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Spiritual Growth
Spiritual growth is extremely vital
to every Christian. Increasing in the
knowledge of the Lord is necessary to
develop spiritual maturity. This enables the Christian to be a more useful
vessel to the Lord and to His kingdom.
The more one knows about the Lord,
His Word, and His ways, the better
equipped he or she will be to overcome
the battles of life. The Apostle Paul
admonished the Colossians to walk
worthily and to be fruitful. Peter, in his
writings, instructed all to grow in
grace and knowledge. God's plan for
each of His children is to grow, mature, and become more firmly established in the things of God.
Spiritual maturity is accomplished
through various means, and one way
is through faithfully enduring tests
and trials. It is very important for
God's people to look at these divine
interruptions in the right way. Never is
a trial sent to destroy a soul, but rather
to build up and to enhance their usefulness for God. The old saying is,
"One can shout when on the mountaintop, but real growth comes when in the
valley." It is through these valley experiences that God helps the best in men
and women to come forth. Humanity
always desires the easy way, but the
hard places cause one to pray, to dig,
to search, and to draw closer to the
Master. Each soul is compared to a
diamond in the rough. One's true
beauty and luster do not shine forth
until he or she has been cut, shaped,
and polished on God's refining
wheel.
God permits hard trials and
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difficult circumstances to come across
one's pathway to prove the individual's experience, to see if it is genuine.
This process certainly proves the fidelity and loyalty of the one being tested.
God often chooses to shine the light of
the Gospel to the lost world through
His children by sending them a trial.
Adversity demonstrates the grace and
strength of God working in His child
to the onlooker. People often witness
God's power and ability to work
through that one who is fully trusting
in Him for help and deliverance. God
only knows the number of souls who
have been redeemed because of the
faithfulness of such a one who endured a severe trial and came forth
victoriously.
Another means of spiritual growth
is by the pruning of a person through
the Word of God. Jesus said in John
15:2, "Every branch in me that beareth
not fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it,
that it may bring forth more fruit."
Purging brings a separation. That
which is not good is taken away so the
good that remains may bring forth
more bountifully. The Word of God is
sent to uncover and expose anything
that is working in the life of His child
that is not beneficial to him or to the
Lord. That which is proving to be a
hindrance to spiritual growth must be
cut off and destroyed.
When the Lord begins the pruning
process on the heart of His child, it
may cause pain and suffering at the
time. It is extremely important for
[continued on page 21]

Isaiah 35:1 The wilderness and the
solitary place shall be glad for them; and
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as
the rose.
2 It shall blossom abundantly, and
rejoice even with joy and singing: the
glory of Lebanon [symbolic of majesty]
shall be given unto it, the excellency [the
beauty] of Carmel and [the fertility of]
Sharon, they shall see the glory of the
LORD, and the excellency of our God.
3 Strengthen ye the weak hands,
and confirm the feeble knees.
4 Say to them that are of a fearful
heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your
God will come with vengeance, even

God with a recompense; he will come
and save you.
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped.
6 Then shall the lame man leap as
an hart, and the tongue of the dumb
sing: for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert.
7 And the parched ground shall
become a pool, and the thirsty land
springs of water: in the habitation of
dragons, where each lay, shall be grass
with reeds and rushes.
8 And an highway shall be there,
and a way, and it shall be called The

way of holiness; the unclean shall not
pass over it; but it shall be for those: the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not
err therein.
9 No lion shall be there, nor any
ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it
shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there:
10 And the ransomed of the LORD
shall return, and come to Zion with
songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Prophetic Language
This text of Scripture is used
much by millennialists to prop up
their theories of a time of great peace
and prosperity. According to millennialists, it will be a time when the
devil will be bound for a thousand
years and the natures of animals
supposedly will be changed. They
say that the animals that normally
have a devouring nature will cohabit. Maybe you have seen the
pamphlets that show the lion lying
down with the lamb and the snakes
and children playing together. That

sounds good and looks good to people. After all, people want peace and
prosperity. They get weary of having sicknesses and having things go
wrong. Therefore, when they see the
pamphlet with all those animals
cohabiting, they think, "Wow! It
would be exciting to live in an age
such as that."
Millennialists interpret the Bible
literally, and they use Isaiah 11:6-9
to back up their theories. They even
say that the literal desert will rejoice
and blossom as a rose. If the Bible
were to be interpreted literally, then
people would be in a lot of trouble.

If that were the case, all that would
be at the Judgment would be sheep
and goats. However, that is symbolic
language representing the saved and
the unsaved. The Word of God is full
of symbolic language, metaphors,
and parables. You have to take the
Scripture within its context and ask
God to help you to discern the
Truth.
What was Isaiah talking about in
our Scripture text? First of all, he was
not speaking as a natural man; he
was speaking as a prophet, and he
was speaking in prophetic language.
Prophetic language is used through3

out the Word of God. Isaiah was
speaking as he was moved by the
Holy Ghost. The Bible tell us in 2
Peter 1:21, "For the prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost." A
prophecy is outside the realm of
human possibility, and a prophecy
is evidence of a divine revelation.
We read in Matthew 16:13-17:
"When Jesus came into the coasts of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say
that I the Son of man am? And they
said, Some say that thou art John the
Baptist: some, Elias; and others,
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He
saith unto them, But whom say ye
that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God.
And Jesus answered and said unto
him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my Father
which is in heaven."
Divine Inspiration
Prophecies are precise, and the
reason they are precise is that they
are given by God. The Prophets did
not merely write about what they
saw, because it takes more than the
natural eye to see the things of God.
Moses wrote about the Creation
clearly, but he was not there. How
could he have done it? He was
moved by the Holy Ghost. God
spoke to chosen individuals through
the Holy Ghost throughout the
Bible, especially in the Old Testament, about impeding judgments
and the overthrow of kingdoms. He
spoke through prophets to denounce
sin and to foretell the coming of the
Messiah.
God used the Prophet Daniel to
portray the Kingdom of God. Whenever anyone preaches on the
Kingdom of God, he must turn to
the Prophet Daniel, because Daniel
was precise. Let us look at the Book
of Daniel for a moment to see how
precise this prophecy is. In Daniel,
Chapter 2, we read that King
4

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. Verses 1-7 state: "And in the second year
of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams,
wherewith his spirit was troubled,
and his sleep brake from him. Then
the king commanded to call the
magicians, and the astrologers, and
the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for
to show the king his dreams. So they
came and stood before the king.
And the king said unto them, I have
dreamed a dream, and my spirit was
troubled to know the dream.
"Then spake the Chaldeans to
the king in Syriack, O king, live for
ever: tell thy servants the dream,
and we will show the interpretation.
The king answered and said to the
Chaldeans, The thing is gone from
me: if ye will not make known unto
me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces,
and your houses shall be made a
dunghill. But if ye show the dream,
and the interpretation thereof, ye
shall receive of me gifts and rewards
and great honour: therefore show
me the dream, and the interpretation
thereof. They answered again and
said, Let the king tell his servants
the dream."
The king called for Daniel to be
brought in. (If you understand the
Scriptures correctly, you know that
Babylon does not have interpretation of the Scriptures.) Daniel, a true
man of God, told the king the dream
and the interpretation thereof. The
dream was of an image, which
portrayed four different kingdoms,
with Babylon being the head of
gold. The breast and the arms of
silver represented the MedoPersians. The belly and the thighs of
that image represented the Grecians,
and the feet of iron and clay
represented the pagan Roman
Empire.
In the interpretation that Daniel
gave of these kingdoms, he said that
one would overthrow another.
Daniel let King Nebuchadnezzar
know that he, the king of Babylon,
was the head of gold, and that he
was going to be overtaken by the
Medo-Persians. Then the Grecian

Empire would overthrow the MedoPersians, and the pagan Roman
Empire would overthrow the
Grecians.
Types and Shadows
In the midst of all of that, God
was going to set up a kingdom. You
can read of this in Daniel 2:44, which
says, "And in the days of these kings
[when these kings were fighting and
overthrowing one another] shall the
God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed: and
the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand for ever."
Daniel foretold that God was
going to set up a kingdom, when it
would be set up, the power of the
kingdom, and the endurance of the
kingdom. As you can see, Daniel's
prophecy was precise and to the
point. Right at the time when the
Roman Empire was in its pomp and
splendor, a little Babe was born in a
manger, and God set up the Kingdom of God. This kingdom will
never be overthrown. Neither other
kingdoms nor Satan can come in and
overpower it. This kingdom will
endure to the end. How long will it
last? It will last until Jesus delivers it
up to the Father. I thank God for the
Kingdom of God. It is the kingdom
of peace, and it is reigning within,
and it ever increases in my soul.
John 5:39 says, "Search the
scriptures; for in them ye think ye
have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me." When you read
the Old Testament, you are reading
a testimony of Jesus Christ. You
must see Jesus Christ in the Old Testament Scriptures or you are not
going to receive understanding of
the Old Testament. The Old Testament Scriptures dealt with types and
shadows. The answer to those types
and shadows is found in Jesus
Christ.
When the Prophets spoke, they
spoke about the coming of the
Messiah, Jesus Christ. You need to
keep that in mind. The Old Testa-

ment brings honest souls to Jesus
Christ in His First Advent. Luke
18:31-34, speaking to the twelve,
reads: "Then he took unto him the
twelve, and said unto them, Behold,
we go up to Jerusalem, and all
things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall
be accomplished. For he shall be
delivered unto the Gentiles, and
shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: And they
shall scourge him, and put him to
death: and the third day he shall rise
again. And they understood none of
these things: and this saying was hid
from them, neither knew they the
things which were spoken." Luke
24:44 states, "And he said unto them,
These are the words which I spake
unto you, while I was yet with you,
that all things must be fulfilled,
which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in
the psalms, concerning me." Here it
speaks of the Old Testament. You
need to see that when you read the
Old Testament, you are reading of
types and shadows and prophecy,
and the Old Testament exalts Jesus
Christ. The Prophets, the Law, and
the Psalms speak of Christ.
The Truth About the Kingdom
Only two appearances of Christ
are mentioned in the Bible. The first
time, Jesus Christ came to deliver
the sinner from his sins. Matthew
1:21 says, "And she shall bring forth
a son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people
from their sins."
Many times under the old Law
the sinner was killed to get rid of the
sin, but that is not so with Jesus
Christ. He came to remove the sin
and to set the captive free. Thank
God for His goodness! The next time
Jesus comes, He is not coming as a
Savior; He is coming as a Judge. If
you are living in sin, it is only for
one reason: the mercy of God. Jesus
Christ is on the throne of David,
which is a throne of mercy. However, a time is coming when God
will say "That is enough!" When

Christ steps off the throne of mercy,
salvation will be offered no more.
The Bible says this in Hebrews
9:27-28: "And as it is appointed unto
men once to die, but after this the
judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and
unto them that look for him shall he
appear the second time without sin
unto salvation." The Hebrew writer
was not dealing with sinners getting
converted; He was dealing with the
Judgment.
Many people are so confused
about the kingdom because they do
not understand who Israel really is.
The literal Jew's entrance into Heaven or the church is the same that you
and I must use: Jesus Christ, and it is
by faith. Romans 2:28-29 says: "For
he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision,
which is outward in the flesh: But he
is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and
circumcision is that of the heart, in
the spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but of
God."
Romans 9:6 tells us, "Not as
though the word of God hath taken
none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel." In
Galatians, Chapter 6, Paul talked
about a new creation, a new creature. He said in verses 14-16: "But
God forbid that I should glory, save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ
[Paul was a literal Jew and a spiritual Jew, and he said he was going
to glory in the Cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ], by whom the world is
crucified unto me, and I unto the
world. For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature.
And as many as walk according to
this rule [the rule of a new creature],
peace be on them, and mercy, and
upon the Israel of God."
God Has One People
Under the Old Testament, God
had one people and one temple.
The same is true today. There is one
Church of God, and all the members
are blood washed, cleaned up,

sanctified, and holy. Ephesians
2:11-15 says: "Wherefore remember,
that ye being in time past Gentiles in
the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the
Circumcision in the flesh made by
hands; That at that time ye were
without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise,
having no hope, and without God in
the world [and what a terrible place
to be out in this world without
hope]: But now in Christ Jesus ye
who sometimes were far off are
made nigh by the blood of Christ.
"For he is our peace, who hath
made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition
between us; [It is no longer as it was
in the old temple when they had
separate courts for the Gentiles, the
women, the priests, and the high
priest. All those partitions were broken down. We have one new man.]
Having abolished in his flesh the
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to
make in himself of twain one new
man, [It is no longer the Jew, the
Gentile, and the Samaritan; it is one
new man. No matter where you are
from, God makes one new man.
There is one body, one Lord, and
one Spirit.] so making peace; And
that he might reconcile both unto
God in one body [how?] by the
cross, having slain the enmity
thereby." What was the enmity
thereby? It was having a separate
people, but now all of that has been
removed. All of that was broken
down to make one new people.
Praise be to God! I love this way. It is
thrilling!
Someone may ask, "What about
the one temple?" We have the one
body, or one people. First Corinthians 6:19 says, "What? know ye not
that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which
ye have of God, and ye are not your
own?" Revelation 21:3 reads, "And I
heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of
God is with men, and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his
5

people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God." God
has a visible church to show the
world the life of Jesus Christ in its
members.
God's people have been
purchased by Christ's own blood,
and Jesus Christ purchased only one
church. He did not purchase the
Baptists, the Pentecostals, or any
other protestant denomination. They
can trace their mother back to the
Roman Catholic Church. They are
all protestors, but from the beginning it was not so. If you read the
letters to the Corinthians, you will
find that they are written to the
Church of God, and the Church of
God is the only church that Christ
purchased with His own blood.
Acts 20:28 says this: "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, [That is the
only church over which the Holy
Ghost makes overseers. Men may
make you an overseer over a
protestant church, but all God
makes are children of God.] which
he hath purchased with his own
blood." First Corinthians 14:33 tells
us that God is not the author of confusion. That is the reason He said,
"One Lord, one baptism, one faith,
one body." There is no confusion in
that.
"The Wilderness and the
Solitary Place"
In Isaiah, Chapter 35, the Prophet Isaiah was speaking under divine
inspiration, and he used symbolic
language to speak of the blessings
that were to come to Israel. The wilderness is unsettled, barren, and
empty. A solitary place is a dry
place. It says in verse 1 of the Scripture text, "The wilderness and the
solitary place shall be glad for them;
and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose." Who is the "them"
in this verse? Isaiah 34:16-17 tells us:
"Seek ye out of the book of the LORD,
and read: no one of these shall fail,
none shall want her mate [in other
6

words, everything will be fulfilled]:
for my mouth it hath commanded,
and his spirit it hath gathered them.
And he hath cast the lot for them,
and his hand hath divided it unto
them by line: they shall possess it for
ever, from generation to generation
shall they dwell therein." In Isaiah
35:1 the Prophet Isaiah was referring
to those who seek out the Book of
the Lord when he said, "The wilderness and the solitary place shall be
glad for them." In the Book of the
Lord they see that none of God's
promises fail. All God's promises
will come to pass, and every enemy
will be destroyed.
That is exactly what happened
to you and me, saint of God. We
sought out the Book of the Lord, and
we found that every promise is true.
All enemies are destroyed. Therefore, we are glad; we are happy, and
we "blossom as the rose." There is
one rose, and that is the Rose of
Sharon, Jesus Christ. We blossom
like Jesus Christ. I thank God for His
goodness! Oh, how this text is misused! Those who are the "them" in
Isaiah 35:1 will see that none of
God's judgments or blessings fail.
Those who are dry, barren, and
empty and who seek out the Word
of God will "blossom as the rose." If
you will heed the Word of God and
obey it, it will produce fruit in your
Christian life. It is certified seed, and
it is guaranteed to produce. It will
cause a change in the hearts of men.
What is the best thing you can
do for those who are dry, barren,
and unsettled spiritually? You can
give them a drink of Living Water.
When you are thirsty physically,
you want a drink. The Bible says in
Psalm 42:1, "As the hart panteth
after the water brooks, so panteth
my soul after thee, O God."
How to Get a Drink
of Living Water
Let us go to the story of the
woman at the well in John, Chapter
4. Evidently she was there to draw
water because she was thirsty. Verse
9 reads, "Then saith the woman of

Samaria unto him, How is it that
thou, being a Jew, askest drink of
me, which am a woman of Samaria?
for the Jews have no dealings with
the Samaritans." You need to understand that there was a division between the Jews and the Samaritans.
The Samaritans were considered to
be half-breeds. The orthodox Jew
claimed the lineage of Abraham.
That is the reason Matthew wrote in
the Book of Matthew of the genealogies. The Jew did not think one's
lineage was authentic unless it had
genealogies in it. You will notice that
is only in the writings of Matthew.
The genealogies were important to
the Jews.
Jesus was at the well having a
conversation with the Samaritan
woman, and she was shocked. In
essence, she said, "You are talking
with me! You are a Jew, and the Jews
do not have any dealings with the
Samaritans." Although that was true,
that did not stop Jesus. In verses 1019 we read: "Jesus answered and
said unto her, If thou knewest the
gift of God, and who it is that saith
to thee, Give me to drink; thou
wouldest have asked of him, and he
would have given thee living water.
The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou
hast nothing to draw with, and the
well is deep: from whence then hast
thou that living water? Art thou
greater than our father Jacob, which
gave us the well, and drank thereof
himself, and his children, and his
cattle?
"Jesus answered and said unto
her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever
drinketh of the water that I shall give
him shall never thirst; but the water
that I shall give him shall be in him a
well of water springing up into everlasting life. The woman saith unto
him, Sir, give me this water, that I
thirst not, neither come hither to
draw.
"Jesus saith unto her, Go call thy
husband, and come hither [you
cannot get a drink of the Living Water without straightening out some
things; it will bring a confession of
the truth]. The woman answered

and said, I have no husband. Jesus
said unto her, Thou hast well said, I
have no husband: For thou hast had
five husbands; and he whom thou
now hast is not thy husband: in that
saidst thou truly. The woman saith
unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou
art a prophet." The woman at the
well went into town and told people
about the Man who told her all
about her life. She wanted them to
come and see Him.
When you talk to God, you need
to be honest, because He already
knows the problem. He was bringing this woman to a place of confession. She was going to look right
over the top of her sin when she
said, "Sir, give me this water," just as
many people do today. In so many
words, He said, "Yes, I will give you
a drink, but go and get your
husband first." Therefore, she
perceived that He was a prophet.
The Highway of Holiness
We are to blossom abundantly.
In John 10:10 Jesus said, "The thief
cometh not, but for to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy: I am come that
they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly."
Isaiah said that a highway shall be
there and that it shall be called the
highway of holiness. This highway
is where holiness begins. There is a
way. What way is it? It is a way
where you can live holy. Those who
travel this highway are holy. You
cannot be unclean and travel on this
highway. You must be saved from
your sins and live free from sin by
the grace of God.
Holiness is still the message to a
lost and dying world. Most religions
out there do not truly believe in
holiness. Oh, they may talk about
some sins that God has delivered
them from, such as adultery or murder, but they believe a "sin-more-orless every day" doctrine. If people
are not born again, they cannot see
the church, or the kingdom. To
them, one church is the same as
another.
On this highway the unclean

will not be there. Also, those who
roar as a lion or act like a ravenous
beast will not be there. When Isaiah
talked about lions and ravenous
beasts, he was not talking about
literal animals, but about the natures
of mankind. Before one travels this
highway, his nature must be
changed. Second Peter 1:4 tells us,
"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises:
that by these ye might be partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world
through lust."
You are not part of God's
kingdom if you still have an old,
beastly nature, growling as a lion all
day long—at work, at home, or
shopping. Nothing ever pleases you.
Have you ever noticed that when
people get out of line with God, they
are critical of almost everything?
Isaiah was not talking about literal
animals. Why would God change
animals? We read in Isaiah 11:1-8
(remember, this was written under
divine inspiration): "And there shall
come forth a rod out of the stem of
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of
his roots [this is talking about Jesus
Christ]: And the spirit of the LORD
shall rest upon him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of
the LORD; And shall make him of
quick understanding in the fear of
the LORD: and he shall not judge
after the sight of his eyes, neither
reprove after the hearing of his ears:
But with righteousness shall he
judge the poor, and reprove with
equity for the meek of the earth: and
he shall smite the earth with the rod
of his mouth, and with the breath of
his lips shall he slay the wicked
[beside or after each of those verses
is a star in many Bibles, which lets
you know that it is talking about the
Messiah]. And righteousness shall
be the girdle of his loins, and
faithfulness the girdle of his reins.
"The wolf also shall dwell with
the lamp, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid; and the calf and
the young lion and the fatling to-

gether; and a little child shall lead
them. And the cow and the bear
shall feed; their young ones shall lie
down together: and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. [Now, you know
there has to be a change, because a
lion is carnivorous; it likes to eat
flesh, but now the lion is eating
straw as an ox.] And the sucking
child shall play on the hole of the asp
[or the viper], and the weaned child
shall put his hand on the cockatrice'
den."
What was the Prophet Isaiah
talking about? At the beginning of
the chapter he talked about a rod
coming forth out of the stem of Jesse,
and he said a Branch shall grow out
of his roots. All Bible students agree
that is talking about Jesus Christ.
Verse 2 speaks of how the Spirit of
the Lord would be upon Him. Verse
3 says that He shall not judge after
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove
after the hearing of his ears. The
verses following this are speaking of
Christ also.
Isaiah was not talking about the
animal kingdom as you and I know
it. He was talking about people who
have different natures. He mentioned the wolf dwelling with the
lamb, the leopard lying down with a
kid, and the calf and the young lion
and the fatling together. In the literal
sense, you know this would be
impossible unless there was a change
of nature. No lamb would lie down
with a lion, and no goat would lie
down with a leopard, because there
is enmity between them. Some
animals are predators and feed on
others. The Prophet was talking
about the change that comes about in
people when they are born again
and enter the church.
God's Holy Mountain
Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 11:9, "They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain." God's holy
mountain is the church, or Mount
Zion. Isaiah 2:1-4 reads: "The word
that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
And it shall come to pass in the last
7

days, that the mountain of the
LORD'S house shall be established in
the top of the mountains, and shall
be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it. And many
people shall go and say, Come ye,
and let us go up to the mountain of
the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths:
for out of Zion [or the church] shall
go forth the law, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem.
"And he shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many
people [here is the nature change]:
and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more."
Where does this take place? It all
happens in Mount Zion, or the
church; this is in God's holy
mountain.
Isaiah was not talking about a
literal lion. He used a metaphor,
speaking of how they growl and
roar when they are hungry. Some
people have an old lion spirit.
Others have a "lyin'" spirit and will
not tell the truth. When salvation
comes, these natures are going to be
changed, and then they will no
longer hurt or destroy in God's holy
mountain, just as Isaiah penned in
Chapter 11.
On this highway, called the way
of holiness, we know that no beast
or lion or unclean thing will be
there, but it will be for the redeemed
and the ransomed. The price, or the
ransom, has been paid.
Our Scripture text in verses 9-10
say this: "No lion shall be there, nor
any ravenous beast shall go up
thereon, it shall not be found there;
but the redeemed shall walk there:
And the ransomed of the LORD shall
return, and come to Zion with songs
and everlasting joy upon their
heads: they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away."
Child of God, do you remember
when you got saved? Do you
remember the joy and the gladness?
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Do you remember the burdens you
had over sin? The sorrow and the
sighing departed when you prayed
through, and you were filled with
joy and gladness. I like to illustrate it
this way: When I went to school, the
teachers always had lots of problems
for the students to work out. They
only gave one example, but one had
to work each problem as shown by
the example.
When we came to Jesus Christ,
we had many sins, and we brought
them to one example: Jesus Christ.
When we did what Jesus Christ said,
every one of them were worked out

right and were cast as far as the east
is from the west, never to be
remembered against us again. We
rose up from that altar of prayer like
our example Jesus Christ. It is as if
God has a big blackboard with all
our sins written down. (We could
not remember them all, but God
remembers.) When we came to Jesus
Christ and repented, confessed, and
forsook all sin, God took His big
eraser and erased them all, and then
we went forth rejoicing.
(Cassette C-5601M)

Who Are My Neighbors?

N

is for neighbor. Many of us have neighbors who are not
actively involved in church or Sunday school.

is for employees and employers. Are all the people you

E work with involved in church?

is for interesting people. Every day we meet a lot of

I interesting people who are not actively involved in
church or Bible study.

G
H

is for general contacts—people at the bank, the
service station, the grocery store, or the classroom.

is for hobby friends—people who share our interests in
antiques, needlecraft, stamp collecting, etc.
is for baby. New babies are born daily, and this is a

B natural time for parents who have been inactive to get
involved in church again.

O
R

is for occupational friends—people in the workplace
who admire and respect you.

is for relatives—children, parents, brothers, sisters, inlaws, cousins, aunts, uncles, etc.

This list shows that you as a Christian really do have a wide
circle of influence. Share your witness with these
neighbors. Let them know that God cares for them .

Luke 15:20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

Brother E. David Stegmeier
Servants of Sin
We are living in a world that
needs God's love. I do not mean a
wishy-washy, spineless love, but a
strong love. Although God does not
overlook wrongdoing, He looks
down and sees what a sinner could
be. Likewise, we should look at
people in sin, not as what they are,
but as what they could be if God
gets hold of them and cleans them
up and makes them respectable. I
was once an unlovely person, but
God had mercy and compassion on
me.
I would like to relate an
experience that I had while teaching
at a boy's ranch. That is not always
an easy assignment because those
boys come from very troubled
homes that do not function well, and
many of them are unwanted by their
own parents. Some are growing up
in divorce situations. One afternoon
we watched a film entitled "Roots."
This film was adapted from a book
by Alex Haley, which tells the

background, or the roots, of a young
African-American man. It relates
how he was taken from his
homeland in Africa as a boy by
some white people who were
involved in the slave traffic.
This young African boy was
subjected to many inhumane acts. I
have chosen the word inhumane
because it means "lacking in pity
and compassion." The Bible lets us
know that God created all men
everywhere of one blood. We all are
brothers. Brother E. A. Wilson used
to say, "We can trace our heritage, or
our lineage, all the way back to
Adam and Eve." Since we all are
brethren, we ought to have compassion for one another. I believe the
need of the hour is a great, deep
sense of divine compassion and
being able to feel what others feel.
Those who are in the depths and the
bondage of sin need to be rescued so
that they, too, can enjoy what we, as
saints, are enjoying.
In this film those young people
were put on a boat, chained down

below the deck, and treated like
animals. The captain of the ship
professed to be a Christian. The
young girls on the ship did not want
to be subjected to molestation by
those white men, so some of them
jumped overboard. (I thought, how
noble that those young women
would rather retain their integrity
and their purity by jumping
overboard.) The captain was
wrestling with many things. He said
to one of the shipmates, "Don't you
think we are bound in chains tighter
than those beneath the deck?"
I stopped the film and asked the
boys, "What do you think the captain
was talking about?" One boy raised
h i s h a n d an d sa i d , " T h e y
were addicted to fornication." In
John 8:34 Jesus said, "Whosoever
committeth sin is the servant of sin."
It is rendered a little differently in
The Living Bible. It says, "You are
slaves of sin, every one of you. And
slaves don't have rights." You cannot
go into sin just a little and dabble
around. Eventually you will become
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bound, or become a servant of sin,
and you have no idea how far, how
low, or how long you will be kept.
If there is one thing I am afraid
of, it is sin. Am I tempted? Absolutely! Every man is tempted, but I
stay away from those places where I
know I will be tempted. Each person
knows his weak points and should
stay away from those places. If you
should give in a little, it will not be
long until you will be taken captive
against your will. Sin is a terrible
thing. I appreciate the Christian way
of living. It is a wonderful way to
live. I am free from sin, praise the
Lord!
In the film they showed a young
black boy, who was very strong,
fighting against those chains, trying
to get loose. Thank God, as saints,
we are free to be everything God
wants us to be. I want to be everything God wants me to be. Though it
is a challenge to be a Christian, it is
a privilege and an honor. There is no
higher honor bestowed upon
humanity than the privilege of being
a child of God. Church of God, we
are a blessed people. Praise the
Lord!
The Root of All Evil
The captain also said to the
shipmate, "Don't you think we are
doing harm to ourselves?" Whenever you sacrifice the principles of
God, you are harming yourself.
Upon arriving at the American
docks, a businessman came aboard
and said, "How can you stand the
stench?" The captain said, "Custom
and avarice." People will do almost
anything for money. The word
avarice means "inordinate desire for
wealth."
We ought to be happy with
what God gives us. I am 100 percent
happy. I do not go around growling.
Often people in the stores say, "Mr.
Stegmeier, you are such a happy
man." Psalm 144:15 says, " Happy is
that people, whose God is the
LORD." Church of God people
should go around whistling and
singing.
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When I was in the military, we
had to go on what they called
"police call," which was picking up
old, filthy ends of cigarettes and
junk. It was a despicable job. I
remember one morning as I was
trying to do a really good job that I
was singing away. My platoon sergeant came over to me and said,
"Stegmeier, I'm angry with you!
What makes you so happy doing
this job?"
I said, "The Lord."
He said, "Well, you are doing a
mighty good job."
I said, "It is the Lord." If you
have that long-faced "Missouri-mule
religion," you can keep it. If it is
catching, tell me where you will be,
and I will not be there.
Those slave traders were
consumed with "custom and
avarice." Paul, writing to Timothy,
said in 1 Timothy 6:10, "For the love
of money is the root of all evil."
If need be, some are willing to
forsake the Church of God to go
after money. You may not agree
with me, but if you leave the church
for money, or for a better job,
you are leaving for the wrong reason. You may prosper financially,
but you will deteriorate spiritually.
You might ask, "What about going
away to college?" Most likely, there
are colleges in close proximity to
your home congregation. Every
decision that you make ought to be
contingent upon your soul's welfare.
If you leave a thriving Church of
God congregation, the road will lead
you down, down, down. I have
lived long enough to have seen
much.
"Beware of Covetousness"
Solomon said in Proverbs 15:27,
"He that is greedy of gain troubleth
his own house." As my children
were growing up, they did not
always have the finest of things.
When I first began to pastor, we
really struggled. My wife often
bought things for the children from
yard sales, Goodwill, and Salvation
Army. I thank the Lord that He

helped us. Money was not a big
thing for us. Building up a Church of
God congregation in this day and
age is the most difficult job there is.
Without God one just cannot do it.
He would be fighting a losing battle.
The first Sunday that I preached,
we had seventeen people, and we
built up the congregation to more
than one hundred people, and then
we lost some. Thank God, the congregation has grown to more than
one hundred again. God is working.
To God be the glory, great things He
hath done! It pays to serve Jesus.
You should never cut corners in any
way; it does not pay. You should go
all the way with God, and He will go
all the way with you. He will reciprocate. If you give 100 percent, He
will match it.
We read in Ecclesiastes 5:10, "He
that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth
abundance with increase: this is also
vanity." I know people who have
gone after the almighty dollar and
have lost their children. Many of
them have ended up in divorce
court. I repeat, it pays to serve Jesus.
Ecclesiastes 5:10 from The Living
Bible says, "He who loves money
shall never have enough. The foolishness of thinking that wealth
brings happiness!" Jesus said in Luke
12:15, "Take heed, and beware of
covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth." The
Word of God should be number one
on your list of priorities.
The fulfillment and the enjoyment of your life is contingent upon
your relationship with God. If God is
pleased with you, you will be very
contented and satisfied. I sometimes
go outside in the backyard and sit on
the bench and look up at the stars
and say, "O God, it is so good to
know You." Oh, how wonderful it is
to have an impeccable life and a
godly witness, free from sin, free
from animosity toward anyone,
loving everyone, even our enemies.
You may ask, "Do you have
enemies?" Absolutely. I have a teacher friend to whom I used to be very

close. Both of us professed to be
Christians, but he kept after me to
go to the Baptist Church.
I said, "Thanks, but no thanks."
Every time they had a special
service he would say, "Dave, I want
you to come to the Baptist Church."
I said, "No, I am satisfied with
the Church of God, and you do not
have anything that I want. You
argue with me about living without
sin, and the Church of God lives
without sin. If you do not live
without sin, your religion is no
good."
Religion Without God
Going back to the film, once
those black slaves were in America,
they were prepared for the auction
block, where they were sold to the
highest bidders. One black boy was
beaten all over his body, and he was
covered with gashes and cuts and
bruises, so they treated all his
wounds with a disinfectant, and he
was writhing in pain. Next, they got
black tar and painted all those
wounds so they could not be seen as
well.
Religion without God is brutal
and vicious. When the Apostle Paul
said in 1 Corinthians 15:32, "I have
fought with beasts at Ephesus," he
was speaking of men, not cougars or
lions or tigers. Dear one, the worst
enemies of the Church of God are
religious professors. In my community the out-and-out sinners really
appreciate the church, but the religious professors throw darts. Jesus
had His greatest problem with
religious professors.
Mark it down, if you are
working for the Lord, the devil is
working hard to get you. You must
really discipline yourself, and the
more you discipline yourself, the
closer you will walk with God. I am
speaking from first-hand experience.
It takes much self-discipline to walk
the strait and narrow way, but it is
worth it. It is worth it to be able to
pillow your head at night and say,
"O God, to think where I might be if
it were not for You."

As Christians, God has sent us
into the world to minister to the sick,
the suffering, the dying, and the
needy. Did not Jesus say He was
sent to minister to the sick? He was
sent to go where people needed
Him. The greatest joy in life is to
speak to someone who is inquiring
about the Lord or the church. There
is no thrill like the thrill of working
with a thirsty soul. Your inner being
is thrilled when you have an opportunity to work with someone who
wants to know about God.
Jesus was defending His
ministry in bringing out the parables
of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and
the lost son, as recorded in Luke,
Chapter 15. I believe every one of us
was as each of these. How were we
like lost sheep? Isaiah said in Isaiah
53:6, "All we like sheep have gone
astray." At one time or another, we
turned to our own selfish ways, and
we needed a shepherd. Often I tell
God how much I need Him. I say,
"God, I am so weak and so dependent upon You. Please, help me today. I don't want to stumble and
fall. I need You." We each need a
shepherd; all sheep need a
shepherd.
Every one of us was as the lost
coin. We were engraved with the
image of God, but somewhere along
the line, we were lost. Then God
saved us, shined us up and put us
back into circulation where we are
useful to Him. A coin is useless if it
is out of circulation.
Divine Compassion
We all were as the prodigal son
who wandered away from home. I
tell the young people in my congregation, "You need to live for God,
otherwise you are wasting what
God has given you. Young person,
you ought to stay with the Church
of God. There is nothing out in the
world but heartache, disappointments, grief, and sorrow." The
prodigal found this to be true when
he wasted his life and began to be in
want. What did he do? Luke 15:20
tells us, "And he arose, and came to

his father. But when he was yet a
great way off, his father saw him,
and had compassion, and ran, and
fell on his neck, and kissed him."
This third parable was an
example of the divine compassion of
God. The prodigal son misused,
mistreated, and dragged his father's
name in the dirt. He had wasted his
substance with harlots. What was his
father's response? His father saw
him and had compassion. The father
was so happy to have him back that
he ran and fell on his neck and
kissed him. God's compassion is
illustrated in the love and mercy of
the prodigal's father toward his son.
We are serving a compassionate
God.
If you are a prodigal, remember,
you can return to a compassionate
God. His mercy is boundless. Jeremiah wrote in Lamentations 3:22-23:
"It is of the LORD'S mercies that we
are not consumed, because his
compassions fail not. They are new
every morning: great is thy faithfulness."
A young man with whom I grew
up got far away from God. He eventually got married, but he left his
wife and children. Years later, I was
teaching at a junior high school.
When it was time for spring vacation, Brother E. A. Wilson asked my
wife and me to go with him to a
camp meeting. I said, "Brother
Wilson, I know beyond a shadow of
doubt that God is laying a burden on
my heart to drive out west to work
with a man with whom I grew up.
He is far away from God."
My wife and I, our little baby,
and my mother drove out to see my
friend. I tried to persuade him to
turn his life around, but the time
came when I felt it necessary to go
back home. As we were on the way
back home, God said, "Go back and
read the story of Abraham and Lot
to him." (The Bible says that while
Lot lingered, the angels came and
took him by the hand and led him
out of the city.) I thought, "This is
Saturday morning. I have to teach
school in Ohio on Monday morning.
The principal may fire me." God
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said, "Go back and read the
Scripture to him."
I drove back seventy-seven
miles to where he was that morning.
He was out feeding his cattle. He
said what he wanted most in life
was to have a ranch and cattle. His
father, who was a dear saint, died
and left him a beautiful ranch by the
river and all his cattle. He said, "This
is what I have wanted all my life,
and now I have it," but he had lost
God out of his heart.
I said, "God told me to come
back here and read some Scriptures
to you." I read to him, and the
presence of God came in so strongly.
I said, "Is God speaking to you?"
He said, "Yes."
I did not know why, but I felt
such a sense of urgency and said,
"You must get saved."
He said, "I will go with you. I
have to take care of some things on
the ranch and with my job, but I will
be on the noon train tomorrow."
Sure enough, he was on that train.
After arriving in Ohio, we took
him to a revival, where he was
gloriously saved. He left his ranch
and all his cattle and moved to Oregon when we moved there. His
home had been wrecked, but God
put it back together. He was remarried to his wife. He said, "I have
never been happier in my life." A
year and a half later, he died of a
heart attack in his sleep. We are
serving a divine God who still
works in the lives of men and women.
Reaching Out to Others
How much divine compassion
do you have? According to Webster's
Dictionary, the word compassion
means, "a deep feeling of sharing the
suffering of another; the inclination
to give aid or support; to show
mercy." In the Bible you can read
about the Good Samaritan who had
compassion upon his fellowman.
Many times the Scriptures speak of
Jesus looking upon the people with
compassion. As you go around your
surrounding community, how much
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compassion do you have when you
look upon the people? Is there something within you that compels you
to do something for them? Shouldn't
there be? God is working through
the church. It is our responsibility to
help the needy, the lost, the sick, and
the dying. It is our responsibility to
have divine compassion upon
others.
Years ago, when we were
worshiping in a little, old, country
church out of town, a neighbor had
emphysema. He was a heavy
smoker. I went to his home and
worked with him. He was saved and
started attending church. Not long
after that, as he was getting out of
his pickup, he collapsed and died,
and I had his funeral.
While teaching high school, a
lady who was way up in years
called the school and said, "Will you
ask Mr. Stegmeier to please come
and see me? I am in the hospital." I
went in after hours, but I walked up
to her bedside, and called her name.
She said, "Oh, Mr. Stegmeier, I
had to see you one more time. I need
prayer."
Dear one, may God help us to
realize that we are saved to tell others about Christ. We are saved to
win the lost. That is the reason we
are here. You may ask, "Brother
Stegmeier, what do you do for
enjoyment?" Visiting hospitals, prisons, and orphanages is the joy of my
life. Do I ever go on vacation? Yes, I
go to God's Acres to attend revivals
and camp meetings.
Psalm 126:5-6 says: "They that
sow in tears shall reap in joy. He
that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him."
When was the last time you wept
over a soul? Do you suppose if there
would be more weeping, there
would be more rejoicing? More sowing brings more reaping. As saints of
God, each of us should be more
involved in the harvest of souls.
Some plow the field, some sow the
seed, and others reap the grain.
Someone said this is the formula for

a harvest: going, weeping, sowing,
and reaping. May God help us. How
much divine compassion do you
have?
When Jesus wept over Jerusalem, He wept over the spiritual
condition of those people. Peter said
in 1 Peter 3:8, "Finally, be ye all of
one mind, having compassion one of
another, love as brethren, be pitiful,
be courteous." You ought to ask God
to examine you to see if you are
short in compassion, and then ask
God for a little more. In Matthew
25:40 Jesus said, "And the King shall
answer and say unto them, Verily I
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto
me." Everything that we do for
others we are doing for God.
The Bible speaks of some things
that are not really satisfied, and one
of them is the barren womb. Church,
we ought to be bringing forth new
converts on a regular basis. We sing
a beautiful song that says, "Make me
a vessel of mercy, Father, make me a
vessel that's true. Fill me with love and
compassion, and fashion my heart to be
a vessel worthy of You."
How is your compassion? Do
you really have a heart that reaches
out to the fallen? You ought to have.
First John 3:17 says, "But whoso hath
this world's good, and seeth his
brother have need, and shutteth up
his bowels of compassion from him,
how dwelleth the love of God in
him?" You ought to have divine love
within your heart, and that love
ought to be reaching out and working with some individual. Every
child of God can be a soul winner.
When you come in contact with
people, you should look for an
opportunity to talk to them about
their greatest need, and their greatest
need is Jesus Christ. Your prayer
ought to be, "God, help me. Make
me a vessel of mercy. Fill my heart
with Your compassion so that I can
reach out and work with the lost, the
needy, and the dying."
(Cassette C-5366E)

Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 2:3, "Thou therefore endure
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." This verse of
Scripture text gives us some very necessary, very useful
advice on this topic. It bids us remember that it is not an
easy thing to be a Christian. It bids us remember that to
be a soldier of the Cross requires effort and self-denial
and constant endurance. "Thou therefore endure hardness," or as it might be paraphrased, "Thou therefore
take thy share of suffering, take thy portion of hardship,
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ."
In thinking of those who have endured hardship for
the cause of Christ, one's mind naturally goes to the
many missionary heroes.
Willie R. Hotchkiss, missionary to Africa, endured
much for his Master. He began his work with companions as eager as himself. One by one, they succumbed to
the terrible climate. Three he buried, and the others he
took to the coast and sent home. Then he turned back,
alone in the midst of hundreds of men who had never
heard the name of God. Again and again, he tramped the
blistered plains with his tongue so swollen he could not
speak. Thirty times he was stricken by fever, with no one
to care for him. Three times he was attacked by ferocious
lions and narrowly escaped death. Several times he was
attacked by rhinoceroses. A number of times he was
ambushed by hostile natives. For fourteen months he
never saw a piece of bread, and numbers of times had to
eat anything from ants to rhinoceroses to keep alive.
These hardships he counted as nothing, however. He
said: "I know the great joy of walking with Jesus Christ
in the midst of all this. I stand ready at this moment to
go through it all again for the joy I have had of flashing
the word 'Savior' into the darkness of a great tribe! Is it
God's will? That makes the wilderness a garden; that
makes the desert glow with the very presence of God!"

Miss Shattuck was a young American woman who
went to the Armenians as a missionary. Although
threatened with tuberculosis, she was consumed with
eagerness to work for God in foreign lands. Although
warned to guard her strength, she quickly undertook
work enough for two or three strong men. During the
Armenian massacres in the nineties, she was foremost in
the work of relief, and without seeking fame became
famous. At Urfa she established a great orphanage and
industrial school. Today there are hundreds of men and
women who think of her as a mother. During all her
years in Armenia, she always lived on native food and
slept on a native pallet. Night and day she busied herself
in devising ways to feed, clothe, teach, and Christianize
the people among whom she lived. She was cautioned
again and again to guard her health, but she felt she
could take little thought for her own comfort and ease
when those around her were in such desperate need.
Knowing her days were limited, she gave of the best of
her strength to her Master and the people she loved.
When Allan Gardiner heard of the disagreeable
climate of Tierra del Fuego and the ferocity of the natives
there, he longed to carry the Gospel to them because he
feared the situation was such that no other missionary
was likely to choose the island as a field of labor. So in
1850, after many discouragements and reverses, he set
sail for the island, accompanied by six other men, one of
them being Richard Williams, a surgeon. They found the
natives as reported—exceedingly ferocious and degraded in the extreme. Although the missionaries
labored hard with hearts full of love to help and convert
them, their efforts brought only persecution. The nine
months that followed arrival on the island were filled
with privation and suffering for the heroic little band.
[continued on page 27]
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The Wicket Gate

Reuben Rayner was a young
orphan lad who was sometimes
employed to take care of Farmer
Aswell's flock when his shepherd
had other work to do on the farm.
This was a way in which the boy
could honestly earn a little money,
and so help to gain his own living.
Reuben was of a very reflecting
mind, and many a thought would
come into the orphan's brain as he
sat on the long grass under the
ledge, with the flock quietly nibbling
around him, no sound heard but the
tinkling of the sheep bell or the hum
of a bee on the wing.
There was a railway at no great
distance, and now and then there
would come a rattling, rolling noise,
and then a roar, as a train rushed by;
but the flock was accustomed to this,
and the sheep scarcely raised their
heads from the daisied meadow on
which they were grazing to listen.
Along the line of railway stretched
telegraph wires; Reuben could just
see them above the thick hedge
which shut out the railway from
view. These wires were always a
subject of wonder to the boy, who
could not make out how messages
could possibly be sent along them.
Here have I been sitting watching these lines for hours, thought
Reuben one morning, and I've heard
that messages by scores are being
passed backward and forward along
them every day, and yet nothing can
I see. Now and then a bird perches
on the wires, but of letters or words
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there is neither sound nor sight! It is
hard—very hard—to understand!
Reuben raised his eyes as he spoke
far higher than the telegraph wires,
right up into the blue sky flecked
with many a cloud, like fleecy flocks
above him. It's more wonderful still,
thought the boy, how our
prayers—even prayers not spoken
aloud—can pass up, up, beyond
those clouds, and reach the Lord
God in Heaven, as my dear mother
used to tell us that they do!
It seems so strange that the great
God should care to listen to what a
poor boy like me can say! And yet
there is His promise for it, "Ask, and
it shall be given you. Seek, and ye
shall find. Knock, and it shall be
opened unto you." What can that
word about knocking mean? Ah! It
reminds one of the knocking at the
Wicket Gate in the Pilgrim's Progress.
Christian came to the gate, that must
mean coming to the Lord; Christian
knocked at the gate, that must mean
praying to the Lord. Have I ever
come to the Wicket Gate, have I ever
really knocked?
It would be well if all, young
and old, would in some quiet hour
ask their own hearts such a question.
We cannot even begin to walk on
the strait, narrow path which leads
to Heaven without coming to the
Lord by faith; and then our first
earnest prayer is the knock of Christian. I wonder if one is knocking at
the gate when asking just for anything one wants—earthly things, I

mean, said Reuben to himself, with
his eyes still raised to the clouds
above him.
Now, I want very much to get a
place at Squire Elphin's, and help to
look after his horses; I should like
that kind of life so much better than
this. I want regular work, and regular wages, and plenty of food, and
not to have Aunt Poulter twitting
me and my poor little sister with
being burdens on her. She calls us
useless mouths and goes nagging at
us as if we were lazy, when we're
ready enough, I'm sure, to do anything that we can. If I could get the
place at Squire Elphin's, I should
soon earn enough to keep both
myself and poor Grace.
I've sometimes thought of going
right up to the Hall and asking to
speak with the squire himself, for I
know he's looking out for a handy
boy. But somehow or other, I'm
afraid to go; he'd think it so bold in
a poor boy like me. Reuben shook
his head at the idea of venturing
upon such an errand. But I can ask
the Lord to help me to get the place,
if it be really good for me; and I
need not be afraid that He will be
angry at my boldness. I can tell Him
of things that I could not even tell to
my sister! God, Who has all the
world to care for, is yet never too
busy to attend; and though He is
King of kings, He does not scorn a
poor cottage boy.
Reuben felt that it would be a
comfort to him to pray at once to the

Lord. The spot where he was
appeared very quiet, being quite
shut out from the railway and the
meadow between by a very thick
hedge. Into that retired corner of the
field seldom anyone ever came but
Reuben himself. The place was a
great deal more private to pray in
than Aunt Poulter's cottage, in
which Reuben had not a corner to
himself, for he even slept in the
kitchen. To kneel on the grass, close
under the hedge, with nothing but
the soft blue sky and pure clouds
above, was almost like being in
church—at least so it seemed to Reuben.
Wherever a Christian earnestly
lifts up his heart in real prayer, there
is the Wicket Gate. Reuben clasped
his hands, and sure that no one on
earth could hear him, in the earnestness of his soul he prayed aloud, "O
Lord! if it be good for me, let me
have the place which I wish so
much!" Reuben had not time to add
that which should end every
prayer—"for the sake of thy dear
Son"—when he was startled by the
sound of a very loud laugh at the
other side of the hedge.
"Ha, ha, ha! there's a saint for
you! Ho, ho, ho! he'll be preaching
next in his smock frock, with the
sheep for his hearers! He, he, he."
Reuben knew the coarse voice of
Dathan Whittle, the blacksmith's
son, and the moment that he heard
it, he sprang up from his knees,
looking as awkward at being caught
in the act of praying as he might
have been had he been found in that
of stealing.
Dathan had been silently gliding
along, at the other side of the thick
hedge, searching for nest, so quietly
that Reuben had not heard his approach. There was a gap in the
hedge not far off, and the clumsy
figure of Dathan, in his old velveteen jacket and wide awake, was
soon seen pushing through the
branches and brambles, and then
jumping over the dry ditch.
"What was that you was praying
for?—a place? That's the right place
for you, my fine fellow!" And

Dathan, who was half as large again,
and twice as strong as Reuben,
kicked the shepherd boy into the
ditch. "You'll not be such an idiot as
to pray again, as if you thought that
you could get anything by it!"
laughed Dathan, as he watched Reuben scrambling out of the ditch. As
soon as the boy, with his jacket torn,
his face scratched, bruised, and half
covered with mud, had got on the
grass, Dathan gave a sudden whoop
and halloo, and dashed at the sheep,
highly amused to see them scampering off in a fright.
Happily for Reuben that Dathan
had some mischief to do elsewhere,
and did not remain long in the field
either to jeer at him or to give chase
to his sheep. After flinging a stone at
Reuben—a stone which very nearly
hit him on the head—as a parting
salute, Dathan turned on his heel
and went off through the same gap
in the hedge as that through which
he had forced his way before.
Perhaps, said the boy to himself,
the day may come when Dathan
may find that the idiot is not as he
who prays, but he who mocks at
prayer.
On the evening of the same day,
as Reuben sat in his aunt's kitchen,
eating some dry crusts for his supper, and bitterly feeling that even
these were grudgingly given to him,
there was a tap at the cottage door,
and it was opened by Blackburn,
one of the railway men, who said,
"Mrs. Poulter, can you spare that
boy of yours to take this telegram up
to Lylow Lodge? He'll get a sixpence
from Mr. Diggins for his pains."
Reuben eagerly started from his
seat, and stuffed what remained of
his crust into his pocket, for he had
too scanty a supply of food to waste
any of it. Mrs. Poulter merely looked
up and observed, "When the boy's
sent on errands after dark, Mr.
Diggins, if he is a gentleman, will
make the sixpence a shilling."
"Shall I have to wait for an
answer?" asked the boy.
"You'd
better,"
replied
Blackburn; "though that paper
holds, I take it, a reply to a telegram

which Mr. Diggins sent this afternoon to London."
"This afternoon!" repeated
Reuben to himself, as he took down
his cap from its peg, and left the
cottage with the paper in his hand.
Only a few hours have passed, and
here comes an answer to a message
sent in some strange way along
those very lines that I have been
watching. No one saw, no one heard
it pass; but it reached the place it
was sent to, and here is the reply!
Has not my little prayer reached
Heaven even more quickly? and
may not I look for an answer?
The night was closing in darkly,
for there were many clouds, and no
moon. Before Reuben had reached
Lylow Lodge, he could scarcely see
two yards before him; but this
mattered little, as he knew every
step of his way. His reflecting mind
was full of thought, as he walked
along the dark road bordered by
hedges, on which he could not
distinguish a leaf or a twig.
I cannot see Lylow Lodge,
thought Reuben, but I know that it is
there to the left, and I'm sure that
I'm on the right road to the place.
Perhaps that's something like what
we hear of in church as faith. We
can't see our way to Heaven—and
we can't see how prayer reaches
God, or how he can make everything turn out at last for our
good—we go on, as it were, in the
dark; but we know that there is a
hearing God, and a Heaven for those
who love Him, for the Bible teaches
us the way to both. Ah! There's a
little light gleaming before me; that
must be from Lylow Lodge.
The lodge was reached, the
telegram given in; Reuben received
the sixpence which he had earned,
and set out on his homeward way.
The road skirted the park of Mr.
Elphin. The ground, which was very
low near the Lodge, gently rose
almost all the way to Mrs. Poulter's
cottage. Instead of the distant sound
of waves, which he left behind him,
Reuben now heard the rustle of the
wind in the creaking branches of the
trees.
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Reuben had never been within
Elphin Park, not that its oak fence
was high enough to keep out an
active boy, nor that he had not
longed to ramble in the only woods
near, the only place where squirrels
might be seen springing from tree to
tree, or a whirring partridge rising
on the wing. But Mr. Elphin was not
one to suffer trespassers on his preserves. Reuben had often read the
warning nailed to a tree: BEWARE
OF STEEL TRAPS AND SPRING
GUNS. Little mercy was likely to be
shown to anyone trespassing in Elphin Park, especially after nightfall.
Hark! exclaimed Reuben, suddenly
stopping to listen as he was slowly
ascending a steeper part of the road;
surely I heard something in the
woods back there! It's not the rush of
the wind; it's not the creaking of the
branches. There again; I'm sure I
heard it! It's the voice of someone in
distress!
Reuben was a kind-hearted boy;
he could not pass on with the moan
of pain or terror sounding in his
ears. He had never before trespassed
in Squire Elphin's grounds, but now,
quite forgetting steel traps and
spring guns, and the difficulty of
finding his way through the woods
at night, Reuben scrambled up the
bank and over the paling, and was
in the park in a minute.
He had nothing to guide him
but the sound of distress, and groping his way between trunks of trees,
through bramble and thicket, he

kept as straight a course as he could
in the darkness. Pausing again to
listen, Reuben heard distinctly the
words, uttered in a tone of agony,
"O God! have pity upon me!" It was
a prayer from lips little used to praying. Reuben knew the voice of
Dathan Whittle.
"Dathan, what's the matter? It's
I—it's Reuben!" exclaimed young
Rayner, as he pushed forward toward the spot whence the cry
proceeded.
"O Reuben! for mercy's sake run
to my father's; tell him to come
quick—quick—and bring his tools!
I'm caught in a trap; I can't get out;
the iron is biting into my flesh!" the
sentence ended in a groan.
"Can I not set you free?"
exclaimed Reuben.
"No, no; you have not the
strength. Run, run for my father—
every minute adds to my torment; I
can't bear it much longer. I so feared
that no one would come to help me!"
And so, when he believed that
no one else would hear him, thought
Reuben, he began crying to God! He
mocked and jeered me for thinking
that I could get anything by praying,
but when his hour of trouble came,
even he felt that there is One above
Who can hear and may help. But if
we never pray to the Lord in time of
sunshine, can we expect that He will
answer us in time of darkness?
Reuben, with some trouble,
regained the road, and set off at full
speed for Whittle the blacksmith's

home. The moon was now rising, so
the boy was easily able to find his
way along a road which he knew so
well. Panting, he arrived at the
blacksmith's, where he found Whittle and his wife at supper. Reuben
told them the story of Dathan's distress as well as his breathlessness
would let him, and ended by begging the blacksmith to come as fast
as possible to get his son out of the
trap.
"Ay, ay; I'll come," said the man
surlily; "but I'll give him such a
thrashing as he never had in his life
for ever getting into it. I'm obliged to
you, Reuben Rayner, and here's a
shilling for your night's work."
Reuben had the shilling and
Dathan the thrashing, for Whittle
was a man of his word.
A few days afterward Reuben
got the place at Squire Elphin's, and
lived in it many years, till he gradually rose to be the head man and
confidential servant. If with Reuben,
as with Joseph in the Bible, God
made everything seem to prosper, it
was because in everything Reuben
Rayner looked to God. Not only
every morning and evening, but
whenever sorrow tried or difficulty
perplexed him. Reuben turned to the
Lord for counsel and help. He
knocked at the Wicket Gate by prayer.
Selected

"For the eyes of the L ORD run to and fro throughout
the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf
of them whose heart is perfect toward him."
2 Chronicles 16:9
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Psalm 133:1 Behold, how good and
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!
2 It is like the precious ointment

upon the head, that ran down upon the
beard, even Aaron's beard: that went
down to the skirts of his garments;
3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the

dew that descended upon the mountains
of Zion: for there the LORD commanded
the blessing, even life for evermore.

Brother David Watson
The Blessings of God's Unity
With His People
This is a beautiful picture that
David presented. God's people have
been prepared by the Lord to have a
common blessing of unity that we
can obtain no other way except
through the Lord. Family and
friends are precious, and we enjoy
them and love them so dearly, but
we who are truly saved can enjoy
the blessings of God's unity with His
people. As God's people, we enjoy a
closer relationship than we can have
with our own families.
David was giving a picture of
the twelve tribes of Israel standing
together before Aaron in the yard of
the tabernacle to worship God. It
depicts the ministry today, standing
in the center of God's people with
that same refreshing anointing for

God's people as they gather around.
David was trying to portray that the
true anointing of God is where unity
is. People cannot have unity by
doing good works, by being friendly, or by getting acquainted with one
another. We need these things, but
true unity is attained through the
anointing of God. You see, whenever we are saved by the grace of
God, the Holy Spirit and the anointing of the Lord rest within our bosoms. As David said, the refreshment
of it is like the dew that comes down
upon the mountain.
The dew does something good.
It refreshes and renews. The dew
waters the plants by its visitation.
Likewise, the Holy Spirit of God
refreshes and draws us to one
another and causes us to share that
divine love from God for one another. Under the anointing of Jesus

Christ, it is as David spoke of when
he said the precious ointment was
poured upon the head of Aaron and
ran down upon his beard and down
to the skirts of his garment. When
God anoints His people, there is a
divine touch from the top of the
head to the soles of the feet. God fills
His people with a love that the
world does not have.
I want to speak to you about this
love and unity and point out some
things that should bless you. In 2
Peter 3:1 Peter wrote, "I stir up your
pure minds by way of remembrance." Once in a while, we need to
have our minds stirred to remind us
of what God has done for us in the
family of God. Sometimes the devil
would like for us to forget what God
has done. Friend, the devil will rock
you to sleep if you are not careful to
protect what you have with your
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brothers and sisters in Christ. I
thank God for what He has given
me in the family of God.
In the Book of Ephesians the
Apostle Paul presented some important details concerning the message
of unity. He brought it down to the
very anointing that God puts upon
His people. Ephesians 4:1 reads, "I
therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,
beseech [or beg] you that ye walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called." If you expect to have
fellowship within the household of
faith, first of all, you must have God.
You must walk with God and with
His people, and you must walk
worthily of your calling.
The beginning of unity in God's
family comes about as each saint has
God helping him or her. Some people want to be a part of the church,
yet they will not walk uprightly.
That will not bring true unity. True
unity is when Heaven is in support
of your walk with God because you
are walking worthily of His blessings; that brings unity and causes us
to embrace one another in divine
love.
Forbearance and Long-Suffering
After Paul was converted and
went to Jerusalem, the disciples
were slow to give him the right
hand of fellowship because they
were afraid of him. You see, Paul
had persecuted and wasted the
Church of God. Therefore, Barnabas
took Paul to the Apostles and
explained to them what God had
done for him and told them how
Paul had preached boldly in the
name of Jesus; then they accepted
him.
Paul said you must walk
worthily of the vocation of your
calling. He said in verse 2, "With all
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in
love." These graces that God bestows upon His people bind our
hearts in unity.
Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30:
"Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give
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you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light." Jesus
was meek and lowly, and we must
strive to be like our Savior. We must
possess that same lowliness and
meekness. Saint, we should not go to
church and sit as though we are
better than others. Also, we must be
humble toward one another.
I thank God for the Church of
God, because in the church there are
no big I's and little you's. The door
of the church is open so that all may
come in, and the Father loves us all.
God wants His people to be lowly,
meek, and gentle with one another.
A brother said that he did not
really realize what meekness meant
until he read a book about how wild
horses are captured and tamed. He
said they take a donkey to the desert
where the wild horses are, and when
they catch a horse, they rope the
horse and the donkey together and
leave them in the field; then about
three days later, the donkey will
bring the horse into the barn. The
donkey may get skinned up and
bruised, but he gets the horse home.
As Christians, we ought to forbear
and suffer with one another. We
might get skinned and have to suffer, but that is working toward
unity.
Whenever someone offends you
or hurts your feelings, you should
not go home in anger or climb up a
miff tree. That shows a lack of grace
in your heart. I do not believe that
God can use a pouting Christian. It
is needful to forbear and to be longsuffering. Now, suffering is not just
overnight. You may suffer today,
but you must hope that tomorrow
will be a better day. We all hope
that, do we not? Nevertheless, day
after day the same problem may
linger, but if you show real love to
that brother or sister and hang in
there, praying and seeking God's
face, the wall will come down, and
the things that are wrong will be
made right and you can have peace
and unity one with another.

The Bond of Peace
We should not be willing to give
up and let the devil run over us.
We are to be forbearing and longsuffering just as a good, godly mother. We all know that a mother knows
the heartbeat of her child. A godly
mother is the first person to kneel in
prayer when her child is in trouble.
She is the last one to go to sleep at
night when a child is sick or in trouble. She will pray fervently, and do
everything she can to help her child.
As long as that child suffers, the
mother will suffer. She will do whatever it takes to save that child if she
is a loving mother.
I want to say on that point that
the church is a mother. She is the
New Jerusalem coming down from
God out of Heaven. In Galatians 4:26
we read, "But Jerusalem which is
above is free, which is the mother of
us all." Church, when someone is in
trouble and suffering, we ought to
forbear with that person and not
give up. We ought to stay together
and fight the battle to the end. God
would have us to do so as the family
of God.
In Ephesians 4:3 the Apostle
Paul wrote, "Endeavoring to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace." As the church, our bond
together must be genuine so that
the Holy Spirit can always have His
right of way. I have been in services
where the Spirit had a hard time
trying to work. The preacher can
tell when people are resisting the
Spirit of God; he can feel the strain.
It should not be that way. Every
person should be interested in going
to Heaven, but one cannot go to
Heaven if he is giving God trouble.
We have to do right to God and
our fellowman. The only way that
you can go to Heaven is to go the
way that God has ordained for you
to go. Therefore, you need to walk in
the Spirit and do the will of God so
the Spirit is free to work as He
pleases.
Jesus said in John 8:32, "Ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free." Paul said in 2 Corin-

thians 3:17, ". . . where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty." When
the Holy Spirit is in the midst, He
gives liberty. When He does not
have liberty and is bound, we need
to search for whatever is wrong. I do
not believe that any of us would
want to go to a congregation where
it appears that they are holding the
Lord's funeral. People who love God
ought to allow the Holy Spirit to
have the liberty to do as God wants
Him to do.
Hindrances to Unity
I want you to consider some
hindrances to unity, such as malice,
jealousy, whispering, backbiting,
division, fault finding, envy, and
holding a "big I and little you" kind
of attitude. You may want to find
fault, but if we all come together and
our bond is fixed, the Spirit of God
can do marvelous works. In order
for the Spirit of God to work, 1 Peter
2:1-2 instructs: "Wherefore laying
aside all malice, and all guile, and
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings, As newborn babes, desire
the sincere milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby."
We must have the bond of peace
so the Spirit of the Lord can work.
There is only one body. The body is
the church, and it has many members. First Corinthians 12:18 states,
"But now hath God set the members
every one of them in the body as it
hath pleased Him." Verse 20 says,
"But now are they many members,
yet but one body." Had I made my
physical body, I might have put the
hand where the foot ought to be,
and that would have been a badlooking body. However, God made
the church, the one true body, as He
wanted it to be. Since there is only
one church, thank God, I know
which one is right. I do not have to
guess. The Holy Spirit has shown
me the great Church of God, the one
body.
Every member is placed in the
body through the anointing of the
Holy Spirit. Child of God, you were
made alive by the new birth. The

blood of Jesus Christ cleansed you,
and then God set you in the body as
it pleased Him. If God sets you in
the body, there is no need for anyone to dispute with you and say that
you do not belong. You belong in
the body wherever God sets you.
Before a mother has a child, she
will purchase the things needed to
prepare a nice place for that newborn babe. She labors to make
everything pleasant for the baby.
When the child is born, he or she
may not look pleasing to others, but
as far as the mother is concerned, the
child is beautiful. That is the way it
is in the church. A newborn babe in
Christ is beautiful because the Lord
has made that person a beautiful
vessel and a member of God's
church.
Sometimes a person may look at
another and say to himself, "I don't
like him. I just don't like the way he
looks." I learned a good lesson years
ago when I was working in sales. I
learned that you cannot sell products only to people that you like. In
order to make money, you have to
sell to those whom you may not like.
I learned that just because a person
had a personality that displeased
me, I could not afford to allow that
to prevent a sale.
Jesus said something to this
effect in Matthew 5:47 when He
stated, "And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so?"
You may say, "Well, he is friendly
with me, so I will be friendly with
him." Shame on you! Divine love
goes further than that. To have unity
you must love others regardless of
their personalities.
A Common Bond
Again, Paul said in Ephesians
4:4, "There is one body and one
Spirit." Paul was talking about the
true Spirit. There are many spirits;
therefore, John 4:1 admonishes, "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but
try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets
are gone out into the world." Some-

times you may become confused
because spirits move on you, and
you may even feel compassion. This
is no sign that spirit is the Spirit of
God. I have seen people cry because
others were crying. At funerals I
have seen people shed tears of
compassion for the bereaved.
The Apostle Paul said in
Ephesians 4:4, "There is one body,
and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling." This
should bond God's people together,
because we all are laboring for a
common cause. Whatever task you
are called to do, there is only one
hope at the end of your calling, and
that is Jesus and Heaven. You may
be called to teach or to preach or you
might have another gift in the body
of Christ. However, at the end of life,
all that matters is what you did for
Jesus Christ. The only hope in serving God is the hope of gaining entrance into Heaven. Therefore, we
should serve God and bless one another for the glory of God. I thank
God for this blessed hope!
I am glad that the ownership of
the church belongs to God. If you are
renting a house or an apartment, you
have a landlord, and the landlord
owns that property. Do you realize
that you and I are owned by God?
We are bought with a price, and He
is our Lord. Jesus said in Matthew
7:21, "Not every one that saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven." If Jesus is your Lord and
if He is my Lord, then we have a
common bond that binds us
together.
The Apostle Paul continued in
Ephesians 4:5, "One Lord, one faith,
one baptism." There is only one
way to believe. In the day in which
we are living some people ask,
"What faith are you?" Friend, there
is only one faith. Since there is only
one faith, there is only one way
to believe: that is to believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God and that He
came to earth and was crucified for
our sins. He was buried, and then
He was resurrected from the grave.
19

Now He sits at the right hand of the
Father, and He is Lord.
One Faith and One Baptism
We must have our faith
anchored in Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. Faith is required to obtain salvation, and it provides us with all
the blessings that God has prepared
for us. We need not ask every man
or woman, "What faith are you?"
Paul said there is only one faith.
Now, I realize that doctrines and
teachings are what they are asking
about. We should not attend any
place where they do not teach the
oneness of Jesus. One should not
encourage wrong spirits of any kind.
We should seek unity. If all the people were to go to Heaven who say
they are going, it would be no better
than being here on the earth, because they would be fussing. The
way is strait and narrow, and it
takes one faith to find it. That one
faith will bring unity to all who are
saved and under the anointing of
Jesus Christ.
There is only one faith and one
baptism. Paul said in 1 Corinthians
12:13, "For by one Spirit are we all
baptized into one body, whether we
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit." The
Spirit of God puts you in the one
body, and it is by the baptism of the
Holy Ghost of God. You may ask,
"What is the water baptism?" According to Colossians 2:12-13, it is an
outward ordinance of the one faith
in the one body under the one baptism of Jesus Christ. We are baptized
in the body by the Spirit, and we are
obedient to the ordinance through
immersion into the water. Water
baptism represents the crucifixion
and the burial and the resurrection
of the new man. Praise the Lord! The
Bible does not say that we are to be
merely sprinkled.
Ephesians 4:6 states, "One God
and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all." God
is the Father of all. The Pope is not
our father. Jesus said in Matthew
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23:9, "And call no man your father
upon the earth: for one is your
Father, which is in heaven." In Ephesians 6:2 Paul said, "Honour thy
father and mother; which is the first
commandment with promise." This
Scripture refers to your fleshly family, but when it comes to the spiritual family, there is only one Father,
and that is God. If He is your God
and my God, then we are brothers in
the same family; that is unity.
We all sit at the same spiritual
table and eat the same spiritual food.
Since we all are in the same family,
we all can enjoy one another. I thank
God for my spiritual family! I love
the Church of God. When I am with
God's people, I feel at home when I
am away from my natural home. In
Matthew 19:29 Jesus said, "And
every one that hath forsaken houses,
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or
lands, for my name's sake, shall
receive an hundredfold, and shall
inherit everlasting life."
In the family of God we all have
the same Father. He is our spiritual
Father. He is Jesus' Father, and Jesus
did all that the Father wanted Him
to do. When we see divine love, we
see the attributes of the Father.
When we enjoy salvation, we are
enjoying the attributes of the Father.
This experience is real! It is not
something that someone has
dreamed up. It has been established
by the blood of the Son of God, and
He points us to the Father.
How to Attain and Keep Unity
We are bonded together as the
family of God. He is above all,
through all, and in us all. God has
designed ways to help us attain and
keep unity. Ephesians 4:11-13 reads:
"And he gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
For the perfecting of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ: Till
we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, unto the

measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christ." God's workers strive to
keep the saints together in unity.
God's true ministers are trying to
bind us together in the faith. Not
everyone who calls himself a minister is trying to keep the saints
together. Isaiah 52:8 reads, "Thy
watchmen shall lift up the voice;
with the voice together shall they
sing: for they shall see eye to eye,
when the LORD shall bring again
Zion." These prophets were not
appointed to cause division. The
Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians
12:25, "That there should be no
schism in the body; but that the
members should have the same care
one for another."
The Apostles looked back at the
Prophets and saw the message eye to
eye. They preached the same Christ.
Today people say, "I just don't see it
the way you do." If you get the Holy
Ghost, He will help you to see eye to
eye in this thing with Jesus Christ.
He will bring everyone together.
Jeremiah of old confirmed this
same message in Jeremiah 3:15
where he wrote, "And I will give you
pastors according to mine heart,
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding." If a man is
saved, he will preach according to
God's heart, and he will work to
bring people together in Jesus Christ,
unifying them in the things of God.
As Paul said in Ephesians 4:13, "Till
we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christ."
There is a measure, and when
the minister preaches, he must use
the measuring rod. When the evangelist preaches, he, too, must use the
measuring rod. The Prophets and
the Apostles also used the measuring
rod. What is it used for? It is used to
see that you fit as you ought in the
body of Christ. What is used to measure you? The Word of God is the
measuring rod.
Revelation, Chapter 11, speaks of
the measuring rod. The Word of God
will measure you when it is

preached in trueness and power. If
you measure to the Word of God, it
will bring you into unity with the
people of God. Let us have unity
and peace one with another.
The devil is working in any way
he can to try to bring division,
confusion, and hurt. That is not how
God works. Paul told the church at
Corinth in 1 Corinthians 14:33, "For
God is not the author of confusion,
but of peace, as in all churches of the

saints." Many people become
confused and say, "Well, I did that
because this and that is wrong." Two
wrongs do not make one wrong
right. Anytime there is division and
confusion, that is wrong. We all
need to let the Word of God measure us. You see, there is only one
line of Truth.
Isaiah 28:10 reads, "For precept
must be upon precept, precept upon
precept; line upon line, line upon

line; here a little, and there a little."
This thing started with God, and it
will end with God. It is the measuring line. In the Old Testament the
people had a measuring line to go
by when they were building the
temple, and we have a line to go by.
This line of Truth will unify us if we
all will measure to it.

[Guest Editorial—continued from page 2]

world. The multitudes do not want to
hear the Truth because it upsets their
beliefs and traditions. That was what
often got Jesus into trouble in His
day, and often it gets m en of God in
trouble yet today.
Spiritual growth never com es by
holding onto one's own way. Every
honest heart is truly interested in
growing into a m ore mature state of
holiness and perfection. Faithful men
and women are willing and ready to
lay aside anything the Lord reveals to
them that is of no value to their relationship with Him. Obedience to
God's W ord will result in a walk worthy of the Lord and brings pleasure
unto Him.
Another way that men and
wom en can grow spiritually is
through God's chastening. The Lord
loves each one and will, at times, send
stern correction whenever He deems
it necessary to help His children. The
chastening He sends is for our profit
and not for our harm. Hebrews 12:5-7

states: "M y son, despise not thou the
chastening of the Lord, nor faint
when thou are rebuked of him: For
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth. If ye endure chastening,
God dealeth with you as with sons;
for what son is he whom the father
chasteneth not?" Being corrected by
our loving Heavenly Father is never
joyous, but no m atter how grievous it
is, it will bring about blessed results.
Are you growing in grace and
walking worthy of the Lord as would
be pleasing to Him? Is your life bearing the fruit of righteousness? Are
you increasing in knowledge and in
His most holy way? God desires perfection in His people; but perfection
comes from a continual crucifying of
your ways, your ideas, and your will,
and from accepting His way and His
will.

that individual to hold steady and
allow the Lord to do His perfect
work. Fully yielding to God's will and
way produces greater stability in the
life of the one who is being pruned.
Resistance to the pruning will only
prolong the discomfort. People might
have been taught many ideas and
traditions regarding the W ord of God,
but these must be pruned and removed. It takes the straight, anointed
preaching of the Truth to uncover
false ideas, false teachings, and false
theories that have been allowed to
grow in the mind of an individual.
Jesus became deeply stirred at
religious people who rejected His
words as He tried to teach them the
true way. Christ's way will lead men
and women to peace, joy, happiness,
and a more abundant life. Unfortunately, too many prefer their own
way instead of seeking His. This
causes confusion in the minds of
many precious people in the religious

(Cassette C-5169E)

Selected

The Great "I AM"
As Christians, we need to remember that God is not known as the
great I WAS, but as the great I AM (see Exodus 3:14). The practical
meaning of this truth is that we should not live in the past with its
regrets and mistakes. Rather, we should emphasize the present with
its opportunities and challenges. As the great I AM, God calls us to
claim the promise of each new day and to live it fully for Him.
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Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

Brother Samuel Barrows
Overcoming Fear
The life of faith in God does not
collect evidence from circumstances.
The reason is that surrounding circumstances may be misleading.
Three times, the Apostle Paul found
himself on a ship that was crashing
and tearing apart. One would think
that if God wanted Paul to travel
about spreading the Gospel, all
those journeys would have been
smooth sailing. It can be difficult to
see beyond circumstances, especially
when you become overly fixated on
the circumstances surrounding your
life. They can cause you to stop
short of your goal.
Faith may not seem to be the
safest or the most logical way to go.
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Consider the time when the
Philistine giant Goliath challenged
the army of Israel to send a man
to fight against him. Realistically
speaking, what were the odds of one
of Israel's soldiers winning the fight
against Goliath? Why was the army
of Israel sitting off on the sideline?
The terms and the conditions surrounding this fight were humiliation, slavery, and death for the loser.
Death was a very prominent feeling
in the air that day. One of the two
would become extinct, never to be
heard from again. I can imagine that
those soldiers were considering their
odds of defeating Goliath and the
odds did not look healthy.
A natural understanding of
power and force can create fear, and

fear creates doubts, and doubts
create unbelief. A well-spun web of
fear can lead to many complications
between you and God. It will cast a
shadow on your relationship with
Him. Fear causes uncertainty,
doubts, and questions about God's
purpose for you. Coming to realize
your purpose in life may seem
elusive for you, and fears may be
present. These fears will come from
not knowing the outcome of a situation. The law of nature dictates that
severe repercussions could come
your way should you be unsuccessful. The greater the loss imposed, the
more substantial fear can become.
You should realize that the
soldiers of Israel knew the weight
and the impact of such a fight. They

had fought before, so they knew the
power of the sword; they had proven the sword. They had practiced for
many hours. Previous battles provided enough fighting experience to
convince those soldiers that Goliath's sword could certainly destroy
anyone who should dare to come
against it, by the shear weight of it
alone. The Israelite soldiers knew
this in their hearts, and fear overcame them.
However, David, who trusted
the Lord, said: "Who is this
uncircumcised Philistine, that he
should defy the armies of the living
God? . . . And all this assembly shall
know that the LORD saveth not with
sword and spear: for the battle is the
LORD'S, and he will give you into
our hands" (1 Samuel 17:26,47).
David's faith in God was greater
than his fear of Goliath. Overcoming
fear requires courage and faith. For
some, this may prove especially
challenging earlier in life, but you
can overcome, because faith does
not know surrender.
Acts of Faith
Let us contrast the story of
David and Goliath with Noah and
the building of the ark. During the
time of Noah, the world had declined morally and spiritually to the
degree that God was no longer involved in any part of men's lives,
except for Noah and his family. God
had created man with the intention
of having fellowship with Him in
this life and in the next. However,
by this point in time, men had completely abandoned God, becoming
engrossed in the worship of other
gods, living in rebellion and lawlessness with no regard for their Creator. It is evident that this caused
God a great deal of sorrow and
grief, because He decided to destroy
the world. Yet, in God's great love
and faithfulness, He was going to
spare man and bring him back to the
place of being mindful of Him.
Men had abandoned God to the
place where God could find only
one man of righteous charac-

ter—Noah. This was the man whom
God was going to use. God instructed Noah to build an ark in the
desert. He invested his life in a
project for which he had no real
guarantee. Circumstances surrounding this situation did not necessarily
inspire convincing evidence concerning why one would undertake
such a project. In fact, evidence, or
common sense, would have said this
plan was foolish. Why would someone build such a large boat in the
middle of a desert? As with most
acts of faith, building the ark was a
ridiculous project as far as human
intellect was concerned.
Quite possibly, there were many
questions concerning the ark, such
as, Who asked whom to build an
ark? For whom was the ark to be
built? Who would be lost without it?
How long would it take to build it?
Where would the building materials
come from? and Who was going to
cut down all the trees? As you can
see, building an ark required a great
act of faith.
Compare the building of the ark
to David's act of faith against Goliath. One was a lifelong project
leading to deliverance, and the other
was a "flash-in-the-pan" deal, so to
speak. "Bang!" and it was over. One
was instantaneous victory, and the
other was a long, drawn-out journey
with many challenges along the
way.
Many people beg God to take
control of their lives. You might
have heard the expression, "God
is my copilot" or "God is my pilot."
God is neither your pilot nor your
copilot. God should be your flight
control engineer; He directs traffic.
It is up to you to abide in Him.
Each individual must voluntarily
make the decision and accept the
consequences of fulfilling this role.
The Life of Faith
God does not need guidance to
know what He should do in a situation involving a moment of critical
judgment. He does not need to be
told what He is capable of, because

He already knows. On the other
hand, man does not know what he
will do in a given situation from one
moment to the next unless God
guides him. The Lord will allow you
to face and defeat your enemies so
that you can know that you have
authority and power over them.
Faith will enable you to meet
and conquer all your adversaries. As
you obediently proceed to gain victory over each situation that God
sends your way, you can go to God
with greater confidence. This is
where the life of faith in God begins
to impact your life, because the deliverance that God gives you will
most likely be a journey rather than
an instantaneous miracle. You must
learn many things about God and
yourself, and God will use the journey to demonstrate His power and
your commitment to Him. Together,
God and you can go through all
circumstances victoriously.
Three things are always present
in the life of faith: the Word of the
Lord, or the Bible; believing the
Word in your heart; and living the
Word as absolute, which it is. In so
doing, you prove your faith in God.
Someone may ask, "What is the
objective, or the purpose, of faith?"
The objective of faith has always
been the same. It is to demonstrate
your trust in the Lord without
becoming distracted by your own
perceptions of any given situation.
Circumstances are always changing,
and they are different for everyone.
Nevertheless, the objective has always been and will always be the
same: to trust the Lord and to keep
His commandments. God has chosen the life of faith as the proving
ground for your allegiance to His
divine authority.
God is continually testing man
to expose loyalty or disloyalty and
faith or unbelief, but He never
entices anyone to do evil. Perhaps
the greatest test of a man's will is his
inclination or weakness toward
apostasy and abandonment of the
faith. When man is entangled in
difficult circumstances, with troubles surmounting on every side, and
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God is seemingly nowhere to be
found, the natural inclination of man
is to doubt and then withdraw from
God. How you react in such circumstances provides an accurate portrayal of your loyalty to God. God is
searching for the one who will
overcome all these things.
The Testing of Your Faith
Faith is taking God at His Word
and persisting in the face of adversity. It may seem a daunting task to
be faced with such a staggering responsibility of remaining faithful in
perplexing and seemingly impossible circumstances that challenge
human reasoning, but this is the
proving ground that God has chosen
to distinguish those who are truly
faithful from those who are not.
You may wonder who or what
you are battling. Satan's objective
and intent is to destroy your faith.
He is trying to turn your mind and
your eyes away from the faithfulness of God and His Word. By
pointing out all the negative circumstances, he tries to convince one
that anything God is involved in
would not take so long. He tries to
create confusion, discouragement,
and most of all, doubts, which lead
to unbelief in the heart of the
believer. He points out the circumstances you are involved in and says
that you have been in that situation
way too long and that nothing is
going to work out.
Satan will tell you, "This must
surely be proof that God has forgotten and forsaken you." Satan will try
his best to convince you that you are
powerless and that you will be
unable to overcome. The devil
knows that what you believe in your
heart, you will act out in everyday
life. This is the reason he tries so
hard to create doubts in your mind.
He knows this will eventually cause
you to turn away from God. Satan
will attempt to convince you that
you do not know God and that God
does not know you because the
desires of your heart have not yet
come to fruition. He will say, "Surely
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this is evidence that God does not
look upon you with favor as His
child."
You may wonder why the
testing of your faith seems so
extreme. God has designed it this
way for a specific reason. Consider
what Heaven would be like if God
were to give eternal life to just one
individual who did not have regard
or respect toward God and others.
It should not take long for you to
realize that Heaven would become
a place of discord, as this individual
would carry out all sorts of
unimaginable evils.
If you were incapable of
remaining righteous and you were
to give in to temptation during a
moment of difficulty in this life,
what makes you think you would
do any differently in the next life?
God has designed faith as an opportunity for you to demonstrate,
through the fiery trials, that you will
remain true to Him and His statutes.
God will not grant anyone the
power of eternal life who is incapable of handling the responsibilities
that come along with it. No, not
even one will be granted permission
to enter into this realm who has not
first shown himself to be pure,
undefiled, faithful, and righteous.
God is searching for those who
have purposed in their hearts to be
faithful and righteous in all ways,
those whose righteousness is a commitment stemming from the heart.
He is searching for those who,
having been presented with many
adverse circumstances, say in their
hearts, "I will go all the way," and
then press through difficult, uncertain, unfair circumstances, perhaps
with no external or visible consolation other than the Word of God.
This exhibits faith. The one who
accepts and fulfills this challenge
will meet God and spend eternity
with Him.
"To Him That Overcometh"
In the Book of Revelation are
seven letters. I want to mention a
couple of these letters briefly. In

each of these letters Christ spoke
about the condition of each congregation. What I want to focus on is
the little message at the end of each
letter, which states, "To him that
overcometh. . . ." Each letter contains
specific issues with which each congregation was struggling. Christ
then pointed out what He wanted
them to do. He pointed out the objective and made specific promises
that related to the issues with which
each church was involved.
Let me give you an example. In
the first letter, written to the church
at Ephesus, Christ told how they
had left their first love. At one point
the people once had great love, but
when their love began to wax cold,
the outgrowth of that condition was
reflected in their behavior toward
one another. In the morning-time
church they used to have what was
known as a "feast of love." The
church would gather together and
prepare a feast of food.
Over time the people began to
lose sight of love and caring for one
another, and the love feast started
becoming a burden to some and a
shame to others. Some individuals in
this congregation were more prosperous financially than others, and
naturally those individuals brought
the finer things to eat. Others were
not so well off financially and would
have to scrounge to bring what they
could. As time went on, a separation
came between those who had more
and those who had less. The wealthy
folks began to keep their delicacies
to themselves and refused to permit
the poor to share in their blessings.
Thus, the love was no longer a part
of the feast.
Christ saw that their love was
not what it should have been, and it
displeased Him; therefore, He made
specific mention of it and required
this congregation to repent. He went
on to tell those people that "To him
that overcometh will I give to eat of
the tree of life, which is in the midst
of the paradise of God" (Revelation
2:7). Take note of what the problem
was with this church and then what
Christ specifically offered to the

ones who overcame, to eat of the
tree of life.
Now let us discuss the last letter,
which was written to the Laodiceans. This church was not struggling
with knowing where their next meal
would come from, and they were
not worried about being burned at
the stake. This letter was written to
people who were having difficulty
making up their minds regarding
living in complete confidence and
trust in God. They did not have
difficulty believing that God was
real, but they were tossed back and
forth in their commitment of loyalty
to God and His statutes. They were
living in the most prosperous society
of all, where anything they wanted
was at their fingertips. This society
was based on the principles of the
"New York minute," where everything moves and changes on
demand.
The challenge to faith comes to
life when we expect God to move
in the same manner but He does not.
The ideals and statutes of God were
not established on fame and fortune.
The challenge to their faith was not
whether they believed that God was
capable, but it was committing and
accepting the consequences of conceding their wants to the greater
good of the work of God and allowing Him to give them direction
concerning the fulfillment of their
needs, and then waiting patiently
and watching.
Not knowing exactly what
direction God is going to take you in
accordance with His will can be a
most unsettling experience. All
persons seeking the Lord will at
some point in time wrestle with the
decision of wholehearted trust.
Why? On one hand, one wishes to
maintain his confession of Christ
and desires to have Him present in
his life. On the other hand, he still
has the urge to fulfill his passions
and desires with the valuables and
luxuries of this alluring world.
Coming to the place or state of
mind that is free from the excessive
influence of passion, lust, and emotion requires the voluntary and

deliberate effort of placing limitations on one's own freedom concerning "the good life." Living this life is
in no way a small matter. The sacrifice, the self-denial, and the struggles from within and without must
be subjected to the consideration of
the end result, and truly this is no
small prize for which we are
contending.
Obtaining the Prize
Consider the prize of the church.
Revelation 3:21 says, "To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with
me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with
my Father in his throne." Do you
understand the magnitude of this
statement? God truly knows the
overwhelming pressure of the trials
of faith that the church is facing. He
knows the toll of being surrounded
by the pressures that an opulent
society can have on the one attempting to place his complete confidence
in God, especially when there is
seemingly no real need to do so.
The temptation is to try to
understand and live a spiritual life
in a worldly frame of mind. However, the one who is willing to set
his own bias of understanding aside
and place complete confidence and
trust in God will overcome. The
word overcome means "to have
dominion over, to exercise authority
over, to gain mastery of, or to
prevail against." The one who will
overcome in this life must intently
purpose, carefully plan, and determine with never-ending resolve to
remain faithful to God's Word.
Warning! This level of resolve makes
mountains disappear.
The one who has purposed to
accept the consequences with the
adversities and still makes the choice
to trust and believe God no matter
what has won half the battle. The
greatest victory you can win is that
of committing yourself wholeheartedly to the Lord.
To become firmly established in
unwavering loyalty to the Lord
requires deliberate and concerted

effort on your behalf, but it will be
worth it. The current state of your
commitment is an accurate reflection
of how much value you place on
obtaining the prize. The greatest of
honors is reserved for the one who
overcomes this last trial of faith.
What is it? To be deemed by the
Creator as fit to be a king. He will
say to the one who overcomes,
"Come, and you shall sit on My
throne with Me. I have made you a
king in My kingdom." Wow!
Sometimes as you walk along on
this journey, you may wonder if you
are truly on the right path. Therefore, you look for assurance that you
are heading in the right direction. As
Christians, we are building lives of
faith in a society that is full of
prosperity. Sometimes we have a
tendency to look for signs that we
are making the right choices, but
true faith is not based on visible
indicators.
Faith Requires Courage
I want to bring your attention
back to Noah. He labored for one
hundred years with no real assurance. He probably looked at the sky
many times, looking for a cloud and
wondering in his own mind if it all
would work out; but his belief in the
Word of God was greater than his
own questions and perceptions of
the situation. I do not know what all
took place in the mind of Noah
concerning this event, but I can tell
you this much, he made up his mind
that he was going to carry out the
duties that God set before him no
matter what the outcome. Holding
steadfastly to the Word of God in
our society is a challenge beyond
that of any age of time. Can it be
done? Absolutely, but perhaps the
question is will you do it?
I would like to share with you a
quote by H. A. Ironside: "God is not
looking for brilliant men, is not depending upon eloquent men, is not shut up
to the use of talented men in sending
His Gospel out in the world. God is
looking for the broken men who have
judged themselves in the light of the
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Cross of Christ. When He wants anything done, He takes up men who have
come to the end of themselves, whose
confidence is not in themselves, but in
God."
I say to you, take courage and be
of good cheer. What is courage?
When you are in a battle, courage is
not giving up as you struggle with a
fierce opponent, fatigued and battle
worn, and when finding rest is only
a fantasy in your mind. You may
struggle for some time with the
same difficulty.
Perhaps you may not realize the
attainment of your goal as soon as
you would like. During these times,
it takes faith and courage working
together in order to overcome your
difficulty. Many times you must
reach deep within your heart to find
the courage to keep pressing on and
living the life that God has set before
you. Faith is knowing something is
real, even if we do not see it. This
takes courage and faith. Courage is
not when you are assured of instant
victory, when you know you can go
out and pummel the enemy at will;
but it takes courage to reach down
while you are yet trembling and
grasp the sword again, raise it up,
and press the battle on.
David was no match for Goliath,
humanly speaking, but he put his
trust in the Lord and went forth
regardless of the odds. In going out
to fight Goliath, David was not
attempting to show all those standing around that, in himself, he was
mightier than Goliath. His courage

was based on faith and obedience
toward God. This courage requires
faith, and this faith requires courage.
Together these will make you a
great warrior in the army of the
Lord. Just as David was faced with
many situations that he was no
match for, you, too, will be faced
with such challenges. However, you
can overcome them all by trusting
and living the Word of the Lord.
"The Victory That Overcometh"
What is faith? No matter what
the situation, one must be convinced
to continue all the way. Continued
difficulties, prevailing losses, and
surmounting negative circumstances
rarely depict a positive outcome.
You may not always be as successful
as you would like to be, but faith is
the determination to overcome even
previous failures. In living the life of
faith, you will encounter obstacles.
In no way does it mean that everything will be perfect. You must
valiantly contend for the faith to
become perfect. With God's grace
and love, faith will lead to a sanctified life.
Continued faith always leads to
complete victory. Again, faith does
not calculate the circumstances
surrounding a situation as to whether victory is obtainable. Faith looks
at the situation and says, "It must be
done!" Faith then pursues with
God's help and direction until the
result is achieved.
God's Word encourages us in

1 John 5:3-5: "For this is the love of
God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are
not grievous. For whatsoever is born
of God overcometh the world: and
this is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith. Who is he
that overcometh the world, but he
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of
God?"
Faith does not necessarily have
set time limits. Man's time frames
are definitely undependable. Considering the pace our society has
reached, an act of faith can seem to
have no end in sight, but the child of
God overcomes the world. Revelation 21:7-8 tells us: "He that
overcometh shall inherit all things;
and I will be his God, and he shall
be my son. But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable,
and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all
liars, shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second
death."
The battle you are in is the
Lord's, and at the appointed time,
God will give to you the victory.
You must press on in the good fight
of faith, and you will be able to say
this: "I have fought the good fight of
faith. I have endured all manner of
perplexing difficulties, and I have
overcome them by the blood of Jesus
Christ. Now, I go to claim my prize."
(No cassette tape available.)

"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not
faint."
Isaiah 40:31
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[Enduring Hardship for Christ—continued from page 13]

Supplies from England did not come as promised. Their
boats were their only place of safety, their only hope,
and two of these were lost in a terrible storm.
With the natives becoming increasingly hostile, the
party decided it was best to go to Spaniard Harbor for a
time, and they put out to sea in their one remaining boat.
Terrific storms overtook them, and they sought refuge
from wind and snow in deep rock caverns. Great suffering followed. They were driven from place to place by
the natives, and cooped up through the long nights of
almost perpetual ice and snow in a small boat whose
cabin was so tiny that the iron deck was only a few
inches above their faces. Eventually all died of starvation, but they died triumphantly. A journal found later
by rescuers contained Captain Gardiner's last recorded
words, written shortly before death: "The Lord has seen
fit to call home another of our little company. . . . Yet a
little while and we, through grace, may join that blessed
throng to sing the praises of Christ throughout eternity.
I neither hunger nor thirst, though five days without
food. Marvelous loving kindness to me!"
Dr. Williams' testimony was: "I do love God with a
love I had no conception of, with a love that actuates
every faculty of my whole soul, and the love of God in
Christ I feel beyond expression. . . . Should anything
prevent my ever adding to this, let all my beloved ones
at home rest assured that I was happy beyond expression the night I wrote these lines and would not have
changed positions with any man living."
After considering the hardships these have endured
for Christ, the question comes to us, "What hardships are
we enduring?" What self-denials and sacrifices are we
making for our Master?
Sacrificing for the cause of Christ is one form of
enduring hardship. "The first principle of sacrifice is selfdenial. What have we denied ourselves for the cause of
Christ? How much are we willing to give up to win the
world to Christ? What of worldly pleasure have you
denied yourself? Are you willing to sacrifice that intended trip to do a noble service? Would you forego that
evening of pleasure to attend the services of God's
house? What have you denied yourself of time for your
Master? How many hours a week do you spend working

for Him? Would you risk losing a business deal to attend
to the business of the King? What have you denied
yourself of material substance?
"The second principle of sacrifice is suffering. 'Let
him take up his cross.' The cross is the symbol of pain
and sorrow and heartbreak. How much pain have you
borne for the sake of Christ? Can you show scars of the
battle waged against sin? To bear physical pain is an
honor for one's country, but we would shrink when it
comes to bearing it for our faith. Do you suffer any
mental anguish over that son or daughter, that friend
who is out of Christ?
"The third principle of sacrifice is self-surrender.
How full is our surrender to Christ? His Cross is lifted
above us. It beckons us to follow. Will we give a full
surrender to it?"
"If we are true Christians, we are every one of us
soldiers. It is not an easy thing to be a Christian. To be a
soldier of the Cross requires effort and self-denial and
constant endurance. If we are true followers of Jesus
Christ, somewhere in our life the note must be telling of
definite sacrifice. Christ's view of life is not an easy view;
it is on the whole a severe view. It demands sacrifice.
Fear not to make some sacrifice for Christ; pant not so
eagerly to have your own ideas of life realized. Have
faith in eternity, and meanwhile take bravely your share
of the hardness."
Who will suffer with the Savior,
Take the little that remains
Of the cup of tribulation
Jesus drank in dying pains?
Who will suffer for the gospel,
Follow Christ without the gate?
Take the martyrs for example,
With them glory at the stake?
Lord, we fellowship thy passion,
Gladly suffer shame and loss;
With thy blessing pain is pleasure;
We will glory in thy cross.
D. S. Warner

Jesus Christ is no security against storms,
but He is a perfect security in storms.
He has never promised you an easy passage,
only a safe landing.
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