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"And this is the condemnat i on , th at light is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil
hateth the ligh t , neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God."

John 3:19-21

Condemnation

It has been said, "Cond emna tion is the worst 'nation' a person can live in."
To be condemned is to be convinced of wrong (si n), found guilty for crimes
commi t ted , and required to make recompense. Ones found in this condition
many times fail to acknowledge their sin and wrong, thus  go  on in life trying
to  cover  i t . This may be done for a while, but in time you can "be sure your
sin will find you out" (Numbers 32:23). If not in this life, it will face you when
you reach the jud gment  ba r of God. It would be far better to deal with sin and
wrong now while there is yet time to be for gi ven. At the Judgment there will
be no time to ask for forgiveness, no time to say "I'm sorry."

There is another danger to overriding condemna t i on, w hich is meant to
r epr ove. That danger is trying to smooth it over by going on as if nothi ng i s
wrong, as if you are not guilty. There is the pos s i b i l i ty  o f having your
conscience seared where you get past feeling.

Great multitudes are under the ha nd  of condemnation because they love
sin. They refuse to come to  the l i ght because the deeds of their lives are evil.
Also, they allow foolish pride to hinder them from doing what they know they
need to do. Pride is a terrible tyrant and will cause many to  loose their souls
eternally. In Isaiah 5:18 we read, "Woe unto them tha t  d raw iniquity with
cords of vanity, and sin a s  i t  w er e w ith a cart rope." In simple terms, pride
(vanity) is like a cart rope that will drag a man's sin behind him to the
Judgment.

Oftentimes those who are und er  condemnation try to live in that condition
day after day. They put on a front as if all were well and t r y  to  a ct  ha ppy. To
look at them, one would not suspect  there was anything wrong or that
anything was covered in their lives. Sin is deceitful, but God is faithful.

Living with the thought of doing wrong and sinning against God and
against society troubles the mind. It will ea t  a w a y at your conscience and, in
time, will appear to all. It is as the Psalmis t  Da vid stated in Psalm 51:3, "My
sin is ever before me." Knowing that you have grieved God  br i ngs  torment
to the soul and mind. In some cases, condemnation ha s  brought ones down to
a sick bed, realiz i ng there are things deep within their lives that need to be
dealt with and cleared with God.

Condemnation has at times brought men so low to despair that they felt
there was no way out of their dilemma. With their health wrecked , their
minds  a l most destroyed with grief and guilt, the thought is presented to them
of ending it all. They think that surely this would take care of the gnawing
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1 John 2:15 Love  not the world,
ne ither the things that are in the worl d .
If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him.

16 For all that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of th e eyes,
and the pride of life, is not of the Father,
but is of the world. 

17 And the world passeth away, and
the lust thereof: but h e that doeth the
will of God abideth for ever.

18 Little children, it is the last time:
and as ye have heard that antichrist shall
come , e v e n  now  ar e there many
antichrists; w h e reby we know that it is
the last time. 

19 Th e y  w ent out from us, but they
were not of  us ; for if they had been of
us, they would no doubt have continued
with us: but th e y  went out, that they
might be made mani f e s t [or made
known] that they were not all of us.

20 But ye  h av e an unction from the
Holy One, and ye know all things. 

21 I have not written unto you
because ye know not the truth, but be-
c ause ye know it, and that no lie is of the
truth. 
Brother Roger L. Decker
22 Who is a liar but he that denie th
that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist,
that denieth the Father and the Son. 

23 Whos oever denieth the Son, the
same hath  not the Father: (but) he that
acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father
also. 

24 Let that therefore abi d e  in you,
which ye have heard from the beginning.
I f that which ye have heard from th e
beginning shall r e main in you, ye also
shall c ont inue in the Son, and in the
Father.
"The Truth Shall Make You Free"

There are many misconceptions
concerning the doctrines set forth in
the New Testament, especially those
teachings centered around the King-
dom of God. There are tea chings of
mil l enni ums , r a ptures, antichrist,
pur ga tory, and so on. The list is
s eemingly exhaustless. T oo  ma ny
have become silent on these doctrines
w i th the thought  tha t  if they
preached on them, people would be
offended . How ever , if the Truth
is offensive to peopl e, then it is
beca use they have been found in
error.

How can you know  when one is
speaking the T r uth? There are at
least two ways. First , you must follow
in your Bible. God has made it possi-
ble for all people in the United States
to have the privilege o f  buying a
Bible. You should take one with you
to the house of God. Who shoul d
carry a Bible but a Chr istian? While
the man of God is preaching, you ca n
ask God to reveal the T r uth to you
and to give you understanding.

John revealed another w a y that
you can know  when someone is
s peaking the Truth. He said in 1 John
2:20, "But ye ha ve an unction from
the Holy One, a nd  ye know all
things." The word unction s i mpl y
means  "a noi nt i ng." John said in
1 John 2:27, "But the a nointing which
ye have received of him abideth in
you, and ye need not that any ma n
teach you: but as the same anointing
teacheth you of all things, a nd is
truth, and is no lie, a nd  even as it
hath taught you, ye s hall abide in
him."

John was saying that w e, as
Christians, have a n anointing; we
"ha ve an unction from the Hol y
One." That vers e of Scripture in no
way is doing away with pastors and
evangelists and teachers and other
functions of the ministry. John was
saying that you do not need any man
to  tea ch you what you have known
from the beginni ng. What is that
which you ha ve known from the
begi nning? Verse 24 tells us, "Let
that therefore abide in you, w hich ye
3



have heard  fr om the beginning. If
that which ye have hea rd from the
begi nning shall remain in you, ye
also shall continue in the Son, and in
the Father."

The expression "from the begin-
ning" was used nine times in 1 John
a nd two times in 2 John. From the
begi nni ng, they heard from the
Apostles the truth concer ning the
death, the bur ial, and the Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Chris t . What they heard
was not tradition or  hearsay but facts.
The Truth was the first thi ng they
heard in the beginning. T he Truth is
like a mirror before you: i t  is a
revealer of your true condition before
God. Jes us , speaking in John 8:32,
said, "And  ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free."

Who Are the Antichrists?

The devil would like to get you
to believe that an anti christ only
exists in the future. Wha t  does the
word antichrist mea n?  I t  s imply
means "an opponent of the Messiah."
In a book called  "Armageddon, Ap-
pointment With Destiny," the subject
o f antichrist was mentioned. First, the
writer said that the antichrist will be
a w or ld leader. Second, he said the
antichrist will force the Jews to stop
their sacr i f i ces in the rebuilt temple.
Third, he said the antichrist will set
up an idol of himself called the
Abominati on in the temple, to be
worshiped as God unti l he is de-
stroyed at the end of the seven years
when Christ returns. To thos e w ho
know the Truth, it sounds  a bsurd
that anyone could teach such a doc-
trine and that people would believe
it. The way tha t  s uch a doctrine is set
forth is by sowing error with Truth.

Let us look clos el y  at the subject
of antichrist. I want to start with
1 John 2:18, which reads, "L i ttle
children, it is the last time: and as ye
have heard that antichris t shall come,
even now are there many antichrists;
whereby we know that it is the la st
time." Looking at this Scripture, we
note that even then many antichrists
ha d  already come. John said they
had hea r d  tha t antichrist would
4

come. This was the firs t  t ime the
word antichrist was used in the B i bl e.
It had not been used until John used
i t . However, Jesus referred to thos e
who were antichrist, but He called
them false prophets and false christs.
He said in Matthew 24:24, "For ther e
shall arise false christs, and false
prophets, and shall show great signs
and wonders; insomuch that, if it
w er e possible, they shall deceive the
very elect." John said ther e were
many antichrist s  even then. John
mentioned ant ichrists four times and
antichrist one time.

Many names have been attached
to the supposed a nt i chr i st. Every
t i me a world leader rises to power,
especiall y one who is a tyrant, he has
been labeled "antichrist." There ha ve
been names such as Hitler, Stalin,
Khrushchev, Mussolini, Castro , and
Saddam Hussein. Each of  these was
supposedly the antichri s t, according
to many religioni s ts . Nevertheless,
antichris t s  are not world leaders,
political leaders, atheists, or commu-
nists.

Who are the antichrists? They are
aposta tes, or those who have defected
fr om the Truth. They are those who
have been i nvol ved in a falling
a w a y .  P a u l  t o l d  T i m o t h y
in 1 Timothy 4:1, "Now the Spirit
speaketh expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines  of devils." One has to
give heed to a seducing spirit before
he gives heed to doctrines of devils.

The Morning-Time Apostasy

A great falling away took pl a ce
in the mor ni ng time. Revelation 8:8
s tates, "And the second angel sound -
ed, and as it were a great mountain
burning with fire was cast into the
sea: and the third part of the sea
became blood." I want you to notice
one thi ng. It just did not slip into the
sea; it was cast into the sea. God can-
not stand apostasy, or d efecting from
Truth. When people will not stand
for God, they always go into wicked -
ness; they go into humanism. T here
was Holy Ghost fire in the morning-
time  church.  Revelation  8:8 says, 
"... burning  with  fire was cast into
the sea: and the thi r d part of the
sea became blood."

Anti christs were present in John's
day, even before the world leaders
that I mentioned were born. John was
not ta l ki ng about Nero or an Egyp-
tian pharaoh or a s a distic leader.
Again, 1 John 2:18 reads, "L i t tle chil-
dren, it i s  the last time: and as ye
have heard that antichrist s hall come,
even now are there many antichrists;
whereby we know that it is the last
time." You need to understand the
setting of when 1  John, 2 John, and 3
John were w ritten. They were written
at a time when there was  a  falling
away. Apostasy was alr eady in mo-
tion when John returned from the Isle
of Patmos and wrote those three epis-
tles. Those let ters are so plain that
even sinners can understand them.
He let you know who is  i n the church
a nd  w ho is out. He let you know tha t
you should  not hate your brother. If
you do, you are the same as a mur -
derer. 

John also let you know  tha t no
sin is in the church. A child of God
does not commit sin. Most people
have lost track of that biblical Truth.
Apostasy will take away the simple
truths of the Bible, and then huma n-
ism will come in. When that hap-
pens, preachers will be afra i d  of
offending the people. Friend, if the
Truth offends you, it is not the
Truth's fault; it is your fault.

When John wrote those three
epistles, people were falling away
from the Truth and had already af-
fected the church of the morning
time. When the spirit of apostasy
comes  in, many people are touched
by the long tentacles of Satan. Fami-
lies are torn asunder, friends a re
separated, and many become con-
fused; then people do not know who
is right and who is wrong. I ha ve
visited peopl e in the hospital who
had terminal diseases. Some have
said, "I don't know who is right or
which church is right." I said, "One
thing you do know, and that i s , you
need to repent. You need to take care
of that part first, and God w i l l  help



you with who is right when you get
right." Some people us e that as an
excuse not to go anywhere to  church.
When apostasy hi t s , the spiritual
strength of those who are touched by
the long tentacles of  Satan is slowly
drained until they ar e confus ed,
misled, and ensnar ed in the devil's
grasp.

The Deceivableness
of Unrighteousness

Antichrists are comfortable, pro-
fessed Christians who are neither hot
nor cold, and they ar e not about to
change. They hunt until they find a
leader who will not try to cha nge
them but who will  a ccept them as
they are. They no l onger love the
Truth, beca use they have changed
their minds about it. Ha vi ng a love
for the Truth i s  the only way you can
finish your course successfully.

T he Apos t l e Pa ul said in
2 Thes s a l oni a ns  2:7-12: "For the
mystery of iniqui ty  d oth already
wor k: only he who now letteth will
l et ,  until he be taken out of the way.
And then s ha l l  that Wicked be
revea l ed , whom the Lord shall con-
sume with the spi r i t  of his mouth,
and shall destroy with the brightness
of his comi ng: Even him, whose
coming is after the worki ng of Satan
with all power and signs and lyi ng
wonders, And with all deceivable-
ness of unrighteousness i n them that
perish; because they r eceived not the
love of the truth, that they might  be
saved. 

"And for  this cause [or for this
reason] God s ha l l send them strong
d elusion [if you do not want the
Truth, God will let you go, and He
will help you not to bel ieve the
Truth], tha t  they should believe a lie:
That they all might be damned who
believed not the t r uth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness."

Now, Paul did not  say that those
people did not have the Truth, that
they did not know the Truth, or that
they did not know those who spoke
the Truth; how ever, it does say they
d i d  not love the Truth. Many times
the reason pastors have such a diffi-
cult time keeping the people out of
the world and have to preach the
same things repeatedly is that people
lose their love for the Truth.

Because the people that Paul
w rote about received not the love o f
the Truth, they prefer r ed error and
delusion rather than the pure, simple
Gospel by which they might have
been saved. If you want to fuss over
the dress standard, God  w i l l let you
have your w a y. If you want to dress
w orldly, God will let you. He will
not go into the store and pick out
your  clothes for you. Sister, if you
want to cut your hair, G od  will let
you do it, and He will let a luke-
warm, professing Christian br ag on
you. Since I have been a pastor, no
sister has ever come to  me and said,
"T he Lord showed me that I am to cut
off my hair." Christians should dress
modestly. They should not  s how
their midriffs when they raise thei r
arms.

Children of God are to be
examples among the w orld as well as
among those who believe. Paul  was
an example to those who believed.
He lived holy and ri ghteously. He
wrote in 1 Thessalonians 2:10, "Ye
a r e witnesses, and God also, how
holily and justly and unblameably
we beha ved ourselves among you
that believe." 

Today some who profes s to be
Chris t i ans are worldly one moment
and profess to be Chr i s t ians the next.
Some are never satisfied with how
they look. If they ha ve gray hair,
they dye it brown. God knows more
about matching your skin and your
eyes with your hair color. 

The Church of God is a holy
people. You will f i nd  the name
"Church of God" scattered throughout
the New Testament. She is the only
one God calls overseers  to  oversee,
and it i s  the chur ch tha t  He
purchased with His own blood.

Failing to Abide in the Truth

T he spirit of antichrist is a spiri t
that opposes the Truth, and that spirit
w orks on the people of God. T he
devi l  wants people to look to the
future for an antichris t  while that
spirit is working among the people of
God. John said in verse 18 of our
Scripture lesson tha t  "even now
are ther e many antichrists." He wrote
tha t  a r ound  A.D. 9 6 -9 8 , a nd
antichrists were present in his day.

Where did the antichri s t s come
from? According to the Bible, you are
going to find that they were not
world lea d er s . T he Apostle John
w r ote in 1 John 2:19, "They went out
from us, but they were not of us ; for
if they had been of us, they would no
doubt have conti nued with us: [Now,
that makes sense, doesn't it?  That is
very easy to understand.] but they
went out, that they mi ght be made
manifest [or ma d e known] that they
were not all of us."

Who were the antichrists? They
were people who w orshiped with the
saints of God, in the s a me services.
John s a i d  they went out from them.
They had been in Church of God
congregations. They were not world
leaders such as Khrushchev, Stalin,
Saddam Hus s ein, Nero, or an Egyp-
t ian pharaoh. According to John, they
had their s ta rt with the Church of
God. Why did they go out? John said
they were not o f us. Division affected
the church of the morni ng time. Why
is that spirit called antichrist? It is
very simple: because it portrays a di-
vided Christ, and Chris t  is not di-
vided.

Our  anchor is secure only as long
as it is in Jesus Chri s t. The devil is
pow er l es s  as long as w e l ove
the Tr uth and stay with the Truth.
In 1 John 2:21-22 we r ea d : "I have not
written unto you because ye know
not the truth, but because ye know it,
and that no lie is of the truth. Who i s
a liar but he that  d eni eth that Jesus is
the Christ? He is antichrist, that deni-
eth the Father and the Son."

Antichrists deny the Father and
the Son. How  do they do that? John
let us know that they deny the Fa-
ther and the Son by not letting that
abide which they had heard from the
beginning. He was not talking about
infi dels or atheists who deny the
existence of the Father  a nd the Son,
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but he was talking about people who
did not let that abide which they
heard from the beginning. John w a s
talking about those who talk the ta l k
but do not  walk the walk. When
people get caught up in apostasy,
they say everythi ng is wonderful,
and they have no burdens . All they
talk about is the love of God. God is
love, but  He has some other charac-
teristics bes i d es  love. He is also a
God  of judgment. The Bible lets us
know that Zion, or the church, shall
be redeemed with judgment.

When peopl e have the spirit of
a nt ichrist, their works betray their
walk. You cannot know the Father
and the Son and disobey G od . You
cannot  l i ve in sin, or practice sin, and
still know Jesus Christ. John wrote in
1 John 3:6-9: "Whosoever abideth in
him sinneth not: whos oever sinneth
hath not seen him, neither known
him. Little children, let  no  man de-
ceive you: he that doeth righteous-
ness is righteous, even as he [Christ]
is righteous. 

"He tha t  committeth sin is of the
d evil [that is very clear; you do not
need to get out the Strong 's  Concor-
dance to under s ta nd it]; for the devil
sinneth from the begi nni ng [you
cannot go back any further with the
devil than the beginning; he was
never a n a ngel of light]. For this
purpose [or for this r ea s on] the Son of
G od  w a s  ma ni fes ted [or made
known], that he might des t roy the
works of the devil. [What are the
works of the devi l ?  Sin.] Whosoever
is born of God  doth not commit sin."

Those verses of Scripture let you
know that one has the S pirit of God
w hen he is born again. Why? Ther e
is no other way one can s top sinning
except  by the Spirit of God. There
would be nothing to mortify your
members.  John stated in 1 John  3:9,
". . . for  his  seed remaineth in him:
and he cannot  sin, because  he  is
born of God."

Mortify the Deeds of the Flesh

We read  i n Romans 6:1-6: "What
shall we say then? Shall we continue
in sin, that grace may abound? God
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forbid. How shall we, that are dead
to s i n, live any longer therein? Know
ye not , that so many of us as were
ba ptized into Jesus Christ were bap-
tized  into his death? [He was not
talking about water baptism, because
tha t is not how you get into Christ .
You get into  Christ through a spiri-
tual baptism.] Therefor e we are bur-
ied with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was rai s ed  up from
the dead by the glory o f  the Father,
even so we a lso should walk in new-
ness of life. For  if we have been
planted together in the li keness of his
death, we shall be also in the like-
ness of his resur r ect ion: Knowing
thi s , that our old man is crucified
w i th him, that the body of sin might
be d es t r oyed, that henceforth we
should not serve sin."

When the old man is crucified ,
you qui t  s i nning. When do you quit
sinning? You stop s erving sin when
you get saved. The old man is cruci -
fied, that henceforth you should not
serve sin. When does the old man
d i e? The old man dies when you di e
out to sin, a nd you die out to sin
when you are saved; then you need
a pastor to perfect you. Although the
child of God is already perfect, God
gave evangelists, pastors, and teach-
ers to make them more perfect. 

When you are saved, you are
perfect in the sense that your record
has no sin. You a r e a s  pure as a new-
born baby. I  l i ke to liken it to a big
blackboard with all your sins re-
cor d ed there, and God just takes Hi s
big eraser and clea ns up the whole
blackboard. You are f r ee from sin
and the old man dies; henceforth,
you no longer serve sin. You cannot
keep yourself. If you do not have the
Spirit of God , you cannot mortify the
deeds of the flesh.

Romans 8:8-13 states: "So then
they that are in the flesh cannot
please God. But ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if s o  be that
the Spirit of God dwell i n you. Now
if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his [if he does
not have the Spirit of G od, then he is
not saved]. And if Christ be in you,
the body is dead becaus e of sin; but
the Spirit is life because o f righteous-
ness. But if the Spirit  o f  him that
r a i s ed up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, he that raised  up Christ from
the dead shall also quicken your
mortal bodies by hi s Spirit that
dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren,
we are debtors, not to the flesh, to
live after the flesh. For if ye live after
the flesh, ye shall die: but i f ye
through the Spirit do mor tify the
deeds of the body, ye shall live."

You cannot mortify the deeds of
the body if you d o  not have the Spirit
of God. There is no other way to live
holy. When you go to an altar of
prayer and  r epent, God does not just
turn you l oose for you to go your
way and try to keep the flesh under
in your own st r ength. No, you mor-
tify the deeds of the body through
the Spirit. If you mortify the deeds of
the body, then you will live.

Take Heed

How does one deny the L or d?
One does so by denying Hi s  Word.
Many antichrists are in the world
today. Paul, spea king to the elders in
Acts  2 0:28-31, stated: "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves , and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghos t  hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he
ha th purchased with his own blood.
For  I  know this [Paul was not in
question about this], that after my
d epa r t ing shall grievous  w ol ves
enter in among you, not s paring the
flock. Als o  of your own selves shall
men arise, speaking per verse things,
to draw away disci ples after them.
Therefore watch, and remember, that
by the space of three years I ceased
not to warn every one night  and day
with tears."

Again, w ho are the antichrists?
They are religious people who refuse
to line up with the Truth. Child of
God, you need to be on your guard
or you could be seduced. Many peo-
pl e have been drawn away and have
followed grievous  w olves. John said
they went out from us; in other
words, they were r eligious people. In
1 John 2:26 John said, "These things



have I w r itten unto you concerning
them tha t  s ed uce you." Another
translation says, "I a m writing these
things to you a bout those who are
trying to lead you astray."

Anti christ spirits are out there,
and they ar e dressed up in sheep's
clothing. May God help the church to
ha ve discernment. You may a s k,
Lo
"How can you tell who they are?"
You can watch their tracks. Sheep do
not make wolf tracks. T oday it seems
that many people have a di fficult
time being pastored. They do not
want anyone to tell them what to do.
Fr i end, if you ever get inside Heav-
en, you must have a pa s tor , and you
are going to have to  be pastored.
aves and Fish
What is the spirit of antichrist? Divi -
sion. They went out from us to make
it known tha t they were not of us. Is
the spirit o f antichrist working on
you?

(Cassette C-5081M)
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Many people today hesitate to give just because

they do not have mill ions to fu rth e r the cause of
Christ. However, if we would notice th ose who gave
i n  Bible times, we could learn some priceless les-
sons.

It was the widow's mite and the lad's l unch that
are recorded in Holy Writ. We do not know the names
of either the widow or the little boy, but through the
centuries, many thousands have been inspired by
their sacrificial giving.

Just suppose that when the l ad was approached
by the disciples, that he had replied: "Not so! It isn't
my fault that these people forgot to brin g  their own
lunches!" And he would have gone over behind some
th o rnbush and eaten his lunch alone. But oh, the
lesson he has left for us to follow! He gave will ingly
of what l ittle he had, and Jesus blesse d  it. How his
heart must h a ve  rejoiced! And there were seven
baskets full left over! I l ike to think that he was permit-
ted to take one of those baskets home with him and
say, "Look, Mother, what Jesus did today!"

Have you ever wondered where the empty
baskets came from? Well, our God has a  way of
providing whatever is needed for the occasion
whenever He finds will ing hearts to serve Him.

One of my aims, when I get to Heaven, is to have
a talk with that l ittle lad and thank him personally for
his generosity. I want to meet that wi d o w who gave
h e r mite. I am sure we will share many experience s
together. Yo u  kn o w, she could have said: "I cannot
give like other folks, so I won't give at all. I don't want
anyone to see my putti n g in a mite along with their
generous offerings."

There is a l ittle gem of truth that I  o nce read:
"Between the great things we ca n not do and the
small things we will not do, the danger is that we shall
do nothing." The widow and the little boy gave from
hearts of love and compassion. That is the only way
we can give today a n d  sti l l  have God's approval on
our gifts.
We all are happy and grateful to hear of those
who can give their thousands for the cause of Christ,
but we must not overlook tho se who can give only
their "m i te s." The Lord takes pleasure in our will ing
offerings, whether they consist of o u r money, our
talents, or our t i me. Many times He places us in
circumstan ce s where our gifts cost us to where it
hurts. Some who give their tho u sa n d s may do it
grudgingly, where others who give their "mites" m a y
be giving all they have with will ing hearts.

No matter what o u r t reasures may be, whether
large or small, if we close the door on th e m  a n d
refuse to give liberally, they will leak out somewhere
and we will find ourselves empty-handed. There is an
old saying: "Bless your one loaf and pass it out to the
multitudes, and it wil l feed th e m  a n d  return to you
seven baskets full. Hoard it and guard i t ,  a n d it wil l
shrivel down to a mildewed crust."

Selected
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Brother Irwin Sesher
Are You on the Winning Side?

Church, w e are in a battle, and
s omet i mes things will get tough.
Often things do not go the w a y we
think they should go, but God is in
control. He will help us and prepare
us for those rough times. At times we
may not think there is a way out, but
He knows the way out. We may get
a  little weary once in a while, a nd
others ma y say things about us that
are not true, but we have to  keep
going for the Lord. 

God is so good to us . Child of
G od , you need to ask your s el f
this question: Where w oul d I be
if I did not have G od in my life?
The answer is, you would be wan-
dering ai ml essly on the plains of sin.
No one cares for you as much as Jesus
8

does. M any people out in the world
will turn their backs on you. When
circumstances become really tough
and har d  to bare, there is One who
will sta nd  w ith you, and His name
i s  Jesus. He will be there to help you.

I am on the winning side. Are
you? The song entitled "On the Wi n-
ning Side" reads:

Along the way of life are many foes
That daily war against my soul; 
But constant victory
My Savior gives to me
As I press on to the goal.

The battle may be long and hard to
win,

And Satan's host may press me sore;
But though I may be tried
I'm on the winning side, 
I shall triumph evermore.

On the winning side,
I'm on the winning side,
I'm on the winning side with Jesus;
Though hot may be the fray,
My soul can boldly say,
I'm on the winning side with Jesus.

Dear one, how does  G od rate in
your life?  How  do you rate His good-
ness and His grace? Can you say that
He is on the top of your pri ority list?

We read in Psalm 23:1, "The
LORD is my s hepherd; I shall not
w a nt ." When you have Christ i n
your soul, He satisfies that "want."
People are trying to  do so many
things, especi a lly at this time of the
year . T hey go to Christmas parties
and attend this and  that, trying to



satisfy  something down deep inside
that will never be satisfied. I thank
the Lord that we have something that
does satisfy! 

Psalm 108:1 says, "O God, my
heart is fixed; I will si ng a nd give
praise, even with my gl ory." The
Psalmist  w r ote in Psalm 11:1, "In the
L ORD put I my trust: how say ye to
my s oul, Flee as a bird to your
mountain?" 

Oftentimes we depend  upon
consumer ratings and the word of
mouth to influence our purchases.
We depend upon other consumers to
tell us w hether or not a product is
good. We depend upon others to tell
us how w e should invest our money,
how we should deal with property,
and to advise us concer ning retire-
ment benefits. At times some people
put more faith and confidence in men
than they do God. 

I am so glad that God knows all
about us, and  He understands us. At
times things s eem to come in from
every angle. Sometimes you feel that
you do not know what to d o  or that
you do not know  how to handle a
situation, but God knows how  to take
care of it. He knows all about you,
saint. He knows more about  you than
you even know. 

God Is Great and Giving

In the world the movie industry
has rat i ngs  on their films. They try to
tell you which films are a ppropriate
for certain age groups. Well, I will
give you the r ating system of my
Lord. First of all, we will sta r t  with
the "G " rating. God is great! There is
no denial of that . Hebrews 13:20
states, "Now the God of peace, that
brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, tha t great shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the ever-
l a sting covenant." God is great, God
is good, and God is wonderful! 

The Prophet Isaiah penned in
Isaiah 12:6, "Cry out  and shout, thou
inhabitant of  Zion: for great is the
Holy One of Israel in the midst  of
thee." It is grea t  to be a Christian!
The world is so eager to tell  you how
gr eat they feel, but we have some-
thing much greater than the world
has. 

Another category under the "G"
rating i s godly. We read in Hebrews
12:28, "Wherefor e w e r eceiving a
kingdom which cannot be moved, let
us have gra ce, w hereby we may
serve God acceptably with reverence
and godly fear." 

Another word under the "G"
rating is giving.  G od  is so good to us.
He is so wi l l i ng to give us every-
thi ng we need. Christian friend, you
need to trust Him more, with your
whole heart and soul. He gave you
eternal life. He was ther e w hen no
one else was there. He gave us His
Son, who died upon Calvary's tree,
so that w e could be free. That was the
ultima te sacrifice. So many people
can say they have given this or that,
but who can say that he gave hi s
only son to die for the sins of  thi s  old
world? Oh, what a gi ving God! We
ought to give more thanks to God for
what He has done for us. 

T he Apos tle Paul wrote i n
1 Corinthians 3:7, "So then neither is
he that planteth any thing, nei ther
he tha t  w atereth; but God that giveth
the incr ea se." We can do nothing
without God. We cannot serve God
in our  ow n strength. God has to be in
ever ything we do. There are too
many places tod a y where people are
mer el y going through the motions
w hen it comes to their service to G od ,
and then they wonder why they d o
not feel God's presence in their ser-
vices. 

To God be the glor y for all He
has done. I am so glad there are no
programs in the true Church of God.
You cannot program the Holy Spiri t .
You cannot direct the Hol y Spirit to
do  things your way. The Lord does
not want you to merely ha ve a form
of religion. 

If you think, "Every Sunday I
have to get up, go  to church, sit there
for two to three hours a nd listen to
that preacher over  and over," that
should not be. You should have a
desire to go to church a nd  listen to
the Word of God. You should not
take the pr ecious Truth for granted.
We have the Truth today because
many peopl e sacrificed their lives for
it. I love the Church o f  God, don't
you? Many times people are so quick
to criticize rather than to look a t  the
good things. I thank the Lord that He
looks past our fa ul ts and sees our
needs, and He gives us exactly what
we need. 

God Is Gracious

Another word under the "G"
rating is gracious.  Our God is a gra-
cious God. We r ead in Jonah 4:2,
"And he pr ayed unto the LORD, and
sa i d , I  pray thee, O LORD, was not
this my saying, when I was yet in
my country? Therefore I fled before
unto Tarshish: for I  knew that thou
art a  gracious God, and merciful,
slow to  anger, and of great kindness,
and repentest thee of the evil." No
one is more gracious than God is. No
one is as kind, compassi ona te, consid-
erate, and so wil l i ng to care for us as
God is. 

Many people out  i n the world say
they care for you, but Jesus really
means it. Peopl e can change their
minds. When your  back is to the
wall, Jesus will  be there for you.
When situations arise and no one is
there to help you, Jesus will be there.
He will be there for you in times of
trouble. He is a gracious God, so
much more than you realize. You
should not take God for granted for
all the things He has done for you. 

What is another word under the
"G" rating that describes the Lor d ?
He is a gallant God: He is brave,
strong, polite, bold, courageous, and
cordial. Aren't you glad for that? The
Apos t le Paul said in Philippians 4:13,
"I can do all things thr ough Christ
which strengtheneth me." You mi ght
be surpri s ed  what you could do
when you have the Lor d  on your
side. You may think, "Well, I cannot
do this or that." No, you must
have the power of God in your  life.
That is the key. Your strength is
not in yourself, but it is through Jesus
Christ, and you need to give Him the
glory. He is the One who made you,
and He knows all about you. 
9



A Powerful, Personal God

The next rati ng I want to deal
with is "PG." The movie industry
calls thi s "Parental Guidance," but I
look at it as  something else. The first
one is past guilt. Christian friend,
aren't you glad that you no longer
ha ve past guilt? The sins that you
once committed are gone, never to be
remembered a ga i nst you anymore.
Do you remember the day a nd the
hour when He cleansed you from
sin? So ma ny people can tell you
exactly where they were when John
F. Kenned y w as assassinated, but do
you r emember when Jesus took away
your sins and gave you new  life,
new desires, and a new outlook on
life?

So many people say, "Well, I'm
going to turn over a  leaf." Well, I am
glad that G od  gave me a brand-new
tree, a tree planted by living waters.
Do you know what happens when
you get planted by stagna nt waters?
You become stagnant. God d oes not
w a nt  you to dip your spiritual roots
in the cesspools that inhibit your
spiritual welfare. 

Listening to those who point
fingers at others is not a  good way to
get spiritual hel p. You need to be
careful of what you listen to and of
whom you listen to. Should someone
w ant to talk about something that
you are unsure of, you should recom-
mend that  the individual go to God
in prayer and earnest l y  seek His
face. 

Child of God, do you remember
how ba d  you really were out in sin?
Then one day you r ealized that this
life of sin w a s  not  for you, and you
wanted to do better. You became sick
of sin, but you lacked one thing in
your life, and  that was the power to
overcome sin. There is power in sin.
You cannot fight sin on your own.
You must have tha t  Hi gher Power to
fight sin. Thank God, His  power will
win ever y time. You do not have to
go on your own thinki ng or on your
own understanding. God's Word w ill
win every time. Hebrews 4:12 says,
"For the word of God i s quick, and
pow er ful , a nd sharper than any
10
twoedged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner o f  the thoughts and
intents of the heart." God's Wor d gets
right into the inner man. 

Another phrase we want to con-
sider under the "PG" r a t ing is that
God is a personal God. Aren't you
thankful for that? Saint, we each are
on a journey, and we need God. We
need Someone who has walked the
r oad before us. We need Someone
who can help us to avoid pitfalls and
who can warn us to watch out  for the
sna r es  o f the enemy. Psalm 32:8
reads, "I will instruct  thee and teach
thee in the way which thou s halt go:
I will guide thee with mine eye." 

Psalm 73:24 states, "Thou shalt
guide me w ith thy counsel, and after-
ward receive me to glory." I a m s o
thankful that God is our  own per-
sonal God, that He helps us in the
time of trouble and that He watches
out for us and shows us exactly what
we need to do. Isaiah 58:11 says,
"And the LORD sha ll guide thee con-
t i nually, and satisfy thy soul  i n
drought, and make fat thy bones:
and thou s halt be like a watered
garden, and like a spring of water,
whose waters fail not." T he child of
God  i s like a spring of water, not
stagnant water. 

As a Christ ian, you cannot do
w ha tever you want to do. A few
years ago , I went on a field trip with
the sixth grade class at school. We
w ent  to Gettysburg, Pennsylva ni a .
That was one of the best tr i ps  I have
ever  been on, but it would have
been nothing at all had we not had a
personal tour guide to  explain the
battles that took place and many
other interesting details concerning
the Civil War.

To be a tour guide there, one
has to  study the Civil War exten-
sively and know all there is to know
about  that war. Then one has to go
thr ough s t r enuous  testing proce-
d ur es . A guide has to be certified,
and then he must take tes ts periodi-
cally in order to stay certified. 

The tour guide will take you
through the woods and show you
important embattlements and strate-
gi es  and will tell you how the
s o l diers dressed and what they ate,
which was very little. You would not
know the many impor tant details
unless you had a  per sonal guide to
tell you all those things. 

How much more important is i t
for our Heavenly Fa ther to show us
the correct way? When we might
want to go our own way, He w ill
lead us another way. S a i nt, you have
a personal guide who will steer you
away from d a nger. He knows what is
best for you. 

God Provides Abundantly

Wha t is another "PG" rating for
the Lord? It stands for present good-
ness; it is always fresh and never
stale. I repeat, God is a present help
in the time of trouble. He is never
dull or ready to expire. You know,
when you go to the store and go to
the da i r y  ca se for a gallon of milk or
a container of cottage cheese, it is
good to check the date on the con-
tainer. If it is about to  expire, we look
for the freshest one. We do not pur-
chase something that is go i ng to
expire that day or the next day. We
search for one that has a longer shelf
life. 

Ther e are no expiration dates
on God's present goodness. He is
always ready to fill your  spiritual
hungering. God does not gi ve you a
"rai n check," like stores hand out
when certain advertised items are out
of stock. He is willing to  hel p us right
then. 

At times when you a re physi-
cally hungry, you may think, "I am
so hungry that  I  could sit down and
eat and eat and eat." However, after
one plate of generous helpings, you
sit back and say, "I'm not  as hungry
as I thought I was," and the physical
desire for  food is satisfied. On the
other hand, as a  chi ld of God, when
it comes to spiritual food, you do not
ca r e how long the man of G od
preaches. 

Another phra s e under the "PG"
rating in descri b ing God is providing
galore. He just blesses and blesses and



blesses. He never stops providing for
His people. I  thank the Lord for the
w ond erful provisions. When situa-
t ions arise and things look bleak, d o
not worry. God will pr ovide. He is
read y to provide for you when you
need Him. 

A class ic example of how God is
ready to provide is found  i n Genesis
22:8, which reads, "And Abraham
said, My son, God w i ll provide him-
self a lamb for a burnt o f fer ing: so
they went both of them together."
God will provide abundantly, and
He does all things well. Saint, when
He saved you, He did a complete
work, didn't He? Perhaps you were
feeling really down, thinking ther e
was no way out, but He did a
complete work on you. 

Purified Gabble

The last phrase under the "PG"
rating that I want to mention is puri-
fied gabble. When you got saved, you
did  not talk the way you used to talk.
He cleaned up your language, didn't
He?  I  r emember when I was a child,
my mother would  say, "If you don't
watch what you are saying, I ' m go-
ing to wash your mouth out with
soap." I thank the Lord for  the cleans-
i ng by the Word. It cleans up your
mouth, and you see things differ-
ently. He gives you spiritual eye-
s ight; then you do not rely on the
physical so much. 

As a Christian, you d o  not go to
the same places you once did when
you were in sin. You also have spi r i -
tua l  hea r i ng. You do not stand
around the water coo l er anymore and
listen to dirty jokes, do you? You act
differently, ta lk differently, and walk
d i f fer ent ly. You may even smel l
differently. Your clothes no longer
reek of alcohol and tobacco  smoke.
You have gotten rid of the cigarette
habit. You did not do it on your  ow n;
God helped you to get rid of thos e
habits. You got cleaned up inside
and out. What a change! 

When you have changed, people
w ill notice. People will notice that
you no longer come to work with a
frown, mumbling under your breath
and complaining. Now that you are
saved, you have a new  life. Now you
go to work with a  s mile on your face,
shaking hands with people that you
di d  not like before, and telling peo-
ple, "Ha ve a nice day!" The change
tha t God makes in your life is some-
thing that you cannot hide. You do
not need to walk around with a big
sign that says, "I am saved ." All you
need to do is live the life, and people
will automatically notice a change. 

If a person goes to an altar  of
prayer to get saved and then the nex t
day he a cts the very same way he
has always acted, there has not been
a  d ef i ni te cha nge. When G od
changes you, you will know it  and
people around you will know it. In
the New Testament you can read
a bout Zaccheus, who climbed up i n
the top o f  a tree so that he could see
Jesus. When Jesus s topped at that tree
and looked up and told Zaccheus to
come d ow n, s omething happened.
Somewhere between the top of the
tree and the ground, a change took
place in Zaccheus' heart. 

Redeemed and Living 
Righteously

The next rating that  we want to
consider is the "R" rating. I cannot
think of a more blessed word to start
with than redeemed. Christian friend,
aren't you glad for redemption? Wha t
d oes the word redeem mean? It mea ns
"to regain possession o f  by paying a
price, to set free, to ransom, to r es cue
fr om s i n and its penalties." You
know, there are penalties that you
have to pa y when you are living in
sin. When you are redeemed, G od
will make i t  all worthwhile to you.
He paid the price for us. I thank the
Lord for that. Titus 2:14  r eads, "Who
gave himself for us, that he might
r edeem us from all iniquity, and
purify  unto  hi ms el f  a  peculiar
people, zealous of good works." 

Another word that I want you to
consider with the "R" rating is  rejoice.
As  a  saint, you have something to
shout  a bout. The world does not
understand. They go to ba l l games
a nd whoop it up and cheer, but
when it comes  to church, they think
one should not get too excited. Well,
i f  you are redeemed, you have some-
thing to be excited about! Romans
12:15 states, "Rejoice with them tha t
d o rejoice, and weep with them that
weep." This i s something to get ex-
cited about , but you must have some-
thing down in your heart and soul
that you can rejoice about. 

The Apostl e Paul said in Philip-
pia ns  2:16, "Holding forth the word
of life; that I may rejoice in the d a y o f
Christ, that I have not run in vain,
neither laboured in vain." He wrote
in Phi l i ppi a ns  3 :1 , "Finally, my
brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write
the same things to you, to me indeed
is not grievous, but for you i t  is safe."

I want you to consider a few
more w or d s  in the "R" rating: righ-
teous  and remembrance. To be righ-
teous simply means to be morally
right a nd  jus t . There is nothing
wrong in doing right. Too many
people are doing thi ngs  illegally,
immorally, unjustly , ungodly, and
unrighteously, hoping they do not
get caught. That is no way to live. 

Next, I mentioned remembrance.
You need to remember what He did
for you: remember that  He died for
you. You never want to forget that.
You need to remember how good He
has been to you. Remember, you
have Someone who ca r es for you.
Young person, Ecclesias tes 12:1 in-
structs, "Remember now thy Creator
in the days o f  thy youth, while the
evil days come not, nor the years
draw nigh, when thou s ha l t say, I
have no pleasure in them." Psa lm
20:7 says, "Some trust in chariots , a nd
some in horses: but we will remem-
ber the name of the LORD our God."

The Unsearchable Riches
of Christ

The last word I want to consider
under the "R" rating is revived. If you
have cooled off in your exper i ence,
Christ can revive you. Right when
you think you a r e going down for
the very last time, when you think
there is no hope and no possible way
that you can be rescued, God can
11



revive you. He can put life back
into your soul. So many people in
nominal religion are walking a round
dead, spiritually  s pea ki ng. T hey
just go through the motions and play
church, mustering up a bake s a l e, a
rummage s ale, or a soup supper. The
onl y r eal life they have in the church
are the t r ees and the shrubs that
grow out in front of the chur ch build-
ing. Fr i end , Jesus has something
better for you than that. 

How does Jesus rate you today?
Ar e there things that you need to
make right in your life? Is ther e a
br other or a sister that you need to
ask for gi veness of? Is everything
clear with your pastor? Ha ve you
been running down the prec i ous
Church of God? Friend, you need  to
be very careful in this present day.
The devil is using every available
weapon to do hi s dirty work. He does
not care about your situation. All he
12
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cares about is bringing down the
precious Church of God. 

Christian friend, you need  to be
careful. Others are w atching your life
and listening to what you say. You
need to obey God. You have s ome-
thing that money cannot buy. Money
cannot buy true salvation. If you are
a child of God, you have unsearch-
a bl e riches. Fanny Crosby w r ote
about these unsearchable riches:

O the unsearchable riches of Christ!
Wealth that can never be told;
Riches exhaustless of mercy and 

grace,
Precious, more precious than gold! 

O the unsearchable riches of Christ!
Who shall their greatness declare?
Jewels whose luster our lives may

adorn,
Pearls that the poorest may wear.
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O the unsearchable riches of Christ!
Freely, how freely they flow,
Making the souls of the faithful and

true
Happy wherever they go!

O the unsearchable riches of Christ!
Who would not gladly endure
Trials, afflictions, and crosses on earth,
Riches like these to secure?

Precious, more precious;
Wealth that can never be told;
O the unsearchable riches of Christ!
Precious, more precious than gold!

Friend, how do you rate with the
L ord? If you have a need in your
soul, won't you earnestly seek God ' s
face? He wil l  s upply your every
need.

(Cassette C-4019A)
             TIME

8:05 a.m.-8:35 a.m.

2:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
9:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
7:15 a.m.-8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m.

earest you to
the W o rd of
, let us hear



IN
MEMORIAM 

April 22, 1915 � July 31, 2004
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Sister Myrtle L. (Davis) Mul len
w a s brought into this life on April 2 2 ,
1915. She w a s  the daughter of James
E. and Eva L. Davis of Yakima,
Wa s hington. She was one of eight
chi ldren born into the Davis family.
Sister  M ul l en became acquainted
w i th the Lord at an early age. When
God spoke to her, she ans w ered the
call and gave her heart to Him.

As time went by, Sister Mullen
continued to labor faithfully for the
Lord in the Church of God congrega-
tion at Medford, Oregon. One beauti-
ful day, Brother Robert Mullen came
along. As they were introduced , God
pl aced a real love in their hearts for
each other. For a very short ti me,
Brother Mullen was Sister Myrtle's
pastor.

On June 14 , 1 937, they were
joined together  by God in the bond
of holy  matrimony. They were mar-
ried for sixty-six yea rs. Brother and
Sister Mullen's lives were bles t as
they worked  together in the King-
dom of God. The many years of min-
istry found them working with s oul s
and lea d i ng ma ny to the Lord.
Among the number  of souls won to
the Lord during thei r ministry are
those of B r other E. David Stegmeier
and Brother and Si ster Patrick Brower
(the current pastor and his wife o f  the
congregation in Hamilton, Montana).

Brother and Sister Mullen's fir s t
pastorate was in Medford, Oregon.
Later, God called them to pastor a
work in Coeur d'Alene, Id a ho . Next,
they went to Grants Pass, Oregon;
then to Plains, Monta na; and finally,
to Hamilton, Montana. It  w a s in
Ha mi l ton that they finished their
work for the Lord.

During their ma ny years of
service in the ministry , Brother and
S ister Mullen were able to meet some
of the old pioneer ministers  o f  the
Church of God reformation. Those
older brethren were strong in the
Lord. They taught and believed i n
divine physical healing for the body.
B rother and Sister Mullen were eager
to accept a l l  the Truth of God's Word.
Through the influence of these faith-
ful men preaching the Word of God,
Brother and  Sister Mullen took their
stand for the doctrine o f divine heal-
ing.

Sister Mullen was a ver y a ctive
per s on in Gospel work. She wa s
always busy using her talent in the
music ministry. Sister Mullen carried
a deep love for  the Lord and His
eternal Truth. She also carri ed  a bur-
den for those who were lost in sin
a nd others who were not prospering
in their rel ationship with God. Often
she would stand in the service and
exhort and encourage ones to draw
up close to the Lord.

Later in life Sister Mullen became
seriously aff l i c ted  with blindness.
Yet, she continued to t r ust in the God
she knew would never fail her. That
would ha ve hi nd er ed some and
caused them to lay their work and
talent aside, but not so with dear
Sister Mullen. She continued to use
her talents  for the Lord. We can re-
member her leading the singing. She
would have someone stand beside
her to help her with the w or d s  a s she
led the congregation in the songs. 

S ister Mullen was a very precious
saint and w a s  loved by all those who
knew her. She was a pri me example
of one who would not a l l ow anything
to  s tand in her way of serving God ,
not even her handicap could stop
her. Her life has touched  many, and
her  i nf luence will continue to live on
even as the Scripture states. Revela-
tion 1 4 :1 3  says, ". . . Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord from
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spi r it, that
they may rest from their labours; and
their works do follow them."

On Saturday, July 31, 2004, the
Lord saw fit in His wisdom to call the
soul of Sister Mullen to leave her
house of clay and go home to be w i th
Him. The Psalmist penned the w ords
in Ps alm 116:15, "Precious in the
si ght  o f the LORD is the death of his
saints." She has run her race and
finished her course with vi c tory. All
of life's t r ials and burdens are past.
All of her hear ta ches and afflictions
have been laid aside. Sister Mullen is
now in the arms of Jesus, experienc-
ing the joys  o f Lord, even as He has
promised.
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Andrew's Last Night
It was evening. The house doctor
accompanying the surgeon had paid
an unusual ly  late visit to the male
ward of the hospital, and the sur-
geon was now preparing to leave
when he met the nurse at the door.
"It's a pity," he said, "but that fine
young fellow at the top of the ward
will be dead by morning. It's a pity,
but we've done our very best."

Startled out of her usual calm,
she answered, "Oh! Is that possible,
doctor? But you told him he was
'doing fine,' and he is quite expect-
ing to live."

"Well , he has put up a grand
fight for life, and there is no use in
depressing him. He will probably
be unconscious in a few hours and
never know he is dying." With these
words the great surgeon went down
the corridor.

The nurse stood for a moment
hesitating; then she said to the house
doctor, "Will you not tell him,
doctor? His friends are all far away,
and he may have something to settle
or some message to send. It is hard
that he should not know. Do te l l
him."

"No, no, I shall not tell him. It is
easier for him not to know," said the
doctor. Then he added, "You can tell
him if you like."

"Then I must," she said, but
within herself she thought, "How
can I? Will he believe me in the face
of the doctor's cheering words? Is it
of any use, after all, to upset him?"

Still her first thought returned,
"He may have something to settle or
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some message to send." She finished
her evening duties; then with slow
steps made her way up to the ward,
pondering how she was to impart
her dread tidings.

The night nurse was already
at her post, and the lights turned
down in the ward when she took her
seat b y  the one who, she knew,
was dying.

"This is kind of you to come and
pay me another visit, " he said. "The
doctor said I am doing fine. Does he
think it will be long before I can be
moved? You will write to my moth-
er, won't you, and make the best of it
to her?"

She was silent a  moment, then
she said gently, "I'm afraid the doc-
tor made you think what is not true,
Andrew. You are very hurt. There is
more danger than any of us thought
at first."

It was Andrew's turn to be
silent; then, as a look of dismay
came into his eyes, he said, "You do
not mean I am going to die?"

Her grave look and the tear that
rolled down her cheek answered
him.

Again, there was a pause. He
had been a strong man,  had faced
death over and over again on the
battlefield; but this was different. It
was night in a hospital ward, all was
quiet, with nothing to distract or
take off the solemnity of knowing he
had God and e ternity to face. Pres-
ently, with quivering lips, he spoke
only two words: "How long?"

She dared not hide from him the
stern truth, and then came a low,
despair ing cry. "But I can't die! I
can't die! I'm not ready to die! What
must I do to be saved?"

She had said to the doctor, "He
might have something to settle," but
she had thought of earthly things—
things of time. He had indeed some-
thing to settle, but it meant for
eternity. All she answered was, "I
don't know. I'm not saved."

Then, with pleading voice, he
said, "Won't you pray for me? Do
pray," but the sad answer came, "I
can't. I don't know how."

What a moment for both of these
souls! Both of them were lost. In the
case of one, the last grains of sand in
life's hourglass were fast running
out, with the question unsettled,
"What must I do to be saved?"

The nurse was scarce ly less
agitated than the dying man. Then, a
Spirit-given thought surely came to
her as she said, "If it will be any
comfort to you, I will sit up and read
the Bible to you."

Andrew caught at the sugges-
tion as a drowning man might catch
at a rope thrown out to him. "Do,
do!" he eagerly said.

She turned up the light above his
bed enough to enable her to read
and picked up  a Bible that was lying
near. She hardly  knew where to
begin, but the Bible fell open at the
Gospel of Saint John. In a low, clear
voice she read of one who came to
Jesus by night. She read of that
man's need and God's love. She read
slowly, distinctly ,  and he listened



[Guest Editorial—continued on page 2]
conscience. Dear reader, this kind of end
could never bring a conclusion to  the
matter of sin in the heart. It would only
enhance the situation and make matters
worse.

There is a sur e cure for the con-
dition you are in. You simply need to
come to "The Light." Come to Jesus
Christ, the Savior of men's souls. Open
your  heart and mind to the Spirit of
God, and confess your sin to Hi m. Un-
cover those secret things that are buried
deep within your life, those things that
only you and God know about. He will
take them all away and wi l l  l i ft the
heavy burden of sin and  condemnation
from you.

When God takes away the sin, He
removes it far from you. He will not
bring it up a ga i n to trouble you. The
Psalmist said in Psalm 103:12, "As far as
ea s t  i s from the west, so far hath he
removed our transgressions from us."
What a blessing it is to be able to go to
bed and pillow your head, knowing that
the past has all been forgiven! The terri-
ble condemnation that once tormented
you is now gone. It is a ll under the
blood of Christ. 

Dear one, there is no reason for you
to go on l i vi ng under the hand of con-
demnation. Jesus Christ is offering
you full pardon from the past. Ther e
may be restitution that you will have to
take care of, or possibly a debt to society
will need to be pa i d . The assurance of
know ing your soul is clear with God
and man will bring a settled pea ce to
your hea r t  and mind like nothing else
can bring.

Will you come to the light and allow
your deeds to be made manifest? Wi l l
you put away the evi l of your doings?
Doing so would be the best move you
could ever make in your life.

Selected
eagerly, trying to grasp something to
answer the absorbing anxiety of his
soul.

Pausing a moment, she con-
tinued to read of the woman who
had her thirst quenched and her
heart satisfied. Still there was no
word from the suffering man, and
his eyes besought her  to go on.
Finally, she came to John 5:24, which
says, "Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth my  word, and be-
lieveth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life." She looked up
as she finished reading this and saw
a change in his face. The haggard
look of agony was disappearing, and
he said, "Stop there; light is coming
in. I see—I see. Leave me alone, but
come back soon. Thank you. Oh!
thank you!"

Alone with God, he remained
for half an hour. When she returned,
his face was radiant. "I have heard
His Word," he  said. "I believe the
Lord Jesus Christ bore my sins when
He was lifted up, and He has
received me—all guilty as I was. It
is not death for me  now;  it is
everlasting life. He has forgiven me."

After a minute's rest he spoke
again: "Will you meet me in Heaven?
You can never say again you don't
know the way."

"It isn't clear to me. I can't grasp
it as you have," she answered.
"He knew I had no time left, so
He let the light in quickly," the dying
man said, "but He will make it clear
to you. Tell my mother that Christ
saved me at the eleventh hour.
Peace! Peace!"

These were his last conscious
words. The grey look deepened on
his face, and very soon, as the sur-
geon had said, he had a slight con-
vulsion, and then sank into pro-
found unconsciousness, only to
awaken with the Good Shepherd
who had sought and found His lost
sheep.

What of the nurse, do you ask?
The enemy plied her with doubts
and difficulties of all kinds. She
wondered how Andrew had gotten
assurance and could meet death so
calmly, without a doubt that his sins
were forgiven, while she was tossed
with doub ts and fears. She did not
recognize that he had looked to the
Lord Jesus Christ and had gotten  a
sight of His dying upon the Cross
for his sins; that had changed every-
thing for him in a moment. She was
looking at herself and found nothing
there but sin and misery.

In this condition four years
rolled away—four dreary years; a
ray of hope coming in sometimes,
but quickly followed by darkness
and despair. Then she b ecame
acquainted with a visitor to the hos-
pital, to whom she opened her heart.
This fr iend invited her to meet a
servant of God and to hear him
preach—one who was much used
in showing  the  way of peace to
troubled souls.

The preaching was good, but it
did not meet her case. They had
some conversation, but nothing
seemed to touch her. F inally, the
preacher turned to John 5:24 and
read, "Verily, Verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth my word, and be-
lieveth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life."

Suddenly , the light broke in.
Like Andrew, she, too, said, "I see!"
and peace entered her  soul. The
same words that had met the dying
man four years before now calmed
every doubt and fear in her  heart,
and she could thank God that for her
also all was settled.

Young reader, is it settled with
you? John 5:24 is also a message for
you.

"He that covereth his sins shall
not prosper: but whoso confesse th
and forsaketh them shall have
mercy" (Proverbs 28:13).

"Behold, now i s the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of salva-
tion" (2 Corinthians 6:2). Hebrews
2:3 states, "How shall we escape, if
we neglect so great salvation?"  

Selected
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Luke 1:13 B ut  the angel said unto
him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer
is heard; and thy w i fe Elisabeth shall
bear thee a son, and thou s halt call his
name John. 

14 And thou shalt h ave joy and
gladness; and many shall r e joice at his
birth. 
16
15 For he shall be great in the sight
of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine
nor strong drink; and he shall be  filled
with the Holy Ghos t , even from his
mother's womb. 

16 And many of th e  children of
Israel shall he tur n  to the Lord their
God. 
Brother Ula Bland
17 And he shall go before him in the
spirit and power of El i as, to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the  c hildren, and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just;
to make  r e ad y a people prepared for the
Lord. 
God's Provision for Mankind

Before the foundation of the
world, God had in mind that He
would have a holy peopl e. Though
Adam failed, God had Jesus Christ
ready, before the found ation of the
w orld, to come down to earth to r e-
deem us from our  s i ns. Do you see
the provision that God  has made for
mankind? God loves ma n, and His
affection goes out to him. Even after
man failed, God gave hi m another
chance. God has given everyone who
has been born into this world a
chance to have eternal life. 
The Bible says in Matthew 1:2 1,

"And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name JESUS : for he
shall save his peopl e from their sins."
Seven hundred years before Christ
came on the scene, Isai a h announced
that a virgin would conceive and
bring forth a son. She was to call His
na me Emmanuel, which means "God
with us." Isn't God good? 

Child of God, aren't you glad
that God saved you from your sins?
God saved you from all your sins and
gave you the power to l i ve free from
sin. In Romans 6:18 Paul said, "Being
then made free from sin, ye beca me
the servants of righteousness." You
cannot become a servant of righteous-
ness unless you are free from si n.
God does  not have sinning Chris-
tians. True Chri stians do not continue
in s i n. Paul wrote in Romans 6:1-2:
"What shal l we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that gr a ce ma y
abound? God  for bi d." Thank the
Lord! Our power ful God can keep us
from sinning. 

If you are on cocaine, it would
not  be a strain for God to get you of f



cocaine. No matter how long you
have been in sin or how l ong you
have been on cocaine, Jesus Chr i s t
can save you to the uttermost. Acts
4:12 states, "Neither is there salvat i on
in any other: for ther e is none other
name und er  heaven given among
men, wher eby we must be saved."
Sinner friend , s a l va t i on i s only
through Jesus Christ the righteous,
a nd  He wants to save you. I tha nk
God that Jesus came down from
Heaven to save a wretch like me.
One s ongwriter wrote, "Amazi ng
grace! how s w e e t the sound, That saved
a wretch like me! I once was lost, but
now am found, Was blind, but now  I
see." 

Be Prepared to Meet God

The lesson that we are consider-
ing is about what the a ngel told
Zacharias. He told Zacharias that he
was going to have a son, and he told
hi m w hat that son was going to do.
The child was to be born holy from
his mother's womb, and he was to
help get people ready for Christ's
f i r s t advent. Jesus Christ wants us to
be ready when He returns. He does
not want us to be getting r eady. He
has made it possible that we can be
ready when He comes. We d o  not
know the day or the hour, but we
ca n be ready when He comes. He is
coming back after a church that  i s
without spot, wrinkle, or any such
thing. 

T he most important thing in life
is being prepared to meet your God.
Stocks and bonds and money are all
right , but the most important thing is
to be ready to meet God. G od's
preachers desire to prepare people to
meet God. Sometimes a man of God
gets talked about  and scorned, but
He is telling people to get  r eady to
meet God, because Jesus Christ is
coming. 

There is no time for foolishness,
and nothing on this earth is worth
losing your soul over. No matter how
good something looks  or how valu-
able it seems, it  is not worth losing
your soul over. That i s  the reason
Jesus Christ felt compelled to ask this
question in Matthew 16:26: "For wha t
is a man profited, if he s hall gain the
whole world, and lose his own s oul?
or what shall a man give in exchange
for his soul?" God wanted man saved
s o  much that He was willing to gi ve
His onl y  begotten Son. John 3:16
reads, "For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son,
tha t whosoever believeth i n hi m
s hould not perish, but have everlast-
i ng life." Also, Jesus wanted us saved
so much tha t  He was willing to give
Hi s  l ife for us. Yet some people have
the audacity to say, "I am not ready
to get saved." Sinner friend, who are
you to reject the love o f Jesus Christ
and say, "I  a m not ready"? If He were
to take a w ay your breath and call
your soul into eternity, your flesh
w oul d not be anything but a big
hunk of meat lying dead. 

Dear one, you need to be ready.
Jesus came to get you ready for that
glad day. Therefore, you should  be
glad to d o  a s  the Apostle Paul ad-
monished i n Hebrews 12:1, which
reads, "Wherefore [the word where-
fore refers to what Paul said in Chap-
ter 11] seeing we also a r e compassed
about with so grea t  a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside [never to pi ck
it up again] every weight , a nd the
s i n w hich doth so easily beset us, and
let us run w i th patience the race that
is set before us." All the devils in hell
cannot stop you from getting saved if
you want to be saved. God will s a ve
you from all your sins.

In All Your Ways
Acknowledge Him

 
Proverbs 3:5 says, "Trust in the

LORD with a l l  thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding."
There are a  l o t of misunderstandings
going on. T he reason for the misun-
derstandings  is that people are lean-
ing to thei r  ow n understanding.
From God's mouth come wisdom,
know ledge, and understanding. No
matter how w el l  you can read, if God
does not give you the understanding
of some things, you wil l  never get it.
It takes God  to give you understand-
ing. Misunderstanding s ituations and
listening to false reports about peopl e
is splitting the chur ch in many
places, and it ought not to be. When
Christ s plits the clouds, He must find
us l oving one another. You are not
pr epared to go back with Him if you
do not love your brothers and sisters
in Christ. Furthermore, you cannot
go  back with Jesus Christ if you do
not. John wrote i n 1 John 3:14, "We
know tha t  we have passed from
death unto life, becaus e we love the
brethren." 

T he Proverb writer said i n
Proverbs 3:6 that if you acknowledge
the Lord in all your ways, He will
direct your paths. That is a pr omise,
and what God has promised, He will
fulfill. It is impossible for God to lie.
When He could not swear by any
greater , He swore by Himself; He is
the greatest. 

Today people want to take the
words "under God" out of the Pledge
of Allegiance, yet our congress opens
its ses s i ons with prayer; they call on
God, but many of them d o not want
His name mentioned. That is a trick
of the devi l . Church of God, we have
a great work to do. We must stand
for what is right, regardless of the
circums ta nces . T ake the issue of
same-sex marriages . According to
God's Word, tw o people of the same
sex ca nnot  get married. Someone
needs to have the courage to  tel l
people that homosexuali ty, lesbian-
ism, and s a me-s ex  marriage are
agai ns t  righteous principles. When
God instituted ma r riage, he insti-
tuted it between a man a nd  a wom-
an, not between two people of the
same sex. 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:16, "Let
your light so shine befor e men, that
they may see your good works, and
gl or ify your Father which i s  i n
heaven." You can tell people the
Truth i n love, but you must tell them
what  the Bible says. It was God who
instituted ma r r iage; it is God who
puts a man and a woman together. 

Jesus said in Matthew 19:5, "For
this cause shall a man leave father
and mother, and shall cleave to  his
wife: and they twain shall be one
flesh?" Today people are trying to
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change the plan of God. I thank God
for  His Word! It will keep you
s traight if you will obey it. The
Ps almist wrote in Psalm 119:11, "Thy
word have I hid in mine heart, that I
might not sin against thee."

Walk Not After the Flesh

Paul said  i n Romans 8:1-4:
"There is ther efor e now no con-
d emnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spir i t. For the law
of the Spirit of l i fe in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of
sin and death. For wha t  the law
could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending his
own Son i n the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in
the flesh: That the righteousness of
the l aw might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after  the
Spirit."

God wants  to make ready a
people prepared for the L ord. He did
not prepare your body for  fornica-
tion. He did not prepare your body
for same-sex relationships. Your body
belongs to the Lord. You a r e not your
own; you are bought  w i th a price,
and  you belong to the great Creator
of  Heaven and earth. First Corinthi-
ans 6:19-20 d eclares: "What? know ye
not tha t your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost  which is in you,
which ye have of God, and ye are
not your  own? For ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and  i n your spirit, which
are God's." 

Jeremiah 3:15 says, "And I will
give you pastors according to mine
heart, which shall feed you w i th
know ledge and understanding." That
is what God's men feed you. If you
have a pastor who is feeding you
with Truth and knowledge and un-
derstanding, you should not let any-
one draw you away from that pastor
and fill your ears with gossip about
that man. 

When Paul called  the elders
together at Ephesus, he s aid, "Take
heed therefore unto yourselves, and
to all the flock, over the which the
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H o l y  G h os t  ha th ma d e yo u
overseers, to feed the church of God,
which he hath purchased  w ith his
own blood" (Acts 20:28). 

Not everyone can eat Church of
God food, and those who can have to
start on the milk  f i rst. It takes holy
men of God to  feed the flock, and it
takes Church of God people to eat
this food. Vers e 2 9  reads, "For I know
this, that after my depa rting shall
grievous wolves enter in among you,
not sparing the flock." 

Verse 31 continues, "Therefore
watch, a nd  remember, that by the
s pa ce of three years I ceased not to
warn every one ni ght and day with
tears." Paul told Timothy in 1 Timo-
thy 4:1, "Now the Spirit speaketh
expressly, that in the la t ter times
s ome shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils." 

Christ is coming back for a
people prepared for God. Many peo-
ple may not believe that, but wha t  i f
some d o  not believe? Does that make
the Word of God of  none effect? No!
He is coming back for His chur ch,
one without spot, wrinkle, or any
such thing. Before He returns, I hope
and pray that people see themselves
as they ought to and stop the division
and come back together  a s  one
Church of G od. That is my prayer, to
s ee God's people come together
where they can be a  b lessing to one
another. We need one another ; we
need one another's help and encour-
agement. We should never entertain
the thought that we do not need one
another. 

Are You Pure in Heart?

I love the blessed old Chur ch of
God. We d o  not have to march for
our freedom. God has set  us  free. He
was taken out of one bl ood  and made
all nations , and He has given every-
one on this earth the oppor tunity to
inherit eternal life. He is a just God.
He does not consider whether one is
pretty or ugly or white or black. He
is looking on souls. Ezekiel 18:20
s a ys, "The soul that sinneth, it sha l l
die." There is no place for prejudices
i n God's church. He wants us to love
one another the Bible way. 

You cannot  be ready for God if
you have an unforgiving spirit. If
someone has done something to you
a nd  you have not forgiven that per-
son for it, you need to ask G od  to
give you grace to forgive him or  her.
When Christ splits the clouds, if you
ha ve an unforgiving spirit, you ca n-
not go where He is, no ma t ter how
wel l  you can sing or preach. If you
are holding something against some-
one, remember w hat Jesus said in
Matthew 6:14-15: "For if ye forgive
men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you: But i f  ye
forgive not  men their trespasses,
neither will your  Father forgive your
trespasses." It does not make any
difference what a pers on has done to
you, you ought to forgive that one.
As Christ was hanging on the Cr os s ,
He was able to say, "Fa ther, forgive
them; for they know not what  they
do" (Luke 23:34). 

You cannot have envy, jealousy,
or strife in your heart when Jesus
returns if  you want to go to Heaven.
Jesus sai d in Matthew 5:8, "Blessed
are the pure i n heart: for they shall
s ee God." Friend, God can ma ke
your heart  pure. When God made
man, He made him pure and  holy.
G od  did not make men to carry on a s
they are today.

Fr i end , God is giving you
another chance. He has set before
you life and death. Now you have
to make a choice. The life is in Christ
Jesus. If you d o not want Christ Jesus,
then you d o not want life. You can
have eterna l  l i fe, but  i t  mus t
be through Christ Jesus our  Lord.
Thank the Lord, you have a chance
to live forever. Praise the Lord! I
thank God for His goodness a nd
for the provision He has made for
mankind. No one has to  go  to hell,
no matter how poor you are or
how illitera te you a re. You can
choose eternal death or eternal life. I f
you choose Christ Jesus, you are
choosing life. 
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Brother E. David Stegmeier
Living a Victorious Life

It is not popul a r to live holy, but
thank God, we can through Christ.
Praise the Lord! The w ord reigning
a ccording to Webster's dictiona r y,
means "the pow er  to possess or exer-
cise sovereign or rul i ng power, to
govern, or to control, to exercise au-
thority." As a child of God, you can
reign i n this world. God does not
want you to be defeated. He wants
you to  be victorious. Spiritual l y
speaking, you have to fight for what
you have, but you have to fight in
the right way. This is not a ca r na l
battle. You must fight according to
the principles in God's Word. 

We read  in Romans 5:17, ". . .
they which receive abundance o f
grace. . . ." You can receive all the
grace f r om God that you need. You
need grace in your home. Obedience
to the Gospel makes you very whole-
some—a wholes ome hus ba nd  or
wife, a whol esome father or mother.
G od's people are a wholesome peo-
ple. In God's storehouse He has all
the grace you need  to reign. Romans
5:17 continues, ". . . they w hich re-
ceive a bundance of grace and of the
gift of righteousness shall reign i n
life by one, Jesus Christ." 

In 2 Timothy 2:12 the Apostle
Paul, writing to the young ma n of
God, said, "If we suffer, we shall also
reign with him." You wi l l  have to do
some suffering. You wil l  have to
suffer some persecution. Many times
you will ha ve to suffer things that
you do not think you deserve. Nev-
ertheless, if you suffer in the right
way, you can reign with Christ. 

John wrote in Revelation 1 :5-6:
"And from Jesus Christ, w ho is the
faithful witness, and the first begot-
ten of the dead, and the pr ince of the
kings of the earth. Unto him that
loved us, and washed us from our
sins i n his own blood, And hath
made us kings and priests unto God
and his Father ; to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
Child of G od , d id you know that you
a r e a king? You have royal blood
flowing through your veins. God's
people are the finest. God has made
us  ki ngs  and priests, and it i s
through Chr i st that we reign in this
life. 

Before I was saved, I used to
think, "Oh, i f  I could only have the
victory over that." As a young boy, I
thought, "If I could just live at the
church like Samuel, I could live a
victor i ous life." Friend, God wants to
give you the grace to live a vi c tor i ous
life that shows the world that you
have something they do not have. 

Revelation 5:9 read s , "And they
[the antecedent of  ' they' is the word
saints] sung a  new song, saying,
Thou art worthy to take the book,
a nd  to open the seals thereof: for thou
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to
God by thy blood out of ever y kin-
dred, and tongue, and people, and
nation." 
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Reigning Over Sin

In my life as a Christian, the false
doctr i ne that I have met most often
(and I think it is the most prevalent
in the world), is the doctrine of "sin
you must, sin you can't help it." G od
intends for  all mankind to live holy.
Today men want to change that, but
it is up to  d ate. It is the best thing for
mankind. 

I f  you are going to be a
Christian, you can expect  the devil to
work on you. Some people have
commented, "I never had so ma ny
battles until I became a Christian."
The devil works on Christians . Be-
cause we are livi ng in a day when
the doctrine of "sin you must" is so
prevalent everywhere, I have as ked
people, "Wher e did you get that
i d ea ?" Often they reply, "From
Roma ns , Chapter 7." I ask them,
"Have you ever read Chapter 6? You
see, it is like a  l etter. When you re-
ceive a letter, you read the whole
thing, don't you?  You don't read just
the third or fourth paragraph." Some
time ago, an individual w a s talking
about a book, and he was givi ng a
whole different slant on the book. He
took one statement f r om a certain
chapter and used it out of context. I
s a i d, "Brother, you need to read the
whole book." So it is with the doc-
trine of "sin you must." You need to
read the entire Book. 

In Romans 6:1-2 Paul s tated:
"Wha t shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, tha t  gr a ce may
abound? God forbid." In other words,
Paul w a s  saying, "God forbid such a
thought that we woul d  continue in
sin," yet it is prevalent today. Paul
wrote in Romans 8:1, "There is there-
fore now [right now, in your heart as
a Christian] no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not a f ter  the flesh, but after the
Spirit." Friend, you can reign over
sin today. You need to read  the
whole Book. 

Too many people are under the
control and the rule and the influence
of the devil, but you do not have to
be. You can tell the devil where he
ought to go. There is a place pre-
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pared for him. He does not have to
have an influence over you. You can
rule over him. 

Having Triumphant Faith

You can have triumphant faith.
Church of God, did you know that
we are members of a tri umphant
church? We are reigning. Jesus said
in John 10:10, "I am come that they
might have life, and tha t they might
ha ve it more abundantly." I thank
God for this abundant l i fe! Friend,
God wants you to reign with Jesus
right  here in this world and then
eternally in the other world. 

Martin Luther said, "Next to the
Bible, nothing has bles s ed the hearts
of mankind more than the songs of
God." In our hymnal entitled "Eve-
ning Light S ongs," we have a song
that we sing called "The Chur ch
Triumphant." It reads:

Men speak of a "church triumphant"
As something on earth unknown,
They think us beneath the tyrant 

[the old devil, but we can 
tread on him] 

Until we shall reach our home.

O cannot the great Redeemer
Prevail over Satan here? [Yes!]
Or must we remain yet under 
Confusion, pressed down in fear? 

[No! God is not the author of
confusion. God's people are 
not living in confusion; we 
are walking in the light.]

He built on a sure foundation, 
[Christ is that sure foundation]

And said that the gates of hell
Against her divine munition
Can never indeed prevail. [Praise

God! The church is going on.] 

'Tis not in the church of Jesus
That people yet live in sin;
But in the dark creeds they're joining,
And vainly are trusting in.

God's church is alone triumphant,
In holiness all complete;
And all the dark pow'rs of Satan
She tramples beneath her feet.
Thank God for a church triumphant,
All pure in this world below!
For the kingdom that Jesus founded
Does triumph o'er every foe.

I praise God for  a  way out of sin!
I hate sin. I think of the stor y o f  the
little boy who went to  church one
day. He went home a nd his father
said, "How was it?" 

He said, "It was good."
Hi s father said, "What did the

preacher preach on?"
He said, "Well, he spoke a  lot

about sin."
"Well," the father said, "what did

he say about sin?"
The little boy thought for  a

moment, and then he said, "I don't
know, but I can tell you tha t  he sure
didn't like it." God hates sin, and His
people hate sin. 

G od's people are a reigning
people. I thank God that we can
reign. I  am reigning; I am a king.
How about you? The Apostle Paul
wrote in Romans 1:16, "For I am not
ashamed of  the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto s a l va tion to
every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek [or Gen-
t i le]." The power of God can enabl e
you to reign in this life. Are you
reigning? Thank God, you can reign.

A reigning peopl e was seen
in the prophesies of the Old Testa-
ment prophets. The Song of Solomon
6:10 says, "Who is she that looketh
forth as the morning, fair as the
moon, clear as the sun, and terrib l e
as an army with banner s?" God has
a conquering, victorious, ruling peo-
ple.

"Whosoever Abideth in 
Him Sinneth Not"

I want to  enumerate some things
that we can rule over. First of all, we
can rule over the devil. Jes us  s aid in
Luke 10:19, "Behold, I  give unto you
power to tread on serpents and scor -
pions, and over all the power of the
enemy: and nothing shall by any
means hurt you." The devil ca n only
work for your good. We have power
over the devil. As sai nts  o f God, we



a r e kings, and we can reign over the
devil and his forces. Praise God! 

You may ask, "Can I reign over
s i n?" Absolutely! In John 8:36 Jesus
was deali ng with the topic of sin. He
said, "If the Son therefore shall make
you fr ee, ye shall be free indeed."
God's people a re free indeed, and we
reign over sin. Dear one, you do not
ha ve to sin. Those who fight sinless
l iving quite often refer to 1 John 1:8
where it s a ys , "If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth i s  not in us." That is
what it says, but do not s top there.
They also refer to vers es  9-10: "If we
confess our s i ns, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to
c l eanse us from all unrighteousness.
I f  we say that we have not sinned ,
we make him a liar, and his word is
not in us."

T here were no chapter breaks in
the original Word. Let us continue. In
1 John 2:1-2 John d eclared: "My little
children, these things w r i te I unto
you [this rule], that ye sin not. [This
is the rule. Is there an exception? Yes,
and it reads a s  follows.] And if any
man sin, we have an advocate w ith
the Father, Jesus Christ the r i gh-
teous: And he is the propitiation for
our sins: and not for our s  only, but
also for the sins of the whole world."

John did not stop ther e. It would
be good for you to read all of Chapter
3. Verse 5 says, "And ye know tha t
he was ma ni fested to take away our
sins; and in him is no si n." This is
such a wonderful way to live! 

G od keeps husbands and wives
clean and  holy. When there is no sin,
that cements a mar riage; that keeps
a marriage together. Obedience to
the Gospel of Jesus Christ keeps a
mar r i age together. I thank God for
the teaching of holiness! 

John continued in verses 6-10:
"Whosoever abideth in him sinneth
not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen
him, neither known him. Little chil-
dren, let no man d eceive you: he that
doeth r i ghteous nes s  is righteous,
even as he i s righteous. He that
committeth sin i s  of the devil [that is
very strong l anguage]; for the devil
sinneth from the beginning. For this
purpose the Son of God was mani -
fes ted , that he might destroy the
works of the devil. 

"Whosoever is born of G od doth
not commit s i n; for his seed [or his
nature] remaineth in him: a nd he
cannot sin, because he is born of
God .  In this [In what? In not sinning
a nd in sinning] the children of G od
are manifest, and the chi ldren of the
devil: whosoever doeth not  r i gh-
teousness is not of God, neither he
that loveth not his brother." 

Reigning Over Self
and Temptation

We can reign over the devi l , we
ca n reign over sin, and we can reign
over self. The greatest ba t tle that
people have today is reigning over
self. The more you reign over self,
the more you give of yourself to God,
the greater service He will put you
to. God will us e you according to
how much you give yourself to Him.

D. L. Moody said, "It r ema ins to
be s een what God can do with a ma n
who truly gi ves himself completely
to Him." I want to be like tha t , don't
you? Are you reigning over self? In
Galatians 2:2 0  Paul said, "I am cruci-
fied with Christ: [Crucifixion is a
pa i nful  d ea th. Sometimes people
suffer quite a lot of pain in put t ing
self to death.] nevertheles s  I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me." 

One song that we sing says,
"Rea d y to go, ready to stay, ready to
d o  thy will." As we live holy lives ,
the more we give oursel ves com-
pletely to Him, the mor e He will use
us ; but His will must be done in our
lives. I wa nt His will to be done in
my life, don't you? If Christ lives in
you, your life is clean, holy, and
pure. Christ lives in you so that you
can reign over self. 

What else can we reign over ? We
can reign over temptation. We meet
w i t h  t e m p t a t i on ever y d a y.
We ca nnot reign over temptation
in the sense that it will never bother
us. We w i ll always be tempted, but
we can reign over the power of temp-
tation. 

Fi r s t  Corinthians 10:13 says,
"There hath no temptation taken you
but such as is common to man [the
only way you can reign over tempta-
tion is through the grace of God, and
you can]: but God is faithful, [Some-
times people say, 'The devil ma d e
me do it.' No, you a l l owed the devil.
You can reign because God  i s faith-
ful.] who will not suffer you to be
tempted above tha t  ye are able; but
will with the temptation also make a
way to  es ca pe, that ye may be able to
bear it." Thank God! Paul said in 2
Corinthians 2:1 4 , "Now thanks be
unto God, which always  ca useth us to
triumph in Chris t , and maketh mani-
fest the savour of his knowl ed ge by
us in every place." Are you reign-
ing? If not, you can. 

Reigning Over Tribulation

Next, we can reign over tribu-
lation. What is tribul ation? All kinds
of things make up t r i bulation, such
as affliction and stressful problems
that we encounter in life day by day.
We are go i ng through much tribula-
tion today, but we can rei gn over it.
We do not  ha ve to live under it; we
can reign over it. You may ask,
"Does it hurt  you? Does it bother
you?" Oh, yes. I am st ill human, but
I st i l l  have the joy of God in my
heart. I still enjoy living, and I have
a hope. The church is a conquering
church. I see a great future for the
church. I am encouraged. 

Jesus said in John 16:33, "These
things I have spoken unto you, that
in me ye might have peace." Thank
God, we can ha ve peace. I am enjoy-
ing wonderful peace and a clear con-
science. When I lay down, my s l eep
is s w eet. As Christians, our con-
sciences are clea r . We experience
tribulation all around us, yet within
we can have perfect peace. The Bible
s ays in Isaiah 26:3, "Thou wilt keep
him i n perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed in thee." 

Jesus said in John 16:33, "These
things I ha ve spoken unto you, that-
 in me ye might  ha ve peace. In the
w orld ye shall have tribulation: but
be o f  good cheer; I have overcome
the world." No ma tter what comes,
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Hardening of the heart ages

people more

quickly than hardening

of the arteries.
we ca n be of good cheer. God's peo-
ple are happy, contented, cheerful,
and peaceful. 

In Romans 8:35-39 the Apostle
Paul wrote: "Who shal l  separate us
fr om the love of Chr i s t?  s ha l l
tribul a t i on, or distress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or  nakedness, or
peril, or sword ? As it is written, For
thy sake we a re killed all the day
long; we are accounted as sheep for
the slaughter. Na y, i n a l l  these
things we are mor e than conquerors
through him that loved us. [What did
Paul mean? We gain by the things
that we encounter in life, and we
come out stronger. Those things do
not diminish our  s trength, but we
gain ex per i ence. We are stronger
after encountering some of the things
that Paul mentioned. We are more
than conquerors.] 

"For I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi-
palities, nor powers, nor things pres-
ent, nor things  to come, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other  creature,
[The Word of God is all inc l us ive. No
one can hinder us, and no one can
keep us from the love of God.] shall
be able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord."

God has a triumphant church,
made of triumphant ind i vi d ua l s .
Chr i stian friend, you can conquer
every day. Sometimes you can con-
quer by keeping your mouth shut.
There is a time to speak and a ti me to
be quiet. Jesus was a conquering
Savior in Pilate's judgment hall w hen
He said nothing. 

Reigning Over Every Foe

Too many a re suffering continual
defeat, but they do not  have to.
Friend, you d o  not have to be de-
feated in the battles of life. You can
reign now, if you will. My quest i on
is, Are you reigning? D. S. Wa rner
began the song "Reigning in This
Life" with a question. The first verse
reads, "Do you triumph, O my brother,
Over all this world of sin? In each storm
of tribulation, Does your Jes us  reign
within?"
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Do you t riumph in your home?
Husband, wife, do you talk to each
other as you should? Do you love
each other? Do you show that love i n
your expressions, your speech, and
your act i ons? Wherever you are em-
ployed, do you show  that you are a
conquering Christian? When you are
under pressure, are you reigning?
We should reign over every situa -
t i on. If you are not reigning over
every situat i on, then you should feel
condemned. Do  you triumph over
every temptation? 

You onl y  r eign when you burn
all the brid ges  behind you. Are you
reigning over s i n?  Have you de-
s t royed all the foes in your former
life? Does your Jesus reign within?
We are in a battle today, a terrific
battle. As God' s  people, we must
follow divine, righteous principles. I
want the connection that I have with
God to be clear. I d o  not want one
thing between me and God. 

The second ver s e o f D. S.
Warner's song reads, "One  we hail as
Ki ng immortal, He did earth and hel l
subdue; And  bequeathing [giving or
granting] us his glory, W e  are kings
anointed too." [Is n't that wonderful?
What a privilege we have as God's
people!] 

The third and fourth ver ses read:
"Shall we, then, by sin be humbl ed?
Mus t  we yield to any foe? No, by
heaven's gift we 'r e  reigning Over all
this world be low. Oh, what grace and
high promotion That in J esus I should be
Raised from sin to royal honor, Even
reigning,  Lord  with  thee."   There  is  no
higher calling than the calling to be
a chi l d  of God. Paul said in Ephe-
sians 4:1, "I  therefore, the prisoner of
the Lord, beseech you that ye walk
worthy of the vocation w her ewith ye
are called." 

The fifth verse says, "All this li fe
is blissful sunsh i ne, Earth is subject at
our feet; Heaven p our s  its richest
blessings Round our throne of love
complete ." Isn't it wonderful when
you go through a battle or a great
tribulation and God gives you the
grace to say nothing or to speak the
right words at the right time? When
you go through i t  i n a  s a intly
manner, joy and the peace of God
flood your soul. 

The last verse a nd the chorus
read: "The n we'll sing and shout the
story, Of the wondrous  blood divine;
Full salvation, glory, glory! I am reign-
ing all the time. I am reigning, sweetly
reigning, Far above this world of strife;
In my blessed loving Savior, I am
reigning in this life." Thank the Lord,
we can reign in this life. 

Dear one, Are you reigning in
this life? If you are not reigning, God
wants you to reign. God  w ants you to
have the power to sa y no to the
devil, to temptation, and  to self. He
wants you to reign over  every foe in
your life. Are you? God  has greater
victory than for you to succumb to
the enemies that  you meet. God
w a nts  you to  reign over ever y
enemy that I  have enumerated in
this message. Are you reigning?
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Everything is measured by some
standar d  of value. Material things are
mea s ur ed  by  l ength, br ea d th,
weight, density, useful ness, or intrin-
sic value. Character also has its s tan-
dard of measurement. Some people
are valued more highly tha n others,
whether in the community, in the
church, or in the nation. People are
valued, not for their physi ca l  size or
weight, but for their abi l ities, and
more especially for their  characters.
In a Christian the special thing of
value, and the only special thing, is
his character. If one's character is not
of a higher and better qual ity than
that of peopl e i n general, one has no
right to the name Christian.

The quality of one's char a cter is
indicated in various w a ys . One's
w or d s are generally a clear index to
one's character. A person is judged
by them, and his value is reckoned
by the reliance that may be placed
upon his word. We know some on
whose word we fully rely. If they tell
us anythi ng, w e believe them. If
they make us a promise, we do not
expect it to be broken. We rely upon
them because they have shown by
their conduct tha t  they themselves
place a high val ue upon their own
word. Of such persons  it is often said,
"I f  he s a ys  it is so, it is true" or "If he
makes a promise, he will fulfill it."
S uch men wield a strong influence in
a community. People ca n easily be-
lieve and trust in their character. It is
a sad fact that such individuals are
the exception rather that the rule,
even among professed Christ i a ns .
How many times promises are made
only to be broken or for gotten! This
is a grave matter and  marks a serious
d efect in Christian character . We
should never make a pr omise unless
we fully expect to ful f ill it, and we
ought to feel under deep obl i gation
to keep our promise. If  we are care-
less and neglectful  o f  this, it is sure to
lower us in men's esteem, and we
shall be cheapened and discredited.

Hasty Promises

Many times promises  are made
hastily. The person does not stop to
cons i der what he is really promising;
he does not weigh its meaning. He
s ays, "Yes, yes, I will"; but la ter
when he thinks the matter over, it
looks different to hi m. He is sorry
that he made the promise and begi ns
to look for  s ome way out so that he
will not have to fulfil it.

These ha sty promises are just as
binding as any others. If we ignore
them and do not make our word
good, the persons  to whom we have
mad e them will have just reason to
condemn us. It is easier to make
pr omises than it is to fulfil them.
Bewar e o f making haste to promise.
Think about the ful fillment. Think
whether you really want  to  do, or
really w ill do, what you promised.
Consider your  pr omi ses binding0
You should have the fear  o f God
before you in this matter just as much
as in other things. If you wish people
to value your word, you must show
that you value it yourself. If you do
not va l ue it enough to keep it, do not
expect others to value it. If you val ue
your word, it will make you careful
a bout  your promises—ca r eful  i n
making them, ca r eful in keeping
them.

Do not make rash promises.
Consider what you are promising. Is
it something that you can perform?
Cons i d er  your  ability and what
things may hinder. Ha ve you any
just reason to suppose that you can
fulfil it? Would it be wise for you to
do it? Would it be best? Have you
made other promises tha t  will conflict
with it? Remember  that when you
once promise, if you do not keep
your word, your failure leaves a
shadow upon your character  in the
mind of the one you promised unless
there is some good and sufficient
reason to excuse you in his sight.

Do not make careless promises.
T he Bible tells us that in our pla n-
ni ng we should say, "If the Lor d
will"; that is, we should take into
consideration that the unex pected
may happen. We do not know the
future; therefore, we ought not to
make our promises too posi t i ve. We
ought to qua l ify them so as to allow
for hindrances.
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We ought to be honest in making
our promises. Many promises a r e
made when there is no intention of
carrying them out. Ma ny people,
rather than to sa y no , will promise
and then refuse to perform, thereby
making thems elves liars. They have
not  manhood enough to refuse and
honestly tell why, so they make a
promise and break i t . That is the
coward' s  way out. It is the dishonest
way out.

Some people say, "If the Lord
w i l l s , I will do so," when they do not
cons i d er  the Lord in the matter at all,
but simply mean, "If I don't change
my mind." Do not throw the odium
on the Lord. If you think you may
change your mind, do not commit
yourself definitely. I f you are not
fully d eci d ed, do not be afraid to say
that you do not know w hat you will
do. B e honest enough to let the other
know the state o f  your mind. Be
hones t  i n making promi s es ; be
honest in fulfilling them.

Fidelity to Promises

Do not ma ke too many pro-
mises. He who is too free to promise,
places little value upon his promises.
He forgets them readily or  l ets some
tr i f l e hinder the performa nce o f
them. He always has a ready excuse
to ease his  conscience and to release
himself from the obligation. This
indicates a w a nt  of character and  a
lack of real sincerity.

When you ma ke a promise, do
not forget i t  a nd do not break it.
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 character an
Never disappoint people when you
can help it. They feel disappointment
as keenly as you do. Ther e is an old
saying that "promises are like pie
crust—made to be broken." Are your
promises of the pie crust variety?

Possibly  you have heard the
story of the old deacon. A man came
to him one day to endeavor to get
him to ful f i l  a promise that he had
made. The deacon refus ed. The other
urged and entr ea ted him, but still he
refused, and finally sai d , "The Bible
says that w e should let our words be
yea, yea and nay, na y; a nd my
words are s o ." "Yes," quickly retorted
the other, "when you are asked to
make a promise, they are yea, yea;
but  when you are asked to fulfil it ,
they are nay, nay." This is one br a nd
of yea-and-nay Chr istians, but not
the kind in whom God delights or
man trusts.

When you make promises, keep
them. They are a tes t  o f your charac-
ter. I do not mean that you should be
under bond a ge to your promises.
Sometimes we full y  believe we can
and will perform them, but later  find
that it is impossible. In s uch a case,
we shoul d explain matters and so
relieve the mind of the one to  w hom
the promise was made and show him
that the failure to make good our
word is not due to neglect or  unwill-
ingness. Keep your business prom-
i s es . Many persons get into debt and
promise to pay and then jus t  let
things drift along. T his is wrong. Pay
your debts when you agree to, or
give a reason for not doing so, a nd
ke care of you
d your reputat
care of itself.
let it be a reason, not  a n excuse. If
you promise to do work for someone,
do it. Keep your promi s e if you must
sacrifice to do so.

Many parents are very careless
a nd  i nconsiderate regarding thei r
promises to their children. Childr en
will "tease" for things if allowed. Too
many times parents make promises
that they do not expect ever  to  fulfil,
just to be rid of the chil dren's asking.
Childr en soon learn the value of such
promises, and they l earn the value of
your chara cter . Do not lie to your
children; do not make promises to
them unless you mea n them. If you
make promises  to  them and then are
unable to keep them, va l ue your
word and thei r respect enough to
explain to them the reason.

Reader , what is your word
w orth? What value do others place on
it? What va lue does God place on it?
God wants you to "speak the truth,
and lie not." Your standing, your
influence, and your  us efulness all
depend upon your fa i thfulness. If
you are faithful, you will be faithful
to your pr omises. Think seriously
over these things. If you are at fa ul t ,
set about to  amend. Such a fault will
be a blight upon your life and upon
your character until it is corrected .
When the psalmist pictures a righ-
teous man, he says that he "sweareth
[promiseth] to his own hurt, and
changeth not." Are you that sort of
righteous person?
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(But Faith Unlocks the Door)

"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
 find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you."
Prayer is one  of God's greatest
gifts to man, and one of man's
greatest privileges. Prayer is more
than a form of words ;  it has an
inner heart and  a life itself. It is a
living communication to God and
often seems no more than a
heart-to-heart talk with Him, yet
how many times problems have
been solved by such a talk and
we rejoice of the benefits.

The spirit of fellowship grows
and  the supply of needs are met
through prayer. What an avenue
to travel!

P rayer brings an answer al -
ways greate r than the thing
asked for, and it refreshes the
soul  in God. It lifts us above
our difficulties. It opens new op-
portunities for service and bright-
ens the mind  to clearer thinking.

Praye r must be considered as
a means, not an end. The  help
we crave and need and the help
we receive is only a small part—a
suspended realm—and God  and
the things of God are made real.

The great f ixed gulf of sin and
trouble is crossed by faith and
prayer, and  Christ and His Truth
i s  the bridge over which we pass .

Prayer may be as mi ld  and
warm as a May day or as  fierce as
a winter's blast, d epending upon
the  heart from which it flows. It i s
said on the field of prayer,
through the power of the pre-
cious blood of Christ, that Satan,
sin, and the world meet their
Waterloo.

Real prayer is an inspiration
that lifts and brightens. New
power comes  into the life to make
things go. It carr i e s  at its girdle
the heavenly keys of spiritual
knowledge and of all divine mys-
teries.

Prayer without faith is only a
husk, or a shell, but with faith it
contains the seed-corn of a
million harvests.

Proper prayer is a mighty  en-
gine of war (spiritual war). It is
the  voice heard around the
world. It is the most serious con-
versation that man utters. It can
touch the highest heaven and
shake the lowest hell.

The prayer of faith is more
powerful than dynamite, and
more lasting than Gib ral tar's
rock. It shoots straighter than a
missile and much higher, for the
Spirit of God sets the range
finder.

Prayer is as Jacob's ladder,
wi th the angels of God ascending
and descending, taking up the
petitions and bringing back the
answers.

Prayer may be as simple as a
baby's c ry , as eloquent as a tear,
as secret as a heart pang, as swi f t
as the lightning, as mighty as the
tornadic winds, as sweet as the
blossoms of spring, as deep as the
bottomless pit, as high as the
heavens, as strong as love, and as
divine as Christ Himself.

Prayer is the key: it f i ts the
door of faith and unlocks the
entrance to God's presence. A
great and new world will open up
to you through its doors.

Those who never add fasting
to praye r have never learned ac-
tually how nourishing it is to
feast with God.

It is said, "He who cannot
keep awake praying will be as leep
when the answer comes."

Remember, "If ye shall ask
. .  .  I will do." That is a divine
promise. No matter how great our
petition, His promise is always
"exceedingly abundantly above all
that we ask or think."
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   to attend the 
   Winter  Camp  Meeting

      December 27-30, 2004
(Firs t  Service Begins  Monday evening at  7 :00 p .m.)

God's Acres, Newark, Ohio

jx jxÄvÉÅx lÉâ àÉ VÉÅx tÇw 
jÉÜá{|Ñ à{x _ÉÜw j|à{ há4

MEALS reasonably priced (full-time ev angelists and pastors [with spouses] half-price). LODGING
free-will offering basis. Heated dormitories av ailable. Bring your own bedding, if possible. NO PETS.

Name______________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________State______________Zip_______________

Phone__________________________________Date Needed________________________

____Number in family ____Number for boys' dorm
____Number of rooms needed ____Number for women's dorm
____Number of beds needed ____Number for girls' dorm

Send Reserv ations to:  Dav id L. Bush 
       725 N. Cedar Street, Newark, OH 43055

or Call (740) 345-1213
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