no better way to tell you than through the
Gospel. You cannot prosper in your
soul unless you are honest in your
heart. Proverbs 28:9 reads, "He that
turneth away his ear from hearing

the law, even his prayer shall be
abomination." The Psalmist David
cried to God because he was concerned that he might have
wickedness in his heart. You might
have gone to an altar and you may
attend church faithfully, but what
condition is your heart in?
Back in the morning time of the
church, Philip went into a certain
city and ministered and they had a
glorious revival. Many souls were
saved and brought into the Kingdom of God. When the church at
Jerusalem heard about it, they sent
Peter and John down there, and they
saw the grace of God. However, in
the midst of that, a man named
Simon offered the brethren money
so that he might receive power to
lay hands on people and they could
be filled with the Holy Ghost.
In Acts 8:20-21 you can read that
Peter looked him in the eye and
said, "Thy money perish with thee,
because thou hast thought that the
gift of God may be purchased with
money. . . for thy heart is not right in
the sight of God." Peter saw that
Simon needed something more than
he had, and he had something that
he did not need; only God could fix
his heart. Verse 24 says, "Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to
the Lord for me, that none of these
things which ye have spoken come
upon me." This shows that if you are
not careful, the devil will slip something in on you. You do not want
that to happen.
You may be feeling all right,
but the best way to test whether
you are all right or all wrong is
through the Gospel. Should there be
any wicked way in you, God will
show you. If you want to walk in the
way everlasting, you can be delivered. There is still power in the
blood of Jesus, and there is still
power in the Gospel. God is ready to
straighten up every man's life, but
the individual needs to see the need
for it. To me, religion has become
too liberal. Oh, I know people say
there are conservative Christians
and liberal Christians, but God
only makes Christians, and every
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Christian He makes is honest and
lives a conservative, righteous life.
The Reality of Salvation
You cannot permit the devil to
convince you that it makes no
difference what you believe. On the
contrary, it makes a world of difference. God sent His Son into the
world for the express purpose of
redeeming a people to Himself, but
God cannot do for you what you
will not let Him do. Denominationalism is taking over, and I suppose
some may comment, "I don't see
anything wrong with that." Well,
you cannot see anything wrong with
wrong as long as you are wrong.
When you get right, then you can
see wrong for what wrong is.
Salvation gives you a transformation; it makes you a new
creature. Old things pass away and
all things become new. To hide sin
or to try to hide it from God is vain
and hopeless. Like David, you
should ask God to search you and
see if you have anything that is not
becoming and deliver you so that
while you live here and when you
stand before the judgment bar, you
will hear Jesus say, "Come, ye
blessed of my Father, and inherit the
kingdom of Heaven."
You often hear people say they
are blessed, but the Psalmist said in
Psalm 1:1-2: "Blessed is the man that
walketh not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful. But his delight is in the law
of the LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night." This is not
a fancy portrayal of the past; this is
the reality of salvation. If you do not
have it, you need to know that you
do not have it; then you ought to get
down to business and seek it.
David wanted to walk pleasing
to God's way and not be a hindrance. He wanted the blessing of
God to rest upon him. In Psalm 32:1
the Psalmist wrote, "Blessed is he
whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered." You cannot
cover sin. You may try, but you
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cannot succeed. It takes God to
deliver you from sin and to transform you into a new creature. When
He does, you will be as the beggar
who sat at the gate Beautiful begging alms. Upon being healed in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, he
began to praise God.
Someone may say, "I don't go for
that." Well, you need to consider the
day when Jesus rode into Jerusalem
just before the Passover when the
people waved palms and began to
shout the praises of God. It made the
Pharisees nervous, and they wanted
Jesus to hush them up. In Luke 19:40
Jesus said, "If these should hold their
peace, the stones would immediately cry out." Heaven will be a
noisy place, according to what I read
in the Bible. Thousands of saints will
cast their crowns before the Lord
and bow their heads and cry, "Holy,
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty"
(Revelation 4:8).
Dear one, it is time to get
ready for Heaven. You need to get
ready to leave this world, but first
you must stop conforming yourself

to the way the world wants you, or
the way that is pleasing in the eyes
of the world. One of the hardest
things anymore is to get people's
eyes open to God and to obey His
commandments. Isaiah 55:6-7 instructs: "Seek ye the LORD while he
may be found, call ye upon him
while he is near: Let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the Lord, and he will
have mercy upon him; and to our
God, for he will abundantly
pardon."
Is your heart right with God?
You need to let God search your
heart and find out so that when
you stand before Him, you can
hear Him say, "Come, ye blessed of
my Father. . . ." One song that we
sing says this: "Heaven is a holy place;
Filled with glory and with grace; Sin
can never enter there. All within its
gates are pure, From defilement kept
secure, Sin can never enter there." May
God bless you.
(Cassette C-5572E)

At th e close of his will, Patrick
Henry stated: There is one thing
m ore that I would like to leave to
my fam ily— Christian faith. With
that they would be rich did I not
leave them one shilling. W ithout
th at they w ould be poor had I
given them the w hole w orld.

Brother Matt Schwartz
Seeking God
I want to speak to the young
people first. Young person, sometimes you may get tired of your
parents saying, "Come on; let's go to
church" and telling you to pay attention. As a young person, I often
heard the message of Truth go forth.
It stirred my heart, but I was like the
rich, young ruler that Jesus talked
about in the Bible in that I walked
away sorrowfully.
I was dating the young lady
who is now my wife, and I thank the
Lord for her. She has stood by my
side faithfully. I constantly tell my
boys that it would be much easier if
they would find a mate who has
been raised in the church. Young
lady, you should choose your companion from church, someone who

is saved.
I was not raised in the church,
but I was taught right from wrong.
One thing I know about the God I
serve is that He is forgiving, and He
forgave me. He can forgive anyone.
Why cause yourself trouble when
you do not have to? How fortunate
I was that God called my name
again! Many times the Lord stirred
my heart, but I was not ready to
give in. I thought I was a man, but
that man about killed me. My wife
was brought up with good moral
values, and I was as well, but God
was not the center of our relationship. She and I are close; we are best
friends. Genesis 2:24 says, "A
man . . . shall cleave unto his wife:
and they shall be one flesh." We do
everything together; we are hardly
ever apart.

Some things took place in our
lives. She had some health problems, and we had to spend one or
two nights apart. That night I felt so
alone, because my companion was
not beside me. I was in terrible
shape. I had done sinful things, and
I am not even going to go into the
sinful things I had done, because I
am not going to give the devil credit. That night at home, I got down on
my knees at the foot of my bed and
said, "Lord, where are You? I'm tired
of living this way. I don't want to be
alone anymore."
I had played around with
salvation for a little while. Friend,
you should not play around with it.
You ought to get a good grip on
God. If you play around with salvation, you will grieve the Holy Spirit,
and He will depart from you. As I
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poured out my heart to God, He
knew that I meant business. It blesses me so much every time I think
about it. I love to tell this story. Each
time I tell it, the sweeter it gets.
I asked God, "Would You just be
with me?" I did not really know how
to pray. I had been away from
church for such a long time, but I
knew that something got down inside me. I knew that I was not alone
anymore. That night, I went to bed
and slept like a baby. The next
morning when I got up, I called my
earthly brothers and sisters and
said, "Hey, I just met God. He was
here in my bedroom last night."
I do not remember if I called all
of them, but I called several of them,
and we had quite a conversation on
what the Lord's Spirit will do for a
person. I was not alone anymore! I
started seeking, but I had it in my
mind that I was not going back to
the Church of God. I came to realize
that the Word of God was judgment,
that when the Word was preached,
it was exposing me for what I really
was.
True Revival
I needed to clean up some things
in my life to be a holy child of God.
Friend, God will deliver you from
things. I led my wife, who was
raised in the church and who knew
the Truth, into false religion. However, God was dealing with me
when I was in false religion. I know
all about the Scripture that says,
"Come out of her, my people." This
is nothing to be taken lightly when
you call yourself a child of God. The
Lord started changing my attitude
about things, and He started exposing false doctrine through the
Scriptures. The preacher where I
was attending church services was
preaching a message that did not
line up with the Bible. The written
Word of God never changes: it is the
same today as it was yesterday and
the day before. My wife started
praying, and what took place was
true revival. She started praying,
"Lord, I don't feel right here any20

more. Start showing Matt that this
doctrine is wrong."
I had a filthy tobacco habit, and
I said, "Lord, I want to work for You
in a greater way."
He said, "If you want to work for
Me, you must get rid of that tobacco
habit," so I got rid of it. I had
chewed tobacco since I had been a
young boy. I would sneak tobacco. I
had to have it the first thing in the
morning and the last thing at night.
It was an awful habit to have hanging over me. I tried to deliver myself
of it, but I could not do it. God said,
"Matt, if you are going to work for
Me, you must clean up and get rid
of it. No leader of Mine is going to
have that habit."
I wondered how I was going to
get rid of it. After a few days went
by, I was feeling the effects of withdrawal because I did not have the
nicotine, but God delivered me from
it. He put revival in my soul.
When I was a little boy, often I
would stop and see my grandmother. My grandfather died before
I was born, but he was a Christian
when he died. Often she told me
about his getting saved and laying
his cigarettes down on the altar. He
had been a heavy smoker. Every
time she talked about him, she told
me how God delivered him from the
cigarette habit.
As I struggled with not having
nicotine, I said, "Lord, You are going
to have to do Your part and give me
something. I am serious about this."
The Lord gave me the story of my
grandfather to hang onto. I thought,
"If my granddaddy did it, then I can
too." I thank God that I am still reaping blessings from what he did. That
is what happens when you stick
with the church and stay within the
bounds of it. You start reaping the
same benefits as your grandparents
and your parents and those who
have gone on before you. It will
bring real revival into your soul.
Walking in the Light
I thank God that He brought us
right back to the Church of God.

Occasionally, the devil tempts me
with the tobacco habit, but I always
say, "Just get away. I don't need it."
I work with guys who have said,
"Matt quit chewing," and then they
asked me, "How did you do it?"
I replied, "God delivered me
from it." I am so thankful for that!
I sought ways to get closer to
God, so I went to Bible study. The
minister, his wife, and I attended.
That preacher began to bring out
some false doctrine about sin, saying
that we could have sin in our lives
and still be saved. I said, "I am sorry,
that's not the Bible I am reading."
I went home and told my wife,
"That's it. We have no place left to
go to church. I am done," and she
smiled. I will never forget her big
smile. In my heart I knew where I
had to go: the Church of God.
Though I knew in my heart, I had
argued with myself, "I am not going
around those people anymore. They
are self-righteous." Do you know
what? They are holy. I thank God
for holy people who set an example
for others. I thank God for the
church where people live as the
Bible says to live and do not just say,
"We have it," and do not live it.
I want to know as much about
God as I possibly can. How should
you seek God? You should seek Him
with all your heart, with all your
mind, with all your strength, and
with all your soul. That is what the
Bible tells us.
I read a story about a young
man who wanted to get close to
God. He was trying to figure out
how he could find Him, so he started asking people about God. People
told him different ways to find Him.
Finally, he got away from everybody one day and walked through
the mountains. He came across a
little stream, and he saw an old,
holy man standing there. The old
man said, "Son, what are you looking for?"
He said, "I would like to find
God. I have been praying, but how
can I find Him? Can you show me?"
The old man said, "Sure can,"
and he grabbed hold of his hand

and led him way out in the water.
The old man was strong, and he
grabbed that young man and held
him under the water. Quite a struggle took place. When the young man
started to get weak and the old man
could feel it, he pulled him up out of
the water. The young man took in as
much air as he could and said, "Why
did you do that?"
The old man said, "When you
start seeking God like you were
seeking that next breath of air, you
will find Him."
That is true! If you try to find
God as though your life depends on
it, you will find Him. Continuing to
seek Him with as much fervency is
what keeps you. Who is saved?
Only those who endure to the end.
A message that has crept in across
the world says, "Once saved, always
saved." The doctrine of eternal security is a lie! It is false doctrine. It is
not found in the Word of God. You
cannot sin more or less every day
and still be saved. I preach against
false doctrine and false religion a lot
because it clouded my mind, and it
will try to cloud your mind.
Who Is Saved?
Matthew 10:22 reads, "And ye
shall be hated of all men for my
name's sake: but he that endureth to
the end shall be saved." Matthew
24:13 states, "But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved." If you are going to make
Heaven your home, you must stand
the test of time. You have to stand
against worldly religion that will try
to creep into your experience with
God. The devil is your enemy, but
he that endures to the end, the same
will be saved. That is the reason it is
good to have revivals and camp
meetings to spark the fire again, to
fan the flame, and to put some fuel
on it so that we can endure.
We read in Mark 13:13, "And ye
shall be hated of all men for my
name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved." Hebrews 3:6 tells us, "But
Christ as a son over his own house;

whose house are we, if we hold fast
the confidence and the rejoicing of
the hope firm unto the end."
Revelation 2:10-11 instructs:
"Fear none of those things which
thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil
shall cast some of you into prison,
that ye may be tried; and ye shall
have tribulation ten days: be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life. He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches; He that
overcometh shall not be hurt of the
second death."
Who is saved? He that endures
to the end. When is your end coming? No one knows. This is the reason you have to stay prayed up.
Young person, do not go away from
the church. You do not know if you
will make it back. You do not have
any guarantee. My best friend was
killed right after he graduated from
high school. He was a healthy
young man, taken out of life quickly.
I have had many experiences
with people facing death. I worked
for an ambulance service for seventeen years. During one of the first
few calls that I went on, an older
man was dying, and it was evident
that he did not know God. It was a
fearful thing. We wheeled him out
of the house, and I told him, "We are
going to get you some help." He
kept his hands out trying to grab
things. He yelled, "No! No! No!" and
he was looking right past me. When
I looked into his eyes, I think he was
staring hell right in the face. I pictured him right at the edge, just
looking right down into hell, as if to
say, "I have wasted it!"
Friend, serving God is serious.
I want you to understand that just
because you bowed your knees at an
altar of prayer and asked God to
help you and to forgive you does not
necessarily mean you are enduring.
You see, you can take on a form of
salvation, and then there is true
salvation. God knows what is on the
inside. Brother, sister, we are in a
battle every day with evil. The devil
wants to suppress us, but he cannot

do it if we stand on the Word of God
and stand with God.
Many preachers and people will
select portions of the Bible out of
context and say, "Whosoever believes, the same shall be saved."
Although that is true, the Bible lets
you know that you must endure to
the end. It is possible for you to fall,
but only if you allow yourself. Some
people go around saying, "The devil
made me do it." Christian friend, the
devil does not have any power over
you unless you allow him. When
Jesus moves into your heart, He
gives you the power to be an overcomer. You can say, "Get behind me,
Satan." That is the true Word of
God.
"Except a Man Be Born Again"
Today many people are taught
that all they have to do is ask for
forgiveness: "God, forgive me for
being a sinner." They seem to think
that is all it takes, and then they say,
"I am saved." The Bible says you will
know them by their fruits. The Bible
teaches that unless you have been
born again, you cannot even see the
Kingdom of God, let alone enter in.
Too many people who claim to be
saved have not seen the kingdom,
because they have not been born
again. If you ask them, "Have you
been born again?" they do not even
know what it means. They do not
know the God to whom they are
praying.
In John 3:3-7 we read: "Jesus
answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith
unto him, How can a man be born
when he is old? can he enter the
second time into his mother's womb,
and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a
man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of
the flesh is flesh; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be
born again." Just because you have
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been born again does not mean you
will enter Heaven. You must endure
to the end.
John 3:16-18 states: "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. For God
sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved.
He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God."
God did not come into my life to
condemn me. Friend, if you are a
sinner, God is not here to condemn
you; He wants to save you. As a
young person, I used to feel that the
preacher was pointing right at me. I
thought he was trying to single me
out, but he was not doing that. The
Spirit of God was dealing with me.
Sinner friend, it is not that God
is condemning you; He is shining
light where there is darkness, saying, "Come to Me. I will help you to
endure to the end. I will help you to
make it, because without Me you
cannot make it." Unless you are born
again, you cannot even see the kingdom. There is no way that you can
enter in unless you are born again. I
thank God for these things. Salvation takes more than confessing; it
takes holy living and enduring to
the end.
God send His only begotten Son
to a horrible death on the Cross, and
He did it for you and me. I think
people forget how personal that is. I
think, "Lord, You did that just for
me." He said I am a joint heir with
Christ, that I am a brother, that I am
adopted in. He did it for me, and He
did it for you too, saint of God. You
have to hang onto Him. He teaches
us a message of peace, forgiveness,
and long-suffering.
Church, we must not fail to
extend those graces to our brothers
and sisters. Sometimes you may be
tempted to think, "That brother hurt
me, so I am not going to speak to
him anymore" or "That sister hurt
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me, so I am not going to speak to her
anymore." Well, I hurt God an awful
lot, but He spoke to me again.
Church, we have some measuring to
do. We are the Church of God. We
stand on Truth, we accept Truth,
and we should accept correction.
Why? We are children of God. God
corrects those whom He loves. He
points out the areas that must be
corrected.
Resurrecting Power
God is powerful. Sinner friend,
He can lift you out of sin and set you
upon higher ground so that you can
live for Him. John 11:1-6: "Now a
certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary
and her sister Martha. (It was that
Mary which anointed the Lord with
ointment, and wiped his feet with
her hair, whose brother Lazarus was
sick.) Therefore his sisters sent unto
him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom
thou lovest is sick. When Jesus
heard that, he said, This sickness is
not unto death, but for the glory of
God, that the Son of God might be
glorified thereby. Now Jesus loved
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.
When he had heard therefore that he
was sick, he abode two days still in
the same place where he was."
Jesus just backed off, and to
Mary and Martha it seemed that all
hope was gone. Verses 20-23, 25-29
read: "Then Martha, as soon as she
heard that Jesus was coming, went
and met him: but Mary sat still in
the house. Then said Martha unto
Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here,
my brother had not died. But I
know, that even now, whatsoever
thou wilt ask of God, God will give
it thee. Jesus saith unto her, Thy
brother shall rise again. . . . I am the
resurrection, and the life: he that
believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die. Believest thou this? She
saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe
that thou art the Christ, the Son of
God, which should come into the
world. And when she had so said,

she went her way, and called Mary
her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee. As
soon as she heard that, she arose
quickly, and came unto him."
Verses 34-43 continue: "And
[Jesus] said: Where have ye laid
him? They said unto him, Lord,
come and see. Jesus wept. Then said
the Jews, Behold how he loved him!
And some of them said, Could not
this man, which opened the eyes of
the blind, have caused that even this
man should not have died? Jesus
therefore again groaning in himself
cometh to the grave. It was a cave,
and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said,
Take ye away the stone. Martha, the
sister of him that was dead, saith
unto him, Lord, by this time he
stinketh: for he hath been dead four
days.
"Jesus saith unto her, Said I not
unto thee, that, if thou wouldest
believe, thou shouldest see the glory
of God? Then they took away the
stone from the place where the dead
was laid. And Jesus lifted up his
eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee
that thou hast heard me. And I knew
that thou hearest me always: but
because of the people which stand
by I said it, that they may believe
that thou hast sent me. And when he
thus had spoken, he cried with a
loud voice, Lazarus, come forth."
I like to put my name in place of
Lazarus' name. I came out of the
tomb of sin. Just as Lazarus was
bound by grave clothes, I was bound
by sin. Jesus said, "Loose him, and
let him go," and my chains of bondage fell off. They no longer held me.
There is a reason that I wanted to
tell you this story. When He delivered me, I said, "Jesus, whatever
You want me to do, I will do it for
You. I am grateful for what You did
for me." You need to be careful
when you say words like that, because He will start requiring things
of you. Jesus said, "I want you to
take the Word back to where you
live." If we preach it, we had better
live it. I am doing what He called
me to do. What a wonderful God we
serve! I thank God that when I re-

pented, He forgot all about the sinful things I had done in the past and
said, "Just come on home, child."
Living in the Last Days
The Church of God is glorious;
she is spotless, and she is walking in
the light. She is the bride of Christ,
and the Bridegroom is coming. I
want to be ready. I do not want to
miss out. Many are called, but few
are chosen. God's church is beautiful! If you want to be a part of her,
you must walk in the light and live
above sin, practicing what the Bible
tells you to do.
The Book of Revelation calls
false religion a harlot. The harlot's
attitude can creep in where the
Truth is being preached, but those
who endure to the end, the same
shall be saved. This applies to the
ministry as well as the individuals
in the congregations.
I will cling to the old rugged
Cross. The devil sees each of us as a
big trophy, and he would like nothing better than to knock us down,
one by one, and devour us. I am
thankful for the Lord and for what
He does for us. Also, I am thankful
for how He delivers us from things
and for how He sets His plans in
motion. When I think back in my
life, I can see how He was showing
me things so that I could use them
today. A saying that my dad always
says is, "Talking is easy, but it is
when the rubber meets the road that
you get the feel of it and see what it
is really like."
We are living in the last days.
The church needs a good revival.
Second Timothy 3:1-3 reads: "This
know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men
shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy [pride has gotten in some places and has damaged
them], Without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers. . . ."
More people need to try the
spirits. First John 4:1 admonishes,
"Beloved, believe not every spirit,

but try the spirits whether they are
of God: because many false prophets
are gone out into the world." In the
Old Testament you can read that
David asked the Lord to search his
heart. I have to be concerned about
my own heart. I want my light to
shine. That is what the Church of
God does. She shines light where
there is darkness. When a light is
shined on an area, we can sweep it
out.
"Strait Is the Gate, and
Narrow Is the Way"
Luke 24:13-18 reads: "And,
behold, two of them went that same
day to a village called Emmaus,
which was from Jerusalem about
threescore furlongs. And they talked
together of all these things which
had happened. And it came to pass,
that, while they communed together
and reasoned, Jesus himself drew
near, and went with them. But their
eyes were holden that they should
not know him. [Isn't that sad? They
didn't even know Him.] And he said
unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one
to another, as ye walk, and are sad?
And the one of them, whose name
was Cleopas, answering said unto
him, Art thou only a stranger in
Jerusalem, and hast not known the
things which are come to pass there
in these days?"
In other words, they were saying to Jesus, "Have you not heard
about the awful things they did to
our Savior? They beat Him,
scourged Him, spit on Him, and
placed a crown of thorns on His
head; then they hung Him on a
Cross." Did Jesus not give Himself
for our example? They were crying
about what Jesus went through, and
He said, "What things?" Church, we
do not have any excuse for not getting past our problems. We serve the
Deliverer, a God who can speak into
a tomb and say, "Come forth." He
can raise you from the dead. You
must not allow any kind of problem
to creep in and destroy you. The
church is still glorious, and she is

still going forward. She is still walking with God. She is not spinning
her wheels, and she is not lying in
the wilderness.
Matthew 7:14 says, "Because
strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life, and
few there be that find it." Webster's
Dictionary tells us the word few
means "not very many." I want to be
one of the few who make it, and I
want you to be one of the few. This
great salvation is too good just to
keep it to yourself and write off
everyone who might offend you.
Jesus brought a message of
peace. As the crowd went to take
Jesus that night, Peter struck the
servant of the high priest with his
sword and cut off his ear. Jesus told
Peter to put away the sword, and
then He touched the man's ear and
healed it. He healed a man who
was about to take part in putting
Him on the Cross. Could you do
that? He is our example. I am willing to stand for God. Are you willing to stand for Him? I do not want
to let Him down after what He did
for me. I thank Him from the bottom
of my heart. God has been so good
to me. There are not enough words
to express how I feel about Him. Do
you know the best message that is
preached? It is the one lived. The
flesh will rise up. Going to someone
and saying, "I was wrong" is hard to
do, but I have had to do it. I was
wrong for leaving the Church of
God and for pulling my wife away.
Sometimes people say, "Oh, we
used to have great revivals and
great camp meetings. People came
in off the streets and got saved."
Who has changed? God has not
changed. He is the same yesterday,
today, and forever. Jesus said in
Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you." God's church is
going forward. The question is, Do
you want to go forward with her?
Friend, there is no second chance.
You need to get on board now.
(Cassette C-5570E)
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As a child I lived with my aunt.
We lived in a little silver town, and
she was a widow. Her husband had
made a fortune in silver mining.
She was something. She was tall
with a tough frame, and her dark
eyes were as sharp as a hawk's. She
was very religious. She went to
church every Sunday, fine weather
or bad and read the Bible by the
hour.
She seemed to have an obsession
to give away everything she had. It
hit me one day that she was bound
to spend all her money on missions,
the church, helping poor people,
and such like until I, who was her
only heir, would end up without a
legacy. Finally, I got up enough
nerve to talk to her about it.
She put that sharp look on me
and said, "The worst thing that
could happen to a boy would be to
have a fortune dumped into his lap
for free. Life is not about getting,
Jack. It is about giving."
She went right on giving stuff
away, and I saw my dreams of getting her fortune washing away. She
tried to get me to see her way of life,
but I did not want her way of life. I
wanted mine.
When I was twenty-one, my
aunt handed me a check for a
thousand dollars and said, "Here's
plenty for any youngster to start
with. If you can't make a go of it
with that, you're not worth any
more! I want you to be a man, and
I'm praying for you."
Her and her prayers! I was so
angry that I left her and went to
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Denver. I
found a man
who was running a construction outfit and was about
broke, so I bought in with him. That
kind of work seemed to come quite
natural to me, and we made the
business pay off. We worked like
troopers though. In fact, I got so
busy that I almost forgot about my
aunt. I did not see her for five years.
Then one day I got a letter from
her. She was sick. So I took a trip
back home to see her.
Her kingdom had shrunk a
great deal! Her silver mines had
given out. She lived in a three-room
place. I found that she had given
everything away, mostly to the
church, an orphanage, hospitals,
and missions.
Although I did not need her
money now, I was angry at her anyhow. She sat in a rocking chair with
a big Bible on her lap and said,
"Quit feeling sorry for me, boy! I'm
enjoying being a Christian!"
"You're enjoying sitting there
broke," I said. "You used to be a rich
woman! Some of the people you
helped have a lot more than you do
now. What are these people doing
for you?"
She put that sharp look on me.
"Young man, do I look like I need
something?"
"You surely do!" I said, looking
around her place.
She wagged her head. "You're
wrong. I never craved big bank accounts. A person gets what he really

wants in life. I've gotten mine!"
"But, look at this shack! You
have no hired help. You used to be
the wealthiest . . ."
"I'm still rich. I feel like singing.
Would you like to join me in a song,
boy?"
So, she started singing about
being a child of the King. I just sat
there and gawked at her. When she
stopped singing, she opened her big
Bible and said, "Let me read you
something out of the Word."
She sounded happy as she read.
"I count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of
Christ."
A little later, I went to her bank
and found that she was practically
penniless. I wrote out a check for
five hundred dollars and put it in
her account. After that, I just walked
around the little town thinking
about my aunt.
When I went back to her threeroom place, she said, "How does the
old town look?"
I said, "I've got some questions
that I would like for you to answer.
How come you can seem so happy
when you've lost everything?"
"Who said I've lost everything,
young man?" she said. "I've got
everything."
I shook my head. "You're not
crazy, but some people might think
you were."
"Look here, Jack," she said.

She opened that big Bible again
and pointed to a verse she had underscored. "The things which are
seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal."
"There comes a time," she said
softly, "when if you don't have God,
you don't have anything."
I stood there, letting her words
soak in. I had to face it. The old lady
did have something. She could lose
a silver mine fortune, in fact, give it
away, and wind up singing! I
thought about rich fellows who
jumped out of windows after they
went broke. I thought of how beat
up I would be if I were in her shoes.
The old lady had something, and
you could not take whatever she
had away from her. It was something more permanent than silver
mines.
"I'd like for you to tell me more
about it, " I said.

So she did.
I did not quite understand all
she told me, but I got hold of the
edge of something. Later I received
more.
That aunt! She is dead now, and
I am back in Denver. She left her
shack to some people who did not
have any place to live. I went back
to attend her funeral, and it was a
big one. More people remembered
her than I had ever thought would.
What she left me was her worn
old Bible.
She left me something more,
though. She left me the nicest legacy
you can leave anybody: she left me
faith. I started reading the old Book,
and it did something to me. Finally,
I got down on my knees and began
to pray. Soon something happened
to me.
What happened to me? I cannot
explain it. That old Book says that if

a fellow is in Christ, he is a new
creature. That is about as close
as I can get to explaining what
happened to me, I guess.
I know now what made my aunt
sing when her silver mines gave out.
If I lost everything, maybe I would
not be able to sing, but I would be
able to take it. I have the verse
marked that she read to me that day
when I went back to see her. I read it
really often.
"I count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ."
Do you think that is crazy? If so,
you do not understand, for if you
did, you would not say it was crazy.
People who know would never say it
was crazy.

[G uest Editorial— continued from page 2]

Another Scripture that comes to
my mind is found in Hebrews 4:3,
which states, "For we which have
believed do enter into rest." When
real faith is exercised, there is a rest
to the soul and the mind. What satisfaction there is in knowing that your
way is committed to God! Your feelings may be very low, but you can
rest your salvation with God. Knowing that you have done all to stand,
you can stand on the promises of
God. We have often heard the state-

ment said, and it is true, "Peace is not
a feeling, but a knowledge." It is the
knowledge that you have performed
the will of God, and that will bring
peace to heart and mind.
It pays to overcome your feelings
of doubt with faith and be true to
God even in the hottest fight. The
Lord is faithful, and He will not allow you to be tried beyond the point
where you are unable to bear it.

The next day brought no real
pleasure and comfort. Listlessly,
Amy wandered about, having no
zest for any of her former amusements, and feeling thoroughly
unhappy. She began to long for the
very duties that had seemed so irksome to her. She could hardly keep
from tears when she saw others
busy over lessons or her mother
doing work that had formerly been
hers.
At last, her misery ended in a fit
of crying, and shutting herself up in

her own room, she gave way to it.
Sob followed sob, so quickly that she
did not hear her door open, until her
mother's arms were round her, and
her hot, aching head was pillowed
on her mother's shoulder. Not a
word passed between them for a
few minutes; then Amy sobbed out,
"O Mother! Mother! the copy was
quite right, 'Duty first, and pleasure
afterward,' for without duty there is
no pleasure at all."

heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: And see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting." I want you to
notice that David first said, "Search
me," and then, "Lead me." Dear one,
you can have the assurance that if
there is something wrong in your life,
God will reveal it to you. In 2 Peter
3:9 we find that the Lord is "not willing that any should perish," and this
Scripture includes you.

[Espec. for Young People— contin. from p. 14]

yourself and do nothing else."
Amy's eyes filled with tears, and
she ran upstairs to her own room.
She had no heart to read the fairy
book, to make clothes for her doll, to
play with the kitten, or even to eat
the rest of her chocolate drops.
"I shall never be able to bear
another day of this," she said to
herself; "I thought it would be so
delightful to have no duties, but
somehow my play does not seem
half so good as it did before."

Selected

Selected
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Old-Fashioned
Camp Meeting
in Canby, Oregon

August 20 - 26
F IRST S ERVICE M ONDAY AT 7:00 P . M .
Two Services Daily
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

We Welcome Everyone
We extend a cordial invitation
for you to come and worship
the Lord with us!
For reservations contact:
Pastor E. David Stegmeier
552 N. W. 2nd Ave., Canby, OR 97013
Telephone (503) 266-9297

(Please make reservations
in advance, if possible)
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Fall Camp Meeting
August 5-12
Two Services Daily
10:00 a.m .

7:00 p.m .

The first service begins Sun day at 10:00 a.m .
Holy Ghost Preaching } Inspirational Singing
Children's Services } Divine Healing

Come and worship the Lord with us!
MEALS reasonably priced (full-time evangelists and pastors [with
spouses] half-price). LODGING free-will offering basis. Heated
dormitories available. Bring your own bedding, if possible. NO
PETS.
Name__________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City___________________________________ State__________
Zip_________________
Phone_________________________
Date Needed____________________________________________
____No. in family
____No. rooms needed
____No. beds needed

____No. for boys' dorm
____No. for women's dorm
____No. for girls' dorm

Send Reservations to: David L. Bush
725 N. Cedar Street Newark, OH 43055
or call (740) 345-1213

The Church of God @ GOD'S ACRES
NEWARK, OHIO
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