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"For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and count-

eth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply after he hath laid the

foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying,

This man began to build, and was not able to finish."

Luke 14:28-30

Counting the Cost to Finish

Anyone who considers becoming a Christian needs to seriously
count the cost. It is more than just desiring to be forgiven of sin  and
believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Neither is it an issue of
trying it for a while to see if one likes it, and if it fails to work out the
way one thinks, then just lay it aside. Real salvation requires a complete
surrender of one’s life to Christ. This commitment is not just for the
present, but for the remainder of life. This is the reason it is so serious
and needs to be given the utmost attention and thought. 

Jesus, in our Scripture text, was putting forth a profound truth to
those gathered before Him and for each of us as well. His instructions
were to count the cost, to see if you have enough to finish the course. In
other words, are you determined to go through all the way to the end
of your life with the Lord? If you fail to go all the way, others who look
upon you will begin to laugh and mock you. People will know you were
not serious about serving God. 

Naturally, it is of utmost importance to lay a good foundation and
then build thereon. If the foundation is not strong, the building will not
stand. The foundation, however, is only the starting place. The way a
builder builds and the materials he uses are very important. If he uses
inferior products or cuts corners on the workmanship, the building will
not meet the inspection requirements and the building will not last.

In the spiritual life it is much more important to lay a good, solid
foundation. Jesus Christ is the only true foundation for a person to
build upon (1 Corinthians 3:11). Neglecting to follow His pattern and
example will result in failure to stand when the stresses of life come
along. The tower that Jesus referred to in our Scripture text represents
an individual's life. If you build upon Christ, you will be strong and
able to withstand the storms of life that are sure to come. The way one
builds will determine his or her character. Every Christian must
continue daily to pay the full price. A life for Christ must be continually
molded according to His blueprint.

So often one may move to an altar seeking to pray, possibly because
of an impulse or an emotion that moved him, but not through real
conviction. This person knows that serving God is the right thing to do
and knows what is demanded. Therefore, confession is made and prayer
is offered to seek forgiveness from God. This action appeases the
conscience and brings relief to the soul, so the individual feels better at
the time, but it seldom lasts. 

What does it mean to count the cost to finish? First of all, this life is
likened to a race that all must run. The goal is eternity, the place we
each will eventually reach. How you live and how you conduct yourself
in this life will determine whether you spend eternity in Heaven or in
hell at the end of the race. This world is only a dressing room that will
determine your  everlasting home. You will spend it either with God in

[continued on page 24]
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1 John 1:1 That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon, and our hands have
handled, of the Word of life; 

2 (For the life was manifested, and
we have seen it, and bear witness, and
show unto you that eternal life, which
was with the Father, and was manifested
unto us;) 
3 That which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye also
may have fellowship with us: and truly
our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Christ. 

4 And these things write we unto
you, that your joy may be full.

5 This then is the message which
we have heard of him, and declare unto
you, that God is light, and in him is no
Brother Roger L. Decker
darkness at all. 
6 If we say that we have fellowship

with him, and walk in darkness, we lie,
and do not the truth: 

7 But if we walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
"The Love of Many
Shall Wax Cold"

This letter written by the
Apostle John has no opening greet-
ings or closing salutations as the
letters of the Apostle Paul do; how-
ever, one cannot read it without
feeling its personal character. Com-
mentators have called it "a loving
and anxious sermon written by a
pastor who loved his people." John
sent it out to the various congrega-
tions over which he had influence.
This letter is said to have been writ-
ten at Ephesus, approximately in the
year A.D. 100. The falling away was
beginning to accelerate and take its
toll on the church by A.D. 100. John
wrote in 1 John 2:19, "They went out
from us, but they were not of us; for
if they had been of us, they would
no doubt have continued with us:
but they went out, that they might
be made manifest [or made known]
that they were not all of us."

As John wrote, the thrill of the
first days of Christianity for some
had slipped away. In 1 John and
2 John he used the words "from the
beginning" at least nine times. Some
of the wonder and the allurement of
Christianity had diminished and
had been replaced by habit, duty,
and tradition. Men and women at
that time had grown used to Chris-
tianity. The same thing has hap-
pened today in too many cases. In
our day some of the wonder, the
thrill, and the allurement of Chris-
tianity has slipped away, and many
are serving God merely out of duty.
Certainly it is our duty, but we must
also serve God out of a heart of love.
At the time of John's writing, the
3



words of Jesus, recorded in Matthew
24:12, had become a reality. Jesus
said, "And because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall wax
cold." At the time when John was
writing, for some, the thrill of being
saved was merely a memory. The
flame of devotion had gone out, and
their love had waxed cold.

John pointed out a peril, but it
was not persecution. Though the
morning-time church lived in perse-
cution, the Apostle John did not
mention that. The peril was seduc-
ing spirits working within. That is
always a sign of apostasy. How did
the devil stop the force of the
morning-time church? He worked
from within. That is how apostasy
works yet today. This is very plain
in these Scriptures. John was not
talking about sinners or outside
persecution. They were drifting
away from what they had heard
"from the beginning." It was not an
outside peril that hindered them.

Seducing Spirits

Read what the Apostle Paul said
would happen after his departure
in Acts 20:29-30: "For I know
this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among
you, not sparing the flock. Also of
your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them."

John wrote a simple message. At
that particular time, apostasy was at
work. Because seducing spirits were
working, John took them right back
to the beginning and said, in
essence, "This is what you have
heard from the beginning." The
trouble John encountered was not
that men were out to destroy the
Christian faith, but rather they
thought they could improve the
Christian faith. It came from men
whose aim was to make Christianity
intellectually respectable. That is the
reason John continually mentioned
"from the beginning."

Christian friend, allow your
mind to think back to the beginning
of your own salvation. No doubt,
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you were ready to line up with
whatever the Lord showed you. You
could not wait until it was preached,
but what about today? In too many
cases, people claim to have found a
better way; however, the fact is, they
have lost the power of God in their
lives. What do people need to do?
They must go right back to what
was preached "from the beginning."
John repeatedly mentioned, "That
which was from the begin-
ning"—that which they had heard,
seen, looked upon, and handled of
the Word of Life.

What is "That which was from
the beginning"? First John 3:11
states, "For this is the message that
ye heard from the beginning, that
we should love one another." What
kept the Old Testament prophets
and the patriarchs? It was their love
for God and their obedience to God.
Certainly, they did things that you
and I could not get by with in this
Gospel dispensation, yet they were
accountable to God for what light
they had during the time in which
they lived. They loved God su-
premely. Why was it that Joseph
chose not to give in to Potiphar's
wife? He loved God supremely.

The Apostle John wrote in
Revelation 10:11, "And he said unto
me, Thou must prophesy again be-
fore many peoples, and nations, and
tongues, and kings." When the
Apostle John returned from the Isle
of Patmos, he was a very different
man. He saw some things that he
had never seen: he saw Christ as he
had never witnessed Him before.
When John saw Him, he fell at His
feet as dead. He saw an altogether
different Christ on the Isle of Patmos
than when he walked with Him.
When John saw Christ on the Isle of
Patmos, He had eyes as a flame of
fire, feet like unto fine brass, and a
voice as the sound of many waters.

Why did John see Christ in that
manner? Christ appeared that way
because of the conditions that God's
people had gotten into. Five of the
seven churches in the Revelation
needed to repent. Christ knew what
was going on in all the churches.
Also, John saw a Christ who could
pinpoint the root of any problem.
He also saw a Christ who could give
the right counsel that would correct
all conditions if it was heeded.

The Line of Separation

The reason John wrote 1 John in
such a plain, simplified manner was
that he did not want anyone to mis-
understand or to be confused about
the message. He did not want any-
one to read his letter and not gain
understanding. Some people found
the standard that the New Testa-
ment church demanded to be
burdensome and wearisome. They
did not like the fact that God
demanded their hearts, souls,
minds, and strength. In the begin-
ning they did not mind that, but as
the time passed, they let things slip.
The same thing is working yet to-
day. As time goes on, people let that
which they have heard "from the
beginning" slip away from them.
When they first came to Christ, they
were willing to give Him their
hearts, souls, minds, and strength.
As time passed, however, some
found a better way, so they said.
What did John do when that hap-
pened in his day? He took them
right back to what they had heard
and seen from the beginning.

There has always been a
separation between God's people
and the world, but during that fall-
ing away, those who had high intel-
lectual and philosophical views
wanted to break down that separa-
tion. We see that going on today,
even in that which calls itself the
Church of God. What are they do-
ing? They are trying to mix the chil-
dren of God with the children of the
devil. Friend, you cannot mix godli-
ness with worldliness. There is a line
that separates God's people and
those of the world. A true child of
God will not mix with the world.
Why is that? Jesus called him out of
the world. He is still in it, but he is
not a part of it. Great philosophers
and high intellects say it can be
done, but it cannot.



There is a line that separates
God's people from the world. You
can read about that separation in
1 John 3:10, which says, "In this
the children of God are manifest
[or made known], and the children
of the devil: whosoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God, neither
he that loveth not his brother." Here
is the line that separates: one lives
righteously and the other does
not. God's children are not of this
world.

The philosophy of many sectari-
ans, and even some who claim to be
the Church of God, is that you can
win the world to Christ by being one
of them. Have you ever heard that?
Some say, "Jesus ate with sinners."
Well, He might have eaten with
them, but He did not party with
them and act as they did. I repeat,
there is a line that separates. You
need to study what Jesus taught. He
said in John 17:16, "They are not of
the world, even as I am not of the
world." The world is doomed. First
John 2:17 says, "And the world pass-
eth away, and the lust thereof: but
he that doeth the will of God abid-
eth for ever." Many give their loyalty
and support to something insecure,
and they are heading for destruc-
tion. They go all out for the world,
yet the world is insecure and head-
ing for destruction.

Spiritual Darkness

If you fail to walk in the light
that God has given you, you will go
into darkness. There is no darkness
like the darkness that comes when
one fails to walk in the light, or
when the light is turned off. Have
you ever been in a room where there
was a bright light and all of a sud-
den someone shut off the switch?
Your eyes were adjusted to the light,
but you could hardly see when the
light went out, until your eyes
became adjusted to the darkness.

Jesus said in Matthew 6:23, "But
if thine eye be evil, thy whole body
shall be full of darkness. If therefore
the light that is in thee be darkness,
how great is that darkness!" It is a
darkness that can be felt. As a child
of God, have you ever been around
some people where you could feel
the darkness?

Consider the plague of darkness
that came upon Pharaoh in Egypt in
Exodus 10:21-23: "And the LORD

said unto Moses, Stretch out thine
hand toward heaven, that there may
be darkness over the land of Egypt,
even darkness which may be felt.
And Moses stretched forth his hand
toward heaven; and there was a
thick darkness in all the land of
Egypt three days: They saw not one
another, neither rose any from his
place for three days: but all the chil-
dren of Israel had light in their
dwellings." That was a darkness
they could feel. It was so dark that
"neither rose any from his place for
three days."

There is no darkness that comes
on one's soul like that which comes
from disobedience. Once you have
become enlightened and then turn
back, you need to be careful,
because when darkness comes back
into your soul, you might not find
your way back. Some people are
getting themselves in terrible shape.
They seem to think that maybe God
will do something miraculous and
spin them around and get them to
go in the right direction. Friend,
you need to remember that what
makes darkness so dark is the spirit
behind it.

I do not believe I have ever
heard anyone say, "I want to go to
hell" or "I want to be lost." People
may not say that, yet their actions
are speaking that to God. Paul told
the Galatians in Galatians 5:1, "Stand
fast therefore in the liberty where-
with Christ hath made us free, and
be not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage." The yoke of bond-
age that Paul was referring to was
the law, but we are in the midst of
an evening-time apostasy.

Many people have left the law of
Christ and have come under the law
of "self." They are slaves to them-
selves. Whatever little whim self
has, they are slaves to it, and they
must follow it, yet they call it liberty
or freedom or greater light. You
must keep in mind that light reflects
the image of Christ, not the image of
the world. If you receive more light,
it will cause you to go further away
from the things of this world. Why is
that? It is because the world and
Christ cannot mix. If light does not
reflect the image of Christ, then it is
darkness and deception. First John
1:6 states, "If we say that we have
fellowship with him, and walk in
darkness, we lie, and do not the
truth."

Having Love for One Another

Today we are faced with one of
the greatest deceptions there is in
religion. What is it? Several times
in 1 John the Apostle mentioned
having love for your brother and
having love for one another. It is
impossible to love God and not to
love your brother. This is what was
taught from the beginning. One of
the first signs of salvation is broth-
erly love. First John 3:14 tells us, "We
know that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the
brethren. He that loveth not his
brother abideth in death." From the
beginning of salvation, you pass
from death to life. What a deception
is working today, such as I have
never seen! When does love begin?
It begins when one passes from
death to life. You get life when you
get Christ, or when you get the
Spirit of God in your vessel.

Fellowship with one another
begins with God. I know that was so
in my own life. When I was un-
saved, being around the saints was
one of the last places I wanted to be.
I dreaded going to God's Acres.
Whenever I went, the saints often
bowed their heads in prayer to pray
for me; then after I got saved, they
rejoiced when they saw me. Why?
Because I had passed from death to
life, spiritually speaking. When I
bowed at an altar of prayer, I passed
from death to life, and then I loved
the brethren. That happened right
from the beginning.

In Matthew 24:12 Jesus said,
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"And because iniquity shall abound,
the love of many shall wax cold."
What is working today? People have
left the principles of God's Word.
They have left the true convictions
from God's Word that they heard
from the beginning, yet they have
gone right on. What has happened?
The love of many has waxed cold.

John was writing at a time when
apostasy had picked up its pace.
Fellowship with the saints begins
with God. It does not begin until an
individual passes from death to life,
and then it comes automatically. We
do not have to go around and greet
one another to become acquainted
before we can have fellowship.
Divine fellowship is automatic with
those who have passed from death
to life. The saints automatically love
the brethren. We do not have to
strain to have fellowship. I hardly
knew anyone in the congregation
when I was first saved, but when
I passed from death to life, I loved
them all. Personalities did not even
enter into it. The saints did not
know me, but they loved me.
This is "That which was from the
beginning."

True Fellowship

Fellowship does not begin with
a couple of people being good
friends; it begins with the blood
of Jesus Christ. That is where people
are getting switched over. They
are leaving out the blood of Christ
for fellowship and switching over
to friendship. Dear one, you cannot
leave out the blood and have fellow-
ship. Fellowship does not start
with the agreement of minds; it
starts with being agreed with Jesus
Christ. To have fellowship, you
must first be in agreement with
Jesus Christ.

Amos 3:3 says, "Can two walk
together, except they be agreed?"
This does not mean that we are
agreed with one another. There are
degrees of light, but that does not
affect true fellowship. For example,
suppose one man has been saved for
thirty years and another has only
6

recently gotten saved. Neither man
knows very much about the other,
but both of them have passed from
death to life. They both do not
necessarily have to be in agreement
about everything, but they must
be agreed with God. The Scripture
asks the question, "Can two walk
together except they be agreed?" No!

The "two" that the Prophet
Amos spoke of was an individual
and God. You cannot walk with God
unless you are in agreement with
Him. In other words, you can walk
with a brother if he is agreed with
God. That is the reason one can
have fellowship with someone
else who does not have the same
understanding of the Scriptures.
If that person has been through
the blood and I have been through
the blood, we can have fellowship
with each other. Why? We both have
been cleansed from sin. I may not
know anything about him or his
struggles and he may not know
anything about my struggles, but we
can have fellowship because we
both are agreed with God. I may
not agree with some things that
he does and he may not agree with
some things that I do; yet, as long
as we both are agreed with God,
we can have fellowship with each
other.

Now, I want to clarify that I
am not talking about sin. I am
talking about different ways that
he does things and different ways
that I do things. You cannot walk
with God and not be agreed with
Him. The "two" walking together
is the Christian and God. Amos
asked a question, "Can two walk
together except they be agreed?"
You have to be agreed with God;
God is not going to be agreed with
you.

God's Message Remains the Same

Consider Naaman the leper,
spoken of in 2 Kings, Chapter 5. He
went to the Prophet Elisha in Israel
to be cleansed of his leprosy. Elisha
sent his servant out to Naaman to
tell him how he could get rid of his
leprosy, but when Naaman heard it,
he left the house angry and started
down the road in his chariot. He was
not about to agree with the prophet.
Naaman wanted God to agree with
him. No doubt, he thought the
prophet would come out and greet
him personally, do some magic over
him, and then he would be clean;
however, it did not happen that
way. Elisha sent his servant out to
tell him to go dip seven times in the
Jordan River and he would be clean.
Naaman was not about to humble
himself and dip in Israel's muddy
river, so he did not agree with God.
Nevertheless, that did not change
God's mind.

When Naaman finally came to
himself, the message was the same:
he had to go dip seven times in the
Jordan River. He did not receive an
ounce of help until he agreed with
God. Again, the Scripture asks, "Can
two walk together, except they be
agreed?" No, you cannot walk with
God unless you agree with Him.
No matter how much you sing, no
matter how emotional you get,
and no matter how many tears you
shed, the only way you can walk
with God is to be agreed with Him.
That is where many people are
struggling.

John knew what he was writing.
God gave it to him. He wrote it at a
time of apostasy when men and
women were coming in with their
philosophies and high intellectual
powers and saying, "We do not have
to be cleansed from sin. We can still
have fellowship one with another."
Nevertheless, the Prophet Amos let
us know that we cannot walk with
God unless we are agreed with Him.
Why? John said in 1 John 1:5 that "in
him is no darkness at all."

God will not walk with you in
your sinful ways. You must walk
in the light. In 1 John 1:5 John said,
"This then is the message which
we have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God is light, and
in him is no darkness at all." You
cannot have fellowship with God
and walk in darkness. If you walk in
darkness, you will stumble. When



Keep your head and your
heart going in the right

direction, and you will not
have to worry about your feet.
one begins to stumble, it is due to
his being disobedient to the Word
of God.

A Stone of Stumbling

Are you having struggles in
your Christian experience? If so,
more than likely, you have been
disobedient to the Word of God.
When you are obedient to God,
there is light to see where you are
going. First Peter 2:8, speaking of
Jesus, states, "And a stone of stum-
bling, and a rock of offence, even to
them which stumble at the word,
being disobedient: whereunto also
they were appointed."

All the stumbling and lack of
fellowship are due to disobedience
to God's Word. What does the word
stumble mean? "To fall into sin or
waywardness, to trip in walking, or
to walk unsteadily." That is what
you will do if you fail to walk in the
light, because you are not agreed
with God. To have fellowship with
the saints, you must come under the
blood of Jesus Christ. When one
begins to disobey, he will stumble.
Then what happens? Fellowship
with God and the saints of God will
be broken, and then that person
will not care to be around any
longer.

You cannot have fellowship
with God and not have fellowship
with the saints. That is contrary to
the Word of God. First John 4:20-21
says: "If a man say, I love God, and
hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he
that loveth not his brother whom he
hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen? And this
commandment have we from him,
That he who loveth God love his
brother also."

Today people say they love God,
but down in their hearts they harbor
hatred for their brother. John said
that is a lie. One cannot do it and
walk in the light. How can you not
love your brother whom you have
seen and say you love God whom
you have not seen? Some who claim
to be God's people are stumbling
around, and that is confusing
people. They have lost their agree-
ment with God. Two cannot walk
together except they be agreed.
Those who are agreed with God
have fellowship with the saints of
God. Again, that does not mean that
you are in agreement with another
person's viewpoint.

Many people agree with one
another, but what are they doing?
They base their fellowship on their
friendship. It is very plain in the
Scripture. That is the reason the
Apostle John said, in essence, "This
is what you have heard from the
beginning." To truly have fellowship
with God, you must first be agreed
with Him; then when you are
agreed with God, you will have
fellowship with others who are
agreed with God. That is the way it
works. This fellowship is not some-
thing that you have to work up, and
it is not something that you have to
solicit. You do not have to get on the
telephone and ask how many people
agree with you. This fellowship is
automatic when you are agreed with
God. This is the message that was
from the beginning.

If there is anything in your heart
against your brother or your sister,
and you continue in that condition
and yet say you love God, you are
deceiving yourself. Friend, do not go
on in that condition. You need to
come right back to the beginning.
Jesus told us that we ought to love
one another as He has loved us.
There are people who claim salva-
tion, but they cannot serve God
right.

If a brother has a problem, you 
need to leave him with God. You
need to make sure that you stay
agreed with God. If another person
should fall or get in trouble, you
should leave him with God. God can
handle him. You should not try to
solicit someone to come against him.
God will take care of the matter.

If you are having a problem
with someone, you need to make
sure that you are agreed with God.
Do not let anything get into your
heart that turns to hatred, such as a
root of bitterness springing up,
whereby many be defiled. Why do
many get defiled? When the root of
bitterness begins to spring up in
people's lives, they start soliciting
others, and then many become
defiled.

You need to make sure that you
stay agreed with God, and to be
agreed with God, you must worship
Him in Spirit and in Truth and serve
Him with all your heart, soul, mind,
and strength. In other words, you
must give Him your all. That is the
only way you can be agreed with
Him. If you try any other way, you
will be just as Naaman was. You
may go down the highway, but the
message will not change. If you have
a need, please follow the dictates of
the Spirit of God. God will help you.
You do not have to be afraid of Him.
The devil will always get you into
trouble, but he will never get you
out. It takes the blood of Jesus Christ
to get you out. If you have a need,
you need to make sure that you
allow God to supply that need.

(Cassette C-4138E)
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Brot
Mark 4:21 And he said unto them, Is a cand l e  br ought to be put
under a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick?

22 For there is noth i ng  h i d , which shall not be manifested;
neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad. 

23 If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 
24 And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with w h at

measure ye mete , i t  s hall be measured to you: and unto you that hear
shall more be given. 

2 5 For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that h ath  not ,
from him shall be taken even that which he hath. 

26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast
seed into the ground; 

27 And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should
spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 

28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first th e  blade,
then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. 

29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in
the sickle, because the harvest is come.
her Esau Brooks
The Effectual Works
of God's Grace

I want you to look very clos el y at
what the Lord was saying in our
Scripture text. Verse 26 says, "S o  is
the kingdom of God. . . ." T he King-
dom of God is not something that is
in the future i n a millennial age as
some would  have you believe, but it
i s within every child of God now .
The Kingdom of God is the rule of
God in man's life.
Jesus said in verses 26 -2 8  of our
Scripture lesson: "So is the kingdom
of God, as i f  a man should cast seed
into the ground; And should sleep,
a nd rise night and day, and the seed
shoul d  s pr i ng and grow up, he
knoweth not how. For  the earth
bringeth forth fr uit of herself; first the
blade, then the ear, after that  the full
cor n in the ear." What our Savior w a s
striving to  get across is the miracu-
lous work of God's grace in man's
soul. Notice that He li kened it to seed
put in the ground. In this chapter
Jesus dealt with the thought of plant-
ing seed. He was not so much con-
cerned with ma king people good
farmers, literally speaking, but He
wanted  to convey to people's under-
standing the effectual works of the
Word of God in men's a nd  w omen's
souls. He s ta ted in verse 14 of this
same chapter, "The sower soweth the
word."

We read in Mark 4 :1 -3: "And he
began again to teach by the s ea  side:



and there w a s  gathered unto him a
great multitude, so that he entered
into a ship, and sat in the sea; and
the whole multitude was by the sea
on the land. And he taught them
many things by parables, and said
unto them in his doctrine, Hearken;
Behold, there went out a sow er  to
sow." T hr ough this parable, Jesus
was tea ching the effectual works of
God's grace i n man's soul. Again, He
likened the Word to seed put in the
ground. He said the seed springs and
grows up and the ear th brings forth
fruit of itself. The Christian life is not
so much about "You can't do this or
that." Some people have developed
the attitude that Christianity is all
a bout "do's and don'ts." If you feel
that way, you are missing the mark.
Jesus sa i d  the seed springs and
grows up and brings forth fruit. Jesus
s tated, ". . . and the seed shoul d
spring and gr ow  up, he knoweth not
how. For the earth bringeth forth
fruit of herself. . . ."

What does this mean? You have
to  l e t the grace of God work in you,
and all that God requires of you will
be forthcoming. It is not a ma t ter that
you cannot go  cer tain places; you will
not want to go . I t  is not a matter that
you cannot do this or that; you do not
w a nt  to. Living right is easier than
living w r ong, because you were
made to live right ; however, you
have made yourself live wrong.

I remember when I was but
a boy, just before I was saved. That
w a s before man discovered the har m
that cigaret te smoking does to the
human body. We boys would stand
a r ound and watch the older fellows
smoke their cigarettes and then let
the smoke come out through the
holes in their heads. I can remember
looking at them and marveling. One
day a friend of mine said, "Would
you like to know how to do it?" I
said, "I wouldn't mind"; so he took
me behind the fence.

In those days we d a r ed  not be as
presumptuous  a nd  a s daring as
young people are tod a y. We had to
hide to do those things, because had
the neighbors caught us, they woul d
have chastised us as much as our
parents w ould have. There would
have been no use in our goi ng home
and telling our parents  tha t  S o-
a nd –So spanked us, beca us e our
parents would have found out why.
You may be thinking, "I'm glad tha t
I was not growing up in that age."
Perhaps if you had, you would not
have so many regrets in your life.
You need to understand that wrong
is wrong and right is right.

My friend lit  a cigarette and
began to dr aw in on it and then let
out the smoke. As  I stood there as a
child and watched him, I marveled.
Finally, he said, "Okay, now you tr y
i t ." So I tried it, but I coughed a nd
coughed. He s a i d , "Don' t worry
about that. You'll get over  it." I said,
"No, I don't want it." I am glad that I
did not get over it then, because I did
not have to try to get  over it later.
Praise the Lord! After tha t  experi-
ence, I do not even a dmire it any-
more.

The Grace of God Is as a Seed

The gr a ce of God in man's heart
is as a seed . I t  springs up, grows, and
brings forth fruit  o f  itself. You may
ask, "Do you mean that I don' t have
to do it?" It w i l l  do it for you. All you
have to supply is the will. The Bible
says that God w i ll work in you the
will .  He will be there to stir up the
will to do His w i l l .  When you look at
it from the scriptural point of view, it
is not  d i fficult to live right. If people
w ould allow the grace of God to have
its way in their lives, we would not
have to preach many things that  w e
are preaching today, beca us e the
people would be doing them.

Many times people increase the
burden on the hearts of their pastors
because they fa i l  to make room in
their lives  for the grace of God to
work. Jesus taught that the pr ocess is
i nvisible. The process of the works of
the grace of God in one's life is im-
perceptible f rom the natural point of
view. Nonetheless, i t  w i ll do the
w or k. That is just how it is with the
grace of God. The Apostle Paul wrote
in 2 Corinthians 5:17, "I f any man be
in Christ, he is a new cr ea ture: [He
does not ha ve to  try to be; he is a
new creature. This is where your
cooperati on comes in.] old things are
passed away [when you become a
new creature, you get a new nature,
a nd then the old things pass away];
behold, all things are become new."
God wi l l  s upply you with the will;
He will supply you with the desire to
do right, and He will remove the
desire to d o  wrong. Although the
process is invisible, it  i s  s ure. What is
the main thing that you need to cen-
ter your thoughts on? You need  to
get the seed into the ground. It is one
thing to let the seed come in, but you
must let it in to work. In too many
cases, the seed is lef t  l ying on the
gr ound. There is no hope of the seed
doing any good there; it must get
into the ground.

Jesus exercised care in choosing
the w or d s that He used because He
wanted to convey a mes s a ge. He
taught people many things thr ough
parables. Again, He said in verse 26
of our S cripture lesson, "So is the
kingdom of  God, as if a man should
cast seed into the gr ound." Notice
that He d id not say that you are to
drop the seed  on the ground or to lay
the seed on the ground , but rather
He said to cast the seed i nto the
ground . Some force is needed. You
may ask, "What do you mean? Are
you going to make me d o  it?" No,
you mus t  a l low the Word of God to
have its way with you, a nd  it will do
it.

The Word Produces Life

Hebrews 4 :12 says that the Word
of God is quick, not in the sense of it
being swift, but in the sense of it
being alive. T he Word of God is
alive and powerful. In John 6:63 Jesus
said, "The words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit, a nd they are
l i fe." Why must the seed be cas t?
Force must be used to get the seed
beneath the outer layers of people' s
minds.

There must also be pro jection.
The ground should be the aim, or the
projection, of a farmer. No one would
go through the city streets and scatter
9



seed and yet expect to reap a harvest.
Everyone has enough common sense
to know that seed will not grow on
concrete or asphalt. It must be cast
into the earth. When Jesus used the
term earth, He was ta l king about this
earthly house of clay. Some people
thi nk that as long as they go to
chur ch, they have done their part.
However, if you read Mark 4:3, you
will find tha t  Jesus said, "Hearken;
Behold, ther e went out a sower to
s ow ." In other words, Jesus was say-
ing, "Give me your attention. You
need to understand what this is a l l
about. It is as if a sow er is out sow-
i ng." A little later He said the sow er
sows the Word of God. We have to
get the seed into the ground.

Why did Jesus use this symbolic
expression? There a r e only one or
two reasons that the s eed does not get
into the ground. First, it is due to the
hardness, or the uncultivated state, of
the ground. In verse 4 Jesus brought
that out in the parable when He said,
"And it came to  pass, as he sowed,
some fell by the way side, a nd  the
fow l s of the air came and devoured it
up." Ther efor e, i t  was lost. The
Prophet Hosea, in his day, was called
upon by God to make known to the
people that they had to break up
thei r  fallow ground. No fa r mer
would plant seed without first culti -
vating the ground.

Friend, if you are going to get
anywhere with God, you must follow
the same pattern that others have
followed. This is what Jesus was out-
lini ng. It is good to be in church, but
if the Word of God is to do you any
good , it must be cultivated by the
work of God's  eternal Spirit on your
soul. That is where conviction comes
in.

Nowadays too many are trying to
do away with conviction. Si nce the
"new morality" has been enforced,
people have been ta ught to stay
away from any gui lt complex. Some
advise people, "Don't let yourself feel
guilty over anything." This is one
reason tha t  men today can callously
w a l k in someplace and open fire with
a gun and snuff out people's lives
without the least bit of regret. Some
10
of the most brutal crimes are commit-
ted today without remorse. 

Casting the Seed Into the Ground

Many peopl e go into church
buildings and leave w i thout  the
Word doing them any good. As a
result of that condition, the spi r itual
"rains" have been withheld. We are
facing the worst spiritual drought in
these last days. The souls of most
men have dr i ed  up, the services are
running out  o f  spirituality, and the
s houts of praise are vanishing. The
rejoicing in the Spirit  i s  becoming a
thing of the past. Ther efore, our gen-
eration stands powerless against the
upsurge of wickedness.

Wha t can be done about this
condition? We have to get the seed
into the ground . Unless the seed is
cast into the ground , it cannot germi-
nate. It will just stay on the s ur face
and dry up. An inward work is
needed on the soul, and it must be
d one by the eternal  S pi r i t  o f
Almighty God.

On every side we are faced with
wrecks of human lives. T here used to
be a time when such sights w er e
restricted to skid row, but that is  not
so anymore. Almost everywhere you
look and everywhere you go, you
see the wrecks  of human lives. It is
not that the Gospel has  lost its power
or that the church has become power -
less or ineffecti ve. It is due to the fact
tha t  the seed is not getting into the
ground. Read Jesus' words again in
M a rk 4:26-27: "So is the Kingdom of
God, as if a man should cast seed into
the ground; And should sleep, and
rise night and day [doing nothing] ,
and the seed should spring and grow
up, he knoweth not how." He d oes
not know how because he is not do-
ing anything. You may say, "You
ha ve to water the seed." You ca n
pour all the water you wa nt  on the
seed, but if the germ of life i s  not in
that seed, it will not  produce fruit. It
is not so much the watering that
brings forth the fruit. When divisi on
was wor ki ng i n the Corinthian
church and some were saying, "I am
of Paul," "I am of Cepha s ," "I am of
Apollos," or  "I  am of Christ," Paul
ca me down with force and declared,
in essence, "Who then is Paul? Who
is Cepha s? Who is Apollos? I have
planted, Apollos wa tered, but God
gave the increase." That is so today.

I  am striving to awaken you to
what Satan i s  really doing to people
in our generation behind the scenes.
It is good to gi ve attention to the
Word of God, but it is better to  give
yourself to the Word  of God. Jesus
said the sower knew not how the
ea r th brought forth fruit of itself. I f
you put the seed and the earth to-
gether, the seed will soon germinate,
because what the seed needs to  ger-
minate is in the earth. The earth
ca nnot bring forth fruit of itself with-
out the seed; but as long as  the seed
is ca s t into the ground, the earth is
going to bring forth fruit.

Paul made plain in 1 Corinthians
15 :3 6 -37 that it is not the seed that
you harvest; that seed dies. Jesus said
in John 1 2 :24, "Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground  and die, it abid-
eth alone." When the seed is ca s t into
the ground, it dies and  there it stays.
It distributes the germ of life there,
and then what do you s ee? First you
see the blade. Is that not what Jesus
said? You do not see the full cor n yet,
but you see the blade. Next, you s ee
the ear, and then the full corn.

In too many ca s es, the seed is left
l y i ng on the ground, and there is no
hope of it producing anything; it is
failing to produce all  tha t could be
produced. If the seed i s  ca st into the
ground, there wi l l  be a  change
around the country, just as there is
when a lea ven s oon leavens the
whole lump and transforms it. Today
many people expect legislators to
come up with cures for the evi ls of
our time. However, no law can fully
arrest wickedness. The law can re-
st rain it, but it takes the saving grace
of God to transform people's lives.

The Only Cure for Man's Ills

If you are a s moker, a drinker, or
a  drug addict, you will never find  a
cure in what goes  on in the rehabili-
tation centers. It is no wonder that



people have to frequent those places
so often. Where can you get help?
You can find help onl y  in God
through Christ. The Gospel that so
many are trampling and di sregard-
i ng i s the one thing that can cur e
your ills.

I believe that the worl d  i s in the
state it is in beca use religious folks
a r e i n the condition they are in. So
many r ebel and say, "You have no
right to talk to me that way." The
point is, if you are striving to go to
Heaven, the only way you can get
there is to go God's way. One of the
first thi ngs people must do in con-
templating the thought of going to a
foreign country is to inquire about
the conditions necess a r y to enter that
country. It is not enough just to find
out the conditions. Next, one must
comply with the condi t ions. Before
you step one foot into Heaven, you
must go through God's immigration
office.

You may s a y, "What do you
mea n? I didn't know that God had an
immigration office." After  death, you
will not go directly to Hea ven; first,
you must face the Judgment. The
B ible plainly states in Ecclesiastes
12:14, "For God sha l l  bring every
work into jud gment , w i th every
secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil." God will not let
people enter Heaven i n the s a d
s hape they are in. Why? They woul d
mess it up the moment they a rrived.
That is the reason the i d ea of the
devil having been in Hea ven is false.
People contend that the devil was in
Heaven because that would be their
only hope of getting there.

The Word must get into the
ground. If you do not make r oom in
your life for the Word and give the
Word room in your thoughts, it w i l l
not prod uce. That is the reason the
world fails to see the results of the
grace of God. When the church at
Jerusalem heard about Antioch re-
ceiving the Gospel and heard about
the grea t  works being done there,
the church said, "We had better look
i nto this," so they sent Barnaba s
down there.

I  d o not know what time Barna-
bas arrived in Antioch, but the Bible
says when he saw the grace of God,
he w a s glad. You may ask, "What
d oes the Scripture mean when it says
tha t  he saw the grace of God?" Barna-
bas had the grace of God , s o  he knew
the grace o f God when he saw it. No
doubt, he thought, "T hes e people
have the same thing we ha ve in
Jerusalem."

Therefore, he exhor ted them to
continue with purpose of heart. The
grace of God is something that one
can see in its  operation. So it is when
a  s eed is cast into the ground. You
see the oper a tion by its manifesta-
tion, or its works: fir s t ,  you see the
blade, then the ear, and then the full
corn.

I am convinced that ther e are
things going on today to awaken us
to how close we are to the end. Have
you noticed how great a  change is
coming about in thi s world? People
are now denouncing, r ejecting, ignor-
ing, trampling under foot, and t r eat-
ing as dirt the things they once held
sacred. The devil i s  on the loose, so
you need to be on your guard  and be
watchful, because he is  out  to bring
you down just as he has others.

Continual Spiritual Growth
Is Necessary

In our Scri pture lesson Jesus
spoke a bout incomplete conversion,
where an individual sought forgive-
ness for his sins, but he fell short
of regeneration. In other words, he
made a move, but he stopped short
of getting a real ex per i ence with
God. Jesus made this pl a i n in verse
25 of the Scripture text when He said,
"For  he that hath, to him shall be
gi ven: a nd  he tha t  ha th not ,
from him shall be taken even that
which he ha th." He w a s giving
a principle of the kingdom: a person
must continue to acquire T r uth and
gra ce or he will lose what he has.
When s pi r i tua l  gr ow th begi ns
to decline, it brings und esirable re-
sults . A Christian either grows or
degenerates.

God is striving earnest l y  to
impr ess upon your mind the danger
a nd the curse of apostasy. The per i l
of apostasy increases in proportion as
one decli nes spiritually. Many things
that have happened to individuals
today would not have happened had
they tended to their experience and
continued to grow.

Jesus stated in verses 24 -2 5 of our
Scripture lesson: "Take heed what ye
hear: with wha t  measure ye mete, it
shall be measured to you: and unto
you that hear shall more be given.
For he that hath, to him shall be
given: and he that hath not, from
him shall be taken even that which
he hath." What w a s  Jesus saying? If
you do not  let the grace of God
increase in your life, you wil l  lose it.

In John 12 :35 Jesus told the
people of His day, "Walk while ye
have the light, lest darknes s come
upon you." You ca nnot hold light just
until you feel that it is convenient for
you to w a l k in it. You must walk in
the light as He is in the light to  ma i n-
tain fellowship with Him. T hat is the
only way you can have fellowship
with Him and with others. Apostasy
takes place because peopl e decline in
their spirituality, or in their ex peri-
ence with God. 

Not ice that in verse 26 of our
Scripture text, Jesus did not say, "If a
man cast hi s  seed in the ground," but
He s a i d it is "as if a man should cast
seed into the ground." It is  likened to
a  per s on ca s t ing seed into the
ground; so is the K i ngd om of God.
The mes sage is preached and deliv-
ered to you, but you must let God
cultivate you through the Holy Spirit
in order for the Word to get into you
to develop. Some people go to chur ch
and then go out and spread gossip
and  say what the preacher never
even thought about saying. Others
go to church to argue a nd fuss and to
ma ke a "preacher  bur ger ." You
should want to l et  the seed come in to
improve your life.

God laid this  message on my
hea rt, and I believe He wants you to
get it. I hope that you wi l l  take your
Bible, look up to Heaven, and say,
"Lord, I want You to enli ghten me
and let me see what this message is
talking about." You might have con-
11



fidence in a preacher and think you
do not even need  to read your Bible;
therefore, you think you do not need
to wor r y. Friend, you cannot afford
that luxury. You need to search the
Scriptures. I want  you to follow along
with me and hold the Word on me.

You need to examine yours elf
i n the light of what Jesus  w a s
teaching, because if a similar work
is not taking place i n your experi-
ence, s omethi ng is wrong. This
work is a continual advancement.

The Power of Life Is
in the Seed

What have we learned in this
lesson so far? First, the principle of
salvation in the heart is  d i vine. Jesus
ma d e it plain when He said in vers e
27 of our S cripture text, ". . . he
knoweth not how." Therefore, he did
not have a thing to do with it. He ca st
the seed into the ground , and then
the ground and the seed did the rest.
In other words, getting the Word into
peopl e's hearts is all the preacher has
to worry about. The Word and the
people will d o  the rest, because just
a s  s ure as you obey the Word of God,
there will be results. Again, the seed
must be cast i nto (not onto) the
ground. The ter m ground here refers
to man's heart.

Fr i end, it is all right to have
r eligion in your mouth and in your
mind, but if it is not in your heart, it
will not pr oduce fruit. David said in
Psalm 119:11, "Thy word have I hid
in mine heart, that I might not sin
against thee." Notice tha t the power
of life, as far as our Scriptur e lesson
goes, is not in the ground; it is in the
seed. The seed must be ca st into the
ground, and then the ground can
bring forth fruit. The ground can
help the seed, but the gr ound cannot
produce without the seed. So it is
with us. You cannot live for God
without Hi m i n your heart. You can-
not live right unt i l  the principle of
right has been esta blished in your
heart. God  has to remove the desire
to  d o  w rong and put the desire to do
r i ght  in you. When you get right
withi n you, you will walk right, talk
12
right, act right, and  think right. You
will live right, and you w i ll be right.
Do you want to  know what is right
and what is wrong? First, you must
get r i ght , and then you will know
what is right. Groups are springing
up all around tha t call themselves the
Church of God, but I learned a long
time ago that anyone can take a little
black paint  and write "Church of
G od " over the door of a church build-
ing. Never thel es s , that does not
make the people w ho attend there
the Church of God any more than
putting the l a bel "honey" on a bottle
of poison converts the po i s on to hon-
ey. It might be labeled honey, but i f
you were to eat it, you know w ha t
the result would be.

You are going to have to be
saved. In Acts 2:40 you can read that
Peter told the people on the Day of
Pentecost, "Save yourselves from this
untow a r d  generation." On ever y
hand, people a r e complaining that
this Christian wa y is getting too nar-
row, too stringent, and too restrictive.
T hey say it has too many rules and
regulations . Do you know what I tell
such people where I pastor? It only
becomes rules and regulations when
you have backslidden. Before you
were backslidden, it wa s the will of
God. However, if you backslide, you
forfeit the grace of God in your heart,
and it becomes empty r ules and
regulations. 

Heed the Warning

We must hold the l i ne where it
belongs. God, through the Prophet
Isaiah, said in Isaiah 62:6, "I  have set
watchmen upon thy wal l s , O Jerusa-
lem, which shall never hold their
peace day nor night." The w a tch-
ma n' s  duty is to see the sword com-
ing and to war n the people. The
Bible says those who ta ke the warn-
ing will deliver thei r  souls. The
ground can help the seed, but  the
ground cannot produce without the
seed. So it is with each of us. God's
grace must be in the heart  for the life
to be productive in spiritual things. 

Peter said in 1 Peter 1:22-23:
"Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the
Spirit unto  unfeigned [genuine] love
of the brethren [you can pretend to
l ove the brethren, but if you real l y
love them, it will ma ke a difference],
s ee that ye love one another with a
pur e heart fervently: Being bor n
again, not of corr uptible seed [we are
not  born of corruptible seed, or of
that which corrupts], but of incorrupt-
ible, by the w ord of God, which liv-
eth and abideth for ever."

That which works salvation in
our lives i s incorruptible. Some may
wond er , "Then where is all the cor-
r upt i on in religious organizations
coming from?" It is not comi ng from
the Word. You may say, "Well, they
all are preaching the Bible." You can
take the Book and get about any-
thing you want from it. You may
twist it and turn it to fit any condition
in your life. However, you can only
wrest the Scriptures to your own
destruction. The Wor d of God cannot
be broken.

It takes the divine power of God
i n the soul to produce the Christi a n
li fe. Notice that Jesus did not say that
ma n is the one who casts the seed ;
He said it is "as if man should cast
seed into the ground." Jesus told the
people of Hi s  day in Matthew 15:13,
"Every plant, which my hea venl y
Father hath not pl anted, shall be
r ooted up." Why is it going to  be
rooted up? Because it i s  a  weed and
not wheat.

You do not ha ve to do much
to get  w eed s  to grow, but you
must attend to anything o f conse-
quence to get it to grow. Therefore, to
be a Chris t ian, God's grace must
be planted  i n your soul; that is the
onl y  w a y. You cannot become
catechi z ed, cultured, or trained into
Chr i s t i a ni ty ; you must be bor n
again.

The Process of Grace
in the Heart

The next po i nt we have learned
from this lesson is that the process of
grace in the heart may be gradual,
but it is progressive and  ef fective. I
am not speaking fr om the standpoint



of God's divine power working at
conversion. I am speaking from the
standpoint of the end product. When
God saves a man, He does not take a
year, a month, a week, or even a day
to do it. He makes one a new crea -
ture just as He made Eve.

He put Adam to  sleep, and when
he awoke, God presented E ve to
him, and she was fully grown. Adam
did not have to wait for her to grow
up. She was ready to go as soon as
G od  created her. Now, I am not tell-
ing you that God's initial w ork of
salva t i on is not progressive. I am
talking about that which is the l ong-
term aim of G od ' s divine work in our
l ives. The end product of salvati on
will gradually unfold  i n our lives; it
i s  progressive. It is not the s a me
thing from one year to another, or
even fr om one week to another.
Nowadays some people are so far
removed from what God intended
that they say from one w eek to an-
other, "Services will be as us ua l ." Do
not go expect i ng anything unusual.
It will be as usual, because they are
as usual.

When Jesus said  "first the blade,"
He was referring to the ea r l iest
movings of God on the soul : convic-
tion. When He said "then the ear,"
He was referring to the new nature,
something others can s ee. Then He
used the term "the full cor n," mean-
ing the fruits of the Christian cha r ac-
ter in the li fe. To sum it up, Jesus
said first the blade, or the movi ng of
God; second, the ear, or the experi-
ence, when the character of a Chris-
tian starts to develop. If you were a
thief , you would stop stealing. If you
were a liar, you would stop lying. I f
you were a crook, you would become
honest.

Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:3-10:
"Blessed be the God and Father of
our  Lord Jesus Christ, which accord-
ing to his abunda nt  mercy hath be-
gotten us again unto a lively hope by
the resurrection o f  Jesus Christ from
the dead, To an inheritance incor-
ruptible, and undef i l ed , and that
fadeth not away, reser ved in heaven
for you, Who are kept  by the power
of God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed i n the last time.
"Wherein ye greatly  r ejo i ce,

though now for a season, if need be,
ye are in heaviness through manifol d
temptations: That the trial of your
faith, being much more precious than
of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with f i re, might be found unto
praise and  honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Chri s t : Whom
ha ving not seen, ye love; in whom,
though now ye s ee him not, yet be-
lieving, ye rejoice with joy unspeak-
a ble and full of glory: Receiving the
end of your  faith, even the salvation
of your souls. Of which s a lvation the
prophets have inquired a nd searched
d i ligently, who prophesied of  the
grace that should come unto you."

Peter wrote in 2 Peter  1:4-7:
"Whereby are given unto us exceed-
ing great and precious  promises: that
by these ye might be partakers o f  the
d i vi ne nature, having escaped the
corruption that  i s  i n the world
through lust. And beside this , giving
all diligence, add to your faith [He
said in Acts 16:31, 'Believe on the
Lord Jes us Christ, and thou shall be
saved.' So far, so good ; then what
must you add to your faith?] vi rtue;
and  to virtue knowledge; And to
know l ed ge temperance; a nd  to
temperance patience; and to patience
godliness; And to godl i ness brotherly
ki ndness; and to brotherly kindness
charity." All of this will na turally
follow in the life of a Christian.

Christianity is a divine work
from start to finish. Without this di-
vi ne work, there will be no evidence
of Christ in one's life. The w hol e life
will be out of divine order. What is
the divine purpose of God  i n the
souls of men and women? The Bible
says it is to bring ma turity, to bring
forth fruit.  When fruit is brought
for th, then the reaping comes. Then
comes the reapi ng of souls down
here. This is the object of God's gra-
cious dealings in men's l i ves. God
never intended for the Chr i s t i a n
experience to be only a matter of
enjoyment. Ther e i s  s omething to
enjoy in the Christian experience, but
the object of the Chri s t ian experience
is not mere enjoyment . It is to bring
forth fruit.
Consecrating Your Service
to the Lord

Jesus said in John 15:16, "Ye have
not  chosen me, but I have chosen
you, and ordained  you, that ye
should go and bring forth fruit." He
made i t  plain that there are about
three conditions that you can be in: a
condition in which you are not bea r -
ing any fruit, a condition in which
you are barely bearing fruit, and a
condition in which you are beari ng
much fruit . Any way you look at this
experience, it is a steady progressive-
ness, or a steady moving forward.

Young person, let me appeal to
you. The older saints wi l l  soon be
less active or off the stage of action.
About the only ones who are striving
to hold things in check a r e those from
the "old school." If you ha ve any
concern for  your children and grand-
chi ldren, this is the time for personal
commitment on your part. Who will
rise to take the torch of Truth and
carry it forward? You may say, "God
will provide." However , too many
times He was unable to do so in Hi s
dealings with old Israel, when they
disobeyed and wandered awa y from
G od . He will be unable to do so to -
d a y if you continue to be heedless
and indifferent. The ca ll of God is
still as it was in 1 Chr onicles 29:5,
"Who then is willing to consecrate his
service this d a y unto the LORD?" I
will guarantee you that it will pay
many more dividends than whatever
money you can put in organizations,
corporations, or the ba nks of the
l a nd. The best investment you can
make is committing your life to God .

You may say, "But look at what
I will miss." Yes, but  do not look only
in terms of the natural. Look at what
you w i l l  miss if you fail to do this in
the light of spiritual things. We all
are traveling on a jour ney. One by
one, we will leave this world, and
sooner or later, each of us will be
gone. And then what?

I have alw a ys thought about
people who live s eventy, eighty,
ninety, or a hundred years  on this
earth comi ng up to the Judgment
w i th not one thing to show for all the
13



years they lived in this life. What
they labored for will go up in smoke.
Peter wrote in 2  Peter  3:10-11: " . . .
the earth also and the works that are
therein shall be burned  up. Seeing
then that all these things sha ll be
dissolved, what manner of persons
14
ought ye to be in all holy conversa -
tion and godliness?"

Let me beg you to turn G od  l oose
i n your life, to turn the Holy Ghos t
loose in your life, a nd  to turn the
Wor d of God loose in your life. You
will be better for  ha ving done it, the
church will be better because you did
it, and the world will be better too.
Then, in the end, you w i l l  reap life
everlasting. May God bless you.

(Cassette C-2789M)
One afternoon as a preacher  i n Hyde Park, London,
was on the point of dismissing his audience, he was
stopped by someone touching him on the arm. He turned
around and saw whose appearance a nd attire evidently
showed that he hailed "from the country," who, address-
ing the pr eacher, earnestly asked to be allowed to speak
a word to the people and tell them the story of  hi s  conver-
s i on, which had taken place but a few weeks before. At
first the prea cher  demurred, knowing the prejudices of
L ondoners and at the same time fearing the man mi ght
undo the impr es s ion already made. However, as he
persisted in his request, and only asked for a few minutes
of time, the preacher tol d  him he might stand on the form
a nd say what was on his mind. He spoke with a  br oa d ,
country accent, and this, w ith his happy face and heartfelt
ma nner, secured him a good audience and r i veted
attention. His story was to the following effect:

The gentleman who ha s  jus t  spoken to you has given
me leave to tell you what's in my heart and has been
there this few weeks past. I am a poor laboring ma n, and
never being no 'schola r d ,'  you can't expect me to talk
much grammar. So you'll excuse my simple way and let
me tell you how the Lord saved my soul. I was ploughing
for my master  i n a field beside the road, and just sat down
agen' the fence nearest to it to have my bi t  o f  br ead and
cheese, the horses standing i n the furrow at the head-
lands, w hen I  s ees a gentleman leaning over the gate
l ooking out at the prospect. Presently he spies me a nd
comes across the gate to where I was sitting. He said it
was a fine day, and I said it was so with the b l essing of
God, as we always says down in them parts, not thinking
nothing about God all the time. How ever , he pulls me up
sharp though in a kindly voi ce, and says he, "Do you
know  the blessing of God in saving your soul?" It quite
took me aback, and I says, "Of course we all wants to be
saved and hopes we shall afore we comes to die." Then he
spoke a great deal to me, as I never heard the likes in my
life, about being born again a nd  a l l to that away. Before
he goes, he takes out a book and says, "I should like to
give you this. Will you read this chapter where I turned
the lea f  down?" I thanked him with all my heart; but told
him I was no 'scholard,' never having had no book
learning. "Well," says he, "never mind that; you get the
first person you see who can read to read thi s  chapter to
you." So he left the book, a nd  I've never seen him from
that time.

After a bi t ,  a s  I sat on the bank, thinking in a dazed
way of what I had been told, with my mi nd  all in a
muddle, I hea r s  a  boy coming lumping along home from
school, whistling some tune to  hi ms elf. Thinks I, he'll do!
So I  ca l l s , "Hey, boy! Come here!" He comes over. So I
tells him to  s i t  d own just there beside me and read me out
of a book a gentleman gave me.

I asked him, "Can you read?" "Aye, ca n I, and write
my own name too." He reads away a nd  I  sits listening
w ith all my might. He reads about a man what  ca me to
Jesus by night, and I never knew anything take such
hold on me as them w or d s  did. I had often heard sermons
with fine long words, but these came right home to me,
and I w as wholly stammered when he read about being
born again, for tha t  w a s what the gentleman was saying
to me before. Then I lost what he read for a bit for thi nk-
ing to myself. "Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the Kingdom of God ." Now, I want to go to Heaven, and
I  a l w ays thought  i f  a  ma n d i d  the bes t  he

[continued on page 16]



"Sam, Step
Forward"
Sam was the son of Christian
parents, and in early youth, he had
given his heart to the Lord. At school
he had already experienced that God
hears and answers the prayers of His
children. This knowledge had taught
him never to start the day without
prayer to God.

It was a difficult step for him to
go from his peaceful home to the
rough reality of camp life, but he
was no coward. With joyful heart, he
fulfilled his duties as a soldier. His
friends thought well of him, but
gradually their attitude changed
because he would not join them in
singing worldly songs. Just to listen
to their frivolous songs and filthy
conversation was very painful to
him and caused him to turn to the
Lord for strength to remain faithful.
His comrades started to tease him,
and before long they openly ridi-
culed him.

Gradually, the number of those
who were against him increased. As
a Christian, his path became more
and more lonely. Eventually this
came to the notice of the Captain,
who knew Sam as a man above
reproach and as one of his best sol-
diers. It annoyed him to hear the
report that he was so religious, and
he wanted to liberate him from this.

One beautiful morning when the
Captain reviewed his company (and
found everything in order), his at-
tention was drawn to Sam. What an
example of a soldier! Suddenly, the
Captain ordered, "Sam, step for-
ward!" He stood before the Captain,
who commanded in the hearing of
all, "Sing your favorite song in the
presence of the company." Such an
unusual command startled him, but
he must obey, not his Captain, but
also his Savior and Lord. After a
silent prayer he began singing:

When peace like a river, attendeth
my way,

When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught

me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

The first verse was finished. He
was happy in the consciousness of
having done what was pleasing
before God. "Continue," cried the
Captain.

Tho' Satan should buffet, 
Tho' trials should come
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless

estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my

soul.

My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious
thought—

My sin—not in part, but the whole,
Was borne on the cross, and I bear it

no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

O my soul!

The Captain remained silent
and tears rolled down his cheeks.
With joyful heart, gazing heaven-
ward, Sam continued:
And, Lord, haste the day when the
faith shall be sight,

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trump shall resound and the Lord

shall descend,
"Even so"—it is well with my soul.

Our friend had entirely forgotten
where he was. As a victor he stood
in the midst of the defeated ones.

"Sam, step back! Would to God,
the whole company only sang such
songs," the Captain said in a sub-
dued voice. He was deeply touched,
for he also knew the hymn and used
to sing it himself. The memory of his
departed mother came before him
now. He seemed to hear her last
words of admonition. He knew the
way of salvation but had failed to
accept it. He could not stand to be
ridiculed. In reality, the brave cap-
tain had been a coward. Sam, his
subordinate, had indeed done better,
and what folly to think of delivering
him by trying to make him a laugh-
ing stock before the whole company.
Now the Captain was the defeated
one and was not ashamed of his
tears. He decided that this day must
be the turning point in his life.

The whole company had seen
the tears of their Captain, and not
one was seen laughing. The hymn
Sam had sung had touched all and
stirred them deeply. From that day
on, there was a marked change in
the esteem of his comrades, and God
blessed his faithfulness in testifying
for the Lord Jesus. There was no
more scorn or derision for our
15



How  to Be Happy

Keep your heart free from hate

and your mind free from worry,

live simply, expect little, give much,

sing often, pray always,

forget self, think of others and their feelings,

fill your heart with love, scatter sunshine.

These are tried links

in the golden chain of contentment.

                                                          
[You, Me, or Anybody Else— continued from page 14]

could and paid his way and loved his neighbor, what
more could he do? and he would surely go to Heaven at
the end; but this floored me—this being born again—I
was sure I wasn't this, though I didn't know rightly what
it meant. I knew I ought to be different to what I was, but
this seemed something beyond me and didn't mean my
being different in myself, but out of myself altogether,
something straight from Heaven. I kept thinking these
thoughts and wondering; then I again caught up with the
boy reading, and the words he read so made my heart
jump with the strange feeling that I had got it at last, and
yet hadn't got it and was frightened of losing it. I called
out to him to stop and to read that last bit over again to
me.

As he read—what he told me was the sixteenth
verse—the light began to shine in my heart, and I
thought, "This is what being born again means, this
explains it." I know now it was the Holy Spirit of God
speaking through them words, "For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life" (John 3:16).

Yet, I couldn't half think it was for me, and there
was one word that seemed to me the chief word that I
couldn't understand. So I asked the boy, "Can you tell me
what that this word whosoever means?" But he seemed to
know as little as myself; he looked this way and that, as
boys do, but couldn't see the meaning nowhere. Then he
said, "I can't for the life of me tell you what it means." But
I wasn't to be put off; I was too anxious, so I urged him
to think again. "You're such a good 'scholard,' and can
write your own name, surely you know what this word
means."

He said, "I can't unless it means you, me, or anybody
else."

"Well," says I, "why didn't you say that at first. I can
understand that easy enough. Now, read that verse over
again, if you please, and put them words in instead of the
long one." So, slowly and carefully, he read over again,
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that you, me, or anybody else believing in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life."
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I lifted up my heart and thanked God there and then
for such mercy to a sinner like me. His love was so
wonderful, and those words made it all plain that it was
for me. I got the boy to say the verse over and over again,
walking by me as I went on with my ploughing, until I
knew it myself as well. The rest of that afternoon my
heart was singing for joy, and as I followed the plough
up and down in the furrow I kept repeating the words
over to myself, getting fresh understanding of them
every time.

Now if you go down to my country and want to find
me, all you'll have to do is to ask where "Whosoever" lives,
for that's the nickname they gave me then, and the little
children cry out when I pass them, "There's Whosoever!"

"There goes old Whosoever!" But I don't mind,
indeed I rejoice, for I'm on the winning side, and I would
that all ye who hear me now take your place as one of
these "whosoevers." If not, ye must be among the other
"whosoevers" in Revelation 20:15. "And whosoever—you,
me, or anybody else—was not found written in the book of
life was cast into the lake of fire."

Friend, ask yourself, "Among which am I now?"

Selected
friend, and rarely was there any
singing heard in which he could not
join. By his decided testimony for
his Lord and Savior, he became a
guide to salvation for many of his
comrades.

How is it with you, dear
unsaved young person? Are you
going on without Christ because you
do not have courage to receive Him
into your life and make a definite
stand for Him? Is it not true that
deep down in your heart you know
you are not right with God and that
you need Christ as your Savior, but
you are ashamed to take a stand for
Him before your fellowmen? An
endless eternity is before you in
Heaven or hell, and it depends upon
your decision which one it will be. If
you will receive Christ, it will be
Heaven. On the other hand, if you
go on, too cowardly to take a stand
for Him, it will be hell.

"That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved" (Romans 10:9).

Selected
                                                               



James 1:26 If any man among you

seem to be religious, and bridleth not his

tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this

man's religion is vain. 

27 Pure religion and undefiled before

God and the Father is this, To visit the

fatherless and widows in their affliction,

and to keep himself unspotted from the

world.

Brother Charles Ferguson
Religion Versus Pure Religion

The Book of James is a writing of
everyday living. He wrote of the
Christian experience and of how one
ought to conduct himself in the
things of God. Today many people
have religion. Religion can be many
things, but basically I think about it
in two ways. For instance, a man can
go to a bar religiously, watch televi-
sion religiously, or do many other
things religiously; in other words, he
may do something consistently.
Many people attend church services
religiously, yet they do not have
salvation. They do not have the pure
religion that James wrote about. You
see, there is religion, and then there
is "pure religion." May God help you
to understand the difference. 

The visible manifestation of pure
religion is righteousness, or holiness.
Often I think of the great message
that the Church of God has. It is a
beautiful message. Why God ever
bothered to show it to me, I will
never know, but I am glad He did!
People may claim there are numer-
ous other ways to manifest it, but
dear one, there is only one way
according to the Bible; that is the
Church of God way. 

It is not hard for us to think of
Israel of old as being one people, or
one nation. Yet today when it comes
to religion, the modern way of
thinking is "Whichever way you
want to go is all right." On the
contrary, it is not all right. God still
has only one people. When I see
much of the turmoil, the strife, the
envy, the bitterness, and the hatred
that is around the church (mind you,
I did not say in the church), it
saddens me. Nevertheless, I know
what is right, and I am not about to
go any other direction. 

Many religions are not pure, and
the people do not possess salvation.
Salvation is pure religion, and pure
17



religion is salvation. I am glad there
is a way that is pure and upright in
the sight of God. A portrayal of false
religion can be found in the first
chapter of the Book of Isaiah. We
find there a people who were sup-
posed to be, or had once been, the
people of God. Verses 1-15 read:
"The vision of Isaiah the son
of Amoz, which he saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem in the days
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

"Hear, O heavens, and give ear,
O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I
have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled
against me. The ox knoweth his
owner, and the ass his master's crib:
but Israel doth not know, my people
doth not consider. Ah sinful nation,
a people laden with iniquity, a seed
of evildoers, children that are
corrupters: they have forsaken the
LORD, they have provoked the Holy
One of Israel unto anger, they are
gone away backward. Why should
ye be stricken any more? ye will
revolt more and more: the whole
head is sick, and the whole heart
faint. From the sole of the foot even
unto the head there is no soundness
in it; but wounds, and bruises,
and putrifying sores: they have not
been closed, neither bound up,
neither mollified with ointment.
Your country is desolate, your cities
are burned with fire: your land,
strangers devour it in your presence,
and it is desolate, as overthrown by
strangers. 

"And the daughter of Zion is left
as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge
in a garden of cucumbers, as a be-
sieged city. Except the LORD of hosts
had left unto us a very small rem-
nant, we should have been as Sod-
om, and we should have been like
unto Gomorrah. Hear the word of
the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give
ear unto the law of our God, ye peo-
ple of Gomorrah. To what purpose
is the multitude of your sacrifices
unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of
the burnt offerings of rams, and the
fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in
the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or
18
of he goats. When ye come to appear
before me, who hath required this at
your hand, to tread my courts? 

"Bring no more vain oblations;
incense is an abomination unto me;
the new moons and sabbaths, the
calling of assemblies, I cannot away
with; it is iniquity, even the solemn
meeting. Your new moons and your
appointed feasts my soul hateth:
they are a trouble unto me; I am
weary to bear them. And when ye
spread forth your hands, I will hide
mine eyes from you: yea, when ye
make many prayers, I will not hear:
your hands are full of blood."

What a charge God lodged
against those people! They had
drifted away from God. They had
backslidden, but they did not give
up their religious profession. They
continued to go through the same
motions they went through when
they were living in the will of God.
God said, "Who hath required this at
your hand [to appear before me]?"
In verse 15 He said, "I will hide mine
eyes from you: yea, when ye make
many prayers. I will not hear," yet
they went on in their wickedness.
This account gives a picture of false
religion. 

The Holy Way

The world is full of false
religion. I praise God for the Truth!
Sometimes when people sit under
the Truth and do not measure to it,
it does not move them anymore. The
world is changing, but it is not
changing for the better. Ministers
say that repeatedly, but it does not
seem to soak into people's minds.
People say, "Oh, well, we've heard
that before," and they just let it go at
that. Dear one, you need to have a
love and an appreciation for pure
religion. 

Once I labored in a small church
in Idaho, and there were approxi-
mately thirteen churches in that
town. I was the only one that I know
of who taught holiness, or sin-free
living. Even where I pastor now,
you can find religions of all kinds,
but I do not know of one church that
teaches holiness. Dear one, there is
only one way that leads to Heaven,
and that is the holy way. You cannot
get there any other way. Someone
may tell you that you can go another
route, but it does not make it so, no
matter how often you hear it. 

Salvation is of God, and it is
pure. There is just one kind of sal-
vation, and that is uncorrupted
salvation; and it will always be
uncorrupted. I want you to read a
few Scriptures concerning salvation.

Moses said in Exodus 15:2, "The
LORD is my strength and song, and
he is become my salvation." God is
our salvation. As many ministers
have said in times past, salvation is
not in church joining, and it is not in
getting your name on the books or
attending church (although church
attendance is a necessary part of it).
Salvation is something much more.
It is coming to the place where you
know that you are born of the Spirit
of God. Jesus said in John 3:7, "Ye
must be born again." He did not say,
"Perhaps it will be all right if you act
as if you are," but He said, "Ye must
be born again." 

Psalm 3:8 tells us, "Salvation
belongeth unto the LORD." That is
where it comes from, and that is
where it is. Psalm 25:5 says, "For
thou art the God of my salvation."
Psalm 119:155 states, "Salvation is
far from the wicked." Dear one,
wicked people and sinners do not
possess salvation. They cannot pos-
sess it until they come to Christ. He
is the source of all good, and with-
out Him we cannot have salvation. 

Isaiah 12:3 says, "Therefore with
joy shall ye draw water out of the
wells of salvation." You can draw
from the wells of salvation today.
You can know Him. 

In Luke 1:69 we read, "And hath
raised up an horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David."
Verse 77 says, "To give knowledge
of salvation unto his people by the
remission of their sins." Only one
religion is pure. Salvation is always
pure. You cannot have salvation
unless it is pure. Praise God for His
mercy and kindness to us! 



Being Faithful

Christ is pure religion and
salvation. When you have Him, you
have both. I have heard people say
that they are Christians but that they
are not religious. Well, you cannot
be a Christian without being reli-
gious. On Wednesday night, Sunday
morning, and Sunday evening, my
neighbors can almost set their clocks
by me. My garage door goes up and
I drive down the street to the house
of God. They might think that I am
the most religious man they have
ever seen, but praise God, that suits
me. When it comes time to go to the
house of God, I am going unless I
am sick or incapacitated. If you have
real salvation, when the church door
is open, you will be walking through
it. Pure religion will cause you to be
faithful to the house of God. It will
cause you to want to do what you
can to further the good of the local
congregation. 

If you cannot make it to church,
you ought to call your pastor and let
him know why you cannot be there.
You should not stay away and cause
the pastor to wonder about you. 

I know of an incident when
a couple went on a two-month
vacation and did not tell anyone
where they were going or anything
about their trip. They traveled here
and there and ended up in the state
where they were originally from. 

Meanwhile, their son was
returning from a hunting trip and
was killed. No one knew where his
mother and father were, so they had
his funeral and buried him. Some-
one corresponded with a friend of
theirs in the state they were from
and told the person about the death
of the couple's son. About that time,
the couple visited the home of the
one who received the letter, so the
woman said to the couple, "I'm so
sorry to hear about the death of your
son." The couple replied, "What?
What do you mean?" She said,
"Well, don't you know? Your son
was killed in a accident two or three
weeks ago." They were devastated.

You can go away and fail to tell
anyone if you want to, but there
could be a price to pay. You should
not have the attitude, "I'm going to
get away, and it is no one else's busi-
ness." Dear one, that is a bad atti-
tude. 

Acts 4:12 says, "Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we
must be saved." There is just no
other way to be saved. If you have
Jesus, you have it all. I praise the
Lord for His goodness and for pure
religion! The world is full of
religion, and every religion takes on
the character of its source. A stream
or a spring is no better than its
source. Likewise, religion is no
better than its source. If it comes
from God, it is good; but if it comes
from human instrumentality, it is
not good, and it will never get you
to Heaven. 

False Religion

Roman Catholicism was born
out of an apostasy in approximately
A.D. 270. The Islamic religion
came into being in approximately
A.D. 616. Someone in a cave had
a vision (about 616 years too late to
be the Church of God). It was born
out of humanity, and that is all it
will ever be. There are approxi-
mately 1.3 billion Islamics in the
world. This means that if you should
pass six men on the street, one of
them could be an Islamic, theoreti-
cally. The Islamic religion is not pure
religion. 

Lutheranism was born in A.D.
1530. I worked in a shop with a man
who was the president of the board
of twelve hundred elders of a Lu-
theran church. I was working on a
part one day at the mill, and I had a
print about ten feet long on the wall.
When I cranked my mill, I could
look up at the print and see what I
was doing. That Lutheran man
worked in the shop with me, and he
did not know where the print was
that I was using. As he was hunting
for the print, he did not think about
coming to me and looking at the
wall. The longer he looked for it, the
angrier he became, and the more he
cursed and swore as he walked up
and down the aisles. 

As I heard him carrying on,
I said, "Hey, Carl, I've got the print
on the wall right there." Oh, then he
really lost his temper and began
to curse even more. I thought,
"Wow! I don't have to put up with
this." So, I went out in the aisle and
said, "Hey, guys, how would you
like Carl to be the Sunday school
teacher for your children? Listen to
what he says. How would you like
him to teach your children in Sun-
day school?" He wilted like a cut-off
flower. That is just one example of
religion that is not pure. Although
there are some good people in false
religion, they had better hunt for
pure religion. 

Jehovah's Witnesses came into
being around A.D. 1870, through
Charles Taze Russell. They are not
Jehovah's witnesses; they are
Russellites. They are not God's
witnesses, because they live in sin. 

The Assembly of God, with its
headquarters in Springfield, Mis-
souri, came into being in Los
Angeles in A.D. 1906. They are
not the Church of God. In my forty-
one years as a Christian, I have
worked in the shop with many of
them, and none of those men that I
worked with had pure religion. In
other words, they did not live holy
lives. 

Protestantism is of a human
source, and its people will never
get any higher than that. A brother
once told me that his young people
sang a little song in the choir
that said, "You'll never get to Heav-
en in a putt-putt car, 'cause it just
won't putt you that far." These reli-
gions will never take you to Heaven.

Everyone Who Has This
Hope Purifies Himself

If a minister cannot say to the
people who sit under his ministry,
"If you will follow my footsteps,
they will lead you to Heaven," he
should sit down. Being a minister is
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serious business! 
Amidst all the false religion,

there is still pure religion. I thank
God for that! Jesus is wonderful. He
is the beginning of God's creation.
Colossians 1:18 reads, "And he is the
head . . . that in all things he might
have the preeminence." As you
stand at the Judgment, you are go-
ing to stand before Jesus, and He
will do the judging and will send
you to Heaven or hell, according to
your deeds. There is no in between.
May God help you. 

Dear one, pure religion is pure
in its source. Jesus is pure. First Pe-
ter 2:22 tells us that He did no sin.
There is no sin or impurity in Jesus,
and there is no sin in His bride, the
church. 

Pure religion is pure in princi-
ple, and it will uplift you. It will
cause you to walk uprightly and to
be holy. It will cause you to pay
your debts and to be honest. Also, it
will cause you to dress modestly
and to do right. God will help you to
do what is right. 

Pure religion is pure in its influ-
ence. It will change the whole course
of your life. Being a Christian is the
greatest challenge, and the greatest
life under the sun. It is still great,
and I love it. When I was young, if
someone did me wrong, I would say
in my heart, "I will get you if it's the
last thing I ever do." I carried bitter-
ness and animosity in my heart for
20
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many years, but God changed all of
that. 

Pure religion is pure in its mani-
festations. It is full of good works. It
will cause you to treat your neigh-
bors and your loved ones right. It
will cause you to be loving, kind,
and considerate. In too many cases,
those who claim to be the Church of
God are living too close to the
world. Sometimes it is hard for me
to tell whether or not they have
really been born again. Why is it that
some people who claim to be Chris-
tians want to walk so close to the
world? It seems that they want to
walk near the edge instead of away
from the precipice. 

Pure religion will keep you clean
from the world. Second Corinthians
7:1 reads, "Having therefore these
promises, dearly beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God." First
Peter 1:15-16 says: "But as he which
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy
in all manner of conversation; Be-
cause it is written, Be ye holy; for I
am holy." We read in Hebrews 12:14,
"Follow peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord." First John 3:2-3,
and 7 state: "Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see
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him as he is. And every man that
hath this hope in him purifieth him-
self, even as he is pure. . . . Little
children, let no man deceive you:
he that doeth righteousness is
righteous, even as he is righteous." 

Dear one, there are not two
kinds of righteousness; there is only
one. The righteousness of Jesus is
what you ought to have. Many peo-
ple in the religious world say, "Jesus
was different than we are." First
John 3:7 states, "He that doeth righ-
teousness is righteous, even as he
[Christ] is righteous." The righteous-
ness that I have is not my own. I
received it from my Savior. He is
pure. His purpose, His thoughts, His
actions, and His deeds are pure. He
is the essence of purity. He cannot
be more pure than He is. 

I trust that if you have a need
in your life, you will get it taken care
of. Some time ago, I talked to some-
one who had a controversy with
another person, and he refused to
straighten out the problem at that
time. I said, "What if you happen to
die before you get it taken care of?"
Friend, you do not know whether or
not you will take another breath.
If you say, "Maybe I will take care
of it tomorrow," you need to remem-
ber that tomorrow may not come
for you. Won't you get things
straightened out now?

(Cassette 5259M)
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Acts 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at;
but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 

31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will
 

Brother Ca
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from the dead. 
lvin Foster
"Godly Sorrow Worketh
Repentance"

The word repentance means to be
sorry that you have sinned and done
wrong. To repent is to change your
mind and your purpose. True Bible
repentance produces a changed life.
When the Apostle Paul spoke to the
people of Athens on Mars Hill, he
said, ". . . now commandeth all men
every where to repent." Today God
is commanding all people to do the
same. Some things in the Bible are
hard to understand, but repentance
is not one of them. 
John the Baptist preached
repentance. In Matthew 3:11 he said,
"I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance: but he that cometh
after me is mightier than I. . . ."
Going back to verse 2, we find that
John said, "Repent ye: for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand." Jesus
Christ preached repentance also.
Matthew 4:16-17 states: "The people
which sat in darkness saw great
light; and to them which sat in the
region and shadow of death light is
sprung up. From that time Jesus
began to preach, and to say, Repent:
for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand." 
In Luke 5:31-32 Jesus said, "They

that are whole need not a physician;
but they that are sick. I came not to
call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance." Jesus did not come to
call the righteous, or people who
already claim to know God. He
came to call those who are honest
enough to admit that they are sin-
ners before God. He is calling the
one who will say, "I am living in sin.
I know that I am not living right."
He is seeking anyone who feels
sorry that he has sinned and wants
to change his ways and his purpose
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and wants to turn his life around.
Unless you repent the Bible way,

you cannot build a spiritual life
acceptable to God. Godly sorrow
coming from within the heart leads
a person to repentance. Are you
tired of the way you are living?
When everything you do turns
against you, you need God in your
life. You might have lost your repu-
tation or your health, but you do not
have to lose your soul. My friend, do
you feel sorry about your lost condi-
tion before God? Are you sick of
your sin and the sorrow and sadness
it brings? I know what that is like,
because I have been there. Once I
had sorrow and sadness from the
misery of living in sin. The shame
from within my own heart led me to
repent and change my life. 

In 2 Corinthians 7:10 we read,
"For godly sorrow worketh repen-
tance to salvation not to be repented
of: but the sorrow of the world
worketh death." Jesus Christ came
into the world to call all men to
repent. Each individual must repent
the Bible way. Many people believe
in repentance, but very few preach
and practice it. Oh, they say they
believe it, but they do not really
preach it and live it. 

Worldly Sorrow

Many people are ignorant and
in darkness about what true Bible
repentance is. They think they have
repented and say they have re-
pented, yet they have corrupt fruit
growing in their lives. Friend,
you may say that you have repented
and accepted Christ, and you may
go to church. However, if your life
has not changed and you are still
doing the same ungodly things, you
have not repented. The fruit of your
life is telling on you. To repent is to
have a changed heart and a changed
purpose in life. You must turn away
from sin. 

Without godly sorrow you
cannot repent. Again, 2 Corinthians
7:10 says, "For godly sorrow work-
eth repentance to salvation not to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the
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world worketh death." Godly sor-
row will cause you to say, "O God, I
am sorry for what I have done and
for how I have lived." You will feel
sorry that you have hurt God, and
then you will repent. If you truly
repent, your life will change and
you will have new desires. Simply
shaking a preacher's hand or joining
a church cannot do it. You must be
convicted by the Holy Ghost and
have godly sorrow. The Holy Spirit
will deal with you and godly sorrow
will come over you and cause you to
repent. Tears will come to your eyes
when the Holy Spirit deals with you.
You need to let those tears flow and
let God talk to you. Obey God and
heed the Holy Spirit. He wants to
help you. 

The sorrow of the world brings
death. Worldly sorrow is caused by
some kind of loss, failure, disap-
pointment, or a death in the family.
With worldly sorrow one is sorry if
he gets caught when doing wrong.
He may confess and say he is sorry,
but that is not true repentance. Do
not be deceived. Many people are
deceiving themselves when they say
they have repented and yet no
change has taken place in their lives.
If you repent the Bible way, a great
change will take place in your life.
Repentance is more than just feeling
sorry that you got caught. I repeat,
when you have repented, you have
changed your purpose in life. 

Many people in jail are sorry
they got caught, and they are
sorry they are in jail; but that is not
what repentance is. If you repent,
you will be filled with remorse that
you have sinned against God. You
must be determined to change your
ways and be obedient to the Word
of God. 

Deny Ungodliness and
Worldly Lusts

In Titus 2:11-15 we read: "For
the grace of God that bringeth salva-
tion hath appeared to all men,
Teaching us that, denying ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly,
in this present world; Looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave him-
self for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto
himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works. These things speak,
and exhort, and rebuke with all
authority. Let no man despise thee."

I am thankful that God is real.
The Spirit of God talks to the hearts
of people, but many will not listen to
Him. It is just as verse 11 says: "For
the grace of God that bringeth salva-
tion hath appeared to all men."
God's Holy Spirit is going through-
out the whole earth and talking to
the hearts of men and women. He
appears to all, teaching us to deny
ungodliness and worldly lusts, that
we should "live soberly, righteously
and godly in this present world."
The Holy Spirit deals with every
man, woman, boy, and girl. Some-
time during life, God will deal with
each individual and reveal Himself,
showing that person how he or she
ought to live. 

Vast numbers of people refuse to
listen to God. They go their own
way and do what they want to
do without consideration for Him.
My friend, if you intend to make
Heaven your home, you must repent
of your sins and be obedient to God.
By His grace you can do it. I want
you to understand that repentance is
not simply getting your name on a
church record book. You might have
your name on a church book, but
that does not mean you have re-
pented. Perhaps you have joined
a church and feel that you are
all right. Friend, that is not repen-
tance. Living according to some
creed or doctrine is not repentance.
You must invite Jesus Christ into
your heart, deny ungodliness, and
forsake worldly lusts. You must
turn away from all sin. It is impera-
tive to seek God's forgiveness and
change your way of living. That is
what true Bible repentance is. Then
you must diligently obey the Word
of God, not man-made creeds or
doctrines. 



Just believing in the Son of God
is not repentance. Many people
believe that Jesus was born and that
He died. They may even believe that
He is the Son of God; nevertheless,
that is not repentance. You must
believe from the heart. One must
have heartfelt, godly sorrow to
repent. True Bible repentance is
saying, "I am so sorry that I have
sinned, and I have decided to make
a change in my life." This change
takes place when a person repents.
He will ask people to forgive him for
his wrongdoings. He will pay others
the money he owes them, and he
will make restitution in any way
possible. That is what repentance
causes a person to do. 

Going to a confessional booth
and confessing your sins to a priest
is not repentance. Romans 1:17 says,
"The just shall live by faith." You do
not have to confess your sins to any
man. You must confess your sins to
God, ask God to forgive you for
your sins, and ask Christ to come
into your heart and life. Confessing
your sins to a man cannot save your
soul. 

"He That Covereth His Sins
Shall Not Prosper"

Hebrews 11:6 states, "But
without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek him." When you come to
God, you must believe that God is,
and that He will reward you if you
diligently seek Him. If you confess
your sins to God, believe that He is
and that He will reward you, He
will forgive you and accept your
prayer of repentance. He knows the
attitude of your heart and the desire
to change your ways. The Spirit of
God pleads for you to come to God
and pray, confess your sins, and live
a holy life. 

First John 1:9 reads, "If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness." If you confess your sins, God
will be faithful and just to forgive
you. It is then your responsibility to
turn around and stay away from
sinful things. The grace of God will
help you to overcome those things.
To merely confess your sins does not
mean a thing. You must repent,
forsake your ways, and change your
life and your purpose.

Proverbs 28:13 states, "He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper:
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy." That is what
Bible repentance is. You cannot
cover your sins and prosper with
God. Do you think God does not see
what you do? He sees if you are
covering anything. Friend, do not
cover your sin. You must confess
and forsake it, and then God will
have mercy on you. To forsake sin is
to turn away from it. 

We know we are on the right
track when we preach the same
message that John the Baptist, Jesus,
and the Apostles preached. Peter
said in Acts 3:17-19: "And now,
brethren, I wot that through igno-
rance ye did it, as did also your
rulers. But those things, which God
before had showed by the mouth of
all his prophets, that Christ should
suffer, he hath so fulfilled. Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord." He
said to repent and be converted. If
you have not been converted, you
have not repented. 

Turn From All
Your Transgressions

I mentioned in the beginning of
the message that some things in the
Bible are hard to understand, but
repentance is not. It is so clear that
it is hard to misunderstand repen-
tance. You must turn away from
your sins and feel sorry about your
ungodly life. Without godly sorrow
you cannot repent and your life
cannot change. Ezekiel 14:6 reads,
"Therefore say unto the house of
Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
Repent, and turn yourselves from
your idols; and turn away your faces
from all your abominations." To
repent is to turn away from your
sins. Dear one, if you have not
turned away from sin and changed
your ways, it is futile to make a
profession of Christ. 

If you have not changed, do not
let any preacher fool you. Some false
preachers just want to get your
money and use you. They do not
teach people right. They do not
teach people how to repent and how
to live holy lives. You must come to
God to change and live for Him.
Why would you want to go to
church for years and then die and go
to hell because you have not really
lived right? Why would you want to
be deceived? Why do you want to
fool yourself? You can live for God
right, and you can be right. You do
no have to play around with God
and play church. 

Ezekiel 18:30 states, "Therefore I
will judge you, O house of Israel,
every one according to his ways,
saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and
turn yourselves from all your trans-
gressions; so iniquity shall not be
your ruin." You ought to get in a
church where the preacher tells you
the truth and teaches you how to
live right. You need to learn how to
live for God and walk uprightly
before Him. Carrying a Bible, at-
tending church, and being baptized
cannot save you. Too many times
when people are baptized, they go
under the water a dry sinner and
come out a wet sinner. 

God does not want you to be
merely a churchgoer. He wants you
to repent so that you may attain
everlasting life. He wants you to
change your ways and turn from
your iniquity. John 3:16 says, "For
God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life."

Ezekiel 18:32 reads, "For I have
no pleasure in the death of him that
dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore
turn yourselves, and live ye." In
other words, God said to turn away
from your sins and live. We all want
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To grow tall
spiritually, one must first

learn to kneel.
[Guest Editorial— continued from page 2]

such glorious bliss that tongue
cannot describe or with Satan in a
place of eternal torments, prepared
for those who refused to serve God
and to live as He has directed. 

Counting the cost to finish
simply means sitting down and
considering what you must do to
prepare yourself to live for God in
this present world and to make
Heaven your eternal home. To be a
genuine Christian will cost you
something. Yes, salvation is free to
all who will partake of it; however,
being a true disciple of Christ will
cost you all that you have. All vices,
worldly ambitions, even friends and
associates must be laid aside. Too
often people desire the blessings of
Christ but refuse to pay the price to
obtain Him. This attitude will never
bring the joy and the peace your
heart and mind cries out for.

Counting the cost means laying
aside worldly amusements, those
places where one cannot take Christ,
and forsaking the habits of life, such
as tobacco, alcohol, and drugs.
These are things that destroy the
body and the soul. Our bodies are to
be the temple of God. He who de-
files the temple, God said He will
destroy (1 Corinthians 3:16-17).
There are places where Christ will
not go, such as movie theaters,
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dance floors, and any place where
the atmosphere is not Christlike.

Counting the cost to finish will
enable one to have a spirit of for-
giveness, even though others have
wronged that person and, in some
cases, held unforgiveness for many
years, causing much bitterness. Re-
member Jesus words: ". . . if ye for-
give not men . . . neither will your
father forgive your trespasses" (Mat-
thew 6:15). Some hold grudges
against God for doing things they
did not like. Let me remind you that
it is "in him we live, and move, and
have our being" (Acts 17:28). You
are treading on extremely shaky
ground if you hold something
against Almighty God who has the
power to cut off your life at any
time. 

Counting the cost to finish
demands that restitution be made, if
at all possible, to any and all whom
you have wronged. You might have
damaged someone’s character or
spoken evil of that person to an-
other. Possibly you have taken
something that did not belong to
you. In Luke 19:1-9 Jesus spoke to a
man named Zacchaeus, who was a
tax collector and a sinner and who
found salvation. He told Jesus in
verse 8, ". . . the half of my goods I
give to the poor; and if I have taken
any thing from any man by false
accusation, I restore him fourfold."
When counting the cost, one

must be aware that he cannot be
saved on his own terms, but only on
God’s terms and under His condi-
tions. One cannot bargain with God.
A complete denial of self and one’s
own ideas is required in order to
walk with Him. The way to count
the cost is to surrender your heart to
Him completely and allow Him to
see your willingness to go all the
way with Him. As time goes on and
as you continue to walk with God,
He may show you other things that
need to be eliminated from your life.
You should not allow one thing to
stay in your life that God shows you
to cease from doing. 

Dear reader, if you desire true
joy and a deep settled peace in your
heart, you can have it. Count the
cost to finish the race, and pay what-
ever the price may be. You must
surrender all to keep the peace of
God operating in your life.

Selected
to live, but we ought to live right.
We ought to live for God, walk with
Him, and be what He wants us to
be. Christian friend, do not forget
where God has brought you from.
Serving God is far better than living
in sin. 

I am reminded of how God
brought the children of Israel out of
the land of Egypt when the Egyp-
tians were mistreating them. After
they were brought out, whenever
times became difficult for them, they
murmured and complained. In
Numbers 11:5 they said, "We re-
member the fish, which we did eat
in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and
the melons, and the leeks, and the
onions, and the garlic." They remem-
bered the food they had, but they
forgot about how Pharaoh abused
them. 

Child of God, may you never
forget all the good things God has
done for you. Sinner friend, you
need to repent and live a life of righ-
teousness. Won't you turn away
from your transgressions? If you do
not, sin will ruin you physically and
spiritually. It will destroy your
health, your home, your family, and
your reputation. Moreover, it will
cause you to spend eternity in hell. 

My dear friend, won't you
consider serving God? True Bible
repentance is what God is calling
upon you to do today. Do not just
join a church or shake a preacher's
hand. You need true Bible repen-
tance. You must feel sorry that you
have sinned and turn away from
your wickedness. Living right will
sometimes cost you your worldly
friends. It will cost you something to
serve God, but it is better to pay the
cost now so that when you die, you
will receive a heavenly reward.
Won't you come to God today and
ask Him to forgive you? 

(Cassette RC-143)



"Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved

the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify

and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That

he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having

spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy

and without blemish" (Ephesians 5:25-27).

Out of the wounded side of Christ come His blood-

washed, soul-cleansed, bought-back, redeemed people

who go to make up His great church here on the earth.

There is much confusion in the religious world concern-

ing the church. All do not see it alike. W e must all admit

that God works with men, regardless of whether they have

the right conception regarding the true teachings of the

Bible church. W e hear of great works being done around

the world in getting people to God in Christian experience;

we hear of the gathering together of large numbers who

are spiritually hungry. God will make Christians of sinners

wherever and whenever they will meet His requirements for

salvation, whether it is in the home, workshop, field, or

elsewhere. There are some who have high ideals concern-

ing Christian living who have never seen the truth pertain-

ing to the one Bible church.

There are several reasons why many people do not

comprehend this truth. Former teachings, tradition handed

down, etc., may hinder one in grasping the truth along this

line. There is one thing we do know, and that is, in order for
one to see the Church of God, it must be divinely revealed.

"Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my

Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 16:17). "But the

natural [sinful] man receiveth not the things of the Spirit

of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can

he know them, because they are spiritually discerned"

(1 Corinthians 2:14).

Human organizing and forming of different church

bodies is the result of a lack of comprehension of Bible

truth, for the Scriptures are very definite concerning the

one church body.

Progressive Revelation

The truth of God is revealed progressively. It is not

likely that God ever reveals all the truth at the moment one

is brought into the light of God. Not every one received the

light that God gave Luther and W esley, but as a result of

the preaching of God's W ord, light did spring up.

Many today are realizing the hindrances that the

multitude of different religious bodies occasion. Especially

is this true on the mission fields. The missionaries are

asked the question, "W hy are you all different? Is Christ

divided?" In America we see and hear of different religious

bodies trying to work out programs to eliminate the things

that separate  them from one another. Some are becoming

more tolerant toward each other and more liberal in their

views concerning their religious beliefs. But will this solve

the divided condition of Christendom? W ill it satisfy the

eager desire to get rid of the sin of division? Is it the correct

answer to the prayer of the Son of God that His people

might be one as He and the Father are one? The answer

to each of these questions is no.

Christ, the Ideal

Christ is the ideal of all Christian life. To be more like

Him should be the Christian's aim and desire. To put on

foot His program should be the earnest desire of all true

Christians. If this is true, and since Jesus was the originator

and builder of but one church, may I ask the question,

"W hich church, out of the great number that exist, is His

church?" Is it true that all the churches are offshoots and

branches of the true church? It seems to me that this ques-

tion can be easily answered. "W ho is the originator of the

different branches?" The yearbooks of the various

churches tell how they started with different sponsors at

different periods of time.

This is all contrary to Scripture and divine revelation. In

1 Corinthians 1:10 we read, "Now I beseech you, brethren,

by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the

same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but

that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and

in the same judgment."

The true church is definitely pictured in the Bible. The

prophets saw in their visions of the future church one that

would stand although it would be greatly opposed. They
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prophesied of the foundation of stone that would be laid for

this church to build upon. This foundation stone was to be

not Peter, but Christ. "Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD,

Behold, I lay in Zion [the church] for a foundation a stone,

a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation"

(Isaiah 28:16). Peter spoke thus of this prophecy: "W here-

fore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in

Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that

believeth on him shall not be confounded [confused]" (1

Peter 2:6). Daniel said in Daniel 2:44: "And the kingdom

shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces

and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for

ever." (The kingdom and the church are synonymous.) W e

read that Jesus told Peter, "Upon this rock I will build my

church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it"

(Matthew 16:18).

The Holy Ghost and the Church

Before Jesus' ascension, He promised to send the

Holy Spirit. "I will pray the Father, and he shall give you

another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever"

(John 14:16). "W hen the Comforter is come, whom I will

send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth,

which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me"

(John 15:26).

On the Day of Pentecost the Holy Ghost dedicated the

Church of God by filling every member, and ever since it

has been a Holy Ghost possession. Instead of men being

delegated to spiritual offices in the church by popular

choice of men, the Holy Ghost is the only One who has the

power to set the members in the body of Christ and to give

the gifts for the functioning of the body.

The Apostle Paul addressed his epistles to the Church

of God at Corinth, to those who are sanctified, called to be

saints (1 Corinthians 1:2); and in his address to the

Ephesian elders he said: "Take heed therefore unto your-

selves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost

hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which

he hath purchased with his own blood. . . . And now,

brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his

grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an

inheritance among all them which are sanctified" (Acts

20:28, 32).

The Church With a Future

It is impossible to be in God's church without being in

the kingdom or the kingdom being in you. Those who have

the kingdom within them are in God's church whether they

are able to see the visible phase of the church or not,

because the Lord adds to the church daily such as are

saved (Acts 2:47). The Kingdom of God in the spiritual man

is ruled by the sovereign Head of the great Kingdom of

God. The kingdom, then, is the spiritual phase of the

church; and many are in this phase of the kingdom who do

not see the visible body made up of those who see the
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Truth, are congregated together, and compose the Church

of God on the earth. The church is the family of God with

a membership consisting of those who are in Heaven and

those who are on the earth (Ephesians 3:14-15). There are

those of the family who are scattered abroad whom the

Lord is calling into the one body, spiritual and visible.

The Kingdom of God, or the divinely revealed church

of God, shall stand. No promise is found in the Bible

concerning any other organization that will stand. "For if

they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth,

much more shall we not escape, if we turn away from him

that speaketh from heaven: W hose voice then shook the

earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I

shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word,

Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that

are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things

which cannot be shaken may remain. W herefore we

receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have

grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with rever-

ence and godly fear" (Hebrews 12:25-28). God's church will

stand while the cycles of eternity roll on.

W hat are you depending on? church membership in

some human organization? Build your hopes on things

eternal, not upon the sinking sand. Get saved. Come into

the church through the right door, Jesus Christ. "I am the

door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved . . ."

(John 10:9).

Do not be bound with any form of bondage. That which

separates you from other Christians is sectarian and

displeasing to God. "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark

them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the

doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them" (Romans

16:17).

W hat body or church does one have to belong to in

order to enter Heaven? The body of Christ, or the Church

of God, you say. Then why be in two different bodies?

Every church that has been founded by someone other

than Christ has had a human founder. Jesus Christ is the

originator and builder of his own church. "I will build. . . ."

Thank God, this is His work and not the work of man. Man

cannot place one member in God's church. He may help

one to find his place in the body, but Christ gives the

qualifications. No man can receive you into God's church.

Brother, sister, let us believe God rather than man.

God's church is the only church with a future. She is going

through to glory. The Bible recognizes but one church as

God's church; why should we recognize more? Is it not

egotism for us to say that there is but one true Bible

church? There is but one God, one faith, one baptism, one

Father of all, and one great church for all the redeemed to

sit down together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Hear

the voice of the Son of God: "And other sheep I have,

which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they

shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one

shepherd" (John 10:16).

Selected
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During the darkest days of World War II, Britain was down for the count of 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-.

It looked as though Hitler's Luftwaffe and Wehrmacht were all set to give the knockout blow.

Then on New Year's Day, King George gave a radio talk. In his brief message he quoted the

moving words of Louise Haskins:

"I said to a man who stood at the gate of the New Year: 'Give me a light that I may tread

safely into the unknown.'

"And he said, 'Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God. That shall

be to you better than light and safer than a known way."'

These words of faith and courage from their humble and God-fearing king called the people

to arise, to stand, to conquer.

Yes, there is an Almighty and nail-scarred hand that is always reaching for yours and mine

in the daylight and in the dark. Take hold of it and go with confidence into tomorrow! 

"The Bible is God's outstretched hand," I once heard a man say.

Prayer, too, is putting our hand into God's.

But just before the king was about to go on the air with his New Year's message, while mill ions

of receiving sets were tuned in all over the Empire, an engineer discovered that a wire had

been cut.

With no time to repair the break, the man seized the two ends in his bare hands. Clutching

them, he completed the circuit, and the message of hope went forth. When the engineer

opened his hands after the broadcast was over, he found they were badly burned. Today he

has scars in his hands. He is proud of those scars, however, because he got them while he was

helping to get out the king's message.

At the threshold of this new year, Christ, our King, is looking for courageous people who will

offer themselves in transmitting His timeless message of redemption.

Let us not wring our hands in self-pity, for the Christ of the nail-pierced hands can transform

us for witnessing this year.

Selected

2005 Camp Meeting Dates

June 19-26

August 7-14

December 26-30

We hope you will plan your vacation time so

that you can join us in these old-fashioned camp

meetings. 
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