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Workers Too Numerous to Mention

T HE CHURCH OF GOD BELIEVES IN:
A personal God (John 4:24)
A divine Christ (John 1:1, 14)
An infallibly inspired Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
Salvation from sin (Matt. 1:21)
The new birth (John 3:3, 5-7
A holy life (Luke 1:73-75; Titus 2:12)
Sanctification (1 Thess. 5:23)
Unity of God's people (John 17:21, Eph. 4)
Divine, physical healing (James 5:14-16)
The ordinances (Matt. 28:19-20; John 13;
1 Cor. 11:23, 34)
Eternal life (Matt. 25:46; Mark 9:43)
The Trinity (1 John 5:7, 8)

harmony that every person on t he c ampgrounds could say as the Apostle
Peter did in Matthew 17:4, "Lord, it is good for us to be here."
The meeting c l o s ed Friday night, December 31, and the Lord moved in
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H. D i c k erson, who was the evening evangelist for the meeting, bringing a
challenging message entitled, "Running O ur Course Willingly." Tuesday
morning Brother E. David Stegmeier from Canby, Oregon, who served as the
morning evangel ist, preached an enlightening message from Malachi's
prophesy concerning "Purifying t he Sons of Levi." In the afternoon services

did not hinder those traveling, and the meeting was very well attended . We
were fortunate to ha v e o ne brother from the mission fields in attendance,
Brother Joseph Mbui from Kenya, East Africa.
The meeting was per m eated with such a sweet spirit of love, unity and
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back into the fold of God as well.
The meeting began Monday night, Decem b er 27, 1999, with Brother C.

souls were getting saved in the young people's services. Wednesday night the
Holy Spirit moved in such a manner that there wa s no pr ea c hing, and many
were born into the Kingdom of God.
Fo r t hi s w i nter meeting, the Lord blessed us with favorable weather that

Jesus organized it (Matt. 16:18)
On a good foundation (Eph. 2:20; I Cor. 3:11)
Christ governs it (Eph. 1:22-23; Isa. 9:6)
God admits members (I Cor. 12:13-18)
Sin puts you out of it (Rom. 11:22; Ex. 32:33)
The saved only are members (John 15:2-6)
Membership is offered to all (Rev. 22:17)
Final rewards (Rev. 20:12-15; 21:3-4; 22:14)
Bible name of the Church (Acts 20:28;
Gal. 1:13; John 17:11)

Website: www.godsacres.org

7 4:12 says, "For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of t he
earth." Certainly this meeting was one in which the Lord was indeed
"working salvation." Numerous souls pr essed their way into an experience of
salvation and into the kingdom. Many young people were saved, g i v i ng heed
to the words of the Wise Man when he admonished, "R emember now thy
Creator in the days of thy youth" (Ecclesiastes 12:1). Also, backslid er s for
whom the saints had been praying and carrying a burden w ept t hei r way

various brethren laid forth needful messages. Throughout each service the
Lord sent jus t the fitting message of truth to minister to the needs of the hour.
T he Spirit of God and conviction was so thick and saturating the midst t ha t
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things. And blessed be hi s g l o rious name for ever: and let the whole earth be
filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen" (Psalm 72:18-19). The Psal mist's
words well ex pr es s the recent Winter Camp Meeting here at God's Acres.
"Wondrous things" occurred throughout this abbreviated gathering. Psalm
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a n unusual manner with the saints praising God. Yet, even as the sai nt s w er e
praising God, precious souls found their way to a n a l t a r . Surely God was
"working s a l v ation in the midst of the earth." It was a wondrous meeting, for
which we give God the glory. Psalm 75:1 declares, "Unt o t hee, O God, do we
g i v e thanks, unto thee do we give thanks." Surely that describes o ur
senti m ents concerning the Winter Camp Meeting. If you were unable to be in
attendance, we heartily encourage you to purchase the tapes. We are
anxiously looking forward to the Spring Camp Meeting, w hen o nc e again we
look for the Lord to do wondrous things. Now is the time t o m a k e pl a ns to
attend the Spring Camp Meeting so you can rejo i c e as the meeting is "filled
with his glory."
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Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be
o v e rtaken in a fault, ye which are spir i tual, r e s t o re such an one in the spirit of
meekness; considering thy s elf, lest thou
also be tempted.
2 Bear ye one another's burdens,
and so fulfil the law of Christ.
3 For if a man think hi m s e lf to be
somethi n g, when he is nothing, he
deceiveth himself.

4 But let every man prove his own
work, and th en shall he have rejoicing in
himself alone, and not in another.
5 For every man s h a l l bear his own
burden.
6 Let him that is taugh t in the word
communicate unto him that teacheth in
all good things.
7 Be n o t d eceived; God is not
m o c ked: for whatsoever a man soweth ,

that shall he also reap.
8 For he that soweth to his f flesh
shall of the flesh reap corr u p tion; but he
that sow e t h to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting.
9 And let us not be weary in we l l
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if
we faint not.

Brother Roger L. Decker
Man Is Not Justified
by Works of the Law
Many consider t he Book of
Galatians to be one o f the greatest
and most influential books written by
the Apostle Paul. There was a separat ion taking place between Christianity a nd Judaism, and this epistle
played a key role in expl a ining that
jus tification is by faith and not by
works of the law. Galatians 2:16 says,
"Knowing that a man is no t justified
by the works of the la w, but by the
f a ith of Jesus Christ, even we hav e
believed in Jesus Chri s t , that we

might be justified by the faith of
Christ, and not by the w orks of the
law: f o r by the works of the law shall
no flesh be justified."
You can neither work yourself
out o f sin nor work yourself free from
the power of sin. It takes faith i n the
blood of Jesus Christ, w ho is the sacrifice for your sins. The Word of God
compares sin w i t h a strong man. Sin
is stronger than the natural man. No
matter how stro ng you are physically, how wise you are, or how long
you have been around in this world,
you are neither smart enough nor
strong enough t o handle sin. Sin is

called the strong man, a nd it is stronger than the natural man.
In Luke 11:21-22 Jesus said:
"When a strong man armed keepeth
his palace, his goods are i n peace:
But when a stronger than he s ha ll
come upon him, and overcome him,
he taketh from him a ll his armour
wherein he trusted, and divideth his
spoils." Jesus was tal k ing about the
devil being the strong m a n. T he
devil is stronger than the natural
man. His goods ar e at peace when he
has control of you. He feel s very
confident w hen he controls your
thought s , your affections, your spirit,
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and your fleshly members. They are
his goo d s a s long as he has control of
them, and you are in a state of wanting to do right but cannot.
Paul's testimony in Romans 7:1 4 21 reads: "For we know that t he law
is spi ritual: but I am carnal, sold
und er sin. For that which I do I allow
not: for what I woul d , t hat do I not;
but what I hate, t ha t d o I. If then I do
t ha t which I would not, I consent unto
the law t ha t it is good. Now then it is
no more I that d o it, but sin that
dwelleth in me. For I know t ha t in
me (that is , in my flesh,) dwelleth no
good thing: for t o w ill is present with
me; but how to perform that which is
good I fi nd not [what you see in these
v erses of Scripture is that sin is str o ng er than your will]. For the good t ha t
I would I d o not: but the evil which I
would not, that I d o . Now if I do that
I would not, i t i s no more I that do it,
but sin that dwelleth in me. I find
t hen a law, that, when I would do
good, evil is present with me."
Paul said that evi l was present
with him; in other w o rds, he was
under the control of the strong man.
He said in verse 11, "For sin, taking
occasion by the comma ndment, deceived me, and by it slew me." Consider what sin, o r the strong man,
d i d to Paul. He said it deceived him
and left him in a state of b o nd age,
and he beca m e a carnal, fleshly individual, unable t o perform good. Sin
and tempt a tion are nothing to play
around with. Sin carr i es deception
with it, causing you t o t hink you are
right when you are wrong. You will
feel justified i n your own eyes for the
w r ong that you do. Also, it brings
carnality, bondage, and confusion.
Justified by the Faith
of Jesus Christ
The only way to be free from the
strong man is t o g et hold of One who
is strong er than he is, One who can
drive away deception and dar kness
and allow t he rays of the light of God
to shine through. Only He can t ake
away confusion, relea s e you from
b o ndage, and cause you to be spiri tual . That One is Jesus Christ; He is
4

stronger than the strong man, and
He has all power in Heaven and
ea rth. No sin or power can stand up
to Jesus Chr i st. That is the reason the
Apostle Paul c ried out against those
who were trying to get t he Galatians
to go ba c k to the old sacrifices of the
Law.
T he Law made nothing perfect. I t
w a s added because of transgressions .
In other wo rds, it came to bring sin
o ut into the open. Paul said he wa s
a l i v e once without the Law, b ut
w hen the Law came, sin revived and
he died. The L a w brings sin out in
the o pen; it is a restraint to sin, and it
was added because of tra ns gression.
When you come t o Jesus Christ, the
power of sin is broken, and your sins
are cast away as far as t he ea st is
f rom the west, never more to be
remembered against you.
R ea d w ha t Pa ul wrote i n
Galatians 3:1, "O fooli sh Galatians,
who hath bewitched you, that ye
should not obey the truth, b efore
whose ey es Jesus Christ hath been
evidently set forth, crucified among
you?" What does the word bewitched
mean? It has several mea ni ngs, but
one meaning is "f a s cinated by false
representations." Paul was ask i ng the
G a l atians, "Who has led you awa y
from walking in the Spirit to walking
in the fles h? W ho has led you to the
place where yo u have started warring in the flesh a nd c aused you to
disregard the Spi rit of God?" Paul
said that Jesus had b een evidently set
forth a nd crucified among them. In
other words, he was saying that Jesus
Christ had b een preached plainly
before them.
Paul s aid in Galatians 3:3, "Are
y e s o foolish? having begun in the
Spirit, are ye now made perfect by
t he f l esh?" It is a foolish thing to fight
the good fi g ht o f faith and then go
back to walking in the f l es h. Paul,
w r iting to the Philippians, said in
Philippians 1:6, "Being confident [o r
convinced] of this very thing, that he
which hath b eg un a good work in
you will perform it unt i l the day of
Jesus Christ." The same One who
started the work of salvation will
complete it if you will l et Him. May

God help you to allow t he Holy Spirit
to ha v e more controlled and not to
lean on the arm of the flesh. Becoming deceived is very ea sy, especially
in the day and age in which we live.
Reaping in Due Season
Today many ha v e left the arms
of Jesus Chri s t because they have
grown wear y. Our Scripture text says
in verse 9, "And let us no t be weary
in well doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if w e faint not." In other
words, he was admonishing them not
t o lose heart and to keep their hearts
with all diligence.
Some thing s are sure. One is that
"G o d is not mocked: for whatsoever
a man soweth, that sha l l he also
reap." W e are going to reap what we
s ow. That is a solemn w a r ni ng
sprea d t hr o ug ho ut G od's Word.
Many have tried to get around t his
law, only to find that God's Word i s
true and unmovab l e. Y o u decide
what your harvest will be by whether you sow to the Spirit or the flesh.
The farmer knows what hi s harv es t will be by the seed he plants in
the ground. When he pl ants corn, he
d o es not expect a harvest of whea t .
When harvesttime comes, he knows
w hat kind of crop he can expec t .
L i kewise, if you lean on the arm o f
the flesh, you are going to reap co rruption. However, since God does
not always send the reaping immediatel y , a deception can come to the
one who d oes wrong. When someone
does wrong, God does not aut o m a tically strike that person down. Nev ert heless, the Bible says, "Be not d eceived; Go d is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap" (Galati ans 6:7). When is he
g o i ng to reap? He will reap in d ue
season. When is the "d ue season"? It
is the time appoint ed b y God Himself.
The decept i on is that people feel
they can do almost anything because
they have the freedom to do it. God
is not necess arily going to throw
barriers in their way, but He is going
to be fait hful to let them know they
are wrong. In the Old T estament

King Bel shazzar received the handwriting on the wall. The Bible lets us
k now that it so shook him that hi s
knees smo t e one against the other.
Although he did not know what it
s a i d, he knew the message had com e
from God and t hat it was not good.
Ho w did he know that the message
did not contain anything good? He
knew that he ha d sown to the flesh
a nd that what had been written o n
the wall was meant to deal with him
per s onally. Also, he knew that since
he had s o wn to the flesh, destruction
was on its way.
You cannot expect anything in
the harvest other than that which you
ha v e sown. If you sow to the fles h,
you can ex pec t a harvest of corruption. Now, it may be a while before
the reaping comes, but it w ill come.
Some crops come up faster than others; still, in due season, or a t God's
appointed time, you wi l l reap the
harvest. God is not moc k ed . No man
can avoid His Law.
Be Not Weary in Well Doing
The Chr istian can become weary
and discouraged because t he battle is
long and the harvest seems far out in
t he distance. When the battle is long ,
the Christ i a n can lose heart. The
church at Galatia was in a battle
c o ntinually with those in Judaism
who were trying t o g et them to turn
to the o l d s a crifice of the Law, and it
was c alling them to become weary in
w ell doing. That was the reason Paul
admonished t hem not to be weary or
to lose heart.
Friend , you are going to reap
what you sow. If y o u sow to the flesh,
you will reap corruption. On t he
other hand, if you sow to the Spirit,
you will reap life everlasting i n due
season, or at God's appointed time.
You can become weary batt l ing the
same thing day in and day out, but
do not lose heart. God's W o r d is true,
and the harvest is s ur e. Do not let the
present things of t his world cause
you to forget the harves t. The harvest
i s on its way, and in due season you
will reap. You need t o k eep sowing
spiritual things.

D aniel, speaking of the birth o f
Jesus Christ, said in Daniel 2 :45,
"Fora s much as thou sawest that the
stone was cut out of the m o unt ain
without hands, and t ha t it brake in
pieces the iro n, t he brass, the clay,
the silver , and the gold; the great
G od hath made known to the king
what shall come to pass, hereafter:
and the dream is certain, and the
interpretat i o n t hereof sure." Christ
was the stone cut out of the mountain
without hands, or by vir g i n birth. He
w as born under the Law, and He has
broken d own every kingdom that
oppo s ed Hi m. Everything prophesied about Him was certain and sure.
It might have taken a few hundred
years before it came to pass, but it
did happen. Daniel s a i d the dream
was certain and t he interpretation
was sure; i n other words, it happened just as the Prophet said it
would happen.
The harvest is in due season.
Right at the time when pag a n Rome
was in its pomp and spl endor and
C a es a r A ug u s t u s r u l e d t h e
thenknown world, a babe was born
in a manger. This stone was cut out
o f the mountain and born under the
Law at God's appoint ed time. God
could not have timed it any better.
The Son of God was born o f humble
birth, and He came to save His people from their sins. That is how you
can t el l His people yet today–they
are saved from their sins.
Dear Christian, be encouraged.
God has not forgotten you. He sees
all that goes on in secret b ehind every closed door. No one c a n shut out
G o d. Always remember this: God i s
the One with whom you must deal.
You may s a y , "I have been going
through a rough place, so I think I'll
quit." Do y o u d o that on your job at
w o r k ? If things do not go well, do
you just walk o ut ? No, you do not.
Y o u may not like the way things are
going, but you keep working. W hy?
Because y o u know that if you walk
out, you will not have any money
coming in. If someone should say
something bad to you, you would not
go to the b o ss and say, "I'm quitting."
Y o u might become aggravated, but

you would not walk out.
Oh, how quickly people quit
God because someone has said some
thing bad about them. Y o ung man,
if God has His hand on you for the
ministry, you are going to face persecution. It is not easy to take, but be
encouraged . G od will not forget you,
and He s ees all that is going on. Being a Christian is not always easy,
because at times you must f a c e much
opposition. Christianity is not just f o r
people on their d eathbeds and for
sissies. I t t akes real men and women
to serve God, because o f the opposition. Nevertheles s , when you sow to
the Spirit, God will be with you.
Stay True to the End
In the Bib le you can read how
God w a s with Jesus, and He will be
with you too. Acts 10:38 says, "How
God ano i nted Jesus of Nazareth with
the Ho ly Ghost and with power: who
went about doing g ood, and healing
a ll that were oppressed of the devil;
for God was with him." Saint, when
y ou do good, you stir up the dev i l ,
but do no t l et that stop you. Sometimes when God exposes t he devil in
peo ple's lives, you must suffer persecution, but do not become faint and
disheartened.
Often when an individual gets
saved, the devil pounc es on that one
and he has a ll kinds of trouble. That
person may even think, "I ha d less
trouble when I wasn't serving God."
Well , t he r eason is that he has
changed kingdoms and t he devil is
-stirred. He i s t he same devil that
individual served in s in, but since he
stopped ser v ing sin, the devil wants
him b a ck. In Colossians 1:13 Paul
was giving thanks to the Father and
said, "Who hath delivered us f r om
the pow er of darkness, and hath
transl a ted us into the kingdom of his
dear Son." Do not lose heart, church.
When persecution canno t cause
the saints of G o d to stop serving God,
the devil will try to get G od's people
to bite and devour o ne another.
Saints of God should rally behind
one another and not tear one another
apart. That is carnal, a nd it should
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not even take place in the Church of
God. If someone makes a m istake,
dc; not tear him o r her apart; pray for
that one. You maybe the next one.
You shoul d g ive people the benefit of
the doubt. If someone does something wrong , pray for that person.
God can deal with that indiv i d ual
and help him or her.
Christ is still the Head of the
church. He does not need you to lay
your hand on it and hold it steady.
He Himself can hold it steady and
d eal with each member. If someone
gets out of line, He can bring t ha t
person right back in line. Who has
kept y o u in line when no one else
was aro und or when you stepped out
of line just a little? G od brought you
back in line, and He can do the same
for others. He still runs the church.
Though the church must face
persecution, it is really sad when
t hose who claim to be Christians
persecute other Christians. Suffering
persecution from the world is bad
eno ug h, but we should never have to
suffer persecution from within our
own ranks. How can you endure
such persecution? You can m a ke it to
the end by the grace of God. Matthew 10:22 says, "A nd y e shall be
hated of all men for my na me's sake:
but he that endureth to t he end shall
b e saved." Matthew 24:13 states, "But
he that shall endure unto the end,
the same shall be saved." Only those
who endure to the end will be saved.
Divine Privileges for
God's People
God has afforded us some real
b lessings and privileges as we g o
along thi s Christian way that help us
t o stay saved. He does not just save
us and let us go on o ur o w n way.
One pri v i l ege that He gives us is His
Holy Spirit, and ano ther privilege is
prayer. Daniel had to go into a den
of lions. Though he knew that men
were plotting against him, he still
enjoyed talki ng to God. You can read
in Daniel 6:10, "Now when Daniel
k new that the writing was signed, he
went into his ho use; and his windows
being open in his chamber toward
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J er usalem, he kneel ed upo n hi s
knees three t i m es a day, and prayed,
and g a v e thanks before his God, as
he did aforetime."
Daniel did not let persecution
stop him from tal king to God. You
cannot endure to the end if you stop
communing with God. Sometimes if
you are not c a r eful, persecution will
c a us e you to switch over from the
s piritual to the carnal, and you will
try to handl e t hings in the flesh instead of in the Spirit. W ha t happens?
Y o u w ill grow weary and lose heart
because you w i l l start looking for
results right away. Remember, God
will turn things around i n d ue season.
Daniel d i d not let pressure detour his devotion to God. God has
afforded us one of the greatest pr i v i leges given t o mankind–the privilege of talking to Him. Talking to
one a no ther is good, but it is much
better to talk to God.
Another privilege that God has
a f f o r ded us is His Word. Psal m
1 07:17-20 reads: "Fools because o f
their transgression, and because of
their iniquities, are affli cted. Their
s o ul abhorreth all manner of meat;
and they dr a w near unto the gates of
death. Then they cry unto the Lord
i n their trouble, and he saveth them
out of their distresses. He sent his
word, and heal ed them, and delivered them from their destructions."
When s o m e people go through a
b attle, they lay down t he W o r d
ofGod and stop talking to God. Often
they become weary in well doing
and get tired of praying. Then they
become critical of others. I am sure
that none o f us has ever had a trial
like Daniel had. Things are not always going to go well, Chri s tian
f r iend. Sometimes it may seem as i f
you have one t rouble after another,
but ho l d steady and do not become
w eary and faint. Be like Daniel and
keep praying, and i n d ue season
G o d will turn your situation around .
God gave us the privileges of prayer
and of reading the Bible to help us.
Another great privilege we have
i s gathering together t o r ec ei v e
s t r eng t h and encouragement fr o m

one another. In many countries people have to gather in secret. We still
lave the pr i v i l eg e in the United
States of being able to worship God
openly. The Bible s a y s in Psalm
1 22:1, "I was glad when they sa i d
unt o me, Let us go into the house o f
the Lord."
You should not sta y up all night
Saturday night and g o t o the house of
God sleepy eyed. You should go to
bed early enough so tha t you are
wide awake, because God has something for you. It makes a pastor feel
good to look over the c ongregation
and see certain ones always in their
places.
W hen Pa ul w r o t e t o t he
Galatians, a weariness ha d set in
among them because of the battle
wi th the Judaisers. We have many
t hings working against us today, b ut
we a l s o have much working for us.
One thing is tha t no one can take
away God, the Holy Spirit, o r t he
support of Jesus Christ.
Young person, when you a re in
school, remember that you are not
alone, though you ar e the only one
in the whole class who talks about
God or thinks about G o d. You are in
there with the Father, the Son, a nd
the Holy Ghost. Do not lose heart
and become weary in wel l doing, for
in due season yo u will reap. Some
people need to have thei r hearts
rejuvenated, b ecause they have become disheartened.
Pa ul fought a good fight a nd
kept the faith. The ba t tle is over the
faith. Keep up those things that God
ha s shown you to do. Talk to Hi m
and let Him t a lk to you, read His
Word, and assemble your s elf with
your brothers and sist ers in Christ.
We enjoy many ot her blessings and
pr i vileges, but if you keep t hes e
thing s in the forefront, God will help
you. He will be wi t h you, and He
w ill be your strength. You may b e
going throug h many trials, but remember, that is where yo ur victory
co m es. You must overcome the devil
and sin.
(Cassette C-4065M)

Job 8:1 Then answered Bildad the
Shuhite, and said,
2 How long wilt thou speak these
things? and how long shall t h e words of
thy mouth be like a strong wind?
3 Doth God pervert judgment? or
doth the Almighty pervert justice?
4 If thy children h a v e sinned
against hi m, and he have cast them away
for their transgression;
5 If t hou wouldest seek unto God
betimes, and make thy supplication to
the Almighty;
6 If thou w e rt pure and upright;
sure ly now he would awake for thee, and
make the h a bitation of thy righteousness
prosperous.
7 Though thy beg i n n ing was small,
yet thy latter end should gre atly increase.

8 For inquire, I p ray thee, of the
former age, and prepare thyself t o the
search of their fathers:
9 (For we are but of yesterday, and
know nothing, becaus e our days upon
earth are a shadow:)
10 Shall not they teach thee, and tell
th e e , and utter words out of their heart?
11 Can the rush grow up without
mire? can the flag grow without water?
12 Whilst it is yet in his greenness,
and not cut d o w n , it withereth before
any other herb.
13 So are the paths of al l that forget
God; and the hy p o c rite's hope shall perish:
14 Whose hope shall be c u t o ff, and
whose trust shall be a spider's web.
15 He shall lean upon h i s house,
but it shall not stand: he shall hold it

fast, but it shall not endure.
16 He is green before the sun, and
his branch shooteth forth in his garden.
17 His roots are wrapped a bo u t the
heap, and seeth the place of stones.
18 If he destroy him f r om his place,
then it shall deny him, saying, I have
not seen thee.
19 Behold, this is the joy of his way,
and out of the earth shall others grow.
20 Behold, God will not ca st away a
perfect man, neither will he help the evil
doers:
21 Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, and thy lips with rejoicing.
22 They that hate thee sha l l be
clothed wi t h shame; and the dwelling
place of the w icked shall come to nought.

Brother C. H. Dickerson
Man Was Created to Serve God
The Word of God lets us k no w
that we are on a road cal l ed l ife, and
this road has a beg inning (birth) and
an end (death) . In the beginning God
c r eated all of us in His image a nd
after His likeness. In other words, He
created us pure and holy, and He
gave us a desire to ser ve Him. He

put a soul within each of us, and our
souls c ry out for the Living God.
When our relations hip with God is
right, the only things o ur souls cry
out for are the t hings of God. The
righteous soul d o es not cry out for the
world or the things of the world, b ut
he has a desire to serve God.
When one comes to t he place of
knowing r i g ht f r o m w r o ng, he

chooses to do the things of the flesh
becaus e he lacks the grace to do that
which is right. The grace to live for
God comes by J esus Christ, and the
Truth came by Christ. To do right,
one must ha v e g race and Truth.
Despite our fl eshly makeup, we can
live holy. God placed the des ire in
each of our hearts to serve Him. If
you were to take a wild anim a l out of
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its na tural habitat and put it in a
cage, it would pa c e back and forth.
Very seldom would it lie down, because it w o ul d be uneasy about being caged and being in a stra nge
place. Likewise, the w o rld is full of
uneasiness because people are out of
the realm tha t G od created for them.
Friend, God c reated you to serve
Hi m. When you do not serve Him,
you are o ut of that realm and it creates an unrest in your life.
God has placed within every
heart the desire to serve Him, but
there have always been false acc users. A go o d example is found in our
Scripture tex t concerning Bildad and
his accusation against Job. We know
these accusations were not tr ue about
Job because G o d told the devil, "Job
is an upright man, and ther e is none
like him in the ear t h." So, we can see
that Job was a man who loved God.
Since Job served God, the devil
worked through Bildad, saying in
verse 6, "If thou wert pur e a nd upright ; s urely now he would awake
f o r thee, and make the habitation of
thy righteousnes s pr o s perous." He
went o n to tell what the end was of
people who were disho nest before
G o d. In verses 13-15 he said, "So are
the paths of a l l that forget God; and
t he hypocrite's hope shall per i s h:
Whose ho pe shall be cut off, and
whose trust shall be a spi der's web.
[Just as the spider's w eb is easily torn
down, so is m a n' s hope without
God–he has no hope. Man might
ha v e many things in mind, but tha t
hope will never mat ur e w i t ho ut
God.] He shall lean upon his house,
but it shall no t s t and: he shall hold it
fast, but it shall not endure."
People who are no t s erving God,
people who are livi ng in hypocrisy,
a nd people who are in man-made
religion a r e going to lean on their
spiri t ual houses, but they are not
going to stand. The only thing that
can st and is God's eternal Truth, and
until you get yours elf set in the Truth
and hold on to it, you have nothi ng
on which to stand. If y o u a re going to
s tand, you must get hold of God ' s
eternal Truth. God's people need t o
love the Truth, stand for the Truth,
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defend the Truth, and work to show
the world the Truth.
Trusting in the Lord
The Truth will make you free.
When you get God i n your heart,
y o u w i ll be free from sin and you can
have victory. You will be free from
m a n-made religion and every bind i ng thing; that is what God wants .
When you are free, the d ev i l has one
t hi ng in mind, and that is to capti v a t e you, take your joy, cause you t o
d o ub t or question God, and try to kil l
your influence just as he tried to do
with Job.
God had perfect confidence in
Job; however, the devi l told Job, "If
you w er e pure and upright, God
would do something i n your favor."
Child of Go d , what the devil says
does not ha v e to interfere with your
peace or your exper i ence with God.
If you get saved and walk in the
light, the d evil will tempt you, but
he c a n neither take away your experience nor mar it. J es us said in Matthew 16:18, "I will build my church;
and the gat es of hell shall not prevail
against it." The enemy cannot overtake you.
Verse 20 of o ur Scripture text
says, "Behold [or take notice], God
will not cast away a perfect man,
neit her will he help the evil doers."
God w i ll not help the evildoer. On
the other hand, when God is on y o ur
side, the enemy cannot do any t hing
t o cause you to lose your joy a nd
peace.
Paul wrote in Romans 2:6-8:
"Who will render to every man ac cording to his deeds: To them who
by patient continuance i n well doing
seek for glory and honour and immor t ality, eternal life: But unto them
t hat are contentious, and do not obey
t he truth, but obey unrighteousness ,
indignation and wrath."
David said in Psalm 37:1-3: "F ret
not thyself because of ev i l d oers, neither be thou env i o us against the
workers of iniquity. For they shall
s o o n be cut down like the grass, and
wither as the green herb. Trust in t he
L ORD [in other words, c o nform to the

Word of God and pa t t ern yourself
after God], and do goo d ; so shall thou
dwell in the l a nd, and verily thou
shalt be fed."
Go d ' s people are going to be fed
with t he Word of God. When He
gives you His Word, if you will measure to it, you will grow, and you
will be fat and fl o urishing in the
things of God. Also, you will have
power that the devil cannot int erfere
with. He will try to oppress you,
d i scourage you, and make an inro a d
into your life; however, God has
promised that if you t r ust in Him,
conform to Him, and do goo d , He
will see tha t you are fed with the
Word of God that will ca us e y ou to
grow. Psalm 37:4 - 5 tells us: "Delight
thyself [or have great pleas ur e] also
in the L O R D; and he shall give thee
the desires of throe heart. Commit
thy way unt o t he L ORD; trust also in
him; and he shall bring i t to pass."
What a pr o m ise, and it is one that
will never f ail! If you will pattern
your lif e t o the Word of God and to
w hat God has told you to do, He wi l l
see that you are fed spiritually.
Overcoming the Spirit
of Lukewarmness
Today we are living in a time of
spiritual famine. The Word of God is
not preached everywher e. It is being
withheld. Nevertheless, God said, "If
you serve Me, I will send a man of
God a round to see that you are fed
the Word of God." Why does He do
that? So t ha t you will not starve to
death spi r i t ually and so that you will
be as fa t as stalled calves. Then the
world can see that you have something real.
We see evildoers on every side,
and many of them prosper in various
ways. Child of G o d , do not get your
eyes on them. The devi l i s working
as never before to discourage people,
but y o u need to stay true to God; that
i s what lie wants you to do. That i s
the reason lie has ministers who
preach the Gospel a nd the reason He
has sent His Spirit so that people can
stay true to Him and work for Him.
There has never been a time that

the dev i l has been more determined
to defeat the saints of God than he is
i n the day and age in which we a r e
living. If you study the Revelation,
you will find that the Go s pel Day
was divided into seven periods of
t i m e. In each of the first six ages,
Jesus complimented the churc h. In
fact, He complimented the Ephesus
church age nine tim es . He praised
every age for what they had done,
except our age–the Laodicean church
age. Not one thing in Jes us' letter to
the Laodicean church was complimenta r y . He said, "I have somewhat
against y o u." He let them know that
they were spiritually lukewarm, yet
they said they had need of nothing.
In this seventh-seal age in which
we a re living, there is not one thing
to encourage us in any wa y as far as
good works are concerned. However,
do not take the attitude, "Well , then,
t her e is no hope." That is not what
Jesus said. My friend, if y o u a r e not
where you know you o ught to be
s piritually and you repent and live
f o r God, you can overcome the spirit
of lukewarmness.
God has m a de a way for all of us
t o m ake it despite discouraging circumstances. The devil woul d like to
discourage the saints of G o d by saying, "What is the use?" T he devil has
spoken discour a g ing words to each of
us. Psalm 73:12-14 reads: "Behold,
these are the ungodly, who pros per
in the world; they increase in riches.
Verily I have cleansed my heart in
v a in, and washed my hands in inno cency. For a l l the day long have I
been pl a g ued, and chastened every
morning."
This is the way the devil works
on the saints of God yet toda y . I want
you to see that the d ev il will come
around today just as he did with job.
David w ent on to say in verses 15-18:
"If I say, I will spea k t hus ; behold, I
should offend a gainst the generation
of thy children. When I thoug ht to
know this, it was t o o painful for me;
Until I went into the sanctuary of
God; then understoo d I their end.
Surely thou didst set t hem in slippery places: t hou castedst them down
into 'destruction."

Wait Upon the Lord
The main reason the enemy of
souls tries to discourage you is thi s : i f
you become disc ouraged, you will
not work for God wholeheartedly. If
you do no t w o rk for God wholeheartedly, you w i ll not receive a reward.
F r iend, if your employer were t o
take away t he pay from your literal
job, you wo uld soon quit because you
would not have anything to work for.
T he same is true spiritually. If yo u
a l l o w the devil to rob you of the jo y
and the peace that you have, he will
c a us e you to feel, "What's the use?" I f
that happens, you will let down on
y o ur work for God. If there is no pa y ,
you wil l become discouraged and
soon become disobedi ent, and then
the devil will ha v e accomplished
what he set out to do. However, God
has pro m i s ed the victory. He never
promised an easy wa y, but He did
promise victor y . God saved you to
work for Him.
S ometimes people have the idea
t hat they can wait until they are o n
their deathbeds and then get saved,
but God has work for them t o do.
God has given you a talent. You may
be unable t o s i ng or preach, but God
has a work for you to d o. My friend,
i f y o u do not use your talent for God ,
He will cas t you out as an unprofitable servant, and then t her e will be
no payday. When God saved you,
He gave you a work to do. If you are
not doing your job, discouragement
will follow.
God has given us promises. He
said in Psalm 37:9, "For evildo er s
shall be cut o f f : but those that wait
upon the L ORD, they shall inherit the
earth." Wha t a promise! If you wait
on God, you shall inherit the earth.
In other wo r d s , you can control your
earthen ves sel by the grace of God.
People who do God's will are patient
and content w here God has placed
them, and they can expect God to
bless them. The Apostle Paul went
through som e hard trials, and we are
going to go through har d places. Not
every place that we go through is
going to be joyous.
The devil will cause you to re-

member your sinful past just as he
did the Apostle Paul. Nevertheless, if
you will be content where Go d ha s
placed y o u, He will do a work for
you. He said in Phi l i ppians 4:11,
"Not that I speak in respect of want:
for I have learned, in whatsoever
state I am, therewith to be content."
Paul wrote in Hebr ew s 13:5, "Let
your conversat i on be without covetousness; and be content w i t h such
things as ye have: for he ha t h said, I
will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee." God wants you to lea r n to be
content. If He lets yo u go through
hard places, He wants you to be co ntent. Do not get discouraged, b ecause
He said, in so many word s , "I will
never leav e you nor forsake you.
Whenever I let you go throug h a test,
be c o ntent, because I am by your
side. I will nev er l et you go through
more t han you can bear. I will be
right there to help y o u." I have found
that God will do that very thing!
All of God's people have gone
through ha r d places, but God has
always been r i g ht there. As the writer o f the song penned, "Standing
somewhere in t he shadows, you'll
f i nd Jesus." He is there to help a nd
encourage you. However, sometimes
He wants y o u t o g o b y f aith.
Through it a l l , remember His promise: "I will never leav e y ou nor forsake you." When you get to where it
seems t ha t you cannot go any further, He will be right there to help
you. Psalm 37:3 states, "Trust in t he
L ORD [or conform to God], and do
g o od; so shalt thou dwell in the l a nd ,
and verily thou shalt be fed."
God will f eed His people on His
Word. Ther e is nothing like the true
Word o f God! Sometimes it may get
a littl e hard for you to chew, but it
will make you free. It will give you
everything you need. You will have
a desi r e t o hold on because God is so
g o od to you. God's Word will gi v e
you the strength and the encouragement you need to press on.
Power to Stand
Psal m 37:11 states, "But the meek
shall inherit the earth; and shall
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deli ght themselves in the abundance
o f peace." The meek can cont r o l
themselves through Christ and ha ve
great pleasure in the peace of God.
There is nothing like the peace of
God! Whil e y ou are going through
s pi ritual battles, God has wonderful
peace for you. One songwriter described it as "peace like a ri v er ."
When His peace moves in upon you,
y ou will be content in that peace. The
Scripture says that "the meek shall
delight themselves in the abundance
of peace."
Jesus said in the Beatitudes that
the meek shall inherit the ear t h. God
will give you the power to co ntrol
your spirit and your body , i ncluding
y our tongue. If you are not careful,
the d evil will cause you to speak too
quickly or act in a way that will kill
or damage your influenc e, which
often takes a long tim e t o repair. I am
not saying t hat you cannot do what
God would have you to d o , to stand
for the Truth and to stand ag a i ns t the
enemy of your soul. That i s not what
Jesus was talking about. G o d wants
you t o control your spirit, and He
will help you to do that.
You c an stand for God's eternal
Truth in a way that w i l l not harm
y our influence and yet let peopl e
know what T ruth is. Jesus stood
against His enemies when they tried
to m a k e the house of God a place to
sell merchand i se. He took a stand
against them, yet the Scripture lets us
know that He did not sin at all.
G od can give you the power t o
stand for T r uth and what is right,
and yet not do it in a c a r nal way.
Saint, you can let t he world know
exactly what salvation is and what
salvation will do for people. We are
l i v i ng in a time when there has been
a great let dow n. Many people have
not stood for the Truth. They have let
little things cause t hem to deviate
from God's eternal Truth. As a r esult
they are losing the power to keep
under their bodies, their spirits, and
their tongues.
James said if one can keep his
tong ue, he c a n k eep the whole
body. He said i n James 3:6, "And the
tongue is a fire, a w o r l d of iniquity:
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so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body,
and setteth on f i re the course of nature; and it is set on fire o f hell."
James wrote i n verse 2, "For in many
things we offend all. If any man
offend not in word, the same i s a
perfect man, and able also to bridle
the whole body." God has given His
people power to control their bodies
and their tongues.
The d evil has one thing in mind,
and that is to rob you o f y our peace,
your joy, and your experienc e o f
salvation. Since the day t hat the devil
was released from the b o t tomless pit,
he has set out to destr o y every saint,
but God can give you the grac e to
overcome him and be victorious.
You can read about the end of
the saints' endurance in Revelation
21:6-8: "And he said unto me, It is
done. I am Alpha and Omeg a , the
beginning and the end . I will give
unto him that is athi r st of the fountain of the w a t er of life freely. He that
overcometh shall inheri t all things;
and I will be hi s God, and he shall
be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable [those
who are nasty, hat ef ul, and disagreea b l e] , a n d m u r d e r e r s , a n d
w ho r emongers, and sorcerers, and
i dolaters, and all liars, shall hav e
their part i n the lake which burneth
with f ire and brimstone: which is the
s ec o nd d ea t h." T o " hi m t ha t
overcometh," God has promised, "I
wi l l give to him that is athirst of the
fountain of the water of life freely,"
and "he that overcometh shall inherit
al l things; and I will be his God and
he shall be my son." This promise is
not to the fearful, or to those who are
afraid to take a stand.
Many people today know that
they ought to stand for Truth, but
they are afraid to do it. This reminds
me of w hen Jesus healed the blind
man. When t he people saw that he
was healed, they asked the man's
father, "Who di d t his for him?" he
said, "You ask him. He is o f a g e."
The S c r i pture lets us know that he
would no t comment because he was
afraid of b ei ng tossed out of the synag o g ue. It is the same yet today .

Many people know what they should
do , but they are afraid of getting
thrown out of the synagogue, so to
speak. Child of God, you m us t take
a stand for what is right. Jesus let us
k now where the fearful are going to
go. Go d put the fearful, the unbelieving, the abominable, the murderers,
the whoremongers, the sorcerers, the
idolaters, and all liars in the same
category. Saint, you need to stand for
God a nd Truth. God wants His people to stand for Truth, and Truth is
the only thing that will tak e y ou
t hr o ug h. When the enemy c o m es
along to try to r o b y ou of Truth, the
Lord wants you to lift up a standard
against him. He will give you the
power to do that.
The Song of Deliverance
When John wrote to "him that
overcometh," he was writing t o the
church. What do you need to overcome? Y o u need to overcome spiritual Babylon and man-made do c t r i nes . Spiritual Babylon has t he
same spirit that old literal Babylon
had when she tried to make herself a
name and an independent way to
Heaven. God has given His people a
name, and He has a l s o m ade a way
for them to g o to Heaven. Jesus said,
"I am the way." If you are going t o
make Heaven your ho me, you must
come the way t he Word of God says.
If you will do that, you will overcome.
God wa nts His people to overcome Babylon. He told us in Revelation 15:2-3: "And I sa w a s it were a
sea of glass mingled with f i r e: and
them that had gotten the victory over
the beas t , and over his image, and
over his mark, and o ver the number
of hi s name, stand on the sea of glass,
having the harps of God. And they
sing t he song of Moses the servant of
God [which is a so ng of deliverance],
and the song of the La m b [ w hich is a
song of redemption], say i ng, Great
a nd marvelous are thy works, Lord
God Almighty; jus t and true are thy
ways, thou King of saints." G od has
given every saint an experience so
that he or she can s i ng the song of

Moses and t he song of redemption,
the song o f d eliverance, and also the
song of t he Lamb. His works are
great a nd marvelous! You can sing a
song of d eliverance. You can sing, "I
a m redeemed. I have been delivered
from sin. I am free from sin." Yo u do
not have to be in bonda g e; that is
what He said you will overcome.
G od will give you power so that
you can overcome. You cannot do it
in yourself, but through Christ y o u
can overcome Babylonia n practices
a nd sin, and you can be free. God
does not want y ou to be bound. He
wants to have His way in your heart
and life. Not only wi l l He give you
His name but also His power so tha t
you can sing the so ng s of deliverance. You can sing "I am redeem ed "
from the depths of your heart because you have been d el i vered from
the bondage of sin.
When Go d ' s people went down
to Egypt, it appeared to be a perfect
setup for them because they were
going to get some relief f r om the
famine. However, t he l onger they
liv ed there, the harder it became.
Finally, G o d delivered them, and
they could sing a song of d el i v erance. This is how sin works. When
peo pl e first go into sin, they find
m uc h pleasure in it; but before long
they bec ome bound by vices such as
drugs and alcohol, and some even
commit suicide. Thank God, some
people bow at an altar of prayer and
get delivered from sin.
F riend, you can get saved a nd
can be free f r om the habits of life,
free from an old nasty, filthy t o ngue,
and f ree from man-made religion.
You can be delivered from all t hese
things! Not only can you b e delivered from sin and false religion, but
you can sing a s o ng of redemption.
Nothing thrills the soul of the Christ i a n more than being able to say, "I
am redeemed." They a re not saying,
"I am going to be redeemed," but I
am redeemed." God ha s an experience for you r i g ht here in this life. If
you wait until this life is almost over
to be redeemed, it may b e too late.
G o d w ants you to be redeemed now
so that you can work for Him.

Requirements for Overcoming
In ev ery age there have been
requirem ents for overcoming. In our
age the dev i l i s using every tool he
can to defeat G od's people. We are in
the last days of ti m e; there is no
question about that. Y ou might say,
"I have heard that for a l o ng time."
Howev er , I ha v e never seen the
signs of time like I have seen them
today. The s i g ns of time are being
fulfilled. We are living in the las t
days of tim e, and the devil is using
everything he possibly c a n to try to
defeat the church. Throug ho ut time
he has used many tactics to try to
destroy the saints of G o d , but never
before has he used everything he has
to try to defeat the saints of God.
Today the devil is trying to defeat the church with lukewarm ness.
If you are not careful, lukewarmness
will make an inroad into your life
and c a us e the joybells to quit ringing
and cause you to quit, praising God.
God wants y o u to overcome lukew a r m ness. It is bringing a hush over
the people of God, and the prai s es of
God are not what they o ug ht to be.
When you realize t hat the Truth has
set you free a nd think of where God.
has brought you from and w here you
are today, that o ug ht to cause you to
rejoice and praise God unt i l the
church rafters ring. My f r iend, if you
are not careful, y o u will listen to the
Word of God, but it will jus t go over
your head, and you will not have
a ny praise for God. That is not wha t
God wants. T ha t is a lukewarm spirit
working.
Today brotherly love is growing
cold, and surmising spirit s are worki ng . Surmising is never to lift up
people; it is always to press them
down. These surmising spi r its are for
o ne purpose, and that is to get God's
peopl e to allow an inroad for the
devil to work. If he can g et you discouraged to where you do not work
for God, there will be no pay. God is
not a welfare director. Anything He
has ever done, He told Hi s people to
do something for it. When He healed
them, He said, "Tak e up your bed
and walk." He healed another and

told him to go into the c i t y and tell
others. They had to work for what
they received. F riend, if you quit
working for God, you are not going
to get anything, spi r i tually speaking,
because this is part of God's plan.
You may wonder, "What do you
mean by get ting paid?" One way
you get paid is by God b lessing you.
There have been times when I have
been so pressed down that i t seemed
as if nothing was go i ng right, and
t hen God would impress me to pra y .
It was not long until God roll ed b a ck
the c l o ud s , and the sun seemed
b r i g ht er than ev er . E v er y t hi ng
seemed new and different, and I was
encouraged . This is some pay that
Go d g i ves His people. Also, when I
have been sick , I have gone to God
in pra y er a nd He healed me. This is
a pa r t of our payday. This is what
God d o es for those who serve Him,
and He d o es these things to encourage us.
The Cares of Life
G od's Word tells us not to f r et
because of evildoers. Fretting wil l eat
away your joy, distur b you, and
irritate y o u. The devil wants you to
fret so that y o u will not be your best
f or. God. Also, he will work throug h
people to t r y t o cause you to have a
bad spirit. What is the biblical answer? How can you get help? Peter
said to ca s t all your cares upon the
Lord, for He cares for you.
Ther e a re so many cares today.
I n Luke's Gospel Jesus talked about
the ca r es of life. There has never
been a time when t he cares of life
have been more pressing than they
are t o d ay. People are so busy and
cumbered with lots of cares. There is
still the same amount of time in a
day, just as in years past, yet i t seems
as if people are busier than ever. In
f act, people are cumbered with s o
many cares that they do not even
take time to read the Bib l e o r to pray.
One t hi ng that people often come to
the altar to pray about i s their failure
to read the Bible and to pray . They
slac k ed off because they were cumbered with so many cares.
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Martha was cum b er ed with
many cares, but Jesus sai d , "One
thing is needful," and it i s needful
y et today. People have so many cares
and burdens that they do no t take
time to sit at the feet of Jesus. That is
the essence of it! People are not praying because t hey d o not take time to
pray. Also, they do not t ake time to
study God's Word.
The d ev i l is pressing in on some
people until they d o no t take time to
go to the house of God. Church attendance is not as it o ug ht to be. God
has given you s i x days to do your
work. How ever, if you are not careful, y o u will work those six days and
still be too busy to go to the house of
God. God's people c o ntinually need
s pi r i t ual refreshing. Being in t he
world will drain your spiritually. If
you are no t c a reful, your attitude will
be, "This is just pra y er m eet i ng
night." However, when you miss that
service needlessly, your spirituality
will get so low that it w i l l become
easy to miss Sunday. The next thing
you know, you w ill not see any need
of going to t he house of God at all.
Too many people attend church in a
spasmodic way. When the wea t her is
right or when no thing else is pressing , t hey will go the house of God,
otherwise they plan to do something
else.
Many yea r s ago my family used
to have reunio ns , and they were
always on S unday. One Sunday after
I finished teaching Sunday school, we
left church to attend our family reunion. However, God spoke to me
about it, and that was the last time
we ever went to one. I wrote my
f a m i l y a letter and I told them that if
they wanted me to attend any more
family reunions, they would have to
schedule them some ot her day besides Sunday, because that is the
Lord's day. One thing mor e important than anything else is hearing
God's Truth. You a r e not going to
hear God's Truth at a family reunion
o r out on a highway. You need to b e
at the house of God. All t hese other
t hings are just tricks of the enemy t o
discourage you and drain you spiri tually.
12

God's peo pl e go to the house of
G o d to be encouraged. When the
man of God preaches the Word, he
d o es it to encourage you and let yo u
know whether you are on the right
track. The Word of God lets us k now
there are landmarks on the highway
of life, so when we pass them we can
know that we are on the right track.
When w e are at church, our undivided att ention needs to be on the
service. When y ou go to church, is
yo ur m ind on the things of God or
s o mething else? In Luke 8:14 Jesus
said, "And that which fell among
thorns a re they, which, when they
have heard, g o forth, and are choked
w i t h cares and riches and pleasures
of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection." Three thing s c ho k ed the
Wo r d that fell among thorns. People
heard it, but it was choked b y the
cares of life, riches, and the pl easures
of this life. Sometimes people could
be at the house o f God, but because
of working overtime on the job, they
miss church when they really do not
have to.
The plea s ures of life hinder
many peo pl e from truly worshiping
God. There has never been a time
when people of the w o r ld were as
pleasure hungry as they are today.
F r iend, I am not saying these thing s
to criticize, b ut I am saying them
beca use the devil wants to rob you of
your Christian experience, your joy ,
and your pa y d a y. Child of God,
w hen you get sick, you want G o d t o
come to your rescue. T hat is a payday. He does not owe it to you, but
He will heal you. However, do you
feel that you can really have f a i t h in
G o d if you have been neglecting t he
reading of the Word? Do you feel
that you can have faith in God if you
have been neg lecting your prayer
life? Do yo u f eel that you can have
faith in God i f you have neglected to
attend the worship services? Being
neglectful of these things will hinder
your faith.
Commit Your Way Unto the Lord
Concerning evildo ers, those who
d o not do as God says and do no t

m a ni f es t the Spirit of God, you
should not fret or be alarmed over
them. The Scripture says they are
going to soon be cut d o w n. Psalm
37:1-5 r eads: "Fret not thyself because
of evild o ers, neither be thou envious
against the workers of iniquity. For
they shall s o o n be cut down like the
grass, and wither as t he green herb.
Trust in the L ORD, and do good ; so
shaft thou dwell in the l and, and
ver i l y thou shah be fed [with God's
true Word]. Delight thyself [or ta ke
great pleasure] also in the L O R D ; and
he shall g i ve thee the desires of throe
heart. Commit thy way [not w hat
y o u want but what God wants] unt o
the L O R D ; trust also in him; and he
shall bring it to pass."
This might not be a message that
will cause you to shout , b ut it is a
mess age to warn you. The devil has
set out to cause you to become lukewarm and so busy with t he c ares, the
riches, and the pleasures of thi s l ife
that you fail to take time to go to the
house of G o d and get your soul fed.
If there w ere ever a time when you
needed to b e a t the house of God, it
is in the day and age that we are
living. Ever y t ime the church door is
open, you should not allow anything
to hinder you from getting to the
house of God. Why? Because it is f o r
your benef i t . E v ery message that
goes forth has something in it for
you. Howev er , if you are not careful,
you will hold back w hen God shows
you a move to make; then it will not
be long unt i l you forget it. When
God wants you to m a k e a move, He
draws things to your attention.
Friend, i f you have a need, let
God have His way and get that need
met now. If you have been careless
in your home c ongregation church
attendance or negli g ent in your prayer life or in y o ur Bible study, ask
God to forgive you and help you.
That is where your power comes
from. When you neglect those things,
you will become weak s piritually,
and then you will lose your desire to
go to the hous e of God and become
weak er still. If God has drawn a need
to y o ur Attention, you ought to do
something about i t now. Ask God to

help you, because it is for your b enefit.
God wants you to be strong. He
wants you to d o a work so you can
get paid, not in dollars and cents but
by His blessings. This is what keeps

God's peo pl e g o ing. If God quit
blessing Hi s people, getting them to
attend the house of God w o uld be
hard. However, because God blesses
us , we want to go back. If yo u neglect attending the worship services,

you will lose that bles s i ng and, as a
result, yo u will not have any praise
for God. G o d will give you the
power to overcome every hindrance.
(Cassette C-4142M)

The devil is quite willing for a
person to profess Christianity as long
as he doesn't put it into practice.
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Definitely
Guided By
God's Spirit

W hat wonderful privileges are
ours if we are truly living for God and
our lives are com pletely given over to
His control. One of the greatest
prom ises Christ ever gave to the
believer was that when the Holy Spirit
would com e that He would guide the
children of God into the full light of the
Gospel. He said, speaking of the Holy
Spirit, "Howbeit, when He, the Spirit of
Truth is com e, He will guide you into
all Truth."
This is definitely speaking of the
Holy Spirit leading us into the full light
and Truth of the Scriptures. He will
surely do this if we are willing to
accept each ray of truth as it is
revealed to us by His Spirit; but if we
reject a part of the T ruth, He is not
obligated to continue revealing Truth.
Our only safety lies in accepting,
with grateful hearts, what He does
reveal. Then He will continue until our
very souls will be illum inated with the
light of divine Truth. As we follow on
in His divine plan, our lives will be
filled with grace and victory and glory
and we will then becom e as lights in
the world and draw others to the
blessed Savior of m en.
There is also another way in
which He has prom ised to guide us,
and sad to say, few Christians think of
the great privilege that could be theirs;
or of their responsibility in m agnifying
the Lord through these personal
dem onstrations of His power of His
care.
Thank God it is possible for us to
hear the voice of God clearly
speaking to us, definitely trying to
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guide us in clear paths of service to
Him .
In the year 1929, I had a very
definite experience of being guided by
the dear Lord in a plain path in service
to m y fellowm an. I lived at that tim e in
Indianapolis and was pastor of one of
the congregations. Sister Keith was a
faithful m em ber in m y congregation.
Her general health was good, but she
had had a few serious heart attacks.
These were not very frequent so we
had not been deeply concerned about
her.
One night, possibly 3:00 in the
m orning, I was definitely awakened
from sound sleep as if som eone had
entered the room and called m e. As I
awakened, I sat up in bed, and after a
m om ent's thought, knowing that was
alone in the apartm ent, I realized that
the Lord had awakened m e. So I
bowed m y head in prayer and asked
Him what He had awakened m e for.'
The answer quickly cam e, "Call a cab
at once, and go to Sister Keith.
I quickly called the cab and
rapidly dressed while waiting for it. In
a few m om ents, I was there. Being so
definitely sure God had spoken, I
expected to see the house lit up and
to see the fam ily stirring, for I was
sure som ething was wrong there. To
m y surprise, everything was in
darkness and the fam ily sleeping (as
far as I could see).
'The cab driver stood by a few
m inutes and the enem y of all good
said, "W hat a foolish thing you have
done. They are all in bed asleep."
Quickly looking to the Lord, I was

im pressed to enter a sm all side gate
and to try and go around to the back
door. I sent the cab away and entered
that dark passage for the first tim e in
m y life.
As I reached the kitchen door, I
saw through a sm all crack, that light
was in the house. W ithout knocking or
speaking, I opened the door and
entered. There in a chair sat our
beloved Sister Keith, to all outward
appearances gasping her last breath.
She had awakened with a heart attack
and had gone downstairs for water.
W hen she got downstairs, she was so
bad she could do nothing.
Her husband worked nights and
the two daughters were both upstairs
in bed asleep. From where she sank
down in the chair, with m uch difficulty
she had unlocked the back door. She
could not speak a word, but as she
saw m e enter, the tears of gratitude
flowed from her eyes. W ithout a word
to her, I stepped to her side, and as I
laid on hands, I felt invested with
authority from Heaven over the
affliction.
God enabled m e to pray the
prayer of faith, and the work was
instantly done. Our praises awoke the
girls, and they soon joined us. All
together we prayed, worshiped, and
adored our Savior and Healer. From
that hour, Psalm 32:8 has been m ore
real to m e than ever before in m y life.
It says, " I will instruct thee and teach
thee in the way which thou shalt go: I
will guide thee with m ine eye." Bless
the Lord, oh m y soul, and all that is
within m e, bless His Holy nam e.

As I write this, I am convinced that
som e who will read it will doubt it; but
the Lord does not change the fact of
truth. Som e will say, "But that was
years ago. W hat good does it do us
now?" Dear one, tim e never has or
never will change or take from the
power of God. Jesus Christ is the
sam e yesterday, today, and forever.
Som e will say, "But that was a special
case." Yes, that was just one special

case, but it can be m ultiplied if we
listen to the voice of God's Spirit when
He speaks and then m ove out in
obedience to that voice.
In these latter days, m any have
fallen from the faith, but God has not
changed. His word of prom ise has not
changed; neither has His plan for the
care of His people changed. W hat
Christ needs today is an arm y of m en
and wom en, spirit filled and hum ble,

ready to sell out, entirely placing their
lives in His hand, ready for sacrifice or
ready for service. W ill you enlist
wholeheartedly in His service–ready
to hear, ready to obey, ready to be
used by Him to the fullness of your
capacity coupled up with the Holy
Spirit?
Selected
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John 11:1 Now a certain man was
sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the
town of Mary and her sister Martha.
2 (It was t hat Mary which anointed
the Lord w i t h ointment, and wiped his
feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus
was sick.)
3 Therefore his sisters sent unto
hinm, saying, Lord, behold, he w hom
thorn lovest is sick.
4 When Jesus heard that, he said,
T h is sickness is not unto death, but for
the glory of God, that the Son of God
aright be glorified thereby.
5 Now Jesus l o v e d Martha, and her
sister, and Lazarus.

6 When he had h e a r d therefore that
he was sick, he abode two d a y s still in
the same place where he was.
7 T h e n a fter that with he to his
disciples, Let us go into Judaea again.
8 His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews o f l ate sought to stone thee;
and goest thorn thither again?
9 Jesus ans w e r ed, Are there not
twelve hou r s i n the day? If any man
walk in the day, he stumble t h not, because he seeth the light of this world.
10 But if a man walk in the night,
he stumbleth, because there is no light
in hint.

11 These things said he: a nd after
that he saith unto them , O u r friend
Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I m ay
awake him out of sleep.
12 Then sa i d h is disciples, Lord, if
he sleep, he shall do well.
13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his deat h:
but they thought t h a t he had spoken of
taking of rest in sleep.
14 Then said J esus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.
15 And I am glad for Your sakes
that I was not there, to the intent ye may
believe ; n evertheless let us go unto him.

Brother E. David Stegmeier
How to Be Successful in
Your Walk With God
God gives us spiritual discernment when we listen t o every word
He speaks, even the nua nces. He has
many reason, behind what He says,
t hat we need to understand. We ar e
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living in a very dark da y, a day that
is very dangerous, spiritually speaking. Therefore, we need t o be awake
and alert, a nd we need to fully comprehend what is happening a r ound
us. Saint, may all that y o u say and
do be to glorify God and not self.
Jes us said that Lazarus' sickness

was not unt o death but for the glory
of God. Jesus has everything under
His control. Sometimes a s I ponder
situations, I wonder, "What shall I
do?" I am learning more and more
that if I do no t know what to do, then
I should stand still until I receive
divine direction.

I once found a meaningful illustration in a boo k. A man was watching a butterfly c o m e out of its cocoon,
and i t was working very laboriously
to get o ut . The man felt sorry for it,
so he pulled it o ut. However, it never
d id develop into a beautiful butterfly; it died and s t a y ed a very grotesque mass of tissue. So it is with us
as Chri s t i ans. Sometimes we want to
g et out of our trials and hard places,
but God is working those things for
our good and wanting us to become
more beautiful people. Often I would
like to get out of my difficulties
quickly, b ut s o m et imes the Lord
keeps me there and turns the fire up
a little hotter. My prayer is, "Lord,
please help me. I need Your grace,
Your wisdom, and Your divine direction."
The Lord knows what i s good for
us, and through all that we experience, He can give us discernment,
understanding , and insight into how
He w o rks to make us more beautiful
c r eatures for Him. He wants to make
us more patient, more longsuffering,
and more k no w l ed g ea b le of the
thi ng s of God so that we might help
o t hers who go through similar situations. I think o f B r o t her C. W.
Naylor. He was injured and c ould not
walk, but God used him to write
books and beautiful songs that we
enjoy yet. G o d used his affliction to
His glory. Also, God wonderful ly
used Fanny Cr o s b y. She was the
great es t and the most prolific hymn
writer that manki nd has ever known.
She wrote m o re than eight thousand
hymns, many of which w e enjoy
today, such as "Blessed Assurance."
God c a n use your hard places if
you will commit them to Him. G o d
has everything under control in our
lives. Sometimes y ou may feel that
the Lord need s to come on the scene
immediately, but He may want you
to learn to b e more patient. He will
take care o f things in His time and
vindicate His justice.
Our Scripture text states in verses
9-10: "Jesus answered, Ar e t here not
twelve hours in the da y ? I f any man
walk in the day, he s t umbleth not,
because he seeth the light of this

world. B ut if a man walk in the
nig ht, he stumbleth, because there is
no light in him." The J ewish day was
fro m s unrise to sunset, and they
divid ed it into twelve periods of
time, some longer and some shorter
according to the length of the day. I
believe that Jesus was using a figurative expr es s ion in these verses to
c o nvey a spiritual meaning. In other
word s, He was taking a physical
activity to teach a spiritual truth.
We can gather some lessons f r om
these profound words of war ning.
A g ain, Jesus said, "If any man walk
in the day, he stumbleth not, because
he seeth the light of this world. But if
a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in hi m ."
Too m a ny are halting, stumbling,
and falling into pits of all kinds. I
want to be successful in my walk
with God, don't you? To me, this is a
top priority.
Take Heed to Yourself
The Bible w a r ns us that we are
living in a snare, and it says the
snare ha s c o m e upon the entire
world. When I was in the military
service, they t r a ined us how to go
into a field where there w ere land
m i nes, and that was a scary situation.
We are living i n a spiritual realm
where t here are many spiritual land
mines, and we need to know where
they are. D o not be led blindly. You
need to weigh everything by the
light of God's eterna l Word. Therefore, you must know w hat the Bible
teaches and understand the principl es of the Book. You cannot violat e
one principle in the Word of God
knowingly and walk in the light.
Someone came to me wi t h different Bible Scriptures and said, "We
a r e following this and that." I said,
"How about where the Word says,
'Touch not mine anointed, and do my
prophets no harm'?" If you ha r m a
prophet o f God, you are guilty of
violating God's law, no mat t er who
you are, minister or laity. If you d o
another prophet harm, you are guilty
before God. Friend, you had better
keep your hands off a prophet of God

a nd his work, because the Bible sa y s
so.
Once a man c a me to our congregation w ho posed to be a minister
and s aid he wanted to help us. The
Bible says, "Kno w them which labor
among you" and "lay hands suddenly on no man." That man caused
me much heartache a nd damage and
hurt. It was no t long until he contracted cancer and was gone. God
will v i nd i c a t e His justice. There
needs to be mor e g o d ly fear on people who claim to be the Chur ch of
God.
J esus, in cautioning His people in
Luke 21:34-36, said: "And ta k e heed
to yourselves, [This is still good admonition. You had better be careful
of yoursel f , for you are your greatest
enemy. You can mislead y o ur s elf
and become deceived. That is the
reason you need to be weig hed by
the Word of God. I do not read the
Bible to strai g hten out someone else.
I read the Bible t o straighten out
myself and to keep m y feet in the
strait and narrow wa y .] lest at any
t i m e your hearts be overcha r g ed
with surfeiting [living after the flesh,
overeating, carrying on in t he flesh],
and drunkenness, and c a r es of this
life, and s o t hat day come upon you
unawares [or unexpectedly].
"For as a s na r e shall it come on
all them tha t dwell on the face of the
whole earth. [The Bible s a ys to buy
the Truth and sell it not. We need the
Trut h so we can have the spiritual
eyesight we need.] Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that y e may
b e accounted worthy to escape all
these thi ngs that shall come to pass,
and to sta nd before the Son of man."
Ther e are more and more things
occurring that we need to escape.
Escape for y o ur life and do not look
back!
I often cite the ex a mple of Pilgrim in "Pilgrim's Progress." Perhaps
you have read that old classic. Pilgrim was in the City of Destructio n,
a nd as his burden became heavier,
his desire to know how to get rid of it
became so st r ong that he left the City
of Des truction, never to look back,
not even to take care o f his family.
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Spiritually speaking, people criticize
Christi a ns for that, but they lose the
essence of the Chri s tian consecration.
We must love God more tha n o ur
own families, and sometimes that is
hard. Neverthel es s , Chr i s t m us t
come first.
The Dangers of Prosperity
M a sses of people today are livi ng
in carnal security. We have never
been more bless ed a s a nation than
w e are today, but as a whole, our
nation is less spiritual. In the pa st our
nation had never s uccumbed to such
evil and wick edness as we see today.
T hat which should be called evil i s
called good, and that which is good is
called ev il. May God help us. Too
many are careless. They care less
a b o ut the spiritual part of thei r
liv es –their souls. Their attention is
focused upon thi ngs that only pertain
t o the outward man, which is perishi ng. Most of the world is occupied
w i t h the problems that concern only
this time wor l d . God's Word says we
are living in a snare.
In Matthew, Chapter 13 , Jesus
spoke about the parable o f the sower.
In verse 7 He said, "And some fell
amo ng thorns; and the thorns sprung
up, and choked them." Then to g i v e
us some insight into that Scripture, in
verse 22 He said, "He also that received seed among the thorns is he
that heareth the word ; a nd the care of
this world, and the decei tfulness of
riches, c ho k e t he word, and he
becometh unf r uitful." I want to be
fruitful in my Christian experience.
The Bible says that the fruit of the
righteous is a tr ee of life. I want to
see souls s a ved. I believe that a
healthy congregation no t only has
older sheep but also new ones.
Too many have such a gr eat
desire for the wealth of this world
that their zeal for God has waned.
They are doing less and l ess to further the cause of G o d . I do not think
that understa nding why is difficult.
I n enl i g ht ened A m erica, getting
people out to the house of God t o
hear the Gospel is difficult. Why do
you suppose that is t r ue? It is due to
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our aff l uent society. People do not
feel they need God. They have everything they need, so they have no
desire for God. T her e are too many
distractions.
Paul said to "lay aside ever y
weight, and the sin that so easily
b esets us." You should get rid of all
those things that hinder your spiritual progres s and take time away
from your r eading the Word, praying, and attending the house of God.
I f something hinders you spirituall y
and your attendance to t he house of
worship, you ought to g et r id of it.
Prosperity c an destroy spirituality in
people more than persecut i on can. I
have often thoug ht, "Oh, if people
would stay on fire for God, what a
work could be done for Go d!" I want
this Truth that we enjoy to be heralded throughout the world. W e are
so privileg ed and so blessed to know
the Truth of God's eternal Word!
Thank God for His Truth!
G o d w a r ned peopl e d o w n
thro ugh the annals of history about
t he dangers of prosperity. You ma y
ask, "How does that relate to discernment? " It can keep you from reading
and praying and attending the house
of worship, which hinders your having the spi r i t ua l discernment you
need. We are living in a very dangerous and difficult time, a per ilous
day.
D eut er onomy 6:10- 1 2 r ea d s :
"And it shall be, when the L ORD thy
God shall have brought thee into the
l and which he sware unto thy father s
[Moses was speaking of the child r en
of Israel], to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not,
And houses full of all good things,
which thou f i lledst not, and wells
digged, w hi c h thou diggedst not,
vineyards and olive t r ees , which
thou plantedst not; when thou shalt
have eaten and be full; Then beware
. . . ."
God was warning the children of
Israel to beware when their lives
b ec a m e pr o s perous. Often w hen
people come i n from the world and
fr o m living in sin, they have nothing. Sa d l y , as God begins to bless

them with l a r g er homes, nicer automobiles, a nd other things, their spirituality wanes.
I warn my congregation to be
careful of prosperity. I do not lead
them as a dictator o r a tyrant, but the
Bible says the man of God should be
an example. We need to follow the
s hepherd. Do not go where he does
not go. You need to watch what he
does and where he goes, l isten to
what he says, and watch how he
treats people.
Diligently Keep God's
Commandments
D eut er o nomy 6:12 conti nues ,
"Then beware lest thou forget the
L ORD, which brought thee forth out of
the land of Egypt, fro m t he house of
bondage." That verse is applicable to
each of us today. Saint, you were
once in the hous e of bondage, but
now yo u a r e free to do the will of
God, not to do what you want to do.
If every saint does the will of God,
we will have no division. Is Christ
divided? No ! If we are divided, a
spirit is w o rking somewhere that is
not the Spirit of God. If there is division, contention, or dissension, then
the devil i s working. You see, when
you and I ha ve good fellowship, we
work together, w e are compatible,
we enjoy ea c h other, and we have no
pr o b l em s . Ho w ev er, should yo u
listen to something that someone says
about me, then we no longer ha ve
the sweet f ellowship that we once
had. The person w ho sows those
things in your ear is sowing disc o rd,
and God ha tes that one who sows
discord.
Deuter o no m y 6 :1 3 - 1 7 reads:
"Thou. shalt fear the L ORD t hy God,
and serve him, and shalt swear by
his name. Ye shall not go after o t her
gods, of the gods of the people which
a r e round about you; (For the L ORD
thy God is a jea l o us God among you)
lest t he a nger of the L ORD thy God be
k i ndled against thee, and destroy
thee from o ff the face of the earth. Ye
shall not tempt the L ORD y o ur God,
as ye tempted him in Massah. Ye
shall diligently keep the command-

ment s of the L ORD your God, and his
testimonies, and his statutes, which
he hath commanded thee."
T he Church of God should be a
diligent people. You should never go
to sleep in the house of worship. That
is a v ery serious thing. What would
happen if you were to go to s l eep
w hile driving a car? That would be
extremely dangerous, and so it is in
the hous e of worship. You need to sit
up, be alert, and listen so that you
can have the di scernment you need.
You need discernment. When y o u
are i n a quandary about what to do
concerning a s i tuation and many
voices are spea k i ng, you ought to do
what is r ight. God's way is always
right.
Verse 1 8 says, "And thou shalt do
t hat which is right and good in the
sight of t he L ORD : that it may be well
wit h thee . . . ." I believe that our
lives , t he enjoyment of our lives, and
the blessings of our lives are contingent upon the degree to w hi c h we
are obedient to God and Hi s Word.
Also, our success as Christians is
contingent upon the degree to which
we obey every po r tion of the Bible. I
believe in the old-fashioned Gospel.
A sister may ask somet i mes,
"Well, if I trim my hair a little bit, is
that all right? " I always say, "You
should g i v e God the benefit of the
do ub t . Where the Word of God is
explicit, be explicit . T he Bible teaches
that the men ought to have short ha ir
and that the women oug ht to have
long hair. I want t o do the will of
God. I believe people would suffer
less and hav e fewer problems in
their individual l i ves if they were
m o r e obedient to God. We must l et
God's will be done in our lives.
Deuteronomy 6:17-19 states: "Ye
shall diligently keep the commandments of the L ORD your God, and his
testimonies, and his statutes, which
he hath commanded thee. And thou
shalt d o t hat which is right and good
i n the sight of the L ORD : that it ma y
be well with thee, and that thou
mayest go in and possess the good
land whic h t he L ORD sware unto thy
fathers, T o c ast out all thine enemies
f rom before thee, as the L ORD hat h

spoken." Child of God, you need to
stay in God's Word and be obedient
to Him, and ultimately He will t ake
care of your enemies.
How to Help Your Children to
Have Stability and Discernment
Deuteronomy 6:20-21 continues:
"And when t hy son asketh thee in
time to come, saying, W ha t mean the
t estimonies, and the statutes, and the
jud g ments, which the L ORD our God
hath com m a nd ed you? Then thou
shalt say unto thy so n, We were
Pha r aoh's bondmen in Egypt; and
the L ORD brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand." In other words,
t hey were to tell their children ho w
God ha d delivered them. Saint, the
Lord wants you to tell y o ur children
how God brought you into the Truth.
When I was a small boy, our
family came into the Truth, but we
w er e in the Anderson mov em ent
t hen. Y o u s hould rehearse thes e
truths and your experienc es w ith
your c hildren so that they might
have streng t h and stability and discernm ent in their lives. Our pastor
B r o t her R. L. Mullen was very concerned with the way the Anderson
m ovement was letting down on the
Bible standard. I per ceived that. I
was getting some spiritual dis cernment even as a young boy.
Verses 22-24 rea d : "And the L ORD
showed signs and w o nders, great
and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh,
and upon all his household, before
our eyes: And he brought us out
from thence, that he might bring us
in, to give us the land w hi ch he
sware unto our fathers. And the L ORD
c o m m anded us to do all these stat utes, to fear the L ORD o ur God, for
our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day."
I f y ou do all that the Lord com mands you to do, you will have the
discernment you need. That is how
you get discernment. If y o u will do
the will of God, He will reveal things
to you. The c o m m a nds of God are not
burdensome or oppr essive. They are
wonderful a nd enjoyable. His yoke is
easy and His b ur d en is light. God's

Word is true. I have found it so!
S ister, dressing modestly is f o r
your good . There is a reason that the
Church of G o d t ea c hes what it
teaches. I am proud of the doctrines
o f the Church of God; they mak e
good sense.
I read in a newspaper severa l
y ea r s ago of a case where a young
man molested a y o ung woman, and
they t r i ed hi m and put him in
prison. However, they w ent on to try
her too because of the way she ha d
a ttired herself. They felt that she ha d
seduced hi m . No man lives to himself, and no man dies to himself.
Verse 25 says, "And it shall b e our
righteousness, if we obs erve to do all
t hese commandment s b ef o r e t he
L ORD our God, as he hath co m manded us." Worldly possessions can
be great hindrances to you in effec t ually working in the Kingdom of God,
in being spiritua l , and in having
discernment so that y o u know how to
positi o n yourself in this very dangerous day. W orldly cares can distract
you, dra w you away, and divert you
from what is most important in y o ur
life. Many people rely on worldly
possessions. Some people think that
God is blessing this one or that one
because of his or her a ffluence, but
that is not necessarily so. Which one
was more blessed and more successful–Lazarus or the rich man?
The Time of Your Visitation
Going back to our text of Scripture, Jesus said in John 11:9-10: "Are
t here not twelve hours in the day ? I f
any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the li ght of
this world. But if a m a n walk in the
night, he stumbleth, because there is
no light in him."
Your li f e is divided into various
stages and divisions. Young person,
you are preparing for life. God may
ca l l y ou to a very important ministry.
I felt God's hand was on m e when I
wa s f ive years old. I can remember
the first time tha t God so strongly
spoke to my heart. The song that
they s ang during the altar service
said, "I will follow thee, M y Savior,
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wheresoe'er my lot may be." I answered that c a l l , and I am not sorry
that my parent s raised me in a
Church of God congregation. I am
thankful for my Christian heritage.
God has appointed certain tim es and
o pportunities in your life. You need
to be zealous about the things of God
and alert and conscious of every
opportunity that Go d affords you.
This mi g ht be your day of visitation.
This might be your d a y of mercy.
The day of mercy has been closed for
some already in this world.
In Luke, Chapter 19, Jesus wept
o v er Jerusalem and said in verse 42,
"If thou hads t k no w n . . . ." Multitudes of people a r e completely ignoring their day of visi t a t i o n. That is a
serious thing . You should not reject
t he Truth that you hear. You shoul d
chew it, ea t i t, and allow it to become
a part of you. You need to weigh it
very cautio us ly and seriously. You
must be careful that you d o not
think, "Oh, that's his i d ea " when a
man of God preaches the Word.
Jesus s aid: "If thou hadst known,
even thou, at least in this thy day,
the thing s which belong unto thy
peace! but now they are hid from
thine eyes. For the days shall come
upo n thee, that thine enemies shall
cast a trench about thee, and compass
thee round, and keep t hee in on
every side, And shall lay thee even
with the ground, and thy children
within thee; and they shall not leave
in thee one stone upon another; bec ause thou knewest not the time o f
thy visitation" (Luke 19:42-44).
A b o ve all people in the world,
t he Jewish people have suffered more
than a ny other. People who have
turned d o w n their day of visitation
are going to bring t he judgments of
God upon themselves and their c hildren. Pa rent, if you really love your
children, you will be careful how you
take the messages of God a nd how
you treat the man of God. T he d ay of
opportunity is over for many; the
door of mercy has b een closed, and
the eyes of their underst a nding have
been blinded. They no l onger unders t a nd and stand for the things they
once stood fo r a nd recognized as
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Truth. M any have rejected the warnings of the Spirit, the Word, and the
man of God. The Word pr ea ched to
you is to alert you and give you
spiritual insight and discernment.
Perils of Our Day
Church, not only should you be
zealous to further the Go s pel of God,
but you should be consc i o us that
there are very serious enemies and
per i l s all around you. When Jesus
said, "If any man walk in the day, he
stumbleth not ," in essence, He was
sa y i ng, "If any man walk in the
light, he stumbleth not." Those who
walk in the day a r e walking in the
l i g ht, and they have discernment, o r
we m i ght say they have readiness
and a ccuracy to really know what is
going on.
Paul wr o t e about the perils of our
day in 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 5.
Verses 1 - 3 read: "But of the times and
the seasons, brethren, ye ha v e no
need tha t I write unto you. For yourselves know perfect l y t hat the day of
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the
night. F o r when they shall say, Peace
and safety; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them . . . ."
Today it seems that o ur country
has never felt more secure in its history than it does now. However , the
enemies on the outside are no t our
g r avest danger but rather use insid e
our country . Our country is destroying itself through the lack of moral
i ntegrity, honesty, and work ethics .
Homes ar e disintegrating, and the
public schools are no longer safe
ha v ens for our children. In too many
pl aces the church is a battleground
rather than a r ef ug e for the oppr es s ed. Jesus let us know that a
house divided against itself canno t
stand. Chur c h, we need one another.
P a u l w e n t on to sa y in 1
Thessalonia ns 5:4-8: "But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you a s a thief.
Ye are all the children o f light, and
the children of the day: we are not of
the night, nor of darkness. Therefore
let us not s l eep, as do others; but let
us watch and be sober. F o r they that

sleep sleep in the night ; a nd they
that be drunken are drunken in the
night. But let us, who are of the d a y,
be sober . . . ." In o ther words, you
should be a responsible per son. You
should listen to the W o r d of God and
give God your attention, your will,
and your desire. Your attitude should
b e, "God, I am going to implement
what I hear fr o m t he sacred desk in
my life. I am going to do what the
Word of God says to do."
I think of the words of a young
man who went t o a service in Ireland
many years ago. He arr ived late, and
a s the people were leaving, he sai d ,
"Oh, is the s er m on over?" One worshiper said, "No, it rem a ins to be
lived."
In our house of worship we have
these words hanging over the door:
"Enter to Worship" and "Leave to
Serve." Thi s is a time when you need
to be alert to conditi o ns all around
you. You need to be serious, to recognize that there are hidden enem i es,
a nd to be able to distinguish between
that which is of God a nd that which
is no t o f G od. If you walk in the will
of God, you can travel o n with great
confidence. I know w her e I have
been, and I know where I a m going.
You can have that privilege and be
sure of the direction in w hi c h you are
going.
If you seek to do the will of God
in all tha t you do and live according
to that will and glorify God, you can
have the dis c er nment that you need.
It is important that you run this
Christian r a ce successfully. The Spirit
and the Word o f G o d a r e the
witnesses. They are our g ui d es, and
they give us the disc er nm ent we
need. Many peo ple are getting their
directi o ns from another source rather
than from God.
Paul s a i d , "I conferred not with
flesh and blood" ( G alatians 1:16). You
s hould never lay aside the Word of
God. No man of God wil l s a y , "I will
interpret the Word of God and tell
you what it says. Do not read it on
your own." I tell people, "Br ing your
Bible to church with you and f o l l ow
along in the Scriptures." You need to
k no w t he T r ut h, appreciate t he

Trut h, love the Truth, and live the
Truth.
Too many are walking according
to the crowds. Many peo ple say,
"Well, I am l ooking at the numbers."
They might not say it qui te in those
words, but instead of getting direction fr o m God, they look at how
m a ny ministers and others ha v e
taken a certain position. Playing t he
numbers game is foo lish. When I was
a young la d , a friend of mine who
was R o m a n Catholic said, "Dave,
how can fifty -nine million Catholics
be wrong?" Nev er theless, they are
wrong.
The Bible says, "Thou shalt not
follow a multitude to do evil" (Exodus
23:2). Noa h stood alone, the Hebrew
children stood alone, a nd many martyrs stoo d alone. Some are getting
t heir direction from the world. They
are walking according t o the course
of the world. I w ant to get my spiritual insight from God's W ord, from
those principles that I learned from a
child on up.
There are many cults. The Roman Catholic church is one of the
largest cults in the world. All relig i o ns that are not in conformity to the
B i b l e are cults. In the Truth we have
the prerogative to study t he Word of
God. I do not force peopl e t o do what
I say. I tell them, "Look in the Book
and follow the pr i nc i pl es of the
Word."
Lean Not to Your
Own Understanding
Proverbs 3:5-6 states: "T r ust in
the L ORD [People sometimes say, 'I
have utmost c o nf idence in this individual.' Friend, you had b et ter have
ut m ost confidence only in God.] with
all thine heart ; and lean not unto
thine own understanding. In all thy
ways a c knowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths." The word utmost
m ea ns "t he highest degree," a nd
only God cannot fail. He is the only
One who cannot err a nd will not
mislead. I do not have utmost confid enc e i n hum a nity. The Roman
Catholics have utmost confidence i n
the Pope. God pity their souls. Cults

lay aside reasoning.
In having s piritual discernment,
we have the ability and the prerogat i v e to reason according to the Wor d
of God. We must lay aside human
reasoning, but reason according to
the Bible. Cults take away people's
r easoning ability, and that is wrong.
S o m e ha v e gone into sit ua t i o ns
w here the leader says, "I will stud y
the Word of G o d and tell you what it
means." Tha t i s dangerous! That is
the reason yo u need spiritual discernment.
You may say, "Oh, thi s m inister
said such-and-such." Well, go to the
Bib l e: "Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all t hy ways
[that is all-inclusive, in everythi ng
you do, in all yo ur ways] acknowledge him, a nd he shall direct thy
paths." Ver s e 7 is also good admonition: "Be not wise in thine own eyes:
fear the L ORD, and d epa rt from evil."
If peopl e would read Proverbs
repeated ly, and apply all those principles, they would be such wise peo ple. The central theme of the B o o k of
Prover b s is this: you must consider
G o d in every move that you make in
life, even in your travels, your vacations , your purchases, your marriage,
your disciplining, y o ur choice of jobs,
and so on. Unseen situations l ur k all
around us, thi ng s of which we are
unaware. We need God.
Proverbs 3:7-8 tells us: "Be not
wise in t hine own eyes: fear the
L O RD, and depart from evil. It shal l
be health to thy na v el , and marrow
t o thy bones." In other words, y o u
will be healthy, spiritually speaking.
Lean not to your own comprehens ion, your own understanding, your
own discernment, or yo ur own carnal
reasoning, but lean on the Lord. You
must find out what His w i ll is, lest
you stumble and fall and be destroyed eternally. Just what the natural light is to our physic a l a ctions, the
spiritual light is to our mortal actio ns .
It is extremely impo rtant that we
have discernm ent. The principles of
the Word of G o d give us light and
understanding. A mistak e could be
fatal, spiritually speaking. The Bible

says there are wol v es i n sheep's
clothing. First John 4 :1 instructs us,
"B el oved, believe not every spirit,
but try the spirits whether they are of
Go d : because many false prophets
are gone out into the world." T he
Bible i nstructs you to try the spirits
by the Word of God. Look i nt o their
history s o t hat you can see what kind
of tracks they have made. A wolf's
tracks are different from a sheep's
tracks.
Spiritual Darkness
Jud e 1 2 -13 tells us there are wandering stars tha t pose as ministers of
light. Jud e 11-13 gives this warning:
"Woe unto them [false prophets]! for
they have gone in the w a y of Cain,
and ran greedil y after the error of
Balaam for reward, [If you are in the
ministry for anything but to win the
souls of men to Chr i s t because of a
divine call f r o m God, you are in the
wrong pr o f es sion. God never divi nely called many who are posing
as ministers. Had He divinely called
them, they would do a divine work,
a work c o m mensurate with the will
of God, a work that would glorify
God.] and perished in the gains a y ing
o f Core [rebellion and stubbornnes s
are running rampant today]. T hese
a r e spots in your feasts of charity ,
when they feast with y o u, feeding
themselves witho ut fear [we need to
take the Word with fear; do not let it
drop to the ground, so to s peak]:
clouds they are without water, carried about of wind s [ t he violent
w inds of doctrine–we need to have
discernment t o know what is and
what is not Truth]; trees whose fruit
withereth, without fruit, twice dead,
plucked up by the ro o t s ; Raging
waves o f t he sea, foaming out their
own shame [often it is thr ough their
doctrine of 'I sin, you sin, w e a l l sin
more or l es s every day,' and it is
usually more than less]; wandering
stars, to who m is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever."
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In the lives of many people,
there has been a n eclipse: something
has come between them a nd the
light. Could it be a root of bitterness?
If you walk in the light as He is in
the light, you have fellow s hip. Light

"But Go d hath revealed them unto us
by his Spirit: for the Spir it searcheth
a ll things, yea, the deep things o f
God. Fo r what man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of
m a n which is in him? even so the

Thy word's a light unto my feet;
How holy, happy, and complete,
I walk in the precious light.

gives yo u discernment. If there were
no l i g ht in a building, you would
stumble over everything.
In this day of gr eat spiritual
da r k ness, we need to see the great
Light. Those who have sat in darkness have seen a great light, and that

thi ng s of God knoweth no man, but
the S pi rit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the wo r l d ,
but the s pi r i t which is of God; that
we might know the thing s that are
freely given to us of God. Which
things also we speak, not in t he

Thy favor's more than earthly fame,
Thy smile is my constant light.

light i s J esus Christ. As never before,
we need to ex ercise caution, and we
need wisdom and discernment. Experience and examples of others s ho uld
teach you that yo u need to use cautio n. Do not listen to everything. Too
many are not heeding that admoni-

words which man' s wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teac het h;
comparing spiritual things w i th spiritual. But the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit o f G o d : for
they are foolishness unto him: nei ther can he know them, because they

I'm now in the light of God.

tion. We all need to b e m o r e spirit ua l . O ne pr erequisite of having
di s cernment is humility. Solomon, in
his begi nni ng , w as very humble.
Humility is a grea t quality. Saul was
used of God as long as he was humble. Psa l m 119:18 says, "Open thou

are spiritually di scerned. But he that
is spiritual judg eth all things, yet he
himself is judged of no man."
You need to be as s pi r itual as
you pos s i b l y can. Also, you need to
get into every service that you can.
Listen to every m es s age that you can

mi ne eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law." David
prayed for wis d om, and God gave it
to him.
Daniel a lso prayed for wisdom.
Daniel 7:15-16 says: "I Daniel was
gr ieved in my spirit in the midst of

hea r in the house of worship and
obey the man of God. Be a n obedient
Christian. As many Church of G o d
congregations g o on, they get further
away from the old hymns . Besides
the W o r d of God, the man of God,
and the Spirit of God giving us dis-

my body, and the visions of my head
troubled me. I came near unto o ne of
them that stood by, a nd a sked him
the t r uth of all this. So he told me,
a nd made me know the interpretation of the things." Too ma ny are
gullible today, spiritually speaking.

cernment, the hymns w e sing can
give us und er s tanding. Our songs
are powerful and deep in spiritual
und erstanding. One song that w e
sing is entitled "In the L i g ht of God"
by D. S. Warner, which says:

Walk Wisely
Proverbs 28:5 says, "Evil men
understand not judgment: but they
that seek the L ORD understand all
things." Verse 26 says, "He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but
whoso walketh wisely, he shall be
delivered."
First Corinthians 2:10-15 says:
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Along a dark and gloomy path
I groped beneath the shades of death
No hope beyond my dying breath,
Till light from the Savior came.
My darkness now is passed away,
In Jesus all is perfect day;
And peace and comfort ever stay,
Since Christ is my perfect light.
O Jesus, to my heart so sweet,

All glory to my Savior's name!
To do thy will my highest aim;

In the light of God,
Now my soul is singing,
All, all is bright,
In the light of God.

Christ is my hero. I have placed
my utmost confid enc e in Him. Do I
respec t the men of God? I do. I have
learned that obedience is the best
policy, and I was taught respect as a
boy. My parents taught me to have
great respect for the man behind the
pulpit. The best instruction that you
can give your children is to highly
respect the man of God, to give him
d o uble honor. That is what the Bibl e
teaches.
Too m any are looking for the
favor of men, the favor of someone
they may have bef r iended, or perhaps the favor of a good friend.
Som etimes standing for Truth may
mean saying goodbye to a very d ea r
friend, but Jesus m ust come first. One
of the most difficult times in D a v id's
life was when he a nd his dear friend
Jonathan had to part ways.
In God's will and favor is pr otection. Everything you want from life
comes by dwelling i n His favor. As
the songwriter penned, "Thy favor's
more than earthly fame, T hy smile is
my constant light." I hope y o u have
r ec ei v ed understanding concerni ng
how you can r eceive more discernment.
(Cassette C-4145M)
It is never the
right time to do the
wrong thing.

Luke 12:13 A nd one of the company
said unto him, Master, speak to my
brother, that he divide the inheritance
with me.
14 And he said unto him, Man, who
made me a judge or a divider over you?
15 And he said unto them, Take
h eed, and beware of covetousness: for a
man's life co n s i s t e t h n o t i n the
abundance of the things w h i c h he
possesseth.

16 And he spake a p arable unto
the m , saying, The ground of a certain
rich man brought forth plentifully:
17 And he thought within h i mself,
saying, What shall I do , because I have
no room where to bestow my fruits?
18 And he said, This will I do: I will
pull down my barns, and build g reater;
and there will I bestow all my fruits and
my goods.
19 And I will say to m y s o u l, Soul,

thou hast much goods l aid up for many
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be
merry.
20 But God said unto h i m , Thou
fool, this night thy soul shall be required
of thee: then whose sh all those things be,
which thou hast provided?
21 So is he that layeth up treasure
for himself, and is not rich toward God.

Brother Esau Brooks
"Beware of Covetousness"
As I rea d the Scriptures, often I
have marveled a t t he f a c t that
altho ug h it has been many years
since t hese words were spoken, they
are a s up to date in their application
as if they were being spoken today
for the first t i m e. As I read our
S c r i pture lesson, I could not help but
note how it r es em b les so many in our
time who make pr ovisions only for
this life. Often peo pl e say, "Well, I
have to make a living ." No, you
have to make two livings: you need
to make one living down here, b ut
d o not forget that you have another
living after this life is over. There are

two phases to our existence. T his
physical life is not all ther e is for us;
there is a life to come.
So many things c a n hi nder
people; therefore, wisdom demands
t ha t you stop awhile and seriousl y
look at yourself. Paul told t he church
at Corinth, "Examine yourselves." In
other words, "Prove your o wn selves.
D o not just believe and take fo r
g r anted that you are saved, but you
must know that Chri s t abides in
you." Friend, once you have reached
the end of lif e' s journey, you will not
have an opportunity to come back to
right the wrongs of your life. You
pass throug h this life only once, so
wha tever you are going to do, you

must do now. Onc e death calls, you
will never have another opportunity.
Going back to our Scripture text
in verse 15, the Lord was addressi ng
an individual in His d a y. Though
t hi s was given a s a per s o na l
direction, the m ea ni ng s a nd the
impl i c a t i o ns o f t he v er s e a re
extensive enoug h to include each of
us today. Jesus stated in v er s e 15,
"Take heed . . . ." This is something
that requires one to take heed. The
Hebrew writer penned, i n so many
words, "We owe it to ourselves for
our own good t o give more earnest
heed to the things which we have
heard." I n our Scripture text Jesus
was not just calling for one merely to
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t a k e heed , b ut He w a s a l s o
a d m onishing and warning one to
beware, as if to say: "Be on your
guard ; w a t c h o ut . D o not get
ensnared by covetousness. Do no t
a llow it to take hold of you." Yo u
may say, "Well, I'm no t bothered
with it." Tha nk the Lord, but I pray
that as you go on in t hi s message you
will discover for certain whether you
are. Jesus wa s admonishing people to
beware of covetous ness. Some may
say that it is simple and not o f much
conseq uence, yet it is so deep rooted
a nd f a tal that it warrants yo ur
immediate attention.
Consider what Jesus wa s calling
covetousness. He went on to say in
verse 1 5 , "… f o r a m an's life
consisteth not in the abundance o f the
things which he pos s es s eth." This
c o v et o us ness concerns things tha t
you can possess or already possess,
w hich in turn can prove detrimental
and even fata l t o y our spiritual
well-being.
J es us backed up His admonition
by giving an illustration of what He
was talking a b o ut . He said a certain
man planted a pi ece of ground, and
it brought fo r th plentifully. Verse 17
o f our Scripture lesson says, "And he
thought within himself, s aying, What
s hall I do, because I have no r o o m
where to bestow my fruits?" He could
ha v e done many things. He did not
have to become perplexed. He co ul d
have shared i t with many needy
folks . However, his concern was not
a bout laying up treasures in Heaven,
but he was mainly concerned about
his own well - b ei ng . F r iend, you
m us t learn to quit putting earthly
things first in your life. It was wrong
t hen, it is wrong now, and it will st i l l
be wrong when you arrive at t he
Judgment. These things have a place,
but seeking the Kingdom of G od and
His r i g ht eo us nes s far outweighs
ev er y t hi ng el s e t ha t you m a y
encounter on this earth.
Examine, the Chief Aim
in Your Life
I n our Scripture text we read of
this man wond ering what could be
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done with his a b undant harvest. In
verse 18 he came to this decision:
"This will I do: I will pull down my
barns, a nd build greater; and there
will I bestow all my fruits a nd my
g o o d s ." No t i c e that he had no
thought o r pl ans for God or others.
He w a s o nl y c o ncerned a b o ut
himself. Now, you may f eel sorry for
this man, but first exami ne yourself.
Are you doi ng any better? What is
the chief co nc ern of your heart? What
is the chief a i m and object of pursuit
in your life? Is it personal interests or
heavenly interests? The warning is,
t a k e he e d a n d b e w a r e o f
cov etousness. This move by men and
women to lay hold of and gras p as
much as they can of thi s w orld's
goods is covetousness.
T he man in our Scripture lesson
was ready to go to wo r k on his plans,
but God broke in on his life. The
ma n s a i d, "I will say to my soul,
Soul, you have no thing to concern
you now. You have much goo d s l aid
up for many years. Take your ease,
eat , d r ink, and be merry." Is that not
t he o r der of o ur t i m e ea t i ng ,
drinking, and having fun wi t h no
thought of the hereafter? Friend, it is
high time to awake out of sleep and
know that the time is now.
Jesus warned very pointedly and
very directly in this message, and He
was giv i ng direction concerning the
proper handling of your physical li f e.
There is a proper and an improper
way t o handle this physical life. You
may say, "My li f e is mine, and I will
do with it what I want." That is true,
b ut y o u m us t a l s o s tand t he
consequences of your a ctions. Often
people make choices, but they refuse
to accept t he consequences of their
choices.
T he rich man in the Bible mad e
obtaining riches t he goal of his life.
However, as the few fleeting days of
his existence came to a close and he
died, he opened his eyes in hell and
began to r egret what he had done.
He started to plead for mer c y , but
there was no mercy. Fri end , a day is
coming that will s o b er each of us.
You may mak e light of or ignore this
message; that is your pr i vilege. But

remem b er, the time will come when
you will b e sorry that you have done
it. You need to learn how to handle
this thing called livi ng. It is the most
s er i o us part of yo ur ex i s t enc e,
because it is the o nly time allotted to
you by God to make your calling
and election sure. If you miss it now,
you will miss it forever.
Someone may say, "Why do
some preac her s talk about people
having a s econd chance?" Do not
listen to those dreamers. They a r e
looking for a ship that will never
come. T he Bible does not teach that
one will have a second chance, dear
o ne. Once you have lived out yo ur
days a nd passed on to the shores of
eternity, you wil l not have another
chance to come back and straighten
out the wrongs that you ha v e done.
T he Bible says, "Today is the day o f
salvation." The Holy Ghost says, "If
you hear My voice, harden no t your
heart."
In hell the rich m a n w as not told,
"Rest yourself for a w hi l e; you will
have another cha nc e." Money had
been his god, but dea t h had caused
him to lea ve it all behind. He knew
that he was in hell, and he knew that
the very thing that ha d c a used him
to lose his so ul was in the possession
of his brethren. Therefore, he feared
f o r them and trembled at what thei r
f ut ure might be. In essence, he sai d ,
"F a t her Abraham, send Lazarus to
warn my brethren. Tell them not to
make money their god and no t to
make the s ame mistake that I have
made. I am in hell today because of
that." However, his request was not
granted.
No doubt, if you could listen to
inm a t es of hell, they would say,
"Beware! Seek the Lord while He
may b e found!" Friend, your soul is
t he most serious pa r t o f y o ur
existence. Right now, you are setting
in motion influences that will never
die. You can pas s on and leave this
w o r l d , but your influenc es w i l l
rem a in. Your influences are either
s a ving or damning the l i v es o f
other s . Even if you are not concerned
about g etting saved for your own
sake, you should g et saved and live

r ight for the sake of
say, "Well, I'm not
what other s do."
whatever you do is

others. You m a y
concerned about
Maybe not, but
concerning them.

The Danger of Being Preoccupied
With the Affairs of This Life
I n our Scripture text the Lord was
instruc t i ng a man about how to
m anage his life. In v er s e 4 he
pointed out that the supr em e purpose
of life was not to accomm o d ate self in
the af f a i rs of this life. Luke 12:4-5
states: "A nd I say unto you my
friends, B e not afraid of them that kill
the body, and a f t er that have no
more that they c a n d o. But I will
forew arn you whom ye shall fear:
Fear him, whi ch after he hath killed
hath power to cast into hell; yea, I
s ay unto you, Fear him." God hel p
people to hav e a greater fear of God
before thei r eyes today. The world
ha s l o st the fear of God. When Jesus
spoke to the generations of His time,
He s a w m en a nd w o m en s o
preoccupied and so taken up with the
physical affairs o f life that He warned
them, "Do not be concer ned with
only that which affects your body."
T he attitude of the day is, "God
can wait, Heaven c a n wait, and the
c hurch can wait. I must attend to my
own a f f airs now." However; Jesus
was saying, "No! Do not fear one
who can destroy only the body, and
after that there is no t hi ng he can do.
Fear Him who can cast you into a
devil's hell." If you want to be wise,
put your soul's cons i deration ahead of
all other considerations. Accor ding to
this rendering, there is a c er t a inty of
the lost being ca s t i nto hell. Hell is
not merely a dream, a thought , a
belief, or an idea; it is a real place.
God's Word tells us, "T he wicked
shall be cast into hell."
Som e say, "Preacher, isn't hell
the g r a v e?" How man bodies do you
see c a s t into the rave? They are
lowered into the grave. I am talking
about a place where the sinner is
going to be cast. Sinner friend, you
may ask , "Why am I going to be
cast?" Because when the time comes
for you to go there, y o u will not want

t o go. Thus, you are going to b e
taken hold of and t hr o wn in. No one
wants to go to hell. They m a y be
doing all they can to go, b ut they do
not want to go there. Most people
would tell you, "I ' m not going to
hell." Well, there is only one way to
escape it, and that is to seek the Lord
while He may be found.
I n the early days of my ministry ,
I ha d an experience that I will never
f o r g et. I was at the bus station i n
M iami waiting for the departure of a
bus. A young man came in the bus
station to c lean up the place, and to
my surprise, it was a man who had
onc e pr ofessed to be saved. He saw
me, and we began to talk. Aft er a
little while I said, "Are you still
saved?"
He said, "No, I'm sorry; I've lost
out."
I said to him, "It will pa y you a
t ho us a nd t i m es m o r e to d r o p
everything now and get right with
God than t o g o on in the condition
you are in."
He said, "Don't worry, brother;
I ' m no t going to be lost. I'm not going
to hell. I'm going to come b ack to the
L ord." I exhorted him further, and
then the time came for me to l ea v e,
and I left.
Several years later I met him
again. As I walked towa r d him, I
could s ee t ha t s o m et hi ng w a s
radically wrong , so I asked him,
"What is wrong?"
He said, "I am si c k . I'm going to
see the doctor to see what's wrong
w ith me, but I haven't been feel i ng
well."
I said, "Well, how is t he matter
between you and God? Have you
settled the question yet?"
He answered, "Oh, not yet, but
you don't need to worry; I'm going to
do it, I tell you; I'm not going to be
lost. I'm not going to hell . I'm going
t o be saved." Then we parted again.
For some time I heard no thing of
him. Then o ne day I heard a knock
at my house door, and a s I looked
out, I saw a c o uple of brethren there.
They to l d me that this young man
wa s calling for me to come and pray
for him . No w , I did not know

anything more about t he physical
condition of this brot her. I only knew
that the l a s t time I saw him, he told
m e that he was not feeling well. T he
moment w e pulled alongside the
dock, I heard lamentable cries. Y et it
was the last thought in my mind that
it was this young man. However, as
we star t ed up the trail, the nearer I
g ot to the house where he w a s
staying, t he m ore assured I was that
this was that same young man, and
I d i d not like what I was hearing. I
climbed the stairs and walked i n t hat
room , and the moment I made my
appearance, he c a s t his eyes toward
me and said, "Oh, Brother Es a u, you
have come! Pray for me! Pr a y for me!
I'm lost, and I'm dying, and I'm
g o i ng to hell!" The words were so
piercing and so heartbreaking!
I said, "Just a minute, don't go t o o
fast. Have you prayed?"
He said , "Yes, I have tried to, but
I can't get through. Pray fo r me,
pray!" I looked at the other brothers
and said, "Let us pr ay." We knelt
d o w n and prayed, but it seemed as i f
the heavens were made of br a s s;
no t hi ng w a s g o i ng t hr o ugh. I
recalled t he words in Lamentations
that read, "Thou hast covered thyself
as with a cloud so that our prayers
cannot pass through."
I rose and said, "Brother, you are
going to have to pray. Y ou are going
to have to struggle."
He said, "I ca n' t pray. Oh, pray
for me. I'm lost, I'm d y ing, and I'm
going to hell," and those were the
last words he uttered. He just fell
back on the b ed , and his breath was
gone.
I thought, "Oh, if he had only
listened!" The job and the money–did
they matter? What good wer e they to
him at a time such a s that? According
to his own testimony, he was lo s t and
he went to hell.
The Urgency of Needing
to Seek God
My dear friend , i t is time for you
to sober up a nd r ec o g ni z e the
urgency of y o ur need of seeking
God. Again, Jesus made it qui te clear
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t hat the supreme purpose of your li f e
is not to accommodate yourself in the
a f f a i r s of this life. The supreme
purpose of your life is to get right
with God and g et ready for eternity.
You may say, "You are ver y i nsistent
about it." Yes, I am, because Jesus
went on to sa y that the duty and the
obligation of every m an on this earth
is to establish a relations hi p between
himself and God.
In Luke 12:9 Jesus said, "But he
that deni eth me before men shall be
denied before the angels of God."
Friend, can you afford tha t ? Can you
live with that throughout eternity?
Sinner friend, your stay in hell will
not be for a week o r a month. The
Bible says in Matthew 25:46, "And
these shall g o away into everlasting
punishment : but the righteous into
life eternal." Again, in essence, Jesus
said, "If you deny me b ef ore man, I
am going to d eny you before the
angels in Hea v en." Your duty and
obligation are to s ee that your life is
not a constant denial of the Lordship
of Chr ist or a constant reproof against
all that God has said concerning
s eek i ng Hi m . Y o u need to b e
watchful. Though we are living in a
very wicked worl d a nd in a very
s i nf ul g ener ation, you must g et
deeper in the t hi ngs of God so that
you will not be swept away w ith the
current of wickedness.
Jesus made it clear that you must
respect and regard God in your life.
Luke 12:10 states, "And whosoever
shall speak a word aga i ns t the Son of
man, it shall be forgiven him: but
unto hi m that blasphemeth against
t he Holy Ghost it shall not be for
given." What is that telling you? Just
as the songwriter penned, "God has
sent His Holy Spirit t o our hearts an
honored guest" God's Spirit has been
moving on hearts. He is constraining
them to come to Chr i st while there is
yet time. Sad ly, many are resisting,
hoping t ha t later they will have
another chance. Si nner friend, now is
the only time o f which you are
assured; tomorrow b el ongs to God.
He may cho o se to give it to you or
withhold it from you. For you to fail
to regain God a nd respect God in
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your life is to invite disaster.
Jesus warned about the desire to
sin. Man's grea t est enemy and the
chief ca use of man's destruction is
selfishness. Si n is the root of it. When
you shut God out of your life, you
are placing your s elfish desires above
G o d . When you leave a s er v i c e
without yielding yoursel f to God, in
es s ence, you are saying, "Lord, I
know what I ought to d o , b ut I have
a few things left to take car e of." Are
you certain t ha t y o u w i ll have
another opportunity? Ta k e heed, and
beware of covetousness. It is said that
when the Spaniards went down to
the Honduras, they cried, "Give us
gold, for we have a dis ea s e that can
only be cured by gold." Sometimes I
wonder if only the Spaniards said
that. That seems to be many people's
a t t i t ude today. Their attitud e i s ,
"Give m e pleasure; give me riches;
giv e m e gold. I have a disease that
can only be cued by more pleasure,
more money, and more gold!" They
will w a ke up one day, as the rich
man did, and find it all gone; just
like the ri ch man, they will stand
naked before an angry God.
Seek the Lord While
He May Be Found
Notice what J esus said in verse
21: "S o is he that layeth up treasure
for himself, and is not rich toward
God." It is fatal to go on living away
from God. Jesus s a i d to beware of
covetousness and sel f i shness. These
things lead to greed, and greed will
lead to your destruction. In verse 15
he s a i d , "T a k e heed, and
beware . . . ." This is a serious call,
and He was us ing two great words to
enforce it. We are to t a k e heed and
beware. Unless one is wil l ing to heed
God's warning, he will never see the
need of being on the alert and of
b eing wary about this danger. Today
it is becoming co m m o npl a c e for
people to sit i n a revival meeting
under the ano i nt ed pr eaching of
God's Word and remain unmoved
and unaffected. However, t hat is as
fatal now as it has ever been.
Go d has a work for you to do,

and you need to get in s hape to do
tha t work. Many are unable to work
b ec a us e t hey a re not in sha pe
spiritually. Look at the mess man has
made o f religion. This grieves the
great heart of God even to the point
of pouring out His wrath.
Friend, this could be y o ur last
w a r ning. Take heed before you get
all wrapped up in t he a f fairs of this
life. You need to take heed how the
affairs of this life are influencing you.
Beware of getti ng so entangled with
worldly things that the things of God
lose their attraction. Ser v ing God has
lost its attract ion for many today.
God's W ord warns you concerning
the consequences of sin. It tel l s of the
c er t a i nt y o f d i v i ne d estruction
b ecause of selfishness , y et m a ny
people refuse to hearken. Like the
antediluvian world and the people o f
So d o m a nd G omorrah, they are
going t o experience the wrath of an
angry God.
F riend, take heed, and beware o f
covetousness. The warni ng is certain
and the destruction i s certain. God
wants you t o master your desires and
ambi t i o ns and bring them under
control. If a man's desire is right, his
behavior w i l l be right. On the other
hand, if hi s desires are wrong, his
actions will be wrong. Man is mixed
up in his hea d and affected from his
hea r t. You need to beware, because
this sin is very subtle. It is a sin t hat
the human eye canno t see. One can
go o n in covetousness without even
realizing that he has it.
Selfishness means "i no r d i nate
desires, a longing for t ha t which is
unlawful to obtain." Selfishness is an
act and an attitude one to judge
succ es s by how much he can obtain
or accomplish i n t hi s l i f e. The
enthronement in your heart of selfish
desires and wishes can cause you to
put earthly gain b efore God. Too
m a ny people put sa v i ng m o ney
above saving souls. I know that some
might think that making a li v i ng in
this life i s the chief goal of life, but
Jesus said to beware of it. This is the
v e r y t hi ng t ha t c a us ed t h e
dest r uc t i o n o f t he antedeluvians,
Sodom and Gomorrah, and many

others.
S o what should the Christian's
position be regarding coveto usness?
G od announced that there is only one
c o urse to take. Man's life consists not
i n a b und a nc e of the thing s he
possesses. If you judge the success of
life by your possessions , then you
need to get your mind fixed on that
which is going to be judg ed a s a

success. M a n m us t recognize his
obligation t o God. God did not start
m a n' s life in sin; He starts man's lif e
in righteousness a nd holiness. God
made man in His o w n image and
nothing less than that will satisfy His
righteous demand.
Friend, you may not hav e m uch
time left to do what yo u need to do.
Seek the Lord whil e He may be

found. In what way must you seek
Him? The B i ble says, "Let the wicked
forsake his way, and t he unrighteous
m a n his thoughts: and let him retur n
unto the L ORD, and he will have
m ercy upon him; and to our God, for
he will abundantly pardon" (Isaiah
55:7).
(Cassette C-2634E)

Building the Bridge for Him
An old man, traveling a lone highway,
Came at evening cold and gray,
To a chasm vast and deep and wide,
Through which was flowing a sullen tide.
The old man crossed in the twilight dim,
For the sullen stream held no fears for him,
But he turned when he reached the other side,
And builded a bridge to span the tide.
"Old man," cried a fellow pilgrim near,
"You are wasting your strength with building here;
Your journey will end with the closing day,
And you never again will pass this way.
"You have crossed the chasm deep and wide.
Why build you a bridge at eventide?"
And the builder lifted his old gray head:
"Good friend, on the path I have come," he said,
There followeth after me today
A youth whose feet must pass this way.
This stream, which has been as naught to me,
To that fair-haired boy may a pitfall be;
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim–
Good friend, I am building this bridge for him."
W. A. Dromgoole
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